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Readers of The Jewish Observer 

To the above named Defendant 

'nu arr 11rrrhy .sumtttnur~ to answer the complaint in this actiOn and to serve 

answer in evaluation of the question: 

Can Modern. Legal Disputes be Settled by Din .Torah? .. ·· 
Attorney(s) for the Plaintiff · 

JUDAH DICK . ------·---------·---- --. 
Joe Lyner and Murray Goldman were partners in 

Gold-Lyne Gems; Lyner supervised the shop and Gold
man drummed up the business on the outside. 

After twelve years of working together, the two 
decided to part company.-How much is the busine .. ~s 
worth? Does Goldman keep the clients? -Who is en
titled to the location?-What is the Gold-Lyne name 
worth? 

Goldman wants to take their differences to court, 
but Lyner refuses. "We're both Orthodox Jews. Any
one who learned Chumash and Rashi know the opening 
of Mishpatim: 'And these are the ordinances that you 
shall place before them.' Says Rashi-'Before them. 
but not before the Gentile courts.' " 

Goldman would agree in principle but he doesn't 
see anything wrong with going to a modern civil court, 
which does not "invoke names of idols," which is 
Rashi's primary objection; nor is he certain that a 
Jewish court has jurisdiction over a case that is govern
ed by dina demalchusa-the law of the land. Besides, 
he is reluctant to bring such a highly specialized case to 
a din Torah-to be adjudicated by a court composed 
of rabbis. 
• Would a rabbinical court (beis din) devote the 
time necessary for such a case? 
• A re the rabbis of the beis din sufficiently knowl
edgable in Choshen Mishpat (the section of Shulchan 
Aruch that deals with monetary matters) to handle this 
case? 
• Do these rabbis have enough expertise in business 
affairs? 
• Can the psak din (decision) be enforced? 
• Might there not be some hidden trap-some un
known aspects of Talmudic law with which they may 
not be familiar, which they simply didn't take into 
account? 
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Whose Jurisdiction? 

ALTHOUGH THE GOLDMAN-LYNER CASE is purely fie:. 
tional, it is typical of a host of disputes that, out of 
ignorance, people settle in a civil court. Indeed, Rashi 
does quote the Talmud in the warning against bringing 
a case to a secular court as a "desecration1 of G-d's 
name and glorifying the names of idols." This may 
hardly seem applicable to the neutral atmosphere of 
modern courts, where a witness even has the option 
to affirm instead of swearing on a Bible. But the 
essence of the prohibition is aimed against showing 
preference for a system of jurisprudence formulated 
by the human mind over the Divine Law of the Torah,2 

and this applies to all courts-even where the judges 
and lawyers are Jewish, even when the law of the land 
happens to coincide with Torah Law. (In fact, the 
law courts in Israel, which are secular in nature, also 
fall under this ban; and the Chuzon Ish:i spoke out 
strongly against submitting business disputes to such 
courts. For a fuller discussion on this point, see Rabbi 
Bezalel Zolty's article "Religious Law in Israel," in THE 

JEWISH OBSERVER of February, '7 l.) 

Jn addition to violating the restriction against litiga
ting in secular courts, an involuntary transfer of funds 
that results therefrom is unauthorized, and is therefore, 
in effect, gezeila (theft), since Jews are bound to follow 
Torah Jaw among themselves. 

To be sure, dina demalchusa-the law of the land
does on occasion prevail even when Torah Law would 
generally lead to a contrary result. But the role of dina 
demalchusa is rather limited, and even according to its 
broadest interpretation, it applies only to cases where 
the Government has enacted certain legislation for the 

.JUDAH DICK is a senior attorney of the of] ice of the Corporation 
Counsel of the City of New York and Vice-President of COLPA. 
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welfare of the people to meet some pressing need which 
has arisen; but its supremacy does not apply to a 
system of general laws or codification of common law, 
made to establish a legal code for that particular 
country. If it would have such universal application, 
its practical effect would be tantamount to the aboli
tion of the Choshen Mishpat from an active role in 
Jewish life.4 

But even when the principle of dina demalchusa is 
applicab]ei its role in a particular situation must be 
determined by a rabbinical court. An interesting appli
cation of this rule can be seen from an article by 
Rabbi Eliyahu Henkin in Hapardes some years ago, 
holding that since rent control laws arc legislative 
enactments especially designed to deal with the housing 
shortage, they are within the scope of dina demalchusa 
and must be followed by a beis din.' 

There are even views that one must resort to a din 
Torah against a non-Jewish adversary who is willing 
to submit to one, and for that matter there were many 
Gentiles in Russia who voluntarily did so because of 
their trust in the integrity of the rabbis. 

But when both contestants are Jews--even if one 
is non-religious-they most certainly are obligated to 
submit to a rabbinical court, unless the other refuses 
to respond to a summons from a beis din. In such a 
case, the beis din will grant leave to resort to secu1ar 
courts to enforce a halachica!ly valid claim.' 

As for the academic qualification and business orien
tation of rabbis serving on a beis din-a select number 
of rabbis have emerged who, by virtue of years of 
experience and specialization, Talmudic study and prac
tical observation, are indeed highly qualified to act 
in judgment on highly complex business matters. . . . 

But there is still another question haunting Orthodox 
Jews who would settle their disputes by din Torah. 

M. Samuels & Co. was committed to deliver 75 
cases of merchandise to J. R. Strickman in time for his 
spring season, but the Samuels delivery lvas late. Strick
man was forced to pick up other merchandise from a 
jobber at a much higher price to meet his customers' 
demand and he did not want to pay the agreed price to 
Samuels, when the merchandise finally did arrive. They 
brought their differences to a din Torah, and the psak 
(decision) allowed Strickman to make a reduced pay
nient over a period of ten months-but Strickman 
never made any payments. 

What was Samuel to do? Would he be forced to take 
,Strickman to court and start all over again--or was 
.there a way to harness the legal machinery of the State 
.and enforce the psak (verdict) of the din Torah? 

-4 

The Machinery of Enforcement 

A JEW Is ENJOINED to respond to a summons to beis 
din, at the penalty of being put into cherem (ostracized 
from the community) if he does not respond. None
theless, most people usually do not like to depend on 
their adversary's good will, his spirit of compliance, or 
his fear of cherem, and look for more conventional legal 
buttresses to support an agreement. 

There was a time, not too long ago, when the civil 
courts' calendars were not over-crowded, and the courts 
were averse to submission of disputes to arbitration-a 
format for settlement that would include the classic din 
Torah-since this would have meant circumventing their 
jurisdiction. Nowadays, however, when the dockets are 
congested, the courts have favored this option, and in 
almost every state of the Union as well as in Congress 
laws have been adopted that recognize the results of 
arbitration as legally binding, so long as the litigants 
adhere to the statutory provisions surrounding arbi
tration-beginning with signing a written agreement 
to arbitrate. During arbitration both parties must be 
given a fair hearing, but otherwise no particular pro
cedure or substantive law is prescribed. The awards of 
the arbitration is then binding on both parties, and 
the court will then enter a judgment or court order 
directing the parties to fully comply with the provisions 
of the award. The only exception to this would be if 
it could be shown that the arbitrators were guilty of 
misconduct. 

This accommodates the conduct of a din Torah in 
its customary format so completely, that very few 
modifications would be required to make the results 
enforceable by law. First would be a written submission 
to arbitration, signed by all parties. It is disturbing to 
note that the New York Court Report contains a num
ber of cases where it held it could not enforce the 
decisions of a din Torah because of lack of such a 
signed agreement. It would therefore seem to be of 
utmost importance to make the signing of such an 
agreement routine procedure in every din Tor ah. (A 
model draft of such an agreement appears at the end 
of this article.) 

Should one party refuse to sign such an agreement, 
it may be considered tantamount to a refusal to appear 
in a beis din, and accordingly would be grounds for 
authorization to go to a secular court. 8 Partners enter
ing into a contract may provide in advance for sub
mission to a din Torah by entering a clause in their 
contract that would require all disputes to be settled 
by din Torah; a form for this also appears at the 
article's conclusion. 

The model submission form avoids many of the 
problems which have affected the enforceability of a 
din Torah. The model form authorizes the rabbis to 
follow the procedures generally followed at a din 
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. The contract to submit to Din Torah has been 

signed ... and the courts are ready to enforce 

the decision. 

Torah. This is significant, since the procedure followed 
is somewhat different from that followed by other arbi
trators. Also, not all evidence and witnesses normally 
admissible are acceptable under Jewish Law. For in
stance, the statute provides that an arbitrator must 
take an oath to faithfully perform his duties, must 
swear in witnesses, must give prescribed notice of 
hearings, must hear all relevant testimony and evidence 
presented .... 

The model form waives these requirements since in 
conducting a din Torah, rabbis do not take an oath 
nor do they swear in witnesses. It may be desirable to 
a1low departure from the strict halacha in the matter 
of receiving evidence, on occasion permitting the testi
mony of witnesses who may not he halachically quali
fied-such as women or relatives. This should he added 
to the model form of submission if agreed upon. 

The Conditions of Enforcement 

ONCE THE LlTlGANTS HAVE SJGNED the submission con
tract, accepting the obligation to settle by din Torah, 
the courts stand behind the document in many ways. 
First, a court will compel the parties to proceed to ax 
litigate the matter before the din Torah and will stay 
any legal action in the courts on the same subject., In 
certain cases, the court can even appoint an arbitrator 
--or the third member of an arbitration tribunal- if 
the parties are unable to agree on one, so that the 
arbitration agreement will not be frustrated by the one 
seeking to avoid going to arbitration. In New York 
and in some other jurisdictions, arbitrators have sub
poena powers and can compel third parties to appear 
before them to testify as witnesses or to produce re
levant documentary evidence. When a din Torah con
forms to the statutory rules for arbitration, the rab
binical court can exercise these powers with State 
backing. As a practical matter, however, it would be 
necessary to go to court to enforce such a subpoena; 
but refusal to comply would subject the reluctant party 
to costs and/or a civil penalty, and possible liability 
for damages. 

The din Torah itself can be conducted in either of 
two ways, dependent upon the wishes of the contestants: 
one, where the halachic procedures are followed to the 
fullest-with the possible exception of circumventing 
the necessity of an oath . This would entail the reaching 
of a decision in uncompromising conformity to the 
halacha, with a full verdict of "guilty" (or obligation 
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to pay) or ''not~guilty." The bther course allows for 
peshara~r compromise-which takes into account 
such factors as the equities of the situation and the 
concept of lifnim meshuras hadin, making greater de
mands than the law would require from one of the 
parties using halacha as a general guideline only. 

In whatever way the psak (decision) is arrived at, 
it can be enforced by the courts, providing the psak 
is put into writing, with the signatures of all rabbis 
who sat in on the case. A copy of the psak should be 
delivered to each party. It may be written in Yiddish 
or Hebrew, although it is necessary to have it properly 
translated if it goes to court. In New York and most 
other states, the arbitrators' signatures must be acknowl
edged, which means that they must either sign before a 
Notary Public or state before the Notary that the signa
tures are theirs. (A form acknowledgement appears at 
the end.) While the acknowledgement can always be 
added later, it would be more desirable to have it done 
as soon as the psak is rendered. 

In many states, including New York, one must go 
to court within one year of the award to have it ju
dicially enforced. Thus, if there is any doubt as to 
whether any of the parties will abide by the pst1k, it 
would be wise to have the psak entered as a court 
order or judgment as soon after it is rendered as pos-
sible. This is especially true where the psak applies to 
an on-going relationship which might be violated after 
the year is up. 

What happens when by oversight the contestants or 
the beis din do not prepare a contract of arbitration? 
ls it still possible that the psak will be enforced by the 
Courts? or will the lack of adherence to formal arbi
tration procedures disqualify the din Torah as a legal 
proceedings? 

Case of tbe Missing Form 

In a recent case10 involving substantial sums of 
money an award of a din Torah was confirmed by the 
courts, even though the arbitration decision was not 
duly acknowledged and many of the procedures that 
are essential to statutory arbitration were simply ig
nored. The arbitrators were not sworn, nor were the 
witnesses, and so on. The court held that once the 
parties agreed to litigate their dispute before a rabbini
cal court, they had in effect expressed their willingness 
to waive these customary procedures. Even the acknowl
edgement before the nolary could be done later (eight 
months had already elapsed since the award was 
handed down). Nor did it matter that the psak was 
written in Hebrew. The court only refrained from en
forcing one aspect of the psak-regarding the disassoci
ation of one of the partners from the business-on the 
grounds that it was expressed in somewhat ambiguous 
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terminology. The important thing was that the parties 
had signed a written agreement to submit the matter 
to a din Torah. 

Psak of Finality-Or Merely Evidence? 
THE DECISION OF THE RABBINICAL COURT is final and 
is easily converted into an enforceable court order or 
judgment as long as the statutory procedures outlined 
above are followed. But this is not always the case. 
When there is a failure to execute a sub1nission to 
arbitration or to conduct a din Torah in accordance 
with customary arbitration procedures, the psak cannot 
be entered as a court order. Nonetheless it may still 
fall into the category of common-law arbitration: The 
dispute must go through the same routine pleadings 
and trial procedures as an ordinary action, and the 
burden of proof rests on the plaintiff to prove that the 
controversy was indeed submitted to arbitration and 
that an award was made which v1as not complied with. 11 

In other words, the psak is not acted upon as though 
it were verdict. It only comes into play as plaintiff's 
evidence for a new verdict. This can be a costly, time
consuming process, which can be easily avoided hy 
taking the necessary preventive measures. 

When Din Torah Is Not Recognized 
THERE ARE A FEW AREAS where the courts are reluctant 
to surrender their prerogatives to arbitration, such as 
where the rights of children are involved. Thus. in one 
recent case which is presently on appeal, the courts 
declined to direct a divorced couple to arbitrate before 
a din Torah a dispute involving custody and support 
of the child of the marriage.12 The court in that case 
assumed that judges, with the assistance of professional 
staffs, are more competent than rabbis are to handle 

Makes PASSOVER m1Jre delicious! 
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Lawyers at the Din Torah: 
a help or a hindrance? 

such matters. This is currently being disptued by 
COLPA (Commission on Law and Public Affairs), 
which has filed a brief in a Court of Appeals in defense 
of the process of din Torah as applied to custody 
decisions. 

This assumption is certainly open to doubt in view 
of the competence with which the batei din in Israel 
have handled such matters, showing great concern for 
the best interest of the child in each individual case, 
through the flexible application of the guidelines set 
forth in the halacha, 13 as they understood the child's 
needs. (In case of divorce, the Shu/chan A ruch suggests 
awarding all children under six to the mother's custody; 
after six years of age, the sons are to be entrusted to 
the father, and the daughters to the mother. But final 
decision is left to the rabbinical judges.) It might at 
least be expected that American courts allow the din 
Torah to proceed-to hear the merits of the case and 
make a reasoned decision-and then, perhaps, permit 
a court to set aside such decision when it is convinced 
that enforcing the psak would be detrimental to the 
best interest of the child. 

Other areas which are not entrusted to arbitration 
are those where the state has a strong public policy, 
such as the enforcement of securities laws, or where 
criminal violations are involved. In such cases, the 
court may decline to enforce an arbitration decision 
which it believes contrary to public policy. 

With these rather limited exceptions, arbitration of 
disputes is now favored by the law as a method of 
speedy and inexpensive settlement of civil disputes 
without imposing additional burdens upon the courts 
and the public treasury. 

And the Lawyers? 
NOT THE LEAST BENEFIT of a din Torah is that it allows 
one to avoid the need for lawyers and substantial legal 
fees. The sages have traditionally taken a jaundiced 
view of attorneys, since they often tend to obscure 
truth rather than aid in its search.15 

Nonetheless, there are times when lawyers and their 
services would be salutary to a din Torah. There have 
been batei din (rabbinical courts) that permitted their 
participation in a din Torah16 and it is a common prac
tice today in Israeli batei din. This is especially valid 
when the lawyer is familiar with the applicable halacha, 
as well as with the customs of the trade in question 
and pertinent dina demalchusa. Ideally the lawyer could 
then perform as an impartial legal counsel, as a source 
of necessary information, and to assure that the psak 
be legally binding. He could even function in his cus
tomary role as articulator of the interests of his clients, 
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as outlined in the Codes of Professional Responsibility 
-to assist the court in arriving at the truth and not 
to mislead it by misrepresenting the facts or law-since 
there are many people who are either inarticulate or 
disorganized, and are not able to properly present their 
case to the beis din. 

The Torah commands us: "Judges and constables 
you shall appoint unto thee in all of your gates." 
Indeed, throughout history Jewish communities jeal
ously guarded their autonomous batei din and it was 
rare that one Jew took his case against a fellow Jew 
to a secular court-this being grounds for cherem. 
The Jewish community in our country should return 
to the great tradition17 which kept alive the Choshen 
Mispat and made it a living law, rather than just a 
subject of academic study which has no present day 
applicability. The community should encourage the 
establishment of batei din, which would handle claims 
of all types and varieties for a nominal fee, and assure 
that no religious Jews be compelled to resort to secular 
courts to vindicate his legal rights.18 Then we might 
earn the realization of Isaiah's prophecy ( 4:27): "Zion 
will be redeemed with justice and those returning to it 
with righteousness." O 

INDEX OF FORMS 
CLAUSE IN CONTRACT OR AGREEMENT TO SUBMIT 

All DISPUTES TO A BEIS DIN 

Any controversy or dispute or claim of any nature whatsoever 
arising out of or relating to a ny provision of the agreement or 
the breach thereof shall be settled by a Din Torah to be held by 
a Beis Din to be selected as follows: One rabbi by each of the 
parties and the third rabbi shall be selected by the other two 
rabbis (by the Beis Din known as ................. ), who shall 
decide the matter in accordance with Jewish Law (and/or principles 
of equity generally followed by a Din Torah). The procedure to be 
followed at the Din Torah shall be consistent with that generally 
followed by a Beis Din and need not conform to any statutory 
procedures. It is further agreed that the decision of the Beis Din 
shall be binding upon the parties and may be entered as a 
judgment in any court of competent iurisdiction pursuant to 
Article 75, New York C.P.LR. 

.·.MODEL FORM OF SUBMISSION OF DISPUTE TO BEIS DIN 

UNDER NEW YORK LAW OF ARBITRATION 

MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT made this day of 
187 , between .................................... who resides at (has its place of busi~ 
ness at) ................................... , City of .................................. State of ........................... .. 
and ................................... , who resides at {has ik place of busiMss at) 
.. ............................... , City of ......... ..... ........ ....... State of .......................... : ...... . 
Whereas a certain dispute(s) and difference(s) have arisen and 
still exist between the above-mentioned parties, (relative to ........... . 
........................ } and they have decided to submit such dispute to a 
Din Torah according to Jewish law for a binding decision, IT IS 
HEREBY AGREED by and between them to refer all disputes and 
matters in difference whatsoever between them (in any way con. 
nected or arising out of the above-mentioned controversy) to 
award, order and final binding determination of a Beis Din con-
sisting of the following 3 rabbis (or to the Beis Din known as .......... .. 
........................ ): Rabbi .................................... , Rabbi ................................... , and Rabbi 
..................................... The award or decision of the Rabbis or a majority 
of them shall be enforceable in any court of competent jurisdiction 
pursuant to the New York Law of Arbitration-CPLR ARTICLE 75. 
The rabbis shall not be required to take an oath, nor to administer 
an oath to any witnesses at the hearing, nor to follow any par· 
ticular rules or procedures except that generally followed at Din 
Torahs. The decisio~ shalt be in accordance with the Halacha 
[and/or general principles of equity generally followed at a Din 
Torah). The decision shall be rendered at the conclusion of the 
hearings or within 30 days thereafter and a copy of the decision 
shall be delivered or mailed to each party. The decision shall be 
signed by the rabbis ad upon request of the prevailing party, they 
shall acknowledge their signature before a notary public so that 
it may be enforced in court. The rabbis shall be entitled to com· 
pensatlon of $ .................. per diem to be paid by both parties equally 
[un!ess otherwise decided by the Beis Din). 
Signed ................. . .............................................. . 

Matters in parentheses ( ) are optional and should be stricken 
if not desired. 

Form of Acknowledgement of Decision of Din Torah 

STATE OF NEW YORK, COUNTY OF , SS. 
On the day of , 197 , before me personally came 

Rabbi ................. .. ................ , Rabbi .................................... and Rabbi .............. .. 
.... , to me known and known to me to be the persons who are 

described in the foregoing Arbitration Award and Decision of 
Beth Din and they acknowledged that they executed the same. 

Notary Public, State of New York 
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THE LONG TRIP 
FROM RUSSIA: 

Celebration in Vienna 
... Landing at Loll ... 

No ONE KISSES THE EARTH in Vienna. It is only a 
stop-over for administrative purposes on the long flight 
from Russia to Israel. But after having lost social 
standing, party membership, employment, and official 
recognition of his sanity for having applied for a visa; 
after having endured months of blind alleys, refusals, 
and doubt ... finally receiving the airplane ticket ... 
gaining clearance at customs, often being stripped of 
all worldly goods (including personal effects-even 
fur trim from a cloth coat), the Russian Jew may 
emerge naked of worldly belongings, but he is deeply 
enriched with the sense of being a Jew; and at his 
first oportunity he wants to celebrate. Medieval Schoe
nau Castle, the Viennese stopover where Soviet Jews 
are "screened and processed" for a day or so on their 
way to Israel, is the scene of the celebration. 

As visitors to Schoenau have described it, routine 
1neals become festive banquets, and the mix of emigre's 
are in fact the celebration. The speeches, the songs, 
the little stories, reveal the kaleidiscopic background 
of the celebrants: Georgian Jews, who have spent their 
lifetime in their out-of-the-way corner of Asia Minor, 
steeped in a Jewish tradition that is very much of their 
own nusach and flavor, in stubborn defiance of the 
anti-religion policy of the State; their aliya is almost the 
direct utopian outcome of years of hope and prepara
tion .... Carpathian Jews, who were tossed by the 
wild winds of historic change-from sheltered Chas
sidic up-bringing, through Nazi concentration camps, 
to Soviet control-whatever vestiges of religious con
viction survived German brutality seemed snuffed out 
by Soviet policy. Yet here in Schoenau the circle is 
complete and they celebrate a rebirth of J cwishness in 
its fullest terms .... Scientists from Moscow, mathe
maticians from Sverdlovsk, an opera singer from Lenin
grad-all reveling in their first taste of a Jewishness 
they had previously known only from hearsay and 
rumor .... Young men who somehow had amassed 
voluminous knowledge of major portions of the Talmud 
-where?-under whose tutelage?-how?-still seem-

ing to harbor private thoughts, protecting their vast 
treasures from probing curiosity. 

The banquet speeches, confessionals, toasts and 
testimonials, and musical performances are dedicated 
to open expression of being a Jew, at last. Some re
marks are translated fro1n Russian into Yiddish, some 
are expressed haltingly in Hebrew, some remain un
translated. But the fervor with which the speakers 
pronounce "Yivrei" does not need the skills of an 
interpreter. Through it all, even the most estranged 
Jews seem to be reaching out for a hand to lead them 
securely to an all-encompassing Jewishness. Schoenau 
is the threshhold to that fulfillment-a fulfillment that 
is not always realized . 

T 
Down to Earth at Lod 

OUCHING DOWN AT LOD AIRPORT in Israel is a 
consummation of dreams and aspirations. "To express 
love for her soil" assumes a literal significance ... and 
then begin the realities of adjustment-or absorption 
(klita), as Israelis call it. 

The logistics of providing housing and jobs to a 
thousand new-comers every week is staggering. Some 
are willing to give the responsible ministries credit for 
being so involved in the physical that they simply 
have no time or presence of mind for the "spiritual" 
factors of absorption. Other more experienced Jsrael
watchers see the Absorption Ministry deliberately tram
pling on religious sensibilities-either out of long
standing antipathy for religion; or, as Peter Grose of 
the New York Times interprets it, out of fear that 
Russian Jews will gravitate to one of the religious 
parties, and form a political threat to the ruling Mapai. 
The result is a settlement policy that is a form of 
scatter-housing-a concept that has assumed loaded 
meaning in the States and has broad implications in 
Israel, as well. So for whatever motive, the Absorption 
Ministry assigns the Russian oleh to isolated areas and 
he is often left stranded, facing three overwhelming 

More on tlle Russian Aliya, by Ezriel Tosllavi 
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· ... Apartment in Asllkelon 
Confrontation in the Knesset 

·WHERE IS ,. · 
FULFILLMENT? ·· . 

needs for which he is forced to fend for himself: re
ligious schooling for his children, a home in a religious 
atmosphere, and employment that does not involve 
Shabbos violation. 

0 Problem # 1: Scbooling 
LIM WHO SEEK FULFILLMENT on every level cer

tainly do not expect to compromise their children's 
Torah education in Israel. Yet there often seems little 
choice when the best schooling in their assigned com
munity is of Mamlachti Dati-the religious-oriented, 
government-controlled school network, which is co
educational and is simply not geared for preparing its 
graduates for continuation in the advanced Yeshiva 
or Bais Yaakov-type of school. It is therefore inade
quate for some one to perform the relatively simple 
task of acquainting the oleh with the existence of the 
more intensive Chinuch Atzmai schools. The proverbial 
horse is willing to drink. The problem is getting him 
to the water. 

The response has been a mobilization of religious 
forces in America and Israel to tackle this problem, as 
well as some of the others that will be outlined later. 
The Russian Immigrant Rescue Fw1d (the non-partisan 
task force operation founded by the American Agudah) 
and its Israeli commission are supervising and coor
dinating many of these efforts: the registering of chil
dren in religious schools by the Yad L'Achim activists; 
underwriting salary bonuses to induce teachers to ac
cept assignments in out-of-the-way communities; cre
ation of new Chinuch Atzmai school facilities (such 
as in Dimona in the Negev) and expansion of existing 
school plants (enrollment in the school in Ashkelon 
has leaped from 180 to 400 children!); and sponsor
ing a new tactic that has a much-abused counterpart in 
the States-busing. 

Some of the busing is simply from village to village 
-such as the transport of forty Russian girls from 
Kfar Atta to Or Chadash, Rabbi Moshe Tanami's girls' 
school in Kfar Chassidim. Other busing programs are 
part of a transPortation network that feeds the three 
Regional Schools that together serve over 1,000 chil
dren: in Adirim, serving the Chevel Taanach region of 
Galli!; in Sdei Chemed, serving the Merkaz; and in 
Chazon Yecheskel, serving the Chevel Lachish region-
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making transportation a £ 1/z million item on the 
Chinuch Atzmai budget. 

Sending off children to another village for their edu
cation is an inconvenient necessity to the Russian oleh 
who finds no religious school in his community-but 
less strenuous than arising at 6 A.M., as some Russian 
Jews were wont to do, to teach their sons a blatt 
Gemora while mother hammered nails into posts that 
"need fixing," to drown out the contraband Kol Torah 
with the incessant pounding. 

But Mayor Tetz of Neharia doesn't see it as a 
necessity at all. He views the busing of the thirty 
children of Georgian olim from his community to the 
Chinuch Atzmai schools in neighboring Acre as "puz
zling, sinful ... and downright criminal." 

T 
Problem #2: Housing 

HE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT reportedly spends in the 
area of $35,000 on settling the average Russian family 
of four with housing, jobs, and so on. It is hardly con
ceivable for any non-government agency to supplant 
this undertaking. But on the other hand, consider the 
depressing house-warming that greets the oleh:-The 
doorpost of his new home has no mezuzah.-All the 
neighbors are Jewish, but they are often totally lacking 
in religious appearance, feelings, and conduct-There 
might be a shul in the community, but not of the 
familiar nusach-and especially to Georgian Jews, who 
are accustomed to davening en masse in shul three times 
a day, this is tantamount to no shul; and there is 
little chance of convincing building authorities to 
allocate funds for such a purpose.-Having no work
ing knowledge of modern Ivrit, the only facilities for 
learning the language are Ulpanim that double as orien
tation sessions, and are attended by mixed groups of 
men and women (which the Georgians find unaccept
able by their standards of modesty), led by teachers 
devoid of religious feeling and sympathy.-Teen-age 
youngsters, who do not have sufficient education to 
enter advanced yeshivos and Bais Yaakov schools, in 
search of diversion gravitate to afternoon moadonim 
(recreation clubs) that feature hobby centers and dis
coteques. 

This scene does not represent the answers to cen-
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turies of dreaming nor the justification of fifty years of 
defiance of Soviet suppression. So the Rescue Com
mission has found an alternative-bringing as much 
Yiddishkeit as possible to the olim assigned to outlying 
communities by purchasing or erecting buildings to 
house community centers, shuls, and religious after
noon clubs; sponsoring Ulpanim Jed by religious per
sonnel, to teach the language and the ways of the 
country to segregated groups of men and women; and 
employing counselors and guidance personnel to work 
with these olim, who might be closer to realizing their 
dream than their second look might have led them to 
believe. 
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Facsimile of the Jetter from Georgian workers regarding 
Shabbos employment. 
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Problem #3: Employment Without Tears 

p ERHAPS THE DEEPEST DISAPPOINTMENT the Russian 
oleh experiences in his absorption into Israeli society 
is being presented with a well-paying job that involves 
working on Shabbos. This is surely an anomaly in a 
Jewish State, where Saturday is the oil:icial day of rest. 
It is even painful, as it deals with Jews who suffered 
vocational debasement (college graduates shining shoes 
as a source of free-lance income) and physical de
formity (Georgian fathers blunted their children's 
fingers on Fridays to excuse them from written school 
work on Saturdays) to avoid Shabbos descrcation in 
the Soviet. And it is ironic to occur at a time when 
the rights of the Orthodox Jewish workers to em
ployment, in spite of leaving work early on Fridays and 
not reporting at all on Saturdays, is protected in New 
York State by legislation (which, incidentally, was 
sponsored by the American Agudath Israel, and was 
drafted in part by COLPA). The New York State 
employer must prove unreasonable hardship on his 
business as a consequence of hiring or retaining a 
Sabbath observing employee before he can dismiss 
him. The Israeli Government is not yet hampered by 
such restrictive legislation. 
(Editorial Note: On March 8, both Houses of Congress 
of the U.S. adopted an amendment to the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, similar to the NYS Law, protecting the 
rights of the Sabbath observer. The text of the Law 
was drafted by Washington attorney, Nathan Lewin, 
Vice President of Colpa.) 

Recently a number of unskilled Georgian olim were 
hired as porters in the Lod International Airport on 
the condition that they work on Shabbos. Fourteen of 
these workers drafted a letter addressed to the Yad 
L'Achim complaining: 

"The administration of Lad will not allow us to 
work if we do not work on Shabbos . ... In 
Georgia we did not work on Shabbos-to do so 
in Israel would be scandalous . ... We plead to 
you to help us, because we want to remain faithful 
to our religion." 

Knesset Member (Agudath Israel) Menachem Po
rush brought their pleas to the national attention with 
an outcry on their behalf in the Knesset. He was 
forced to wrestle with a series of bureacratic hurdles 
that were erected specifically to stifle any debate on 
the issue; but when Moshe Michaelshvilli, one of the 
fourteen, was fired from his job at Lod, the cry could 
not be muted. Many excuses were furnished to cover 
for his dismissal-he was not suited for his job, his 
employment was only for the temporary winter travel 
rush. But underlying it all was his unwillingness to re
port to work on Shabbos, and a letter that he had 
personally penned which brought further notoriety to 
the case. 
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Confrontation in the Knesset u LTIMATELY, THE STRUGGLE for the rights of the 
Russian olim to be assigned jobs without Shabbos 
culminated in a defiant motion of no-confidence in 
the government by Agudah Member of the Knesset, 
Shlomo Lorincz. The tactic is one that is seldom used, 
and from the outset it was doomed to defeat. Indeed, 
the motion went down by a vote of 57 to 5, with 13 
abstentions. But it was significant as a public outcry of 
frustration with an unyielding bureaucracy-and more. 
It also hrought to the fore a skimpily veiled confronta-

tion of philosophies at loggerheads. OTI the surface, 
the statements of Knesset Member Lorincz, Prime 
Minister Meir, and other Knesset members dealt with 
the rights of Russian immigrants; but their statements 
also betrayed deep-seated attitudes regarding funda
mentals of Judaism: • The place accorded the Land 
in terms of Torah and Mitzvos-as an enriching setting 
for their performance, introducing the entire realm of 
mitzvos hateluyos ha'araetz (. . . depending on the 
Land), or as an overriding factor that displaces, even 
replaces, mitzvos. . . • The role of Shabbos in the 
Jewish State-a day with religious impact, or merely 

From the Knesset Floor 
Rabbi Lorincz: "As I contemplate this mir

acle, to my mind it i.~ even greater than those 
surrounding Exodu.~ Jrom Egypt . .. • The 
miracle: that we Jeu;s have endured this long 
and bitter golus witlwut suflering change in 
one letter of or~r sacred Torah."-So mar· 
veled Rav Yaakov Emdin over the integrity 
of the Jew and his Torah, two hundred years 
ago. 

I cannot help hut echo his wonderment, 
that after suffering fifty years of oppression 
behind the Iron Curtain, with no meaningful 
contact with communities where Jewry flour· 
ishes, our Russian brethren arc joining us
and their fidelity to Torah, especially among 
our Georgian brothers, is without fault-to 
the last letter. 

And now, here in a Jewish country, not 
only are letters of the Torah being threat· 
ened, but entire sections of the Torah are 
being ripped out! We had feared that the 
Russian aliya would bring a multitude with 
tenuous loyalties and mixed marriages, so 
mindful politicians hastily stretched the Law 
of Return to accommodate them-but lo! ..• 
the returners are more loyal to Judaism than 
those who greet them here! 

For months we have begged the Minister 
of Absorption: Include us in your work! 
FinaUy, last week, we were forced to threat· 
en: Either allow us to participate in the ab
sorption or we shall be forced into a "no
con fidence" vote. You claimed you needed 
no additions to your stafi .... You hired 30 
Kibbutz Artzi members, hut still no Orthodox 
hraelis lo work with imn1igrants frmn Gcor• 
gia and B1mkaria. 

We had requested that Georgian Jews he 
settled in groups numbering no less than 
200, to enable them to function as viable 
communities, with their own shul, their own 
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rabbis, and religious schools. Your response: 
41 have been assigned to Jerusalem, 4.8 to 
Ashdod, 35 to Or Yehuda, 10 to Natanya, 16 
to Nesher •.• 13 to Kiryat Yarn •••• Not one 
place has 200 ! 

And now I address my remarks to Trans· 
portation Minister Shimon Peres. You prom· 
ise<l: "Not one worker will be fired from any 
ty11e of work at l ... o<l. or any other place of 
employment, jor refusing to uiork on Shab· 
bos." Two days later, seven men were ]aid 
off in Lod! 

You claimed that they were excess labor. 
Any dear-minded individual would have left 
the Sabbath observers alone to avoid arou· 
sing suspicion-hut not Mr. Surcus at Lo<l! 
Even Amnon Rubenstein (1laaretz), a pro
fessed secularist, said this firing should make 
every citizen blush! 

The Ministry of Education should he set
ting up (religious) schools with a spcerl to 
match housing construction, hut it is hardly 
making a move! 

Why must aliya-elevation to the Holy 
Land-he the spiritual downfall of Russian 
Jews? .•• 

There are 100,000 Jews in Dagistan who 
are faithful lo their heritage, and have a 
binding tradition not to leave their home· 
land until Moshiach comes. . • . In view of 
the reception that would await them here, 
they know indeed what they neecl fear; they 
may well he better off waiting in Dagistan .... 

Even those of you who do not believe that 
you will have to stand judgment before the 
Alm·gbty-bow will your actions fintl juslit:e 
in the eyes of history? You are succeeding in 
uprooting that which has withstood two mil. 
lenia of golus: first you destroyed the reli
gious loyalties of our Sephardic brethren of 
Yemen, Teheran and North Africa-an(l now 
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the Jewish Sunday with or without "Blue Laws." ... 
• The dominance of Moshiach in the national con
sciousness as the ultimate redeemer of mankind from 
all his ails, as opposed to reliance on deliverance by 
ideology-be it secular nationalism, an enlightened 
Socialism, or a hybrid of the two. 

(Excerpts from their remarks are printed in the 
columns below.) 

The following day, a massive public demonstration 
protesting this shameful situation took place before in
coming immigrants at the Lod Airport with Knesset 

members, students, and Russian immigrants partici
pating. 

The ongoing confiict is not a battle between ad
versaries for the possession of men's souls. It is a 
struggle to permit the tens of thousands of Russian 
olim to complete their journey to Jewishness on which 
they had embarked with such consuming dedication 
and high aspirations. If the journey remains unfulfilled, 
it would be a crime against a most magnificently 
courageous sector of our people-and responsibility 
would sit with silent bystanders as much as with those 
who perpetrate this crime. O 

More from the Knesset Floor 
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are you proposing to do the same to the 
Georigans? • • • 

Forget for a tninute the religious i111plica· 
tions. Psychologists are also warning us tl1al. 
uprooting a people from their tradition J>ro· 
duces a maladjusted generation, similar to 
today's Panthers. Is this your goal in ahsorp· 
lion of t11e Russian olim? 

'\\Te arc not an opposition merely for the 
sake of opposing. W c })egged the Absorption 
Minister not to ]Jring us to this step of pro· 
nouncing our lack of eonfidence in the gov
ernment. But you leave us no choice. 

Reactio1is to Ral1bi Lorincz's Motion 
Prime illinister Golda Meir (in the Knes

set) : Witl1 your rhetoric, you are dissuading 
magnificent Jews from settling in the Iloly 
Land. If their religion re1nained in tact after 
fifty years u11der Communist terror, i_I will 
remain unharmed here. • . • As for Rahhi 
Lorincz's willingness to wait for Moshiach ... 
he is setting tlte clock hack a hundred years! 
lJse some of your zeal for a purpose that is 
sacred to every Jew-preserving our State, 
and bringing more Jews here before the ar· 
rival of l\·foshiacl•, instead of waiting for hiin. 
If you are out to win members to your party, 
so he it. But call the baby by its name: "poli· 
tics"-not "religion" or "Torah"! 

Emil Habibi (New Communists): We will 
vole against the Government-not for reli
gious reasons, hut 1>ecause of the (;overn-
1nent's anti-Soviet policies. 

Mrs. Esther·Raziel Naor (Gachal): I have 
little confidence in a government which l1ad 
committed itself to redivide Eretz Yisroel, 
and yet is assigning a minimum of settlers in 
new territories ••• is l>reaking up the tradi
tional fantily framework with unrealistic ab
sorption policies .•.• (The government) 1nust 
carry the IJlame for the increase in crime and 

juvenile delinquency. But thirty Agudist ah
sor1>tio11 workers will not solve tl1c problem, 
so we cannot join them in their no-confidence 
vote. 

Zevrtlim Hammer (l\fifdal): ~re are no less 
shocked at the mistreat1nent of the Russian 
olim. than are the members of the Agudah 
faction. We will not vote for the lack_ of con· 
fidence because we intend to fight this situa
tion from within the Government .•.• If th(~ 
Government refuses to employ Sabhath oh
servers, before long ot]1er businesses and in· 
stitutio11s will do tl1e same. 

Gideon Ha1tsner (Independent Liberal 
Party) : I would like to see the State, its 
transportation and communications operating 
on Shabhos-through Jews, and 11ot through 
"Shahbos goyim." llut nonetheless, we m11st 
accommodate those who as a 1natter of eon
science refuse to work: on Shahbos. 

University students pa1Uc1pating in the demonstrations at 
Lod against forced Chilul Shabbos-from· Panin1 el Panin1. 
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Chaim Shapiro 

Last of a Species 
a personal memoir of 

Horav Avrohom Kalmanoimtz, 

i1J1J/ p11~ lJT, Rav of Tiktin, 

Mirrer Rosh Yeshiva, 

on his seventh Yahrzeit. 

IN PoI,AND almost every 
town had its nickname, which usually afforded an 
inside view of the life and people of the town. The 
people of Tiktin were known as "Tiktiner Yachsonim" 
for practically every Jew in Tiktin considered himself 
-and indeed was--a yachson (an aristocrat)! One 
can well imagine the difficulties this nickname repre
sented when the time came to choose a new Rav for 
the town. 

Beginning with the first Rav, in the year 1568, 
all the Rabbonim who served in Tiktin were gedolim 
(giants of scholarship and stature). (Among them 
were the Maharsho, the Pnei Yehoshua, and Reb Eizele 
Chariph; the author of the B'e:·r Heitev on the Shulchan 
Aruch merely served as a dayan-a member of the 
rabbinical court.) 

In my time as well, the town had many ba' alei batim 
(laymen) who were Torah scholars of the first order. 
To give you an idea, I shall mention but a few ex
amples: My grandfather (known as Shmuel Leib, the 
Pike'ach ) would say the blatt (Gemora) every day for 
40 or 50 people. In his old age, when he could hardly 
see, he would recite the Gemora by heart. The city's 
mayor, Reb Yisroel Cohn-who was elected despite 
some desperate gerrymandering by the Polish Govern
ment-would study Kadoshim every morning before 
davening with my grandfather. This was in response to 
the expressed wish of the Chafetz Chaim who, on a 
visit to Tiktin, urged the towns people and the Cohanim. 
---·-·-···- - ---------------
CHAIM SHAPIRO is a Baltimore resident whose evocative pieces 
which draw on his youthful days in Europe a/ways delight 
JEWISH OBSERVER readers. 
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in particular, to prepare themselves for Mosbiach's 
coming by studying this section of the Talmud that 
relates to the service in the Holy Temple .... Even the 
wine-maker, upon being sentenced to one year in 
prison for violating the government monopoly on 
whisky and wine, offered as his only plea to the judge 
that he be permitted Kosher food and his Shas (com
plete set of the Talmud) in jail. While serving his 
prison term, he learned through the entire Shas! 

No wonder that it was so difficult to find a Rav for 
such baalei batim! Only after much deliberation was 
a new Rav finally chosen-Reb A vrohom Kalmano
witz. He was a talmid (disciple) of Slobodke, formerly 
Rav of Rakov, and a close friend of Reb Chaim Ozer 
Grodzenski of Vilna. He was also the founder and 
head of a kolel, and a leader of Agudath Israel of 
Poland. As befits a Rosh Yeshiva, he was a great 
lamdon (analytic scholar) and an articulate speaker. 
Truly a Rav of the "old school," he reigned with au
thority and straight-forwardness, making concession to 
neither the rich nor the poor-and wherever he ac
cepted a Rabbonus (a rabbinical appointment) he 
founded a Yeshiva. 

After the First World War, the Mirrer Yeshiva ap
pointed him as its president. He carried the Yeshiva 
on his shoulders from that time until the last day of 
his life. 

Thus, the Rav accepted the Rabbonus in Tiktin on 
two conditions: first, that the town support the Yeshiva 
he planned to establish there; and second, that he be 
permitted to travel on behalf of the Mirrer Yeshiva 
for a specific number of months each year. 
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Nowadays, when one appraises a godol, one is faced 
with the question of whether his personality would be 
of greater influence as a Rosh Yeshiva or as a Rav. 
In generations of old, every Rav also headed a Yeshiva. 
However, from the time of Reb Chaim Volozhiner, 
who founded the first modern type of Yeshiva, the 
two sacred missions split. We talmidim of Reb Avro
hom Kalmanowitz felt that time permitting, he was 
capable of both. In fact, we were convinced that he was 
even more Rosh Yeshiva than Rav. 

The old saying that gedolim derive their knowledge 
of the T anach from the Talmud did not apply to him. 
He was a fervent student of Tanach. During his many 
travels, the Tanach was his constant companion. 

The Rebbitzin was also a meyuchesses-as would 
befit that city of yachsonim. Her grandfather was Reb 
Bezalcl~ a dayan in Vilna, and she was a descendent of 
Reb Bezalcl Ragenshburg, whose notes are printed 
in all of Shas. 

A VROHOM KAL

MANOWJTZ was a born leader; his strong persona1ity 
and authorative voice commanded respect of Jew and 
Gentile alike. I remember vividly when a tire broke out 
one Motzaci Shabbos (Saturday night). Fire was po
tentially the greatest natural disaster for ·riktin, a town 
of many wooden houses. The volunteer Fire-Depart
n1ent was extremely prin1itive. With the clanging of the 
fire bells, the volunteers came running. The Jewish 
firemen still seemed half asleep, though long awake 
from their afternoon nap following the Shabbos meal of 
kugel and cholent. The Polish fire1ncn were half drunk 
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-having taken an advance nip before Sunday, when 
they would be totally drunk. Soon the Rav appeared 
on the roof of a house near the blaze-his imposing 
figure illuminated by the leaping Hames. Up there, it 
appeared, not only did he get a better view of the 
rescue operations, but by the flow of his tzitzis and 
his kapote (frock coat), he could judge the direc
tion of the wind. 

Like a field-marshall on a battlefield, he stood erect 
in his knee-high boots, which still glowed from their 
Erev Shabbos shine. His high velvet yarmulke was 
tilted to one side, and his hands were moving frantic
ally. With a single command he dismissed the fire
chief and took personal charge. His orders were 
obeyed to the letter by Jew and Pole alike. 

Amidst the panic and commotion, the Rav stood 
out like a tower of calm stability and authority. 

AT THE BEGINNING of 
World War II, the Rav and his family reached the 
United States, while his beloved Mirrer Yeshiva es
caped from Mir to Vilna, to avoid Soviet persecution. 
At that time, Vilna-like the entire Lithuanian Rcpub·· 
lie-was only a temporary haven, for Russia would 
soon swallow the entire litle country. The Yeshiva 
n1ovcd again-this time fro1n Vilna to Kcidan, until 
emigration procedures could be arranged. 

The Rav began to work frantically, knowing that he 
\Vas fighting for tin1e. His first job was to secure pass
ports, as no one could travel without them. The Polish 
Embassies at once tripled their passport issuing fee, 
thereby increasing the Rav's burden. When he finally 
took care of the passports, emigration was the next 
problem-Where to? The British sealed Palestine, and 
President Roosevelt and the Congress closed the doors 
to the U.S. Time was running out. ... Visas to Curacao 
as an ultimate destination were secured from the Dutch 
consulate, and Japanese transit visas were obtained. A 
new financial problem arose. The Yeshiva would have 
to travel through the USSR and Intourist, the exclu
sive means of transport in the Soviet, suddenly doubled 
the price, and demanded American dollars in payment. 

A fortune had to be raised immediately. The Rav 
did not rest until his beloved Yeshiva was safely on 
its way across Siberia. 

When the Yeshiva finally arrived in Vladivostok, 

Dagim Fresh Frozen Fish Fillets & Dagim Finest Quality Canned 

14 

SALMON &. TUNA 
c:7w ~10 o•imt!l c:•~i • 7Kiw• 7iw•:i • j'11nr.i'i iw:i • nM'i iw:i 

OC1J9Nii::i p"pi::ix ,1nNll"f"J 'J11n 11nN ::ii;i rin'-tC;"i:l 

DAGIM TAHORIM CO. 
1644 52nd Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 11204 - 494-7070 

The Jewish Observer I March, 1972 



and from there by boat to the Japanese port of Kobe, 
Japan bombed Pearl-Harbor. This new turn of events 
worried the Rav greatly. How would the Japanese 
treat the bnei Torah? Would they be influenced by the 
virulent anti-Semitism of their German allies? Would 
they tolerate Europeans in general? To make matters 
worse, after the U.S. declared war on Japan, the Pol
ish Government in Exile followed suit, making all who 
carried Polish passports enemies of Japan. Food was 
of equally pressing concern. Even if the Japanese did 
not mistreat the Jews, they certainly would not feed 
them gratis. 

The dilemma seemed insoluble. The American people 
were bitter against the Japanese, as thousands of 
Americans were dying in battle against them. And in 
this climate of opinion, an elderly Rabbi was searching 
for avenues for sending large sums of American dollars 
to Japan!-Aiding the enemy! 

The Rav knew that a decision regarding such an 
important and sensitive matter could not come from 
just any official in the State Department, so he went 
directly to the Secretary of the Treasury, Henry Mor
genthau, Jr. How could an old Rav with a limited Eng
lish vocabulary explain to an assimilated Jew that he 
too suffered a Pearl Harbor-an attack on Torah? 
His "children," the bnei Torah of Mir, were starving 
in Japanese captivity! 

While presenting his case before the Secretary in 
his office, the Rav fainted. That broke the ice, and the 
Rav was informed that the money could be sent via 
Switzerland. Now all that remained to he done was 
to raise the necessary funds, without revealing their 
destination in public. 

The mesiras nefesh (overwhelming devotion) of 
the Rav is best exemplified in the following episode 

Do you have room in your heart 

for a Jewish child in need of a foster home? 

Call OHEL FOSTER CARE 

(212) 851-6300 

The only Orthodox child-caring agency in New York 

Moving? Be sure to notify us in 
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related to me by Rabbi L.B. Friedlander of Baltimore. 
While staying at the home of Rabbi Friedlander, the 
Tiktiner Rav told his host one evening that he would 
be leaving the following morning to keep an appoint
ment in Washington D.C. During the night, a heavy 
snow fall covered the streets, and taxi cabs were not 
running. At four A.M. Rabbi Friedlander heard the 
Rav leaving the house. 

"Where are you going at such an early hour?" he 
asked. 

"Since taxis are not running I'm walking to the 
station," Rabbi Kalmanowitz replied. "T cannot miss 
the appointment. Our children are freezing in Siberia, 
and starving in Shanghai, and we arc sleeping in com
fort." 

Rabbi Friedlander adds, "It was only then that I 
noticed that he did not even have galoshes on his feet!" 

Then came the dreadful news from Europe that 
Hitler was systematically annihilating the Jews. Some
thing had to be done. In those days a march on the 
White-House was a rarity, but that did not prevent the 
Rav from organizing one together with the Agudas 
Horabbonim. 350 Rabbonim gathered in front of the 
White House to pray, say Tehillim, and request a meet
ing with the President. President Roosevelt sent hack 
a message saying that he did not have the time to 
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receive the delegation. Finally Vice President Henry 
P. Wallace received the delegation in his stead. 

When the Vaad Hatzalah-the rescue arm of Amer
ican Orthodox Jewry-was founded. the Rav was one 
of the leading personalities, working feverishly to save 
lives. 

As SOON as the war 
ended, no American civilian had as yet received per
mission to enter occupied Germany but the Rav smug
gled himself in via Czechoslovakia. His ahavas Yisroel 
(love for his fellow Jew) and his stormy heart would 
not let him rest until he visited all the Shearis Haplei
tah-the remnants of those who bad survived. 

I beard that be was coming to Munich and I waited 
for him at the railroad station. We embraced, kissed, 
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Horav Kalmanowilz with author Chaim Shapiro (Yibadel Ley
chayim), in 1948. 

and cried and he burst out, "Chaim, thank you for 
staying alive! Baruch Hashem!" It sounded strange to 
be thanked for remaining alive. But it was not strange, 
for it came from Tiktiner Rav! 

Later in our conversations he revealed his agoniesi 
and how depressed and discouraged he was. "We need
ed $200,000 to save the Yeshiva from Shanghai," he 
said. 

He then continued, "I came across a Midrash Tan
chuma relating how the lion in the Ark wounded Noach 
for arriving late with his meal. Mind you: Noach and 
his family, a handful of people, were taking care of 
all those animals. Noach must have been exhausted, 
depressed, and worn out. Should he have been maimed 
for coming five minutes late? It dawned on me, how
ever, that this \Vas no ordinary lion. This lion was 
the last of a species. The very last! And had he died, 
there would not have been a lion in the entire world, 
for there was not going to he another Creation! So 
how dare you, Reb Noach, be late? 

"I suddenly realized," continued the Rav "that the 
Mirrer bnei Torah are not ordinary Yeshiva boys. They 
are the last of a species. Then how did I dare be worn 
out?" 

He worked tirelessly, as only a father would-to 
rescue his children, the remnants of the European ye
shivas. But he also made sure that they would not he 
the last of a species-by founding the Mirrer Yeshiva 
in Brooklyn. He also imported new talmidim from the 
Maghreb, the forsaken Sefardim. Then, as a great 
general falls in battle, he fell in the struggle for Torah's 
surviva1. 

To his talmidim, admirers, and to all who owe him 
their very lives, he was indeed the last of a unique 
species, a man who served Hashem with inexhaustible 
zeal. Zechuso yogen oleinu! May his merits be a source 
of protection to us all! D 
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movement that "Karliner" became the Russian term for 
Chassid. The era of Reb Aharon Hagadol comes very 
much to life in Dr. Rabinowitch's book-Lithuanian 
Hasidism. 

The Stoliner Genizah : 
Storehouse of Chassidic Treasure 

Reviewed by Yisroel Goldhaber Rather than draw on the more familiar anecdotal 
and philosophical approaches employed by Maimon 
and Buber in their books on Chassidic leaders, Dr. 
Rabinowitch employs a different tactic, at the same 
time unearthing a little known source of fascinating 
information: the archives and museum of the Stoliner 
Genizah. This was housed in an underground vault in 
the Rebbes' residence in Stolin. It was comprised of 
some one thousand documents, including the corres
pondence of the Karliner Rebbes, other Chassidic Reb
bayim, and Rabbonim; correspondence between the 
talmidim (disciples) of the Mezricer Maggid and those 
of the Baal-Shem-Tov; open letters to various Chas
sidic groups and communities; a ksav hiskashrus ( docu
ment of spiritual alliance) between the talmidim of the 
Ari Zal (Reb Yitzchak Luria) and Reb Chaim Vital, 
dated ] 575. Also stored there were regulations govern
ing various Chassidic associations, last wills and test~ 

LITHUANIAN HASIDISM 
by Dr. Wolf Zeev Rabinowitch 

(Schoken Books, 1971; $7.00 cloth; 267 pages) 

A book that is, for all intended purposes, a scholarly 
examination of one segment of a major force in Juda
ism is in effect a fascinating excursion into a lesser 
known aspect of Chassidus. 

Lithuania is a region usually associated with Misnag
dim-the bitterest opponents of the Chassidic move
ment. Yet it was also the homeland of Reb Aharon 
Hagadol ("the great") of Karlin, (as he was called by 
his mentor, the Mezricer Maggid), who emerged during 
the late l 700's as a seminal figure in Chassidus, and 
whose impact was felt up until the Holocaust. Indeed, 
the Karlin-Stolin dynasty which he founded (and which 
still has a large number of adherents today in America 
and Israel) was so synonomous with the Chassidic 
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The World of Prayer 
by Rabbi Dr. Eli Munk. This two-volume 
work literally unlocks the gates of wor
ship. Each prayer is clearly, beautifully 
translated, and thoroughly explained. 
From each paragraph's historic origins, 
the author goes on to unfold its levels 
of meaning and to show its place in the 
great structure that is Jewish prayer. 
Vol. /: The Daily Prayers 

240 Pages $6.50 
Vol. II: Sabbath, Festival & 

Fast Day Prayers 
350 Pages $8.50 

Set of Two Volumes $15.00 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS: 
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by Rabbi Eli J. Gottlieb. A very im
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pre;>sents enlightening insights into many 
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ligious Determinism, the One and Only 
True Judaism, etc. 336 Pages $7 .95 

Gems from the Fountain 
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Foreword by Chief Rabbi Y. Unterman. 
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Three Volumes 1,034 Pages 22.50 
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ments, and manuscripts of seforim (sacred books)-"
both published and unpublished. The Genizah also 
contained many religious artifacts such as kesorim for 
Sifrei Torah {decorative crowns for the Torah), gart
lech, and bechers (wine cups) that had belonged to 
various tzaddikim and talmidim of the Baal-Shem-Tov. 
A set of the Zohar that had belonged to the Baal-Shem
Tov was also kept there, with hairs of his beard inter
spersed among the pages. One item of historical rather 
than religious significance was a cello that was owned 
by Napolean Bonaparte. 

While Lithuanian Hasidim concentrates on the Kar
lin-Stalin dynasty, it also brings to light such move
ments as Koidanov, Amdur, Kobrin, Lakhovitch, Ste
pan, Slonim and Horodok. Although these names are 
not well known today (with the exception of Slonim, 
which is still vibrant in Israel), these groups wielded 
tremendous influence up until the Holocaust. 

Portrait of the Tzmldik 

An outstanding feature of this book is the portrayal 
of the tzaddik-thc central figure of the Chassidic 
movement-which emerged from the pages from eye 
witness reports that the author records, as well as 
from vignettes associated with these men that are 
woven into the book. The author destroys the common 
misconception of the Rebbe as being separated from 
his flock, absorbed in lofty matters. Instead the tzaddik 
is seen as concerned, even very much involved, in the 
day-to-day life situations of his followers. For example, 
he quotes a resolution in the pinkus (town records) of 
Ncsvizh dated 5529 (1769) that men Lions a meal tax 
ordered upon the Jewish citizens of the town, signed 
by the Rabbonim of Kletsk and Slutsk. A postscript 
follows, written and signed by Reb Aharon Karliner, 
which includes a cherem (decree of ostracism) against 
anyone who dares collect the tax from malamdim 
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{teachers). Another example is Reb Asher~of~Stolin's ·· 
intervention on behalf of the Chassidim with the Rus
sian Court. ... Also of note is the Rcbbes' involvement 
in the founding and building of Yeshivos to ensure 
the perpetuation of a Chassidic Torah Orthodoxy be
yond their times. 

Dr. Rabinowitch also documents the deep bond with 
Eretz Yisroel maintained by these Chassidic groups, 
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and its active expression in a religious aliya. In 1777, 
a group of Chassidic leaders-includiug Reb Mendel 
of Vitebsk and Reb Avrohom of Kolesk-migrated to 
Eretz Yisroel with many of their followers. (This, by 
the way, was 90 years before the birth of Theodore 
Herzl and 119 years before publication of his "Juden
staat." . . . ) Those who remained in gala assumed 
responsibility for supporting their colleagues who were 
oleh. 

Relationship With Misnagdim 
The chronology of Lithuanian Hasidism is divided 

into three sections. The first era was marked by a 
generally passive resistance toward the Chassidic move
ment on the part of the Misnagdim. Dr. Rabinowitch 
does cite some of the decrees that were drawn up 
against the early Chassidic movements during that time. 
This passed quickly into an era of militant resistance, 
which included not only confrontations with Rabbinical 
and lay community leaders; defense of their right to 
install their own Rabbonim, shochtim and Jay leaders 
(roshei kahal) which at that time were recognized as 
the official representative of the Jewish community; 
but also an enlistment of the too-willing cooperation 
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of political authorities. Contrary to popular belief, 
Reb Aaron Karliner, Reb Shlomo Karliner, and Reb 
Chaim Chikul of Amdur were in the forefront of the 
machlokes-the dispute with the Gaon of Vilna and 
his followers. It was after the untimely death of Reb 
Aaron Karliner that Reb Schneir Zalman of Ladi the 
first Lubavitcher Rebbe, moved into this position.' 

The last section of this book portrays an era of a 
distant mutual respect, which prevailed until the advent 
of the Haskalah and, later, secular Zionism. Then, 
Chassidim and Misnagdim combined forces ag,1inst 
their common enemies in recognition of the dangers 
inherent in these movements with all their tragic 
implications. 

Although the body of the book stops with the Holo
caust, ample footnotes carry information up to J 962. 
In addition to the Stoliner Genizah, the author draws 
from other sources, both religious and secular. When 
the sources do not agree, the author allows the reader 
to judge for himself. 

Lithuanian Hasidism offers a vivid picture of a force 
\Vith beginnings in a long-ago era, whose influence is 
still strong in many parts of the world. 
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second. looks 
at the jewish scene 
Warm Thoughts in a Cold Winter 
- Y archei Kallah, U S A. 

They were a small group of men 
ranging in age from 30 to past 50-
an optical goods salesman, a Ye
shiva Rebbe, a diamond polisher, a 
social worker, an J.B.M. program
mer, a consultant in the city's street 
lighting department. ... They were 
in Lakewood, for two weeks in Au
gust, 1971, with one goal unifying 
them-to throw off the yoke of 
their daily occupations and totally 
immerse themselves in Torah study. 
And in spite of some difficulties and 
a dash of self-doubt, they accom
plished what they had set out to do, 
participating in the newest Amer
ican Yarchai Kallah. 

The original Yarchei Kallah was 
a twice yearly, one-month intensive 
study session (once after Spring 
planting. and once after the Fall 
harvest) when scholars would gather 
in seats of learning in Babylon to 
establish and confirm halachic de
cisions. The idea of shutting out 
one's day-to-day cares to allow for 
exclusive Torah study appealed to 
the Ponevezher Rav '-'"lT, and he 
established a flourishing Yarcbei 

Kallah for laymen and former Ye
shiva students in Bnei Brak. The 
format was picked up in Gateshead, 
England; and then in Lakewood, 
New Jersey, during the summer va
cation recess, when the Bais Med
rash Gevoha regulars were in New 
York or in the Catskills for a three 
week respite. 

A " home coming'' to a vacated 
Bais Medrash may sound decep
tively simple, but it was not without 
its difficulties. The host committee 
was responsible for arranging sleep
ing quarters (either in the dormitory 
or in apartments temporarily do
nated by vacationing families), 
meals for all participants and their 
families in the Yeshiva dining room, 
a day camp program for the young
sters - and not least, the study 
schedule, a series of regular lectures, 
and the participation of guest Ro
shei Y eshiva. 

Of at least equal difficulty-and 
often involving great sacrifice -
were the personal arrangements of 
the participants, involving the aban
donment of other summer plans. 
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Tonawanda, New York 14150 
C.O.D. orders enclose $1.00 good 
will deposit. Pay balance plus C.0.D. 
shipping on delivery. Be satisfied on 
inspection or return within 10 days 
for full refund. No dealers, each vol
ume specifically stamped not for re
sale. - Please add $1.25 postage & 
handling. New York State residents 
add applicable sales tax. 

i1'5::1il tl!l1i 

EV 7-1750 
i.mic i!!c 

ll1lll!i'Ci'!$ 'Cli.'!VTii•1~l/ 

'0 0 ' 

UHITED 

Chevra Kadisha 
D'chasidim • Har Hamnuchot 

Founded 1856 

BURIAL IN JERUSALEM 
AND ALL CEMETERIES IN ISRAEL 

• 
maal1n sako~€sh 

SOCl€ty 
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44 CANAL ST. 
NEW YORK CITY 10002 
Nr. E. Broadway Sta. "F" Train 

Dav & Nite Phone 

WA 5-2277 

In Canada: 
Chevra Kadisha 

of United Jewish Congregations 
Montreal Tel.: 273-3211 

For one couple, it meant foregoing 
their usual two months in a summer 
bungalow in the mountains, and in
stead, spending just these two weeks 
in Lakewood .... For another, it 
required the husband to leave his 
small growing business in the hands 
of his wife, who remained in New 
York to mind the telephone while 
taking care of four lively youngsters, 
alone, She would drive up with the 
kiddies for Shabbos, and return to 
the city with them on Sunday to 
keep a lonely vigil, leaving her 
husband on his Torah vacation .... 
One young man, whose family was 
in a bungalow colony. sacrificed his 
entire vacation. which he usually 
spent with his children, to be in 
Lakewood, , .. Another, who has 
a large family and never took off 
time frotn work in the summer, 

Weddings ·Bar-Mitzvahs 
USk /Israel 

PHOT:~;;;~; 111111111 
ZELMAN STUDIOS 

623 CORT EL YOU ROAD 
{Off OCEAN PKWY) 

BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11218 

C212J633-5500 

sacrificed two weeks' wages to allow 
himself this experience, . , . And 
another brought along his seven 
young children-which meant cribs, 
washing machine problems, and so 
on, 

In some ways, the Yarchei Kal
lah was more challenging for the 
men than for their wives, Some of 
the women found sitting on the 
lawn, keeping the children amused 
while waiting their fathers' belated 
return from the Bais HaMcdrash, a 
nostalgic return to their own bitter
sweet ko/el years-full of sacrifice 
and reward. On the other hand, 
some of the men had greeted the 
prospect of "keeping the sedorim" 
with as much self-doubt as antici
pation - would they manage the 
zitz-fleish required for such long 
hours of intensive study? 

The heated discussions that boiled 
over from the Beis HaMcdrash into 
dining room more than dispelled 
these doubts. The warm, far-away 
look that would later invade an in
volvement in business affairs during 
the coldest winter days confirmed 
their faith in their ability to "come 
home" to Torah at least once a 
year, and further whetted appetites 
for a re-run of Yarehei Kallah in 
Summer, '72. D 

-LEAH HERSKOWITZ 

Mrs. Herskowitz is a veteran of 
Yarchei Kallah, USA-'7 I, 

AT Al'tlHON MANDll 
810 KINGS HIGHWAY, BROOKLYN 

PARKING (nr, Oc&an P'kwy) 889-4466 
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Letters to the Editor 

The Jewish Observer: 
Dismayingly Partisan 

To the Editor: 
After returning from Israel only 

a few weeks ago, I decided to read 
the OBSERVER. My main objective 
in doing so was to learn the opinion 
of those close and loyal to true 
Torah Judaism concerning the cru
cial issues presently facing our 
Nation. 

On the whole, I am impressed 
with the coverage and content in 
your magazine regarding these is
sues. To my great dismay, however, 
I have found that many articles are 
devoted more to condemning the 
opinions of other movements or 
political parties (mainly the Mifdal) 
than to presenting the feelings of 
the Agudah Party itself. This is ex
tremely disturbing, as I cannot help 
but feel that these tactics are used 
as a means of boosting the reader's 
opinion of the Agudah Party's stand
point on these issues while belittling 
that of the opposing parties. I am 
well aware of your policy to lay 

these critical issues on the line and 
to show by sharp contrast your ob
jections to other trends of thinking 
which may, in your opinion, lead 
to catastrophic results. Nonethe
less, I strongly feel that comparing 
or contrasting ideologies causes 
these controversies to take on a 
superficial political perspective ra
ther than that of a "machloket 
l' shem shomayim" (a dispute in the 
name of Heaven). 

During my two and a half years 
in Israel (learning in a yeshiva) the 
impression was not uncommon that 
in the many conflicts of a religious 
nature involving the various move
ments from the Neture; Karta 

through Mif<lal, the ekment of 
· lishma was somehow forsaken in the 
strive for the maintenance of each 
one's ideologies-or political gains. 

I think it is only fitting for an 
organization claiming to carry the 
banner of true Torah Judaism to 
remain above and beyond this un
seemly aspect of today's politics, 
which only serves to breed sinas 
chinom (baseless hatred) and to 
widen the breech among our breth
ren. It would be much wiser simply 
to express one's own thoughts or 
objectives and let the implications 
be self-deduced. 

JOEL SCHONFELD 

Flushing, New York 

KOVA HATTERS 

;i.k\ 
~ 

Large Selection of 
Boys' and Men's hats 

Homburg and Straw hats 

4707 13th Avenue 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Agency for Knox hats 

Agency for Panizza & 
Borsalino Italian hats 

We take pride in announcing the appointment of the renowned Mechanech 

Rabbi Yehudah Oelbaum, ~"?Q~'~ 
to the post of Menahel of our Mesivta High School Division. 

Rabbi Oelbaum will conduct the sh;yur of the Mesivta's highest class, and personally supervise the total Chinuch and character
building program of the Mesivta. 

We are also pleAsed to annou"ce that all of the Mesivta's shiyur;m and classes will be conducted in our newly erected, modern, 
fully air-conditioned building, equipped with a Bais Medrash, science laboratories, and a gymnasium. 

RABBI ISAAC SHMIDMAN HORAV YAAKOV KAMENETZKY RABBI BENJAMIN KAMENETZKY 
Dean Cltalrman, Faculty Board Dean 

YESHIVA & MESIVTA TORAS CHAIM OF GREATER NEW YORK AND SOUTH SHORE 
THE GEDALIA MAIDENBAUM PREPARATORY SCHOOL 

1170 Williams Street Hewlett, L. I., N. Y. 
l212J FA 7-1113 (516) FR 4-7363 <212) FA 7·5346 

All candidates for the Mesivta are interviewed by Rabbi Oelbaum. 
Call the Mesivta for an appointment. 
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WE WILL PAY $1,000.00 
if you can successfully challenge the authenticity of this story and of 
over 60 similar incidents - even involving religious store keepers. 
CUSTOMER: For 2 years I lVOre Shatnes and transgressed laws, and all prayers 
I said in these f!annents were not accepted!--llow is it that you, a religious 
Jew, could cause me to do this? 

Shatnes? JOOo/r) non
Shatnes, we 1nake it our
selves. 

-~· ~~==i 

2 years later: It was 
found to be Shatnes. 

"\V\'.li'lt'W~;> i~1 
l'll'I )'\ "'1'1Ho!l 

jll't- •• l'::tl''? \.',)')') 
"\';f)'l'tl'.f\'HC.:\ 

~'1)'.f'l''' \)') 
t ! fl'l:l';l.:1'3;ll'"'llt 

•1 
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Storekeeper: The sew
inR is done at a contrac
tor who used linen by 
1nistakf'. 

The following firms have your garments tested by the 
Shatness Laboratory - if you request it. Any linen 
will be replaced FREE without any harm to garment. 
Seal or label alone are not reliable. 

New York 
B B B CLOTHING 
80 Delancey E., N. Y. 
BRADLEY CLOTHIERS 
135-Sth Avenue, N. Y. 
0 BARNEY CLOTHES 
I! I-7th Avenue 
IRVING BARON CLOTH. 
343 Grand Street, N. Y. 
BILTMORE CLOT. MFG. 
149-Sth Avenue, N. Y. 
0 BONO CLOTHES 
380-Sth Avenue, N. Y. 

Addresses in 
Telephone Book 

*°CHATHAM CLOTHES 
52 East Broadway, N. Y. 
*CLOTHES FOR ALL 
121 Lafayette Street, N. Y. 
GILCREST CLOTHES 
141-5th Avenue, N. Y. 
MOE GINSBURG CLOTH. 
135 5th Avenue, N. Y. 
HOWARD CLOTHES 

Addresses in 
Telephone Book 

HASIO CLOTHES 
164 Canal Street, N. Y. 

JOSEPH M. KLEIN 
118 Stanton Street, N. Y. 
S. KLEIN DEPT. STORES 
Union Square, N. Y. 

Addresses in 
Telephone Book 

E. J. KORVETTE, Inc. 
5th Ave. & 47th St., N. Y. 
Broadway & 34th St., N. Y. 
LEBOWITZ & NOBLE'S 
SONS, 83 Stanton Street 
LOUIS LEVY CLOTHES 
8 Elizabeth Street, N. Y. 
oNEWMAN BROS. 
84 Stanton Street, N. Y. 
RIPLEY CLOTHES 

Addresses in 
Telephone Book 

0 HARRY ROTHMAN 
I I I-5th Avenue, N. Y. 

LADIES GARMENTS 
NEED TESTING 

LEVINE & SMITH 
22 Division Street, N. Y. 
Garments can be tested at 
ANY DEPT. STORE, ;/ you 
phone us before buying. 
~ 

LOUIS ZUFLACHT & 
SONS, 154 Stanton Street 

Brooklyn 
*°CROWN CLOTHIERS 
1434 Coney Island Ave. 
*ENGLANDER CLOTHES 
1032 Rutland Rd., B'klyn 
•° FRANKFURTER 
314 Roebling St., B'klyn 
E. J. KORVETTE, Inc. 
485 Fulton Street, B'klyn 
I 640 Shore P'way, B'k!yn 
MAYS DEPT. STORE 
510 Fulton Street, B'klyn 
MAXIS CLOTHS 
385 Broadway, Brooklyn 
ROBERT HALL CLOTHES 
174 Livingston St., B'klyn 
*S & S CLOTHING 
5308-13th Avenue, B'klyn 
•°CH. ROTH CLOTHING 
183 Ross Street, Brooklyn 

Queens, Forest Hills 
DIX SHOP FOR MEN 
107~18 Continental Ave. 

TUXEDOS TO HIRE 
Ask for information 

* indicates that store is dosed Shabbos 0 indicates that store sells children's clothes 

SHATNES LABORATORY 
203 LEE AVENUE EVer9reen 7-8520 BROOKLYN, N. Y. 

Open 10 A.M. to 10 P.M., Sunday to 6 P.M. 
Testing while you wait: Sunday and Friday, or any time-by appointment 

Garments can be tested in, or near your home. 
For information call EVergreen 7-8520 

' rr 
LETTERS CONTINUED 

Comparisons and Criticisms 
are Essential 

Editorial Reply: 
It is gratifying that the reader's 

concern regarding the events invol
ving klal Yisroel brings him to the 
pages of THE JEWISH OBSERVER. 

His comn1ents, however, that the 
JO is both negative and partisan, 
are distressing. 

The dateline of his letter indicates 
that the most recent issue Mr. 
Schonfeld read was the December 
one, which focused on "the current 
religious strife in Israel." While one 
might venture that if he would ex
amine other editions he would be 
confronted with a more balanced 
editorial content, dealing with is
sues 1ocal and Israeli from various 
perspectives, he is entitled to an 
answer in the context of his re1narks. 

Being consistently negative and 
overly critical imparts an unseem
ingly image to an organ meant to 
educate and inspire, rather than 
generate "sinas chinom." It is also 
an unhealthy posture for the critic, 
in terms of his own welfare, because 
it trains his eyes to focus negatively, 
and leaves him scant energy for 
positive pursuits. 

So-again-why risk being nega
tive? 

First, as an uncontested principle, 
this world is destined to be in a con
stant state of crisis until the advent 
of Moshiach; and as the era of chev
lei Moshiach develops, confusion is 
bound to increase. Not only will 
society be marked by an open de
fiance of G-d, violation of all semb
lances of morality, and the suprem
acy of the arrogant (see Mesechte 
Sota, 49b), but it will be extremely 
difficult to discern between good 
and evil. (Perhaps one should not 
persist in using the future instead of 
the present tense. . . . ) These are 
the view of the Chazal (our Rabbis, 
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of blessed memory); not intuitive 
bunches-but one wouldn't be far 
behind them in second-guessing the 
climate of "Moshiach's Zeiten." 

It is certainly more attractive to 
say "Let us dwell together under 
one banner, so it may be-oh, so 
goodly and-oh, so pleasant." But 
the Pollyanna approach is not only 
lame journalism, it is poor Yiddish
keit. It is extremely harmful to blind 
oneself to the pitfalls of compro
mising Torah for the sake of "unity" 
or "progress," and it is extremely 
deceptive to content oneself with 
mouthing general, positive-sounding 
slogans regarding Torah and Israel, 
when under such banners the voice 
of Torah leaders is ignored, and the 
kedusha of the land is compromised. 

Specifically: to initiate positive 
programs-such as the religious ab
sorption of Russian immigrants in 
Israel-one must first be aware of 
the hazards of relying on the good 
graces of a secular oriented govern
ment (which is already overextend
ing itself in housing and other settle
ment expenditures). Their decep
tions must be exposed or else one 
might assume that Russian Jews 
suffer no apparent need beyond get
tinr; out of Russia and into Israel. 

To explain the problems sur
rounding Sheirut LeUmi, a fuil 
background (including the Mifdal's 
role in pushing the program and 
the deceptive attractions of joining 
national service) must be spelled 
out-or else how wilJ one be alert 
to similar threats next time they 
appear? 

To acquaint the reader with the 
rabbinate problems in Israel, the 
long range plans and aspirations of 
the government must be explained. 
Here the threat of a government
controlled clergy must be revealed, 
because here the only meaningful 
victory would be the perpetuation 
of whatever independence the rab
binate enjoys today, and this can 
only begin with the defeat of the 
immediate threat of a submissive 
rabbinate. 

In fact, one could venture that 
almost all positive accomplishments 
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iil America and Israel took momen
tum from recognizing threats as 
much as from responding to chal
lenges. Think of P'eylim, Lubavitch, 
Agudah Youth, NCSY, Torah Ume
sorah, Chinuch Atzmai, the Agu
dath Israel's legislative and social 
accomplishments. They all had to 
look beyond fancy-sounding, unity
espousing progressive titles and slo
gans - such as Anti-Defamation, 
Jewish congresses, and committees, 
protective separation of church and 
state, absorption, Jewish homeland, 
adjustment, upward mobility - to 
see the threat of festering plagues 
like assimilation, ignorance, finan
cial and spiritual bankruptcy, secu-

. larism, .. debilitating . compromise. 
(Match them. You can't go wrong.) 

As mentioned, the stigma of 
"negativism" is one that frightens 
the critic-almost into silence. But 
not quite, for in cases such as these 
silence would be even more catas
trophic. 

lt is difficult to understand Mr. 
Schonfeld's criticism of drawing 
comparisons between ideologies. No 
movement exists in a vacuum, and 
especially in regard to Eretz Yisroel, 
where ideologies find so much dy
namic expression on the practical 
level, is it as essential to compare as 
it is to declare. As for politics-on 
one hand, politics offer the only 
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LETTERS CONTINUED 

indeed avoid promoting political 
gain for its own sake. 

way of achieving a specific area of 
gains for religious interests and pro
tection from harm that generates 
from political arenas. On the other 
hand, political gain must remain a 
tool in the service of G-d, and nol 
become an end unto itself. THE 
JEWISH OBSERVER at times will at
tempt to describe and analyze poli
tical events and trends-but wonld 

Would THE .JEWISH OBSERVER'S 

only achievement be the promotion 
of an air of defeat and distrust, it 
would be failing in its mission. If it 
succeeds in clarifying the Torah ap
proach to a whole array of problems 
-be it at the expense of the ac
ceptability of contrasting ideologies 
-it could to a degree be considered 
faithful to its purpose. Ideally, how
ever, the magazine should also 
share in moving its readers to con
structive action on behalf of Torah 
Judaism. [] 

§_~ l Iii 1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 ~-I'. 

= Structured to promote a total, inte- = 
§ grated Torah personality with an § 

Y~~~~-"§"---~~~__.., emphasis on love for learning and § 
· the develop1nent of spiritual excel- -
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1m1m ii1nn 1rn Jenee, the NEW CURRICULUM is 
comprised of: 

YESHIVA I - Specialized Limudei Kodesh 

GEDOLA program - offering each stu-

and 
dent the choice of excelling in 
his "Chelek Batorah" ( Spe-

M ES IVTA cialized area of Torah study). 

of 
PITTSBURGH 

announces the 

implementation 

of a 

NEW MESIVTA 
CURRICULUM 

-

II - Four year math, science, & hu
manities program ADAPTED 
FORM OF PROGRAMMED 
INSTRUCTION. 

For brochure write: 

TALMUDICAL INSTITUTE and 
MESIVTA OF PITTSBURGH 

5751 BARTLETT STREET 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 15217 

Phone: (412) 521-9144, 521-9511 

Only conscientious students will be 
accepted for the new curriculum. 

Licensed by Penna. Dep't. of Education 

'i'11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 ~ 

TRADITION PERSONNEL AGENCY 
"At Your Service With All Your Employment Nee'as" 

Need A Shomer Shabbos Job? 
Looking For A Shomer Shabbos Person? 

For Fast, Efficient and Courteous Service 
18 W. 45th St., New York, N. Y. 10036 • 563-3994 

Open Monday night by appointment only 

"Disenchantment''- A 
Steppingstone to Spirituality 

To the Editor: 
Upon reading Dr. Kirzner's ar

ticle "The Disenchanted," I felt 
compelled to applaud his well-pat
terned and concise review of a topic 
so immense in nature. Indeed, it 
helped me bring into focus many 
fine points I had previously over
looked. 

Upon reflecting on the article's 
contents, however, I was deeply 
disturbed by the attitude prevailing 
in the concluding paragraphs, where 
Rabbi Kirzner maintains that we, 
Orthodox Jewry, must disassociate 
ourselves from the hippie move-
1nent; in effect, turn our backs on 
them. It is true that along with 
the movement's "condemnation" 
of greed, science and materialism 
ca1ne its "glorification" of the sen
sual and bodily pleasures. 

Yet, one must pause and wonder 
what caused an upheavel of such 
grandeur among society's youth. 
Why have they rejected all values? 
Simply, the youth movement is the 
sum total of a long-suppressed de
sire to discover one's "earthly mis
sion"--one's purpose in life. Is it 
not logical, then, that upon discard
ing industry and science as ends in 
themselves a youth would attempt 

SERVICES ARRANGED IN 

YOUR COMMUNITY 

Norman L. Jetter 
COMMUNITY CHAPELS, 

Inc. 
47th Street & Ft. Hamilton Parkway 

Brooklyn Phone UL 34000 

Mik.vah under Supervision of 

Bikur Cholim ol Soro Park 
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to find the a:11swer in his body~the 
object closest to his mind? (The 
fact that the movement rejected 
such values as "authority" and 

· "contractual relations" is irrelevant. 
It could not possibly be selective in 
its first stages when, by its very 
nature, the problem had to be at
tacked before a solution could be 
brought to light.) And so, we wit
nessed a "glorification," among the 
youth movement's members, of 
their bodies. 

Yet, this is not the end of the 
line, so to speak. We are fortunate 
to know that our bodies, too, are 
not ends in themselves, but rather 
only means with which to attain 
the Absolute End (avodas Hashem 
-Divine service). 

The members of today's youth 
movement, however, are not yet 
aware of this fact. They continue 
to struggle in their quest for a pur
poseful life. Hopefully, they will 
realize further, that what they seek 
is spiritual in nature, therefore not 
to be found in their bodies. 

Until then, we have an obligation 
to be patient and helpful, not to 
"disassociate ourselves from these 
attitudes"-for these attitudes arc 
but a struggle for something we 
have already found. 

MORDECHAT ROSNER 

Brooklyn, New York 

Disenchantment-More 
Sensual Than Spiritual 

Doctor Kirzner Replies: 
Mr. Rosner presents, in effect, 

two propositions: that exponents of 
the youth culture have been en
gaged in an earnest search for our 
earthly mission and thus must 
command our patience, sympathy 
and help; and that for the same 
reason, the attitudes developed in 
the course of this search are to 
be respected and treated as valid 
stepping stones towards the goal of 
this search. 

To a considerable extent one can 
accept the first proposition; I do 
not believe that anything to the con-
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trary was· implied in my article. On 
the other hand, the second propo
sition does not follow vigorously 
from the first, and in fact was re
jected in my article insofar as con
cerns the disenchantment with the 
goal of economic growth. Whatever 
the character of the wide search 
within the context of which this dis
enchantment may have emerged, it 
was contended in the article that the 
disenchantment itself must be iden
tified with those aspects of the youth 
culture from which we are forced 
to disassociate ourselves. 

truth, sanctity, and pufity, must be 
. pronounced the most distressing of 
failures. D 

The element of honest search 
which unquestionably illumines the 
youth movement may indeed lay 
siege to our patience, understanding 
-and admiration. Moreover, even 
where the groping search has, it 
seems to us, led tragically away 
from rather than towards its goal, 
we need not utterly despair of its 
ultimate success. But, surely, it is 
precisely the possible highminded
ness of the search which demands 
that we clearly identify its failures, 
rather than anoint them as heavenly 
pointers. It was the argument of 
my article that the new disenchant
ment with material expansion is not 
a valid discovery along the road 
towards man's earthly m1ss1on. 
(Were it possible to treat it as a 
valid discovery, one would, despite 
the presence of other less whole
some elements, warmly welcome at 
least this disenchantment.) Rather, 
it was argued, this disillusionment 
stems precisely from those other 
aspects of the youth culture which, 
if indeed inspired by the search for 

FAMOUS 
noti't "itt:::i 
CHEESES 

• Individually Wrapped AMERICAN 
SINGLES-In 6·8-10-16 Slices-"The 
last slice fasfes as fresh as fhe first." 

• Sliced Muenster • Cheddar Sticks 
• Sliced Swiss • Cheddar Stich, 
• Muenster Chunks Unsalted 
• Baby Gouda • Baby Muenster 

Our Latest: SLICED BABY GOUDA 
in 8 Slices· Rind less· No wax to peel 

Under fhe Supervision of 

HARAV ELIEZER TARSIS, N.Y. 

Schnall Products Co. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 11225 

Pho•es: 774-5100 or 376-5400 

Thinking Summer Thoughts? 

TH INK 
for boys 

CAM:p AGUDAH 

Ferndale, N. Y. 

• 
for girls 

CAMP BNOS 

Liberty, N. Y. 

For information, phone, write, 
or visit city office today: 

5 BEEKMAN ST., N'.Y.C. 10038 
Tel. (212) WO 4-1620 

1:======== ISRAEL INTERMENTs========r1 

RIVERSIDE MEMORIAL CHAPEL, INC. 
76th Street & Amsterdam Avenue, N. Y. C. • Tel. EN 2~6600 

SHLOMO SHOULSON 
Announces: 

With a feeling of Responsibility and Personal Vigilance we make all necessary 
arrangements for BURIAL IN MEDINAT YlSRAEL at All cemeteries. 
Everything is done with the greatest exactitude and according to Jewish law. 

SOLOMON SHOULSON CARL GROSSBERG 
Directors 

Chapels Throughout New York, Miami Beach & Miami 
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ZEIREI AGUDATH ISRAEL BLASTS HADASSAH PRESIDENT FOR "NEW SET OF DISTORTIONS 
AND ALLEGATIONS" ON AUTOPSY ISSUE 

A charge that Mrs. Faye Schenk, na
tional president of Hadassah, "has taken 
on a new series of allegations and dis
tortions" in defending H ada5sah Hospi 
tal's policy on autopsies, was levelled 
by Zeirei Agudath Israel of America, the 
national youth group affiliated with Agu
dath Israel of America. The Orthodox 
youth group was referring to an article 
by Mrs. Schenk in lladassah Magazine 
(January 1972) in which the Hadassah 
prexy goes into a lengthy attack on those 
who have harassed fladassah patholo
gists in lsrael and abroad. The Orthodox 
youth group condemned Mrs. Schenk's 
statement as "irresponsible, misleading, 
and a smokescreen to distort the real 
fact<;." 

"Mrs. Schenk's magazine article is 
evasive in that it carefully avoids the 
real issue in the autopsy controversy by 
dealing with a side issue, namely the 
harassment of pathologists. 'fhe issue 
is not whether pathologists should be 
harassed, since all responsible Jews have 
condemned such irresponsible actions. 

The majesty of yesterday 

THE THREE KEHILLOS 
A special issue of 

THE ZEIREI FORUM 
Devoted to an in-depth study of the three 
major kehillos of pre-war Europe: Frankfurt, 
Prague, and Warsaw, their history and glory 

and featuring remarkable photographs. 
Price: only $1.00 per copy 

Also ask for other special issues of the past: 
THE JEW IN RUSSIA 

RABBI YITZCHOK MEIR LEVIN 
only 50¢ each 

Write to: ZEIREI AGUDATH ISRAEL 
S Beekman St., New York, N. Y. 10038 
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The issue is whether autopsies should 
be performed where there is no prior 
consent, which is contrary to the ac
cepted rule in any democratic society," 
the Zeirei Agudath Israel statement said. 

Using "The President's Column," Mrs. 
Schenk justifies the practice of unau
thorized autopsies in Hadassah Hospital 
in Jerusalem by quoting the Director of 
Shaarei Zedek Hospital in Jerusalem, 
Dr. David Maeir. Zeirei Agudath Israel 
accused Mrs. Schenk of "misusing the 
name of a prominent pathologist in a 
desperate attempt to obtain a license for 
the actions of Hadassah Hospital. The 
fact is," the Orthodox youth group 
charged, "that in a recent letter to the 
editor (Jerusalem Post-January 6, 1972) 
Dr. Maeir deplores the practice of un
authorized autopsies in Israeli hospitals." 

Dr. Maeir, in his letter co-signed by 
another prominent medical leader, Theo
dore R. Fink, writes "What many of us 
question is the right of a small group 
of people, in this case physicians, to 
decide when an autopsy is obligatory. 
Is this an abrogation of civil rights? This 
is the issue that must be discussed.'' Dr. 
Maeir was replying to a Jetter by Dr. 
Glazier, a practising American doctor 
who defended the practice of performing 
autopsies without consent. "We consider 
is presumptious on Dr. Glazier's part to 
suggest that in Israel, where these ques
tions are being raised, we abide by an
swers which are unacceptable in the 

CAMP S'DEI CHEMED INTER
NATIONAL: REGISTRATION 

FOR SUMMER '72 
Every Jewish child dreams of spend

ing the summer in Israel, but only a 
privileged few, who are able to afford 
the price tag of over $ l ,000, have been 
able to do so. '[rans-Atlantic airlines arc 
now engulfed in a priceRwar and Camp 
S'dei Chemed International has an~ 

nounced a drastic price cut in propor
tion to new airfares; 1'he cost for boys 
10-11 will be $795 and for boys 12-17 
$895. 

In the past three years, Camp S'dei 
Chemed International, sponsored by 
Zeirei Agudath Israel of Israel, has re
ceived international recognition for 
combining the professionalism and facili
ties of America's finest camps with the 
unsurpassed attractions only Israel can 

country in which he practices medicine. 
, . , No autopsy is performed in any one 
of the 50 states unless a signed and 
witnessed permission is granted by the 
next of kin.'' 

Mrs. Schenk ends her article with an 
appeal-"Is it too much to expect that 
they (Orthodox) permit freedom of 
religion and conscience to the non~ 

Orthodox'? Is it too much to expect that 
the Orthodox will recognize that the 
preservation of human life is one of 
the cardinal tenets of Judaism?" 

"Mrs. Schenk's appeal is void of any 
real facts, since the issue is by no means 
an Orthodox issue or, for that matter, a 
Jewish issue. It is simply a question 
whether autopsies should be performed 
without consent, which is contrary to the 
fundamentals of democracy. The fact is 
that a majority of non~Orthodox Jews 
also oppose autopsies without consent," 
the Zeirei Agudath Israel statement 
concluded. 

A spokesman for Zeirei Agudath Is
rael summed up the Schenk article: "The 
Hadassah president was obviously avoid
ing the real issue, which is that the cur
rent practice of unathorized autopsies in 
Hadassah Hospital in Jerusalem is unR 
democratic and contrary to the funda
mental principles of human rights." 

The spokesman appealed to the Ha~ 
dassah leadership to immediately imple~ 
ment a policy of prior informed consent. 

D 

offer. Modern American-style athletic 
facilities, Olympic swimming pool, ultra
modern dining and sleeping quarters 
make life in S'dei Chemed an exciting 
camping experience in its own right
entirely aside from the unequa1Jed ad
vantages of being in Israel. 

The unique Summer camp-tour pro~ 

gram offers seven weeks of Israeli life to 
Yeshiva students from the United States, 
Canada and Europe. It included Shab
hosos in Jerusalem and Bnei Brak, and 
"intensive" touring of Israel as part of 
the effort to acquaint its campers with 
Israel first-hand. Americans learn the 
language and the land from· their Israeli 
bunk-mates. while simultaneously making 
"[rans-Atlantic friendships with boys their 
own age. Ultimately many campers have 
returned to study in Israels' leading 
Yeshivos. D 
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BNOS CONVENTION 
IN LONG BEACH 

More than 250 girls from branches 
throughout the United States participated 
in the National Convention of the Bnos 
Agudath Israel. held on the Weekend of 
February l 8-20 at the Promenade Hotel, 
Long Beach, N. Y. Prominent Roshei 
Yeshiva and educator~ delivered ad
dresses on the many problems facing 
the Orthodox girl in a secular society. 
The delegates participated in a series 
of work shops and lectures which tac
kled the various problems Orthodox 
youth must contend with, in addition 
to focusing on the major crisis-issues 
facing world Jewry. 

One session of the convention, ad
dressed by Rabbi Chaim Schmeltzer, 
Rosh Yeshiva of the Telshe Yeshiva in 
Chicago, was dedicated to the 50th an
niversary of Agudath Israel of America. 
Other speakers included Rabbi Nachman 
Bulman, Rabbi Joshua Silbermintz, Rab
bi David Grossman, Rabbi Boruch 
Borchard, Rabbi Mordechai Eissenberg, 
Mrs. Avi Schulman and Mrs. Aliza 
Grund. The Bnos conventioncers also 
heard reports from· branch representa
tives and drew up plans for its national 
slate of activities for the coming year. 

D 
EIGHTH ANNUAL SIYlJM 

MISHNAYOS 
An overflowing crowd of more than 

1,000 members participated in the 8th 
annual National Siyum Hamishnayos of 
the Pirchei Agudath Israel on Saturday 
night March 4th, in the Beth Jacob 
Auditorium in Baro Park, Brooklyn. 
The only price for admission was knowl
edge of a perek Mis/mayos baa/ peh (by 
heart). One of the educational projects 
of the Agudist youth movement is spon-

soring the study of Mislmcih and com
mitting it to memory. Boys throughout 
the country and Canada learn thousands 
of Mish11ayos toward the annual Siyum. 

A large number of the participants at 
the Siyum Hamishnayos festivities were 
from out-of-town-some from as far as 
Scranton, Pittsburgh, Chicago, and Mon
treal. They spent the entire Shabbos as 
guests of the Pirchei Agudath Israel of 
Bora Park. This year's Siyum Hamish
nayos was dedicated to the memory of 
Rabbi Yitzchak Meir Levin, the late 
leader of the World Agudath Israel. 
For more than 60 years from Poland to 
Israel, he had been the recognized spokes
man of Torah. Jewry. The event also 
honored the 50th anniversary of Agu
dath Israel on the American Jewish 
scene. 0 

50th JUBILEE DINNER OF 
AGUDATH ISRAEL TO HONOR 
FOUNDING FATHERS OF THE 

AMERICAN AGUDAH 
The Fiftieth Anniversary Dinner of 

the Agudath Israel of America is sched
uled to take place on Sunday evening, 
May 7, in the Statler Hilton Hotel, in 
Manhattan. In a departure from the 
usual format, which featured the honor
ing of only several selected guests, this 
Jubilee Dinner will be tendered in honor 
of all pioneer Agudah members who 
were involved in the founding of the 
Agudath Israel of America on New 
York City's Lower East Side, fifty years 
ago. 

The annual Agudah dinner usually at
tracts the participation of leading Torah 
personalities, Roshei Yeshiva, Rabbonim, 
and community leaders from all over 
North America. and this year's affair 
shows every indication of being an even 
greater attraction. 0 

"cf!ive and cl!earn " in Grelz '/j;tJroe/ 
A Summer Seminar of the Beth Jacob 

Teachers' Institute, Jerusalem 
,, ))I "('i' l''.,l'r.ltJ 

tP)'Dl.,, tll.,H)) !1f'V' JP!1 p:,,r.i 
A COMPREHENSIVE SIX-WEEK PROGRAM 

FOR GIRLS 75 - 17, 17 and over 
in cooperation with 

BNOS AGUDATH ISRAEL OF AMERICA 
at the all-inclusive price of $905.00 

Call or write: 
LIVE AND LEARN IN ERETZ YISROEL 

5 Beekman Street, Suite 911. New York City 10038 
964-1620 ~ 258-0709 
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. NEW YORK YESIIIVOS 
. RECEIVED $750,000 

FROM NEW YORK STATE 
THIS WEEK 

Over three quarters of a million dol
lars in grants were received by the 
Yeshivos in New York State this week, 
as the first half of the annual alloca
tions from the State's Mandated Services 
Act of 1970. 

This amount was estimated by Rabbi 
Moshe Sherer, executive president of 
Agudath Israel of America, who played 
a key role in the passage of the Act. 
This is the second year in which the 
non-public schools in New York State 
are receiving reimbursement for their 
expenditures in maintaining attendance 
and health records and for student test
ing, on the basis of $27 per pupil up to 
the sixth grade and $45 per pupil from 
the seventh through the twelfth grades. 

Rabbi Sherer expressed confidence that 
the constitutionality of the Mandated 
Services Act will be upheld in the fed
eral court, where it is being challenged 
by PEARL. He also commended the 
New York State administration for con
tinuing the payments despite the legal 
battle launched by the opponents of this 
law. O 

"fl I '" cf cliing- 0 
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Fine Reproductions of Originals 
• Suitable for framing • 
In clear black & white. 

9" x 12"; $2.50 Postpaid. 
Specify number when ordering. 

P.O.B. 725, Huntington Village 
Huntington, long Island, N. Y. 11743 
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RELIGIOUS FACILITIES FOR RUSSIAN IMMIGRANTS OPENED IN ISRAELI CITIES AND TOWNS 

New religious facilities have already 
been established for Russian immigrants 
in Israel by the recently-formed Ortho
dox rescue agency, the Russian Immi
grant Rescue Fund. Reports received 
here from Israel indicate that this mas
sive effort to maintain the spiritual levels 
of the large number of Russian immi
grants arriving daily has already borne 
fruit, and is proving effective. 

The main thrust of the activities of 
the Russian Immigrant Rescue Fund, 
through its committee in Israel of dedi
cated rabbis and laymen, heeded by Mr. 
M. D. Lewenstein, is directed toward 
meeting the needs of the in1migrants 
from (Jeorgia, who had maintained their 
Torah observance for more than fifty 
years under Communist rule. The first 
projects which the new Orthodox agency 
has established for these immigrants in
clude the following: 

Ashdod: a 1~orah youth center; 
Ashkelon: separate Ulpanim (for 

learning Hebrew) for men, wom
en, and youths-plans for the con
struction of a new synagogue are 
now in the final planning stages; 
Bnei Brak: Ulpanim for men and 
women; Netanya: a temporary 
synagogue for a Torah youth 
center; Dimona: purchase of a 
building to house a new Chinuch 
Atzmai school; Nahariya: plans are 
being drawn up for a nursery and 
kindergarten; Kiryat Atta: a Torah 
youth center and an Ulpan for 
adults. 

In addition to these projects, the Is
raeli committee maintains person-to-per
son contacts with every member of 
the families upon their reaching the Holy 
Land. 1'he committee distributed special 
gifts to more than 1,000 children on 
Tu Bishvat and 1nishloach n1onos were 
sent to thousands of new immigrants 
on Purim. 

The Russian Immigrant Rescue Fund 
also meets some of the other needs of 

the newly arrived Jews. They supply the 
imm.jgrants with much needed religious 
articles; the school uniforms for chil~ 

dren enro11ed in Chinuch Atzmai; and 
tutoring help for children with special 
needs. Various gatherings are periodic
ally sponsored to provide a spiritual 
lift for the new immigrants; for ex
ample, the huge Tu Bishvat rally in 
Kiryat Atta for hundreds of immigrant 
children, and a central Bar Mitzvah cele
bration in Be'er Sheva. The fund also 
extends loans and grants to help settle 
immigrants, obtain new apartments, and 
to help them establish small businesses. 

The Russian Immigrant Rescue Fund, 
which was organized at the 49th Na
tional Convention of Agudath Israel last 
November in Atlantic City, is chartered 
as an independent agency, and its work 
embraces Jews of all persuasions, Its 
activities, centralized at 5 Beekman St., 
New York City, are sponsored and di
rected by the nation's foremost Torah 
authorities and Orthodox laymen. D 

A CALL TO JEWRY 
FROM GEDOLEI YISROEL 

'l1'l1 l'JlV n'JYil'J ilN,117 
1"''1JW /'1:'1' iiN 'J<>\'1 '"'Jf11<1) '0'1<~ 1'')YJlf1 ,.,.,,,, :'U\'10)'1' 'f1 "tll"l 11 f101t:r1'J ""''' \J'J! 

find out how an invitation is never 
ordinary when it is designed with you 
in mind. Personalized elegance is 
yours at 

.~BTf"<XSOlliI.i $TQ:OI0,8 

.MOV N< 1""'' j)"MN') n>')v') "'"'" "WJV\ ,'t'Oll '1''Vl1 NJ> ')!iJ1 'lY '"ttN "" O'>'<';l "1'W\' 

"""" 1'1'n'n OJ'<' ')y ,,.,,,,_ '1.,11) """'" ')>\m ._,,,, V''l<r.l)' .,,, 1"i'•l'1J """'"" O'><tJ Cl 
~1\!m') ·"''"'Y l>'>'V '""i>"' ,nl1'll<"' ,,,,,.,,. i1NJ tt>r.!1f1 ~iNJ <l'll?f1 ')l 11li11'J o•J')'"" cy') ,,,,,,., 

1"1l"' M;>n 1n•n<l "" 0•010> ,.,,.,,, 'J'll 1""' ,,.,,, ,,,, ,,.,, l"l ""'""'' ,,,,,,,., "''Y11< ,.,,. ,,,,.,~, 
t!N'~lf10 ,0'f11< 1' OCI., "'"'"'' ·""" .,., ,,ln<J 0'.)0:'"'' >l'.,Y'<I n"l 1''<JlY1 ,;Ni'<I• <lll' "''"""' "''~J .,.., 

oi 01111n• ;y ''"" ,.,,,.,, ~~N ''1V ,,.,,.,,,. ·""" "''"" 1r.in r1;01>m ,,.,,,, "'"' ,,.,., ,.,,,.,,,,.~ 
Ol'10'N''" 0•11;:rJ1 nN '>V>O') ,..,.,,,., i;:r•n '"" '"'"" ~'"'' Ol'>"'V '11\00' '1ll1¥Y '<'Ol l1'"011J O<J 

.Nltl """"'' ""l "'"'-'' f1\01'p ""'' f111yn')1 ni>!'') 0'1'lJ ll)'n') 

,0\00) 1'1'<\0"0 OV'l:i) ,.,,,,,,, ''l'<l 0)1" ""lt~N> tHW11" 01j1 »•ON V"" ~.\ 1'»1V01" 'l'" "'" "" 

~"'J"n Ov Wt>>'<' 0'1l))\ O'lWn "''" ''>'l ·'"" r<mn' '"''" ,0'"''" ,,,,,,,.,,, ON •V'"' "' , .. ,,. 
';i;>on'.; """" '1'l 0"0 l'>< 1"1V ""'' )', """'"' "'''"'" "'V'"" !)>Or< 'N'l" .l•»:i Oy "'''"' 
'" "'""l O'''V""' Cl''l'l"" m< t>•io;i; """""" """l'• C'!l'10\ 'V1l01 0'1''' 1''l''<'" 'Ot> •nl 

30 

where invitation specialists are wait
ing to show you how much can be 
yours at a cost you can manage. We 
are ready to serve you, in addition 
to our daily hours, 

Every Sunday from 10-2 

;;!nT,8QnOLL ,8TQDIO~ 
156 FIFTH AVE. (at 20th St.) N.Y.C. 
By Appointment Only! 989-4114 
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THE RUSSIAN "OLIM" CRY OUT IN ANGUISH 
(Excerpts from a Proclamation) 

We are fortunate to witness in our generation, through the benevolence of the Almighty, 
the opening of the sealed doors to thousands of our Russian brethren who are now migrating to the 
Holy Land. Even under normal circumstances, such an event would place a huge responsibility on 
Torah Jews to bring the light of Torah and faith to those who walked in darkness all these years. 

Our responsibility is far greater now than ever, since a large number of the immigrants, 
particularly the Jews of Georgia, gallantly fought to preserve their Yiddishkeit at great personal 
sacrifice. Their primary motive in migrating to Israel is to fulfill their aspirations to educate their 
children in the spirit of the Torah and to live a life of holiness. 

How shocking it is to hear them cry out in anguish .and disappointment even in the Holy 
Land: They are still deprived of a synagogue in which to pray, schools and yeshivas in which to 
educate their children, and community centers for adults and youth to gather in the spirit of the 
Torah. There is a shortage of religious articles and many of the new immigrants still have to 
struggle to observe Shabbos. 

Unless massive help is forthcoming immediately, these Jews will, chas v'sholom, suffer the 
same disastrous spiritual fate as the Yemenite Jews and other North African immigrants. 

The RUSSIAN IMMIGRANT RESCUE FUND is already energetically working to im
prove the spiritual lot of the new immigrants. 

WE APPEAL TO EVERY G-D FEARING JEW: "DO NOT STAND IDLY BY THE 
BLOOD OF YOUR BROTHERS." Thousands of immigrants from Russia and Georgia are in 
danger of falling victim to the forces of secularism and irreligion. WE MUST SA VE THEM 
WHILE THERE'S STILL TIME. 

Huge sums of money are required and every Jew is obligated to personally contribute and 
to get other to contribute to this holy cause. 
RABBI ELIEZER SYSHE PORTUGAL RABBI YITZCHOK HUTNER 
(Sekulener Rebbe) (Rosh Yeshiva, Kole! Gur Aryeh) 
RABBI BORUCH SOROTZKIN RABBI ISRAEL SPIRA 
(Rosh Ye$hiva, Tel she) ( Bluzever Rebbe) 
RABBI GEDALIAH SCHORR RABBI MORDECAI GIFTER 
(Rosh Yeshiva, Torah Vodaath) (Rash Yeshiva, Telshe) 
RABBI YOSEF BREUER RABBI MOSHE FEINSTEIN 
(Rav, Congregation Adas Yeshurin J (Rosh Yeshiva, Tifereth Jerusalem) 
RABBI YAAKOY KAMINETZKY RABBI MOSHE HOROWITZ 
,Rosh Yeshiva, Torah Vodaath) ( Bostoner Rebbe) 
RABBI YAAKOY I. RUDERMAN RABBI MOSHE HESCHEL 
(Rosh Yeshiva, Ner Israel J (Kopitshni+.er Rebbe) 

RABBI NOCHUM PERLOW 
. ( Noveminsker Rebbe) 
RABBI PINCHAS HIRSCHPRUNG 
(Rav of Montreal) 
RABBI SHLOMO HALBERSTAM 
( Bobover Rebbe) 
RABBI SHMUEL EHRENFELD 
(Rav of Mattesdorf) 
RABBI SHNEUR KOTLER 
(Rosh Yeshiva, Beth Medrash Govoha) 
RABBI SHRAGE M. KALMANOWITZ 
(Rosh Yeshiva, Mir) 

OPEN YOUR HEART TO THE PLEA OF THE TORAH AUTHORITIES! 
Your decision NOW can help save these Russian "olim" for a Yiddishkeit-future 

Show that you R·EALLY care! 
Contribute warmly to the RUSSIAN IMMICRANT RESCUE FUND, the Orthodox rescue agency spons
ored and directed by the nation's foremost Torah scholars and volunteer laymen. 

Say "YES" to the Torah 

leaders and mail 
your help with this 

coupon TODAY · )' 
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·~---------------------------------------
: RUSSIAN IMMIGRANT RESCUE FUND 
I 5 Beekman Street, New York City 10038 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Enclosed pl ease find my donation of $ ........ ........ to this historic 
undertaking lo spiritually save our Russian brothers in Israel. 

I Name ... 
I 

\ Addrcm ... ......... .... . 
I 

J __ :'.~:::::~==---------=·~==~~e=.~~·~=~·:_·:_Z~~~:_·:_ __ J 
SANDER KOLITCH, Cboirmon 

DR. ERNST L. BODENHEIMER, MOSHE BRAUNSTEIN, Treas. 
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CAMP KOL TORAH 
A UNIQUE TORAH CAMP OFFERING A COMPLETE LEARNING AND 

RECREATIONAL PROGRAM FOR YESHIVAH STUDENTS AGES 12-17. 
CAMP 

KOL TORAH 

• Intensive Torah Atmosphere • Boating 
• Shiurim conducted by experienced teachers on • All organized sports activities 

Chumosh, Halacha, Gemorah and Meforshim • Trips and excursions to places of interest 
• Swimming and water sports in the Mid-West. 

LOCATION: Scenic 9rounds of the Telshe Yeshiva campus in Northeost Ohio 
SEASON: Tamuz 22 • Av 21 (July 4 • Au9ust 1 l 
RATES: $200 for the entire 5 week season. 

For futher information contact the representative in your area: 
BALTIMORE: Rabbi S. Mann {301) 358-9492 MEMPHIS: Rabbi E. Hartman (901) 6B2-0124 

(212) 3B7-4275 
(412) 421-9571 
(717) 2B7-0342 
(314) 725-39B7 
(416) 781-5835 

Rabbi A. Rabenstein {513) 761-8851 NEW YORK: Joseph Wilhelm 
Rabbi A. Weil (312} 5884727 PITTSBURGH Rabb; Y. Robe•+• 

CINCINNATI: 
CHICAGO: 

Rabbi E. Steinfeld ( 312) 267-0960 : 
CLEVELAND: Rabbi S. Dolinger {216) 261-5255 SCRANTON: Rabbi M. Teitz 
DETROIT: Rabbi E. Finkelstein {313) 544-8569 ST. LOUIS: Rabbi C. Hollander 

Avrohom Borenstein (313) 545-6327 TORONTO: Rabbi P. Weiner 

or write to the registration office for futher information: 
CAMP KOL TORAH • 2297 GOYER AVENUE • MONTREAL 251 QUE. CANADA 

Tel. 15141 731-6913 

THE BUILDING CAMPAIGN IS UNDER WAY TO ERECT A SPACIOUS NEW HOME FOR 

YESHIVA TORAH VODAATH OF FLATBUSH 
Serving for 14 years the Soro Park 
- Crown Heights • East F!atbush -
F!atbush communities. • Setting 
new standards for Torah Chinuch. 
• Unexcel!ed record of achieve· 
ment. • All this in cramped, out
dated classrooms. • No longer 
can we permit our children and 
their rebbayim to have first-class 
aspirations in second class sur
roundings. • The new Torah Vo
dooth of Flatbush will rise, please 
G-d, on Ocean Parkway between 
Ditmas and 18th Avenue. 

THE FUTURE IS KNOCKING ON OUR DOOR! 
THE TIME HAS COME TO BUILD! 

Torah Vodaath of Flatbush has grown explosively and the 
best is yet to come. Our record of achievement has be
come a magnet for discriminating parents. Nearly 600 
students are spread over three inadequate buildings. How 
long can we bear the responsibility of stifling their 
potential? 

BENJAMIN FELDMAN ALTER LIEBERMAN 
Chairmen, Building Committee 

RABBI HERBERT W. BOMZER, Vice-Chairman 
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150 OCEAN PARKWAY 
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 11218 

The future holds hard 
work and sacrifice: 
and the future holds 
hope and 9reatness. 
(Yeshiva Torah Vodaath of F!atbush 
and the Yeshiva & Mesifta Torah Vo
daath are financially independent of 
one another. There are no subsidies 
or other forms of financial aid from 
one to the other). 
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