

















g Flrst ‘one mist understand t ti_-the robbery that Was prevaIent during the
Dor HaMabul was subtie and c:rcumspect Peopie either. took éxtra merchandis
g '_vaiued atless than'a’ prumh in‘excess'of the amount pald forior. charged less than.

- __;;-&I?’ld:f_-?-_ia prutah over the value of the merchandxse dthered In elther case, the amount.

A 'Selﬁshness

g Generatlons later the people recogmzed that the}r tendency toward sel

17~ service could well preczpltate another deluge; like the one in Noach’s- day. They’
"""-"_---therefore banded: together to - hold back the heavens and prevent another f lood.

'-'..'Ef'_'Thexr cooperative venture had all the markings of mutual respect, brotherly con:
“ceérn; and: compassmn Beneath the surface; however, their actions were dnven
‘by motivations no less self- -serving thatt thosé that directed the Dor Hamabul in
their robbery. Their concerns centered completely on fhemselves Joining others
~ in-communal endeavor did not reflect mutual love, but was simply the' only road
16 survival that was’ a‘vallabie ‘Had they not worked together, they could never
1. have siicceeded in' erecting the Tower of Babel.

: '-_iSelf:shness wrapped in a cloak of rzghteousnes' is not ‘foreign to hura
- relations. The purchaser who subverts’ the rule:made. for his'own protection and
- teneges af ter paying for merchandise is 4 case in pomt Actmg within the con
-+ fines of ‘an ordinance drafted to ward off consumer’s loss, he exercises his gree

~In some ways, his condtict resembles that of Dor Haflaga more than tha.t'-“ f th
1 Dor Hamabul but in’ the fmal analyszs ail are. sxm:larly motwated cn

HIS DISCUSSION ON THE VARIOUS GUISES assumed by_;:se :shness
e SelflShTIESS"j'.f'_;'_gwes s insight into the apparent shift ‘in- -attitude -ori the part’ of: dlfferent
: " nations. Those that -were ‘indifferent ‘to Tsrael’s: secumy and . v;abllxty ‘several
ln'_ﬁ.“_- ‘short years ago are no less: mdlfferent today. There is'a major difference in the
1{’5 VCI?’IOMS"- “wortld climate, howevet, fot now it is more apparent than ever before. that ‘the
. - Arabs would overriin the State of Israel, hostilities would break out that
8 GHISQS_:____--:. enflame the entire globe in destructive warfare, The same self-service that had -
1+ bredindifference to Israel’s fate in'the past now msp:res concern For her con-
'-,"-_tmued survwal ‘but without a gram of ‘added: altru:sm :

" Where does that leave those of us who have a genume concern for the lives
and welfare'of Israel’s inhabitants? W:th no reliance on the sense of j justiceol ‘the
~“intéernational commun:ty, for certain. In addition, we' should have an’ ‘increased
j-.;.ﬁ'awareness of our desperate dependence on Gid's metcy” To" invoke His mercy,
~~then; we must surely do all in our power to create an agenda for strengthenmg
_ -the study of Torah'and increasing its dominion‘in our lives. And we must em:
1 bark on- carrymg out th:s agenda thh ail the resources we' possess
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© A" most striking feature of contemporary life is the

- circles marriage is considered optional at best, a dispen-

" sable encumbrance at worst; traditional family o
family? Is there a way to reduce the divorce rate in .~

- Torah circles? Would more emphasis on preparation - =

- and counseling help?—of what nature?—at what point? =~ ..
: - . It would seem safe to say that most aspects of these - =
‘. not remained impervious to this trend, especially in . problems are rooted in a misconception of the respon-
- .regard to the divorce epidemic. With greater frequency

" “than-ever before, couples are splitting, families are dis~ -
~“integrating, childfen are left confused with loyalties .
~-divided, and “born again”’ singles endure extremely dif-
: . written on the topic.

““obligations have . become secondary to ‘personal

- Fulfillment”; and filing for a divorce is as commonplace -

- ~‘as applying for a renewal of a driver’s license. To the
-~ great dismay .of the Torah community, Orthodoxy has

ficult* periods -of transition—unaccustomed to living
-« ~alone; uncomfortable with parents, untrusting of others
- for fear of getting burned once more.* ..

" bitterly -disillusioned) men attempt to wreak vengeance on their
i spouses=or to simply extort large sums of money—by taking advan-
o~ tage of their halachic status, and withhold a “get’”” until exorbitans

““ terms are met, or without yielding to any terms whatsoever. This =
- surely deserves much further discussion, followed by some well- 7

“thought-out action. - o

- Marriage in a Torah So

. Every -as.p'l'act' of this E-pfbbzlér.h"c'i'ies'bﬂ"c' for careful . .

“‘crumbling ‘of the family to the point where in many : . study, independent of the rest: How doés one deal with

‘= *Warse yet, as part of this divorce scene, some unscrupulovs (or

the growing need for two wage-earners in the family, -
while struggling to maintain the -centrality of the -

- sibilities and attitudes .that are essential to a healthy -

marriage. In many cases, the pitfalls could probably be -

" avoided, or at least mitigated, if people were more aware -

of what Chazal (the rabbis of blessed memory) have

.- On .the” pages that follow, we ﬁreéénf ‘two dis-

cussions, In the first, a professional marriage counselor -

“draws from his experience, and stresses the need for o

. “preparation for marriage in home and school. In the ar- . - < =
~ -ticle that follows, an American talmid of leading Torah - -

~ personalities in Eretz Yisroel presents some guidelines =~ -
‘to a successful marriage, culled from comments by - .
.- famous teachers over the generations. . e T
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Preparation for

_'_-':preparahon Why should mmatite members of 1
“community be permitted to flounder in the sea of fami
1y lifé without adequate swimming lessons?:
i No, our Bobbes and :‘Zaydes never had preparahon
- for martiage beyond what they saw at Home. But, then';
7 These “are. famihar sounds in’ any TOrah home' ‘again, their generation also did niot witness ‘the. ep1dem1 '
__'__“"'Preparat;on for ‘all ‘levels-of | Torah study s taken': of divorces plagting the Torah comumty today,_an'
* -seriously by many'of today’s parents: These parentsare - required no additional pointers: =
. not professional ‘educators, ~only ‘shomvrei ‘mitzvos, " Needless tosay, many complex- factors contr:bu e
- following the teachmgs of the Gemora (Kiddushin 29a); .~ the tragic breakdowns of today’s yoting families; bu
o that preparmg a¢hild {and provxdmg) for Torah study L certainly, with proper preparation; at least Some of
e _:s a’'major parental responsibility. . - .+ them could have been prevented. A brief case hlstdr'y .
- The” Gemora also includes preparatxon for other of - will -illustrate one type of ‘marital breakdown:; ]
- "fixfe § ‘necessities; siich as having a ftade and being able -~ -.--perhaps could have been prevented Tl
ko swim, in this Tist of parental tesponsibilities: With: . o b :
L equial zeal,then; parents-also plan for their children's == Es
- vocational training. Finding the proper- sh:dduch the- G
-'Gemora ‘explaing; ig ariother top- priority.- e
S oUnfortunitely,  the preparation” often stops there
;. }.'_'__f.Certamiy finding the proper shidduch for a child s ex- .
- “tremely important, but do parents’look to the finding'of mg her elementary schaol years i
= a shidduch” as® the entirety “of ‘their - ass:gnment or - . Shortly after beginning high school, However,
- ".perhaps part of 4 more complex chapter - parental seemed to- become even more qmet than’. befo
" responsibility? o ': _
0 Today, ‘matriage (and parenthood) are taken toa'__--'. '
o much for: granted. “At 19, 2001 22,23 & seminary .
- . graduate and & yeshiva’ bachisr are automancally con=
= sidered ready for ‘martiage, without ‘any preparation. next year
“To"be a proper épouse and parent are probablyithe &
~ | greatest challenges they will ever face; and yet theyare -+
:expected tD face these chaﬂenges totaily w:thout =

S ”Dowd rf you don 't chazer the Gemora #iore
S ""'often, they will never accept you in the Mesivtal” -
e You'd better study your  Chumash, Esta, if
o _".you re serious’ about attendmg Semmary next

S yearfn- - R

: The Case of kaa

they reasoned ”szka wzll outgmw : ht

; '_.3-_.thoroughfy dIngsecZ to profect the conf:dentnah%y of the’ mdl_' £ sl
- sinvolved Anhy sinilarities between these cases and: any’ actieal ‘siei;

" tior known to the reader should be attnbuted only to the widespre
il 'nature of f§115 pmbiem S aps

5 'Melr Wtkier, A C. s W i i prmate practzce of mdmlduaf mar:f
":__and famxly counselmg He lwes i Brooklyn, N Y e
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_‘of ‘her time in her room:

- she would "outgrow” her withdrawn nature. Student
©Cteaching in semmary, they ‘concluded, would help to
i "bring her out.”’

row, -many of Rivka’s . classmates were .becoming
-~ engaged. Her parents speculated that she was envious
. of the other girls, yearning for her own chassan. They
o7 inquired about shidduchim and after several meetings
s awith Chaim, a well-recommended talmid from a high

o7 calibre -yeshiva, they encouraged Rivka to accept his
“marriage proposal,

.- bécame so upset with marital problems that she wanted
- to-leave Chaim and move back to her parents’ home.
“Both-sets of parents encouraged the couple to consulf a

o help
- Chaim refused to mieet w:th the professional and

“after many frustrated efforts to resolve the marital con-
“flicts, Rivka .and Chaim were divorced. Chaim
i remained in'the couple’s apartment and Rivka returned

"o her parents’ home with her baby.

“encouraged her to meet with the family counselor.

<o Chaim was _never seen by the counselor. From
""kaa 5 reports of his beha'mor, however, it was clear
“that healso brought his own “peckel’eh” of emotional
- difficulties to the marriage.

- emotional problems back, as the reader has undoubted-
Codly-already dowe, well before her marriage, fo her high

- school days. A detailed record of the treatment process
< s not relevant to the purpose of article. Suffice it to say

- that Rivka has since gotten a job, established her own

S home, -and has begun to build meanmgful and satrsfy—
"'."-_'-zng frlendsths e

+ - -deeply concerned and loving parents, they felt more
-~ 'comfortable consulting Rivka's teachers and a Rav than
¢onsulting Rivka herself. It was never easy for them to
sidsitdown and talk with any of their four children.
7. Rivka, however; was the hardest to talk with because
" “she was the youngest. As aresult, she was the first to be
“overlooked by her parents. :

o .'”-kaa s parents had made greater efforts to really get to
- know her. It is of course, quite possibie that their in-
“itiatives might have been rebuffed by Rivka, anyway.

$ A TR

In other words, just because her parents: L
- tried to‘learn from Rivka‘what was bothering her, does

" . not ‘mean ‘that she would have been able to tell them.. - .
Nevertheless, greater direct ‘involvement by Rivka's~ "
. parents could have resulted, at the very least, in seeking '~ "
- - professional help while she was still in-high school. Had = -~~~
-~ she done so, it is very poss1ble that her tnp to the chupa L

. ~would have been-only “one way.” - >

Two years later, the p:cture remained the same. By

By her senior year, Rivka hail rio friends, went outof
the hose only for errands and school and spent most -

. Her paréents’ received pos:twe reports of kaas ;
" academic progress, .and they continued to assume that -

Before the end of her ﬁrst year of marnage, Rivka

" Rav, ‘who eventuai’ly referred them for professional

- preferred to speak with another Rav. Two years later, -

oo Rivka's parents knew of the first Rav’s efforts to
" refer Rivka and Chaim for professional help, so they -

S Inctime, with professional help, Rivka unraveled the -
- mysteries of her own feelings. She was able to trace her

“The cruc1a1 aspect of thls case was ‘the relatmnshtp: :_- ]
Sl jbetween Rivka and her parents. Although they were

No one can ‘say’just what would have happened if

What Can Be Done'?

Case 1llustrahons are-as dangerous as they are heip-'.. '

" ful. Defensive, frightened parents can’ read -Rivka’s
- story and respond smugly; ""Oh, that doesn t apply to

us!”
Rivka's story, however, is unfortunately all too com-

mon, Many parents raise their yeshiva and Bais Yaakov *

“~children today thhout ‘ever - really gettmg to- know

them. . .

. All of this may sound to some people like a modern SRR

~secular point of view. “Train a youngster in accordance
with his ways,” (Mishlei 22:6), however, would seem to -
" imply that parents are required by the Torah to examine -

the unique individuality of each child’s feelings, at-. . -

titudes, -abilities and asptrat:cms {see M tzudas . Dowd

ibid), : S

" Preparation’ for mamage, then, hke preparahon for":_ s

“any of life’s goals, involves parental teaching, model- "
. ing, guiding, advising; and listening. This preparation -~ ' -
“process, which must be tailor-made to fit each parent = - -
- and child, should be based on a solid foundation-of .-

parental understanding of thelr c}ulds mdwxduahty L
and specific needs L :

The Roie of the Yesl-nva :;. S

: Parents shouid not shoulder the entire responmbthty, B

‘alone. Teachers, Rabbosnim, and Rebbeim~the parental - .

surrogates for limud Torah—also need to focus more

" attention on_the ‘unique emotional -and personality ..
* needs and differences amongst their talmidim. ...

Furthermore, marriage preparation classes and study

- groups are needed, within the Torah atmosphere of the g
-yeshiva. At best, only the regular ““chassan and kalla

classes’” are.now offered. These .accelerated courses

“often deal only with the laws of taharas hamishpacha -

{family purity). This is certainiy necessary, but not suf-
ficient. :
Several Torah mshtutlons, however have taken' the"

_initiative of providing their students with a broader- -
- - based preparaticm for . marriage. Hopefully, their - 7.
- pioneering efforts wxii pave the way for. others to .

follow. - e

- 'The-B'e ef Yéak:oi} Ye't:;'hf\;".é; in Israel, offers a ser'.i“es' of .-

vaadim, or .small group conferences, with . the =
Mashgiach Ruchani, Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe, on topicsof

-~ marital life. In these vaadinm, Rabbi Wolbe discusses
- such top1cs as the emotlonal needs of a w:fe and the L '
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ouldha\re s e




and his chavriisa-and the husband-wife relationship:
. the meaning to a wife of .the appearance of the home;’

i j_:ﬂlCt

o :.'avaxiable to the public:::

i by the BethJacob Sara. Schemrer ngh Schooi and

S Teachers Seminary in Brooklyn::

Yo married Clifes

S P -j “matters ‘with others—Ffriénds or- relat:ves

“ One’ particular girls': ‘school in the’ New York area
ponsors voluntary- marriage-oriénted - d:saussmni”_- o
.o groups for. the senior :class, led by & married -
" i -professional who adhefes to the same Torah values held -
" by the Yeshiva: In these discussions, the girls havethe ™
U opportunities- to share their expectatxons for and ap-:
- prehensions of courtship and ‘marriage, as Well as to

: .'.ﬁcianfy ‘many ‘of ‘their misconceptions. :

Edrtor)

Mrs! Shulamls Rogoff a consuitant toone: school s : “many ‘causal factors, only’ some ‘of - which- ¢an: be

~discussion groups, remarked, ’‘Some of the girlé ate - avoided. The emmotional problems that Chaim brought
to the marriage, for example; were clearly. beyond ‘the

~control .of “Rivka's " parents. Nevertheless, had her

“very upset by the ‘current ‘attitudes associated with
< dating and shidduchim.”’ Mrs. Rogoff has found that -
“these grotps: provade the girls with an opportiinity to

- share-their concerns: openly and learn that. they are not" that divorce might have been’ préveiited.

:.'_:. '__aione, ot of step or’’ ‘crazy.”
: The glrls speak for themse]ves

i "’When & shxdduch wniI be- red (spoken) 16 me; 1

_;face this 'marriage market ordeal!””

i

: "'__'1t gets drummed 1nto my: head that I'm not sup-

the <
differences between the close: reIatxonshlp of .a-bachur.

. the emotional and spiritual differetitiation between man’
- and ‘woman; and-how this can lead to ‘a harmonious *
: 3ﬁcomphmentar1ty, or chas veshoiom to frustratmg con— :

o Rabbi .Wolbe has prmted a book}et oF these dzs-.-i
- Cussions which, due to” the specific-legacy ‘of his late ":':'
- father-inclaw, Rabbi Avrohom (;rodzensk'y 5”31 zs not

. clearer understandmg ‘of “marriage; in: generai and'_-
. themselves, in"particular; all from a Torah perspective-
- -and in'a Torah environment. :

* Rabbi Wolbe has written a second bookiet in conn_;f.
B sultation with' Rebbetzin’ Tacobson - of . Jefusalem,
- ~designed for young:womnen, which'is available ‘to the
U general “public. This booklet, together with'a forward SR :
- “written by Rabbi Yehuda Meisels, has been published = - of these sessions is to help the girls:clarify what it'is
- they really want'in'a shidduch. For example; shé talks.
o withthe girls “about: where" they ' will: p]ace the’

< in-the second ‘booklet, Rabbi Wolbe rhscusses such._-'- Ea

e 'top:cs as: the impact of life'in a yeshiva:dormitoryona.
- bachur; -and the many cthanges needed for him'to adjust -
_ “the “importanceof ~patience and <
.~ tolerance from both chassan and kallz durmg the first™ .
- year of tharriage; the necessity of avoiding the all-too- 77

--common hazard -of -sharing  private, -husband- wxfe e

; 'relahonshlp factor on their Hist of pr;ontles

-'about some of the same- xssues

'-i_'-_:_'.'_hons rather than the rule. Itis hoped that mote of these
- kinds of opportunities will be provzded to heIp prepare
- their talmidim for marnage - ;

lead ‘only -after - the -Torah’ ‘community -as a

._'::Ievel The topics addressed in-the vaadim and the dis-
“cussion grotips mentioned above are those whach can be g
e deait thh at: home as weII e e
. (Another gitls’ school has only had these cIasses e i
o termattently, because a key ingredient to‘these classesis =
. the teacher; who ‘must be both knowledgeable and an~ -
“ideal -role:model. "An appropriate’ member “of “the 7
religious siudxes class has not always been avallable it :

* “certainly not /‘responsible” for her divorce, Divorce has

“ "'_orlented discussion -groups, as described above; would

i have helped Rivka: If such a group had beeii available
know thiat means:that I will be looked over by so i to her, she inight have chosen not to atternid: Even'if she
- many’ ‘other people that it makes me sick.

_j_'_dxd attend, she would have been’ quite passme and un-
":"_:.Somet:mes I'feel that I'd rather riot go_out than to

~involved.  Her ‘emotional’ problems. were 00 deeply
- " tooted at home. Tn other cases, however '
__-_probiems ongmatmg A the famxly, A
“seminary ca ‘play a ‘vital Tolé in preparmg_'young peo—
: pIe for marnage and thereby prevent dworce

Somehow 1 find it aIl 80 confusmg For 18 years .

; hink a outboys
Then; --aﬂ'_'of a sudden, hterai]y “over night,’ I'm
“sipposed to-be:able not only to go ut with b
'but also to fee! relaxed on- the date“'

L _I d Iike to know why are: ali demsmns ‘about
" marriage stipposed 1o be made by the fourth or

- fifth date? Just knowing that I would have tha

- kind of a deadline 'would make me too nervous fo
evaluate a situation clearly!” See

Ulhmately these distussions help the gitls to gai

. Mrs. Rogoff pomts oiit that: another one of the goals

“Evet though the girls don’t believe me;’ she adds,:
I sften remind them that the boys are usually womed

The examples c1ted above are; unfortunately, excep

Yeshlvos and - ‘sefniiniaties, hoWever wxl] foliow the

‘ecognizes its” responsibility on an’individdal; family

When the Class Could Have Heiped

'In the case of R:vka c:ted above her par

parents prepared Rivka moté thoroughly for marriage,

=Tt s hlghly doubtful, however whether ‘martiage-




.The Case of Reuven

Sl mzddle«of—the-road Orthodox” family. Although his
- father-did riot have an extensive yeshiva background,
©“Reuven’s parents did not object to his decision to con-
- tinue -his full-time yeshiva studies after high school.
“While - they - did ~question -him .about " his future
- wocational plans and prospects, they never pressured
.. ~him to leave the yeshiva.
o wAt 26, Rewven was not the oldest bachur in” the
" yeshiva, but all of ‘his friends were alfeady married.
< Even -though -his parents did not pressure him to get
Lmarried, Rewpen still felt overwhelmed by the subtle
'-';'socza! préssure of his peers.

o between - his _parents,which he observed at home,
- " Reuven adapted to the unpleasant family environment
. by-ignoring it to -the best of his ability. When he
~eouldn’t ignore it; he planned elaborate avoidance
- imaneuvers. Reuven learned to use a similar approach in
i dealing with all of his anxieties. They never went away,
=7l nor did his parents’ marital conflict disappear; but at
22 least he was able to live with them,
oo When Reuven’s chavrusa (study pariner), two years
" his- junior, became engaged, Reuven panicked. He had
“often felt self-conscious, but now he felt even more so.

- pelled to-get married.

"~ ‘way of dealing with them had some very unfortunate
fconsequences
" What ‘were Reuven’s worries? First of all, he was
“afraid that he would make an improper mate selection
“and thereby condemn himself to repeat his parents’ tur-
--moil. In addition, since many of his parents’ arguments
focused on financial matters, Reuven feared poverty.
i With no- realistic vocational plans, Reuven hesitated
U laking - on the financial responsibility of marriage,
< Finally, Reuven knew that he had coped with unplea-
.sant feelings in the past by ignoring them and he had
- handled anxiety-provoking situations - by strategicalily
o planning to avoid them,
" Even while out on a date, Reuven was- plagued with

- .quate his old adaptations were to this new situation.
~""How' absurd! Here I am, going out and at the same
o time I'm-hoping that nothing really comes of it!”

“-:-Characteristically, he did not discuss his fears with

“even Reuven couldn’t completely suppress his fears of
-marriage by the time he turned 26.

“50 self-conscious, however, that he could not be com-
-pletely open and failed to present his problem in its
“fullest proportions. He posed the problem in vague
S fmanc:al terms, and as a result,. recewed an inadeguate

Reuven ‘Comes from whit could be descr:bed as a |

27 Reuven -had ‘always been a somewhat tense young - -
: ":"-man This was due, in part, to the marital conflict

- ‘He was tormented by his bachur status and felt com- s

Reuven’s apprehensions were ot unusual, but his -

'ﬁ :_"these thoughts and was pmnfuily aware of how inade- -~

::-.any friends. although he was most eager to do so. But

- He consulted the Mashgiach of his yeshiva. He was -

T response: How could the Mashglach know what was .o

“really troubling Reuven? : ST

Reuven finally did become engaged tc Chaya ‘a

- seminary graduate now working as a secretary. When .

© thinking of his vocational plans, he tried, unsuccessful- . -
ly, to satisfy himself with vague generalities and -
abstract prospects. Every time he thought about it, he

““became more and more anxious. In addition, the -

' -slightest, normal disagreement with Chaya aggravated

his fears of repeating his parents’ ristakes. Further- =

“more, the multitude of new situations with Chaya,
" future in-laws, wedding plans, and so on, challenged

his avoidance strategies. He had difficulty learning as

© his uncertainties snowballed, became depressed, feared =~

it was noticeable and tried desperately to hide this, too. -

Reuven’s marriage to Chaya Iasted for an agomzmg Sl
five months. . o . :

'Althbtigh'_'Cﬁé?a":éer'taif\if cb’ﬁld"ha.\:re"_beeﬁ'.mﬁch- |

more supportive to Reuven, his apprehensions and - .

anxieties clearly planted the seeds for this divorce.
While many of Reuven’s worries originated at home,
questions about financial responsibilities in marriage;

" -about coping with the future, inevitable strains in the

husband-wife relationship; and about avoiding the pit-

" falls of one's parents are most common. Many young "
. .men and women share similar, even identical concerns.
- “Some of them diffuse the time bomb of these concerns -
“heart to heart” talks with friends, -
" relatives, and Rabbonim. A large number of young men =
~and women, however—similar to Reuven—try to cope -
" with these valid questions by ignoring them or sup- . - .
_pressing them. In spite of such efforts, these questions .-

‘with hours of

often reappear later, in much more frightening and un-

-~ manageable dimensions.

~ Reuven was convinced that his ‘Mashgiach would -
have ridiculed him, had he shared his fears openly.

~That is most doubtful. Nevertheless, if a marriage-
- oriented discussion group or vaad had been available to -

him, it is likely that Reuven would have attended. Even

" if he wouldn’t have “opened up” there, hearing the =
-~ similar concerns of others might have had a positive,

cathartic effect in calming his tensions.

_ - Shortly after his divorce, Reuven sought guidance at -
~a local vocational guidance service, The perceptive
~counselor referred Reuven to a psychotherapist for in-

- dividual counseling. This counseling, in part, addressed

. -issues of concern for Reuven which could have been
- effectively handled in a pre-marital discussion group. .=+

- Had this been the case, it is quite possible that Reuven . - -
- -and Chaya's divorce might have been prevented.

Conclus:on X

- There are no easy ‘answers for dafﬁcult queshons- -

Even if parents and mechanchim work to get to know =
“their children and students more intimately and work to
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1 provide opportinities fot maritallife education, divoree
o owill not be eliminated entirely from the Torah com- -
7 munity. As ‘mentioned ‘eatlier, each case of divorce . .
- within the' community is caused by a unique set of . ..

- tnany factors, only some of which may be avoidable. .- -

--.“Nevertheless, if ‘even one divorce is prevented thls S
"~ ~work will be well worth the effort.. = . S
: In addmon to the ”kol chassan v ko[ kalla’ " then .

':perhaps we w111 be hearmg sounds whxch w1El 1ead ko'
o _.more sustamed s:mcha and sosson, such astiins

o ”You know, Temmy, there is more fo becommg e
“a Kalla than just selecting a diamond ¥ing 7 :

"Yaakowv; theréis wiore t¢ becoming a chassan g
~ than simply’ deczdmg who' shoufd be the aydmn-_-"
under the chupa S T m :

One Plus One Equais One

S Those who see marriage as ‘the mstltutlonahzahon oF'.' :
- the state of “having fallen in love” suffer from a widely = -
o _helci fantasy, and can some -day rudely discover th.'?}:;;: " - Adam’s more abstract qualities—to - temper his .10805 o

" “educated in our yeshivos frequently have fantasies of

~extremely easy to also ‘fall out of love.

- their own- regarding marriage, although they tend to

" clothe them in loftier garments than do their secularized
- “cousins. But fantasies they are, nonetheless, and they _
~o . need realignment with Torah realities. . ; ;
" Ask a young man how he envisions the yonder s:de'-
“ “of the ch uipa, and he'll gushabout the eishes chayil who

~will work all day to support him 4t his scholarly pur-

.'-"_'s'uits in the kolel: At the end of the day she welcomes

~him with & bright smile-and a hot supper, then
" “scamipers off to do the laundry and dishes. .
"he imagines himself as a father with a flock of angelic

- ‘sweet zemiros deep into Friday night.

: thmgs do not always wotk out so smoothly; but then,

even if these thoughts are only dreams, a flawed reality -

' ."_can be improved by aiming for some kind of dream.
. -Yet, these fantasies~wholesome &s they may seem—can
:-be harmful, if only for being self-serving.. To build

~.one’s concept of martiage on an interpretation of the

S passage " And G-d created Eve to be aneizer kenegdo—

“the marriage relationship. Indeed, the Talmud describes

“in detail how malachim (angels) provided Adam with all.

".:Rabbi  Scheinman, n" #ative  American, has “beent studying “in i
~renowned Jerusalemt Kolel for a number of years, .
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 Growing Into Marriage

._'h'i's.'physi'c'al needs—even b'rodin.'g' meat and Fe’é&mg itto
"+ him (Sanhedrin 59a) negatmg any need for a phys:cal v
- helper.

- with her “pathos.” But this can not be the sole reason for

"~ having . been - created. . with both: male and" female
~ features; subsequently divided .into two parts. Obz"
viously this refers to more than his physical features.’

~‘that the main reason for creating woman was because

will make for him an ezer kenegdo-a‘helper opposite -

- -him,” to rid man of his levagdo status. Onecanevenun-
. derstand the emphasis of this passage as stressing the -
. kenegdo {opposite him)-that ""this ezer that I have'_in;i_.
ST S e L orth o corporated . into Adam; I will now externalize!” .
“children, faces glistening in the glow of candles; singing e (Pefhaps a clue to the significance of this can be un-"" -
““derstood by the Midrash quoted by Rashl that only‘ S

.-Perhaps some are hot so naive, and understand that -~ G-d is meant to- levado-aione) T

. Perhaps

“(Eicha Rabba) .

- ‘a helpmeet” as a basis for relegating the woman to a

) for the . 1 say cthe east! A yoke, however, can ‘be -appreciated -
role of physical subservience is to miss the essence of .- '

. when wewed as a device that channels dntamed energy_.-'_:-'
~“into produchve activity. Without a yoke, the strongest
~of forces is not only useless, but potentially damaging. -

-+ munities :with. electricity, water, and recreation: Left to’
runwild, it will turn into"a colossus-of “destruction.

A schemman

‘One can suggest that Eve was created t complement' :

the creation of Eve. Forthe Gemora describes Adam as:

-Indeed, a closer examination of the passage'indicates”

"It is not good for man to be levado—alone.”” Thus: /1~

The Mamage “Yoke"

Regard;ng the passage, "It is good for fhan o bear a
yoke in his youth” (E:cha 3:27), the Midrash defities’ -
“yoke"” as applying to marriage, among other burdens
. a:most unpleasant connotation, .to " -

A river harnessed by a dam will supply scores of com-

(Appropnateﬁy, the pasuk uses. the word gever” 'to'-j-:_'-




denote “man,” a term that usually refers to male .-
o strength-=see: Malbim on Yoel 8:2 and on fyov 14:10.)
" ‘But what exactly is the yoke of marriage? And where
. does” it lead?

The “Kesuba” :

el An 1mportant part of the marriage’ ceremony is- the o
" reading of the kesuba—a complex legal document that
" 'details the husband’s financial obligations towards his
- ‘wife. In vain do we search for pledges of mutual love,
_“honor, or respect. Yet the kesuba is central to the
- Jewish wedding because it signals the assumption of
" responsibility for another person: '“And you shall dwell
siin my house and your needs provided from my
- possessions,”” in some ways, the very essence of marital

- life. This accountability for the other person extends to
-“the spiritual realm, as well, as is alluded to in an inci-

dent in the life of King Solomon. The Tanach says:

~ “"Then Solomon built an altar {to idols)"—when in fact -
. not Solomon, but his wives did so. This form of expres-
- sion'implies that he was held responsible for this wives’
- actions. The Zohar in Parshas Bereishis on the pasuk
2" And G-d fashioned the side of Adam,”” says: Here we
" are taught that parents provide for a daughter as long

" as she lives with them. As soon as she marries, her hus-

band supports her and looks after her needs (free

~translation). Although the Zohar means this as an
- analogy for a deeper concept, the statement is also true
©.7 in its simple sense.
-~ Gimilarly, a man is accountable for the actioris of his -
" children until they reach maturity, at which point he
.+ -declares (in-a brachs) “Blessed . ..
- ‘responsibility for this one.”

who freed me from

“The Rungs of Responsnbzht‘y

_ Rabbl Chaim Shmulevitz 31, the late Rosh Yeshwa C.

S of Mir, once commented that Judaism’'s social grading

" gystem is based on the measure of responsibility

_.‘assumed by the “gradee.”” The highest rung of the

' social order is occupied by the King, who is responsible
“for the whole of Klal Yisroel.

- Judah' demonstrated his qualifications for Jewish

“ royalty by expressing his responsnb:hty for his brother

. Benjamin to his father: “I guarantee him, seek him
"from my hands.”

2o Reflecting this same quahty, Boaz assumed respon-- |

"_----:.-sx‘oihty for a distant relative (Ruth) when there was

“. “closer kin, thus meriting to be the progenitor of royalty

7 “for all time to come, beginning with his great-grandson,

" David. The essence of royalty, then, is the acceptance

“of the burden of the entirety of Klal Yisroel.

On the other end of the scale is the shoteh—

" .sometimes incorrectly translated as a “simpleton’” or

idiot”’~defined in the opening chapter of the

" “Shulchan Aruch Yore De’ah as someone not accoun-
-~ table for his actions. Thus, we have the full range, from

melech to shoteh.

. 12

'I'o be Free and Soar’

A man’s yoke of marriage has been descr:bed as con-

- sisting of the responsibilities incumbent upon him: .
" when single, he is free to do as he wishes, when he - 7
“wishes. As a married man, he is burdened by his family,
~worrying about his wife’s comfort, happiness, and
- -spiritual status, and concerned with his children’s up- -

.- -bringing. He may muse: wouldn't it be better to be un- .
" hampered by this yoke? Wouldn’t | be free to soar to " .
“ the heights of intellectual and spiritual achievement? -

" --But then he would thwart his actual growth as a person.

~ When a baby is born, he can barely perceive others.

" "He lives completely within his own world, troubled
“only by his hunger, pain, and discomfort, happy when

his needs are met. As he grows older, he realizes that
there is a world around him: He smiles back at people

- and begins to communicate with others. In time, he
-plays with other children and learns to become part of a
~-group {i.e. class, club). He develops a social—and world
~consciousness, following a steady progression of de- .

egocentrism.
This phenomena is described in Tanach, as pointed

.out by Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe, 7w, Mashgiach of

Yeshiva Be’er Yaakov, in his sefer Alei Shur: the

~-passage "'Drink water from the pit (collected from other
- sources), flowing waters from within your well. You
- weﬂsprmgs burst forth, Into the streets [forming] pools

of water” {(Mishlei 5:15, 16)—traces an advance from

" “imbibing from others to supplying others. “When a

person is born,” says Rabbi Wolbe,” he possesses all his
qualities in their potential; with each stage of growth he
brings them to fruition. . . . Whether in Torah study or

other areas of divine service; 2 person must develop his

dormant intellectual and emotional attributes.
“That period of life when a person ‘finds himself’

-and chooses a role in life, gradually emerges as a new
era of life—the era of 'your well-springs shall burst
~forth’: A person builds a house, fathers children,
~teaches students, becomes a full member of society. .
These extroversions of a person’s avoda {divine service) . -
-are stages in self-development. But instead of self-

development through introversion, it is self-

' " development through working and assuming respon-
- sibility for others . .. .
“A man goes up from his c:ty—-cm‘d he is elevated in -

I

his house . . . in his neighborhood , . . in his city . . . in

all of Israel, and all the world. Yet this only came from .

hamself” (Midrash Shmuel Chap. ).
“Each successive sphere of activity in which the
~scending man finds himself places new burdens and

" responsibilities upon him. By successfully fulfilling his
_obligations, he elevates himself further, finding that he
is given even .greater responsibilities ...

“‘protegerie’ becomes widened” (free translation, Alei
- Shur, p.277).

and his

Thus a person’s growth in avoda paralléls his natural

- emotional growth. From drinking waters collected from
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' others. -

sthers,; ..he'graduates to seIf—sustenance hié:.'bwn;_'__'.;;i:"_”
' -".'-weiisprmgs ultimately overflowing to the benefit of -\~
- The - period of ”overflow begms on. the o

fweddmg day - _ o
' Ssers The Gwe and Take of L:fe

" should find expression in a loftier purpose=a sacred

. function. There is only one aspect of human nature that
-’ is ex nihilo—original with Man, without counterpart in
- épiritual realms: the desire to receive. A man is-bornas -~
‘A complete ‘receiver’” getting everything and giving * -~
L nothmg in return. His hfe purpose is to- become a -

nger . wtthouttakmg any beneflt EorhlmSelf
Before Rebbi” (Rabbi-Judah the: Prmce) “died; he'

‘held his hands aloft and ‘said that henever derived any_'
" pleasure from -this -wotld.. The “hands:are’ the in-
“struments that ‘take and give; "Rebb:" testxﬁed regar :

: . ding himself that he was only a “giver.”
" A person’s each and every character trait, we are told R

7 reﬂects a corresponding trait of his Creator, and :deaily

Now one -¢an-gain ‘more-insight as to where the

' _yoke of miarriage is meant to Jead. Marriage is ‘the
-~ “crucial turning point .in the lifelong mietamorphosis
-~ from being a receiver from others into’a benefactor to .
-'others. Thus - it is 56 essential -that ‘man not be a: -

“levads’~that sucha condition is only feasible for G-d

."_.H:mself ‘Man -mut “have -somieone- ‘upon - whom to"-
: _bestow goodness or else he remains ever a receiver.:

On Love Between the Sexes

. think that this Jove has no true personal content.
-~ Perhaps it is merely something implanted in us by

"maintenance of the world, just as hunger is given

“this additional emotional attachment? . -

' ~necessarily lacking in their case.

“"He who has nowife ...
' and -by ‘giving each other this completion they

already established: the one who gives, loves..

S happmess which each bestows on the other wni!
“-maintain and intensify their love. -

o ‘the Creator as part of His deep-laid plan for the -*.

““to us to ensure the preservation of the body. But =
- this-seems most unlikely. To-achieve this end the .
~biological urges of physical desire and yearning .

- for children would suffice. What is the point of -~

“enter into ‘marriage. This is because they are un-- ]
- able to shake themselves free of the power of tak-" 7} .
ing, and even ‘their natural instincts cannot turn 0400
:-them into “‘givers,” 4
~there ‘are couples who want as few chidren as . ]

We must rather -say that . this love: arises
- between husband and wife because they comple—
- “ment each other. This fact flows from the nature -~
*"with “which the ‘Almighty has -endowed them.
~‘Alone, every person is defective and .unable to =~
~carry out his proper function; as our Rabbis say, .~
_ ..is not a complete human
~being.” Together, .they complement each .other,-

time.-_Such people are outst’anding specimens of |
; they do not want to nge " evern to their 7 -
own children. s

" come to love each other, on the principle we have
Of course,. their love, in its turn, will make .-

" them want to go on'giving, and the pleasure and

<~ .On this basis we can understand yét another L
" remarkable fact. Why do we -find so often that .

 this husband-wife affection does not seem tolast? .~ |
S0 The answer “is simple.  People ‘are. generally -
o Rabbl Elzezer Eliyahu Dessler 5”2T /... stincts gain the upper hand they become “givers”

E : “ihool ) and “lovers.”
_ The Iove and’ affechon whxch often prevall
o between ‘man and wife are something remarkable -~
“:"in human psychology. At first glance we might

““takers,” not” givers.” When their biological in- " 3

Biit before very long nature relaxes -

-its grip and they relapse into a state of “"taking” as” 1 1
“before. This change takes :place imperceptibly. = "
‘Previously they were ‘joined together incan -at- oo
“mosphere of love and mutual giving.- From now ™|
"on they are “'takers” once again and.each begins- .=
- to demand from the other the fulfillment of hisor "~

‘her _obligations. - When- demands begm,_ love:

“depatts. -

- This is why 1 always say to a coupie in the"'

- joyousness of their wedding day:."Filling your o
" hearts at this moment is a wondrous desire to give =

“- - -pleasure and happiness to-each other. Takeé care,
-1 have heard it said that this love anses-from e

| - gratitude. Two people are grateful to each other .
-~ because they help each other to fulfill -their -
"“natural instincts. But this idea is mistaken. There -~

" are plenty of ungrateful people in the world, but =

" “we do not find that husband-wife affect:on is - B

my dear ones, that you strive to keep-this desire | -
-always as fresh -and strong as it is-at the present . . {.
“time. You should know that the moment you find -
-~ _yourselves beginning, instead, to make demands " "
..upon each other, your happiness is-at an end.” ;7" :

- There are some pedple who do not want to

‘even temporarily. Similarly,
possible—a very prevalent phenomenon in our -

“takers”;

- To sum up: the best relatlonshlp betwaen hus-:'- =

““band and wife will obtain when both achieve and 7]
. practice the virtue of giving. Then theit love will "
“‘never cease and their lives will be filled with-hap-= -~
- .. piness and contentment for as Iong as’ they hve on’
B _thls earth »

_from STRIVE FOR TRUTH, |
iranslated by Rabbi Aryeh Carmell,. 7 .-
__pubhshed by Feldheim Publishers” - ‘|
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S Anditis also apparent how most youthful dreams

:of marrled life are off by 180 deg.,.for they are solely -
‘based on ' What will I get”’—~whether in the realm of the
"2 physical and material or even spiritual ("Someone who
- will help me sit and learn”), while in truth one must also
-ask himself:

What am 1 capable of giving?”
~“Simcha” in Marriage
~The Rabb;s taught

"is ‘without joy.’
-+ Upon entering yeshwa prospective bachurim usual- -
1y are treated to a shmuess informing them that there is
- no pleasure greater than sitting and learning. It usually
-.-'itakes a bit of time to recognize that there are two
qualifications to this assurance:

The pleasure of learning is not similar to the

S '_.pleasure of playing baseball. It is an infinitely deeper
. and different pleasure.

: Every person is weighted down by aninherent in-

' 3._':értia that resists any attempts at raising one’s level of
‘'spiritual attainment. It takes much hard work and

many, many failures to achieve any growth.
These are two laws of nature that apply to all

spiritual endeavors.

" The simcha of a martiage in the light of our explana-

- “tion is much deeper and of much longer duration than -
~marital bliss in the common concept. And it is not at all
" ~easy to achieve. One of life’s hardest battles is to learn
‘to give; whether as a child of two, or a young adult of
S22

‘Whoever dwells without a w1fe: :

a prime goal in life—that of “going in His ways.’
‘deeper sense, he has converted himself from a taker to a
" giver. It is a task that begins at birth and ends at death,
but the fullerum is at the day of the chasurna. IOy

Rabbi Yechzkiel Sarnab”¥1, late Rosh Yeshiva of
Chevron, explains in his ‘commentary on Mesilas -

“Your statutes are songs to me’’ (Tehillim 119, 53). .
He points out that there are two basic types of

simcha, One is represented by the joy one experiences
in response to music. The band strikes up a chord and
"he is all a-dance. No sooner does the band stop, .
* “however, but he is as sullen as before. By contrast, a = =

person enjoys a deep, lasting joy after having built a

‘house with his own hands. He has invested time, .
" money, and effort, and his simcha upon completion is .
-eternal. o
David erred .in -comparing the joys of Torah to
“zemiros—music, for the pleasures of Torah study are

not derived from the tantalizing “vertel”’; rather they

are the joys that grow from the investiment of engaging
~in "la’asok—laboring in the words of the Torah’’ {from
- the bracha on Torah study).

Someone who looks forward to-marriage in terms of
the joys of "having a great time together’" will find his

--happiness dissipate as the years go by, and the yoke

will bear heavier. Only he who truly understands the
meaning of the yoke will reap compounded interests

"from his investments,

Fortunate is he that achieves thxs for he has reahzed
“In its

.Woma.-n and Famﬂy in Recent Pubhcatxons

a review artzcl

"The Jewish woman—and by ektensidn the Jewish
. “family—have received much attention of late. In part,
" this has been due to the general increase in Judaic
“*:literature, but many of the books that have appeared
“can be viewed as a response to the questions and
. pressures resulting from the women'’s liberation move-
~ i ment.
. The latter factor is particularly noticeable in secular
‘writings on the Jewish women, whose authors ap-
" proach their ‘subject from a secular perspective and
/7 value framework, and without understanding of the
. traditional approach and the Torah community. A re-

cent volume, The Jewish Woman -in America, in fact

"and fiction, aims to present the evolving role of the

American Jewess, but the authors appear totally un-
aware of what is happening in the vibrant and expand-

S ing Orthodox sector. It is even more saddening to find a
. complete distortion and misinterpretation of Torah

teachings on the subject, resulting from ignorance and
often actual hatred of Jewish tradition.
It should be noted that the shrill disapproval of the

" role played by Jewish women has lately even encom-

passed the Jsraeli scene—1975 still saw the publication
of a collection of memories of the Pioneer Women of

"~ The Jewish Observer / January, 1979
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" Palestine” in the conventional heroic style, but- more -
" recently the place of woman in Israeli society has been~ -
“rheasured and found wanting by the yardstick of ultra- -
-7 Tiberal egalitarianism. But such- ctiticism sounds loving
-~ indeed when compared to the rabid and passionate pre- .-
" judice against Orthodox thought and reality..(One .*-
-~ “volume on Israeli -women,- published by -Simon-and -
~-"Schuster, is downright libellous in its venomous hatred
- -of religious Jews; this reviewer wrote to the publishers ..
.~ for the source of an undotumented and particularly -
. offensive “statement of fact,” but did ot received the
courtesy of a reply.) . -

“There is-a great deal of tragedy in th:s—not the leas%'
that the ‘misreading of Jewish tradition prevents the -

women _involved -from finding -real solutions .and

. answers to their problems. Instead, a recent anthology
“on the Jewish Woman, that starts with the premise that
" ~in Jewish law and practice women are only peripheral
- Jews, concludes with proposals—presumably for giving
them equality—that are tragically Judicrous in their =
- uselessness. We therefore welcome a new work, Jewish
. Woman in Jewish Law, by Rabbi Moshe Meiselman -
- {Ktav and Y.U.Press, NY, 1978, $5.95), which seeks to -
" - dispel the cloud of ignorance and misunderstandings on
-+ this subject. Rabbi Meiselman does not aim to “justify” -
< Judaism in the eyes -of modern secular approaches; .
.- rather, he presents the Torah teachings -in their full -
" logic and harmony within the overall framework of -
"~ Torah.. The author is particularly -effective in:.
- delineating .the . complementary roles .of man and -
~~woman as assigned to them by the Creator, and the =~
““respective contributions that they have to make in order
. for the wotld to reach its perfection. The differénces in -~
o .- their,nature as well as in the duties assigned to them, .-
- i reflect their overall raison d’etre. Both man and woman -
“"can and should take pride in their specific task. In this
connection Rabbi Meiselman stresses a point that bears
~reemphasizing in our days. The family is the basic unit .
- of society and women in particular ‘must be its molder -~
- and guardian. Surprisingly, however, after quoting the ..
o oview of Abudraham, the classic' commentator, that

women -are exempt from time-bound commandments

- because of their familial responsibilities, he comments
- ‘that his explanation "'is too facile although perhaps not .
- ~completely wrong” -and that it is rejected by most -
-7 authorities (p43}. This comment is not only somewhat :
- presumptuous but also wrong; most early and late com- -~
" mentators {from Tosfoth Rid and Rifvah to the Chasan o
o -j.Sofer) offer the same exp!ana’aon

The Author Treads Too Softly

o In some piaces Rabb: Mexselman treads perhaps too:

o softly ‘Thus he concludes that the creation of additional .
“rituals for serving G-d “may or may not be forbidden" -

e but s certainly meanmgiess and ‘should be d15-- :
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_.couraged (p 62) If as he h;mself correctly states .such'_

-+ Jaws, the author states that, "any property that retnains -

*after the needs of wife and daughter-are satisfied i sub~-
~“ject 1o the laws of inheritance. It can be assigned by the
-+ owner to whomever he wishes—his sons, his daughters
. -or total strangers’’ (p.B4). He explains that the " Talmud =
'~ says that it is fitting and proper to grant sufficieritgifts =
““to one’s children. . . .. However, if one does not choose

- (p92). Actually, however, the Talmud enjoins us -

. against interfering wtth the normal operatton of the in-
herltance faws, - :

. however, . one ‘major - crmasm in ‘the “view" of this g
~reviewer, - .

""of particular importance, and 1 am afraid that this part =
" -of this book is quite confusing and even misleading. As

* by women—such as the legal debates contained iri-the -

“ritual creativity is to ‘deny divine- obhgahon as‘the
source of all'meaning in rel:gzous activity,” -theré can’.

" hardly be a question that it is forbidden (in fact; the in- S
“troduction of new rituals based on a non-Jewish value' =~
- system may be a ¢ase of Chukas Hagoy). Likewisein =

his . otherwise - excellent- discussion - of -the “inheritance

to do so, heis free to'dispose of his estate as he wishes” -

~The points here menhoned are minor. There s,
The author"s discus:s'ioh' of thr'ah' si'udy By -Wcjr’h’éﬁ .

he points out, study of those aspects of Torah that a i
woman needs {whether legal or xdeologlcal) is notonly™

- permitted for her, but indeed necessary. It is-also true— =
. and this is the thrust of the Chofetz Chaim’s remarks -
" which he quotes—that what a woman needs is related to -

. her general environment, and today much more has to=0 00
~“be included in this category than in the very different "~ "
“setting of a few hundred years ago. But this doesnot .7
" ‘mean that the study of those areas of Torah not negded.

Gemora—becomes permitted. It is not a“small group of ~

" authorities’’ (p.38) that forbid such studies but, on-the .=

“‘contrary, this has always been and still is the consensus w7 0
.of rabbinic authorities, backed up by the accepted prac-> - -7
‘tice: It is therefore misleading to speak of a “totally i 2
*_different direction . .. o
7 tieth century” which would make "'Torah study man-
" datory for women”’ (p.39). If “Torah study” in this .
" phrase refers to what women used in order to'develop <

"their . Torah observance and- faith, it -always. was """
“accepted as mandatory. If, however, it refers to-what
“~the author calls “optional studies” (those not required -~
- by women)~and this is -the impression the reader- -
~receives—then it is wrong and dangerous to speakof a .

~ totally different direction that makes these studies man-
- datory today. (In connection with'the question of Tarah - -
J wstudy the author -also refers to-the halachic Commen-- "
. tary, Prisha. Actually, the passage to which he refers i

-+ only permits self-study by women—in no way canitbe’
" stretched into a general rule that onie may teach Torah ..
“.of the kind not needed by her~"
“demonstrates the proper motivation”’ (p 38)——a touch'y' S
- matter to be determmed in any case. ) =

taken by scholars of ‘the twen- = Ll

‘to -a ‘woman ‘who -




Leamed Yet Very Readable

~""Meiselman does an excellent job in presenting the
= Torah viewpoint on the general problem of women'’s
“-role, and also on their specific religious functions. His
- book~learned, yet very readable—will undoubtedly
" prove very beneficial in countering the prevalent mis-
. interpretations of the Torah position. (Another
- “publication previously reviewed, which will be useful
“+.-- in this respect is In Accordance With His Will—extracts
.~ from the writings of Rabbi S.R. Hirsch, which deal
- with the role of women in Judaism; it is smaller and Jess
.- comprehensive, but for instance, complements Rabbi
- Meiselman’s rather brief remarks on the woman in the
C Tanach

[
3

- Wdﬁlén m the Family -

- touched on in- another recent publication, One: The
-~ ~Essence of the Jewish Home, by Rabbi Chuna Hertz-
“oman and Rabbi Shmuel Elchonon Brog (NY 1948;
- -available from Rabbi 5 E Brog, 1474 East 10th Street,
- ~Brooklyn 11230, or Rabbi C. Hertzman, 61 Harrison
“l -Awve., Brooklyn 11211; $5.95)

This collection of essays is devoted to the Jewish -

-~ home and seeks to convey to the reader an insight into

%7 -the basic ideals that, historically, have made happy

marriages a hallmark of Judaism. The slender volume

" originally appeared in Hebrew and Yiddish, and went

- through several printings; it is now available in a

- felicitous ‘English translation. It offers homely advice,

oot opopular and readable, sprinkled with stories of our

i Sages and guotations from Tanach and rabbinic
o literature,

G The authors 'put’ forth an eloquent plea for the right .-
e priorities—mutual understanding and harmony

" between couples rather than selfish pursuit of one’s
*own desires; devotion to Torah study rather than pur-
" osuit of business; work on one’s own shortcomings,
-7 rather than well-meant but harmful carping on those of
- the partner; strengthening rather than spoiling one’s

The Subjé.ct;o'f' the role of the Jewish womai s also - - -

down on hxmself but fmd nobxhty in hls lafe s task

it should be stressed,” however, thatuoverali—-Rabb; .~ They discuss the uniqueness of man; and the SPGCIfIC 3'. '

roles of man and women, father and mother. Their -

. protest against the desire of some women to attain

financial independence through their own efforts, and
an equal footing with their husbands, is well taken

- (however, a book addressed to the religious community
" surely should not even mention the argument that
~financial independence can lead to extra-marital
-dalliances!). Generally speaking, it is clear that

women's lib has very definitely affected Torah Jewry—
and it needs a rejoinder along Rabbi Meiselman’s lines,

- more profound and sophisticated than this book offers.

But, then, its authors do not really want to provide a

~philosophical treatise but, rather, concrete pointers toa -
. Torah life.

Many of the Rabbini¢ sayings quoted will readily

“stay in the reader's mind—e.g. Rabbi Yehudah Leib
Diskin’s observation that, if one gives “every man the
- benefit of the doubt,”

" come not to sin, for he will not want to be the first to do

as commanded, he himseif will

wrong. Such warm and direct advice is typical of the

~ -work as a whole. It is not a handbook for solving
- - problem cases or for contending with those outside our
- ~camp; but it will encourage our young people to go in
- . the way of the Torah.

“Other Works on the Theme )
An earlier and more wide- -ranging work &ealmg w1th :

 Jewish family life in its ramifications was Rabbi
. Eliyahu Kitov’s The Jew and His Home. This included
" - 'basic pointers on many of the dinnim pertaining to the
‘subject. But until now there did not exist a book that
. - specifically presented the whole range of dinnim that
-apply to the Jewish Woman in and outside the home.

Recently, however, there appeared Guide for the Jew-

- ish Women and Girl, by Rabbi Dov Eisenberg. This '
" wolume is not concerned with interpreting the role of

the Jewish woman but to define her religious role and

_obligations (outside the .area of family purity, which Sl -

has already found treatment in various publications).

"~ The author carefully provides the specific halachic
guidance needed by a woman as to her obligations in.

o say, prayer ot hohdax observance, PO

- children, etc.. They emphasize that one should not be

e _: .

World Jewry mourned the [oss of one of the world’s foremost Torah schoiars

i - Rabbi Yosef Chaim Shmulevitz, 9“8t, Rosh Yeshiva of the Mirrer Yeshiva in

“Jerusalem, who passed away on ianuary 2nd. The venerable Torah leader, who -
was 76 years old, was one of the leaders of the Moetzes Gedolei Hatorah (Council

~of Torah Sages) of the Agudath Israel of fretz Yisroel.

- Close to a hundred thousand people participated in the mn!e “long procession

‘to Har Mamenuchos, in what was one of the largest funerals in Jerusalem'’s history.

- The life-story of Reb Chaim, as he was belovedly known, is closely related to

| - that of the world-renowned Mirrer Yeshiva in its wanderings from Kraknova to
Shanghai to Jerusalem. In his over 50 years, Reb Chaim passed on his brilliant

f Torah and Mussar thoughts to thousands of students with an enthusiasm and

| diligence that never failed to inspire them.

A more detailed appreciation on Reb Chaim %31 is in preparation

s The Téwish ‘Qbserver / January, 1979
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"_3__".For Orthodox Integrxty;_,_-.

The American Orthodox Jewof today tends to think

- -that he -and -his immediate predecessors were the

- ‘pioneers of Torah Judaism in this country; and that =
. -before that American Jewish history was a vacuum in- .-

‘77" gofar as concerns Torah -observance and values. .

© mitzvah-observance -and “hashkafa  is indeed a

" .“ phenomenion of the very recent past. Certainly nothing ~ -

- resembling it ever existed previously in this country. -

“Nevertheless, study of American Jewish history of the - -~

‘more distant past is of msparatlonal value. While it does

" not reveal great Torah success stories, it does bring to - -

" light -tales - of ‘noble endeavors -on behalf of Torah -

“~Judaism, and illustrates that there were early fighters- -
"for Torah on the continent, who d:d succeed to some .

. degree

. Among the’ greatest Torah pmneers of the last cen?; -
i tury was Samuel Myer Isaacs, an important figure in - -

7 TOrthodox Jewish circles in New York for over thirty-
. Five years. Isaacs was born in Leetiwarden, Holland, on "
January 4, 1804. His father was a wealthy banker who

o fled to Engiand in 1814 from Napoleon’s invading ar-
" mies.. The London where Isaacs was brought up

. possessed a number of noteworthy Torah personalities,
i especially the .Chief Rabbi Solomon Hirschell (1762- -

1842}, son of Rabbi Hirschell Levin of Berlin and great-

grandson of the Chacham Zvi. _Rabbi Hirschell was-

““Rabbi Singer is Rav of the Young Tsrael of'E'Itmgl.nI'Ié'm Staters
“olsland, N.Y., and is @ Rosh “Yeshiva in the Hebrew Academy of

O _-'Nassau Coumy He is a frequer.-f confributor to these pages.

A "_."The TJewish Observ‘er /]anuary,’ 1979 .

""f_"-:"j.ln Nmeteenth Century |
: Amenca

- responsible for issuing the famous cherem against the
- 'Reformers in London in 1842. As a bay, Isaacs became
- -close to Rabbi Hirschell ‘and it was from him as well as-
- the various dayanim of the ‘Bais Din (among whom" -
- were disciples -of Rabbi Yaakov :of -Lisa.and-Rabbi =
- The sad truth is that the contemporary Torah world =

'thh its -high standards of scholarship, kashrus, - . Talmudic learning, although-he never studied for or'_'_-:_

' -_--recewed semicha (rabbinic ordination).

“oratorical talents of this’ young man and had him aps.
_"pointed principal of the London Neveh Zedék Jews'
“Orphan : Asylum; . where he -was ‘to. supervise ‘the
~religious - and secular education of “the children.

- sibilities and his opportunity for service soon came.

large stream of emigration began to move from London

-including such far-off places as Australia, South Africa~
. and Canada, with the largest group heading to America: =~ -
- -This - resulted -in- the establishment of. the first -
- Ashkenazic congregation’in New York—Bnai Jeshurun;
“.in 1825. This synagogue was formed primarily by"’
_ English Ashkenazim, some who had -previously ‘been
~members - of -New York’s only congregation, the
- Sephardic Spanish and Portuguese Shearith Israel, and
- others who were new arrivals from London: Apparént— -
ly, by 1825 ‘there were enough Ashkenazim in New
“York' interested in supporting their own kehilla. The *
- new-formed congregation bound itself to the minhag of ..

Akiva Eiger) that he:acquired ‘a good - measure of =~ -

Rabbi Hirschell was aware of the scholastxc and

However, Samuel Isaacs was fit for larger respon- -

Amenca»-—a British Spiritual Coiony o

Durmg the ‘early ‘nineteenth’ century, a relahveiy:'..f:

to various new English-connected areas of settlémient;

SRS [




~‘London and referred its religious questions to the Chief
“~Rabbi and Beis Din in England.

Not only the newly-formed Bnai Jeshurun Jooked to

. Rabbi Hirschell for guidance. Since there were no rab-
- bis and very few knowledgeable laymen in Ametica,
" _‘congregations all over the country turned to the London
. rabbi and Beis Din—the closest religious authority to
"~ ‘the United States and the one easiest to communicate
-~ with for guidance in religious questions, conferring
~them with a sort of informal recognition. This can be
" “seen from the numerous halachic queries and answers
-~ related to American problems found in the records of
".- ‘Rabbi Hirschell’s Beis Din.

Filling the Void -

oo In view of the terrible -spiritual” vmd exlstmg in
~America, Rabbi Hirschell encouraged Samue! Isaacs to
~leave London and accept the position of Chazan and
"+ -preacher at Bnai Jeshurun in 1839. lsaacs expressly

_~ promised his teacher before leaving that he would do
- -everything in his power to oppose anti-Torah forces in
- ‘the New World.

RahbiHirscP;éll m London was 2 source of guidance .. -
- Isaacs was engaged at Bnai Jeshurun “to give lectures -
‘=" on.Shabbat Hagadol, on Shabbat Teshuva, and on
-every Shabbat preceding Rosh Chodesh and at other

times when the Parnes and trustees may so direct.’” He

- was the first to introduce regular English sermons into

the American synagogue. His sermons are masterpieces

- of oratory, many of which are still applicable today.
7.7 They are all dedicated to strengthening Torah obser-
.- vance among the audience and exhibit a high degree of
~learning by the author.

Schunlmg the Chlldren :

Isaacs main- efforts’ were in educatmn for he ‘was

- fully aware that setting up Jewish schools offered the =~
Conly way to ensure a future for Orthodoxy in this
- country. In'1842 he reorganized the afternoon Hebrew
- 'school of Bnai Jeshurun, converting it into an all day

Hebrew and English school for boys, known as the

~-"New York Talmud Torah and Hebrew Institute. By the

next year, there were eighty pupils in the school, which

~~had a budget of $1,500~a substantial sum in those
- days. In 1845, the highest class, which consisted of two
boys, was able to translate and understand Rashi, an

. .unheard-of accomplishment in America at the time.

" The success of the school was shortlived, however,

. -For it soon ran into financial difficulties. Bnai Jeshurun - -
-~ was unable to support it alone and lsaacs tried to make '
‘it into a community project. He asked the various syn-
-agogues that had begun to form in the city to send

delegates to a meeting to support the school. They,
however, refused. Rich Jews were unwilling to send

‘their children to the school and the poor Jews could not

s itk

to the Congregation Brai Jeshurun in New York. - :
afford to. So after a valiant struggle, the Ta}mud Torah '

- closed its doors in 1847,

Other congregations in New York, however, con:

- tinued to maintain their own elementary day schools

"~ throughout the 1840's and 1850's, but there was no
~Jewish high school anywhere in the country. Isaac ex-
_pressed concern about this in an article he wrote in 1857
" urging the founding of such a school “in which anyone
- who pleases can be taught the truths contained in the

Bible and the commentaries on the Law.” He continued;

- The Jewish Observer / }aﬂu‘ary, 1979
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7 flooded ‘into--America,

7 "We cannot ‘afford o lose a-day. 15 nnomnbn
S oogig L Finally, in the late 1850's, Isaacs corivinced -
- “the New York congregation to open a private Hebrew
"~ high school for Jewish students enrolling boys from all
" 'the various “New  York synagogues.

. taught the Hebrew subjects, which reached quite a high

level for the time, including the study of Mishna. After .~
f-some years financial difficulties also closed this school..

“Fhe'Struggle for *’Shabbos”

" observance. The mitzva most neglected by immigrants

7" to America 4t the time, and indeed, subsequently until
1our -own time, was Shabbos observance. Upon his -~
- arrival in'New York, Isaacs attempted to exclude Sab- -
"~ bath violators from membership on every board at Bnai -

. Jeshurun. However, he received -no congregat:onai :

- backing ini this, and failed.

The Sabbath issue eventually led Isaacs to leave hls' _

. pulpit at Bnai Jeshurun. A group of members inspired -
" by Isaacs becdme disgusted with ‘the Jenient attitude
“towards Sabbath violation-in the offiéia]iy Orthodox -~
. ‘congregation—such as the practice of giving synagogue ..
“-“honors to Sabbath violators, and seceded in 1845, foun- -
“on-pure orthodox e

ding Congregat;on Shaarea Tefila
~ principles.”’

- Isaacs assumed - the pulpit there in 1847 remammg

" unitil his ‘death. At the time, he expressed his feelings .~

In the -

.-stoned to-death . - but -
now we count their society, give them the first honors -

“-~in the synagogue, call them up to hear the law recited

. which anathematizes the Sabbath-violator. We dread =

" ‘zbout Sabbath obsetvance in Leeser’'s Occident:
~days of yore violators were ...

" the moment that the finger of innovation should erase

- - anything -from  the ceremonial code; but-calmly .we ~
~.-. behold the hand of sacrliege destroymg the Ten Com~ o

- mandments

Combattmg Reform S

Isaacs was aiso very involved in the struggle agamst =

"."_.'Reform in -this country. With .the beginning of the

©1840's, a massive influx of German Jewish immigrants -~
Jswamping ‘the existing
predominantly English - Jewish community. Some of

‘these Jews brought with them Reform ideas which were

- greatly strengthened by the arrival of radical reform =

- “Rabbis” from Germany, such as [saac M. Wise and

‘Max Lilienthal. Isaacs, an articulate English writer and

speaker devoted much energy to fighting these ideas.

. In 1857 he founded The Jewish Messenger, firstas a©
“semi-monthly and later as a weekly -newspaper, .for:

“-which he served as editor and wrote most of the articles,

" assisted by his son and his students. In the very first -
e “'Qur principles are based upon the -
- strictest orthodoxy.” Nostalgically, he wrote of former -
“the -Rabbis were faithful to their

~- charge, the flock fed on such mental food from which - 1859, as a result of the outcry in the Jewish world con-'

“~issue he wrote:

"~ times .in which

L The Jewish Observer / ]ahuhry,-.lé??&". :
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- thiey miight eat and live forever, there was no scoffing at:
“religious -exactions; no-deriding Divine principles-as’
~“unsuited to the spirit of the age, the violator of the Sab-~
" bath and festival d1d not ask others to join h;m in ihe o
Isaacs himself - unholy-alliance.”
S Messenger ‘which. continued ‘until his death; Isaacs’
" remained a strong opponent of Reform. Many of hisar=

- plant, which has of late shot forth with lamentable lux- -
-~ uriancy in some congregations, to the derogation if not -
- “subverston; .of our time hallowed faith.”

- New York, have each-and every one .its own form-of .
- prayer. Which-of them has the best, we donotknow,as
.- -we confess we never had sufficient curiosity toopen the

- -Liturgical ‘exercises .laid .down for our gu:dance m'_"' 8
- Israel’s code of laws:” SR

. .j- in wh:ch they jeopardize their future bliss, .

- religionists are provided with proper men :
~“having twenty thousand Israelites in our midst, are ac-
B ..'tuaﬂy -careless .on .a- matter which affects body and . -
- “soul.” Unfortunately, due to the lack of any central = -
- authority this chaotlc situation continued thh regard

“to-kashrus.. o

: '-.of the New York community. In 1843 he formed the
“Bnai -Jeshurun Ladies  Benevolent Séciety, the first’

- Throughout: }us career as - echtor of The }ewrsh -

ticles .were -well-written,. with -a .sharp satirical -berit.

' Some.are quite topical today and can st:ﬂ be read 'with ™~
In addmon to fighting for }ew:sh educahon fsaacs

- - was very -concerned -about . safeguarding  mitzva- -

profit.. Thus ‘he described Reform .as ““that curious

In-analyzing |
the various Reform prayer books produced in America, .-
Isaac commented ‘Charleston,  Cincinnati,” Baltimore, -

pages _of .one, being - perfectly satisfied ~with - the

Fxghtmg I—'or Kashrus, Proper Bur:a} Chanty _
" The pages of The Jewish Messenger reveal much in- :

_ .formatton about Jewish religious life in- America, In"
1858,
- Baltimore had called his attention'to the chaotic sittia~- -
“-tion of kashrus in New York saying ke was ac'tually S
paralyze’d by the violations rampant m the city.:

.Isaacs noted -that Rabbi Abraham Rice “of @

"The above charge,” Isaacs wrote, "'is literally- frae
how pliant some men’s conéciences are on'a tnatter-
SATE We

“to rpurchase . meat -from’ butchers ‘who- have three
.-:'_Hebrew letters in their store without making any in- =
‘--quiry whether ‘they are Israelites, are deserving of our : -
. confidence, or whether they should not be doubted;
. seeming :that they vxolate the most hoiy rites of : our
- religion.” St

Isaacs called for mandatory reexammatton of New:

: York shochtim, noting that many had never been tested - .

since their departure from Europe. The smallest com= -
munity in Europe takes every care 'that-their co~
.o 'while'we:

Isaacs was achve in chantabie and welfare actmt:es'

‘Ashkenazic Women’s: Chevra Kadisha in New York, "

- ‘which did taharos, sewed shrouds, and paid the funeral

expenses of poor Jews. In 1845, he ‘was among the "

. founders of the Jewish Publication Society of America; "~

dedicated to- publishing books of Jewish interest) Ini .
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¢erning the Ri&n'ap.p"i:{g of tdgar Mortara, Isadcs led in
. the formation of the Board of Delegates of American
- Tsraelites, It was his hope, unfortunately never fulfilled,

that this organization would grow into an American

 “national kehilla. Again, in 1873 he played a central role

~“in starting the United Hebrew Charities in New York to

- centralize and coordinate all charitable activities in the
- cxty

Tsaacs was closely connected with the Jews’ Hospital,

- which in 1852 was the first such institution in
7. America. Until that time, Jewish patients were treated

" 7in Christian hospitals where they had no kosher food
-and in their weakened condition, were subject to cons-
- tant attempts at conversion, lsaacs, as the hospital’s
. first vice-president, exerted all his influence to see that

‘- this institution fully conformed to halacha. Thus in
1859, after much discussion in the pages of the Occi-
dent and other American Jewish periodicals, he wrote to

" Chief Rabbi Nathan Marcus Adler in London with a
. halachic query as to the permissibility of post-mortem
- examinations and autopsies at a Jewish hospital. Rabbi
- Adler's response, which was publicized in the

American and British Jewish press, allowed such anex-

_--amination only if the life of another person, present at
- -the- time, depended on it. The Jews’' Hospital later
~ “became the present Mt. Sinai Hospital.
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Isaac also devoted much energy, together with Isaac
Leeser, to the establishment of Maimonides College, an

- Orthodox seminary in Philadelphia in 1866, as an
~ QOrthodox training school for chazanim, shochtim,
““teachers, and preachers. He also devoted much energy

. to raising funds for this school, to put it on a firm foun-

. 'dation. Unfortunately, the college was never a success

and it was closed in 1868, soon after Leeser’s death.
The Turning Tide Against Torah

. Ihdeed by the 1860's the tide had turned decisively
-~ against Orthodoxy in America. More and more con-
" gregations were abandoning their Orthodox principles

and accepting the new Reform gospel. There remained

““only a small group of individuals and congregations
~-faithful to Torah, holding out for Orthodox Judaism.
- Isaacs continued his sharp attacks on Reform in his
“newspaper, as in 1866, when he noted that what was
_needed was not “the unauthorized tampering with the
-tenets of our blessed faith, not the manufacture of a
" ‘convenient religion,”” but he seems to have been less
v and less effective. '

- Isaacs gave further expression to these developments

“in an articles in The Jewish Messenger in 1868, com-

22

" menting on theé absolute disorder that prevailed in-the =~
field of Jewish marriage and divorce. He realized that = -~
only a true halachic authority could stop the descent of
~-the American Jewish community into assimilation and
. disappearance, and therefore advocated the formation
- of a proper beis din, noting that there were "Fifty thou-
sand Israelites in our city, twenty-six synagogues, and -~
not one properly constituted Beth Din, to whom -
_-questions of the greatest importance might be en-
“trusted.”

He eloguently described the situation
whereby parties who desired a Jewish divorce went to a

- Charlatan who “without any compunction of con-

science, readily yields to the wishes of the applicants,

c-and they are divorced contrary to Jewish law, but
" agreeably to his understanding of its principles.” Isaacs
pointed out how this led to the chaotic situation affec- -
_ting the permissibility of marriage with thousands of
- Americans, who were the product of such illegal

divorces. ' As far as our experience extends,” he noted,
“and it is upwards of a quarter of a century in this city,

- that there is everything to deplore and nothing to ap-
. prove, as it regards our religious supervision.”

'~ The cutrents of change sweeping the American . -
Jewish world also began to affect Isaac’s congregation, -
*--Shaarei Tefila, when formed in 1845, was located on
" Wooster Street, between Spring and Prince Streets, .-
" north of Canal Street, then a well-to-do Jewish area. In -

1869 the synagogue moved, with the shift in Jewish

location introduced pressure on Isaacs for change in the

" _synagogue ritual. The old generation of founders had
~passed away and a new Americanized group was in
.- .control. Despite all his efforts, Isaacs was forced to -
- agree to some minor changes—such as omission of the -
-Piyutim and a later time for beginning services—to ward

off basic halachic violations. Despite this, the pressure

. “for Reform continued to mount even within his own
- congregation. Isaacs, however, succeeded in main-
*taining halachic standards for the rest of his career until

‘his death in 1878. However, shortly after that time,
“with the erection of a new building yet further uptown,
- Shaarei Tefilla became completely Reform, introducing
-.an organ and the Reform prayer book. In a sense the
‘members had to wait for Isaacs to die before severing

their links with Torah Judaism.
Although the life of Samuel Isaacs seems in

. retrospect to be singularly unsuccessful, we still can
- find much to respect and admire in it. It is true that
-most of what Isaacs built and attempted to build did not

stand the test of time. It was heartbreakingly difficult to

- plant Torah in the soil of America, yet the couragous

- attempts of this authentic Torah pioneer to raise Torah

" observance and knowledge in the country surely were
not- totally wasted. He plowed up the earth and

- prepared it for later more successful plantings, and a

delayed but magnificent ﬂowermg of Torah in

America, : _ 15
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" population, to Forty fourth Street between Sixth - .
" Avenue and Broadway. As is often the case, change in
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The Explosmn That Shook Up Baynt Vegan

o HEY say that all of Hap:sga' s
" Street shook from the explosion

that Sunday not too long ago. The

- boom was so loud that ear drums
~were pierced. I heard about it 7:30
_“~that evening. Usually at that time
.--we daven Maariv in yeshiva. That
oo clevening, however, a neighbor of
S+ - 'mine from Bayit Vegan walked up
©.7 . to the bima and let the reading of

" Tehillim,
" Hanach Teller, a frequent contribiitar fo JO,

is an American living in Jerusalem, studying

L an the Mirrer Yeshiva there.

' ”Vusc eppes o I asked.
A bomb just went off ona 12

~Vegan.”

© . ""Hashem yerachaim!’ 1-ex-
--claimed, “that is exactly where I live
- =My wife should have left work for

~home on the number 12 half an
Oh thank G-d, today -

~hour ago. . ..
‘-is Sunday,” I remember with relief,
“the day that she visits her grand-
~mother.”
. Within those few seconds I could
-almost feel my heart stop beating--

'_that cold clammy feeimg wh;ch
-~ ‘makes one brace for support. My
bus at the Kol Torah stop in Bayit

solace was so great that I didn't .-
even think of inquiring about in-

. juries.

AFTER Madriv 1 left for home on

“the 12 bus. I got off at the Kol

Torah stop, kicked away some glass

~from in front of my building, .
- picked up the mail, and went out to ~ .

learn. [ was genuinely amazed at

how the evening’s tragedy had

hardly disturbed me. After learning
for about twenty minues, [ heard a
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-. CALL MR. GREENFIELD 853-0700
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*hefkerl..

o gound track in the distance<the all-
e too-frequent Israeli harbinger of in-
U auspicious news. As the truck drew:
“icloser I listened | attentively:
U Hakshivu - hakshivu!  Toshavei
. Bayit . Vegan, dameini - einenu -
. .- Attention . attention, -
" residents of Bayit Vegan,.our blood
.- 73s not cheap, a démonstration will
Vi becheld. LT
- “throat... Dawieiny - einenu - hefker.

neighbor, a friend, a:. .
- ‘barely concerried. As'soon as I had
~realized that my wife was not on the
“bus,. 1 had dismissed the incident

“summarily. Why, I rode the same - -
"bus .line ‘home! “"Hakshivu, . =
~hakshivu  toshavei - Bayit Vegan! -
"“Residents of Bayit Vegan!” We =

1 felt a lump-inmy .-

were al] in"this together.

“before. Her glasses ‘shattered "into
- her eyes and she was still inshock:
It wwas -beginning to hit home.
iWhere was . my sensrfzv:ty?—My_i
“moral education?

cand T was®

. LATER that night I fourd out
'_'that one of the girls on the bus had - .

-How could | forget Rav Chaxm..
Shmuelevitz »7¥1, during ‘the first
days of the terrorist hijacking to™

~Entebbe asking -with tears running
~:down his cheeks, " What would you -~
‘do if your brother -was on .that

'__Blood ‘was smlled perhaps a"-_;

A CALL I-'OR TORAH STUDY

“Join' the hundreds of Chaverim in the U.S. A L
: Israel and other parts of the wotld who now enjoy = ...
“an extra spiritual dimension in Jewish living by -
~learning three halachas and / or two mishnas and -
-/ or the weekly sedra every day.

i tw: ~on ‘7w mn v'w ‘]T}J?ﬂ! Aoy HRa w:ny“w ’7: Srar

D DUARTY ACR Mt

You wﬂ] gain respect and love from your farm]y
B and become an inspiration to your friends. T

- Ask for your free Ju'ach from
“RABBI ELIEZER KARP,; Chairman

spent Shabbos at our house the day -

MISHNA AND HALACHA YOMIT'
3__1562 51st Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219 -~

- Pincus Mandel

; ~experience in :
Kvura ‘on all cemeteries in Eretz Y:srae.'
With all Hidurim — as done only by
_ Shomrei Torah Umitzvos

. of Chesed Shel Emes-in all its implications
. without emphasis on the myan of
: ~monetary gain. .

Recommended by Most Prom:nent
--Rabbanim and Admorim .-

o ~ Pincus Mandel =~
1569 47th St / Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219

Day and Night Phone' (212) 855-5121

...No hidden or ‘padded’ charges . .
oo Agudah -Member — 50 years

Renowned Expert — Over 25 years = B

Responssb!e for current system = speedlly ISR
'_ - expedited — at-Airport in 4 to S hours .
‘With rmiore than 45 years of cemetery experiénce | .

“unceasingly dedicated to the Highest standards - |- -

All b:Hs rendered on actual “Costc Plus’ Basis

L The Jewish Observer = |
.y 5 Beekman' Street; New York, N.Y. 10038 1
S ) One year $9.00 0 Two years $17 508 L

i I -0 Three years $25 00 - o
1 send Magazme tor s e
Namie ;... " l

: I Aqdress...,.......”..;; . l L
. City ... i StAle 2P e g
ol

. LEJ nclose gift card © °
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‘plane?” He was so overcome with" . °
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. Home Care Semce inc 2R

24 HOURS A DAY -
7 DAYS A WEEK

HOME AND. HEALTH:-_-
" CARE SERVICES

URSES AIDES + COMPANIONS « HOMEMAKERS « NURSES- RN LPNI:
RESIDEMTIALSONBRS!NG HOMES « HDSP!TALS s

MATERNITY CARE » INFANT CAHE

Servicing the needs of kosher families

“~Special rates for Agudah menmbers

- Ephraim Koschitzki. Director -
_fmember of Agudah) T

SemngAli Insirafice Cases - :

Tender Lovmg Care Home Care Serwce |nc --j
39.15 Main'Street, F\ushmq N.Y. 113584, Tei, EQIQ’ 359 5454 :
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- “emotion that he could not continte.

- .- .1 spent that night tossing and tur- -
c:- o ning trying to fall asleep. The
" “’message of the sound truck still

~rechoed in my ears. Who else heard
- “this message? Were the residents of
~Mattersdorf, Rechavia, and Boro

FE _Park also pained? -
- In 1882 thousands of Jews .-
" _.gathered in the Frankfurt syn-

agogue for a day .of fasting and
.~ arousal concerning -the sorrowful
“plight of Russia’s pogrom-

- ' beleaguered Jews. Rabbi Shamshon

Raphael Hirsch preached for three

 hours to an alms-giving tearfilled

congregation clad in tallis and

tephillin. The - gathered included

every segment of German Jewry:
even the owners of non-kosher

butcher shops and prestigious -

" generals. All remained in the syn-

‘Rabbi Simcha Zissel Ziv, the Alter
- of Kelm, learned of this Frankfurt -
“assemblage, he questioned with .-
" passion, “Why are we not imbued
“with enough compassion for our
~brothers to fast and pray on their
-behalf?” He concluded that those

who lack this sensitivity are tan-
tamount to “‘destroyers of the

“world.”

R

" 'MONDAY morning, Yosel the -
_melamed came to daven at our
- sunrise minyan. Yosel is one of the
- shteiblach regulars. Even on a Fri-

day morning one can't catch Yosel
“ap before 8 AM. “Only a bomb

could get you up with the sun,”

“someone said to him in jest.

“My Leah'la was on that bus,” he
said with such hurt that we were

“taken aback. “The slightest noise
~that we make throws her into

hysteria. My house will never be the™
‘same. ... o
Early that evening 4 local boycott -
_-was organized against the 12 bus, .
aimed at altering its route away .
" from (the Arab populated) East
“Jerusalem. Vans were hired to shut-
~ tle residents to and from Mt. Herzl
~~where other bus lines were
.- -available. The community was uni-
. ted, but we apparently stood alone.
- The Ministry of Transportation and ..
~the bus company refused to budge.
On Tuesday, a demonstration - -
‘was planned for the following even- -~ -
~ing. Wednesday, by 6:00, police . .
‘units had arrived en masse to
~“guarantee that the demonstration

I

remained local, and did not spill
over onto Herzl Boulevard. Several

-army trucks and jeeps were
. stationed on Mt. Herzl to reroute -

~“agogue from dawn to dusk. When

- the 12 bus away from Bayit Vegan.

Registration for Seminary and High School
now being accepted

BAIS YAAKOV INSTITUTE

{ A two year Torah Studies education in -
-~ the finest tradition of the “Beth Jacob
- 'School” Movement.

. program.

. degrees.
8 ‘Exceptional and experienced staff and
y facuity. _
-4 High School Division founded in 1968.
. .SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA
A COMMUNITY DEVOTED TO
- THE TRADITION OF TORAH
 STUDY AND LEARNING

For more information contact

Dean .Rosh Hayeshiva
1 ‘Bais Yaakov Institute . Yeshivas Bais Moshe
{717) 342-4247 {717} 346-9641

- Or write:

BAlS YAAKOV INSTITUTE
901 Olive Street
-'Scranton, Pennsylvania

ﬂ( A one year intensive teacher’s training -

4 A unique .opporl‘umfy"'fdr-prefessiOna! o

Ba'bbi Yaakov Hain Rabbi Yaakov Schnaidman

ISRAEL

Burials and American Disinterments
TIRTRY Andw

announces that RIVERSIDE continues to be the only licensed
tuneral director in the U.S. able to effect

Transfer to Israel within the same day
Har Hazeitim Har Hamenuchot

And all Cemeteries in lsrael
- RIVERSIDE also is available as the

B .'__'-Soie agent for Sanhadrea Cemetery -
RIVERSIDE only can offer this service

- Enroute to Israel within the same day
"7+ Sirict adherence to Hatacha and Minhagim :
* _Arrangments made during lifetime with no obligation' - -
* Chapel secured in any community. -

~ RIVERSIDE

Memorla! Chapel, inc. Funeral D:rectors Yo

c MANHATTAN:
180 West TGIh S1i. (at Amsterdam Ave.} N YL NY. TEND- 6600
: BROOKLYN: 310 Coney Istand Ave. (Ocean Parkway
- at Prospect Park), Brooklyn, N.Y. / UL 4-2000 - -
BRONX 1963 Grand Concourse (at 178th St), Bronx, N.Y, / LI} 3 6300
FAR ROCKAWAY: 12-50 Centra! Ave., Far Rockaway, NV / FA 7-7100
And The Wesichester Riverside Memorial Chapel, inc.
21 West Broad Street. Mt. Vernpn, N.Y. / {914} MO 4- 6800
- Chapels in Miami, Miami Beach, Hollywood, Sunrise, Florida
) Carl Grossberg / Andrew Fier / Sclomon Shoulson

= Fer'generations a symbol of Jewish Tradition -

R
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.~ The protestors’
agitated _the police.
clenched fists were .aimed at " the
‘barricades. Speakers’at the protest

“arrival in Israel.” A momentous

cangry moods . -
Shouts -and
~{one wonders if political con-.
“siderations would be placed above !

::.".:urged unity; and there was. I never .-
" 'witnessed such a collage of knitted -
“kipot and black hats since my -

~battle was not yet over. Ludicrous ':.ﬁi'f' her husband was crying,

- ‘political “Kollekian' considerations = _Mc')she’ie must be nearing his end.
- "Moshe'le ‘will be: healed . with' the .
~Al-mighty’s help,”” Reb Dovid com-.
. forted his wife, “I am lamenting all
- the ‘Moshe'les” that | see and hear

‘every day which have ot touched.f-- :

human ones . if a policy maker’s

- sister would have been on that bus} -

“still forced the 12 bus route to begin

< in East Jerusalem and terminate in

‘event on the one hand, and an in- .=

- criminatitig one on the other: Why
“were we protesting alone? Where

‘was the solidarity of our ‘Fellow "

neighborhoods?—The -~ Frankfurt

" communities of today? Eight bomb -

“incidents on the 12 bus remained a " FOR ‘the meantime, 71l prefer to
~take the 39 bus, Along side of me =~
‘will be riding a lesson: Years ago .-
. Rabbi Dovid Biederman 2”31 the
“Chassidic giant of Llelov bewailed

- the same lesson: Reb Dovid’s son- =
“Moshe was diseased with little hope

~“strictly local problem.

IR TR S T

" THE 1:00 news “that Friday an-
- nounced the’ creation of the 39 "
{3+9=127) bus to begin on the first -

‘of the month ‘to- connect -Bayit -~

- ~Vegan and Sanhedria Murchevet,

-avoiding East Jerusalem. We were = -
~.--somewhat " relieved, but the main

Bayit Vegan. (East .meets West). -
~‘Placards were plastered throughout- -
" the neighborhood urging a con-:
tinuance of the boycott. . -

T wswew

“of recovery. One day the Rebbitzen

" saw her husband bitterly weeping

~pver Moshe and was also brought to
“-tears. The Rebbitzen assumed that

NOW AVAILABLE - -
'l‘he Book of Daniel

(comp!e!e in one volume)

Darﬁel < c‘ounsefor to kings, interpreter of dreams
exemplar of courage, prophet of future subjugation
and redemption. o
_As the dark clouds of destruction closed dround -
doored Jerusalem, King Nebuchadnezzar took is
fnest youths to Babylon to be troined as his
ministers and servants. The Dwine Horid was -
preporing the way for exife - for Dantel wes armong -]
those youths. . :

| ¥dudean youths become Babylon’s ministers. - .~ 1
» Chanarrigh, Mishuel, and Azorioh — Shadrach.
Meshach, and Abed Nego — in the fiery kiln.

# Danjel in the lions’ den.

* Nebuchadneszar's dream and ‘axile. -

& Befsharar's orgy and punishment. -~ .
"1 » The handuwriting on the wofl S ;
* Four kingdoms and the End of Daus L

B e e L i i el s i e o e e e
h:om.&usranok Division !
{ 44 Eldridge 5t/New York. N.Y. 10002/(212) 9258558 - .. 1
.} Please shir the fellowing buoks of the ArtScroll Tanach Seddes. .|

| {Postage paid by Ziontalis/Book Dhvisiend, ‘

e THE BOOK OF DANIEL .

. Student ed:ﬂon 3 38* [
ﬂbmrved .
LERLIW LT
-G SE5Y
[ 33

[ library edition @ Sl | L

: Bcrem‘!slcemh Val.! :
- | Berelsivis/Genesla Vol. JE~ -
O f Beretahls/Genesia Vol. IIF . -
* o Tehtllim/Peaims Vol. T .
T ] ‘Tehfim/Psalme Vol i1 -~
- ¥ Yecherkel/Eveldel Vol | -
| The Back of Jonsh
" . The Five Meglllos rslmmd.’ .

) : Totl
T fes.s 10% diséount on !wo or more books

Naré ..
: i Address...
| City, State, Zipr-.
] Allow ety
U o 8 o be ot n U8 ) L

“my -emotions. .. o A

| Street/New York, N.Y. 10038 or | -
| call (212) 964-1620 .

New Subscnbers and
‘Subscribers Who- Have Moved
Recently: -

- A number of requests for en-_._ L
try -of new and -chaniged -ad- |-
dresses were not incorporated | -
into our - files -untif_.after the |-
December issue was mailed, If } ..
you are one of those who did "} -
not receive his December 4O |
as a result of this technical |’
] oversight, - kindly let us know| .
angd we will send you your miss-- -
ing copy—as long as-extralj -/
copies are on hand. Write: The | -
Jewish Observer,/5--Beekman | "

' Be sure to no‘hfy us in. e
: udvance so that your eopnes S
will continue to reach you.. - =~ -

Agudath Israel takes pride in -
"~ announcing publication’ of e
A Portfolio of 34 studio-quality .portralts -
- of the following Gedolei Yisroel:

"\ Netier has the Book of Darilel -
. been s thoroughly frected in eny
~language. Finally, the curtains
h!d!ng Its mysteries are parted.
~Nesy translation and
amhnloglmd commentary by

7.0 Rabbt Hersh Goldwurm

Choervtews by

o 'a.'bum-scm

Published by

“'SPECIAL {-

'10% DISCOUNT ON 2 OR
“’MORE BOOKS ORDERED,

" Menachem Ziemba/ Belzer Rebbe / Amshéncver -Rebbe / Chazon -

--R' Samson Raphael Hirsch / B Eliezer Gordon / R Yitechok Isaac Ha%evy L
‘{Rabinowitz} / R’ Chaim Soloveitchik /R Meier Shapiro/R' dJoseph -
Chaim Sonnenfeld / Chofetz Chaim / Czortkover Hebbe /R’ Chayim -
Ozer Grodzenski / R’ Borcuh Ber Leibowitz /R’ Elchonon Wasserman / R

sh /R lsser' Zalmon Meltzer /R' Eliyahu  Meir Bloch /R’ Reuven
Grozowsky / Gerer Rebbe (R’ Awohom Mordechai) /R Yitzchok Zev -~
Soloveitchik / Sadigerer Rebbe / R’ Aharon Kotler / R* Chiaim Mordecha ©

Katz/ R Dov Berish Weidenfeld / R" Eliezer Yehuda Finkel / R’ Zalman e s
- Sorotzkiri / Kapitshnitzer Rebbe / R* Akiva- Schrelber/ R’ Yosef Shiomo -

Kaheneman / R’ Yecheskel Sama / Boyanér Rebbe / Wishnitzer Rebbe / - g
Novominsker Rebbe / Gerer Rebbe (R Yisroel)

‘Each printed on 8” x 10" matte suitable for frammg

et bt an auspicious -addition ‘for every Jewrsh home B -
Dosbuted by - .. only $7.50 per complete set . S
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second looks
at the ;ew:sh scene

Fedemhon and Yeshlvos—-~.
Some Noteworthy Changes and Concerns

These past Eew years s-have seen'a -
o remarkable change in the attitude of
" the New York Federation of Jewish

" Philanthropies toward yeshiva
" ~education. For years, the yeshivos
.-were given scant notice by the

" Federation,. giving substance to the
" claim that it was suffering from a
T topsy-turvy set of priorities that

v sank millions of dolars into
- hospitals and recreation centers,

“while intermarriage figures spiraled

< -upwards; and yeshivos—the only
. true bulwark against assimilation—

were permitted to go hungry for

- “desperately needed funds.

.. These past few years, a decided - .
.. shift has been noted, in the wake of
. ‘magnanimous grants from the well-
. 'known philanthropist,
77+ Gruss. Most recently, Mr. Gruss

" has announced a contribution of $5

Joseph

‘million in matching’ funds w:th U}A' o
" tinue their studies on a full-time

- basis; and the providing of financial
-~ assistance for-relocating and merg-
- ing schools in communities of

- and Federation toward a special $15
~fund for Jewish education, to be
- -paid out over a period of five years.

" In-a column in a recent issue of

The Jewish Week (Jan. 14), Mr.

.Gruss outlines what he considers

major crisis areas in Jewish educa-

" tion, and how he proposes to
-alleviate them with the funds he is .
“contributing. In brief, he proposes -
- up-grading the quality of yeshiva
"-and day-school teahcing by attract-

ing potential superior teachers,:

_training them, and keeping them in -
‘the profession with improved con-
- ditions. _
‘guaranteed pension plan, which is -
‘Mr. Gruss’s second point. The

. other items include the funding of -
“post-high school level Jewish
“education to meet the needs of

One such measure is a

college age youth that cio not con-

diminishing populations.

" One cannot dispute the impor--
“tance of the items on Mr. Gruss's -
- agenda, nor does one question the
~high level of his sincerity in ap-
“.proaching the tasks he has chosen
~ for himself. There are several points,

however, that do bear very close

watching. ‘When Mr. Gruss had

made his initial grant to yeshivos
through the Federation six years
- -ago, a wave- of concern swept
" through ‘the Torah community: If

the monies would be channeled

" through the Federation’s Board of

Jewish Education, how much con-

~trol would the BJE assert over the .
'._funds? s

4423 - 16th Avenue

"CHANI IS TRYING TO TELL YOU
SOMETHINGMPLEASE LISTEN!

Chani, and doczens of
-children like her, des-
perately need a home
.. a happy, warm
and loving home now
can mean achance to
SERRR I grow up to be a happy
R and healthy adult.

" |OHEL FOSTER CARE
' Brooklyn, N.Y. 11204
Tel.: (212) 851-6300

DON T GET MARRIED

- DONT MAKE \ BAR MITIVAH OR A SIMCHA

| OFEN SUNDAYS .

9" bafore SEEING
Our outstanding line of
HEBREW & ENGI.ESH

Over Half of a Century of Quality Printing

INFORMALS FREE! , fl

AND THIS AD
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' The O Fear

_ In- Sprmg, 1973; representanves'. .
_' . 'OF most of the: yeshivos and day -
-7 'schools .in New York met with a "~
- spokesman for “the New York -~
.:Federation of Jewish Philanthropies -
" regarding this matter, -and after a
“heated exchange, the schools united

“in a resolve not to accept Federation

. funds that are channeled through -

.- the BJE, for it was felt that the BJE
~would .attempt “to influence

- tecipient schools to conform to its .
c-concept - of .the ideal .school~too

- often in conflict with Torah ideals,
(This negative "assessment . was

“borne out by an independent study -
- commissioned by Federation,.con- =~
0o ducted by Columbia - University -
o _-'_';professor Dr Eh Gmsburg The *.

thoroughly™
§ corrected

editions
of the
iamous
HIRSCH SIDDUR

Hirsch's . inspired

creative genius.
A!..L IN DELUXE BINDINGS

¢ r;mnm" edirmn o Bth!r' P(FP('}

B v oS T

BRI P OBox 6525 = JERUSALEM

t

The complete ‘prayet book wmh Samsoa Raphael'- 3
translation - and commmentary, B
bearing the -stamp of hls unifiue phitosophy .and

.'.'__._764 pages"--"_' ]

Hegular vdzt:mr ..... '

Avan'abfe at Ieadmg bcoksmres S

PP FEnEm e B

96 EAST BROADWAY.N.Y 10002 IR

Ginsburg _R'e"p.ort as well ‘as the eni
“tire problem ‘were subject of an arti-"
“iele in the May 73 JO.) -

Eventualiy, the’ d;scxphne of the g
~wall-to-wall coalition of Torah
‘- schools was - broken - by -several
~Williamsburg " {Brooklyn) -~ based -
~“schools that .did not feel their in-
" ‘tegrity ‘threatened by receiving

‘Gruss- Fund -monies’ through -the -~
'..BJE. Ultimately, only a handful of -
" schools, - such as  the  Yeshiva .of -

“Brookyn, the Beth Jacob Teachers - BJE would not hesitate to direct its =

advisory personnel and its wealth'of © -
Zionist-, or frill-oriented .-
- material foward these schools; with
Cinsidious .effect..
. stakes are much blgger, the conicern E

is much deeper. . o e

Seminary, and the Samson Raphael

-~ Hirsch Schools (of Washington
" Heights) - refused to’ accept BJE
handled monies. .

- ‘secuiar-,

"Today, the nsk looms larger than
'__ever——but not for -the schools ser- -

“ving Chassxdzm or other v:szbiy.-'_
. -Orthodox clientele. Because of their
- outward appearance, they seem far
" removed ‘from -the ‘BJE agenda for o
~ improvement, and the Biireau simp- -
-1y has no designs to upgrade ‘their
curriculum and methodology with”
~its -enlightened -approaches to- -
- education. - They ‘simply do - not:
appear on the BJE battle plans: But: =
for those schools that serve more
:_modern neighborhéods, -

the BJE
threat is more immediate, fot ‘the

Now - that “the -

| Op

T

$15.00 " §

“$1000 | | o Kirya

o

The tity thatex- |
“cites the heart -
] -and inflames
‘the soul is now

el TIND n"'lil

makes it economically feasible for Torah-
“true Jews to live in Eretz Yisroel ‘4 and’
‘S-room apartments available at $30-
‘40 monthly rental. INCREDIBLE??? -
S UNBELIEVABIE?”

T For more mformatlon write,

OF ﬂ UFETIME or call (212y435:2962 -__:ﬁ o

S *,000 apartmen! units in preparation, wrth 360 to he com=1
v _pleted by this coming June. . o o
Business and employment opportumtles el

Diamond factory, opening in june, ’ o
Vocational training and re-training - farllmes w:%hm !he =

"_Educattonai facilities from Nurseﬁry 1o Koilel
* Special program for Koltel families. T B
Designation as -Me'on Oilm—uapartments o accom- e
37 modate new Olim,
| “Rabbi Ernster is scheduled to visit the New York C;ty
“area during March to meet with interested parties. .-

oenl |
K:RmeEOR CHAIM; .

1564 44th Street,
Brookiyn, NY. 11219
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© " Who Will Teach the Teachefs?

~In addition to these underlying

“- problems, some of the specific
2 points in Mr. Gruss's well-chosen
-agenda have some obvious snags:
“:For instance, how will preparatory
-_'_'and in-service training courses be |
pursued? Will this be determined at

the discretion of teachers?—in

programs set up by their Roshei

" Yeshiva, such as in those programs
- maintained by Torah Umesorah?—
.. in institutions chosen by their
“(prospective) principals?—or will
" the teachers be assigned to the

Board of Jewish Educationi, which :
~maintains its own courses and ad-
visory personnel? It certainly

should be hoped that faculty

members of the traditional yeshivos

would be permitted the oppor-
tunities to enhance their skills un-

“der auspices consistent with their
‘own convictions, but who is to say?

Similarly, one wonders just how

" Mr. Gruss is directing his well-
- placed concern for superior
“ teaching. True, some good teachers
_-are born and others can be trained.

- ‘Many of these can be hired by

- yeshivos and day schools. Bit not
“enough of them will stay on to -
“weather the unending financial
" crises that are part and parcel of be-
“ing on a yeshiva payroll. Only a

substantially higher salary scale is

meaningful in the context of the
~high drop-out rates among first-rate
" “teachers who~when facing the
" -prospect of ushering children to the
‘chupa—become first-rate insurance

salesmen and computer
programmiers. Mr. Gruss recognizes

- this and calls for “incremental sub-
- ventions to full-time teachers which
..should be matchedby the school. ..

- based upon years of service”—fine!

‘

‘... and the acquisition of further

" education and Jewish studies exper-
‘tise on a higher level” Now the
-same guestion mark looms: Where -
~.is “Jewish studies expertise’”’
" gained?—at the NYU Jewish Studies
" . Department, or in an afterncon
7 kolel? While the traditional yeshiva
~.and the BJE have historically -
‘headed in opposite directions on
“'this point, it is sincerely hoped that
Mt Gruss's sensitivity to the needs
- .and sensibilities of the Torah com-
" munity will be a determining factor
..in resolving this, rather than sur-
o rendering the decision to past BJE
" attitudes., '
| - In addition, the aspect of Mr.
- Gruss's plans that calls for “alloca-
“tion of a reasonable sum of money !
~-to help schools in need of relocation
~-or merger’’ promotes fearful images
“--of an overbearing paternalistic
" -agency “that decides which in-

stitutions are necessary and which

- -aren’t worth the bother. There are
-+ ‘times when perhaps a merger is a

worthwhile move, but a decision of
such delicate nature should be made

< 'by someone whose expertise is in
“Torah chinuch and appreciates the
~~ nuances that distinguish one school

from another, rather than by those

{ ~ . groups that control the. purse-
- strings.

As valid as these reservations are, .

however, they do not diminish the
~ - significance - of this siep, which
- heralds a far greater understanding

on the part of Federation of how to

. guarantee survival for the

" The Jewish Observer / ]anuary,--1979' o




- threatened Jew, responding .to the
. “inspiration .of ‘a well-meaning ..
. philanthropist. At ‘the same time, .
7 they illustrate how even the most ~ .

prnmtsmg of 1mprovements can--_'
~bring with" them a host of fresh .
problems to conten& with. @

they were made more as a warning

" than as commendation. For Rabbi -
. "Kotler foresaw on the horizon .the -
" challenge that would soon knock at -
American Jewry's door. . _
covl . Dear Eriend, that chal!enge SIS
" already knocking. It is knocking
o today—and it will continue
. tomorrotv. A Voice is asking each of
i us this question: Will we be among "~
- 'those centers of Torah and culture -
which survived? Or will the forces -
of alienation and assimilation -
“swallow us up,. causing Jewish -
B hzstory ta condemn us rather than Sk
praise us?
" This capsule p}u!osophy ss'."-
“followed by a quotation from Avos,
:'if there is no money, there is no -
““Torah,” and then concluded with-a o
f'pttch fot funds. . - -
.. This stirring call for measurmg'_ :
" ‘up to the challenge of Reb Aaronis .
7 -one that could well have emanated
S-from _any number of places:
- Lakewood, New Jersey, home of .-
'"Reb Aharon’s own Bais' Medrash =/},
- Gevoha, perhaps the world’s largest
" “senior yeshiva .

.. Philadelphia, or

- Denver, -or .Scranton, .or Long -
-Beach, NY, or Adelphia, NJ—éach a -
- home of an outstanding mesivta-
“high school—bais midrash founded
by disciples of Reb -Aaron... Los -

- Reb Aaron’s

| Froma Conservaﬁve Rabbz S
- A New Metaphor for Chuthahu

_ The late and unforgeﬂable Rabbt "

Aaron Kotler once made a simple =~

~yet remarkable observation soon

S after he arrived in this country.

- Rabbi Kotler remarked that Jewish =

" history .conclusively showed that ...
_those Jewish greas ‘which were

. centers .of Torah—survived; -and

" those which were not—ended up as .

- footnotes in the history books. The -

- context in which the remarks were
2T made was in the late forties: and -

."'Angefes, or’ Detrort or Toronio—'

each hosting a kolel led by Bais

~Medrash Gevoha alumni ...
"~ ‘Baltimore, or New Orleans or 5t~ -
“Louis, or Mexico City, or Buenos .
Aires . or ~any number of =
-metropolises that have respondedto | - -
Csimple yet o '
- remarkable observation,”
radically changed the climate of -
- .their communities, opting for sur-- .~
vival .. . most of them having been
“founded since Reb Aaro’n’s'passing,
sixteen years ago. S
But thls particular - Tetter is

and have

51gned - William Berkowitz,

Rabbi" o onh behalf of the Instituteof . |
Adult Jewish Studies sponsored by /|

the Congregation Bnai Jeshurun-in *

. midtown ‘Manhattan. - While -the
7 Dialogues ‘that Dr, Berkowitz spon-
~-sor attract large crowds for the per-
<< 'sonalities they feature—from Abba
~.Eban and Menachem Begin to'Sam- .

my Davis Jr., Elie:‘Wiesel -and .

= .The ]ewrsh Obseruer/]anuary, 1979 o R
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i of Barcelona.

n'kudoth} based on the first edi-

1 an English transiation and notes,

-1 The author arranged the 613

©4 portion, explaining the reason

: | A beautiful volume 450
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Sefer S
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"~ - The Book of
- Mitzvah Education -
ascribed to Rabbi Aaron Halevi’

-The Hebrew text (with

tion (Venice 1523) compared
with four old manuscripts, with

by Charles Wengrow

Vol. 1 Genesis and Exodus

mitzvahs under the heading of
each Sedrah in that particular

and purpose for each precept.
This edition provides an accurate
text of this classic—the most cor-
rect to appear thus far—with full
| vowel marks (m'nukad), plus a
faithful translation on facing
pages, and full references as well
as full explanatory notes. A
NEW FIRST BY FELDHEIM.

pages _ $13.95.
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Coos2

“logotherapist Dr. Vikfor Frankel—

“crowd pleasers, all-they are not the :

“ bearers of Torah survival Reb
‘Aaron had in mind.

But this is only minor when ac--
c¢ount is taken of the fact that Bnai © .-

Jershurun is a Conservative

. Congregation and Berkowitz is a

Conservative Rabbi. Conservatism

"is not interested in Reb Aaron’s

method of Torah living and

- halachic scholarship, which pursues
objective truth, regardless of the
- -social tamifications (leaving separa-
‘tion of the sexes at services on this .
“side of the ERA era,
~prohibiting mixed pews and female

surely

rabbis—forget about motoring on

‘Shabbos to services!). Moreover,

Reb Aaron himseif was an out-

~'spoken battler against Conser-

- vatism as evidenced in the uncom- .-
promising tradition of the -

" Lakewood Yeshiva that he founded

- cand in the Agudath Israel move-

ment whose spiritual leader he was

. for many years. In addition, he per-

sonally had spearheaded the op-

position by the major Torah -
- scholars ta Orthodox participation
~in religious groups with Conser-

vative and Reform rabbis, such as

~‘the Synagogue Council of America
“and the New York Board of Rabbis,
. because he refused to grant any
“spiritual legitimacy to movements

‘that deny basic tenets of Judaism,

‘such as the divinity of Torah law.

" Rabbi ‘Aaron Kotler often had

publicly expressed his views that
" the Conservative movement is a
- deliberate distortion of Torah ideals

holthg with o tim body.]

Space Age Technology
allows you to do so with one single rhythmic movement:

In the privacy of your bedroom and 15 minutes
a day you can benefit from an exercise that is
more efficient than cycling, swimming, or jogging.-
The Fxer-Cor is a completely unique body con="

dltloner

It is a truly scientific instrument, the

result of more than $500,000 in research and éeve}.op—

ment by engineers,

physieclogists, and specialists in

the use of exercise to improve fitness and health.

It has been called

"the world's most advanced cardio--- i
vascular aercbic whole body training machine"
Compact (15"x50"), light weight (25 lbs.).

Easy to o

use, Does not jolt, pound, or strain the body.
Experience a healthier heart and lungs, less muscle |~
tension and fatigue, a better figure, and the im-

improved work efficiency.

proved neuromuscular coordination that will show in
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"o robs the crown prince and dons his

2vand s a life - thireat ‘to Jewish
spiritaal * strvival,” In “a speech
- clarifying his-position on-working
- with Conservative and Reformrab-
bis “in-a -religious “framework, -he ..
“-once-stated: /"Can you imagine doc= "
tors dedicated to curing an epidemic
“+:belonging -to .the -same society as
-7 clements responsible for spreadmg g
“.. - the dreaded disease?” . . 2
.o For Berkowitz to c]asm Beheve3 ;
'-_-_me, that | .am ‘worried. -What
- worried Rabbi Kotler, worries me as”
~apell—as he .does in his letter, s .a”
perversion of a great man’s memiory .
" “and his ideals. ... .. The literature-of .
=+ charlatanism is now richer with a
““new . metaphor—the -brigand -Wwho

. garments to claim royal rights.. ..
- the shoplifter who demands homie
= delivery -service ....-and now the
- Conservative Rabbi who invokes .

- the words of Rabbi Kotler'to fund -

e '.'_-'_hls “Torah’ study pro;ect :-_"‘i‘. s
- | Where to Daven Mincha
~{~ andWhen .- R '1::1::‘2 P o
Slin ‘Lower Manhattan and e AT : _
" Downtown Brookiyn | |- ___zECHEn TZADDIK’ LIVROCHOH Sl
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< -lsrael of America . ) | d _ _ :
5 Beekman St NYC 10038 :Lengﬂme offfcer and member of Agudath lsrae! ardenr worker and
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: : '-'-Jom hlS many fnends whe wush to perpetuate hls memory by dedlcatmg
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o _."'Send a check of '$1DO of more 1o:
7o Rubin Markowitz, .Chairman
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-ZELMAN STUDIOS : : {Make checks payabie to Cong Mlkveh Israelu—Specsal )Your hame or o |
e pier. ] “your organization's name Wwill be included in the Alex Stemberg AH. }
BROOKLYN, NY. 11218 ° -1 ‘honor ro#. o i
wen(o;is) e swrzvavs) RN conbions arb ik '_de'du.ctib'ie.' el
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Mnstakes

Rabb: Shlomo Kahn

_ They come in varieties—mistakes.
- Some are small, minor, slight, easily

mended. Others are more serious,
more than just vexing, calling for

" major repair. Still others are
.- grievous and horrendous, tragic, in-
. operable and irreversible blunders

.- of great magnitude.

- Human nature, not unlike mis-

347

'take's, tends to differ from specimen -

to specimen. Some are heady and
careiess, plunge headlong onto thin

.7 ice with a naive optimism that
“hopefully (they reduce it to
~“probably”) nothing serious will
- happen. Others blend boldness with
_.caution, they step with care, avoid
_the high risk without stinting on the
- zest of life and living. And finally
" there are the much-to-be-pitied
- overly cautious. They just can't
~“help but see perils lurking around

. every ‘corner, their pessimism and -

almost” morbid outlook spoil " all

adventure and shackle them to a
checked and double-checked
- armadillo-like existence.

- Maimonides’ golden advice is to .

- cleave closely to the golden mean, to - - .
"-shun all extremes, to walk the sane
and safe path. Which is that? In
‘regard to the varieties of human
-nature sketched above, identifying
it really poses no problem, But
~when it comes to mistakes and we

The Jewish Obsérver / January, 1979




- major, some minor, we cannot rely
~on cold objectivity. What is small,

- easily shrugged off with a smile to

‘one, may well loom'as a great error

-+ to another.-Here’s a good example.

. You count money. A big wad of

- risk this with your own money?

You will not! It's MY moniey, you: -

. say. I'll handle it with care, lest I

~set out to affix labels, calling some - miake a mistake and miss a dollar or
' SUAWOL e e e
-~ Switch ‘chanriel.” You say your
. prayers. They .consist of words, '
. ‘building sentences, and sentences -

“literally thousands of times..Should
-'you really whisk through them at -
top speed, risking your own prayers -
“-(not at _all unlike your own -
“money!)? Shouldn’'t you  handle
- with care, lest you make a mistake,

. The Jewish Observer / January, 1979 T .

- overlook & word or two? TR
5. "One should say all pesuke -7
- d’zimra (verses of praise) -

“{between ‘Boruch Sheomar and

7 Yishtabach) slowly, pleasantly, -

--making up paragraphs. They are '

_ .~ familiar to you. You've recited them
“bills. You've seen and admired bank

- tellers- who .can thumb through -
- them at lightning speed. Will you =

- ‘unhurried, ‘emphasizing every

~word AS WHEN COUNTING : "

< .MONEY.” - (Kitzur Shulchan -
Lo Aruch 14:2) . o

 Rabbi Shlomio Kahn Congregation =
" Beth Israel of Washington Heights -~
.. from his Synagogue Bulletin, .

s




Gomg To BORO- PARK?

(Brooklyn New York)

Stay in the Luxunous
“ PARK HOUSE HOTEL

 In the Heart of Boro Park
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| "7_. “From HID & EC

The Retarded
]ewzsh Chzld

Impressed W:th “Rejected”

- I was most irmpressed with " The

- frustrations I encountered in my ef-

‘profeéssional services -to the

" emotionally disturbed, netirologic- - :
_~ally impaired and learning disabled -
child, the Hebrew Institute for the :
.7 Deaf amended its .charter and s

now known as the Hebrew Institute
for Deaf and Exceptional Children.

" We _have conducted classes .in-
. special education for the past three

< .years, and have received special -

- -acclaim for “the results . we have._

' aCh;eved

“was not informed of the dual role

T e play in providing deaf and
- perceptually . learning disabled -
©children with ‘a full Hebrew and .-

- ‘secular program. Qur program also

. The Jewish Observer / Jantary, 1979 -

-~ the limited
- statement:
. sensitivity ‘of sharing the misfor-
"~ tune of the needy seems to betotally
-absent regarding the developmen-
tally disabled.” = - :

mcludes professxonal counsehng,ﬁ---ﬁ

“tutorial ‘services .and’ vocatmnai'
- training.

(Rabbx) MOSHE M. EBSTEIN, -

Dean
Hebrew Institute

_ "“For The Deaf and -
- --Exceptional Children -
- Brookiyn, NY

The “Rejected” and HASC

: _ZI-To the Editor:

_In “The Stone Re;ected by the""'
Bull&ers

"“to date there is not a single Jewish .-
Group Home!” Not in New York =
- 'City, true (at the: time of his -
< writing), ‘but five years ago the -

"HASC Residential School was
- opened in Upstate New York,-
7. 'where the residents—retarded adults .-
-=come from frum Jewish homes..

S " Twelve of the residénts come from-
" .- Stone Rejected By the Builder,” asit

. overcrowded state schools and in-
"recalled the many heartaches and

-~ stitutions,

_ - families . of " distinguished Roshei .
“forts to create a school for the deaf

v where a Jewish : child would not -
o -forfeit his Jewish ‘heritage. I have, .
/. therefore, the greatest admiration
. for the founders and staff of Ohel "

" Children’s Home for persevering in .

- “their difficult task in the face of so -

-+ much prejudice and opposition. ..

- In _recognition. of the need for -

and some are.from

““Yeshiva in New York..When the -
~need for a summer sleepaway camp -
for developmentally disabled ..
. youngsters became evident, the
-HASC Summer Camp was opened.

For a period of eight weeks, han- -

~.dicapped children enjoy .a ‘true -
~Torah and therapeutic summer
-vacation; with
- programs and ruach that any frum ~
- camp for normal children provide, - -
* plus the therapeutic activities. Thus -
relevance .of - the

all the camping -

“The traditional.Jewish

Furthermore,. ask any “of ‘the

~“numerous rabbinical personalities ©-

. - who visited the camp—or better yet,
. Our school performs a vztaI gor-

“o-vice to the Jewish community in-
- guiding and educating children with
“handicaps other than deafness and, -

-~ unfortunately, your reading public

ask -the directors of NCSY and 2

“they'll tell you how their regional
- directors who were counselors in
- Camp .HASC,

learned the true

meaning of ... Jewish sensitivity

- .of - sharing the mlsfortune of the
needy.’

" At HASC, this means shar-

ing our very lives with those who .~

are affilicted with retardation ‘and

. -developmental disabilities “in

Hanoch™ Teller remarks - -




-F general:
- rsocialize” “with -

... -.professional,’
“both, few are neither.”

“we live,

a possible entity of the educational

._.:-'__setup of a school system. From its
©o7 very inception, it was conducted in
~a highly professional and fully

 Orothodox setup. It continues to

L .~‘enjoy an outstanding reputation for

its remarkably professional and
" “frum setting.

o Mr. Teller writes, .
““(schools and facilities for the
retarded) are void of religious con-
o tent,
some suffer from
Please ex-
“clude the Hebrew Academy for

" Special Children from this state-
- -ment. I can’t speak for the other
- facilities, but with us, religious con-

TH-Eg_-'QW_’."ORL:D FAM OU S
lC-_E_S-T:.OF_}MEFORSHIM

SAUIPY AR AUYR

3T AYUIN ne ‘".':'1‘17:

U Available ot

LEKUTE! INC.-
wefo L Rosenberg <
- .ID Wes* 471h’ Street, Room’ 702
“New York, N, Y. 10036
20 Volumes -on Torah, Perek,
““Medrash, Magilas -and Talmud.
'_ Proceeds of igles distributed amaeng
- ¥eshivas ond vsed for reprinting
of volumes ouf-of prinf

CPRICESEPER VOLUME -

‘eat, play and
_ these unfortunate
" .brethren ‘of ours. We share with
-~ their parents their frustrations and
7 their joys. -
" This is further bome out by the ..
- _’_-warmth and concern at the Hebrew
- “Academy, which is in existence for
. sixteen years, started when nobody
 ‘even thought of special education as

Some -

" tent and top professionalism are the -

key, mainstay and the core of all our

"‘operations.

Last February, a team of

.evaluators from the NYS Depart-
“ment of Education visited the
. Brooklyn sites of HASC. They were
. overwhelmed with the program. -
- They departed with no recommen-
~dations, other than indicating that =~
" there are only a few schools
. throughout the state with such a

thorough program. When the NYS

_Department of Mental Hygiene in- -

Thank you for bringing the case

. of the "Rejected”” to the attention of

your readers, and for printing this

“correction.

(Rabb:) MOISHE DOV KAHN,
_Certified Psychologist

Hebréw Academy -

o Special Children,
" 7 Executive Director
Brooklyn, NY

-If You Read YlddlSh
" This is a Must For You'

some are not adequately

‘Name

‘s Gift to the above from

A Treasury of Reading Material for your Home -

Haga‘on Reb Shmulewitz b3 the late Mirer Rosh Hayeshiva the hist-ory o
‘of the famous Mirer Yeshiva are vividly porirayed in the latest issue of the
renowned ever-popular Orthodox Yiddish menthly DOS YIDDISHE VORT,

with many pictures of the late gaon tzadik and cther famous leaders of the Mirer
Yeshiva since its inception 150 years ago, through its golus during the

-Holocaust years in Japan & China to this very day.
The latest issues of Dos Yiddishe Vort also: contain a wealth of other”

tascinating articles: a treasury of reading material not to be found anywhere
else.
Single copies $2 each  Annuatl subscription $9

if youa re not yet a subscriber to Dos Yiddishe Vort as an mtroductcary offer

you pay only $7 (instead of $9) for the first year. Besides the fatest issue on R’

‘Chaim Shmulewitz and Mirer Yeshiva, you will also receive completely free

an illustrated special issue dealing with the late Gerer Rebbe 21"} after his pass-
ing in Jerusalem twe years ago (82 vaiue) as well as the special November and

{}ecember issue on Pressburg. VOXTT WITRY .r.mr? W YD UK,
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DOS YIDDISHE VORT .
5 Beekman Street/New York, N.Y. 10038/(212) 964-1620

[ Enclosed piease find $2 for the special issue on R’ Chaim Shmulewifz and -

Mirer Yeshiva.

[J Enclosed please find $2 for the special Pressburg issue .

[0 Enciosed please find $2 for the special issue about the late Gerer Rebbe
Zt

3 Enclesed please find $7 for my subscription to Dos Yiddishe Vorl. Please
- send me absolutely free the issue about the Gerer Rebbe, Zt"l, and the
.- special Pressburg issues.
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City/State/Zip
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. spected the program, they gaveita-
~'3 year certificate as opposed to the
- -unusual one-and sometimes 2~year
" . certificate,

e 2 e



Yltzhak Berger

]ust sze
Everyone Else

_':-:".'.-Wh'a't:'i's it Tike to participate in a - |8
; _...:Shabbos group with these people? . -
"They .sing .-Shabbos “songs and

. dance." The Parsha of the week is *
discussed, ~‘stories are  told and

~ tefreshments are served. The girls = B

“ form-friendships ‘and relationships
~with one another and with others

- from the’ community,. including

" their counselors—a very dedicated '

‘Chanukah;  5739. The words

- spoken in thé room were similar to -

those uttered in hundreds of other

'. . ages:
: Ant;ochus was - a temble'-'

' Terah-. ..

B QOkay, now girls, o
"7 what does the ‘gimmel” ~ .
S mean? ... Why do we

celebrate . Chanukah e:ghti

.- days? -

Yet, what was takmg pIce in that

_'-'_.'_room ‘was unique, for the par-.
700 Cticipants . were mentally retarded -
c '__ymmg women.

3 _everyone else’s. .-

“tion and a doctoral student in the Counseling

“Psychology Department at New - York
- University. He is also @ member of the Com- .

- munity Action Committee of the Association

Of Orthodox Jewish Scientists/Behavioral
o Science Division which was responsible for
v Cinitigting the special Bros Agudath Israel .

o group mentioned in the article.

The :J’e'zﬁfs K 'C.J.bserueff' 7 ']éﬁii.a'r.y, ."1.979 .

. group of Bais Yaakov students and ..
- graduates. . The participants -enjoy - *
“the groups immensely and often tell
: ' .the counselors how much fun they
- rooms on that day by children of all .- have had. Even more impressive, - i
. -~ they show their commitment to-the ~

S 2o -groups- by braving the coldest
.. man ... They didn't let the ~ '

.. weather ‘and heaviest rain, some of
" Jews ‘do mitzvos or study

_ -_'them walking over a mxIe to par—._.'-
L tlcxpate

The Shadow

However' these bnght }oyous'

" moments are shadowed by thoughts
" of the thousands of young men and - .-
women who are not served by any -

. sort of Jewish prograt. Perhaps the -
" hardest hit are those youngsters

- 7 who are'made wards of the state at
“~The Chanukah party ‘was spon- S

- -sored by a Bnos . Agudath Tsrael
~-.’group recently formed in the Boro -
- Park section of Brooklyn for these
“'women and younger children; and -
by a -similar -group from the -
" Williamsburg community that has
“been in existence for several years. .
“The groups have a dual focus: First, -
' to offer these girls an opportunity
‘' to leave their homes and spend the
" afternoon in a Torah atmosphere. .-
-+ Second, to expose the community to
these young people to demonstrate -
- that they have -a -place in :Klal -
" Yisroel with needs snm:lar to

an early age. The parents, many of - :

These: last few years, the general

_society has - become mcreasmgly

aware of the drawbacks of in- -

“stitutionalization. Large institutions
-~for the mentally retarded are being .-
‘broken up and individuals are being -
“sent out into the community. Un- -
fortunately, although many of these .~ =
individuals are Jewish, few

P Now avaifable nationwide... :
‘a:rimes cruises,-hoteis, . schools
conventions and hospitals:

SUPERIOR
QUALITY

4 Glatt Kosher dinners produced
. in ultra modern. Government |
"« inspected, sanitary facifities -

 SUPERIOR
 KASHRUT

Lo Chasidic shechita and . i
2 chofov yisroel exclusively, and SR
~shomer shabbos ownership 5

. SUPERIOR |
' SCHREIBER

: 75 Sehreiber Kosher Caterers, Inc. i
- whom are very Orthodox, too often = chreiber Cate

“do -not have -the  financial or
‘emotional - resources ‘to face the
~hardships brought upon the farmly
“by _the  presence ‘of a mentally .
-retarded or . handicapped child. " [£
- Other times,-a child with real poten- -
“tial to lead an independent, produc-" - R
~tive life is given away .simply -
‘because of the fear and ignorance = -
that surround the condition. One 0.
-mother told me that her pediatrician - -
“refused to ‘treat her Down’s syn- .~
“drome child or any ‘of her .other
childreri because she wouldn’t heed
~““his .advice ‘to . institutionalize ‘the ... .-
. child. The doctor was afraid the . .
“oeichild wouid stigmatize hls office.. -
7 Yitzhak Berger is a'cownselor for the New
"7 York State Office of Vocational Rehabilita-

5.9024 Foster Ave . Brooklyn, N Y
% hone (212} 272.9184 .
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2 Orthodox Jewish homes are willirg -
" to accept them. The tragic result is -
- “that they often wind up in Christian

+ homes or remain in the institutions.

It is itonic that at a time when there

" -is -so much talk of bringing people
~“back to Yiddishkeit, an entire group
" —many of whom are Jews in all -

aspects of the word—is begging to

7 be accepted, but is rejected. In a
"“simpler, more tolerant world, they
" would be accepted as “normal.” In a

"' 'sense, their greatest problem being
"a part of our technologically
sophisticated, intolerant society. By

“ what are they allowed to fall by the
- wayside?

Some Lights - -

Fortunately, within the last few:
"years there has been movement in a
“positive direction. Several agencies

. ..-have been developed to serve the
- needs of the mentally retarded,
" emotionally disturbed and physical-

ly handicapped, but they far from

- - fully meet the needs. For example,

- in the area of foster care and group
“ o .-homes, despite the efforts of such
- -agencies as Ohel Children’s Home,
7 -Mishkan Bnai Yisroel, and N'shie
. -Ahavas Chesed, there are still few

- homes willing to accept children, es-

pecially handicapped or problem

. children. Several of the young
~women at the Chanukah party,
“modestly dressed and listening to
“words of Torah, were literally taken
~‘from Christian homes. The °
counselors told me how one of the
" girls used to cross herself repeatedly

" when she first came. o

. “Mrs. Zemira -Mazorosky,  the
- “house mother at Beth Ezra, a group
' “home for the retarded run by Qhel
+ . Children’s Home, told me of many
“touching - moments she has had
“waorking there. The week that the

home was opened she wanted to

" make sure that all the girls would be
- able to light Shabbos candles. When
“the candles were lit, the girls
~clapped and started singing "Happy
- Birthday.” When they were told
-~ that these were Shabbos candles,
- they asked, “What's that?’ For .-~
“most of them, it was the first time

S 4o

_they had ever éxp'e'rienc.ed Shabbos, -

Now the girls know all about Shab-
bos and everything connected with

it. They understand kashrus, and

never eat without first making the
proper bracha.

‘Mrs. Mazorosky explained that

. :the experience has been very warm

-and enlightening for her and her
““family. She is only sorry that there
~isn’t more community participation.

She thinks that people are afraid to
" come close. “Many people have pi-
ty, but that doesn’t help us. The

women in this home are not as

~clever as we are, but certainly they
.- are not less than children. We try to

o make their fives as narmal as posgi- -
“ble. We're in the heart of Boro Park

... There are so many people near-

" by. Where are they?’ Volunteers . -
are needed to help the residents do "

“things such as go to shul, and sew.
-+ People are needed just to visit and
.~ spend time with the residents.

" We have reached the stage where
“we must look at each person in-
.dividually and ask: What will it be,
".a bar mitzvah or .a baptism?—a
‘Christmas tree or -a Chanukah
“menorah?—carols or zemiros? Often
“there is no in-between. The choice is
-mine and yours. by

- “We are in possession of a letter
U written by Nurit Orchan of the -

Youth and Hechalutz Department
of the World Zionist Organization,

in the Sheirut La'am programs. Mr.

o Teller had reported on the dif-
*ficulties he had encountered in
“arranging to lecture eager American
- students on Torah Judaism. Follow-

ing the Qrchan letter are Mr.
Teller's comments. Miss Orchan
writes: :

" Without 'getting'bégged'ddv\m' in
. “the details of Mr. Teller's story, the

incidents of which are absolutely
false, it would be worthwhile to

" point put some pertinent facts:

. The sole purpose of the ulpan is

" * Incidentally, Mement magaziﬁe, whichje -

- published in Boston by Leonard Fein,
printed an article by D1, Paul Applebaum

entitled “Bible Anyone?” inits March 78 .~
edition. Dr. Applebaum, a Sheirut La'am

‘voluntesr in Kiryat Shemona, quotes
- -Hanoch Teller's report, and confirms its
| -accuracy.

to present an- overall picture of
Israel to foreign-jewish volunteers.

" Studies are necessarily of a general -~ .-
o nature.
“dealing with Hanoch Teller’s ar- -~
““ticle* “Torah Consciousness on the -

" Border’” (JO, Nov. '77), which was
. an expose of the hostility to Torah

- Hanoch Télier'had, in fact, been :

- invited to come to Kiryat Shemona

the previous year by the Jewish

-Agency, because of the Agency's
‘concern for Judaism and its
- teachings within the framework of
- the ulpan. He would have been re- - =
“invited this year had he bothered to .=~ .=~
co-ordinate his desire for classes

with the Agency. )
The Jewish Agency had an inter-"

" nal investigation of the ulpan in -
~Kiryat Shmonah by a dati
* {religious} investigator. He found
_Mr. Teller’s allegations to be totally

unjustified. Indeed, he sent a letter
inviting Mr. Teller to meet with him

“ to discuss his complaints, but
- ‘Hanoch Teller never saw fit to reply
“to Mr. Akiva Keshet's invitation.

- There is so little truth ‘in ‘what
- Hanoch Teller relates, and so many -
distortions and outright falsehoods,
~ . that it seems unworthy to be a party
_to such specious slander.

Nurit Orchan

" The Jewish Observer / January, 1979 - g




‘Hanoch Teller responds

CE

oMy article “is “an - approximate .
" English translationof a letter that 1 -
.7 sent to Norit Orchan- after my sec- -
-~ ond ‘summer -in Kiryat Shemona.
" Both -in a telephone conversation *-

“and written Tesponse, Miss Orchan

" neither - denied any changes {i.e
" what Israelis call Kefiyah anti-datit) -
‘nor did she accuse me of describing

“absolutely False incidents.”” Rather

-7 Miss Orchan told me that she per- -
"~ sonally inspected the Ulpan** and -
.7 asserted that (1) the Ulpan wasnota -

- Yeshiva, (2) that the manager did
* ot speak to me in a disrespectful -

C o0 M Nurit Orchan works inJerizsaler, a four .
~and a half hour +trip from -Kiryat =,
'Shemiona; for those unfamiltar with the ..
- realistic -of ‘travel in Israel, the distance
- between Jerusalem and Kiryat Shemona .-
- represents more than-agrueling bus trip-
it represents almost a tota] absence of
- meaningful contact: phone connections .-

-~ .are often -erratic . and acoustics

' problematic; relayed transatlantic |

o 3 tand a better chance of - , ) g -
. /messages often stand a be erc_ ance ot~ "the most liberal -interpretation .or .

7 faithful trapsmission. .

Vinabox ..,

“"'Jerish _héritage”
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- mannet, and {3) she found only two .-
" Missionary Bibles in- the -Ulpan..
(For the benefit -of the readers, a” °
“"Missionary Bible

* isnot .an Old
and - New -Testament

- demands some

« ““acknowledgement of Israel’s’

§ - religious heritage,.

1 traditional’

G-d. An “overall picture” requires -

‘observance,
institutions, -

at .least ‘several lectures  about

‘- 10 the State of Israel,”
" ting . a" false, one-sided -and ‘mis< .
- leading’ picture to a group-of in-

. distortion. .

LY.

and -even . teachings.”

. Judaism, and/or field trips to places
of religious interest'during the span-:
“of three months. Counselors “who
S teach
: bound -
- together; -these Bibles had a Chris- -
" tian translation of the Old Testa-
- fment with annotations expounding -
“upon ‘the -authenticity -of the jux-
- taposed New Testament.) In the ar-
“ticle, I reported removing a dozen -
- -Bibles, and that "‘the housemother -
‘had collected the remaining "Bibles -
and sent them to aKib-
" butz in the area.”” Miss Orchan’s .
" -discovery of only two Bibles does
-“not at all ‘contradict 'my -findings, .
*‘but merely indicated that two Bibles .-
“escaped -discovery: by the"
hougemother and myself.’ :
-I guestion Miss Orchan 5 asser-
“tion that the “sole’” purpose of the
‘Ulpan is to present an overall pic- -
ture of Israel to foreign “‘Jewish” -
~volunteers. In neither of the two -
‘summers that I spent .in. Kiryat -
.Shemona was the student body ex-
_clusively Jewish. Furthermore, even .

that “mitzvos:

Care
‘anachronisms _of “exile,

irreievaht. :

_nocents who d:d fiot bargam for" o

Miss - Orchan states ”Hano’ch"'

“Teller, had, in fact, been invited to"
come to Kiryat Shemona the = =
- previous year by the Jewish Agen<
“.cy, because the framework -of the '~

‘Ulpan. He would have been rein--

.vited had he bothered to co-ordinate’™

‘his desire for classes with the Agen—

1

1 am enclosing" a let'ter'from the -

Tarbut Toranit division of - the
- Ministry of Education which stites "~
.clearly that.it sent me to Kiryat: -
“--Shemona to teach Torah'in a local -
~camp for children. While I was in. -
Kiryat Shemona in'the summer of -~
1976, I discovered ‘the Ulpan, with
“the -local ~Rav’s .encouragement, -
~arranged classes. The welcome that -
1 ‘received -the following:year in-"" "
“dicated anything but ““the Agency's =/
‘~concern for Judaism and-its:
A black preacher mxght
" have been more welcome at ‘a Ku'
~Klux Klan rally.

“Letter ‘from Aharon Angstreich ‘of the: -

L Israelr Department of Education and Cultire, - :

thanking Hanoch Teller for his volunteer .

w work with Fth-through-9th grade children -
“who had spent summer ‘76 in a camp in -

. Kiryat Shemona—not for his work és an in- =

vited volunteer with Sheirut L'am. -

L The]’ew:sh Obsérﬁér'/'j’an‘uﬁr:,r., 7079

" 'ATTENTION MECHANCHIM
. Hebrew Academy ot Cleveland -
":Publication Departmeént offers .-

s % Curficular manuals, guides. -
oow Workbooks ST R
“® Visual aids. maps, and many orhers =

' '-_-Cieveland Heights, Ohio 44118

55 educational items for
‘Hebrew Day Schools

Cataiogue sem upon request
Send 75¢ for handling to:

'HEBREW ACADEMY
_ PUBLICATIONS DEPT
1860 South-Taylor Rd. -
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Mlss Orchan ssserts further that -
sl the Jewish Agency had an internal -
“liiinvestigation of the Ulpan in Kiryat
. Shemona by a dati investigator,

Akiva Keshet. He found Mr.

i Teller's allegations to be totally un-
- justified.”
. The first time “that 1 became -
~ .~ aware of this investigation or of Mr.
“Keshet's very existence was via
- Orchan’s letter. [ called up Mr.
- Keshet that evening and discussed
- “his findings. He admitted that {1)
- Tiktin |
In the ‘lay-out ‘process, several
fascinating photographs meant to
2 accompany Chaim Shapiro’s article
- on “Tiktin”
“then not used. As a visual
- postscript, we present the picture
" below: Reb Shlomo Pines, the last
=+ Rosh Kahohol of Tiktin, who was
“ ' mentioned several times in the arti-
“cle.

were put aside—and

Chap-A-Nosh at Miami's

DELI-NOSH|

GLATT KOSHER FAST FOODS
Under QOrthedox Rabbinitel Council

@ DIMNERS, LUNCHES

| HAIMISHE TAKE HOME FOODS
E BAR-B-Q CHICKEN, DELICATESSEN

B SANDWICHES, BURGERS, FRANKS

EAT IN OR TAKE OUY

§ Open Al Year 11 AM - 11 PM |

420 Arthur Godfrey - 415t 5.
- Miami Beach, Ple.

S .._42.

‘my Jetter to Miss Orchan was pairi- |
“fully accurate, {2) explanations

offered by the Kiryat Shemona staff

_were unsatisfactory, (3) the in-
- cidents recorded by me were not

"~ absolutely false” {I questioned him

“about this several times), (4)
students were in fact being sent to
radically non-religious Kibbutzim -

for the High Holidays, (5} Tisha

- B'Av was indeed the day selected to
“teach the names of foods with ap-
- ‘propriate edibles to aid in the in- -

The Littfe Princess Colfeckion

- featuring Ine Most smparlant namas 10
" nanonally agverised chigren's fashion
and baby gifts

|} + Giric 2 imfant - Size 14 » Boys -

* Huge Selection :n Both Poputar
and Beller Frice Hanges

e Truly Lowest Discount Prices

e DANSKIN +LITTLE WORLD » HER MAJESTY # DORISSA »
- & JANE COPELAND » CIEL AINSWORTH @ KATE GREENAWAY = o
« ROTHSCHILD  TIDYKINS » WEATHER TAMER ® WEATHER WINKY.

Spring Collection will soon be Shown «

825 KINGS HIGHWAY

Mr. & Mrs. Yocheved 'i’ouf '

OTHE FiNEST IN CiLDRENS WEAR & BABY GIFTS
- AT LOWEST DISCOUNT PRICES”

Infant - Toddiers 4

o Largest Selection

Just asmall sample of famous brand names

QPEN SUNDAYS - 336-6469

Cstruction; (6) madrichot did try to
--prevent my lectures from taking
“'place, (7} the atmosphere was out-
- rageously atheistic.

In brief, Mr. Keshet éssentially".

< confirmed all that I had experienced
- and described. .
This coming summier | shall wait -

for the Agency’s invitation, and

“would like nothing better than to be
. proven wrong.

‘Hanoch Teller - .
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0% off

_L:st Price
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Come Earlyfor

now on clearance
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" beéetween

- Letters fo the Editor -

" The NYANA Track-Record

- with Russian Immigrants .-

. _' To the Editor: -

Your OQctober arhcie : 'Dobro '

“Pozhalovat’': .The -American

" ‘Welcome . to ‘the - Russian Im- .
migrant implores American Jewish .
~. - agencies - to ‘expand and .enhance
" their efforts to help Russian- im- .-

_migrants live Jewishly. The New

“York Association for New
" .Americans (NYANA) is singled out -
.-for special criticism. - _
. " The article, however, distorts and
7 misrepresents ~the work of ...
- NYANA, the resettlement agency
- for Jewish newcomers to New York .-
~"City. For the benefit of your readers -
- and .of the New- York Jewish -
- community—the funders and sup-
~porters of our work for 30 years— ..
_please publish the followmg correc- -

tions.

: _crucial first encounter with America
“often remains the exclusive
- ‘monopoly of NYANA."—JO

I

schools—are -prepared ‘to pay such

“bills? NYANA receives immigrants -
~sent to New York .via our sister .~

" agency HIAS; thereafter, no" one
prevents religious .or other groups

~from approaching thése new ad- -
. ditions to their communities, .

< The Jewish Observer Janiiary, 1070 - -

‘methods to
‘information. ... ~JO

1) (T the utter: frustrat:on of
the religious groups -interested in -
“assisting .new .immigrants, .the-

“instill or

: ‘‘assistance’’ .and
- "'resettlement.”” NYANA does both -
Auntil the newcomers are self-

=7 sufficient {usually - within six to- -

__eight months). For a family of four, -

<" this costs $5,100, compared with -

- 81,500 five years ago. Which of the -
“‘religious . groups”’—desperate for

_money to maintain Jewish .day . agogues,

- .2)"'Since 1968, NYANA has ad-
~ vised and financially assisted over
10 000 people from the USSR

~mailings to immigrants.} One part -
-of pur total program is a continuing
.. -series, under our Community Ser- -
“vices Department, of activities to
crevive Jewish+ ..
- consciousness ‘and aid integration
There is a great difference . into local Jewish ' communities. ..
Included are free Russian-English -
- .mahzorim, menorot, and holiday -
-~ packages of honey cake and wine; .
. invitations -to. attend any syn-
~‘agogue; . holiday  explications by '~
rabbis -and Jewish-music concerts -
by cantors and others, both on -
NYANA’s premises and at syn-
~and a. well-publicized -
- ceremony in which .an immigrant
fixed a mezuzah to the door of our
new headquarters last June. - This
- religious orientation is offered im- .
- mediately” to immigrants and for
~several months thereafter; par-
~ticipation -is” their choice. We '

o The correct total is more than o
: '-12 000 Jews. :

3) ”NYANA however does not :
. _'prowde religious - guidance. . Only -
when the Soviet immigrant requests - =
“religious attention -does NYANA .-
Tact.. .. Orthodox groups have ...

‘beenforced to resort to clandestine =
elicit arrival -

NYANA receives 1mm1grants

_sent from overseas by our sister
“agency HIAS. Being met at the air- -
w‘port by ‘more than one  Jewish- .
community - representative - would "
"make _them ‘even more .confused -
than they are. (We do, however, .
‘help - Jewish community groups .
~-publicize their  programs through -
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-_: LETTERS CONTINUED

~“collaborate with Orthodox, Conser-
covative,
. -groups [such as] the Rabbinical
“ " Alliance of America and Al Tidom.
©7 (We have found, by the way, that
" Jews from the USSR seem to find

Reform and secular Jewish

most kinship with the Orthodox

~ - comminity in New York, not, as
- ‘your article states, the Conservative
‘community.) Jewish religious
- education is a function assigned by
"o UJA-Federation to the Board of
" Jewish Education.

: 4) "NYANA was established in
~7.-1949 by the New York Federation
~o-of Jewish Philanthropies. . . .”"—JO

CALLING ALL GIRLS!

" FOR AN UNFORGETTABLE
: SUMMER, JOIN

"~ GESHER ORAH

¢ Six weeks of extensive touring and
fots of fun.

* Centrally located in Jerusalem

¢ Modern new dorm

* Experienced statt
* Shiurim _
: AGES 17-21

- Directed by Dena
- {Lichtman} Aber

For further information, call or write:
C GESHER ORAH
¢fo Lichtman, 1456-456th St
Brooklyn, NY 11219
_ (212) 438-5584
- or GESHER ORAH
: h c/o Aber
7135 North Carpenter Rd.

_problem. . . .

" Skokie, Il 60077; 312-676-1858 - -

" ‘Thie Jewish Patient’s Bill of Rights, =
R _'-_Q;_pubhshed by Agudath Israel of -
*" " Arnefica; is now poicy in at ledst one -
: ..'hospxtal We ‘want rore hospitals o
“doithe samie. It is important that we

. intenview people who Have recently
- spent some time.in a hospital: In-
- dividuals who are prepared to be in:
L terviewed please call 233-3967 and -
_'Z:Q;ask for “Bakur Choilm‘ =

IR T

T NYANA was formed ‘as an
“independent offshoot of the.
~‘nationally oriented United Service
“for New Americans (USNA).
NYANA has always been a
" beneficiary -agency of the national

United Jewish Appeal, and is

funded by the UJA-Federation of
- Jewish Philanthropies Joint Cam-
- paign in New York.

5) “(T)here is the .furniture
{S)ome [immigrants]
are temporarily reduced to sleeping
on mattresses in a bare

“apartment. . . ."—JO
. Acquxsmon of furmture is -
“ohe category for which NYANA
.- offers money to newcomers; if they
- spend it on something else, that is
their choice. NYANA also offers in-
- jtial housing at hotels to those
" without family or friends here until
. they are self-sufficient; almost all of
. them find apartments within a
“month. 3
.. 6) Jewish community councils .
~"deal with Russians on a more per-
.sonal level than NYANA
affords, .. ."=JO :
: NYANA encourages com-

munity councils and service centers,

-and our professional staff
cooperates closely with them. We
- are personally involved in the initial
.- provision of assistance cited in the

article—in  apartment-finding,

~~Jewish orientation, job placement,
‘hospitality, classes in English-as-a-
second-language, and other
- programs. It i5 up to the Jewish |-
‘community to provide supplemen-
- tary services. . ..

Mrs. CHESTER M.

“President, NYANA
" New York City

‘Editorial Response:

" -Spiritual Needs Deserve Status

The Jewish Observer article did
not take issue with NYANA's ef-
forts to “"assist’” and ‘resettle” Rus-

-sian immigrants, as it has indeed
~~done with 172,000 Jewish political
o refugees over the decades {figures

" from NYANA). Even the problem

“of “immigrants - sleeping ~on bare
.floors was meant to be brought to
*the doorstep of smaller community
" agencies rather than NYANA.
~Religious guidance is a totally . -
- different matter, however. We can-

not view the current Russian im-

- migrant as a social phenomenon, in- .
“wolving Jews seeking political
-asylum, and no more—relegating

religious orientation to the optional

- “enrichment of an occasional lecture

and ceremony. These tens of

- thousands of Jews leaving the

USSR have put their lives on the

line as Jews to gain exit visas. Their
"total ignorance of Judaism is not a

matter of choice, but of tragic cir-

‘cumstance, and their entry into

Western society -should be un-

derstood as a spiritual asylum, as
well. Just as temporary dwelling
“-and permanent housing are top-
* priority items on the immigrants’

orientation checklist, so must basic

- religious matters be. If NYANA
- does not see itself functioning in
“this role, it should from the very

onset involve those agencies that are

‘equipped to meet these needs and

there are religious groups ready and

~able to do the job.

I sincerely doubt that a Russian
immigrant would be put off by fin-
ding himself greeted by two people
instead of only one. On the other

~-“hand, a warm “Sholom Aleichem”’

alongside the standard “Welcome!”

_can in itself endow his first step on

American soil with vast spiritual
possibilities. From this point on, a

. _painstaking, detailed, analytical, ad-
~-visory and educational process
(BLANCHE) ROSS - -

should be initiated.
True, the religious community is -

- overly taxed in its efforts to fund -
~the numerous educational and
" religious institutions it is main-
‘taining. The source of the $5,100

per.immigrant in communal funds,
being used to by NAYANA for
physical absorption, would do well

“to also channel some additional
- funds for the spiritual absorption of
_ our newest Americans. In any case,
-we must not congratuiate ourselves
-'on half a job well-done.

The ]ewlsh Obsemer 2 ]anuary o970
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~ Bombed"”

. fTo the Editor: .. :
- As-a. former- pr:soner of

7 Auschwitz-Birkenau -extermination -
U camp, with tattoo number 78389 on
" my left forearm, I would like toadd - -
© U a. few comments on . Wh
. Auschwitz:Was Never Bombed,” -
-~ First a few words about myself. [ -
~-arrived ofi’Atischwitz Erev Shabbos™ .
i 1. was ap=’
~.“’pointed to work :at the constriction -

- site called Komando Crematorium{, .7
" “one of the-four huge crematoria s

<o buildings. Anyhow, I had no choice -

oo like ceveryone else in picking my

~2 " job. During - the first week or so [

"November 27, -1942;

2o didn’t realize what & ‘cremdtorium
o was, although' I worked inside the
- ovens. In my birthtown Sierpc, néar” .
o “Warsaw in-Poland 'we had -our Bais-
<. Almin .and “the gentiles ‘had 'their -
-Till that-time 1 had -

“.cemetery. ..

" never known ot ‘everi-heard thatin

.' - London, Moscow “or  New - York

7 there exist facilities fot- crethating -
~the dead at their ‘own prearranged 3.'

- request

o In1943-44 wh:le in Auschw1t2':'
" "and in some of the 40 branches that'
Co.Auschwitz had, I had seen-English =
~-and American bombers flying mis- -
o -sions over Auschwitz, We always -
. looked up to them praying to the
o Almighty that a miracle ‘might
~happen:.and that ‘those bombers "
o would bomb the four death houses -

~in .Auschwitz, located 'in-one long

. row -at approximately less than one
.7 ‘half of a mile- The Germans had no -
- .anti-aircraft -positions in or around ..
.- Hitlet, -Eichmann
cooosand Himmier slept quiétly, confi-
" -dent -that nobody would bomb the -
..~ gas chambers and ‘ crematoria “in .
o Auwschwitz, :
" Conference, Crystal Night in 1938, -

"Auschwitz

v and later the ""Saint-Louis” episode ..
o cincJune '1939"proved to Hitler that )

_'Credlts

the Dec.-

g .ﬁ.:' : “Why Auschw:tz Was Never i

3 Z-To the Editor: ' .
Frankly, as a product of a secular
: American . education, I doubt very .
~much if my kind canor ever will,
 feel any sense of golus. We are just
_toooverwhelmed;
““materially, but philosophically - as

- Fathers;”’

‘The Evion

“-no onecares for -us Jews. That: ..
;':':'n()b'ody ‘on-this 'plahetﬁ'w'ill raise-a’l

-voice or lift a finger in protest, no-
. matter . what" the Germans wﬂl do'
L with us Jews, - :
- The " Allied  cotintries (among
o them hutidreds of ‘thousands of
enlisted “Jews) fought a bitter and -
y - ’bloody ~war with: the - Germans. :
" However, in" the rmatter of “killing ™
- millions -of Jewish .men, women,:
childrén; ‘and babies 171 they had
o problems or dlfferences what-
-‘soever. -

- "Golus" in a-Demiocracy

“well, with the advantages of a free .
- ‘society. Perhaps, though, the fault'
“lies -in -our . unguestioning : accep-- -
- tance “of ‘the so-called /'Founding = -

‘thoge - supposed . demi- .~
“gods -fashioned 'a document most =
Americans regard as almost sacred.
" Forgotten are the human frailties of

these men,. the political squabbles

~and -deals they made in order to~

‘yeshivas - also;

the prospect

Brooklyn, N Y

- '__E.._'The']ewish' Obs'-er"ver /}anuary, 1979 e

f;' '-'that The Jewish Obseérver is the best
.. popular Torah journal available. and
“what 2 great educational value”
- has. We use’it extensively to bolster

- our - Kiruv Rectokim - programme
and it'is a Kiddush: ‘Hasheri 'to be

_presented Tagazine puitting across
- real Daas" Torah Yeyashm Kocha-
“chem.

_ recommendatiori. ‘There have been.

-.-_.appeanng for a-while articles which =

'3_ sfall e
1) ongraphlcai-Hastoncai
'2) Holocaust.

LEON (LEIB) GONGOLA
. Brooklyn, NUY. .-

';educat:onal need “if “you: were o
“reprint theése two categories

-also".consider including - readets’ -
letters . ‘on these artzcles wheref
: .necessaty ot suitable.” o

‘notonly.

"?é}:_;f?5“5“"
= lAnG.

simply -write -a-constitution. - This -
kind of indoctrination :goes on-in~ "
as if ‘Orthodox
"~ educators fear that todo less'is to -~
““somehow - compromxse
~-patriotism. -~ _
"How can one feel golus when the L
~Declaration of Inciependence is o o
- pounded into'one’s"brain from early"_ o I
“childhood? OFf course Americaisa |
‘wonderful country.-No one denies
‘that. But maybe if we'stop deifying -
"dermocracy, -we'll be able -to better .
“lsee ourselves - for what we are.
Slavish -adulation to.a. political -~
. “system which, as any other, could ' ]
) “.very well turn against us _is&absurd.-__' 1
- One need not be reminded of the
e 'N:t.*::f\alp l‘gto%rapths Off tie fli:}}: " ‘mentality of -pre-Churban German:.
A onvention of Agu “ Jewry to feel not.a’ lltt]e chlllled at S
- Israel of America that appeared in: .- i
Sl ’78 JO were taken: by g
7 Moshe Z. Wezsberg e

th-e'ir '_5_.:-;_’ '

R STEIN Sy

Two Suggestlons

You do not nieed ‘me to . tell ‘you’

able  to -give peopie such:a - well

1 should. like to make a strong

into two . categorles'

‘You would solve a great‘_

‘separately in book form. You could

AVRAHAM HASSAN: ?.
Kolel “Yad Shaul” Libfary *
]ohannesburg, South Afnca -

nrthestru
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Dear Zevulun: SR -
“We are'proud to annournce that wé are :mmment!y o
' _pubhshmg the first section of a book of responsa, ©~
Yissachar BeOhalecha, an anthology of halachic dis- -
ussion, .Kisei Mishpat—dealing with Choshen
Mishpat, Ahavas Sholom—dealing with Yoreh De’ah,
“and -Reishis Teruma-—dealing with laws of terumos
‘and ma‘asros, prepared by members of the three in-
stitutes for ‘advanced Torah research:. (Kol!elim) un-
-;-der the Mechon Hahoyroa. _
-As'is well known, the purpose of these kollelim is o
to restore Torah iearmng to its ancient glory—that is,
“pursuing Talmudic studies to the practical halacha
“I'maaseh ‘in all four sections of Shulchan Aruch.
"Neediess to add, the zéchus of participating in such a

‘unique project is great, indeed!

e . v 5
--:We invite you to join Us in suppotting this major o we
:undertakmg with a donation of fifty dollars which ° |
-will,-of course, entitle you to a free copy of the sefer At IV v Aoiedgedy

~“upon publication. Your name will be entered in a ear T | su‘msh'(_i,\;-ﬁwi'xau o Wil 9T

- special section of the sefer as an everlasting tribute. T ain, She Shuich?® Aot IR R e T

- Furthermore, special pages- will be reserved for nowe O a0 aspect® o onustl

“‘perpetuating the memory of a departed loved one;
“each entry will include the name, father’s name and
yahrz'eit -date of the departed one, for a contribu-
-:_'uon of fifty dollars for each entry. .
““-"Your entire contribution is exclusively set aside for
supportmg the fellows of our kollelim, and for fund-
. ing publication"oftheir'To’rah research. Not one cent
. Mis.used for overhead. .
. Please fill out and return'the atrached form shown
" ‘below, as soon as possible: (AH names should be sub-
L m;tted in Hebrew)

Most sincerely,
Mechon Hahoyroa

L . _'.Mechou Hahoyroa, POB 371, -Monsey',.N.Y.'1'0952 i

Gentlemen ' -

i ‘widnt to partlmpate in the support of the work of Mechon Hahoyroa
‘[ 1 Enclosed please find my contribution of $_. :

T-am’interested in ‘more information:
.1 :Send . me some -of your literature. 1 CaH me at_

"'[ } 1 would Inke to ;om in sponsormg the publication of Yissachor BoOhoJ‘echo

'--'Name

| "-_-Aad'r_e-ss'-' "

:(.i'i'ty,“i'Sf.":.lté',z'-Zip' s
S : In Memory of the Departed Loved Ones

Name ‘of Father = o Yahrze:t Date

. _ 'bay/Mos /Year e
Name of Father . . .. Yahrzeit Date: .. .
Day/Mos./Year P

Al contribations are Tax Deductible




: _-Z‘To the detor

B Referrmg o the artxcie "Choos-'_"
_fj_:mg the Representatives of the -
- Orthodox Jewish Community,” Oc-+ 00
o tober 778, 1 was interested in the dis- .
,.:'_"-.-'cussmn of this important: and perti- s
S ment dssue and in the:cogent
- “arguments developed by ‘both Dr. . .
" Fryshman -and Dr. Lewin.-May 17|

“offer the folIowmg ‘comments.

“ton ~is far” from - resolved,:

- bid, the reverse . -

Cornmumty ‘thari - elected -officials,

- especially -in the monitoting of 1m~-_':_.:'f "

: i .'Th;e.jéwr"sh' dbs'e'r;v'ér./.]a}i'ﬁar:,'r;: 1'9"79':_' RISy,

o : -ﬁbfﬁaﬁt-_br_'ﬁiédbﬁ 1ssues, _
~“problems™ of "religious observance
: == - . anddiscriminatory praétié’eS"agéiﬂ;t'{'-'
L e e Orthiodox  Jews in hiring tand ad-

G "'ETTERS CONﬂNUED 7 vancement. All ‘too often, the $o-7

:ments on behalf_. of the” Or’chodox
‘Community,” of - Dr. Seymour. P.
-Lachman, as a-member and theri as
“president of the New York City
_ : ."_-_'Board of Educa’non s

1 called Jewish” appointee “does ot
-~ represent the  interests of :the
" Orthodox Community. - The 1mpor~"_.
- tance of being well represented was -
very clearly “demonstrated by the " oo
'_'numerous s1gn1f1cant accomphsh-"_-_'..* SRR

everyday -

"'-'Past Pres:dent ‘Assbciation of

Orthod ox ]ewrsh Teachersi.

Although to my mind ‘the ques-
‘there = .
" . feems to be one importarit pointon
" which both’sides .agree and ‘which .
thay serve as some sort of practical -
- -application inn theinterim: Thatis, if -~
. and whenthe Orthodox Communi-:
.ty does supporta political candidate -
. 'whois an Orthodox Jew, itis essen- =
" tial that the candidate be onewhois =
"-very competent, trustworthy, per- .
sonabie, and of excellént character .
~ . cone who would create a Kid- -
: _j'dush Hashem and not, Heaven for-" ..
: +One 'w}i'om we. ]
~“would -be proud to describe as “an |
" Orthodox Jew.” The same eriteria = |
"2 should be’ followed for- the seIechon S
- of !Shtadlonim.” -
"' “The second pomt is that more:'
g fattenhon ‘would be given by the |-
- Orthodox Community to the
“appointment--in - contradistinction: |
. to election—of ‘Otthodox Jews to- -
“ooef o limportant positions of authority inc
.various fields. Especially when ap«.~
.~ pointments - are ‘made to represent |-
~ - ‘the various ‘ethnic groups; should R A
- ‘we by all means-attempt to havethe - |
~-Orthodox Community well =
- represented.” We . .now'" have suf-
o ficient competent, S
. ‘honorable, -and  responsible -in-- oo
. -dividuals: in-just -about all ‘the - | -
- professions and areas of cotnmerce. . -4 -
-+ "Such appointed officials‘may often . -
*-be more benéficial to the Orthodox "

“articulate; .

I _piease Wit for an mtemsw

7 slarect L NSTRUCTOR |

N :'. 3-:0ur Semiuary ia how nccapung dofrmmy apphcllmns !nr |ha fovthcommy ach ;
Al out of town studants who want ln study in l!ns weil-rnnndsd ptogrnm. R
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" LETTERS CONTINUED

Eretz Yxsroel-—i:or a Revival of

. Mitzos and the Land

'3:":;-._ _To the Editor

I congratulate - “the. Jewish

“Observer on - ‘publishing - Shimon
- Glick's article "Missing—A Feeling
- of Galut.”" I cannot help feeling that
" “this is something of a breakthrough.

May it be a forerunner of many

. '.:_"more articles featuring a more
“positive attitude to that ‘hitherto
‘almost - unmentionable . topic—the

actual self-removal of Torah Jews

- from the lands of the affluent Gola .
- to Eretz Yisroel. ¥
" Everything in Dr. Glick’s article -
i is rtrue—even tragically true. Yet -
7 sthere is much ‘more that can and <
“-should be said. The age-old longing
o for Eretz Yisroel is an essential ele- . -
o7 ment in the healthy Jewish soul, and -
“oonif it is muted this is indeed a danger-
. .-signal. But there is more to it than
i :this,. The urgent imperatives of -
. Eretz Yisroel cannot be satisfied by
" nostalgia at the Western Wall or

- developments.
guestioning their ideological bases.
A substantial influx of Orthodox -
Jews with skills in science, -

DAF YOMI EDITION OF

7 MESECHTA KIDUSHIN

" NOW AVAILABLE

- Mésechta - Kidushin, the latest
~ - volume in a special series of unique -~
< travel-size (5%2" x 8") Gemoras, is
“now available for the convenience -
-2~ 'of Daf Yomi participants in their dai-
Cootly study.
o Available ~at the' cost price of
o0$2,50—by advance payment only, -
- "Sole distribution from the publisher: -

<. .‘Dat Yomi Commission
~Agudath israel of America -

e R R L e

of our fathers.
- Moshe Rabbeinu was so m515tent”_ .
" in his pleas to be allowed to enter .
o . the Land, the Midrash tells us, only
- because he was eager to share in the

~mitzvos of the land. The concept

“mitzvos of the land” today in-

‘¢ludes of course the agricultural
- mitzvos of teruma, maaser, shemitta
- ete. in their present-day application. =~

And the practical revival of a whole

“section of the Torah after 1500 '
-years of dormancy is no small

matter. But it includes above all the

" challenge of bringing about a Torzh
- -society in Eretz Yisroel

- The time is propitious. The self-
confidence of the secularists has

been badly shaken by many recent
Many people are

technology, commerce and the

professions, strongly motivated, -
‘conscious of their strength, aware .
" of their goals, could effect a revolu-

tion on the Israeli scene. This is our
task, . and no-one else’s. As the

Chazon Ish said, we cannot give .
-thls baby a name until we have "'~ :
- “Judaized”it (Pe’er Hador, IV, p e
o 242).
~"-. The goals of the Torah w:ll never’ .
‘be realized by Jews loosely .
organized in a collection of
~'shtiebelach lodged in the niches of
-an alien civilization. }t was meant -
for full-blooded implementation by -
all the organs and structures of an -
~ autonomous society, living and "
" -developing within its own territory.
-1 hope 1 am mistaken, but I’
~ sotnetimes get the impression that

some of our people would prefer to

- be left in peace to run -their
e - ghtiebelach rather than to accept the
e .- astringent challenge of building a
i .'5 Beekman Street, N.Y,, NY :

modern state on Torah lines.

Orthodox Jewry has come of age’
er . -in -America. It has thrown off its
- -subservience to the secularist es-
- -tablishment and has shown that it .
-~ can stand on its own feet. The time .
*--has come for it to turn its attention
'to Eretz Yisroel. Some of that same

e e T e A o

- 1978), .

« PR S ik

" gentimental attachment to the land - independent spirit could “work

- ‘wonders over here. Who will accept -0
'_'_the challenge?. ... PR
. (Rabbi) ARYEH CARMELL Sl
Yeshivat Dvar Yerushalayim -

' ]erusalem, tsrael -

"Mlssmg An Understandmg

- of Galut”

“To the Editor:

T would like to suggest anew tlt!e =

for Dr. Shimon Glick’s recent arti- -
“cle _-{}ewxsh Observer,. October, =~ -
“Missing, A Feeling of .-

Galut.” "It might be renamed,

" "Missing,. an. Understanding of |

“.- Galut by Shimon Glick.” S
.~ .While I agree with some of the :

" criticism expressed, I find that this ©

criticism is based upon an incorrect

interpretation .of the .meaning of .
" Golus, Modern Hebrew is replete -+ <.
‘with expressions = which, .while - -

grammatically correct, are seman-
tically false. Galut, as referred to by

.Dr. Glick throughout his article, ~ -
‘was called by our Chazal, Chutz .~ .-
-LaAretz, meaning countries which -
- .lie outside the boundaries of Eretz
~Yisroel Sometimes, the word Golah
‘is also used. Golus or Galut
‘describes the tragic state of affairs = -
-~ which results from the absence of -
‘Shechina among Klal Yisroel. R
‘When, because of our and perhaps =~ . . "

our fathers’ insufficiencies, we are

~denied the presence of Shechina,
-~ and a spiritual darkness, a Hester
-Panim, pervades the world, we ex-
~'perience Golus HaShechina. As we -

sink deeper in this darkness, we are

- denied a Bais HaMikdosh, and even
.the . privilege - of lwmg in Eretz
- Yisroel

- This interprétation is elementary,

_ _and is-perhaps the “major positive .
"Torah society and organizing a - value” which the Yeshiva world -

© 'was taught this past generation. -

The direction of its teaching was

‘not as blurred and as negative .as .. -
"“Dr. Glick would have us think, and
" 'the ‘chinuch and the approach of

our Yeshivos Gedolos continues to

- be the single most reliable source for
~a correct and Torah true attitude .7

The }ewish Observ'er'/ Jariuary, 1979 R




.'_-Medma, et als

s In view of the above, Dr Glzck.-:"

“should recognize that, while the Jew " ~To the Editor: - -

- of Boro Park and FlathSh may be -

--:._towards Eretz stroel

- this bitter Golus, he is urifortunate-/"
“ly -in-.complete concert with his
- counterpart_in: Detroit, Montreal,

o ocand o evenvin Jerusalem: Who are -
S we to declare which" of us is -
. prepared to answer that most de-

: '-_mand:ng ‘of all questions= .

Moremu ‘Harav Yaakov

L 'Rosenhexm, who kissed the ground .

2o in Israel upon arriving was express-
-~ ling a-feeling .of Chibas HaAretz, a

" love- for the wvery earth .of FEretz .

7 Yisroel, ds described “at the end of T

T Gernora Ksitvos, o

. He was nof, as Dr. Glick wouid'
PR _have it, overcome with emotion at -~
- “having left Galut, for he and all our "
- “Gedolim -and Askonim understood -
" that Golus has not terrltonal boun~ T
S dar;es - o

Chibas HaAretz and recogmt:on

'."'of the holiness -of ‘Eretz Yisroel,

- that everyone who “"undergoes” or - -
caliya with all its - contem-" -

“does”’

*"Out -devotion “and efforts must =

- -above all ‘be directed tolearning

-~ Torah, for yourng and old, for only -
. -in-this manner can-we develop a -
" Daas - Torah, a -Torah-based . ap- "~
- proach’ _whxch ‘will guide the think-""
<5 Cing of “the Jew- in Flatbush; -and ©

o likewise guide the thoughts of h:s

- brother in Bayit'Vegan.-. - :

(Rabbz) MICHORL J. MEISELS

i - “Dean, . Beth Jacob
Sara Schenirer High School -
cand Teachers Seminary -

Brooklyn, N Y.

: The Jew:sh Observer /]anuary, 1979 '. ’

Go!us,"-':f. :

“dwell in-them ...
‘But the purpose -of this ‘is because
" the ‘greatness and - importance. of .-
- -Erefz Yisroel is only inthat'it is the -
~""Palace of the King”—the land of
< the-fulfillment of His Torah. -
“Therefore, to- perform His- service

~Dr. Shimon th:k Sl art:cle-'
BT R LR (" Missing=a Feeling of Galut'”) was:
Nacking in'his longing for anfend to “excellent in that ittouched'on one of -
“the “thirteen “principles ‘of faith=to
- coristantly hope for the Mishiachto .- -
*come now. Chazal state that thisis " "= -

- one of the things asked of a'person’. v .0 e
‘when he is judged upon entering
“the next world—""did you hope for B
7 the tedemption?” o
g you longmgly await” the e
. e redemption? This' question, which- -
.- demands that'we long for an'end to -

o Golus, will be asked of every Jewin
e --';Bnex Brak-as well as: in ‘Beer Sheva.’

Qur position in golus is based on

the well-kriown Divine - command
issued ‘through ‘the ;'P'rophet_.-'

Jeremiah: " ;-

‘"Torah, and so our ‘building houses
-of Torah and Torah communities -
““here, is - our - preparation ‘to -énter.
Eretz Yisroel and shows: that we
“hope for the redemption.*’ Those *

- “Erefz Yisroel; -or ‘with those ‘who
' ‘makea”Yom Tov' of Yom Ha'atz:
waut and “Yom Yerushalayim, say-
- Ting the State of Israel is the start of
redemption.) They (the ‘so-called
" right-wingers) "are the ones” who
: promote love of Eretz Yisroel, and it
is in the spirit of this love that they
£ %0 sharply and strongly criticize the -
-secular and even anti-religious State
v of Israel, sirice-it is so often-iri op-~
position -to what :Erefz “Yisroel is.

- *Refet " to - the “commentary ‘of Rabbi-
‘Shamshon R.-Hirsch- zt'l of- Deuteronomy
S Chapter 4 Verse 5

. ._"'The - more’ than anyo
L Awa:ltmg tl}e G? ;z__]gh— i o thatywe are’in golus-ythat-_-even in
in U 5. and lsrae L7 Erets Yistoel oneis'in golus. Indeed
. “the golus problems of physical an:
rehglous sectirity “are- just as per
vasive in Eretz Yisroel ag elsewhere
They, mote than anyone ‘else, hope-.

- for Moshlach 10 -come;

_ To the Editor:
. Build ye houses and .~
{Jeremiah 29).:: E-bemoamng the lack of a feeling of
" golus in‘our age. But for the'rest, his
-article represents a’ textbook case.of
- muddled: thmkmg, as surprism '

it is Tegrettable. -

“whether somebody-has ‘a sense of
-there, it is required first to attain the - " golus in whether he feels any. ur;
“to go onaliya. Does he not mix up
‘tWo issues here-—awareness of golus
~(which should ‘exist in Eretz Yisroel,
7 too) and the love of Eretz Yasroel7

" “ig «true that the two' issues touc
leading - this: buﬂdmg are the so-

*"-and that there was a time when they
o7ocalled “‘right wing'’ yeshwos 855

o “ - ‘were almost identical~when a man
.--'_;tabhshmg countless yeshivos both ' i
~here and in Eretz Yisroel, with-hun- - Meéshiach said goodbye t:his faxm-

- £ dreds .of “Ameritan’ students lear« 1
o Kedushas -HaAretfz; are incumbent "

“uponus all, and if we fai] in this, we’- -
-2 fail in"a'major obligation. Yet, I do"
- .'not subscribe to'the popular notion; "

“desperate in “his longing for

1y -and community, packed his
~“ning in Eretz stroel Ttis their peos ~

ple-who .say “daily the : countless -
" prayers for the- rebuilding ‘of the
- Bais ‘Hamikdosh. (Contrasted :with
-the Reform prayer-book; whichitin=

“ 4] ‘recently -made ‘fio” mention of
. porary ramifications is assured of -

S Zhavmg ‘met -this obligation.-

BORUCH FELDM. _
Broaklyn, ___NY g

Golus-and Aliyaz
- Not Mutua!ly Exciuswe

Dr. Glick” wés .very nght

.According to }um, the test"of=

tachr:chim, and went “to
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 LETTERS CONTINUED

- "';':Yerushalaylm to spend his remain-"
" ing days in prayer and. Torah'study,

g awaiting ‘the :‘coming:of ‘Moshiach:

i Eretz Yisroel "'we dare OK”'?

7 Moreover, even when'iwe limit
*“ourselves to the question of Chibat
- Ha'aretz, the love for Eretz Yisroel, .
oo cigdr notludicrous tolay the respon='
" sibility for the lack' of aliya at the -
o feet of ‘the yeshivos? What “about
"~ ~our dependence on the luxuries and - -

- fleshpots of America? What -about-
“our feeling that we are here by right
7 {so-eloguently reflected in the recent .
.- JO debate whether we should ‘elect
e our ownpolitical representahves oy

useour clout over “athers)? And

" what about “the  erosion of - feeling-
“-‘that results from journeys:to Eretz -
Yisroel (formerly reverent.
-pilgrimages) - becoming tolirist:
: ‘jaants’ (compiete with stopover iR
~"Rome’or Switzerland) that a-goodly -
“number of our high school students

' .-:__:have already partaken of?

:-have understood that.

“NAME WITHHELD' -
“BY REQUEST

1 Can we really say that Tife in Erets"
v Yisroel—evendmong: ‘the - rehg:ousl_zi' L

- plim from’ America—is .an “expres- -
sion of a-sense of golus? Is there not

in'many cases the opposite feeling~ "~
~that only America is'golus, ‘while in

The Yeshwos and

Love of “the: Land" e

' }__.'I'o the Editor: -

. “American  Roshei"

."".-__Oct '78).
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‘Dr.Glick " séemns’ to fault our'_:__
Yeshiva for -
- somehow being remiss in conveying .
‘" 'Chibas Eretz Yisroel to their charges '
-'::"('.'.Miss'ing—-a' Feeling “of Galut,”
O'f--c'oursé'- h‘e un‘-';_

- derstands their dilemma: since there -
“has been so-muchi to’ criticize in the -~
State 'of ‘Israel: these past 30 years,
. “they ‘were ‘forced: toisound:the .
o 77 negative notes. Basically, they had a:
well-grounded - fear that their
“stadents . might become enamored -
-with: an: uncontrollable  Zionistic =
trge=thus their muted approach to S
'*'our ‘Holy Land. L
-1 'beg to: dlffer I-';rst of all hxs
"_whole assumption that yeshiva
graduates ‘are . p'ooriy ‘represented
“among the. ohm is wrong.: Il wager -
- that. more" alumni -
i Vedaath a_nd_ Chain - _Ber]m.-"-[;'
< (including some well known Roshei -
““Yeshiva) made-agliya “than did
graduates “from many" modern-:
“Orthodox

“ihstifutions: s

““inconvenienced if a manon a white -] Paragtaph): 1n May 1755, e b
oo beglin® mass Cdeportation -of - Hungarian

~donkey came into- town, telling Jews To- Auschwitz .-

- “’them:to -change ‘their perspectives = | .. "

“Against’ this: background the ' ge persp

.in“Eretz :Yisroel seetn to have
'ciear~headed view of love fot th

_ Y:

"cion and distrust of its government
“An my view, their Roshei Yeshi
seem - to be domg something right.

Comonth's
f_recvgmze our “obligation toi-.""
cognizant of our golus condition;.
-and some of our failings to do"so..
For this reason; we felt it in: piace c
“publish Dr. Chck"

‘from: Torah -

- Feeling ‘of ‘Galut,’ -and ‘his various
" cominients  and - observatrons were’
taken in this context. We are pre_ _
.fsentmg some of Dr.-Glick’s res-
“ponses;. ref!er:tmg hzs own thmk"

Infact)
nutrlercus  Americat voices areiim-
- iriediately recognizable in the Israeli-
‘countérparts of our Torah Vodaath
+ ‘and Chaim Berlin, and Beth Jacob . in
-schoolsi=Are theyall rea’lly Yeshiva
‘University alumm that
':;over“? SR
“Moreover, dtmng my most recenit i
visit to the Holy Land (which t6 me
' .is like going to a rebbe’s:tisch, not -
~like ‘Visiting a mistress, cholila), 1

" was upset that many Ametican olin*
- there seemed so miuich-at home, that =
*- they forgot- that they are‘in galut. 1 -
~think some'of :them would be:a'bit =

_':was Jacking in‘much of the yeshiva
- world, but never did I suggest' that -
the 'problem ‘was ' confined to' the-
- yeshiva world. Mr. Epstein does not
~-derry --the vahchty of my obser-_
{ .- vations.

'crbs'séd o

S 10 -Lhange -/ : : ) -aléo ook partiin the Tescue operation’of i °
- and ‘priorities! And thie poor chaps .~ ;
-only lsourcelof both a ‘true -

o awareness: of golus——and our total
~dependence on:the coming of -
~-Moshiach—and. OE; propler perspec- . - roiich (or anti-Jewish) armiy ate
ctive conEretz i Yisroel—<are ouf '-"__-'mos'p'here whose daughters-want to

‘Roshei Yeshiva. Dr. thk shouid ““serve in Chen, even though parents = |-
~.object: stréntiously - et
“whocelebrate United " Jerusalem )
Day, in spite of the inaccessibility 1} = = %G
- of ‘the Temple Mount, dominated = {75

“ by - Moslem . mosqueSWAnd ‘they -
o Cthink that -galut -is- an-“overseas -«
o jphenomenon beIongmg only to the S

’ :.-_Gola’ :
My son’s- Plrchei Ieader (a blt
“more precocious, perhaps; than the .
- fellow .who served in this capacity = -
4o Dr. Glick’s youngster) confided -~
~-in"me that the Torah Vodaath and

& TIles . - ANG e i )| approximately 1600 Jews who arrived |
‘whose “sonstwant to-serve:in ‘the “iibinte Swltzet’]and From Hungary vialo
“Ierasli -army, to defend -their coun-"" Lo -

~try, and ‘are’ perplexed by the non- -

. the people

Chaim  Belin gradua

SHMUEL EPSTEIN:
T New York C:ty.-‘

Ed:torzal Commént
TAsT the openmg articles n ast-
‘issite demovistiate,

e

LU Missing: A

(4
1 contended that a Fee}mg of galu

Correchon B

I Herman™ Landau s letter (Dec 78)
regardmg rescue “efforts - during “Worldf -
War 11, thé text ‘should have read (2rd '
paragraph): “InMay 1944, the Nazis had ) .

.- Vaad Hahatzala:| "

'Bergen—BeIsen

" The Most Trusted Name
S n Kosher Pourrry :

"o PREFERRED WORLD.WIDE -




j-_-_: Tndeed, it should .offer _littie

-« feeling may exist (as indeed it does)
~~in.many circles representative of
“"modern Orthodoxy.” But here the

" “reasons are different; in writing for

. The Jewish Observer | attempted to -
which

~-examine those courses
/".seemed pertinent to the JO
“"“readership. I felt that the situation is
“iparticularly painful because one

~yeshiva' world,.
- other . aspects of .religious obser-

‘“vance and feeling, would be laden " -
"7 with an obvious consciousness of
- galut. Thus [ do bemoan the insuf- .~

~ ficient difference in the "at home”
“‘secular Jew and the Torah Jew. .

8 "j.For lack of aliya at the feet of the

N

P
o
1S
b

i _..Lgﬂ.-zgs ;ONT!NUED ~ye houses . .

satisfaction~ that a similar lack of .
' “Jews to go up to Istael and rebuild
" the destruction as soon as the op-
- ~portunity was provided, would be a -
“much more appropriate citation. _
-Samson Raphael Hirsch's com-
‘ment on Deuteronomy 4:5 that the ¢
- Jews as a people acquired the Torah
-.first and then the land, is a truism—

“but in no way prevents the Torah
“would have expected that the ' Jew :from sensing his deprivation
so meticulous .in -

~-feeling " in. America - between the -
“.Nor -did T lay the responsibility

“i.'Roghei Yeshiva, as charged, Ob- '
7 viously ‘the luxury and fleshpots -
. ' : - vant Jews ...
- feeling that they live in galut. " That
“’a Reform Jew thinks that he is at

~home in America is not surprising;
‘that members of the Torah Com-
. munity think no differently should -
~ be surprising and disturbing. _
Other letters do not seem to deny ..
- my observations about conditions -

-in America, but rather to assert that -
_things are bad in Israel, too. Their
assertions are irrelevant. | never -
" said “We are OK" in Eretz Yisroel 1

. and the other factors cited take their -
" toll of yeshiva youth as well as of
‘secular youth., |
The c:tatlon of ]eremlah s ”Bulld S

" distorts the consola- - |~
“tion of the exiles in Babylon who . -
Cowere not permitted to return and -

rebuild Israel Ezra’s appeal to the

‘while in galut. In fact, the more

primary builders of Israel.
The Reform prayer book and the

‘secular and anti-religious nature of

Israel is-irrelevant to the theme of
'my article. I neither stated not im-

~plied that a feeling of galut is absent -
~-only in religious Jews. Quite con-
‘trary, | -stated "Many American :
. even the religiously obser- -

Tews . |
no longer have the

wish we were. But Israel is more

~than a place to go, saying, “goodby
to family and community’’ to pack .
‘one’s
wait until tachrichim time. Many
_-opportunities exist to spend time in
~#prayer and study
. today—believe it or not! o
[As for the special nature of Eretz -
' Ytsroel ] may I

“tachrichim.” One need not

I

urge my
'respondents as Jews guided by

~halacha to look at the laws of
yishuv ha'aretz today, to study the -
- Rambam, Rambant Shulchan
“Aruch, Rabbi Yaakov Emden,

Galut”, (Tishrei) .

“blissfully above! ...
“could be miore festive ...

the talks . e .
*'Now hsten Moshaach I've got SN

 Meshech Chochma, Chazon Ish* to

‘see whether Brooklyn has the same . - o
I'status as Bnei Brak or not.

~(Dr.) SHIMON GLICK
Beer Sheva, Israel

M:ssmg«-A Sense of What'?

: To the Editor

" Re: M1ssnh‘g’-—-A “Feeling ~of

consider the appearance of

" 'Moshiach a nuisance?!! Dr, Glick
~cannot be . serious!
-munity loves a Simcha more than - -
“Boro Park? Which community can
- organize a celebration the way Boro
“Park can? Ceremony! Pomp!
-natural _interpretation is ‘that .the
‘Torah .Jews should become ‘the .-

Which com- :

NOBODY DOES IT BETTER! ..
- When Moshiach comes (soonl), -
.. are you kidding? . .. WHAT a

.- convention! Everyone will come o
-see, to heat’ this magical, almost
mythical .Moshiach standing on a
“podium in our own Menora Halll

... The- tastiest dishes! Loveliest
‘clothes! Cigarette smoke billowing
NOTHING

And then, ... the meetings, . ..

.great connections . _ _
- "My brother is ini real estate ...
““We can -knock down thoSé

“eyesores on ——rd street .

i

I mean, really Moshmch

You see, Dr. Glick, you have mis-

"interpreted the real lack, the actual

void, the TERRIBLE need of the

- American Jew;

“We are the epitome of Galus .

-'We WALLOW in Galus!

WHAT is missing? Perhaps Y

- feeling of Ge'ulah .
in Israel, even

CT.M. PARKER-
- 'Brooklyn, N.Y.

*The Chazon Ish, " for insfanf:e, rafed that =

settlement and building of Erefz Yisroel -
nowadays s a .mitzvas -asei d’oreiso {a

" ‘positive Torah commandment). .
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. Borough Park - L

.. what's all this talk of moving? B ._
v 'Why—~we can build our Bais =~ - -
" HaMikdosh RIGHT HERE! :




" within - the

- __'Agﬁ:dath'isféei’.s Isaac Lewin Scores Over Russian On Human R.ig'i'\.ts S

By David Horowltz LI

o Orgamrahons managed to score a victory
..over a Soviet delegate who tried in vain to in-

troduce an amendment to a resolution in- :

spired and drafted by Dr.-Lewin and which

“amendment would have greatly weakened

:the intent of the resolution, o
" ~The Third Committee of the’ Assembly
. ‘wag debating .the Lewin-inspired ‘draft en-
“ - titled “Elimination of All Forms of Religious

Intolerance.”

contained in the following clause:

0.7, “Requests the Commission on’ Humian -
" Rights at its 35th session to give high priority
‘to the drafting of the Declaration of the -
“"Elimination of Intolerance and of
" Discrimination based on -religion o7 belief,

and to strive toward completion of the draft
~declaration at that session ..."”

7. The Soviet proposal for the deletion of the' -
words ° “high priority” was suggested by Viet
; Narn whose spokesman introduced an -~

JEP Develops New Method To
"~ "Teach Uncommitted Youngsters;
. Release 4th Record

: A new approach in teachmg uncommitted
'}ewtsh children the Alef-Beis was one of

. several recent innovative projects sponsored -
© by the Jewish Education Program (JEP) the -
- reachout project of Zeirel Agudath Israel of
o " America. In addition to the new workbook,
- JEP also released its fourth album of ite -

- successful JEP recording series.

-~ The workbook concept -is part of jEP s
- overall ‘program to prepare .instructional |

. inaterials to teach youngsters who had never

.. “before - experienced Jewish learning. The -
- - " recordirigs are primarily in English so that -

“the Jewish message is carried in a language

" easily understood by the large numbers of .- |
. youngsters served by JEP.-

Jo 7 According to the leaders of JEP Rabbzs L

L ':'_Moh Katz and "Yosef Chaim Golding,
- although the workbook was originally . -

prepared for hundreds of children JEP serves -

s Jin public schools and Talmud Torahs, the

~ publication could also be used by preschool .-

_and first grade -children from yeshiva
backgrounds. The approach to learning is

" clearly enhanced by hundreds of illustrations

"o with a full spread on each letter of the
" -alphabet. :

_The' ]e'w.is.h Observer / ]énﬁm;y,' 1970

- tory for Dr.

- The USSR delegate had ob-
“jected to the words “"give highly priority”

- Austria,

proposal was defeated by a vote of 38 for, 50

- against with 36 abstentions..

Significantly, when it came %o a vote on
the whole resolution, not a single member -
< woted against it. it mustered 104 votes with

25 abstentions. This came as a petrsonal vic-
Lewin - who -commented: A -

- decisive victory in the cause of human rights

"--has been -achieved by the adoption of this

resolution.-I am extremely hopeful that the

“Human Rights Commission in Genéva will
~_now draft the text of the Declaration and that -
next year the General Assembly will .
“proclaim this important document as a se- -
» .quence to the Universal Declaration of

Human Rights.”

Canada; Celumbia,

United

Agudath Israel Int Effort For New Means to A:d Yeshlvos .

A stepped up effort to explnre pmgrams t6
" assist yeshivos which meet the constitutional -
- restraints is being directed by the Commis-

sion on Legislation and Civic' Action of
Agudath Israel of Amierica. During the first

few weeks of the school semester, the Com-
- mission converied a special seminar for prin.
“cipals and administrators of yeshivos. Call-

ing for a new program within the parameters .-

"..of constitutional law, Assemblyman Leonard - sion has also been canvassing thie yeshivos to 7

~'gauge reaction o a new proposed competen--

‘cy test by the New York State Board-of .= -
. Regents. The Commission is also continuing .-
. its daily efforts on behalf of yeshivos on the '
“Jocal scene, in the state cap:tol and TR

'Washmg%on '

Stavisky declared that, “Compansatory
programs designed to identify children with

" deficiencies in basic skills, school enyollment,
-shared use of facilities, and public money for

" ‘handicapped pupils to be accepted into
-'programs is constitutional.”

Other speakers

- Agudath Israel Knesset Victory

. S amendmient which-called for the replaceinent = when an attempt to introduce compulsory
i : L of the two wards with “due attention.” The

UNITED NATIONS {WUP) Dr isaac o

Lewm noted Human Rights authority repre- -

" ‘senting the Agudath Jsrael World Union -

Nor-Governmental

- would have required the Minister of Labbr to
*-'the National Service Law of 1953, which -

* pulsory for girls exempted from. any serwce'-
“_on religious grounds. :

“trary to Halacha, Agudath Israel denouticed
- the latest attempt by the opposition” Align- 7",
. ‘ment to introduce compulsory service for the

" Arbeli (Alighnment) -expressed surprise at -

- Religion Party {Mizrachi) in view of the fact .
: . -that girls who have come up through its'af-."--
-Lewin . had manage& t6 - enlist” ihe s
-followmg states to ‘sponsor his resolution:
Dominican .~
- ‘Republic, France, Ghana, Honduras, Ireland, -
Italy, Jamaica, . Lesotho,
Nigeria, Norway, Suriname,
Kingdom, U.5., Veneziiela, Sweden; Costa .
Rica, Federal -Repubiic of Germany, -
‘Uruguay, Denmark and Australia, .

Netheriands, . -

--Agudath Israel gairied -a . major - victory

national sérvice for women was defeated .in”
the Knesset by ‘a vite of -61-47 The bill*”

issue the necessary regulations to implement -
makes two years.of national service com- -

Pointing to the unammous opinion - by"'-'
Gedolei Torah that national service was coti- -

religious - girls. In. the - debate, -Shoghana -

“the extremist -poisition of the National |

filiated youth organization, Bnei Akiva serve -

" in the -army. She appearled to. the -NRP ©
‘deputies "not to fet Agudath fsrael lead you.:

by the nose.’

at the seminar mduded such'ofﬁnais of New = 7

“York City's Board of Education as-Dr... /00
- “Charles Schonhaut, executive director of the™ -
Division of Special ‘Education,. and Mrs, 1
_ Florence Flast, director of pupil fransporta--< i
- tion. More than 60 representatives of Torah -
. institutions in the greater New York area -0

participated. S
In addition to the seminiar, the Commls- 5

:'Formerly Kosher ng

@gla%! Supefvased -

21501 Surf Ave . Coney island
Whitehead Hall -Brooklyn Coliege




" Agudath Israel of America hasannounced
‘the appointment of a new executive director

. of its Project RISE (Russian Immigrant Ser-
‘vices and Education),

¥

Shmue! Nuta
Hetskovitz, as part of the expansion of its ac-

- tivities for new arrivale from the U.SS.R.
‘Mr. Herskovitz, a native of the Soviet Union,
“is a member of a family that persevered

spiritually in Russia against all odds. After

“arriving in the U.5.A., he enrolled in an

American yeshiva to compensate for the

education he had missed in his native coun-

- -try, and then became a leading activist in
. bringing other Russian Jewish immigrants
- claser to Yiddishkeit. Highly respected

.among Russian immigrants for his devotion

to helping them meet their every need

- Herskovitz will be charged with coordinating

. .-and enlarging Agudath Israel's activities for
7 'these new arrivals, particularly their religious
i absorption.

Agudath Israel until now has dealt with

this area through its various divisions In

coping with the vocational guidance and job

. training needs of the immigrants, Agudath
* Istael's Project COPE (Career Opportunities

and Preparation ' for Employment) has

- processed over 3,500 applications by Russian
_Jews since 1975, Hundreds of these clients
. were enrolled in training programs, which

‘included language instruction. One of the

results of the years of experience is the es-
tablishment of an English-as-a-Second-
Language program, and the development and

‘publication of a widely circulated brochure:

"ESL and Job Orientation: A Teacher’s

" ‘Manual.”

Project RISE also publishes a monthly
Russian-language newsletter to maintain
contact with the Russian immigrants and to

* -constantly feed them with information on
Jewish life and communal activities. The

teligious needs of many Russian children are
serviced by Zeirei Agudath [srael's Jewish

* Agudath Israel Expends Project RISE, Names Executive Director - s
"Education Progsam'(]E.P'} which 'Qbohéérs an o

" after-school program in the Brighton Beach/
- Coney Island area. As a result of JEP's ongo-

ing efforts, 65 Russian children have recently

_‘been enrolled in yeshivos. S
Recently Project RISE played host to more . . -

than 250 Russian immigrants at a Chanukah

‘gathering at the Agudath Israel Midwood

Center in Brooklyn. Inspiring addresses by
Rabbis Zysha Heschel and Avrohom

“Schindler and Jewish songs by Yonah
" Weinreb gave the participants a sense of

‘having regained a long lost link with their

~ Jewish heritage.

The announced expansion plans also call

~“for the development of a Torah volunteer
".-corps in the communities where Russian im-

migrants live, new intensive efforts for
recruitment for yeshiva enrollment, setting

" up tutorial programs for children already

enrolled in yeshivos, and the sponsoring of

“adult education programs.

_ Agudath Israei Wins Big in Municipality Elections In Israel

When the fmal tallies were announced

- following Israel’s municipal elections, there
" were naturally many winners and losers. But,

the nation clearly recognized that Agudath
Israel continues to make gains at the expense
of the other religious parties and even the
secularist factions. In Jerusalem, the Agudah
slate received 16,740 votes, besting even the

* ‘Likud, which received only 14,351. In the
- mayoralty elections, Agudah candidate Rab-
. bi Shmuel Shoulson topped the Likud can-

‘didate 15,169 to 13,000 votes. The figures are
“particularly encouraging since in the Knesset
elections, Agudath Israel and Poalei Agudath

-Israel together received 15,100 votes in

Jerasalem. In fact, the Agudah fell 420 votes
short of a sixth Agudist representative on the

'_-jerusalem municipatity. In Bnei Brak, the

Agudist candidate for mayor, Shmuei

: “Weinberg, received 45% of the votes, as op-
“.posed to the Mafdal man Gottieib, who

received 35% of the votes. Mr, Weinberg will

_serve only two years as per an agreement

with Yitzchok Meyer who will be the mayor
for the remaining two vyears.

- Agudath Istael made gains in smaller cities -

and towns as well. In Rosh Haayin, for ex-
ample, the Agudah Independent slate won

_five seats and the mayoralty. In Ashded, the

Agudah ticket won three seats; it had nione

-.until now. The same was true for Ofakim,

where the Agudah won a seat that they had
never held before. In Kiryat HaKarmel, the
Agudah Independent slate went from one to

- three seats.

An extensive poll taken throughout Israel
by Istael’s television station, surveying peo-

“ple for their preference if Knesset elections
" were to take place today brought the follow-

ing results: Agudath Israel would go up from
four Knesset seats to five or six deputies, at

“the expense of Mafdal which would slide
~ from 12 to 9 deputies.
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" Yaakov Kamenetzky,
".- Moetzes Gedolei HaTorah. “The conferénce .
-'.'_.'is a Kinus Tzadikim,”

' Agudath Tsrael Branches Engage Personnel

- There are various indicatots to point to-
-Agudath Israel's growth in many parts of the

"7 country. Heightened activity, large dinners ©

" and Melave Malkas tell only part of the
-story, but the general strengthening of the
“Orthodox communities tells it best. For

Agudath Jsrael one of the most promising -

developments is the number of executive and

“_youth directots that have recently been

‘.-retained by the local chapters. In Toronto,

-, Israel, Ini this position, he will be responsible

~for the summer camp and oversee the ac- -
tivities of Pirchei and Bnos throughout the .-

- tity. Previously, Rabbi Shlomo Noach .

“Mande! had been named to directits JEP and

" Reshet Shiurei Torah programs. In his first
. year, 5738, Rabbi Mandel made contact with -

MAP New Torah Program for Youth At I’m:hea Agudath Israel Leaders Conference e

Voiunteer youth leaders from 22 branches

;. of Pirchei Agudath Israel of Arnerica heard a
call from prominent Torah leaders to adopt
"“mew programs for .the thousands of . -

youngsters they serve, at a ‘special Leaders
~Conference held here over a two-day

"7 weekend. Leaders heard an inspiring message .

Rabbi -

"from the revered Rosh Yeshiva,
a member of the

the noted Torah .
scholar declared,

- ospirit of promulgating  tzedek-righteous -
deeds.”
" . not only refers to a gracious deed in offering -
one food and lodging, but also to influencing

: someone to attain greater heights in the Jear- ~

~“yeshivos,

_ “because the leaders of °
- Pirchei Agudath Israel are imbued with the

He . said that chesed (benevolence)

s r— . S——

~JUST IN TIME FOR PURIM_
" THE COMPLETE STORY OF PURIM IN ENGLISH

“over 400 uncommitted Fews, seeing 200003,
- tegular basis.

In Baltimore, Rabbi Sholom Salfer became .
& one<man employment service for the local
- Agudah. To date, he has placed a large = -
_number of frum unemployed in productive -.©
-jobs. The branch has had a youth director for
many years, with Rabbi Moshe Juravel ser- -
In Los Angeles, Rabbi o
" Shmuel Lazer Stern became the executive
. .Rabbi Aaron Joseph Eisenberger became the "~
wdirector of the youth division of Agudath -

wving currently.

director for the Agudah, one of his first mis-

sions is to establish a Camp Agudah West. -~
Chicago's executive director, Rabbi Yitzchok -
- Bider, has been there for several years and he ' -

‘is responsible for the large number of youth
activities in that city, Joining the list of late is

Cleveland, which - recently - hired Rabbi ~
“Yonzh Sheinbaum, who continues to spend -
. part of his day at the Telshe Kolel

.' fing of Torah and observarice of mitzvohs,

- The .representatives of Pirchei Agudath
< Istael came from all areas -of Metropolitan - ..
‘New York and from Montreal, Toronto, -
- 'Chicago, Detroit,"Cleveland, Scranton and -
~-‘Monsey. The speakers alluded to the fact =~
~that .many principals- and teachers : of
as-head -of Torah .
" prganizations, grew up through the ranks of -

as well

Pirchei Agudath Israel where they learned

“responsibility towards the community. ‘At
~the conclusion of the .conference the -
delegates assumed a series of new projects,
- including local seminars on leadership, inter- - -
-““branch melave malkahs for post-bar-mitzvah =
~boys,.study of mishnayos in honor of bar- - -
“maitzvah, a Torah Jeaders album contest and "
an .increased awareness by the Pirchei -

' '-'-6tl"|e"f "Br.a.hch.'.A'c't'iéit'ie'é ofNote .

5. Feivelson, Rabbi B. Greenbaum, Rabbi J.-°
Silbermintz, Rabbi C.B. Wolpin, . Rabbi 5.
~Zweig, Rabbi E. Goldfischer, M. Petlowitz, -

+ Profesorske, o
- organizing committee consisted of -Aviesti .

.._'Wagschai,

Agudath Israe] of Monsey has announced
the formation of a minyan, appomtmg Rabbl :

- Joseph Kanter as its Rav. The minyan will be =
_held on the premises of the -Yeshwa of
~Spring Valley. :

Agudath [sraél .of . Kew Garden’ Hﬂ]s'-

"(Queens, N.Y.) announced the appointmet .. :
of Rabbi Eliezer Shedrovitsky to serve as’
‘theit Moro -D’asroh. A descendent of ‘a’-:
. prominent Agudist Family, he is lr.nown asari’

outstanding Torah scholar.- -
The .Agudath “Israel ‘of Ba[%lmcrE'

sutcessfully concluded its -annital yarchei .-
- kallah. The shiurim this year were given by -~
‘Yeakov 'S. Weinberg, Rabbi Mendel ‘Feld--"

man, Rabbi Yaakov Kulefsky and Rabbi  .:

_“Moshe Heinemann. In- addition; the Rosh' ™~ "

Yeshiva of Ner Israel, Rabbi Yaakov I.0.0
Ruderman, del:vered & Jecture to those par--'-
txﬂpatmg L .

= :members of current Jewish prob]ems From a

Torah perspective. . :

In addition to Rabbi- Kamenetzky, the SR
Pirchei leaders also'heard addresses by Rabbi -/
Joseph Elias, Rabbi Boruch Borchadt, Rabbi .7~

Pesach Y, Rosenbaum, Avi Schulman, Rabbi = =
:C. Amsel, A. Portowitz, G. Nathan, Y. M. o000
‘and Meir Amment. The"

Chaim ‘Wielgus, . Joshua -

~Mehlman, Shlomoe Neuman, and Allan-~
'_Rosenstock; Rabbi Akiva Simche served as

" coordinator .of accommodations ;and -
technical arrangeéments.

Rabbi Moshe '
-Bnrenstem organized the conference.” b

——mie.
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3 hours of Eastenmg pleasure your children will want -
to listen to over and over again. '

COLOR ME K, COLOR
ME X, An

) L8000
Aleph Bais Coloring Book .

- Order the Purim tape and any of ' our- other quailty
“publications which make fine additions for your

- f _ 1 SHOFY AND BLOWFY—
S - -children’s library from your tocal bookstore or fill in

| :

l

i

A Hashkofah-oriented
iHustrated story for
young children

oo
the coupon and mail to LCS PUBLICATIONS/601

PRIVATE WAY/LAKEWOOD, N.J. 08701 or call (201 - o BROTHER—57 sction

packed pages tor
children ages 7-12

- -363-4210, $2.25

Publication Price Qumli!y Total

: YOSSIE'S SPECIAL SHABBOS—~

o] Adelightful picture story
every child will relate to.

‘| For the younger child

THE STCRY OF PURIM
in English—2 - 90 min. - $1.25 :
cassette tapes dramatiz - $6.00
the Purim story .

THE STORY OF A shiooin A handling _ _
CHANUKAH in Eriglish-~2-90 § STMppIng and handing s . $.50

DTy el min, cassette tapes dramatize e T S TOTAL ! ) S e S e
. I T the Chanukah stor . o R e - Lol : L . o S i I B
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| T Fbttshers of Toe Jowish Cliorser
e loased s 4;@/{/:/;;/0/& bada
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-~ “The Jewish Observer / 5 Beekman Street / New York, N. Y. 10038 -

Friends: ‘Please send gift subscriptions and an announ cement card to the .-fo'IE'dwing:' o .

Name....

{please make ‘your own fist for additional names) o
1" enclose S ...... SO I '_Plea:é bill me. .

MY P I8 T, ST L AGReES e
Cibty..c:




