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A pivotal, yet insufficiently understood 
aspect of Jewish thought is the principle of 
Daas Torah: that is, the special ability to 
interpret events and to determine the best 
course to pursue in the affairs of Kial Yis
roel, which is the attribute of Gedolei 
Torah-men who are so steeped in Torah 
knowledge and so embody its values that they 
have absorbed its teachings into their own 
thought processes. 

of Eretz Yisroel, and sets policy for the 
movement there. 

slatemenls have never failed lo throw fresh 
illumination on the concerns of Kial Yisroel 
!see "Letter of Guidance," JO May '79; 
"Knessia Gedo/a Report," JO Feb. '80). 

One of the outstanding Torah scholars, 
teachers and leaders of our generation is the 
Rosh Yeshiva of Poneviez, Rabbi Elazor 
Shach, who heads Israel's largest yeshiva, in 
Bnei Brak. Together with the Gerrer Rebbe 
!Rabbi Simcha Bunim Alter} and the Vizh
nitzer Rabbi !Rabbi Moshe Hager}, Rabbi 
Shach chairs the Moetzes Gedolei Ha Torah 
!Council of Torah Sages} of Agudath Israel 

Although a man of great humility, and 
deeply immersed in Torah, Rabbi Shach is 
also deeply immersed in the day-to-day prob
lems of the religious Yishuv in Israel-with 
his involvement running the gamut from 
caring for the minutest needs of children in 
Chinuch Atzmai Torah Schools, through 
making public addresses to encourage sup
port for Agudath Israel in Knesset elections, 
to advising the far-flung reachout efforts of 
Moreshef Avot. In addition, he isa powerful 
advocate on contemporary issues. Indeed, on 
a number of occasions, Rabbi Shach has 
articulated his Daas Torah on various prob
lems confronting Jewry in Erelz Yisroel and 
abroad. Whether in the form of "a letter to a 
friend" or a public address, Rabbi Shach's 

This past January, Rabbi Shach addressed 
a leadership conference of Agudath Israel 
World Organization in Jerusalem, ~ding 
ripples of awareness around the world. This 
was in the wake of a directive given by Rabbi 
Shach and other Torah scholars lo the Agu
dath Israel Knesset deputies to abstain from 
voling on Prime Minister Begin's controver
sial move for political annexation of the 
Golan Heights. In his address, the Rosh 
Yeshiva stressed several points that he had 
stated before, but with greater emphasis than 
in the past. We present here a synopsis of 
several of the points that he had made: 

Rabbi Elazar Shach, ~"~"7W 
on Jewish Survival 

Jewry is Unique 

"And I will separate you from the nations to be for 
Me" (Vayikra 2(\\:26)-Jewry is inherently a people apart. 
Any Jews' atte;inps at assimilation is doomed to failure, 
for ultimately they will be rejected by the non-Jews. 
Fourth generation descendants of assimilated Jews who 
had abandoned their faith were sought out by oppres
sors and expelled, or murdered. Divine wisdom decreed 
this status for Jewry and it cannot be otherwise. 

The Survival Formula 

The Talmud IYevamos 121 a} relates how Rabban Gam
liel was deeply saddened by the apparent drowning of Rabbi 
Akiva. Seeing him on shore later, Rabban Gamliel asked him 
how he was saved. He replied "I grabbed a plank of wood. 
Whenever a wave came toward me (threatening my life), I 
simply lowered my head." 

This has been our survival plan throughout the golus: 
As nation after nation threatens to engulf us and des
troy us, we avoid confrontation and bow our heads in 
apparent submission. In this way we have managed to 
survive and have ultimately reigned supreme. Indeed, 
following this formula, the Jewish People are eternal. 

*When he spoke, the Rosh Yeshiva said simply, "without the Golan 
Heights," but in the official transcript he specified "without the Chok 
HaGolan" to conform with his intentions, as were obvious in the 
context of his statement. 
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The Golan Annexation: An Unnecessary Provocation 

I must preface my remarks by saying that we have 
an honorable Prime Minister, who has a good relation
ship with the religious community. But the political 
annexation of Golan Heights was an unnecessary 
provocation-a type of policy that is absolutely closed to 
us. The Prime Minister declared that we lived as a 
nation for 3700 years without a special security agree
ment with America and we11 survive another 3700 
without one. I would say in response that we lived 2000 
years ingolus without the Chok HaGolan (political annexa
tion of Golan)* and will continue to survive without it. 

Dancing to "Ma Y ofis" 

The Torah approach in international affairs, which 
we have adhered to throughout the ages, recognizes 
that there are times when a Jew must ostensibly dance 
"Ma Yofis" to the tune of the landed nobleman (the poritz) 
to protect his livelihood, his family's welfare, even his 
very life. The Jew never considered the poritz his lord and 
master. He maintained his integrity by steadfastly res
isting the blandishments of the non-Jewish world and 
retaining his Jewish identity. So while he danced, in his 
heart the Jew celebrated his own moral superiority: 
bowed in body, his pride remained unbent. 

Unfortunately, some people have forgotten this 
maxim. In their naivete, they do not hesitate to repri
mand other nations when it suits them, throwing pru-
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dence to the wind .... Yet, in matters of values and life 
style, these same people dance to the tune of others. 
Turning their backs on all that we hold sacred, they ape 
whatever happens to be fashionable or desirable in the 
eyes of others. While posturing with pride, inside they 
have totally adopted the "Ma Yofis" stance. 

The Greatest Security Risk 

We must realize that this type of submissiveness to 
the nations threatens the very existence of the Jewish 
People. We must recognize that the survival of the 
Jewish People does not depend on the Jewish State, but 
the survival of the Jewish State does depend on the 
well-being of the Jewish People. A course of action that 
seems politically expedient for the State but which can 
possibly harm our People-such as a policy or a state
ment that is antagonistic to America-must be recog
nized as hazardous to the welfare of American Jewry. 
And who know what price we will ultimately be forced 
to pay for it! 

The gravest danger to the Jewish People in Erelz Yisroel 
is inherent in the message of the passage, "The Land 
should not reject you for your defilement of it." We have 
a Jewish State almost totally denuded of Torah educa
tion, of Sabbath observance, with over a million and a 
quarter Jewish children being brought up without the 
faintest knowledge of "Shma Yisoel," with but a small 
percentage receiving a Torah upbringing in Talmud 
Torahs and Chinuch Atzmai schools .... Can we expect 
the State's leadership to inspire and instruct these child
ren, when they themselves have no concept of the 
meaning of Shabbos or Yorn Kippur? To the contrary, 
they serve as destructive role models to these children! 
Only Torah-as the essence of our people-can save 
our people, in keeping with the Torah's passage, spoken 
at Sinai: "On this day [the day of Receiving the Torah] 
you have become a nation." ~T 

Rabbi Shach addressing World Agudah gathering in Jerusalem. 

Objection-Against What? 

The substance of Rabbi Shach's state
ments was not new. Nor fort hat matter was 
he alone in his objection to the political 
annexation of the Golan Heights. The same 
opinion was expressed by numerous others, 
from Yitzchak Rabin and Abba Eban, lo 
Philip Klutznick, with no one questioning 
their loyalty lo the Stale. Yet, the reaction lo 
Rabbi Shach was unusually vehement, and
much to its shame-it was primarily in 
segments of the Orthodox press in America 
that the objection was voiced, in tones that 
totally ignored the status of the Rosh Yeshiva, 
let alone taking into account his position as a 
source of Daas Torah. 
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(ls it possible that Rabbi Shach's pre
eminence in Torah actually provoked the 
venomous attacks against him? Differences of 
opinion can be dealt with in any forum, but 

the challenge of a higher authority is difficult 
for some people lo swallow-especially for 
those Jews whose exterior lives generally con
form lo the contours of religious law, yet 
chose lo allow their minds the freedom of 
error in the face of an unequivocal Torah 
judgment.) 

Time for Protest 

This violation of Kavod Ha Torah called 
for a strong protest, as well as a clarification 
of the issues al stake: Daas Torah and Kavod 
Ha Torah. A committee of fifty-one yeshiva 
deans !Roshei Yeshivas) led by three of the 
world's most venerated Torah scholars, 
Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, Rabbi Yaakov 
Kamenetzky, and Rabbi Yaakov Yitzchok 
Ruderman, the eldest Roshei Ha Yeshiva in 
America, issued a proclamation protesting 
this defamation. In addition, a mass assem-

bly was called in which the signators, the 
yeshivas they head-the faculties, student 
bodies and many alumni of the yeshivos
were all represented, in an unprecedented 
mass demonstration for Kavod Ha Torah. 

The sheer numbers of the participants
between four and five thousand members of 
the senior Torah community-gathered un
der one roof for the purpose of demonstrating 
their loyalty lo Torah was in itself a most 
eloquent expression of Kavod. !See page 40.) 
The addresses of these speakers al this assem
bly, quoted elsewhere in this issue, were all 
instructive and inspiring. 

RABBI ELYA SVEI, Rosh Yeshiva of the 
Talmudic Yeshiva of Philadelphia, was 
comprehensive in his treatment of a number 
of aspects of the issues al stake, elaborating on 
Rabbi Shach's address, as well. It is a privi
lege lo present lo the readers of THE JEWISH 
OBSERVER a summary of Rabbi Svei's 
remarks at that occasion. 
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Political comment and direction of public affairs is 
often considered a free-for-all, especially in a democratic 
society: An acquaintance with current events and a 
thorough reading of the daily press is all that is required 
for expressing a learned opinion on a pressing issue. As 
foolish as this may be in regard to general policies, it is 
absolutely ridiculous in regard to Jewish affairs, where 
the key requirement for making sound judgments is 
Torah wisdom. As Chazal assessed it, "Who is wise? He 
who can see what is yet to happen." 

How far does Torah wisdom go? The late Brisker 
Rav-Reb Velvel (Rabbi Yitzchok Zev Soloveitchik)
said that his father, the revered Reb Chaim, had suffi
cient Torah wisdom to enable him to anticipate the 
ramifications of events up to fifty years in the future. 
"As for me," said Reb Velvet "I have enough to under
stand each day as it comes." 

Consider the implications of this statement1 It takes 
someone of the caliber of the Brisker Rav to interpret 
day-to-day events in a proper Torah light. Today, then, 
as we search for someone who can carry on the Brisker 
Rav's tradition to clarify current issues, we can find no 
one more qualified than the Ponevezier Rosh Yeshiva, 
Rabbi Shach, who spent so many years under the 
Brisker Rav's guidance and influence. 

Why the Outcry? 

One cannot help but wonder, then, why Rabbi 
Shach's call for prudence in public statements and policy 
should provoke such an outcry. Rabbi Shach's approach 
does not represent any departure from time-honored 
formula. Avoiding antagonizing other nations is a long
standing rule of conduct, with its source in the Talmud. 
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Rabbi Elya Svei ~"~''iW on 

Torah: 
A Source for Guidance 
in Every Phase 
of Jewish Activity 

Rabbi Yehuda HaNassi (The Prince) signed a letter he 
penned to the Emperor Antoninus with: "Your servant, 
Yehuda." His scribe took exception to this obsequiousness; 
after all, Rabbi Yehuda was reigning Prince of Israel' He 
replied, "We must adhere to the tradition stemming from 
Yaakov Avinu, who, when addresstng his brother Eisav, 
described himself as 'Your servant Yaakov.' '' 

Even the Nassi expressed deference to the ruling monarch of 
Rome. 

Applying this to today's situation, as Rabbi Shach did, 
is so fitting that one wonders why it should have 
prompted an uproar. Except that the Rosh Yeshiva app
lied agolus mode of conduct to our current situation, and 
there are those who believe that since the creation of 
the Medina, we Jews have become independent and no 
longer need concern ourselves with what other nations 
think. To their way of thinking, Golus no longer prevails 
in the Medina. Thus they shout in protest and derision, 
ignoring the principles of Kavod Ha Torah and Daas Torah. 

"Kaddish" Only? or Determining Our Destiny? 
The tendency in our time to consult rabbinical coun

sel solely for laws regarding recitation of Kaddish or 
"spoon and pot" questions, while referring to politicians 
and journalists for guidance in communal affairs, is not 
new. In fact, Rabbi Elchanan Wasserman'.>"~!, martyred 
Rosh Yeshiva of Baranovich and pre-World War II 
leader, decried the trend in his day. He pointed out that 
secular spokesmen applied the very same assimilafory 
approach to national concerns that they pursued in their 
private lives, with such devastation. Their motto, "Let 
us be like all other nations" guided them equally in 
personal life and political comment. 

Reb Elchonon continued! Our approach must con
form with the Talmud's guidelines. 
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Reb Chiya said: If Eisav threatens you, do no/ confront 
him, bu/ flee. To which Rabbi Yehuda b'reb Sholom added: 
Israel will cry out to G-d, "Yitzchok empowered Eisav 'live by 
your sword' with his blessings to him, and this had Your 
consent. How can we protect ourselves?" To which G-d 
answers:"]/ says in the Torah, 'Travel Northward lnl1Dl!' 
which implies, lake sheller l)'Dln7) in Torah." 

To this day, Torah is our only protection when we are 
threatened, and only our Torah leadership can guide 
us when we are attacked. The Gemora's cautionary 
approach is surely as valid today as when it was recorded 
in the Gemora. 

As mentioned, some may argue that the creation of 
the Medina, as an autonomous Jewish State, represents a 
new era in Jewish affairs; the State may be proud, even 
defiant in the conduct of its own affairs. Even if that 
were so, this reveling in its armed might and political 
prowess (in the spirit of "My strength and the power of 
my hand has made this vast fortune for me") is still 
totally ~idiculous in our particular situation. Israel is so 
dependent on America for both security and suste
nance, that it is downright foolish to antagonize her. 
When challenged on this once before, Israel's political 
leadership replied that the American Jewish community 
will come to Israel's aid-but we in America are still in 
golus, even according to their point of view. We surely 
have no license to offend our host country! How, then, 
can Israel put the weight of its destiny on American 
Jewry? In Rabbi Shach's descriptive term, for Israel-a 
client nation-to antagonize America is in the category 
of nKl 71-an arrogant pauper. 

The Establishment Lawyer and the Rabbi 

An incident from 65 years ago not only illustrates the 
superior vision of Daas Torah, but also has an immediate 
application to this very problem. 

A Jewish lawyer from Novaradok, quite assimilated, had 
the highest praise for Rabbi Meir Simcha HaKohein, Rav of 
Dvinsk (the Or Some'ach). // seems that al the outbreak of 
World War I, the lawyer, representing a secular rescue 
committee, headed a plan to safeguard all Sifrei Torah from 
the ravages of !he war by storing /hem in 51. Petersburg. 
Rabbi Meir Simcha refused to cooperate, explaining that it is 
contrary to Jewish tradition to concentrate all one's resources in 
one place; Latvia's Torah scrolls remained in their respective 
/owns. By the end of the war, the Communist Revolution 
swept through Russia, and 51. Petersburg was in Red hands, 
with /he Sifrei Torah lo/ally lost, while the Sifrei Torah of 
Dvinsk and other Latvian communities were unharmed. It 
was this prescience that impressed the lawyer. 

As for Reb Meir Simcha's decision, he apparently had 
based his policy on the Chazal (rabbinical dictum): "G-d, 
in His kindness to Israel, has scattered them among the 
nations"-implying that concentration in one place 
makes the entire nation vulnerable. We would do well to 
take the message to heart today, when Jews are concen
trated mainly in three countries: Israel, the USA and the 
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USSR. It is reckless for the Israeli political leadership, in 
its search for internal political gains, to put American 
Jewry in a weakened position, leaving as a result all 
three population groups in an unfavorable position. 

Message to a Successor Generation: 
Illuminate the Darkness of Destruction 

Our thoughts and attitudes must be informed by a 
constant awareness of our place as the successor gener
ation to the glorious one that was destroyed in World 
War II. Here, too, we respond to Torah guidelines out
lined in the Talmud. 

After Hordus (King Herod) had killed all the Torah 
scholars of his time but one, he repented and asked the sole 
survivor, Rabbi Yehuda ben Babba, how he could compensate 
for !he deslruclion. The rabbi advised him lo glorify the Beis 
Hamikdosh: "You extinguished the light of Torah. Now your 
/ask is lo rekindle ii-through the Bais Hamikdosh, which 
illuminates !he world . ... !Others say his advice look a 
different thrust:) You blinded the world by gouging out its 
'eyes' -that is, the wise men of vision, who chart our course of 
conduct. Now you must restore the vision by promoting Torah 
study of the highest level." 

We Jews have always recognized the primary obliga
tion for compensating for losses. When the great Amara 
Rav passed away, his disciples pooled their resources of 
character and mental abilities, and dedicated themselves 
to compensating for the vacuum left in his absence. 

An effort at compensating and rebuilding is never 
easy. When it comes to making up for a loss in leader
ship, the effort must be heroic in nature. As a case in 
point, Chazal point out that even though Pinchos was 
qualified to succeed Moshe as the leader of Kial Yisroel, it 
was given to Yehoshua to become Moshe's successor 
because of his outstanding mesiras nefesh-overextending 
himself in countless ways. 

Mesiras nefesh, then, is an essential factor in our era, 
which also calls for making up for the terrible destruc
tion of Ch urban Europe, which left us such an awesomely 
huge national deficit: In addition to the tangible losses of 
communities and yeshivas, scholars and tzaddikim, which 
we must somehow rebuild, our values also have suf
fered a terrible loss. We are becoming ever more influ
enced by the attitudes prevalent in the street, not the 
least of which is a general irreverence. People generally 
do not honor elders, leaders, government officials, or 
scholars, and none of us is totally impervious to this 
negative influence. We, too, are losing our capacity to 
accord honor to those who have earned it; for, as the 
Rambam stated, people are inevitably influenced by their 
environment. There is, however, one crucial difference 
between the situation in general and how it affects us. 
To the world at large, irreverence is simply a social 
malaise. To us, it is a fatal flaw. 

"Harken my son to the reproof of your father" (Mish
lei l:B), refers not only to an individual's father, but to 
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our national fathers as well, for our deference to them is 
a keystone of our tradition. Our attitudes and values 
must have a Torah source, which can only be assured if 
they are passed on to us by our "fathers," the Torah 
giants of our time. How simple it is to deceive ourselves 
that our random thoughts are infused with Torah 
values, when instead they reflect street values! How 
essential it is, then, that we reinforce them, totally 
discounting our own ability to interpret events for our
selves! We, too, must succeed in restoring"the vision of 
the congregation," compensating-as Hordus did in his 
time-for the terrible losses we are suffering. 

The Eighteenth Curse: Defiance of "Gedolei Yisroel" 

Reverence, then, is vital to us as a people, and its 
absence is no less than a curse. 

In prophesying the approaching Churhan (the destruction 
of the First Beis Harnikdosh}, the Prophet Yishayahu deli
neated the depths of the devastation that lay ahead. The nadir 
was the eigheenth in a series of "curses"-"a youngster will 
dominate over the elder, and the boor over the honorable." 

The Gemora !Chagiga 14a) explains "youngster· ("l)IJ) as 
referring to one who is "empty of mizvos," while "elder" refers 
to a man full of mitzvos. 

It is absolutely incredible that we should witness 
newspaper attacks on the venerable Gaon, Rabbi Elazar 
Shach. It is superfluous for us to testify that he embo
dies the ideal: "n·p '7'7;;n mltl'J;; '7~ (Let every soul sing 
praise to G-d)" as it is interpreted: "iio~tul~ no~tul 7::::i
With every sirigle breath (;ttl'll'J) sing praise to G-d." 
That Rabbi Shach exemplifies this is so obvious that an 
irreligious journalist, who followed Rabbi Shach in his 
daily routine, was astounded at his energy, the vitality 
and freshness with which he delivered his shiur
surpassing, I am told, the animation of twenty years 
ago, when he was also an elderly man. The journalist 
described the vast study hall-full of students furrowing 
their brows, attempting to keep pace with the complexi
ties of his thought, hoping to follow the depths of his 
probes .... And how he saw the Rosh Yeshiva later 
giving ear to countless outpourings of personal prob
lems of the needy and the humble, and how he advised, 
comforted and encouraged them. 

There was more that the visitor did not see. During 
my visit to Eretz Yisroel this past summer, I had the 
opportunity to spend several hours with the Rosh 
Yeshiva on two occasions. He was bedridden with an 
illness, yet the parade of petitioners that passed through 
his room was staggering. He dealt with problems relat
ing to yeshivos all over the map-staffing problems, 
students' affairs, discussing every aspect of individual 
needs, the full gamut of yeshiva concerns. More, he 
presided over every aspect of Chinuch Atzmai, the vast 
Torah School network in Israel, dealing with schools 
from the Gali! to the Negev, discussing countless details 
with Rabbi Shraga Gorssbard, the system's director 
general. ... With his every breath he sings praise to G-d. 
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The ;;7pJ, the boor, makes no differentiation between 
weighty matters and insignificant ones; to him every
thing is of little importance, 7p. The iJ~J, the honorable 
man, is one who finds gravity (n1iJ~) in everything, 
because every gesture carries potential for Kavod Sho
mayim-for expressing G-d's presence on earth. 

The only way to counteract the domination of the 
small-minded and the boor is for the community of Jews 
dedicated to Torah to recognize that every act, every 
gesture and every spoken word is laden with potential 
for expressing the glory of G-d and His Torah. The 
burden is on us to see to it that our lefilla, our daily 
speech, our conduct in public and private, all reflect the 
Torah's highest standards. 

The Means, Reflected in the End 

We have been addressing the issue of honoring elders 
and Torah sages in a Torah context. This is a principle 
that does not lend itself to compromise for a higher 
Torah purpose, since this principle is essential to the 
transmission of Torah. An interpretation attributed to 
the Vilna Gaon bears this out: 

At the funeral of the Vilna Goon, hespeidim (orations) 
were restricted fa people who had personally heard Torah 
com men try from the Gaon. One person quoted his comment on 
the Gemora (Babba Melzia 85b) that detailed how Rabbi 
Chiya succeeded in preventing Torah from being forgot/en: "I 
planted flax from which I made nets and trapped deer. I fed the 
deer to orphans, and from the skins I made parchment scrolls 
on which I wrotethe Five Books of the Torah. I then wen/ /oa 
town, taught each of the Books lo five different children, and 
the Six Orders of the Mishna to each of six children .... " 

Why was it necessary for Reh Chiya to invest so much time 
and energy in preparations for teaching, asked the Gaon, when 
he could have purchased ready-made scrolls and begun 
instructing the children immediately? Answered the Gaon: 
Every aspect of learning Torah must be pure, free of any 
adulterating influence. Torah study is a spiritual activity, and 
any flaw that creeps in, in any aspect of the procedure, will 
adversely affect the outcome, resulting in forgetting or lack of 
clarity in comprehension. If, for example, a person publishes a 
sefer with funds borrowed with ribbis (interest-prohibited by 
the Torah), people who study from this sefer will not have 
fullest success in their efforts. To achieve optimum results from 
Torah study, the preparation and means of support must be 
pure beyond question. 

Media that make a practice of defaming Torah scho
lars can not be used for bringing yeshivos' needs to the 
public's attention. According to the Gaon, funds gained 
through such efforts cannot achieve the desired results 
to the fullest when they are channeled to support 
Torah. 

Torah study and charitable acts are the key protective 
factors for avoiding the suffering of the pre-Messianic 
era, which is surely upon us. How essential it is, then, to 
ascertain that these be of the highest order. 'T 
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Holland is a placid country in the heart of a turbulent 
world. But there is a battle raging in this country-a 
battle for the very survival of the Jewish community. 
One of the leaders in this struggle, Reb Uri Cohen, is 
veteran of other wars-having fought the Nazis as a 
leader of a partisan group in World War II, and then 
wrestled with chaos and despair as he helped found the 
post-war Jewish community in Rotterdam, obtaining 
food, clothing, and shelter for fellow survivors. 

Reb Uri is still on active duty-in the struggle for 
spiritual survival. Ask him about problems and progress 
and one can detect the imprint of the wartime experien
ces in Reb Uri: A battling septuagenarian, he stands in 
front of a map of Europe, describing the battle against 
assimilation, and one feels transported to a central 
command headquarters, surveying the European 
theater of war. As if a field marshal, Reb Uri stabs a 
finger at the map spread out in front of him: "Here is 
Antwerp in neighboring Belgium, the nearest Torah 
center, 150 kilometers south of Amsterdam. To the 

-
World War wreaked havoc with most of Europe and-to 
the east-the Russian Revolution cut off three million 
Soviet Jews with the yet-to-be-named Iron Curtain, 
leaving Western Jewry without one of its major life
sources. Ultimately, World War II brought the total 
annihilation of Europe's remaining Jewish kehillos. 

How did all this effect Holland's Jews? Holland was 
spared from many of the worst ravages of reform and 
assimilation, for during the Nineteenth Century, the 
leaders of the Dutch Jewish communities had succeeded 
in developing a form of isolation and insularity from the 
rest of the Jewish world. At the same time, however, 
Dutch Jewry became severed from the mainstream of 
Jewish life and Torah learning. In addition, there gradu
ally developed a centralization of communal organiza
tion, tightly controlled from the top, diminishing au
thentic, vibrant kehilla life. 

Predisposed to docility as it already was-partly 
owing to its Germanic strain-a passive Jewish laity 
evolved in Holland, content with allowing its affairs to 

Shlomo Fonteyen 

The Will to Rebuild 
a key aspect of: the rebuilding of the Jewish 
community in Holland, beyond any level it 
has known in the past two hundred years. 

north there is nothing. 200 kilometers to the east, Ger
many begins. 200 kilometers further there is the Iron 
Curtain. Amsterdam, strategically located, is the last 
outpost of Yiddishkeil in the Free World. Once we suc
ceed in consolidating our position here, we must move 
on, closer to Germany. One cannot imagine the spiritual 
desert that exists here today. But first, Amersterdam." 

When the Battle Began: Emancipation and Dutch Jewry 

The battle that Reb Uri is now waging did not just 
begin in recent years. The roots of this conflict reach 
back all the way to the early years of the emancipation 
of Western European Jewry, close to 200years ago. The 
destructive effects of that trend as well as of other 
cataclysmic events of these last two centuries need no 
detailed recounting: Spiritual atrophy, leading to reform 
and assimilation, gradually eroded most of authentic 
Jewish life by the turn of the century. Then, the First 

Mr. Fonteyen is active in communal affairs in America. 
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be managed solely by the leadership. Original and free 
initiative were completely stifled. 

After 1800, no yeshivas were founded, the only insti
tution of higher learning being the "establishment"
controlled Rabbinical Seminary, which was modeled 
after the Breslau example. Jewish thought, learning, 
and religious expression were forced into a strait-jacket, 
forging Jews content with the forms of traditional prac
tice, which they often adhered to scrupulously, but 
which was devoid of the fervor that could only result 
from Torah study-such as flourished in Eastern Europe 
as well as Germany. Although organized Reform did 
not appear in Holland until after World War II, a mental 
conditioning preparing for it had developed from this 
position of" splendid isolation." 

Post-War Reconstruction 
In the aftermath of the destruction of the Six Million 

in World War II, the newly emerging leadership was 
helpless in coping with the enormous task of replanting 
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a virile Judaism. The early post-war years were spent 
rebuilding the basic fabric of the Jewish community, 
which was a mere skeleton of what it had been, reduced 
from a population of 140,000 to a mere 20 ,000. 

Spiritual reconstruction would have required the 
vision to sow the seeds of a renaissance by attaching the 
fragile community to the greater body of Orthodox 
Jewry, which had survived elsewhere, in America and 
Israel. But the primary goal of the leadership was simply 
to re-establish the pre-war status quo. As a result, the 
introversion and isolation continued. The lay leadership 
succeeded in welding together all elements of the com
munity in submission to the hierarachy. Inevitably, the 
spiritual status of the members became weaker. 

Intermarriage, already a serious problem since World 
War I, began to rise (in many instances as a shock 
reaction to the" exclusive" position in which Dutch Jews 
had found themselves under the Nazi occupation for 
the first time in their history, and from which they 
previously had felt themselves to be immune). As the 

Reform community began to flex its muscles, member
ship in the Orthodox community declined. 

For many of the broad masses, a form of surrogate 
religion had developed, whereby the demands of reli
gious conscience were satisfied by leaving everything to 
the professional clergy. The individual layman, by tak
ing out membership for an annual fee, insured himself 
of all his religious needs from birth to death. 

Although nominally subscribing to the letter of the 
community's Orthodox constitution, the establishment 
often consisted of persons with no personal commit
ment to many of the basic practices of Orthodoxy. They 
were therefore insensitive to the requests from the 
more conscientious elements for improvement in var
ious areas, particularly in regard to Jewish education. 

Enter Reb Uri 

Jewish history is replete with instances where the 
few, and occasionally an individual, became instruments 
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of the hashgacha (Providence) in affecting their environ
ment and in changing the character of whole communi
ties. Reb Uri Cohen, described in the outset of this 
article, is one such individual. When Reb Uri lived in 
Rotterdam, the city had no facilites for full-time Jewish 
education, so he sent his children away to yeshivos and 
Bais Y aakov schools as soon as they were old enough to 
leave home. In 1969, to reduce his business travel, Reb 
Uri moved to Amsterdam but he did not become active 
in communal affairs. 

One weekend in September 197 4, however, this 
changed: a distinguished visitor from Erelz Yisroel, pass
ing through Amsterdam, spent the Shabbos with the 
Cohens. At Me/ave Malka, the elderly gentleman-a Reb 
Mendel-asked Reb Uri why Amsterdam had no Cheder, 
a place where children could be instructed in Torah 
learning al Taharas Hakodesh. 

Reb Uri had no answer, but the seed had been 
planted. He acted immediately, and within a month, a 
class of five children began learning to read and then 

translate Chumash, meeting in Reh Uri's four-room 
apartment. He brought a Yiddish-speaking melamed from 
London, and after three months, rented a ground-floor 
apar•ment for the class. By the following Pesach, he 
succeeded in persuading a number of parents that he 
was going to establish a school. 

The class now had thirteen children and needed 
larger premises. Reh Uri came across an empty school 
building that was town property. First the Chedermoved 
in, and then he began to negotiate with the authorities. 
He met the headmaster of a Montessori school who was 
having difficulties in filling his quota of students to 
qualify fully for government subsidized teachers. Reb 
Uri struck a deal with the headmaster and-at his own 
expense-engaged two teachers: one for kindergarten 
and one for the primary school children, in return for 
registration of his children as a subdivision of the Mon
tessori school. 

Amsterdam finally had a Torah school of its own. 
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Infusion of Torah From Abroad 

Reb Uri's married son returned from the Brisker kol
lel in Jerusalem to teach the few older boys Gemora, 
joined by his daughter, who returned from England to 
teach the kindergarten. Several months later, in 1975, 
one of the few bnei Torah of the town succeeded in 
convincing a handful of concerned baalei battim of the 
value of a kollel and what it could do for the city. Within 
six months, early in 1976, seven young families drawn 
from Eretz Yisroel and England, came to Amsterdam and 
began studying as members of the new "Kolle! Cha
cham Tzvi" (named after the famed Rabbi Tzvi Ashke
nazi, who had served as rav in Amsterdam over 200 
years ago), and they found that the chinuch base for their 
own children had already been secured by the Cheder. In 
its six years of existence, the kollel has had an influence 
far out of proportion to its size, having developed as a 
community kollel of the U.S. pattern, reaching out to 
the whole country. 

In the meantime, the Cheder had to contend with many 
problems. Firstly, it had no funds; secondly, it had to 
achieve legal accreditation to ensure long-term survival. 
Fortunately, Reb Uri found support from politicians, 
who were former comrades in arms in the Resistance 
during the war years. After much determined effort, a 
special Royal Decree bearing the signature of the 
Queen's secretary was issued, conferring legal status on 
the fledgling school, and granting financial assistance to 
its secular department. 

As the school grew, more teachers were needed. The 
kollel men's wives were engaged to teach in the kinder
garten and in the girls' department. But fulltime melam
dim had to be brought from Belgium and Eretz Yisroel at 
great expense. 

Fighting the Establishment 
The "establishment," sensing the threat to its stran

glehold on religious endeavors, tried its utmost to crush 
the small school from the outset. At first Reb Uri had 
offered to work together with the establishment, and to 
have it take his school under its wing as a special section 
of its own educational facilities. No one took him 
seriously, not believing that the school would stand a 
chance with the national authorities, if it tried to go it 
alone. 

When the school did begin to assume its own inde
pendent identity, the battle began in earnest. The oppo
sition played upon public emotions, still sensitive from 
the war experience, and accused the school of "separa
tism, breaking the achdus of the community." The cur
riculum was faulted for introducing "East European" 
customs and language (Yiddish-a "mongrel" tongue), 
which were characterized as posing a threat to the ven
erable traditions of Dutch Jewry. All major financial 
trusts and foundations for education were advised to 
withhold support, and the school faced an almost total 
financial blockage. The small amount of money that did 
trickle in came from well meaning friends from abroad. 
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As a result of the defamatory campaign waged by the 
local secularist-controlled Jewish press, people viewed 
the school warily. For the first few years, the number of 
students hovered around thirty, sometimes falling to a 
level where closure by the government authorities was 
feared. The authorities were not unaware of the atti
tude of the Jewish press toward the school. 

Eventually, the school proved itself. A breakthrough 
came, and enrollment increased. The kindergarten had 
to be divided into two sections, and a pre-kindergarten 
nursery was started. At the higher level, the first chil
dren graduating from the primary school had to be 
looked after, so a Mechina l..ayeshiva (comparable to the 
American Mesivta high school) was started for the few 
boys, and a Bais Yaakov for the girls. 

Six of the first group of boys have since gone on to 
yeshivas gedolos in Eretz Yisroel and in Belgium. In the past 
two years, the highest class, consisting of 11- to 13-year 
olds, has successfully completed Perek Hakoness, Hamafkid, 
and Eilu Melziyos~achieving a standard unknown to 
Holland for more than 150 years. 

Still Expanding 
Today, seven years since its founding, the school is 

still expanding, with 100 children enrolled. Having out
grown the original facilities, the authorities have just 
granted it more modern accommodations for the cur
rent school year, a stepping stone to a larger, more 
permanent structure in the following year. · 

But most important is the impact all of this has had 
on the wider community of Amsterdam and on the 
country at large. The mere awareness of the existence 
of a place where Torah learning is being put before that 
of secular knowledge, where the Shulchan Aruch is the 
factor determining which secular studies one learns and 
in what type of teaching environment, this alone has 
caused a refocusing on the meaning of one's Jewishness. 

The contribution being made by the Cheder school to 
the survival of Jewish identity is inestimable. Faced as it 
is with declining membership, with some 90% of its 
youth strong candidates for intermarriage, Dutch Jewry 
is more than a little concerned about the long-term 
prospect of its continuation as a recognizable Jewish 
community. 

Against this background, both the Cheder school and 
kollel are making themselves increasingly sensed as the 
vital organs, around which a new body can be recon
structed, whereby a small country with a glorious past 
in Jewish history in Go/us is being reclaimed from the 
spiritual desert as a bulwark for Torah living. 

* * * 
Reb Uri, 71 years old and now retired, looks some-

what weary but nonetheless defiant. "My difficulties 
are not any less than when I began the Cheder, only 
different. I am humbly grateful to have been chosen as 
the instrument of Hashem Yisborach in this great under
taking and therefore I am confident. You know, I am 
able to sleep at night, thank G-d." 

.?K1W' ioiw iW' K71 C1J~ K7 i1Ji1 1 .. T 
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Exclusive Caterers at the Elegant 

COTILLION TERRACE 
7307 18th Avenue, 

Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Open Chupa--Olatt Kosher 

Accommodations Up To 700 Persons 
We also cater for all \iour s1mchas 

Br1s. K1ddushes. Sheva Brochas e!c 

Your hostso Ml. & Mrs Mickey Montal and Mr. & Mrs. Y1tzchok Neger 
Under Glatt Kosher itt superv1soon Rabbi Yacov Lipschutz (914) 352·4448 

This Pe:sach e:njoy a very special Holiday e:xpcrie:nce: at the: HOST FARM 
CORRAL RESORT, conveniently located in the heart of the: Dutch Amish 

Country just over 2 hours from New York 
• 167 modern lu)(urious rooms all part of the main building • maximum participation 
by 375 guests• special overs'1zed family suites •whirlpool baths in most rooms • 
private dining rooms for family seders • indoor & outdoor tennis • 2 indoor 
swimmms pools • indoor ice sk.atms rink • full health club and spa • 11H outdoor 
sports• paddle boats• horse.back riding with stable on premises• championship 
golf course • 2 giant game rooms • short drive to Hershey Pa. amusement park & 
chco!ate factory • numerous factory outlets in the area 

This Passover, do not be one of the crowd 
Enjoy the: intimate: atmosphere: of the: Host Farm & Corral Resort 

For reservcit1ons call 

ATLAS INTERNATIONAL TOURS 
2 West 4Sth Street, Hew York, N. Y. 10036 (212)921·929!1 

Out of New York TOH Free 1100.!1!11·!1600 

at home synagogue or the ria11 of your cho1ce 
CALL MR. GREENFIELD 853-0700 ...snbrci 41\'\>, > 
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DID 
Over 1000 needy families, unfortunates, the aged and Kolel people 
already receiving constant support and many more unable to buy 
Matzohs and Pesach foods this year are depending upon Kole! America 
- and you - to make their Pesach possible. Don't let them down! 

riin111 •i•pllll :i'ri •:i•·n ,, ,,, z.clri ri:iln,, 
".1i•v "l)I l''T) lUl"I l~!I ''l)l"I •)llU1 l'!I Sllllll"I' 

"American Jews must give Kolel America lkst priority as for 
their own needy." 

Rabbi Moshe Feinstein Rabbi Yaacov Kamenetsky Rabbi Shneur Kotler 
Rabbi S. Moshe Kalmanowitz Rabbi Mordechai Gifter 

Here is my Passover donation for the needy of Israel (as checked): 
0$500 O $250 O $J20 O $50 O $36 O $25 O $JB 0$ __ _ 

A Large Family A Small Family A Couple A Widow A Student An Orphan A Child Other 

I D Send Me A Rabbi Meir Baal Haness 
I Kolel America Charity Pushka. 
•\.---~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Name 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

KOLEL AMERICA 
The American Charity Of 

RABBI MEIR BAAL HANESS 
132 Nassau Street• New York, N.Y. l 0038 

Address 

City -----------------
State ------- Zip 

Donations to Kolel America are tax exempt. 

~--------------------------------------------~ 
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Nechama Bakst 

Woman at the 
Crossroads 

I ease the car out of the driveway, and involuntarily steal a last 
hasty glance over my shoulder. Immediately, I am sorry, but the 
damage is done. The faces I have seen outlined in the window will 

,, ........ remain with me. Forlorn, familiar faces . .. sad eyes following me. 
' Impatiently, I wrench myself away, haling this maudlin melodrama. 

j 
, 

What nonsense, to carry on every morning as though I am some 
sort of criminal abandoning my children, when in reality 1 am only 
one of millions of working mothers who spend some part of each day 
away from home. I speak lo myself firmly: .. In a few short hours I 
will be home. I will feed the baby, fold the laundry, cook supper, and 
otherwise juggle my time as wisely or unwisely as other mothers do. I 
will be home in plenty of time to listen to Chanie's eager chatter, give 
Moishie his juice in his favorite cup, and read them each their special 
bedtime stories. Then why do I feel this jarring pang of guilt? Why 
can't I let well enough alone and incorporate two schedules into one as 
expertly as other working mothers do? 

I suppose it's because I'm not al all sure in my own mind that this is 
the right thing I'm doing-for myself, for my husband, for my 
children. I've mulled over the pros and cons so often I can recite them 
with my eyes closed. The light al the corner turns red, and I find 
myself rehashing if once again. 

The Orthodox Scenario 
This scenario our Orthodox society has created 

----------• seems so inconsistent to me-so paradoxical-it has us 
women scrambling back and forth like tiny figures on a 
chessboard, inexorably marching towards checkmate. 

On the one hand, we are raised in the mold of our 
grandmothers. In age-old tradition, we are geared to 
accept the knowledge that a woman's place is in the 
home, at the helm of her household; that a mother's 
primary duty is to teach, to guide, to inspire her chil
dren. We are brought to realize that a mother is the 
instrumental factor in her children's future, no less 
important in her role than her husband is in his. We 

.:? /,'. c'';.'A'.'.cff come to believe that these concepts are real and true and 
laudable. 

In puzzling contrast, the Bais Yaakov schools, which 
we conscientiously support, transmit a contradictory 
message. From an early age, girls are systematically 
exposed to a curriculum that indoctrinates them with 
the concept that there is no woman more commendable 
than one who goes to work so that her husband may be 
free to learn Torah. In fact, many hundreds of students 
emerge from Bais Yaakov each year, eager to embrace 
this concept of Kolle!, American style. Though a direct 
offshoot of Kollelim in Europe, it is a unique creation of 

Mrs. Bakst (nee Krupenia) lives in Defroil. Her "Lisa and Me/Them and Us" 
appeared in the Nov. '7 3 JO. 
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our generation. For in Europe, where a select few were 
chosen to be supported by others, there were only a 
handful of prize young men who were allowed such 
status. In America, it has become a way of life for 
thousands in the Yeshiva community. 

That may be a very worthy situation. In fact, the 
Torah builders of our generation saw widespread kollel 
participation as an imperative for establishing a solid 
Torah society in the years ahead. 

Nevertheless, if a woman is forced to leave her home 
in order to support her family, isn't she neglecting her 
primary obligation of serving as mother-teacher
guide? Should that function be relegated to part-time, 
as in part-time worker/part-time mother, making her 
only half-way effective? Or might one counter that in 
this instance her earning power is so valuable to the 
family as to justify this choice, without a sense of com
promise? All these arguments I ponder and weigh, try
ing to evaluate each objectively .... 

The Superiority Factor 

The situation is even further complicated by another 
aspect of our changing society, the superiority of the 
Bais Yaakov education. With the rapid growth of 
Orthodox girls' schools all over the country, Bais Yaa
kovs have to be competitive to survive. Where curricula 
in the past dealt mainly with the basics of Torah knowl
edge and hashkofa, today we find a wide range of diversi
fied subjects. Now, a girl who enters Bais Yaakov in the 
elementary grades can be expected to emerge a highly 
knowledgeable young woman. Again, this seems a very 
welcome change. The ramifications, though, may be far 
more serious than we realize. For having set a pattern of 
progressively intensive education on the earlier years, 
we cannot expect this education to end at grade twelve. 

In truth, it could not possibly be otherwise, especially 
in view of the rush of intellectual stimuli women are 
exposed to today, and the great number of opportuni
ties generally open to them. Jewish women are fully 
aware of this intellectual ferment and their religious 
education cannot afford to offer any less. So, here we 
have it: Where, previously, it was a rarity for a girl 
educated in Bais Yaakov to go on for further training, 
today it is the rare Bais Yaakov graduate who does 
otherwise. 

To be sure, the Bais Yaakov-directed goal is to emerge 
as a teacher-or at least as a highly motivated, know
ledgeable young woman dedicated to the loftiest stand
ards of Torah life-and that, often as not, means being a 
struggling Kolle! wife. 

And then there are those who seek other kinds of 
professional advancement, whether for the purpose of 
being a better Kolle! wife, or simply for self-fulfillment. 
So off they go to college or vocational school, and 
emerge as a computer programmer, dental assistant, or 
one of countless other forms of professionals. No mat
ter how you spin the dial, the step after Bais Yaakov is 
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Hebrew Religious Book Co. 
440116thAvenue, Brooklyn,N.Y.11204 

Open Sunday to Thursday 10-6:30/Friday 10-2 
633-5500 438-8414 435-2294 

we have a complete supply of all types of 
Seforim and gifts for sale to merchants, reli
gious book stores, organizations, institutions, 
sy.nagogues, as well as.toindividuals. We stock 
an unrivaled selection for every type of Shas, 
Tur, Shulchan Aruch, Mishnayos, Rambam, 
Mlkraos Gedolos, Yerushalmi, Tehillim, Siddu
ri!JJ, Hagaddos, Machzorirn, as well as com
mentaries on Shas, Rambam, Shutchan Aruch, 
Torah, and works on Chassidus, Kabba/ah, 
History, Literature, and more. 

We accept for distribution all types of Sefo· 
rim, under exceptionally good terms. 

We also wish. to notify the public that we are 
the exclusive distributors Of Machon Yerusha
layim Publications, Makor Publications, as well 
Mishnayos Mevu'eres. 
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virtually the first on a progression that leads to a career. 
But, then comes the question that teases, and then 

haunts us: if we (as the Torah society) honestly intend 
that these young women adhere to their traditional 
roles as mothers dedicating their lives to raising fami
lies, is it fair to gear them for careers they are not 
expected to follow? Thus, we pave the way for frustra
tion and discontent in the contemporary, young Jewish 
woman. 

The Unavoidable Environmental Pollution 

Furthermore, it is an unfortunate truism that there 
are many places of business where women seek em
ployment which do not meet the standards of our 
Orthodox society. In the face of the woman's contribu
tion to the family welfare, making it possible for her 
husband to reach for the highest levels of Torah scho
larship, are we to overlook this argument as well as the 
ones previously mentioned? Or, are there other alter
natives for one who is seriously committed to helping in 
the support of her family? For example, there are surely 
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scores of offices, in yeshivos and otherwise, where the 
environments do meet the standards of acceptability. 
Certainly, if a woman chooses to go out into the mar
ketplace, she should do so only with strict limitations; 
she must be select, learn to discriminate among the 
myriad positions that have recently become accessible 
to the contemporary woman. 

Of course, it is undeniable that there is a certain 
amount of contact with unwholesome aspects of the 
outside world present in any position, as reputable as it 
may be. Were we living in another era, that would 
surely be a basis for contention. We must reluctantly 
concede, though, that today there are no ivory towers 
where one can seclude himself from the rough edges of 
the outside world. One has only to enter a doctor's 
waiting room, for instance, or climb onto a public bus, to 
be immediately assailed with the sharp taste of reality. 
In fact, whether we go to work or stay at home, we 
cannot hope to deny the turbulent world which must 
inevitably touch our daily lives. 

A Mother's Contrary Emotions 

This rationale seems so perfect ... so logical. .. so ... 
so rational . .. and yet ... and yet ... who can account for 
the contrary emotions of a mother. Instead of satisfac
tion, I feel only doubt and resentment; instead of fulfil
lment, I am racked with guilt. 

And so I find myself al the wheel of my car, lost in thought, 
agonizing over my dilemma. The light turns green, but I, locked into 

Frankel's Seforim Shrank 
Large Selection Of 

Wall Units & Bookcases 
At Unbelievable Prices 

WOOD BOOKCASE-84x36 
COMPLETELY ADJUSTABLE TO FIT ALL SIZE SEFORIM 

Also Wood SEFORIM 
SHRANKS with Glass 

Doors For Very 
Reasonable Prices 

SUN.: 1-5 P.M. 
MON.-THURS. 

7:30 P.M. to 9:00 P.M. 

FOR AS LOW AS 

$149.00 
$10 additional per 
unit, for delivery 

& assembling 

ALSO AVAILABLE IN 30", 36", 48", 60", 72" HEIGHTS 

1821-53rd St., B'klyn, N.Y. (Side Entrance) 

259-7326 / 633-0512 
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a no-win situation, am too preoccupied to notice until it turns red 
again. Soon, I will have to come to some sort of conclusion-but what 
conclusion is there? For every argument I cast in favor of going to 
work, I seem to find an equally reasonable argument to refute it. I am 
afraid I will have to go on in this unstable manner, careening between 
pro and con. Today for-and tomorrow against; today seemingly 
content, tomorrow torn with guilt. 

Hazily I grope for direction, switching in mid-thought 
to a different angle. What if it were possible for a 
woman to go to work and be at the same time, not only 
as good a mother, but a better mother for it? What if the 
fact that she has an outside stimulus allows her to grow, 
to mature, thus giving her the impetus to meet her 
children's demands with patience and humor, rather 
than with pent-up anger and resentment? 

The Individual Variation 

Perhaps, there is no ready-made solution, after all, 
nor a need for one. If there are no positives and no 
negatives, then there is no need for guilt. Perhaps the 
concept of what's right or wrong is irrelevant here. 
What should be relevant is the way each individual 
mother feels about her need to leave and her need to 
return. Who says that spending twenty-four hours a 
day exclusively with one's children is the only way to 
achieve perfect motherhood? 

I know of mothers who work mornings and wouldn't 
dream of enrolling their three-year-old toddlers in 
afternoon school because they feel that a child that age 
needs to be with his mother at least part of the day. And 
I know mothers who don't work but send two-year-old 
children who can barely utter an intelligible syllable to 
school from 9 to 4 because of their own inability to cope. 

I know of working women who have vacation during 
the summer months and spend hours each day taking 
their children on outings ... while their non-working 
counterparts ship their youngsters off to camp for the 
entire summer to give themselves a breather. I would 
venture to say that if the hours could be counted either 
way, one might come up with some surprising figures. 

It's true that when I come home from work, I am 
often physically worn-out. But what mother who has to 
care for small children isn't? And coming back from a 
few hours away from home leaves my mind fresh with 
ideas, keyed up with life, recharged for a new and better 
existence. No small measure of my satisfaction is due to 
the knowledge that with my support, my husband is 
attaining the highest pinnacles of Torah scholarship, 
and our children derive the full benefits of our combined 
efforts .... So, perhaps when !leave each day and a little 
bit of me dies, at the same time something new is born. 
If I come home rejuvenated and refreshed with a 
renewed sense of well-being and value, doesn't that 
make me a better mother for it? 

The light at the corner turns green; cars sound their horns 
impatiently, arousing me finally from my reverie, telling me there is 
work to be done. ~'I'. 
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The Passover Haggadah by 
Rabbi Joseph Elias. Offering 
new dimensions of meaning 
and profundity culled from 
two thousand years of classic 
Torah literature. 

The Haggadah Treasuiy by 
Rabbi Nosson Scherman. A 

delightful storehouse of 
insights, interpretations, and 

parables for personal 
enrichment and Seder 

retelling. 

The Family Haggadah. The 
perfect quantity Haggadah. 
Inexpensive enough to give 
to everyone at your Seder 
table. Complete Haggadah 
with translation and 
capsulized commentary. 

The Mishnah Vol. II 
!Pesachim/Sheka/im) by 

Rabbi Hersh Gofdwurm, ~~~~ Make your Passover 
complete with the study of 

ArtScrofl's Mishnah Pesachim 
- the dearest and most 

extensive treatment ever in 
English. 

Shir HaShirim/Song of Songs 
by Rabbi Meir Zlotowitz. 
With unsurpassed beauty, 
feeling, and holiness, King 
Solomon allegorizes the love 
between the Creator and 
Israel. Read on Shabbos Chol 
HaMoed. 

A Treasury of Chassid'ic Tales 
on the FesUvals Vol. II by 

Rabbi Sh/omo Yosef Zevin. A 
collection of inspirational 

chassidic stories pertaining to 
the festivals. Pesach through 

Tishah B'Av. 

Seasons of the Soul edited by Rabbi Nisson 
Wolpin. Perceptive, inspiring, and incisive 
essays on all the festivals by 36 Torah 
luminaries of contemporary and past 
generations. Anthologized from the pages 
of The Jewish Observer. 

Mesorah Publications, ltd. 
1969 Coney Island Av./Brooklyn, N.Y 1!223 
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GUARANTEE
Israel's Generation 

for Torah! 
The Board of Governors and 

National Dinner Committee of 

Chinuch Atzmai 

~"K::l ~Ko:lvn lUnn t:iio 
cordially invite you to attend the 

Twenty Ninth National Dinner 

Sunday, April 25, 1982 

:l"Olt' n 1''K ':l 

The New York Hilton 

Guest of Honor: 

Rabbi Avrahom Yoseph Schapira, K"l!l''itu 
Noted Israeli Industrialist, Knesset Member, 
and Chairman of the Government Coalition 

Torah Schools for lsrael
Chinuch Atzmai 

167 Madison Ave., New York, N.Y. 10016 
(212) 889-0606 

KARKAINISRAEL 
Take advantage of the opportunity to purchase 
cemetery plots in Eretz Yisroel in Mifgash Shimshon 
near Yerushalayim through our newly established 
CHEVRAH OSEH CHESED OF AGUDATH ISRAEL 
Membership in the Chevra entitles one to all benef
its which accompany the services of a Chevra Kadi
sha and interment. When you purchase a plot from 
the Chevra Oseh Chesed of Agudath Israel, you are 
supporting the many Agudist activities especially 
the Pirchei and Bnos activities as well as a Free Loan 
Fund in Israel. (212) 791-1800 

To 
Koll el 

Yungeleit 
The Minneapolis and Winnipeg Mini
Kolel programs-each providing four 
kollel yungeleit the opportunity to 
teach and continue their own learn
ing and shteiging-have proven so 
successful that other cities are inter
ested in the same concept. We are 
ready to meet kollel yungeleit to dis
cuss the opportunities. 

Please call: 

Avi Shulman, Torah Umesorah 
212-674-674 

MESIVTA 
M'KOR CHAIM 

1600 55th Street, Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Under the 

personal guidance and leadership of 
Hagaon Rav Binyomin Paler K"ll'?w 

Announces Registration 
For The Coming School Year 

•Complete Mesivta program, Grades 9 thru 12. 
•Night Sedorim in the Yeshiva Gedola Beis 

Hamidrash. 
• New spacious school building. 
• Newly renovated dormitory facility. 
• General Studies High School recognized by 

N.Y. State Education Dept. 
• 8th Grade level English class offered. 

To register call the Yeshiva 

851-0183 or 851-0197 
RABBI BORUCH SAKS, Menahel 

RABBI SHOLEM KASTEN, Principal General Studies. 
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BOOKS 

Halacha Literature in English 
For the Newly Religious 

A Review Article (continued) 
Two "Complete" Books 

The movement back to Judaism, which we witness 
today, is highlighted by the popularity of the ever 
increasing number of works which are meant to intro
duce the rank beginner to the basics of Judaism, such as 
Leo T repp' s Complete Book of Jewish Observance, published by 
Behrman House in 1980 and Living Jewish by Michael 
Asheri, which saw a second edition published by Everest 
House in the same year. Books of this type are obviously 
not halachic works in the strict sense of the word; yet 
their readers-who run into multitudes, to judge from 
the proliferation and success of such works-look to 
them for enlightenment on the laws, customs, and way 
of life of the Jew. The accuracy or inaccuracy of the 
information that they provide is therefore of great con
cern to us. 

This reviewer will not discuss Leo T repp's book at any 
length. The author aims to present Judaism "from the 
standpoint of each of the major branches of Judaism," all 
of whom he considers "the words of the living G-d." 
Needless to say, while he effectively conveys Reform 
and Conservative thinking, he totally fails to do justice 
to the essence and teachings of authentic traditional 
Judaism. His anthropological speculations about the 
origins of some of the mitzvos are particularly repugnant. 
It is regrettable that this book-a selection of the Jewish 
Book Club-will mold some people's impression of what 
Judaism truly is. 

A Book of "Great Warmth," But-

In contrast, Michael Asheri's book is written from an 
Orthodox viewpoint, though it addresses itself primar
ily to the uninformed and alienated Jew; the author lists 
Reform practices and tells his readers that he will not 
preach to them how Jewish they should be-but seeks to 
show them how Jewish they can be, and projects 
Orthodox Judaism as maximal Judaism. The book jacket 
states that the book is"written with great warmth," and 
that is true; it also claims, however, that it is written 
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"with impeccable scholarship'' and that, unfortunately, 
is not true. While, obviously, great diligence has gone 
into the preparation of this work, it is regrettably 
marred by many major inaccuracies. Thus we find (p. 
43) that, if nobody better is available, "it is perfectly 
permissible for a non-Jewish physician to do (the cir
cumcision) with the father ... reciting the appropriate 
blessing," whereas (p. 56) "in the case of a man who is a 
Jew by birth but who was circumcized by a non-Jewish 
physician without the proper blessing being said, he 
must have [hatofas dam bris]." In reality, of course, a 
non-Jew should never do the circumcision, and the 
requirement of hatofas dam bris dpes not depend on 
whether a blessing was said by an attendant Jew. Of 
much less seriousness but equally puzzling is the 
author's assertion that "it is prohibited for the mother 
of the child to be present" at his bris. 

On p. 71 the author states that "marriage between 
Jew and non-Jew is forbidden .... Once such a marriage 
has taken place, however, it is recognized as legitimate 
... nor is the couple considered to be 'living in sin.'" The 
inability of the author to cope with halachic issues is 
vividly shown in his treatment of the question of the 
Kashrus of cheese, and in his statement that"the rule [of 
bittul beshishim] applies only to forbidden mixtures such 
as meat and milk and certainly does not apply to sub
stances, such as pork, for example, which are forbidden 
in themselves. Even the tiniest amount of such a sub
stance would make the entire product treiff' (p. 134). 
There are many more confusing and misleading pas
sages, which cannot all be enumerated here. Let nobody 
underestimate the problem posed by them. If any reader 
of this review doubts that people turn to this book for 
halachic guidance, let him refer to the Jewish Press of 
January 23, 1981, where a reader poses a question con
cerning the start of Shabbos in Alaska, which he bases on 
a statement in Asheri's book. Since the author genuinely 
wants to provide guidance to authentic Torah teach
ings, his work should be carefully revised to eliminate all 
mistakes-and I would also suggest a rewriting of the 
last chapter, on Science and Evolution, in which the 
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author puts forward interpretations of the biblical text 
that no Torah scholar could countenance. 

The Origins of Jewish Customs: The Jewish Child, by 
Avrohom Yechezkel Bloch (Berman Books, New York, 1980 
$6.00 paperback, $10.00 hardcover) 

This book represents the first part of a work meant to 
cover the whole range of Jewish customs. This slim 
volume deals with bris, naming of a child, Pidyon Hoben, 
the first haircut, and education. It stresses that it is not 
meant as a halachic guide but wants to convey the 
knowledge and an appreciation of mitzvos as they are 
observed in practice, and to kindle love and loyalty to 
them. Drawing on many classical sources, the author 
provides a very complete survey of the areas covered in 
this volume. There is some awkwardness of language
and some Yiddishisms-but they do not interfere with 
the readability of the material offered. 
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The Minhagim, the Customs and Ceremonies of Juda
ism, Their Origins and Rationale, by Rabbi Abraham Chill 
(New York, 1979, Sepher-Hermon Press, $13.95 Hard
cover) 

Turning to Rabbi Abraham Chill's The Minhagim, we 
find, in total contrast, a responsible scholarly work that 
covers all aspects of Jewish life and weaves together the 
laws and customs that govern them. The author has 
used a very wide range of classical sources, which has 
enabled him to offer varied and often very striking 
interpretations of even those customs that the reader 
may be familiar with; for instance, since the removal of 
chomelz before Pesach also symbolizes the removal of the 
yeilzer hora (evil inclination) the reader will appreciate the 
kabbalistic interpretation of the ten pieces of bread 
which it is customary to hide (pp. 133/4). This reviewer 
regrets, though, the author's quoting of the Olzar Yisroel 
and the Encyclopedia Judaica as sources, since neither of 
these works can be accepted as reliable guides to Torah 
usage. 

Needless to say, when a work offers literally hundreds 
of interpretations, there will be room for differences of 
opinion or formulation. Yet this reviewer cannot see 
how one can describe the halachic prohibition on bare
headedness during prayer as merely the reaction against 
non-Jewish custom (p. XX). To say that between Aliyos 
"it is permissible to whisper" (p. 77) may be in accord 
with general practice, but would appear to contradict 
the Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chayim 146:2); and it may be 
too harsh to speak of Reuben's sin as the author does on 
p. 46, in the light of the Rabbis' interpretation of the 
relevant passage. Does "the vast majority of Jewish 

Try Our Crispy 
Tasteful Matzohs 

Baked.On Our 
New Improved Machines 

Under the Hashgacha of the 
Beis Din Zedek of Kahal Adas Yereim 

RAV EZRIEL LEIBOWITZ, N"!!i'7tv 
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ADAS YEREIM .MATZOH PROD. 
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148 Lee Ave., B'klyn, N.Y. (212) 855-3964 
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homes" really follow the view that Shabbos starts for a 
man when his wife lights the candles (p. 105)? And is 
malzoh ashira (e.g. egg matzos) really permitted after the 
first seder night (p. 136)? 

Yet these are minor points in a work that will 
undoubtedly greatly enrich a reader's perception and 
appreciation of the Torah's teachings. The author 
stresses in the introduction that he does not pretend to 
have written the last word on minhagim-and indeed 
that his book will no doubt be found to have some 
inadvertent omissions and errors-but he has done 
very well, indeed, by his topic and by his readers. 

Menucha V'Simcha: A Guide to Basic laws and Themes 
of Shabbos and Y om Tov and their Applications in 
Theory and Practice. by Rabbi Mordechai Katz. Jewish Edu
cation Program (JEP) Publications, Brooklyn, N.Y. 1982. 
Hardcover $7.95; Softcover $5.95. 

In the previous article on Halacha in English, this 
reviewer discussed several books published in the 
Rothman Foundation series of Agudath Israel's Jewish 
Education Program (JEP); a new volume in this series, 
Menucha V'Simcha, has just appeared. This "Guide to the 
Basic laws and Themes of Shabbos and Yorn Tov and 
their Applications in Theory and Practice" was written 
by Rabbi Mordechai Katz, along the same lines as the 
preceding volumes. For each of the special days in the 
Jewish year, there is an introduction, followed by a 
succinct statement of the major laws applying to it, with 
special attention to those details most relevant in prac
tice. The lower part of each page is devoted to stories, 
parables, ideas and explanations connected with the 
special day that is being presented. The entire compen
dium should thus prove most useful and inspiring to a 
reader who is searching for knowledge and insight, and 
at the same time it will be of great value as a source book 
for group leaders and counselors. It should be menti
oned that the profits of this work will go to benefit the 
various JEP projects for Kiruv Rechokim. 
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I The Jewish Education Program {JEPJ 
takes great pride in announcing the completion 

of the 
Rothman Foundation Series 

m1n11r>w111 m1n 111J11r> 
A Guide to Basic Laws and Themes of 

Shabbos and Yorn Tov and their Applications 
1n Theory and in Practice. 

Relevant 
anecdotes, 
stones. and 
parables that 
add insight and 
meaning to the 
observance of 
the lavvs 

By Rabbi Mordechai Katz 
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Correction 
In the review of The Festival in Halacha by Rabbi S. Y. 

Zevin, the translation was not credited correctly. The 
book was translated by Shlomo Fox-Ashrei and edited 
by Uri Kaploun. 

A Comprehensive Compendium of Halacha 

The Concise Code of Jewish Law, by Rabbi Gersion Appel 
Vol. 1 (New York, 1977, Ktav Publishing House $7.95 
softcover, $12.95 hardcover) 

Even though we are legitimately concerned with the 
accuracy of the halachic information provided by books 
on the Jewish way of life, we must remember that these 
works do not present themselves as halachic compendia. 
We cannot and should not expect of them the degree of 
comprehension and depth of treatment, or of precision 
and clarity of formulation that must be demanded of a 
halachic code. 

Unfortunately, until quite recently, no code of Jewish 
law, covering all its areas, was available in English 
except for Goldin's translation of the Kitzur Shulchan 
Aruch. While the language of this translation was often 
awkward and unclear, there were at least no questions 
raised by the content, since it followed the Kitzur in 
every respect. Yet there were a number of problems. 
Written over 100 years ago in Central Europe, the Kilzur 
deals with many cases that ai:e not relevant to us and 

does not provide guidance on many questions raised by 
our contemporary world. Moreover, the Kitzur reflects 
the halachic usage of the country in which it was writ
ten; since its composition, halachic works-notably the 
Mishna Brura-have appeared that try to embody the 
varied opinions and customs found within Torah Jewry. 
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It is undoubtedly against this background that Rabbi 
Gersion Appel undertook to write The Concise Code of 
Jewish Law, compiled from Kitzur Shulchan Aruch and tradi
tional sources. This volume-which covers the daily 
prayers, blessings, kashrus and a variety of other mitzvos 
(such as the prohibitions on tatooing, shaving, men 
wearing women's garments, Orlo, and the various 
forms of Kilaim and Shaatnez)-represents an extraordi
nary effort. The text is a statement in clear and very 
readable language of the basic halacha usually taking the 
Kitzur as its starting point, but diverging from it or 
adding to it where the author felt it proper to follow 
other poskim (thus, for instance, the author includes 
the six "Mitzvos of the heart," as outlined by the Chaye 
Adami. Footnotes on each page provide further details 
and applications of the halacha with particular attention 
to contemporary problems and issues; in the back of the 
volume, the sources for the author's decision are given 
(as well as, occasionally, divergent views). A glossary 
and a full list of topics covered in the footnotes round off 
the book. 

Of course, a work of this nature is much more useful 
to the average reader than an English translation of the 
Kitzur; but to the extent that its author is not a translator 
but a poseik (decisor), it also puts a much greater respon
sibility on him. This is particularly true because he has 
written in English. As a result, many who desire hala
chic guidance but cannot study the Hebrew texts will 
use this wofk as their standard resource book-and, 
unlike the student who is familiar with Hebrew texts 
and knows to take their statements and finer nuances in 
the context of the Masa Umalan Shel Halacha-the flow of 
halachic give and take-they will take each and every 
statement without proper understanding of the author's 
considerations. Beyond the wide circles of the unlearned 
and latecomers to Torah learning, the publishers of this 
volume moreover visualize an even wider audience; 
they sent copies to all day schools pointing out its use
fulness as a basic classroom text for the study of dinim, as 
well as a reference work for teachers and a guide to 
parents. When evaluated in the light of these considera
tions, this work leaves the reviewer with some 
questions. 

Beyond Scholarly Accuracy 

In the first part of this article (JO April '81), this 
reviewer suggested several essential criteria for hala
chic works in English, above and beyond their scholarly 
accuracy (which, in the present work, is certainly 
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beyond question). In the first place, the presentation 
must be sufficiently clear and systematic to be adequate 
even for the halachically unschooled; the needs and 
understanding of the audience must govern what is 
included and what is left out; and the work must reflect, 
as far as at all possible, the widest authoritative consen
sus on what is generally accepted halacha, providing full 
source references and, where necessary, divergent 
views as footnotes. As mentioned previously, the pres
entation of the material in this volume is generally 
excellent. However, a few topics (notably, how many 
men are needed for Chazoras Hashatz and Krias Ha Torah, 
and the calculation of the prayer times) should have 
been presented much more clearly to avoid confusing 
the uninformed reader; for the same reason, some cate
gorical statements would have benefitted from being 
qualified (such as the statement (p. 89 v. I) that when
ever one has to repeat the Shemona Esrei, he may do so by 
listening to the Chazan; having chosen to rule like Rav 
Henkin, against the opinion of the Mishna Brura, the 
author should at least have added that one can only do 
so if the Chazan does not say "Modim" silently, as unfor
tunately is done in most synagogues. 
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Dealing with Difficult Issues 

What this reviewer is more concerned with, however, 
is the author's handling of certain difficult issues in 
contemporary American Jewish life. The author makes 
it clear that, according to a strict application of the law, a 
Shabbos desecrator is not to be counted for a minyan, and 
that aliyos should be reserved for those who accord 
honor to the Torah; he proceeds to point out that, in 
counting for a minyan, except for a man married to a 
Gentile, "many authorities have adopted a lenient view, 
in the face of widespread non-observance of the Sab
bath" (p. 63); but he goes on to say that "as a rule, no 
worshipper is to be denied the privilege of being called to 
the Torah occasionally, provided he has not married out 
of the faith or forsaken the Jewish faith," and that in the 
case of one married to a Gentile "where it is deemed 
advisable, as in recognition of charitable and beneficient 
deeds, it is permitted to accord him some other favor" (p. 
106). There are indeed Teshuvos (responsa) ruling to that 
effect-but there is a vast difference between publish
ing in Hebrew, for rabbinic scholars, decisions that are 
"bedi'eved," for difficult situations, or putting them into 
an English work of this nature. When the latter is done, 
we inevitably help turn a "bedi'eved" into a norm, or at 
least an acceptable standard, however little we may 
want to do so. 
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Moreover, on a number of issues which are particu
larly acute today, the author has chosen to follow one 
opinion while not mentioning that there is another 
which is also valid and represents the established prac
tice of considerable segments of Torah Jewry. Thus, in 
listing the circumstances under which Krias Shema may 
not be read, he omits any mention of the uncovered hair 
of married women, basing himself on the Aruch Hashul
chan and disregarding those who in theory and practice 
hold differently (p. 36). While urging loyalty to the 
tradition of a Bima, he states that "it is not now forbid
den to pray in a synagogue which does not have the Bima 
in the center" (p. 58), and, in the footnotes, he gives the 
required height of the Machitza as 18 tefachim (p. 308); yet 
it is surely no disrespect to the poskim on whose responsa 
these statements appear to be based, to acknowledge 
that there are Rabbinic authorities whose Mesorah leads 
them to different and more stringent conclusions. On 
the much discussed question of women putting on tefil
lin, he states that, "while some authorities are of the 
opinion that a woman may observe the mitzva of tefillin 
.. , it has not been traditional practice for women to 
wear tefillin" (p. 43). Even if the author meant to say that 
it has been traditional practice for women not to wear 
tefillin, this reviewer does not feel that even this state
ment adequately reflects the consensus of halachic opin
ion (the Ramoh states bluntly that they are to be stopped 
from putting on tefillin). Certainly this reviewer sees no 
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basis for a woman" saying the KJ>ddish quietly to herself 
as it is being recited aloud in the synagogue" (p. 119). 
The Kaddish has been specifically instituted to be recited 
aloud before a minyan of men, with the audience 
responding rather than saying along. 

Norms for a World Away from Boro Park and Monsey 

It is important to understand that Rabbi Appel is here 
contending with the realities of a large part of the 
Orthodox community, its problems and issues, particu
larly on the fringes or outside the major Orthodox 
population centers. It is a world far from the Chassidim 
shteiblach and Yeshiva minyanim of, say, Boro Park or 
Monsey, a world in which one worries over intermar
riage and Chillul Shabbos, and where it is necessary to 
warn that a synagogue may not be used for social danc
ing or that one cannot read "Krias Shema" while seeing a 
woman immodestly exposed on television. Against this 
setting, the author is trying to provide guidance that can 
be halachically supported and yet would appear practical 
and realistic. 

Yet, such an approach has its dangers. If carried too 
far in an excessive desire to accommodate the unlearned 
and unwilling, it can appear to give respectability to a 
static kind of Jewish practice; in contrast, by stressing a 
consensus based on the ideal standards of Torah obser
vance, we can help move the American Torah commun
ity in that direction; where these ideals cannot be 
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attained we will have to refer the public to competent 
Rabbinic advice-but at least we are setting up dynamic 
and challenging norms, rather than settling for an unsa
tisfactory status quo. The story of Torah Jewry in 
America is marked by the progress made as a result of 
refusals to" settle" -whether in the area of Kosher wine 
and better standards of Matzo production, Cholov Yisroel 
or kosher Mezuzos, or in the fundamental areas of 
yeshiva and Beth Jacob education and the rise of kolle
lim. This reviewer remembers being told 35 years ago 
by the national head of an Orthodox institution that we 
have to accept the fact that between Pittsburgh and the 
Pacific no more synagogues with mechitzos will be built; 
and he was present, some years later, when Torah 
Umesorah was assured that insistance on separating 
boys and girls in Torah education would in effect spell 
the end of the Day School movement. In fact, the com-

promises that are usually connected with the label of 
"Modern Orthodoxy" (JO June '70) were made to pro
mote Torah Jewry but have been widely recognized not 
to have had that effect; it has been admitted, even by its 
detractors, that what is often called "Shtiebel-Or
thodoxy" is today the most dynamic wing within the 
Torah community. Needless to say, such considerations 
can and should have no bearing on the determination of 
the halacha in any specific case that is presented to a Rav. 
But when halacha is presented in popular form, to the 
wider public, for its general guidance, it would certainly 
appear wisest to state the halachic norms that are "lechat
chilah" desirable, and encourage the reader faced with 
specific problems to consult a competent Rabbinic 
authority. Following such a policy would, in this re
viewer's view, greatly enhance the value of the major 
and outstanding undertaking represented by this work. 
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Mordechai Schiller 

Naders of the 
Holy Ark 

Kosher Consumerism 
There are 12 grams of protein in a cup of cholov Yisroel 
yougurt. And that's 30% of the U.S. Recommended 
Daily Allowance. There are 17 grams of carbohydrates, 
and less than 2% of the U.S.R.D.A. of Vitamin C, Niacin 
and Iron. But it also has a full 40% of the allowance of 
calcium. 

How do I know all of this? If you've looked in your 
refrigerator lately, you11 have noticed that yet another 
trend in American society has hit the Jewish commun
ity: consumerism. 

Jews were never immune to outside influences, but 
this time, the effects seem totally positive. 

The truth is, though, that consumerism is not new to 
us at all. Which Orthodox Jew today doesn't check every 
food label for an alphabet soup of kashrus symbols? And, 
you don't have to be too street-smart to know that 

"But, it says 'pure vegetable shortening'!" 
went out with 

"But, what could be wrong with ice cream?" 
Whatever problems there may be in kashrus today, in a 

very real sense, the awareness of the need for supervi
sion is a major success. 

Somehow, though, the awareness has been mostly 
limited to products that are actually consumed. (One 
happy exception to this is the inroad made by the Shatnes 
Laboratory.) 

Until recently, however, one entire area of mitzvos 
has suffered a schizoid existence: Everybody knows 
about it; most religious Jews do it. But, almost nobody 
does it right. 

For some odd reason, many of the very same people 
who demand a seal of approval on their peanut butter 
assume that their lefillin and mezuzos couldn't possibly be 
unkosher. 

"After all," they say, "these things are produced for 
religious purposes-And only religious men are writing 
them .... 

"Aren't they?!" 
Readers of The Jewish Observer may remember an arti

cle by Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan (Sept. '75) about the kashrus 
problem in lefil/in and mezuzos. Shortly after that article 

Mordechai Schiller, an Rdvertising consulf!lnt, is a co-author of Jerusalem 
Echoes Almanac, published by Or Somayach/Tanenbaum College. 
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appeared, a new watchdog agency was formed-The 
Vaad Mishmereth Stam. 

One New York newspaper called the Vaad "The 
Ralph Naders of the Torah." And, like Nader, they 
slowly built up public awareness in the face of op
position-somehow it just seemed unthinkable to most 
people that there was wholesale fraud in religious arti
cles. And it was even more unthinkable right after 
someone plunked down $100 for mezuzos that the nice 
religious man in the store said were kosher. 

Odds are, the man in the store also thought they were 
kosher-because the nice distributor who sold them to 
him said they came from a nice dealer in Jerusalem with 
a beard down to here. 

But the Vaad Mishmereth Stam ~ept plugging away 
and, eventually, thousands of people started checking 
their lefil/in and mezuzos. And, as it turned out, somebody 
wasn't so nice .... Some 90°/o of all mezuzos checked were 
pasul (unfit for use). 

And here's where the consumerism really came in. 
After seeing what Nader did in Detroit, American Jews 
began to realize the tremendous power they wield-the 
power of the purse. 

The First Victory 

The first consumer victory came in 1977 with the 
passage in New York State of a Consumer Protection 
Law on Mezuzos and Tefillin. The law, drafted by the 
Commission on Legislation and Civic Action of Agu
dath Israel of America, meant a new, powerful weapon 
against religious fraud: Anyone selling a pasul mezuzah 
could now be brought to court-and face criminal 
charges. 

Action is now being taken on a newly discovered 
fraud. Many cases have been brought to light of mezuzos 
printed on paper or parchment. But when a bar mitzvah 
boy in Woodridge, New York, got a new pair of tefillin, 
his rabbi, Yaakov Dov T aubenfliegel, had them checked
and found them to contain parshios printed on parch
ment. Shmuel Prager, General Counsel of Agudath 
Israel's Commission on Legislation and Civic Action, 
has already secured a refund for the boy's father, and he 
is working together with the Vaad Mishmereth Stam to 
track down the manufacturer. 

29 



Still, as Rabbi Mosher Sherer, President of Agudath 
Israel of America and Chairman of the Agudath World 
Organization, recently pointed out-an unforeseen 
problem nearly wiped out the benefits of the hard-won 
Mezuzah Fraud Law. 

With great difficulty, Agudath Israel pushed through 
the wording that lefillin and mezuzos must conform with 
'"Orthodox Jewish religious law.'" "But, to my consterna
tion, we found hundreds of mezuzos marked kosher by 
the Chief Rabbinate of Israel," charged Rabbi Sherer. 
"The Chief Rabbinate certainly fulfilled the New York 
State law; it is an Orthodox rabbinate. But, when we 
gave these mezuzos in to be checked, they were absolutely 
pasul. ... We could not do anything about it-until the 
Vaad Mishmereth Stam convinced the Chief Rabbinate 
that they were being deceived. Now our attorneys can 
stop the sale of these invalid mezuzos." 

In a letter to the Vaad, Rabbi Yechiel Y. Halevi, Secre
tary General of the Chief Rabbinate, wrote: 

"We have publicized and informed both those res
ponsible for bringing about these serious deeds, and the 
general public, that articles of Stam* which were sup
posedly inspected under the supervision of the Chief 
Rabbinate of Israel cannot now be relied upon.'' 

And Rabbi Simcha HaCohen Kook, Chief Rabbi of 
the Rechovot district, wrote that all official inspection 
laboratories "may not use and hold the stamp which 
bears the mark of the Chief Rabbinate of Israel, until 
arrangements are made for observance of the halachos 
in their proper manner." 

Rabbi Kook also asked that the Vaad make all efforts 
necessary to complete the research for and publication 
of its Halachic Encyclopedia of the Sacred Alphabet, to help set 
standards of observance. 

"We don't have any easy solutions," adds Albert 
Sokol, Vaad administrator, "but one thing's for sure
people aren't going to put up with shoddy merchandise 
anymore." 

An Old Problem 
As a consumer myself, I already had some familiarity 

with the problem of pasul mezuzos before. I knew, for 
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Coated parchment: easier writing, but the fellers peel off. 
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instance, that the small rnezuzos written on coated 
parchment are not very good. Even in the rare case 
where they are written well, the coating tends to crack 
when they are rolled up to put in the case. 

Basically, I always figured that if you stay with the 
big, nice-looking mezuzos, you were safe. While there 
may be some truth to that, ifs as safe as signing a 
"standard" contract-without reading the small print. 

When I met the people at the Vaad Mishmereth Stam, 
I was surprised to find that the real issue is an entirely 
different problem: Most mezuzos, regardless of shape and 
size, are not usable-because the letters are not formed 
according to halacha. 

The real issue is that most people writing tefillin and 
mezuzos are not trained sofrim (scribes). In fact, the market 
is flooded with mezuzos written by amateur calligraphers
sometimes even by children. 

But the sad fact is that even many "professional" 
sofrim are not adequately trained. They simply don't 
know all the technicalities of the 27 letters of the sacred 
alphabet (the 22 of the Alef Beis, plus the five end-of
word letters). 

If this were just one more "lost art," it would be sad 
enough. But the "art" we're talking about is halacha. And 
even one letter written not according to halacha makes a 
whole mezuzah pasul. And putting on lefillin with even 
one misshapen letter is like putting on an empty box .... 
That adds up to not observing the mitzva, plus a daily 
bracha levatal'a (blessing said in vain). 

Still, what came as the biggest shock to me was that 
this is not a new problem. Far from it. In fact, 700 years 
ago, Rishonim lamented the problem. 

Rabbi Moshe Mekutzi, the SMAG (Sefer Mitzvos Ha
Gadol), travelled throughout Spain to campaign for 
kosher lefillin and mezuzos. Also taking up the cause, 
Rabbi Shimshon Ben Eliezer, the Baruch SheOmar, waged 
a one-man war against unconscientious sofrim. 

"They invalidate their work and undermine the 
community. And, if I had the power, I would drive them 
out of the field as I did in Luzitz (Germany)." 

His disciple, Rabbi Yorn Tov Lipman of Mihelhoizn 
wrote a halachic tract, Alpha-Beta, in which he bemoaned, 

Due to our many transgressions, even most of 
our elders and sages no longer know the proper 
form of the holy letters .... Not to mention the 
fact that most Sofrim are not careful about the 
details of these forms. 

Some are not certified scribes. But I have even 
seen "experts" who blunder .... let alone those 
who are not trained and sin without knowing. 

And do not think that if a child can recognize the letters ii is 
sufficient. For the script that was written by the hand of G-d is 
no trivial matter. No, these forms and the profound meaning 
of their construction were given at Sinai . ... 

Leaders of every generation since then have voiced 
the same protest. Like those notorious cantors who ate 

~An acroynm for Seforim, Tefilli11 and Mezuzos. 
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on Yorn Kippur, scores of non-observant Jews found 
writing scrolls a comfortable, heimish way to make a 
living-even if they didn't believe in the words they 
wrote. 

The Aruch haShulchan cried bitterly: 
"We live in a profligate generation, when due to our many 

transgressions, the Faith has weakened. And sofrim have 
multiplied like locusts. One town in particular we know of, to 
our sorrow, where there are hundreds of sofrim-most of 
whom are not G-d fearing. And from there the disease has 
spread lo all the cities of our land . ... " 

Fun-loving Sofrim 
One incredible account comes from a non-orthodox 

source. The Memorial Volume fort he Town of Mir, published 
by Blumenthal Publishers, Tel Aviv. 

The book devotes an entire chapter to the sofrim of 
Mir, who, the author boasts, were "men of great intel
lect and culture" -including Bundists, Communists, 
firemen, musicians and actors .... In loving detail, the 
author describes the annual Chanukah bash, where the 
sofrim of Mir demonstrated their drinking prowess: 
"And it was well known that, in all the city, there were 
no drinkers like the sofrim and parchment makers at 
their gatherings. And these parties were open to all
with no difference between the pious and the free 
thinker , . , the Zionist Worker and the Bundist." 

Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky, K"t:l'7W testified that, in 
his own town, there was a safer writing a Sefer Torah on 
Shabbos. 

"Fool!" Reh Yaakov said, "how can you cul the branch 
you're sitting on?!" 

"Rabbi, don'f be so old fashioned." 
"But who, , , who would be so stupid as fo buy such a Sefer 

Torah?" 
"Don't worry about me, Rabbi. There are plenty of custo

mers in America." 

Central. Stow. 

Merkaz $h¢l'l'!rel ST aM 16g6'. , 

Warszawa 
w. Polsce 

Tel: 12.14.17 
P.K.O. 66.284 

In 1935, the sages of Eastern Europe joined in an 
organized front to reestablish the mitzvos of Sefer Torah, 
tefillin and mezuzos. Shomrei Stam was a Warsaw-based 
union with across-the-board representation: Chassidic 
Rebbes, Roshei Yeshiva and Rabbanim. But their work 
was soon to be snuffed out with the near-total destruc
tion of Polish Jewry. 

Making a Come-Back 

The Sf as Emes used to pray: "Ribbono Shel Olam (Master 
of the Universe)-You promised to send Moshiach. So, 
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Painsfakinx examination, with corrections when possible. 

now You have no choice. A divine promise must be kept. 
... Better to send him while they are still Jews to be 
saved." 

The truth of this in our own generation is too obvious 
to belabor. Yet, as the Baal Shem Tov said-"True, 
niskatnu hadoros, the generations have fallen. But, as we 
move closer to Moshiach's time, there will be an 
upswing of ruchniyus (spirituality)." Again, this is clear 
today to anyone who looks around him. 

The spread of yeshivos, day schools, the feshuva 
movement, .. are all part of this. And, perhaps, the new 
Jewish consumerism is yet another sign of this upswing. 

Today, what could not be done in the time of the 
Rishonim, can be accomplished by organized consumers. 

For the first time, people are refusing to buy blind. 
They (Ire insisting on quality lefillin and mezuzos. And they 
are willing to pay premium prices to get them. 

For the first time, two yeshivos have been opened (by 
the Vaad Mishmereth Stam) to train sofrim. And, for the 
first time, sofrim are facing up to the fact that 80% of 
their work is halachah and only 20% the craft of writing. 

The Chofetz Chaim used to say that the radio was 
invented so we could appreciate the concept of what
ever we say being heard in heaven. Similar comments 
were made about tape recorders as a permanent record 
of our words. 

Of course, it's all too easy a parlor game to point to an 
event and say, "This happened because of that," or, 
"This means that." Still, one can't help but feel that
just maybe-we are starting to learn the real lessons of 
Ralph Nader and of "power to the people." •.'f 

THE KASHRUS NEWSLETTER 
Your Choice For Kashrus Information 

$5/1 year; $9/2 years 
$7/1 year; $11/2 years ($U.S.) Canada 
$15/1 year;$18/2 years($U.S.)Overseas 

Write: Yeshiva Birkas Reuven 
Kashrus Department 
491116th Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11204 
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Dear Friend, 
We don't feel it presumptuous to address a loyal reader as a "friend." After all, 

we've been sharing the same thoughts, insights, and inspirations for quite a while 
... for the past thirty pages, or perhaps for the past eighteen years. 

Talking things over with friends relieves the weight of a burden. And, in this 
case, may even reduce the size of the burden, as well. 

The Jewish Observer is in serious financial trouble. As you surely know, these past 
few years have witnessed a sky-rocketing of the costs of printing, postage, clerical 
help, computer record keeping, addressing and mailing-in short, every aspect of 
bringing The Jewish Observer to you. Yet we've made a point of keeping the price-tag 
on The Jewish Observer within the reach of our reading public, running up a tremend
ous deficit. 

In fact, we've been offering JO to several thousand young men and women in 
yeshivas and seminaries as well as to college campuses and public libraries at below 
printing costs to keep this vital segment of our community well-informed. This is in 
keeping with our conviction that a knowledgeable Klal Yisroel is essential for a 
well-functioning Klal Yisroel; and we see it as our task to inform, enlighten, and cast 
a Torah perspective on the contemporary world of ideas and events, bringing to 
you the words and thoughts of leading rabbinical figures, thinkers and writers
material unavailable elsewhere. 

During this time of distorted reporting and confused values, we should be 
expanding our policy of broad-based distribution. Instead it seems that we will be 
forced to retrench because of a staggering deficit. We need help if we are to 
continue. Our creditors simply will not wait any longer. 

So we turn to you, our loyal readers, who know the riches of The Jewish Observer 
first-hand. Join us in sharing the enthusiasm of our other subscribers, and help us 
project it on a yet larger scale. Picture, if you will, the effect of the non-baal teshuva's 
introspection:" All By Myself" (JO Dec '81) on a would-be baa/ teshuva ("It's just the 
way I felt!" -Stewart G., Jericho, L.I.) .... Or the inspiration a yeshiva fellow or 
old-timer can gain from reading the appreciation of Rabbi Yitzchok Hutner 'i";)i 

(same issue) ("The letters were absolutely awe-inspiring." -Yisroel V., Oak Park, MI) .... 
Or the insight from light cast on ERA, the perils of the deviationist movements, or 
the Jerusalem digs ("Now the issue is clarified at last." -Martha G., Baltimore). 

Moreover, when JO speaks out, other people listen. A look atour"Letters to the 
Editor" columns shows response from Federation, NY ANA, Holocaust Survivors 
groups, Hadassah, B'nai Brith ... rabbis, teachers, authors, housewives and 
students. 

Most important, for the uninformed or partly uninformed, there simply is no 
other source (''Your magazine actually put me in touch with my heritage as if was, and actually 
is,"-Clark "Chaim" L, Brighton, MA), Without it, a lot of people would be 
removed from their Source; with it, we hope to reach many many more
informing and enlightening them-without pricing ourselves out of the market. 

You can help put The Jewish Observer on a stable financial footing and save us from 
severely curtailing our services due to our fiscal plight. 

We invite you to select one of the opportunities listed below that best joins your 
enthusiasm for The Jewish Observer with your means to help us continue in our task. 
Please let us hear from you. 

With appreciation, 

Rabbi Nisson Wolpin 
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Jewish Observer Endowment Opportunities 

D JO Sponsor $10,000 
Sponsors one issue, entitles the donor to a life-time subscription to The 
Jewish Observer, and earns him a wall plaque of recognition suitable for 
display, as well as a full-page dedication in JO. (This may be used as a 
living memorial to a beloved departed friend or family member.) 

D JO Patron $1,000 
Helps defray the cost of producing one issue, entitles the patron to a 
ten-year subscription to JO, and is recorded in a full page dedication in 
JO. This too may be utilized as a living memorial. 

D JO Associate $100 
Pays the expenses of bringing a group subscription for ten youths sent 
to one address. A handsome certificate will acknowledge this contribu
tion. 

D JO Supporter $18 
Brings a one-year subscription of The Jewish Observer to a yeshiva- or 
college-campus library, where hundreds of students can consult, 
peruse, or study The Jewish Observer for information and inspiration. 

Contributions to this cause are tax deductible. 

·-----------------------------The Jewish Observer Endowment Fund 
5 Beekman Street/NYC 10038 

Gentlemen: 
Please enroll me as a in the Jewish Observer Foundation. 

Enclosed please find $. ________ _ 
D Please call me to discuss this at greater length. 



Mr. Businessman: 

Are You Tired of 
Hiring Costly 

'Try Outs' That Often 
Don't Work Out? 

Ask Project COPE to fill your employment needs at no 
charge, and have our experienced counselors screen for 
you. In many cases, subsidies to reduce salary cost dur
ing the initial training period are available. Hire and train 
good people now, before the rush, and be ready to take 
full advantage of busy seasons ahead. 

Call 587-9200 to tell us your employment 
needs 

Project CO PE 
A Division of Agudath Israel of America 

5 Beekman Street I New York City 10038 

Project COPE offices are located in 
Boro Park, Flatbush, and Downtown Manhattan. 

Funded by the New York City Department of Employment under the 
Comprehensive Employment and Training Act (CETA) Title II. 



Judith Benoliel Belsky 

Amos, at Second Glance 
Amos is a six foot two inch Israeli engineer easy 

to picture in the Israeli Army or on an Israeli farm. 
Here in Memphis, Tennessee, he comes regularly to 
my husband's Chumash class. It is given in the Yeshiva 
every Sunday night. I had been away from class for 
several months, my own activities causing me to play 
"hookey." On the Sunday night preceeding Chanuka, 
I was able to attend and meet Amos for the first time. 
He teased me, the rabbi's wife, for my extended leave. 

Everyone who attends class is welcomed warmly by 
the steady group of people that behave more and 
more like a family joined by shared ideas and the 
excitement of opening new avenues in their Jewish 
lives. On this night we noticed Amos wearing a pin 
which read: "It's a Boy." Awareness dawned and the 
room was filled with Maza I T ovs and concern for the 
new mother and son, who we learned was less than 
twenty-four hours old. 

Class settled down and we were soon deep into the 
lecture on the historic events of the first Chanukah 
and its effects on us, its spiritual heirs; the winds of 
alien culture, courage, rededication; the spiritual 
growth available to us at this particular time. Class 
ended and we stayed on to taste refreshments and 
share some moments of casual encounter with our 
class friends. Amos left to the chorus of Maza/ Tovs ... 
I remained in my seat pondering Amos and his pres
ence in class. He is not a member of any shul; he prac
tices almost no religious observances. His questions 
express how far away his orientation is to those of us 
who, though varied greatly in our Jewish back
grounds, are committed to the existence and growth 
of the Yeshiva and are open to the impact that the 
Yeshiva can have on our lives and those of our 
children. 

"There Would Be No Bris" 
I had Amos on my mind ... his steady attendance 

so soon even after the birth of his first child .... 
These ruminations were rapid in my mind and they 
suddenly erupted in a flash. "Hillel," I spoke urgently 
to my husband, "go and get Amos and ask him when 
the bris will be." 

He looked at me, his face a mixture of reactions. It 
said: I know better than to pass by one of your flashes of intui
tion. But how much can I presume on Amos and his attendance? 
... Seconds were passing, and I could still hear Amos's 
voice as he spoke in passing to someone in the hall. 
Another minute and he'd be in the parking lot-two, 
and he'd be driving away in his van to his part of 

Mrs. Belsky, a native of Seattle, lives in Memphis. This is her first appearance 
in these pages. 
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town. Three times I urged my husband and slowly he 
made his way to the door, his face still a conflict of 
emotions .... They spoke for ten minutes or so. Amos 
was not taken aback; he simply assured my husband 
there would be no bris. That the doctor was scheduled 
to do the circumcision in the hospital on the third day. 
That he was far away from all family in Israel, and his 
wife's family was on the West Coast. That he keeps 
very little of mitzvos and that his son would undoubt
edly keep less. That in all probability his son would 
not grow up to marry a Jewish girl. 

"Who knows?" my husband cringed to himself 
while maintaining his light tone with Amos, "but 
should he choose differently .... There is a member of 
our class who sat next to you who never had a bris 
and now at forty has decided to overcome the obsta
cle. For your son it need never be an obstacle." 

"You know these parties are just an excuse for 
adults to imbibe." 

"So scrap the party-just call the mohel and have the 
bris." 

"The baby is pure enough." 
"Amos, your son is a Jew. Leave his Jewish options 

open." 
"I suppose you know the mohel." 
"Here's his number. Let me hear from you." 

The Atmosphere Was Electric-and Subdued 

My husband returned to class. The atmosphere was 
both electric and subdued. A live current ran through 
us and a hallowed joy. Many of these American born 
Jews had bris stories to tell. A few expressed regret 
that no one had convinced them. Now a new dimen
sion seemed to enter the group. We felt honored and 
expanded-expanded by the opportunity to bring a 
Jew to a mitzva. Personally, I felt overwhelmed as 
everyone congratulated me on the birth of the idea. I 
did not feel like the parent of an idea, but rather like 
the receptacle for a vision .... I was the only class 
member who was not used to Amos. His presence 
was fresh to me. I had "seen" him tonight for the first 
time. 

A day or two passed. We heard from the mohel that 
Amos had indeed made plans with him. The bris 
would take place the following Sunday at Amos's 
home, the seventh day of Chanuka, the second day 
of Rosh Chodesh Teves. 

A plan spread among the class members to host the 
Seudas Mitzva. Inwardly I questioned whether this 
might be going too far, whether this might be hoist
ing too much on Amos who had only just turned 
around his thinking to include a bris. But the plans 
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were flying too fast, and I would not intervene. The 
day of the bris arrived-everyone would attend. 
Somehow I could not commit myself to go. I vacillated 
until the last hour wondering if I'd be imposing my 
presence on Amos and on his wife Judy. When the 
third call came from a member of the class asking 
directions to Amos's house, I threw in my doubts and 
hurriedly prepared to attend the bris. 

At Amos and Judy's house a beautiful simcha atmos
phere was in the air. Amos's menorah was on display 
in readiness for the full and final lighting to take place 
that night. The table had been beautifully arranged by 
all the class people, and Amos himself had done a 
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Rika Breuer 
Teachers Seminary 

announces a 

Training Course 
for Teachers of 

Secular Subjects 
consisting of 5 months of classroom 

training, followed by 5 months of 
supervised student teaching. 

This course, which will take place Mon
day through Thursday afternoons, is 
approved by the General Studies 
Commission of Torah Umesorah. It is 
open to Seminary students and gradu
ates; a certificate will be issued upon 
its successful completion. 

For further information write or call: 

Rika Breuer Teachers Seminary 
95 Bennett Avenue 
New York, NY 10033 
LO 8-6200 

Mrs. Soroh Chaitowsky 
Project Director 

Rabbi Joseph Elias 
Principal 

remarkable job readying the house which they had 
moved into only a day and a half before the baby's 
birth. 

"It Seemed That ] udy Was Suffering From a Cold" 

I asked if I might meet Judy and have a peek at the 
new baby. As I entered the room where mother and 
baby were, my first impression was that Judy was 
suffering from a cold. As she proudly showed me her 
baby, my impression changed and I realized that Judy 
was between bouts of tears. "Are you the rabbi's 
wife?"" 

"Yes." I gave her my name. 
"Do you have children?" 
"Yes." 
"Oh, then you've been through this before?" 
I assured her I had, not pointing out that my one 

son is now twelve and that my impressions of his bris 
are not only a bit hazy but are actually second-hand 
since I did not choose to hang in very close at the 
actual event. But nonetheless I knew where her tears 
were coming from and we spent the next few min
utes with Judy crying and apologizing for her silliness 
and my shedding a few tears of my own and assuring 
her that hers was perfectly normal. ... "Well," she 
said, as she wiped her eyes for the final time, "Amos 
doesn't understand." At that moment Amos entered 
the room and seeing the fresh traces of tears on his 
wife's face remarked to me: "Do you think she should 
be crying? Such a normal event in the lives of all Jew
ish males .... " 

"Amos," I said, as 1 mentally straightened my back, 
"as normal an event as this is for Jewish males, just so 
normal a reaction is your wife's. This baby was a part 
of Judy only a few days ago. She feels his pain." Amos 
softened around the eyes considerably but still needed 
the final word. "It is normal for you mothers to suffer 
even though you know it is a mitzva?'' 

Just then the mohel called for Amos, so the final shot 
was his, and he left the room before the real tender
ness in his eyes was evident. The next thing I knew 
he was offering me the baby on a pillow, and my hus
band and I became the proud kvatteren. 

The bris was beautiful. The women stayed close to 
Judy and did our best to fill in quite a few of the 
pauses that could be heard from the adjoining room. 
Then we all joined in saying "Amen'' as Adam Israel 
was brought into the covenant of Israel. 

Amos did not miss any of these major moments 
with his camera. Someone asked him if he will some 
day show his son the pictures. He replied: "With 
trembling in my heart." 

The Seudas Mitzva was warm and happy. As we 
later took our leave, I thanked Judy for the chance to 
join in her simcha. Judy turned to us all and said, "I'm 
the one to thank you. To thank you for the instant 
... "Then she faltered. Someone filled in: "Family." 
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Presenting a 
once-in·a·lffetime opportunityl 
Become part of Agudah History. 

After 60 years of helping, serving and reaching out to the Jewish community, 
Agudath Israel is publishing a history in words and pictures of its trials and tribulations, 

accomplishments and successes of the last six decades: 

''THE STRUGGLE AND 
THE SPLENDOR'' 

A Pictorial Overview of Agudath Israel of America 
to be released at the 60th Anniversary Dinner of Agudath Israel of America 

Sunday, May 16, 1982 at the New York Hilton Hotel 

Bright print 
on heavy paper 
for long life 

Hundreds of 

Some of the highlights include: 

• The European Background: A Collective Body 
• The Forties: War and Rescue 
• The Sixties: A Decade that Poured Foundations 
• The Seventies: New Frontiers of Service 

You can become part of this historical undertaking 
by becoming a Golden Sponsor for only $100. 

Golden Sponsors will receive: 

1. A deluxe bound copy with sponsor's name 
imprinted in 14K gold. 

2. Sponsor's name listed in book or a listing of a 
departed friend of Agudath Israel in a Memorial Section. 

-----------------------------------------D Yes! I want to become a Golden Sponsor of this historic publication. Enclosed please find my check for 
$100 which will entitle me to the above points. The name to be listed in the book is ______ _ 

D No, I do not wish to become a sponsor, however I wish to order standard hardcover 
copy(ies) of the struggle & the Splendor at the specially reduced price of $8.95. I understand that 
Agudath Israel will cover the cost of postage and handling as a special pre-publication bonus. 

Please address all inquiries to: 
HISTORY, c/o Agudath Israel of America. 5 Beekman street, New York, NY 10038 

ADDRESS _____________________ _ 

cnv _________ .STATE __________ ZIP __ _ 



Dr. Joseph Kaminetsky 

Pioneering and Projecting Orthodoxy 
a review article 

Pioneer-the Autobiography of Leo Jung, The Soncino 
Press, 1980 $25; 408 pp. 

Over the years, The Jewish Observer has done a yeo
man's job in presenting vivid pictures of the Gedolim of 
Eastern Europe, life in the Shtetlach and in the great 
yeshivas-as well as various facets of Torah life there 
before the Holocaust. It is, indeed, vital for American 
Jews-especially the younger generation-to become 
acquainted more intimately with the saga of East Euro
pean Jewry-and The Jewish Observer has done the task 
well. 

At the same time, we need a clearer perspective of 
what American Jewry looked like prior to both World 
Wars and the intervening years. The recently published 
autobiography of Rabbi Leo Jung provides us with just 
such a glimpse, especially the crucial years when Or
thodoxy was far less intensive and dynamic and did not 
enjoy the popularity it does today (Baruch Hashem). It was 
a period, before the full blossoming of the Yeshiva 
world in America, when overt Jewishness was consi
dered "unfashionable" and outdated. Rabbi Jung was 
out to prove otherwise. 

While not at all pretending to record the history of 
American· Jewry as such, the volume contains a broad 
range of documents that record the problems and issues 
that faced "Torah-true Jewry" (Dr. Jung's terminology) 
during those years, indicating the particular role in the 
battle that his segment of the community waged for 
greater recognition for Torah values. 

All of this is presented mainly through the reams of 
correspondence carried on by the author with leaders in 
government, internationally famous personalities, high 
officials in national Jewish organizations, and the lead
ing thinkers of the era involved. Interesting enough, 
though, there is little indulgence in "preaching" or mor
alizing, except when he is endeavoring to convince 
someone of the beauty of Torah-true living. 

When Secularists Were in the Saddle 

Those were days when the secularists and those who 
had willfully and too eagerly strayed from the ways of 
our fathers were in the saddle. Interspersed with inter
esting anecdotes of his long career, Rabbi Jung outlines 
the battles he and his colleagues waged in behalf of 
kosher law enforcement in New York State; for the 

Dr. Kaminetzky is the national director emeritus of Torah Umesorah, the 
National Society for Hebrew Day Schools. 
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closing of Yiddish theatres on Rosh Hashana, which had 
marked the beginning of the season in those days; 
against the regular staging of non-kosher dinners by 
national Jewish organizations and similar public viola
tions of Jewish law, which were then in vogue. Espe
cially vital was the campaign for taharas hamishpacha (fam
ily purity) and the building of mikvaos, which were sadly 
neglected in that era. These and other battles were 
accomplished only by the dint of great determination 
and conviction, and the unified efforts of those spiritual 
leaders who wielded their influence through their" good 
connections." Rabbi Jung presided over the pulpit of the 
prestigious Jewish Center in the heart of the West Side 
of New York, which was then the locale of the wealthi
est Jews in America, and he was thus able to play a 
strategic role in these battles. While not every strategy 
or goal in this battle to reconcile apparent conflicts 
between Torah and modernism found full aceptance 
with all segments of the Torah community, his leader
ship was a key factor in the growth of Orthodoxy 
between the wars. 

Equally vital, then as now, is production of literature 
in English presenting the ideals and values of Judaism in 
traditional Torah-true form and idiom. In many ways, 
Rabbi Jung was the forerunner of the evergrowing 
literary activity in the field of Torah study and its 
authentic interpretation for those unable to study the 
Hebrew originals, which has reached such great heights 
in our day. His "Jewish Library" was a pioneer in the 
field-his autobiography representing the eighth 
volume in the series. 

On Behalf of Suffering European Jews 

The battle in behalf of the suffering Jews of Europe, 
ravaged by two World Wars, as well as helping them to 
remain loyal to Torah values, had to be mounted in 
America as well in those years. Rabbi Jung galvanized 
the members of the Jewish Center-and through them, 
other generous Jews as well-to provide affidavits for 
scores of Jews who were eager and needed to come to 
these shores or to Israel. Kosher meat had to be pro
vided for the Jews of Europe where it was either 
unavailable or threatened by prohibition. Polish Jewry 
epecially was in need of newspapers in Yiddish and the 
like to help many remain loyal to their traditions. Rabbi 
Jung was among the first to come to the aid of the Beth 
Jacob movement in Poland (Dr. Leo Deutschlander, its 
educational architect, was a personal friend), and then 
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Something you can buy before your baby 
is born ... 

Presenting! 
t:lH 

t:l '.l ::l i1 
nnow 

A Joyful 
Mother of 
Children 

by Rabbi 
Dovid Simcha 

Rosenthal 

later, here in America. Hashgachah led him, too, to the 
chairmanship of the Religious and Cultural Committee 
of the Joint Distribution Committee for many decades 
so that he could aid many institutions of learning and 
Yeshivos in Europe and Israel. Much work and effort, 
and the help of influential friends-both Jewish and 
Gentile-had to be expended to secure adequate help 
for religious Jewry. Rabbi Jung and his colleagues were 
practically the only "open door" in those early days to 
the great Roshei Yeshiva and askanim from Eastern 
Europe who came to America under the most difficult 
circumstances seeking aid for their fellow-Jews and 
talmidim. 

The volume represents a dramatic paean of belief and 
exposition of what the author calls "the idea of the 
harmonization, humanization of humanity" (p. 96). For, 
besides its main concern with Jewish problems, it 
includes, too, records of battle waged in behalf of 
human rights, generally-especially the prodigious ac-
tivity to abolish the infamous McCarran Acts which 

A uniq.l.lework for the Jewish expectant family. violated the rights of all aliens in this country. 
Implied in the wide-ranged scope of the book, then, 

Includes: lies a vital message for our day. Only through constant 
Prayers, advice, and laws pertaining to vigilance and the determination to battle for our ideals 
pregnancy, labor and delivery. through all the means and "connections" at our disposal 
Halachos reviewed by Harav Hagaon can we achieve our goals. As Rabbi Jung sums up his 
Rabbi Moshe Feinstein K"!:l''ltu. 6 career-and his credo: "It is only steadfast loyalty to 

ultimate purpose such as the humanization of human-
Available at Your Local Bookstore ity, such as the welfare of the Jewish people, such as the 

Sole Trade Distribution FELD HEIM Ii; PUBL. imperishable glory of the Torah, that keeps one dy-
or order directly from the author: ,... ..i namic, optimistic, and at peace with oneself" (p. 406). 
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Please send me 
_____ ,copies of 
i'lnO!V t:l'J:li1 ON. 

D Hardcover: $5.95 each 
D Paperback: $3.95 each 

Name________ CUT&MAIL TO: 
Rabbi Dovld S. Rosenthal 

Address_______ 1424 Avenue A 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11229 

_____ Zip ___ _ 

Enclosed is my check for$ --------
For Canadian and Foreign orders, please add 501t postage per volume. 
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FOR THE PEOPLE WHO LOOK FOR 
EXCELLENCE IN FISH 

MAKE SURE TO HAVE DAGIM 
AS YOUR YOM TOV DISH 

Fish Mish Ground White & Pike 

White Fish Steaks 
Flounder Fillets 

Sole Fillets 
Cod Fillets 

Canned Tuna & Salmon 
Best Wishes tor a nr.nui ,w::i ln 

DAGIM TAHORIM CO., Inc .. Brookl11n. New York 11204 

~ .. - -

_L~;;;;;;;:;;::::;~~'~Y~ID~~~~J~~~~a~~~R~~~-, 
!>- 13 04R-f.'b •v ,._ 'It 3 
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king for a Superb Present for 
Any Young Child? 

"A Yid Cares" #1, #2, #3 
is your perfect answer 

• Beautifully illustrated 
•Stories full of adventure, tttaam" and "midos 
tovos" 
• Recommended by parents, Mechanchim, 
teachers and children who read Books # 1 and 
#2 of "A Yid Cares" 

Now Available at Your Local Sforim Stores 
distributed by Z. Berman 
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... you say the sweetest things. 
Whateversweetthingsyou'd /~./,.,,,-· \ 

like to say to those you love ;:::-".Q~~,,_.,. 
the most, say it with · 

want to try every 
variety of Schmerling's. 

Swiss chocolates
the finest in the 

world. Taste the creamy 
richness of Schmerling's Choco Blanc, 

or the subtle delicacy of pareve 
Noblesse Semi-Sweet. You'll 

Our milk chocolates 
areCholov 
Yisrael, and 

all Schmerling' s 
products maintain 
the highest standards of 
kashruth and quality. 

~PORTED BY TAAM TOY FOODS INC., BROOKLYN, N.Y, 11230 
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YOU GIVE US 15 WEEKS 
AND WE'LL GIVE YOl.J 

A FUTURE IN 

COMPUTER 
PROG MMING 

• State,of,the,Art IBM 370 and PRIME 550,11 Systems 
e BASIC/COBOL/JCL and BAL 
• Fully comprehensive curriculum for the motivated student 
• Extensive hands,on terminal time with supervision 
• Placement assistance 
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Tuition Assistance Available 
For More Information and Enrollment Procedures 

Call C.V.I. 587-9259 
' Accredited By Association of Independent Colleges and Schools 

I Vocational Skills Division 
a division of Agudath Israel of America 

Cope Vocational Institute 
5 Beekman Street, New York, N.Y. 10038 

Licensed by the New York State Education Department 
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second looks 
at the jewish scene 

Report From the Assembly 
for Kavod Ha Torah 

Between four and five thousand 
students, alumni, and leaders of sen
ior yeshivas participated in the mass 
demonstration for Kavod HaT orah (des
cribed elsewhere in this issue) in 
New York City, crowding all avail
able assembly and classroom space in 
the building of the Yeshiva Toras 

Emes Kamenitz on January 31. Simi
lar gatherings were held in other 
parts of the country, as well. Each of 
the speakers at these assemblies 
highlighted different aspects of the 
issues at stake. We quote here key 
statements made in various ad
dresses. 

Rabbi Yaakov Yitzchok Ruder
man, Rosh Yeshiva of Ner Israel, at 
a public assembly in Baltimore: 
"Nothing stands higher in our hie
rarchy of values than Kavod Ha Torah
honoring Torah and conferring upon 
it its due respect. Kavod HaTorah 
stands even higher than Torah study 
itself-not only as a prerequisite for 
Torah study, for a person will not 
apply himself to his studies if he 
does not properly evaluate the lofti
ness of the pursuit-but as an end 
purpose unto itself: appreciating 
Torah for its divine source and its 
practical application to all aspects of 
life." 

Are you going to Israel? 
Your visit to the Holy Land will have more meaning when you utilize 

the free touring information service available from: 
Tourist Department 

Agudath Israel Wodd Organization 
5 Rechov Shomre Hakosel (opposite Kikar Hacherut) 

Jerusalem, 02-223-357 
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!-MESIFTA OF__, 
i THE YESHIVA 
' 
I OFBROOKLYN 
I Praised by 

Gedolei Y isroel 
1206-10 OCEAN PARKWAY 

Entrance Examinations 
for 5742-3 

Excellent Rebbeim, very good 
English Department, small 
classes, Afternoon Shiurim 
in B'kius, dormitory (home~ 
like atmosphere). 
Scholarships available. 

375-2652 

il'i,?i ooi~ 1::i. li~li1i 

Did you learn 
Torah today? 

Let us help you (free of charge) 
find a Chavrnsa or Shiur. 

Call now for fast, 
courteous service: 
Reshet-Torah 

Education Network 
(212) 791-1851 

Pincus Mandel 
Cemetery Consultant 

Representative of Chevres 
Kadisha of Jerusalem 

with karka available on Har Ha· 
zaitim. Har Hamnuchot and 
Sanhedna Karka also obtain 
able on all other Commurnty 
owned Cemeteries in Er et z Yis
rael, controlled and maintained 
by the Chevra Kadisha of the 
Community. 

1569 47th Street 
Brooklyn. NY 11219 
Day and Night Phone 

(212) 8555121 

Honesty - Integrity' -· 
Respons1bil1t;· 

Over 25 Years ol Dedicated Sen11ce to 
the Orthodox Je1..V1sh Community 
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Traditional 
Premium 

Quality 
Kosher 

for Over 3 
Generations 

Accepted and Preferred 
worldwide without 

reservation 
The Most Trusted 

Name in Kosher 
Poultry and Foods 

All Seforim reviewed in 
THE JEWISH 

OBSERVER 
are available at 

Eichler's 
1429 Coney Island Ave. 

(between J & K) 
Brooklyn, NY 11230 

(212) 258-7643 
WE SHIP WORLDWIDE 

ONl.V CHASIDISHE SHECHITI MMTS, 

Rabbi Levi Krupenia, Rosh 
Yeshiva of Kamenitz: "This assem
bly in itself is the most eloquent 
statement of our allegiance to the 
authority of the great Torah scholar 
who was maligned, and gives us all 
the strength to do battle for the sake 
of Torah. Furthermore, we must 
recognize an attack on a Torah leader 
as a thinly-veiled attempt at weak
ening our cleaving to our longstand
ing tradition of loyalty to Daas Torah. 

"It is totally out of place to tolerate 
the vagaries and libel found in some 
newspaper commentary, as if it were 
an avoidable aspect of journalism. 
Rabbi Boruch Ber Leibowitz, 7"lT, 
revered founding Rosh Yeshiva of 
pre-War Kamenitz, once pushed an 
irreligious newspaper off his table 
with obvious distaste, saying, 'We 

Rabbi Shnuer Kotler, Rosh Ye
shiva of Beth Medrash Govoha of 
Lakewood: "When a person so ab
sorbs Torah knowledge that it be
comes incorporated into his own 
thought processes, he has an ability
indeed, the obligation-to speak out 
on all matters confronting Kial Yis
roel. As the Alter fun Slobodka (Rabbi 
Nosson Zvi Finkel 7''lT) said, 'An 
opinion stated by the Rosh (the great 
medieval codifier: Rabbeinu Asher) 
prefaced by 'It appears to me' carries 
more weight than a statement but
tressed by a specific proof. While the 
latter stands on one specific refer
ence, the 'It appears to me' statement is 
backed by vast knowledge of Torah 
and Talmud.' 

"As a proof of the inestimable 
value of adhering to Torah princi
ples in daily life, look at the vitality 
of the Torah· community-the 

would never tolerate a news organ 
that defamed our father or mother. 
Defamation of Torah scholars or 
Divine principles are no less to
lerable.'" 

healthiest organ of the entire corpus 
of Kia/ Yisroel. Take note of the 
Torah family-obviously the sturd
iest and most wholesome family in 
these crisis-ridden times for that 
institution!" 

Formerly Kosher King 

Whitehead Hall Brooklyn Colle e 
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The Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva 
Chofetz Chaim (Forest Hills), Rabbi 
Henoch Leibowitz: "The miracle of 
the Jewish People's survival over 
centuries of wandering rivals that of 
the Exodus from Egypt.-So said 
Rabbi Yakov Emden two hundred 
years ago. Were he here now, he 
would have found the flourishing of 
our Torah community today equally 
miraculous. We must not underes
timate our strength as a force of 
illumination in this dark era for 
mankind. You must prepare your
selves for careers of dissemination 
of Torah. We have confidence that 
G-d will guide us, as we use His 
Torah as our sole means of resolv
ing Jewrv's voliticaland social issues, 

Rabbi Yaakov Weinberg, Rosh 
Yeshiva Ner Israel, in Baltimore: 

"What is the meaning of the state
ment of Chazal that Kovad Ha Torah is 
greater than Limud Ha Torah itself? 

"When G-d gave us the Torah, He 
did so with the fundamentals of 
mesorah-transmission as an essen
tial part of Torah. This is how we 
know from one generation to the 
next generation to our own the 
experience of standing at Mount 
Sinai and receiving the Torah there, 
as well as the contents of the 
Torah-the Oral law. He has estab
lished that Torah, to be carried out, 
is dependent upon the authority of 
the Gedolei Ha Torah, who preside over 
the mesorah from one generation to 

The Jewish Observer I February, 1982 

since, in essence, there is no area of 
Jewish life outside the realm of 
Torah." 

Rabbi Binyomin Zeilberger, Rosh 
Yeshiva in Yeshiva Bais Hatalmud: 
"Rabbi Yeruchum Levovitz, 7"ll, 
pre-War Mashgiach of Mir, described 
the yeshivos as Jewry's lifeblood, 
making any attempt to weaken the 
yeshivos and their authority a mor
tal threat. Our response must be a 
full-fledged reinforcement of our 
allegiance to Torah principles, and 
to the authority of Daas Torah in all 
matters pertaining to Jewry." 

SARA SCHENIRER 
SEMINARY 

Brooklyn, New York 

is now accepting registrants 
from Continental U.S. and 

from communities abroad to its 
Class of 5743 (1982-83) 

and to its 

RESIDENCE HALL 
Rabbi M. Meisels, 
Dean 
• Applicants may apply or inquire 

by phone or letter to: 

Sara Schenirer Seminary 
4622-14th Avenue 

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219 
(212) 633-8557-8 

You Can Now Receive 

KosherGram 
the kosher consumer 

newsletter of THE MERKAZ 
- the Layman's Association 
of the Vaad Horabonim of 
Greater Detroit. 

For Copies Write: 
THEMERKAZ 

26200 Greenfield Road 
Suite 34-A 

Oak Park. Mich. 48237 
Phone: (3 l'H 968-6310 

the next, to the next, until it reaches 
us. An attack on the authority of 
those who pass on the mesorah is an 
attack on the very mesorah itself. 

"Without the authority of our ged
olim, who are the manhigim (leaders) 
and who are the morei Hora'ah (hala
chic decisors) of our generation, the 
mesorah is undermined and there is 
no more authority invested in 
Torah; we are left without a reliable 
basis for our way of life-not for 
emunah (faith), not for hashkofo (Torah 
thought), and not for halacha. To 
attack the Gedolei HaTorah upon 
whom we must depend, upon whose 
authority we depend for the very 
existence and continuation of what 
the Torah is, is to attack our very 
existence as Am Yisroel." !..T 
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If we closed our doors, 
who'd watch over yours? 
If you're part of the overwhelming statistical majority, 

you need the Vaad Mishmereth Stam. 
And now, more than ever before, the Vaad needs you! 
IFYOU were made aware of the crisis in the kashrus of T efillin and Mezuzos 

... it's because of the Vaad Mishmereth Stam. 

IFYOU knew enough to insist on guaranteed kashrus of T efillin and Mezuzos 
... it's because of the Vaad Mishmereth Stam. 

IFYOU have today dozens of young qualified new sofrim in the U.S. to serve 
as examiners ... it's because of the Vaad Mishmereth Stam. 

IFYOU have T efillin written in Israel by someone who was tested and certified 
as a qualified soler ... it's because of the Vaad Mishmereth Stam. 

Since 1976, the Vaad Mishmereth Stam ... 
• Trained over 100 young people as Sofrim providing 
a service to the Community, and a "sacred" means of 
self-support for Torah scholars. • Revived an entire 
area of Halacha that was all but forgotten. • Restored 
the concept of smicha for Sofrim ··· · bringing hundreds of 
Sofrim in Israel to be tested and certified by Rabbinical 
courts. • Brought educational programs to half a 
million people in North America. • Brought the Chief 
Rabbinate of Israel to clamp down on certification of 
posul T efillin and Mezuzos, and closed down all their 
examination laboratories. 

The Crisis Is Not Over 
Tens of thousands of Jewish homes still "think" 

they have kosher Mezuzos and T efil!in. But it is the 
Vaad Mishmereth Stam that is working to protect 
you, your family and your friends, by driving posul 
'f efillin and Mezuzos off the market. Our existence is 
based solely upon membership and contributions and 
comes from people like you -- who care. Please send 
in your support today Help ensure that 
generations of Jewish children will pass through 
guarded doorways. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~.-----------------------------------------

. Wad l7i 
~16 

. The .··¢~~.f~;Jd~ ... iht~i;_hati.Jfj~Ca.Ctivlt1.es· 't(ipn~.seive 
th~ .;.hal~c.~i<.:. jnt~grit9, 9[scd.bqt d'-.ts: 

Torah Scrofls,Tefillin And N'lezu2<JS, 

4902 ' 16th Ave>, Jirtl<>klefriil\l.y.11204'••·.(212)• 4.38-4%3. 

: yes, I care! I want to share in your sacred work . 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Enclosed is my contribution of $ 
(Al/ contributions are lox deductable.) 

D Please send me a sample copy of the Halachic 
Encyclopedia of the Sacred Alphabet. 

: Nan1e 
I 
I 
t Address 
I 
I 

• I City --·-----·-- State -·---- Zip 

L----------------------------------------



Bernard Fryshman 

AUTOMOBILES WANTED
" AS IS" 

Premature at Purchase 

No, I don't mean to denigrate 
people who buy new cars, who care 
for their cars, who enjoy driving in 
new cars. Business, health, the sim
ple need for dependable transpora
tion are but a few of the justifica
tions one can give-if justification 
were needed. And truth to tell, I 
cannot say whether I myself would 
be able to resist the temptation of a 
clean, smooth-driving, polished new 
car were I suddenly to find myself 
with some ten thousand dollars I 
didn't happen to need. At the same 
time l feel it appropriate to extol! the 
virtures of the "hen Torah* car." 
After all, in addition to unique Jew
ish names and language, we have an 
injunction to maintain a Jewish "le
vush." And in America, can we really 
say a person is characterized by his 
clothes more than his car? 

My students, for example-nice, 
young (non-Jewish) kids don't drive 
cars. They build them, they buy 
them, they savor them. Not for 
them the prosaic; they look for the 
very antique, the very new., the very 
expensive, the very special. Their 
carburetors must be Holley, their 
tires Pirelli, and their stripes Rallye. 

My neighbor has several cars, all 
large, all impeccable, and all pol
ished. And always polished. Inces
santly polished. Especially Saturday 
mornings, when the washing/pol
ishing ceremony acquires the com
plexity and regularity of a ritual. 

*Ben Torah-literally, "son of Torah"; col
loquially, anyone engaged in Torah study as 
his major pursuit, regardless of what he does 
for a livelihood. 
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Other cars, other images. Purple 
1970 Cadillacs belong to one kind of 
person, chauffeur driven cars to 
another. Sunday drivers, taxi driv
ers, lady drivers. The car is as char
acteristic as the dress. 

Brand New at Five 

And so to the Ben Torah Car. 
Typically, it begins as a five year old 
passed on to a son or son-in-law. At 
this point, the car is considered new. 
Although the exterior has probably 
been cared for in the past, all wash
ing, polishing, retouching, and body 
work ends at once. Small nicks begin 
to rust, minor indentations, bumped 

fenders begin to accumulate. Like a 
grandmother's face, crinkling in de
light at a family's growth, the car 
takes on character. Every scratch 
has a story, every bump a tale. No 
longer just one of several hundred 
others, the car takes on a unique 
identity, sharing with its family epi
sodes. A child dropped off at Ye
shiva-a trip to parents, Shalach 
Manos, Pesach shopping. The springs 
and the shocks begin to show extra 
wear, as the family always manages 
to squeeze in another person who 
needs a lift. Ignored for too long, the 
transmission begins to make queru
lous noises-and on occasion a little 

•II Oull llS Its our Birthday but you 11¥ llASSAU C(IUllTY 

F1aEST l'llRll ~ @get the gift!~ ,.~ ·" ·-" 

fbJ ~~ 

~&.~~:: 
• ~ ____ _....,;,J..:.' 

111 llASSAU COUNTY 

!Ill II\ l t MAlllQll CrPst Hoilnw 
1 ... lle<•-•>' C uunt r v Club 

~n..M 
~~. ~ 

in the Metropolitan Area invites you to 

' 
celebrate its 25th Birthday 

Free 111 STATtll l~LAllO ,...., 

Celebration Cake t::J~ tll 81100Kl VII 
~-

6"1, when you book your Wedding, ~ 
CAHRI•~ Bar Mitzvah or any special 

@ \II NEW JERSEY 

occasion at one of our fine locations. ShenwJn 
, 

NOW ONE CONVENIENT I 
' 

Heighls 

""" 
I K•1b•QV<• 

TECEeHON' NUMBER (2121 849-8817 ' ' ... .,.~" 
for ALL LOCATIONS ~ . -··· 

IN NASSAU COUNTY 111 lllOOU VII 

MIE'Z£R 
=AllEIWU 

!NMANH.l.TTAfll 

~L Q ~ Jericho Turnpike. W.stbury, LI 

~ Inquire about our weekend 'fr~ Bar Mitzvahs in 
Manhattan/West.chesteriN.J. 
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blue smoke emerges from the tail 
pipe to signify recognition that the 
corner mechanic may have saved a 
few dollars, but not overly wisely. 
Garage mechanics look at the engine 
and make noises about gaskets and 
valves-but most "Ben Torahs" 
haven't the money to fix something 
that only means another quart of oil 
once in a while. 

Ben Torah cars can of course be 
purchased ready made. Young fami
lies with a need for a car but with 
very little else, are eager customers 
for the eight or nine year old "me
chanically sound-needs body work" 
cars that are always available. It goes 
without saying that the body work 
will continue to be needed .... 

"Class" at Ten 
The car begins to fall into the real 

"Ben Torah" class when it is about 
ten years old. Rust, children, dirt, 

overuse, undercare, have taken their 
toll. Other than necessary minimal 
maintenance, and a pre-Pesach 
cleaning, the car gets no attention 
and even less money. Attention and 
money are for children, not for 
things-and cars are things; to be 
used-and ultimately discarded. Not 
for the Yeshiva-mahn the care and 
toil that produce thirty year old 
impeccable antiques .... 

Like a work of art, the true Ben 
Torah car can only be experienced, 
not defined. True, there are charac
teristics the connoisseur can look 
for-the hanger antenna, a Sefer in 
the windshield, torn carpet, eroded 
paint, some rust. But it really re
quires years of exposure to become 
truly expert. Rebbes, Kolle! yunge
leit, parents dropping kids off at a 
yeshiva, young women active in 
chessed work-these are most likely 
to possess such cars. Baale Baftim 

COPE Vocational Institute 
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A Division of Agudath Israel of America 

BUSINESS SKILLS DIVISION 
Are You Looking For 

Skills PLUS 
Position PLUS 

and Salary PLUS 
Try 

''TRAINING PLUS'' 
Offering A Comprehensive Course in 

WORD PROCESSING 
Theory and "Hands On" Learning Experience 

For More Information Call 791-1853 

:,~~ VK.,;,.C;~P;~ Vocational Institute 
,.,.,," 5 Beekman Street, NYC 10038 

Accredited by Association of Independent Colleges and Schools 

who attend shiurim regularly, poor 
people who give Ma'aser, parents 
who work for their yeshiva are 
another good source. 

Warm and Friendly on Sunday 

Sunday mornings in Yeshiva vic
inities are particularly good for those 
interested in a viewing. Bnai Torah 
cars are warm cars and friendly cars. 
They give lifts, they stop to help 
each other on the road, they take 
sick people to hospitals. They are 
uncaring when a little child happens 
to throw up-and when bumped 
slightly by a confrere, are likely to 
forego the good fortune of an insu
rance claim. 

I suppose everybody has his image 
of what it will be like with the first 
news of the coming of the Moshi
ach. I sometimes think of thousands 
of autos driving off to meet the Goel 
Tzeddek, led by vehicles carrying our 
Gedolim, our Tzaddidim. Among which 
will be now few Ben Torah cars, 
fenders smashed, trailing blue 
smoke, full of kids in the back, cheer
ing and jumping all over the well
worn upholstery. . . . '.T 

Dr. F ryshman's contributions lo these pages are a 
frequent source of incisive social com men I .... We are 
told on good authority that one door on the '7 2 Frysh
man Ford does not open. "Bui," says Mrs. Fryshman, 
"that's OK, because another one doesn't lock." 

Overseas Subscribers to 
The Jewish Observer: 

An airmail subscription will 
bring you your copy of The 
Jewish Observer within a 
week of publication (subject 
to local delivery conditions) 
@ $30 per year for 10 issues. 

Send your check to The 
Jewish Observer/5 Beekman 
Street/NYC 10038. 

All subscriptions to Israel 
are being transported via air
freight at the total cost of $18 
per year to each subscriber. 

The Jewish Observer I February, 1982 



Letters to the Editor Photocards of 
Gedolei Yisroel 

35 glossy, postcard size 
(3Y,"' x Sy,") portraits of 

Beethoven vs. the "Eved Hashem" 

To the Editor: 
I was interested in the exchange 

between Dr. B. Fryshman and Mr. J. 
S. Fulda concerning exposure to the 
media and secular literature (Letter, 
JO Nov. 81). In this connection, I 
would like to offer an observation of 
my own. 

During most of my life, I was a 
part of that large majority of Ameri
can Jewry that found much merit in 
what may be characterized as the 
humanistic, artistic and intellectual 
accomplishments of Western civili
zation. In particular, during my 
youthful years I had a long infatua
tion with the music of Beethoven. 

Several years ago, for various rea
sons, my life took a turn toward tra
ditional Jewish observance. Need
less to say, my deepening commit
ment to a different way of life placed 
many long held beliefs and values in 
a changed perspective. 

From this vantage point I would 
like to focus on what may be termed 
the uniquely Beethovenian problem 
of destiny in the perspective of 
Torah hashkafah. In the former is the 
relentless striving of the profound 
soul probing his way to victory over 
the forces of despair within himself. 
One can feel the tension of this con
flict in the symphonic compositions. 
As the protagonist ages and recon
ciles himself to the world, the music 
changes in character to the soaring 
ethereal longing and almost other
worldliness of the last string quar
tets. Beethoven's biographer,J.W.N. 
Sullivan says, "If in the end, Beet
hoven seems to reach a stage above 
the battle, one can be sure that no 
man ever knew more bitterly what 
the battle is." 

In contrast to the themes of des
tiny, the hero, victory and a stage 
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above the battle is lehavdil, the eved 
ne"eman, the eved Hashem. Moshe Rab
beinu is the most humble of men, 
the man whose every action and 
whose every word is that of the 
faithful servant; Moshe Rabbeinu 
who knows himself and his people 
to be the instrument of the Divine 
Will to fulfill the purpose of crea
tion. The perfection of Moshe as the 
faithful servant is evident from the 
written Torah which, although he 
wrote every word himself, bears no 
distinguishing mark of the personal
ity of the man-so faithful was he to 
its true Author that his own style, 
his own will is not discernible within 
it (contrast this to the Neviim-the 
Prophets-each of whom has a rec
ognizable style). 

This, then, is the contrast, the 
faithful servant who permits his 
every word and deed to be the will of 
his Master vs. the indomitable will 
of the artist struggling to achieve a 
victorious resolution of the forces 
within himself-to be, in the end, 
above the battle-and always to 
indelibly stamp his work with the 
mark of his own personality. 

On this level is where I perceive 
the real risk to be of exposure to 

Gedolei Yisroel 
for your set. send $4 
to: Photocards 

Agudath Israel of America 
5 Beekman Street 
NYC 10038 

Khomeini = Haman 
Remember the 

Headlines? 

Iranian Jews Being Killed 
Rabbi Arrested 

20 Iranian children, who were 
taken out of public school and were 
being bussed from various parts of 
Queens to Yeshiva Darkei Torah 
and TAG in Far Rockaway, were not 
picked up for four days because the 
teacher was owed $3,000! 

$9,000 is needed to complete the 
semester. 

!Ni:11£li1J1 

Iranian Yeshiva students are lay
ing out the deficit to get the class 
rolling. 

If we relate to the Megilla, if we 
relate to Mordechai and Esther, then 
shouldn't we send our emergency 
donation to "Sherit Savel" to save 
their grandchildren? 

Your donation can make the dif
ference between a Purim tragedy 
and a Purim miracle. Send to: 

"Sherit Bavel" 
c/o Yeshiva Darkei Torah 

257 B. 17 Street 
Far Rockaway, N.Y. 11691 
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non-Torah sources. Pitting "their# 
best against lehavdil our best-per
haps even our average-the problem 
takes on a new dimension. It is not 
only one of media-cultivated dull
ness of mind and of assuming the 
values of the street, of materialistic 
hedonism, but one of a long term 
subtle and almost unconscious re
placement of Torah idealism by the 
combative hero of Western man. It 

is one of replacement of the midas of 
modesty and humility and bitachon 
(faith) with the restless striving of 
the unsatisfied artist. 

I am not sure that this means that 
one should not expose oneself to art, 
music and literature. What it does 
mean is that enthusiastic embrace
ment of these pastimes will result in 
attaining a value system that is at 
variance with the Torah ideal. So, at 
the very least, exposure to such 
should be guarded; that is, one 
should expose oneself to art, music 

Answer: Heritage & Tradition 
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Empire is 100% kosher . , . for over 40 years. 
Put that in capital letters. 100% KOSHER. 

Underline it. 100% KOSHER. 

It's all strictly kosher. 

100o/o KOSHER. Right down the line. 

What does all this mean to the thoughtful Jewish 
From Em@ire's own breeders where our family and to other quality conscious 
scientifically bred laying hens spend contented consumers? 
days in beautiful, dormitory style laying 
houses producing only the very best eggs, It means one simple but very important thing. 

To Empire's own hatcheries where maximum 
quality continues as the eggs are pampered to 
hatch quality chicks for the kosher market. 

To !!!!P!re's own feed miff. Yes, Empire Kosher 
Chickens are fed highest quality kosher diets, 
scientifically developed for maximum nutrition In 
Emfl.!!:.ll!!!m. research laboratories. 

To Empire's world famous kosher processing 
plants, all under the strict supervision of the 
Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of 
America@and U.S.D.A. inspectors. 

To Empire's quality conscious distributors and 
the better food stores which proudly make 
Empire Kosher foods available to you. 

Which is this: 

When you buy an Empire Kosher Chicken, you're 
guaranteed good eating kosher chicken. 

Plump and juicy like kosher t:hfoken should be. 
And 100°k KOSHER. 

That's Empire's Heritage and Tradition ... and 
it's the answer to your children's question. 

Be sure to buy only Empire - for the very best 
kosher chickens. Remember, Empire Kosher 
chickens make every day a holiday! 

There's nothing more to say after that •... 
because that's saying a mouthful. 

And a very delicious, succulent mouthful at that. 

EMPIRE KOSHER POULTRY, INC MIFFl INTOWN, PA 17059 - US A 

CALL TOLL FREE: 1-800-233-7177 - TELEX: 84-2538 EKP MFLT 

and literature with the foreknowl
edge that it is most certainly not the 
highest madraiga (spiritual level) of 
which one is capable. The special 
reward of the highest madraiga is 
reserved only for those who by 
occupying themselves with Torah 
and mitzvahs do the will of the Eternal 
One and thereby become bound up 
in love with Him. 

REUVEN ULLMAN 
Bayside, New York 

The "Kedusha" Considerations 
in Reading 

To the Editor: 
Having just completed reading 

Mr. Fulda's letter, !feel compelled to 
express my disagreement. If I un
derstand him correctly, Mr. Fulda is 
suggesting that general reading ma
terial, television, movies, shows, etc. 
require little or no censorship since 
"our minds remain ours, not when 
they are purged of all influences and 
experiences, but rather when they 
are formed from our experiences 
and vicarious experiences with the 
help of our rational faculty .... " I 
beg his pardon if I state that this 
seems to me to be an invitation to 
practice being an intellectual ?~l 
nimn niwi~ (boor with Torah li
cense). 

Dr. Fryshman's reply is well
taken. However, I would like to add 
one point which he seems to have 
overlooked: 

The Jew, as opposed to other men, 
must have a definite purpose to his 

GOOD NEWS/II FOR ALL JEWRY 

V'SHEE NON TOM 
V 0 L. II Third Printing 

( Pesach·Shevuous-Succohs) 

Read and en/oy all year round 

• A must In every home 
• A story, Dlvrel Torah and Mltzvohs 
•A Torah thought on every page 

Send in your NAME, ADDRESS 
AND A CHECK FOR $16.00 to 

Rabbi Ella• Schwartz 
2109 83rd St., Bklyn, N.Y. 11214 

And you wlll receive your copy by mall 

The Jewish Obseroer I February, 1982 



life in general and to each one of his 
activities in particular. In one word, 
this goal is "Kedusha"-sanctity. Kedu
sha must temper and give direction 
to every one of the Jew's actions. To 
attain a level of kedusha is certainly a 
lifetime quest. 

On a very simple level, our lives as 
Jews would change negligibly if the 
Torah had omitted the mitzva of 
"Kedoshim Tihyu"; we would still be 
totally occupied by the demands of 
the remaining 612 mifzvos. However, 
it is precisely this mitzva which sets 
aims and gives purpose to the man
ner in which we conduct our lives. 
For were it not for this mitzva what 
truly would be the differentiating 
factor between Jllr'l K? (Do Not 
Steal), as commanded by the Torah 
and "Thou Shalt Not Steal" as stated 
in the civil law of every government 
in this world? 

How then does one attain any 
degree of kedusha in one's personal 
life? By carefully censoring outside 
influences in every sphere of life. 
Since the concept of kedusha in non-

existent outside the Jewish world, 
all forms of communication must be 
carefully screened. Kedusha is in no 
way fostered by movies, television, 
newspapers or books. This may not 
mean totally eliminating them, but 
stringent screening criteria must be 
developed by every serious thinking 
Jew. 

I find it very depressing when 
fine, upright, "frum" Jews, men and 
women alike, espouse ideas that are 
foreign to our thinking, or even use 
language that is unacceptable. These 
are not the results of lessons learned 
in Yeshiva or Bais Yaakov, but rather 
stem from uncensored influences, 
whether they be T. V ., books, or any 
other media. 

Just as we are expected to control 
our tongues and swallow some juicy 
tidbit of gossip, so too we must shut 
a book if it appear unacceptable. At 
no point in life is anyone beyond 
influence, and the suggestion of Mr. 
Fulda that our minds remain ours 
when formed by various experien
ces is in itself misguided. 

All our lives must be spent in judi
cious observation of the world 
around us and the Torah can be our 
only yardstick. 

RUTH B. FELDER 
New York City 
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Help for Orthodox Addicts 
article on Orthodox Jews in AA and 
PA (Oct. 81). 

To the Editor: Just last week I observed my tenth 
anniversary, ten years of freedom 
from alcohol and pill addiction. (No, 

I wish to express my most heart
felt gratitude for your magnificent 
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Kosher wine 
needn't be sweet 

just special 

And special means Kedem. Premium wines from the 
classic vineyards of France, Italy, Spain and the U.S. 

All specially selected for the finesse and character 
that lingers happily on your palate. Kosher, of course. 

KE''':M® 
KOSHER PASSOVER WINES 

KEDEM WINE CO .. NEW YORK. N.Y. 

I did not throw a kiddush!) I first 
joined AA with the mistaken belief 
that there were no Jewish alcoholics 
other than myself. Soon, I learned 
that there are many, many others. 
However, for many years I was the 
only known Orthodox Jew in the 
program. 

I met several people who had left 
frumkeil, due to their alcoholism, feel
ing that there was no hope for them 
in this world or the next. Now there 
are a number of us who openly 
attend AA meetings in kipof or even 
full chassidic dress, unashamed 
among our fellow AA members. 

There is still a tremendous prob
lem of stigma to be overcome. Most 
of us maintain total anonymity 
within our communities, for fear of 
being maligned-not because of ac
tive alcoholism or addiction, but 
because we have recovered, because 
we attend AA. 

The Observer article is a major 
breakthrough for us in several ways. 
First, it is the first major step in rid
ding the Jewish world of the terrible 
stigma which can be attached to rec
overy from this disease. Second, 
over the years we have heard of 
many cases of frum men and women 
who are left to die horrible deaths 
from this disease, because they and 
their families do not know about 
AA, because there are many mis
conceptions about AA and the dis
ease, because they would rather die, 
they would simply rather die, or 
allow their loved one to die, than 
admit the existence of the disease 
and the acceptability of the cure. 
This can finally end, as the [rum 
world learns of the disease and the 
refua. There is no question halachi
cally about the disease or the cure. 
Let any rav who is still unfamiliar
with both, examine both, as my rav 
did many years ago. 
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One of the worst problems for 
me, by the way, has been well
meaning Orthodox Jews who know 
my past and my membership in AA, 
and without consulting either a rau 
or competent medical authorities, 
have gone so far as to try to hold 
wine or other alcohol beverages 
under my nose for me to drink "a 
little, /'koved Shabbos," or the like; or 
who attempt to convince me to quit 
AA and return to drinking. What is 
the halacho in dealing with these 
people? 

Another problem that I feel should 
be addressed by Agudath Israel is 
the need for an in-patient treatment 
facility, or possibly two, for the 
treatment of acute states of alcoho
lism and addiction, under strict Or
thodox management, with a good 
hashgacha, and with competent, ex
perienced, well-trained personnel. 
The most highly regarded alcohol
ism treatment facility in North 
America is Hazeldine, in Minnesota, 
and many effective facilities are 
modeled on the "Hazeldine plan." 
Currently, there is no place for the 
Orthodox Jew to go for detoxifica
tion which is safely under Orthodox 
auspices, no place where the frurn 
person and his family can feel safe 
and secure. 

Still another problem is simply 
finding places to hold meetings, for 
those who want to meet in places 

Please inquire about Mesifta Over
night Camp (in the mountains), 
Mesifta Day Camp (in the city) and 
Day Camps {in the city) (Separate 
boys-girls 3-13 ). Please note: Registra
tion is now open for our Yeshiva Kin
dergarten and Pre-lA (separate boys 
and girls schools). 

375.3775 

Yeshiva of Brooklyn 

Learning 
Day Camps 

3-14 
(separate camps for boys & girls) 
Outstanding Rebbeim & Morahs. 

Activities packed full of fun. 

376-3775 
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other than churches. Orthodox Jew· 
ish members of AA and PA express 
fear of being seen on their way to 
meetings, by other Orthodox Jews. 
They'd like to meet in a shul, per· 
haps, but not where they'd be seen. 
On the other hand, shuls are reluc· 
tent to allow "a bunch of shikkers" to 
hold AA meetings in their premises. 
Reform temples now allow meet
ings, and people attend them with
out fear. A Federation has allowed 
meetings, and so has a "Y." 

Perhaps the lead can be taken by 
those Orthodox facilities in which 
meetings are held by Overeaters 
Anonymous, Weight Watchers, 
Recovery, Inc., and other self-help 
groups. 

Again, my most sincere gratitude 
for your article. 

NAME WITHHELD 
By REQUEST 
New York City 

CALENDAR 
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The calendar published 
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Home: A Hundred Years of the NY 
Board of Rabbis, May '81; Religious Plu
ralism: The Problem in Israel The"Who 
is a Jew?" Implication, May '81; Of Unity 
and Arrogance, Summer '81. 

Review Article The Chumash and its Com
mentaries in Translations (Books), Nov. 
'81; A Lesser "Dunkirk"-A Smaller 
Miracle (Books) Nov. '80; New Halachic 
Literature in the Vernacular, (Books) 
Apr. '81; "Masada" Revisited-What Are 
Heroics? May '81; Torah Classics in 
English (Books), Summer'81; The Latest 
in Juvenile Reading {Books), Sept. '81; 
Halacha in English - Contd., Dec. '81. 

Science and Judaism Technology in Service 
of Torah, Oct. '80. 

Social Comment Post-election Comment: 
The Past is Here to Stay (We Hope), 
Nov. '80; The Gunman, the President 
and Our Open Society, Apr. '81; "A 
Unique Travelers' Insurance", Sept. '81; 
Wanted: Help for Orthodox Addicts, 
Nov. '81; ERA Comes Home, Nov. '81; 
Letters to the Editor, Nov. '81. 

Soviet Jewry "from Bondage to Freedom", 
Mar. '81; Notes from a Conversation 
(with Rivka Drori), Mar. '81; The Sweet 
Taste of Freedom!, Mar. '81; To Life-a 
Jerusalem Story, Apr. '81; PS-The 
Miracles of Yoseif Mendelevich, May 
'81; Reaching the Russians: An Historic 
Obligation, Summer '81. 

Special Education The Different Ones, Dec. 
'81; Hashem's Special Children, Dec. 
'81. 

Teshuva Succos: The Triumphant Song of 
Teshuva, Oct. '81; The Moment of 
Falsehood, Sept. '81; The"Aveira" of .. 
Doing Mitzvos, Sept. '81. 

Torah Im Derech Eretz Rabbi Joseph Breuer, 
May '81; Dr. Raphael Moller-Physician, 
"T almid Chacham," and "Rosh Hako
hol", Sept. '81; The Last "Parnes" of 
Eiterfeld: Mr. Max Lomner {Lomnitz), 
Sept. '81; A Day in the Life of a "Tzaddik 
Nistar": Dr. Shimon Askovitz, Sept. '81. 

Torah Study Zevulun on the Installment 
Plan, Sept. '81; Higher Horizons Down 
Under, Nov. '81. 

Translations and Adaptations Succos: The 
Triumphant Song of Teshuva, Oct. '80; 
Taking Matters to Heart, Jan. '81; Find
ing the Permanent in the Transitory, 
Jan. '81; Recognizing the Loss; Putting 
Ideas to Work, Jan. '81; Toward Meeting 
Current Needs, Jan. '81; Personal 
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Growth for Community Responsibility, 
Apr. '81; Teaching-to Keep Kial Yis
roel Alive, Apr. '81; Mobilizing for Cri
sis, Apr. '81; Participation of Agudath 
Israel in the Government in Eretz Yis
roel, May "SI; A Time to See and Be 
Seen, Dec. '81; Of Harmony and Bless
ings, Dec. '81; Criticism, Compromise 
and Constructive Action, Dec. '81. 

World War II-Commemoration Memo: To 
an Unidentified Public Relations Agen
cy, Nov. '80; Letters to the Editor, Jan. 
'81; Update on a Memo, Sept. '81. 

Yeshiva Education Letters, Nov. '80; Mish
nayos-A Course of Study for Young 
and Old, Nov. '80; Dear Morah, Nov. 
'80; Dear Mother, Mar. '81; The Vanish
ing Yeshiva Rebbe, Apr. '81; An Extraor
dinary Call to Action-and the Begin
nings of a Response, Apr. '81; Personal 
Growth for Community Responsibility, 
Apr. '81; Teaching-to Keep Kial Yis
roel Alive, Apr. '81; Mobilizing for Cri
sis, Apr. '81; Talmidim Recall an Inspir
ing Rebbe: Rabbi Moshe Schwab, Apr. 
'81; Tuition Tax Credits: Hope for Hard
Hit Yeshiva Parents?, Sept. '81; Letters 
to the Editor, Sept. '81; Higher Horizons 
Down Under, Nov. '81; A Non-Disap
pearing Rebbe, Nov. '81; Rabbi Yitzchok 
Hutner-By the Writing Desk of the 
Master, Dec. '81. 

Yeshivas The Kamenitzer Partnership, Oct. 
'80; Letters, Oct. '80. 

AUTHORS 
Beilus, Rabbi feivel "Zos Chanukah": This is 

Chanukah, Nov. '81. 
Belsky, Rabbi Hillel A Non-Disappearing 

Rebbe, Nov. '81. 
Berenbaum, Rabbi Shmuel Mobilizing for 

Crisis, Apr. '81. 
Bodenheimer, Dr. Ernst L. Rabbi Joseph 

Breuer, May '81. 
Chill, Rabbi Michel The Yeshiva Graduate 

in the Rabbinate-a Re-examination, 
Apr. '81. 

Chinn, Rabbi Yitzchok The Four-Sided 
Question, Summer '81. 

"Cohen, A.B."Wanted: Help for Orthodox 
Addicts, Nov. '81. 

Denker, Amnon All By Myself, Dec. '81. 
Elias, Rabbi Joseph Participation of Agudath 

Israel in the Government in Eretz Yis
roel, May '81. 

Feinstein, Rabbi Moshe Taking Matters to 
Heart, Jan. '81; Of Harmony and Bless
ings, Dec. '81. 

feitman, Rabbi Yaakov Succos: The T rium
phant Song of Teshuva, Oct. 80; Ozrov, 
A Dynasty of Kedusha, Jan. '81. 

Feuer, Rabbi Avraham Chaim Out of 
Many-One, Mar. '81. 

fryshman, Dr. Bernard On Losing One's 
Mind, May '81. 

Geldwirth, Rabbi Lipa The Rav's Last Inter
view (A Visit with Rabbi Joseph Breuer 
7"tr}, May '81. 

Gershon, Devorah Time ... (Poem), Mar. '81; 
A Prayer ... (Poem), Mar. '81. 

Goldberg, Rabbi Hillel A Walk in the Rain, 
Jan. '81; The Sweet Taste of Freedom!, 
Mar. '81; To Life-a Jerusalem Story, 
Apr. '81. 

Gottleib,Rabbi David The Amateur's Burden 
in Reaching Out, Summer '81. 

Greenwald, Sruly A Day in the Life of a 
"TzaddikNistar": Dr. Shimon Askovitz, 
Sept. '81. 

Grinblatt, Mrs. Ita Dear Morah, Nov. '81. 
Grozovsky, Rabbi Reuvain Participation of 

Agudath in the Government in Eretz 
Yisroel, May '81. 

Hoffman, Marty Diary of a New Student, 
Summer '81. 

Hutner, Rabbi Yitzchok Succos: The Trium
phant Song of Teshuva, Oct. '80. 

Kamenetzky, Rabbi Yaakov Finding the 
Permanent in the Transitory, Nov. '81; 
Personal Growth For Community 
Responsibility, Apr. '81; A Time to See 
and Be Seen, Dec. '81. 

Kaminetzky, Dr. Joseph A Lesser"Dunkirk" -
A Small Miracle, Nov. '80. 

Kaplan, Rabbi Ary eh Technology in Service 
of Torah, Oct. '81. 

Karfiol, Esther A Letter from Jerusalem, 
Apr. '81. 

Kaufman, Lester R. Hashem's Special Child
ren, Dec. '81. 

Kerzner, Rabbi Yitzchok The Torah Family, 
Mar. '81. 

Kirzner, Rabbi Yisroel Mayer Rabbi Yitz
chok Hutner-By the Writing Desk of 
the Master, Dec. '81. 

Kotler, Rabbi Shneur Toward Meeting Cur
rent Needs, Jan. '81; Teaching-to Keep 
Kial Yisroel Alive, Apr. '81. 

Kranzler, Dr. Gershon A "Sh1iach Tzibbur" 
in Williamsburg: Reh Yisroel Rosen
baum, Nov. '80; The "Oisher'' of Wil
liamsburg-In Tribute to Reh Chaim 
Gelb, Nov. '81. 

Lazenga, Rochel Leah The Calling (Poem), 
Sept. '81. 

Leizerson, Mrs. Breindy Dear Mother, Mar. 
'81. 

Lomner, Rabbi Nosson The Last "Parnes" of 
Eiterfeld: Mr. Max Lomner (Lomnitz), 
Sept. '81. 

Lubinsky, Rabbi Menachem Tuition Tax 
Credits: Hope for Hard-Hit Yeshiva 
Parents?, Sept. '81. 

Nahmoud, Nehama Consuelo Mashad's 
Marranos, May '81. 

Pam, Rabbi Avraham Between Parents and 
Sons, Mar. '81. 

Relis, Yehuda At the Wall (Poem), Mar. '81. 
Ribowsky, Mrs. Helene The Different Ones, 

Dec. '81. 
Ruderman, Rabbi Yaakov Yitzchok Recog

nizing the Loss, Putting Ideas to Work, 
Jan. '81. 

Schaps, David The Moment of Falsehood, 
Sept. '81. 

Scheinman, Rabbi A." And 'Darkness' - That 
Is Greece," Nov. '80; "Masada" Revisited 
-What Are Heroics?, May '81; Polish 
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Unrest: Whom Do We Cheer?, May'Sl; 
Repairing the Effects of the Churban, 
Summer '81; The"Aveira" of .. Doing 
Mitzvos, Sept. '81. 

Scherman, Rabbi Nosson Rabbi Joseph 
Breuer, May '81. 

Schostak, Rabbi Zev The Vanishing Yeshiva 
Rebbe, Apr. '81. 

Schwartz, Rabbi ElkanahMemo: To an Un
identified Public Relations Agency, Nov. 
'80. 

Shapiro, Rabbi Chaim The Kamenitzer 
Partnership: Rabbi Baruch Ber Leibo
witz and Rabbi Reuvain Grozovsky, 
Oct. '80; P.S. The Kamenitzer Partner
ship, Nov. '80; "Words from the Heart", 

Apr. '81; P.S. Return of the Maggiddim, 
Summer '81. 

Shapiro, Rabbi Moshe Shmuel Criticism, 
Compromise and Constructive Action, 
Dec. '81. 

Shulman, Avi Mishnayos-A Course of 
Study for Young and Old, Nov. '80. 

Stern, Mrs. Chana Housewifely Reflections, 
May '81; Perfection, May '81 (Poems). 

Susholz, Mrs. Baila Hakafos (Poem) , Oct. 
'80; On Progress (Poem), Jan. '81; Mun
dane (Poem), Jan. '81. 

Svei, Rabbi Elya Raising a Torah Family, 
Mar. '81. 

Teller, Hanoch P.S.-Baalei Teshuva, Nov. 
'80; A Purim Passing, Mar. '81. 

T oshavi, EzrieJ Voting in the Israeli Elec
tions: From Dilemma to Sacred Obliga
tion, May '81; After the Elections, 
Summer '81; Digging for Roots, Sept. 
'8]. 

Weinbach, Rabbi Mendel A Post-Mortem on 
Autopsies, Jan. '81. 

Wikler, Meir The Shabbos Table, Mar. '81; A 
Unique Travelers' Insurance, Sept. '81. 

Wolpin, Rabbi Nisson "From Bondage to 
Freedom", Mar. '81;"Wekome Home!"
The View From Room 925, Mar. '81; 
Reaching the Russians: An Historic 
Obligation, Summer '81; The Crooked 
Mirror-II, Nov. '81. 

Copies of articles listed are available in back issues at $1.50 each. If the issue is out of print, a 
photo-copy of the specified article will be sent at the same rate. Write to: THe Jewish Observer 
I Back Issue Department I 5 Beekman St. New York, N. Y. 10038. Remittance must accompany 
your order. 
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CAMPAGUDAH 
is looking for 

Top-_Grade professional 
Rabbeim and Senior Yeshiva 

bachurim to serve as 
learning rabbeim. 

We are willing to make it 
worth your while. 

For information call: 

791-1822 

STILL AVAILABLE 
LIMITED AMOUNT 

1. Sefer "Hilchos Loshon 
Hora U'Rechilus" 

2. Sefer "Shaar Cheshbon 
Hanefesh" 

Send $1.00 for shipping and 
handling costs to: 

Publications Department 

Agudath Israel World Organization 
5 Beekman Street 

New York, N.Y. 10038 

SHELLY 
LADli 

ll'dlestra 
438-3402 

. . . . . . .... . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . 
•••• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

• • • • 

K'HAL ADATH JESHURUN 
Washington Heights, N.Y. 

Available from Butchers under Kehillo Supervision 

• ·"·.A.-,,,_ 

ADAS POUL TRY 
212 ·253· 7733 
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CHINUCH A TZMAI TO HONOR RABBI SCHAPIRA 

Rabbi Avrohom Yoseph Schapira, noted 
Israeli industrialist, Agudath Israel Knesset 
deputy and Chairman of the government 
coalition, will be Guest of Honor at the 
annual National Dinner of Chinuch Atzmai~ 
Torah Schools for Israel on Sunday, April 25, 
at The New York Hilton. 

Rabbi Schapira consented to the designa
tion during a visit by the Executive Commit
tee of the organization's Board of Governors: 
Rabbi Levi Krupenia, Rabbi Shmuel Beren
baum, and Rabbi Shmuel Avigdor Faivelson, 
K"C17W, accepting the request of the Roshei 
Yeshivas, he noted three reasons why Chi
nuch Atzmai-Torah Schools is of top priority: 

(1) Kial Yisroel: Chinuch Atzmai is more 
than an institution, or a network of schools. It 
is a movement addressed to the entire Yishuv 
of Israel, reaching out to communities 
throughout the land, and geared to serve all 
elements and segments with a Torah educa
tion. {2) Increased enroll merit in senior yeshivas: The 
Torah community throughout the world has 
been inspired to note the constant growth of 
higher yeshivos, kollelim, and seminaries in 
Israel, and their continued increase in enroll
ment. This expansion is a direct result of the 
demand for higher Torah education by the 
graduates of Chinuch Atzmai-Torah Schools. 

NINTH EDITION OF 
AGUDA TH ISRAEL 

MINCHA MINYAN MAP 
RELEASED 

The popular Manhattan Mincha Minyan 
Map, published by the Commission on 
Community services of Agudath Israel of 
America, recently published its ninth edition 
since it was first introduced six years ago. In 
annonudng the availability of the newest edi
tion, Dr. Bernard Fryshman, chairman of the 
Commission noted that the map included 
nearly 60 locations for Jews to pray Mincha 
during the business day. 

The newest edition of the Mincha Minyan 
Map is available free by sending a self
addressed, postage paid envelope to the 
Commission on Community Services, Agu
dath Israel of America, 5 Beekman Street, 
New York City 10038. 

i1'5li1 tl~1i 

EV 7-1750 
ll",!l ,~!) 

ll/ll'Ti'O,,N 'l:i:t1\l'Tii,1m1 
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{3) Financial pressures: Chinuch Atzmai has 
been brought as a sacrifice on the altar of 
cutbacks in government subsidies. A difficult 
financial situation has been rendered threat
eningly worse, and requires immediate 
remedy. 

During the brief time since Rabbi Schapira 
was catapulted into international prominence 
through his election to the Knesset last 
summer, he has captivated the worlds of 
politics, journalism, and community life 
through his incisive interpretations of the 
issues and concerns that confront the Jewish 
people. His public identification with the 
cause of Chinuch Atzmai-Torah Schools ref
lects his perception of priority needs, and is 
expected to encourage others to join in 
stronger support for the unique educational 
system, which has been serving Jewry since 
1953. 

The Annual National Dinner is a long 
established event in the North American 
Torah community that brings together lead
ing spiritual and lay leaders in a massive dem
onstration of endorsement for Torah educa
tion in Israel. Tens of thousands of children 
and thousands of teachers in hundreds of 
institutions in communities throughout Is
rael benefit directly from this outpouring of 

solidarity. This assistance has made possible 
the expansion of the network through addi~ 
tional children and new schools. Founded by 
Torah sages and continuing under their lead
ership, the network has made a decisive 
impact on Israel's first generation, and is 
seeking expanded support as it faces a second 
generation of Jewish youth in Israel who 
must be reached with a Torah education. The 
identification of Abbi Schapira with this 
effort serves to underscore the wide-spread 
support it deserves. 

YESHIVA PARENTS IN MAJOR CAMPAIGN 
ON TUITION TAX CREDITS 

Parents of yeshiva children throughout the 
country are in the midst of a major campaign 
to urge legislators and the White House to 
pass tuition tax credits in this session of Con
gress, it was announced by Professor Larry 
Katz, chairman of the "Campaign to Relieve 
Independent Education" of Agudath Israel of 
America. The Campaign, which includes a 
network of 31 coordinators and committees 
throughout the country, is coordinating the 
efforts by the yeshiva parents who are mak
ing their feelings known to Congressmen 
and Senators, as well as to President Ronald 
Reagan. 

According to Prof. Katz, the urgency of the 
action comes just several weeks after the 
President assured the 59th national conven
tion of Agudath Israel of America that he 
would "work with this Congress to formulate 
the kind of legislation which provides tax 
relief to those families which pay tuition in 
addition to supporting their public schools." 
He said that the President had made similar 
statements to educators of other faiths, and 
that the public should not permit him to 

renege on his promises. 
The parents were writing in support of the 

Packwood-Moynihan Tuition Tax Relief Act 
of 1981, or S. 550, which would grant parents 
of children in yeshivos a credit of up to $500 
per child when the bill becomes fully ef
fective. 

Although a significant number of yeshivos 
have embarked on the campaign, some ye
shivos have announced that they have already 
concluded their efforts. They include Yeshiva 
of Crown Heights, Beth Jacob-Beth Miriam, 
Torah Academy of Greater Philadelphia, Sy
racuse Hebrew Day School, Tucson Hebrew 
Academy, Cincinnati Hebrew Day School, 
Yeshiva of New Square, Hebrew Academy of 
Suffolk County, Hebrew Academy of Cleve
land, Lakewood Cheder School, Beth Chana, 
Yeshiva Heichel Hatorah and Bais Yaakov 
(California). A second list of yeshivos in
volved is scheduled to be released shortly. 

Prof. Katz urged all Jews to write their 
Congressmen and Senators in support of the 
measure and also to make their feelings 
known to the White House. 
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AGUDATH ISRAEL AGENCY EXPANDS PROGRAM 
FOR DISPLACED HOMEMAKERS 

A project designed to assist women who 
must work because of widowhood, divorce or 
husband's disability will shortly begin another 
cycle of its innovative and exciting job aware
ness group, According to Miss Risa Schmook
ler, director of the Fresh Start Training Pro
gram for displaced homemakers of Agudath 
Israel of America. The job awareness group 
helps such women take the firt step towards a 
fresh start in life. 

The job awareness group, which meets 
three afternoons a week for six weeks, fo
cuses on such topics as confidence building, 
assertiveness training, resume writing and 
interviewing techniques. Workshops are held 
on such topics as vomen's legal rights and 
dressing and grooming for success on the job. 

Interest testing and other learning tools are 
used to help the displaced homemakers make 
decisions about their future. Field trips to 
interesting and informative sites are part of 
the program as well. 

The Agudath Israel project is the only such 
endeavor under Orthodox Jewish auspices in 
the country and has succeeded in serving 
thousands of displaced homemakers since its 
inception three years ago. Fresh Start is 
funded by the New York State Department 
of Labor. In addition to job training opportun
ities, stipends are also available to those who 
need additional financial assistance. Women 
who wish to take advantage of this program 
may call 627-3500. 

Your Assurance 
ol the Highest 

Quality Kosber@and 
Superb Taste 

at Passover. 

@ Certified Kosher by 1he Uri•on of Orthodox Jewish Congregations 

.t 

AGUDATH ISRAEL: 
ST A TE APPROVES 

ENGINEERING, CPA EXAMS 
FOR SABBATH OBSERVERS 
The New York State Education Depart

ment has agreed to a request by the Commis
sion on Legislation and Civic Action of Agu
dath Israel of America to make special ac
commodations for Engineering and Land 
surveying license examinations as well as 
candidates for the Certified Public Account
ing examinations, according to Shmuel Prag
er, general counsel of the legislative commis
sion. The dialogue began when Agudath 
Israel learned that the April license examina
tion for Engineering and Land Surveying was 
to be given on the last day of Pesach and that 
the October 1986 examination coincided with 
Chol Hamoed Succos. 

When the State was apprised of the possi
ble conflict for Sabbath observers, it agreed 
to provide a special administration of the 
1982 examination on April 19th. The State 
also assured Agudath Israel that it would 
satisfactorily resolve the 1986 conflict. 

The State Education Department also ag
reed to revise CPA examination applications 
to indicate that Sabbath observers may begin 
Friday examinations in November earlier 
than the official starting time so that the 
examination could be completed with ample 
time before sundown. 

The action by the State to resolve these 
examination conflicts followed the earlier 
intervention of Agudath Israel's legislative 
commission with the National Council of 
State Boards of Nursing, which has subse
quently adopted a schedule of examinations 
for the next nine years which would not con
flict with the Jewish Sabbath or holidays. Mr. 
Prager said that Agudath Israel's legislative 
commission continues its review of dates of 
other licensing examinations to assure that 
they will not pose any hardships for Ortho
dox Jews. 

AGUDATH ISRAEL AGENCY 
REACHES OUT 

OVER AIR WAVES 
A regular radio program called "Morning 

Chizuk" is providing Jewish listeners with 
basic information in Judaism, in a program 
sponsord by Chizuk-The Torah Link, an 
agency of the Agudath Israel World Organi
zation. The program features Rabbi Dovid 
Godwasser, the director of Chizuk, on Mon
days through Thursdays at 7:30 A.M. on 
WFMU 91.1 during the Hebrew and Jewish 
Program of Upsala College hosted by Zalman 
Umlas. 
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MOETZES GEDOLEI HA TORAH 
MEETS ON KNESSET 

COALITION AGREEMENT 
A meeting of the Moetzes Gedolei Ha

T orah (Council of Torah Sages) of Agudath 
Israel, held here on January 20 at the world 
headquarters of Agudath Israel, discussed 
the implementation of the Knesset coalition 
agreement. These deliberations followed on 
the heels of a conference held earlier between 
Prime Minister Begin and the four Knesset 
deputies of Agudath Israel, during which 
Begin asked them to present their order of 
priorities in the implementation of the coali
tion agreement, which he pledged to fulfill. 

The meeting was opened by the Gerer 
Rebbe Rabbi Simcha Bunim Alter, and it was 
chaired by the Ponoviezer Rosh Yeshiva 
Rabbi Elazer Shach. After hearing a report 
on their negotiations from the Agudist 
Knesset deputies, the Torah Sages asked the 
Agudist Knesset delegation to place special 
emphasis on several key points of the agree
ment: the appointment of an assistant direc
tor in the Health Ministry who would make a 
special effort to put a halt to the large number 
of abortions taking place, coupled with a mass 
public information drive to explain the ser
iousness of this violation of Jewish law; final
izing the observance of Shabbos in ports and 
at the Lud Airport; stopping El Al flights on 
Shabbos and Jewish holidays; revising the 
"Law of Return" to clarify that in order to be 
recognized as a Jew, conversions must be in 
conformance with halacha; passing a Law to 
halt archaeological digs in cemetery areas. 

In addition to Rabbi Shach and the Gerer 
Rebbe, the other members of the Moetzes 
Gedolei HaTorah who participated in the 
meeting were the Visznitzer Rebbe; the Slon
imer Rebbe; Rabbi Boruch Shimon Schneer
son, Rosh Yeshiva of T shibin; the Mach
novker Rebbe; Rabbi Moshe Shmuel Shapiro, 
Rosh Yeshiva of Be' er Yaakov; the Modzitzer 
Rebbe; Rabbi Simcha Zisel Broide, Rosh 
Yeshiva of Chevron; Rabbi Nisim Karelitz, 
Rosh Kole! Chazon Ish; Rabbi Avrohom 
Yaakov Zaleznik, Rosh Yeshiva of Eitz 
Chaim; and the Sadigerer Rebbe. The Belzer 
Rebbe could not attend because of illness, 
Rabbi Pinchos Menachem Alter the Rosh 
Yeshiva of S'fas Emes was out of the country, 
and Rabbi Yochanan Soifer, the Rosh Yeshiva 
of Erloy, was indisposed. 

The meeting also deliberated on methods 
of expanding the vast network of adult Tor ah 
study groups-"Reshet Shiurei Torah"
which Agudath Israel sponsors throughout 
Israel, particularly in spritually underdeve
loped neighborhoods. It was decided that the 
Moetzes Gedolei Ha Tor ah should meet in 
two months again on the implementations of 
the decisions adopted at this meeting. 
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r-- Clive tl1~ Perfect Ci-ift-
1 Two More Links in the Chain 

of Jewish History 

Portrait of 
Two Families 
The conflicts and chal
lenges faced by two 
German-Jewish fami
lies and the opposing 
paths they chose. 
Hardc(wcr . . . $5.95 

tthamar/The Agunah 
Two stories - one of 
the Land of Judah, 
shortly before the de
struction of the Sec
ond Temple; and one 
of a seemingly unsolv
able dilemma in 19th 
century Europe. 
Hardcover ..... $5.95 

Appearing in English for the first time are the two newest additions to the well-known 
MARCUS- LEHMANN SERIES, Portrait of Two Families and lthamar/The Agunah (two 
stories). These books, now available as part of Fe!dheim's Jewish Youth Classics, comprise a 
collection of religious novels which present the broad panorama of Jewish history to the 
teen-age reader. As meaningful today as when the original books were first published, they 
continue to entertain, educate and inspire, tracing the unending chain of Jewish faith and 
history throughout the ages. 

Other books in the series: 

The Royal Resident ($4.95) ... Akiba ($5.95) .. The Family y Aguilar ($5.95) 
Faith and Courage I Del Monte (The Penknife ($4.95) ... The Count ofCoucy (Vanished ($4.95) 
Just in Time ($4.95) ... Rabbi Jose!man of Rosheim (2 vols. $11.95) 

r.; FE LDHEIM Available at your Jewi'1 Bookdealers ordlrec! f10m the publisher: ,.. .J 96 East B10adway, New York, N.Y. 10002 

PUB LI SHERS Send check and add sales ta>: where applicable 
free illustrated FELDHEtM CATALOG available upon request 

11,,, ,,,3,, 113,~n ,,l'~ ,£>" 
.,,,,,~ ilN':P.l Vli'!:> Oll 

'N i'';:in e tl'llN)TI J'1lll!>t7TI tl)I 

Shaarei T'Shuva L 'Rabeinu Yonah 
With explanation and commentary of MARJ"D 

Volume I of Limited First Edition 

For information call (212) 851·2522 
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RESHET: 
RESHES SHIUREI TORAH 

As its name implies, Reshet is a network 
whose specialized mission entails organizing 
Torah study for all segments of the Torah 
community across the country. Revitalized 
just months ago, Reshet has several innova
tive programs including the creation of a uni
que matching system enabling interested 
individuals to request and hopefully obtain a 
learning partner or shiur in any given Torah 
subject. To date, Reshet has succeeded in 
effecting over lSO such matches. 

Reshet arranges for periodic public shiu
rim, most recently a Drasha on lnyonei Cha-

ANNUAL LUNCHEON OF 
N'SHEI AGUDATH ISRAEL TO 

HONOR NINE 
OUTSTANDING WOMEN 

Sunday, March 14-
Roosevelt Hotel 

Mrs. Esther Raizel Knobel and Mrs. Renee 
Scharf announce that the following ladies 
will be honored at the Annual Lucheon of 
N'shei Agudath Israel to be held on March 14 
at the Roosevelt Hotel, New York City: Mrs. 
Clara Gottesman-Gemilas Chesed Awar
dee, Mrs. Chaya Hubner-Community Ser
vice Awardee; Mrs. Tzertel Kenner-Sara 
Schenirer Awardee, Mrs. Ruth Lasker-So
cial Service Awardee, Mrs. Shoshana Lef
kowitz-Humar\itarian Awardee, Mrs. !tu 
Lustig-Community Service Awardee, and 
Mrs. Dina Ochs-Aishes Chayil Awardee. 

The Co-Presidents of the East Side Jr. 
N'shei Agudath Israel. Mrs. Malkie Machlis 
and Mrs. Mindy Tannenbaum, will be the 
recipients of a "Special Branch of the Year 
Award" for the outstanding accomplishments 
of their branch. The Journal Co-Chairman, 
Mrs. Miriam Borchardt and Mrs. Alice Neu
stadt welcome your participation in the Jour
nal which will be published in conjunction 
with the Luncheon. 

Rabbi Yaakov Pollak, spiritual leader of 
Shomrei Emunah in Brooklyn will be the 
guest speaker. 

The proceeds of the Luncheon and Journal 
will be allocated for the expansion of the 
Trade School and Residence Home in Rishon 
LeZion for underprivileged and orphan girls. 
The funds raised will also provide food for 
the needy, comfort and help to the youth and 
the elderly in Jerusalem, Bnei Brak and other 
communities throughout Israel. 

For further information regarding ad 
blanks and reservations for our Luncheon on 
March 14th, please call 227-5715, Monday 
through Thursdays between 9:30 and 3:30 
P.M. 
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nukah by Rabbi Yaakov Perlow K"t::'':''U, the 
Noviminsker Rebbe. 

On another front, Reshet under the direc
torship of Rabbi Laibish Becker has in a short 
period of time successfully opened two night 
Batei Medrashim where Balei Batim may 
come learn B'chavrusah or join a shiur. Bais 
Hamedrash I located at 805 Kings Highway 
hosts the following Shiurim topics and Ma
gidei Shiur: Mesechta Shabbos-Rabbi Aba 
Brudny; Baba Metzia-Rabbi Akiva Birn
baum; Mishnayos~Rabbi Laibish Becker; 
Emunos V'Daos relating to Parshas Hasha
vua~-Rabbi Shlomo Carlebach (former 
Mashgiach Ruchni of Mesifta Rabbeinu 
Chaim Berlin); Hilchos Shabbos-Rabbi Av
rohom Berelowitz. 

Bais Hamedrash II is located at Cong. 
Nefesh Yonason, 748 Ocean Parkway off 
Foster Ave. This Bais Hamedrash located in 
the junction of the Kensington, Flatbush, and 
Bero Park sponsors the following Shiurim: 
Mesechta Brochos (Rabbi Simcha Solevei-

chik), Hilchos Birchos Nehenim (Rabbi Men
del Brus), and Chumash (Rabbi Simcha So
leveichik). 

Reshet also sponsors shiurim in Torah 
Vodaath on Hilchos Nidah, Sunday mornings 
(Rabbi Label Wulliger), and Hilchos Shabbos 
(Rabbi Chaskel Fe!dberger) Monday and 
Wednesday evenings. 

Wanted 
Jewish Men or Women 

with a Heart 
Retired, Unemployed 

or otherwise Available for 
Volunteer Field Work in 
an area where your tal
ents can be put to to Sav
ing Jewish Lives. 

Please call 377-8420 
ask for Mrs. Kaufman 

~I'IERS 
236 Broadway. Brooklyn, N.Y. 11211 

Telephone: 384-8956 
Featuring the largest selection of 

BORSALINO FROM IT ALY 
and 

HABIG FROM VIENNA 
VAN ZINA FROM IT ALY 

IN ANTELOPES AND SUEDES 

Agency for 
SCHAPARELLI, ANTONELLI, 
KANGOL & STETSON HATS 

OPEN SUNDAY 
Come in and meet "Friendly Stan" 

n::iw ;01w nowi iw;:, Jn n::iw ;01w 
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FACTORY OUTLET 
313 3rd Street 

Jersey City, N.J. 
(201) OL 9-9300 

DIRECTIONS: 
By Car: 14 blocks from 

Holland Tunnel 
By Train: 5 block from 

Grove St. PATH Station 

SPEC1AL 
CONSIDERATION 

TO YESHIVA 
STUDINTS 

with our in11ovalive 'design;; 
that securely dip onto ordinary 
neck chains, 14K 1vith diamonds, 
pteci011s and semi-prefiou5 
stones. 

Plus ... an extraordinary 
col/ect1on of high styled, 
meticulously crafted jewelry 
in a wide range of prices. 

~~ 
JIU!!<• .. 

~-~ 4876 13th A<'enue 
Brooklyn. N. Y. 11219 
212·438·3200 

Try MODERN HATTERS and you'll discover
ITS MORE THAN WORTH THE TRIP! 

• • . 

TYPING SERVICE 
EFFICIENT TYPING SERVICE
MANUSCRIPTS, Resumes, Term Papers, 
Reports, etc. Shorn. Shab. Students/ 
Business Reas. Rates. Call 851-2522. 
(Prompt Service) 

The Jewish Observer I February, 1982 

I C:l YES! I would like to know more about the Article Reprint I I Service. Please send me full details on how I can order. 
[]Please include catalogue of available titles. I 

I Name _________ Title--------- I 
I lnstHution/Company I 
I De~artment -· 1 Address _____ _ 

I I 
I ::ii to: Univ~rsit:·:~;ofilms lnter~:lio~:;- I 
I Article Reprint Service I 
I 300 North Zeeb Road 

Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106 I 
L--------------J 
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NEWS FROM 
ZEIREI AGUDA TH ISRAEL 

OF AMERICA 

AM HA TORAH JOURNAL 
In continuation of the Am Hatorah Series 

II, two more volumes have been released 
since the summer. Vol. No. 2 included a 
responsum by Rabbi Moshe Feinstein which 
defines the Halachic responsibilities of special 
children. Rabbi Moshe Sternbuch has a dis
course on whether parental support of a mar
ried child learning in Kole! is Tzedakah and 
may thereby be considered Maaser. The 
worldwide renowned Torah Authority, Rabbi 
Yisroel Yaakov Kanevsky (The Steipler Rav), 
has written a pilpul on the extent of personal 
liability when borrowing money. Among the 
many other articles are articles on topics of 
practical Halacha such as moving electrical 
appliances on Shabbos (Rabbi Moshe Stern, 
the Debritzener Rav) and the wearing of gold 
watches in a public domain. (Rabbi Moshe 
Heineman) 

Volume No. 3 was a special commemora
tive double length issue l'zeicher Rabbi Baruch 
Sorotzkin ;•xr. A limited number of hard 
covered volumes of this special issue were 
printed. Among the many Gedolim and Roshei 
Hayeshiva participating in this fitting tribute to 
a Gadol who devoted his entire life working 
for K'lal Yisroel are : Rabbi Moshe Feinstein; 
Rabbi Yaakov Ruderman; Rabbi Shneur Kot
ler; Rabbi Mordechai Gifter; and Rabbi Y. 
Kanevsky, the Steipler Rav. To receive a copy 
of this issue call 791-1820. 

PIRCHEI AGUDA TH ISRAEL 
OPENS SIX NEW BRANCHES 
Pirchei Agudath Israel of America wel

comed six new branches recently, in Cincin
nati, Denver, Miami Beach, Lakewood, and 
Pelham Parkway and Riverdale in New York 
City, adding nearly 500 new youngsters to 
the ranks of the Agudist youth movement. 

This signals the continued growth of the 
youth movement in which nearly 25,000 
youngsters, led by 2,000 volunteer leaders 
are involved throughout the country. Pirchei 
Agudath Israel, continuing its regular Shabbos 
sessions in its branches, has recently made 
new strides through its multi-faceted Torah 
contests. Plans are currently underway for 
the celebration of the annual Siyum Mish
nayos, which this year will be on March 13th 
in New York. Traditionally, some 1,500 
youngsters represent the movement at the 
festivity, capping some 100,000 Mishnayos 
learned by heart. Local Siyum Mishnayos 
celebrations are held in various cities, includ
ing a plan for a large siyum in the city of 
Cleveland for the entire Midwest. 
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YAO ELIEZER 
is an organization in Israel that supports over 350 families 
in Yerushalayim with monthly food packages. It is staffed 
totally by volunteers so that every penny you send is used 
to support these families. The need for Pesach is extremely 
great. 

Can you help? 

Send tax deductible contributions to: 

S. Tropper 
1102 East 26th Street 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11210 

or 
Y.Rupp 
602 7th Street 
Lakewood, N.J. 08701 

For more information call: 212-258-1580 
Endorsed by Gedolei Ha Torah in Eretz Yisroe/ 
and the USA 

Available for 
Pesa ch 

np1;n tv1i'!l 
Perush Harokeach: 

Shmos, Vayikra 
$10.75 postage paid 

Bamidbar, Devarim, Haftorahs 

$12.00 postage paid 

also: 
c•1v101 n;mn ?V n;n~ 'iVtv 

N11t:l"l?to ,70.li~ 1"1NC '1.l1rnin liNC 
11Nln 1"10 ,nN'!t'l ":l1 NlI1n 

N"ll'?!V ,1!t' i!V?N :iin 
$8 post paid 

Julius Klugman O.P.C. 
461 Ft. Washington Ave. 

New York, N.Y. 10033 

f.>> .·.· ... ··.··••··c•····.··' Hebfev(. ;~<:ad.ell)f.·Of •. Cl.evefand 
poblish~sg~er 5~· Edp~iltiol'lal ltellJ• 
forH.,brell\I lc)ay>5,~n9ol~. · 

.10 

D"'l"'?tln 
wn1n] 
n JUJ'l nUJT!J 

J?C1ll10 Sn-i ··y tJ.l)) 

N'.111. -rJS:r)i; -'TJY llJn D'J. 

~~~~~~~~~~-~n~ 

C:atalog···~erif ll~ri• re9J~;t. Send 
.$1;11() .for;handlil'lg .to: 
HEBRf\\'AC,\OEM~ 

.l'UBU<;ATl{)NS\~~l\t'.··· 
186Q·.S<:J.ut.h Jaytor<R~. >•• 

C:leveland .. ·+t.,ights,. ()~iq· ~118. 
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A subsidiary of 
United Mizrahi Bank LTD., 
Israel 

At Rockefeller Center or 
The Empire State Building 
UMB Means Business. 

Commercial banking is easier now that New Yorkers have a 
choice. They can bank uptown or downtown at UMB Bank & Trust 
Company. 

Whether your commercial interests stretch across town or across 
oceans, UMB crafts its multitude of services to meet your special 
needs. And, there are so many services-commercial loans, 
domestic and international money market operations, import· 
export arrangements, letters of credit and many more. 

As we are increasing our branches, we are increasing the scope 
and flexibility of UMB. So, besides adding a new location, we're 
adding more of the finest commercial and international banking 
professionals to tailor our services to your business needs. 

Service and knowledge-it's our special combination that has 
made us a top choice here in New York and worldwide. Remember, 
banking with UMB means business. 

Closed on all Jewish Holidays. 

~'\UMBBANK 
~~ AND TRUST COMPANY 
Head Office 
Rockefeller Center 
630 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10111 
212-541-8070 

Established in 1923 
Worldwide Assets 
Exceed$ Billion 

Empire State Branch 
350 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10118 
212·94 7 ·3611 

Depositors Now Insured 
Up To $100,000 
Member FDIC 
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