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A remarkable Torah 
personality who dedicated his 

every living breath to the 
needs of Kial-especially 

duringthesepasttwodecades
used this occasion of his last 
public appearance to issue a 

stirring call for unity. 
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Kial Yisroel suffered an irreplacable loss with the tragic passing of 
Rabbi Shneur Kotler i1:J1:l7 P'1:i i:it on 3 Tammuz/June 24, after a brief 
illness. 

Rabbi Kotler was the scion of a noble family in Israel: son of the late 
Rabbi Aharon Kotler 7":i!, world re-knowned Kletzker Rosh Yeshiva, 
founder of Bais Medrash Govoha, in Lakewood, New Jersey, and 
chairman of the Moelzes Gedolei HaTorah (Council of Torah Sages) of 
Agudath Israel of America; and grandson of Rabbi lsser Zalman 
Meltzer 7":i! who was revered as Rav and Rosh Yeshiva of Slutzk, Rosh 
Yeshiva of Eitz Chaim in Jerusalem, and a member of the Moelzes Gedolei 
Ha Torah in Eretz Yisroel. 

Under the leadership of Rabbi Shneur Kotler, Bais Medrash Govoha 
rose from a Bais Medrash and Kolle! of barely 150 students to its 
current status as the world's largest senior Torah institution, with over 
1,000 members. Rabbi Kotler, who coupled unusual humility with 
dynamic involvement in communal affairs on a global scale, also served 
as an active member on the Moelzes Gedolei HaTorah as well as the 
presidium of Agudath Israel of America, and as a member of Torah 
Umesorah's rabbinical advisory board, among countless other endea
vors. He will be sorely missed on both the individual and communal 
levels. 

While a fuller treatment of Rabbi Shneur Kotler and his achieve
ments is in preparation, we present to the readers of The Jewish Observer 
an English-language rendering of Rabbi Kotler's last public address.* 

•oelivered at the annual dinner of Agudath Israel of America, marking the 
movement's 60th anniversary as well as the World Agudath's 70th anniversary. 
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Unity in Diversity 
an address by 

Rabbi Shneur Kotler 'i'~i 
translated from the Yiddish 

Upon seeing a gathering of this size, composed of Jews assembled for the 
purpose of proclaiming K'vod Shomayim-the Glory of Heaven-and of dem
onstrating their acceptance of the Divine authority, one should say "Shehe
chiyanu," praising G-d for "keeping us alive, sustaining us, and bringing us to 
this time." 

There are occasions when this beracha expresses a particular awareness of 
the gifts it celebrates. Sometimes a person might be weary, or fall into a 
defeatist mood and be overcome with a sense of purposelessness. But if a 
person raises his sights, or carefully analyzes his circumstances, he can draw 
hope and encouragement. Such is the prevailing mood at this occasion, 
which marks sixty years of Agudath Israel of America, giving us reason to 
find inspiration and hope. 

Undoubtedly, the sixty years of Agudath Israel of America, as the seventy 
years of Agudath Israel on the world scene, have prepared the soil for the 
growth of the Torah community, and had as well a significant share in its 
subsequent development. Indeed, it was for this very purpose that Agudath 
Israel was founded: to make Torah the salient feature of Jewish life. 

An auspicious gathering of this sort, which projects a Torah society under 
the leadership of Gedolei Torah, brings to mind the ultimate purpose of a 
united Kial Yisroel. The nature of this goal is implicit in a lesson derived from 
the passage that prohibits eating the gid hanasheh-the sinew that runs 
through an animal's hindquarters. 

The Torah forbids the gid because the Sar she/ Eisav (Eisav's ministering 
angel, so to speak) "struck Yaakov's hip socket on the gid hanasheh" during 
their fateful nocturnal struggle. Somehow, in some way, it seems that the 
Sar shel Eisav gained a measure of control over the full stature of Yaakov Avinu 
during this battle. This is difficult to understand for the national character of 
Kial Yisroel-its very destiny-was molded by the Avos (the Patriarchs). 
Jewry's continued existence is virtually based on the conduct and accomp
lishments of the Avos. In the End of Days, when the world is at its highest 
level, and Israel will achieve perfection, this too will be part of the grand 
edifice built on the foundations laid by the Avos. How will this ever come to 
pass if the Sar shel Eisav's hand is on Yaakov's thigh, in effect imposing 
limitations on Yaakov's potential for perfection. 

In truth, Eisav's Sar could not in any way diminish Yaakov's full stature or 
inflict any harm upon his spiritual makeup. He was unbroken in spirit as he 
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The Dream of 
T ranqui/ity 

The Role of 
Agudath Israel 

was in body.-Yes, he did limp after their struggle, but all that the Sar had 
succeeded in achieving was to dislodge a bone from its place (see Chu/in 42b), 
representing a disjointedness of sorts. The task assigned to Yaakov (and his 
offspring) was to re-align his limbs so that they would function properly-to 
reconstruct the frame of Kial Yisroel as one unified, coordinated organism, 
repairing the damage done by the Sar she/ Eisav. 

Later, when Yaakov Avinu "lived in the Land of his fathers' dwelling," he 
aspired to live in tranquility, we are told, but the sale of Yoseif into bondage 
tore away at the fabric of his life (see Rashi; Bereishis 37:1). Now, Yaakov Avinu 
surely was not aspiring to a conventional golden-age retirement, for such 
was not the substance of the dreams of the Avos. Rather, his hopes were 
based on achievements of a different sort. He had already succeeded in 
establishing the Twelve Tribes, with each of his sons having developed his 
respective strength ... Their ranks included the regal Yehuda, and Yoseif, of 
consummate self-control; Yissachar, of the tents of study, and Zevulun, man 
of commerce. The complete set of pillars of Kial Yisroel was standing tall, 
giving the basis for a budding nation prepared to accept the Torah and to 
bring the world to its ultimate perfection. It seemed that no elements were 
missing. For sure, Yaakov reasoned, it was a time for him to repose in the Ziv 
HaShechina and delight in the glow of the Divine Presence. 

When the brothers sold Yoseif, however, they demonstrated that even 
though they possessed all the ingredients of the great nation they were 
destined to become, they lacked the essential binding element of brotherly 
understanding and harmony. All limbs of the wonderful organism repres
ented by Yaakov Avinu were there, complete and perfect, but unity and 
coordination were sorely absent. Mutual respect and harmony of purpose 
were yet to be achieved. 

In creating Agudath Israel, Gedolei Yisroel envisioned it as a unifying force 
that would enhance the strengths of the various factions and sub
communities of Kial Yisroel through unity. Would Torah Jewry work 
together, there is no limit to what it can accomplish. After all, the dor hahaflaga 
erected the Tower of Babel in defiance of G-d, yet it experienced unmatched 
success as long as its factions worked with unity; how much more so should 
a community united for Torah achieve success! 

How vast is the potential for positive achievement within our ranks! 
Noteworthy, indeed, are the accomplishments of the past few years-the 
revolutionary accomplishments of Agudath Israel as well as the geometric 
growth of the yeshivos and the Torah community at large, which are 
actually two sides of the same coin. But these are negligible when viewed in 
terms of what is yet to be done in so many areas of endeavor. Building on the 
experience of the past, we must make Agudath Israel stronger so it may 
better serve in its role as the organized expression of Orthodox Jewry
speaking articulately and taking action decisively, projecting the historic 
concept of a multi-faceted Kial Yisroel, perpetuating it for all time. 
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Let us take but one example of the issues that crowd our agenda, which 
have been begging for action by Agudath Israel. Controversy is currently 
raging in Eretz Yisroel regarding the grounding of El Al on Shabbos and Yorn Tov. 
On the surface, it may seem like a common problem: the desire to avoid an 
inevitable financial loss versus the imperative for a Jewish concern not to 
desecrate the Shabbos. 

But there is a deeper dimension to this dispute: For thousands of years, 
Jews have kept the Shabbos with mesiras nefesh, willing to give away their very 
lives for the sake of Shabbos, as for all sacred principles of Judaism. What 
difference did a financial gain or loss play in the scheme of things when 
dealing with matters that touch on the very essence of Kial Yisroel?This sense 
of conviction and unyielding dedication was the cornerstone of Kial Yisroel's 
growth, and was its guide for the course of action pursued throughout the 
ages. Now, for Jews to actually campaign for Chilul Shabbos, as El Al represen
tatives and various political factions are doing, is tantamount to an attack on 
Jewry's very existence. How tragic, indeed, that Sabbath desecration should 
be the open, official policy of a Jewish company-and a national one, at that! 
To attempt to justify such a policy on the basis of financialconsideration is to 
deny the millennia-long Jewish historical experience. 

Once the question of El Al flights is understood as a confrontation 
between historic Jewish sanctity and crass expediency, is there any more 
qualified spokesman on behalf of "the sacred nation" concept than the very 
movement that is identified with the eternal values of Kial Yisroel? 

In retrospect, we can appreciate the foresight of the Torah leaders of 
earlier generations who founded Agudath Israel. When some ideologues 
created a dualism of Religion and Land, placing them together, equally, at the 
core of our people hood, Gedolei Yisroel responded by defining this concept as a 
type of avoda zara-idolatry-dealing with one specific mitzva area as though it 
were central to our belief. One cannot but admire the clarity of their 
prescience. Today, when religious principles collide with apparent national 
concerns, some actually give the latter priority, for they view the material 
prosperity of the State on par with religious interests. Decisions of this sort 
surely reflect a confused set of priorities that can aptly be described as 
blatant avoda zara. 

How vital it is, then-now, more than ever-that the voice of organized 
Torah Jewry-Agudath Israel and the Torah world, in general-ring out 
with strength and with fidelity to our timeless convictions. 

Agudath Israel has not been without criticism-some of it justified, some 
of it not, ... some exaggerating existing faults, some of it focusing on 
genuine errors. Throughout its existence, however, Agudath Israel undeni
ably has served to establish a firm foundation for Kial Yisroel's continued 
development. "Throw a branch into the air, and it will fall, returning to its 
source" (Bereishis Rabba 53). Agudath Israel has aligned Kial Yisroel with a 
genuine Torah perspective, highlighting a fuller appreciation of Torah, 
helping "restoreJewry to its source."lndeed, Agudath Israel has always set its 
own policies and the conduct of its own affairs in accordance with its historic 
roots, as directed by Gedolei Yisroel. 
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An Era of 
Unnatural Growth 

Striving for 
"Kiddush Hashem" 
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We do not sufficiently appreciate the importance of the stabilizing force 
this has exerted on Kial Yisroel. We must properly assess it in terms of the 
marvelous achievements in Torah education and in the strengthening of 
Torah practice-from Dan to Beersheva in the Holy Land, as well as all over 
the Jewish map-of these past thirty five years, in ways that defy rational 
explanation. This, in turn, must be appreciated in view of the Jewish People's 
survival and subsequent flourishing in the years since the terrible destruc
tion of World War II, in ways that are beyond the normal. And we must 
make note that these two are not mere coincidence but are interdependent
the miraculous survival of our people and the phenomenal spread of Torah 
study and life. 

Since, indeed, we are living in an era of unnatural growth and we are 
experiencing an unnatural degree of success in our undertakings, we per
force are carrying a special burden, requiring us to fulfill a special mission. Of 
course there are difficulties, and there will continue to be difficulties, but 
they are of little importance in light of the enormity of our responsibility
that of serving as living testimony to the world as to the nature of Kial 
Yisroel's spiritual essence. Rather than ignore the difficulties that plague us, 
we must identify them and do our utmost to resolve them. 

For this purpose, we must strengthen the organizational realm of Agu
dath Israel-representing as it does the structural make-up of our people. In 
fact, it is for this reason that this gathering has been convened, bringing 
together Torah scholars and activists, rabbinical leaders and laymen, who 
share a common concern and a sense of responsibility for Jewry's future. We 
must join forces together to form a unified force rather than an organism of 
"dislodged, mis-aligned bones." 

We must work together, coordinating our efforts, with each person at his 
post, performing his assignment, with the vision of a complete Kial Yisroel 
functioning intact, vivid in our minds. 

A gathering dedicated to bringing honor to Torah and its Author is a 
gathering of Kiddush Hashem. A movement dedicated to the purpose of spread
ing Kiddush Hashem can also be described as promoting Kabbolas Ol Malchus 
Shomayim-the accepting of Heavenly authority. One could say, then, that 
the ideal format for such a movement should be modeled after the format of 
the recitation of "Shema," our daily expression of Kabbolas 01 Maleh us Shomayim. 
This format is delineated in the Midrash on the pasuk: "You who dwell in 
gardens, companions are attentive to your voice, let Me hear your voice" 
(Shir Hashirim B: 13 ): 

Although Israelites are occupied in their work, they come to the bais 
hamidrash and recite "Krias Shema, "approach the bima and read the Torah. 
G-d says to them, "My children, raise your voices so the 'companions 
may hear!'" -"companions" refers only to the malachei hashareis (minis
tering angels) ... "Pay heed that you should not hate one another, nor 
be envious of one another, nor compete with one another, nor inflict 
shame upon one another, so the malachim should not say before Me: 
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'Ribbono she/ Olam, Israel does not study the Torah You gave them; 
moreover, they engage in strife, envy, hatred, and rivalry-and yet You 
sustain them in peace!'" 

(How then should one recite "Krias Shema," so as to ward off this 
complaint? And how should one accept Kabba/as 01 Maleh us Shomayim?ln 
keeping with G-d's instructions: "Take heed that you should be totally 
free of even a grain of hatred and envy, so the malachim will be without 
complaints against you-for they maintain peace.") 

(The Midrash continues:) When Israel enter the shuls and recite Shema, 
each man directing his thought in unison with his companions, united 
in voice and in attitude. (This is the genuine Kabbolas 01 Malchus Sho
mayim, which is only possible under the conditions of "And Israel 
encamped at the foot of the mountain" at Sinai-"encamped-vayichan," 
in the singular, to say that the entire people were united as one. Had 
Israel maintained this spirit of unity beyond that moment preparatory 
to receiving the Torah, they would have been worthy of receiving the 
Torah in a direct, face-to-face encounter with G-d, as did Moshe 
Rabbeinu.-See Meshech Chochma) 

When Jews recite the Shema united in voice and in mind, G-d says to 
them, "You who dwell in gardens, when you recite the Shema (in the 
manner) of companions, I and My hosts are attentive to your voices, let 
Me hear your voice." But when Israel recites the Shema distractedly-one 
advancing, another trailing behind-(not only are they faulted for 
lacking unity, but for simply not moving together-similar to a malach 
that is immediately consumed by holy fire should he happen to antici
pate his Shira, his Kabba/as 01 Malchus Shomayim, and sing in advance of his 
fellows-Chagiga 13b, see Tosafos . ... When the Jews do not coordinate 
their thoughts with one another as they say the "Krias Shema," then the 
Divine spirit cries out and says, Abandon this way. Instead:) "Flee My 
beloved, be like a gazelle, ke'tzvi (which implies being like the heavenly 
hosts), ke'tzva Hashomayim that emulate Your glory, singing with one 
voice in one melody." In what ways can the heavenly hosts be compared 
to K'vod Shomayim, the Divine Glory? They express themselves in one 
voice, with one melody. That is the model for Kial Yisroel to emulate. 

Gathered as we are to proclaim the acceptance of 01 Malchus Shomayim, let 
us do so in a manner that will inspire the rest of Kial Yisroel to join us "united 
in voice and in attitude, and with one melody" -joining our voices with the 
voices of all generations. May this unity serve to bring near the true 
redemption, speedily in our days. Lt 

Rabbi Koller addressing fhe Agudath Israel of America 60/h Annual Dinner. 
The Jewish Observer I Summer, 1982 

Inspiration 
Toward Unity 

9 



Tltafthe~lls!itulion ofmarri11ge k~iu{eta$Saulli~sotilfyatl~r~5tfiedffe•~elabot~ti?n.• 
J1~ft1Uth. as .·rot.of the Or!hod~·.co/n~uniJy attempt ,fo shut gut the..1tlorir~ernicigus. 

· ··· •>ff fit; ts oft he. ~l'ketplacef tom ~ur h,111ne1, sep11ratioit a~·tl.ipor~ aye•oce:urtJ:~g with··· 
1!oHceab1efr£.4/.lenC11 in our mids/;. ·7; ~ ckec,~ilsfurlhers.prliild;ft ise~ntialJh,af uiefgfus 
~n·•·~he/1.otah••.atlilude· foroard·.111arri11ge, 1.'0fl1.atd •• this ~tfYJ1.oser 'lJlte ~ewj~h 

·· ···. pb~~etispres~ting t~t follouiing/tpi14rfcic~es; tiyef;irst ~llSJ1d9nalec~~r~by R.abbj .• 
· Av:rohllm Pall!, ~~toY/ll,'. Thi§··~· f~ll9uied#J aidlscussfon b~ a,.martJ:lfS'e co~ns~{or' 

Ra.1Jbi '(llS~ Rl15enskein, based ·Dn his ~erience infhef idif fto"!.h.is•p~specHveas an · 
Orthlldox.Jero; · 

The Jewish Home: 
Mainstay of Our People 
The following essay is based on remarks by RABBI 

AVROHOM PAMH"to''iW, Rosh Yeshiva of Mesivta 
Torah Vodaath, at a gathering of his students. While the 
words are addressed to the "men of the house," with little 
change, they can be a source of guidance and enlighten-

ment to women, as well. 
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The Cornerstone 

The cornerstone is mutual love and respect 11:.m~ ~1:t"1 i:im "Full of love within." 
And, like any aspect of a life lived according to the Torah, it would be guided 
by the dictum: ... C)lll •:i;i ":l"11. "Its ways are ways of pleasantness." 

As a frame of reference, one should, from time to time, ask himself why his 
nesharna was dispatched from celestial spheres to this world-certainly not to make 
other people miserable, or to be a thorn in his wife's side. Surely the Divine gift oflife 
was not meant to be abused this way. To underscore the importance of mutual 
respect in marriage, and to understand the full import of that concept, note the 
admonition of the Maggid to the "Bais Yosef." 

The Maggid-that is, the heavenly emissary that regularly visited with the Beis 
Yosef (Rabbi Yosef Caro, the author of the Shulchan Aruch)-once revealed to him the 
sacred essence of his wife's nesharna. •He then explained why he did so: "So you may 
appreciate her and honor her accordingly." One may be certain that the Beis Yosef 
followed to the letter all the halachos spelled out in the Shulchan Aruch in regard to 
"Love your wife as yourself and honor her more than yourself." Yet the Maggid felt 
that with a greater awareness of the lofty nature of his wife's nesharna, the Beis Yosef's 
respect for her would be enhanced even further. 

We are not worthy of visitations by Maggidim, to reveal cosmic secrets to us, but in 
the World-to-Come, we may be shocked to discover who really was the gift of G-d to 
be our partner in life .. .. Imagine a person's shame when he will realize the sublime 
soul his wife possessed, and he will recall the careless or even abusive manner in 
which he treated her during their years together! But then it will be too late to do 
anything about it .... 

One really does not have to wait for heavenly emissaries or for other-worldly 
revelations for an indication of the sanctity of the nesharna of the women in today's 
Torah society. Thoroughly imbued with the values taught in the Bais Yaakov 
schools and seminaries, they are guided by a loving commitment to a life of Torah, 
and a desire to serve Kial Yisroel by raising a family loyal to Torah. The mere fact that 
a woman can entertain and nurture such feelings in the midst of a society that is so 
depraved and void of sanctity is of itself an indication of the lofty stature of her soul. 
Such a woman surely merits honor, for her own sake! 

The Route to "Shalom Bayis" 

Shalom Bayis is not to be taken for granted and left to run its own course. Like a 
beautiful garden it needs constant care and concern. It is interesting that in the 
Kesuba (marriage contract), the husband pledges: ... Dl1DK1p~K11'P1K1 n7DK KlK1 
':l'7 ':l'l'1'. "I will work, honor, feed, and support you." It would seem that the promise 
to honor is out of order, for it should have been placed first: "honor, work, feed, and 
support you." The fact that "work" is first would seem to indicate that just as 
supporting one's wife calls for a great investment of time and effort, so too must one 
work at properly honoring her. It is an aspect oflife that does not take care of itself, 
but can suffer seriously if neglected. 

Being considerate of one's wife calls for vigilance, especially in areas of speech. We 
tend to be careless with what we say, and yet a harsh word can inflict wounds that 
never heal. In general human relationships, the Torah prohibits C'1J1 l'1Kl1K causing 
pain with words, on which the Sefer HaChinuch elaborates, "One must not say 
anything that will pain or anguish someone, and leave him helpless." Now if this is 
the case in regard to strangers, imagine how much more sensitive the Torah expects 
one to be toward his wife. A harsh word, a demeaning expression, an insulting 
remark, any of these can severely strain a marriage. A derogatory name hurled out 
in anger can inflict a wound that continues to fester long after the reasons for the 
argument are forgotten. 

•(See Maggid Mesharim: Parshas Va'eira) 
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The MaggUl told the author 
of the Shulchan Aruch how 
lofty the source of his wife's 
neshama was, so he might 
better apfJreciate her! 
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It is a pity that couTtship with 
its caTefully honed phTases so 
meticulously wonled to avoid 

misunderstanding-comes to an 
abrupt end with marriage. 
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The sensitivity of marital harmony is evident in G-d's modification of 
Sarah's remarks about her husband, Avraham, when He had questioned them. 
Sarah had laughed when she heard that she was to bear a son, and said, "How 
is is possible that I, in my advanced stage in life, should have a son-and my 
husband is old?" In reporting her comment to Avraham, G-d altered the last 
phrase, to refer to Sarah's own age instead (Bereishis 19:13-14). What harm 
would there have been if G-d had quoted her accurately? Avraham was 99 
years old, had reached an extremely high spiritual level, and had even prayed 
for the outward signs of old age. It would thus seem absurd for Avraham to be 
concerned about such petty matters as his alleged lack of youthfulness. 

Yet G-d deemed it important to circumvent the issue: Sarah's words were 
true, they reflected a fulfillment of his own prayer, and had they been uttered 
by anyone else, it is not likely that Avraham would have taken offense to them. 
But when two lives become so intertwined and mutually dependent, as do the 
lives of a husband and wife, then their relationship is so sensitive that a word 
or expression uttered in innocence can cause deep hurt and actually threaten 
Shalom Bayis . ... 

It is a pity that courtship-with its carefully honed phrases so meticulously 
worded to avoid misunderstanding-comes to an abrupt end with marriage. 

Just as an unpleasant word can have devastating effects on a marriage, a kind 
word can do wonders to solidify a marriage. 

A talmid of Hagaon Rav Aaron Kotler ;~T recalls once driving the Rosh 
Yeshiva to Lakewood from his home in Bora Park. Reb Aaron was already 
seated in the car when he suddenly excused himself and asked the driver if he 
would mind waiting a moment while he took care of something in his house. 
The lalmid followed the Rosh Yeshiva up to his third floor apartment to be of 
assistance if necessary. They entered the apartment, and Reb Aaron went to 
his Rebbitzen, wished her, "A gut/en Tog," turned around and left. Jn his haste, it 
seems, he had left the house without bidding her goodbye .... The talmid says 
that to this day, he remembers the glow of pleasure that lit up the Rebbetzin's 
face because of this simple gesture. 

The Best, From the Worst 

At times it can be difficult to be appreciative and considerate, when it seems to the 
husband that the wife is all wrong, impossible to deal with, and so on. The rabbis of 
the Talmud, however, demonstrated for us how to find the resources for apprecia
tion under all circumstances. 

Rav Chiya's wife was known to cause him great anguish throughout their 
married life. Yet whenever Rav Chiya saw an item that he thought she might 
appreciate, he purchased it for her as a gift. Rav Chiya's nephew, Rav, noticed this, 
and asked his uncle why he went out of his way to treat her so graciously, when all 
he received from her was abuse. Rav Chiya replied that"the fact that she raises our 
children and saves me from sin is sufficient cause for gratitude. The little aggrava
tion she gives me is insignificant in comparison to the tremendous benefits she 
bestows upon me." 

By contrast, Adam Harishon is described as an ingrate by Chazal (the rabbis of the 
Talmud) for blaming his wife for having fed him the forbidden fruit ("The woman 
that You gave me-she offered me the fruit ... "-as if the fault lles with the 
"Shadchan''). He had forgotten how he had searched among all the creatures of the 
world for a mate, to no avail; and when G-d put him to sleep and created Chava and 
brought her to him, how his joy knew no bounds, and he exclaimed ecstatically, 
"This time, a bone from my bones, flesh from my flesh-this shall be called 
'woman'!" The joy was forgotten in the rush of incrimination. 

So, too, in many a marriage, when minor differences arise, one partner tends to 
magnify the problem and fault the spouse for the problem. Jn a moment of anger, he 
can deeply hurt the very person to whom he owes so much, overlooking all of the joy 
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and happiness his spouse had brought him over the years. This is the ultimate in 
ingratitude. 

The Inevitable Differences 

Since it is impossible for two people living together to agree on absolutely 
everything, it would be wise to anticipate the inevitable differences that are bound 
to arise. Is there any preferred way to iron out these differences so as not to strain 
their relationship? 

A recently married young man sought my advice regarding a problem that had 
arisen in his marriage-a problem that to me seemed to be very insignificant. When I 
asked him why he thought it necessary to make an issue over such an unimportant 
thing, he replied, "That's not the idea. Sure, I can give in on this matter. But I'm 
afraid that if I do, shell dominate our marriage." I explained to him that his basic 
premise was foolish. Any relationship is a two-way street. If he would yield on this 
issue, he would build up credit with his wife, and she, in turn, would be more than 
willing to please him on other issues that may be far more important to him. And it is 
not a matter of keeping score on major points but one of dividing areas of respon
sibility, and yielding whenever it is a matter outside of the individual's purview. 

The Division 

How do husband and wife divide their areas of responsibility? Chazal have given 
us a practical suggestion: Ko7yi '''O, mundane matters, such as those that pertain to 
managing the house, are primarily the woman's domain. N'OWi '''O-spiritual mat
ters should generally be under the husband's jurisdiction. 

The husband should not concern himself excessively with the cooking, nor 
become overly involved with decorating the house. He can offer his opinion, and 
should show interest and express appreciation in these areas and-to be sure-offer 
his help when it is needed. But he should bow to his wife's decision whenever there 
is a difference in their views. 

By the same token, the husband should make the final decision in matters such as 
selecting the. Yeshiva for their children, their butcher (in terms of Kashrus), and the 
customs they will observe. He should surely discuss the matter with her and take 
her opinions into account, but he must carry the burden of deciding. He is the poseik 
acharon-the final authority. When the husband does not have a strong religious 
background, the couple should consult a Rav and follow his guidance. 

The Saving Grace 

The author of Torah Ternirnah, (in his historical work, Mekor Baruch) relates a story 
that involved his uncle, the Netziv-Rabbi Naftali Tzvi Yehuda Berlin. A distin
guished and charitable businessman, who had at one time been recognized as a 
larndan (Torah scholar), came to the Netziv to discuss a personal problem. While he 
was universally respected as a prominent citizen of his community and made an 
excellent livelihood, no sooner would he cross the threshold of his house, but he 
became a non-entity. His wife completely dominated the household, and ignored 
him, except to berate him. He felt like a stranger in his own home, which was a 
source of endless anguish to him. 

The Netziv asked him if he set aside specific times during the day for Torah study. 
The man replied that he had become so involved in his business that he did not have 
the time to establish a seder. The Nelziv stated emphatically: "You must resolve to 
establish a regular seder for a few hours every day-no matter how busy you might 
be. You must immerse yourself in your Talmudic studies, and make it an integral, 
inviolable part of your life. If you heed my advice, I can assure you that your 
situation will improve greatly." 
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Once the woman saw 
that Torah had 

assumed a place of prominence 
in his life, she realh:ed that she 

was married to an honorable 
person. 
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The Mekor Baruch relates that when he subsequently met his cousin, Rabbi Chaim 
Berlin, the son of the Netziv, he asked him about how this incident was resolved. Reb 
Chaim replied: "I am familiar with the entire story, and I know the merchant 
personally. As a matter of fact, whenever his business brings him to Moscow, he 
stops by to tell me how grateful he is to my father for his wonderful advice. His 
entire home life has changed ever since he began setting aside time for intensive 
Torah study. His wife now respects him and treats him with the utmost deference:' 

The advice of the Netziv was not some magical formula, but rather a logical 
suggestion. Once the woman saw that her husband had reordered his priorities and 
that Torah had assumed a place of prominence in his life, she realized that she was 
married to a truly respectable individual, and accorded him the honor such a person 
is entitled to. 

The "Frumkeit" Factor 

Shalom Bayis can sometimes be upset because the husband, for instance, is dis
mayed with his wife's carelessness in matters pertaining to kashrus-she accidentally 
mixes meat and dairy dishes, and she'eilos result. So he accuses her of lacking religious 
vigilance, and he complains to their rabbi. Often there is no basis for the she'eila other 
than the husband's ignorance of halacha-at othertimes, the she'eila is with good 
cause-but this is still no reason for anger. After all, she'eilos only arise among 
Torah-observant people. The mere fact that she presents the she'eila to her husband 
testifies to her high standards of religious concern. The non-observant never bother 
to ask. 

Then, arguments arise when one partner has a minhag (custom) or chumra (string
ent practice) that the other does not share, and the first refuses to yield on it. As 
worthy as the practice may be, it surely does not measure up to the Shalom Bayis that is 
being sacrificed in its behalf. If only both parties would consider this, they would put 
aside their difficulties and spare themselves much anguish. 

If the point of contention is a ha lac ha matter, then instead of yielding on it because 
of Shalom Bayis considerations, one must seek guidance from a Rav. Generally, 
whether dealing with halacha, minhag, or chumra-one would be wise to consult a Rav 
to determine what is the proper thing to do. 

Strife Insurance 

As much as one should endeavor to avoid strife, all the more so must one try to 
prevent it in advance. This is best done by imbuing young people with a sensitivity 
for harmony in interpersonal affairs, but especially as it relates to Shalom Bayis. The 
burden of prevention is shared by many people. Parents must always bear in mind 
that they serve as models to their children, and the way they express mutual respect 
or sharp differences to one another makes its impression on them, even when they 
are small. 

Teachers and rebbeim can also play an important role in "strife prevention" by 
extending friendship to their students, earning their trust, and maintaining contact 
with them after they have left the school, by making them feel that their doors are 
always open to them should the need arise. In this way, when marital problems do 
threaten, the former student will feel free to return and discuss them with the 
teacherlrebbe, before they mushroom into serious breaches of Shalom Bayis. Finally, and 
most important, every individual must increase his awareness that his purpose in 
life is to increase Kavod Shamayim-to enhance G-d's glory in the world by leading a 
Torah life and raising a good family 1"11~' C'"1!U' ;r;. When one leads a life consistent 
with Torah, then all interpersonal dealings should conform with the ideal of "ways 
of pleasantness"; all the more so should this be the case in regard to all that passes 
between husband and wife. l'I'. 
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Marriages are Made 
in Heaven .... 

Marriage and The Pleasure Principle 

Jews traditionally expect to enter marriage "for life," 
and view divorce as acceptable only when there is com
plete incompatibility and there is no ch~nce for the 
couple to live together in harmony. This 1s m total 
opposition to the contemporary concept of: "If I'm not 
fully pleased with my mate, it's time for us to separate." 

There are many statements and anecdotes by Chazal 
(the rabbis of the Talmud) that back up the Jewish view 
of marriage. 

Dr. Yosef Rosenshein is in private practice of child and family counseling. He 
serves as Direclorof the Jewish Board of Family and Childrens' Services in Mishkon 
and Chairman of the Professional Commiffeeof P'ftuh. Dr. Rosenshein also served as 
the former director of Clinical Training of the N. Y.C. Board of Education. 
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Yosef S. Rosenshein, Ph.D. 

People 
Arrange 

to Destroy 
Them 

A most striking example of this view may well be the 
story of Rabbi Akiva, who, with the consent of his wife, 
spent twenty-four years of their marriage away from 
home, studying until he became the great Tanna. 
Clearly, she viewed this period crucial to making theirs 
more than just another successful marriage, because 
she obviously did not see her marriage as a union 
entered for the purpose of providing her with life's 
earthly pleasures. To her, marriage was a means for her 
and her husband to realize lofty, transcendent goals 
unattainable to either of them alone. 

In dramatic contrast, one sees numerous couples 
today fighting over the most trivial types of rewards 
that the husband or wife feel should be forthcoming to 
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them from the other partner-a situation that results 
from their expectations of maximum pleasure and their 
feelings of entitlement. In referring to Rabbi Akiva, we 
are not advocating that husbands take twenty-four year 
leaves of absence. Rather, we are simply offering his 
situation as a contrast to contemporary cases where 
members of a marriage react to the pleasure principle on 
a daily basis, and use it as a moment-to-moment 
happiness-barometer to measure the success of their 
marriage. 

The Difference That Counts 

In addition to an unrealistic attitude toward happi
ness and pleasure, contemporary society is responsible 
for yet another problem affecting the stability of mar
riages. In their drive for equality in the job market, the 
professions and the academe, women have been stress
ing similarities in talents and abilities that they share 
with men. In the process, many people have come to 
believe that men and women are basically the same
and this in itself has been the cause of much misunder
standing and marital strife. 

There is a need for a reawakening of the concept that 
man and woman are indeed two separate biological and 
social entities, in many significant respects they are 
even more different than alike. This concept is impor
tant throughout married life. At the very outset, during 
their first two or three years of marriage, a husband and 
wife will find themselves engaging in many activities 
separately, and they may wonder if they truly were 
"made for each other." In actuality there is nothing 
inherently wrong with this. Indeed, scientific studies 
have shown definite, undeniable differences between 
men and women in abilities, strengths, and interests. 

An application of this concept is the need for each 
partner to accept the other's exclusive domain with 
regard to home-making and earning a livelihood. Many 
couples actively argue or fight about their roles and 
jockey for dominance in these two domains. Would they 
but accept that husband and wife are indeed separate, 
distinct, and entitled to exclusivity, and that each one 
should carry major responsibility for his/her own do
main, much controversy would be averted. On the 
other hand, decisions regarding family affairs must be a 
shared responsibility, with the active participation of 
both parties. Husbands who leave the home completely 
to their wives and use their daily schedule as an excuse 
for avoiding joint participation in family decisions are 
abdicating their role as family (co-)head, and certainly 
are not improving the possibilities of their marriage's 
success. 

Abandoning the Gold Standard 

Another problem area quite common today grows 
from pursuit of a high standard of living, which puts 
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tremendous pressures on a husband and creates great 
difficulties in the marital situation. Too often, newly
weds base their expectations for their new home on the 
life-style they had experienced in their parents' home. 
Even though they are starting out life anew, these high, 
often unrealisitc, goals can generate a situation where a 
husband's minor insecurities become major problems in 
a marriage. Newly-weds must see themselves as launch
ing a new life in all respects, including their style of 
living, and not enter marriage as if they are wealthy. 

Parents regaling their children with all types of good
ies often unwittingly exacerbate the problems, and do 
not allow the newly-weds to grow and struggle to
gether, starting off on their own life. Just as too much 
softness spoils children, so too can it spoil a good mar
riage. In this respect, the overly expensive wedding and 
all the trimmings that go with it only add further fuel to 
this flame of outsized demands and expectations, which 
often begin during the engagement period. Thus, it 
becomes most important to concentrate on setting 
priorities in the spiritual aspects of life and to permit the 
material side to be low keyed-and allow married life to 
flow from this source. (This advice may strike the 
reader like a tired platitude. Be that as it may, following 
it still makes for a healthier, less stressful marriage.) 

Generational Independence 

Marriage represents the creation of a new household, 
independent of the families the members come from. 
Too strong a personal dependence on parents can lead 
to marital difficulties. When couples marry, their par
ents should help them realize that they have to make 
their own way in life, that their decisions should be 
made together with their mates and that their primary 
responsibilities are to their mates, as is stated unequivo
cally in halacha. Most problems in this area arise when 
one or both of the partners are totally dependent on 
their parents who, as well-meaning as they may be, can 
only cause difficulties in the marriage, since as parents 
they often see their own child's interests overriding 
those of the mate. 

Most commonly, when difficulties begin, children 
turn to their parents for help-a most tragic mistake
instead of seeking outside help from a rebbi, rabbi, or 
under certain circumstances, a marriage counselor. The 
key to helping a couple through a problem or a conflict is 
objectivity, and this can never be provided by parents, 
who feel closer to their own child than to a son-in-law or 
a daughter-in-law. The wise parent, when approached 
by a child, advises him to work out his problems with 
the spouse or to seek outside help. 

Coming to Grips With Counseling 

While it can be very difficult for couples to enter 
marriage counseling, they should recognize that coun-
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seling has helped preserve many a marriage on the 
verge of breaking up. Being forced to express one's 
inner feelings to a third party often allows a person to 
pull back a bit and look at things in a more objective 
fashion. 

Although all professionals in this field must be well 
trained and highly capable of handling the strong and 
sensitive feelings expressed in marital disputes, these 
requirements take on additional dimensions when deal
ing with an Orthodox Jewish couple. Issues relating to 
child rearing, laharas hamishpacha, personal matters and 
general problems of Jewish law as it relates to the roles 
of the male and female in the family, cannot be 
approached in an intellectual fashion by a therapist who 
lives outside the realm of halacha. Counseling must come 
from a background of experience and from a sense of 
commitment. In addition, many areas of life have come 
under assault today-the tendency of women to assume 
increasingly active roles outside of the home, for 
instance, is creating marital difficulties, as are problems 
relating to birth control, abortion and other popular 
tomes of the day. It is thus all the more hazardous for an 
Orthodox Jewish couple to consult a non-religious 
counselor. (The Jewish Family Service of New York 
recognizes this problem, and when organizing its servi
ces in Bero Park it sought to provide Orthodox Jewish 
clients with counselors of similar background.) 

MeettheKrauses 

To illustrate some of the points we have discussed, 
the following real-life situation in marital counseling 
can serve to show how various complicating factors 
may work together to make the first years in married 
life difficult ones. 

Madeline and Joel Krause (fictitious names) had been 
married for six years when they sought counseling help. 
Madeline complained that her husband had little time 
for her or the family. His only interest in life was "being 
successful in business," she claimed. Joel, a professional, 
was very difficult to reach because he considered him
self a person with insights and understanding, and in 
certain situations, counseled people himself. For exam
ple, when Madeline complained that he did not spend 
enough time studying with their son Zevi, he replied 
that through the tuition he was paying the Rebbi to 
teach Zevi, it was as though he were learning with the 
boy. In this way, Joel used his superior Torah knowl
edge, drawing on its authority, to deal with a child
rearing issue. 

Madeline also complained that Joel often traveled on 
business for weeks at a time and demonstrated little 
interest in her. Here his response was that since she had 
always wanted him to be successful in business and 
knew he had to be traveling, she, in effect, had con
sented to such long stretches away from home at the 
outset of their marriage and had no grounds for com-
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plaint. Furthermore, when the husband chose to be 
lenient in halachically prohibited areas, and she would 
point this out to him, he would dismiss her challenges 
saying that she did not truly understand the halacha or 
that she was unfamiliar with the spirit of the law. It 
should be noted that Madeline was a compliant type of 
person who generally avoided confrontation. In addi
tion, she had but a smattering of Jewish knowledge, and 
as a result was very hesitant in her responses. 

The greatest halachic problem arose in the clash 
between the wife's obligation to respect her parents and 
her husband at the same time. While Madeline was 
ready to admit that her husband and parents did not get 
along, and that she often felt that her parents were 
wrong, she could not accept his approach to her parents, 
which alternated from completely cutting them out of 
their lives, to throwing tantrums on the occasions that 
they did visit them. Joel, avoiding the emotional issue of 
how this bitterness between the parents and the son-in
law developed, instead expounded on her Torah-di
rected responsibility to obey her husband. His defenses 
barred any response from her, and she was caught in a 
situation which eventually had caused her to become ill 
because of the conflict between her love for her hus
band and her devotion to her parents. 

This couple had been to a Jewish Family Service 
before coming to the Orthodox therapist who is report
ing this case. The therapist's first step was to put the 
halachic issues into their proper context, referring them 
to an outside rabbinical authority to clarify the hala
cha in each case. From there he proceeded to the inter
personal realm. 

When the husband had to deal with the halachicissues 
more openly, he was forced to recognize his own 
problems and defense mechanisms. Once he was able to 
see through his defense systems and how he used them 
to negate his spouse, the counseling flowed easily. This 
in turn led to changes in their relationship. After a few 
weeks, Joel was lost in therapy alone with his wife only 
participating as a support person when needed. In three 
months of working together, the marriage changed 
totally for the better. 

Joel's problem is not an isolated case, but one that is 
commonly found among men. The male ego, at times, 
needs to strike out rather than deal with his own prob
lems within his own structure. 

• • • 

In closing, may I say that marital counseling is a 
pressing need, and the Orthodox Jewish community 
should endeavor to make it available. It would also be 
helpful if kalla and chassan classes would also include 
pre-marital counseling as well as post-marital discus
sions in inter-personal relationships. Hopefully, couples 
will take the message of this article to heart and seek 
help when necessary so as to avoid the destructiveness 
of divorce, if at all possible. "T 
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Mesorah Publications proudly 
announces the first volume In the 

new ArtSc.roll History Serles: 

REB ELCHONON 
~When the Chofetz Chaim was asked who would succeed 

him, he said, "Reb Elchonon is remaining with you!" 
·~When the Gerrer Rebbe, the fmrei Emes was asked 

whether a chassid should send his son to Baranovich, he 
said, "To Reb Efchonon - what question could there be?" 

Rabbi E.lchonon Wasserman was a great Rosh Yeshivah 
whose imprint is still strong wherever Torah is studied. 

But in the I 930's he was 
more. He was living proof 
that "a sage ls superior to a 
prophet." In articles, 
pamphlets, and speeches, he 
showed how the Jewish 
agony throughout Europe 
and even the Holocaust -
was foretold in the Scriptures, 
Talmud, and Midrash. 

His admirers and followers 
begged him to remain in the 
Free World. Reb Elchonon 
said no. He must be with his 
talmidim. In May 1939, he 
went back to Poland. There, 
he led, he inspired - until the 
Nazis gunned him down. 

This biography paints a vivid portrait of 
Reb Elchonon and his endre era: 

D His life as a student and teacher, father and husband, leader 
and shaper of events. 

o Reb Chaim Soloveitchik of Brisk, the Chofetz Chaim. Reb 
Chaim Ozer, the Gerrer Rebbe, Slonim Chassidus. 

0 The struggles of the religious Yishuv against secular 
Zionism, and the shaping of organized European Torah 
Jewry. 

O Reb Elchonon in America, England, and Western E.urope. 

Adapted from Aaron Sorasky's Hebrew biography: 
Ohr Elchonon 

Foreword by: Rabbi Slmcha Wasserman 

hardcover $13.95 paperback $10.95 
Available at better Hebrew bookstores or direc/ from publisher: 

1%9 Coney Island Avenue I Brooklyn, New York 11223 
Direct mail: Please add $1.50 per order for postage & handling; 

NYS residents add sales rax 
Israeli Distributor: J. GROSSMAN-MESORAH MAFITZIM 

Rechov Bayit Vegan 90/5 

A Request to the Readership 
Work has begun on a definitive bio

graphy of the outstanding pioneer of Torah 
education in the United States and founder 
of Mesivta Torah Vodaath: 

Rabbi Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz, 
i1:li:J'? i''1~ i:ll 

conveying his inspiring life, times and 
accomplishments to the reading public. 

We are turning to all who studied under 
Reb Feivel, as well as to everyone who had 
contact with him in any way, to make avail
able their reminiscences and memorabilia 
from their contact with him, as well as 
notes or copies of his lectures, correspon
dence with him, and photographs, which 
would be used as source material for this 
forthcoming book. 

We also welcome tapes recording your 
reminiscences, which we will gladly return 
to you after having used them. 

Your cooperation in this historical un
dertaking will surely result 1"0:J in a great 
public service and Kiddush Shem Sho
mayim. THE EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 

Kindly send your material to any of the 
following: 

Rabbi Shmuel Mendlowitz 
39 Grove St., Monsey, NY 10952 

Rabbi Nesanel Quinn 291 Division Ave., B'klyn, NY 11211 
Rabbi Nisson Wolpin 

c/o Jewish Observer, 5 Beekman St., NYC 10038 
Rabbi Avraham Abba Freedman 

26135 Harding Oak Park, Michigan 48237 
In Israel: 

Rabbi Aaron Surasky 4 Rechov Sh'la, Bnei Brak 

J"OWli 

ionnni i:ln;:,n n:ii~ i1JW'i 

Best Wishes to all our 
friends and relatives 

for a Happy, Healthy and 
Prosperous New Year 

Mr. and Mrs. 
Alan]ay Rosenberg 

Kew Gardens, N. Y. 
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Notes on a Jewish Wedding 

Dear Chaim, 
Maze! Tov on Sora's engagement. The news that 

"little Sora1e" became a kalla hit our home with a tre
mendous impact! We remember her so vividly as a 
young girl and that she is already engaged to a wonder
ful chassan tells us how fast the years are going by. We 
are really looking forward to the simcha! But I would like 
to tell you a few things (if you don't mind). 

First and foremost, I want you to know that we not 
only enjoy and value your friendship, but in many ways 
you, your wife, and your family have truly enriched out 
lives. The fact that we know each other for many years 
(probably more years than either of us wants to admit 
... ) and we have shared in each other's moments of 
simcha and sickness (and tsar) only intensifies our close 
'eelings. I'm taking advantage of this closeness, and 
offering you some comments on chasanas in general, and 
how I feel Sara's can be enhanced. Hold on: 

Simcha-laced with Frustration 

Instead of the occasions of pure, unadulterated simcha 
and joy they are meant to be, the weddings of our 
children's friends and friends' children are increasingly 
becoming laced with frustration. We find ourselves 
invited to many weddings, and we want to go to each 
and every one. We're asked to stay for the entire simcha, 
but too often the request is difficult to fulfill. 

"Avi." is a friend of the family who feels that he is speaking up for like· minded 
people. 
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How do we really want to share in a simcha of friends? 
We want to wish you Maze! Tov ... "drink a l'chaim" . .. 
get to see and know the chassan and the family your 
daughter has chosen, and be mesamayach with you. 

But because of the way that our chasanas are struc
tured, here is what really happens: 

The chupa is called for 7:30, so we leave home at 6:30 to 
arrive at 7:15. We are mesamayach with you till the chupa at 
8:40 .... The waiters start serving the main course of 
the meal at 10:40, with the Sheva Brachos at 11:45 ... and 
we return home at 12:30. 

We spent a total of 6 hours, most of it waiting for 
something to happen. We had to forego spending time 
with our children, I missed my own seder (period for 
Torah study), came home totally exhausted, and could 
not function properly the next day. But these should be 
of no real importance under the circumstances. Indeed, 
we accept these as a worthwhile tradeoff to celebrate 
milestone occasions with our friends-but not for the 
stretches of limbo these occasions entail. 

last week, we had two close friends who, in a sense, 
put our friendship on the line for" a piece of chicken or 
meat": "If you don't stay for the meal ... we will be 
insulted!.., 

We do not want to insult anyone-surely not lifelong 
friends-but they seem to simply lose sight of time. I 
can't imagine these same friends asking me to devote 
three or four hours for any other dvar mitzva without 
apologizing. Yet, all sense of proportion is lost when 
that mitzva is a simcha. 
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Do the "Customs" Call For Six Hours? 

Do the "customs" of the wedding (the late chupa, the 
wait for the pictures, the many long drawn-out courses, 
etc.) justify the five or six-hour involvement? 

I don't know what your plans are for Sara's chasana, 
Reh Chaim, but if you11 permit me, 111 offer some ideas 
for you to consider as alternatives to the "standard 
wedding." 

First let's identify the problems. Why do chasanas take 
so long? 

a. The chupa does not start on time. Either because 
"everyone came late"; or an important person is waited 
for; or no one cared enough to bother to start things on 
time, or was aware that they could actually take charge 
of their own simcha. 

b. The meal starts late. Either the maitre d'has us wait 
for the chassan and kalla to finish taking pictures, or 
(unavoidably) there is a logistical problem in getting the 
people into the dining room to start sooner. 

c. More time is devoted to the dancing between 
courses than after Shroa Brachos. 

We are not proposing that chasanas be rushed. You and 
your family have earned the right to enjoy and relish 
every moment of the chasana, and I want to be with you 
every joyful step of the way. What we are suggesting, 
however, is that a time schedule and an awareness of 
your guests' time considerations will enhance the cha
sana, allowing them to give their all instead of glancing 
nervously at their watches. I realize that many of the 
suggestions are long-standing accepted practice in other 
communities. Usually, though, New York is the trend
setter in Jewish life. This time I'd like to reverse the 
trends. 

Consider the Following 

1. Start the chupa on time. Make sure all those you 
need for the chupa know that you value the time of your 
guests, and that it would be unfair to waste the time of 
300 people waiting for them. 

2. Eliminate or cut down to a minimum the photo
graphy before the meal. 

I come to the wedding to enjoy the presence of the 
chassan and kalla and the mitzva of being mesamayach with 
them. It is a slight to the guests' share in your simcha to 
have them wait an hour or an hour and a half until they 
appear. Perhaps immediately after yichud, the chassan and 
kalla can join us and spend an hour with the guests, and 
then in the middle of the meal (while a course is being 
served) have some pictures taken for 20 minutes. 
Remember, you hired the photographer and he is work
ing for you. Of course, his vast experience can be helpful 
to you, but you are still the one that calls the shots. 

3. Consider having the main reception after the chupa 
instead of beforehand, so that those who can not stay 
for the meal can be mesamayach with the chassan and kalla 
and then leave. 
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4. Think about inviting people to the chupa and/or to a 
special sweet-table at the end of the seuda for Sheva 
Brachos. I have attended such weddings and they offer a 
wonderful change of pace. This will also provide people 
who cannot make your early chupa with a comfortable 
alternative. 

5. Consider inviting close friends to the chupa and then 
to a local Shroa Brachos. A Shroa Brachos is less expensive, 
more personal, and can be fully enjoyed in much less 
time. Additionally, because Sheva Brachos can be localized, 
they eliminate much travel time. A Shabbos-seuda Shroa 
Brachos to which a large group of friends are invited to 
participate for tea and cake can be a wonderful, cozy, 
and inspiring affair. A suggestion that might help would 
be to enclose a special "Invitation to Sheva Brachos Card" 
with the wedding invitation so that the recipient does 
not feel that he has been neglected. If all the people in 
the same social group are treated in the same way, few, 
if any, will be insulted. 

6. Consider making a chupa outdoors, or in one specific 
location, with a family meal later, elsewhere. This will 
serve as a convenient way to eliminate the touchy p1 )b
lem of "who stays for the meal." Modifying this formula 
somewhat, the chupa could take place in the afternoo 
with a reception immediately afterwards, and a meal for 
the family at night. 

7. I know people who for years have not washed (for 
Hamotzi) or eaten Mezonos at weddings because that could 
interfere (halachically) with their preference to leave 
the meal before the Sheva Brachos, Perhaps we could 
arrange for the meal to be finished by 10:00 p.m. (skip a 
course?), followed by more dancing and Sheva Brachos
how's 10:40 p.m. ?-after which dessert would be served 
to those who wish to remain longer, with an opportun
ity to continue to dance-until 11:40, if they wish, or 
even later. The mitzva is the same either way, and we 
older folks could leave without the necessity of sneaking 
out. 

Let's recognize the fact that the expression of simcha 
of the friends of the chassan and kallah-exuberant danc
ing until very late at night-is not necessarily suitable 
for the generation of friends of the parents. Ideally, a 
simcha should conform to the styles of both groups 
without impinging on the sensitivities of either. 

The Unmentionable: Money 

I have thus far avoided discussing the financial and 
ruchnius "problems" inherent in making large, expensive 
weddings because I greatly respect your intelligence, 
and under all other circumstances, I'd know that you 
have the independence to do what you understand to be 
right instead of "doing what everyone else does." Or 
what the caterer wants. (Remember, you hired him. In 
the long run, you are the one who tells him what you 
want. Don't be overwhelmed by his "broader expe
rience.tr Jewish life has room for innovation on the 
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"scaling-down" side of the spectrum, too.) Yet I must 
mention these concerns, nonetheless. 

Gedolei Yisroel have been wanting. 

Gedolei Yisroel have been contemplating issuing a for
mal appeal for restraint in our simchas. The immoderate 
and immature won't listen, so they must be eyeing the 
mature fellow-like you and me, I hope-who some
times loses control of his own affair. You know, Reb 
Chaim, how paradoxical life sometimes can be. We've 
both known families who spend a lifetime teaching tJ.eir 
children a way of life based on appreciating "genuine 
values." Yet, when it comes to a wedding, they make a 
mockery of themselves because of so-called pressures of 
society. Instead of concern for the real simcha, and for 
allowing their guests an opportunity to join in maxi
mum simcha with the chassan and kalla in a meaningful 
way, they are caught up with all the trappings of the 
wedding-the studio-designed invitations, color 
schemes, flower girls, movies, videos, elaborate floral 
arrangements, large bands, the six-course meal framed 
by the presumptuous smorgasbord and Viennese table. 
While all of these mightbe impressive, they are not the 
ingredients of genuine simcha. 

We haven't touched on the problem of those who 
financially obligate themselves to make large, expensive 
weddings to impress ... whom? Or circumstances 
where the parents cave in to social and family pressures, 
and borrow money for weddings that are totally out of 
line with their life styles and hashkafos. 

True, weddings are a wonderful time to express our 
simcha, but let's maintain our perspective. We-you and 
I-are both people with decades of experience; we have 
conscientiously and carefully thought through the var
ious choices in everything we do-our family life, the 
chinuch of our children, our associations, our businesses, 
our vacations ... Let's not be overwhelmed and lose our 
sense of values at the time of supreme simcha, when a 
new bayis-a new household is being formed in Israel. 
With good sense, consideration and restraint, we can 
give them a much firmer foundation for the years ahead 
than with the lavish-as-usual formula. 

Again, wishing all of you a hearty Mazel Tov, looking 
eagerly forward to dancing with you at Sora1e's 
wedding, 

A wedding can be simple; yet warm, friendly, excit
ing, and b'simcha. A wedding can be small; yet meaning
ful, memorable, exhilarating, and lebadik. This is what 

Very truly yours, 

A--V'i 

A Transplanted Voice 
From Jerusalem 

To the Editor: 
Let me introduce myself: You 

know me, but I must remain ano
nymous to your readers. Forgive the 
appearance of this letter. You've had 
many a well meaning writer submit 
a piece-untyped, unclear, barely 
legible but burning. Here's one more 
for your collection. 

I have just returned from Jerusa
lem, where I have been studying 
several years .... Anyone who has 
attended a Yerushalmi chasuna knows 
that there is an inimitable simcha at 
these herring and soda affairs that 
transcends the realms of expression 
and must be experienced to be un
derstood. There isn't enough money 
in America, or a good enough ca
terer, or a lively enough band to 
compare with the real joy surround
ing the greasy chicken and one lone 
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drummer in a school dining room in 
Jerusalem .... 

I've experienced many such affairs 
and now that I am back in America, I 
find myself wondering what this, 
the standard American wedding ex
travaganza, is all about. I'm not ref
erring to the wealthy parents who 
enjoy involving everybody they 
know in their simcha, make it lavish 
and can afford it. I mean people, like 
my parents, who are struggling to 
put away a few dollars for my sis
ter's wedding. 

True, your kids only get married 
once; but then again, are you pre
pared to squander all that money on 
just one night? Wouldn't you rather 
your new kollel couple have that 
money for the necessities of their 
new home 1 Indeed, is such a she
bang the right foot for starting out 
in building their bayis ne'eman? Isn't it 
ludicrous for a young couple to see 

Viennese rolling carts with exotic 
desserts aflame on their wedding 
night-and a week later, there they 
are, loading their shopping cart in 
the supermarket with no-name, no
frill brands! Give them a year or 
three as their mishpocha grows, and 
they feel compelled to take food I 
stamps, Section 8, and other such 
supports to subsidize their Torah 
life. Have we gone so insane that we 
scrape and save for 7-piece bands 
and magnificant floral displays-and 
leave Hachzokas Hatorah to Uncle Sam? 

If you ask me, a three-piece band 
can be just as lebedig as seven pieces. 
Perhaps flowers could be left in the 
gardens, and the Viennese tables in 
Vienna. . . . Doesn't anybody out 
there see things my way? 

NAME WITHHELD 
BY REQUEST 
of Brooklyn, temporarily, 
but deep in the heart, 
of Jerusalem. . . . ~~ 
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Let Us Stand Together. 
When the Government of Israel decided to phase out all 

Shabbat flights and operations beginning September 1, 1982, a small 
group of EL AL employees staged a demonstration at Ben Gurion 
Airport near Tel Aviv. The Management of EL AL Israel Airlines decries 
the method and purpose of that protest and wishes to publicly 
express sincere apologies to all who were offended by this event. 
Although these were the actions of individual workers carried out 
during non-working hours, we at EL AL are singularly distressed and 
view this demonstration as contrary to the basic principles that have 
kept the Jewish People strong for over 3,000 years. 

We believe that EL AL, The Airline of Israel, is also the airline 
of the Jewish People. This means that our responsibilities extend 
to all Jews everywhere. That is why we maintain the highest 
standards of Kashruth. Why we are sensitive to the special needs 
of every passenger. Why we are always there for Israel and her 
people. 

EL AL will abide by the Government's decision concerning 
ceasing Shabbat service and do everything in its power to 
overcome all difficulties for the good of our passengers and the 
company. We are confident that our employees will support 
this policy. 

Your support for EL AL at this crossroads is essential. 
Now is the time not to be influenced by a dissident few but to help 
us demonstrate to them and the world that the Jewish People 
still stand together. () ( 

kl 
David Schneider 
General Manager 
North & Central America 
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Books in Review 
The Knowing Heart (Da'ath Tevunoth) by Rabbi Moshe 
Chayirn Luzzatto, with an English translation by Shraga 
Silverstein (Feldheim Publishers, 1982, $12.95). 

This latest volume in Feldheim's Torah Classics 
Library represents an outstanding publishing achieve
ment. Da'ath Tevunoth was written by Rabbi Moshe 
Chaim Luzzatto to clarify-and eloquently bring home 
to the reader-the most profound principles of Torah. 
In effect, although not in form, this work is a commen
tary on the principles of faith as defined by the Rarnbam. 
It focuses on the central principle of the oneness of G-d, 
and deals with its philosophical ramifications and its 
implications for man-his purpose in life and the goals 
he has to pursue. 

Needless to say, this is a difficult work to study. Some 
years ago, Rabbi C. Friedlander published a new Hebrew 
edition, corrected from early manuscripts, and with 
subheadings and an expository commentary in Hebrew, 
that proved of much help. Now Rabbi Silverstein has 
given us a brilliant English translation of Rabbi Fried
lander's text of the Da'ath Tevunoth. The Hebrew text is 
printed with vowels, and the translations are printed on 
facing pages. Even the best translation will not make 
this an easy work to peruse; it cannot be read but must 
be studied. However, the serious student will be fasci
nated by the insights he finds in it, and will be greatly 
aided by Rabbi Silverstein's precise but easy-flowing 
translation. 

As A Tree By The Water, by Reuven P. Bulka (Feldheim 
Publishers, 1980, $8.95) 

This edition of Pirkei Avos offers a translation and a 
commentary providing "psychological and philosophical 
insights" into the wisdom of our Sages. The author has 
attempted to point out "the connections and linkages 
within each Mishna, and between one Mishna and 
another" (p. 10); in fact, he tries to identify in each 
chapter of Avos one central common theme. This is a 
valid and worthwhile approach, and yields many inter
esting results. Yet it should be stressed that, notably in 
the first two chapters, the connection between the 
Mishnayos is clearly historical rather than topical, show
ing the chain of rabbinic leadership. Also, sometimes the 
effort to show links between Mishnayos can lead to 
somewhat forced interpretations; compare the author's 
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suggestions that the floating skull "quite likely was the 
end result of a person striving to be a person where 
others were already entrenched [as persons]," p. 65 (this 
interpretation, moreover, robs Hillel's statement of its 
profound message about the workings of divine justice). 

There are in this volume many striking applications 
of the wisdom of our Sages to issues that concern mod
ern man. The author's experience in teaching Judaic 
studies and his concern with psychology enable him to 
pinpoint problems besetting a person in the particular 
climate of our time; thus e.g. his emphasis on Judaism's 
essentially positive approach to life and man's role in it 
(pp. 15-16), or his interpretation of chapter II, Mishna 5, 
as built around the dangers of a superiority complex. 
This book will therefore be of particular value to those 

SUMMER SALE 
For The Largest Selection of 

Lightweight and Tropical Name Brand 
I'. .. Designer Suits and Sports Coats 

, at Discount Prices. 

Nol Wriffen 

Shop Now and Save! 

••••••••••••• 
: FEATURING: : --"'l! A Large Selection • 

of London Fog® : 
All Weather : 

Coats • ••••••••••• 
Botany "SOO" • H.- frMman 

Lo-Fog 
Olen bgln, Beuon -"""'"' Chrtattan Dtor 

Free Shatnes Check 5101 NEW UTRECHT AVE. 
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GEDO IA 

~ 
• Bais Medrash for the 

serious ta/mid age 17-21. 

• Shiurim in lyun, Bekius, 
Halacha, Chumash, and Mussar. 

• Dedicated to helping a bochur 
realize his full potential. 

For an interview contact: 

RABBI AHRON GARFINKEL 
Seven Cameo Ridge Road I 
Monsey, New York 10952 
(914) 352-6214/356-0888 ...____ 

Be sure to notify us in ad-
" vance so that your copies r--...<. ...:::._v will continue to reach you. 

No~~ The U.S. Postal Service will 

_fl..()-~~~~~~"-o_t~fo_rw~a-r_d~m~a-g_a_z_i_n_e_s~to__, ~.: your new address. 

I WE c~~!!.~ .'!;~~.~~~~.I& ~!.~~.!~'!!BILES I 
STATION WAGONS· FULL SIZE CARS 

Daily· Weekly - Monthly Rafel 
• Fr•• Mileage Plans • Major Credit Cardi 

• Short & Long J erm Leasing • All Makes & Model1 
let U1 Tailor A Lease To Fir Your Needs 

Auto Rental, & leasing 
5620 lew Utrecht Ave., Brooklyn, I. Y., comer S7th St. 
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Open Sun.-Thurs. 8-6:30, Fri. till 3:00 
(212) 435-8111 

NEW ADDITIONAL LOCATION: 
249 W. 43rd St. NYC 10036 

Tel. no. 382-1555 SHOMER SHA.BIOS 

SEPHARDIC SONGS AND PROVERBS 
Many Hands, translated by Stephen Levy, is 
the world's first bilingual Rashiscript Judezmo 
(Ladino) and English edition. A historical in
troduction is included. This important and 
beautiful book is hand-printed and bound. 
Please send $11.50 per copy, or $26.50 for the 
signed collector's edition to FIREFLY PRESS, 
607 Franklin Street, Room 511, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts 02139. 

in the academic world; in fact, the language of the work 
(experiential, stasis, convenantal, depersonalize, dialog
ical, valuational, etc.-and, regularly, deviance for devi
ation) reflects their idiom. The author has succeeded in 
presenting to them Jewish traditional values without 
giving in to the temptation to cater to current popular 
ideas. (But why the statement that one should "not 
engage in excessive idle chatter even with your wife" 
because "there must be ample room for empathizing 
with one's wife. A wife is not just there for small talk" 
... , p. 29. Surely this is true but it is not the real 
meaning of this Mishna.) 

This volume is a worthwhile addition to the long line 
of works seeking to apply the teachings of the Sages to 
the changing conditions of man. 

The Handbook of Jewish Thought, by Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan 
(Maznaim Publishers, 1979, $13.95) 

Rabbi Kaplan has made many major contributions to 
the American Jewish community-notably through his 
translation of the Yalkut Me'am l.oez and the Derech 
Hashem, and through various writings on hashkafa, such 
as the series of pamphlets published by N.C.S.Y., pre
viously reviewed in The Jewish Observer. This present 
work, too, is of considerable value, for it gathers in one 
volume a great deal of important information on basics 
of Judaism and-perhaps even more importantly
provides a wealth of references for further study in the 
footnotes, which occupy half of each page. The material 
is organized in 13 chapters, ranging from G-d, Man, 
Israel, to Sanhedrin, Authority, Halachah, Custom. 

The very names of the chapters indicate that the 
book's title can be misunderstood. It is really a handbook 
dealing with principles, or concepts of Judaism rather 
than Jewish thought as such, and even includes such 
basic facts as the list of Talmudic tractates and of the 
Prophets. In such an encyclopedic undertaking there is, 
of course, no possibility of including everything, and I 
am sure every reader-just like this reviewer-will be 
delighted to find certain things, while thinking of others 
that he would have liked included, too. Thus, e.g., this 
reviewer missed a mention of the Chazon Ish's famous 
Kunlras on the giving of the Torah on page 129 (para
graph 7:32) where the order of the Torah's giving is 
discussed; or a reference to Ahavas Jonathan (Haflorah of 
the seventh day of Pesach) in the discussion of Tanach (p. 
92, para. 6:28). These, however, are very personal 
predilections. 

More generally, however, this reviewer felt that 
there was a certain imbalance in the space and attention 
given to different topics. On the one hand, such crucial 
themes as prayer, repentance, and the holidays, are at 
most touched upon in passing; the subject of miracles is 
only brought up very briefly in the chapter on the 
Prophets, and its treatment will not satisfy any reader 
who remembers the author's own remarks, (p. 17, para. 
2:41) on the continuous re-creation of the world (the 
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interpretation offered by the Michtav M'Eliyahu would 
have been helpful, but generally there is little or no 
reference made to the writings of the Baalei Mussar). On 
the other hand, the later chapters of the work go into 
many details that are matters of Psak Halacha, of little 
concern to the general reader, and sometimes probably 
highly confusing to him, The question of when one 
custom takes precedence over another, for example .. is 
discussed at sufficient length to probably bore a reader; 
while the treatment of variant spellings in the Torah 
scrolls may well raise great confusion in his mind (p. 
125, para, 7:18 and 7:21, p. 136, para. 7:51, and p. 137, 
para. 7:55). 

While this reviewer would like to see future editions 
take into account the considerations mentioned, it 
should be reiterated that this work, even in its present 
form, is of great value and belongs in every reference 
library. 

Follow Up 

Some time ago, the JO reviewed the first volumes in 
the ArtScroll Mishna Series. We can now welcome the 
third volume to appear, completely devoted to tractate 
Shabbos, masterfully translated and with commentary by 

BETH JACOB 
TEACHERS SEMINARY 

OF MONTREAL 
Rabbi S, Aisenstark 

DEAN 
Rabbi P, Hirschprung 

Chief Rabbi of Montreal 
PRESIDENT 

We are the School!! 
More than just a seminary!! 

- With a Fully Accredited Discipline of Courses 
- Supervised Classroom Teaching-

of the Highest Calibre 
- Certificate Program in Special Education 

optional 
- Dorm, Swimming Pool and Gym 
- Tuition Scholarships Available 

Come join us for a year 
you'll never forget!! 
Call or Write Now: 

Rabbi M, Levin 
Executive Director 
1750 Glendale Ave, 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada H2V 1B3 
514-739-3614 
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Rabbi Avraham Yoseif Rosenberg, This tractate ob
viously posed many difficult problems, and both presen
tations (using illustrations where necessary) and elabo
ration in depth are outstanding; the commentary, with 
its full range of references to early and late rabbinic 
authorities, will indeed not only be of great help to 
anybody studying Mishna Shabbos but to students of its 
Gemora, as well. 

Two more tractates-Yom Tov !Betsah) and Rosh Ha
shanah-have also appeared in the Mishna series pro
duced by Dr. Jeffrey R Cohen, of which we reviewed 
the first two volumes previously. Designed along en
tirely different lines than the ArtScroll series, this series 
includes the vocalized and translated text of the Barten
ura, with annotations, rather than a general antholog
ized commentary; and it offers at the end of each chap
ter a full summary of the laws based on this chapter, as 
they apply today. Of particular interest and value to the 
student is the introduction to tractate Yorn Tov, which 
contains a detailed classification of the laws of Muktzo, 
and a lengthy treatise appended to Rosh Hashana which 
presents the Jewish calender in all its details, complete 
with the charts and illustrations needed to familiarize 
the student with this complex subject, 

HaGaon, HaRav 
Yaakov Kamenetsky, Shlita 
K"ei"7W 'Pl.n:ip :lPY' :l!i1 \iNJi'i 
Speaks on Pirkei A vos 
Ethics of the Fathers 
in Yiddish 
As heard on the Dov Shurin Show 
on WNYM 1330 AM between 
Pesach and Shavuos 57 42 

Translated by 
Rav Yechiel Yitschok Perr, ~y~~7tu 
of Yeshiva Derech Aysan 
of Far Rockaway, N.Y. 

2 tapes in Yiddish: $10, plus $1.50 for postage and handling 
3 tapes {with English translation): 

$15, plus $150 for postage and handling 
Now available at the 18th Ave. & SOth St. Seforim 
& Gift Center in Boro Pk., and other fine seforim stores. 

Mosad Brucha Tapes 
876 E. 14th St., Brooklyn, N,Y, 11230 

Gentlemen: 
DEnclosed please find $11.50 for 2 tapes of Rav Kamenetsky 

on Pirkei A vos 
OEnclosed please find $16.50 for 3 tapes of Rav Kamenetsky 

on Pirkei Avos with English translation. 

Send tapes to: 

NAME'---------------~ 
ADDRESS: ______________ _ 
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ATTENTION SEMINARY STUDENT, 
SEMINARY GRADUATE, & TEACHER 

We are pleased to announce the opening of 

THE INSTITUTE FOR 
SPECIAL EDUCATION 

of Sara Schenirer Teachers Seminary 
in affiliation with 

The Jewish Center for Special Education 

We address ourselves to the Seminary student, 
graduate, or the teacher who seeks to develop an expertise 
in the specialized and expanding field of Special Ed, and as 
applied to Limudei Kodesh. 

We have designed a two-year training course 
which is comparable to, but more intensive than, a major 
in Special Ed at the B.A. level. Completion of the curricu
lum, which covers every required and pertinent area, will 
prepare the graduate to be hired in Jewish schools for 
positions in Special Ed classrooms, resource rooms, indi
vidualized instruction in regular classrooms, and individ
ualized remediation work. 

Courses and programs are approved and accre
dited by Torah Umesorah, which will issue its License in 
Special Ed to graduates. 

Detailed fact sheet sent upon request. 

Rabbi Michoel Meisels 
Dean 
Sara Schenirer Seminary 

Robbi Aharon H Fried, Ph.D. 
Dean 

• Jewish Cente'for 
Special Education 

THE INSTITUTE FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION 
4622 ... 14th Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11219 

Tel: (212) 633-8557-8 
1M1'0 11l~n7 T1:lO 

Haolam, rhe mosr trusted name 1n Cho!ov Yisroel Kosher Cheese. 

For Bochurlm 17 and up 
looklng for a Mokom Torah 
with an emphasis on Halo~ 
cho In a warm atmosphere Integrated with 
a Chaburah of Kolel Yungelelt of high 
caliber. 

• Daily Shiurim on the Mesechte 
• Daily Shiurim in Shulchan Aruch 
• A Nightly Seder at The Yeshiva 

We are pleased to announce that in addition to 
the regular Shiurim, there will be an advanced 

Ha/ocho Shiur every afternoon at the Yeshiva by 
the well-known Mechanech 

HARAV SHLOMO EISENBLATT 
For Appointment an.d /ntervie.w Please Call 

(212) 438-0479 or 436-9716 
In the mountains, please call 

HARAV SHLOMO BRAUNSTEIN, Menahel Ruchnl 
(914) 292-3404 

Bostoner Yeshiva Darkei Noam 
1535 - 49th St., Brooklyn, N.Y.11219 

A reputatkin.eamed through 25 years of scrupulous devotion to quality 
and kashruth.With 12 delicious varieties. Under the strict Rabbinical 
supervision ()fK'ha! Adas Je!'hurun, N. Y I 
Hao!am, a tradition you'll enjoy keeping. I 

Cholov Yisroel It-• .. ao 
THURMAAL'IS. WOfllllCHtl:.SECO JNC. NEWYOfll(. NY ........ WIL 
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second looks 
at the jewish scene 

The Lebanese 
Dilemma 

For centuries, Lebanon has been 
thought of primarily in terms of the 
source of the cedars used for build
ing the Temple in Jerusalem by King 
Solomon. Not any more. Today the 
name brings to mind a shrinking 
sanctuary for PLO terrorists, a war
torn country still harassed by Syrian 
troops, the place where Israeli sol
diers have surrounded West Beirut 
in hope of ridding themselves once 
and for all of the PLO life-threat. 

The situation is fluid, complex., 
and full of elements that provoke 
contradictory political and military 
assessments. We do not assume to 
have that extra wisdom necessary 
for passing judgment on such a 
situation. For this we look to Gedolei 
Yisroel, for they are equipped with 
Daas Torah to fully and adequately 
evaluate all of the factors at work, 
once they are fully briefed on all the 
pertinent facts. Some things, how
ever, are abundantly clear, and we 
see no risk in committing them to 
paper. 

First of all, the behavior of many a 
diplomat and editorial writer unfor
tunately seems to conform with 
what centuries of experience has 
taught us to expect: Kial Yisroel is 
held accountable for a type of con
duct that would be accepted without 
the flicker of an eyelash were it 
committed by anyone else. In regard 
to whom else would the world
which had closed its eyes to Syrian 
and PLO slaughter of Lebanese civ
ilians these past eight years-react 
so vehemently, as they did, to con
demn minimal Israeli-inflicted casu-
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alties? Why else are the Israelis 
faulted for threatening possible 
harm to the Moslem residents of 
West Beirut, when the blame should 
be brought squarely on the shoul
ders of the 6,000 PLO members 
who are deliberately entrenched 
among them, virtually using them 
as shields against Israeli attack? How 
else can it be that the Israelis are 
condemned for not offering nation
hood and safe, recognized borders 
to the Arabs that fled Palestine on 
their own accord, while the Arab 
States are not held derelict for hold
ing back the same basics from Israel, 
regarding the land it has held on to 
with tenacity? ... Of course, we 
Jews have always accepted that we 
must answer to a higher code of 
conduct, but it is totally out of place 
for this standard to be used as a 
subterfuge for condemnation-es
pecially by those who have been 
guilty of much more excessive viola
tions of such infractions than those 
the Israelis are blamed for; or from 
the very people who would benefit 
immeasurably from the elimination 
of the group responsible for training 
terrorists that are the scourge of the 
free world. 

Prominent among the voices pub
licly condemning Israel's conduct of 
the war are those of Jewish liberals, 
who take pride in the universally 
appreciable aspects of Judaism, but 
find it painful to face up to the parti
cularist expressions of our religion 
and nationhood. (The pronounce
ments of Arthur Waskow, Nachum 
Glaser, and Leonard Fine, among 
others, come to mind.) Having de
prived Judaism of all basic meaning, 
they are only left with vague altruis
tic yearnings and a deep-seated need 

to be accepted by the non-Jewish 
world-to the extent of condemn
ing their brethren for fighting for 
their very lives! 

These thoughts are all shadowed 
by the deeply painful awareness 
that the attempts at making living 
conditions safer in the northern tier 
of Eretz Yisroel is proving to be very 
costly in Jewish lives. The attempt 
to totally uproot the PLO from its 
entrenchment in Lebanon has been 
even more costly-with many of 
these lives lost because of the great 
effort expended to avoid killing civ
ilians when attempting to rid spe
cific areas of the terrorists. 

When Jewish blood is flowing, 
everyone of us-wherever we may 
be-must act with a compelling 
sense of responsibility to enhance 
our tefillos, our mitzva observance, 
and our Torah study on behalf of 
those whose lives are on the line. 

As we said at the outset, it is not 
for us to evaluate whether the losses 
are justified or not. We can only 
reenforce our prayers for the well
being of the people of Israel with the 
hope that we be worthy of the pro
tection of the Shomer Yisroel-the 
Guardian of Israel, who neither 
slumbers nor sleeps-and that the 
mesiras nefesh of those who risk their 
lives for the sake of others provide 
us all with much needed merit. "T. 

c2J1ATANA 
(jALLEI(Y 

Esrogim, Succah Decorations; 
Jewelry; Personalized Chall ah 
Covers, Talis Bags and Yar
mulkas; Jewish Books, Ju
daica; Taleisim, Mezuzos, and 
Lots More-

All at Super Discount Prices. 
Open Sunday and Wednesday 

11 :00 A.M. - 6:00 P.M. 
Other Times by Appointment. 

1163 East I 0th Street 
Bet.Kand L 

252-1222 
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Hanoch Teller 

The Day of the Donkey in Jerusalem 

The Invitation 

Some associate donkeys with haul
ing coal, towing canal boats, and 
plowing cotton fields. A few relate 
donkeys with the primordial one 
which Bilaam rode, and Moshiach will 
ride. But who associates them with 
their special milzva-Pidyon Peller 
Chamor? 

A recent invitation embossed in 
gold, placed in select Jerusalem loca
tions, generated new associations 
for over 5,000 people. 

Berov Am Hadras Melech 
In the midst of multitudes 

is a King glorified 
We are happy to announce 

that please G-d 
Tuesday, Parshas Bahaaloscha, 

IO Sivan, 5742 
a Pidyon Peller Chamor 
will take place .... 

Pidyon Peller Chamor? The name 
rings a vague memory like a vestige 
from a Temple service. Not exactly. 
Actually it is a milzva which is neither 
esoteric nor mystical. 

Hanoch TeHer, a frequent contributor to these 
pages, /foes in Jerusalem, where he studies in the 
Mirrer Yeshiva. 
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Revival of a Neglected Mitzva 

,. h\!ir.. 

The Torah ordains that every 
firstborn male ass must be redeemed 
with a lamb, to remember the slain 
Egyptian first born. Asses not re
deemed must be killed, teaching that 
one who wishes to withhold that 
which he mistakenly deems his own 
is in fact sentencing it to destruction 
(S.R. Hirsh). 

Despite the sublimity of this mitz
va, it is rarely performed. Perhaps 
this is because of the general rarity 
of "Jewish" donkeys, the infrequency 
of surviving first-born males, and 
the cost involved (there are halachic 
loopholes to avoid the expense). In 
any event, when this mitzva was 
finally performed this summer, it 
was an event second only in propor
tion to Birkas Hachamah in its mass 
participation. Bus drivers in a 10-
block radius were incredulous: It 
was not a funeral or a havganna 
(demonstration) ... they didn't know 
what to make of the crowds. "Did 
Moshiach arrive?" a #9 bus driver 
asked me, staring at the thousands 
streaming through the streets. 

The Crowd at Batei V arshaw 

Bait Zupnick, the plaza adjacent 
to Yeshiva/ Ahaval Shalom where the 

Pidyon took place, turned into a hu
man "Black Sea." Not since the mass 
anti-stadium protest two years ago 
has Batei Varshaw seen nearly so 
many people. 

The center of attention were the 
distinguished Oayanim, Rabbonim and 
Roshei Yeshiva tightly seated on the 
porch in front of Yeshiva! Ahavat Sha
lom. Dozens of loudspeakers were 
strung across the plaza to project 
the forthcoming drashos on inyannei 
deyoma (speeches on the topic of the 
day). 

Irrespective of the gedolim sitting 
on the balcony, the likes of which 
are rarely ever gathered under one 
awning, the crowds strained and 
craned to see the hero of the day. 
Youngsters performed acrobatic 
feats-to try and land on the roof of 
Ahavat Shalom and get a better view 
of the action. 

The Missing Hero 

But the hero was not to be found. 
A donkey, even a baby one, cannot 
be easily concealed. Where could he 
be? Rumor had it that he had stub
bornly refused to ascend the stairs 
to the Yeshiva ... 
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Finally from the direction of the 
street came an uproar of applause. 
Sephardi women started ululating 
at the top of their voices. CLAP, 
CLAP, CLAP-tens, hundreds, thou
sands began to clap to a beat. 

A moshavnik bearing a donkey on 
his head (instead of the customary 
kova tembel) marched toward the Ye
shiva. People parted before him in 
waves to let him through, and then 
re-squished to catch another glimpse. 
The donkey was raised onto a table 
to satisfy the curious crowd. Each of 
his ears was adorned with pearl and 
jewel necklaces, and garlands of 
flowers were looped around his 
neck. After a few minutes, he was 
joined by his partner, the lamb, to 
thunderous applawse. 

Then the Rabbonim began their 
drashos, while the audience fidgeted, 
waiting for the actual redemption 
service to begin. HeChacham Hillel, 
owner of the bechor. explained the 
plain and mystical significance of the 
mitzva. 

"Every mitzva corresponds to a 
part of the body, each mitzva is a tikun 
to the soul and all of Kial Yisroel . ... 
Since every Jew cannot perform 
each mifzva, the fortunate few who 
have the opportunity should keep 
their fellow Jews in mind ... ". The 
To/dos Aaron Rebbe, the Kohein who 
accepted the pidyon. echoed this 
theme. 

"This mitzva did not come easily," 
declared Chacham Hillel. "For eight 
years I have tried to perform it. 
There were miscarriages, first-born 
females, etc .... until this bechor was 
born on Shavuos night!" 

One speech followed another until 
... silence, total silence, fell upon 

the area. You could hear traffic on 
Rechov Yaffe, four blocks away. 
Chacham Hillel raised the donkey 
with both hands while the To/dos 
Aaron Rebbe appointed a shaliach to 
raise the redeeming lamb for him . 
. . . A heavy Sepharadi havarah was am
plified over the P.A: 

i1'5~i1 ~~,~ 

EV 7-1750 
J,'"i!l i!!C 

11."UTi'C~!! 'C:j,'WTii'1~V 
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BARUCH ATTA. .. 
Blessed are you Hashem, 
King of the Universe ... 

Asher Kiddishanu ... 

was made on a new fruit followed by 
a "Shehechiyanu." People smiled at 
each other and shook hands. What 
do you wish someone at an occasion 
like this? Nae has? Kinder? Kein Yirbu? Who has commanded us 

Al pidyon ... 
To redeem our 

first born he-asses. 

AMEN, responded the audience, 
in an emotional pitch. A blessing 

We were baffled for lack of a 
blessing, but nonetheless felt blessed 
for having participated. Then we hit 
upon the appropriate greeting: "Tiz
ku lemilzvos. May you be worthy of 
more mitzvosf" !..T. 

mEITIDI 
BNEI YESHIVA 

announcing 

a New Edition 
of the ,,,l' in'~ 
with 

')ifi .,)I O.,~fi N"j')li 

Available in a compact size in 8 volumes. It is 
printed on cream-color paper, has an excellent 
binding and measures 12" long and 9" wide. 

Makes an ideal gift. 

--------------------------Pre-publication price with 
this coupon: 

Only $90.00 + $5.00 postage to 
anywhere in the U.S.A. 

Good until September 30, 1982 

For more information, contact: 
Eichler's Selorim Store 
1429 Coney Island Avenue 
Brooklyn, New York 11230 

Enclosed please find $90.00 + $5.00 shipping per set. 
Please send sets of .)l'ru to: 

Name 

Address -----------------------

City & State ____________ Zip ______ _ 
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Letters to the Editor 

The Drawbacks of 
Unbridled Praise 

To the Editor: 
I found your March '82 issue, 

which reached me this morning, 
impressive as usuaL but I must add a 
rejoinder to your somewhat naive 
account of "Project Success Environ
ment" which suggests that by prais
ing and reenforcing good behavior 
and work and ignoring bad, one 
achieves greater success. 

Some years ago, I was head of the 
limudei kodesh department of a primary 
school that had followed exactly this 
policy for a number of years, with 
developments which your article 
does not mention. 

a. Children develop an inflated 
view of their abilities, and are 
shocked to say the least when they 
compete for places in senior schools 
against children from more compet
itive schools. 

b. Parents are inadvertently de
ceived into feeling their children are 
more capable than may be the case, 
and as work is always geared to the 
child's own level, may not realize 
that their child's level is well below 
norm and may not take the neces
sary action to raise the level if pos
sible. 

c. Children no longer accustomed 
to being corrected become remark
ably self-centered and develop a var
iety of other unforeseen bad midos, 
such as an inability to cope with crit
icism, pressure or competition, being 
brought up to believe they can only 
do right. One manifestation of this 
was the policy of this particular 
school's headmaster to more or less 
abolish tests and marks because 
ch ea ting was nearly universal and 
because children could not cope with 
being assessed. 
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d. The general academic standard 
goes down, in comparison with other 
area schools, which allow reason
able amounts of pressure and en
courage a limited amount of compe
tition, which I find is particularly 
useful in motivating boys. 

Aside from the practical problems 
in the long-run is the, to me at least, 
obvious fact, that this approach is 
against the spirit of the Torah, which 
as I understand it, lays-in the case 
of boys particularly-some empha
sis on punishment as well as reward. 
Even from a civil point of view, any 
legal system has built-in "punish
ments" as well as "rewards." 

It may surprise some of your 
readers, but I have observed the 
highest standards, both academically 
and in character development, in 
Anglican public preparatory schools, 
where correct behavior is so taken 
for granted that it generally goes 
unnoted and unrewarded outwardly, 
but even the slightest bad behavior 
is dealt with rather harshly by Ame
rican standards. 

JOSEPH FELD 
Baltimore and London 

Rabbi Possick replies: 
I welcome Rabbi Feld's keen in

sights into Chinuch. Of course he is 
right. The Torah warns against 
"Sparing the rod [which is] hating 
the child." The discussion re: "Project 
Success" was only to describe an 
approach, not to give credence to all 
its facets. 

I believe my article expressed the 
concept of discipline-which in
cludes punishment as well as 
rewards. But both can be given with 
warmth and understanding. Please 
note the following quotation from 
the article which should clarify the 

above points: "This is not to advocate a 
policy of permissive softness. What is 
suggested are love and affection coupled 
with order and discipline and a firm, 
consistent demand that holds up Torah 
achievement and living as the ultimate 
goal." 

In addition, I refer the reader to 
my closing paragraph in which I cite 
Kitov's well-known interpretation 
of kibud av v'eim as calling for respect 
for parenthood. 

RABBI A. MOSHE POSSICK 

The Hebrew Day School
Success Without Rabbinical Help 

To the Editor: 
Jn reply to the article of Rabbi 

Trapper (Nissan, 1982), I wish to 
say the following: I was principal of 
the Beth Jacob School of East Bronx. 
I may therefore claim to know some
thing about chinuch of girls. The 
school was located in the neighbor
hood of well-known Rabbis. None 
of these ever mentioned anything 
about Chinuch of girls; this was the 
task of Beth Jacob. And believe it or 
not, all students continued in Jewish 
High Schools. My merit?! Not at all!! 
I had a teacher's staff who were 
devoted, dedicated, whose personal 
Yiddishkeit was beyond any doubt. 
Their art of teaching imbued their 
children with 

riiv~i~i 7into:li nJioK 'i11iKi'. 
It was their merit, and only theirs, 
that the girls wanted to continue 
and to increase their Jiil)~i~ their 
Torah knowledge. 

DR. HERMAN ULLMANN 
Prinicipal (rel.), 
Beth Jacob of East Bronx 
New York City 

Continuing Education for Girls 

To the Editor: 
I found your Nissan issue dealing 

with "Day Schools and Yeshivos 
Everywhere in the U.S.A." very 
thought-provoking and informative. 
Rabbi Trapper, in particular, pres
ents some interesting ideas and im
portant insights. Although his arti
cle deals with Jewish "youth," he 
seems to lean towards the signifi-
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cance of the educational background 
for Jewish boys. While this is cer
tainly a matter of highest magni
tude, it is equally crucial to stress the 
need for the girls' Torah hashkafa 
education is at least as important as 
for boys, especially in light of Rabbi 
Trapper's observation that "thou
sands of day school youth come 
from an environment of outright 
assimilation" and would be unable 
to learn these fundamental values at 
home-or even to a sufficient level, 
in a day school. 

In pre-World War II Europe, the 
education of many Jewish females 
was neglected to the point that 
Yeshiva yungeleit were hard pressed 
to find suitable shidd.tchim who 
matched their dedication and com
mitment to a true Torah life. Let us 
not be satisfied when so many of the 
future mothers of Kial Yisroel are left 
to rely on the hashkafos learnt in their 
day schools and public high schools 
to teach the next generation of Am 
Yisroel. 

ROCHEL HOROWITZ 
Scranton, Pa. 

Literature as a Porthole 
to Society 

To the Editor: 
I have followed with great inter

est the "debate" in the Jewish Observer 
about media and secular literature 
(it seems to be turning into a regular 
feature of the "Letters to the Editor" 
section). It appears that both "sides'' 
regard literature as primarily a form 
of entertainment or a vehicle for 
artistic expression, thereby ignoring 
the use of literature as a device for 
political and social comment. If the 
English departments of yeshivos re
gard "secular" literature as an "art" 
form rather than as an opportunity 
to critically examine the world we 
live in, this suggests a serious defi
ciency. Instead of slavishly imitating 
non-Torah schools' approach to li
terature, we should endeavor to 
employ in our yeshivas competent 
Bnei Torah who can teach students 
to critically view the society we live 
in from a Torah perspective. 
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Based on the number of [rum peo
ple reading novels on the subway 
every morning, I believe that a [rum 
novel might find a ready market if it 
is not only "kosher" in its perspec
tives, but also literate. 

AARON WOLFE KUPERMAN 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Realizing the Individual's 
Potential 

To the Editor: 
Your recent issue devoted to as

sessing chinuch in America (J.O. Vol. 
16, No. 2) was quite thought-pro
voking. While the questions of whe
ther our day schools are successful 
in motivating their talmidim and 
whether our yeshiva graduates 
watch T.V. are indeed interesting 
topics, I feel that the question of 
success or failure of "heimishe" ye
shiva high schools and batei midrashim 
to inspire our young people is indeed 
a matter worthy of even more elabo
ration. 

There are today more young men 
continuing on to learn in our kolle
lim than ever before, yet all too many 
korbanos are left along the way in 
creating that "Echad hayotzeh le-hora'ah" 
-the one who excells and goes on to 
teach others. 

The stores of Boro Park are filled 
with 15-18 year old young men who 
never finished high school, but have 
closed their Gemaros and "entered 
the world." An analysis of this popu
lation will show that many are as 
bright and intelligent as their coun
terparts who remained in yeshiva. 

What is the cause of our"failure"? 
Is it the call of "the street culture," 

the American preoccupation with 
material wealth, or the change in 
our society to rewarding technical 
skills rather than academic prowess? 

Perhaps the cause is the talmid's 
perception of yeshiva as a place that 
stifles individuality, the oversized 
classes engendered by budgeting 
considerations, or the lack of stress 
or encouragement of each individ
ual talmid to develop his self-con
fidence in learning at his own pace. 

Whatever the cause, the effect 
has taken its toll. While individual 

parents may take solace in the fact 
that their yeshiva "drop out" has 
shown maturity in taking a job in 
the market place, the Torah com
munity must question if it has been 
guilty of not recognizing the poten
tial drop-out and guiding him along 
a different path. While all must 
agree with Rabbi Possick's sugges
tion that the teacher can do much to 
help prevent student failure, many 
of our high school and beis hamidrash 
boys need the special ruach of a 
smaller yeshiva, an out-of-town set
ting or a vocationally oriented high 
school so that all young men will 
remain in yeshiva at least until they 
are skilled in learning Gemora on an 
independent basis. 

(RABBI) Y OSEF WIKLER 
Menahel, Yeshiva Birkas Reuven 
Brooklyn, New York 

Pincus Mandel 
Cemetery Consultant 

Representative of Chevros 
Kadisha of Jerusalem 

with karka available on Har Ha
zaitim, Har Hamnuchot and 
Sanhedria. Karka also obtain
able on all other Community· 
owned Cemeteries in Eretz Yis
rael, controlled and maintained 
by the Chevra Kadisha of the 
Community. 

1569 4 7th Street 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219 
Day and Night Phone 

(212) 855-5121 

Honesty - Integrity -
Responsibility 

Over 25 Years of Dedicated Service to 
the Orthodox Jewish Community 

The Prophecies of 
Tanach and Ghazal 

As Realized in our Days 
Approved by Gedolim in: 

)1:.JT'"t-1: 'i':'il ':'t(D1 f'1t(O 
(Author of "A Matter of Return"} 

Second Edition 
Distributed by: 

Endorsky 
Hebrew Religious Books 

4401-16th Avenue 
Brooklyn, New York 11204 

212-635-5500 
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To those for Whom 
TORAH is 

.FOREMOST, 

fl 
emunAH iili~" 

TORAH £A55ETTES 
0 iii ... (] 

0 0 0 0 

u 
• ·9o·mini.Jte lecttlresJn EngUsh del

ivered.by.A .• Ezriel.Taube.r, Me·na".' 
hel of.Kollelei MechonHahoyroa 

• Hashkofo/Chi:iuk addressed ·to 
B'nai Torah and advanced be-
ginners-bOth .nien.and wo·men 

• l nformatiVe, dynamfc--.eXcellent" 
for home,. office, travel,· and Ye
shiva· litJraries 

• Some ·t.itle·s curr6ntly avaHabl.e: 
#48 ''.Are you Proud to.bea Jew?" 
#56 "The Benefit ofGolus" 
#52 "Can 1 Rebuild 

the Bais HaMikdosh?" 
#44 "How the Torah 

Values Women" 
#50 "The Torah Concept 

of Marriage',' 
#40 "K'dOshim-T'heeyu',' 

(in Yiddish) 
•Also ava.ilable: In-depth $hiurei. 

Maharal. in English & Yiddish 
•Only $2.75 (pertape) plus 75¢for 

postage and h.andling 

Make checks payable to: 
EMUNAH TAPES 

or ask tor.Emunah·Tap&t at yQur 
local Hebrew Book Store 

For further information: regarding 
addiUonal titles and brochure, write 
to: 

EMUNAH TAPES 
P.O.B.361 

Monsey, N.Y. 10952 
or call (914) 356-3747 

In a challenging world .•• 
fortify yourself 
with EMUNAH 
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Remembering "Volozhin-U.S.A." 

To the Editor, 
"Volozhin USA" (March '82) really 

aroused my own fond memories! It 
was a description as close to perfect 
as possible. 

I remember my own first impres
sions, also very disappointing; but I, 
too, was soon captivated by the 
"academic standards and G-d fear
ing students" of the place. 

As a new bachur, understandably I 
was ~omewhat uncomfortable. How 
elevated I felt when I was asked by 
"the wise one" at a certain gathering 
to sing a nigun. He knew precisely 
what I needed! 

As for "the Alter"-! would pur
posely look for a kushye (difficulty) in 
the Chovos Halevovos and ask him for 
an explanation. You can't imagine 
his glowing face and radiant appear
ance as he sat me down after supper 
outside on the porch to say pshat. 
The bright sun was setting, but"the 
Alter's" face was even brighter. I was 
not listening too intently-I was 
just looking .... 

The point of my writing this let
ter, however, is the "tragic closing" 
of that era. The reason for this is 
very clear. In fact, the article answers 
it itself. 

Volozhin-U.S.A. was a European 
yeshiva. European yeshivas are non
existent today. And so"Volozhin" as 
it was then could not survive in 
modern times either. This is not 
really tragic. As the "wise one" would 
have said-"S'iz a metzias fun der 
briah"-it is a reality of existence. 

Y.S. BAR-AV 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Where Charity Begins ... 
and Ends 

To the Editor: 
In June 1981, Dr. Fryshman's ar

ticle entitled "When Charity Begins 
at Home" pointed out clearly that a 
parent who does not pay a tuition 
equal to the cost of educating his 
child, is no more than a beneficiary 
of charity. 

Some of us, while discussing ye
shivos and tuition, decided that just 
as yeshivas post a daily "Ned iv Yorn," 
honoring a person who undertakes 
support of the yeshiva that day, 
yeshivos should also post a plaque 
honoring the "Kablan Hayom." Ac
companying this plaque would be a 
certificate designating "the com
munity leader or rich individual on 
behalf of whose son(s) charity was 
being collected that day." 

The Boys at the 
Table at the 
Back of the Shu/ 

Who Buys Hebrew Books? 

To the Editor: 
There is much to-do about Heb

rew book learning going out of 
style. I am reminded of a story told 
by Rabbi Mordechai Gifter, the Tel
zer Rosh Hayeshiva, about his pre
decessor, Rabbi Eliyahu Meir Bloch 
7'-:tT, which I heard at the Agudath 
Israel Convention of 1979: 

Soon after Reb Elya Meir came to 
these shores in 1941, he went to a 
bookstore on the Lower Eastside 
and asked the owner for a copy of 
the Ketzos HaChoshen-a classical ana
lytical commentary popular in ye
shivos. After climbing a ladder and 
searching the higher shelves, he 
came down with an old copy of the 
Ketzos HaChoshen. The owner said, 
"Rav Bloch, lch mein dos is die lets/er 'Ket
zos' vos mir farkoifen in America" (Rav 
Bloch, I think this is the last 'Ketzos' 
being sold in America). Reb Elya 
Meir answered, "There will be a 
time when such seforim will be printed 
and sold by the thousands." 

This story came to mind when I 
went recently to the Second Annual 
Seforim Fair. During the Pesach 
Bein Hazemanim one of the big seforim 
dealers rents a hall for a week's time 
and puts many seforim up for sale. 
These include copies of the Ketzos 
printed in America and Eretz Yisroel, 
in large volumes and small ones. 

How true was the vision of Reb 
Elya Meir over forty years ago! 

DANIEL CARLEBACH 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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Yeshiva Crises .•. and Criticisms 
of Religious Jewry's Indifference 

To the Editor: 
Your columns have been dealing 

with the various crises in Torah 
education, not the least among them 
adequate wages for rabbeim. May I 
suggest the following: 

Our educational institutions 
should guarantee a raise in salary to 
their faculties each year, corres
ponding to the rise in cost of living, 
and then raise the parents' tuition 
bills accordingly. When faced with 
such figures, most parents will go 
along with this automatic linkage. 
By contrast, even a devoted parent 
may hesitate to give huge sums of 
money to his child's school unless he 
sees what he is getting in return-in 
this case, a better salary for the Rebbi 
would be good reason. 

I found Rabbi Scheinman's article 
on "Where Are the Tears?" (March 
'81) slanderous of the religious 
community. Why quote the irreli
gious paper Haaretz, and agree to its 
judgments? Imagine if such words 
were printed in an American paper: 
"He actually enjoyed watching the 
beating of the old religious Jews." 
Wouldn't there be an uproar of 
anger against it? And is it really true 
that the religious Jews have separ
ated themselves from the rest of 
Israeli society, and not the reverse? 
And even if it were so, why should 
they be beaten? ... And if the writer 
enjoys witnessing the beatings, 
shouldn't he be ashamed to say so
moreover, to print it? 

I also disagree with Rabbi Schein
man's criticism of religious Jews' 
alleged indifference to their less re
ligious brethren. Can we expect 
ordinary religious Jews to shed tears 
for their enemies and tormentors? 
This is a purity of character that 
Dovid Hamelech attained, but very few 
others did. I'm sure that the great 
lzaddikim among us do shed tears for 
the ones who went astray, but it's 
too much to ask of ordinary people. 
While all Jews do have pity on the 
irreligious ones-we all pray on Rosh 
Hashanah: "Bestow Your fear upon 
Your people," we wish the best for 
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them and we certainly don't attack 
them. We do not enjoy their prob
lems, and for sure we do not print 
that we do. 

U. JACOBSON 
Brooklyn, NY 

HOME 
ATTENDANTS 

needed for 

HOUSEKEEPING AND 
PERSONAL CARE 

for the 

DISABLED AND 
HOMEBOUND 

good pay and benefits 
Baro Park, Bensonhurst and 

Flatbush Area 
full-time live in positions only 

Project OHR Inc. 
(Office for Homecare Referral) 

3920 13th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11218 

853-2700 

LOST 
AND MUST BE FOUND 

Thousands have been lost to cults, missionar~ 
ies, intermarriage, and assimilation. 

CHIWK-an agency of Agudath Israel World 
Organization is doing something about i 
through outreach activities-adult study classes 
-seminars-campus programs-counseling
publications. 

We must expand our staff of volunteers and 
urgently need capable people who have a feel 
ing for Kiruv, to help out in the following areas: 

e giving classes 
• campus activites 
•artwork 
•counseling 
• home hospitality program 
• office work 
• publications 
and more. 
• but mainly giving classes 

INTERESTED IN HELPING OUT 
OR IN MORE INFORMATION? 

CALL (212) 791-1848 

GET INVOLVED d!Jr,~ 
"The Torah Link" .. ,,,.,..,..,_ .. ,_,,....,,,,._~ 

Fin Beei.ma., Slttet I N~" York. N. Y. 1003tl I 

E SHELLY . . .... . . . . . . . . 
LADli 

. . = . . . . 
• • 

E .. : . 
ll'thestra ... . . . . - 438-3402 

: . : . - . . 
r: - - - - . - - - 7 -- -- -- - - -- . -- -- - -- - - I 
1 ls your .name· and addr.ess printed incorrectly on. the JO m<iiling label"' 
I Are y<;iu moving') Help us deliver your JO to vnu as eff1cientlv as possi I 

ble. Please attachcurrent.mail!ng labelln space below: or else print clear I 
I . l<1your address as we now have it. 

Name 

Address 

City, Stale. Zip . 

Pnnt your correct ior 1\ew) name and address here: 

City. State. Zip .. 

Mail to: 

L ____ _ 
The Jewish Observer 

5 Beekman St/NYC 10038 
- -·· ~- -- ~· --- -· -- ·-- -- - --- - - _J 
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PLANS FOR AGUDATH 
ISRAEL'S 60TH CONVENTION 

SET 

SIYUM OF YERUSHALMI ATTRACTS HUGE CROWD 

Plans for the 60th annual national conven
tion of Agudath Israel of America went into 
high gear. This year's three day conclave at 
the Rye Town Hilton in Port Chester, New 
York; from Thursday through Sunday, Nov
ember 25th-November 28th, is expected to 
attract a capacity participation of 3,000 dele
gates and guests. 

According to an announcement by Agu
dath Israel, the convention will mark several 
important milestones for the Orthodox Jew
ish community. On the day of the opening 
session, on Thursday, Torah Jews through
out the world will begin the ninth cycle of the 
unique daily Torah study program, the Oaf 
Yomi. To mark the occasion, the convention 
will be host to a huge Siyurn Hashas banquet 
on Thursday evening with the participation 
of the nation's leading Torah authorities. 

The convention will also take on added sig
nificance as the organization completes its 
celebrations marking its 60th year on the 
American scene and 70th year on the world 
scene. An evaluation of the growth of Or
thodoxy in America as reflected by the 60 
year efforts of the American Agudath Israel 
movement will be one of the highlights of the 
gathering. From the moment the delegates 
will gather for the convention, they will be 
involved in intense deliberations on the 
course of the Orthodox Jewish community as 
Agudath Israel of America enters its seventh 
decade. 

In additon to the stimulating sessions, 
capped by a keynote gathering on Motzoei 
Shabbos, the convention will have its tradi
tional flavor of a Torah retreat. Inspired by 
the presence of the largest gathering of the 
nation's Torah leaders, the delegates and 
guests from cities throughout the United 
States and from overseas will hear major 
addresses from members of the Moetus Gedolei 
Ha Torah (Council of Torah Sages), heads of 
Torah institutions, Chassidic rabbeim, Torah 
educators and lay leaders of the Orthodox 
Jewish community. 

An overflow crowd jammed into the Agu
dath Israel Center in Boro Park on Sunday, 
June 20th, to mark the Siyum of Seder Moed of 
the Talmud Yerushalmi, in an event spon
sored by the Vaad Mafitzei Daf Yomi of Agu
dath Israel of America. The celebration began 
with greetings from Rabbi Chaskel Besser, 
chairman of the Oaf Yomi Commission. 

Rabbi Elya Fischer, Rosh Kollel-Ger, deli
vered messages from Rabbi Yaakov Kame
netzky, member of the Moetzes Gedolei 
Ha Tor ah of Agudath Israel, and from the 
Gerer Rebbe who was the originator of the 
idea of a daily study program in Yerushalmi 

A boy of a family of 11 souls 
was hit by a truck. Shomer 
Shabbos driver was not in
sured. Boy lost speech, is in 
wheel chair, mother dep
ressed. Need is great. Kindly 
issue tax deductible check to 
Bikur Cholim Inc. and mail to: 

RABBI AVROHOM 
BLUMENKRANTZ 

814 Caffrey Ave. 
Far Rockaway, N.Y. 11691 

Are you going to Israel? 
Your visit to the Holy Land will have more meaning when you utilize 

the free touring information service available from 
Tourist Depadment 

Agudath Israel World Organizatfo11 
5 Rechov Shomre Hakosel (opposite Kikar Hacherut) 

Jerusalem, 02-223-357 
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as a companion to the daily study (Daf Yomi) 
of Talmud Bavli. Greetings were also read 
from the Bluzhever Rebbe, Rabbi Yisroel 
Spira, member of the Moetzes Gedolei HaTorah; 
Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, chairman of the 
Moetzes Gedolei HaTorah; and the Lubavitcher 
Rebbe. 

Also participating were Rabbi Shmuel Ber
enbaum, Rosh Yeshiva of Mir, Brooklyn (pic
tured above) who delivered a major address; 
Rabbi Shmuel Wozner, the Rav of Zichron 
Meir in Bnei Brak; Rabbi Yisroel Y. Piekarski, 
Rav in Rego Park and Rosh Yeshiva of Luba
vitch; and Rabbi Yisroel Hager, son of the 
Viznitzer Rebbe, and Rav in Bnei Brak. 

20-Step Success T eshuva 
Program (with Responsa) 

-$2.00 
A Practical Guide to the 

Laws of Sukkah (with 
Responsa of Rabbi Moshe 

Feinstein, N"t:i''?tu) 
PLUS a new 28 page section 

from the Rosh Ha Yeshiva 
N"t:i'7tu i 1'10 IiiE:lOiiii C'iiN':l 

by Rabbi Moshe Goldberger, 
Member of Kolle!, 

Yeshiva of Staten Island 
$3.00 P.P. 
Write to: 

Yeshiva S.B. Fund 
Box 82 

Staten Island, N.Y. 10309 
Also available: 

Practical Guide to the 
Mitzvah of Bitochon 

(with Responsa)-$2.00 

18 Steps to Success 
on Pirkei Avos-$2.00 

Special-All four booklets $7.50 
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HebrewAcodemyofClevelond pub
rtshes over 50' Edueotionol Items for 
Hebrew Dnv Schools_ 

5,000 RUSSIAN IMMIGRANTS 
IN ISRAEL CIRCUMCIZED BY 

ORTHODOX AGENCY 

JEP MARKS TENTH ANNIVER
SARY WITH EXPANSION OF 

BOOK SERIES 

~~ "', 

~-=-~ 
I '>•~11 w-rn 'l'1~ ni.l!n 

.,;-.~. ";:,. 

_otofog sent upon requesf, 
Send $1,00 for handling to: 

HEBREW ACADEMY 
PUBLICATIONS DEPT. 

1660 5ourh Taylor Rct 
Oevelond Heights, Ohio 44118 

THE KASHRUS NEWSLETTER 
Your Source 

For Kashrus Information 

$7 .50/1 year, $13/2 years 
$10/1 year; $15/2 years($ U.S.) Canada 
$15/1 year; $28/2 years($ U.S.) Canada 

Write: 
Yeshiva Birkes Reuven 
Kashrus Department 

4911-16th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11204 

. 

Over 5,000 Jewish immigrants from Soviet 
Russia, who arrived in the past ten years in 
Israel were circumcized through the Russian 
Immigrant Rescue Fund, it was announced 
by Mr. Max Berg, chairman. Included in this 
roster were occasional three generation fa
milies-father, son, and grandson-who were 
not able to be circumcized while in Russia. 

According to the Israeli chairman of the 
Russian Immigrant Rescue Fund, Mr. Meier 
David Lewenstein, a prominent Tel Aviv 
industrialist, a special department within the 
agency, headed by Rabbi Aaron Chazan, is 
active in organizing these circumcisions for 
Russian immigrants in every part of the Holy 
Land. He pointed out that "entering into the 
covenant of Abraham" is a moving expe
rience for the Jewish immigrants, many of 
whom had to wait for years until their arrival 
in Israel to fulfill this major Jewish religious 
observance. 

Mr. Lewenstein also praised the efforts of 
the volunteer activists of the Russian Immi
grant Rescue Fund in Israel, for the success
ful manner in which they distributed "Kimche 
D'Pischah" to needy immigrant families and 
organized community sedorim in Russian 
immigrant centers. Each seder was well at
tended in more than ZS locations throughout 
Israel. 

The American office of the Russian Immi
grant Rescue Fund is located at 5 Beekman 
Street, New York City 10036. It was founded 
at a national convention of Agudath Israel of 
America. 

The Jewish Education Program (JEP), the 
reach-out devision of Agudath Israel of Ame
rica, is marking its 10th anniversary with the 
expansion of a book series designed to attract 
alienated youth to authentic Judaism. Accord
ing to Rabbi Mordechai Katz, JEP's director, 
more than 1,100 youngsters were placed in 
yeshivas during the last decade with thou
sands more coming into contact with various 
aspects of Yiddishkeit. 

In its latest effort, JEP released the fourth 
volume of its Rothman Foundation Series, 
Menucha V'simcha, which deals with funda
mental topics in Judaism. The first volume 
which appeared in 1978 was Lilmod Ul'lamed, 
by Rabbi Katz. The book presents concise 
summaries of all the weekly Tor ah sedrahs 
and assorted stories, parables and quotes 
from the Chazal on each parsha. Two addi
tional volumes, Lishmor V'laasos, a guide to 
basic principles of Jewish law, and Men.ucha 
V'simcha, a guide to basic laws and themes of 
Shahbos and Yorn Tov, focus on complex issues 
in Jewish law. Included are such topics as 
prayer, blessing, tallis and tefilin, and kashrul. 
Lehovin Ul'haskil-Questions and Answers on 
Judaism, by Rabbi Eliezer Gevirtz, poses and 
replies to 36 basic philosophical queries that 
Jews of all eras have considered. Sections deal 
with the Jewish people's role in the world, 
anti-Semitism, the rationale behind Jewish 
laws, the position of Jewish women in Juda
ism and other fundamental issues of concern 
to Jews. 

Have you ever had moments of depression? 
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Would you like to know what our Torah 
has to say about fighting the blues? 

Now you can buy 90-minute tapes that 
can have tremendous impact on your daily life. 

"Serve With Joy" 
How to Fight Depression 

by 
Rabbi Reuven Biala 

author of 
Time for Torah 

The following tapes by Rabbi Biala are also available: 
• Tor ah and Your Memory 
• How to Remember What You Learned 
• Time Management 
• How to Organh:e Your time and Your Life 

(Haskomos from Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan and 
Rabbi Chaim Schmel.czer-Dean of Telshe-Chicago 

Fm your tape, please send $6.oo to: 
Rabbi Reuven Biala 

4958 N, Spaulding, Chicago, Illinois 60625 

Exclusive Caterers at the Elegant 

COTILLION TERRACE 
7307 18th Avenue, 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Open Chupa-Glatt Kosher 

Accommodations Up To 700 Persons 
We also cater for all ·your s1mchas 

Bns. K1ddushes. $1-)eva Brocnas- e1c 
al horne. synagogue or the hail of your cnoice 

CALL MR, GREENFIELD 853·0700 
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POPULAR MISHNA YOS CONTEST A HUGE SUCCESS IN MIDWEST 
chem Pfeiffer, Eli Gluck and Avrohom Ellis. Chicago-The popular national Mishnayos 

B'al Peh (by heart) Contest in which youngs
ters memorize more than 80,000 Mishnayos 
by heart each year culminated in this city 
with a huge celebration in a program spon
sored by Pirchei Agudath Israel of America. 
More than 200 youngsters from Cleveland, 
Detroit, Milwaukee and Cincinnati joined 
Agudist youth members from Chicago in 
marking the siyum of the Mishnayos By 

As the host for this siyum, Pirchei Agudath 
Israel of Chicago marked its 18th year of 
activity in the city. The center of activities 
was in the Telshe Yeshiva in Chicago. 

At each of the meals they heard divrei Torah 
from Roshei HaYeshiva including Rabbi 
Chaim Schm'eltzer and Rabbi Chaim Dov 
Keller, of Telshe-Chicago. The leadership of 
Pirchei Agudath Israel in Chicago, include 
Rabbis Nochum Stein, Moshe Kahn, Mena-

The highlight of the weekend was the 
Melave Malke celebrating the siyum of the 
Mishnayos. Rabbi Joshua Silbermintz, the 
national director of Pirchei Agudath Israel of 
America, spoke, with Rabbi Avrohom Chaim 
Levine, Rosh Yeshiva of Telshe, delivering 
the main address. The finalists, Elchonon 
Grunwald and Yaakov Blumenfeld of Cleve
land, received their awards. 

Heart Contest. 

Plead the over 1000 families in 
Israel receiving constant support 
and many more receiving special 
crisis aid. 

Monthly Grants 
Medical & Elderly Aid 

Special Holiday Grants 
Central Synagogue 

Widow & Orphans Support 
Free Loans 

Student & Kole! Stipends 
Chevra Mishnayos 

Yeshiva Heichal RaMBaHn 
Kolel Housing Network 

Hachnosas Kallah 
Keren Kayemes 

t1ln ~v:i i'Ntl '!li np'T~ 1ltln~ 'U'Tli' :iln 
'1'!1 ~!>!l Vi''lll!:>M t1'l!>M~l lli')I "l)I )''T!> Np'i)ltlN ~~l!> 

"American Jews must give Kolel America first priority as for 
their own needy." 

Rabbi Moshe Feinstein Rabbi Yaacov Kamenetsky Rabbi Shneur Kotler 
Rabbi S. Moshe Kalmanowitz Rabbi Mordechai Gifter 

SEND YOUR HIGH HOUDAY DONATION TODAY! 
-----------------------------------------

Here is my Emergency High Holiday donation for the needy in Israel (as checked): 

D $500. D $250. D $120. 
A Family An Orphan A Widow 

D $50. 
A Child 

0 Please send me a FREE Rosh 
Hashanah "Food For Life" guide (or call 
(212) 871-4711 for your guide). 

KOLEL AMERICA 
The American Charity Of 

RABBI MEIR BAAL HANESS 
132 Nassau Street• New York, N.Y. I 0038 

D $36. 
The Elderly 

D $25. 
A Student 

D $18. D $ ....... __ _ 
Chai ForUfe Elery Donation Helps 

D Send Me A Kolel America Charity Pushka 

Na!T!e ~--------------------
Address 

City------------------

State------- Zip 
Donations to Kolel America are tax exempt. 

---------------------------------------------
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MESIFTA OF 
THE YESHIVA 
OF BROOKLYN 

Praised by 
Gedolei Y isroel 

1206-10 OCEAN PARKWAY 
Entrance Examinations 

for 5742-3 

Excellent Rebbeim, very good 
English Department, small 
classes, Afternoon Shiurim 
in B'kius, dormitory (home
like atmosphere). 
Scholarships available. 
Emphasis placed on Midos T ovos. 

375-2652 
for Mesifta telephone calls 

••• 
Please Note: 
Registration is still open in a num
ber of grades from Kindergarten 
through high school, in both the 
boys' and the girls' division. For 
more information, call: 

276-3775 

THE WORLD FAMOUS 
DIGEST OF MEFORSHIM 

"toip'i 1Ji~ "toip'i 
'i"~i iV?i7K 7Kiow 'i i";i;i;-io 

Available at 

LEKUTEI INC., c/o I. Rosenberg 
10 West 47th Street, Room 702 

New York, N.Y. 10036 
(212) 719-1717 

20 Volumes on Torah, Perek, 
Medrash, Megilos and Talmud. 

Proceeds of sales distributed among 
Yeshivos and used for reprinting 

of volumes out-of~print 
PRICE $7.50 PER VOLUME 

Come To 

OAF YOMI SIYUM HASHAS AT 
MADISON SQUARE GARDEN 

NOVEMBER 14TH 
Plans are being set in motion for one of the 

largest Torah study gatherings in memory 
when students of the unique Oaf Yomi pro
gram conclude their eighth cycle this fall, it 
was announced by Rabbi Chaskel Besser, 
chairman of the Oaf Yomi Commission of 
Agudath Israel of America. Thousands of 
Jews are expected to join some of the nation's 
leading Torah authorities at celebrations 
which will be held at Madison Square Gar
den's Felt Forum on Sunday afternoon, Nov
ember 14th at 2 P.M. 

According to Rabbi Besser, the size of the 
event will be significantly larger than the 
rally that marked to completion of the sev
enth cycle seven years ago. He said that this 
was mainly as a result of the many thousands 
of new participants in the unique folio-a-day 
study program of the Talmud. The concept 
was first conceived at a Knessia Gedolah 
(World Congress) of Agudath Israel in 1929 
by the late venerable head of the Yeshiva 
Chachmei Lublin, Rabbi Meir Shapiro, who 
sought to unify Jews worldwide through this 
program and at the same time increase Tor ah 
study amongst all segments of the Orthodox 
Jewish population. 

The Oaf Yomi Commission of Agudath 
Israel has actively assisted the participants of 
the program by organizing shiurim, issuing 
calendars of the program and publishing 
pocket size Gemoras for the convenience of 
participants of the Oaf Yomi Program. The 
growth of the popularity of this program in 
America has been dramatic; study groups 
meet all over the country in the pre-dawn 
hours as well as in the evening or during the 
lunch hour. Some participants study their 
daily portion through tapes, and others by 
telephone hookups. In fact, the Daf Yomi has 
become so popular that in many areas almost 
every shul has a Oaf Yomi program. 

The Madison Square Garden event will 
serve to underscore the success of the pro
gram and also to encourage those who have 
not as yet joined to participate in this fulfilling 
life experience. The Commission has now 
been meeting regularly to plan this event and 
further updates on the exact program are 
expected to be forthcoming shortly. 

Formerly Kosher King 

Whitehead Hall Brooklyn Colle e 

-

AGUDAH LEADERS HEAR 
ENCOURAGING REPORT 

FROM M.K. HALPERT 

A report on the recent developments sur
rounding Israel's battle to free itself from the 
scourge of terrorism, as well as about the 
hope that Prime Minister Begin will fulfill his 
agreement with Agudath Israel on basic reli
gious issues, was rendered by Rabbi Shmuel 
Halpert, Agudist Knesset deputy, to a joint 
meeting in mid-June, of the American mem
bers of the Executive of the Agudath Israel 
World Organization and of the Administra
tive Council of Agudath Israel of America . 
Knesset-Member Halpert, who was in this 
country for a few days before rushing back to 
his duties in the Knesset. He spoke before a 
SRO capacity audience at Agudath Israel's 
main conference room at 5 Beekman Street 
in New York City at a meeting presided over 
by Rabbi Moshe Sherer, chairman of the 
Agudath Israel World Organization and the 
president of its American movement. 

Dr. Isaac Lewin, presidium-member of the 
Agudath Israel World Organization, also ex
tended greetings to M.K. Rabbi Shmuel Hal
pert, pointing to his accomplishments in 
Israel despite his being the youngest member 
of the Agudist Knesset delegation. In his 
report, M.K. Halpert dwelled on the basic 
accomplishments for Torah and religious life 
of the Agudist Knesset delegation and des
cribed its determination to continue fighting 
for the full implementation of the organiza
tion's coalition agreement with Prime Minis
ter Begin. 

The second half of the combined meeting 
related to the discreet rescue activities con
ducted by the Hatzalah CommisSion of the 
Agudath Israel World Organization, of which 
Mr. Mordechai Neustadt is chairman. 
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Cope Vocational Institute 
will offer its 600 hour 

Computer Programming 
Course 

including Intro/Basic/Cobol/JCL/BAL 
in the following sessions this fall 

1) Monday-Thursday - 15 weeks 
9:00-5:30 - 5 Beekman Street 

Friday 9:00-1:00 
2) Sunday 9:30-3:30 - 9 months 

Monday & Wednesday - 5 Beekman Street 
I Eves. 6:00-10:00 & Boro Park 
13) Monday-Thursday9:30-2:00 - 7 months 

Call now and make an appointment for free aptitude testing-587-9259 

ACCTedi<ed by AI CS 
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Order now, 
and save 
up to $32! 

We're making a special money-saving offer to our friends: Due to sky-rocketing production 
costs, the single copy price of The Jewish Observer will be increased to $2 as of October 1, 
1982. The new subscription fee will be: 
One year-10 issues (a $20 value) will cost only $15 (old price: $12). 
Two years-20 issues {a $40 value) will cost only $27 {old price: $21). 
Three years-30 issues (a $60 value) will cost only $36 (old price: $28). 

Old Friends, who are already subscribers: 
Save $32 by extending your subscription for three years before September 10 (pay only 
$28.00 instead of $36.00 for a $60.00 value!) 

New Friends, who are not yet subscribers: 
Order a new subscription for yourself-or as a gift to a friend-before October 1 at the old 
price; save yourself from $8.00 to as much as $32 on the single-issue price! 

Don't delay. Use the handy coupon below. 

An additional bonus to all friends, old and new, who subscribe NOW for three years: Five 
vintage copies of The Jewish Observer from our files of nineteen years of publishing, 
selected at random, will be mailed to you absolutely free upon receipt of your check for 
your extension or new subscription for three years. 

THE JEWISH OBSER VER/S Beekman Street/New York, NY 10038 

-------------------------------------------Gentlemen: 

Yes, I want to save on 
D my three year extension. Enclosed please find a check for $28.00. 
D my new subscription. Enclosed please find or $ _______ y·ears. 
D Send me 5 free vintage copies of The Jewish Observer. 

Name: 

Address: 

City, State, Zip: ____________ _ 

D This is a gift. Please enclose a card from: 

Israel and Great Britain (air freight) $20 per year 
D Payment Enclosed 
D Charge my credit card: D Master card D Visa 

Account No. DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD 

Mail vintage copies to: 

Name: 

Address: ---------------
City, State, Zip: ____________ _ 

Expiration date DD (month) DD (year) Signature ____________ _ 
We are sorry, but due to high bank charges, all payments must be made in US dollars, drawn 
on a US bank. 


