


























































6 THE IDEAL AFIKOMEN GIFT-'IT LASTS LONG AFTER 

.[f) A FELDHEIM BOOK 

Goldie's Toys Rebel 
Written bv Shrindel Weinbach. illus. 
tratNI bv Aide! Barkman SJ 79 

The Homontash that Ran Away 
Wrillen and illustra!ed by Chaiky Hal· 

79 

Mihu The Detective 
\Vrillen and by Chaikv 
1-folpPm SI 79 

Shimmee and the Taste· Me Tree 
Written by Shemdcl Wrinbach. rheer· 
fully illu.:trated by Aidel Backman. 

Tova's Happy Purim in 
Yerusholayim 

SI 49 

An entertaming rol<>ring book, with 
st<>ry by Ll!ah !Jornblmc pictur!'S by 
Aidel Ba<'kman $0.89 

A Very Special Yarmulke 
The story <Jt Shimon and his very special 
yarrnu\k.-. by Leah Dolml)rr: with foll 
<:ol<>r illustrations bv H. Herhtk()pf. 

$1.9.9 

Yehudis Prepares for Shabbos 
A book that will luve. By ll 
Keren. Translated into English by 
Sl1r1ndd Weinba<"h. 1!1us!rntions A. 
Backman. SU 99 

Yosef Mokir Shabbat 
Fam()us story from the Talmud (Trac­
ta1e J !91. Fully illustrated in 
colr>r by Ra<'hel Va.Vf- written by R 
K erN1 and translated into English by lJ 
Siwrn Hebrew.r;nglish S3.95 

8·11 YEAR OLDS 

Avi Names His Price 
A "tr>llector" who must clean out his 
closet for Pesach is rewarded. A 
charming story by Shdndrl Weinbach. 
illustrated by Bracha Sorotzkin $3 95 

Challenge Your Child 
Bi-lingual Yorn Tov Puzzles to 
color. and word l(arnes for all ages. 
Punles and drawings by Bat-Shern 
Frankd Purim S0-99 

Pesach (Hebrew only) $0. 79 
Shavuos $0.R9 

Our Sages Showed the Way 
Volume l of Yocheved Sega!'s best >-ell­
ing <'hildren's book Ko .4.su Chacho­
mcmu. a treasure store of Torah wisdom 
retold just for children. Forty 
beautifully written aggadolh chaial -
stories by and about the great rnhbis 
and teachers of the Talmud. 
Translated by Esther Falk and il· 
lustrated by Naama Nothman. 

224 pages $6.95 

Tzvika's Class 
The problems and adventures of Tzvika 
and his 6th grade cheder class. By R. 
Kenn. ll!ustrated by Rachel Vaye. 
Translated into English by D Shain 

!. The Snow $0.99 
IL Traffic Accident $0.99 

!IL The Big Prize $0 .. 99 

JV. The Rosh Chodesh Party $0 99 
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Avraham Ben Avraham 
The famous hi"torica\ novel about the 
G<>r Tudek ofVi!na. Retold b:>' a master 
writer. Sehp, .'frhachnou:itz, 1t tell" the 
storv of a young Polish nobleman of the 
Catholie faith, as he endures the 
supreme tests of suffering and 
Translated b_v Y<'h<1sl1ua /,<'1man and 
illustrated by Tami Bezaleli. New, 
revisededition. 24()pal(es $5.9.') 

The Baal-Shem ofMichelstadt 
The incident-laden of Rahhi 
Se(•kel Loeb W<1rmser 0768-1846). by 
Judan<> Translated by Manfnd f' 
Kuttner $5 95 

The Family y Aguilar 
A dramatic historical nowl from thep('n 
of Hab61 Dr Marc<i.,· Dehmann. the 
noted 1\lth-centurv Orthod<>x leader. 
that paints a of .Jewry 
under the lnquis1tion. Adapted h;-· -Jm·ub 
Breuer 188 pages 8-5 95 

The Golden Shoes 
and other stories 
by (;fr.<lwn Kram/er Thirleen histor. 
ka! storifs. V.'ri1ten m the true .Jewish 
spirit a Jna>'lerful v.-eaver <Jf tales 

196 pages S':i 95 

Happy is the Heart 
A bus\· vear in the iife of a .Jewish girl: 
charm.in.gly written and illuMrated by 
Snrah Hir'lhcirh. lf16 pageo SS.95 

The Heavenly City 
hy Mrnnchem A hvely trnnsla· 
tion of Yeru.<ha(nvim .<he! Maala. the 
fascinating story of daily life in the Old 
City of .Jerusalem 21'\8 pages $6.9.5 

The Light from the \Vest 
An in&piring biographical novel hy Sdip_ 
Sthad1nuwitz. based on the life of the 
famed s£holar and leader of late-18th. 
century .Jewry. H.abbi Moses Sofer, 

(('ha.<am Sriferl Translated by J(1seph 
Ldtwirh 280 pages $.5.fl.5 

The Prisoner 
and other Tales of Faith 
26 stories - fan and fiction 

F.xpertly written bv Rabbi Soi<>mon 
Airer Halpern. noted ro--'h 
yeshiva_ Second, revised edition 

216pages $.'i.9.5 

The Ra'' 
hv ,\'. H Ehrmann: a historical nar· 

of the life and times of Rabbi 
Shneur Zalman of Liady, the founder 
of ChahadlLubavitchkhassldu1 h. 

lated and adapted hy Karin l'aritzhv 
pages $6.95 

Yoshko the Dumbbell 
A caplivatini: storybook hy the well· 
known author. and spinner of 
modern folktales. Gershon Kranzler. 
Seventeen faocinating stories of ,Jewish 
life in !hf l940's and after. 

136 pages $5.9.5 

.... "-""--- - ----
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Maaskil lishfomo 
Torah Seminars 

HORAV SHLOMO 
CARLE8ACH 

teaches hashkofo from the 
Chu mash to talmidai Beth 

Hamed rash 

A.unique approach to.the under-
standing of 

developed · during more than a 
decade as Mashgiach Ruchni of 
Mesivta Chaim Berlin/Kolle! Cur 

Aryeh. 
LIVE, UNEDITED CASSETTE LECTURES 
I 65-75 MINUTES PER SEMINAR, ON 

HIGH·QUALITY C-90 TAPES I 
ENGLISH-YIDDISH OR All ENGUSH 

$3. per tape 

Dist. by J.C.M. ·Foundation 
418 Ave. I, B'klyn, N.Y. 11230 
ORDER FROM CATALOGUE 

Over JOO tapes availab.le 

WANTED! 
The Jewish Youth Library 
is gathering back-issues of 
periodicals and binding 
them into volumes! and 
making them available to 
thousands who visit the 
library. If you have and 
back-issues of: 
Olomeinu, Jewish 
Observer, Yiddishe Licht, 
Yiddishe Vort, DI Yiddishe 
Heim, Hapardes, Hamaor, 
Light Magazine, Bals 
Yaakov Magazine, etc., 

please call or write: 
The Jewish Youth Library 

1353-51st Street 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219 

(212) 435-4711 
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''Hereby Resolved . II 
• • 

a Report and Evaluation 

The Knessia Gedolah is an institution that gave 
birth to Oaf Yomi, the network of Beth Jacob schools, 
Chinuch Atzmai/Torah Schools for Israel, and far­
reaching policies regarding partition of Palestine and, 
later, the Torah community's relationship with the secu­
lar State of Israel. With such an illustrious record of 
achievement, the question must be posed: "What was 
accomplished at this Knessia Gedolah ?" 

The resolutions drafted at the Sixth Knessia Gedo­
lah give an indication of what can be expected to result 
from this gathering. One must bear in mind, however, 
that resolutions are more announcements of intentions, 
offering a basis for action, rather than legislative ac­
complishments. Also, many of the resolutions are 
affirmations of support and encouragement to estab­
lished institutions and organizations: yeshivos, and the 
entire Chinuch Atzmai network, various Agudist pub­
lications, activities in Chizuk Hadas and Kiruv 
Rechokim , .. 

As mentioned, a draft of the Knessia Gedolah reso­
lutions fills thirty pages of Hebrew type. We are pre­
senting here the content of some of the more innovative 
ones, in keeping with their intent: helping establish a 
climate that will make the prospect of their becoming a 
reality that much more immediate. Indeed, some of 
them have already been acted upon in national Agudath 
Israel organizations, and others show promise of being 
considered. We will present some of these under the 
headings of the committees that dealt with them. 

I. Chizuk Hadas-Strengthening Religious Observance 

Looking Outward . , . 
In reaction to the growing militancy of Reform and 

Conservative elements in Israel, the Knessia Gedolah 
saw it necessary to "proclaim that there is but one 
Judaism (and) reject the claims of the Reform and Con­
servative Movements to legitimacy as spurious and 
without foundation." 

The Knessia Gedolah also turned to Gedolei 
HaTorah "to reaffirm the well-known proclamation 
issued by thirteen Roshei Yeshiva (23 years ago) that it 
is forbidden by Torah law to belong to any religious 
organization that includes Reform or Conservative 
groups in its membership," seeing such membership as 
implied recognition. 
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... and Inward 
The Knessia Gedolah turned to its own ranks urg­

ing" every shul to appoint a full-time rav, if financially 
feasible; and if not at least engage a rav for Shabbos.'' It 
strongly urged "all Jews, especially activists and lay 
leaders of Agudath Israel, to set aside time for Torah 
study," and to endeavor to link up with a chavrusa 
(partner) to study with at least once a week. 

II. Social Concerns 

Curbing Extravagant Spending 
Social concerns occupied an important place in the 

resolutions. The Knessia Gedolah urged "the Torah 
leaders in every country to introduce limitations to the 
scope of the celebration of personal simchas-especially 
weddings, and related functions, as well as in regard to 
furniture and day-to-day expenses.'' 
Sky-Rocketing Housing Costs 

It also took note of the sky-rocketing costs of hous­
ing in religious population centers such as Jerusalem 
and Bnei Brak, which make it virtually impossible for 
most young couples to secure adequate housing. (In 
Israel, apartments are generally purchased with the 
"tenants" actually part owners of condominiums.) 
Fathers are often reduced to heavy borrowing and "col­
lecting" money from abroad to enable their children to 
marry. As families grow, the problem becomes a crisis. 
The Knessia Gedolah therefore proposed "the ap­
pointment of a committee of five members (three from 
Eretz Yisroel, one from the USA, and one from Europe 
to deal with this. problem immediately ... " 
New Frontiers and Old Neighborhoods 

It also called for "effort to be made to secure an allo­
cation of land from Israeli government authorities to 
build a new kirya of 10,000 units to accommodate new 
olim. At the same time, new neighborhoods of at least 
200 units in existing population centers should be 
reserved for young families.'' 
"Out-of-Town 

The Knessia Gedolah also turned to the Moetzes 
Gedolei Ha Torah "to advise newly married couples to 
spend at least the first five years of their married life in 
smaller communities, far from the population centers." 
An eye was also cast on the possibility of establisrying 
all-new religious housing along with new institutions 
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of Torah study, and is indeed being done most success­
fully in Ashdod, Netivot and Migdal HaEmek. 

This theme was also sounded in regard to establish­
ing Kollelim in new areas in Diaspora countries,as well. 
Large Families 

Perhaps it is a sign of the times that the Knessia 
Gedolah found it necessary to call for "the numerical 
growth of the Jewish People-especially after the ter­
rible destruction of World War II, in which a million 
Jewish children were murdered"; and "urges its 
branches to embark on an educational campaign in 
regard to the urgency of the matter, and to stress the 
severity of the prohibition against abortion." 

The Knessia Gedolah calletl for renewed effort 
toward devoting ma'aser (tithing) of one's income, as 
well as a tenth of one's time, to communal and char­
itable purposes. 

In addition, "community leaders who marry off 
their children should contribute a sum equal to a tenth 
of the wedding expenses to charities." If done, and 
widely publisized, this could set an admirable example 
for many to follow. 

III. Kiruv Rechokim and the Baal Teshuva Movement 

The Knessia Gedolah took note of the growing 
number of Jews searching for Torah and therefore 
recommended that "Agudath Israel set up a special 
department under the guidance of Gedolei HaTorah to 
engage in activities aimed at bringing alienated Jews 
close to Torah and mitzvos." It also decided to embark 
on related ventures: to "publish literature that relates 
their stories of discovery of Judaism and return," as 
well as "guide books with material geared for those 
working with baalei teshuva." 
Helping Hand 

The Knessia Gedolah also took to heart the needs of 
the individual baalei teshuva, calling on families "to 
welcome, and invite baalei teshuvas as guests for Shab­
bos meals; ... and to help them find gainful employ­
ment.'' 

Aliya to Torah 
Another resolution called for endeavoring to place a 

religious Jew sensitive to "kiruv" possibilities with each 

at sessions ... 
American delegates: 
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American delegates that chaired sessions were: Rabbi 
Shmuel Arye Levin (Buenos Aires)-"Chinuch and 
Constructive Projects"; Rabbi Chaskel Besser-"Kiruv 
Rechokim"; Rabbi Chaim Nussbaum (Toronto)­
"Debates on Agudist Ideology." 

... and at committee meetings and caucuses. 
American delegates that chaired Resulutions Com­

mittees included: Rabbi Joseph Elias-"Torah Educa­
tion," Joseph Friedenson-"Journalism and Literature," 
Rabbi Yekusiel Bittersfeld-"Assimilation and Inter­
marriage," Rabbi Shlomo Freifeld-"Kiruv Rechokim 
and the Baal Teshuva Movement" 

The Jewish Observer I February, 1980 



Aliya office, to direct potential baa/ei teshuva to an 
appropriate yeshiva. 

International Torah Corps 
The Knessia Gedolah also called for the establish­

ment of an International Torah Corps to help under­
developed Jewish communities in the Americas as well 
as in Australia and South Africa. 

Shabbos 
To facilitate keeping Shabbos, the Knessia Gedolah 

urged the introduction of the five-day work week, to 
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reduce conflict between recreation plans and Sabbath 
restrictions. 

IV. Chinuch-Torah Education 

Chinuch occupies a major place in Agudath Israel's 
concerns. This is reflected in the thought-provoking 
resolutions of the committee focusing on educational 
concerns. 
New Curricula Emphasis 

Taking note of the ideological confusion, selfish­
ness, and materialism that mark our times, the Kenessia 
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Gedolah urged the Moetzes Gedolei HaTorah to put 
added emphasis on Torah hashkafa (worldview) and 
midas (character development) in yeshiva curricula. 

In line with the proposal of the Vizhnitzer Rebbe, 
the Knessia Gedolah called for regular study of the por­
tion of the classical ethical work Chovas Halevavos 
(Duties of the Heart) that deals with "Chesban Ha­
nefesh" (Personal Accounting), completing the entire 
section each month; and also, in line with Rabbi 
Schneur Kotler's suggestion, that the sefer Chafetz 
Chaim be studied regularly in yeshivas, to be completed 
every year. 

Yerushalmi 

A resolution was passed calling for regular study of 
"Yerushalmi," as proposed by the Gerrer Rebbe. 
Enhancing the Teacher's Status ... 

The Rebbe, teacher, and principal were given spe­
cial recognition as "the virtual life-force of Kial Yisroel 
in their role as educators of our next generation." It 
therefore deemed it essential that" the Moetzes Gedolei 
HaTorah as well as rabbis and Roshei Yeshiva in every 
country endeavor to enhance the prestige of the Torah 
educators in the eyes of both yeshiva students and the 
community at large ... to encourage young men who 
have the potential to enter this profession." 
... and Salary 

By the same token, the Knessia Gedolah "urged lay 
leaders in Torah education to improve the conditions of 
teachers, and to aim to upgrade salaries [which today 
are unthinkably low-below minimum living levels, in 
many cases] to a level that reflects the value of their sta­
tus, and compensates them justly for their talents, train­
ing, and efforts.'' 

Perhaps the attention focused on this topic may 
make some waves. To be sure, in most schools, Agudath 
Israel per se cannot upgrade teachers' salaries. But a 
public call for this will surely be heard outside the con­
fines of Agudath Israel. Moreover, the Knessia Gedolah 
did include many members of yeshiva directorates 
among its delegates and visitors, people who can bring 
this message home. 

V. National Security 

Pro-Peai:e, Anti-Assimilation 

After extending greetings of "Shalom" to all of 
Israel's neighbors, the Knessia Gedolah fully backed the 
peace agreement with Egypt. At the same time, it 
"expressed concern in regard to the risk of intermar­
riage that may result from the open borders policy with 
Egypt, and pleaded with all concerned to endeavor to 
control this danger to the Jewish Yishuv in Eretz 
Yisroel." 

It also took "exception to groups and movements 
that provoke hatred between brother and brother, 
between Israel and the nations." 
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Sephardi Presence at the Knessia Gedolah: 

Rabbi Yehudah Addas (Kol Yaakov, ]ertlsalem) 

VI, National Affairs 

A caJI was issued to stimulate more tourism to Israel 
and to step up aliya from the Gola. In addition, the 
Knessia Gedolah called "on all branches of Agudath 
Israel in the Gola to establish a sister-relationship with 
a branch or religious community in Eretz Yisroel." 
Sefardi-Ashkenazi Barriers 

A crucial resolution called for including Sephardim 
in every level of organizational activities. This is so 
important a matter that Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky 
deemed it worthwhile to respond in the closing session 
to a circular calling for use of lvrit instead of Yiddish as 
the language of communication in the Knessia Gedolah, 
so as not to close out Sephardi participation. The Rosh 
Yeshiva conceded that the petitioners were correct in 
their complaint, but said that his inability to communi­
cate freely in lvrit compelled him to speak in· Yiddish. 

Unfortunately, language barrier-at the Knessia and 
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Photo: Yossie Melamed, ]ertisalem 

Jerusalem Chief Rabbi Shalom Mashash 

Rishon Letzion Rabbi Ovadia Yosef 

in general-is but one factor in limiting the Sephardi 
representation in Agudath Israel affairs. Agudath Israel 
was originally a European product, without any 
Sephardi participation. To some extent, this has even 
been carried over to present-day Israel, where the major 
siyot (factions) within Agudath Israel are associated 
with geographic (i.e. Ger, Vizhnitz, "Jerusalem") or 
ideological (Bnei Brak/yeshiva) constituencies. Inci­
dentally, this situation has also served to exclude Amer­
ican and European Agudists who do not identify with 
any factions within the existing power structure; but 
they are not as large an element as the Sephardi and 
Oriental communities. Nor do they suffer as much from 
being disenfranchised. 

The mere fact that the Knessia Gedolah passed a 
resolution to bring them into the Agudath Israel main­
stream, and that this concern was seconded publicly by 
Rabbi Kamenetzky, may be heralding much needed 
progress in healing this sore spot. 

VII. Literature and Hashkafa 

The need for literature on a number of themes was 
recognized, and the Knessia Gedolah called for "the 
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publication of literature for religious youth, and to sup­
port religious writers on Jewish themes, with special 
emphasis on literature dealing with Churban Europa 
and incidents of Kiddush Hashem that occurred during 
that epoch." 

A call was also issued for publishing a quarterly (or 
semi-anually) ideological journal to bring clarity to our 
hashkafa. Also, to publish a history book on the World 
Agudah Movement. 

Vlll. Intergroup Relationship . 

Perhaps it is a reflection of the new confidence of the 
Torah community that Agudath Israel is seeking to 
establish more solid links with various Orthodox 
Jewish bodies of worldwide stature, so that a better 
understanding be created among Torah Jews of differ­
ing views. At the same time, a resolution urged the 
Torah community to assert itself in its dealings with 
international Jewish agencies, such as Joint, HIAS, 
World Jewish Congress, World Conference for Russian 
Jewry, Jewish Memorial Foundation. The Torah com­
munity has a voice of its own and intends to make its 
views known. 

The Bottom Line 
The committees' meetings, and the resolutions that 

they drafted at the Sixth Knessia Gedolah were not only 
meant to prod the conscience of the world. To be sure, 
some of the resolutions cannot be acted upon in the 
chambers of the Binyanei Hau ma, or in local branches 
of Agudath Israel, such as those dealing with upgrading 
teacher's salaries. But public opinion, so essential for 
innovative programs, become generated by public 
proclamations. 

On the other hand, many resolutions can be acted 
upon-and in fact, in some cases action has begun. In 
New York, on February 10, the first meeting of the 
American members of the international executive of the 
Agudath Israel World Organization was held. It charted 
a two-year plan of activities, with nine separate com­
mittees working on specific areas, aimed at bringing the 
resolutions to fruition. 

Rabbi Moshe Sherer, World Chairman of Agudath 
Israel, is presenting the views of the American members 
to a conference with European members of the World 
Executive, held in London during March. A similar con­
ference of the Israeli section has taken place in Jeru­
salem. 

Rabbi Yehuda Meir Abramowitz, one of Agudath 
Israel's four Knesset members, is chairman of the World 
Executive of Agudath Israel, in charge of Israeli affairs. 
The presidium of the World Agudath Israel consists of 
Rabbi Leib Gurwicz (England), Rabbi Pinchas Levin 
(Israel), and Dr. Isaac Lewin (USA). 

It is far too early 'to judge the long-range impact of 
the Sixth Knessia Gedolah, but at least our hopes can 
assume some specifics of shape and substance. !.T. 
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at the 
RYE TOWN HILTON 

699 Westchester Avenue Port Chester, New York Town of Rye 

-,~, "N~). 
CATERING 

Garden Weddings 
Bar Mi1zvah Weekends 

Magnificent Country Setting 

Call Your Hilton Reservation Service - Group Center. Ivan Brent 
(914) 939-6300 ]( Director of Catering 
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1Jrt17 3Jarnh lllrarqrr.!l' <l!nllr!ll' nf fllllnntrral 
1750 Glendale Ave, Montreal, Quebec H2V1B3 

(514) 739-3614 

Our Seminary is now accepting dormitory 
applications for the forthcoming year. 
All out-of-town students who want to study in this 
well-rounded program, please write for an inter­
view. 
Picturesque, European styled Montreal, is a 
beautiful setting for your Seminary education. 

WE GIVE COURSES IN: 

CHUMASH CHILD PSYCHOLOGY 
NEVllM METHODS OF 
DINNIM EDUCATION 
HEBREW REMEDIAL READING 
TEFILAH SPECIAL EDUCATION 
JEWISH HISTORY STUDENT TEACHING 
YAHADUS PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
EARLY CHILDHOOD (IN OUR OWN 
MUSIC. A. & C. GYM & POOL) 

OUR PROGRAM ALSO CONSISTS OF OPTIONAL 
COLLEGE LEVEL COURSES IN: 

ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION 
FRENCH CONVERSATION, LITERATURE 

AND COMPOSITION. 

Our staff members are experts 
in the field of higher education 

Rabbi M. Barkany 
Dr. H. Biberfeld 
Rabbi E. Finkelstein 
Mrs. M. Glustein 
Rabbi M. Katz 
Rabbi D. Mund 
Mrs. M. Porges 
Mrs. P. Rabinovicz 
Mrs. D. Rothschild 

Mrs. J. Russ 
Mrs. H. Schechter 
Mrs. D. Taub 
Rabbi M. Tober 
Rabbi P. Tessler 
Mrs. G. Weiss 
Mrs. Y. Wenger 
Dr. A. Worenklein 
Rabbi S. Zeffren 

Our graduates also receive a government diploma 
(Quebec equivalent of Juhior College) as our 
Teachers' College is recognized by the Depart­
ment of Education. 

RABBIS. AISENSTARK RABBI P. HIRSCHPRUNG 
Principal Chief Rabbi of Montreal 

President 
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Exclusive Caterers at the Elegant 

COTILLION TERRACE 
7307 18th Avenue, 

Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Open Chupa-Glalt Kosher 

Accommodations Up To 700 Persons 
We also cater for all your simchas· 

Bris. Kiddushes. Sheva Brochas. etc .. 
at home, synagogue. or the hall of your choice. 

CALL MR. GREENFIELD 853·0700 

'<· .. •···.· .. ··.·> ..•. ·.•.· .. ·.··.·.:·:.•.·.·.···.·.•.:Y.·:.··::·> .. ,.· ... ·<>'· .. ·.:··· .. ::· .. • 
Oe\le'IOMJMM$' ~.h$f'i>e'®rnifl9 a 
Pesath .favorite. This year irs:-eas«!r than 
ever with l<ineref's scrumptious potato latkes. 
Try some for your tam1!y. It'/! make your 
Pesach cooking a delight. 
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"If we were to take away press cards of correspon­
dents for untrue reporting, we would have the press 
corps here down to a minyan overnight."-Zev Chafets, 
director of the Israeli Government press office (quoted 
by David K. Shipler, NY Times, Feb. 25, 1980). 

The Press Conference 

A press briefing can be the passing of information 
from the source to the disseminator of news. Or it can 
be a battleground between hostile reporters and a be­
leaguered individual or institution. The press confer­
ence called in advance of the Knessia Gedolah was the 
latter, and this adversary relationship was dominant 
during most of the ten days that followed. 

Most of Israel's large dailies had sent reporters to 
the briefing. After a rather detailed introduction by an 
Agudath Israel spokesman, highlighting the historical 
background and international scope of the Knessia 
Gedolah, the discussion was opened to the floor. In the 
very first question, a reporter from the Maariv set the 
tone by saying, "Why don't you Agudah people make 
up your minds? You used to be anti-Zionist, working 
against aliyah, Then in 1948 you joined the govern­
ment. Now you're anti~ again, giving assistance to 
Russian Jews in the Disapora, depriving the State of 

RABBI LuBINSl<Y is director of Governmeryt and Public Affairs for 
Agudath Israel of America, as well as director of the organization's 
career guidance and job training agency, Project COPE. He is a fre­
quent contributor to these pages. 
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potential olim-thus working against the interests of the 
State." 

An Agudath Israel representative was quick to 
respond with a personal note: As a young man in pre­
War Poland, he had applied for a visa to Eretz Yisroel, 
but the Jewish Agency, which handled immigration in 
those days, only assigned a paltry 6% of the visas avail­
able to Agudath Israel. He was forced to change his 
papers and then wait six months more .... When he 
finally made it to Eretz Yisroel in 1938, he joined a reli­
gious kibbutz. . . . Today his children and grand­
children are in Israel, and have no intention of leaving. 
How many professed Zionists can say the same? As for 
the Russian immigrants, the Torah is precise about the 
value of saving even one Jewish life: "Our first concern 
is to get the Soviet Jews out of a land where they suffer 
oppression .. We'd like them here in Israel, but the choice 
must be theirs. We can't impose a decision on them. If 
they opt for America or Canada, we still must help 
them. They are our brothers." 

The Loaded Question 

Then came question number 2: "Why wasn't Presi­
dent Navon invited to your Knessia?" The question, of 
course, was based on a misconception. During the two 
previous Knessios Gedolos held in Israel, an official 
delegation from Agudath Israel met with the President. 
The Prime Minister was always invited, as was Mena­
chem Begin this time. On one occasion, the Prime 
Minister was Moshe Sharett, whose personal and poli-
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tical record certainly collided more with the Torah 
community than does that of Yitzchak Navon-a Sab­
bath observer with a positive relationship with Ortho­
dox Jewry. But the Agudah representative was not pre­
pared to handle this question, and he fumbled some­
thing about the necessity of standing up for the Presi­
dent, and it would be wrong to invite the President 
expecting the venerable sages and rabbis to rise in his 
presence. 

That became the story of the Knessia Gedolah, 
reappearing day after day. Thus right after the press 
conference, The Jerusalem Post headlined its story: 
"Religious anti-Zionism." It read," Agudat Yisrael has 
never renounced its self-declared anti-Zionist label." 
After defending the honor of the State and its president, 
the Post launched into a hateful tirade against govern­
ment support of Chinuch Atzmai and yeshivos, con­
cluding, 

"Our politicians have never paid attention to the 
anamoly of a committed Zionist government pro­
viding large-scale funding for Agudat Yisrael's 
educational system, whose primary purpose is the 
raising of new generations which will stand in 
opposition to the Zionist concensus-both secular 
and religious-on which this country is built. It 
would be well if on the occasion of the Agudist 
public reassertion of basic anti-Zionism, both 
coalition and ·opposition leaders reassess their atti­
tude towards that party." 

In addition, in advertising that stressed its broad 
range of coverage, the Post included a reference to its 
reporting on the Knessia: "Agudath Israel's sit-down 

. convention." 

Opening Day Headlines 

On the day after the opening session (described 
elsewhere in these pages-editor), surely one of the most 
impressive sights the Orthodox Jewish community has 
seen as of late, the press chose to focus on the minor 
scuffles that took place between the police and those 
who had hoped to enter the hall but were unable to do 
so. The Jerusalem Post headlines read: "Scuffles, 
Protests Launch Agudah' s Great Assembly." The rest 
of the press followed suit. 

Because it is a medium that regularly channels cor­
rosive influences into homes, Agudath Israel did not 
permit TV cameras in the Binyanei HaUma. The cam­
eras came anyway, and focused instead on the confu­
sion outside, when thousands attempted to enter the 
hall. 

The call of the Gerer Rebbe, Rabbi Simcha Bunim 
Alter, urging Jews to learn Talmud Yerushalmi, adding 
that this would particularly be of value to Jews in 
Diaspora, was interpreted by The Jerusalem Post (and 
others) to mean: "The Gerrer Rebbe, Rabbi Simcha 
Bunim Alter, gave a ringing opening call to Diaspora 
Jewry to immigrate to Israel." 
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When Rabbi Elazar Shach declared that Jews were a 
nation in the desert before they had a state and territor­
ies, because the Torah is the basis of our national 
identity, this was labelled anti-Israel-So there you had 
it: Round one in the press's imaginary on-going battle 
between two outstanding leaders of Agudath Israel. 

The Unread Greetings and the Un-Walk Out 

Dozens of messages of greetings were sent to the 
Knessia Gedolah; but they were only mentioned-none 
were read aloud. And the reference was greeted with 
polite applause, period. Among the unread greetings 
was a letter from the venerable member of the Moetzes 
Gedolei HaTorah of America, the Bluzhever Rebbe, as 
well as from the Bobover Rebbe, the Bostoner Rebbe 
and the Lubavitcher Rebbe. The latter was not lost on 
the press, and sure enough it served as basis for acid in 
a venomous "news-story": 

The morning after the festive opening, the local 
press presented an ugly picture: The great rabbis, 
claimed reporters, jostled each other to get more 
prestigious places on the podium. Rabbi Eliezer 
Shach, the dovish leader of the Council of Tora 
Sages, walked out when the name of the Luba­
vitcher Rebbe, who advocates holding on per­
manently to Judea and Samaria, was listed among 
those who sent greetings. Judy Siegel, THE JERU­
SALEM PosT, Jan. 14, ·'80. 

"Down With the Free Press" 

As an added note of creative interpretation, the JTA 
quoted Rabbi Pinchas Levin's ringing condemnation of 
the pervasive influence of the "freie press" (uninhibited 
or anti-religious press), and in horror protested Rabbi 
Levin's rejection of that cornerstone of democratic soci­
ety, "the free press"! 
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Binyanei HaUma: No Story Inside 

Somehow, news of the impressive turnout reached 
the Israeli public, so instead of trying to minimize the 
Agudah' s base and its drawing power, as they did prior 
to the opening, the media concentrated on inventing 
stories of friction within the Movement. (Admittedly, 
this situation was aggravated somewhat by the rumor 
mills within our own community, which were working 
overtime.) The focus shifted to an imaginary disagree­
ment between Rabbi Shach and the Gerrer Rebbe over 
settling on the West Bank. Just prior to the closing ses­
sion, for example, the Moetzes Gedolei HaTorah met. 
Afterwards, the Gerrer Rebbe and Rabbi Shach con­
tinued in private discussion for an additional half-hour, 

Photo: Rachamim Yisrae/i, Jerusalem 

after which they rode together to the Binyanei HaUma. 
Then, to demonstrate their unity, the two Torah leaders 
walked in, arm in arm. The Gerrer Rebbe had initially 
told the Ponovezher Rosh Yeshiva that he could only 
stay for a few minutes, and he urged Rabbi Shach to 
extend greetings on his behalf. When the two entered 
the hall, the overflow crowd spontaneously broke into 
enthusiastic song: "S'eu She'arim Rosheichem," For 
many of the delegates and guests that were present, this 
welcome was one of the most impressive demonstra­
tions they had ever seen. The Gerrer Rebbe offered his 
blessings though the chairman, declared that Rabbi 
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Shach will speak for him as well, and then left-at 
which point Rabbi Elazar Shach spoke. When he con­
cluded his address, he too left. (Remember: these are 
men in their 80's, and nonetheless pursue a rigorous 
schedule.) The press, however, reported: 

The entire week of the Knessia was marked by 
unending tension between Chassidim and Mis­
nagdim, the two large camps in Agudath Israel. To 
allay these tensions, the Gerrer Rebbe, "the Chas­
sid," and Rabbi Shach, "the Misnagid," entered 
the hall together, But when Rabbi Shach arose to 
speak, the Gerrer Rebbe hurried to leave the hall, 
even foregoing the opportunity to say words of 
blessing. And when it was the Vizhnitzer 
Rebbe' s turn to say a message of Chass id us, Rabbi 
Shach left the hall. 

-Yehoshua Bitzur, 
MAARIV, Jan. 14, '80 

When a reporter from the Jewish Telegraphic Agency in 
Jerusalem was asked how he could reconcile the Gerrer 
Rebbe walking arm-in-arm with Rabbi Shach with his 
later exit "in protest," he replied: "In Israel, everything 
goes." 

For Men Only? 

Fully aware of the Orthodox sensitivities in regard 
to mixed audiences, the press nonetheless chose to 
assign women to cover the Knessia Gedolah-even 
though male reporters were offered full credentials, and 
women reporters could have covered the entire session 
from closed circuit television, The result? Some vicious 
snipes by ladies of the press who stayed home. 

The invitation arrived in the newsroom addressed 
to "Mr. Judy Siegel." 

Since I am a Ms., and since admittance to the 
Binyenei Ha'ooma auditorium was closed to 
women, there would have been no way for me to 
cover the opening of the Sixth Knessiya Hagodola 
("Great Assembly") of the Agudat Yisrael World 
Movement last week. 

As a journalist, I couldn't adequately cover the 
event from a separate hall reserved for women, 
where closed-circuit television showed only the 
faces of the speakers at the dais, 

As an Orthodox Jew who came of age in 
America when the women's movement began to 
fight for equality, and who doesn't believe that 
women are any less holy than men, lam unwilling 
to go to the separate hall, .. , So I decided to stay 
away. No loss to me, l thought, No speech satu­
rated reporter goes to a conference unless he has 
to. 

Judy Siegel, 
JERUSALEM PosT, Jan, 14. 

One wonders: would Ms. Siegel had been so 
sweetly absent had the occasion been a massive Islam 
conference .... 
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Diplomatic Break-for Lunch 

A particularly spirited debate regarding settlements in 
the West Bank broke up for lunch. Not the way the 
press saw it: 

Jerusalem (JTA)--An angry dispute over what 
position Aguda-Israel members should take on 
the future of the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
caused the abrupt termination of a sesswn 
devoted to that issue at the Aguda's sixth Knessia 
Gedo/ah (world congress). 

What began as a discussion of the matter at 
this world assemblage ended in turmoil 

]TA, Jan 18, '80 

Some Serious Problems 

There is no question that the hostility demonstrated 
by the Israeli press is part of the ingrained perceptions 
that plague Israeli society, mostly because of its secular 
educational system. Yet public opinion is not, to be 
ignored if we are to have some hope for reaching out to 
the bro~d masses. The Orthodox community has little 
direct contact with their non-religious brethren, who 
get their impressions of the Torah world from the anti­
dati media. How do we reach them? 

Agudath Israel in Israel is apparmtly resigned to. the 
situation as it is, and therefore puts its maior effort into 
addressing its dedicated, but critical public thorugh its 
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own media-notably its daily newspaper Hamodia. But 
there are millions of non-Hamodia readers that must 
also be spoken to. Admittedly, one great difficulty rises 
from the fact that in Israel, many daily papers are pub­
lished by political parties. As party organs, they have 
no intention of praising competing political groups. 
Thus, Agudath Israel as a party is bound to be dis­
credited in the press of hostile factions. 

What is desperately needed, then, is improved 
communications for the sake of better understanding of 
the entire Torah community. Must this be attempted 
without the trappings of party affiliation? 

The Foreign Press 

Correspondents from foreign newspapers do not 
seem to share the anti-religious bias of the Israeli jour­
nalists. Nonetheless, they tend to reflect the topsy­
turvy perspective of Israeli journalism. First, because of 
inadequate command of Hebrew, they tend to depend 
on The Jerusalem Post for information; and second, 
journalists generally fraternize with the members of the 
press of the host .country. Thus, any distortion in the 
Israeli reportage of the Knessia Gedolah had damaging 
effects on the international press, as well. 

The New York Times of January 15 committed its 
own breach of good journalism, headlining a Page 3 
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international sect of ultra-Orthodox Jews, Agudat 
Israel ... " Actually the resolution referred to in the 
story had "expressed concern that the open borders 
with Egypt would stimulate assimilation and inter­
marriage for Israeli Jews." 

When I later met with the reporter responsible for 
the story-David Shipler-I explained that Agudath 
Israel was part of the parliamentary coalition of Mena­
chem Begin and had indeed voted for all phases of the 
peace treaty. The resolution had only" expressed con­
cern" -a phrase designed to stimulate reach-out activ­
ity. He maintained that the resolution made it seem as 
though Agudath Israel were against open borders .... 
When I asked him why he referred to Agudath Israel as 
"ultra-," a prefix that means "excessive," and by what 
criteria does he determine Agudah's "excessiveness"?­
he said that "the Gush Emunim people refuse to be 
lumped together with you. They say that they are the 
Orthodox." 

And why the word "sect"? Does Agudath Israel 
represent a splintered break-off or an exotic deviation 
from anything? He responded, "Well, now you're 
involved in semantics." 

In a similar discussion, I asked the editor of The 
Jerusalem Post: "If Agudath Israel is 'ultra,' then what 
is the Neturei Karta?" He responded, "They are simply 
beyond description." 

"Dear N.Y. Times . .. " 

A staff member of Agudath Israel of America wrote 
a letter to the editor of The NY Times correcting the 
factual error and protesting the objectionable terminol­
ogy used in its Jan. 15 news story. The practice in The 
Times is to forward all letters to the head of the de­
partment concerned with the topic of the letter. In this 
case, it was forwarded to the City Desk, probably 
because the national office of Agudath Israel of America 
is in New York City. It was lost, and another copy was 
delivered to the foreign editor, who sent it to David 
Shipler, who never responded. Sympathetic department 
heads and encouraging assistant editors suggested 
sending in another copy of the letter, and he did .... 
Obviously, no reporter of good standing is going to 
approve the publication of a letter that faults him for 
misrepresenting facts. If the facts were important 
enough to rate a headline on Page 3, then they are 
important enough to prove embarrassing to the writer 
who misconstrued them. So .much for "All the New 
That Fits .... " 

The Aftertaste 

All who had experienced the Knessia Gedolah first­
hand returned with stories of exciting moments and 
inspiring addresses. It is a pity that those who were 
dependent on the "freie press" for their information 
lost out on so much. !..T. 
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Telephone: 212/259-2626 • TTY 259-2626 
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Unique prescriptive teaching. 

"I got it!" The 
excitement that comes 

with hearing a new word 
for the first time. 

Your ongoing support of HID will 
enable us to realize the fulfillment of this 
humanitarian enterprise. You will be just­
ly rewarded for your efforts and will 
enrich your life by your compassion and 
concern for these handicapped children. 

Very sincerely, 

RABBI MOSHE EBSTEIN 
Dean 

HEBREW lNSTITUTE FOR THE DEAF AND EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN 
2025 67 STREET • BROOKLYN. N.Y. 11204 TELEPHONE (212) 259-26261 

Ye& ! I would like to join the wonderful members of Hebrew 
Institute for the Deaf who are helping the Jewish Deaf Child the 
World Over. Enclosed find my contribution of: 

D $ 10.00 Annual Membership 
OD $ 18.00 Dual Annual Membership 
D $118.00 Life Membership 
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) SERVING THE DEAF CHILD THE WORLD OVER 
' ALL CONTRIBUTIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE 

We are 2roud to announce the opening of the 
HID "5HEMAYA" Project in Israel. 
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expedited - at Airport in 4 to 5 houri 

With more than 45 years of remetery experience 
unceasingly dedicated to the highest standards 

of Chesed Shel Emes 1n all its implrcatrons 
without emphasis on the inyan of 

monetary gain. 
Rf>commended hy fv1oq Prominent 

Rabbanim and Admorim 

Pincus Mandel 
1569 47th St I Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219 

Day and Night Phone: (212) 855-5121 
All bills rPndered on actual "Costs-Plw· Bas" 

No hidden or 'pari<frd' charges 
Agudah Member - 50 yedrs 

The Jewish Observer I February, 1980 

NEW 
FELDHEIM BOOKS 

Af~\~:::::: 
lliifliil~.;iiiii=,";''~?· ;.•{I'.·c.... .·'•)c'•'··••; .••; ,•; 

. •· •Nei~eltl~~bri~;(J~~· ]~/. 
: : ' ,' :".-:<:: ~<i:<:·:. " '' :' "":·;_':' '.:")~' '<·:"'_".. '" ';< ..... "<·.:-y:/ ''.:::.·::. ...;.,.;.:· ;::~ .:\:. :.;:·;:.;:;·;.: 

We . are pfoti~;t<> anrtdti~ce the pu~~ca~<J'\ of J1l"e• i~~k1£~i 
.:S:~citilft .(i'nJje~fe~>..,:~r,.~t~h."?Y...,th·~: ·~~w.a. Qf ~~-;IVl.J~ .!:ij.~~~:::~.rt.~·' 
.. ~.:?l'fjtt.:.·~,~-:·Jlt\,b.~~~:~.~7~~Y;;-"~e:l.::~~~.~ar~~·;.LThi!~ .. e .. :·~-~~~~~>:a_r~.:~~". 
.:lfta~t~~fii.~?~s .. : ~c~: :~~~e.rirtg .. '.;~~'Ot,fret.\:tUJt:eb~ ;:t<?Pi.~ ·~.pe~~ .. ~J1i~<:·~· 
B'tteLTorah and· their fariitlies. • . . . 

~~;; ~~=~Ati~3'1.;b~·~~·. tfiarrlag~·A. v'~r~jmpoit~t;~r~ 
.. l-Yhifh >e,v:.~~ :m.artfo.tf. at\d: ab(ftt:t7to~b~, marrJ~ .. :fn:att ... '(tl1~)wo.fiiat\:/ 
should read; $5.00 

=·•11•k1~~ ;~~it11~Aguia~.J>~()l<1or~•;~;;\~;,1'iais1~~~j,! 
.. 4re.~ · ~.~t;~ :~ti. ,.n1n: a~d .. ~:l~K~" 111i;y~~.:1~.g~.:~~s:;~~iipler5- ... ~n .... ~~·~.~~~.·"t 
-..st.a.~d1rtg :Yc>~r. fhil,~,?vh~r·aP?~.o~he,! ::~htntl.d .:k.e :us·~d.i·i\;~·~.1.:11~3~.: . 
. ~µntJ ·t~tJ.:· ·the:..relaff()tl~"hip. ·~n~ee!i~·t.h~"..chHd ::a11d<hiS . .,1!ttv.~p~~1t'~~.~; _ 
and mot>. · · •S:i~O 

11•11~ im1~111~-rhe n\~.,, tll ;rtno~ 1>r•s~~ted, ~J>faln~J, ·~~·.~.hr .. 
sta~.~~~~~· :. C6t~.~!( .. stich/~ic~ .... ~s ·:P?~:,:.~p'f~11'Ji·t1'P".l~ ... :·Tjl'.fl.~.~·:1::l~·:: 
.1J_)i»'J/hrlt1", .. ;n .. l'l::i':t1t>rim.;~.; .attcl,.:tn(lte; ' · >$4 .. oo · 

~11~il~ 11j~~,~.l,~~~~~1a•:~d&~t,~~1;~µ-vlh'1?~~~;~·-
"tPaP.t .. er~·:'o~· .. n~:~.~~:i~·»~tf?, .. ~:=177,:~~.iV)lltl.:)'l~~~:n1:i.1.~l:~iu;:fi.;'~.~r.,.' .. ~·~'L:, 
.~?P~~ ~:ai~J'l :1r,i1~.:;.~.a.:.~11Cn,.·Il\~r~"" :.tt .. ~iSoJrt~J,_u~.es:e a1sc·~.~~1~n.;~f:- · 
th• Ba•IT'sh~vah Movemel\t and .howt~ l>l!ll' Baalei 1'"6~.v~h .. 

. . . . ,. $4:® 

::. ' ' ';.'. ,: .;"'..:" .. ' ." .... ::.. ".::: ..... ..;".::>·:" ::;:<) .... ·:::.: 
~~~~ll'llN!~'"J\•~'''":' '?~ f~r B'.;>~iYeshl'Val:O.~•<)ngo,o~ ~f5 
1.~~~ ... i~.P,1.c~:~,s:+~h,.~.::y~·~~iXa.,:~11~ .. ~.s~u.r~~·~~,t~~;R:ebb.1~1,~ .. ":t7!~l:;: 
·iio~.ship_j' .~~b:~·:.i:i.~11)k§:-..~.nt1~n·~"·0'~'?.l'f·0~~i.-r.~:.ry~»n.rJ~,~AeJ:.;: ~~~1!& ... ft:~ill . .''.' 
·~~~. :yes~i.va;~~r~&.,::r°-:.·;a .... :#~~(.li)l,f,·~.ti~.~~~·d,~~[S~'4 ... m,~re.;:·::~~il~ . ..:; 
: .. se~reg J<( ,t~~ ,.tt.:l~.~·:J~./ tit,~·::~~.r has. mucli >to '.tjf,f !i .. e.Yert"t~·""*~i:i~~:. 
\whQ :.ar~"l:tot.;itt .. Ye.s}\i'\la .. anymor~. : .. ·$4;®' :. 

:.:.~~~~;·~;:.~~~'~:::~~~.·~.»~~t~~~b~·::~~~.~ri:~'.to:.:~~~:~~~iti:::·:i~·::;z~~:::l~~: .. ~; 
•~:'!li'h1••.C1 · · · · · · · · · · · 

·: ·:/.; .. ·?; .... "·:·: ":":· .<·: ::.;.::;'.;: ... : .... ::: :<:'..:·: .; ' .... :'. .·:;..;.: ..... : .. :.:::.:>....- .. :::.::.:.':. >·::::":.,>·.";;·:"'::.':·:·""'"_; . .': ;~.~~ :~l,~N'. ... l,,~ittt, m~ii.~·:'.c.~.r.Mb~J~l·ft~.~~·\~1j?.1· .. ~,.~:d:~.;:~;.~;i~·;:~:·t~~:~>:. 
,,;, • ., l'~''"' ,., ·~~., ,,~ 1" fl<lll'tt 11'1:1'! l'/'l'1~ 11\"1~1':1 !0 ~,,.,~ ·~i'll.'ll!'f. 

"''"""_," ·'·" .·:·.' '!~.'.-.;,:;b'~Ii>~'Ul: 
.: "·: "" ......... > .... ·>:":·:.":" .: ... .. : .. 

·4va!lablE!.·at :Yotir·Jewish. b1:>.0k"Sto.te 

·····Philipj)F'E!X#lt~~,ltt~· ....... )... \. < 
The: f1;oy,~e: <>ft~e 1eU)i5;h13.<J.~~ .. . ,·. / 

:96• East Broadw-ayNe\:V .Xork, .. ·I'\l'·Y· il/OPOZ·· 

~rite"fOr.OUt,::rree·:~ew:.ca:ta·idg#'.Ei 
AddN,',<. Sar~~'J'ax ;wh>rnpplical>)e 

45 



~.-d".?:·c .. ~.=-~."$.;.'~ .. :;.,·~- -- ·- -~~. ~ .. -- - -""-~--·--~,..,.~~";/--~ ~ .. '-/· -~,-:~ .. 

~~~. -8~~--~ ~~~-V\l{JlpJnl 

,1ir 

:"' "ii' ij I 
I:, ::::, :!::. 'I I i/1v,,. /D' , _ ~ _::-_-;., / _,. ,._,.,.---::-;- //,.,, - ---- --- ,~....::. ;~--"-=-......: 
l ;\. ·.'l,i.' '!II 1 'C::::,' c-- l•CL"~-"./;· ;:,•. / '/?/· -- . -

!l I "!! \'I~""~= ~~_:;11"'"'- -· 1~f;,C://,,,;~·:;40//;/j,{;~.--·:::: H I :m • ---- _-:: - - - - --"'..-~-~-,-~ __ _..., __ .-<::::6/."'///-/'i"_,..,,;.J,.,..,;'/,,,---_.c=--- ~,, 

!I 11. ·::. :1:: !I 1 11~;~~=~-~~tl'~- = - ~~ - h._ 

ii 1"1' ::: ·::, 
:i I! ;n ·•n 

:11 i1
1 

:: ::, 
jjl ! iL 1• 
... ·1···'·1 -l!! 
l\ I' II 
ii, I \!, ''IJ 

1
11 Ii' 

The clouds below, covering the Mediterranean, look 
the same as the clouds covering the Alps. The seat belt 
sign blinks on, and the plane descends, burrowing 
through the cloud bank. After minutes of tunneling, the 
coastline emerges, and I recognize old Jaffa's skyline. 
The loudspeaker plays "Haveinu Shalom Aleichem." 
The melody almost seems sacred, it has become so asso­
ciated with touching ground in Eretz Yisroel; but as the 
earth reaches toward the plane, the music switches to a 
soulful piece that is vaguely familiar. 

"What is that nigun they're playing now?" 
"It's an old Frank Sinatra song-'Strangers in the 
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Night."' -Then the music changed to "Autumn 
Leaves." 

Everyone has a vision of Eretz Yisroel secreted 
away somewhere below the conscious level. You have 
to penetrate the heavy cloudbanks before getting in 
touch with it. And when you finally hit it-is it "Shalom 
Aleichem"?-kissing the pavement at Lod?-or 
"Strangers ... "?Every trip to Eretz Yisroel is a search 
for the real Eretz Yisroel, and -after the clouds dis­
perse-holding it up against the subconscious one, to 
see if one or the other is not deficient ... Illusion and 
reality, cloudiness and clarity, mix too easily. 
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I. Holy and Foreign 
You would think that some places are so permeated 

with kedusha that visiting them should be a celebration 
of fulfillment. But it is not so simple. The Ram ban had 
said it seven hundred years ago: The greater the sanc­
tity, the more profound the destruction. The streets of 
Yerushalayim are ours. The yeshivos that line the 
streets there are ours. And the multitudes of spirited 
children rushing to school early in the morning dispel 
all doubts about them not being ours. But so do the 
streets of Monsey, Williamsburg, and Boro Park seem 
to be ours. 

The Kosel is Different 

The Kosel, that's different. The Kosel, from where 
the Shechina has never departed, should be obviously, 
exclusively ours. But the Kosel is under 24-hour army 
guard. Somehow, it is not fully, securely in our control. 
... And to get there by foot, one passes through the 
multi-fragrant, exotic Arab shuk-dodging aggressive 
hawkers and hostile eyes ... a trip through the last few 
centuries of foreign occupation before one can reach it. 

Some people make a point of visiting the Kosel for 
the first time on a Friday afternoon or Shabbos, to avoid 
kri'ah-rending of their garments in mourning for the 
destruction of the Mikdash ... It was Thursday night, 
but I did not want to postpone my visit. Riding the# 1 
bus from Rechov Me' ah Shearim, I found it difficult to 
wait. Yet, I couldn't even look out the window at the 
beloved walls of the Old City, for that would require an 
additional kri'ah. So I peered out the window at the 
darkness to the right of the bus, until we arrived at our 
destina,tion. 

Looking at the city walls and the light-bathed Kosel 
in one sweep, I then ripped my jacket and recited one 
bracha for the two-fold mourning. 

It was a drizzly evening, and the plaza was empty 
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except for one lonely soldier, who leaned his head on 
his arm against the wall, not moving-he and the Wall 
as one ... a deep sense of identification that I envied. 

A friend had once told me that he finds every 
visit to the Kosel a festive reunion of sorts. Every 
visit? Welcoming Shabbos at the Kosel is festive­
picking your way through the polyglot of min­
yanim: the Yemeni chant, the Vizhnitzer lyrical 
welcome, the Karliner sustained shout, the Yeshi­
va! Ha Ko tel' s choral greeting-discovering long­
lost friends, looking for the words in the Siddur­
the gilu bi'rada (rejoice in the trembling) of a 
wedding celebration on Yorn Kippur Eve, when 
overpowering emotions tumble over each other in 
friendly combat. Then, it is festive. But not every 
visit. 

Rabbi Chaim Shmulevitz 7"1! warned against 
going to the Kosel too frequently; you know how 
familiarity breeds lack of awe. "Once a month 
should be enough," he pleaded. "So why do you 
go every week?" "I can't stay away," he con­
fessed. 

Rabbi Zvi Pesach Frank 7"1! never went to the 
Kosel. "Why not?" he was asked. "Come," he 
said, "I'll show you." He led his questioner 
through his house to a corner room. "There!" he 
said, pointing to the Kosel through a window, and 
broke into tears. "I can't bring myself any closer.'' 

No two stones are identical. And-it seems­
no two people see the Kosel in precisely the same 
way. I know full well what once stood on the 
other side-or do I? Let me at least think of 
"Ne'ilah", when the gates close on Yorn Kippur, 
and transfer my emotions from Ne'ilah to this set­
ting . , . and I begin Maariv, begrudging my in­
adequacies, yet contriving to hold on to each 
word, trying to really feel the word's message, not 
willing to let it go .... As I turn to leave, a familiar 
person stops me-an acquaintance from the 
States: "What do I do? I said 'Hamelech ha­
kadosh' by mistake." Was he genuinely over­
whelmed? or did he stumble over a contrivance 
similar to mine? 

Before my departure from Eretz Yisroel, I went to 
see the model of ancient Jerusalem on the grounds of 
the Holy Land Hotel. on the outskirts of the city. There 
I. realized that only five percent of the original Kosel 
Maaravi is visible-an area outlined in red on the model. 
The rest is buried, built over, out of sight. We don't 
even see most of the Kosel. And of the little that is in 
view, how much do we really see 1 

Beis Lechem, on the Road to Ephros 
"I saw you on the road from Beis Lechem, You must 

have been at Kever Rochel." 
"Right." 
My questioner was a respected rav from America. 
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He eyed me and then asked softly, in confessional tones, 
"Tell me, could you feel anything at all there?" 

That same afternoon I met a colleague and men­
tioned where I had been. He repeated my words in a 
hushed sigh: "Kever Rochel. You really feel the impact 
of the place there, don't you 1 There's just no other place 
like it." Then he continued reminiscing about his recent 
visit: 

I was oblivious to the traffic whizzing through 
Arab Bethlehem, as I crossed the kvish to the 
familiar domed building-like a little child run­
ning across the street, home from the school bus. 
"Mommy, are you home?" "Is that you, 
Meir'ke?" "Of course! Don't you recognize me?" 
"It just didn't sound like you." 

Hebron: Dangerous and So Close 

I was advised to stay away from Hebron. Danger­
ous, you know. But I did want to try to join the Avos in 
their eternal prayer at Me'oras Hamach'peila. Goal 
notwithstanding, the sights, sounds, and fragrances do 
not permit you to forget for even one moment that Heb­
ron is an Arab city. For good measure, look carefully at 
the doorposts of the shops, and take note of the chiseled 
grooves that had housed mezuzos until the massacre of 
fifty years ago, and you will better appreciate the men­
acing air that permeates the gray atmosphere of 
Hebron. 

Up the steep steps to the massive building that 
covers the caves where the Avos and Imahos 
slumber. Desperate for a corner where one can 
address our Creator in the language of the Patri­
archs, one finally finds a small shul nestled among 
the vaulted-ceilinged mosques that dominate the 
building . . , . And there, amidst the overwhelming 
otherness of Hebron, one's lips move in the 
rhythm of the prayers of the Avos, and one's 
heart beats with the pulse of their yearnings. 

Incomparable T sfas 
Nothing matches Tsfas, the holy city of the North, 

where the great Mekubalim and Poskim of four centu­
ries ago are resting-the Ari, the Bais Yoseif, Reb 
Shlomo Alkabetz. The hillside cemetery, sloping down 
from the Old City, is Jewish-all Jewish, and no foreign 
winds whisper among its stones. But the restored Old 
City itself is a maze of twisting, narrow alleyways, lined 
with time-polished stone houses that sport TV aerials 
and quaint shingles notifying the tourist that this artist 
or that nightclub is housed here, in the ancient town.­
The white gleaming high-rise apartment buildings at 
the foot of the hills? Ironically, they house Kiryat Meor 
Chaim-a new development (see JO April '79) where 
those who can best appreciate the legacy of ancient 
Tsfas dwell in ultra-modern appointments. Their win­
dows open directly on this rugged ancient hillside; but 
from here, on the pebble-strewn path, they seem very 
distant. 
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From the foot of the steep hill, where the Tanna, 
Rebbe Pinchas ben Yair, is buried, one faces a mountain 
wall to the west. The sun slipped out of sight, and I had 
wanted to join the minyan for Mincha in the upper Ari 
Shu!.* So up the hill I raced, and the sun came into view 
again, above the western hills. Then the path cut across 
a terrace in the cemetery and the sun sank again.­
Another set of stairs, which I took three at a time, and 
once again the red sun came into view . ... So it went 
until I staggered into the Ari Shu!, midst lengthened 
shadows on the narrow street. I wondered how it was 
when the Ari and his disciples greeted the Shabbos at 
this spot: with more grace and dignity ('"Come, let us 
greet the Sabbath bride"), to be sure; but did their 
enthusiasm match my frenzied drive? 

Don't Pick the Oranges 

Not everything is mystery, subtlety and enigma. 
There should be times when experiencing the kedusha 
of the Holy Land is as easy as picking an orange off a 
tree. 

"But I've always wanted to pick an orange off a tree 
and eat it fresh," she said. 

*There are two of them: The old, Sephardi Ari-Shul is where the Ari 
had davened during the week-so the story goes. Friday twilight, he 
would lead his disciples to a field on a higher ridge to greet the Shab­
bos. This place is marked by the so-called Ashkenazi Ari-Shul, the 
one that is used today. 
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"Look. The trees don't grow wild. They have 
owners. You need permission." 

"Even on Shmittah?" 
"Not everybody keeps Shmittah the same. Some 

rely on the 'helter' and sell the land ... " 
Driving into Kommernius, we spotted an orange 

tree heavy with fruit, next to a house to the right of the 
road. Out of the car, over to the tree-two ripe, juicy 
oranges- and back to the car. "Here, have one." 

"Hey, you can't just take an orange off the tree," 
chimed in the man at the wheel. "Citrus fruits go ac­
cording to the appearance of their blossoms. It's still the 
sixth year for fruits. They have owners." 

"But the owner's out there," I said, pointing to a 
couple standing passively near the house with the tree 
next to it, "and they didn't stop me from picking them. 
It's OK to eat the oranges.'' 

"And what about teruma, ma' aser rishon, and the 
rest? (gifts and tithes that must be separated from pro­
duce grown in Eretz Yisroel).'' The driver persisted in 
getting between me and the orange. 

"C'mon now. We didn't bring it into a house. This 
is a casual eating, like eating in the field. There is no 
obligation to take teruma or ma'aser yet." 

., A car is like a house. Once you enter the car, you 
must take ma'aser," he said with the authority of an 
Israeli driver. 

"Are you sure?" I asked. 
"Well, there are opinions on the matter. Just give 

me the orange. I'll separate what I have to. I have 
money at home for ma'aser sheini, and-" 

"What do you mean 'ma'aser sheini'! This is sixth 
year fruit. It's the year of ma'aser ani." 

"Oh, yes. Right," he conceded. "But it's a sofeik." 
"Why? Don't you have to find an ani and give it to 

him?" ... 
There are many fruit stands and green-grocers 

throughout Israel that sell produce with reliable super­
vision in regard to Shvi'is, ma'aser and the rest. Perhaps 
their merchandise is not a mere ten minutes off the tree, 
but it is succulent nonetheless, and worth the price in 
peace of mind. 

Il. What to See? 

"What should I visit?" I asked the Rosh Yeshiva. 
He quoted a letter from Reb Yisroel Salanter: 

"When in the Holy Land, visit the places of Torah and 
Chessed. Otherwise one can fall in the trap of the 
Meraglim," Moshe's ten agents who brought back a 
discouraging report from their spying mission. 

So we visited the massive Ponovezh Yeshiva, where 
the "Omein, yehei shmei rabba ... " shouted by the 
hundreds crowding the immense beis mid rash filled the 
vaulted ceilings, and echoed out to Bnei Brak spread at 
the feet of the regal palace of Torah, resounding for sure 
back to the Mediterranean, ten miles to the West .... 
We came to the Mir in Jerusalem during the morning 
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A Luxurious Hotel in the 
Heart of Boro Park 

E verv studio or suite 
has a kitchen and lots 
of modern conveniences. 

Enjoy a moderately­
priced breakfast in 
the hotel Breakfast 
Room. We're near the 
subway, shops, restau­
rants and synagogues 
and only thirty minutes 
from Manhattan. 

,9?,}t,f.ffir,J~ .fiir~fl 
1206-48th Street 

[lrooklyn, New York 11219 
(212) 871-8100 

Call or write for free brochure_ 

ISRAEL 
Burials and American Disinterments 

F1MT'i1M1V ;'11''itv 
announces that RIVERSIDE continues to be the only licensed 

luneral director 1n the U S able to effect 

Transfer to Israel within the same day 
Har Haze1tim Har Hamenuchot 

And all Cemeteries In lsraei 
RIVERSIDE also is available as the 

Sole agent for Sanhadrea Cemetery 
RIVERSIDE only can offer this service 

Enroute to Israel within the same day 
• Strict adherence to Halacha and Minhagim 

• Arrangments made dur'1ng r1fetime with no obligation 
• Chapel secured in any community 

RIVERSIDE 
Memorial Chapel, Inc. Funeral Directors 

MANHATTAN 
180 West 76th St (at Amsterdam Ave) NY. N.Y. I EN2·6600 

BROOKLYN· 310 Coney ISiand Ave (Ocean Parkway 
at Prospec! Park), Brooklyn, N Y I UL 4-2000 

BRONX: 1963 Grand Concourse {at 179th St). Bronx, N.Y I LU 3-6300 
FAA ROCKAWAY: 12-50 Cen1ral Ave., Far Rockaway, N.Y. I FA 7-7100 

And The Westchester R1Vers1de Memorial Chapel, fnc 
21 West Broad Street, Ml. Vernon. N_Y I {914) MO 4- 6800 

Chapels in Miami, Miami Beach. Hollywood. Sunrise. Florida 
Carl Grossberg I Andrew F1er I Solomon Shoulson 

For generations a symbol of Jewish Tradition 
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'.\'; n177il Halachos of Pesach 

TIQ7 (Section four) $250 

AsummAryop 
lJAlAClJos Of pesAClJ 

In English 
newly published. text 

by Rabbi Shimon Eider 
prepared for use 

'with two cassettes ... $3.00 each 

Part of Shiurim in Halacha series 
TOPTC!.Searching for and Selling. the Chomefz 
(Bedikah, Bitul, Biyur and Mechlras. Chometz.) 

Available in Hebrew bookstores or from the author: 
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We have the largest selection of name brand 
men's hats in the world at lowest factory prices 

seder, where there's a terrible scarcity of seating space­
even nooks and crannies in forgotten balconies are 
populated by chavrusos. And the air is fairly churning 
with Torah. 

The geographic map of Israel is gradually becoming 
a Torah map. In addition to the Chinuch Atzmai 
schools that dot the countryside, institutions of advance 
Torah study are also becoming a distinct presence all 
over the country .... Looking for the Ari shul in Tsfas, 
I stumbled into the Kole! Nachalat Naftoli. ... Stop­
ping to visit a patient in the hospital in Chadeira, we 
also paused at a Torah oasis, in the Itri branch there-at 
the Kole! in Zichron Yaakov, in Lower Gali!; and in 
Ofakim in the Negev .... The housing/Torah-study 
complexes growing in Netivot, in Migdal HaEmek, in 
Ashdod-each aspiring to be the "Bnei Brak" of the 
north, or the south, or the seacoast, and each showing 
promise of making it. 

Torah in Toronto or Los Angeles or even Lakewood 
is forever a paradox: even in America, Torah can flour­
ish. In Eretz Yisroel, it always seems indigenous-even 
in Haifa. 

When spotting someone with an open Mishna 
Brura, or Chumash, or Gemora on his lap on the 'T' 
train to Manhattan, it is always with a sense of irony. 
When spotting someone with a sefer open on the # 3 
bus heading toward "Brisk" -or to work-it seems as 
natural as it would in a beis midrash. 

Ill. Appreciating the Holy Land on Shabbos 
"One must always be on guard to discern between 

the sacred and profane-especially in Eretz Yisroel 
where someone digging a ditch or quarrying stone can 
lay claim to 'building the Land.' One must be astute to 
really be certain.''-So said the Rosh Yeshiva. Avoid il­
lusions and seek the obvious. How about Yerushalayim 
on Shabbos? 

Shabbos in Geula/in Golus 

Yerushalayim is the City of Peace. And Shabbos is a 
day of Peace. But this does not mean inactivity. During 
the pause between Kabbolas Shabbos and Maariv (so 
the evening prayer is redted after dark), one slips out of 
the beis mid rash to see Rechov Malchei Yisroel in Jeru­
salem's Geula section humming with young women 
promenading their children, pushing baby carriages. 
The streets are relaxed, in quiet contrast to the noisy 
bus-choked, frenetic pace of just several hours before. 

Can this total Shabbos atmosphere be duplicated 
anywhere else in this world? Sure, there are other cities 
populated exclusively by Jews where Shabbos reigns. 
But in other places it can only be a pale imitation-or a 
fragile transplant of this experience. Shabbos seems to 
have been created for Jerusalem, where it is an ongoing 
experience f-:-om time immemorial ... so it seems. 

Then enter a Jerusalem home on Shabbos, when 
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Sholom Bayis is associated with illumination. In many 
cases, the source of light is either a candelabra or a kero­
sene lamp, to avoid using electricity produced by a Jew­
ish firm on the Shabbos. A notable exception are those 
who live across Rechov Shmuel Hanavi, where electric­
ity is provided by the East Jerusalem Lighting Com­
pany-an Arab-owned firm. But the municipality 
wants to buy off Arab control of this major utility, and 
with Jewish control, the brightness that dispels gloom 
and insures Shalom Bayis in Jewish Jerusalem may 
become dimmed. 

"Shabbes" and the Barrier-1. 

From the vantage of our mirpeset (porch) overlook­
ing the hills to the north of Jerusalem, we see an Arab 
village on one slope, the tomb of Shmuel atop the next 
peak, the glistening buildings of Ramo! studding the 
adjoining hillside, then another gold-brown hill, and 
another crowned with a cavity where the foundation of 
the disputed sports stadium was dug out and left, •m­
finished. The Ramo! Road snakes around the hills, fol­
lowing the random course of the wadis, making its way 
to the foot of this northernmost ridge of Jerusalem, 
finally tracing the front of the hill graced by the build­
ings of Itri, Unsdorf, Sanz and Ezras Torah-all housing 
developments that are populated completely by Ortho­
dox Jews. Rare is a car that passes on the Ramot Road 
on the Shabbos that I'm there, and no cries of "Shab­
bes!" disturb the tranquility of the day. 

But the road itself-even untraveled-is the true 
desecration of Jerusalem, for it is a Shabbos barrier, 
holding back the spread of Shabbos observance to that 
ridge, letting it move no further. Stand on curving 
Rechov Panim Meirot/Sorotzkin, and let your eyes fol­
low the contours of the hill-new housing reaching 
downward from the Tevunah plant at the crest of the 
hill, Mattersdorf, Itri, the rest-the Bais Yaakov dormi­
tory, Kiryat Hayeled, and then Panim Meirot/ 
Sorotzkin, followed by more buildings-the homes of 
young families-some who devote their full day and 
half their night to Torah study, and the others, whose 
business activities are only secondary to the Torah 
study. Look downward. The stony s.tretches below are 
punctuated by more buildings, as yet newer apartment 
complexes rise. And then the Ramot Road imposes an 
abrupt barrier to further expansion. One can readily 
believe that Mayor Kollek said, "I don't want another 
government within a government in the northern part 
of my city." The Ramot Road is his barrier, to 
unchecked spread of the city's Shabbos to the north. 

"Shabbes" and the Barrier-2. 

Three Shabbosos in the Holy Land, and not one 
confrontation did I witness. I was happy, but somewhat 
apprehensive. Walking down Rechov Me' ah She' arim 
to daven at the Kosel early Shabbos morning, we hear 
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the still of the Jerusalem air broken by the unmistak­
able sound of wheels. Ahead, two men in the gold­
striped robes of the Yerushalmi take note of the rumble 
of the approaching vehicle. They rush to the Shabbos 
barrier that blocks the street from sidewalk to side­
walk-to man the ramparts? No. To pull them away to 
permit a Magen David Adorn ambulance to pass 
through. 

IV. Torah Through Chessed 
So travel meant discriminating, and yet not repeat­

ing the folly of the Meraglim . ... Apparently the jaun­
diced eye is endemic to the Holy Land. 

"You're here for the Anti-Zionist Congress," said 
my seat companion on the # 12 bus to Bayit Vegan. 

'Tm here for the Knessia Gedolah," I said. 
"That's exactly what I meant," he said smugly. 
''I'd rather call it a 'Torah Assembly.' But what's the 

difference if it's pro-, anti-, or non-Zionist?" I asked 
him. "We brought in several thousand visitors. We're 
pumping a million dollars into the Israeli Economy. 
Many of us have sons and daughters living here, and 
many more will. Do you prefer a stay-at-home Zionist 
in Omaha to us non- and anti-Zionists?" 
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"Why aren't your sons in the army?" 
"They aren't in the army in America either." 

----~--· 

"Is America in a state of siege?" 
"Look, we've been around for two thousand years 

while bigger and stronger nations went down the drain. 
And it wasn't because we had an army." 

"I suppose you'd like to 'stay alive' like we did in 
Germany in 19401" 

"Or die like 8 million Russians, who had a terrific 
army?" 

"Not if they were here in Israel, they wouldn't have 
died!" 

My stop came, so he had the last word. I was getting 
off to visit a "place of Torah and Chessed"-a voca­
tional school with a strong Gemora program. It is not 
one of the mainstream yeshivas, but it does succeed in 
sending 80% of its graduates to yeshivas gedolos all 
over the country, and has proved itself as an institution 
that deals successfully with hard-core non-yeshiva 
material. 

"Mind you, without the Agudath Israel-Begin 
coalition agreement, we'd still be nowhere," the dean of 
the school told me. "Before, if a tichon (high school) or 
vocational school graduate wanted to spend a year in a 
yeshiva, it would have been impossible. He would have 
had to spend two years in a yeshiva before his eight­
eenth birthday, or else he would not be eligible for draft 
deferment. But no kid would leave vocational school at 
16. He wants his diploma first. Now, when 18, he can 
go directly from our school to Netivot or Beer Yaakov 
or a hesder yeshiva, if he chooses, and not be drafted 
until he leaves. Some study, and become genuine yeshi­
va students. Others leave yeshiva at 21 or 22, but in the 
process have become much better prepared to face the 
army's relentless pressures to conform than they were 
at eighteen." 

So they reach a life of Torah through the Chessed of 
learning a trade .... Then I thought of my companion 
on the bus: "Do the regulars in the army resent the fact 
that your boys aren't drafted until later?" 

"Resent them? Just the opposite. They appreciate 
them more than anyone. We keep tabs on all our 
graduates, and-believe it or not-we've organized regu­
lar Gemora-study groups for our boys on various army 
bases. When I was visiting a particular airforce base, a 
head mechanic complained to me that one of our boys 
who worked under him stopped wearing his kipa. 'It's 
not that I'm dati,' he explained, 'but I'm afraid he'll go 
bad, like the other guys. Too many of our boys are so 
hooked on drugs or girls, I can't even trust them to 
tighten a bolt on a helicopter engine mount. It's getting 
so that I can only trust the boys with kipot. I'd hate to 
lose another good mechanic. Can't you get him back?' 
he begged." 

It seems that if not for non-Zionist mechanics, 
Zahal's helicopters would not be too secure up there 
when they patrol our borders. And with enough young 
men benefitting from institutions of Torah and 
Chessed-who knows?-we would not even require 
border surveillance. 
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Chessed Through Torah 

Who's worrying about the kids hanging out at the 
central bus station in Jerusalem? society's dropouts in 
the Bukharim Quarter? the youngsters with free time 
on their hands? the older men with no one to bother 
with them? 

Are these the concerns of professional social 
scientists?-seasoned rehabilitation workers?-or per­
haps, an opportunity to reach people through Torah, 
for "the light in it will change them for the better"? 

We had an hour and a half to sample the Torah 
classes that light up the night in Jerusalem. I hardly 
reached for the handle to close the door of Reb Moishe's 
car, but he was cutting through Rechov Jaffa traffic. Up 
Strauss, a left, a right and an abrupt halt. We raced 
through the stone streets and parted the copper-plated 
doors of a Bukharian Shul. The cushioned benches 
were all filled. Seventy men-some white bearded, some 
barely out of their teens-bent over their copies of Ein, 
Yaakov, as the lecturer explained why zugos are to be 
avoided. The class is led by a government clerk, who 
completed the entire Ein Yaakov with this group last 
Chanukah, and now had reached Pesachim on the 
second time around. 

The shamash carried in a tray of steaming glasses of 
sweetened tea-one for the lecturer, one for each of the 
visitors. Then, the Ein Yaakov's were closed, and out 
came the Kaf HaChaim-the Ben !sh Chai's halacha 
sefer. 

This was one of 250 nightly lectures taking place 
under Resh et Shiurei Torah (see JO Oct '74 for a feature 
article on Agudath Israel's Torah Lecture Network), 
which brings Torah classes to 5,000 regulars plus 5,000 
drop-in students. 

We slipped out, and continued visiting class after 
class-some equally crowded, others sparsely attended­
one led by a kollel fellow from Porat Yosef, another by 
an elderly Moroccan Chacham. Rabbi Mordechai Lud­
mir, director of ReSheT, took obvious pride in dramatic 
changes wrought on the attendees of these classes: the 
former drug addict, the nightclub operator, the Sab­
bath-violator, that had realigned their lives with Torah 
after joining up. . . . This was Chessed achieved 
through Torah. 

"You must visit our classes in Ofakim, the one near 
Tsfas .... The Chebiner Rav ?"ll!, one of the founders 
of ReSheT, used to goad me, 'Don't be content with the 
classes you've founded in Yerushalayim. People here 
can always find a class if they look hard enough. The 
further you go from Yerushalayim, the greater the 
accomplishment.'" 

We stopped in at a shul off Rechov Yisa Bracha. 
"Here's bne of the most popular children's group run 
by Degel Yerushalayim." He swung open the door-to 
reveal four boys huddled around a young man, learning 
Mishnayos. "The others aren't here tonight. A Bar 
Mitzvah in their class," the leader stammered. We 
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turned to leave, running head-long into a stampede of 
twenty-plus ten year olds, tearing down the street. 
"See? We to 1d you we'd make it back to learn," one of 
them shouted. 

Around the corner to the Bukharim Street, into a 
brightly lit beis midrash, incandescent bulbs tracing 
designs on the ceiling ... olive-skinned young men­
some in suits, others in wind-breakers and turtle­
necks-all wearing the yeshiva narrow-brimmed black 
hat, davened Maariv with fervor. One, somewhat older 
than the rest, came over to me after davening. "The 
name is Mishali," he said. "Are you here to hear Rabbi 
Elbaz, too? He'll be here in about ten minutes." 

As the shul began to fill, he told me how he had 
been the boxing champion in Israel. Ten years ago, he 
was touring the States-all the big cities-New York, 
Chicago, Hollywood-but in spite of successes, felt 
unfulfilled. In Boston, he looked up Rabbi Levi Yitz­
chok Horowitz, the Bostoner Rebbe, who told him that 
he could only satisfy that empty feeling inside if he 
studied Torah seriously, and advised him to look up 
Rabbi Elbaz. "And I've been a yeshiva bachur ever 
since," he grinned. "But that's not all. Coming here, 
that was my birth as a person. Until I began living al pi 
Torah, I was not better than an animal." 

Upon becoming introduced to Torah Judaism, the 
baal teshuva's gratitude is not limited to the "religious" 
aspect of life, but to the overall meaning with which life 
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has become imbued through the lectures and classes 
given by yeshiva bachurim, kollel fellows, teachers and 
rabbis ... the ReSheT lecturers; the recruters for baal 
teshuva yeshivas who "work" the Kosel area and the 
bus stations, finding prospects and directing them to 
suitable institutions; the Mifal Torah Vodaath group 
leaders, who introduce Mamlachti I public school chil­
dren to Torah through classes and recreational groups; 
the Russian Immigrant Rescue Fund personnel who 
have built shuls, centers, and yeshivas for Soviet olim; 
the El HaMekorot* lecturers reaching out to soldiers at 
special retreats, to thousands of high school kids in 
monthly assemblies, and to hundreds of girls that spend 
Shabbos in Bnei Brak under their auspices-all of these 
and more: moral reinforcement and spiritual rehabilita­
tion, affected through Torah . . . Chessed through 
Torah. 

* * * 
Searching for Torah and Chessed in a land destined 

to flow with the milk and honey of G-d's teachings can 
make every trip up and down the countryside another 
experience of discovery. IX 

*A Bnei Brak-centered reach-out group (under the guidance of 
Rabbi Elazar Shach, Rosh Yeshiva of Ponovezh) that operates a wide 
variety of reach-out activities and publishes a wealth of educational 
literature for their programs, 
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Sara Schenirer High School and Seminary 
addresses itself to Rabbonim, Mechanchim, 
lshei Hatzibur, and all those who live in 
continental U.S., and wish to avail 
themselves of a Bais Yaakov education with 
accompanying standards of excellence in 
Chinuch. 

Both our High School and Seminary will 
accept students from out-of-town and will 
provide residence facilities for such 
students. Very satisfactory arrangements 
are available for the parent who is earnestly 
concerned with his daughter's development I 
during the high school years and beyond. 

Interested parents or principals may call or 
write for further clarification and/or 
registration procedures. 

Administration 
Sara Schenirer High School & Seminary 
4622 14th Avenue 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219 
Tel: (212) 633-8557 
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The U.S. Postal Service will 
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Now available! 
for the first time! 
The second volume of the classic commentary written 750 
years ago by the ROKEACH, Rabbi Elazar of Worms. 
Vol. II on Shemos and Vayikra 
"Volume II of the ROKEACH'S cominentary does not need 
my endorsement any more than the bright sun needs 
testimony to its existence. Its every word is the 'word of our 
living G-d'." 

-Rabbi E/azar Shach, Ponovezher Rosh Yeshiva 
"A blessing for your home ... a hidden treasure, a great 
and marvelous light." 

-Rabbi Y. Y. Kanievsky, The Steipler Rav 

311 pages: $9.50, plus $1 for shipping. 
Copies of Commentaries on Sefer Breishis (328 pp) still 
available @ $6.75, plus $1 for shipping. 
At selected bookstores 
Also directly from the publisher: Julius Klugman, OPC 
461 Ft. Washington Ave/NYC 10033 

Please sendcopies of Breishis/copies of Shemos-Vayikra to: 
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J Name........................................................................ ·"I 

Address ................................ Zip ................................. . 

55 



Beth Jakob 
of Luzern Seminary 

which offers a high academic standard in 
a harmonious atmosphere under careful­
ly guided supervision, is now consider­
ing applicants for 1980-81. 

The principal, Rav Yisroel Ehrentreu, will 
again visit the USA for the annual fund­
raising dinner in March. Personal inter­
views will then be given. 

For further information, please contact: 
Mrs. Gitty Weinstock 

(212) 435-2067 

Registration for Seminary and High School 
now being at::cepted 

BAIS YAAKOV INSTITUTE 
<i A two year Torah Studies education In 

the finest tradition of the "Beth Jacob 
School" Movement. 

<i A one year intensive teacher's training 
program. 

.;J\ A unique opportunity for professional 
degrees. 
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<i Exceptional and experienced staff and 
faculty . 

.;J{ High School Division founded In 1968. 

SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA 
A COMMUNITY DEVOTED TO 
THE TRADITION OF TORAH 

STUDY AND LEARNING 

For more information contact: 
Rabbi Yaakov Hain Rabbi Yaakov Schneidman 
Dean Rosh Hayeshiva 
Bais Yaakov Institute Yeshivas Bais Moshe 
(717) 342-4247 (717) 346-9641 

Or write: 

BAIS YAAKOV INSTITUTE 
901 Olive Street 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 

"Mn: . . 
KC)SJ.l~l!-:POR. 
~!SA.CHO 
COOK-- \}' 
BOOK 

DIST8.IB(.JTED BY 
Pl-lltlPP fELDHEIM, INC.· 

96.EASlBROAf)W}.Y 
NEW YORK, N,Y.10002 

ADD: SALES TAXWHERE APPLICABLE 
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second looks 
at the jewish scene 

Murder in Hebron 
Via la ti on in ] erusalem 

We have long been protesting 
against the pathology law in Israel. 
As it stands, the body of a patient 
who dies in an Israeli hospital can 
be subjected to post-mortem sur­
gery without permission from next 
of kin. All that is required is an 
authorization form signed by two 
physicians and a member of the 
armed forces-just about every doc­
tor, as a member of the reserves, can 
qualify. Only protest by next of kin 
can prevent unauthorized autopsies 
from taking place, and tragically, 
even this is often ignored. 

No Western country counte­
nances this type of proprietorship 
over an individual's body. Correc­
tion of this situation was one of the 
43 points in the Begin-Agudath 
Israel coalition agreement, but a law 
to this effect has yet to be passed. 
Occasionally, a case of unauthor­
ized post-mortem tampering 
attracts attention and reminds us 
that this barbaric law is still on the 
books. An incident last month was a 
case in point, except that it was also 
marked by unusual elements of 
tragedy and irony. 

Yehoshua Sloma, a 22-year old 
yeshiva student from Kiryat Arba, 
was felled by an Arab sniper's bul­
let in Hebron. Yehoshua was air­
lifted by helicopter to Hadassah 
Hospital in Jerusalem, where he was 
pronounced dead on arrival. An 
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alert was issued to the other hospi­
tals in the region that two kidneys 
were available for someone in 
need-with two responses coming 
in. The next of kin, Yehoshua' spar­
ents, live in Denmark and apparent­
ly were not available for permission. 

The picture here became touched 
with bitter irony: a recipient of one 
of Yehoshua's kidneys was Amira 
Abkussah, a devout supporter of 
PLO terrorist activities. She does 
not keep her sympathies in the 
closet, but has been using every 
opportunity to espouse them with 
speeches, amulets, and posters on 
the hospital walls. Only a young­
ster, true. But in the tinderbox 
atmosphere of contemporary Israel, 
a sixteen year old girl calling for the 
"annihilation of the Jews of Pales­
tine" is an agent provacateur. Thus, 
the remains of a martyr, who was 
killed in hatred by an Arab bullet, 
was violated for the sake of the wel­
fare of a girl who has been preach­
ing and urging acts of the very kind 
that ended his life. 

The bitter irony of this case only 
serves to dramatize the unaccepta­
bility of the law as it stands; and the 
imperative need to change a bad 
law, and align the procedure in 
Israel with that of all democracies: 
that pathologists refrain from tam­
pering with the body of a deceased 
person when they do not have prior 
consent from next of kin. ~T. 

I-Dear Ben Torah, 
There exists in the Kole! in 

which I learn two sincere 
I yungerleit who want to 

dedicate their lives to Torah 
and Hachzakas haTorah. 
They both have large 
families b'li ein horah, and 
are moser nefesh to stay in 
learning despite the fact that 
they do not receive any 
financial help from the Kolel 
or their families. 

By giving your ma'aser and 
Ma'os Chittim to support 
these two families you will 
be fulfilling the ultimate 
tachlis of giving ma'aser. 

Please send your ma'aser 
to: 

The Jewish Observer 
Box 610 

5 Beekman Street 
NYC 10038 

Sincerely, 
Another Member of 

the Kole/ 
P.S. This ad is being paid for 
by our ma'aser. j 

CLASSIFIED 
Wanted ADMINISTRATOR for large 'I 
Orthodox Kehilla in Washington 
Heights. Responsible for supervision of 
office functions and maintenance of 
synagogue properties. Must relate well I 

, to Rabbinate, officers and members. 
Salary commensurate with experience· 
and qualifications. Applicant required 
to live in neighborhood. Send resume 
to The Jewish Observer, Box 65. 
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Bernard Fryshman 

On Singing a Different Tune 

I don't pretend to be an expert on 
music. In fact, my colleagues in 
academe generally nod approvingly 
when I characterize myself as a cul­
tural philistine. My ability to even 
discuss matters halachic is also 
limited, although less so than my 
understanding of music. However, 
as an occasional writer I do claim 
the right to ask questions, even 
though the questions touch upon 
both music and halacha. 

My first exposure to rock and roll 
came about twenty years ago, when, 
with every other relatively sedate 
individual, I became aware of a 
raucous new "beat" strongly remi­
niscent of the wild sounds of the 
jungle. Concomitant with the wild­
ness of the sound came an interest­
ing wildness in the behavior of the 
young people around us. 

Of course, one can speculate as to 
cause and effect. Did wild children 

DR. fRYSHMAN is chairman of the Committee 
on Community Services of Agudath Israel. 
He writes extensively for the JO, but not 
everything gets published. 
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select wild music or did the wild 
music induce wild behavior in 
young people? The answer for a 
long time was relatively unimpor­
tant to the Torah Community. 
Orthodox Jewish children were 
neither wild, nor were they afficio­
nadoes of wild music. In my own 
case I felt particularly secure. With 
no T.V in my home and with radio 
use carefully controlled, I was 
content that this untamed influence 
would not enter my home. 

My rude awakening first came 
when I heard a certain record being 
played in my own home; the record 
was ostensibly "glatt kosher" 
because of the Shomer Shabbos 
nature of the participants, and the 
high-minded lyrics published on 
the back. To put it mildly, the music 
was not in keeping with either the 
lyrics or the people involved in pro­
ducing the record. Without too 
many people seemingly concerned, 
still another influence of the society 
around us has begun to engulf our 
children. 

It is hard to describe how per-

vasive this problem really is. How 
many concerts and get-togethers, 
camp fires and Melava Malkas are 
based almost exclusively on the beat 
that probably emanated from wild 
rituals of other peoples? 

Can we be sure that our children 
are immune to the influence that 
many feel lingers in music? Is it 
normal for literally hundreds of 
thousands of dollars each year to be 
spent by many of our yeshiva prod­
ucts to attend concerts on Chassidic 
and other religious themes? Is it an 
appropriate activity for young girls 
to play absolutely every musical 
instrument? 

I sometimes wonder about the 
numbers of parents who look at 
photographs of those sweet little 
boys on the record albums who then 
encourage their own sons to aspire 

Cotre'~~iClrt> \ >·.·. .. •···•··· .... ··· .• · 
Th~ qateofthe passing of •Rabbi 

Aha(ort l(otler 7"~t \i\)as stated in" 
correctly.in th~ heading ov~~ ~abf,i 
Y .• ·.Perr's a~ticle pn tfte··late R()sh 
YeshivaJpe~.·.'1?)•.The.accurate··date 
is 2, Kislev snJ.: · 

Flowers. A band. The dinner. Photography. Of all the accoutrements that go 

into making your chassanah "something special", the kesubah should be 

very outstanding. A lasting testimonial to the start of your life together, it 

should be more than just a printed form. At SIM CHA STUDIOS we 

do custom kesubos - and incorporate your ideas and tastes into 

the design. Whether it's traditional, modern, classical or original, 

it's uniquely yours, and we care enough to make each one special. 

All artwork and calligraphy hand-done. Anniversary kesubos also 

done. Call or write to us and we'll send you our brochure. You'll be 

convinced. The band will be "Iebedig''. The flowers will be beautiful. 

But the kesubah will be forever. 

SlMCHA STUDIOS -SlMCHA BACK -LAKEWOOD,N.J. 
New York 

212-581-6996 
New Jersey 
201 ·363-4702 

Philadelphia 
215-878-9477 
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to their own "accomplishment." Is 
it good for our community that such 
fame should devolve on young boys 
whose attainment is not in Torah, 
but on the stage? 

No doubt there are many well­
meaning people and organizations 
involved in producing records; no 
doubt not all records are equally 
objectionable; no doubt music is a 
mileu through which non-frum 
children can be attracted. Yet the 
fact remains that through this con­
stant exposure to the new "Jewish 
sound," our children are being 
exposed to a new, uncharted course. 

I have no illusions about being 
able to stop this movement. There 
are too many people from the 
"finest" homes who think there is 
nothing wrong with this music, 
who will simply ignore any attempt 
to control it. Yet I would hope that 
there might be strong voices raised 
in the defense of those fathers who 
wish to put their foot down and 
who insist that there is something 
wrong with the Charleston or jazz 
or rock 'n roll or disco beat, even 
with lyrics like "Shema Yisroel," 
"Baruch Hagever," or "Shoshanas 
Yaakov"! L.T. 
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'Haolatn' Cheese 
a tradition ... 

KASHRUTH.VARIETY 
QUALITY AND EXPERIENCE 

-L----~ For over 25 years you've heen 
enjoying our Kosher for Passover 
cheeses produced from Cholov 
Yisroel under the supervision & 
certified kosher hy Rahhi 
Dr. J. Breuer, K'hal Adas Jeshurun, 
N. Y Haolam is world renowned 

~:fs:=:iiiii=~'.::=~~for its reliahility and Kashruth, c; •·------l fine quality & great variety. 
When shopping at your 
supermarket, make certain 
to demand Haolam brand 
cheese, the symbol of 

J trust and _quality. 

1--------.o\I I IU!SJ-WC 

THURM BROS .. WORLD CHEESE CO. INC, NEW YORK, N. Y. 

Come To 

~r£~~try 
Formerly Kosher King 
1501 Surf Ave Coney Island 
Whitehead Hall Brooklyn'College 
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Toothpaste I lipstick I Hairspray I Face 
Powder I Shabbos Soap I Instant Dish~ 
Wash I Creams I Baby Powder I Mouth­
wash I and other fine products. 

Available a1 
your neighborhood store 

or at: 
145 20th STREET 

BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
788-6838 
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CONSIDERING COMPUTER PROGRAMMINGl 
I 

Vocational Skills Division 

Cope Vocational Institute 
Licensed by the New York Stare Education Department 
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paid advertisement Meehan Hahoyroa 

The Partnership Grows 
A new chapter is being written in the 

classical partnership between the 
merchant and the scholar 

"Rejoice Zevulun in Your Expeditions, and Yissachar 
in your Tents" (Bereishis 39:14). 

"Zevulun engages in commerce, Yissachar in Torah study; 
and they are partners in each other's enterprises, both in 

this world and the next." 

One of the greatest miracles of our generation is the 
resurgence of Torah study and the concomittant emer­
gence of Torah leaders-especially in Eretz Yisroel and 
America-after the cataclysmic destruction of Churban 
Europe. We are blessed with accomplished young men 
who are distinguished talmidei chachomim, roshei 
yeshiva and rabbis. One major position, however, 
remains unfilled ... as the Talmud tells us, .. A thou­
sand enter a Beis Midrash but only one emerges capable 
of hora'a-possessing the ability to render definitive 
halachic decisions." Where are these .. one out of a 
thousand" experts in command of all the facts and 
nuances in every siman, se'if and sei'f kattan in the 
Shulchan Aruch and its Nossei Kaeilim (chapter, verse, 
and all commentaries) in all four sections of the Shul­
chan Aruch? Today's yeshivas are geared to develop 
lamdanim, bnei Torah, and yorei Shomayim, but are not 
producing the .. one." And there is no institution dedi­
cated solely to producing the .. one" -to create the cir­
cumstances and environment, provide the curriculum, 
financial security and peace of mind required to· pro­
mote the emergence of these desperately needed hala­
chic experts. 
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Upon Whom the Onus? 
The obligation to raise a generation of dayanim and 

morei hora'a is ours. From Israel's inception as a nation, 
our every move in day-to-day affairs-in business 
matters, marital problems, and kashrus-has been 
determined by our Torah mentors: .. And you shall act 
in accordance with their instructions ... " We, .who are 
so totally dependent upon morei hora'a, carry the 
responsibility of providing our people with men of such 
calibre. Excuses for having neglected the need to create 
such leaders may placate us, but they will not provide 
us with Torah authorities! 

Thirty years ago, the idea would have seemed like a 
wild dream: Launch a talent search. Comb-the yeshivos 
and kolleilim for the "one out of a thousand" that has 
the requisite ability and dedication to be a poseik. And 
then enter into a written contract to support them fully 
for ten years required to master all four sections of 
Shulchan Aruch . . . A group of bnei Zevulun, 
however, have taken the initiative. They b.egan with a 
modest group of four married scholars; and today, 
thank G-d, close to forty fellows are enrolled in the 
program. 
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Why the Change? 

One may wonder: Why, all of a sudden, do we need 
a special institute to train morei hora'a when it was 
never necessary to do so until now? 

Obviously, circumstances are not identical to those 
prior to World War II. Then, halachic authorities were 
carefully cultivated in a way no longer possible: Young 
qualified scholars served as rabbonim in small com­
munities where responsibilities and distractions were 
few, enabling them to continue to pursue their studies 
with great diligence, and develop at least ten years 
before they entered the public limelight. 

Today the responsibilities of the rav have changed 
radically. Not only is he obligated to supervise the 
community's kashrus and chinuch, he must also tend to 
hundreds of other communal obligations, denying him 
the opportunity to develop into a halachic authority. 
Something surely must be done to remedy the situation. 

Mechon Hahoyroa was formed to create the autho­
ritative scholar that until now had always been taken 
for granted. 

Four Questions 

These are several questions that "bnei Zevulun" 
pose to the Mech on Hahoyroa: 
(1) What guarantees that these "ones emerging from a 
thousand" will truly develop into morei hora'a, jus­
tifying all the time, money and effort invested into 
them? 
(2) Even if the goal is achieved, and halacha authorities 
do emerge, where will they ever find positions? Which 
community is seeking such people as their leaders? 
(3) Why must "bnei Zevulun" assume responsibility to 
establish such institutions when there are Gedolei Yis­
roel and Roshei Yeshivas who are capable of selecting 
and training tomorrow's leaders in existing institutions? 
(4) And now the ultimate question: Can one actually 
assume that Mechon Hahoyroa will achieve its goal? 

Is There a Guarantee? 

Let us deal with the questions one at a time: What 
are the guarantees? To be sure, it is impossible to 
guarantee that each Machon fellow will develop into a 
moreh hora'a. Nevertheless, the requirements for enter­
ing the program are so structured as to suggest that 
Mechon Hahoyroa represents a most secure invest­
ment. To be accepted into the Mechon, the following 
conditions must be met: (a) The applicant must already 
be prepared for hora'a, well versed in the first volume of 
Shulchan Aruch; Yorei De'ah, (b) He must be a G-d 
fearing individual with impeccable character and (c) a 
diligent student. (d) He must sign a ten-year contract to 
study in the Mechon Hahoyroa. Leaving the Mechon 
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before this designated period constitutes a breach of the 
commitment, and the fellow who does so must forfeit 
those amounts received beyond the customary fellow­
ship stipend in conventional kollels. 

Take into account that all of the candidates are 
family men over the age of twenty-five, and that they 
are prepared to commit themselves to another ten years 
of study to gain mastery over the four sections of Shul­
chan Aruch. It is surely reasonable to anticipate that 
these scholars will develop into major morei hora'a. 

Where are the Positions? 

Revolutionary changes are taking place in the Torah 
world. In the thirty-five years since the great destruc­
tion of Churban Europe, an entire generation of yeshiva 
students and scholars has arisen from the ashes of 
despair. Who, in that dark era, would have dreamed 
that we would now be blessed with our wonderful 
community of conscientious Jews? Thousands of Yis­
sachars fill the yeshivos and batei midrashim, along 
with hundreds of thousands of laymen, meticulous in 
their observance of every mitzvah, deeply concerned 
about every aspect of Jewish life-truly restoring the 
three pillars of Torah, Avodah and Gemillas Chassadim 
to their rightful positions. Now, if a few top calibre 
scholars-with all the requisite knowledge, ambitions, 
and dedication-seek to become morei hora'a, to help 
solve our need for halachic guidance, dare we deny 
them-or ourselves-this opportunity to do so? 

[It is sad to note that, in spite of heightened aware­
ness of halachic requirements in daily life, many other­
wise observant Jews abjudicate business disputes in 
secular courts, as if there were no restrictions against 
doing so; and if there were no recourse to qualified 
dayanim, expert in the relevant halachos and knowl­
edgeable in contemporary business practices. The 
Meehan Hahoyroa fellows will certainly increase the 
availability of qualified batei din for this crying need!] 

Where are the Yeshivos? 

It is not difficult to understand why the much­
needed ba'al hora'a is not emerging from our conven­
tional yeshivos. After all, the yeshivos' prime concern is 
to instruct the next generation, and as a matter of 
course, outstanding scholars of promise are taken into 
the faculties of the existing institutions or are en­
couraged to establish new schools of a similar nature. 
Thus, those who possess the gifts and aptitude to spe­
cialize in halacha need institutions of their own. 

Can the Product Be Tested? 

If one really wishes to know if Meehan Hahoyroa is 
achieving its avowed purpose, there is no need to rely 
on "safe assumptions." While the Gedolei Hadar's 
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should be enough, one can visit any one of the 
batei midrashim of the Mechon Hahoyroa-the two for 
Ashkenazim (in Monsey and in Jerusalem), and the one 
for Sephardim (in Jerusalem}, and see first hand how 
the atmosphere is alive with Torah. 

Your entrance is likely to go unnoticed, so 
engrossed are the students in their studies. You will 
notice them learning with the same burning diligence at 
8:30 in the evening as they did when them commenced 
their studies at 8:30 in the morning. And the results of 
their efforts is measured in periodically administered, 
comprehensive written and oral examinations. 

Using Business Sense 

Too often, initial enthtisiasm for an undertaking can 
cool through skepticism. This should not occur here. 
All we ask is that bnei Zevulun deploy the same 
motivation used in business endeavors to back this pro­
ject for Kial YisroeL 

It surely may be adequate for a regular wage earner 
to set aside specific amounts for charity and Torah sup­
port every month. But the case is surely different with 
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an industrialist, a large investor, or a creative entre­
preneur, who can never be satisfied with dealings of a 
limited scope, and fixed income. Why, then, should his 
tzeddakah be of different nature? ... While no one is 
faulted for not going beyond the means and skills with 
which he is endowed, everyone is expected to fully uti­
lize whatever he does possess for the betterment of Kial 
Yisroel. Here is the opportunity to support a Torah 
scholar and share in his prodigious studies, and at the 
same time plant the seeds for the future morei hora'a, 
reaping an on-going harvest of vast spiritual riches 
over the years. We propose an investment mofe profit­
able than any business venture-the Yissachar-Zevulun 
partnership. All money that you donate goes directly to 
supporting "your Yissachar" (there is a special separate 
fund to cover building and maintenance costs). 

Bnei Zevulun: Consider the dimensions of this pro­
position, The awareness that you will be enabling a 
scholar to master the four sections of Shulchan Aruch 
and develop into a moreh hora'a b'Yisroel! From a 
business point of view, there is no more profitable an 
endeavor. In return for your investment, you are receiv­
ing something so lofty that its place is virtually ?w ir.i1iJ 

~?Yr.>-in the highest reaches of achievements. 
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Quotations from Letters of 
Approbation for ,.,;rnc: i~WW' Ji"iw i~c 

Sefer "Yissachar BeOhalecha" 

"This book is a treasury of riches and lam confident that all who 
labor in Torah will derive great pleasure from these scholarly exposi­
tions and Chiddushei Torah . These young men are destined to 
illuminate Klal Yisroel with their Torah and halachic expertise." 

"How marvelous to witness the publication of this extraordinary 
halacha sefer, iohich has emerged from the Mechon Hahoyroa. 

Rabbi Yitzchok Yaakov Weiss 
Beis Din of the Eida Hachareidis, Jerusalem 

The Meehan fellows have long demonstrated their excellence. . . We 
must express our gratitude to G-d for not abandoning us and provid­
ing us with these authorities who will be capable of rendering halachic 
decisions." 

"The responsa are worthy of the royal table (the true royalty is the 
rabbinate), for all who delve into these writings will fitid immense 
satisfaction in their logical development." 

Rabbi Moshe Aryeh Freund, Rabbi Yisroel M. 
Dushinsky, Rabbi Yisroel Yaakov Fishman, 
Rabbi Binyomin Rabinowitz 
Ashkenazi Beis Din, Jerusalem 

"These lines testify to the excellence of the fellows of the Mechon 
Hahoyro'a. . and to the first fruits of their labors: the novella pub­
lished in this sefer" 

Rabbi Shmuel Wosner, Rabbi Yitzchok Braun¥ 
fe1d, Rabbi Nosson Gestetner 
Beis Din, Bnei Brak 

"I explored 'Yissachor BeOhalecha' and found such astute per­
ception and vast knowledge on a wondrous scale . ... These writings 
are surely worthy of wide distribution." 

Rabbi Yoseif Grunwald 
Puppa Rav, Brooklyn 

"The Meehan Hahoyroa has earned a glorious reputation since its 
founding ... and now its unusual achievement is evident in the sefer 
it has produced, which is replete with quotations from all over Shas 
and Poskim .... Whoever supports this institution is worthy of G-d's 
most bountiful blessings!" 

Rabbi Shimon Schwab 
Kehillas Adath Yeshurun, NYC 

Mechon Hahoyroa, POB 371, Monsey, N.Y. 10952 

Gentlemen: 
I want to participate in the support of the work of Meehan Hahoyroa. 
[ ] Enclosed please find my contribution of $ ________ _ 
I am interested in more information: 
[ ] Send me some of your literature. [ ] Call me at-----------­
[ ] I would like to join in sponsoring the publication of Yissachor BeOholecho. 

Name--------------------------------------------

City, Stat'e, Zip--------------------------------------

In Memory of the Departed Loved Ones 

Name ____________ Name of Father ___________ Yahrzeit Date: ______ _ 
Day/Mos./Year 

Name------------- Name of Father ___________ Yahrzeit Date: ______ _ 
Day/Mos./Year 

All contributions are Tax Deductible 



BNEI TORAH: 
ARE YOU LOOKING 

FOR ... 
• Devoted experienced Rabbeim 
• High School and Bais Medrash 

shiurim 
•Discussion groups in Hashkafa 
•A strong Ruach of Hasmada 
•Swimming and all major sports 
• Tasty, nutritious meals 
• Beautiful spacious grounds 
• Hotel-style accommodations 

Then why not join us at: 
CAMP TORAS CHESED 

Swan Lake, N.V. 
Under the auspices of 
Yeshiva and Mesivta 

Zichron Mei/ech 
of Eastern Parkway 

Rav Chaim Leib Epstein 
Rosh Yeshiva 

Rabbi Yosef Gewirtz, Director 

Call now: 212-338-6100 
Evenings: 212-963-4749 

Deluxe guest accommodations avail 
able 

Dear Friend, 

i1':''.::i1 t:~·~ 

EV7-1750 
i'""..,t -~e 

n:tvr"l"C~~ "'C::;t:·~-;·"'":~j; 

New 
Lower Manhattan 

Mincha 
~inyan.Guide 

• lfyoll knowofrninyanim · 

• If you ~~h Jo starta 
minyctn in your.neigh· 
bOrhood 

Write: 

MINCHA MINY!\N MAP 
Agudath Israel of America · 

5 Beekman .Slieet I NYC J.0038 
or <all• 

DR: BERNARD.l'RYSHMAN: 339·()28\l 

been discharged frorn the hospital and the 
doctor's prognosis for a corryplete recovery 
is very optimistic. 

It ls not often that we at(! given the op: 
portunit}'to perform a.Mi~zvahandseethe 
fruitof our actions in. a .brJefspan of ti.me. 

The youngest child. of one of the fore­
most s:cholars in Israel, was brought to the 
U.S.A. for open heart surgery.The <.;hi Id has 

Yourcontributionis needed.immediately·· 
so as to alleviate the enormous financial . 
burden placed on this truly great Talrt1id 
Chochom, 

Endorsed by the following Gedalim: 

RABl31YIS~OEl.SPIRA RABBI MOSHE fEINSTJCIN RABBI SH.NEUR KOtlErl 
Bl.uzaver Rebbi 

Tax .. deductib;le Contributions can be .made to: 
MEMPHIS CHA.!tlTY fUND ()t .coNC •. BN.EI .ISRAEL CHAIM. 

and mailed .to the following address: 
S~h9lar Fund c/() .· . Rabbi E. Creel'lblatt 

Cong. Bnei .•~n1el Chaim . 5556. Barfield Road 
353 West 84th St./ N.Y .. 10024 Memphis,. Tenn·. 38117 
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;,~~\MIGDAL 

towers above 
them all ••• 

Highest in quality, uurst<Jnding in flavor 
and a large selection of cheese favorites. 
Make sure that your next cheese is 
Migdal.It's n\l tall tale when they say 
that "Migdal" is the must trusted 
name in Kosher cheese. 

•SL!{·~_]) A,Mf:Rl( -.A,'.'>.;• SL!( "fl) SWISS 

•'.'Lil l:l l ,l.1l '!;·"-"-TER • C'lll 'El' ( :l )l A'r 
• RA,f'.Y 0, ll '!\A,• RARY M\ !EN STER 

• <:IH:OPAR "Tlt:K'.'> •Lt lW.-;l lPlllM CHEESE 
•!Ht 'K\ 1RY S~\l lK!Xl FIAR & SUl :ED 

•RARY FARMER'S ( "HEE:-if: •Ml !EN STER Cl-HINK 
• Mt li'/.'\REl.L.A, ( 'Hl;NK & Sl!CED 

~II 

-~ _;;!~~1-·. --~11·111"- I ib!J'l ,W::J 
Unde1 the SU1~t Rabbinical supcrv1.11on 
ofK'hal Adasjeshurun. Rabbi Or. J. Breuer. N.Y 

THURM BROS. WORLllCHEESEUl. INC. NEW YORK. N.Y 

URGENT APPEAL! 
A renowned talmid Chacham, Who all his life has been a self~supporting individ_ual, 
was -recently stricken with, a severe heart attack and was required to undergo open 
heart surgery. Since then, the doctors have forbidden him to do work, and has been 
unable to support his fa'mily for quite a while -now, 
A-ccording __ to the professional opinion of those _who, treated him, his narrow1 damp 
and almost Hninhabitable apartment, greatly contributed to his illness: 
The purchase of a suitable apartment, even with minimum accommodatioris, invol'Ses 
huge sums of money. And aside from the rehabilitation and medical expen'seS in~ 
curred, the financial Situation is so difficult, it has made it almost impossible_for_this 
family to withstand the -pressures. 
Therefore1 we turn to you,_ our -brethren, me,rdful Jews, sons Of merciful Jews, with this 
Urgent Appeal, issue_d from the depths of our hearts: 

HELP THIS NOBLE FAMILY 
and save t_hem from total collapse, G-d forbid. Jn the m'erit of Tzedaka, the assistance 
you give will protect you and all your loved onesj and you will be blessed-with -G-(Ps 
abundant blessings, and may all the wishes of your hearts be fulfilled, 

HARAV OVADIA YOSEF, Chiel Rabbi of Israel 
HARAV SHLOMO ZALMAN AUERBACH 

HARAV YOSEF SHOLOM ELIYASHUV 
Rehabilitation Committee: 

DR. ZERAH WAHRHAfTIG, K~esset Member 
HARAV MOSHE TZVI NERIAH, Klar Horoeh 

HARAV DR. AVRAHAM YESHAVAH -DOI.GIN, 17 Ramat Hagolan Street, Jerusalem1 tsrael 
HAflAV DR. SHIMSHON RAPHAEL WEISS, 13--Even Ha-Ezel Street, Jerusalem,- Israel 

Send your generous contribtitions to ''!URGENT APPEAL" 
c/o either address liSted:above;- or directly to: 

POST OFFICE BANk _ACCOUNT #4--30981~2, Jerusalem, Israel 

A TRADITION FOR 35 Years for 
PASSOVER and YEAR ROUND 

USE! 
•COFFEE 
•cocoA 
• CHOCOLATES 
•CHOCOLATE SYRUP 
*CANDIES 
'JAMS 
*HONEY 
'TEA BAGS 
•POTATO STARCH 
•CONDENSED MILK IN TUBES 

PLUS MANY OTHER PRODUCTS. 
OUT OF TOWN ORDERS INVITED 

Buy LI EBER'S Products with 
CONFIDENCE for they have been 
prepared to the Very High Stan­
dard of KASHRUTH and QUALITY 
which the Name LIEBER'S SYM-

BOLIZES. 
YOU TOO CAN BE PART OF THE 

FAMOUS LIEBER'S TRADITION. 

All our Products are manufactured 
under personal supervision of Rab­
bi Moshe Stern, Debreziner Rav. 

LIEBER CHOCOLATE & FOOD 
PRODUCTS CO. 

11231 212/834-2056 

Canadian readers are advised either 
to subscribe at the overseas rate of 
$1 additional per year, or to indi­
cate on their checks that the $9.00 
payment is to be made in U.S. 
funds .. 

r:;:- -- ----. 
I !'~RAMUS. NI IN JFRSI·\ 

SHIU RIM 

Tues. Eve: T ehillim By 

RABBIE.GLUCKSMAN 
Callo Sam Levi (201) %7-0555 

Thurs Eve: Gemora Shabbos By 

RABBI H. SCHACTER 
Callo David Lehmann (201) 261-3136 

(212)929·239,? 
T ........... tion Available from N.Y. 
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Letters to the Fditur Wonderful Summer 
Opportunity for 

Comments on "Papal Reflections" 
& "Yarchei Kallah Musings" 

To the Editor 
Rabbi Bleich's "Reflections on a 

Papal Visit" (Nov. 79) generally 
treated the subject admirably. The 
relatively more tolerant current atti­
tude of the Church vis-a-vis the 
Jews was duly notedo "It no longer 
advocated persecution of the Jews. 
Anti-Semitic slurs have been 
expurged from the liturgy. But the 
underlying attitude is hardly a 
favorable one.'' 

Underlying attitude? The 
Church's lifeblood is a rejection of 
the words of our Sages, their laws, 
authority and personal integrity. 
Take this away and the Church is 
dead. No wonder the Reform and 
Conservative movement feel at least 
some spiritual kinship with them. 

As to ourselves, there is no way 
to escape the explicit hostility in the 
Church's most basic texts to the 
Oral Law and its Eternal Carriers. 
Any expectation from the Church 
should be vastly more tempered 
than what we find even in Rabbi 
Bleich's article. This is basic to 
every well-informed, thinking and 
feeling Jew. 

As a three-time "Yarchei Kalla­
nik,'' I would like to take this op­
portunity to cheer your "Musings 
of a First-Timer.'' At the same time 
a related experience of mine should 
receive some publicity. 

The two weeks at the end of the 
secular year (1979, 1980, etc.) 
appear an ideal time to organize a 
Winier Yarchei Kallah. It is a period 
of frustrations for Jewish business­
men and professionals, as much of 
their normal daily routines grind to 
a near-halt. For a year I have tried 
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to get this started. The Lakewood 
Yarchei Kallah management has 
promised technical and moral 
advice and assistance. But a winter 
locale and local sponsorship is criti­
cal in this endeavor. 

Will you or any of your readers 
come forth with new ideas and lend 
the undersigned a helping hand in 
this project? ' 

AARON A. JACOBS 

(52 Main Street) 
Morisey, N. Y. 

Mechanchiml 
Last summer, Camp 
Agudah engaged the 
services of several ex­
pert Melamdim to teach 
campers' learning 
groups, with wonder­
f u I results. More 
openings are available 
this year. If you are in­
terested, call 964-1620 
ask for Camp office. 

~:SHELLY 
:;· LADli 
- · 1rthestra =· 438-3402 

• • •••• : . : : ·=·· •••• . . . 
: : : : . . . . .... . . . . . . 

Trust your next Catered Affair to the finest 

(!J)Glatt Kosher 
Caterer in the Metropolitan Area 

arkside 
aterers 

Serving you at 
these 
locations 

FlltEST PARK 
Jewish Cer.ter 
90-45 Myrtle Ave.,Queens 

~ ~ Jewish Center 

Rc.ckaway Beach Blvd.& 
135 St. Belle Harbor ,N. Y. 

~.id//'l'rd ~llOf' 
111 North j efferson Rd. 
Whippany, New Jersey 

ThP ~heraton Heiqhl!oi 
in nearby Hasbrouck Heights 
New Jersey at the crossroads 
of Interstate 80 & Route 17 

c,,,,, 
llol lo\\' 

Country 
( luh 

Northern 
Nassau County 

~/l(ffimal CATERERS 
2380 Hylan Blvd. 
Staten lsland,N .Y. 

~ CATERERS 
1060 Ocean Parkway Brooklyn 

ONE CONVENIENT TELEPHONE (212)·849 88l7 NUMBER FOR ALL LOCATIONS • 

j 
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Pre-Marriage Counseling 

To the Editor: 

Every kallah before her wedding 
is directed to a counselor, who, in 
addition to teaching the halachos of 
Taharas Hamishpacha (Laws of 
Family Purity), guides her in build­
ing a Jewish home-Shalom Bayis, 
the duty of a Jewish woman, her 
place in the house, how to be a true 
Eishes Chayil and build a true bayis 
ne'emon be Yisroel in every respect. 

The Jewish Observer has written 
much on the topic of Shalom Bayis 
(Jan. '79) with a sincere hope of 
solving cancerous problems. I 
would therefore like to recommend 
a most beautiful undertaking that is 
working well in Bnei Brak, in which 
I participate as a staff member. 

It is interesting to note that those 
women who took a counselor's 
training course deeply regretted not 
having heard these same words 
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The Seder wine 
needITt be sweet 

just~. 

And special means Kedem. Premium wines from the 
classic vineyards of France, Italy and the U.S. Some 
sweet, some dry, some bubbly ... all specially selected 
for the finesse and character that lingers happily on 

your palate. Kosher, of course. 

KEDEM® 
KOSHERR\SSOVERWINES 

KEDEM WINE CO., NEW YORK. N.Y. 

twenty years earlier, before their 
own weddings. They simply had 
not known how to deal with their 
husbands; the respect due them; the 
need to forgive, forget, give in; and 
so much more-they simply did not 
know the meaning of "Chachmas 
nashim bansa beysa-the wisdom of 
a woman builds her home." 

As a counselor, I see the kallah 
opening her eyes to things she never 
heard before (and the lack of which 
causes so many problems), and the 
true simcha that these kallahs are 
able to bring to their homes, to 
make it mikdash m'at (miniature 
sanctuary). 

This most definitely helps solve 
the problem because, although there 
are two halves in every marriage, it 
is the woman's role to take initia­
tives in bringing Shalom Bayis to 
the home. 

Rum BENEDIKT 

Bnei Brak, Israel 

Post Graduate Kallah Classes 

To the Editor: 
The overwhelming numbers of 

broken young frum families today 
prompts me to write you. It seems, 
in many cases, as was stated in an 
article in the JO (Jan. 79)-a lack of 
chinuch (training) is at fault. Chi­
nuch in regard to the meaning of 
being a wife-fulfilling one's hus­
band's needs ... what is demanded 
of a husband . . . and how these 
goals can be reached. Perhaps more 
emphasis could be placed on these 
points within the format of chasan 
and kallah classes. The orientation 
should go hand in hand with the 
halachos discussed. 

Perhaps a new type of Shona 
Rishona (first year of marriage) 
class could be instituted-continu­
ing this chinuch when it becomes 
lema'aseh. There-under the guid­
ance of a people with experiences in 
dealing with family situations with­
in the realm of Torah-new couples 
could get help in working things 
out before problems grow. The 
counselor recognizes when a prob-
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!em is beyond his or her ability to 
handle. The couple can be directed 
as to where to turn for help. But 
mainly these classes would be 
"booster shots" of inspiration and 
training in building a healthy, 
happy foundation for a new bayis 
be'Yisroel. 

Another new type of class might 
be one for parents of chasanim and 
kallos. Perhaps the rav of the shul­
someone respected by the macha­
tonim- can instruct and advise the 
parents on the importance of "non­
mishing." As I've heard from one 
experienced in these topics, this 
might be the most beneficial of all. 

As tragedies increase, the need 
seems greater and greater for more 
to be done by the Kial to safeguard 
the shalom bayis of our families. 

NAME WITHELD BY REQUEST 

Monsey, NY 

Comparison of 
Translations of Rambam 

To the Editor: 
Thank you for reviewing my 

translation of the Rambam's Intro­
duction to his Mishna Commentary 
(Maimonides' Introduction to the 
Talmud, Judaica Press). If I may, I 
would just like to add a few more 
comments. 

Since the reviewer intended to 
contrast this edition with Dr. Ros­
ner's translation of the same work 
(Commentary on the Mishna­
lntroduction, Feldheim), I was an­
ticipating some treatment of the 
actual translations of the text itself 
(rather than a contrast of the intro­
ductory material and footnotes 
alone). As it turns out, both Dr. 
Rosner and myself described our 
different approaches in our pref­
aces: Dr. Rosner's is a slightly more 
literal one than mine, which is more 
of a conceptual one-attempting to 
translate the thought into fluent 
English, even adding or rearranging 
words where necessary for clarity. 
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Special flavor and special care produced this 
new Migdal Passover Margarine. You've never tasted 

Margarine like this before. 
Migdal Passover Margarine is a happy blend of 

Kashruth and Quality and is ideal for cooking or baking 
and delicious on matzoh. 

Look for it wherever Kosher foods are sold. 

I tm'J-.W::I 
Produced under the strictest Rabbinical supervision of 

K'hal Adath Jeshurun (Rabbi Dr. Joseph Breuer), N.Y., N.Y. 

THURM BROS., WORLD CHEESE CO., INC., NEW YORK, N.Y. 10013 

Presumably, the preference for 
either philosophy of translating will 
depend upon the individual reader; 
and so I'm sure he would want to 
know this information. By the way, 
other Jewish classics were also 
translated in the past-from Arabic 
to Hebrew-through different 
approaches by contemporaneous 
writers.) E.g. Moreh Nevuchim by 
Al Harizi and Ibn Tibbon, and 
Chovas Halevavos by the latter and 
Yosef Kimchi. 

As to accuracy of translation, I 
have found some mistakes and 
unclarities in both editions since 
publication. I will gladly send a 
sheet of major corrections and clari­
fications to anyone who will write 
me at the address below. I sincerely 
hope that purchasers of these works 
will allow me to rectify the errors 
for them. Hopefully, future editions 

of my work will carry these correc­
tions. 

Zv1 LAMPEL 

Mt. Dale, NY 

TV as Child Robber 

To the Editor: 
I was pleased to read the article 

based on Rabbi Yaakov Kamenet­
zky's convention address in your 
recent issue, but was disappointed 
that you chose to omit Reb 
Yaakov' s prefatory remarks. 

Others had mentioned that keep­
ing a television set in one's home is 
akin to violating the prohibition 
against "keeping an abomination in 
your home" since it projects sCenes 
of avoda zora, immorality and 
bloodshed. Rabbi Kamenetzky con-
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Lecturing and Exemplifying 

To the Editor: 
curred, but added that its worst 
crime is that "it robs the child­
viewer of his sense of wonderment 
through constant portrayal of fan­
tasy. This sense of wonderment is 
the key to learning. That is its worst 
offense!" 

Meir Wikler's point (JO Nov. 
'79) that the responsibility for 
teaching midas (good character) 
must be shared by both family and 
yeshiva is well well taken, but I 
would extend it a step further. 
Workshops and discussion groups 
are all very important, but in_ the 
final analysis, the real teaching of 
midas is by example. Setting a good 
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MOSHE GOLDBERGER 

Staten Island, NY 

"THE FINEST IN CHILDRENS WEAR & BABY GIFTS 
AT LOWEST DISCOUNT PRICES" 

WE'RE 
REALLY NOT 
ADVERTISING 

ANY MORE ••• 

•.• we don't 
have to! 
All our 
"LITTLE PRINCESSES" 
and their mothers, 
grandmothers and 
friends are 
enthusiastically 

-.i111111 .. ••••lllllliiii19~'11' spreading the good 
I II word about us-AND 

THAT SAYS A LOT MORE THAN ANY ADVERTISEMENT! 

GRAND OPENING-
NEW LAYETTE DEPARTMENT 

One of the largest selections anywhere of 
everything for the newborn-coordinated bed­
ding with up to sixteen matching accessories­
quilts, bumpers, canopies, dust ruffles, wall 
hangings-even lamps and curtains to match! In 
gingham (7 colors) plaids, prints, appliques • 
Cpmplete .line of Carter's and finest name brands 
* Truly lowest discount prices * And special gift 
too-one you'll be excited with! 

Little Princess 
Comp/el<' roordin;i.1f'd l.iyf'tlf'S 

Bov, Infant.,~ l oddlpr 4 
(;rr/,· !nfanh-~lFl' 14 

825 Kings Highway 
I< '}rnrr f J<I 91h ~!r!'f'1J 

336-6469 o;wn '>undd~'> 
Hours: ~unrl~> rhru lhu" ·- 1(1 ,\M·fi PM 

fnd~,~10 AM·l P'V\ 

Princess II 
I"'' .ihn•H ''"''vrhmi.: rur 11,,, 

/"'''"'"''hi«'''""~ l1mi<>1-··l'1•·••'<'" 
"' ,, ,,.,,,,,..!<' ''""' "' 11i, . ., """ 

1840 East 7th Street 
(just oil Kings Highway) 

Hours: ~und,l\--11) AM-h PM 
fr•dJ\-1!. 10rr.,,1 .13GP!v! 

'V\ond,l\ lhrt• lhu<,dJ>- l llJ PM 7 lO PM 

J7h-l4l1 

MRS. YOCHEVED JOSEF 

example is worth a hundred Mussar 
Shmuessen (lectures on ethical con­
duct). Children hear what you tell 
them, but what they really care 
about is what you do. No amount of 
Mussar will make a child value 
something if he sees that thrn!e who 
tell him to do not value it them­
selves. If we don't do it, why should 
they? 

And children are very percep­
tive. A parent may fool his friends 
about how much he values Ahavas 
Yisrael, mitzvos bein adam leCha­
veiro (human relationships), or 
Torah education, but he won't fool 
his child. A child sees through all 
the token kindness and show of 
concern. If beneath it all is conceit 
and selfishness, then those are the 
midas that he will learn. But when a 
parent is genuinely concerned about 
Torah and midas, then it is not hard 
to instill those values in his 
children. 

Indeed, both parents and teachers 
are responsible for teaching good 
midas, but to do so they must first 
be living examples of those midas 
themselves. Today's Orthodox chil­
dren are in no way deficient in 
Shmiras Shabbos and Kashrus, 
because they see how much those 
things are valued by society. But 
when it comes to mitzvos bein adam 
lechaveiro, which are regularly 
ignored by so many otherwise 
Orthodox people, they naturally 
feel they are not as important. 
When we see a child has acquired a 
bad midah, we should say to our­
selves, "What have I done that 
would give him the impression that 
such conduct is acceptable?" Once 
we have done this, we are on firm 
ground to start teaching our chil­
dren midas. 

(RABBI) NATHAN BusHWICK 

Scranton, Pa. 

FV 7.1750 
i'"""";t -~!: 

~t:tt.'~, .. =I~~ "e:::t:•~-:-... ~~i· 
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Agudath Israel: "Court Decision On Mandated Services Victory For Yeshivos" 
N.Y. Yeshivas to Receive $800,000 Anually 

Last Wednesday's {Feb. 20th) U.S. 
Supreme Court 5-4 decision upholding New 
York's Mandated Services Law of 1974 was 
hailed as a "major victory for yeshivas" by 
Professor Aaron Twerski, chairman of the 
Commission on Legislation and Civic Action 
of Agudath Israel of America. Under Man­
dated Services, New York yeshivas receive 
about $800,000 for such state required activi­
ties as attendance, record keeping and test­
ing. 

Rabbi Moshe Sherer, president of Agu­
dath Israel of America, who Was one of the 
original architects of the New York law, 
expressed the hope that the decision "will 
serve notice on those who blindly oppose any 

form of government assistance to non-public 
schools." Rabbi Sherer added: '"This is a vic­
tory for the millions of American children 
whose parents opt for their right to select a 
school of their choice. Now, hopefully, other 
states will follow New York in passing legis­
lation to reimburse their local non-public 
schools for their mandated service expenses. 
Also, the American Jewish Congress and 
other allies should see this court decision as a 
harbinger of a new mood in the Supreme 
Court and the nation to rectify the injustice 
from which non-public schools have suf­
fered for years, and will cease their obstinate 
and costly fight against the interests of 
yeshivas and Jewish survival." 

UNITED MIZRAHI BANK LTD. 
..... 
" -

IS THE ..... ··· 
INNOVATIVE)BANK 
IN ISRAEl.. 
IN NEW YORK/IT'S 
UMB BANK AND TRUST · 
COMPANY. 
UMB BANK AND TRUST 
COMPANY th<' New York c,uhc,idian.' of 
Un11cd /\·111rilhi Rank I -1d. nffcrc, il full range 
of l111anciill sn~·1cec, gcilrcd 10 vour hu<,incc,c, 
and D<'rsonal n{'{'dc, a1 home or am,whcrc in 1h0 W(Jrid 

B11ck<'d hi,.: rnor{' 1hiln half a century of intcrnalional hanking 
<'\fJCrtl'ncc. UMBBANK AND TRUST COMPANY orcnc, 
marn.: avenues for vour for('1g11 cndcavurs. From l<'\\t'r~ of 
rrcdit to foreign colleclions. UMB v..ill work hard for ~nu. 
Domcstica!ly: our highly' trained commercial hankPrs \\'ill 
["JHwtdc you with derendohl{' S('rvicc. We offer mani.; c,ervir('<:, 
a'1d sa1:ingc, r<>r!lfira!C<.. 1nrluding· 

• SHALOM CERTIFICATES 
Ttw perfect gift for ev{'rv joi;ous occa~ion 

• UMB KING SOLOMON SPECIAL 
SAVINGS CERTIFICATES 
Six monlh sa1.,ings cPrflfica1e<. 

• KING DAVID SAVINGS 
CERTIFICATES 
Long !{'rm savings C('rtificates 

• THE NEW LIMB KING DAVID 
SUPER·8 CERTIFICATES 
Eigh1 yeilr. high yield sav·1ngs cer\if'icates. 

• UMB ISRAEL TRAVEL CARD 
lnno1Ja!ive banking and financ·1al expertise make 
UMB BANK AND TRUST COMPANY the 
bank for all your needs 

(@ UMB 
BANK MEMBER FDIC 
and Trust Company 

630 FIFTH AVENUE• NEW YORK, N.Y. 10020 
(212) 541-8070 
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CLOSED ON ALL 
JEWISH HOLIDAYS 

A subo;idia•y of 
UNITED MIZRAHI BANK LTD. 
HEAD Office 
48 Lrlier1blum SI 
T<?i A~•v · Israel 
Tel: 03-6272\ l 

Rabbi Menachem Lubinsky, Director of 
Government and Public Affairs of Agudath 
Israel of America, took note of some of the 
remarks in Associate Justice Byron R. 
White's majority opinion. Justice White at 
the end of his opinion acknowledged that the 
nation was divided on the overall subject of 
government aid to non-governmental 
schools. Rabbi Lubinsky: added: "It is no 
longer taken for granted that everyone 
opposes such assistance. We are moving 
closer to the day when the Supreme Court 
will reflect the true mood of our nation that 
the non-public schools are a vital ingredient 
to our society and should be officially aided 
by government." 

~ 
~)i'/ 
..... 
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Chevra Kadisha 
Har HamPnuchnt • fiar Hazeisim 

F_retz Hacho1m 

And All Cemetenes In Israel 

maal1n Bako~Esh 
SOCl€tY 

26 CANAL ST. 
NEW YORK CITY 10002 

D•v & N.1, Pt.orit 

233-7878 

KARI<~ lN !SRA Et 
Take •adv.antage'of.the •• oppor.tunity• 
to purcha~e ten1etery plo!s. In. 
Eretz ·.Yisfoel in .. MifgashiShirnsho~·· 
""·'· .... y erushafayim .. wrough. <>ur: 
newly. established . > • • 
·.· .. ·Cl'IEVRAH OSE.H\CH~SEt>. 
·.. OF .. A~UCA:i'H lSRAEt. . 
· Membership i'1 !lie Ch.ey.ra en• 
title; one Jo .. all b~n.,fos . which 
acc()mpa:ny. the ·~~ice~ of. a 
Chevra: •••Kadish•< ~~d• i~t•rrn•n.t • 
Wb~•·.··you ·Pu~~h~••·•~·•·Pl<>t fr.~rn 
the<Ch••(~ ()~~~ .Glies~4. of .~guc. 
~~th Israel, y"·~. ~·e sor>p.o~ring th~ 
many f-gudist <a~tiyiti~s e~pei;ially 
t~e·. Pir!:hei and ~11os achvi\i~s as 
well as i' Ftee t.~a.n • f1Jnd. in Jsra~1 ·•· 
fo,~--- -a_;; :-~-f1pll~~H~ll> --•l'.l-i:l,.-,ij'.if<irrn~fio)'1 :_iG•U: 
. · ...•.... ··. . .. (212 l)f6~· )62(> . . .. . 
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World Agudath Israel Executive to Follow Through on Knessia Gedolah 

The recently elected members of the inter­
national executive of Agudath Israel World 
Organization met in February and will meet 
again in March to map out plans on the fol­
lowing through on the decisions and spirit of 
the Sixth Knessia Gedolah in Jerusalem. The 
meetings presided over by the new world 
chairman, Rabbi Moshe Sherer, are charting 

a 2-year plan to implement key resolutions 
of the Knessia Gedolah. 

The American members and alternates 
elected to the world executive of Agudath 
Israel at the Knessia Gedolah are: Eli Abram­
czyk, Mendel Berg, Rabbi Chaskel Besser, 
Dr. Henry Biberfeld (Canada), Rabbi Shmuel 
Bloom, Dr. Ernst Bodenheimer, Rabbi 
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NEW CLASSES BEGIN 
APRIL 1980 

Legal Secretary, 28 Weeks 

Executive Secretary, 24 Weeks 

ABC Shorthand/Secretary, 16 Weeks 

Secretary/Gal Friday, 24 Weeks 

Bookkeeper/Secretary, 16 Weeks 

Your Choice of 
MORNING-AFTERNOON­

ALL DAY CLASSES 
Business Skills Division 

of 

Placement assistance available 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
AND ENROLLMENT PROCEDURES 
CALL C. V.I. 587-9257 

5 Beekman St .. Suite 513, N. Y .. N. Y. 10038 

Registered by the New York State Education Department. 

Boruch Borchardt, Moshe Brachfeld (Mex­
ico), Rabbi Henach Cohen, Rabbi Leib 
Cywiak, Mr. Reuven Dessler, Rabbi Simcha 
Bunim Ehrenfeld, Rabbi Simcha Elberg, 
Rabbi Joseph Elias, Rabbi Reuven Feinstein, 
Rabbi Elya Fisher, Benjamin Fishoff, Eugene 
Fixler, Rabbi Joseph Frankel, Joseph Fried­
enson, William K. Friedman, Louis Glueck, 
Rabbi Yaakov Goldstein, Rabbi Yeruchem 
Gorelick, Rabbi Sidney Greenwald, Rabbi 
Shlomo Grunbaum, Avrohom Halpern, 
Chaim Hertz, Rabbi Moshe Horowitz, Rabbi 
Levi I. Horowitz, Rabbi Chaim Dov Keller, 
Rabbi Klein, Julius Klugmann, Dr. Y. 
Kugielsky (Argentina), Herman Landau 
(Canada), Mr. Lebglit (Argentina), Rabbi 
Samuel Arye Levin (Argentina), Rabbi 
Piekarski, Rabbi Shlomo Rottenberg, Her­
shel Rubinstein (Canada), Rabbi Nasson 
Scherman, Zev Schlesinger, Irving Schon­
brun, P.D. Schonfeld, Rabbi Getzel Segal, 
Aaron Seif, Menachem Shayovich, Rabbi 
Fishel Sochaczewski, Nochum Stein, Rabbi 
Pinchas M. Teitz, David Turkel, Rabbi Valt 
(Brazil), ahd Rabbi Nissan Wolpin. 

Dr. Isaac Lewin was elected a member of 
the movement's world presidium. The rep­
resentatives from Australia and South Africa 
are invited to the meetings in New York. The 
Israeli world executive members met in Jeru­
salem in February, and the European mem­
bers held its first meeting in London in 
March. 

_The American new office of the Agudath 
Israel World Organization will be located in a 
suite of offices which will be opened later at 5 
Beekman Street, New York City. 

One of 
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260 Bnos Agudath Israel Leaders Launch 
Russian Tutoring Program 

A volunteer tutoring program to help Rus­
sian immigrant children was launched in 
January at the 14th national convention of 
Bnos Agudath Israel of America, which 
marked 50 years of service on the American 
scene. The tutoring program will concentrate 
on three basic conc_erns: learning to speak 
English, general help in school work, and 
being a friend or "big sister" to a Russian 
child, which is so important in bringing them 
closer to Yiddishkeit. 

The theme of the convention, "Reaching 
Out to New Jewish Immigrants," was under­
scored by the participation of a group of 
Russian Jewish immigrar\ts who are part of a 
new leadership training program under 
instructor Rivkah Wolfson of Agudath 
Israel's Project RISE {Russian Immigrant 
Services and Education). These teenagers will 
be a source of Boos leaders for groups of 
Russian-speaking children. 

Participants expressed the feeling that the 
convention was a refreshing change from the 
standard mid-winter vacation fare. The 260 
high school and post-high school students 
who took part in the convention are leaders 
of local chapters of Bnos Agudath Israel in 
the United States and Canada. During the 
three-day convention, they explored ways 
for youth to meet challenges facing them in 
the American Jewish community today. 

Brooklyn, expandJd the theme to include 
those "in our backyard" who have not 
enjoyed the benefit of a yeshiva education. 
Rabbi Joseph Elias, dean of Rika Breuer 
Seminary for Women, urged the participants 
to intensify their own dedication to Torah 
and mitzvos as a prerequisite to helping 
others. Workshops were conducted by Mrs. 
Aliza Grund, Mrs. Sheina Dena Rupp, and 
Mrs. Pessie Schwartz. 

"A primary objective of Bnos Agudath 
Israel," stressed Rabbi Joshua Silbermintz, 
national director of Pirchei Agudath Israel of 
America, "must be to emphasize those areas 
of Jewish responsibility not fully covered in 
school-such as visiting nursing homes on 
Shabbos and during free time". Greetings 
were extended by Rabbi Boruch Borchadt, 
executive director of Agudath Israel of 
America, on behalf of the parent organiza­
tion. 

50 years of Bnos were marked by Mrs. 
Benisch, a student of Sara Schenirer and an 
active member of Bnos in Europe. 

"Hashem's Heroes-Those who observe 
Shmitta Laws in Israel" -was led by Rabbi 
Shmuel Y. Herman, Dean of Medrasha Ohr 
Yerushalayim in Bayit V'gan-Jerusalem. 

Traditional 
Premium 

Quality 
Kosher 

for Over 3 
Generations 

Accepted and Preferred 
worldwide without 

reservation 
The Most Trusted 

Naine in Kosher 
Poultry and Foods 

Furnished Apartment for Rent 
Jerusalem, Israel, Ramat Eshkol 
Section. 5 Rooms fully furnished 

The spiritual and social integration of Rus­
sian-speaking girls and their families was 
discussed by Mr. and Mrs. Yitzchok Biegel­
eisen, both active in Jewish communal 
affairs, and Rabbi Chaim Kahn, director of 
continuing education of Torah Umesorah. 
Rabbi Avner German, rabbi of Starrett City, 

The convention culminated with the mov­
ing advice to prepare for the coming of 
Moshiach from Rabbi Avrohom Blumen­
krantz, noted educator and rabbi of Congre­
gation Ateres Yisroel of Far Rockaway, New 
York. Inspiration and advice were carried 
home by all to bring to their local branches. 
Enthusiastic thanks were expressed to the 
presidium of Bnos Agudath Israel for their 
efficient organizing of the convention. 

for rent, telephone, central heating, 
air conditioning, available immediatly 
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Agudath Israel-Maimonides Hospital in "Bris Milah" Accord for Russians 
Project Rise Emerges as a Full Service Agency 

An unusual agreement which will help 
speed circumcision, bris milah, for hundreds 
of newly arrived Russian Jews, was recently 
concluded between Project RISE (Russian 
Immigrant Services and Education) of Agu­
dath Israel of America and the Maimonides 
Medical Center in Brooklyn's Baro Park sec­
tion. The joint venture became necessary 
when a growing number of the immigrants, 
who were unable to be circumcized in the 
Soviet Union, sought to have the bris per­
formed here. 

The procedures worked out between 
Rabbi Chaim Twerski of the hospital and 
Rabbi Ephraim Oratz, director of Project 
RISE, involves a full medical team and 
dozens of volunteers. The circumcisions are 
held in the hospital operating room by staff 
mohalim with an anesthetist and urologist in 
attendance. The bris is performed after a 
general physical examination which usually 
takes place a day in advance. When hospital 
stay becomes necessary, that, too, is provided 
at no cost. Additional psychological support 
and encouragement are provided by volun­
teers, together with Russian speaking Project 
RISE staff workers. 

In describing the bris program, Rabbi 
Oratz, called it "the continuation of the 
remarkable story of courage of the new 
American Jews." He said that a large number 
of the new arrivals were yearning for the 
"full Jewish experience" which has inspired 
more intense effort by the Agudath Israel 
agency. Rabbi Oratz cited just several 
examples of the growing RISE involvement 
of the Agudath Israel agency for Russian 
Jews: 

Families who seek to keep kosher homes 
receive two sets of dishes and cookware. 
Large numbers of religious articles such as 
tefillin and mezuzos are distributed regularly. 
Pamphlets on the significance of the religious 
articles are simultaneously disseminated. 
RISE volunteers also respond to numerous 
questions about Jewish law. 

A great deal of emphasis at the Agudath 
Israel immigrant service agency is placed on 
education. Rabbi Oratz, himself a noted 
educator, spends much of his time placing 
Russian Jewish children in yeshivas and day 
schools and helping develop and maintain 
special educational programs for immigrant 
youth and adults. Project RISE has been 
instrumental in providing educational guid­
ance and counseling to Yeshiva Be'er Hago­
lah and continues to help the school with 
programming, material and personnel. Sev­
eral other yeshivas have also opened special 
classes for Russian Jewish children with the 
assistance of Project RISE. 

Other educational activities of Project 
RISE include dispatching tutors to the 
various yeshivas and day schools to help 
integrate Russian Jewish children into the 
school, after school programs around the 
city, a pilot lib.rary of Judaica in Russian, 
English, Yiddish and Hebrew, and a leader­
ship training program where high school 
students at Be' er Hagolah are being trained to 
lead youth groups. 

The highly successful "Adopt-A-Family" 
campaign of Project RISE where Russian 
Jewish immigrant families are informally 
invited to American host families has already 
matched up some 300 "adoptions." These 

r----------------------, 
I ls your name and address printed incorrectly on the JO mailing label? 
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informal meetings have made for a rich cross 
fertilization of culture and a great deal of 
warmth and good will. 

RISE staff aided by a large cadre of volun­
t~ers are currently making plans for special 
Purim and Pesach programs similar to the 
successful activities of recent Jewish holi­
days. Special gatherings and Shalach Monos 
packages was the focus of the Purim pro­
gram. Kosher for Passover food packages 
and special sedorim will be highlights of the 
Pesach program, 

In addition to the special religious and cul­
tural activities of RISE, nearly 4,000 Russian 
immigrants continue to benefit from other 
Agudath Israel services. Large numbers 
receive their job training as well as their first 
jobs in this country from Project COPE. A 
joint project with the Cheshbonot Society, an 
organization of Orthodox Jewish account­
ants, assists the immigrants with the prepara­
tion of their tax forms. 

Russian immigrants are served at Agudath 
Israel's national headquarters at 5 Beekman 
Street and at field sites throughout the city of 
New York. The local operations are also 
active in the housing, clothing, furniture and 
all other physical needs of the new Ameri­
cans. 
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Progress Report in Camp Agudah 

A new building to serve as the shul for Camp Agudah is in the 
final stages of construction and will be ready i1"'M in time for this com-

ing summer session. Photographs above show exterior and interior 
views. 

25 Million Dollar Children Torah Rescue Fund Proclaimed By Chinuch Atzmai Torah Schools 

A $25 million emergency campaign to 
close a three-fold deficit in the Chinuch 
Atzmai-Torah Schools for Israel system was 
proclaimed at a special conference of the 
International Board of Governors in Jerusa­
lem on January 12, 1980. Hagaon Harav 
Yaakov Kamenetsky and Hagaon Harav 
Yaakov Yitzchok Ruderman, who were visit­
ing Israel at the time, called this conference to 
explore the problems plaguing this system of 
300 schools and kindergartens. 

The first deficit was pointed out by 
Hagaon Har av Schneur Kotler, who cited the 
challenge of his late father Hagaon Reb 
Aharon Kotler '"1T; that the dramatic deficit 
of neshamos be closed-referring to the tens 
of thousands of additional children that 
should be attending Chinuch Atzmai 
Schools, but have not yet been reached. 
Rabbi Kotler was introduced by Harav 
Shraga Grosbard, Director General of the 
Tor ah School network, who chaired the meet­
ing after it was opened by Harav Ekhonon 
Sorotzkin. 

The second area of deficit is fhat of school 
housing, for a score of buildings accom­
mod atin~ Torah Schools in Israel's develop­
ring towns are in substandard condition, and 
may be forced to dose if not radically 
repaired. Rabbi Shlomo Lorencz, Chairman 
of Israel's Knesset Finance Committee, 
reported on the inability of the Government's 
Treasury to make available the funds to 

replace and repair these buildings, putting 
the entire burden of refurbishing the 20 
buildings on the Chinuch Atzmai adminis­
tration. 

The third deficit area is the lack of schools 
to serve growing urban areas in IsraeL 
According to Knesset Member Rabbi Mena­
chem Porush, a new school must be estab­
lished with every one of the residential 
communities rising in our cities, or the Torah 
educational system will fall even further 
behind our growing needs. 

These three areas of pressing needs must 
be viewed in consideration of other features 
of contemporary Israel-rampaging inflation, 
which has doubled the current budgetary 
needs; and the thousands of parents clamor­
ing for religious education for their children 
after witnessing the bankruptcy of the 
General School programs that are void of the 
ethical values and morality of Torah's tradi­
tional teachings. Taking into account today's 
high costs of both building and maintenance, 
Mr. Fishel Feldman, prominent communal 
leader and first treasurer of the Chinuch 
Atzmai when it was founded 28 years ago, 
recommended that a world-wide emergency 
campaign be undertaken to raise $25 million 
to secure the future of the Torah School 
System. 

The meeting was well attended, graced 
with the participation of many pioneer 
Chinuch Atzmai supporters, including Reb 

Shabse Frankel, founding treasurer of the 
American Committee for Torah Schools, 
presently a Bnei Brak resident, who traveled 
to Jerusalem especially to attend the meeting. 

Present at the meeting were Hagon Harav 
Gurwitz of England; an American delegation 
including Harabanim Hagaonim: Rav Levi 
Krupenia, Rav Yaakov Perlow, Rav Aaron 
Schechter, Rav Reuvain Feinstein; and 
Harabanim Hagaonim: Rav Shmuel Shapiro 
and Rav Shlomo Noach Brozovsky of Israel. 
Also participating were members of Chinuch 
Atzmai's executive staff: Rabbi Shmuel 
Weinberg, Reb Fishel Gelenter, Rabbi Aaron 
Steinhaus, Rabbi Israel Orlansky, Reb 
Avrohom Wilhelm, Rabbi M.J. Tannenbaum 
and Rabbi Henach Cohen. 

Upon his return to New York, Rabbi 
Henach Cohen, Executive Director of the 
national offices in America, expressed the 
hope that the American Jewish community, 
which has always assisted in developing and 
maintaining Israel's Torah School network, 
will contribute its share in this $25 million 
campaign to help overcome these difficult 
times and secure the future of Torah in Israel. 

The campaign will be inaugurate at the 
Torah Schools National Dinner April 27th at 
the New York Hilton where a group of lay 
leaders designated by the BOard of Governors 
will spearhead the drive in behalf of Israel's 
children. 
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Yeshivas Toras 
Chaim 

HIGH SCHOOL 
AND DAIS 
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REGISTRATIONS 
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Elul Zman 
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Yeshiva Toras Chaim 

1400 Quitman Avenue 
Denver, CO 80204 

(303) 292-9060 
The Roshei Yeshiva will be in 

New York April 10-16 
Rabbi Israel Kagan 

(212) 4-8988 
Rabbi Isaac Wasserman 
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America's Torah 
Leaders Joins 

Those of Eretz Yisroel 
in Calling for 

Your Support of 
the Men of Valor 

Who Are 
Keeping the Shmittah 

During the Year 
5740. 

"Mincha Minyan" Map 
Made Available by Agudath Israel 

A map and index of minyanim for Mincha 
in lower Manhattan was recently published 
by Agudath Israel of America in a seventh 
revised edition, compiled by Dr. Bernard 
Fryshman-newly named director of the 
Commission on Community Services of 
Agudath Israel of America. 

Dr. Fryshman indicated that Agudath 
Israel is prepared to serve as a clearing house 
for-or even tO help organize-new min­
yanim. Any such information or requests 
should be addressed to the Commission on 
Community Services, Agudath Israel of 
America, 5 Beekman Street, New York 
10038. Orders for free copies of the Mincha 
Map should include a self-addressed 
stamped envelope. 
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Rabbi Moshe Feinstein (see letter), the 

1 
Keren HaShvi'is/c/o Agudath Israel of I 

Agudos Horabbonim, and the Hisachdus America/5 Beekman St./NYC 10038 or c/o 
Horabbonim, among others, turn to you to 

1 
Rabbi Yaakov Perlow/1569-47 St./ I 

help the 1300 independent farmers who have Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219 j 
responded to the call of Moshav Kommemius I 
to keep the Sabbatical year of rest . In response to the call of Gedolei Yisroel, 

1 These men now must find means of sup- I I am enclosing my contribution of $ to the 
port during this year of abstenance from Keren Hashvi'is. 

1 farming. Israel's Torah leaders have created a 
fund to support this undertaking-Keren I 
HaShvi'is-with a budget of over $2 million. Name ------------

By contributing generously to Keren j 
HaShvi'is, you are participating in the heroic Address -----------
mitzvah of keeping the Shmittah and -as our I 
teachers have told us-hastening the arrival 

._o_f_M_o_s_h_ia_c_h_. -----------~City, State, Zip-- ____ J 
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Kattowitr. Founding of 
Agudath Israel World 
Organization 

1923 
Vienna: Chofetz Chaim 
opens First Knessia Gedola 

Moetzes Gedolai HaTorah 
estabf1shed as highest 
decision-making body, 
headed by Rabbi Chaim 
Ozer Grodzensky ... Gerer 
Rebbe, among other Torah 
leaders. participates 

DafYomi launched by Rabbi 
Meir Shapiro 

1924 
Cracow: Agudath Israel 
assumes helm of Sais 
Yaakov Movement 

1937 
Marienbad: Third Knessia 
Gedola/Sets Palestine 
policy. Dem<1nd free 
Immigration 

1938 
Europe: 1.000.000 
members and supporters of 
Agudath Israel 

1939 
U.SA.: Rabbi Elchonon 
Wasserman visits U-5 A mobilizes 
Agudah youth 

1941 
N.Y.C.: Zeirei (Agudah Youth) 
sends food packages to European 
ghettoes; helps Jews escape 

War Years 
European Jewiy in ruins 

1941 
Rabbi Aron Kotler and Rabbi 
Reuvein Grozovsky arrive in U.S. 
Intensify rescue efforts. and - in 
succession - head American 
Moetzes Gedolei Ha Torah 

1944 
N.Y. State: Camp Agudah for 
boys/Camp Bnos for girls founded 
in Catsklll Mountains 

1947 
Jerusalem: Agudath Israel wins 
written guarantees of religious life 
in State of Israel from Jewish 
Agency 

N.Y. City: Agudath Israel of 
America begins annual campaigli 
to ship Matzoh parcels to Eastern 
Europe 

1948 
N.Y. City: Zeirei Agudalh Israel 
publishes Jewish Pocket Book 
Series 

1950 
Jerusalem: Agudath Israel founds 
Ch\nuch Atzma·1 in Eretz Y1sroel 

N.Y. City: Dos Yiddishe Vort. 
Yiddish language monthly 
launched 

Europe: Hungarian Uprising· 
Ag11dath Israel houses. feeds. and 
educates thousands of refugees in 
Europe 

1960 
Washington D.C.: Agudath Israel 
of America representative tesllfies 
before Congr<>ss on behalf of 
government aid to yeshivos 

1963 
N.Y.C,: The Jewish Obse!\1€r. 
monthly magazine launched 

1965 
Washington D.C.: Agudath Israel 
of America pleads. Congress votes 
support for non-public schools 

Brooklyn: Pirthe\ Agudath Israel 
convenes first Siyum Mishnayos 
Ba 'al Peh. Thousands now 

1966 
AJbany: Agudath Israel of America 
initiative results in textbooks for 
New York State yeshiva students 

1967 
Albany: Shomer Shabbos workers 
win rights in New York State 
through Agudath Israel efforts 

N.Y.C.: Moetzes Gedolai HaTorah. 
chaired by Rabbi Moshe Feinstein. 
calls for prayer and support of 
beleaguered State of Israel 

1970 
Buenos Alres: Agudath Israel of 
America inspires Buenos Aires 
community lo establish Beis 
Midrash and Kole! 

Washington: Agudath Israel of 
America fights for draft exemption 
for yeshiva boys 

1972 
Atlantic City: Agudath Israel 
Covention establishes Russian 
Immigrant Rescue Fund 

1973 
Agudath Israel of America's 
Commission on Senior Citizens; 
launched dailyChessed for 10,000 
elderly 

Yorn Kippur War - Agudath Israel 
of America sets up Emergency 
Fund for Israel 

1974 
2.AJ:s Jewish Education Program 
(JEP) brings kids to Torah 

ZAJ. launchesAm Ha Torah. 
journal of Chidushei Torah 

1975 
Agudath Israel of America founds 
Project C.0.P.E.; served 
employment needs of 15.000 since 
Jan_ 75 

1976 
RESHET - Torah EducMion 
Network begins. meeting adult 
educational needs 

1978 
JUDAJSCOPE - launching 
of Series II of Je'Wish Pocket 
Books 

Project RISE - meeting 
needs of Russian Jewish 
immigrants to U.5.A 

South Brooklyn Community 
Organization - Agudath 
Israel of America organiies 
for preservingJe'Wish urban 
neighborhoods 

for 67 years Agudath Israel has been writing history, serving 
as the hand of outstanding personalities ... loyal Torah 
followers ... activists ... thinkers ... people like YOU. 

1980 Join Agudath Israel of America, the national Torah 
coalition, at this exciting time in the life of Kial Yisroel, and 

write history now. 
PRESIDIUM: 
Rabbi Moshe Feinstein. chairman I Rabbi Moshe Horowiti (Boston er Rebbe) /Rabbi Shnwr Kotler/ Rabbi Yaakov Perlow {Nooominsker Rebbe) I 
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- -Fill out and mail this application today 0 Become a member now!- - -
Agudath Israel of America 5 Bt>ekman Street New York City. 10038 

f ] Enclosed rkase find my check for national membership in Agudath 
Israel. ($18 annual membership. New members pay only $12. and receive 
free one year introductory subscription to [ J The Jewish Obsen,er or 
I J Dos Yiddishe Vort-a $9'value. Total $27.00-you save $15.00. Please 
indicate your choice of magazine.) 
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Agudath Israel Honors 
Three Community Leaders 

Three prominent Orthodox Jewish com­
munity leaders will be feted at the 58th 
Anniversary Dinner of Agudath Israel of 
America on Sunday evening, May 11th, in 
thf! grand ballroom of the New York Hilton­
Over 1,500 rabbinic and lay leaders from 
North America are expected to participate in 
the event. 

The "Shearis Hapleitoh" Man of the Year 
(Reb Elimelech Tress Memorial Award) will 
be presented to Mr. Al Rieder, a distin­
guished resident of the Washington Heights 
community, with a long record of dedicated 
service to Torah causes in the United States 
and Israel. 

Mr. Ezriel Tauber of Monsey, New York, 
will receive the prestigious Hagaon Rav 
Aharon Kotler Memorial Award for distin­
guished service to Torah, on behalf of the 
concept of Meehan Hahoyroa, (of which he 
is one of the founders), which seeks to sup­
port a long range, closely guided graduate 
program for developing Poskim (halachic 
authorities). 

Mr. Alan Rosenberg of Queens, New 
York, will be presented with the Moreinu 
Yaakov Rosenheim Memorial Award for dis­
tinguished service to Agudath Israel, in 
recognition of his activities as chairman of 
the organization's camps committee. 

The dinner will also mark fifty-eight years 
of constructive accomplishment by the 
American Agudath Israel movement in every 

area of Jewish life in this country and over­
seas. Operating through nineteen depart­
ments out of a national headquarters at 
5 Beekman Street, New York City, Agudath 
Israel's activities embrace the fields of 
authentic Judaism, education for youth and 
adults, legislation and civil action, rescue and 
resettlement, outreach to uncommitted Jews, 
social concerns, manpower training, senior 
citizens, neighborhood preservation, and 
children's welfare throughout the Americas, 
Israel and Europe. 

Menachem Shayovich Named Chairman 
of Agu.dath Israel Dinner 

Menachem M. Shayovich, a special 
assistant to Governor Carey, has been named 
chairman of the 58th anniversary dinner of 
Agudath Israel of America, by the organiza­
tion's executive board. Mr. Shayovich, who 
is a vice president of Agudath Israel, came up 
through the ranks of the organization. He 
was previously a president of Zeirei Agudath 
Israel and has been active in the organization 
both locally and nationally. In addition to his 
involvement with Agudath Israel, the 
Orthodox Jewish leader is also involved in a 
host of other communal concerns. He serves 
as the president of the Metropolitan Coor­
dinating Council on Jewish Poverty and is a 
leader of the Bora Park Jewish Community 
Council. 

World Agudah Demands "Fair Share For Orthodoxy" 

LONDON-A meeting of the newly-elected 
members from six European countries to the 
international executive of the Agudath Israel 
World Organization, under the leadership of 
its world chairman Rabbi Moshe Sherer of 
New York, decided "to take al! necessary 
steps to assure that Orthodox Jewry will 
receive a fair share from the massive new 
reparation funds which will be forthcoming 
to the Jewish community from Germany dur­
ing the coming years." 

The gathering also issued a statement 
denouncing the recent United Nations 
Security Council resolution on Israel's set­
tlements as "a flagrant denial of the historic 
divinely-ordained rights of the Jewish people 
to its land and a potential setback to the suc­
cessful culmination of the peace process for 
which we are all praying." 

The conference, which was also attended 
by presidium by president member Rabbi 
Leib Gurwicz, Rosh Yeshiva of Gateshead, 
England and co-chairman Rabbi Yehuda 
Meir Abramovitz of Israel adopted a long­
range plan of activities, including the 
strengthening of authentic Judaism on the 
European continent, and established a com­
mission to aid the building Baal T shuva 
movement which is influencing large num­
bers of Jewish youth to return to their ances­
tral faith, particularly in France. 

During the past month the newly-elected 
members of the international Agudist execu­
tive in Israel and America already met to 
implement the course of activities charted by 
the Sixth Knessia Gedolah (World Congress) 
of the Agudath Israel movement last January 
in Jerusalem. 

Be sure to notify us in 
advance so that your copies 
will continue to reach you. 
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"Best Apology is 
New U.N. Vote:" 

Agudath Israel Tells Carter 
"The only way our government can con­

vince the world that we mean what we say in 
foreign policy, is for President Carter to 
immediately institute measures to bring up 
the Israel settlement issue for a new vote in 
the United Nations Security Council. On!y 
such a substantive gesture, which will allow 
America to formally record its avowed posi­
tion on Israel and expunge its miscast vote, 
can reaffirm to the world that our govern­
ment is not pursuing a zigzag course in its 
policy towards Israel." This message was sent 
in a strongly worded statement to President 
Carter by Agudath Israel of America, which 
labelled March 1st, the day America cast its 
vote in favor of a pro-Palestinian resolution, 
''a black day in American history." 

Jn its statement, Agudath Israel pointed 
out that "the issue is not whether the Jewish 
community accepts the President's apology; 
at stake is America's credibility in the eyes of 
the entire world. This is not a 'Jewish i.:;sue', 
as the public has been led to believe; the 
world at large witnesses the bizarre UN in­
cident as an indication of our government's 
moral erosion and the President should 
address himself to this larger issue." 

Agudath Israel also told thePresident"not 
to misread the internal differences which 
divide the Jewish community; on the issue of 
the Security Council vote, a unity has been 
forged which transcends these ideological 
divisions.'' 

You 're reading 
THEJEWISH OBSERVER, 
but what do you 
''listen" to? 
To hear what's happening in 
th.e Torahcommurdty, tune in 
to Agudath Israel o.n. the .air. 
WEVD.1330 AM and 97.9FM 
9:30.PM everyMotzaei Shabbos 

Agudist Benevolent Soc~ 
Gmillas Chesed ..•• , II 

or 
Lapidus Bros. , 

Gemilath Chesed 
Assn. of the Crown Hts. 

Agudath Israel Inc. 
for applications call 

Rabbi Joshua Silbermintz 
at 964-1620 or write 
c/ o Agudath Israel 

5 Beekman St., 
New York, N.Y. 10038 
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YESHIVA OF STATEN ISLAND 
INTRODUCES A SPECIAL SUMMER PROGRAM 

ON OUR 68-ACRE CAMPSITE IN THE 
CATSKILLS 

FOR GRADES 7, 8 AND UP 
* SHIURIM * 

ANNOUNCES A SPECIAL 
COMMUTING PROGRAM 

FOR 
THE COMING ELLUL ZMAN 

* EXCELLENT MECHANCHIM * 
* YESHIVA RUACH * 

FOR BORO PARK, FLATBUSH, 

* Recreational Activities * 
• Supervised and Varied • 

AND SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES 
•TRANSPORTATION TO AND FROM THE YESHIVA 

FOR 9th GRADERS • 
*Boating, Swimming, Basketball, etc. • • SHABBOSIM AT HOME FOR THOSE WHO WISH * 

TURN YOUR SUMMER INTO 
8 EXCITING AND 

FULFILLING WEEKS. 

INTERVIEWS AND VISITING 
SHABBOSIM FOR HIGH SCHOOL 

AND BAIS HAMEDRASH 
STAFF POSITIONS AVAILABLE Call Mon., Wed., Fri.: 356-4323 (9-12) 

~)1~£t/ CAMP KOL TORAH 
\

\ 71,,~\,~ 1/ A UNIQUE TORAH CAMP OFFERING A COMPLETE LEARNING AND 
~ cAMP RECREATIONAL PROGRAM FOR YESHIVAH STUDENTS AGES 10-16 

KOL TORAH 

• Intensive Torah Atmosphere • Boating , 
• Shiurim conducted by experienced teachers on • All organized sports activities 

Chumash, Halacha, Cemorah and Meforshim • Trips and excursions to places of interest 
• Swimming and water sports in the Mid-West. 

LOCATION: Scenic grounds at the Telshe Yeshiva campus in Northeast Ohio. 

Baltimore: 
Chicago: 

Cincinnati: 
Columbus: 
Detroit: 

SEASON: Tamuz 23 - Menachem Av 22 (July 7 - August 4) 
RATES: $380; small charge for excursions and insurance 

For further information contact the representative in your area: 

Rabbi V. Rosen (301) 358-4577 Monsey: Rabbi E. Goldfischer 
Rabbi Avrohom Weil (312) 973-6715 Montreal: Rabbi I. Zryl 
Rabbi R. Levinson (312) 267-9151 Moshe Friedman 
Rabbi Chaim Weinberg(312) 539-5122 New York: Rabbi F. Steinmetz 
Rabbi M. Deutsch (513) 531-6142 Phoenix: Rabbi L. Scheinbaum 
Dr. I. fried (614) 237-5780 Pittsburgh: Rabbi A. Brodie 
Rabbi S. Kaufman (313) 967-3352 Rabbi G, Brea 
Avrohom Borenstein (313) 967-3502 Toronto: Rabbi S. Moddel 

Miami: Rabbi Z. Leff (305) 651-5507 Rabbi E. Appelbaum 
Minneapolis: Rabbi H. Dachs (612) 922-0524 

Rabbi H. Roberts (612) 920-1247 
or Write to the registration office for further -information: 

CAMP KOL TORAH - 3599 HARVEY ROAD - CLEVELAND HEIGHTS. OHIO 44118 
Tet (216) 321·9282 
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(914) 356-7964 
(514) 739-6028 
(514) 273-6478 
(212) 436-0141 
(602) 266-6549 
(412) 521-4975 
(412) 421"7752 
(416) 783-2557 
(416) 781-8632 
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YESHIVA GEDOLAH M,,.,~ M=:~~~ 
of LOS ANGELES'::.:'~~~ 'C~,., 
5822 WEST THIRD STREET, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90036 (213) 938-2071 

The Yeshiva is dedicated to provide the highest standards of Torah learning, and the total 
development of B'nei Torah, through qualified, experienced Rabbeim and individual attention. 

• Fully accredited high school 
• Modern dormitory and kitchen facilities 

• Full-time supervision 
• Pleasant year-round ciimate 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION 
High School Grades 9, 10. 11 
Elul Z' man-September 1980 

Rabbi Yoel Bursztyn-Menahel 
213-938-2071 / 651-5672 

Bois Medrash 
Summer & Elul Z'man 

Rabbi Eliezer Gross-Rosh Yeshiva 
Rabbi Menachem Gross-Rosh Yeshiva 

213-938-2071 / 933-2109 

New York: 212-853-6203 


