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Has the tifme come {0 thmk of a separation of state :-.

o "and religion in Tsracl? Such 'a possibilify’ cannot he -
- considered gladiy ‘and - thhout compulsion; and the " -
choice it" offers - cames wzth it profound pam and g
'-'..'-'_"_heartache o :
“The situation brmg@ to mmd that of a person who' -

.-.-_._*'; * e

- This article is: adapted from -a series, writteni” by Yisroel =

© I Spiepgel, - that appeared .in the: Hamodia, daily mewspaper of

S Agudath Tsrael in Im aei Mr Sp;egei s promment rehglons :
-7 Tsraeli journalist. - : .

S While: Shabbos observance “and kashrus are oﬁic:a] stite”
'policy, in-those areas—unlike marriage Iaws-—~the . m&iv:dual o
}s not ccmpel]ed to comp!y m hrs pnvate hfe RIS

i ":'-_-'The Jewash Observer / July, 1 970

A searchmg exammatxon of the relatlonsth of State and Torah S
: : -:w1th some challengmg conclusions: An’ opposmg V1ewp01nt wﬂl
S appear m one: of our next 1ssues s

; '_gthat ';hould be preserved ‘oy all means. But what 1f the

~the staté” mcreasmg]y ‘expands - its “authority -~ at’ the
. expense of its” partner? ‘What ' if - rellglon—-—far from
~ beinig .able  to" make any demands upon’ the: state-——~_
: . receives orders from the state on how to functxon and'
- “faces the amputation ‘of a limb to save the rest of his: What the “halochoh should be? :

et ‘body from- ‘déadly” infection. Obkus]y, it igoah even
o preater tragedy when an entire .community Has to face

o :_the ‘§tate  in: Certain’ ¢ases ‘even  assumes” dlreetly the
" the loss of one part. In the past,: when Klall Yisroel lost

- : --'_-authonty to" demde feligious issues, thete is no’ more
~individuals to ‘apostasy, there ‘was no feehng of “good L

-:-_Erlddance” but deep. sotrow and mourning. “When, o
. some-occasions, entire groups had fo be excluded from
- the coriimunity, -this was"done ‘out of theé ‘most serions”
s -”heart—searchmg anid - agony. ~And when” some of ‘our
i leaders wer€ forced to¢all for the ¢reation of separate
7 Kehilloth and ‘institutions for Torah- lfewry, they did -'
- miot do so lxghﬂy andhappily. 0o
U df we face a deteriorating ° sxtuat:on and shaﬁ be
oS -"foreed at 'someé’ point to seck a’ separation: of ‘the .
Sy -_rellglous institutions from:the state~<so-that ‘our Torah's
- should remain whole, o be passed of to our children
. inviolate—the day of such -a decision will be a somber- -
o one. We will ‘have to see- m 1t yet another curse of_-...'
"'.".'_"our long Goluth . : i

" réligioh and state answers itself at ‘that point.- Man
“ask today whether ‘this ‘moment has arrived.” We see
" the government interfére with® the indispensable mini-
--mal authority .of religion;: ‘rabbinate, -and halachoh We'
“are witnesses to - the ‘highest - 1ega] ‘authority - of  the

"hranches of the state, forcing’ their control upon - the
~religious institutions. And we see that in ‘the resultm'g
- straggle; both sides ‘want, so far; a contmumg partner:
- ‘ship—but one of them, encouraged by its success, wants -
it based on the" subordination of religion to the state,
- while - the ‘other side; the: official guardian’. of rehgxon
s ready for any retreat ot surrender needed to preserve
o the partnerslnp ' :

A S L e L eanaation: of eligion and state, - can -easily ‘be under:
./ THERE ARE, OF COURSE, obvious advantages to the - paration of religion , ’ Y
o present -state of non-separanon The-ideal ‘of ‘the Jew=
_1sh people is 4 situation in “which state- and religion see -
e _';_-_no conflict between “each other.. And even - when the._.:- tation 3e opar dizes: the llfe of the pahent”
*partnership is - fimited,” s at” present,: ‘10" ongsmiall - _

i ziarea——that of mamage iaws*—mthere is & beneﬁt there

~ stood. But may we not, as a result, drift into an even
* more dangerous ‘situation? "To use; again, our preku'
anaiogy is thére not-a point’ where de}aymg an’ ampu

fcussmn arid have hlghhghted the position of both sides:
“in-the struggle. The ‘decision of ‘the Supreme Court-
-ﬁ_-gwmg recognition to- the privately-performed marriage
- of Kohen and & divorcee demonstrated the self-assertion

small atea of cooperation dwindles more ‘and ‘more, as

“Obviously; when this Jast state is reached and when:

basis for'a partnershxp ‘the questlon of a separatzon of

state; together - with “the “executive and’ Iegls1at1ve

_The motive- for- such a pohcy, the fear of a tota

TWO RECENT “EVENTS have glven urgency to the dis




- Mrs. ‘Seidmarn’s -conversion - (whose “halachic -aspects ‘it
‘i$"not for us to discuss) ‘shows the submissiveness of
: _the rehgwus partner.- . :

It must be understood that the decision of the
. "Supreme Court ‘was, in one ‘respect, much more far-
“ ‘reaching than that in the Shalit case concerning “Who
~is a Jew.” The latter judgment  dealt with a secular,

_' while the last .decision concerned a éontroversy be-
‘tween ‘the appellants and the rabbinic courts, on a
“purely religious matter, and the  Supreme Court, in
.';deadmg the case, assumed for itself the authority of
‘- the rabbinic court.. It did not just recognize the man
‘and woman as married (as it recognizes civil marriages
“icontracted -abroad) but specifically recognized their
- marriage to be valid in the religious, halachic sense.

- sion. Before she ever underwent ‘a reform conversion,
" she had applied for conversion to a rabbinic court—
- -and had been refused. Now, with action by the Supreme
- 'Court hanging over the heads of the religious authori-
~ties,. somebody found it possible to arrange an im-
~mediate’ rabbinic -conversion. This produced various
- benefits-—it forestalled Supreme Court recognition of
«:-reform conversions (for the moment!) and also en-
=" abled -the Mafdal (Mizrachi) ministers to stay in the
~-government.-But it also glaringly showed that, at least
" as far ‘as some people are concerned, halochoh can be
- “manipulated to achieve ulterior purposes.. Was that
: ".'.-worth it?

7 And it must be reahzed that these two 1nc1dcnts
-_-."Were not the first; they are not isolated cases; and they
~will undoubtedly riot be the last.' They did, however,
" “set new and most far-reaching précedents which will
- -surely come to plagite us in the foture. That is why they
“vforce-us to face the painful question: is not separation
iof religion and state necessary to save the independence
*.-0f "Torah and halochoh in the country? -

".:s—.'" S RO

up every time a religious issue appéars on the political
scene—and it always seems as -if the demand for
“separation, as a cure for all such crises, comes from
“-'the entire secular segment in the country,.or at least
“pnost of it. However, on closer observation it turns out
" that we deal here with the demand of a very small

“-ininority. ‘Even at the present moment, which shows
“such a profound lack of communication between the
- opposing sides, the majority of the secular camp does
““miot want separation. It is not they who will force the

e

govertiment; while the tour-de-force of -

. governmental issue—the registration of a- citizenw-

.-~ On-the other hand, there is Mrs. Seidman’s conver- -
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“Considering ‘ourselves Yehudim condemins us to be o small
. A ‘member 6f a non-fewish -nan’on—'—can
be a part of a hation of lvrim--but not Yehudim.”

" "A leaflet published by those secular élements who want no link S
between state and Judaism.

- issue at this time; it is, rather, we who have to weigh - .~
" ‘whether, fmm a Torah angle, it is better to continue S
as at present or not. - R

There are, essentzal]y, three groupsmmwhlch together S

- miake up the majority of Israel’s inhabitants~—which do _

- not want a change. Each .of them, however, has its .
. own “specific approach and -its own pqrhcular cond:- s
tions ‘on which it insists. . .. e

- First, the Charedim, - the" Torah e]ement They fecl e

" perhaps more strongly than anybody else, the respon-

- sibility for Klall Yisroel as a whole, fearing the con-

. 'sequences of a ‘separation.: Therefore they watit @

The Jew:sh Observer / Jm'y, 1970




continued partnership of state ‘and' religion. Yet -the
_.have spec:ﬁc 2 condmons for eontmumg ih] _1

it is’ the pnnmple that counts

e ._i-:w1th Mafdal ‘and the: rehgtous national” ideology. Its
"';_._j:opposmon 1o avseparation of ‘religion and state, and
g _1ts enithusiastic champaonshlp of “the- present drrange- -

box]

_ ters, as the highest. posmble ‘achievements, They realize
oo that for these: purposes it needs the cooperation:of the -
S secnlar ma;onty, -and “they ‘are, therefore, _ready for

- ._ﬁt'he comprommes that may be needed.

“© . In the field of legislation this is ewdent when laws S
-_"-are put forth in the Knesset'that have a religicns basis~ T

- “but containsceular elements modifying it In’ connecs ;-
tion “with ‘{he ‘rabbinate, the - compromise lies in the
i fact that the entire- institation “has been ‘éstablished by -
" avsecular parlismentary law: ‘the rabbinste ‘doés not
- exetcise any powers by Virtue of ‘an-inherent and au-
 tOnOmous - authomy, not even because the Knesset has
- given it such unchallenged authority, but ofily because
~-the Krlesset has created a ‘rabbinic insiitutional set-up’ -
. ’-Z;and accorded it spec1ﬁc functlons and powers S

_The Jewzsk Observer / Jm’y, 1970

-'-.Thcre is, at present oniy ohe-area” oi‘ Taw gwen'._" i B
-_-over to “Torah: the régulation: of marriages: In this -]
“area; rabbinic authomy miuist be ‘completely autono- |
_mous, Wwithout any outside” interference i the “deter=:

: o} ke the” questlon of the separatlon ‘of religion
‘ination” of the halochoh, or any possxblhty of appeal e

: | Cifrom ithe state. He declired that this would
‘to outside authority for: relief ‘fromrabbinic decisions. -

'rhis ‘demand s logical=for; if there is to be’secidar
“interference in the operation of Totah law, we cannot, =
“in"effect; speak any ‘more of -a fink between state and = 0
-~ Torah but-only between the state and ‘pscudo-Torah. =
o The falsified halochok that results 1s ‘adanger 16 the
“ i purity cof Torah and, at the same time,: ‘negates any
' possible benefit from continued “partrership of ‘state . f-
~and Totah. There is.in_truth, no partnership left, once - |°
“there  is'no autonomous - religious ~partner. “And it - f
- does'not matter dncfact; how serions the mterference 13 S

_ONE M' N‘S VIEW

: "‘In Wmdmg up the Knesset del)ate on the“ :
. _hudget of the mestry of Rehglons R the_‘_
“Ministér of Rehgmns also- addressed himself :

- be: dr:f!mg into an abyss of desolation. We'
_.-must not fool ourseles to- “think that sieeh a -
: 'separatmn would save us’ from’ attacks, in-
dignities;: expressions of hatred. There 18 no
.fnatlon “of Israel without the Torah of Tsrael,
- and there is no Torah of Israel wxﬁmut the'_'
--natmn of Ierael » he stated R
: (Hamodm, ]uly 23)'_'_' :

'.Bnt- 15 the nahon of Israel the same S the'
- State of Israel'? 1 L FEA :

- THE .SECOND GROUP ;18" the - religious: camp identified -~ ﬁiwh 6, after all, helped create- thig rabbmatc———argue the
: ._g__r'lbbm are not-above us, we are above: them They mus
~bow to the law of the state, and not vice versa. This
i SO was clear]y spetled out the other day by the Minister of

ment; 1s reiated ?0 H_S wew Of the State of Israel {See ~o Justice in connectlon W1th the Supreme Court’s decaslon-. :

SR : ..'-Seebox 6
At sees in the creatxon of the state and the mass dm- -{ p I

mlgratlon at-its beginning, a profound’ religious. event.-
_ - Hence'its almost -mystical -attitude “toward - Yom Ho'™- -
o atzmo’us, and-its total rejection of all’ those Teligious
o Jews whotat least for the time’ bemg——see these events -
Clas ordmary events in Jewish history.-Ftom this perspecs- -
- five they see the Tink between state'and rehglon as vital.~
They consider ‘the rabbinale’s - Tole -as a government

*establishment of the Chiel Rabbinate. Tt was then ‘that
- Agudath Istael warned of the possible’ consequences ‘of -
& state control of the rabbinate. The Mizrachi saw in’
. these: Wammgs 2 hostility 1o 4 commumty—w:de rab -
-.._-_-b1nate ‘whereas in reahty they reflected an amply wat=:
ranted concern for the independence of the rabbinate.
G - Today,: _there are already somie circlés in Mafdal who '

o agency, and the passing of Jegislation on 1e]1glous mat ~“have begun to see that: the: governmental establishiment
-~ of the ‘rabbinate is a double-edged sword, and that

g govemment extorts

THE THIRD' GROUP i1 favor of thc present arrangement
“ s the “modérate” secular camp, actially“the" ma;ority:;
“of ‘the tountty. This group very much wants the link

- not religious: ones. Tt uniderstands the historical signifi

 religion from the state. The Iiik between them ' dppears:
-t this groupthe assurance of Jewish national survival.
:'-But—mxt 15 not wﬂhng to- pay too b]g a pnce for th]S

tis natural as'a resu]t th’tt the secular partncrs—~

“The issue was actu'tily dlSCllssed at the:'_'tirne of th':

:_.'may not ‘warrant- any more the concessmns that the .

¥*
%

between -religion” and _ state=<but - for hational’ reasons.

s

cance - of - procia;mmg the separatlon ‘of “the ' Jewish




“ :_'ﬁOES A-RABB! IN-ISRAEL HAVE TO ACCEPT
i 5 ~"THE BAD ‘WITH THE GOOD"?

1 _In a vocent Knesset debate, on’'thé budget of s

" the Ministry of Justice, Shlomo Yaakov Gross
(Agudath - Israel) - attacked - the Supreme

Court’s inroads into the area of work of the

-rabbinic - courts.  In -reply, Justice Minister

T Yaakﬁv Shimshon Shapiro pointed out that
"~ “the problem is that, from one side, the .

- ‘Rabbis hold office by virtue of laws made
. by the Knesset, and their election and au-
_~‘thority flows from such secular laws—and,
~on the other hand, they'occasionally act as

" if this were not so.’

-'.]n the case of the Kohen who married a y di-
1 vorcee, he stressed, the Kidushin are binding

“according to halochoh, and the rabbinic court
‘only invalidated them becanse the wiinesses
‘were possul, unfit—but

. “the government will not agree, I wzll not .

~agree that a Mechallel Shabbos is unfit to
. serve as a witness in any court or Beth Din
_ that there may be. . ...

| ' Tn any case if the Supreme C otirt assumed
- competence in this case, and recognized the

‘tnarriage,

“there is one basic prmczple in this aréa,
- that the Supreme Court determines, in any

. case that comes before it, whether or not
“.- it has the authority to deal with it.”
~Otily an aet ‘of the Knesset can interfere,

.| - which is unlikely; while two oceasions in the
| - past the Knesset did chooze 1o impose its will

~on the rabbinic courts:
- “In 1953 in the Equal Rights of Women
7 Aet we specified that this law——despite its
- secular character—shall be binding upon
" the religious courts. And, again, recenily,
e made the same provision in the Mar-
. ringe Permits Act, Anybody serving as a
" ‘Rabbi in the State of Israel, may be op-
posed to this law with every fiber of his
-~ soul—-but if he accepts rabbinic office he
has to accept the bad with the good.”
Rabhl Lorinez (Agudath Israel) retorted:

- “You will bring abou! a situation where -

.- nobody will accept a rabbinic position any
" more. The Supreme Court is unlimited,

.. the rabbinic courts -are not——this is the
- danger that Gedolei Yisroel saw from the
- outset.”

Tts' adherents 'are interésted ln A symbohc relation-

" ship,but - they - dre -niot wﬂlmg to give up the exclu-

" sive sovereigaty ‘of the state and its secular legislation.

. They are convinced that, by giving official sanction to

- the rabhbinate, they have done enough—and they expect :

‘something in feturn. If the rabbmate is-given official .- >

~ - status,- it must,-in exchange adapt itself to the * spmt R
" of the time.” :

- In this light, the’ govemment eXpects the rabbmate o
‘accept the latest Supreme- Court decision, whether it .
likes it or not. It was created by the Knesset, and must
- accept the fact that like all legal institutions of the state,
- it is subject to the uitimate authority of the Supreme
‘Court. On this point,-very logically, the secular element
~in the country, with its unqualified acceptance of parli-
amentary supremacy, feels unable to compromise—so -
much so that the Minister ‘of Justice can actually-de-
-mand of the rabbinic courts that they accept a Supreme
. 'Court decision on a religious matter P - :

- There is no room for the illusions of Mafdal that the -

*‘rabbinate can be at the same time government-estab- .
. lished and -autonomous, -or -that-at worst there will =~ -
" only be marginal and accidental clashes. The moderate

secular camp does not call for separation -of state and

-religion-on principle; it is -willing to cooperate—but

the price is acceptance of the supremacy of the govern-

- ment, and this will become increasingly difficult.

- There has ‘lately become évident -a: rapprochement -
between the government and Reform and Conservatism.

~These forms of “Judaism” offer, .the -possibility of a -

partnership ~between - state ‘and religion without - the

- burden of halochoh. Undoubtedly, the government will -

exert pressure on thé rabbinate to:show some .of the

~“flexibility” of these movements. The danger is-grave
“that the - ultimate goal of the secular leaders:of the - .. -
" government will be a state religion as devoid of halachic -
~content as reform is. Total separation is: obvxously n-
~finitely better.

What militates for a change today, then is not the:__

o suffermg of the non-religious -exposed to - religious

“coercion,” but on the contrary the suffering of Torah,
halochoh, and rabbinate. The secular groups can well

‘be satisfied with the present situation—-they have a

“religious state” and .at the same time every religious

“issue is resolved to their satisfaction. To us, on the other
-hand, -a -change matters. A -separation -means that the =
‘country -will ‘be -officially and -totally secular, Tt will =

neither claim nor have a link with our Torah heritage.

‘At that point, nobody will be forced to take recourse
_ 'to rabbinic courts if he does not want to—but, on the

‘The Jewish Observer | July, 1970~




the rabbmate ”

- :-_:_;‘:What mlhtates'for a change

suffer;ng .of Torah h a I o c'h o h | and

i ofr'cdmzé;e,‘ms oﬁjﬁenon' will 'Bé'r'msed"nﬁmédiat’ely R
= will separation not ‘méan the emergence of a variety .
o of Kehilloth ‘and” groupmgs'? But'in- reahty we ‘should
O rather ask’ ‘whether umty among “Jews ‘can beattained -
- through forced ‘medns; by rehgxous Ieglslation of a
7 secular body, put through as a result of secret-or ot .
e -+ sosecret coa]ztton agreements always through pressure L
"i:'."":-._and cogrcion. - A e :

“-‘does not exist~~and cannot be created———any other link

o vzdes ‘such “enforcement?

“Let us -understand what separa’aon wouid reaﬂy
- iiean. 1f there existed at present a Torah:state; in which™ -~

L and secular pressure were exerted to énd this situation,
* . such a decision would have to be weighed with ‘the -
- utimost cate.But ‘we-all” know ‘the ‘feal: sitiation: in’
Lo effect the ‘state is comp]etely secular in every respect—"
<ol eexceptfor the one. area: where the battle presenﬂy 1s'-._;-'
o fought, T T : S
e 1i3’ncflmﬂ>tedl§>r, fhis isa; most wtal ared. But evén here_
ol we sek how the process of disintegration has staried to-
.+ -work. Despite the fact that this*is ‘the only field of - -
. religious -authority  left; the: gecular groups evince not -
- 'the  slightest patience - ot the ‘dermands”of halochoh.
~Even“for the sake of ‘some  marginal problems—mar<"
" Hiage of Kokien and’ divorcee, chaliizoh, a small per-
o oéntage of ‘conversions—they -are” willing to attack ‘at -
L _'once the autonomy of halochoh and 10’ 1mpose upon it

. ';:'_.-:The Jewzsiz Observer / July. 1970

-~ “secular legislation: régistration 6f ‘non-Jews as Jews,
- acceptance ‘of ‘invilid ‘conversions,” recognltlon of mar-
- riages that the ‘halochoh forbids. " CEE

_;other hand nobody wﬂl be abie, _or eager to dlctate
T oooto the rabbmlc courts what fodo. T

“yrhosver wants ‘a marriage perzmtted by the halochoh
~will “go - to ‘the ' rabbini¢ - courts, and “whoever has a
“halachic problem will go to the seculdr courts and o
“tain a “solution” there. Such a ‘situation is ‘ever worse
than - total “separation, for-—in- the absenice of official
" eivil ‘marriage—the “solutions”

‘There can’ be fio doubt that even today, .When a very:.'_ - will ‘become -part of Wwhat is considered valid religious

: ._iarge partof our people does fiot live a Torah life, there o qbroaci) have become Iega]ly " pproved
- between Jew and Jew thian the sole original bond that
o0 ever-united ‘themn: ‘that of ‘religion. Admittedly oruns T
7 admittedly, ‘it ‘Tinks the Torah observer with the non< "
L observer: Would ' this® felationship really be  broken if

“the state Were to stop legal ‘enforcenient -of “Torah- ruies

~.in-the one single -area of far_mly law where 1t now prO-' 'throughout the world? This ‘arghment - 1gnores ‘the . fact.

“BUT DOES NOT THE OFFICIAL oceéptanee'of:'the' Torah's
“matriage laws by the state prevent a split among the
" Jews of Isracl and between them ‘and the Jews dispersec

-/~ that the’ separatton -of ‘reéligion: and state is ot A new'_’
“experience for the Jew. Only a” quarter of the Jewish
; o people lives in Eretz Yisrgel, ‘while three quarters Tive

“the “Torah directs and ‘controls its” eritire way of ‘Tife, " in places where religion is not connected with the state;.
“-and where' the Torah’s marriage laws do not - enjoy -
- official recognition. ‘Yet ‘this’does not affect theit - be- -
ﬁlongmg to the J. ewish people. Only in the State of Tsrael
(s there a'law that requires a Jew to-be married ac<
cording to- rehg;ous rules; yet: surely membershlp in-the"
-~ Jewish people ‘is-not limited to only those Jews that -

“or have not'a state»recogmzed relationshlp to thelr'
rehglon ST k

- exclusive autonomy in the ared of marriage laws, we:
~ could not be permitted to conmder at all the:dissolution
'of this partnershlp But ds we. pomted out thls is’ not

If “the” Supreme Court - contmues w;th 1ts dec1s1ons
-along this" line, we will soon “have a situation whe

of the- secular coutts

marr;age law, just as invalid conversions (at }east from"

: * * e 'Z__‘ w

dwell in-Israel, but inclodes all Jews whether they have

IS seIf«understood that 1f the State of Israel'? e
'_-_cepted all ‘the obligations inherent in:the partnershtp;
- with religion, and: granited to the rabbmate the necessary




'catastrophzc =

~’vantage that it can.conduct its affaits without com-

~belong—but at the price of compromises imposed on
- ‘the rabbinate. And can one really say that in this
“country everybody is “Orthodox”—even in the limited

we know what is going on-—and -all under the label
“Orthodox™? Elsewhere somebody whose conduct is
~“halachically questionable, sets himself apart from the
““religious camp; here, even this distinction is blurred and
~obscured. Thus we may well ask what practical signif-
icane an official separation would have. . .

- tion of religion and state -in -every field: education,
‘Shabbos, and all other aspects of life—and in the only
" area which forms an exception,: the religious dspect is
- inexorably whittled down, . e

other by -their -very nature as a sccular state-and a
~religion, cannot really live in harmony-—for each must
seek to assert itself at the expense of the other. There
-can be -a Torah state, but that means a state which
oosees itself as a-part of a Torah nation and derives its
- authority and all its guiding principles from the Torah.
- 'In that case Torah and state together form .one unit.
~In the case of the State-of Israel, however, the rela-
. “-tionship “between religion ‘and state is not an organic
. ‘but-an artificial one: the state- at its .very founding
- “declared itself to be a 'modern secular state, and only
--through coalition- agreeinents was a tenuous link estab-
lished with religion. In other words, two entirely avton-
~‘omous factors were involved—one of which inevitably
~had to-bow to the other. Religion, being the weaker
~of ‘the two, had to bend-—and Torah had to suffer.

" “a sincere hope that “mitoch shelo lishmoh bo lishmah,”
“"the proper relationship would develop in ‘due course.
- The falsity of this assumption could have been perceived
“-then -already; but people were hesitant to face it, for
“they did not want to let the state and the community
- drift away. However, today there is no more room for
~llusions, as the secular groups, far from accepting the
- “dictates of halochoh, try to dictate to it. The crowning
" indignity is that they do mot say to' us that they want
“fo dissolve the partnership, but instead, in its name,

> 8 .

! : __”:f.'_and for its sake, try to. taﬂor --halochoh o sui t_ 51"
vantages - of * the present arrangement s well-mgh -~ conveniences : SR e
- In the United States for mstance, membersth inan-
o Orthodox kehillah is voluntary——but there is the ad-

"AC'TU’ALL'Y, '.NOT'.S'EPARA'TI'NG RELIGION from ' the state -
~will, in the natural course of events, make the secular . -

- -promises. Here, on the other hand, one is forced to = . -

- sense of ‘abiding by the Torah’s matriage laws? Don’t -~

~As things stand, there exists today a complete separa- =~

“THE TRUTH 1§ THAT TWO FORCES as opposed 10 each

- “When the original pattern was established, there was

- HOW SECURE IS THE ENTIRE -
o REL!GIOUS “"STATUS QUO™? - - .
The ‘other - day  Rabbi Shlomo - Lorinez
: (Agudath Tsrael) - submittéd a motion that -
“the Knesset discuss the religious situation in -
‘Israel, pointing out that preservation of the
‘status ‘quo had been a plank in the program
of every Government since the ereation of the |-
state, and that lately the status quo had been .
_interferred with in a variely of areas, such as .
- Shabhos, marriage and conversion. . .-
The Minister of Justice, Yaakov S. Shapu*o'
asked that Rabbi - Lorinez’s ‘motion ~he re- -
jected. He did not, however; provide a reply
to the latter’s -detailed “charges. Instead he -
“challenged - his’ rlght to raise the enure
-dquestion: . : e
“What concern do you have wnth the siatus"-'.
quo? You are not a member of the Govern-
“ment, and therefore you are not a party to
* the agreement on the observance of the status |
“guo.:And certainly there is ho religious signif- -
jcance to the concept of the status quo per se.”
I have said before that I found no reference
to it in -Bible, Mishnah ‘and Talmud.” - :
* ¢This Government, like its predecessors, 15" g
conimitted to the principle of the observance
of the status -guo in religious matters in the .
country. But we do not mean with this that -
one - canitot . move from it right:or left as
“matters develop. . . .” To an interjection: by )
. Rabbi . Menachem  Porush, “Answer -to -the =
point: has there been a change in the status
- quo? Why don’t you ._answer"” Shapire re--
-plied s *“You are not involved in this matter.”
- The ‘implication of -Justice Minister . Sha-"
piros words -are clear: the government does
not consider the maintenance of the religious |
status quo a fundamenial, so-to-speak con-
stitutional - principle, - of coneern to every
citizen, but merely an agreement between the
coalition -pariners,. sul)}ect to their good will
_m abldmg by oo i :

. The Jewish Observer} JYidy, 1970 .~




—-—and in otir circumstances, rehglon st 1ose. -
ST such a s;tuatxon separation is a necessity.:

~when, instead,’ cooperat;on {what- coopcratxonf) be:

-:'3lnev1table and m a’ certam W‘iy, perhaps a b]essmg

There I8 a vast gap between the startmg pomts of ;-_'*-'__the secuiar government He who wﬁl want 10 go'in ‘the
ecular democratic politics and ‘of halochoh. The secns
. larists start with. the démocratic prmmple and APy IO
. apply it to the halochos that “the state“is’ concerned -
o with: They feel: that the: ma]orlty ‘should’ demdew—m’_'_

.~ politics'and als6 in' the halochos which affect the’ poli--
“tical” commumty Therefore théy -consider themselves
entitled - to-a voice in- determining the  halochoh. T~
reality,’ however, Torah and halocholi are Tiot amenable'-_?' e
“to“democtatic rtﬂes, they do fot. change according to - °

the winds of the time. There is bound to be a’ conﬂ:ct-':;3.-"-j

-that this entails; and he that'i§ not réady to accept- them
ezl Calse know ciearly ‘where - he 'stands.

_"_-_'.wants a secular .educafion- can obtain” it and ‘whoever
owants-a’ “religious “education ‘can’ obtain it Evcrybody
“knows ' that  the ‘government ‘does not” particularly ‘et
cotirage religious education, and the atmosphere in
o Cotintry=-Created by all: the  tools .of propaganda and"
'_.commumcatlon——certamiy does ot work i in- Tavor o
i the religious’ groups—-and: yet 40% of the country_s
ifihabitants send - their ‘children’ fo one “of “the vario
“types-of rehgxous sEhools.. T this i our experience ‘in

ot 5 S'ud':_:':-_'
;:before ‘it"was not - inévitable from  the’ begmnmg I
“there. would have ‘béen an unquestxonod ‘commitment
~on'the p';rt of ‘the staté not to inteifere ‘with halochoh; .~

- reason that in the field of marriage and divorce a uch
: geparation’ would have been wrong and harmiful:; But

“niuch’ Targer . percentage “will turn to ‘the rabbinate
- rather than seeking other recourses wand there will be
omes more and more of & dangor ‘separation- becomes :
'the work of the rabbmate’ I e

way of ‘the Torah will ‘have to accept all the obhgattons

Educanon in the State of Israel 18- free whoever

B

ihe educational field, how much more does it ‘stand to

no question thén of the secular powers mterfermg with -

: "Recently an outstandmg Torah e(iuoator 'assed away
P Seminary in Ramat G.m, and for 40 years an inspiring and ereative foree in working with our youth
~w. The following essay ‘was Written - for ‘8 booklet published by Chinuch Atzmai for the benefit and guid
<o anee of elementary school graduates in Tsrael, to introducs: them 10 the world’ of Yeshwos. The thought
T .expressed have, we “believe; a'significance that transcends the Israeli scene.. Certamly the much discusse
_-alienation of American’ youth and the: convulsions which have marked American’ college life during’ the
last few years give special importance to the author’s observations. The young American: Jew has' been:"
- hit particularly hard hy youth’s ldentlty crms 1t is most essentxal to- deﬁne clearly what the Yeshwa ‘oa

::-do for hlm.

I The Rmh Yeshwa as a Model

g '::THE SECRET OF THE SUCCESs of the yeshiva, both quai— :
¢ itatively and quarititatively, can'be found in thig crucial . =
~factor. Youth today strcams.in-ever increasing numbers -
““into the yeshivos, and sifice this fovement carries the
~stamp of free choice and self-dedication; it indicates -
~that the yeshiva: has a’ strong and” lastmg power of
“attraction, How doés this power express itself? It seems -~ -

'_'that ﬁrst and forcmost thcre is here at work the basm f_ _ The professor is apt to throne on hxs podmm, he towers :

: ':I‘he Jewn'h Observer / July, 1970 |

- amd tbe fmlure of modem edu.catwn. ”

- desire of ﬂ&é’youﬁg“pefséﬁ'to' ﬁ’ri’déo'rﬁébodyto model:
“himself by, to choose for hnnself an xdeal perqonahty_}
.that nivites imitation.. 5

'_'Rabl;u Shaul Lusug, prmctpal of the Beth Jaco

. In"this respect, t‘ne yeshwa can presently ce]ebrate'
-_'the fullness ‘of 'its triumph, while-in - contrast»—mstln_
“fuitions of -higher . generai educa.tmn are reapmg theit”
'_complete failure.

“Let-ug ¢all {0 mxnd the’ tradx’uonal pxcture as it




style of his Iectures; in the nature of his approach, and
_m ‘his official and .personal position. :

“professor,  all .this .does not - matter—the one thing
-demanded of him is command of his €ubject matter,
- Jimited and circumscribed to the specific area of his
- expertise; and that is all. :
~ - Therefore, it is so casy t0 understand the educational
‘success of the Rosh Yeshiva, who does not, G-d forbid,
- 1ift himself above his students, but walks ‘with them,
<110 be at their side. The Rosh Yeshiva -continually
“'radiates the essence of his - personality,  during his
~-shiurim and afterwards, during refilla or free discussion,
- at the time of public encounters or in private conver-
- sation.

'j-{.experlences a kind of spiritual revival and, at a time
" -when -the maturing individual begins to wrestle with
““himself and stands in fear of Ioneliness and isolation,
' ‘he finds enduring paternal inner support from his Rosh
- “Yeshiva or Mashgiach Ruchowni. Thus the pupil changes
o “from a mere human grain of dust into a personality,
_attaining his sc]f—crystailization.

IT. The Synthevzv of Reason and Fmotton

““and heart, that is reflected in every human being, shows
2 itself with particular strength-in the case of youngsters
“during the period when they are first molded. It is a
“-7-fact on which all educators in the country are agreed,
" that ‘with .the sabra this conflict is:more pronounced,
© just because the sabras are ashamed of their emotions
.and hide or even suppress them.
. Therefore, the students of the modern educataoml
institutions are the ones that suffer most in this country.
" Shallow reasoning ‘leads to wrong and harmful con-
~clusions,- How much more so when-the secular en-
" _vironment, in the house .and in the schools, presents,
~“idealizes, and often forcefully pushes that which is
““evill To the degree to which good natural inclinations
~+dwell in the heart of the youngsters,.they do not find
- “their expression because among the sabras this would
~be considered a lack of chevra spirit or unmanly soft-
-~ ness..As a result of this hidden inner ‘conflict, modern
- -youth feels frustrated and embittered.

"'_the first place, the yeshiva harnesses, reason and the
. logical faculty for the study of Torah, and most im-
" portant, for the great effort needed to attain a deeper

“understanding. As
- ‘and -émotion is ‘not pushed aside or stifled ‘but taised .
itito an -impelling -ethical force; Bxactly .as the mitzva
. of tefillin-addresses itself ‘at the same time to the heart -
'(“to subjugate the desires and the thoughts of our heart =~ =
.- - to His -service, may His fiame - be -blessed™) -and also -~ -
" toward the mind (“that the soul that is in miy brain,
- and my" senses -and facilities, should all be dedicated -

-above his _'d:S(:‘ibk‘S‘;' he' is-separate from ‘them—in the =~

- Withthe Rosh Yeshiva, personal’ qualltles of char- -
.-_acter are the prercquisites -to afl else; while with the

It is therefore not surpnsmg that the yeshtva student . -

iy '_ THE OLD CONFLICT betweer reason and emotion, brain

The ‘opposite is true in the case of yeshiva youth n

result, reason: becomie: softened;:

to His service, ‘blessed be He”),.so" the life in the

- yeshiva-leads to self expression ‘through  Torah study, =~ -
the serving of G-d in refilla, and the Iendermg of kind- -

pess to .one’s fellow beings.. > .
‘This “harmony -of reason " and emotxon thls 301nt

-functtomng of all “aspects of a-person’s feelings and .~
~thoughts, that is brought -about in the yeshiva atmos- =
~:phere, -implants into -the soul the sense -of perfection - -~

which is the road to ‘inner happmess

III The Longmg for fhe Recogmtzon of Tmth

ST hrough Torah Study for Its Own Sake, in

--Contrast to the Pursuit of Economic and - -~ g
- Vocational Attainments.. . .

"THE GREAT WEAKNESS OF MODERN EDUCATION in gen-
- ‘eral is amply known: a concentrated striving for occu- .
pational expertise that brings about narrowness in all

areas, including that of educational and ethical vilues. . :

"~ In addition, modern pedagogy is ‘moved by the de-
sire to-convert ‘the very learning process into a game - .
~“and enjoyment; thereby, it lowers the spiritual stature
" of the pupil and accustoms him to superficiality and
- lack of application in-his mental functioning. The need = -~
- for exertion is removed. “What are you learning? Is ... -
_ this required by the curriculum? A pity for the time!”
‘Thisis the -approach .of today’s: students. They are

primarily interested in accumulating the credits required

~for admission to . examinations and for the -dcademic
“‘degree which 15 the key to riches and status in life.

See how far removed and different the yeshiva is in’
this respect! In it, there are no limits to exertion, no

" bounds-to possible attainments in Torah. Perseverance
" is immense in all the yeshivos, and ‘the simple reason
" for that is that the greatest degree of inner happiness 5
- ‘belongs to the Bnei Yeshiva who turn their nights into -~

days in order to penetrate more deeply into the Torah,

_and who labor without end in order to understand the
- will of the creator and His commandments. This is
‘no study for the sake of some “goal,” for some selfish .
g ob;ectxve for vocational petfection or for a -caregr—— .7

this is study “for its ‘own sake.” -

The students at the secillar msututaons demonstrate

- théir smartness - by ﬁndmg all sorts of devmes to free R

Tiw ]ewxsh OBServer / Ju!y, 1970




the seres_ : ;
They buy: suimaries of lccture notes they deal ‘with"

_-concentrates
_“concentrate,” - o

"..._j_'_-that they couId expemence

Values thhm rhe Walls of the Yeshzva

EE THE EXPRESSION oF THE SOCIAL  SPIRIT i§ particulaﬂy'-_f._
A :developed among ‘the Brei Yeshivos. There are many -
forms -that " this phenomenon takes. In every yeshiva' -

iliere exist today special funds for mutual help; and

: of charity nid Kindness inall their variety. .

- ment.

“wilt from hunger.

. 'The Jewrsh Observer / szy, ]970

“a place where Ahavds stroel is generated in it “con-
scientific abstracts and‘swallow all sorts of “knowiedge--Z"":'-_Ci"e’teSt form=—and -this" fact, too, contributes 'to  the-
' “like - somebody who swallows g soup e
e T i '3'--'_1t‘* walls

72 And the yeshwa students‘? They orgamze a mzshmar e
e }-study at night. They joitiin smatl groups for free study, -
- outside the regular shiurim. As they immerse themselves~
- deeper in' the ocean of the Talmud, so also- their insight . '_.IT 1 KNOWN THAT the manifestation- of Jewish rchgl

becoines deéper and wider, and they thirst to achieve .
- and ihderstand ‘more -and mote. Since they engage i

“Torah for its own sake;- there is.mo- greater happmees o

V Emunav Chachomzm-—-Trusz in rhe Sage.v as _the'

‘osity was always based - upon the heritage “of our fore:
- fathers. “The  Jewish home ‘was' perqued throughout
- the pure atmospheére ‘of faith and trust ‘in" G:d, and it
. was the ‘parents ‘who passed ‘down this faith - to thelr
' -._'_-chiidren In-ouir days; however, thé power “of the Jewish
- hiome to gwe such susteniance has been greatly wea
oéned, Tt ds rather mdespread in religious ‘circles that
~“there fules in the home at besta’ cold ‘and indifferent
“atmosphere, whéte ‘mitzvos are a matter of rote: Tt is

--.'IV Mutual Loyaliy and the Culnvatmn of Human

- freshnéss, “as truly a spring of - hvmg water © that
SAISL 0Ty spetial i Jmutual 4 - strengthens " 'the understandmg of “our: fa1th and 1ts' G
- the young men concein themselves with the mitzvos of . ;-'_.'-_.aﬁammem in'ifs purest form. . L
©izedaka 'a‘nd"gemilus'ehesed and, in general, the mitzvos
- betweeii - man and his fellow bemgs, intheory as'well .
“as in practice. There' also ‘grows up’ between them'a’ -
- sense “of brotherlmess and -deep and strong ona!ty'-'-j_

< The- ‘Rosh Yeshiva himself serves as- a living example "

Sl and ‘personal ‘demonstration of the ‘concern W1th deeds e

s rehgxous :ns:ght amonyg :the :students ‘of :the yeslnvos -
_.'_'Teﬁlla—the service of the heart—ﬂecup;es an honored :
" place in the daily toutine of the yeshiva’ as'well as-on

“the ladder of religious self-éxpression - of ‘the yeshwa :
- “disciple.” Amiong _the students of the -yeshivos faith -

LT takes  roots cin thie déepest recesses of the soul;and
“Here; too, there- emerges 4 basic dxfference between el

ER - buirsts into a ﬁame that reachcs to the noblest he:ght?; :
_-the yeshiva® and the modern mstztut;ons of - enllghten- :

o of seif«saenﬁce

: Modem man tends to throw off hls ethlcai oblngat:on'_ e
..towards others, -and to - shift - them -instead ~onto- the
- shoulders ‘of some “social agency” devoid of all feelings

. of ‘mercy ‘and all “expression of actual sharing in the

“paitiof our fellow=man. The- “agency puts to shame -
.- and debases, lowers and breaks the person that stands ™ -
Coovinneed of it This hard and r1g1d attitude characterzzesf_]
~ .. ‘even ‘the contemporary institutions of - “mutual -assist< -

- -anice,” ‘and the “social worker” is not the person most

*stited to prevent a mother from-doing away with herself =~ -

.'_-;'--beeause of het"inability " to feed her nine chlldren that”.

: to religious insight—trust in our Sages, which. pervades”
~the atmosphere of the yeshiva.-Emunas chachomim is -
- “the ‘¢hannel for the ‘inculcation “of ‘the Torah heritage
Cine general and for the ‘drawing of spititual ‘sustenanes
- for every individual in particular. Emunis chachomim
~is'the unbroken link to our Torah heritage that stietches -

- Sinai,. to the great lummanes of Torah m ‘our genera

o .lzzed within the walls of ‘the yeshiva in the most natural
RN : -ioomanner, the spirit of ‘the Bnei Hayeshiva is thus pro

. And her¢ cormes the yeshiva and. Taises the banner
_ _'_.'-'-of human- dignity -that “has been torn: down.: Tn “the .
- “iyeshiva. there 'i§ o  cheap’ competition ‘between  the’
¢ pupils.'Since ‘they study Torah for its own sake; 1o ofie”
- -etivies”the  other, 1o one Jooks " at ‘the othér with a~ -
< jealous: g]ance On the' Contraty, éveryone Tejoices in
the success of the other and -gvinces his fee]mg of-

~ago, that theré is no such:joy as the resolution’ do

- -confused ‘and straying as ours, ‘there is:an ‘overflowing
-sense ‘of happiness on the parts of the Brei Haveshiva'

that is 1mpianted in- them SR

atmosphere of - splrltual happmess t}mt ruies w1thm'

Stronges*t Morwe for Faith in G-d and i in'T o:ah

then; the yeshiva which- serves -as a: well brmgmg new

Thcre are many aspécts to- the deepenmg of the pure

- And there is another effechve force a powerful spur_

“from the moment when. Moshe received the Totah, at..

tzon :
Therefore siice ﬂ]lS ermunas chachomzm is crystal

foundly uplifted ‘and- strengthened. If it was said, long -

doubs, then it is certainly trué that in @’ ‘generation ‘as

thanks to their deep faith and ) the trust m the Sages'




._:today, attracting the “critical ire - of our .youth, is the
- all too obvious lack of feeling, involvement and integ-
“tity in our society. Twentieth century man has generated
~ingenious innovations making ‘life more comfortable

- psychological problems on the other. These “problems”
“““varyin name but are generally consistent with the same
- message. “Alienated youth,” “generation gap.” “neuro-
“ticism,” “‘schizophrenia,” and all the rest of the diag-
~‘nostic labels seem to indicate the individual's poor or
“total dack of adjustment to the vicissitudes and chal-
‘Jenges -of life. The difference between “normalcy” and
mental illness is a relatively narrow one.. Abnormal
" 'thinking ahd behavior seems to be more of a matter

Tof degree rather than an absolute entity. The neurotic’s
-“behavior is- inappropriate -and extreme. His basic lack
~“of flexibility and security do not permit him to become
involved in and self-committed to important life situa-
- “tions wherein he might make potentially valuable
~>-contributions. He is simply unable to assume mature
- responsibility and cannot emerge from his self-centered,
- ‘unrealistic world. That unfortunate person may channel
~“all of his creative skills into what is ultimately repetitive
- meaningless . action. “Anomie” is an -effect of this
*social sickness, i.e., the anxiety of not being able to
© " feel, to love or become involved with others, Such is
" the sad plight of individuals who are hopelessly lost by
.-~ having ‘misinterpreted their -purpose ‘and goal in life,
:"_.EVEI’I‘EHEZIHY, normal “life presses” become so gnawing,
.~ that - despondency and - depression’ result. -~ Suicidal
- thoughts may even develop and, at that point, one is
©.’in serious need of professional treatment. All of ‘this
~Seems to stem from a psychological breakdown between
" “’man -and ‘man but perhaps more profoundly,.between
-.~man and G-d. Despite his professed atheism, it was
- none other than Freud himself who once admitted that
+ - “'the moment man raises the question of the meanmg of
':":_hm life,. he is sick.1

partments of Pediatrics and Psychiatry, Universily of Maryland
< ~Medical School, and Director of Psychological Services Com-
L Smunity Pediatric Center. _

Ahenatlon AmongYeshlVaYOUth
One of thé m;)st unfo.rtnnate. SituﬂilOIlS .piagumg us -

~on the -one_hand but concomitantly . creating more -

CUMors 8, CTasson, ‘PhD. is an Assistant Professor, De-

The Resultv of Meamngless Extstenre

Many clmlmans find that the prmmp'ﬂ reason for
: _chromc depression, depersonalization and despondency
..-tonditions in their young and middle aged patients are -~
self confessed feelings .of meaningless - existence with - '

no direction -or ‘purpose. Even -when psychotherapy or

-.other similar treatments -are - available, .these ~people
. will only respond favorably if they are able to relearn

“and develop a new, more perqonaﬂy meanmgfu] phllo— B

'sophy of life:: o :

One’ specxﬁc chmcal nerosis whlch profe%smnals '

3 -frequently encounter in their patients is the so:called
. -obsession-compulsion ‘netirosis.- Such patients are char- -
acterized - by - rigidity, ‘senseless repetition,’ uncertainty - .
~-and irritability. They become so-overly involved in-what
- should be -routine procedures ‘that they have no -time -
for - satisfying accomplishments -or self fulfillment. -
_ Theirs is a life saturated with guilt and permeated with =~
“despair.. Preparation for anything becomes an end in
. itself. Their life work remains uncompleted; their hveq '
- hopeless -debacles, e

A n'ew. focus - in - p'éyréhdtheré'py'._'w'h”iéh';at{embté' o -

~ treat this and other such problems has resulted in the
:deVeIopment -of *T” -(training)- “sensitivity” or - _
_counter” groups. Based on existential theory; the  goal
~-of the group “facilitator” “(leader) -isto exterpalize -
~'pent “up - feelings .and -emotions, - Participants - actually
- relearn fiow to feel by freely talking about experiences. -
* “The assumption -is ‘that this ‘will help them with life =~
' situations -more effectively. The more “regressed” the
- :group, the more primitive will be the feelings they rust

[13

simulate. ‘This s based ‘on the hypothesis that many

.- . individuals “merely go through the -motions of feelings

but are cssentially incapable of actual self growth and

- maturity. The Jack of wholesome interpersonal “en-
" - counters with others with the concomitant absencé of =
"~mutual respect create artificial rather than veal relation- .
- 'ships. Once-the group facilitator can -reincarnate -hu-
- manism by éncouraging people to express themselves .~
~ without anxiety, he has succeeded in fostering a positive -~
_therapeutic change W]i‘h the memberq

Tf[t’ ]ewtsh Observer / July, 1970
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- Is thie above stncﬂy a secular phenomenon or does :
it “have. 1mp]:catiom for Torali Tews? Are onr edica- -
: _-tional institutions doing enough i the way" of provxdmg :

‘sonal ‘interchanges of ‘thoughts and coricérns with ex-

Vayom: Yehii be' anecha Fachadashim’?

““acgepting “it 18 enormous;

ot beeii able ‘to facilitate - any ‘change.

g _'I cant accept hypocrmy

state -of ‘turmoil,’ when “he  kfiows: ‘he is’

o Texistential - crisis”
_'poses an: ommOus threat to basm behefs or emunak

.The"]ew:sh Observer / July, 1970

; _ho 1d m()re fortuna ¢ peop Who.a e not ami

-_fusmn”" assume ﬂle ‘naive approach -that”their fei]o
Jews will grow: out of their dilemmas and see-the light:
- someday? ‘Are not questions ‘and riconsistent  dtfittides

~personal and emphatic goidance to our young people? - n themseives symptomatxc of psycho Spmtual conﬁzct .-

Oris there any value i estab]nshmg staall groups ‘where e

young pecple are offered an opportunity for h]ghly per- - __'n'llve underdevelopcd 1mmature sonls: Who do fiot 'dex

Cserve Tour e -and- assistance ‘or do we have' an: obli-

._-pcr:enced ‘Jeaders? “ And “in - other  ways of prov:dmg' “gation 1o rédch - their troubled minds? Dependmg on

‘more adequate help to them? This writer would like .. “p . adroitly  this “sensifive problem’ is* handled, it ‘can’

'_.to assuine an affirmative position based on- actual thera-'."-:---
- peutic: encounters with people of Orthodox upbringing . -

“either generate new intrinsic growth or result in psych
- spiritual ~destruction; When - there is ‘no intérvention;

and "Torah environment. The bulk of this group consists - -~ however,. the individual - continugs - to feel. that he- .Js'

. of high'school students and young adults who, i the - <uoi ik i and subsequently as the ‘Cutrént expression
D conﬁdenual counse"img relatmnshlp, complam of stheir 7= : s
T religiows insecurity. They “term their:own . 1nsmcer1ty-'_
*‘and-lack of motivation, while maintaining the forms of
7 Cobsetvance blatant hypocnsy There ‘are various giiev="- oo
ances; . but certain’ ones” appear ‘to-be overwhelmingly o
o consistent from one person - to anotheér, One'is the da=" . - ﬁ
“ 7o vening or daily prayer setvices. By rabbinic law, we ar¢ .
. enjoined to daven the same prayers;: ‘don the' samie fe- :_.-havc ‘a trémendous’ need for:horiesty and - ‘consistency
- filling talis; etc., and fiterally go-through almost identical ~iand refuse to” accept that which'is deveid ‘of ‘meaning
-routifies every day of .our lives. We say- “Bechol Yoni - : ' ; : :
4% ~(each day -

“should be s a'new. begmnm;, in your GYES was i it was o youths who  seek - our answers. for ‘the here and no

 Many young people in-yeshivos: today come ‘from’ irre-
ligious “homes' where - the” environnent is- “certainly’ in
1 00) _wayslmﬂar to:the day schools and ‘yeshivos where
- they -acquire the foundations of their faith: Their ‘né
~Aor understand;ng and’ gmdance s leal and urgent

.."-yotm" ‘people today ‘has”ihesame connotatlon that

- for -them. Even* the famots, Talmudic dictum’of *4
" sincerity Ieadq to s1ncer1ty”4 does not placate: bewx]dered

“this"day that you were commanded to do them) but the -

_difference between meérely stating a-fact and emotionally

0 ‘One syoung man~ fecently ©
L told- the writer that,. whereas ‘in “the yeshiva, heis’

7 “considered to'be an “adel” (rcligious) ‘person by overtly

“ . conforming ‘with' the: religious customs: and - practices;” -

““'he. does: not follow' them at hofne: He' had ‘mixed

< feelings’ about. th:s mconsastency but over the 'years has.

" ““They sare

o :;f.]ust empty words which have’ no mcanmg for me and e

- _ : _ . hiever-had the “zchus” of being persona]ly mspured by

el : ~a"Reb" Yisroel Salanter, Chofétz Chaim or Chazon'Is
The same 1s tru" w:th othcr m:tzvos Rote perfunc-__ S

tory performance can ultimately terminate in complete -

- apathy and eventual rejection of those practlces People e
must actually see’ and feel progress if they are to ‘per- =
~severe and continue in” their religious growth and ‘de- .
.veiopment (w}nch is contmuous) Enthus:asm mustbe -
constant and self fulfilling. Tt ‘must also” satisty some
- basic nced from  within. When one reaches the point
- “where  hig” aHegxance 16 Y ahadus s shaky and i a
: “performinig” " -
o satisfy “others” whomever they may be, then heis

2 dtmg expetienice but only on one level: The personifica
- tion -and living example ‘of ]earnmg ‘occupies. @ much:

~in‘our ‘schools who consistently” exemiplify Tordh teach

ever; the child s depnved of a'crucial ‘need. The differ
- ence between gazing:at the Torah on parchment and

- comparisoft. “To be more spemﬁc, learhing what to ‘and
- ‘what ‘hot to"do -on Shabbos 'is" learning; but" seemg q

- individial ‘is éxposed o consistent living: Judaism; th
_moré “meaningful it “becomes 1o hiny. Great Teaders:
anchiored”: anci mxred i what has beeri called “he o

"4 déep ‘insult to the psyche: w}nch

-parents Who understand and respect thelr mdmdualzty_

“seas of doubt and’ overwhe}med by waves ‘of con

2OES, - “cops otit.” “Hypocrisy™ is ‘a disease” which to

commun:qm” has to ultra nght conservatlves

The Crux of ﬂze Dzlemma

Herc then is the cri of thc dtlemma Young peop]e ;

Rehgmuq siudy in itself can be a rich and mwgor
“higher pinndcle. Too many of .us have. unfortunately'

ZtL Fortunate!y there ‘are many parents and feachers

‘inigs in'their own lives: When this is not the case, how
-'chemg it ‘personified in flesh and blood ‘obviously ‘defies
“{zadik* live ‘the -Shabbos is inspitational. - The more an-

“evoké adimiration and profound reverence. 'Wh'e’ﬁ"a"'sfmf'
desit “or ‘child- has the’ privilege to b with: fédchers or




__..;“ Learmng what and what not to do on Shabbos lS Iearnmg, _but

seemg a Zadick ||ve the Shabbos i |s msplratlonal The more

“an mdlwdual is’ exposed to consistent Iwmg]udalsm the more
| ' meanmgful it becomes to hlm” i

“legiance is the result’ In this sense; the writer fully
~-agrees .in principle with -the observations of Rabbi
~Lustig and can personally attest to the deep, affection-
“ate and spiritual ties between so many yeshiva students
and -their respective Roshel  Yeshivos. Jt .must be
~realized however, that, just as in any large educational
-setting,: countless boys are not being reached and are
-in desperate .need of guidance. Teachers and parents
~must always ‘Temember that effective education and

“individual requires a very special acceptance at every
.. stage of his growth and development. Young people
.~ today -are not like pieces of clay that can be formed
‘and shaped at will; they are individuals with feelings
and personalities just as much -as everyone else. The
- most effective method of teaching “religion” is to
.. -personify its lesson at all times, in and outside the
“home .and classroom. ; _
o It must be realized 'that whe‘re "this' i 'not done, the
‘child sees this as “hypocrisy.” For parents and teachers
1o insist .on strict adherence ‘to principles ‘they them-

“young people today observe an unfortunate ‘gap be-
“tween religious performance and commitment and com-
plain .about it,- their protests -are legitimate -and ap-
~propriate.. It is a sad fact that the Torah is often so
- -misunderstood. The Maharal says it succinctly when
“he .reminds us that the only purpose of all the 613
--mitzvos is to clevate man to the highest degree possible
" where .he actually emulates the ways of his Creator.®
It is certainly much easier but not sufficient, to remain
gt the “mitzvah level” rather than to undergo basic

- personality change. Rabbi Chaim Moshe Luzatto also
“stresses the importance of character perfection. ‘He
~-recommends -strict adherence to any thought, action
“itvor ‘behavior that will ultimately bring -the individual

~as-well, then nrtual affection and deep personal al- -

~child rearing is a two-way street. The uniquencss of the

= selves do not fully accept, is to make a Iaughing stock -
-of our most cherished heritage. Consequently, wherever -

“closer to righteousness ‘and ‘perfection.® Every ‘person -

"~ has his own particular emotions and reoertoire'which o
‘forms his unique -individual make-up.  These specific

.~ patterns, if positive, should be respected and encouraged -

~at all times. That each individual -is -unique, -requiring

. different types of stimulation -and attention, is another
frequently overlooked fact, S :

Developmg a New Genume Personahtv T g

tional .acceptance of the Torah; the -individual’s -life

~style should undergo an extensive reassessment, ideally .0
~-leading to - the generation .of a new, more genuine .

personality.. This type of person .is, ipso facto; the -
antithesis of neurcsis and -emotional instability. The
test of genuineness is when the individual performing

" his daily routine, gains self .confidence, . security and,
- 'most .of all, self freedom - and independence. These
‘"goals can-never be superimpoesed upon people. “They

must be ignited by inspiration -from within -and find

“constant reinforcement from without, Self-actualization

is accomplished when a person can experience growth
and maturity. For him; the words of the Creator and

-~ His taw are spontaneously binding and inspiring. There = -
" will be times when he will not understand why events = *
" occur as they do but as long -as he is convinced that .~ -
- the Torah ‘was created for his personal needs, he will .~
continue to-search for reasons which are meaningful

to him. It is-crucial that young people not be dis- =
couraged from expressing themselves freely and’ always :

. find an empathetic ear for their anxicties, -

- . The writer would like to urge, as.a prophylax:s to L
. the problem discussed, that much more be done, both -

through the home and the schools; to meet the needs
of our youngsters. The necessary -steps - are - similar

in many ways -to the ‘original philosophy of the :
- ‘modern day Mussar Yeshiva. Firstly, each individual - -
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Wxth the proper onentatlon ‘motivation and emo=~ T ;



: “be absolud e]y_certam that he understands fo Jiis
satisfaction the - meaning. ‘and purpose of his hfe as”

" grade in"school, and parents: must  be watchful not

behavior and . that ‘which “their children are taught- in.
“ school. The writer has encountered parents who main-
“tain - thiat “they  can - explam

is~ fallacions, harmful’ and callously " cruel:

: '-'r'secunty qnd sclf~assurance

Quﬂmed by the Torah: Implicit here, of course, is that
whatever is spoken Of tanght as law ‘and réligion must-
" be ‘consistently practiced by -‘all from the very earliest

:to create cotifusion and dissonance” ‘between their: own-:_'--":'

casons ‘why “life “is ' different at home. “When you Tl
ome, do as we'say: what yoidoin school is & different
“story.” Whether implicit or explicit, ‘this Tationalization
: - Children
" should not be ‘éxpected 16 -choose independently. Pa- -

- ‘rental guidance i§ paramount ‘and should be considered
-~ -an-inviolable obligation at all-stages-of development.
Any dereliction” shows a-lack of -understanding, irre= . -
- sponsibility afid -‘poor - control., /A" héme eénvironment © -
“which supports- the school; ‘on ‘the’ other hand crcates

e Secondiy, i esential that teachers take nothmg_'f'
o for granted.” The skilled instructor ‘should be aware of
“signs” and" symptoms in hisstudents afid “know ‘how
and . when 1o intervens; Clarification - and queshonmg'.”'__
. shold be enéoutaged and praised at-all times. In the ™

-~ ‘event that ‘the téachet is unable to- satlsfy  particulat” .
- “situation;-the latter must be mature’ enough fo consult
~and, i necessary; Tefer (o others who may bé of help.
2 Not all teachers can handle” every problem ‘Obviotisly,.
."'.-'__"__'sarcasm and behtﬂmg has no place in our sys‘zem e

-~ In"short,” honesty, and
self “awareness” may -bring" out” those quahtles from'._
i .thhm that arc necessary for survxval :

I ..Frcuci 5 Tlm P.s*vcho;mfhobgy Of Evmyday
- don: -

.2 Rashi, Devorim, 26:16,° "

3. Ermtiofh Vede oz‘h Intmductlon

ST o Pesochim 300
107 their children the 5. Tiféres Ylsroel ch 7

. Mesilas Y eshorim; Chapt 1

. Chaye Odom, ch 68 par 25

Thlrdly, in order to consohdate feehngs and actmn :

o .'-"ccrtam times should be ‘reserved ¢ach day for introspec- .-
i tive contemplation and self ‘evaluation. 1f the value of .
° " this neglected ‘self discipline “¢an be instilled in“people = -
while ‘they “are 'still young, their hves will :be"enriched -
- with new spirit ‘and inspiration.- Comempiatlon prior
o performmg religions functions can: generate-a: clearer
o state of ‘mind and better ‘motivation. ‘(According o -
halochoh, rehglous duties performed “m - an 1mpu}swe“'_ %
- mahner, without preparation, may actuai]y ot be prop< .-

- erly executed.) BEach individual :should be encoutaged:
710" do ‘the best he-can in ‘@ manner which-he, as 4 free
" and unique person, feels is most satistying, Viewing da--
“verning in‘a different perspective; perhaps as a personal,”
“‘confidential ‘long- distance <all" between " the - individual - -

- and his “Makér -may transform - mieaningless utterings

R new awareness Of self and potentm]

'_'The Jewzsh Observer / ]uIy, 1970

' into spiritual encounter, replete’ with in¢aning, purpose <
. uind “emotional - commitment. This' “style” of ‘thinking =~
.-':'may even” improve -social relationsh1ps resultmg from '_ i

"f.ORTHUDOX TUURISTS
'-f‘Ol.lM" TO ISRAEI.

-suon ‘of rehg:ous life and accomplishments in Israe! :

new \usiqs for you. e

CTOURIST AND ALIYAH DEPARTMENT.

5 Shomer Hakotsl S+ (P.OE, 326) Jerusaem Israe!: =

: Pofenho'! Ori‘hndox ! _ohm

‘mutual respect at all levels:
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_T’FILLAH

- ‘been left unscathed by the prevailing radicalism of our
~times, “Relevance” has become the battle cry of 2 new
" generation of theologians and laity, challenging ortho-
- doxy, with its multitudinous laws and customs, as being
--archaic and out of tune with the requirements of modern
© o mman,. “Social involvement” has ‘been blended with tra-

“~manner as to change the very structure of the religion
Stself. *“Comimitment” has taken on a sacred connota-
. tion, and has become “a status symbol for the young
‘clergyman, -as he dips his ecclesiastical hands into the
“turbulent cauldron of social equality and welfare. By
““stripping prayer of jts maze of regulations some theo-

“-emotional glow of a more personalized worship. Prayer
“has in some places degenerated into an emotional—as
- distinet :from spiritual—orgy, a .be-in of brotherhood
““and sensual enlightenment, embellished and enhanced
by auditory and visual contrivances. :

-2 In the case of Judaism, an 1mp0rtant factor which
_:__has _contnbuted,. and will probably continue to con-
- “tribute, to attacks on its teachings is a superficiality in

“{o eamestly try to grasp the subtle and profound con-
~cepts underlying our many mitzvos has drawn a very
~.sizeable group of intellectuals away from -orthodoxy.
- For that reason, a teexamination for example, of the
- conceptual basis of T'fillah would be of value—even

~-gtrain our social environs have-imposed upon us.

Some two thousand years ago Judaism underwent
“-an -abrupt metamorphosis and stepped down to a new

S fillah, is a student in the Bais Hamidrash of the Talmudical
: 'Yeshxvah -of Philadelphia. . : R

- ---.’:-Unfo.rtdnatel'y" religion, Judaism -included, has not :

- ditional Orthodox doctrine - and practice in such a

“Togians feel that they have released religion from its .
- “archaic bonds, ensbling the worshipper to bask in the

~the understanding of the tenets in question. This gross
:“negligence on the part of the “enlightened,” in failing .

& ‘to us who are commitied—in the face of the inevitable

-'MOSHE SOKOL, author of this searching reexamination of Te-

A REEXAMINATION

eraof worsh1p and behef “We were. relcgwted from'"-
- the rarified - atmosphere of -kedisha on the Temple
- Mount to a level befitting the decline in our faith-and
- commitment to G-d.-The Bais Hamikdosh was destroy- .~ -
" ed. The trautna of this spirituaily cataclysmic event has -~ =
. never left us, and it will continue to pattern ‘our Jives -
- until the arrival of the Moshiach: 'We lost “the heart =
‘of our people” as it has been- called, where ‘existence =
- was_purely spirituai ‘and - G-dly. The Ten .Miracles, -
. which were an- integral part of the life of the Bais -
~ Hamikdosh; bore witness to"a ‘transcendency’ over the
- physical,. as the bonds of fature were severed, _Icavmg
~ - the supernatural and spiritual obvious to all worship- .~
o pers. Every action, every detail built up to a gestaltian - e
~whole which in turn imbued these -actions ‘and details
with ‘an even greater spiritual significance.” Inevitably
~embedded in the hearts and minds of the Oley Regel,

the festival -Pilgrims, - these * feelings . were . circulated

- -throughout all of Isracl, ‘extending the powerful impact -
‘of the Bais Hamikdosh ‘to all of Klal Yisroel. And it . -
—was basically the -understanding .and - practice of one ©
"important concept which played a- ma;or role inen- -

- -gendering this '1tmosphcre : :

Our Dependency Upon G—d

-G—d’s emstence is absolute, dependent upon nothmg TS
and requiring nothing to exist. Mankind’s existence
‘however, is completely dependent upon G-d; our being - -
is absolutely not absolute.-Our strength, our capabilities, . -
“our ‘intelligence ‘and .our achievements exist ooly be- .- -
cause He so desires. If we -were independent in the -
slightest -way, then, in that particular way, we would =
‘be on a:par with .G-d, -a condition quite impossible,
Since we are only dependent creatures our existence is -

not full or complete,: but .only relative.. This, in.turh,

implies that we are truly non-beings, since we have no S
- intrinsic claim to existence, independence and accom- - -7
~ plishment. This' Doctrine of Non-Existence (if it may

" The Jewish-Observer-/ Iuly, 1970~




the' Maharal _M’Praguc elisiug;

implicit in”the . declaration

.ﬂfﬁrmmg G-d-as ‘the “ultimate” riler whoss “dominion

nef fuiﬁllmg thc ob]ect of thc crea’uon

'--As thls concept bccomcs a’ part of our- Ilvcs' “the”

Iacc

- alriost a sclf—:mmclatlon

_j___destroycd nulhﬁcd by thc absoiute emstcnce of G d.

: :f_korbon to G d.

" sive; almost dlsturbmg, d;ssoiu‘aon of the mdcpendencc':_:f”

- of the physxcal

The Jewash Obserter / .Iuiy 19/0

St din oud -
milvado;” “Nothmg exists aside from IHim,” the ‘entire -
{crcatzon being in-essence a non-entity,’ fu]ly relative o’
His . absolutiom. As' we tealize” this; we are ‘ineffect™

is 80 great as (o nullify our inhefent’ bein We are, mi St L
b Y. e R .;--T’ﬁllah supplanted korbonos As: we: pray to G—d._
. we come- to ifealize. our: dcpcndence upon Him, ‘an

-physmal World, ourselves included,” dimifishes n im-
‘portance. We ¢an now become: spiritual beings; as'the .
spiritual displaces  the - physical~ and  natural. In this
way we' become of course; worthier of havmg mqucles"_'}_'
‘occut for us: However, in" addition to-ouF being simply
- worthier of them; miracles are now logically warranted:
©onrenslaveriient ‘o nature’ js. an- 1mped1ment to+the -
supernatural “miracle, -bot* when ‘our lives are not of

the’ physwﬂ and nat““ﬂ m;raclcs can” readﬂy take :'_:'_-.dzsregard ‘of the laws of ‘nature; for why should the

o -~ wotds of our mouth bring about tain where' o clouds
Sl Ccntral to thc Baw Hamzkdovh were t'hc korbonos- '
fThc symbohsm in ‘burninig " the ‘korbor as ‘an offering "
10 G-d s rich and profound; elevating the donor'to a. -
“unigue” spmtual height. Behind ‘every sin, évery wrong-: . =
‘doing; is the “conscious or ‘subconscious -assertion” of - - S
man’s independence trom G-d, He follows his own will
- rather than” G-d’s “during ‘the act of ‘the transgression” .
wrotselfy and cxpccts 10 escapc free of punishinent, not =
'__.."'w:thstandmg - divine ‘guarantee -of rctrxbutmn The =
" korbon is brovght to rectify ‘this:- ‘g man sees a part”
-~ of ‘himself=<his ‘possession—go up in flame; he sees
~his manifest. dcpendcnce ‘upon G~d “He begins to com-"~
- “prehend “that eveéry being must return to his creator,
fcllowmg the flame-as it points 1o the heavens. He sees
-""-..not only h:s mdependencc Tost 1 in the  conflagration but = -
imself. Tt becomes
ag the' heart; the mind, the .-
-stomach, and the ey'és,.f’all'fscéts --"of “desife’ and ‘there- -
< fore - stimulants to " his - feeling : of mdependcncc cares

ot “fruit” as chazal calls it—of this basic spititual el

Evcn for the nghteous, 1hc physzcal mamfestahon'_.
: ':of hisenioble thcughts has'a profound effect tpon’ hzm,--:
“and “so” the” r:ghteous also must At t;mes prcscnt a o

not mmply tc prov1dc an opportunlty pcrmdxcal]y t() Te-

: 'Thcsc cﬂ“cnngs playcd a ma3or roie n gwmg thc Baw'
- “Harikdosh the spiritual existence it had: this impres-—

. e S - “ence by bcmg Bouid 1o T’fillah throughout all of his.
_But thc ‘Buis Hamzkdovh Was dcstroyed Thc kor—-
bonos Whlch had enabied us to attam the spmtual :

':-We dcspcratcly nceded 'f ;ﬁttmg rep]accmcnt and g
-_thc chachamzm, m their wisdom; requircd sl male’y eWs_f
_. _tc pray thrcc txmes durmg every twcntymfour hour cycle

'-3 o From Korbonm io T’ﬁllah_ :

.- ~become fully cogmzant of our mere relatlvc existence.
In"the Shema we proclalm Him: a5 the one Supreme:
“Being, alI of crcation dcpendcnt upcn Hlm and Hls;
~desires. <. ve asaphm es d'gancha .- ;
Syou' shaH gather your grain . .. .?’—'—iofﬂyif_""
Tisten; 1" 1o the decrees of G-d. As we pour out 6
wishes and ‘hopes jni the Shmoeh Esrez ‘we claim Him’
: '15 the leer and dcclarc ourselves as merc rec:lplents-

The fulﬁ]]ment of a prayer reqmres a s;aemal d;vmc

. '_-are then present 16 supp]y moisture? After our involv
“mient in Tfillah, ‘where we décry our mdcpcndcncc and
“miake’ :room for the spiritual, thereby’ becommg a’‘more
: sp:ntual person we arc worth1er of thls mtelventlo

3

~but’ with thls dcvaiuatlon of thc physwal mturc as “the’
3mpedlment to the supematurai t[ulﬁl!ment of our pray-
_.-_eﬂ, 1s morc pr()nc to H1s dlsregard s

e can How undcrstand the” cryptxc statemcnt of
-.-chazal that the majof s’¢har or compensat:cn for pray~
ing, with  particular profundlty is' received in Olam
Haba, 1ather than-in this world. Superficially one would
f.__jthmk ‘othérwise,  and  consider :the" fulﬁllment ‘of our
“prayers in this® World to be the proper reward. Examin-
“ing this"point in“the light of ‘what has prevnously ‘been
“discussed; it bécomes clear that the basic: acccmphs -
Hent of T’ﬁllah is a nullification of ‘oie’s’ mdcpcndence

i from Ged; E funidamental spmtuai transformation. The
- fulfillment of the’ prayer is a mere outgrowth——a “peu P

“yation. And ‘of courqe the rcaI reward for thls change
-_-1s i Olam Haba o

T’ﬁllah was 10 pattem our’ hves oir days and mghts

< stitiited s’ mandatory not 3ust oncc ﬁbut thrcc tlmcs
-'_cvcry twcnty four hotts, ‘morning, aftemoon and -even
*“ing.Man was 10 be: reminded of -his meré relativé: exists

~“waking hotirs; constantly proclaiming ‘Hiis relianice vpon
- G=d. Symbolically he sees'the entire span of ‘his _b_emg:'._




.ing Z’man t'fillah, the time one may pray each respec-
“tive Tfillah.-Mda'ariv deals with G-d as Hé is “ma’ariv
-aravim”—"brings about evening,” controlling time and
“‘man’s relation to it..Shacharis begins the day with our
"-aspirations and hopes, desires and wishes.. It sets the

~ s therefore appropriate to the morning. Mincha carries
“Shacharis through the day, bringing to the fore and
‘reiterating our ‘commitments and desiderata. Diurnally
Cand nocturnally’ we are imbued with the concepts that
'_'_{:T fillah -so eloquenﬂy expounds.

-7 's0" much more -meaning to the appellation- “Bais Ha-
- mikdosh Koton”—the small Bais Hamikdosh” which

- has been .given to our Shuls. The Bais Haknesses,
- founded upon the same philosophy of non-existence
- embodied must continue to embody those same ideals
“which were manifest in the Bais Hamikdosh. As the
~later-day  “heart of our people” -it must play the
7 vital tole of infusing Jewry with that same’ spirit of
- the Bais Hamikdosh, not through a passive dissemina-
“fion of knowledge, but as an active force in the recur-
: -'_'rms; re;uvendtzon of the mmd and soul. -

_ “ Tt is in'the Bais Haknevses that we also; as the Ram—
ban comments, evince our subjugation to G-d through
" Tfillah B'tzibur—praying with a minyan, a quorum
© " of men,’As an assemblage of people lift their voices in
<ancearnest  declaration of “Shema Yisroel Hashem
_'Z Elokenu Hashem Echad,” or any other part of T’fillah,
“they are communally, rather than individually, pro-
- ‘claiming G-d as the absolute monarch: They are power-

- fully emphasizing G-d as king of the multitudes, as the
~ultimate sovereign whose sovereignty negates the very
".-'.ex1stence of those masses.

Praymg with a minyan is an mtellectual and spmtual
~enhancement of the personal, elevating 7°fillah of the
-~ individual, rather than just one lost bolt in the machine
of a tzibur's prayer. The formal “mass-minyan” is not
~"“the Judaic counterpart of the technological, mechanized
- society -of the present in whose complex maze the lost
-+ ~existential individual has to search for a meaningful
- place. It is a tzibur of men individually entreating of,
“ooand communing with G-d. T"fillah in its true sense is
- not merely our unique rebuttal to the intellectual and
" ‘emotional invective hurled at Orthodoxy. It is also the
~-ultimate -means through which the oft-discussed Lost
~American Jew .can discover the solution .to the dis-
. “turbing - all-encompassing impasse that our times have
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“claiming subjugation to Him. Fach 7'fillali is unique . -
“to'its particular itime; ‘hence we have thalachos concern-

“pattern of the day, setting prerogatives and goals, and

Thls supplanting of the- korhonos by Tf !Iah lends _'

being.

inievitably created. T fillah is fiha{:._'rﬁ*ié'st'_-';ﬁéfson al search:
Hor a réalistic-understanding of G-d and His relation="

. ship not- only Wwith the Jew, but with all of mankind.
- The laws which the chachamim felt were necessary for =~
.- a realization .of this' understanding are the guidelines .~ =
" to be followed for a more successful sesrch:

“Halachah,” literally translated, means- gulde i The-_ ;

] implication is that -all of Halachd; that vast body of -

.~ law dealing with every facet of human life; is not meant -

“to .be and does not function as-an asphyxiating -force, .

~ usurping the Seilf of the individual, and leaving behind -
a hollow automaton, a shell of mindless ritualistic ob- =
servance. It is merely a goide to his endeavors as a g
specific individual, with a personality and capabilities .~
" unique to him. Halachah in T°fillah, as well as in all =

aspects-of Judaism, is to direct this individual throu"gh-' =
~the complex matrix of life to a transcendent, eievated -

The' Lost ‘American Jew' has only ‘to search within'

~ . himself, aided by Halachah, for his .unique, congenital -

ability to find a meaningful personal rapport with G-d. -~

- n a,yaga;,;;-za;é,@c; the elogance of the occasion .
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___j-':-fReb Avrohom.:__]ofen '7"!1
by Yecbzel thzcbok Perr_:

o Erev Pesach foliowxng Bedzkas Chometz, Reb Av—'::
2 rohom Jofen “died ‘in Jerusalem:’ He 'died ‘as he had -
S hved; with g regahty of human spirit; “with the dignity -
- of intellect; calmly’and with purpose; and after a ]1fe—' :
“ - timé of Tove of Gad, with a kiss: _
Ci From ‘the public” view, “his” passing markcd* the end
Lol an era, theend of a saga: We find it ‘so much casier | :
4o gee the wholeniess iof ‘a” person 'when-he s gone:
~“Hi$ physical presence is 10 longer before us, beguﬂmg'.-‘ :
~us; #s-is the nature of the ‘physical, to think that this:
.'-:'_"'-whlch we'see, and ‘only” this, isall of the reality. And -
~with Reb Avrcohom Jofen’s passing, ‘when the physical
presence was femoved, there was revealed not ‘just:the”
- beauty of his' spiritual “sélf; but “of a whole ‘world of -
© 7 the spirit as well; to wh:ch he was thc lmk and perhaps T T R S i
. the only key. e - hint of compromise; it is Navaradok that made’a major
CooAnditis a woﬂd from whach we' all havc mhcnted o Teontribation in introducing - thesé  thoughts “into the
e '_'If, in :the ;yeshwos __today __there 8 ._fm.zdeal of “Limud ‘everyday lexicon -of the Torah -world. But thére w g
i Hatorak ‘Lishmo {or dll; - disdain for the “blandish-" " much - more “yet in Navaradok - thén an empty word
. menits of & materialisti¢ socicty; ‘an intolerance for any - dreams of; and now, who will interpret ur dreamis?

. Navaradok Concelved and foundcd by hxs < Talmid is tausht "an'ev'v" tHe':'ané'i'ent":{x}iéHOm “the
. father-in-Jaw, Reb Yoseph Horowitz, “Der Alter.” “greatest conquest is mastery of one’s self.” Tn a
- Der Alter spent seven ‘years ‘of self—lmposed soli=-- = world where Jewish Cominunists flaunt their

o :__;_.tude i a Russian forest. Far from’ the pctty world : s, Rebbzs demonstiate:: “Buﬁd yesh;vos‘ and’
- _of men hefound the gredt world thatis man. Fat - feach Torah; bringing yOur ‘safety -and perhap

' from- ﬁlC .__tmnu]t of_somety_he._heard _theyozce.of T yonr fife as a sacrifice on-an altar to G—d ? A'

S _'._-h.iS.'OWﬁ" heart. “And h'aving Theard this voice, he - " Torah of ‘black fire ‘writfen “om white. o

~went forth to"scream its message to those. others . - Navaradok, What 1magcs Aie con]ured up _-"be~

-~ who struggle to hear through'the deafening fu- - fore the mind’s eye. Wide-eyed eleven-year-olds
<oty "and 10 build ‘a movement’ which he - envi- S and grey-bearded eldérs: Hundreds of | y()ung e
sioned “as’ 4. sc]f-qustammg exp10510n a storm'. T excitedly -pacing - the Bais :Medrash floor in. ‘the
- center for - the world. - S ot give.and take s of - Mussar:“the . Bourse:!

- “Navaradok. The’ very Hame- is mvested w:th o oclothes on your back Jare all tint you've
~impact and - legend, with ‘Mesirds  Nefesh: In a’ " i~ From five years of wear the shirt “has  tirned
Tk -wor}d seethmg w1th revolutmn and conque‘;t A ol black. A Talmid crouching over the: Tittle note-
Es e L el ook where mght}y he - draws’ up an -ac¢counit of
UWABBI PERR 1§ fho g:andson by marriage of Reb Avrohom Jofen - - hise spm{ual condition and progress. Scndmg food

< zt"l, and the Principal of the "Yeshiva of Far Rockaway and " o
al‘so a comnbmor to the Jewn“h ObveJ ver (J’une ’69 Jan.70). : o _.to a chaver iaﬁed for teachmg Tor'th and Wrap-

. -'__".The :-Jewrsh _-Observer -./ _Iuly, A970 - T 19




“alking in Ieammg in"order ‘niot to waste ‘the
i time: - Teen-agers ]umpmg on ‘moving - trains,

~between cars, and pulhrsg themselveés “up slowly
-t safety - above “the ‘racing “wheels.. Smuggling
- themselves “across - the border to- Poland, And
-~ Talmidim® slipping "coins: into  the “shoes of a

- ¢haver  whilé he sleeps,for they know he will
- niever ask, for ‘he is ‘working on acquiring Bita-
~ehon A hundred hungry bodies Jocked in- dance,
a hundred hungry souls vibrating - between- inner
~ . and outer costnos; “this world, this world is a very
LU maTrow span TCrOss” 1t—1f youre unafraad you

Locan

: _roar Az m'ken nit ariber, muz men ariber.”
© Der Alter with a smile, “A person wishes he could
‘“ bécome a ‘Godol in .one night, and he wishes to
. sleep -that ‘night as well.” :\Der -Alrer to his licu-
i tenantss “Where others ‘send a letter, I send a
ik rtelegrame s
i have already gone myself, and will go yét a second
C:time:” Ten years: of hard work ‘are invested in
.- building a yeshiva in a certain city. Yet when it
“becomes evident that the yeshiva will not be in
- -‘the image Der Alter desires, he -announces its
o .closing. “Rebbe,” his . Talmidim cry, “ten years
-3_'_1 of hard work.” “Torah must be taught only from

ping it n a page fiom'a Gemorrah Wa;t:ng in the'.- e
diing: room ‘hoping: there ‘may: be’ Aood, and

clutching “despetately - af the “rain slick chains

“Der- Alfer dr;pel!mg aﬂ doubts thh a Tiow's

‘Where other senid a’messenger, T

- pure motives; _ he: rephes : and protectmg- a fens

TLoyedt ifivestment 15 also an 1mpure motwe ” And"- o

. he closes the yeshiva.: - i _
_ - Reb Avrohomni, traveling arm-in-arm’ with- }ns
_ father-inslaw in - the nio-man’s-land ‘between the

: “red z_md white armies, seeking a place to establish 3
another veshiva; Reb Avrohom allowing his own -

” ‘children to hunger and giving away their food to
" others. A center in Bialystock, seventy-two ye- -

shivos, four thousand Talmidim. His home so =~

" ~crowded - with-_students . he - must - prepare his

= Shiurim standing “by .the ‘mantlepicce. The out-
~standing Talmidim of Grodno and Mir .coming = . -
-~ regularly tohear these Shiurim. Endless cheer- = .

" fulness on his lips, endless encouragement. Tear- .~

.-ing apart a Talmid who by any other standard is

' . already a $aint; and who will later stand forlornly o

- . in the streets, tears pouring down his face, having

B “‘heard of his passing. Reb Avrohom standing with S

* the Talis over his head before Ne'ilah,.eyes closed,

- .surrounded by his Talmidim, crying out, “A- pure

_' _:.heart -create-in me,-Oh L-rd, and a proper-spirit
" renew “within -mie.
- -checks as Mussar is learned with its special nigun

o ~in the semi-solitude of the Bais HaMussar, © . O i ) :'_ .

. must become clear and true 6 a person,
0 what s his duty in - this world?
. .".'what js his duty in this world?"
.+ what is his duty in- this world? -

X " or five hours he altowed himself. Fecling suddenly
- unwell, he asked that a neighbor be called. A
““doctor-was summoned. - He was made more com-

- “better,” the -neighbor remarked. . With a tone of
- mild wonder he answered,.“Don’t you sce that 1
~“am breathing ‘my last?” Within half an hour, a
- prayer on his lips, he followed his thouq'mds of
-students into eternity.

mg of Chazal that, before the -world was created, the
~Forah existed in the form of black fire written on white
~fire. And he explained that Torah has two aspects: the
~severe restrictions, characterized by the -imagery of

'3_b1ack ﬁre, and all th'e beauty and blessing, warmth and

S Hamissor V’Hafiaav Rahb: Avrohom Jofen New York,
1987, pp 7374, :

5__}.'20' o

He had _rét’ifed at Iﬁidnight; 1 sleép the four .

fortable. “The Rosh Yeshiva seems to be feeling

In ‘one -of his Shmuesin® he elaborated on thc teach- -

healing; represeitted by white fire. And he went on'to .
- explain that-if not for the aspect of black fire in the -

. Torah, -the -aspect ‘of white fire-would never be ‘the .-
- blessing it ‘was intended to be. The Shabbos- is referred

to as “a ddy of rest and sanctity” and hascertain qual- .
*ities which are best described ‘as “‘similar to-the World =~
. to come.”
* too often-is-a curse; -a time-when  the ‘rate ‘of violent

And ‘yet for Gentiles, their .day of rest afl

crimes and deaths jumps dramatically. The :difference

-~ between the two derives from the fact, that the blessing - =~
" of white fire “cannot ‘exist without -the restrictions of *+ .
" black fire: Leisure without “simultaneous blinding re- -
- strictions becomes instead a:curse. And to such:an - -
extent, that Chazal declare that a gentile is forbidden -~
* to keep ‘the Shabbos. It should therefore beunderstood, .-~
_he contifues, that the ‘black fire is nothing other than
 white fire in anothér form. They are the same; in“the =~
-same ‘way that the surgeon must make himself croel 7
~~in order to operate ‘on a patient; while in reality his

” And tears-coursing down the - E

- The Jewish Observer J July, 1970~ 7.




~that human béings are’ not neces—_-
sarily an“asset. As it is; a spirit of
. -violence, and caliousness toward
- tragic consequences, has- been: with
s "_'m for ‘quite a While, as witness the
events of Myieu or “domestic blood-
“shed of both the pohticai and com-
- mon “variety. ‘There  can be littie
'_."-'-fdoubt ‘that unrestncted avaﬂabxhty
"~ of abortions will be a further giant’s
slep in debasmg the va]ue of huma n

A As a - “news story pomted out
S “doctors anid nursés on’ the obste
: LT e rieal SeTviees, Caceustomed 1o brmg-
On Iuly 1; New York State S hew * Pl Tbr'ah'i_}:ziw “permits 'ab'o'rtior'ié:'“_ mo ..:m.g.“]we ‘babies ‘into-the world, had
f'.“abornon 6n démand” law went ifito ceftain’ narrowly  delimited circum- 2o
- effect; it authorizes abortions diring . . stances. Except f h cases; abor- -
: e it authorizes @ ari g_._ - stanc xcept for such cases; abor : JuIy 6). The dimensions of the o
- the first 24 weeks of pregnancy,--_ tions are considered b ythe Torah as - -
. S i “quired ad;ustment are fnghtmgly in-
‘provided only that & woman and her - “appurtenances ‘of ‘murder (Rab- by a teport from England
: 'phy‘axc:an agree upon the- operation UbiUriterman; ‘in Noam voi 6); this v P £

L hibition ot foeticide applies to- -f-._'about awoman who had an abottion
- }; i N acko Ao (S:e Iggmbam ~ in'the 26th week and was then “told
. el Hilchas Mlochim.) Tn-contrast, the - she can claiin ‘maternity benefits be-
._r.It is a s1gn of our t:mes 'md Of i o-causeher “‘baby’ dived for a “while

- ;soc:cty we Tivein has sanctioned the -
“after ' the abortion.” Asa spokes~

ihelr effect upon us, that ‘there has
‘most-light-hearted -and coldblooded . S England’s Medical Dofeiss

“been - ho great wave ‘of hofror and o THOS: SSIALATE At N
- oo -vecourse 1o -wholesale destriction of o >
“revulsion - sweeping over s Al e e s o Union” said,: “this -shows: how svery
- ~-budding human life, 1§ it hot obvious™
= -Somehow ‘We' Seeft 16 have ‘madé R S S e _d]fﬁcult ‘this Whole situation ‘has b
.~ that ‘such disrégard for ‘the sanctity .-
our peace w;th aphenomenon Ahat, e Y o The abortion’ act ¢oncern
O -of ‘life ‘will ‘inevitably affect modern -, o T LT
~we feel, hias really rio-direct bcaring R - itself ‘with" terminating a pregnancy
LTS ﬂtt;tudc toward h}f; feliow.._ -
- upon us. Such'a‘reaction is terribly - nen? P says nothmg -about killing “th
~“wrong; it “overlooks . the manifold o - L e ;fbaby {The baby " mentloned_
The constant shrﬁl w*frnmgs -of _ -:_'_before} Should probab¥y be: regls'
_'the popuianon experts . that “there’ - fered ~4s:a live -birth. “But. what -
"3"11‘6 too man} pcop]e around and_*_::'happens with a” _16_._Week._01d :f_etu'

_;j_i-}concrcte wayq in ‘which this- develn'___
- opthent - is bound profoundiy o
g '._aﬁ'ec’r' us i -

':ctxons ‘are motlvated by the utmost concern 'md p:ty ' 'Tordh atmosphere that th:s is not “cruelty” but _ athe

S CAnditis thzc; ”crueity” that the Torah teaches s 1o ':_._an expressmn of the, autmost concern and love. . _
- acquire; for -only with it “can’ wé properly regulate’ " “Beyond the poetry ‘of his thoughts; and beYOHd':'-t
e ._'somety, and our own’ homes. Onthe verse, “Black s ongmahty of his interpretation of Chazal; how relevan
~‘araven,” ‘Chazal feach os, ““Torah cannot be’ acquired -':'-._f_are thiese-words today’: in the’ private and pubhc sectors
except by him ‘who makes himself as cruel to his family "~ - n the Jewish ‘world and- alsoin the Gentile! .
“ag is'ihe raven » But only with the- understandmg that " And” beyond felevance: his ‘words  draw for Asa

_1_3_th1$ “erueliy™.is requ:red to set: apa:ft ‘one’s home from oopicture -of -the Odom Hasholaim; the goal. for whlchf'
.-"'-fthe profamneq of somety, and to crcate wnhzn 1t & Navaradok qtrove and whxch he exemphﬁed o

:.:The Jewwh Obmver / dey, 1970 o L 21




- which may live and have a separate

press).
< 'b'ein'g", to teach us the value of even
—one life.-Can a world that tolerated
“Hitler - afford " to - weaken . further

_“:sanctity and significance -of human
7life? Is there not the danger ‘that,

- drown-such .a society? -

* violence. We have reached the point
-~ -where one does not have to seck it
~‘out: it -hounds wus -in - the streets,

“and advertisements, theatres. and
~movies, There have been arguménts
“and counter-arguments on whether,
--in such times, the ready availability
-~ of “abortions will ‘lead to further

. dvailable.

'.:.."_for three months. -Of the first 1002

- ‘become available, are likely to show

" “advantage of the new law and what

©. A final thought. The American

~available,
Louis Harris poll (New York Post)..
~June 22) indicated that 40%  of
. the nation were in favor, and 50%:

.+ opposed, with the rest expressing
- 1o opinion. The same poll reported
~-that, when broken down by religious
- afliliations, the results showed 30%:
~of the Catholics in favor (64% -
opposed), 39% of the Protestants -
“(with 49% opposed) and 71% of .
- the Jews (with only 18% opposed)!

existence “after -an ‘abortion® for.a. -
s few minutes?” (London Dar!v Ex— .

;-_-_:.-.:__At the 'timé' 'of creation, our S.age.s“-_
tell 'us, G-d made one single human .
~the accursed . doings of an Adolf .

“whatever - reverence -is left for the

. sooner or later, a ea of blood will

~moral looseness and promiscuity.
. Now .some figures | hdve become :

i _' The'_state".of Hawaii has had a
- ~Tiberal abortion statute on the books

. ~even .more clearly who will take -

‘the comsequences “are “likely to be.. .
A . further deterioration of moral
- standards and practice must be .ex-
" pected. Is this of no concern to us?

- public is still quite divided onthe . -
- issue .of making abortions readily - f

“fo questlons asked;” ;

“be the vanguard of ‘the’ movement‘.'
- for the legalization of abortion, This -
-is, -of ‘course; a measure of how far -
" the bulk of -American Jewry ‘has

- -drifted - from Torah values ‘and ~ -
.. standard—and - o
“responsibility to speak up.. The law -
“is -on -the -statute book: but -4t the

it .. underlines _our -

very least we have to make clearto

“ourselves, and to the world at large,
__-how we view it S L

“ But this is not ail that we have
- to “fear.. Immorality plays an even -
“greater role .in our society ‘than ~

- A Dubious Satisfaction
“éneaks-into our houses, .attacks us | el e e

~in cmyriad ways-~radio and televi-

: . .:' : The “other day ‘the Knesset de-
sion; books and magazines, fashions

_ bated the budget of the autonomous
““public corporation that operates Ts- .
‘raeli television. The discussion was
“.characterized by the extreme harsh- =
“ness of the criticism that was voiced
om.afl sides about the  Television
Authority. Some of the most lethal -
‘attacks came from members of the
; Cabinet. . T
It must be remembcred that
'Torah Jewry opposed the introduc-
“ton of television in Israel; but it

" operations,. three-fourths Werc' per- ~did not prevail. The public at large .

~“formed on single women, mostly -
- bet _the ages -of 20 and 30 . -
._.._.{;i:;ei}u]yeé)?glés anythiing, the fig- sintroduction. Educational benefits: .
~*ures for New York, when they will

Cwanted television, and all sorts of |

- “Israeli television is not .going to~
follow the fashion of other coun-. .

tries, and its programming Will be ' pocie 1o Tsrael, had easy access to |

--unique!” And political benefits: “In 0 L0 ond microphones. (A .

- times of crisis the government has -
-~to have this powerful propaganda
~tool at its disposal, to -present its
" viewpoint and to reach foreign and, -
“particularly, Arab circles!”

Tt now becomes clear - that® aIl

these  expectations have been . dis-

~of - “Daniel, o
- “claimed that “the way to get on -
TV, '
- -anti-Jewish, and actually traitorous

“ideas.) -There has been.an urgent - -
- need  adequately -topresent to the

appoirited. The ciltural and educa-

tional deficiencies -of the program- ;
ming have long been recognized and -

‘publicly discussed; the debate in the
“Knesset showed, however, .that the =
“government -did not reap the polit- - -
“ical benefits either: -the Television .-~
‘Authority simply did not provide - -
- the necssary -cooperation. Far from
- working --with the . government - to
- promote the intetests of the country,

it actually used its autonomy to the .

" detriment of the state.

“Mr. ‘Eban’: pointed’ out “in-his

: R P _'Speech ‘that he had nof been able - -
‘bencfits were anticipated from ifs -

to -prevail upon the T.A. to-give

. visiting friendly statesmen the cour-
tesy of an-interview—while sensa-

tionalists' of ‘all stripes, often very -
letter -in .Davar, giving the example
.the ~-Red” Bandit,

is “to -express -radical . leftist,

“The Tewish Observér J July. 1970




e government

cof presentatlon it wanted.-

..hre tied:
- tonomy Agam it pays to- 160k back

“-compromise,

-agency and” gave in quite readily,

- still things we can‘learn from others.

" that we need to import from-abroad

T Eaghteen years ago. the PoneveZBr' d _
"'."'Ra\’ zt”1; launched ‘this idea at his . in - Haifa - and -thén=-for the last: .
: - -vision distorted. ‘Ultimately; w _tend

“togive in and settle ‘down to the

" timesof “the Talmud, the scholars
cand “disciples -

: _'_::The Jewi'sh Observer / July, 1970

©Yet the hands of the government'
‘the T.A: ‘enjoys full au-— -

“and
Z'::--than iatcr

~ - Now the government -itself suffers, publishers of Torah literature.. .~

. _T be Way of VVudom

g Amerjcan Orthodoxy s hlghh .
- Organized-—some ‘critics feel it is in”

""-.::‘.g-fA(:t Over-o'rganizéd “Yet there are . that first ‘summes; now more thian

 hilltop yeshiva in Bnai Brak. In the

“nonths in- the year 10' study jointly -~ adapted the institution. to'the special
tractates that they had prepared at 1
< home’ durmg the - rest of the year.
. To renew this -anciént - tradition=— -
~and, i’ the “process; t0 give Buai - -
o Torah - an-opportunity - annually 16
~return’ to the fold of ‘the ‘Jeshiva

- the government . its
could mot-count’ on gettlng the kmd
7 in the fact that we have been proven
“right, and “the’ government - wrong,; -
‘ofi ‘all the tamifications of the TV, ;_-__;'-.how far- he has drifted ‘from’ th
*issue. 'We' can only hope to-be 1id’
4t some " recent  history:  When the
. question of T.V. on ‘Shabbos .came
~‘up;-the government was ready: to-
in’ order” to avoid a.
~political cnsls But ‘when the T.A.
- insisted of ﬁghtmg the “matter ‘ont
(at whatever cost to the - political
- stability of the country!); the gov--
. ernmeént was tiore than happy about
“the obstinacy -of  this. ‘autonomouns

~of - the eritite " Television ‘Authority
all “its . works—sooner rather
In “the meantime, ~it -
'-appears in piacc to draw attention .
o an “interesting phcnomenon “the
gomplaints of the Tsracli pablishing
© industry “(on" the “occasion of “He-
" brew” Book ‘Weck”)' that business
“has been particularly bad since T.V.
~started ‘operating---the only ‘branch .
* - of industry that is flonrishing are the
Ceven tif only . small percenhgei
".-"'pamapated T

: "_'-tlclpate ina spemal and 1nten51ve'_'-
- learning progiam. Fifteen men came .~

i 1800 join in—from towns, villages, -
- Perhaips -the'- most - important “idea

~seven . years<-in  Gateshead, ‘Eng- .
< fand. Fars:ghtedly, the' sponsors of =

_gathered ~ on two . the Gatéshead Yarchey Kallah

. 5_-ro‘utme of mldd]e-das-; ex1stenoe
" needs of their country. Family meém- 7" -
“bers aré - also ifivited; daily ‘excurs
“sions 10 beach and ‘countryside are
~“provided ot “theni; in which they
“are joined by-the menfolk after the
e endiof ! the “daily learning program. -
- and to replenish"theit spiritual e
o - sources——the Ponevezer Rav issued -
S acall toall whio wanted (to coinie
- and spénd three weeks during ‘the -
: 3-':summer at the yeshiva and to pqr- :

‘T this way families' can - schedule -
“their . annual vacations ‘to coincide”
" _thh the Yarchey Kallah.-

take stock of how e Has developed
“and to check his. bearmgs in“life

'There is scant satisfaction'for us

. “inspired “ideals: ‘of his youth. . A
"_-Zdetermmed ‘effort would -appear in-
place; to organize a serics of Yai
“shivog situated outside of big cities;
“Torah, with Shiurim graded on di
ferent levels, and ‘with vacationin
ing the number of Yeshiva disciples
‘in-this country, the success of ‘sach

R _'-upon a “question “that- merits: closer
- examination. Do Biai Yeshiva have
. the impact ‘upon Aerican- Jewish
- life that their preparation and their

P sheer numbers’ warfant? The- reIuc~'
-~ tant o and unhappy “conclision
“most observers S negative. Many
Tactors are undoubtedly respons1b1e
- But ofe of the Most qagmﬂcant Tea-

. sons seems to us the way"in: Whlch
- kibbutzim, the army, _and some cven' S

S - from: abroad RIS

is that of annual Yarche}’ Kallah U e Stecess of this undertakmg -

inspired” others to follow suit; - first <
P : : ' CGur %tandards undermined, and ‘our

- tions - and _loftiest “ideals. e
' _engaged ina “bitter war of attrltlon'
“in - which our energies are exhausted

S us- the: senseof - uncompromlsmg“.
. purpose -and : dedication to Torah
. that we once had, but-also thereby

. Yisroel. In"this way, pérhaps, Bnd
vl Torah could be mobilized “fo play -
~ Every disciple -of a- yeshwa who

- ‘their- proper and full role m the’f'
.-_j.:'has gone forth into the world should = -

~com mumty

he haq 06 such desire; it only shows

chey Kallah' projects i _seveml yé

for Bnai Yeshivg and all seekers of

facilities for the ‘famiilies. Consider-

an understanding should bé assured

Actuaﬂy, _‘_we have to touch ere

‘of

life wears dovwm our noblest aspara~
WO q

humdram® and - uninspired, selfish .

The mst:tutmn of Yarchez Kailah '

would serve not only ‘to recall to

1o inspire us “to renewed - eﬁ"orts?_
“bothi -for “ourselves - and ifor Klall




m September

excellent for ‘the establishment, - this
- the “first - major in- Judaic - Studies
“An the City University system.. It
~-Brith Hillel Foundation at Brooklyn

~amajor -in Hebrew language -and
literature - for -many .years.

33_-__j0r will be based on these courses.

- should be very obvious. The J.T.A.
_report ! stresses “the - fact that -“no

- ‘which will take a purely historical
~-.and cultural approach.” It is obvi-
~:ous - that no. religious’ instruction

~"of a Judaic content course that will
“-treat its subject matter purély from

'_'J_uti'onary viewpoint? Bible as great

“ish- topics - offered - by -history -and
-~ Hebrew . literature
- tranged from Torah; do we need
7 more -of ‘the -same?

_‘Flrst ]udaica -;Major-g_ at

_f-Bfooklyn College Expected

S -'PrOSpCCts' .have .be'en 'desc'ribed' as’

. “September, at Brooklyn College of

.-was " proposed by :a faculty-student
“comimittee - established by the Bnai -~ guidance,
" these college courses as a surrogate
" for the real thing—very much in
--the same way as Modern-Hebréw |
~in the public high schools became

for many a surrogate for attending -

- College. . Brooklyn College has had

_ Judaic -
“content courses have now been in-
‘troduced “in the college’s ~history,
- philosophy, - polifical science -and -
- sociology departments; the new ma-

*Why is this announcement a mat- -~

“fek of concern to us? The answer ! _

-courses with general content. Their -
" ‘day school studies could nof, and -
teligious “instruction “or indoctrina- --should not be expected to, prepare
- tion will be taught in [these] courses, .

"could or should be provided at the = -
. college; but what will be the mature - new . major? -
~~-specified three- goals:
-~ "be to prepare Jewish students- for
‘advanced Jewish scholarship: The -
~second would be to prepare such .
- students for carcers in Jewish com- <.~
-munal service. The third would be -~
to .give solid Jewish backgrounds - ]
‘(sicl) to ‘students choosing- careers =
in the general society.” Let us not - -
‘discuss how adequate an academic ' .
. preparation this major can give for
“advanced Jewish scholarship, in the =
light of the course requirements for- .
- mulated; so many of the “scholarly”
Jewish writings that are being pub- -

“a‘secular cultural or historical evol-

literature? Kabbalah (ala Scholem) -
in relation to Greek gnosis? Family ..
-and dietary laws and their anthro- .
~‘pological .or* psychoanalytical - sig- -
“nificance (a la Gaster and Reik)? -
~‘We hear of distorted ideas on Jew- -~

instractors.es- .

~-Moteover: who Wl]] ﬁbck to these :

- -courses? In the first place, there will
-be those who come from an”assim- -

-ilated background and are eager to .-
learn about Judaism. Where, other- -

“Talmud Torah or even . a Day
School. There will,
-be those with a good Jewish back-
“~ground who will choose these.
“courses out of a mistaken conviction
~that they are more advisable than -

"~ them for the more or less scholarly .-
- Apikorsus that they will encounter;
~the results are predictablc—dlsaqn
"L trous. : =
“And what is the purpoqe ‘of the o
The anpouncement -
“One -would .7

o “with the crudest mmtakes, due 10
i ignorance” of Jewish ‘sources, that =
~ii'the graduates of this major are fiot ~
- likely .to . do-worse. -But what will .
-~ 'be the philosophy and -influence of -
~ these future scholars and compuunal -
‘workers, eonsidering'the nature of
' -thexr ideological preparation? -

of course, also >

- X am’ convinced  that the reai e
. motive of some of the well-fiieaning =~
initiators of this project was to make -~
“available “at” least  a- modicum  of -
‘- wise, they might have continued - knowledge ‘about Jewish ‘matters to .
“their search for more truly religious
they will readily accept o~ _
~terested “and concerned enough to
" seek real religious guidance. This is S '
“an vnderstandable motive—but the -~
" question remains: does the diffusion
“of this modicum of Jewish knowl-
~“edge (secularized and distorted) =
justifyin any way the creation of 2
- program -whose  very foundation is -
~afl wrong and whose ‘impact must = -
- ‘therefore be hatmful? The answer -
‘obviously is no. It-will, of course .
- not be accepted by the sponsors of
~“the ‘new"program; but at lfeast et = -
~"us be clear about .it—and do cur
shate 1o keep . whomever we-can -~
““from taking these “Judaic” courses. .

“those many -students who- have no - -
“background at all -and -are not in- =

- SERVICES “ARRANGED IN _
YOUR COMMUNITY -

cemmumw cﬂApELs,-”_
inc. -: :

-47fh'Sﬁeei & -'Ff. Ham'ﬁfon Pafkﬁey'
" -Phone- UL 3-4000 -

~Brooklyn - e

“ Mikvoh: under Supervfsidn"m‘ L
- " Bikur Cholim of Boro Pork - i~

" The Jewish Observer / July, 1970 -




"'l w:H Ieave isruei"

geli’ dzplomat was - quoted 1

‘-an interview it the Jewish DayZ
 Morning Journal as stating that, if
& Orthiodox will have their way in o
“the question of “Who is a'Tew,”
- “Lwill leave Tsrael. -1 will ‘not live
- and fight for & country where. the
religious- force their ideas on me.”
“ When asked why, then, he ‘was so’
~ intolerant of “Dr.. Nachum' Gold-
“-man’s eriticism of Tsraeli foreign =
~policy, if ‘he himself was so’¢titical -
cof a: posmble ‘govetrnment decision;
©“Goldman wants to-
“liquidate Tsrael,-and - want it ‘to-
“be freé.” ‘This statement was made
“while attendmg 4 Uity conference:

- he ‘replied:

_Mapam Eafs Blﬂ‘er Frmf

* Buenos Aires (ZINS) mA‘ -
_ '-'_spckesman ‘of . the" local - General'_'. :
} o Zionist Organization;: reactmg o
| report of the disintegration ‘of the
- 1eftist Zionist youth moveément, “Ha:’
- :shomer Hatzair” /in - Argentina, de-
" clared that “this’ deveIOpment s’ not'_ _
 siirprising ‘and that’ the Israeli émiis-
: saries’ of - “Mapati”
-"-.'Ehud Avnel chauman o the
tion. ~Committee . of “the World -~
ist ()rgamzatxon and formerly -

in Argentma,.-
‘having sown the wind, are reaping .
‘the “whirlwind. The  many leftist: -
“emissaries from  Israel, - continued -
“ the‘spokesman; sent to Latin Amers -
ica by the Organization Department -

of the Jewish Agency, spend their = -

respons1bie {or havmg given “Ma-
-:;.-'pam” a monopoly on. }sraeh emls-'j--.'_'_:
i .__sar;es to Lann Amerzca :

- last ‘month in’ Phﬂadelphla convenéd i

- by Zionist groups ‘of all shadings o * -
o establish a Z;on:st Federa’aon of:

S _:;'Amenca

S Arecent amcle in'a mass cu‘cu-'_' :
[t e lation thagazine cavsed a consider- g
o ablestin Tt celaimed “that parents -
- ¢ould chicose ‘the” sexof ‘their off-
7 spring at will. The scientific obsef-
- vations on which the claim'is based,

. completely  coincides with the Tal-

: --mudlc “comment - on’ the subject :

e o v S hune 26-8040
-.-T"' m "d Reaﬂ‘ir med L et wor}ced ot by Mosheh Sagie,
“young Isracli -who directs Z.0:A."
youth activities -in “the aréa, and
Fathér Vincent Martin, O:S.B. Mr.”
Sagie ‘and Father Martin, who spent -
“four years in the Holy Land, spoke
Hebrew * during . the " discussions. -
~Among the ‘speakers for the week-"

o __f_"'l ogefherness

The ]eW!Sh Obs‘erver 7 JL[[)’: 1970 _. . L

timie ‘teaching - Marxism 1o Zionists
instead -~ of ~teaching  Zionism to

-~ Marxists. Now" ‘they must eat the

- bitter “friit “of their teachmgs ALl -
~ “Hashofrier - Hatzair” - members in
Argentina have joined the New Left.
_The spokesmanwas sharply critical

._of the Execu’uve of the Worid Zion=

READY-TO-COOK
Fresh and Fresh-Frozen

-gations -of America, Inspected -fo
- wholésomeness by the US mmt :
Agrscuiture :

oD’ COAST—TO COAST

Superv:sed and endorsed by Th
0 Union"of Orthodox Jewish Congre

e The Most Trusted Name.
: :'._'Et'np'ir'e Kusher -Ppultry,.:lnc;. M!ﬁ!inf.qv.t%n.
ey The brothe1s At st Andrewr,_'_'--- S
-:-‘--_'_'_'Pnory at Valyermo, Cal,, will piay"__.'-*_' S T——

- host to- a’ séminat - of college age’

'.".'_Z'.'Zxomst Youth on “thé “weekend of

- Plans for the retreat S
--__"we must stop sendmg

- THE JEWISH OBSERVER
~‘when your sabscnptlon, e
~ rans out .

don t miss

-fa smgle zssue

~~end ‘will ‘be Benjamini ‘Abileah; Ts- " P




- tite of Yeshiva ‘University.

Lm Angeles)

: '-'.--bixt of ideas ‘to- attract the toufist.

" synagogue on the ancient fortress of
. Massada. .
- -participants-descend to the Massada

_ordmg thc event.

Jewish Popuiation Growth

is experiencing a population explo-
" gion, the number-of Jews is declining
'in some countries and falling behind
~“other groups elsewhere, according
" to a study published this week.

. termination of six million Jews by
" the Nazis, a low birth rate; and an

1o non-Jews and withdrawal from
s Jewry.

.}._-popuiatlon has ‘become precarious,”

o “ the latest demographic data on Jews
7+ throughout the world, following the
- .- decimation of Jews .in World War

1.

' found that the growth rate of the
.. Jewish population ranks low among
-+ -the major religious groups. The fer-
. tility .of Jewish women, the book

the m'ban American populatxon,
- more than a quarter below the entire -
" white population, and almost- 30 .

(me the Biai Brzth Megsenger - wper cent lower than the nationa]

_-prmcnpal -of Rambar 'I‘orah Inst:—-_'

= Bar Mitzvah on Massada .
U The Isracli authorities never run - :

- 'Thelatést js particularly imaginative -~ "
< an invitation to -hold Bar Mitzvah - _
“ceremonies at the worlds oldest . - o

~New Tourist " Attraction™

- “Not everything in Israel is an

cried the headline, and

. there followed examples -of - W’hat.'

. were presumably new ruins:

B “Miss Cochava . Harari for in-.
- 'stance, can be found belting it out . -
(in a manner that would surely 7
“‘have’ delighted Solomon) at- the =
~Omar Khayyam night club just be- -
“hind the flea market in Jaffa.” -
.. Is that not enough to make you
" reach for your passport? Then how .
~-about this? “At Mandy’s for in-
“stance, ‘you could well think you
“were still in London .-,
clamber up the stairs to find your- =
self staring up at the 400-ycar-01d _
~walls of Jerusalem.” s

" increasing proportion ‘of marriages .~ 1he Mandy in questnonfzs‘, cof
' _course our own dear Mandy Rice- -
Davies [of Profumo Scandal fame]. - ..
“Who'd have thought that she’d be- -~ -
*come the symbol of new Jerusalem? =
2.1 am quoting no fantasy, but a
- full-page El Al advertisement in the
©. Sunday Times magazine. . - .
- El Al it will be remembered,
“have recently been at ‘pains to sell
~ ‘Oberammergau and . Jerusalem ~jn
“one holy package, and they are per- - ©
‘haps now anxious to redress the
~—-balance with something more pro- :
--tane.

After the ceremony,
_ - old ruin,”
< Nhiseum to receive a certlﬁcate TEC-

- London, June 6-—While the world

'The factors it cited were the loss - -
- of young adults caused by the ex-

. “The growth of the Jewish' world '

- say the authors of “Jewish Popula-
" tion Studies, 1961-8,” which surveys -

In the Un:ted States -the: @tudy :

- “says, is more than 20 percent below

level |

.Until you

London)

_ Evcn in Israel; wherc a baby.
- boom among the Jewish population
. from RBurope developed - around -
1950, there has been a decline in
~the -birth rate.

{From The New York szes*)' :

The Israeh press reports that the

"'_:body of Israel Barzilai, fﬂrmer Min: o :
" ister of Health; who teceritly died - .
- from “heart - disease, was -not ‘sub-
~jected to-an autopsy. Barzilai, dur- " -
“-ing his term in office, had defended =~
- “unauthorized autopsies, and also the:
“secret ‘and highly questionable transs
*plant of the heart of Avraham Sad-
~gat; he had suffered his first heart

-attack when a lecture’ program he
“participated  in “was  disrupted by
“protests over that incident. - - Eae

Ghevrlgﬁlﬁ(;diél.'m

“D'chesidim o Har Homnuehot -~ -
. Founded 1856

BURIAL IN JERﬂSALEM

_' AND ALL CEMETERIES IN ISRAEL g

© maalinBakodesh

- society
44 CANAL ST.

~ NEW YORK CITY 10002

7 NRE Broadway Stal “F" Train

: Day &'Ni.le .Pi-:.tme _ .
WA 5.2277

“{From the JeWish'Chrbnicte, o

7 The Jewish Observer / Tuly, 1970

- Chevra- Kadisha

. of United Jewish Congregations - .

-Montreal Tel.: 273.3211




: .:_To the Edltor

back 1o the Torah ‘et but be cver §o-

i should actually * ‘touch” us.

7 froitation-—with 'the non-Tewish world
coand/for

“mos—when 1 think

L Yavneh - Gall

" 'Talmud Torahis” is stated 45 -being “un-
- gcceptable to jus”

important, Encounter 'is 7ot its" “thmg

| Mencotifitering”™

v :.The Jew:.sh Observer / Juiy, 1970

o Notwnhstandmg @ p]ethora of arhcles -
. ._by.the_Jew:sh ‘Observer every “year -on -
“thi§ topic,-the dideas pat forth are -always -
‘the same. We must ‘g6 out-and ‘bring in
our’. brothers “shenishbi - béin hagoyimn

“Agudah s ‘in- the " forefront ot con-'.:

(G-d - forbid) ~active . -enemies
among the © Jewish - world—fighting to
< protect “our shechita, ete.. But jas for
- .confrontation in the -sense of facing the
‘world “and  attémpting to- salvige neshos
o in-sueh - terms X
v Cthink cof the "Lubavitcher Tovement “first [
i T think ‘of Yeshiva University Seminars
- and the Jewish Stidies: Program, to start”.
“people off from - aleph-beth-—T .think of
: “aforementioned - groups
- oxrarely gef aninch of type:in the Jewish. - -
o Observer)s Agudah s and Uthe s Observer ™
. don't “dppear to ~be proponents of Jthis
o kind of “detivity. For example, in “the -
" Adar “issue, . “feaching Jin -non:Orthodox <

It would seemn. that .
~the Orthodox ‘teacher could do’important
“ovork -with those shenishbu -bein hagoyim -
at “these schools by ‘feaching ‘these ¢hil- -
o dren- something -of ‘true Yiddishkeit. 1
“-Xhave "been’‘a - subscriber “for many <
- years and G-d -willing,” will - contintio to
- subscribe three veais at -a’time. The .’
i Yewish. Observer is an- extremely essential
v magazing and Jis Tmieaiit 1o be one. Ttiis

'Judalsm as a< whole has  always. been *
o “and ~winning. -Agudah’s ”
i part ‘has been 16 striggle -with the negas
E.t:ve e]ements of £he -outside wor]d But

Judaismy,

o haveé read many 1mportant and -

1erestlng “articlés in - the - Observer dnd .
“hope to contitue to do-so. My esseitial -
_"cntlmsm is that - few ' of . your asticles . =

¢ give ‘concrete -measures tobe mekarev T

“out unréligious brothers: I wish the new -7

“editor -hatzlocho “in-his -endeavors, ‘and -

“ia hearty yivashe¥ koach to Rabbl Iacnbs _'

" careful not toreally po to them and place L Zf°1' his: excellent work..

o ourselves -in- any pos:t:on where they .

Smcerely,

" cerity, seem-almost ludicrous. In Europe, ==
in-Eretz Yisroel and -here in’ America;
“the development “of .the - Yeshiva ind
-Jacob  movements - Fids been e
iseparably finked with the mesiras nefesh."
“of “Agudists ~and “the- work of :Agudath

‘Beth

Israel as o whole=—and these movenients

- have not only “taken cire of onr own,”,
‘but kept inninerable souls” from petting -
lost; und “attracted iiinimerable others
“that had already strayed. On'the present
- day “American scewe, the work of Pirchel -
A gudath Israel and Carnp'Agudal aid =
- Bnos - hay . certainly “reached .
world -of the -Afternoon School .popula-- -
- dion; and of the small-town Jewisl com- -
ity Agudath Israel does not claim io
“be the only group - dctive - in this -7
“straggle; bug cit -cevtainly i “proforndly
involved. The -Fewish -Observer itself=e -
fa¥ from being an "

SR 'Dehc:ous CLATT KOSHER Break _
- fast; Lunch; Dinner served 1o you

- by most Alrimes at no extra cost.
- When:arranging for your next air
“iCtrip bé cSUFey request “Schieiber
- Koshier: Air ‘Meals,”. Ava:lable in
L _'_-."over 50 ‘cities.: :

_..Preparexi under Habbm:cal super
‘. vision of ‘the :Union of Orthodox

: . .. Lo _.__ . - : .' .-. ._ Lo ]t has not been “enCDthCI'lBg” Wlth]n . i
'---_."Encounter'wzth Non-religions . e : S

-~ ment nspected,

Josgpr M. Aﬁ%mcmm ':_ﬁ_:__
Brooklyn, N.- Y. G o

: To one - familiar ‘with the __r'ealiﬁ'é.é of
dewish life, our correspondent’s remarks
. -about “Agudath Israel, despite their sin. -

: BMA Fns{er Ava aklyu Ry mas Phune 13 21

| fhefdskmg

“Jewish Congregations. U, S, Govern.-

Kosher Airline Caterefs

" ous-wbelief thit kinev rechokim,; or-"en-

Eonriter” with others, justifies .all means.
Increality; just as the Toral imiposes upon
CHy the “duty to-concern ourselves - with
ot strayed brethren; it also imposes’
ity - to cour efforts:
“emust wor be in violdtion of. Torah teach
ings
- under the giidance of Gedolei HaTorah;
U has upheld ot -a time when miany other .
“organizations,” albeit . well-meaning, hav
‘compromised it Thé eﬁort it -alway
“be'to bring “theé vthers”
3t cannot -be @ witter of joining then
I giving strength -and Cstatus cto

~Anto “the -

- “their” -unacceptable sovial, intelléctial
“LoF religious approaches. We miay charm’
isomie people witha plethora” of k-
in-group publication” - sitzes” and stmilar social attraetions.-oF,
=is evident of the concerniof Agudath’ .
Asrael with-the ‘community -t large. .7 -

LU We certainly acknowledge that there !
- are- other ‘groups that do a great dedl for ..
Vo kiray rechokimg but -we must also say -
o frankly that we .caninot go along with all
-of ‘theni: But ‘there is inore 1o-this issue.: "
There is a cormon—and terribly ddanger-

:'relevant" to - the “moit - vecent tssues “of
“the day; But this is ‘not the way T oralt

- say - that “does -not “inean - o -véfuse “to
~“face the world or o forget about saving
“‘neshomos, or 1o build stronger:fortrésses
= around -ourselves. It -rather  means ‘that

these theviselves:

“This - principle; - Agudath - Israel

‘into our ‘ciicle

lthety
organizations -or : even -merely - adoptin

-on the other -hand, by “proving Torah

will be implarited in “Klall ‘Yisroel.: To




we hgve to understand—mnd ‘this is'

Zihow - Judaisiy - has -always beén - “én:
~.countering” and winning, in an enduFing
L manngt. - e

" dox schools shows the importance of such

- teach in these ‘places ~be -presented ‘so

-rather ~strengthening - institutions <= the
- Conservative synagogues—which -have
~been -the  single most destructive force
“in American Jewry over the last years?

" existence of numerous small day schools,
igot ity start Ikrough our Yeshiva gradu-
i ates ‘téaching there. . :

ol And owhat 15 the --rtgizi' way _cif kirixv
o rechoking? 4t -is less dramatic, less re-

“chosen by some of the other groups ac-
five -in the field. But, as it takes them

“:-the Yeshiva, the Beth Jacob, the Shabbos

" group,-it produces personalities who will
i themselves become true protagonists of
.o nitially - received their - first - exposure
7 from some of the other groups become
o disillusioned and seek for a more in-

g positive function, -as way-stations for

“end justify means—forms of organiza-

- on rhzv point.

- Jastrow’s Dictionary

_':'Dear Editor: -

"“but really space in your magazine should
~‘be used for more important thinps—
T it's 'a waste of ink and space. That Jas-
“trow was not really committed to Yid-

tion, where he lands Geiger and other

“-is not fair. -And if he .did make some

: 28

rucial ‘problem of Americain’ Jewish Jifer

- The example of teaching in nor-Ortho--
~itlear - thinking.. How -can - readiness io

very innocently as the test of our caring | - )
“Cabowt: kiruv rechokim? Are we .mor .. o elede S i
- ertors of discretion, conceif ‘or ignorance, -
-it still means nothing since those who .-
- “use the dictionary don’t study it, but use ..
< it only as an aid or tool to help them -
" along—it gives the somwrces from which .
““we really derive the meaning. Tt ‘was a :
- monumental

< The -Solomon': Schechter “Sciool move-
coniend, -which -is presently spreading out
woall over the country and threatening the -

~itarding, less productive of lirge fumbers -
of -adherents than somie of the ways =~

“thto the undiluted Torah armosphere of =
“Torah. . It is interesting that many who -~

7 tense and consistent Yiddishkeit. (In this -
“:sense, these groups may be said fo fulfill ~ .

< hesitant travellers.) Bumt, again, does this ..

“tion -und activity-—that may be question- ..
“able? The Halocho is quite uneqmvoca!

“:This . concerns the item " by Rabbi -
-Salomen Alter Halpern in a recent issue, - I
“Iyar, Volume 6, 7. It was interesting, .

dishkeit totally we see from his introduc-

o -.asserted reshaim. But this work is very .
~useful, without a shadow of a doubt. To -
~pick a few examples from 50,000 entries .-

T Ay

“TRADITION PERSONNEL AGENCY
“At Your Serwce With All Your Employment Needs” '

L oo Need A Shomer Shabbos Job? i
o | I,ookmg For A Shomer Shabbos Person? S

For Fast, Efficient and Courteous Service
~147 W 42 St New York, N, Y, (Suite 1111) -»
Opea Monday night by appomtment only

563~3994

task, notwithstanding . the
‘Arukh which is not in -Englhish, and

“therefore not everyone can . use it This
.. is the only work in English..-

Yosarr CHAIM SHOAV

. We cannot agree with our correspond- -
“ent that Rabbi Halperw's article was a
waste. The mere fact that it is so-very
widely used, as the only siuch dvailable :
Twork, makes it particularly important for
everyone to realize that it is flawed and -
must be used with caution..

- “You've Changed!” .

CDear Sir:

Let me start by apologlzmg for the
sloppy ‘fetter, but I'm sending you this
from work.—No, it isp’t a mistake that
‘caused me not to renew. I have noticed
4 slight, ever so slight, change in policy. -

No more articles on Autopsies, . Sinas

‘Hadas, the stealing of religious children
“iov . the strong stand, as is befitting an

Agudah paper, on such subjects .as re-

Announces' :

> pages

" “sures on ‘all .of -us today” S
easier “to join’ the crowd, to -stop -being
.50 negative—J assume you .cgn’t return -
.'to .the policies of the .Chofetz -Chaim,
" Rav Elchonon, Rav Reuven, or the Bris- .
“ker Rov,-or not even to the policies of - -
3 or .4 years ago. So I.will sit back .7
“and miourn the foss ‘'of a-good idea, and -
" watch it slide, just as YU has- changed
- -_ and the Jewish Press.:

-appointment, -

ISRAEL INTERM ENTS

~ RIVERSIDE MEMORIAL CHAPEL, INC.

. 76-!!: Street & Amsterdam Avenue, N. Y C.oe
' SHLOMO SHOULSON

With a feeling of Rpsponsxblhty and Personal V]grlance we make ali necessary' ;
arrangements for BURIAL IN MEDINAT -YISRAEL at ALL cemeteries.
Everything is done with the greatest exactitude and according to Jewish Law,

SOLOMON SHOULSON
- Dlree'l'ors B e
Chapels Troug]mut New York, Miami Beach & Mlaml '_

Whereas

in :a rarvellous ‘way, gave ‘us- the an-

J-swers, For -our -own doubts’ . RREED {+: B
" today don't ‘differ from the publications -
- from the R.C.A., Mizrachi etc.

-But as you said, “Knowing -_the-'p'ré's'?
it -is much

Anyway 1 felt 1 had to wnte
: B‘chvod rav,

L We régret “our correspondent’s | dis-
‘bt do not really know
the reason for it—there has been no

“change .in J.0. policy. The 1.0. has
“continned, vegretfully, but wnavoidably, .
“to take aim at the negative phenomena .

" in Jewish life; but it must be undersiood

that not every one: of them can and

Cshould be touched upon -in every issue
- particularly since -thére is also very much
- form, Jewish wvnity, and ves the Geziras -~
"* ‘Hamedinah is not to be found in your

else that o Tnmh frie - publacat:on must -

o wm‘e about

Tel EN 2-6600

- CARL- GROSSBERG

The Tewish Observer { iy, 1970

u_{m’a entering T your 0T
:.'seumd year {Oct.’64) you drew the Hne 00
- AMarch '64), called .a. spade a spade, ~ .
let us know the attacks on Torah, .and

Yorr -ZROSS" Sl



CONFBRENCE 1N ARGENTINA
: "THIS SUMMER :

. conference of the South“ merican:.
ranches  of “Agudath  Israel will take
. plate ‘in- Buénos Aires, ‘Argentina’ from’

Avigust 20t

morale of the Orthodox commumhes--’_ o

“in“that’ Tegion,

A broad program of lectures and p11b~ s
li¢: forums -will ; take - place ” dufing :the -
five ‘days of the: conference; in order 10
stimulate  the Jewish . rinsses i SATERDE
tind inéluding . the youth; fo fnote’ s
tensive: personal” commitment to - Torah » " yewish all-day  schools”(Yeshivos) in =
ahd to a broader understanding of Torah'-
Views on’relevant cafrént issués of ‘the”
day.-The  conferente ‘Wil “close -with’ A
falal banquet on _Tuesday “evening il
Bucnos  Aires,” devoted " to ;the - Yeshiva
“Heichal Hatorih” and the Bais Yaakov,

“owhich -is”the -largest - Torah educational

*“center -in Argentind: ‘and 'is - ‘project -of - -

“the “local “Agudath Tsrael *organization.

“T'lie chief guiest of the conference and
of “the . public - patherings will " be- Rabibi -
Moshie’: Sherer,  executive’ - president “of - :
Agudath Tsrael of ‘Ametica. At the e
- eéntly-held  histional “convention “of “the™.
American - Agudath Israel “movement, &
resOlition - was - passed “to’ coricentrate
greater - efforts - ont the “heslected Fewish -

commuiities of South Americd:- One of

the  objectives - of thegathering Wil be .~
the  creation--of S inited educational -
* “apency’ for. Torah - chinuch among the'_;.

..'Latm Amencan countries,

CHARGE ATC CANTL

YESHIVOS” BECAUSE T

i '..SPEARHEADS SUIT. AGAINST

2N Y STATE SCHOOL AID .

.A charge that the .Amerxcan Iew1sh'

‘Congress -and “nifie - groups’ ‘which  have

joined the ‘Committée for Public Educa<:
‘tion-and Religious Liberty (PEARL) are
““dic-hard - opponents - of ~Jewish - all-day -

‘Téligions - education” “was-

through  [the = 25tH, 0
strengthen Torah education; 1ift the Jevels
o of Telipions T obsérvance cand boostthe:

levelled by -
“Agudath Téarsl of America; the national, =
“Orthodox Jéewish -movement which has
i :for'.' more - than'-' 3.a _dccade' ':_ 'advocated s

York's
these sectilarist groups are contesting, We " -
-deplore -the Fact . that in:the process of =7’

"'these antkparochlaf schonl actwmee by _YOM can Share lt Wlth

g '--"-dozens of readers for

is accusation. was imade: by

- Agudath Israel after: the: announcement;“:

- thiat PEARL had filed a suit on Thitsday " -
Yrmioraing, s July -30th, against GovEThor
~Nelson Rockefeller and ‘other New York -
State “officidls -challenging the - constitd: "=
tionality of .the law Tecently enacted by:
- ‘the State Legislatuie -providing forthe = ] =
reimbursenient <t nonspublic ‘schools of -

their expenses for ceriam State-mandated' o

: -servaceq :

Ambng the JeW:sh conshmem% 'of'
PEARL are-the  Ametican” Jewish Con=- .
- gress, B'nar Brith, Arericin Jewish Com-
 mittes - and - Jewish' Labor  Committes.
-Agudath - Tsrael has estimated that the .| .--Jewlsh home"
“New York Staté will réceive $1%2 mﬂhon
f rom this mandated Services act

“Astatement  issued by Agadath Isme'ﬁ

" Jocal “and federal governimients, as well
“ag-its ‘widely-publicized ‘denunciations of
‘the efforts .of the religions schools-of all G
Taiths 10 -obtain - their fair share -of dhe 0] o0
tax -dollar, have creatéd a false’ imags
—~of ‘the “American  Jew fighting: for secus -
~Tarism  vérsus creligion and “disgrace “the | hi
" “Tewish name. Now that it has joinied with- EE '
" several  other “Yewish-igroups in an oat-0 |
- fetnpt’‘to’ -abort . even . such ‘aminimal
‘prograty of government support for Jew-- .
" ish" day-schools ‘as ‘the Mandated Services
Law, - which. 6nly . cotripensates  thasa
-, schools for specific acts of record-keep-
_ng which - they . perform at - ;he  State’y ] -
- -behest, they stand exposed in their ‘trug™ |
Jight . as ~diechard . ovponents “of Jewish &
all-day “religious - education. “There ‘can
“bé ‘no’other explanation- for Jewish or-
panizations who obstmately refase Tto
oplace - Yewish educational “interests; the S
sole guarantor for Fewish survival, -above - b
‘‘otitworn “and ‘extreme “application of ‘the. -/
_chuirch-state  separation “dogma _to  the ~
harrowest forms of government aid. " -
" “Ye ‘are confident thit the courts will
U Yiphiold | the © constitutionality - of - New

‘Mandated - Services - Law ~which - 3’."THE JEWISH OBSERVER ‘?

wowNG?

. Be sure. '!'o no'hfy us m

advance so that your cuples S
_-: w:!l conﬂnue 'l-u rench you.-"-_'_:_

e : Agudath lsrael of Ameérica:
- dfter the suit was ﬁled by PEARL'_-
"'.declared' : iy -

ThE couit tnals whtch the Amencan i fﬁfﬁ%ﬁ%%%ﬁf{% .

IeW1sh ‘Congress - has”-initiated - against

:_The Amétican pubilc must know:.'t'hat"
'.these groups do riot spca_k for the ]emsh

j: ane ‘fo' .
= PUBL[CATIO‘NS DEPARTMENT o

"5 Baektan 5‘!' New Yeork Cify 10038.

.__"or semi check ‘or money order to‘ g

A hmrte& number of cop:es of

THE YEWISH
POCKET BOOKS
' “tiow avmlable At
S only 39¢ eac}n :
:Entn-e set of 12 only $3 95
: (attractwe bookstand free)

Wme “for &escnpnve broc:’nure.

Tradtuonal Educatmual
oo Adseciation
oAl West: 42nd Street

"; E New York N. Y. 10036

: -:_*dnly $5. 00 o

SEND A GIFT SUBSCRIPTION

The ;‘.reuéf;'sh bbséri}'éf’f; :'-My',';;sw'?'o Sl




'"THOUSANDS OF CHILDREN
s INCSIXSUMMER
i EDUCATI(}NAL PROJECTS ‘
~OF AGUDATH ISRAEL

-of “the United States and Canada - are

mer projects range .from New York's

Asrael.

- ‘éducational programs is Camp Agudah

"1'_.for boys in Ferndale, New York, where

. close to 1,000 children will be instilled
“with a unique Torah spirit utilizing the

‘‘Mountains. - Since its inception over a

:'-:numerous non-religious  Jewish homies,
““when . the - children returned f{o . their

- way of life.

"‘tional reputation for its major contribu-
“tion- to the education of Jewish girls
~“during the usually wasted
months."

“ronto, dividing half of the season for

<-'Camp -Agudah of Montreal,

“ternational
~enables American boys ‘to mingle with -~
~their European and Israeli -peers for a
“highly inspiring and instructive summer .

Thouqands of childrén from every part e
~benefiting this summer -from six educa-
“tional projects conducted or organized by -
-Agudath Israel of America. These sum- -

‘Catskil Mountains through Canada to

Fhe oldest and ]argest of the summer

Shealthful surroundings of the Catskill =
“duarter of & century ago, Camp Agudah |

has had & profound positive impact on

< parents after being inspired to a -‘Forah -

“'The American girls’ camp, Camp ‘Bnos - _
in' Liberty, New York, has followed a -
- similar program, and has gained 2 na- -

summer -

: 2 In- Canada; the local chapter of Agu- -
“dath Israel of Toronto is sponsoring its .
-second season of Camp - Agudah of To- -

" boy campers and the other half for girls. .
sponsored

by the -local Agndath Isracl branch, has -
. .'_opéned ‘its first season for this"year.- .
" The second season of Agudath IsraePs -
 siimmer project in Israel is being enjoyed -
Camp S'dei ‘Chemed In--

which -

this summer:
in" Rishon  1'Zion,

in the Holy Land, and the “Live and

‘Learn in Israel” project for girls which
" centers around the Bais Yaakov Teachers .-

Semmary in Jerusalem.

" .- The summer proiects of Agudath Is‘rael o
- of -‘America are an integral part .of the °
“organization's year-round educational ac-
-~ tivities which reach out to close to twenty
: thousand children through youth -groups -
““and publications.

~ ORTHODOX TOURIST AND -

ALIYAH OFFICE ./
“IS OPENED IN JERUSALEM

_A special office to enable tourists o
Tsrael to obtain a deeper .dimension of =
religious life and accomplishments in the
" Holy Land, was opened in Jerusalem in
. June by Agudath Israel of America. The |
Orthoidox tourist office was established -
by Apgudath Israel in respomse fo the
-requests from many tourists who felt =
that the official gunided tours “did not
" “sufficiently convey to visitors from for- =
" ceign countries a true picture of Torah - .
life in Israel,” the Agudath Israei leader = -

declared.

: ._'_.relsg:ous “alzm"'(zmmlgrants) from the
“United States and -other linds cope ‘with

“Agudath Israel, o
"P.0O.B. 326, Jerusalem, Israel (Telephone: -~ -
27328} i

their specific problems ‘as Orthodox Jews

-in  housing, -¢ducation; .and -occupation. -
“The Tourist -and -Aliyvah department of .7
" Agudath Israel of America will be headed | 5
~.. by a member of the organization’s execu- . .
- tive .committee who recently settled in -
“"Jerusalem, Rabbi .Gabriel Beer of Far
Rockaway, New York. R
~.Information can be obtained by wntmg' i

the Tourist .and Aliyah Department .of
.5 Shomer Hakotel St.

Lo Co'p:i.e's ﬁf'our'
7o June issue
with-the =
- "m'u'ch-dis'c'usséd
“MODERN -
ORTHODOXY e
AN ANALYSIS
AND A RESPONSE”'
are “still ‘available at
50¢ per copy

Oniy pre-paid orders -
.will be filled o

".-The jewnsh Observer o
~Back-lssues - o
‘5 Beekman Streaf ISE DT
“New York,"N. Y. 10038 .~ -

Spend your Yomlm Towm clt the Ploneerfi_zf

-For reserVatmns eall R : : -
2 In New York City / dll'et.t hne' WI 7-7717
e In I:he Mountains: (914) 6474200 '

Remember, you get more at-. . . o
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"-';::_NEW SUBSCRIPTION

THE JEWISH OBSERVER
5 BEEXMAN S'I'REET/NEW Yonx N. Y. 10038

Yes; here is -$3 for & new trial subscr'i;stion to
“your magazine, at a savings of $2.

The J ew1sh Observer is & magazine {hat
gets talked about. Over the dinner table,

_-.over the business lunch, wherever two read-
- ers get together _there is bound to be a
- heated discussion concerning any or all of

the articles.
Because the Jewish Obsérver opens up

onew horizons in -thought, it engages the
“mind. Provides not only facts, but a deeper
-~ and clearer prospective foo. And when the
- -mind opens up it starts working. Thinking
o o-of new ideas, new solutions for Orthodox
Lo Jewry's problems, - and .better ways of
‘achieving Orthodox Jewry's goals.

That is why when two readers get {o-

o gether there may be .. ..th ... a slight

difference of opinion,

CNames L

o _ 'A&aré'q.ﬁ

i

- we are -offering a reduced rate for a new
- subscription. For only $3.00 — a savings
.of $2.00 — we will send you 10 1ssues of
-the Jewish Observer.

o your subseription now for three years at

|
i
I
|
]

: - me a free gallery of portra.1ts of Gedolei Yisroel.
| R
!

!
!
]
!
|

‘That'is what we want -
It means they are involved. . o
To get you involved in the conversatmn

If you are already a subscrxber renew .

the réduced rate of $12, and you will save -

$3 off the regular cost.

To be extra nice to you, if Vo renew for’

. three years we will throw in FRER :a- ' .
. gallery of portraits .of CGedolei. Yisroel to .- -
. -adorn your home, which gells for §3 per set,
- -go that you will be saving a totai of §6.

RENEWAL SUBSCRIPTION

THE T EWISH OBSERVER L
5 BEEKMAN STREET/NbW York, N, Y. :10038
Yes, I will take advantage of your offer to save $6

Enclosed is $12 for a 3-year renewal, and please send

Name: oo
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