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THE TESHUVA MOVEMENT IN ISRAEL: 

The Israeli Baal Teshuva 

"Would you please step into my office for a 
moment?'' 

This invitation was from my mobilization officer. 
Weeks of preparation for a trip to the U.S.A. had 
seemingly achieved results only a few minutes earlier, 
when Officer Yossie had consented to grant me a hetter 
yetziah permitting me to leave the country. While his 
secretary was preparing the forms, Yossie had left the 
office. And now, accompanied by a young lady officer, 
he returned and issued his ominous invitation. Had my 
carefully made travel plans been dashed by Israeli 
security needs? Did the Israeli Defense Forces somehow 
decide that national security demanded my 
uninterrupted presence in the country? (Mind you, to 
them I'm only a medical assistant in the Home Guard, 
and no more.) And what was the young lady's role in 
this decision? 

Yossie dispelled my fears by introducing his military 
colleague to me as a girl who had strayed far from 
Yiddishkeit, and was now interested in attending Torah 
classes as a means of returning to Jewish tradition. 
Yossie himself was a baal teshuva, and he had 
mentioned to her that his regiment included the head of 
a yeshiva which catered to people like herself. 

Secure in the knowledge that my exit permit was 
intact, I described our programs to the lady officer and 
made arrangements for one of our Israeli students­
turned-instructors to telephone her. Her interest soared 
when I informed her that the caller would be a former 
star of Israeli stage and screen, comedian Mordechai 
Arnon (affectionately known by the nickname 
"Pupik"). Within the hour, an invitation had been 
extended to Madame Officer to participate in one of the 
two dozen chugim (study groups) operated by the 
yeshiva throughout the country 

Years of Change 

This incident dramatized the change that has taken 
place in Israeli society since a decade ago. At that time I 
had entered the military reserves as a member of the 
Haga home guard, burdened with the self­
consciousness common to observant Jews in an army 
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whose overwhelming majority looked down upon 
Torah Jews as akin to yeshiva students, who were 
despised as" draft-evaders.'' This was in sharp contrast 
to the pride I now felt at being invited to impart Jewish 
values to - of all people- a lady officer, demonstrating 
that a general teshuva movement was indeed coming of 
age in Israel. 

In a broader sense, this encounter told the story of 
the teshuva movement and of the people whose lives 
have been transformed by it. Yossie is the product of 
the efforts of those wonderful organizations working 
among Sephardi youngsters in Israel, some functioning 
since the creation of the State. The list is a long one and 
is topped by names such as Zeirei Agudath Israel, 
P'eylim, Saad Ruchni, Mifal Torah Vodaath, and lrgun 
Bnos Yisroel. These groups have established religious 
schools and run afternoon and summer programs for 
elementary and high school age boys and girls from 
Afro-Asian backgrounds. Occasionally they touched 
the life of an adult such as Yossie, but they did not seek 
to establish an educational program for those of college 
age and older, perhaps abandoning hope that they 
could ever be reached. 

When Yossie became interested in Yiddishkeit there 
was no yeshiva for him to attend, even for part-time 
classes. Perhaps there was not yet a need for such an 
institution, as the efforts of a few dedicated individuals 
still sufficed for the few of Yossie's generation who had 
dared to move t<lward Torah. By the time the young 
lady in uniform had come to this point, she was one of 
many thousands searching for some meaning to fill the 
vacuum created by the backruptcy of secular Zionism. 

The needs of these young people moved Ohr 
Somayach to look beyond its activities on behalf of 
hundreds of English-speaking college-age youths and 
to establish the "Na' aseh V'nishma" movement for 
baalei teshuva in Israeli society. 

Enter "Na' aseh V'nishma" 

The impact of Na'aseh V'nishma has been 
phenomenal. Hundreds of young men and women have 
returned to Yiddishkeit through its activites in the past 
three years. Some 200 young men and women - Sabras 
all - are involved in its full-time and part-time yeshiva 
programs in Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, while more than a 
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thousand adults of all ages participate in weekly study 
groups in two dozen places throughout Israel. 
Thousands of officers and soldiers of all branches of 
the Israel Defense Forces have been introduced to 
Torah ideas through its regular programs in 
conjunction with the army education effort on a 
number of army bases. (The Tel Nof Air Force Base 
distributes clever invitations to its weekly Ohr 
Somayach Chug with a postscript that "ein knissah 
ledati'im - no admittance to the religious.") 

!l'70011" :·rrr:Ya:i itrt .n:rw 
J~iLrrv~'l ~).1~21~@ )\In . / 

The teshuva movement in Israel sparked by Na' aseh 
V'nishma--has received a great deal of publicity because 
some of the people in its front ranks were well-known 
names in the intellectual and entertainment establish­
ment. Reb Yitzchok "Ikka" Yisraeli, the moving spirit 
of the movement, a man in his mid 40'5~ is one of 
Israel's most celebrated artists. He is remembered by an 
entire generation of Sabras as the king of Tel Aviv's 
Bohemia who established the first dischoteque in that 
city. 

During a much publicized visit by then-Premier 
Yitzchak Rabin to the Israeli division of Yeshivas Ohr 
Somayach (the Israeli and English-speaking divisions 
of the Yeshiva share dining facilities, but have different 

programs and separate study halls and sleeping 
quarters), he was confronted by lkka who told him that 
his visit was long over-due. 

lkka: I was on your side of the fence once. You 
should realize that you're making a big mistake until 
you recognize that our country's true higher education 
is the yeshivas - not the universities. 

Rabin: Because you study Torah? 

lkka: To be sure. But I had also meant simply in 
terms of the level of academic quality. It's a shame that 
you haven't made an effort to know us. 

Rabin: Who's fault is it that we haven't met yet? 

lkka: Perhaps both of ours. Every day we do not 
bridge the gap between our communities is a day lost. 
What, Mr. Premier, are you going to do? 

Rabin: (deeply moved) Well, I am here now. 
lkka: A very good start. 

Ikka, Pupik, and film-and-T. V. star Uri Zohar have 
been canonized and condemned in the Israeli press, but 
the critics agree with the championers that these 
famous names have made teshuva a popular idea in the 
country today. One of the most widely-listened to radio 
shows in recent years was a two-hour program 
broadcast live several months ago from the Ohr 
Somayach Beis Midrash, featuring Ikka, Pupik, and 
another Na'aseh V'nishma leader, Rabbi Avrohom 
Ravitz, as a panel replying to listeners' questions 
regarding teshuva. 

When the Rishon Letzion Rabbi Ovadia Yosef 
recently visited the Yeshiva, he made the following 
reflection on the phenomenon of entertainers turning to 
teshuva: 

"Our sages state that all the theaters will ultimately 
be transformed into Batei Midrash. If Mayor Kollek 
wants to give us the Jerusalem Theater for a yeshiva we 
certainly won't refuse, but why is it that G-d should 

Uri Zohar 
Gets Religion 

(excerpts from an article 
by Diane Lerner, 

in Israel Digest, Nov. 4, '77) 

Anything can happen in Israel. 'I 
Take a case that's made headlines I 
here. Hold on to your yarmulkas 
for this one - Uri Zahar has got I 
religion! A top Israeli showbiz star I 
- very fun~y comedian, popular I 
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is that, on the least level, many of the regular 
participants become better disposed toward Torah 
Judaism. Others assume mitzva observance - in part or 
in its entirety. Some see their way in enrolling their 
children in yeshivas. But the results are highly 
encouraging, and spreading across the land. 

A parallel development is a new army program 
directed by the American Peylim organization. (The 
description that follows is from the Peylim Reporter.) 

Begun as an experiment to give Israeli Army officers 
some background in Judaism, these seminars have been 
developed to the point where 30 or more officers 
participate at one time in a program consisting of 39 
hours of lectures, study, discussions and tours. Planned 
and directed by P' eylim' s Rabbi Y osef Kru pnick, the 
program is a challenge to the mature army officer who, 
in most cases, grew up in a secular kibbutz 
environment and was never before exposed 
intellectually to Jewish traditions and to Torah as a way 
of life. The lecturers are Israeli and American Rabbis 
and educators who pull no punches in presenting the 
topics under discussion without any sugar coating. 

find it necessary to make use of such places when He 
could easily provide us with buildings in another 
fashion? These words of Chazal (the sages) must then 
be seen from another angle. If all the entertainers will 
become bnei Torah, what sort of performance will they 
put on for their audiences? They will learn a daf 
Cemora with them, of course. Thus will the theaters 
turn into yeshivas." 

One of the more popular features of the seminar is a 
day spent in a yeshiva. Each officer is assigned to a 
senior yeshiva or kolel student and together they 
explore a blatt Cemora, tracing the development of a 
concept in Talmudic law, and the essential 
contributions of the commentaries to the understanding 
and grasp of the Cemora. This exposure to the 
intellectual depth of Torah makes a striking impression 
on the soldiers. 

Variations on a Theme 
Hundreds of officers have participated in this 

program. Their reactions upon completing the seminar 
have been almost 100% positive. All feel that they are 
better Jews for the knowledge they have gained, and 
many have decided to give their own children the 
benefit of a religious education which they never had. 

The success of the Chugim is not merely the result of 
exploiting charismatic personalities for spreading "the 
word." An intellectual exchange takes place, which the 
participants find heady and stimulating. The net result 

/ host of Israel TV's "That's My 

I 
Secret," much in demand as a talk­
show guest, a so-called free-

1 

thinker who never disowned his 
drug addicted friends - Uri sud­

.1 denly 
converted" to Judaism. He quietly 

entered a yeshiva a year or so ago; 
now he always wears a kipa (a yar­
mulka) and tsitsis (the fringe upon 
the corners of a man's garments to 
remind him of the Command­
ments, the mitzvot). When he first 
showed up on "That's My Secret" 
dressed that way, the cast thought 
it was a stunt. But he meant it and 
he hasn't backslid an inch. It seems 
to be the answer to his personal 
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search for truth, security, a solid 
place to plant both feet. It has 
given him roots, he feels, a tradi­
tion to be part of and proud of. 
"People who observe the mitzvot 
are more free," he said on TV 
recently. "I can't tell you why, but 
pu !ting on a kipa makes you think. 
Maybe seeing me in one will make 
others think." 

And it has. As an idol of young 
Israelis, Uri is making a lot of them 
think, and the kipa and tsitsis 
manufacturers are doing very well. 
Uri hasn't turned to religion as an 
escape from an unsuccessful career 
or an unhappy personal life. He is 
at the height of his profession, 

happily married and the father of J 

three. He continues his daily swim 
off the Tel Aviv beach at daybreak, 
he's producing and starring in 
films, appearing on TV and radio, 
performing at army bases (no 
charge), entertaining handicapped 
children (no charge) - all the while ' 
studying Torah and practicing the 
mitzvot like any other observant 
Jew. Two of his friends are also 
students at his yeshiva - Ikka 
Israelis, an artist, and Pupik 
Amon, a rock and roll singer who 
was recently ordained a rabbi. 

That Uri Zohar's return to I 
Torah is a phenomenom, no one I 
will deny. I 
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A substantial number have requested more intensive 
courses of study and several officers have entered 
yeshivas for baalei teshuva. 

addition to these activities, Rabbi Reuven Elbaz's 
dynamic program in Jerusalem's Bukharian Quarter is 
achieving notable success with the financially 
disadvantaged residents of his community. (See JO, 
Mar. 77.) And in the yeshiva, where the student body is 
basically in its late teens and early 20's, the boys are not 
necessarily from the "upper crust" of Israel's society. It 
may be of interest to note the types of young men who 
came to the yeshiva program and how they are 
accommodated. 

Agudath Israel's Reshet Shiurei Torah (adult Torah 
network) is basically geared for people with some 
experience and commitment, but has achieved some 
remarkable success with people far from Yiddishkeit 
(JO Oct. 7 4). 

Who's Who in the Movement 

It might seem that the teshuva 1novement in Israel 
has drawn a disproportionate number of its adherents 
from avant garde circles. Membership in the chugim is 
indeed composed predominantly of professionals and 
intellectuals - doctors from Hadassah Hospital; 
students at Tel Aviv University, Technion and Bar Ilan; 
instructors in one school or another. In the posh Tel 
Aviv suburban community of Savyon, the Na'aseh 
V'nishma Chug meets in the mayor's house. But it 
would be a misrepresentation of the scope of the 
teshuva movement to focus only on these celebrities or 
on the army officers. The clientele is varied indeed. In 

A profile of the typical baa/ teshuva attracted to Ohr 
Somayach's Israeli program indicates some interesting 
differences between him and his Western counterpart. 
Whereas virtually all the American and other English­
speaking students come to the yeshiva during their 
undergraduate or graduate college years, only a 
minority of the Israeli students come from the campus. 
The young Israeli, who must first dedicate three years 
to military service plus additional years to his 
university studies before he can begin life on his own 
and found a family, lacks the freedom of his Western 
counterpart to take off a year from school to find 
himself. Nonetheless, the ideal candidate for the Israeli 
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An Interview With 
Mordechai Arnon 

(from Flight From Fire 
by Shraga Hoffman, 

featured in 
Shma Yisrael Magazine 

published in lorael 
by Yeshiva Ohr Somayach). 

The story sounds cliched: "Idol 
of millions gives it all up for 
religion." But in the story of 
Mordechai Amon, known on the 
stage and screen as "Pupik", we 
become aware of a man who es­
caped from the cliches of society in 
an attempt to answer questions 
that had lain dormant in his mind 
for many years. Mordechai 
Arnon's return to Judaism is a po­
tent lesson to a society that 
canonizes its clowns and ignores its 
sages. 

Mordechai Amon is thirty-five 
years old. However if you ask him 
his age, he will tell you, "I am six 
months old." It has been six 
months since what may be termed 
his "spiritual rebirth" occurred. 

He made ten movies and reached 
stardom with all of the material 
benefits that it includes. But the 
whole experience began to leave a 
bad taste in his mouth. He began to 
sense a pervasive futility in the 
lives of the people surrounding 
him: "Men don't live for any pur­
pose beyond gratifying their im­
mediate desires. They believe that 
the world ends when they die. 

They worship tbe body, they look 
for stimulus for the body alone. 
They are interested in feeding only 
their bodies and not their souls. 
I've just read in a newspaper article 
that twenty million people in the 
States are mentally unstable. Israel 
is far too imitative of the United 
States for that not to be unset­
tling." 

"Israel is a very small country, 
and during every war you feel like 
the people are your brothers. In 
wartime they clutch together, they 
have something to do together." 
He became disheartened at the idea 
that this spirit could only be 
mustered during war times and 
that there was nothing equally 
substantial to sustain the people 
through routine times. "We just 
live out our lives without pur­
pose." 

It was at this point that he began 
to re-examine Judaism. "The older 
I grew, the surer I became that this 
document of the Jewish people (the 
Torah), is one of the most impor­
tant documents of mankind. (I 
didn't talk about belief or not.) If 
it's translated into ninety 

The Jewish Observer I March, 1978 



yeshiva program is of the same age range - the post­
army man who is old enough to think for himself, but 
still unburdened by family and career responsibilities. 
Former members of youth movements have proven to 
be the most responsive to a teshvua experience because 
their early training stressed ideological values, even if 
those values were Hashomer Hatzair Socialism. 

Also among the returnees are young people 
euphemistically referred to as "fringe youth." They 
have a vestigal inclination toward Yiddishkeit based on 
the strong religious _tradition of their parents and 
grandparents, but sometimes find it difficult to accept 
the strenuous demands of a yeshiva regimen in place of 
the easy solutions to their socio-economic problems 
offered by the desperate mores of their counterculture. 

The American Interval 

One significant difference between any of the 
aforementioned Israeli types and the American baa/ 
teshuva is the "withdrawal period" following initial 
commitment. Once an Israeli has decided to be frum, he 
has very little difficulty in going all the way. By 
contrast, the American may spend challenging months 

of transformation during which he often has second 
thoughts about the course he has taken. This contrast 
can only be appreciated against the backdrop of the 
variant cultures from which the two stem. The 
American must not only assume a religious 

.;,eommitment; he must become Jewish by purging 
himself of all the aspects of a non-Jewish culture that 
have become part of him. The Israeli still thinks of 
himself first and foremost as a Jew, and once he has 
decided that the Zionist definition of Jewishness is 
untenable he finds no difficulty in sliding into classical 
Yiddishkeit. Even the much publicized hedonistic life­
style of the Dizengoff swingers is not looked upon as 
an Israeli cultural phenomenon, but rather as a Western 
import of temporary faddish attraction, easily shed for 
the genuine Jewish experience. 

Beyond the cultural difference, the Israeli has an 
easier time with Hebrew, and the Gemora's Aramaic 
has common print face and etymology with his 
Hebrew. The Anglo-American baa/ teshuva also has 
this language barrier to surmount- which takes several 
months. Thus, the preparatory period for the Israeli is 
considerably shorter than that of the others. 

languages, and if so many people 
for so many years are interested in 
the same document, then there 
must be something in it. I had no 
knowledge about it, but I was sure 
I had to look." 

people who once looked up to 
you? 

doing . . . and they should learn 
from that. It's a life that com­
mences from the minute I open my 
eyes ... it's a complete day, every 
day. I don't have to act, to show 
them how a man should live. I live 
my life and that's the example." What first prompted you to go 

to a Yeshiva? 
"A friend convinced me to come 

one Shabbos. I was supposed to do 
a show that night, but he told me, 
"G-d will pay you more". I cancel­
led the show and since then I've 
become a millionaire." 

What thoughts occurred to you 
when you first came? 

"It was a progression. I knew I 
had to stay for a while, but I didn't 
know what it was. I also had many 
personal problems to solve. It took 
three months to make the decision 
to stay in the Yeshiva and fix my 
life there. In the beginning I often 
came and went, and I even per­
formed, as I had some contracts to 
fulfill. But I think if I don't check 
things out I can die like I am." 

Is it perhaps selfish to be in a 
Yeshiva when there are so many 
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'Tm not ready to take on the 
world yet. But I feel a respon­
sibility to do my part, though I 
don't know how big or small a part 
it is. 

"I had thought that if I'm on the 
Israeli stage, it means I'm influenc­
ing. Afterwards I understood that 
if I don't change internally, I can't 
change others from the stage. Now 
I am changing myself and I want to 
be an example. Here in Yeshiva it's 
not only one hour a day that I'm on 
the stage and telling them what I'm 

He relates that on arriving at one 
religious high school, the students 
stood and applauded even before 
he began speaking; "applauding, 
that is, for 'Pupik', not for 
Mordechai Arnon." The scene 
depressed him, as he had come to 
speak to them about more serious 
matters. 

What do you say at these lec­
tures? 

"! say that we have two fronts; 
one is outward against the Arabs, 
and tho other is inward, in order to 
keep our nation alive. We cannot 
neglect either. The battle to stay 
alive as a unique nation must be 
waged with the ammunition and 
artillery of Torah. It's clear that we 
can't survive without an army, but 
it's equally evident that we can't 
survive as a people unless our 
spiritual needs are preserved." 
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The Israeli Hang-Up 

On the other hand, the Israeli has some hang-ups 
that the Anglo-American does not have to contend 
with. He must overcome an ugly stereotype of the 
religious Jews thrust upon him by a hostile secular 
press - as a residual flot'sam washed ashore from some 
earlier shtetl existence, with no relevance to modern 
Israel. Now, much to his personal discomfort, he must 
engage in the very practices that he once ridiculed as 
archaic. The indoctrination-transition program for him 
must demonstrate that (a) a Torah life has a deep, 
philosophical basis; (b) the people whom he deals with 
in the yeshiva are committed to this philosophy; and (c) 
the philosophy and commitment are lived in real life. 
This is the a far cry from the secular world where the 
ivory-towered university is divorced from the arena of 
action. Here, ideas are ultimately carried out halacha 
le'maaseh. And great scholars ultimately become great 
leaders. This is not the case where politicaians and 
academicians occupy separate spheres of existence, 
seldom touching, never communicating. 

To the Anglo-American, the Torah Jew is not so 
much archaic as non-existent. His first step is to accept 
that there actually is such a way of life, and that he 
has a place in it. It should thus be understandable that 
although the Ohr Somayach programs for Israelis and 
Anglo-Americans are similar, there is also basis for 
differences. On the one hand, both are based on 
complete immersion in Talmudic study - as the 
classical antidote to the yeitzer hara (evil inclination) -
thrusting the participant into the mainstream of 

8 

yeshiva life as fully as possible. Nonetheless, separate 
schools are maintained for the sake of effecting 
different approaches at orientation for Israelis and 
Americans. 

An added difference - and an obvious one, at that -
is the need for different languages of instruction: 
English vs. Ivrit ... Incidentally, much the same 
rationale accounts for the two-track program at the 
Neve Y erushalayim School for Young Women, which 
also caters to young baalei teshuva. 

The Fruits of the Movement 

The teshuva movement in Israel has not only 
produced religious Jews - it has produced budding 
talmidei chachomim as well. When Jerusalem's Chief 
Rabbi Bezalel Zolty recently deliered a shiur (lecture) to 
the Israeli talmidim at Ohr Somayach, he was so 
overwhelmed by the challenges they presented to his 
thesis that he later confessed, with tears in his eyes, that 
he would never have believed that talmidim with no 
background could become such lomdim (accomplished 
scholars) in so short a time. This appreciation has been 
reflected in recommendations by the Steipler Rav, 
Rabbi Yisroel Yaakov Kanievsky, Rabbi Eliezer 
Schach, Rabbi Eliyashuv, and Rabbi Shlomo Z. 
Auerbach directing talmidim to this program. Similarly, 
the Belzer Rebbe, seeking to revive the activist 
"Machzikei Hadass" tradition of Belz in Israel, offers 
counsel and financial encouragement to launch a kolel, 
for Israeli baalei teshuva (under Ohr Somayach) in 
Jerusalem and a part-time program in Tel Aviv. When 
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Agudath Israel leaders met to draft their demands for a 
coalition agreement, the Moetzes Gedolei Ha Torah met 
with Na'aseh V'nishma leaders to determine what must 
be requested in regard to military deferment for 
students of baal teshuva yeshivos. 

The movement has already developed a momentum 
which could keep on growing until it engulfs the entire 
land. The old time-tested (albeit unprofessional) derech 
of yeshivas is proving to be effective indeed in meeting 
the needs of the baal teshuva. !.'i' 

THE TESHUV A MOVEMENT IN ISRAEL: 

My Bag: The Yeshiva 

"Well, we're finally in the new building, Baruch 
Hashem." That's a phrase I've begun to use quite a bit 
since coming to Ohr Somayach. How are you today? 
"Baruch Hashem." How are· classes today? "Baruch 
Hashem." What a marvelous phrase to incorporate into 
daily conversation - what a great feeling to begin to 
understand the meaning, the vast implications of the 
words, "Baruch Hashem." After all, the first step in 
becoming a Jew who lives up to his responsibilities to 
mankind, to Hashem, to Am Yisrael, and to himself is 
to realize the existence of Hashem. Realize His ex­
istence; become aware of the impact of His existence. 

I stress "realization" because this is exactly what I 
was lacking in my approach to Judaism before coming 
to Yeshiva and that's what was lacking in the com­
munities I lived in back in the United States. "Belief" is 
rampant in the States; it's "Realization" that's scarce. 

Let me explain by telling of my religious thinking 
and my environment before coming to Yeshiva. 

The Science Scene: Brains in Mothballs 
studied at Washington University in St. Louis, 

Northwestern University in Chicago, and the Univer­
sity of Colorado. I studied physics, computers and 
electronics. I then worked for the Nuclear Power In­
dustry, designing control systems to monitor and 
regulate Nuclear Reactors. There - my life story in 50 
words or less. 

DA YID GOLDSTEIN, a native of Denver, is now a full-time student in 
Yeshiva Ohr Sornayach, in Jerusalem, This article was delivered as a 
speech at the dedication of the Yeshiva's new building. 
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David Goldstein 

The point is, my associates and friends were scien­
tists, engineers, intellectual, well-read people ac­
customed to the methodology of science and 
technology; a system that I thought thrived on ques­
tions, quests, and queries in all manners and directions 
with, the ultimate purpose of finding truth: at least, 
that's what they told me in school. 

In this environment of Science and Technology, the 
subject of G-d rarely came up. But when it did, the con­
versation was usually limited to picking sides; 70% for 
the Lord - 30% against. But not one of the 70% who 
claimed to believe in G-d would let such a belief upset 
his daily routine, or would even think of seeking any 
understanding of G-d or rapport with Him. Their goals 
and desires were totally independent of their "Belief." 
They kept G-d in the back of their minds, to be called 
upon in times of sorrow or urgent need. Of the 30% 
who disclaimed the existence of G-d, I would say all but • 
a rare individual or two packed Hashem into the back 
of their heads to be called upon in the exact situations 
as the "Believers." 

As one of the students described it, "G-d reminds me 
of the father whose children never write home unless 
they're asking for money." 

Why couldn't my scientific, cultured, intellectual 
friends and I come to terms with the implications of our 
beliefs? Could it be that science, whi~h I thought 
thrived on questions, only allows questions - only 
trains us to ask questions that are within the specifical­
ly defined limits of the scientific method? In other 
words, if it can't be answered by the application of the 
scientific method, don't bother asking the question. It 
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was as though a whole portion of my brain was put 
away in mothballs. 

It was in this condition, victimized by Modern 
Technological Thought, that I was studying Judaism in 
my spare time, of course. I was trying to discover 
Judaism without bringing G-d into the picture. To be 
sure science could argue for the existence of G-d by 
showing, for example, that an ordered universe 
resulting from some primeval, homogeneous smear of 
mass and energy is most likely the result of some 
"force" outside the physical plane; but one doesn't 
pray with fervor as a result of compared probabilities. 
There I was trying to put meaning into MY life, for MY 
sake, for MY peace of mind and happiness, by slowly 
adopting the rituals and customs that were meaningful 
to ME. I prayed for myself, by myself, to myself, and I 
wore a "Chai" around my neck as a symbol of my 
religiousity. There's a Jew for ya! 

The Yeshiva: Facing Up to My Beliefs 

But then, in the classic tradition of the contemporary 
"ba'al teshuva," I chanced upon the Yeshiva on my 
way to Kibbutz Ulpan. Suddenly I had to face up to the 
consequences of beliefs and disbeliefs. I was forced to 
realize, realize the impact of opinions, attitudes, beliefs, 
and facts on my life. I can no longer say with cold 
cocktail party intellectualism, "Sure I believe in G-d." 

What does it mean, "I believe in G-d"? What are His 
characteristics? How do we know He exists? How do we 
know His attributes? In what ways does He and has He 
made Himself manifest in our lives and History? If he 
created us, does He have any obligations to us? Do we 
have any obligations to Him? A thousand questions I 
never asked before ... and the old structure of belief 
came tumbling down. My views of history, philosophy, 
truth, values, and morals are all in the process of 
renovation. 

The method of coming to realization in the Yeshiva is 
certainly not one of blind emotionalism, but one of 
thorough, logical analysis. The Yeshiva has taught me 
questions, and provided me with the resources to 
answer these questions. How these questions are 
answered exactly and how the answers are absorbed to 
a point where they give the individual a power of con­
viction, is difficult to describe, and I imagine that it's a 
little different for each person. But for me, it was a com­
bination of two things; first, it was the genius of the life 
style, the value system, and the people it has produced; 
the people I've had the pleasure of meeting and the 
homes I've had the honor of visiting. And not only does 
such a system exist today but it existed back in a time 
when archaeologists tell us men were running around 
hitting each other over the head with clubs. When the 
development of other societies and social systems was 
in the infant stage, Am Yisrael was living Torah -
amazing. The second factor is the genius of the 
Talmud, Gemora; how such a rich fabric of philosophy, 
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law, and logic can be woven with a few coded words of 
Aramaic to point to something beyond simple intellect. 

I must apologize - I wish I could describe this 
process better, but I think I'm too close to it. Perhaps in 
a few months or a year I'll be able to look back and see 
how all the pieces fit. 

The Result: The Big "Chiddush" 
The result: Sure I believe in G-d; G-d Creator of the 

universe, on whom the very existence of every one of 
us is dependent, watching, listening, actively maintain­
ing the world as He sees fit. ... Wherever I turn, I see 
His work, whatever I do I do by His grace. So my 
greatest responsibility is to serve Him. Now that may be 
obvious to many of you, but it was a big chiddush -
new insight - to me. 

Suddenly there is order, not only in the movement of 
the stars, but in the movement of my life. Suddenly 
there is an absolute reference by which to measure all 
values, morals, purposes. Life is neither an empty page 
for each man to compose his own hierarchy of values, 
nor is it a prison of fate, each one of us locked into the 
value system of the society or country in which we were 
born. There has always been freedom of choice but now 
there is an absolute to direct me to the best choice. 

Since we're all so good at asking,questions, let's ask 
one more: why do I even have to come to a realization 
about G-d? Can't I live a happy full life without ever 
thinking about Him? The answer is simple; NO! We 
are Jews, and as such believe in Hashem. Love of 
Hashem, and Am Yisrael, are our "bag". I don't mean 
that in the colloquial way. Our Rebbe gave us a parable 
in class that explains it. Suppose I go to the store to buy 
some flour, and the grocer asks if I've brought a bag 
with me. Having no bag I'd be forced to carry the flour 
home in cupped hands, but before reaching my house 
the flour would sift through my fingers and would be 
lost. That's what I meant when I said "realization of 
Hashem is our bag." It's our container for life, without 
which all experience would sift through our fingers and 
would be lost. 

Back to my life story: What do I do now? I've got a 
full scholarship to M.I.T. Graduate School waiting for 
me back in the States, plus a teaching position I've 
dreamed about for years. But what good is it if I show 
up in Boston eager to teach and learn and experience, if 
I leave my bag in Jerusalem? I must finish building my 
bag here and now, and there will be plenty of room in it 
for my secular studies, for my profession. But before I 
go back to the States, I want there to be enough Torah 
in my bag to share with my "scientific" friends back 
home. 

So there's time enough for M.I.T. and G-d willing I'll 
get another opportunity to study there when I'm ready. 
As for now, there are a thousand questions to be asked 
and a lifetime of realization ahead of me but only 
because I came to the Yeshiva. lT. 
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The Jew Faces Urban Problems 

Jerusalem I New York 



Shmuel Lefkowitz 

Preserving the Communities, 

the Building Blocks of Kial Yisroel 

Boro Park, Flatbush, the Lower East Side, Williams­
burg, Crown Heights, Remsen Village, Far Rockaway, 
Forest Hills, Washington Heights, Brighton Beach 
New York City Jewish Communities whose residents 
are tired of running. They are determined to fight the 
neighborhood decay that has made others run. Some of 
them have organized to save their neighborhoods. 

Why are these people so concerned? What are the 
goals of these groups they have organized? What are 
they doing? 

Many factors make one neighborhood less liveable 
than others, and another one more attractive. Once 
these factors begin to surface, people question if they 
shouldn't move from the one to the other. But so much 
is lost in the process - both on the individual level and 
the communal level. Personal ties, family bonds, in­
stitutional allegiances, a feel of one's place in a 
historical continuum - all of these are strained or 

RABBI LEFKOWITZ, a musmach of the Mirrer Yeshiva, Brooklyn, 
heads the Southern Brooklyn Community Organization which was 
launched several months ago by Agudath Israel of America under a 
grant from the Ford Foundation, as a multi-ethnic project to preserve 
and develop several communities in the southern part of Brooklyn. 
Bora Park, Bensonhurst, and Flatbush, the three target communities, 
are basically strong at present but show early signs of decay in hous­
ing and physical appearance, and require attention. The goal of this 
ambitious program is to involve all of the ethnic groups living in 
these middle class communities to preserve the unique character of 
the neighborhoods. 
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severed when a person leaves one neighborhood for 
another. 

And a community's institutions also suffer when 
their constituents leave. The urban landscape is dotted 
with, countless shells of shuls, yeshivas, batei 
Midrashim, and mikvaos - some with skeleton atten­
dance, some totally abandoned. Some schools succeed 
in surviving a neighborhood transplant - witness the 
Yeshiva Bais Yehuda that has been leap-frogging from 
urban Detroit to further surburban reaches, as well as 
Mesifta Chaim Berlin, Torah Vodaath, and Beth Jacob 
Teacher's Seminary in Brooklyn, all very much in tact. 
But some institutions have only retained a name, but 
none of the original flavor. Yet others - especially syn­
agogues - maintain a dim presence in the fond memory 
of alumni only. 

Most of all, the distinctive ambiance of a specific 
neighborhood when lost, is lost forever. Go find 
another Douglas Boulevard for Chicago promenaders, 
another Pitkin Avenue for Brooklyn shoppers, a 
duplicate Yesler Way for Seattle hill-climbers 
another imposing Roumanian shul, another at­
mo,.Pheric Ryim Ahivim shtiebel, another magnificent 
Bikur Cholim to match the originals. They can never be 
duplicated. 

So in the back of every would-be urban refugee's 
mind the question should loom: "Will it be worth it?" 
Thus, residents in many areas have committed 
themselves to remain and deal with the problems rather 
than run away from them. 
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Neighborhood or Community? 
Since "community" is so vital a concept, we will in 

this article define the makings of a community, explore 
what can be done to preserve the community, and final­
ly, propose an outline for action toward this end. 

A city is a group of neighborhoods within a specific 
geographic boundary. A neighborhood is a cluster of 
blocks within a more limited geographic boundary. A 
block consists of a collection of people who live within 
a small circumscribed area. The people are the prime 
units in this play. Without people one has neither 
blocks, neighborhoods, nor cities. Individual people on 
blocks, in neighborhoods, and in cities, however, are 
not yet part of communities. 

What makes a neighborhood into a community? 
What do we mean when we say, ,. that place has a feel­
ing of community'°? What kind of community do we 
want? 

Rolland Warren*, a well-known sociologist, explored 
this and pinpointed a number of factors that go into the 
making of a community. Many of these points have 
special relevance to the Orthodox community, and are 
worth examining for their implications to us. 

Five Components of a Community 
1- Degree of Primary Group Relationships - For a 

neighborhood to be called a community, the people 
who live in it must interact with one another. Without 
any interaction, people living near eachother are 
isolated, unconnected individuals. Such neighborhoods 
lack the human element, and - not totally unrelated -
have a high rate of suicide. 

On the other hand, when people interact too much, 
and live too closely to one another, their creativity and 
ability to live as individuals is jeopardized. Such com­
munities are often plagued by a "Yente" phenomenon 
and also suffer from a "Keeping up with the Jones's" 
syndrome. 

The Torah designed our daily lives in ways which 
promote and encourage interaction. On the most 
elementary level, we Jews daven with a minyan three 
times a day, we are encouraged to study Torah with 
others, and we share each other's joys (weddings, Bar 
Mitzva, Bris Mila, Pidyon Habein celebrations) and sor­
rows y··', (Bikur Cholim, Shiva) with others. The in­
teraction is a social-religious one. 

On a more complex level, there are laws and respon­
sibilities that apply exclusively to the community, thus 
promoting interaction. It is not necessary to go all the 
way back to the days of the Second Commonwealth, 
when obviously "the community" was responsible for 
everything from daily sacrifices to warning against the 
growth of forbidden mixtures of vegetation, to paving 
roads. The day before yesterday in most of the Jewish 
world - and today, in some parts - the community car-

*Roland L. Warren, "The Good Community - What Would It Ile?" 

Journal of the Community Development Society, _!Spring 1970. 
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ried responsibility for kashrus, education, burial, and 
any number of other community functions that assisted 
the individual in his day-to-day life in countless ways. 

Availing oneself of the community's services does 
not necessarily involve social interaction, but it surely 
promotes it. Purchasing meat from a butcher-shop un­
der the supervision of the Kahal Adath Yeshurun of 
Washington Heights, for instance, certainly makes a 
person aware of one's dependency upon the Kahal. (On 
the other hand, this can be done without personal con­
tact, with meats frozen and flown over great distances. 
Sophistication does decrease interaction, and allows for 
alienation. Nonetheless, the existence of the kehilla in 
any form whatsoever depends upon some type of in­
teraction and promotes it as well.) 

Thus, only communities with a high degree of in­
teraction succeed in achieving some degree of 
perpetuity. One knows he can sell his house and run 
and buy another one elsewhere, taking along his family 
and material belongings, but as long as he realizes that 
he cannot take along the heimishe atmosphere an<l 
social relationships nurtured over the years, the more 
he is part of the community, the less concerned will he 
be about property values, and the more likely will he 
stick it out in face of difficulties. 

2-Autonomy - A local community should be the 
master over its own fate, with its members involved in 
the decisions that affect their lives. The best example of 
a situation where this was lacking and then corrected is 
Forest Hills - an upper middle class community in 
Queens, which was threatened in the early 1970's. The 
city government drew up altruistic plans to solve 
poverty housing problems at the expense of the com­
munity's stability, completely ignoring the input, con­
cern, and needs of the local populace. The people of 
Forest Hills united in revolt, and the plans were scaled 
down to a size and format that the community could 
live with. 

Today the concept of community autonomy is more 
or less accepted in political life. We have Community 
School Boards, Planning Boards, Human Resources 
Administration Advisory Boards, H.S.A. Boards, etc.. 
Regardless of whether or not it is efficient and effective, 
community participation is an accepted fact in govern­
ment. Private enterprise, however, sometimes seems to 
flourish in spite of the community's wishes. In many 
Brooklyn neighborhoods, the community level is con­
trolled by the whims of real estate operators. Specifical­
ly, landlords may deny services to their tenants, allow­
ing buildings to deteriorate, bringing in undesirables; 
and yet, if they happen to be Orthodox, they are 
honored with Shishi when called to the Torah on Shab­
bos in the very same community. Some developers, to 
be sure, do improve a neighborhood by building new 
homes, thereby expressing their confidence in the area, 
but there is no trend in the direction of "community 
control" in the private domain. 
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/:armer Anshe !leya synagogue, now Union Square Seventh Day 
Adventist Church. 

Photographs on these pages are from the book The Synagogues of 
New York's lower East Side, which is reviewed in this issue. 

Furthermore, a new pattern of blockbusting, which is 
illegal in regard to private homes, is becoming prevalent 
with multiple dwellings. There are areas in Brooklyn· 
where seven or eight multiple-dwellings (especially 
four-floor walk-ups) are creating instability for thou­
sands of homeowners. One might expect the home­
owners (whose own homes represent a personal invest­
ment that goes beyond finances) to control the 
landlords (who are basically interested in financial 
return and not much else), and not vice versa. In some 
of these areas, millions of dollars were expended to 
build beautiful yeshivas, synagogues, and shtlieblach, 
and yet a handful of landlords owning but a few 
buildings are able to create instability. 

Some people beg off asserting themselves in this un­
developed area, claiming not to be "activists." But, on 
the other hand, how can anyone afford to risk losing ir­
replaceable institutions and social-religious connec­
tions, and hope to create them again elsewhere ~ often 
ending up with but a pale shadow of the original? If 
necessary, couldn't each family consider contributing 
towards the purchase of these threatening houses to put 
them under community control? 

Of course, other tactics are possible, but this option 
must also be considered. It was most effectively used by 
one group that raised money to buy up a four-story 
multiple dwelling on the fringes of Baro Park, now in 
the midst of rehabilitation. 
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3- Viability ·- A neighborhood is only a community 
vvhen it is capable of confronting and resolving its own 
problems. It is easy to talk about those landlords, it is 
painful to talk about the crime rate, it is sometimes 
repelling to walk in the streets. But are the residents 
capable of doing something about these situations? 

Which brings us to the next component of a com­
n1unity: 

4- Degree of Commitment - How important is the 
survival of the community to its members? Are the 
comn1unity members prepared to devote time, energy, 
an<l money to resolve their problems? At times, there 
appears to be a contradiction between people's 
hierarchy of values and the courses of action they pur­
sue. While everyone agrees that seeking neighborhood 
stabilization is a worthy pursuit, are they ready to act 
upon it? 

True, the Orthodox community possesses limited 
resources and must meet a host of highly demanding 
needs. "fime and money devoted to solving problems of 
stability must be taken from time and money usually 
spent on families, for yeshivas, and for personal 
growth in Torah study. One asks - quite justifiably -
Since I'm so strapped for money, what right do I have 
to get involved with new problems requiring more 
funds and additional time? 

On the other hand, can members of the community 
afford to ignore these problems? Are they ready for the 
consequences of a negative decision? Won't it cost them 
far more in time and money if they continue to neglect 
these problems? 

To be sure, some people think - and may even say -
"We survived as a Jewish community till now; we ran, 
resettled, and rebuilt, and if necessary we'll do the same 
again. - Isn't that what golus is all about?" 

The affluent neighborhood-hopper thinks that he 
can afford this philosophical attitude. Actually neither 
the middle-to-upper-income family nor the young 
families have great difficulty in relocating in "new" 
communities, in spite of inevitable losses they may 
choose to ignore. The people who suffer most - and are 
still suffering - are the moderate-to-low-income 
families and the senior citizens, who cannot simply pick 
themselves up and move on. 

And less-than-affluent institutions also suffer: for 
instance, the yeshivas left behind in these areas cannot 
easily manage financially, and they struggle on until -
almost totally abandoned - they may follow their con­
stituency. The yeshivas are rarely able to re-establish 
themselves in new areas. And, back in the old 
neighborhood, the moderate-to-low-income families 
are left on their own. 

A community must share in responsibility for all its 
members. This gives it two options: Either the com­
munity as a whole decides to move on and help each 
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member of the community resettle; or everybody sticks 
it out together - young and old, rich and poor, in­
dividuals and institutions. 

One imaginative Born-Parker suggested that the 
community organize a block-by-block campaign to per­
suade every homeowner to sign a shtar (contract) com­
mitting himself to the neighborhood, and that he will 
fight for its survival even if property values decline. 

Are people ready to commit themselves to their com­
munity? Or, are they going to be passive to 
evolutionary change and allow history to repeat itself? 

5 - Degree of Heterogeneity - A newspaper reporter 
asked me (in my capacity as director of SBCO): "Are 
you trying to create a ghetto? Why don't you just put a 
wall around Boro Park?" 

To want to live in a ghetto is considered a dirty 
thought. However - as I pointed out to my questioner 
- the very people who turn up their noses at the 
thought also live in communities that are economically, 
socially, and ethnically homogeneous. People simply 
want to live with others who share their values. Of 
course, one must learn how to live with others; but peo­
ple do have a right to their preferences, and they ob­
viously exercise them. 

Some communities may map out an area and limit 
"membership" to one specific type of person. Most 
Jewish communities cannot afford to be so exclusive. 
To survive, they must join forces with non-Jewish resi­
dents. The Jewish residents must be willing to help 
others with their needs (i.e. better quality education in 
the public school system), and they to help the Jews 
with their needs (i.e. patrol the streets - especially on 
Saturdays and holidays); and then common concerns 
(i.e. clean and safe streets, proper maintenance of 
homes, yards and the commercial strip) will also be met. 
Of course, where the values of the Jewish and non­
Jewish residents are at varience with each other, work­
ing together can be difficult. 

Guidelines for Action 
We have defined a community by its five compo­

nents, and we have singled out some of the implications 
of living in a community - the opportunities, obliga­
tions, and imperatives. Accepting the implications I 
have offered, the next step would be to outline some 
guidelines for action to take to preserve our com­
munities. 
0 Organization - There is need for setting up grass­
roots organizations (block associations, merchants' as­
sociations, tenant associations, neighborhood associa­
tions) that will meet regularly to discuss problems and 
seek solutions, to upgrade and maintain their turf. 

These organizations should involve any individual -
of any race, color, or creed - who is interested in main­
taining a clean, safe, pleasant area. 

They should be connected to a coordinating body 
that handles problems that cannot be dealt with in-
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Congregation Bnai Rappaport Anshe Rembrava (abandoned). 

dependently, on a block by block basis. These organiza­
tions should be supervised by the residents in the area, 
on a one-man-one-vote basis. In effect, they should be 
run by the people and for the people. 

If it proves difficult to get people organized, one need 
only wait for a crisis and there will be no problem . 
But waiting for a crisis to motivate people to organize 
reduces by half the ability to resolve the problem. 

A community that has an organization with a full­
time staff devoted to resolving these problems will 
probably be more "viable" than others. At the same 
time, the organization must work with the people and 
involve them in every stage of its work to be effective. 

At one meeting of a Boro Park group, the block as-
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sociation captains presented their crime problems to the 
Police Department officials. The Police Captain in turn 
explained how the Police Department works, how as­
signments are made, and the difficulty he has operating 
with limited resources. The Police Department and the 
community learned a great deal about each other; it was 
important for the Police to see that the entire com­
munity was involved, rather than just individuals or the 
organizational staff. As a result, small changes began to 
appear: Certain crucial buildings, where suspicious ac­
tivities had been taking place, are now under surveil­
lance, and a number of arrests have been made. 

Another example of this: members of the block as­
sociations and their elected officials participated in a 
meeting in which the SBCO staff presented city of­
ficials data regarding several abandoned buildings. As a 
result, these buildings, which heretofore were not at­
tended to, were immediately either sealed up or 
demolished. 

In both examples. it was important to act collectively 
as a community, to be prepared with all the necessary 
data, and to convey the message that these problems 
will be pursued until they are resolved. 

Another case problem emerged at a business con­
ference organized by SBCO, in conjunction with the 
Thirteenth Avenue Merchants Association. A mer­
chant was having problems obtaining his Certificate of 
Occupancy, due to red tape. 

Subsequently, the appropriate agencies looked into 
the problem to expedite its resolution. 

D Problem Identification - After having successful­
ly organized a group, the next task is to identify the 
problems it will attempt to resolve. This means pin­
pointing the extent to which the problem exists, when, 
and exactly where. 

In the short history of SBCO, we have found this 
stage to be most neglected and a part that sometimes re­
quires a great deal of time. In housing problems, for in­
stance, it is often tedious and time-consuming to deter­
mine who owns the house in question, the number of 
violations on it, condition of the building, nature of the 
services offered and denied, the degree of tax arrears, 
and so on. But if the problems are to be resolved, they 
must be approached in a carefully planned, profes­
sional manner. 

SBCO's experience has been that people perceive 
problems to be much greater than they really are. One 
community leader told this author, "You are wasting 
your time; the problems are monumental." 

The data was collected; it turned out to everyone's 
astonishment that the problem existed on three blocks 
only. Obviously, a three block problem is not a 
monumental one. 

D Definition of Goals - Immediate and long range. 
This simply means taking a sheet of paper, drawing a 
line down the middle, and heading one column "Im-
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mediate'' and the other "Long Range," then asking: 
Which problems must be resolved immediately? Which 
problems should be resolved, but can wait? Divide the 
"musts" from the "wishes," and separate projects that 
must be taken up and can be launched today, from 
those that require long-range planning. 

Some communities find safe streets their most impor­
tant problem; others feel that decent housing is their 
most urgent concern. 

D Possible Solutions - For each problem, one lists 
possible solutions. If the problem is safety, one may 
want to confront the police/ organize a civilian patrol I 
or hire private protection guards ... If the problem is 
housing, one may want to speak to the offending 
landlord I picket his house I call a rent strike/ invite in 
inspectors I buy the house I or contact the bank. 

It is in this ar-ea where values and halacha play an im­
portant role. One block decided to stop a homeowner 
from selling his house by demonstrating in front of it: 
May one embarrass the homeowner? ... Is one permit­
ted to organize tenants to call a strike, and thereby pos­
sibly cause the landlord financial losses? ... Is one al­
lowed to call code enforcement inspectors down? Is this 
messira (unlawful informing?) On the other hand, is 
one permitted to sit by while a landlord drives a 
neighborhood into ruin? Is one allowed to sit by and let 
yet another Jewish community go down the drain? Isn't 
there an obligation to embarrass him, cause him finan­
cial loss, if need be, and call the inspectors down to as­
sure the survival of a community? 

How do we make these choices? Who is to make the 
decision? To be sure, a halachic authority must be con­
sulted, and his word adhered to. 

D Plan of Action - Having decided which solutions 
are acceptable and appropriate to the problem, a plan of 
action must be devised, outlining What's, How's, 
Who's, and When's. 

D Evaluation - On a regular basis, each undertaking 
must be evaluated to see if the goals were met - and if 
not, why not - and to pursue the problem by going 
back to the previous stage: Plan of Action. 

Conclusion 
Anyone involved in community work knows well 

that no assignment ends with Evaluation. Problems are 
constantly emerging, and once one problem is solved, a 
new one is usually created in its wake. And problems 
thought resolved have a habit of popping up again in 
another guise. Experience has also demonstrated, 
however, that much can be accomplished in terms of 
making communities secure if intelligent action is 
taken. 

With the attitude that the problems are monumental 
and cannot be resolved, one can be assured that they 
never will be resolved. Stabilizing a community is a 
slow process, an uphill battle, but most definitely worth 
the effort. !.T. 
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It's sad 
To be the Mayor of Jerusalem 
How can any man be Mayor of a city like that? 
What can he do with her? 
He will build and build and build. 

(Amichai) 

Dirty Tricks 
The flyer, bearing the le.tterhead of the Jerusalem 

Foundation,. began., "Dear Friend of .Israeb I wonder if 
you could help us out?" The help, it was emphasized, 
was of a spiritual, rather than monetary nature for a 
change. It was a plea to share with the city fathers one's 
vision of Jerusalem, i.e. 

As you may know we are planning to build a sports 
complex of international calibre in Jerusalem; Ever 
since we have publicized parts of the plan, serious op­
position has been raised from many sectors - Govern­
ment agencies require the money for the pressing needs 

NAOMI RAGEN is' the ed,itor of the Israel Environment Bulletin..-Her 
articles regularly appear irt the Jerusalem' Poiit 

of defense and social welfare; there have been inter­
national. reprecussions from non-Jewish religious 
leaders, both on international and religious grounds; 
adamant . opposition from residents of surrounding 
neighborhoods. Lastly, and perhaps the most impor­
tant, we have beenfaced with the.ever-recurring ques­
tion of the effect of a sports complex upon the uni­
queness of the Holy City ... 

We'd like you to help us ponder the question: ls a 
sports complex part of the heritage of Jerusalem? Even 
if it is not, we want to enrich the culture of our citizens 
- but is this the way? Perhaps the Foundation should 
put its energies into more hum1mitarian and religious 
projects? .. , 

The letter was signed "Teddy Kollek." 
Tourists all over Jerusalem who received the flyer at 

their hotels were perhaps gratified at this personal at· 
tempt to include them in the city's plans. To Jerusalem 
residents, however, especially those active in the strug­
gle against the new sports complex, . it was nothing 
short of incredible. While some sought to explain it in 
terms of a diabolkaHy dever plot hatched by tt 



In the background: 
the hilltop where 

the proposed 
stadium is to be 

built, overlooking 
Sanhedria 

Murchevet 
(foreground) .. 
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mayor's public relations people to undercut growing 
opposition to the project, those familiar with tht> 
mayor's fierce sponsorship of the stadium felt a mixture 
of exhiliration and utter disbelief at this sudden revela­
tion of misgivings. Their joy was short-lived, however, 
as a furious municipality hastily announced the flyer a 
complete hoax and police began to search for forgers of 
the 1nayor's signature. 

The Complex Scale 

This incident, reminiscent of Watergate's "dirty 
tricks," points up clearly the emotional pitch the battle 
now raging over plans for the new Jerusalem Sports 
and Recreation Center has reached in the city. Indeed. 
opponents of the Center believe that should the mavor 
realize his goal it will lead to no less than the destr~ic­
tion of the unique character of Jerusalem, turning it 
from the world's "Holy City·' into the Middle Easfs 
"Sports (~ity." Nor doeS the city's brochure describing 
the Center do anything to convince one that such fears 
are wholly exaggerated. 

For as detailed in official literature, the ron1plex 
seems cilmost Roman in proportion and extravagance. It 
is planned over an area twice the size of the Old City 
and is to contain a stadium with a 50,000 seat capacity 
- the largest in the Middle East. In addition, the plans 
call for an indoor sports stadium; a sports center with a 
swimming pool, basketball, tennis and gymnastics 
facilities; a youth center with a library and club roon1s; 
a Gadan youth movement center, with a target range 
and obstacle course; youth hostels; motels; and last but 
not least, a complete amusement park. The area chosen 
to accommodate this huge project is no bit of 
wilderness, but a rather part of the Judean hills in 
Northern Jerusalem, a stone's throw from numerous 
residential communities including French J--fill, H.amat 
Eshkol, Ramot, and Sanhedria Murchevct. 

Even among those in surrounding communities who 
would welcon1e local sports facilities, a youth center 
and new green areas, there is wide-spread bitterness 
over the scale of present plans, especially the stadium 
and amusement park. One high level engineering eX·· 

pert also concluded that the idea of combining a huge 
stadium with sports facilities is a planning nightmare. 
"People ivho are trying to play tennis or use the sY11im-

18 

~-

;Jt, t~' 
!! ' 1: " , l' iii lll' 

" ..,.z.Jll« Ill' " F ' r JI! 111' _,.'"·;·l ,. 
II Ill ,. ~ i r I '· 

' 
ming pool or the park will get lost in the crush of thou· 
sands of soccer fans heading in the same direction. 
Nowhere else is a stadium place near sports facilities, 
for very obvious reasons." 

Another objection of local neighborhoods has 
centered on the question of noise from the stadium and 
the heavy traffic to and from the area. Existing soccer 
stadiums in Jerusalem, such as the Y.M.CA stadium 
which holds a maximum of 4,500 spectators, are a cons­
tant noise nuisance to neighborhoods within a one 
kilometer radius. Most important, residents feel that 
the noise of 10 times that number of cheering soccer 
fans will destroy the Sabbath peace of all Northern 
ierusalem. 

The Sanhedria Murchevet Objection 

The neighborhood council of Sanhedria Murchevet, 
which has been among the most organized and vocal 
opponents of the project in the city, even went so far as 
to enter its own brochure into the frav. Aimed at 
visiting U.J.A. conventioneers, this Professional­
looking pamphlet is the work of an American public 
relations expert and an English graphic artist, neighbors 
who pooled their considerable talents in an attmept to 
enlist support for their neighborhood's cause relebre. 
Others involved with the pamphlet include Dr. Joel S. 
Lafair, Chief of Pulmonary Service at Hadassah­
fiebr('W University Medical Center and Dr. Nachum 
Arieli of the Department of Philosophy at Bar !Ian 
University. It opens saying "We are one. Jerusalem is 
ours. Jerusalem is yours. Our problems are yours. 
Yours are ours." It goes on to describe the immigrant 
community's pioneering days but adds that "Despite its 
shortcomings, we love Sanhedria Murchevet because of 
the spiritual life here - the serenity of a Shabbat set in 
the magnificent Judean Hills, the strong sense of com­
munity among the residents, and the feelings that we 
are helping to build a vibrant Israel." It explains that 
the new sports complex threatens to destroy the com­
munity's life. ,.The Center will destroy our whole feel­
ing of living in a unique and holy city, a feeling that has 
sustained us through all of our sacrifices to make our 
home in Israel." 

While most of the residents, who are Orthodox, 
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share this attitude, their indignation is no doubt 
deepened by the fact that their own 2,000 children do 
not have a single playground and thus spend their time 
playing in between cars. Malka Nissan, a Canadian im­
n1igrant and a young mother of three small girls says 
bitterly, "The city's answer to our needs has always 
been 'we have no money'. Now they go ahead and try 
to shove this multi-million dollar nuisance down our 
throats." 

The Broad-Range Coalition 
Ministry of Absorption workers familiar with the 

neighborhood are particularly concerned that realiza­
tion of the sports complex might lead to a sudden ex­
odus for the community which until now has success­
fully absorbed thousands of Russian and North 
American immigrants. 

Although the Municipality has been attempting to 
portray the opposition as a group of religious ex­
tremists, in fact, the religious question is far from 
central to most objectors. Stella Saper, for example, 
President of the French Hill Artists Association, objects 
on purely aesthetic grounds. ''My reaction instinctive­
ly, as an artist, is to deplore this attempt to ruin the 
beauty of the Judean Hills with steel and concrete, 
parking lots and motels. These hills are one of the most 
beautiful, ancient landmarks of the city and the damage 
will be irreparable," she emphasized. 

Valerie Brachya, physical planning expert of the 
Israel Environmental Protection Service, feels that the 
complex may constitute a definite environmental 
hazard. After an initial examination of the aerial map of 
the project she stated that "The noise factor from the 
stadium could be a serious disturbance to neighboring 
areas while the amusement park might prove a real 
noise nuisance to Sanhedria Murchevet and Ramat 
Eshkol." 

Esther Engleman, a resident of Ramal Eshkol, was 
perhaps the first person to protest the complex hazards 
of the Center. For as a veteran Jerusalem town planner, 
Ms. Engleman became aware of the project back in 
1973 when it was first brought before the Town Coun­
cil for approval. At that time she mounted an eloquent, 
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but almost singlehanded campaign against the es­
tablished municipal and national powers backing the 
idea. Today, she feels just as strongly. "l don't find any 
justification whatsoever for this entire project," she 
e1nphasizes. "I don't think Jerusalem has to be a city 
like every other. It is a [universally accepted] religious 
center.. Moreover, il isn't justified at a time \AJhen 
thousands of other projects are being deferred 
throughout the country, like pocket parks, 
playgrounds, and schools, which are far more impor­
tant. On social grounds, to shuttle so much vehicular 
traffic into Jerusalem, when everyone knows that the 
new road passes primarily by religious neighborhoods 
and will be used primarily on Shabbat, is to tread inex­
cusably on the feelings of religious residents. This plan 
shows a complete lack of consideration for public 
op1n1on. 

Indeed, there is no question that the planned six-lane 
highway between Jerusalem and Tel-Aviv will pass 
n1ost of the religious neighborhoods of Jerusalem's 
northern fringe, causing a serious daily disturbance, 
However, its nuisance value will no doubt increase ten­
fold when swollen with thousands of vehicles headed 
for Saturday soccer games, creating as seriously volatile 
situation between religious and secular elements now 
separated by the thin line of the status quo. 

The Municipality's Short-Tempered Reaction 

The official municipal reaction to all this has been an 
increasingly defensive and short-tempered repetition of 
the city's great need for the Center, especially the 
stadium. City Spokesman Rafi Devara explained that 
although the city has several stadiu1ns not one is ade­
quate and sports fans are forced to sit in unpleasant, 
overcrowded conditions leading to hot tempers and 
anti-social behavior. This explanation, however, has 
left many unconvinced. Tel-Aviv resident E. Praver in a 
letter to the Jerusalem Post wrote that "the proposed 70 
million I.L.* stadium in Jerusalem would be a bit more 
reasonable if a perfectly fine stadium did not already 
exist practically unused in the heart of Jerusalem [i.e., 
the Hebrew University stadium which holds 17,700 
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people and could be expanded to hold 40,000 N.R.]." 
The letter went on to say that "as one completely 
dedicated to the introduction of new sports facilities in 
Israel and the exploitation of existing ones, I earnestly 
suggest that everyone involved think a moment before 
rushing ahead to spend funds desperately needed to 
spread sports and education in Jerusalem in order to 
build another potential white elephant.. " 

In his reply to this, Mr. Devara wrote, among other 
things, that "before starting to make plans, we in­
vestigated all the alternatives including the Hebrew 
University stadium but discovered that the Hebrew 
University had built the stadium with contributions 
from a donor who had stipulated that no matches could 
take place there on the Sabbath . " 

As the original "donor" of the University stadium, 
which was built at Ben-Gurion's urging in 1958 to serve 
as a national stadium as well, was none other than the 
State of Israel, and in view of the fact that the stadium 
is used regularly for sports events on the Sabbath, Mr. 
Devara's answer left many even more unconvinced. 
Mr. Devara subsequently infuriated many by insisting, 
along with Mayor Kollek, that it was to avoid distur­
bance to the Sabbath that the new stadium was being 
built, so that noisy stadiums in the center of town near 
Rechavia and Bet HaKerem could be emptied and the 
games played in northern Jerusalem instead. When it 
was put to him that the Sabbath-observing com­
munities in the North would have to absorb the Sab­
bath noise, he pooh-poohed the matter saying, "It 
won't be anywhere near them, and anyway, we'd have 
to put the stadium in Tel Aviv to satisfy Sanhedria 
Murchevet." He also made light of the fact that these 
religious residents would be forced to witness a large­
scale desecration of the Sabbath every week when 
games are played. "These people would like us to close 
down the city, and we can't do that. You can see the 
desecration of the Sabbath from any roof-top in 
Jerusalem." 

Jerusalem: "International Sports Host"? 
The city seems bent on creating an entire mini­

Olympic village, not just a stadium, in order to host the 
The Maccabiah and the East Asian Olympics. As Mr. 
Devara says, echoing the Mayor, "It is inconceivable 
that Jerusalem, the capital of Israel should not have a 
proper place to host international sports events." 

Many Jerusalemites, however, find it equally in­
conceivable that it should, and find it difficult to un­
derstand the Mayor's strenuous fund-raising efforts 
abroad for the project at a time when the city has com­
pletely frozen the building of all religious facilities, 
leaving thousands of Jews in Jerusalem without a place 
to pray, or an adequate mikveh. The Chabad syn­
agogue, for example, located in Sanhedria Murchevet, 
is in a bomb shelter. 

Unquestionably, the opinion voiced more frequently 
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than any other by those opposing the stadium is sum­
med up by Rabbi Nathan Bulman, Dean of Jerusalem's 
Ohr Somayach Yeshiva, and a widely known and 
highly regarded leader in the American Orthodox com­
munity, who said, "Jerusalem is not a city of inter­
national size with a few million people. It is a city on a 
relatively small scale. It has a particular character which 
thus far has been respected by the non-formally 
religious as well. It was understood that the character of 
Jerusalem isn't that of New York or London. The 
special character of its buildings and its activities reflect 
how Jerusalem differed from other cities. A sports 
center on this scale - twice the size of the Old City -
will completely unbalance and destroy its whole special 
nature. To inject the organism of Jerusalem with such a 
foreign body recalls the approach of Herod to the city." 

Indeed, the one person who might sympathize 
most with Mayor Kollek's present difficulties is that 
ancient Judean king who reigned over Jerusalem almost 
2,000 years ago and was, like the Mayor, an avid sports 
fan. Herod who introduced one of the first Roman-style 
sports stadiums to the city to host the Actian games, is 
described by Jewish historian H. Graetz in History of 
the Jews, vol. II. Graetz writes that 

"the king's love of display found satisfaction in 
the magnificence of his edifices ... Despairing of 
securing the affection of his own people he 
resolved to compell the admiration of the stranger. 
He exhausted the people by taxation, redoubled 
his extortions ... and lavished all the funds he had 
gained .. . upon the adornment of .. . cities. 
[Herod, Graetz concludes] might possibly have 
received the admiration and affection of the 
Greeks, the Romans and Judeans outside of 
Palestine, but the people of Jerusalem felt nothing 
but aversion for this grasping upstart who sought 
to estrange them from the customs of their 
fathers. 

An Idea Whose Time Will Never Come 

Although the stadium's detractors have no illusions 
that the Mayor might someday issue a letter similar to 
that drafted by his forgers, they are hoping against 
hope that the present public outcry will begin to have 
its effect. In any event, the crisis over the Jerusalem 
Sports and Recreation Center is not wholly unexpected. 
It is the outcome of centuries of conflicting visions of 
the city - visions that cannot be reconciled but only 
held, perhaps, in a delicate balance. It is a balance 
between those who view the city solely as Israel's 
capital, its largest city and a rapidly growing urban­
industrial complex; and those whose vision goes past 
the particular circumstances of Jerusalem's present, 
through the mystique of its rich and varied past, into 
the heart of it unique, other-worldly beauty, toward its 
prophetic, soon-to-be-realized glory. For the latter, a 
huge sports stadium for Jerusalem is an idea whose time 
will never come. J..T. 
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Rabbi Mendel Kaufman 

The Lower East Side Revisited 

- A Review Article 

The Synagogues of New York's Lower East Side, 
Photographs by Jo Renee Fine, Text by Gerald R. 
Wolfe Introduction by Harry Golden (New York 
University Press, New York City 1978). 

One leafs through the pages of this book with mixed 
feelings of sadness and awe. Sadness, at the present 
decay and destruction it shows; and awe, at the story of 
past grandeur and dedication that it chronicles. The 
present sad state of the Lower East Side is demonstrated 
by picture after picture of shul facades with peeling 
paint and broken windows, gutted shul interiors and 
shuls that have, lehavdil, become churches. But the pic­
tures also show architecture of great dimension and in­
terest, with beautiful exterior- and interiors that attest to 
the loving dedication of generations of shul-going Jews, 
who devoted a large portion of their meager resources 
to the building and maintainence of these splendid 
edifices. This book is also a well deserved tribute to that 
small band of unsung heroes, both rabbis and lay­
people, who struggle daily, again with meager 
resources, to maintain the remnant of the Lower East 
Side. 

The first part of the book is a brief history of the 
Jewish community of the Lower East Side, beginning 
with the Sephardic migrations of pre-Revolutionary 
times, through the German migrations of the early 19th 
century, up to the mass migrations from Eastern 
Europe during the latter half of the 19th century. In this 
brief history the establishment, closing, and movement 
of both traditional shuls and Reform temples is 
described. 

The main body of the book is devoted to pictures of 
dozens of shul buildings that still remain, and of their 
congregants and rabbis, accompanied by a brief history 
of each shul depicited. 

There are some errors here and there. For instance the 
Young Israel Synagogue of Manhattan is not the head-

RABBI KAUFMAN is rabbi of the Young Israel of Briarwood, Queens, 
N. Y. and is assitant principal of the Beth Jacob High School of 
Yeshiva Rabbi S.R. Hirsch, N. Y.C. He had served as rabbi of the 
Cong. Chasam Sopher of the Lower East Side, a position his late 
father, Rabbi Ira Kaufman il"ll'. had once held. 
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quarters of the national movement; and to say of this 
synagogue "women now participate equally, no longer 
screened out by a curtain," makes it sound like a 
Conservative or Reform Temple, which of course is not 
the case, for it is indeed as Orthodox as ever. It is, 
however, obvious that Ors. Fine and Wolfe have in­
vested much loving care and many hours of research 
into the pictures and the text. To former East Siders, 
like myself, this book serves as a reminder of the 
vibrant Jewish community we knew, while for 
everyone it is a fine introduction to the history of one of 
the most important Jewish communities on the 
American continent. 

No Final Chapter 

A major regret is that the book has an aura of finality 
about it, which might imply, particularly to those not 
too familiar with the American Jewish community, that 
the Lower East Side is the final chapter in the history of 
a viable Orthodox community in America. One would 
wish that Ors. Fine and Wolfe would now take their 
camera and typewriter to such places as Monsey, Boro 
Park, Forest Hills, and so on, to depicit flourishing 
Orthodox communities. 

As an introduction of sorts, this book can only 
provide the skeleton of the story of the Lower East Side, 
while the body of the story remains buried in the past. 
In this Orthodox Jewry has been remiss. A colorful, in­
structive, and inspiring story could be told going back 
at least to the turn of the century. A story filled with 
conflicts and struggle; courage and dedication; and yes, 
mistakes and anomalies. 

Many have the impression that Orthodoxy was not 
present in any significant way before the Second World 
War. Yet the fact is that in 1905, by actual count, there 
were over 350 congregations functioning on the Lower 
East Side, with about sixty of them in splendid shul 
buildings, and the rest shtieblach, in stores, apartments, 
lofts etc. all of them Orthodox; yet the anomaly is that 
despite these tens of thousands of regular shul going 
Jews, the number of yeshivos functioning could be 
counted on the fingers of one hand, and there were no 
schools for girls at all. While many of these Jews were 
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observant in some respects, with shul attendance and 
kashrus most commonly observed, the social and 
economic pressures of that era created other glaring in­
consistencies in their lives. First, these Jews, no matter 
how observant they were, considered themselves the 
"Last of the Mahicans." They were convinced that 
their children would be "blessed" with Americanization 
and so a minimal or non-existent Jewish education 
would be sufficient for them. 

Many, in order to make a living, violated the Shab­
bos, yet put on tefillin every day and came to shul 
regularly - Shabbos as well as weekdays. Somehow 
they managed to adjust to the obvious contradictions in 
their lives. 

There was one Jew I knew some thirty years back 
who always attended the early minyon on Shabbos 
morning at the Chasan Sopher Congregation on 
Clinton St. Before leaving for shul, however, he made 
sure to wake up his daughter so she wouldn't be late for 
work! 
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Another aquaintance of mine owned a grocery store. 
He also attended Shabbos services regularly. While he 
was in shul, his wife minded the store. When he 
returned from shul, his wife went upstairs to set the 
Shabbos table. He then came up and made Kiddush. 
His wife then went back to the store while he ate the 
Shabbos meal. When he finished he joined her in the 
store until he went back to shul for Mincha. Reb Levi 
Yitzchock Berditchever (noted 18th Century Chassidic 
leader who was an eloquent advocate before G-d on 
behalf of his errant brethren) probably would have 
been extremely busy on the Lower East Side of that era. 

Some Did Not Bow 

There were, of course, those who refused to bow to 
the economic and social pressures nor to the general 
spirit of compromise common to many, and they strug­
gled and sacrificed to live the full life of the Jew with 
Shabbos, taharas hamishpacha (laws of family purity), 
and providing their children with a maximum Jewish 
education. 

One such group, which unfortunately is not men­
tioned at all in the book, is the Zeirei Agudath Israel, 
that had its beginning on the Lower East Side. Here 
were young men during the 1920's and 30's who were 
workers and small businessmen who never com­
promised on the Shabbos. They even managed after a 
hard day's work to find the time for a study group in 
Gemora as the first Daf Yomi (page-a-day) program in 
the U.S.A. Youth activities were organized in strict ac­
cordance with halachic standards. This Zeirei served as 
the kernel for the flowering of the Agudath Israel 

Entrance to Congregation Anshe Slonim, 172 Norfolk St. N. Y.C. 
(abandoned 1974). 
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movement of America during and after World War II. 
Their story should be told as an example of courage and 
commmittment. 

One They Missed 
One other shul unfortunately not mentioned in the 

book is the Chevra Adas Yisroel (later She' eris Adas 
Yisroel), or as it is commonly called the Nein-un Neint­
ziger (the 99) after its original address, 99 Attorney St 
In this Chassidishe shtiebel one could imbibe the 
genuine spirit of the shtetl. Many of the members still 
wore the traditional shtreimel and kapotte, which 
before World War II were rarities, even on the Lower 
East Side. The lingua franca was Yiddish, with all the 
the meetings and conversations and recordkeeping in 
Yiddish. I still r£member the carrying-on by our elders 
when they heard us learning Gemora in English (or as 
they called it" Aingalish"). "How could one learn G-d's 
law in an alien tongue?" they demanded to know. 

The shtiebel was not exclusive to any one type of 
Chassidim but attracted a variety loyal to various Reb­
beim - Belz, Ger, Satmar etc. This led to many lively 
conversations as to the relative merits of "my" Rebbe as 
opposed to "your" Rebbe. There were even a few Lit­
vaks who were members. They were also tolerated, for 
after all, didn't G-d for reasons these dyed-in-the-wool 
Galitzianers could not quite fathom, didn't He also in­
clude them in the Chosen People? "So we guess we can 
put up with them too," they sighed. 

Beside its fervent and melodic davening, the shtiebel 
was noted for its emphasis on learning. Every night the 
shtiebel was open late to accommodate the dozens of its 
members who came to study, either in groups or by 
themselves. The highpoint of learning was on Friday 
night where the place was packed. The sound of Torah 
carried all over the neighborhood, as close to 100 
persons let their voices mingle into a melodic 
cacophony of Chumash, Tehillim, Gemora, or Midrash. 

The Chevra Adas Yisroel merged about twenty years 
ago with another noted shtiebel, the She'eris Adas 
Yisroel. The organization is still active on East 
Broadway in a small shtiebel, one flight up, but its glory 
days are in the past, as with the rest of the Lower East 
Side. 

As a sad commentary on the pressures of the times, 
even this shul of devoted Jews was not immune to the 
influence of the American environment. A number of 
members found they could not convey the spirit of 
Torah to their children, and sadly not all of their 
children carried on with a life loyal to Torah. 

More to be Told 
It is not only the story of Torah dedication on the 

Lower East Side that remains to be told. In 
neighborhoods all over New York - in Williamsburg, 
Washington Heights, Brownsville - there were those 
who insisted on swimming against the current to bring 
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Torah to America. I kno~ of no organization that has 
undertaken the founding of an archive to preserve the 
records of the founding of yeshivas, shuls, and organiz­
ations. Some of these pioneers are still among us (until 
120); still among us are yet others who personally knew 
and worked with these pioneers. Yet there is no 
organization that has undertaken to compile an oral 
history of those days, so generations to come can hear 
first hand a glorious story of dedication and sacrifice. 

This book The Synagogues of New York's Lower 
East ~ide, with all its flaws, will be cherished by this 
East Sider as a monument to what "once was," with the 
hope that some day someone will come along to really 
"tell it like it was." · !.'i'. 

Facade of building housing Kha! Adas ]eshurun with Anshe Lubz at 
14 Eldridge St. Founded in 1856, the building was the first to be con­
structed on the Lower East Side by East European Jews. The upper 
sanctuary has been abandoned since the early '30's. 
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MOMENT OF TRUTH: This is the 
phrase used to describe a close brush 

· with death. And the description is 
indeed an apt one, for during that 
moment a person is forced to see his 
actions and concerns for what they 
truly are - petty or grand, selfish or 
altruistic, mundane or touched, with 
the divine. 

. 
The Torah Jew sees even more -

ar1d he see~ it. morlclear/y, at that. 
;Having entered the "Vale of Death" 
and, eH1ergedqlive, he ca.YI 11~¥ t'.f ~.kfaJI · 
not fear, for You are ~~~1J\\me'r · 
(Tehillim XXIII). He qdfi telltlwse 
~ho taunt him, "Don'.tA~>A*!if;~frighten 

xme with threats of 'A!'fft~~f;l;tzgc.can 
happen.' Only what Cit1~.~~M.s can 
happen. Nothing else.~'J~~~i··~rzdeed, 
every fragment of time"•!f~~fJt}~i;pchof 
pavement, every actof getl:er(Jsity 
and hostility is pregna11.t ...... . 
significance. 

'iiJ, He can search his pal! 
im~[:rfection that ear117'!: 

and companion is of unfathomable 
worth and inestimable value to 
him.How much we learn in an hour 
of anguish! And how important that 
we not permit ourselves to forget! 

Last month, 400 girls from Beth Jacob 
schools across the continent 
converged on Cleveland for a four­
day convention. The program was an 
unending exchange of ideas, 
inspiration, performances, lectures, 
discussions, and - when the 
convention was ~vet._ addresses, 
ffll~ promises to wrlte.When the girls 
J?il~d into their horf'te .. bound buses, 
jh~i.first flakes of a blinding blizzard 
begtl[lning to fall. 

Therext day, on RG;ute\f~~ll/qutside 
8:loo~sburg, Pennsyl'li)friff:1~(tl'f.ew 

.,+Rt~~bound bu~ ioit~<t~N1ti 11i;r girls 
· ililiioaid- students ift.tlli!'Bais Yaakov 

.d~~Y of l;frookf~iP:R~ · 
i~~.Rabbi ~,R·. 
.~~(or GirfalJn;; · 
~~J•.off th~ tif · 
.,.,.ed .... Almq need*t?ra divine signaft 

u;ell ift!•.~ur ranks." But 
. time, h.~~rt~n find comfo~ 
was wortn''11..of being instril.~t~ 

.me m~~r 
.them req, 
· tion. -~<:~-?:f::_;~--·>:;~'._:·r:/_ <- ._;: djvine sigrf./f.~;, .• 

. - - - - --. ~--:-------- :<:::. __ -:~-- _- .-_ - : __ ::~-:};;-_:\ 

·?.:!i·~~~~,~:::'~ii~f!K~~ , '1~}1,;fri~;~;~~1"'''' ,f itlt 
.• ~ich in uncial me ·i . :i · 111 thef&ll~~i.~~l{~tf:t~~~~~~;i~~~IJ.rd5 Pier 
·~W;a,iting developme~f ttr'11,t~~~~~.~~~{ti~i~if40~tfefxi~e terrible 
.:,:i;i>.And every friend ;,.,..~r]#fs~l'f.~plring :__ IJ!~.l'JJ~riJ~i~if.:[ruth. 

--- _, ~-- - ;_,- :- ; --: :::::_:--\-: __ _ -,i_ -:;~i'.}::-tiJ-i;;:J;~;~f}/:_: :_,,,;; :. ' 
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Esther Spitzer 

Thoughts During a Moment of Truth 

A FEW SHORT SECONDS that seemed to last an eternity. 
One moment we were a group of carefree girls talking 
and laughing as we skimmed smoothly down the 
highway. Then suddenly our world turned upside 
down. "I can't stop, I can't stop[" screamed the driver. 
There was a terrible skid, an overwhelming impression 
of speed and confusion, a loud crash, and we were 
hurtling through the air, falling on top of each other in 
twisted positions. During the interval many of us - as 
if by plan - shouted" Shma Yisroel ... "together in un­
ison .... Then everything came to a halt and there was 
silence. 

What a multitude of thoughts were crowded into 
those few seconds. What tefillos, regrets and resol­
utions [ All pretentions were stripped away and we 
realized how precarious our existence is, how petty our 
aspirations. "That new dress, that test mark - did I 
really worry about such trivial things?" "That argu­
ment I had with my mother, that bit of lashon ho rah I 
spoke about my friend - time and time again I 
prOmised my nagging conscience that I would improve 
tomorrow." . . . Suddenly we were faced with the 
frightening realization that tomorrow might never 
comet 

We sat for a moment in shocked disbelief. We were 
alive[ "Baruch Hashem, Baruch Hashem," we said over 
and over again. Someone began to say Tehil/im out 
loud and we all repeated after her. 

,, lnl<,P tl'Ptlln:ltJ n1':>l1tli1 ,,tv. "A song of ascent: 
From the depths I called You, 0 Lord .... " And sitting 
there in the bloodstained snow and shattered glass, in 
the overturned wreckage, the words rang out with 
awesome truth and clarity. 

THERE WAS NO PANICKING or shouting, only quiet 
weeping as one by one, we climbed out of the wrecked 
bus through a hole in the ceiling. The bus's sun-roof 
had blown open in the impact. No one bothered to take 
their pocketbooks, some had to be reminded to take 
coats, but many girls clutched siddurim in their hands. 

One girl put her arm around another girl who was 
sobbing uncontrollably and told her "Sh, we must 
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thank Hashem for the good and for the bad." One girl 
asked, "Why did we deserve this?"; but she was not 
questioning the righteousness of divine judgment. She 
was wondering "What zechus (merit) did we have that 
Hashem performed such tremendous miracles for us?" 
Several girls answered her at once, "It's Simple. ilp"1~ 
nltltl ':>'Yn. Charity protects from death." For in the 
luggage compartment, along with our valises we had 
wedding gowns for needy Israeli brides. And in one 
girl's pocketbook was an envelope containing money 
which we had collected on the bus for the Hebrew In­
stitute for the Deaf. 

I DON'T THINK that anyone will ever forget the girls 
with bloody hands and faces who argued when the first 
ambulence arrived. 'Tm O.K. really!" each girl in­
sisted. "Let her go first. She's badly hurt. I'll wait." 
Girls quietly covered their injuries so that others should 
not be frightened. "Don't worry," they said, 'Tm 
Baruch Hashem fine." Their strength and calmness 
were an inspiration to us all. 

Each of us discovered something about the power of 
tefil/a. Never had we davened with so much kavana. 
u':>1p )ltJtv, tl'':>m x!>n, tl'ntl n-•ntJ, ptl ll'tvtl1 1T1ll l':>tl 
("King Who helps, saves, and protects ... Revives the 
dead ... Heals the sick ... 0, harken to our voices!") We 
had mumbled these words for so many years. Suddenly 
they were talking about us, to us. We poured our hearts 
into them and they gave us strength. With words of 
n~tv and i1J<,1i1 (praise and gratitude) we thanked 
Hashem for his manifest miracles and the hashgacha 
that was revealed to us. 

THERE WERE SO MANY unbelievable "coincidences." 
One girl was all packed to go to the convention and at 
the last minute developed a sore throat .... Another girl 
didn't feel well and insisted on getting off the bus and 
returning honie after we had already traveled several 
blocks .... A nurse "happened" to be in one of the cars 
behind us.... An ambulance "happened" to pass by. 
(On the way to another call, the ambulance was delayed 
by weather conditions, and passed the scene of the acci-
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A publishing event 
timed to enhance and enliven your 
Seder 

The Haggadah Treasury 
An anthology of Midrashic, Rabbinic, and Chas­
sidic wisdom culled from hundreds of sources, 
presented in clear, intelligible English for retelling 
at the Seder table. 

Edited with eloquence and clarity by 

RABBI NOSSON SCHERMAN 
Renowned educator, writer, and editor 

FEATURING •.. 
• The 'gut vort' your guests will delight in hearing 
• The stimulating revelations that uncover hidden 

lodes of thought 
• The Chassidic insight that speaks to your heart; 

the rabbinic dialectic that address your intellect 
- which you'll find joy in sharing with others 

• Beautifully printed and bound by ArtScroll 
Studios, Ltd. 

Published by 

ZEIREI AGUDATH ISRAEL 
OF AMERICA 

Profits from the Haggadah Treasury will be used for 
funding ZAl's Torah and charity endeavors. 

only $495 paperback 

Special Pre-Publication Discount of 10% for 
Jewish Observer readers on all orders received 

before April 1, 1978 

Distributed to the trade by Z. BERMAN/Books 
1340 53rd St. / Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219 I (212) 851-5372 

------ __ QipandSave _ ____ _ 

ZEIREI AGUDATH ISRAEL 
5 Beekman St. / N.Y.C. 10038 / (212) 964-1620 

Please ship ............ copies of The Haggadah Treasury at 
your special pre-publication discount of 10% off regular 
price. (postage paid by Zeirei Agudath Israel). 

Enclosed is check of $ .................. . 
(N.Y.S. residents add applicable sales tax.) 
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NAME. 

ADDRESS. 

CITY/STATE/ZIP 

Pre·publication offer expires April 1st after which retail prices prevail 

Allow three weeks for delivery. 

dent a mere two minutes after it had occurred. - Editor) 
"You girls are darn lucky," said a truck driver as he 

scratched his head in disbelief." Is it luck that we 
landed a few feet away from a cliff? (The bus had over­
turned on an upgrade, several feet beyond one deep 
ravine, several feet before another one. - Ed.) Is it luck 
that a girl's head went through a window, and there are 
fragments of glass on her face, in her hair - a piece of 
glass, even scratches, on her contact lens - and she 
walks away with only a slight cut on her finger? 

"If only you had been going more slowly." ... "If 
only you had stayed in Cleveland one night longer." ... 
"If only you had left one hour earlier." ... If only - " 

We know that there is no such thing as "coinci­
dence" or "luck" or "If only." There was a reason why 
we were at that particular place at that particular time. 
We cannot understand G-d's calculations. But we can 
and must try to learn from what happened. 

WHILE WE WERE YET at the hospital in Pennsylvania, we 
got together to discuss what each of us had learned 
from this experience. Besides the personal cheshbon 
that each girl made, we made a cheshbon as a group. 
We asked ourselves many questions. Were our motiva­
tions in attending this convention really 1' shem 
Shomayim (for the sake of Heaven)? Had we exhibited 
a lack of derech eretz (civility) toward the speakers at 
the convention? Had there been excessive rivalry 
between schools? We resolved to work together to cor­
rect these short-comings in our respect for our fellow 
man. 

What gave us the strength to react the way we did? 
How did we know that there is no such thing as coin­
cidence 1 How did we know that nmr.i 7'Yn np,:.- How 
did we know to examine our actions? - We are Ba is 
Y aakov girls. 

We remembered speeches that we had heard in 
school about other crises that had beset Kial Yisroel, 
and we applied them to our situation. We remembered 
lessons that we learned about tefilla, about bitachon, 
(faith), about tzeddaka (charity). We had listened to 
them in classrooms, now we were putting them into ac­
tion. Although our teachers and principals were not 
there, we felt their presence. And I think they would 
have been proud of us. 

SEVERAL WEEKS HAVE PASSED. Most of us have settled 
back into our everyday routine of tests and homework. 
The trauma of our experience is becoming more and 
more distant. Yet I hope that we can retain the 
awareness of G-d's control of our life-situations, the 
feeling of achdus, (unity) that the incident brought, 
wherin we appreciated every single girl when we were 
afraid for her safety and her very life; the hislahavus 
(enthusiasm) in tefilla. Perhaps, if we each take this ex­
perience to heart and heed its message, we won't need a 
tragedy to awaken us to our priorities. ~T. 
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at Project COPE 
we're more than good jobs! 

Career Opportunities and Preparation for Employment 
5 Beekman Street /New York, New York 10038 / (212) 964-1300 

A division of Agudath Israel of America 

field offices: 

QUEENS: 98-12 66th Avenue (cor. Queens Blvd.)/ Rego Park, N.Y. 11374 / (212) 459-4225 
BROOKLYN: 813 Avenue H /Brooklyn, N.Y. 11230 / (212) 434-4075 
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Funded by the New York City Department of Employment 
under the comprehensive Employment and Training Act, CETA Title I. 

The Jewish Observer I March, 1978 27 
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nv.rll niYr.l O'?t:i:ir.11 tl1' ?::i::i n?o:i.7 ni:J1::i. O':i1:in1 C')W"1 o,r.i, t:Pl:Jll!1 . . tP71o!:l 

•p:l1 p:i:nt::1 "1D10 ''DX1 ' .. C'Mtln:i OJ'KIV C,K 'J:l}J p7'Dl1 0'J1pi :Nin n:1YOl'T1 . 

. . . a,.,,:li ,, ll'l~l"t "In; x71 l1Ur.l1Ki1 .Y,,, U'KW' •r.i IV":J •Yor.i? ,,:JY 0'J'i:J 

. , . l1T:J ?1il -,::i,, 7.Y T!l1K wp::i?1 •-,:ii ?y 1in ''iP n?K '"1::l1 Kilpn ?::i xn?•n •xn1 
N":l::2 :i,n,wn :l"1i''1 "'li'.,,m nny,., 1:1ntu .1-u:-t n'71!3,, 

(,')Kt,n 0''" 'i P"iun? ,:i"?n ,o,,n n!:luni 

"My heart tells me that Galus is so long because ... " 
In these days people do not sufficiently search for proper Tefillin . , . and for 

days - even years on end, they say blessings in vain, and fail to fulfill these 
precepts. And the cause? They purchase Tefillin from unqualified people. Even 
expert scribes err on occasion - those who are ignorant of the law or lack the 
skills surely do! 

Anyone who reads these words should shudder and seek to rectify this situa­
tion; this can bring the Moshiach soon in our days. 
(Tnufah Chaim, 432 from the Sephardic Gaon, Rabbi Chaim Palagi) 

•.. o':iw ;1111t.1li!I on111 ,;x:i o•i:ii ;ll llli'!lt.11'", 111i1i l'" ... 
.. , 1!;,w U'KlU 11'1;,o::i. w:i7no 7p?1po ,,'!WK :in:i iTT'K :i1n:i? Yii•w rnun i'', ?:i) 
ti'p1Mii11 tl'l:t1ipi1 7K""!lU'Y.l itiY1 l;,;ip 1'.Jl:JO' i?x:i 0'""!D10l:J h1TH1:J1 r7'?Jl1 11"0 7,Y1 

(~·T'lSl'l Ul< l'l<l l'J'il'l::t Ul<W M'l:l'Ml1 T'1:1 u7 ''"'' . 
ri1i1i:::l1" 'M ]lMl '"lX ,O":r1:i '"lliY Y1ilil7 p! ,]pnl;i t:P71lllJ:J tl:l\U '"l':l rx1 'il •:i7 

, , , lli''M MT!J< XY'J:ll J<~'l:li1 "D'1<:1i1 

(PlKiT O"!ill:J ,n":Ji ,O'l:J:lM !'UW'l:J) 

"People seem indifferent to ma!!ers of the utmost gravity ... " 
Arty uneducated boor who writes square letters dons the mantle of "the 

scribe" and produces parchments for Torah scrolls, Tefillin and Mezuzos on 
which vast multitudes rely. 

Is there any wonder that we cry without response?! 
My heart aches over the problem for I have no means for enforcing change -

only to notify the broad public. 
Perhaps G-d will show grace and "future generationsu will rectify the 

situation.'' 
Mishnas Chachomim, 228, Maharam HaGiz 

GEDOLEI YISROEL HA VE 
CONCURRED THAT NOW 
THE TIME HAS COME TO 
RECTIFY THE SITUATION 
AND NOW WE HAVE THE 

MEANS!! 
-"------ ---1 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
D Enclosed, please find my $10. check for membership in the Vaad 
Mishmeres Stam. 

Name .................................................................................................................... . 

Address ................................................................................................................ . 

City. State (zip) .................................................................................................. . 

Telephone (area code) ...................................................................................... .. 

Cong./ Address ................................................................................................... .. 

Date of Last Exam ............................................................................................ . 
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for many years, our great Torah leaders have spoken.a 
stron 1 regarding the lack of supervision and the. s.enot 

bl~;s that exist in the area of Torah scrolls, Tefilhn an 
~~zuzos, which involve some of the most important corr • 

mandments of the Torah. k h 
Today, too, many religious Jews who desire to ~ep t esi 

d ts WI
.th all their hearts are not observing then 

comman men l d th ' 
correctly because of their lack of knowledge. Not on yl o :t· 

. ts but they a so ren fail to observe these important precep ' . ll . 
vain blessings, since the objects they purchase are ntuha y l~t 

f U ny persons w o wn valid and utterly useless. Regret u y, ma U d. th 
Torah scrolls, Tefillin, and Mezuzos are not~~ verse d1nce, 

articulars of the law, even when they are a e to pro .u. 
~eat and even beautiful script, as attested to by ou~ rehg1ot 
leaders in the Holy Land. In this area, the laws have een nea 

ly forgotten even among Tor ah scholars. 
• . d l d spoke up to remo' I 1935 the Torah giants an ea ers d' 

h' n blin block from the path of their flocks, foun n 
t is stum. ~ Shomrei Stam in Europe. Tl 
an organization known as ·th th destn.: 
organization accomplished very much, but w1 d e k 
tion of European Jewry by the Nazis, its sacre wor V'I 

brought to an abrupt end. h 
Now again in our time, another organization by t ~ na;e 

V d Mishmeres Stam has been organized by t e o1 
le:~ership of our generations, together ~ith ~o.m~u7 
workers. Its goal is to restore ~he c.row~t~~t~~~,1;~:lp: t 
and to generally improve the situation. Id h f 

I' h d h an as success l 

;~:~~t;da:h:::~:e:~~~~: ~:si~ la:~~f' Tefillin a~d ~ezut 
. b done both in educational institutions , 

This has een th United States 
various congregations throughout e d . f ' 
Canada, making use of all the most up-to- ate in orma 

tec~~~g:~~k of the Vaad has had a salutary effect in ~ sl 
time. Because of the demands of consumers ~ere o~~~d: 
Holv Land, the situation has also been greatly tmpro 

- Signed with the help c 

J •..J" > ..,1,,S f;-'7' ;.,.L.j:..JJ 
Rabbi Gedalia Schorr 

.. -,:(,.''jl ;J:_;X <"" ~I· 
./')/}J fr-1l-1 ; f1'K~ 

Ra{,bi Jos;ph Chaim Shneur Kotler 

(listed in Alef-Bais order of first names) 

Rabbi Yaacc 
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-~ 

Rabbi Yaacc 

uc 
Rabbi Yitzc 

'EXECUTIVE COMMIT 

Aaron Fischer 
David L. Greenfeld L 

Shmuel E. Granatstein Zvi S. Hecht 1 

Rabbi Saul Eisner 
Director of Public Relations 

Your $10. membership in 
Vaad Mishmeres Stam, includes: 

NEWS LETTERS about facts and fiction in the field 
Torah Scrolls, Tefillin And Mezuzos. 
PUBLICATIONS. Each member will receive FREE, t 
volume "A Guide to Mezuzah". Other publications, 
Mezuzos, Tefillin and Sefer Torah will be offered fo 
or at greatly reduced prices. 

This message was sponsored by a membf 



. h H I Land) where many Sofrim are already 
(1n t e 0 Y · d db 

:i the laws, and have registered to be teste an. ecome 
. g . d ·b s) The more consumer education there 
rdaine {as sen e · h. h 

·d . th Holy Land - presently reac ing t ou­
'en outs1 e e · th H 1 
.of Jews - the better the situation becomes in e o y 

its elf. . · · · a new . h. b t the Vaad is active in training 
bnng t is a ou ' d . d 5 f . 

'tted Torah scholars as or a1ne o nm. 

~~~In f~f ~~;n:~id of qualified Sofrim ~o service Je"'.~hl 
. . h·1ch ore presently virtually without any sen a 

1un1ttes w k. h I s to 
T h Vaad is also ma ing ot er pan 

-e whatsoever. e h h re 
. II th" world have the assurance t at t ey a 
Jews a over -. Wh h 

. er! written Tefillin and Mezuzos. en t ese 
n1ng propf Yt. th" Jewish public will greatly benefit. 
, come to rui ion, <; 

I d t hat it is a sacred obligation for every 
e therefore cone u e 1· II I I 

. . . th. proJ'ect that will bene it a srae · to participate 1n 1s t1 
h I d f the huge expenses that curren Y 

Jew must e p e ray of 
~en the Vaad Mishmeres Stam, which ser:~. a~d ag~nts ust 

d a ents of the community. Every tn 1v1 ua m 
an g b t ·buting at least the minimal dues of 
meamem er conn Id· t 

>A YEAR. If one cannot afford this sum, he shou give o 
best of his ability. This fund will be overseen by a number 

orominent communal leaders*. 
· . d munal leaders and ask them to 
i/'/e turne~ !:~:;r:~di~;~e study of the laws within their 
conce~~ II with strength~ning the other sacred 
rnmun1ties as we as I' h ts on 

k f th Vaad. This organization's accomp is men . 

~alf 
0

0 f o:r fellow Jews is .of grea~~ig7ificr::~e ;~~o~;h~~~:~ 
th~se whod ~upport t~he::~ e:~~ ~~gg:i~ fuifillment of the 
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orah's promise WI rega l d" nd "All the peo­
ie days of your children will be pro onge , .a d 

th shall see that G-d's name is upon you, an 
Jes of. thef ear ,, May this be fulfilled with the coming of 
·u.•y will ear you. . Amen 
ur righteous redeemer, soon, in our days, . 

l?th day of Kislev, 5738: 
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Rabbi Avraham C. Flusberg 
Director of Educational Programs 

:ZUZAH REGISTRATION means each member has 
Mezuzos registered in the Vaad office, to be 

1inded at the proper time about the Halachic require 0
• 

nt of examination twice in 7 years, according to his 
t date of examination. 
INSULTATION SERVICE for the Halochos about 
1per placement of a Mezuzah, etc., if you have dif­
llty reaching a qualified Rabbi. 

'.lronto Branch of Vaad Mishmeres Stam 

YOU HA VE THE RIGHT 
TO KNOW! 

Don't be disadvantaged because you don't 
have the facts. A 45-minute narrated Color­
Slide-Presentation will show you what makes 
a proper Mezuzah ... the Mezuzah you really 
want! 
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THE "YUD" IS THE SIMPLEST 
HEBREW LETTER, AND IT HAS 
7 LAWS RELATED TO ITS 
PROPER FORMATION. 
When you multiply the number 
of letters every Mezuzah h,1<; 
(713) by the an1ount of laws per 
letter. you wi!l find that each 
Mezuzah ha5 the astounding tot,1\ 
of 4,649 "ha!ochot" (!aws) that 
make it a proper Mezuza.h. 

Available to all communities, synagogues, 
schools and any organized group. 
Join the thousands who have already gained 
this vital knowledge in comm:unities all over 
the United States and Canada. 

For information and arrangements, call or write: 

Vaad Mishmeres Stam 
Main Office: 
(212) 438-4963 - Rabbi Saul Eisner 
Director of Public Relations 
Branch Offices: 
Monsey, N.Y. (914) 425-0772 
Wash. Hts. NYC. (212) 795-6373 
Los Angeles, Calif. (213) 655-6522 
Toronto, Canada (416) 361-6130 

tJ"nv mDWT.J 1111 A Non-profit 
organization. 

The Vaad 
does NOT seJI 
Mezuzahs. 

ENDORSED BY ALL 
MAJOR RABBINICAL 
ORGANIZATIONS IN 
THE U.S.A. & CANADA 

The center for international activit,ies promoting the halachic integrity of 
Torah Scrolls T efillin And Mezuzos 

4903 16th AVENUE I BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11204 



BOOKS 
THE FIRST MISHNA, and THE HIGHEST COURT, 
by Rabbi Dr. David Hoffman, translated by Dr. Paul 
Forchheimer (Maurosho Publications, New York, 
1977). 

This volume is an important publishing event. It 
makes available two important historical studies, writ­
ten about a hundred years ago in German by Rabbi 
David Hoffman, head of the Berlin Rabbinical 
Seminary and author of Teshuvos Melamed Leho'il as 
well as of commentaries to Vayikra and Devarim. He 
not only was an outstanding Talmudic scholar, but had 
the acumen and ability to challenge the scientific 
pretensions of the proponents of Biblical criticism and 
halachic innovation. Thus, his writings were largely in­
strumental in disproving Wellhausen's then-current 
theory of the Chumash as a composition of several dif­
ferent sources. 
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In the essays translated by Dr. Forchheimer, the 

NEW!!! 
From DOV DOV Publications 

The 
first 
Un- \ 
Dov Dov 
Book 

' 

Also due to 
popular demand 
just reprinted -
the second edition of 
DOV DOV on the Moon 
Other DOV DOV Books: 
- The Magic World of DOV DOV 

(Second Printing) 

-A Home Run for DOV DOV 

- Ninety-Nine for DOV DOV 

Send $2.(){J per book to: 

DOV DOV PUBLICATIONS 
6203 Biltmore Avenue I Baltimore, Md. 21215 I (301) 358-9864 

author turned his attention to the history of the Mishna 
and the Sanhedrin. With great erudition he sought to 
establish that the Sanhedrin was not an institution 
dating from Greek times but the governing body of the 
Jewish people, and the guardian of the Torah, ever 
since the days of Moshe (Devarim, Ch. 17). Likewise, 
he tried to demonstrate that the Mishna, the code of 
Torah Law, though edited by Rabbi Yehuda Hanassi, 
had its first formal recension much earlier, in the times 
of Rabban Gamliel Hazaken. 

The antiquity of the Sanhedrin and the Mishna is not 
merely of historical interest; it is an important factor in 
the proper understanding of the Oral Law and its un­
broken and faithful transmission by the Sages. Thus 
the history of the Sanhedrin and the Mishna were also 
crucial themes in the writings of Rabbi Isaac Halevi 
(Doroth Harishonim), though his conclusions differ in 
a number of points from those of Dr. Hoffman. (For in­
stance, the Doroth Harishonim tries to show that the 
first version of the Mishna dates back to the Men of the 
Knesses Hagedola, in the time of Ezra, who first ar­
ranged the Oral Law in systematic fashion. Concerning 
the Sanhedrin, the Doroth Harishonim argues, in con­
trast to Dr. Hoffman. that the central high court came 
to an end in the time of Gabinius.) 

Many other important ideas are put forth in the two 
essavs before us, such as how the Torah was studied 
and 'transmitted in the earliest days, and the origin of 
halachic controversies. There is a reconstruction of how 
the Seder was conducted in the oldest times, and a 
penetrating analysis of the authority of the Rabbis in 
relation to Torah law. 

Needless to say, scholarly material of this type is 
hard to translate, but Dr. For.schheimer h""-.done very 
well, though the volume is plagued by a few Ger­
manisms and printing errors. It was photo-offset from 
a typescript, in order to minimize expenses, but is very 
readable and should hold the interest of anybody 
seriously concerned with Jewish history. 
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Ever Since Sinai by Irving M. Bunim 

(Feldheim; Jerusalem, 1977 $12.50) 

These essays, by the author of Ethics from Sinai, are 
based on a series of lectures which he delivered to stu­
dents of Yeshivat Rabbi Jacob Joseph, to school them in 
the art of sermon-writing and preaching. They benefit­
ted from being edited and expanded by Rabbi Charles 
Wengrow; but in essence they reflect the mind - and 
heart - of Irving M. Bunim. For decades past, and now 
again in this volume, he has succeeded in translating 
fundamental values of Torah Judaism into the popular 
idiom of American Jewry. Businessman and communal 
leader, Irving Bunim knows this idiom very well - and 
he has the gifts of using it to present the most basic 
Tor ah concepts in an interesting and convincing man­
ner. 

The five sections of this volume deal with the pur­
pose of man's life, serving G-d; the dignity of every 
man; the American scene; Eretz Yisroel; and war and 
human conflict. Each of the essays draws on Talmudic 
and later Rabbinic sources - homilies and anecdot~s -
down to comments and stories which the author heard 
from Rabbi Aaron Kotler i, .. Yl. 

At the same time, to make his point, the author 
utilizes non-Jewish material. Sometimes he does so in 
order to show how Torah ideas in due course appear in 
the non-Jewish world (a useful device though, for one, 
this reviewer would gladly have done without e.g. 
Chesterfield's letters). On other occassions he seeks to 
show the glaring contrast between Torah thought and 
the outlook of the secular world. Perhaps the most 
striking essay in this volume is the one that juxtaposes 
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Gilbert's "Yarn of the Nancy Bell" with, lhavdil, one of 
the Teshuvos Tzemach Tzedek, to illustrate diamet­
rically opposed attitudes toward human suffering. 

The author's approach is expository rather than 
philosophical. He does not seek to provide searching 
analysis-in-depth, but a warm hearted and inspiring 
statement of what we cherish. In one instance this 
proves somewhat unsatisfactory. The author 
emphasizes the incompleteness of the secular Zionist 
program for solving the Jewish problem - the Torah is 
the key to Eretz Yisroel. However, in his enthusiasm for 
the miracle of Jewish resurrection on the holy soil, he 
does not adequately come to grips with the actual threat 
to Jewish survival inherent in secular nationalism and 
statehood; perhaps the author's outlook on this point 
reflects his indirect admiration of Rabbi Kook's ap­
proach. Here a more incisive analysis would have 
benefitted the reader. 

At the end of the volume there is an index of Bibical 
passages quoted. In view of the wealth of material in 
these essays, this reviewer regrets that there is no index 
of topics and of personalities in the text. It is to be 
hoped that this omission will be remedied in a second 
edition - which this work richly deserves. 
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WHY IS THIS NIGHT DIFFERENT? by Rabbi Zev 
Schostak (New York, 1977; Otzar Hasefarim, $3.95). 

This volume offers a guide to the preparation of 
Pesach and the Seder, the text of the Haggadah, 
together with a smooth-flowing translation, and 
selected explanations to the Haggadah culled from over 
thirty different authorities and rendered in a very 
readable style. The author has succeeded in producing a 
Haggadah that should enable even the unlearned to 
conduct a Seder in the best traditional spirit and with 
due emphasis on the main ideas of Seder night. 

In his desire to provide clear and concise directions, 
the author usually avoids mentioning differences of 
halachic custom or practice. Thus he bases his direc­
tions for the amount of matzah, maror, and wine to be 
consumed upon the measurements given by Rabbi 
Moshe Feinstein, without indicating that there are other 
opinions. He indicates that the fourth cup should be 
drunk immediately after the Birchas Hashir, and iden­
tifies the Birchas Hashir with Yehallelucha, although 
there are basic differences on these two points between 
different nus'cha'os. 

More importantly, the Bracha concluding Yehal­
lelucha is omitted, and instead the preceding paragraph 
(Yishtabach) concludes with a Bracha. This must be a 
printer's error, and calls for the inclusion of a correction 
slip, to prevent mistakes on the part of users, until -
hopefully - a second, corrected edition appears. 
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Upon the urgent pleas of HAGAON HARAV ELIEZER 
SCHACH, x"t:i'7t.u, we turn to you, our merciful 
brothers and sisters. A truly distinguished Talmid 
Chacham from Israel has been forced to come 
here. His wife has undergone major surgery and 
requires twelve months of very expensive therapy 
with her life hanging in balance. A large family 
awaits the return of their mother in restored 
health. Meanwhile, a father and husband who has 
always depended on the labor of his hands must 
seek help to cover the enormous expenses. 

We urge you to respond generously. May 
Hashem Yisborach bless her with a Refuah 
Shleima and bless you in the merit of your warm 
heart and open hand. 

R.ahbi i\-1os11e Fl!instein Ral1bi Yaako1;i Kamenetzky 
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THE RAV, by Naftali Herz Ehrman, translated and 
adapted by Karen Paritzky (Jerusalem, 1977; Feldheim, 
$5.95). 

This reviewer read Ehrman's biography of Rabbi 
Shneur Zalman of Liady, the founder of Chabad, when 
he was a boy and was then deeply impressed by the 
sweep and the drama of the narrative and the grandeur 
of the hero of this book. It is to be welcomed indeed 
that Feldheim Publishers have undertaken the publica­
tion of this classic in English, adding it to their dis­
tinguished list of historical novels, such as Baal Shem of 
Michelstadt and Light from the West. Moreover, •he 
translator has done her work with great sensitivity, 
thus preserving all the qualities of the original work. 
Without doubt, this book will become a warm favorite 
of young and old. 
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second looks 
at the jewish scene 

RCA: Friend of the Family? 
fhe rising divorce rate is shock­

ing. The extent to which it has 
become a fact of Orthodox Jewish 
life is also alarming. Much has been 
written about this, and to be sure 
the last word on the topic has not 
been said. 

A remarkable phenomenon is the 
low incidence - almost total 
absence - of divorce among strug­
gling young kolel couples. From the 
outside, one might guess the op­
posite to be true: two young people 
who hardly got to know each other, 
married and now pursuing two 
separate careers - she at work and 
he with his books - trying to form a 
family during those first volatile 
years of married life. Don't they 
perforce grow further apart, vying 
for top position on the matrimonial 
see-saw? 

No, they don't. The marvel of it 
is that they do manage ;J"ll?~. 
notwithstanding the wife's double 
load: working to support her fami­
ly, and tending to the needs of her 
house, her husband and their 
children; and the husband's taxing 
ambitious program: three full-time 
sedorim (morning, afternoon, and 
evening sessions) devoted to striv­
ing for greatness in Torah - no 
mean task. The touchstone of the 
success of the kolel marriage is that 
what are ostensibly separate lives 
pursuing separate goals are in fact 
members of one unit dedicated to 
the highest calling: The wife's 
career - or job - or position - her 
housekeeping and the husband's 
learning are elements in the creation 
of a Torah house, in which Torah 
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study is of uppermost value, second 
to nothing else. Wherever the ac­
tivities of the member5 of this 
household may take them, it actual­
ly brings them closer to each other 
- as long as the overriding goal re­
mains supreme of their values and 
uppermost in their minds. 

Now, why this hymn of praise to 
the kolel couple? Those close to the 
scene witness it daily; and those far 
removed probably never give the 
matter much thought, anyway. But 
there is a need for this discussion 
because of some adverse publicity. 
At their most recent convention, the 
Rabbinical Council of America (the 
R.C.A., rabbinical arm of the UO­
JCA) tackled, among other weighty 
problems, the disintegrating Jewish 
family. In fact, the deliberation 
made the Family Page of The New 
York Times, highlighting the 
spread of societal diseases of in­
fidelity and divorce into the 
Orthodox camp. (While I'm not cer­
tain how many crumbling families 
were held together by the Times 
story, that is not the topic of this 
discussion). 

More - or worse - a JT A (Jewish 
Telegraphic Agency) story that was 
carried in virtually dozens of 
English language newspapers across 
the country, as well as in the Yid­
dish press, had much more to say on 
the topic. And we quote: 

RABBI SAYS JEWISH FAMILY 
BREAKDOWN REACHES 

CATASTROPHIC PROPORTIONS 

Hasbrouck Heights, N.J., Jan. 31 
(JT A) - The head of the Rabbinical 
Council of America expressed grave 

concern over the widespread 
breakdown of the Jewish family which, 
he said, has reached catastrophic 
proportions. "This is the most for­
midable threat to Jewish survival facing 
us today," declared Rabbi S. Wurz­
burger, president of the Orthodox rab­
binical organization. 

Wurzberger made his remarks at the 
Council's special three-day Torah con­
vocation which opened yesterday at the 
Sheraton Heights Inn here. He cited 
statistics of the Rabbinical Court of 
America (Beth Din) which indicated 
that alarming numbers of Jewish mar­
riages are being dissolved and in some 
areas of the country is approaching the 
"shocking" rate of four out of IO mar­
riages. 

"This weakening of marital bonds," 
he said, "is also surprisingly mainifest 
.imong young Orthodox couples, 
though admittedly in lesser numbers." 

Wurzburger pointed out that the 
"relative isolation in the past of the 
Orthodox Jewish community has been 
considerably weakened in recent years. 
With Orthodox Jews assuming impor­
tant roles to an ever larger extent in the 
economic and"' industrial life of the 
secular community they are exposed to 
values alien to traditional ways." 

The pattern in some Orthodox circles 
during the early years of marriage of 
young wives taking jobs away from 
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home while their husbands continue 
their Talmudic studies is also 
acknowledged as a contributory factor, 
he said. "Those developments have 
weakened the fabric of the traditional 
Jewish family and have contributed to 
the alarming increase of divorce among 
Orthodox Jewish couples." 

So goes the JT A story, making no 
mention of any other factors at 
work in the alleged weakening of 
the fabric of kolel families. 

A group far from Torah circles 
could be faulted for talking out of 
ignorance, as opposed to "talking 
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9024 Foster Ave., Brooklyn N.Y.11236 
Phone: (212) 272-9184 

out of cheder." But this cannot app­
ly to the RCA, some of whose 
membership is fathering a genera­
tion of kolel students, supported by 
working wives. So I wrote Rabbi 
Wurzberger in personal cor­
respondence: 

Dear Rabbi Wurzburger: 
I have just read your statement 

on the Growing Divorce Rate 
Among Orthodox Jews (JT A Feb. 
1), and I am absolutely stunned. I 
can't believe that you actually said 
that you find the practice among 
young kolel wives working to sup­
port their husbands at study a con­
tributory factor in the rising divorce 
rate. 

Did you actually make a statistical 
analysis of this trend, pointing to 
the kolel wife working as a con­
tributory factor? I would like to see 
your findings. We have always 
known the contrary to be the case -
that homes where this situation ex­
ists are among the most stable; and 
we are prepared to back up our con­
tention. 

Further - as I believe I've said in 
regard to another RCA criticism 
against the Yeshivas - is the proper 
medium for sounding off on alleged 
faults of the Yeshiva community 
the ]TA, and as a result, the entire 
Jewish press, nationwide? 
Shouldn't this vilification against a 
common practice in kolel homes 
better have been brought directly to 
those involved in this situation, or 
at least to those responsible for it? 

We all have friends whose 
children are currently in (or on the 
threshold of) such situations - such 
as Rabbi 's and Rabbi - 's. If, 
then, you think Rabbi - should not 
permit his ... (daughter) to plan to 
work to support her intended hus­
band's learning, or his . .. (son) to 

continue studying while his wife 
works, doesn't that belong between 
the two of you - or does it belong 
in a ]TA release? 

Wouldn't your strong opinions 
on the matter better be aired in a 
private chat with Rabbi Moshe 
Feinstein, Rabbi Yaakov 
Kamenetzky, Rabbi Yaakov 
Yitzchok Ruderman, Rabbi Shneur 
Kotler, Rabbi Baruch Sorotzkin, 
who encourage the practice where 
they believe it worthwhile - rather 
than in a press release to Ben Gallob 
(of ]TA) and George Vescey (of the 
Times)? 

Doesn't your approach consist of 
Hotzo'as Shem Ra and Chillul 
Hashem? 

I am writing you in anger and 
dismay - yes; but in brotherhood, 
too. I would very much welcome 
your withdrawing your statement 
through the medium where it ap­
peared (not JO); and then Jewish 
Observer will be spared the neces­
sity to comment about errors in 
statistics and the faulty judgment of 
fellow Orhthodox Jews, who are 
leaders and spokesmen for our peo­
ple. 

I am truly looking forward to 
hearing from you. 

Most sincerely, 
Rabbi Nissan Wolpin 

Editor, The Jewish Observer 

Rabbi Wurzberger favored us 
with a personal reply in which he 
asks: "Let the record be straight," 
for contrary to what I seemed to 
have inferred, he does appreciate 
the kolel society. It would surely be 
a service to the RCA - and Kial 
Yisroel, too - if tens of thousands 
of readers of JT A syndicated stories 
would learn of the RCA's positive 
attitude toward kolellim -
regardless of what press releases 
seem to say. I do not have direct ac-
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cess to JT A, but it is a privilege to 
print the explanation in our pages, 
so we guote in full: 

Dear Rabbi Wolpin: 
I have your letter of February 

8th. I believe you and others are dis­
playing an inordinate sensitivity to 
the issue and a complete misunder­
stading of the thrust of my remarks. 

There was no criticism of Kolel­
lim made or intended. I do not have 
to defend my reverence for those 
who make Torah their "umanus". 
We were, however, dealing with the 
topic of the weakening fabric of the 
Jewish family and the fact that it 
l-ias reached into our observing 
vrthodox community and even into 
the rabbinate. We were seeking a 
sociological reason for family dis­
cord, and among dozens of factors, 
the working wife who is exposed to 
the non-Torah community and 
even to a hostile environment was 
one factor. We did not imply that 
these women should quit their jobs 
but similarly one doesn't close his 
eyes to realities. I am sure that it is 
an issue of which the leaders of 
Kolellim are well aware, and 
perhaps one should point out the 
situation varies from one Kolel to 
another. 

Let the record be straight, we do 
not and have not criticized any 
Yeshivas. All of them are our most 
precious possessions as the dis­
seminators of Torah. That does not 
mean that the comment is complete­
ly forbidden. We have an interest in 
their well being, we help them and 
we have a duty to comment with 
love and admiration. 

We would love the opportunity 
to confer with some of the Roshei 
Yeshiva you mention. We have 
never avoided it and often sought it. 

Sincerely, 
Rabbi Walter 5. Wurzburger 

President of Rabbinical Council of 
America. 

We surely agree that comment is 
not forbidden. Problem areas must 
be exposed and discussed with the 
responsibility that "love and ad­
miration" usually breeds. But that 
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only applies if there really exists a 
problem of family discord in kolel 
families - providing a legitimate 
starting point for a discussion. In 
reality, however, the opposite 
procedure was followed here. The 
RCA was "seeking a sociological 
reason for family discord," claimed 
to find it in the one area where there 
is generally a remarkable absence of 
family discord, and then proclaimed 
its existence to the whole world 
through the media, instead of a 
whisper in the kolel's ear - which is 
the accepted procedure where "love 
and admiration" are the only 
motivations for one's conduct. (We 
went through this once before in 
regard to a N.Y. Times story about 
an RCA criticism of "too many 

yeshivas" in one section or another 
of Greater New York - see JO: 
June '77 and Sept. '77.) 

Nonetheless, Rabbi Wurz­
burger's letter should still be taken 
as a salutory indication. It does state 
unequivocally that the RCA 
leadership has the highest regard 
for Torah institutions. In addition, 
we have been familiar with how 
some of its members permit their 
children to conduct their lives 
... Now, if only the RCA press 
releases would reflect these realities, 
instead of using the public media to 
misrepresent the crowning glory of 
the yeshiva experience - the kolel 
years, perhaps discouraging others 
from emulating the noble example 
they represent! !..'i'. 

-(.'? 

·,~b\ 7/ztJ 4'l·~\i ~:-- ~·< ;~, 
·. ·.i •• ~-· _\' 
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leuers to rlze Ediror 

"Holocaust" and 
American Yeshivos 

To the Editor: 
Whether it was so intended or 

not, the articles by Sylvia Fuchs, 
Rabbi Brenner, and Rabbi Kaplan 
in the January issue were correctly 
presented with the material on the 
Holocaust, in line with the Midrash 
that explains the inserting of the 
story of Yehuda and Tamar in 
Parshas Vayeshev at the point of 
the sale of Yoseif: "Before the first 
enslaver was born, the final 
redeemer was born" (Midrash Rab­
ba 85:2). Since the descent of Yoseif 
into Egypt led to enslavement under 
Pharaoh, the birth of Peretz to 
Yehuda and Tamar led to ultimate 
redemption by Moshiach ben 
Dovid. 

Similarly, before the flames of 
destruction turned the Torah land­
scape of Europe into ashes, the 
sparks were being slowly struck in 
America for the flames of construc­
tion that would later forge a Torah 
landscape in the New World. Just as 
we can view the growth of Torah 
living in America as a consolation 
for the loss of Torah life in Europe, 
so may we soon view the redemp­
tion by Moshiach as a consolation 
for the enslavements by the 
Pharaohs of so many generations. 

(RABBI) ELKANAH SCHWARTZ 

Brooklyn, New York 

EV 7-1750 
~,,,,o "".)_(e 

nre·~i"C1.,~ "'C!i'~·~~,",t:~' 
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"Partnership" Dividends 

To the Editor: 
In his article "The Partnership," 

Rabbi Kaplan highlighted the share 
Zevulun would again in the sachar 
(reward) for Yissachar's Torah 
study. His share in another area that 
is even more exciting was hardly 
touched upon. 

According to the Chofetz Chaim 
in Shmiras HaLashon Sha'ar 
Ha Torah, Chapter 6: "In the sacred 
literature it is recorded that one who 
supports a scholar, even if he is an 
Am Ha'aretz (ignoramus) in this 
life, also will possess (the other's) 
Torah knowledge in the World-to­
Come. How much wouldn't a 
scholar in a specific section of the 
Talmud give to have command of 
other sections of the Talmud or 
parts of the Shulchan Aruch (such 
as Yorah Deah or Choshen 
Mishpat) which another, im­
poverished scholar is studying! 

"If a person would but con­
template this and really think into 
it, imagine how he would pursue 
scholars and endeavor with his ut­
most to cleave to them and support 
them, far beyond the manner in 
which he pursues a lucrative 
partner in worldly matters." 

CHAIM SHAPIRO 

Baltimore, Maryland 
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Make this Passover Different • • • 
<Jse 

LETTERS CONTINUED 

The Prerequisites 
of Yissachar-ship 

To the Ed1hJL 
Aryeh Kaplan's "Yissachar and 

Zevulun" article in the January is­
sue was excellent, as his articles 
always are. I i.vould like to comment 
on one point that he makes. 

"But Providence endows every 
individual with special gifts While 
Yissachar had a talent for Torah 
study... True, people are en­
dowed with different degrees of 
clarity and depth of thought, 
quickness of mind, power of 
memory, and so on, which can only 
be labeled as gifts from above 
Chazal tells us. however. that the 

key ingredient in the study of Torah 
is '·K,UiVi Kn;..iio" assistance from 
1-!ashem Yisborach and this corres­
ponds directly to the amount of ef­
fort a person puts into his learning 
and the sincerity with which he 
studies (what Chazal term Torah 
lisl1ma). 

The Steipler Rav, Rabbi Y. 
Kanievsky, K"\J,~iV, in his ,,n -i::io 

0?1)1 expounds upon this point and 
stresses the fact that one should not 
use intellectual capacity as a means 
of measuring his chances for suc­
cess at becomlng a Torah scholar. 
He recounts the story of a boy who 
came to the Chasam Sofer, Rabbi 
Moshe Sofer. (19th century leader) 
?"YT and asked if he could be ad­
mitted to his yeshiva. Not only was 
the boy devoid of Torah 
knowledge, but worse yet, it was 
soon apparent that his degree of in­
telligence was below average. The 
Chasam Sofer felt that if the boy 
had a desire to learn, he was 

THE l?ASS0VER HAGGAOAH 
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and Moshe Berliner 
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obligated to help him, and so the 
boy was admitted to the yeshiva. He 
studied diligently and blossomed 
into a brilliant Torah scholar. He 
eventually became a rosh beisdin 
(head of a rabbinical court of law) 
and is often quoted in the works of 
the Chasam Sofer. 

Th is story is not one of a kind, 
the Steipler Rav says, but one of 
many. (He quotes the Meiri on 
Mish lei who makes the same point.) 
If a person studies Torah with the 
proper intentions and desire, G-d 
often grants him new gifts and 
raises his degree of intellect. And so, 
the study of Torah is much more 
than a talent. "?x ~.nxYn x?1 i.ny.;,i 
]'l'.lKn - If one claims that he has 
struggled to understand the Torah 
and. has not succeeded, do not 
believe him." 

SHIMON FINKELMAN 

Laketoood, Neto Jersey 

JS RAEL 

Partnership Exchange 

To the Editor: 

The article by Rabbi A. Kaplan in 
your Shevat issue about the 
Partnership between Yissachar and 
Zevulun was an impressive eye 
opener. I hope it will help make 
such partnerships a dynamic force 
in furthering the growth of Torah. 

The relationship of these two 
tribes can be seen by their cor­
responding stones on. the Kohein 
Gadol's breastplate. Each stone was 
a symbol of one of the twelve tribes, 
bv which to show that tribe's 
ri8hteousness to HASHEM. 

The sapphire stone for Yissachar 
was the color of the pure sky, a 
symbol of the purity, holiness and 
light-saving rays of the Torah. It is 
also a sign of humbleness and love 
of peace and numerous other 
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Brooklyn's Largest Hat Center wisely. By supporting Yissachar, 
Zevulun was successful in all his 
business endeavors. But if a person 
does not do this, his wealth is not 
guaranteed (Yalkut Me'am Loez). 
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f' 
LETTERS CONTINUED 

qualities identical to those of the 
ideal talmid chacham (see Yalkut 
Me'am Loez and Rabbeinu Bechaya 
on Parshas Tetzaveh). 

When viewing this stone, one 
sees a reflection of a dense cloud, as 
by the giving of the Torah "there 
were sounds, and lightning, and a 
dense cloud over the mountain." 
But this serves as a dual symbol; the 
darkened mind of the talmid 
chacham in need of financial sup­
port to help him continue his learn­
ing. 

The pearl is the symbol for 
Zevulun, a sign of success in 
business. It is round to demonstrate 
that all worldly possessions are like 
a wheel: a man may be wealthy to­
day but in poverty tomorrow. To 
prevent this, he must use his money 

SCHECHTER'S 

·:~~:·/1117/ill£4N"@' 
until ocluraolllf •LOCl- 1111a tc 1101 st. MIAMI BEACH 

It would seem from this, that a 
Yissachar-Zevulun relationship is 
not just a one-side-at-a-time 
relationship, in which Zevulun sup­
ports Yissachar in this world and 
thereby shares the merit of his 
learning in the World-to-Come; but 
rather Yissachar's part is active im­
mediately causing Zevulun 's suc­
cess. Literally the best business 
partner in the world l 

(A point in question would be: 
Does Zevulun merely provide Yis­
sachar with adequate financial sup­
port to get an equal share in Yis­
sachar's merit or must he share his 
income equally to get an equal 
share?) 
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More on Kiryat Shmona 

To the Editor: 
It was with keen interest that I 

read Hanoch Teller's account of his 
personal experience with Sheirut 
La' am. His criticism focuses on but 
one facet of a program which suf­
fers from a lack of definitive goals 
and even worse, from a failure to 
perceive its incredible potential im­
pact upon the State of Israel. 

What exists is but a vague con­
sensus that the program should be 
of domestic ana external benefit. 
Domestically. Sheirut La' am should 
and could augment the Govern­
ment's developmental efforts, par­
ticularly those associated with the 
absorption and acculturation of 
new immigrants. Externally, the 
program should and could develop 
strong support for the state; at 
minimum, volunteers return to their 
communities and governments to 
support Israel. The maximum gain, 
of course, is a substantial increase in 
aliya. 

A vague consensus is not suf­
ficient to maximize the program's 
potential. Those of us who have 
worked as professionals in the field 
of voluntarism recognize why the 
program has failed to the point that 
Americans and Israelis connected 
with aliya discourage involvement 
in the program lest it have the op­
posite of its intended effect. 

Sheirut Laam's problems were 
discussed with me while consulting 
with the the Israeli Government in 
September and November of 1976. I 
was there working with some very 
innovative staff members of the 

Hirsch Ginsberg 
Investment Executive 

Shearson Hayden Stone Inc 
1406 Kings Highway 
Brooklyn New York 11229 
212 627 7345 
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Ministry of Welfare to establish a 
volunteer program for the elderly. 
Unfortunately. the convoluted 
nature of politics or perhaps the 
labyrinth that is inherent in so 
many efforts. has frustrated my at­
tempts to offer my expertise to 
restructure the program. Indeed, the 
unprofessional management of op­
portunities for professionals is a 
major obstacle for many who want 
to make aliya; however, that is 
another story. JEFFREY M. HAMMER 

~------AADWt-----~ 
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Copies A SUMMARY OF HALACHOS 
OF THE FOUR MINIM at $1.50 

For information regarding other publications bi-' the author. inquire at your Hebrew book store or directly to the author 

\Nhen ordering from the author, add 25 cents per volume or cassette for postage and handling 

SPECIAL RATES FOR BULK ORDERS Prep;iid orders accepted only 
L.. _________ _ 
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1977) Rabbi Wolpin quite correctly 
points up the positive actions that 
have been done to bring Torah to 
those in our midst who have been 
kept from its life-giving waters. My 
heart is filled with gladness when I 
see praise in the pages of J.O. for 
the work of Orthodox organizations 
other than the Agudah movement. 
Perhaps someday our presently­
divided Orthodox leadership will 
form a council for Operation 
T.R.U.T.H. - Timely Return to 
Unity through Torah and Halacha. 

Meanwhile, in the Diaspora. the 
rate of intermarriage and assimila­
tion continues to move upward. 
The peril of these twin evils to 
Jewish survival threatens us now 
more than ever because the propor­
tion of those separated from Torah 
observance and Torah knowledge is 
so great, and because there are 
organized groups within our own 
ranks who have sanctioned and 
legitimized intermarriage. Reform 
clergymen have been most guilty of 
this practi'te; but even where 
Reform and Conservative 
clergymen are sincerely opposed to 
intermarriage, their emphasis of 
"social religi0.1" has remade their 
Judaism into a kind of humanist 
faith, obliterating Jewish par­
ticularist standards. Logically, the 
idealistic Jewish youth, acquainted 
with this blurry Judaism, can accept 
a non-Jew as a marriage partner as 
long as this partner is a "decent 
human being., and has "high 
human and social principles." The 

Agudist Benevolent Society 
Gmillas Chesed 

or 
Lapidus Bros. 

Gemilath Chesed 
Assn. of the Crown Hts. 

Agudath Israel Inc. 
for applications call 

Rabbi Joshua Silbermintz 
at 964-1620 or write 
c/ o Agudath Israel 

5 Beekman St., 
New York, N.Y. 10038 
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misguided youth can well ask, 
"Isn't that the purpose of religion 
anyhow?" 

Another terribly serious danger 
that is eating away at our religious 
unity is the acceptance by many 
Orthodox rabbis and organizations 
of the "rabbinical" status of those 
who call themselves rabbis and 
publicly exercise rabbinical 
authority while at the same time 
they are diminishing, neg a ting, or 
destroying the very halachic tradi­
tions that have been and are 
protecting the integrity of the 
Jewish people. The public elevation 
and recognition·· of such "rabbis" 
has made a mockery of Torah prin­
ciples and is a gigantic consumer 
fraud upon the Jewish People. 
These "rabbis" preach a "Judaism" 
divorced from halacha, and thus 
they constitute a stumbling block in 
the path of their sincere Jewish fol­
lowers who are thereby deprived of 
the opportunity to return to authen­
tic Judaism. This deviant clergy, 
now more chutzpadik than ever, is 
even threatening Eretz Yisroel and 
demanding the right to tear asunder 
the religious unity of- the People of 
Israel. 

Today there is a universal de­
mand for "truth i"' labelling." This 
principle must be applied to the 
professional sellers of "Judaism" -
the "rabbis," "Temples," "Jewish 
Centers," as well. 

IRVING GAVRIN 

Parsippany, New Jersey 

THE WORLD FAMOUS 
DIGEST OF MEFORSHJM 

'~1p'i 111:J 'mp'i 
'7"lT 1;.70,N '7N·~i.:J ,., l",i1i1~ 

A..-ailable af 

LEKUTEI INC. 
c/o I. Rosenberg 

10 We~t 47th Street, Room 702 
New York, N. Y. 10036 

20 Volumes on Torah, Perek, 
Medrash, Megilas and Talmud. 
Proceeds of sales disfributed among 

YeshiYos and used for reprinting 
of volumes out-of-print 

PRICE$6PER VOLUME 
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!KARKA IN ISRAEL 

J~ 
~)1'.f -..,..,.. 

K"\llnl K\l/'1? ;n::in 
Chevra Kadisha 

I Take advantage of the opportunity 
to purchase cemetery plots in 
Eretz Yisroel in Mifgash Shimshon 
near Yerushalayim through our 
newly established 

CHEVRAH OSEH CHESED 
OF AGUDATH ISRAEL Har Hamenuchot • Har Haze1s1m 

Eretz f-iachaim 
Burial in Jerusalem 

And All Cemeteries In Israel 

maalln Ba~ob€sh 
SOCl€ty 

26 CANAL ST, 
NEW YORK CITY 10002 

Membership in the Chevra en­
titles one to all benefits which 
accompany the services of a 
Chevra Kadisha and interment. 
When you purchase a plot from 
the Chevra Oseh Chesed of Agu­
dath Israel, you are supporting the 
many Agudist activities especially 
the Pirchei and Bnos activities as 
well as a Free Loan Fund in Israel. 

D~y & Ntte Phont 

233-7878 
For an application dnd information call: 

AWAY FROM HOME ... 
TORAH AT ITS BEST! 
In Suburban Cleveland .. 

A yeshiva high school in a beautiful 
setting. 

The Jacob Sapirsteln Mesivta High 
School, located on a picturesque, seveA­
acre campus, offers: 

(2121 964-1620 

MESIVTA 

•A religious studies program which has sent many young men 
to yeshivas in the United States and Israel. These students have 
excelled in their studies and made the name of Mesivta a respected 
one in the yeshiva world. 

•A complete, strong secular course of studies on a college 
preparatory level. 

•A close relationship between students and faculty. 
•A spacious park-like campus with its own sports facilities, 

including a swimming pool. 
•Utilization of computer technology in both the religious and 

secular studies program. Equipment features printouts in both 
Hebrew and English. 

T e!ephone inquiries (collect) to Rabbi Joseph Abrams or Rabbi Harry Mayer 
(216) 382·6495 
In New York area 
(212) %4· 1620 

JACOB SAPIRSTEIN MESIVTA HIGH SCHOOL 
1975 Lyndway Rd. Cleveland, Ohio 44121 
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LETTERS CONTINUED 

"Song Of Faith" 

To the Editor: 
I read with great interest Rabbi 

Brenner's article "Song of Faith" 
(Jan. 78). My grandmother sung 
that song to me! I had never heard it 
from anyone else and I thought it 
was unique to her. I wonder if any 
J.O. readers know something about 
the origins of this song. Apparently 
it was wide spread as my grand­
mother came from Lithuania and 
Rabbi Brenner's from Austro­
Hungary. 

SHIMON REIT 
Brooklyn, New York 

The only Orthodox English-Yiddish 
weekly in the world 

presenting the authentic 
Torah viewpoint. 

Stimulating! Informative! 
World-wide coverage of news. 

JEWISH TRIBUNE 
97, Stamford Hill 

London, N. 16. England 

Annual Subscription: Airmail $35. 
Surface Mail $18.50. 
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MMML. 
KffiffR 9 oo~ 

KOSHER FOR 
PASSOVER 

•SLICED AMERICAN 
•SLICED SWISS 
•SLICED MUENSTER 
•SLICED COLBY 
•SLICED SMOKED 
•BABY GOUDA 
•BABY MUENSTER 
•CHEDDAR 51 ICKS 
•HICKORY SMOKED BAR 
•LOW-SODIUM 

COLBY CHEESE 
PLUS NEW 
•FARMER'S CHEESE 
•MUENSTER CHUNK 
•MOZZARELLA CHUNK 
•COLBY CHUNK 

Cheese !overs, have you been looking for kosher 
Colby or Cheddar, a kosher Baby Gouda or Hickory 

Smoked Cheese? You'll find them under the "MIGDAL" 
brand. Quality cheese-for Passover and throughout the year 

- under strictest Rabbinical supervision of K'hal Adath Jeshurun 
(Rabbi Dr. Joseph Breuer), New York. 

Thurm Bros.-World Cheese Co., Inc., New York, N.Y. 10013 

A Note of Gratitude and a Plea for Further Help 

The adjoining notice has appeared several times in the pages of The Jewish 
Observer, pleading with the readers to extend themselves to help a tragedy 
stricken family survive trauma and cope with every-day existence. 
Your response has been most encouraging and has enabled us to forward sub­
stantial sums of money to the children of this needy family. They have asked us 
to convey their thanks to their many unknown benefactors. 
May we ask you to take their plight to heart once again, in the spirit of "One 
who begins a mitzva is urged to complete it." With the approach of Pesach, the 
joyous Festival of Redemption, this orphaned family must not suffer the added 
hardships of poverty and ]onliness. Please demonstrate your continued concern 
for this family with a generous tiitiin niyr.:i contribution to 

Mifal Tzeddaka V'Chessed c/o Yonoson Israel 
1680 59th St. I Brooklyn, N.Y. 11204 I (212) 837-6674 

Note to our many Canadian and overseas friends: 
Please make checks payable in U.5. currency. 
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Two By Rotbard 

The Sign 

in and out, in and out 
all morning through 
and nobody closes the door 

in America we used to say 
were you born in a barn or something, 
but that's not the point 
it's just that all too often 
we don't stop to think 

yet that chilly wind 
keeps pouring in 
spilling down our backs 

you know, we' re catching a cold in here 
and certainly don't have a mind to study 
so we scribble out a note 
and tape it to where everyone can see 
"Upon leaving or entering, 
Please close the door!" 

and you know something, 
it works! 
after all, we're only people 
and its the nature of this 
fine and fickle intricate machine 
that it tends to forget 

and so the Holy One Blessed-be-He 
gave His people the Shabbos 
to keep for a sign 
that in six days He created 
heaven and earth and all the hosts therein 

as well as to remind 
us of that moment at Sinai 
and that there soon will come a time 
which will be forever Shabbos 
when all famine and crime and sorrow will cease 

on that day will the Lord be One 
and His Name One, 
after all, 
we're only human 
and tend to forget. 
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The Subtle Element 

This poem is dedicated to the "thinkers" of our age 
who have made men out of monkeys and monkeys out 
of men. 

0. K. so you think 
rocks flew out from rocks 
or light fostered light 
or the most elemental elements 
started from naught 

yet, even after your claim 
at having settled 
the matter 
just how do you, still and all 
account for 
the thought! 

AVRAHAM YISHAYAHU ROTBARD, a native of Milwaukee, 
studies full-time in Yeshivat Dvar Yerushalayim, in Jerusalem. His 
poem "Wailing Wall" appeared in the Sept. '74 J,0. 
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Agudath Israel After the Israeli Elections: A 
New Era for the Torah Yishuv?, June 77; 
Update: Coalition Agreement in Ac­
tion, Jan 78. 

Archaeoly A Glimpse at Jerusalem of Anti­
quity (a review article), Sept '77. 

Assimilation Who's Saving American Jewry?, 
Dec. '77; 

Avos lhe Imprint of Yitzchok Avinu, Feb­
Mar '77; Yitzchok: Bringer of the 
Ge'ulah, Feb-Mar '77; Of Truth, 
Responsibility and Zeal, Dec. '77. 

Books in Review Shir Hashirirn, Translation 
and Commentary, Feb-Mar '77; Pas­
sover Haggadah, Translation and Com­
mentary, Feb--Mar 77; A Summary of 
Halachos of Pesach (with tapes), Feb­
Mar '77; Rational Irrational Man, April 
'77; The Book of Samuel !, Translation 
and Commentary, April '77; Waters of 
Eden, The Mystery of the Mikvah, June 
'77; Love Means Reaching Out, June 
'77; The World ls My Teacher, June 77; 
Guide to the Mezuzah, June '77; Sign 
And Glory ~ Anthology on Tefi!lin, 
June '77; Ahavath Chesed, The Love of 
Kindness as Required by G-d, June '77; 
Digging Up Jerusalem, Sept 77; 
Legends of Jerusalem, Sept '77; Israel's 
Temple Mount.. Sept 77; Anvil of S1'nai, 
Dec. 77; Oholei Yeshurun, Dec. 77; 
Time for Torah, Dec. '77; Jewthink; A 
Guide to Rea! Judaism, Dec. '77; The 
New Country, Jan. '78; The American 
Jewish Calendar, Jan. '78; Tradition, Jan. 
'78. 

Cemeteries The Struggle to Protect Jewish 
Cemeteries in Poland, Dec. '76. 

Chassidic Jews The Novominsker Rebbe, 
Rabbi Nochum Mordechai Perlow, 
Dec. '77; The Gerer Rebbe, April '77. 

Colonial U.S.A. 1776: A Homegrown Torah 
Pioneer in America-Gershon Mendes 
Seixas, Jan. 77. 

Community A Question of Evaluation, Feb­
Mar 77. 

Conservative Judaism Law of Return and the 
Conservative Future {Second Looks), 
Sept. '77. 

SI JBJECTS 

Divorce A "Get" in Monscy, Dec. 76. 

Federation What is Fedt-:ation Doing With 
the Jewish Charity Dollar? (a position 
raper), Feb-Mar 77; Who's Saving 
American Jewry?, Dec. 77. 

Festivals Shir Shel Shavuos (a poern), April 
77; Succa Sparks, Sept '77. 

Hashkofa (Ideology) The Dimensions of a 
Tragedy, Jan. 77; A Question of [valua-
1.ion, Feh-Mar 77; The !rnprint of 
Evaluation, Feb-Mar '77; Yitzchok: 
Bringer of the Ge'ulah1 Feb-Mar '77; 
Crisis in Parent-Children Relations, 
April '77; Sul.La Sparks, Sept '77; 
"'Holocaust" - A Study of the lerm, 
and the Epoch !t Is Meant to Describe, 
Oct. '77; tv1ore Than lv1itzvah­
Observance: A Matter of Values, Dec. 
'77; Of Truth, Re:.ponsibility, and Zeal, 
Dec. '77; Following the Guidance of the 
Torah Personality, Dec. '77; 
"Holocaust" - Letters to the Editor, Jan. 
'78; Reviewing a Shiur: Rabbi Hutner's 
''Holocaust" Seminar, Jan_ '78. 

Holocaust Siee VVorld War IL 

Intermarriage \.-\!ho's Saving A111erican 
Jewry?, Dec. '77. 

Israel Girls in the lsrae!i Army: A Crisis? (Se­
cond Looks), Jan. '77; A Home for the 
'Talit' (Second looks), Jan. '77; Torah 
Consciousness on the Border, De<:. '77; 
Comment (Second looks), Dec. 77. 

Israel - Politics The Neo-Hel!enists, Shab­
bos, and Fall of the Government (Se­
cond looks), Jan. 77; "Breira" - Are 
There No Alternatives? {Second looks), 
Feb-Mar '77; On Participation in the 
Israeli Elections, April 77; After the 
Israeli Elections: A New Era for the 
Torah Yishuv?, June '77; Jewish 
Diplomacy Without ·Torah, Jewish Peo­
ple Without a History, Sept '77; The Law 
of Return and the Conservative Future 
(Seconds Look~), Sept 77; Shabbos and 
the State (Second looks), Dec. 77; Up­
date: Coalition Agreen1ent in Action, 
Jan. 78. 

Israel - Religion After the Israeli Elections: A 
New Era for the Torah Yishuv?, June '77; 
Shabbos and the State (Second looks), 
Dec. '77; Update: Coalition Agreement 
in Action, Jan. 78. 

Jerusalem A Gli1npse at Jerusalem of Anti­
quity (a review article), Sept 77. 

Jewish Education Letters to the Editor, Dec. 
'76; The Day Schools in the U.S., 
Another View, Jan. '77; A Postscript -
Cornmunity Controlled Day Schools: 
The Way Things Are, Jan. '77; Crisis in 
Parent-Children Relationships, April 
'77; New Casks for O!d \A/ines (a review 
article), June 77; The Many Crises of 
Yeshiva Day School Education, Jan. 78; 
And Now a Word From Our Fathers. 
Jan. 78. 

Jewish History Jewish Diplorr1acy Without 
Torah, Jewish People Without a History, 
Sept 77. 

Jews In Europe lhe Struggle to Protect Jewish 
Cemeteries in Poland, Dec. '76; 
Dateline 1976: In Search for Polish 
Jewry, Dec. 76; The World of Novardok, 
Feb-Mar 77; Rabbi Yerucham Levovitz, 
June 77. 

Jews In Mexico The Mexico City Junket, Oct 
77. 

Jews in U.S.A. The Day Schools in the U.S.A., 
Another View, Jan. '77; A Postscript -
Community Controlled Day Schools: 
The Way Things Are, Jan. '77; 1776: A 
Homegrown Torah Pioneer in America 
Gershom Mendes Seixas, Jan. 77; 
"Breira" - Are There No Alternatives? 
(Second looks), Feb-M.:ir '77; Reb 
Ellahu Meir Bloch, Sept. '77; Bringing 
Torah to the Valley, Oct. '77; Who's Sav­
ing American Jewry? Dec, '77; 
Orthodoxy - Exotic and Otherwise, 
Dec. '78; The Many Crises of Yeshiva 
Day Schoo! Education, Dec. '78; And 
Now a Word From Our Fathers, ).:in. 78; 
Song of Faith, Jan. '78; The Picture 
Album, Passport to Other Worlds, Jan. 
'78. 

Kashrus Kosher Consumerism and the 
Mezuza Law {Second looks), Sept '77. 

Copies of articles listed are available in back issues at one dollar each. If the issue is out of print, a photo~copy of the 
specified article will be sent at the same rate. Write to: The Jewish Observer I Back Issue Department / 5 Beekman St. 
New York, N.Y. 10038. Remittance must accompany your order. 
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11Kiruv Rechokim" Coming Closer: The 
Conventional Yeshiva's Role in "Kiruv 
Rechokim", April '77; The Ba'al Teshuva 
Speaks: "I've Had My Lack of Faith 
Shaken", June '77; Launching a Teshuva 
Movement: "It's Time to Go Profes­
sional", June '77; Bringing Torah to the 
Valley, Oct '77; The Mexico City 
Junket, Oct. 77; Torah Consciousness 
on the Border, Dec. '77. 

leadership Following the C,uidance of the 
Torah Personality, Dec. 77. 

Literature Of Nobel Prizes and Symbolic Jews 
(Second Looks), Dec. '76; Dealing with 
"Churban Europa'', OcL 'n; Com¥ 
rnents on "Dealing with the Holocaust", 
Jan. '78. 

Mezuzos Kosher Consumerism and the 
,\,1ezuza Law (Second LooksL Sept '77. 

Mitzva Observance A "Gel" in Monsey, Dec. 
76; Judging in Daily Life, Feb-Mar 77; 
Crisis in Parent-Children Relations, 
April '77; The Partnt!rship, Jan. 78. 

Mussar Movement The World of Novardok, 
Feb-Mar '77; Rabbi Yerucham Levovitz, 
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Narrative RPb E!iahu l\1\eir Bloch, Sept 177; 
ThumbPrints, Oct. '77; Bringing Torah 
to the Valley, Oct. 77; The tvtexico City 
Junket, Oct. 77; Song of Faith, Jan. '78. 

Personalities The Novominsker Rebbe, Rabbi 
Nochum Mordechai Perlow, Dec. '76; 
The Ben lsh Chai, Dec. '76; 1776: A 
Homegrown Torah Pioneer in America 
Gershom Mendes Seixas, Jan. 77; 
Remembering Reb ltzikel, Rabbi 
Moshe Yitzchok Gewirczman, Jan. '77; 
The Gerer Rebbe; Feb-Mar '77; The 
Gerer Rebbe, April '77; Rabbi Yaakov 
Culi, Author of MeAm Loez, April '77; 
Rabbi Yerucham Levovitz, June 77; Reb 
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Photographic Essay Dateline 19i6: In Search 
for Polish Jewry, Dec. '76. 

Poetry Shir Shel Shavuos, April '77; Ozyman­
dius in Rome, Dec. '77. 

Psychology Letters to the Editor, Oct. '77. 

Belsky, Rabbi Meir The Day Schools in the 
U.S., Another View, Jan. '77. 

Bleich, Rabbi J. David Jews in Rus5ia Today: 
Fact and Fiction, Dec. '77. 

Brafman, Rabbi Aaron Crisis in Parent­
Children Relations, April 77. 

Brenner, lewis Song of Faith, Jan. '78. 
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Jewry (Second Looks), June '77; 
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Looks), Jan. 78. 
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'77; Cataloguing Jewish Life - the 
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Tefillin Kosher Consumerism and the 
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Oct. '77; More Than Mitzva-
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Succa Sparks, Sept ''77. 

Druck, Rabbi Moshe Akiva (adaptations) 
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of the Term, and the Epoch ft Is Mean't 
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Yeshiva Education Letters to the Editor, Dec. 
'76; What is Federation Doing With thr:> 
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paper}, Feb-Mar '77; In Flight From 
Confrontation, Feb-Mar 77; Coming 
Closer: The Conventional Yeshiva's 
Role in ''Kiruv Rechokim", April 77; 
Letters to the Editor, April '77; The Ba' al 
Teshuva Speaks: "I've Had .lv1y Lark of 
Faith Shaken", June '77; Launching a 
Teshuva Movement: "It's Time to Go 
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Yeshivos? (Second Looks), June '77; Reb 
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ZEIREI AGUDATH ISRAEL 
of America 

Announces a Series of Shiruim in 

HILCHOS PESACH 
A comprehensive shiur on the 
intricacies of Hilchos Pesach 

with an emphasis on 
practical applications. 

Given in English by 

Rabbi Shimon Eider 
Author of 'Hafachos of Shabbos', 

·Halachos of the Eruv', Chaver HaKolel 
Beth Medrash Govoha, Lakewood 

The Shiurim will take place: 
SUN. MARCH 26th (17 ADAR 2) 
Topic: A Discussion of Products, 
Medications & Cosmetics for Pesach 

SUN. APRIL 2, (24 ADAR 2) 
Topic: A Discussion of Bedikas 

Chometz, Biyur, Bitul, and 
Mechiras Chometz. 

SUN. APRIL 9, (2 NISSAN) 
Topic: The Mitzvos, Minhagim and 

Shiurim of the Seder 

SUN. APRIL 16 (9 NISSAN) 
Topic: Kashering and Preparation of 

the Home for Pesach 

Cong. B'NAI YOSEF 
1614 Ocean Pkwy(cor. Av. P) 

Brooklyn, New York 
Time: 8:00 P.M. 

IS AVENUE 
SEFORIM.& GIFT CENTER 

soot-18.Avenue 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11204 

(212) 633-9:1.25 

• Large 11tledlon of D•.,lllJ 
and English Books 

• We .11tll .exclusively all 
lecture tapes of 
.Rabbi Avigdor Miller K"""''*' · 

• Wonderful story tapes for 
children (in Yiddish) 
by Rabbi L. Welllstock K"·"'"'*' 

(from M9nsey) 

so 

Feitman, Rabbi Yaakov Of Nobel Prizes and 
Symbolic Jews (Second Looks), Dec. '76; 
"Holocaust" - A Study of the Term, 
and the Epoch It Is Meant to Describe 
(adaptation), Oct. 77; Hutner's 
"Holocaust" Seminar (adaptation}, Jan. 
'78. 

Feuerman, Rabbi Chaim "Holocaust" - A 
Study of the Term, and the Epoch It Is 
Meant to Describe (adaptation), Oct '77. 

Fuchs, Sylvia And Now a Word From Our 
Fathers, Jan. '78 

Henfield, Avrohom Coming Closer: The 
Conventional Yeshiva's Role in "Kiruv 
Rechokim", April '77. 

Homnick, Yaakov D. Thoughts from the 
Roshei HaYeshiva (an adaptation), Feb~ 
Mar '77. 

Hutner, Rabbi Yitzchok (adaptations) 
"Holocaust" - A Study of the Term, 
and the Epoch It Is Meant to Describe, 
Oct. '77; Reviewing a Shiur: Rabbi 
Hutner's "Holocaust" Seminar, Jan. '78. 

Jung, Pinchos Remembering Reb ltzikel, 
Rabbi Moshe Yitzchok Gewirczman, 
Jan. '77. 

Kamenetzky, Rabbi Yaakov (adaptations) The 
Imprint of Yitzchok Avinu, Feb-Mar '77; 
Of Truth, Responsibility and Zeal, Dec. 
'77. 

Kaplan, Rabbi Aryeh A "Get" in Monsey, 
Dec. 76; Books in Review, Feb-Mar '77; 
Rabbi Yaakov Culi, Author of MeAm 
Loez, April 77; The Partnership, Jan. 78. 

Kaufman, Rabbi Mendel Judging in Daily Life 
(an adaptation, with Rabbi Nissen 
Wolpin), Feb-Mar, '77. 

Keller, Rabbi Chaim Dov Reb Eliahu Meir 
Bloch, Sept 'n. 

Lipschitz, Rabbi Chaim Uri A New "Siddur" 
for Reform Jewry (Second looks), June 
'77. 

Lubinsky, Menachem The Gerer Rebbe, 
April 77. 

Miller, Yisroel Mrs. Rosenberg's Yeshiva, Jan. 
'77. 

Oberstein, Rabbi Elchonon A Postscript -
Community Controlled Day Schools: 
The Way Things Are, Jan. '77; Catalogu­
ing Jewish life - the "Havura" Way, 
April 77. 

Pam, Rabbi Avrohom (adaptations) Judging 
in Daily life, Feb-Mar 77. 

"Ploni Alomoni" Shir Shel Shavuous (a 
poem), April '77. 

Rezac, Nehama Consuelo The Ben !sh Chai, 
Dec '76. 

Rosenbaum, Beinish The Novominsker Reb­
be, Rabbi Nochum Mordechai Perlow, 
Dec. '76. 

Rosenberg, Suri (with Rochel Zucker) The 
Mexico City Junket, Oct 'n. 

Ruderman, Rabbi Yaakov Yitzchok (adap­
tations) A Question of Evaluation, Feb­
M a r '77; More Than Mitzvah­
Observance: A Matter of Values, Dec. 
'77. 

Schiller, Mordechai Ozymandius in Rome 
(Second looks), Dec. '77. 

Schostak, Rabbi Zev The Many Crises of 
Yeshiva Day School Education, Jan. '78. 

Schwartz, Rabbi Elkanah Dateline 1976: In 
Search for Polish Jewry, Dec. '76; 
Orthodoxy - Exotic and Otherwise, 
Jan. 78. 

Shapiro, Chaim The World of Novardok, 
Feb-Mar '77; Rabbi Yerucham Levovitz, 
June 77. 

Sherer, Rabbi Moshe What is Federation Do~ 
ing With the Jewish Charity Dollar? (a 
position paper), Feb-Mar 77. 

Singer, Rabbi Shmuel 1776: A Homegrown 
Torah Pioneer in America Gershom 
Mendes Seixs, Jan. 77. 

Teller, Hanoch Torah Consciousness on the 
Border, Dec. 77. 

Toshavi, Ezriel Girls in the Israeli Army: A 
Crisis? (Second looks), Jan. '77; The 
Nee-Hellenists, Shabbos, and Fall of the 
Government (Second looks), Jan. '77; 
After the Israeli Elections: A New Era for 
the Torah Yishuv?, June '77; Jewish 
Diplomacy Without Torah, Jewish Peo­
ple Without a History, Sept 77; Update: 
Coalition Agreement in Action, Jan. 78. 

Turk, Moshe Bringing Torah to the Valley, 
Oct. 77. 

Twerski, Dr. Aaron In Flight From Confronta­
tion, Feb-Mar '77. 

Unsdorfer, Simcha Bunem Thumb Prints, 
Oct. '77. 

Weinberg, Rabbi Noach Launching a 
Teshuva Movement: "It's Time to Go 
Professional", June '77. 

Willis, Ellen The Ba'a! Teshuva Speaks: "I've 
Had My lack of Faith Shaken" (in con­
densation), June '77. 

Wolpin, Rabbi Nisson The Dimensions of a 
Tragedy, Jan. 77; judging in Daily life 
{an adaptation with Rabbi Mendel 
Kaufman), Feb~Mar '77; Succa Sparks 
{an adaption}, Sept 77; Who's Saving 
American Jewry?, Dec 77; The Picture 
Album, Passport to Other Worlds, Jan. 
78. 

Zucker, Rochel (with Suri Rosenberg) The 
Mexico City Junket, Oct. '77. 
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MOETZES GEDOLEI HATORAH 
REVIEWS COALITION AGREEMENT 

JERUSALEM - Commendations to the 
Agudath Israel Knesset deputies for their 
role in realizing the fulfillment of various 
points of the organization's coalition agree­
ment with the Begin government, and a re­
quest that its further implementation be 
speeded up was adopted at a meeting of the 
Moetzes Gedo!ei Ha Torah (Council of Torah 
Sages) after hearing in-depth reports on re­
cent developments. The meeting, which was 
chaired by the famed Ponovezh Rosh 
Yeshiva Rabbi Eliezer Shach, sanctioned the 
continued participation of Agudath Israel in 
the coalition, and adopted a series of other 
resolutions on religious issues. 

The first formal review by the Moetzes 
Gedolel HaTorah of the religious coalition 
agreement took place at a time when its 
members were deE>p!y upset over the abortion 
law, which the Agudah deputies voted 
against. The Agudist Knesset deputies are 
pre::.sing for a quick ratification of an amend­
ment that the government is pledged to pass, 
abolishing "Clause Five" of the abortion law, 
the most harmful section of the act which 
permits abortions under the huge loophole of 
"soda! conditions." The Moetzes Gedo lei 
HaTorah is calling upon religious doctors 
and nurses to refuse to participate in any 
abortions required under this law. 

Among the other items considered at this 
conference of Israel's foremost Torah sages 
were the new large-scale nationwide Torah 
study program for adults launced by 
Agudath Israel, under the direction of three 
prominent Roshei Yeshivos, the urgency of 
helping Agudath Israel in 'Argentina in 
erecting its new Torah center for Latin 
America; and the necessity of obtaining 
government approval for apartments to be 
made available on a rental basis (instead of 
outright purchase) for newlywed couples. 
The Moetzes Gedolei HaTorah also issued a 
proclamation calling upon former Yeshiva 
students to devote their life careers to the 
furtherance of Torah education, and urged 
broader public support of the registration ef­
forts of Chinuch Atzmai to gain masses of 
new students of this unique Torah network. 

Among the participants in the conference 
were the Gerer Rebbe, Rabbi Shach (who 
chaired the gathering), Sadigerer Rebbe, 
Modzitzer Rebbe, Rabbi Sholom Noach 
Brozofsky (Yeshiva Bais Avrohom), Rabbi 
Pinchas Menachem Alter (Yeshiva Sfas 
Emes), Rabbi Yochanan Sofer (Erloyer Rav), 
Rabbi Moshe Shapiro (Yeshiva Ber Yaakov), 
Rabbi Nisson Karelitz (Yeshiva Chazon Ish), 
Rabbi Avrohom Yaakov Zaleznick (Yeshiva 
Etz Chaim), and Rabbi Simcha Zeisel Broyde 
(Yeshiva Chevron). 
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KNESSET LAW BANS GRAVE DIGS 
BY ARCHAEOLOGISTS 

Jerusalem - Archaeologists will no 
longer be permitted to desecrate ancient 
graves in the Holy Land in pursuit of their 
scientific inquiry, as the result of a law pas­
sed in Israel's Knesset by a vote of 35~29. 
The bill was sponsored by Agudath Israel, as 
part of its Knesset coalition agreement. 
Premier Menachem Begin came especially to 
the Knesset in order to vote in favor of the 
bill, which was supported by the Likud and 
the religious parties. The Labor parties were 
joined in their opposition to the bill by the 
Democratic Movement for Change, whose 
leader, Professor Yigal Yadin, a renowned 
aechaeologist, bitterly fought its passage. 

coalition agreement with the Likud, this new 
"Law of Antiquities" was now passed with 
the backing of the Begin government. When 
the Orthodox victory was announced from 
the Knesset tribunal, the rabid anti-religious 
Knesset member Shulamit Aloni shouted in 
frustration: "Agudath Israel has taken over 
the Knesset!" 

KNESSET APPROVES LAW FOR 
SEPARATED BEACH FACILITIES 

Separate swimming facilities for men and 
women who seek this accommodation will 
soon have to be provided by local 
municipalities at all beaches, as the result of a 
law sponsored by Agudath Israel and ap­
proved in Israel's Knesset. With the excep­
tion of the Tel Aviv beaches, observant 
Orthodox Jews in other parts of Israel could 
not until now use the mixed public swim­
ming facilities for religious reasons. 

This legislation is an outgrowth of the 
worldwide protest by Orthodox Jewish 
leaders against the free reign which 
archaeologists have enjoyed in Israel for the 
past few decades, when in pursuit of artifacts 
of ancient life they exhumed and desecrated 
graves containing the remains of revered 
Torah scholars, including those of the Tan­
naim and Amoraim (sages of the Mishna and 
Talmud). When Agudath Knesset member 
Rabbi I.M. Abramovitz sponsored a bill out~ 
!awing grave desecration by archaeologists 
during the previous Knesset session, the ac­
tive opposition of Professor Yadin served to 
kei;:p the measure from passage. Because 
Agudath Israel included the sanctity of these 
graves as one of the important points of its 

According to the new bill now before the 
Knesset Committee on Internal Affairs, 
where its approval is expected because of the 
formal government support it has received, 
all beaches will be required to cordon off 
special sections for segregated swimming. 
The Orthodox Jewish public applauded this 
action, especially since Agudath Israel was 
able to obtain its approval despite the fact 
that the measure is not among the forty-three 
religious concessions which Agudath Israel 
hammered out in its coalition agreement. 

The excitement of Convention '77 available for you, 
to experience ill your own home: 

THE AUDIO VISUAL DEPARTMENT Of'AGUl'>ATIHSMEI.. 

announces the availabili1y of the following tapes of 
the National convention of 5738/1977 

Tape #.l 

Tape #2 

English Language Session: 
"Society's Newest Pressures on Am!lrican Orthodoxy" 

Addresses by: Rabbi .Simon Schwab, 
Rabbi Chaim Llov Keller 

Keynote Session Addresses by: 
Rabbi Moshe 'Feinstein, . Rabbi Menachem 
Porush, Rabbi Moshe Sherer, Rabbi Plnchos 
Menacltem Alter 

Plice $4.00 the set 
Please send your. order. wi.th a che.ck to: 

Audio Visual Department 
Agudath lsrael. of America 

5 Beekman Street 
New Yolk, N.Y. 10038 
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"DON'T TAMPER WITH YESHIVOS' INDEPENDENCE" 
AGUDATH ISRAEL TELLS BOARD OF REGENTS 

ALBANY, N.Y. . The Board of Regents 
of New York State was urged "not to in­
terfere with the independent functioning of 
non-public schools" through seeking to 
license their teachers, by Dr. Bernard 
Fryshman, chairman of the Commission on 
Legislation and Civic Action of Agudath 
Israel of America. The Agudath Israel 
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LOST 
Hundreds of girls have lost their 
way. Their father loves them 
dearly and wants them back very 
much. You can bring them back 
to their father. He will forever be 
grateful to you. Help them find 

their way. 

Join the new movement 
sponsored by Bnos Agudath 

Israel of America. "Operation 
Find" - to help young women 

find their way back to 
Yiddishkeit: by teaching Torah 
concepts to young women of 
limited background. and on 

individual basis. 

D Are you willing to teach? 
You must be a "Bais Yaakov" 

Seminary student or graduate. 

D Do you want to learn? 

D Do you know of someone who 
would like to teach or learn 
Torah ideals? 

If so, please contact 
Freda Twersky 

Director, Operation Find 
435-8731 eves. 

or: 
Esther Weisberger 

Coordinator, 
Bnos Agudath Israel 

212-964-1620 day time. 

spokesman testified at hearings held here last 
week, on proposals of the Commissioner's 
Task Force on Teacher Education and Cer­
tification calling for state licensure of 
teachers for non-public as well as public 
schools. 

"Empirical evidence shows that there is no 
correlation between teaching abililties and 
teaching programs," Dr. Fryshman pointed 
out. He declared: "To force all teachers to 
first obtain a license would ignore the success 
of the non-public schools and force everyone 
into a methodology which has proven to 
have glaring failures. The net result of this 
action would be to prevent yeshivas and 
other non-public schools from hiring the best 
individual. irrespective of his or her having 
achieved a post-secondary degree in ed­
ucation." 

The Agudath Israel representative also 
noted this step would improperly subject 
religiously-sponsored non-public schools to 
State control in a manner contrary to the in­
tent of various U.S. Supreme Court deci­
sions. He urged that the choice of qualified 
teachers be left to the criteria established by 
principais tailored to the needs of their stu­
dents. 

THE ORAL LAW 
The Rabbinic contribution to Torah 
Shebal Peh, by Harry Schimmel. 
Written to establish a base for a view 
of the entire spectrum of Rabbinic 
law, giving an insight into the work­
ings of halakha, how it views itself, 
and how it developed. Published 
under the auspices of the Associa­
tion of Orthodox Jewish Scientists. 
176 pages 

T ALMUDICAL AND RABBINICAL 
CHRONOLOGY 

7.50 

By Edgar Frank. The systems of 
counting the years in the classical 
]f'wish literature, by the author of 
"Zemanim." With a foreword by Dr. 
Sidney B. Hoenig. 80 pages. 

$5.50 

PHILIPP FELDHEIM INC. 
96 EAST BROAOWAY. N.Y. 10002 

EIRUV INSPECTION SERVICE 
BY FLATBUSH AGUDAH 

Home owners and other community resi­
dents in the Flatbush neighborhood of 
Brooklyn who need expert advice on the laws 
of the Eiruv (a halachic devise that permits 
carrying in specific areas on the Sabbath) can 
now take advantage of a new service by the 
Flatbush Coordinating Committee of 
Agudath 1srael of America. Many Flatbush 
residents have already called on the commit­
tee, which dispatches an authority on the 
halachos of the eiruv upon request, to in­
spect and help construct a kosher eiruv. In 
addition to this service, the committee is also 
circulating a community newsletter which 
contains important illustrations and informa­
tion about the eiruv. 

The Flatbush Coordinating Committee 
was organized six months ago to coordinate 
the services and projects sponsored by 
Agudath Israel and to provide other 
meaningful services to the Orthodox Jewish 
community at large. In addition to its main 
chapters, Agudath Israel also has a large 
network of youth groups and social service 
programs in the community. ,The coor­
dinating committee publishes a monthly 
newsletter which contains Torah messages 
by local rabbonim and information on 
neighborhood activities. 

The Eiruv Committee was formed several 
months ago in response to the demands of 
community residents. Rabbi David Seeve, 
coordinator of the project, said that other 
programs for Flatbush residents were now in 
the planning process and would be an­
nounced shortly. He invited residents with 
any problems in respect to an Eiru.v or other 
Jewish communal concerns to call the central 
number of the Flatbush Coordinating Com­
mittee at 964-1620 or to write to the Agudath 
Israel Flatbush Coordinating Committee, 5 
Beekman Street,New York City 10038. 

Reserve the date 
Sunday, June 4 

for 
Agudath Israel of America's 

56th Annlversaiy 
Dinner & Journal 

to be held 
at the 

New York Hilton 

Watch for further details 
in the next issue. 
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WOMEN TORAH TUTORS IN DEMAND IN AGUDATH ISRAEL PROJECT 
Following an urgent appeal for volunteer 

Torah tutors for men several weeks ago, the 
Torah Education Network (Reshet Shiurei 

Torah) of Agudath Israel of America has 
now sent out a call for women volunteers. 
The appeal for help is in response to a grow­
ing number of women who are interested in 
the basic Judaism learning program. Project 
TEN was launched more than a year ago to 
provide Tor ah study companions for Jews 
desiring to become familiar with every level 

of Jewish knowledge ranging from the 
Aleph-Bais to the depths of the Talmud. 

awaiting tutors. At the same time, the project 

has successfully arranged for more than 200 
study groups through personal tutors, group 
learning, telephone hook-ups and cor­
respondence teams. While the response to 

the call was encouraging according to Rabbi 

Shlomo Oppenheimer, project chairman, and 

Rabbi Yaakov Bender, director, there is still a 
need for volunteers and especially for the 

women. 

A special appeal was addressed to Bais 

Yaakov students and graduates to volunteer 
several hours for the women's program and 
to individuals with yeshiva backgounds to 
volunteer several hours for the program in 
general. Volunteers should call (212) 964-

1620 or write Torah Education Network, 
Agudath Israel of America, 5 Beekman 
Street, New York City 10038. 

Several weeks ago, Torah Education 
Network -of Agudath Israel reported that 
more than 150 Jews in New York City were 

Rabbis Oppenheimer and Bender stressed 
that because of the shortage of volunteer 
tutors requests were currently being 

answered on!y with literature and tapes so 

that the "thirsty for Jewish knowledge ap­
plicants" can at !ea5t begin Torah study on 

their own. 

The Seier "Geder Olom" by the 
Chofetz Chaiin, now available· in 
EnSlish translation only SOit per copy 
10 for ·5311". write to~ 

Zichron Shlomo Puhl. 
5 lleektnan St., N.Y.C. 10038 

,---------- ---------, 

I This 1 
1

1 
Publication I 

is Available in 

II MICR~~: ii, 

"'RE"JI 

I University Mi:o:lms ~i~nal JI 
300 North ZeebRoad 18 Bedford Row 
Anri Arbor, Mch. 48106 London, WC1R 4EJ 

\ U.SA. Eajand 

'----------

BETH JAKOB OF LUZERN 

which offers a high academic 
standard in a harmonious 

atmosphere under carefully guided 
supervision is now considering 

applicants for 1978-79. 

The principal, Rav Yisroel Ehrentreu, 
will again visit the USA on March 25. 

Personal interviews will then 
be given. 

For further information, 
please contact: 

Mrs. Gitty Weinstock 

(212) 435-2067 
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Agudath Israel takes pride in 
announcing publication of 

A Portfolio of 34 studio-quality portrait!' 
of the following Gedolei Yisroel: 

R' Samson Raphael Hirsch/ R' Elie.zer Gordon IR' Yitzchok Isaac Ha!evy 
(Rabinowitz)/ R" Chaim Soloveitchik / R' Meier Shapiro/ R' Joseph 
Chaim Sonnenfeld I Chafetz Chaim/ Czortkover Rebbe / R' Chayim 
OzerGrodzenski IR' Borcuh Ber Leibowitz /R' E!chonon Wasserman/ R' 
Menachem Ziemba/ Belzer Rebbe / Amshenover Rebbe / Chazon 
Jsh / R' lsser Zalmon Meltzer /R' Eliyahu Meir Bloch/ R' Reuven 
Grozowsky / Gerer Rebbe (R" Avrohom Mordechai} / R' Yitzchok Z'ev 
So)oveitchik Sadigerer Rebbe ! R' Aharon Kotler/ R' Chaim Mordechai 
Katz/ R' Dov Berish Weidenfeld / R' Eliezer Yehuda Finkel/ R' Zalman 
Sorotzkin/ Kapitshnitzer Rebbe IR' Akiva Schreiber/ R' Yosef Shlomo 
Kaheneman i R' Yecheske! Sama/ Boyaner Rebbe / Wishnitzer Rebbe / 
Novominsker Rebbe / Gerer Rebbe (R' Yisroe!) 

Each printed on 8" x 10" matte suitable for framing 
an auspicious addition for every Jewish home 

only $7.50 per complete set 
for immediate delivery use the handy coupon below: 

Agudath Israel of America/5 Beekman St/N.Y.C. 10038 

Gentlemen: Enclosed please find . . ... for ............. sets. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

C!n', STATE, zrp 
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DON'T ABANDON MIDDLE CLASS, AGUDATH ISRAEL TELLS SENATE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -The U.S. Senate 
was urged to consider the interests of the 
hard hit middle class at hearings conducted 
before a Senate Human Resources subcom­
mittee on March 2 by Rabbi Menachem 
Lubinsky, director of Project COPE, the 
career guidance and job training agency of 
Agudath IsraE"l of America. The hearings, 
chaired by Senator Gaylord Nelson 
(Wisconsin), dealt with the reauthorization 
of the major national job training legislation, 
the Comprehensive Employment and Train­
ing Act (CET A). 

Alluding to attempts to restrict the 
eligibility of CET A applicants to the poor, 
Rabbi Lubinsky emphasized that abandon­
ing the middle class would have dire conse­
quences, adding, "CETA has prevented a 
si+eable number of Americans from becom­
ing the 'new poor' "He continued, "Its mis­
sion should not be ended at a time when it is 
doing so much for the social and economic 
stability of our nation, and especially as the 

Formerly Kosher King 

squeeze on the middle class continues. While 
CET A may have taken on many amendments 
which are clearly '.->rgeted For the poor and 
the long-term unemployed, such as Public 
Service Employment, it should also continue 
to function as the national training institu­
tion for those who cannot receive such as­
sistance elsewhere." 

Rabbi Lubinsky in his testimony 
emphasized the high stakes of CET A's 
reauthorization for the Jewish community. 
He said, "What we have learned in more than 
three years of providing services is the extent 
of the myth of Jewish affluence. In New 
York City, for example, 15% of the Jews are 
poor, a substantial number of working age. 
During the Recessio!"', Jews were in fact hard 
hit: the traditional areas of Jewish employ­
ment were among those most affected in re­
cent years. Examples are the loss of jobs in 
local government, education, and the gar­
ment industry. The New York Times recent­
ly reported that in some sections of the 

1501 Surf Ave Coney Island 
Whitehead Hall Brooklyn College 

• 
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RABBI JOZEF KATZ 
83 Division A venue 

OF 

"<RK LO\'l'NGER 
BroolJyu, N. Y. 11211 

ALL LEADl:"lG llOTELS BA."'QUET HALLS 

AND JEWISH CENTERS AVAILABLE 

3884204 388-3590 863-8892 

Caterer for Agudath Israel Conventions and Dinners • 

Jewish community, namely Hassidic Jews, 
unemployment was as high as 18%. Jews also 
suffered more than other groups because of 
their substantially higher living costs such as 
for kosher foods. Once again, CET A proved 
to be a lifesaver in this situation and con­
tinues to be a source of hope and practical as­
sistance to an ethnic community to overcome 
a problem to which it was not accustomed." 

In addition, the Agudath Israel spokesman 
also called for the inclusion of training ele­
ments in all CETA titles, raising the $10,000 
wage ceiling that is currently permissible un­
der CET A by $2,000, permitting community 
based organizations to serve the unemployed 
without linking them to other agencies, a 
Public Service Employment program which 
is open to all unemployed and not necessarily 
only to the poor, and new programs forcer­
tain youths, middle and older aged un­
employed, and displaced homemakers. 

ETZ CHAIM - a cast metal 
sculpture by Sandford Werfel 
in Congregation Beth Tikvah, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

For unique Jewish sculptures, 
works of art, donor walls, and 

Synagogue furnishings. 

WARNER LANE 
133 Avenel Street 

Avenel, New Jersey 07001 
(201) 636-2320 

The Jewish Observer I March, 1978 



RUSSIAN EMIGREES GET TAX HELP 

Soviet Jewish emigrees who are already 
working in this country and are required to 
fill out a tax return are receiving help from a 
joint project sponsored by Agudath Israel of 
America and the Cheshbonot Society. 
Volunteers from Cheshbonot, the Orthodox 
Jewish accountants' organization, have set 
up desks in Agudath Israel _branches, syn­
agogues, and other central locations 
throughout the city to help Russian Jews 
cope with the forms, which are strange to 
new immigrants. 

Enjoy ..• 

BORO PARK MERCHANTS UNITE TO HELP SAVE COMMUNITY 

PREFERRED WORLD-WIDE 

Over one hundred retail merchants from 13th Avenue in Baro Park attended a special con­
ference to revitalize the neighborhood's commercial district, sponsored by the Southern 
Brooklyn Community Organization (SBCO), a division of Agudath Israel of America, in con­
junction with the Thirteenth Avenue Merchants Association. The conference sought means of 
maintaining the commercial strip in Baro Park, as part of the overall efforts of SBCO and 
community leaders to stabilize the neighborhood. As the dirPrtor of SBCO pointed out, this 
effort is the first time that a neighborhood seeks to deal with its problems before they become 
of crisis proportion, by uniting all elements for securing the safety and economic viability of 
the community. Speaking at the conference are: l. tor.: Rabbi Lefkowitz; Robert Katz, presi­
dent of the Thirteenth Avenue Merchants Association; David M. Singer, Chairman of SBCO 
at podium; Joe Roscoe, National Development Council; Edward Dukan, Director, National 
Center of Urban Ethnic Affairs; Melvin J. Matlins, Deputy Ditector, NYC Office of 
Economic Development; Richard Drucker, Assistant Deputy Commissioner, New York State 
Department of Commerce. SBCO, a division of the Commission on Jewish Ethnic Affairs of 
Agudath Israel of America, is located at 4520 - 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y . 

.,.,s,,,.,!IN oNS,i nS,,"1!\M M:l'l1' 
YESHIVA GEDOLA OF LOS ANGELES 

Founded by Kolle! Dais Avrohom - Los Angeles 
Affiliate of Beth · Medrash Covoha - Lakewood, New Jersey 

We are proud to announce the formation of a 
Yeshiva High School and Bais Medrash for the coming year :"'l"'.K 

SEPT. 1978 n11?tun t,,i,.K 
The Yeshiva is dedicated to provide 
the highest standards of Torah learn­
ing, and the total development of 
B'nei Torah, through qualified, expe­
rienced Rabbeim and individualized 
attention. 

•Fully accredited high school 

•Modern dormitory and kitchen 
facilities 

•Full-time super.vision 

•Pleasant year-round climate 
For more information, or 9th grade and Bais Med rash registration 

contact the Hanhalas Hayeshiva 
Horav Eliezer Gross 
(213) 651-1832 
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Horav Menachem Gross Harav Yisroel Chaim Braun In New York 
(213) 933-1058 (213)651-5443 (212) 336-7057 
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NOW AVAIIABLE!!! 
Bereishis/Genesis Vol. II 

The emergence of the Patri­
archs began a new era - a new 
creation. 

In this volume, Abraham and 
Sarah begin to live, create, and 
portend the history of Israel. 'The 
deeds of the Patriarchs are por­
tents for their children. 'Their lives 
are the seeds of Jewish experi­
ence and Jewish greatness. 

Bereishis/Genesis Vol. II fol­
lows them from Charan to Eretz 
Yisrael through travail and exalta­
tion, in visions and covenants, to 
the birth of Isaac and Akeidas 
Yitzchak: the climactic trial. 

Its commentary presents the 
Chumash through the eyes of our 
Sages and classic commentators 

twenty centuries of Rabbinic 
literature. 

XII 
1-2 

HASHEM said to A&ram, 'Ge.I yourself from your 
co1mtry, from your rdatrves, a"d from your 

father's house lo the land that I will show you,' And 

·- Ra<h; inl.rpretso Go VH~lCI~ 
:in;im~i for your own l>enefit, for 
your own good !And what i> 1hi,; 
'benefit' •nd gnodl (Mlua<h•)] 
That I will ther< make you a great 
natio,,, bul here you will Mt merEt 
tho privilege of h•ving children 
More()ver, I ,hall ;prn•d your fame 
throughout the world.''' 

H""""'''"'""Prnll<lu»g<mOcnp 
'"'" o( th< ,·..,-Oi'm .<o. follow,tl hy;'> ''' 
yc'"";'"'<>;lli·f..-•h•o"'"'"<of 'g.oby 

V'"'"l''"'°""'ll.«ol•r<.'""'"l''m'"' 
•ho ""''I" ""8' hy l"hm (["'""' 1' '"I 

:~:~'.,;;, "~'~','.~'';,:"~:~:~~.~~~":~~';'.,·::i 
h,J ~""'ght h•m Se. ,1"' /,,,1.., 21 41 >u 

""' '"'"" "'""" go fo< wu<><lf_ "''""'"~ 
you,,•lf Im., ,ii you' P"""'" '°""'""'"' 

Ti>t" •h• "''' "ol;t;oo "" 1he P"'P"" 
of Ab"'°' def"""" 

i~"' ;l,o R,,.1, f!,,l,.",I' l•h whm" 

"'.d'"" '" ""' ''"'~ "~·" ''""'"' '"'""' 
~1,~"""'''""'"'hl•d i,,,,, "'"'"''H""" 

h«•U«- '"'"""""[' .!<" l.,o,ng !'" 
!om"' k,"I<, ch,].JI<,,, h• w" '"""' .,f 
\«comm~ " .<""' """0" '"Nd•o~ 10 
'""'"" """'"""''h•mw10; Ee"' y,.,,,1 
'"" """''"J "'"'I 

According to Ramban, how.vet, 
Ra<hi's >lr<<0 on the word :i'> ;, un· 
noC•M••y \we>u<• tho .ddih<>n of')? 
mordy refle<t> common id;omatJc 

us•go m Hebrew. Cf. e.g. Song of 
Song, J.·11;';1'?:.i ~'?i:i """)~ flit 
th< ram is OV•r and gon• ID its!'!,f), 
De~t. 2.l3- "'='l ru< e~'11;~y1 mp 
'~! [lit. 'ri>e up and get JIO" owr the 
!>rook lered1 

R'""I'''' •dd; th"' <h<S•g« how<><!." 

''~" \i,J"'"" """P"""""' to '"'h "''"' 
""Iv wl.;n "" rl;,oly not ,d,om•hc £,,m 

"I" .,,. '"'h comm•"d' "' ~"'"" 
y;· :''~ o'> ~·t.·,-• il>t ""'' •o ¥"" '""'of 
~-0"d I (fl•·"' 10 11. onJ "'"'"'"" ''°"~·• 
ooo [hi m•k< '" "'" '"'~ ''""'P'""f ,,i,-., I 
"~"'"" JC 21. '" <o""'" "'th< (Omm,od 
'"""'"'"g ih< T,f,.,o;d• wh«h """ 
«mrh· ""'"" ;<"~" n~' """yo>< •h•llmok< 
rhc [c<'L''""! lo'J T•V"""d' ([,,,d 2o 11 

!R"'"'"" •rr•r<n•ly ,.r,., 10 Yorn;'\­
~ho"tl" foi,.wdii»W""'h"th;;dd,""" 

o! '" "'''"'''""" """' -"""' '"'" ilu"d<i 
l'h<· """'"" U'<<>f,', m •h•c<•mmon,I• '" 
~'"""""Pl><• •h>1 C I m<>m•«d •o ""''"' 
IP"'" 10.t o-h"·h" m•do fr~m Y""" to 
th'1 wt.,,;," from th<'""''"'"""'' I 

In • dt;,en•Uon fund•rnentol to 
T<>"h ""~<•i>. Mmach• do>agit<> w•Oh 
Ra•nbon > opm,on th>t g•n<rolly '1'> i> 
an >n>lgmfi"nt id•nm•t.c u>•g< H• 
uto.> l,w, ded•·ed from '"'h u<o.g< con­
'"mng ,.,1ctoh, l"lau, •nd IZ>tm I>« 
S"ccoh >9b •nd •lbl- Thore aro al>o 
""h T.>lmud" dL>eU»mn' in K<d­
du>!'l>t 4~ P•.admn 24•, •ruJ Bava 

'- Tf,, oom.,~.i "l""'•lent ol ']'; ~; "OO< hnd«d Th" ont>m"" th>i •h• hl"""g' """ 
t>on<d m the followmg """-th>' H• would l'<'rnm•, B"" """'"· ''', vrould b' ,.,1,,.d 
whn i,,, would I><""' hund"d "'"'old iwhto I"" w.- born] iYolk><tl. "•l'" '"""'"" 
•h., Ab"h'."' wo1tld l•vo•n•dd,,,oooloo<huod<ecly""'I'" h"cl'""'"""'"'''"'"'Y 
!,,,, i1<1m (h"'" IH, J,,.d «•he''' ol l" ll.' 71 j(8oal /J,T,.""') 

)u••h""'""· Cd, '""""'"d ~" .oo"'"I! ""' O•d ih< '"'"[""'""of ~" ou< ood" 
P"""'' f""-"'"" <l« tnh"l""'"' of •tove!I.,., •nJ ikeo "'" w,11 P""'" h1"r"•l"' w1lh 
th,"'""" of ""'''""Y ond '°'"P""o" (l,, """' d'A\••ol>""' 

rrI,:~, ~.1,'~_;~; 1;,:,~:r:;::;,..~,";;~:hd ':.', :~•;,~l~f i"1:",..;;:; ·;:, T.';;;;":.:·:~,'~,,',;~·,~::,~' 
~>m>1'dy. (, d<>,J<t<d Ah"""""'""""'"f0<'<<>"nt,y'11dt>"'oift'1"'"l"<10pi«<,oh<1 
""'",..,-mid"""'"'"""'"'"' wo<ld It"" <o '""'th" 5olomoo ,.).,-,;(! wO•n k< ""'" 
)So"·' "' 5,.,,, 1 J A<1~crnli ,d I> 'J] L•l<< '"' "'"' ·'~ 'oodly o.I> " ''" 'P"""'"< !'"'' af 
YCT"' '"" d,,d, 

Its Overoiews provide a rich 
Hashkafah/philosophical tapestry before which 
the narrative takes on new dimensions. 

:i:t-i~J? :i?~1.? nl.::;itc?K '-ii-,, •n1<:1 
Yl!;C•:r7K 1'_;;1~ ni,:;:ir.i1 ;in,?11?n1 

XII 

1. G<-d'scalltoAbram.''' 

c;~o:< '>t< -; "1l>J<') - [And) HASHEM 

;aid to Alnam 
When rnd where G,·d said thi• to 

Abram is d.sputed •mong the com· 
mentators 

A<:(ording to lbn fara •nd Radak 
G d had ahady >aid thi• lo Abram 
in L'r K"'dim. and ., a result, he 
and hi< family set out for Canaan 
{'1'<' ll 31). A«ording to lhem the 
word< ·; -i'l~') should bo rendered 
in 1he p.-t perfccto Now HASHEM 
had [prev101<•ly) said 

Ci t"""' 5'"" Tm,-h '" .ooi.w, 
~•n•h<n,.<m•yb'"""h'w'"""'"" 
'""'"'"' ,\h""'"'· wh• did C ,J who 
Jd,ght> m •h• """"""" o! """"' no1 
wmn,;nd '"'"' m •h• plm•I ~,7 »0 gd 

·'""'"''""· '""' '"'"'°'"" Tm<h ond th• 
"'"'" who ~~" '" wrnplv' Rov 5h•mon 
""1'..d I\ yo" <h1nl- th" Tm<h l<ft L't 
K.,cl,m>no<d<!i<>"P•ntofh><p•>thf,_yoo 

'"'""""" T"°'""'°'"'"''"'""'rl"'"" •nMd<t •o "'' h1m;df f,om h>! '""""'m•n 
;ft,, th• '"'"!ont ol Ab.,h•m m <h< f;.,y 

fn•noce I«< {Omm of R•m/.o" In Jl·ll; 
8ut v.·Oon h• '"'""° Ch..,n [•ml ""long•· 
f,.,,J •h•m; T'"'" won• no lu"h' 
1"<·<dw1h,rnmm•nd,,_.,,,,,,d..d•n' 
'lngul" only •o AO"h'"'·"'fl<>»y ( 
S"'<ltfrlnyou"•ll•nii<o•llth"lolk>wc 
f•om """'"" Tmdt, how'"" 'm" "r' '"' 
1,,,;,,- '"J cor<o"d only i<>'< '" l1f• I"" 
"'"'"' "' " "•nil 1> >l I 

(b~c7~;;J;1;:,~;h:e:~~n~],m~~;: 
command came to Abram when 
they wero already in Charan. Thi• 1' 

the view •hared by most commen­
tato" 

1'> l'> - Get yo1<r<elf [lit ·go to yor<' 
°'' ·so fo• you,.<tf'-J 

[The addi!ion of the oeemingly 

~~1:dnS;:: :O~hfn;;~ 11,': f~,~h :; 
without <pedfk •ignifkance. and 
sinco 11 the Torah merely wanted lo 
••Y 'leave Ch•ran and go lo Canaan' 
the •mP<'r•tivc 1'>. go', should han 
•ufficed. Thereforo, the indu,ion of 
1'> requim; interpretation)· 

one of >h< """"I' of fo>th w•th ~foch C>d """" Ahrom oll nf wh"h A01'm 
I h• '""'""n"'"" Ml<r on tO< rr«i>• 'd'"'"' of'"''"" t,,,1, fo, "'"" •h.n 

'" ''"""'' lif<rn"l<l \,. <o d'"""'"d 
'"-''"",;·Roh/.• Nrno" 3J J,, "" '""d 

"'"""" .,, . ,,,0~'1,t:~.:z.:~:~. 11~,:!':;:1:~,:~": ~~ .~. ~:,;t:;:\"·:·;;,;"1: 1~::·;r 
•J 7'''"'"''"""'"'"""""""'""'"'"ith,#1Kui1cl"·"'o"'"h"dS"'"''""'''""'l"t 
he J,,,.,. •~" l'hm,d <'1 101 ,o.J >ftood '" th• '"P""'' ''~' "f ""'"'"' "" l•ol.,"d '"" 
I"" t" •h• •I"''" P"P"""°" <o '""I"' h"n 1>2 1-•I) 
:; ~"'-"''~""I"' 1wo """ [wh•n ''"""""''"fro"' h"" .,pi,.,,oh 'r'I""" J.'> ml 
~hoo h< "'•" "'l""''d 10 1l""' H'<" h"m he< ho<0; <'! 101 I An •lt<rn•tt m><epc<M<>on '" 
,1.,,1,, "" h•n"h""'"' "f El'"" w.th thot o; l•hm•d" '"""I' 1t>i lo'" rl>cc>mo"" •h'I"' 
<>!th• '""I'" th<· ,1,,fo,""n ~1 5,,,h '" •h< f"l"' of Ah,m,1<c·h l~ 21] 
:; """- "" ih<· '~""""of\,,~., wnh th•"'"" fl< t<f 

O'"'·" tl" C"v''"'"' bo<w;;" th' roe.- \'15 7/fJ wh•n 11' w" <old th" h,, d•><end•"" 
woold Oc •n<l>'•d rnd "'ltd fo< fw, huru!"'I Y'"'] 
"J ,,, . .,. '" L, K,,d,m lwh''" i,, w.- 1h"""" mt",,,,,, f"'"'"' o, N'"'"'° I>""""'" to 
'' 2.•1] ood 
0 (),,-,'1th<'""'"'"' of("'""""'"" 117 01 (w],.,h "'" '" un~•nt..d '" •nd "h" 
•dv•n<..d •g•. • d;ng"""' op.,.tmn) 

Its translation is original, solidly based on 
Rashi, the Father of Commentators. 
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