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Remembering Reb Shneur Kotler 
n.:Ji:l 7 P"~ i.:Ji 

Yaakov Yosef Reinman 

That Horav Hagaon Reh Shneur Kotler 'i'~T was a man of unusual humility, 
compassion, and consideration . . . in possession of vast Torah knowledge . . . a person 
who felt the weight of Kial Yisroel's problems on his shoulders-this was universally 
recogniud. The wounds of his untimely passing last summer are too fresh, however, 
to permit us to fully appreciate Reh Shneur's greatness. Perhaps when the passage of 
time has dulled some of the pain and affords us a historical perspective of his 
achievements, such an assessment will be possible. For the meantime, we present the 
impressions of the late Rosh Ha Yeshiva of Bais Medrash Govoha as recorded by a 
talmid, Y aakov Yosef Rein man. 
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I. The Rosh Hayeshiva 

The roots of Reb Shneur's greatness and his role as a 
leader in Kial Yisroel reach back to the earlier generations 
of his illustrious family. He was born in 1918, to Reb 
Aharon Kotler in Slutzk, Poland, where his maternal 
grandfather, Reb lsser Zalman Meltzer, was Rosh 
Yeshiva and Rav. He spent his early childhood in Kletzk 
where Reb Aharon had become Rosh Yeshiva in 1921, 
and he later studied under Reb Baruch Ber Leibovitz in 
Kamenitz. In 1940, Reb Shneur joined his grandfather 
in Yerushalayim. It was there, as head of the Yeshiva 
Eitz Chaim, that Reb Isser Zalman introduced the 
Lithuanian system of analytic Talmud study to the Holy 
Land. Reb Shneur spent many years learning under his 
tutelage, becoming a leading disciple, and developed a 
very close personal relationship with him. People who 
knew them remarked on the striking similarity between 
their personalities and characters. While in Eretz Yisroel 
Reb Shneur also attended the shiurim of the Brisker Rav: 
Rabbi Yitzchok Zev (Reb Velvel) Soloveitchik, the 
shmuessen of Reb Izak Sher and Reb Chazkel Sarna in the 
Chevron Yeshiva, and had close contact with many 
other leading Torah figures, including the old Gerer 
Rebbe, who is said to have remarked about him, "This 
bachur is worth his weight in gold!" 

Incidentally, his years in Eretz Yisroel gave him a strong 
sensitivity to the problems and attitude of the people of 
the land, which in turn contributed to his success in his 
later role as a leader of international scope. 

In 194 7, Reb Shneur came to America to be with his 
father, Reb Aharon, who had founded Bais Medrash 
Govoha in Lakewood in 1943. 

Rabbi Isser Zalmen Meltzer, 7"l:t. Rabbi Aharon Kotler, 7"l:f. 

The awesome greatness of Reb Aharon is well
known to all. He was a fiery presence in the mid-20th 
century, and left an indelible mark on the international 
Jewish community that may well affect the lives of our 
people for generations to come. He was a gadol hador in 

Rabbi Yaakov Yosef Reinman, a talmid of Bais Medrash Govoha for the 
past 16 years, is /he author of Shufra Dishlara, a comprehensive analysis of 
Talmudic contractual law, and the translator of the soon-to-be published English 
langutige edition of the inspiration classic Menoras Hamaor. 
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tzidkus as well as in Torah (as the Satmar Rav?'~! said at 
his leviah). 

When Reb Aharon came to America, he found a Jew
ish society drifting away from the mainstream that had 
marked Jewish life in Europe. Devotion to Torah and 
mitzvos, the hallmark of Jewish continuity throughout 
history, was waning. The concept of universal study of 
Torah as the fundamental activity of Jewish people was 
more a memory than a thriving reality. 

Undaunted, Reb Aharon set out to build a yeshiva in 
the original European form. He had escaped the des
truction of European Jewry and brought with him the 
seeds of Torah study at the highest level-the ambition 
to strive for greatness in Torah, the concept of Kavod 
HaTorah (the glory of Torah), the all-encompassing 
nature of Torah-and replanted them in America. He 
did not lower his standards to adapt to the American 
bachur; he demanded that the American bachuY measure 
up to his high standards. His shiurim were the same as he 
had said for his talmidim in Kletzk. The demands for 
achievement he made of them were the same as he had 
demanded of his ta/ midim in Kletzk. And they responded. 
To the amazement of skeptics, he produced talmidei 
chachomim of excellence who were later to form the van
guard of a rejuvenating force for American Jewish 
society. 

Reb Aharon battled for the acceptance of the idea of 
Kolle!. He felt that the focus of the life of every Jew 
should be the study of the Torah; earning a living was 
but a necessity. Only by learning in Kollelcould a young 
man develop this perspective. When necessity would 
force him out of the yeshiva into the world at large, he 
would be well-armed. 

Passing the Torch 

When Reb Aharon passed away in 1962, the heavy 
mantle of leadership fell on the shoulders of his only 
son, Reb Shneur, who was but forty-four at the time. 

Only a small group of people were present when-during 
the week of shiva-the lay leadmhip of Bais Medrash Gov
oha entered the room where the late Rosh Yeshiva's family was 
sitting, and proclaimed, "Yechi Hamelech' !Long live the 
King!! Maze/ Tov'" 

Reb Shneur broke into incontrollable sobbing-surely for 
the freshly felt grief that he was experiencing; in addition, no 
doubt, for f he terrible sense of inadequacy anyone might feel in 
being expected to fill the awesome gap left by so great a spiritual 
giant as Reh Aharon-anyone, but especially a person so 
self-effacing as Reb Shneur. 

When Reb Shneur took over the yeshiva, he found a 
world that was ripe for Torah expansion. The Torah 
World needed someone willing and able to devote tre
mendous energy and talent to accomplish that goal, 
someone with broad vision and relentless drive. Above 
all, it needed a leader who would himself be a symbol of 
the elevating power of the Torah, a man to whom 
people could relate on a personal level. With time, Reb 

5 

I 



Shneur proved himself eminently suited to the task. 
In his convictions and aspirations, Reh Shneur was 

the same as his great father. He, too, was steeped in the 
long chain of mesorah and struggled to preserve it in its 
original form. He, too, believed that all people possessed 
a measure of greatness, and he too urged them to live up 
to it. And in matters of principle, he was like Reb 
Aharon-outspoken and unyielding. But in style and 
personality they were very different. Reb. Aharon was a 
challenger; Reb Shneur, a conciliator. Reb Aharon was 
fire; Reb Shneur was velvet. 

Eclipsed Greatness 

The genius of Talmudic analysis, Rabbi Chaim Solo
veitchik of Brisk, once commented that the Chafetz 
Chaim's greatness as a tzaddik was so dazzling that it 
blinded people to his greatness as a ta/mid chacham. The 
same could be said of Reb Shneur as a man whose 
seemingly limitless Ahavas Yisroel inspired so great an 
outpouring of love from others, that at times it seemed 
to overshadow his awesome standing as a talmid chacham. 
Those who spoke to him, however, could not but be 
overwhelmed by the encyclopedic scope of his know
ledge. Indeed, there was practically no sugya (topic) in 
Shas with which he was not intimately familiar, on 
which he could not quote Rishonim and Acharonim from 
memory on the spot. His shiurim were wide-ranging and 
finely conceptual. His command of Tanach, Aggada, 
Midrash, and maamorei Chazal was breathtaking: Quot
ing obscure Midrashim verbatim, citing the precise pasuk 
or Chazal for every occasion, even serving as a resource 
for his father, Reb Aharon 7"lT, when he was searching 
for the elusive passage or quote. While he delivered his 
shmuessen in the yeshiva, one could almost see his mind at 
work as he developed his basic theme, supporting it 
with new proofs and applications as he spoke. He drew 
on his vast knowledge and, with his originality, trans
lated it into a panoramic vision of recognition of the 
Creator's design for the world and the role of the indi
vidual in it. 

Growth of Bais Medrash Govoha 

At the time he became Rosh Yeshiva, Bais Medrash 
Govoha was relatively small by today's standards. 
There were barely one hundred bachurim in the yeshiva, 
and some thirty five young men in the Kolle!. Under his 
direction, the yeshiva went through a period of spectac
ular expansion. Approximately twenty years later, 
when he passed away, the yeshiva had close to one 
thousand lalmidim-about half of them in the Kolle!, and 
virtually all of them mature bnei Torah over the age of 
twenty. 

Under Reb Shneur, Bais Medrash Govoha developed 
into more than just a yeshiva. It became a center of 
learning such as the world perhaps has not known since 
the days of the yeshiva in Pumbadissa in Bavel; true to 

6 

its name, it became an" exalted house of study." Besides 
the main Mesechla that the yeshiva studies, the yeshiva 
encompassed many chaburos (study groups) concentrat
ing on other areas across the entire spectrum of Shas 
(the entire Talmud) and Shulchan Aruch (Codes)-some 
of these chaburos containing as many as one hundred 
members, yeshivas within the yeshiva ... each of these 
chaburos usually having at least several exceptional talmi
dei chachamim in its ranks. Lakewood became a world of 
opportunity for the industrious ta/mid . .. a place where 
he could find literally hundreds of talmidei chachamim, 
baalei havana (men of depth), and baalei halacha (applied 
Torah law), with whom he could discuss any subject, 
and who might possibly even take him as a chavrusa 
(study partner) ... where he could move from yeshiva 
to yeshiva, within the same walls, to develop himself in 
every seder of Shas and in halacha lema'aseh ... where he 
could find bnei Torah who came together from every 
continent. ; . where he could feel the very heartbeat of 
the Torah as it pumps vitality to the centers of the 
world .... 

Reb Shneur accomplished this incredible feat by run
ning the yeshiva with an extremely delicate touch in 
dealing with others, using his gifts of mind and heart. 

Reb Shneur treated every ta/mid as an adult and 
expected him to perform as such. Reb Shneur spoke to 
each young bachur with the same derech erelz and defer
ence that he would show to a venerable gadol. He never 
called anyone by his first name without prefixing it with 
"Reb." He never made any personal demands on a talmid, 
for he was there for the sole purpose of giving to the 
ta/mid. 

Entering the bais midrash with 400 people present lo 
deliver a shiur or shmuess, Reb Shneur would quickly scan the 
entire assemblage, and then begin. Liter, he would buttonhole 
a ta/mid to discuss a point in the shiur, or call over another 
ta/mid who he felt should have been present but wasn·t. In that 
momentary glance upon entry, he could ''roll-call" the entire 
assemblage and file away the data for subsequent use. He faced 
a vast crowd and saw individuals. 

The Burden 

The yeshiva's growth brought with it a tremendous 
increase in Reh Shneur's burden. Besides saying shiurim, 
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speaking in learning with an increasing number of talmi
dim, and dealing with them on a one-to-one basis, the 
financial load became staggering. Reb Shneur worked 
tirelessly with the administration and lay leadership to 
raise money for the ever-growing operating budget of 
the ever-expanding yeshiva, while completing the build
ing of a beautiful beis midrash, dormitories, and dining 
room building. 

During these past ten years, Lakewood experienced a 
new phenomenon: T almidim leaving the yeshiva for bus
iness or the professions had developed so strong a bond 
with the yeshiva that they purchased homes and settled 
near the yeshiva, forming a satellite community in 
Lakewood of over one hundred families. Because of 
these families and the older members of the Kolle!, the 
Lakewood Cheder-the boys' school and the girls' 
school-emerged, with a combined enrollment of over 
seven hundred children. Reb Shneur devoted a great 
deal of attention to guiding this community, and to 
overseeing the Cheder, its curriculum, its policies, and its 
internal problems, spending many a sleepless night 
struggling with its problems. 

II. Man of Kial Yisroel 

Rabbi Yechezkiel Abramsky 7"1t, known for his Chazon 
Yechezkiel commentary on Tosefta, had been a Rav in Russia, 
and later in London, and was described by many as the 
prototype Rav, whose imposing presence was such that he 
inspired awe in all who came in contact with him. 

In his later years, when living in the Bayit Vegan section of 
Yerushalayim-and, incidentally, no less imposing-he told 
a visitor, "Don't compare me to Reh Aharon Kotler. I'm busy 
with my writings on Tosefta, my shiurim, and an occasional 
meeting for Chinuch Alzmai and the like-but that's ii. Reh 
Aharon carries all of Klal Yisroel on his shoulders." 

At Reh Shneur's leviah, Rabbi Yaakov Kaminetzky 
K"~'7tt', cited Elisha's lament for his mentor, Eliyahu 
Hanavi: "My father, my father, chariot of Israel!" 

"How awkward for me to use these words about Reb 
Shneur," said Reh Yaakov, "when I was al the Bar Milzva of 
his father, Reb Aharon, who was my junior in years. Yet the 
expression is most appropriate. Reb Shneur was father and 
mother not only to the Yeshiva in Lakewood, he also can ied on 
his shoulders the burdens of Kial Yisroel! . .. He left worthy 
successors to fill his role in Bais Medrash Govoha, but who 
can replace him in regard to Kial Yisroel?" 

The Jewish Obseroer!Oclobrr, 1982 

Indeed, Reb Shneur did follow in the footsteps of his 
father with time and assumed a leading role in major 
Torah-disseminating organizations all over the world. 
Reb Aharon did not concentrate exclusively on his own 
yeshiva, but felt personally responsible for all of Kial 
Yisroel and the proliferation of Torah all over the world. 
He was a life-force in Vaad Hatzalah, a world leader of 
Agudath Israel, at the helm of Torah Umesorah, a 
founder of Chinuch Atzmai, and he was deeply involved 
in many other projects and organizations. 

Like his father before him, Reb Shneur was driven by 
a boundless sense of responsibility for the furtherance 
of Torah everywhere. Using the Yeshiva as a base, he 
spread Torah in countless communities: He was in
strumental in establishing yeshivos and kollelim in cities 
across the continent, and beyond-even as far away as 
Melbourne, Australia-with Bais Medrash Govoha 
providing Roshei Yeshiva, magiddei shiur, and even a 
nucleus of talmidim for struggling new institutions. He 
helped set up the organizations, develop community 
backing, and inspire support by personally meeting with 
key people-all over the world. 

If any yeshiva anywhere, from Argentina to Israel, 
was in trouble or needed help, he was ready to contrib
ute with the same dedication and energy that he 
devoted to the welfare of his own yeshiva, thinking 
nothing of flying across the country for a day or two to 
iron out difficulties or to raise funds. 

Rabbi Baruch Sorotzkin, Rabbi Shneur Kotler, and Rabbi Gedalya Schorr 
;,Ji:l'i CJiiJt, at a national convention of Agudath Israel of America. 

Reb Shneur's Kial activity carried a unique imprint all 
his own. Everything he did seemed to reverberate with 
a profound love-a special love for every individual Jew, 
which combined to form an intense love for all of Kial 
Yisroel-a love that expressed itself in terms of a deep

.felt feeling ofachrayus (responsibility). Indeed, he always 
kept his sights raised beyond his own yeshiva. In one of 
his last letters, he writes that whenever he spoke at a 
fund-raising affair for the yeshiva he never mentioned 
Bais Medrash Govoha; he spoke only of the greatness 
and importance of Torah as a concept. 

Like his grandfather and his father before him, Reb 
Shneur was a leading figure in the international Agu
dath Israel movement; he served on both the presidium 
of Agudath Israel of America and, as of late, on the 
Moelzes Gedolei HaTorah (Council of Torah Sages) in 
America-involved in both the practical, day-to-day 
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concerns of the movement as well as in its broader 
policy-making board. In addition, he was active in the 
leadership of Torah Umesorah, and Chinuch Atzmai. 

Reb Shneur saw Agudath Israel as the primary vehi
cle for carrying out his responsibilities for Kial Yisroel as a 
whole: 

D In 1971, when reports reached America that Soviet 
Jews were being permitted to emigrate to Eretz Yisroel, 
Reb Shneur called the national offices of Agudath Israel 
of America, urging that the topic of helping them be put 
on the agenda of the annual convention. A short time 
later, Reb Shneur called again: "A meeting should also 
be convened in New York." As usual, Reb Shneur 
begged, urged and demanded action-stressing the his
torical dimensions of what was happening-and volun
teered his own time and effort .... 

He did the same again when Soviet Jews began to 
come to these shores, carrying a major part of the 
burden of the Be'er Hagolah Institute for Russian 
children. 

At the Bt'er Hagolah dinner, with Rabbi Avrohom Pam, Rabbi Moshe Teitel
baum (Satmar Rav), and Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetz.ky, t<"'O~?w. 

D When Iranian students came to America in large 
numbers, to escape the hazards of Khomeini's gov
ernment, a group of Roshei Yeshiva and community 
leaders met at the Agudath Israel national offices to plan 
to meet their needs. Recalls one of the participants: "We 
spent hours trying to determine how each individual 
school or community could deal with respective aspects 
of the problem. Then Reb Shneur spoke up, painting in 
broad brush strokes the needs for large scale action: 'We 
must plan on a community-wide basis, engage rabbis 
and teachers familiar with the halachic traditions and 
minhagim of this group .... ' 

"It all sounded so abstract and quixotic, but as we look 
around and see what has happened since, Reb Shneur's 
words were truly visionary." 
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Rosh Hashana, 5 7 43: The incredibly crowded study hall of 
Bais Medrash Govoha is silent. Everyone is on his feet 
waiting for the tekios to begin ... hearing the silence, a silence 
deepened by the absence of Reb Shneur's annual pre-tekios 
address-truly a fever-pitched plea lo be concerned over the 
needs of Kia! Yisroel and lo beseech G-d lo answer these needs: 
Torah education in Eretz Yisroel ... military security of the 
beleaguered country . .. Soviely Jewry . .. Iranian Jewry . .. 
alienated Jewish youth joining cults ... South American 
Jewry . .. the well-being of the diminishing number of Torah 
scholars . ... These problems were a tangible presence in the 
Bais Hamidrash, which fairly throbbed with the Rosh Yeshi
va's urgent concern. His words reverberated as words emanat-

ing from a man with a burning mission in life who felt 
compelled lo enlist others in his undertakings. That's how it 
had been for some fifteen Rosh Hashanas. But this year, his 
voice is stilled and silence fills the crowded room. 

III. Gifts of the Heart 

Friday nigh/ in the Yeshiva: Hundreds of talmidim and 
visitors line up lo wish the Rosh Yeshiva a "Good Shabbos." 
As they file quickly by, Reb Shneur responds with a nod lo 
each "Good Shabbos" greeting, seeming to make a mental note 
of each greeter as he passes, projecting a warm smile, a Mazel 
Tov to a new father, quickly inquiring after everyone's wel
fare. Suddenly he pulls someone out of the line for a lengthy 
exchange and carries on a conversation with him, while 
continuing to acknowledge each greeting ... dealing with 
hundreds, as a mass and as distinct individuals. 

Reb Shneur had an uncanny knack for pinpointing a 
person's interests, needs, level of scholarship, and atten
tion span. In a friendly conversation, he would zero in 
on the best subject for a discussion and maintain the 
dialogue-for quite a while, at times, but never for too 
long. A halachic problem, a passage in Navi, historical 
insights, communal problems in a Midwest community, 
Israeli politics, progress in a shidduch-he knew the topic 
and often offered valuable insights, workable remedies 
and solutions, and words of comfort and encourage
ment. Of course, this ability reflected a keen intelli
gence; but more, it reflected gifts of the heart, a feeling 
of genuine love that the other person could feel. Reb 
Shneur seemed to identify with every Jew he met, put
ting himself in their place. 

After a yeshiva function in a New York City hotel, Reh 
Shneur stepped out to a waiting car. Opening the front door to 
enter he noticed five young people crowded on the back seal lo 
make room for him in the front. He stepped back and closed the 
door, refusing to enter: "There's no room." 

"Don't worry," he was assured, "they are managing very 
well." 

But the Rosh HaYeshiva was adamant. "They are not 

In conversation with Rabbi Elya Svei, t<"'O'?IQ. 
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lap-children," he insisted, "and we can't expect them to ride 
back to Lakewood in such discomfort. I'll get another ride." 

At Reh Shneur's urgent request, a real-estate broker met 
with him-to arrange a second mortgage on his home. It seems 
that Reh Shneur became aware of two parties undergoing 
extreme difficulties with their business, and he wanted to lend 
them $30,000 to tide them over their crisis, 

Even as a child of five, he would often forego supper, 
claiming that he wasn't hungry, if he felt that it would 
involve too much bother for his mother. 

Only The Other Person's Burden 

Several talmidim were accompanying Reh Shneur on a 
stroll in the warm spring sunshine. He had just returned from 
the hospital after undergoing surgery, and they were full of 
hope that he would recover. He grimaced in obvious pain with 
every step, but he spoke no/ a word about himself. He only 
inquired after their affairs. 

Passing the neighborhood shul, they came upon an elderly 
man sitting on a bench, who had also just come out of the 
hospital. Reb Shneur sat next lo him and-gently refusing lo 
discuss his own condition-encouraged the old man to speak 
about himself, The man sensed Reb Shneur's genuine concern 
and he opened up. As he spoke of his pains, his fears and 
anxieties, Reb Shneur hung on his every word, both men 
apparently deeply satisfied with the discussion. 

On the way back, Reb Shneur remarked lo one of the 
talmidim, "Baruch Hashem I was able to finish the letter you 
asked of me a few weeks ago. In my present condition, I could 
never write it properly." This was the only mention he made of 
his extreme discomfort. 

His dedication and sheer hard work were of unbeliev
able intensity. On a typical day he would arise early to 
learn before Shacharis. After Shacharis he would schedule 
personal meetings with talmidim which were often inter
rupted by a barrage of telephone calls from all over the 
world. The weekly shiur and periodic shuessen took time 
and effort, but he was forced to spend much of his time 
away from Lakewood. His involvement in the Yeshiva's 
affairs had him travel to New York almost daily for 
conferences, parlor meetings, and other fundraising 
functions, as did his other Kial obligations. Flying to 
other cities was almost a weekly necessity. In addition to 
these activities, however, he participated in countless 
simchas of talmidim or friends; he simply could not bring 
himself to refuse. He felt impelled to share their joy. 
Regardless of when he returned home-even in the 
middle of the night-he would sit down and learn until 
three o'clock in the morning-unbelievably, with inter
ruptions for Kial and Yeshiva affairs, even at that hour. 

To most of us, such a schedule is beyond conception: 
such energy, such stamina seem superhuman. The dif
ficulties of such a routine are much more than physical; 
the mental and emotional strain are even more taxing. 
An ordinary person would not have managed to main
tain such a schedule, but Reb Shneur was no ordinary 
person. He was completely given over to Kia! Yisroel; he 

The Jewish Observer/October, 1982 

had no personal life nor family life in the conventional 
sense. He elevated his family and imbued them with the 
same sense of mission that possessed him. His Rebbet
zin stood by his side with valor and dedication to match 
his own. He left behind him a home of Kedusha, unaf
fected by material values. 

At the wedding of a la/mid where Reb Shneur was the 
mesader Kedushin !officated), the chassan's family had a 
custom of paying the mesaderkedushin under the chupah, and 
then and there, the chassan's mother handed Reb Shneur a 
check for $100. When the cancelled check was later returned, 
endorsed by the yeshiva, she called Reb Shneur and told him, 
"The check was not for the yeshiva. ]I was for you personally." 

Reh Shneur replied, "Ach! lf only 1 had known, 1 would 
have given it fo Chinuch Afzmai. Its in such desperate need 
now!" 

Man of Peace 

Reb Shneur's ability to identify closely with others 
undoubtedly contributed to making him a "man of 
peace." It is to his credit that the yeshiva and the com
munity never experienced the type of dissension and 
squabbling that have affected other rapidly growing 
yeshivos and communities. When issues inevitably 
arose that provoked polarization, inflamed tempers, and 
seemed to call for decisive action, Reb Shneur did not 
assert his authority, even when it was indisputably his. 

9 



Rather, his first concern was, always, to defuse the 
situation and restore calm, then to discuss the problem 
in a rational atmosphere and to find a solution that 
provided both justice and harmony. 

Many times this process would frustrate the combat
ants because Reb Shneur seemed to be delaying a deci
sion needlessly. Often, this tactic was out of an aware
ness that he might cause someone pain that was 
avoidable. His motives were only guessed at later, at 
best. 

At the end of Yam Kippur, Reh Shneur made a practice of 
davening Maariv before the amud. Somehow it seemed 
appropriate to hear his sweet, warm voice raised in song to the 
Borei Olam al the start of the new slate. It made the kedusha of 
Ne'ila linger in the air even after the Aron Ha-kodesh had 
been closed. Reh Shneur, however, had reasons of his own: 
One year, he had told the shaliach tzibbur not lo wail for him 
to finish Maariv Shemone Es.rei because everyone was hungry 
and weak from the fast. The shaliach tzibbur, however, did 
wail. Reh Shneur then decided lo be the shaliach lzibbur 

Part of the crowd at the funeral in Brooklyn. 
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himself for Maariv, for whenever he davened before the amud 
he automatically finished more quickly. 

• Typically of his distaste for dissension at the last 
Knessia Gedolah of Agudath Israel in Yerushalayim, he 
spoke of the importance of avoiding lashon hara (slander), 
and the destructive forces it unleashes. He proposed 
that Jewish people all over the world learn a portion of 
Shemiras Halashon of the Chafetz Chaim every single 
day-a daf hayomi of sorts of self-improvement. 

•In the same vein, Reb Shneur used public platforms 
to plead for harmony among Jews. At the last National 
Convention of Agudath Israel of America that he 
attended, in November, 1981, he marked the occasion of 
his father's nineteenth Yahrzeit to call the people to a 
sense of responsibility for Kial, and to work together 
with harmony. 

• He sounded a similar note with unusual poignancy 
at his last public appearance-at the Agudath Israel 
Annual Dinner in May, 1982-where, in great pain 
from his terminal illness, he cited a Midrzsh that calls 
for Jewry to emulate malachim by being united in voice 
and mind in declaring Heavenly authority. 

• Again, at the last meeting of the Moe/us Gedolei 
Ha Torah which he attended weeks before his passing, he 
encouraged measures for preserving harmony within 
the organization at large. 

The Steel Frame 

Three years ago, Reb Shneur and his family were 
struck a crushing blow: his twenty-six year old son, 
Meir, who had just recently been married and had a 
small child, died an agonizing death. Reb Meir was a hen 
Torah to his very last fiber, a source of joy to all who 
knew him. He loved everyone and was beloved by every
one. Reb Shneurwas as close to him as a father can be to 
his son. When he died, Reb Shneur was devastated. And 
it was in his overwhelming grief that he showed the 
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steel that buttressed his soft exterior. 
In the chapel, before the leviah, he turned lo one of his 

talmidim who was working with Iranian youth that had fled 
Khomeni's Islamic Revolution. He said, "Don't think that 
during the shiva you won't be able fo consult with me and 
enlist my help. I want you to continue coming to me with every 
problem as if nothing had happened." 

During the shiva, every Rosh Yeshiva that came to be 
rnenacheim avel left persuaded to take some of these young men 
into his yeshiva. Personal grief did not interfere even slightly 
with the faithful execution of his responsibilities. 

At the Agudath Israel dinner with Rabbi Levi Krupenia (r.)and David Pitterman (I.) 

When he himself fell ill this past winter, this steel showed 
through once again. He drew on his last ounce of strength to 
contribute to the Klal Yisroel. He was literally carried to the 
yeshiva to deliver shiurim and shmuessen. He spoke to the 
yeshiva from his hospital bed by radio hookup and, his voice 
breaking, said that he felt as if everyone in the yeshiva was his 
hen yachid (cherished only child). 

The most recent meeting of the Moetzes Gedo lei Ha Torah 
was oririnally scheduled lo be held in his home, bu/ he refused 
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the honor. He would not hear of making the senior members 
/ravel lo Lakewood. Instead, perilously ill, he /raveled to New 
York. He had lo res/ every half hour or so, bu/ he parlicipa!ed 
constructively and creatively until the conclusion of the 
meeting. 

When the doc/or /old him that he had bu/ a few months lo 
live. he told the Rebbilzen on !he way out. "I have so much 
locked inside my head, seforim to be written, things fo accomp~ 
lish." He remarked Iha! ii was no! /he pain of his illness that 
concerned him bu/ how his condition would affect his ability lo 
help others. Among the various responsibilities he mentioned, 
he divulged that he had been secretly supporting eleven poor 
families. While of hers will step in to support the yeshiva in his 
absence, who would take care of these families? 

When waiting to enter surgery, he spent two hours making 
a cheshbon hanefesh (personal accounting!. He said lo the 
Rebbetzin, ''There is a person who insulted bnei Torah and I 
think I may have answered him a little too harshly. Please call 
him up and ask for his forgiveness." 

During his last days, he was lying in the hospital and 
groaning, Asked if he was in pain, he replied that he was, 
thinking of the casualties in Lebanon. 

The Source of His Strength 

Reb Shneur's rare inner strength brings to mind one 
of his own Torah commentaries: 

The pasuk !ells us Iha/ Hashem "appeared" lo Avraham in 
Elonei Mamrei. The Ohr Hachayim Hakadosh asks why 
this prophecy is expressed as "appeared," while all other 
prophecies to Avrohom-to leave the land of his fathers, to 
take his son Isaac to the Akeida, and so on-are expressed as 
"Hashem said to Avraham." 

Reh Shneur referred lo a pasuk in Iyov ( 42: 5 ): After Iyov's 
friends had come to argue with him and reconcile him to his 
afflicted slale, /he pasuk /ells us Iha/ G-d spoke directly lo Iyov 
from a storm-wind. And lyov answered, "L'shaima ozen 
shmaticha v' atah eini ra'ascha ... 1 had heard of You by ear, 
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but now my eyes have seen You. Therefore, I am remorseful 
and I have become consolved for the dust and ashes." Yet G-d's 
words to Iyov were essentially the same as what his friends 
previously had told him, which he had rejected. 

Reh Shneur explained that when a person's understanding 
is based on logic, he can never be totally satisfied; there is 
always a lingering doubt. But when he sees the same thing in 
actuality, empirically, all doubts are dispelled. No unans
wered question can affect his perception of what he has seen as 
the truth. This is implicit in Iyov's confession: As long as I 
knew all of this only by ear, I was not fully satisfied. Bui now 
that my eyes have seen the Shechina, all questions become 
meaningless, and I have become reconciled to my condition. 

When Hashem commanded Avraham to leave the land of 
his fathers, or to take his only son, Yitzchak, and sacrifice him 
al the Akeidah, this was a nisayon-a test. Had G-d appeared 
to Avraham to issue these commands, the imperative to listen 
would have been so obvious that there would have been no 
nisayon. Therefore, He only spoke to him. 

G-d's bikur cholim visit to Avraham, however, was not 
meant to be a nisayon. This type of divine encounter, comfort
ing him in his sickness, could be conveyed through "appear
ance," without compromising its purpose. 

* 

To a certain extent, Reb Shneur had aspects of this 
rare quality of "eini ra'asicha-my eyes have seen You." 
He lived on a different plane. His real world-the world 
that he occupied-was the world of ruchnius, spirituality, 
and it transcended the barriers of time; the past, the 
present, and the future were all immediate realities: The 
past was alive in his mind. When he spoke of what his 
father or other gedolim said or did, it was more than just a 
memory. They were in the room with him, vibrant and 
gloriously alive .... He had a total awareness of the 
present, and what had to be accomplished ... And he 
had a vision of the future, of a reinstated Malchus 
Shamayim-the Heavenly Kingdom on earth. It was a 
goal that sustained him and drove him throughout his 
life. His shmuessen rang with vision. 

When he davened, it was obvious that he saw himself 
standing before G-d, which inspired a keen awareness 
of his life goal. And so he had the strength to rise above 
his afflictions and continue with his holy work. 

Symphony of life 

On 3 Tammuz, 57 42, Reb Shneur went up to the 
yeshiva she/ ma' a/ah. Although the gravity of his condition 
was known, the world was stunned. All over the world 
people had been saying Tehillirn and fasted for his recov
ery. Somehow it was unthinkable that he should not 
recover. If only one percent of the people in his condition recovered, 
who else was more worthy of being included in that one percent? If 
those that recovered did so only through a miracle, who was more 
worthy of the miracle? But it was not to be. 

Tens of thousands of people gathered, unconsolable, 
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at his leviah, here and in Eretz Yisroel. The outpouring of 
genuine grief from every diverse segment of the inter
national Jewish community was a tribute to how uni
versally respected and loved he had been. 

Reb Shneur was a poet; everything he wrote or spoke 
had a lyric, poignant quality. He loved music and song, 
but the most beautiful poem and the most magnificent 
music he composed was his own life. Every day of his life 
was an elegan~ verse, every deed an exquisite turn of 
phrase. Every smile was a lilting melody, every word an 
enchanting note. His accomplishments have left us a 
better world. His image will linger in our minds, an 
inspiration and a challenge. 

'"" 

Af a Siyum Sefer Torah for the Sephardi Kole/ in Deal, New Jersey. 
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The Old Hostility 

The attitude of the Orthodox Jewish community 
toward the field of psychology has altered substantially 
during the past decade. Prior to this period, considerable 
hostility was in evidence against psychological theory 
and its practitioners. This antagonism was due in great 
measure to the fact that the preeminent figure in psy
chiatric psychology, Sigmund Freud, was a virulent foe 
to all religious beliefs. Freud had been totally captivated 
by Darwin's theory of evolution, and he viewed man as 
signifying nothing more than another stage in mammal
ian development. Certainly man had no soul, Freud 
professed, and no free will. His behavior was motivated 
by instinctual desires which were constrained by exter
nal factors in the environment. On the basis of this 
model of man's fundamental nature, Freud developed 
elaborate techniques for dealing with mental aberra
tions and pathological states. No wonder, therefore, 
that a community that possessed an idealistic concept of 
man as a creature made in the image of G-d and 
endowed with freedom to choose between good and evil 
should reject with distaste a science which had gener
ated such an infamous exponent. 

The more conciliatory attitude toward psychology 
which now prevails is, the resultant of several interact-

formulations concerning human development and be
havior which can be profitably employed in relieving the 
anguish suffered by the victims of mental disorders. 
The subsequent influx of Orthodox Jewish profession
als into such fields as school psychology, clinical psy
chology, guidance and social work inevitably had the 
effect of reducing the animosity that had been exhi
bited by the Torah observant community. 

The Growing Trust 

Another factor responsible for the lessening of ten
sions was the growing awareness of mental disorders 
w. ithin the Orthodox Jewish community. Although the 
cultural climate of this society, based primarily on a 
Torah way of life, to a great extent averted the perni
cious influences that prevailed in the environment at 
large, there was a growing number of cases that 
required professional intervention for the treatment of 
the extreme distress that afflicted members of the 
community. While public or private agencies not staffed 
by Orthodox Jewish professionals were generally 
shunned, there was an increasing willingness to accept 
counseling and therapy from a qualified professional 
who was himself a devout Jew. At the present time, 
even the most insulated groups within the Orthodox 
Jewish community are beginning to recognize the need 

In Search of a Torah Psychology 
Some find Torah and the ideological underpinnings of psychology 

incompatible. Others endeavor to find a pragmatic common ground. 
In the following article, RABBI MOSHE Y'CHIAIL FRIEDMAN 

proposes a third course. 
ing developments. In spite of the shadow that Freud's 
specter had cast over the field of psychology, significant 
numbers of Orthodox Jewish college youth were drawn 
to this science. The fact that psychology dealt with the 
intricacies of human behavior, that it was an intriguing 
study which analyzed the contents of man's mind and 
sought to alleviate the conflicts and anxieties that 
besieged it, evoked a sympathetic interest on the part of 
young men and women who had been trained to grapple 
with man's dilemmas in the moral and spiritual realm. 
Furthermore, while there was much to be deplored in 
psychology owing to the irreligious concepts which 
underlay much of its theory, it would be difficult to deny 
that psychology has produced a goodly number of valid 

Rabbi Friedman is director of the Torah Umesorah Counter-Force Program, 
which provides counseling and therapeutic services to Yeshiva students and their 
families in New York City. 
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to avail themselves of mental health services that treat 
personal problems that are beyond the competence of 
rabbis or other individuals who would ordinarily feel a 
responsibility for intervening in such situations. 

A third consideration, of less consequence than the 
factors already mentioned, is the fact that Freud is no 
longer quite so dominant a figure in the world of psy
chology. While it would be naive to claim that Freudian 
theory has become obsolete, it is also a reality that there 
now exist a number of alternative conceptual schema 
that account for the dynamics of human behavior and 
imply modes of treatment for pathological conditions. 
Although these newer theories also fail to acknowledge 
the existence of man's soul or of a Creator, they do not 
possess the abrasive character of Freudian thought. 
Thus the task of overcoming the resistance of the 
Orthodox Jewish community becomes much less for
midable than heretofore. 
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Dealing With the Contradictions 

Turning from the general community to the Or
thodox Jewish professionals who are engaged in the 
practice of psychology or related fields, three attitudes 
may be discerned with respect to the inherent contra
dictions that are found between particular psychological 
orientations and the Torah perspective. Many of these 
mental health workers apparently are capable of living 
in two divergent ideological worlds. During the work
ing day, they function in accordance with the tech
niques that were imparted to them at the university or 
professional agencies, ignoring the fact that implicit in 
these techniques are fundamental philosophical postu
lates that are diametrically opposed to the doctrines of 
the Torah. In their personal lives, however, they con
duct themselves in a strictly devout manner and remain 
unaffected in their religious conformity. The inconsis
tencies that exist between their professional and per
sonal lives seem to trouble them not at all. 

More sensitive than the members of this first group 
are those professionals who are acutely aware of the 
dissonance found between particular psychological 
premises and the teachings of the Torah, and feel 
induced to bring about a rapprochement between the two. 
Harmony is achieved primarily by calling attention to 
those valid psychological principles that are in conson
ance with the Torah and by asserting that successful 
clinical techniques may be adopted on a pragmatic basis 
even though they emanate from fallacious philosophical 
foundations. This position is supported by the realistic 
observation that many adults and youngsters receive 
therapeutic assistance from mental health workers 
without having their piety adversely affected. In fact, 
clients may find that at the termination of therapy their 
attitude toward religious observance is much more 
wholesome than it was when their personal conflicts 
were still unresolved. 

A Theoretical Framework Based Wholly on Torah 

There exists, too, a third position on this issue which 
takes a more rigorous view with respect to the relation
ship between psychology and Torah. Rather than seek
ing areas of compatibility between these two systems, 
this school of thought has as its objective the construc
tion of a theoretical framework based wholly on Tor ah 
principles. The pursuit of this goal requires that there be 
derived from the literature of the Tor ah basic concepts 
concerning the nature of human personality and from 
these foundations formulate therapeutic techniques 
that may be employed in the treatment of mental 
disorders. Even from this standpoint, the contributions 
of secular psychology need not be completely ignored; 
its influence, however, is greatly circumscribed. 

This writer suscribes to the position taken by the last 
of the aforementioned schools of thought. In accord
ance with this point of view, a methodical exploration of 

14 

the Torah literature should yield both the conceptual 
systems and the working techniques for the formula
tion of a comprehensive psychological system which 
could, in due time, supplant a substantial portion of the 
principles and practices which have their origins in the 
secular disciplines. In actuality, efforts have been exer
cised in the recent years to establi•h a psychology based 
on Torah foundations. Pioneers in this field have made 
important contributions toward the advancement of 
this idea. This writer is of the opinion, however, that the 
past effort did not proceed along a logically constructed 
path. Absent from this early literature is the design to 
formulate at the most fundamental level a theoretical 
model that could be used as a framework for the psy
chodynamic relationships which exist in the intra- and 
interpersonal regions of man's behavior. 

Does the Tor ah Talk to Psychotics? 

The two systems set forth in the preceding para
graphs possess major differences. Psychology has two 
aspects: the theoretical and the practical. With regard to 
the latter, the secular field has a larger field of operation. 
Just as we know that the Torah is not to be viewed as a 
handbook of medicine or hygiene, so too it may be 
presumed with respect to mental disorders that there 
are psychopathological states too morbid to be respon
sive to a therapeutic mode constructed solely from 
Torah sources. As proof of this statement, one who is 
designated as a shoteh (idiot) is exempt from all the milzPos 
of the Torah. 

Moreover, the Talmud (Chagigo 3b) identifies specific 
behaviors that cause a person to be classified as a shoteh, 
thus recognizing that such individuals are beyond the 
pale of the Torah law. Nor would it seem to be contrary 
to Torah doctrine to maintain that not only these cases 
but also other examples of extreme disordered behav
ior, such as psychoses, would also indicate that a person 
is not accountable for his observance of the mifzvos. In 
the ideology of Torah the faculty of speech, and the 
thinking process which is dependent upon it, signifies 
the very essence of man. Consequently, a person who 
has retreated from the real world, whose mind is shut 
off to normal communication with others or is incapable 
of coherent thought, cannot be treated by a methodol
ogy which has its origins in a body of learning which 
regards language as the sine qua non of genuine human 
experience. 

One may also contend that severe neuroses may be 
regarded in a similar light. One of the distinguishing 
characteristics of neurosis is loss of control: the afflicted 
individual is incapable of regulating the behavior that is 
the overt manifestation of his disordered mental state. 
Inasmuch as the power to exercise conscious control 
over one's actions is an essential underpinning for the 
ability to perform mitzvos according to one's own free 
will, the loss of this competence may signify the absence 
of responsibility for those mitzvos that a person is 



unable to carry out due to his neurotic inhibition. If this 
be true, then one would not seek within the wisdom of 
the Torah the remedy for this condition. 

Where Are the Torah's Marvelous Powers? 

As an extension of this last point, one ought not to 
expect that a Torah psychology will provide a cure for 
severe disorders that are caused by a biological defect. 
Dysfunctional behavior, which is the result of condi
tions such as neurological impairment, genetic defect, or 
hormonal imbalance, needs to be treated by appropriate 
psychiatric measures such as medication, nutrition, or, 
where warranted, electroconvulsive therapy, and not 
by any methodology inherent in the Torah. Now one 
may contend that this constriction is fallacious inas
much as Torah possesses marvelous powers which can 
heal any unhealthy state, physical or mental. This, of 
course, is true. These powers, however, cannot be util
ized by ordinary individuals but only by those who are 
specially endowed by G-d because of their extraordi
nary virtue. 

Yet, notwithstanding the limitations that have been 
ascribed to a Torah psychology, these strictures should 
not imply that a Torah orientation can be of no assist
ance at all in dealing with the excluded population. 
Regardless of the methodology that is employed, one 
cannot ignore the personality of the therapist as an 
important element in the treatment process, and cer
tainly in this, Torah precepts make an essential contri
bution. Virtues such as honesty, integrity, compassion, 
judgment, and discretion are vital in dealing with a 
suffering human being no matter how serious the 
nature of his affliction. It follows, therefore, that the 
Torah, which immeasurably surpasses any other me
dium in its power to imbue a person with these qualities, 
has much to teach concerning the character, conduct, 
and moral code of the individual who seeks to effect a 
cure. 

Return to the Transcendental 

If on the one hand Torah psychology is less extensive 
in terms of the kinds of disorders it is capable of treating, 
it assuredly exceeds the secular system with respect to 
the dimensions of human personality that it addresses. 
Psychology at one time existed as a branch of philo
sophy. During this stage, it concerned itself with man's 
transcendental qualities as well as his more mundane 
characteristics. As it evolved from its original status, 
however, psychology virtually divorced itself from the 
spiritual aspects of man's existence. Prominent figures 
in the field of psychological thought tended to regard 
belief in the human soul as a form of primitive animism 
which had no place in the scientific examination of the 
human mind. As a corollary to this point of view, con
ceptualization of human conduct that entailed a rela
tionship with a supernatural being, whether it be G-d 
or, in contrast, some object of superstitious adoration, 

were analyzed and reduced to psychological compo
nents. Furthermore, if the founder of a school of psy
chology or an individual in the field should acknowledge 
that man does possess a soul, this idea of soul may differ 
considerably from the one that is found in the Tor ah 
with regard to its nature, its attributes, and its origin. 

In a Torah psychology, on the other hand, the divine 
nature of the soul, its origin, and its specific characteris
tics are of central importance to the study of human 
behavior. It is man's heavenly soul that acts as a perva
sive force in actuating his life processes and constantly 
energizing his behavior. Even if one should delineate 
the function of the soul in such a manner that its effi
cacy in a particular sphere of man's experience be 
limited, one cannot ignore its presence as a fundamental 
element in all of his conduct. The idea of soul, with all of 
its ramifications, is crucial to understanding the differ
ence between a secular and a Torah psychology. Fur
ther, because of the inclusion of the soul in its system, 
Torah psychology encompasses realms of human mind 
that secular psychology can only reach peripherally. It 
has the capacity to examine through the lens of trans
cendentalism such objects as ethical conduct, moral 
judgment, and religious conflict as opposed to secular 
psychology which can at best approach them from a 
phenomenological standpoint. As a consequence of the 
radical distinction that separates the two systems, 
their proper domains in terms of application to human 
behavior differ fundamentally as well. 

Beginning With the Bedrock of Belief 

In summary, the intent of this article is to propose an 
analytic system of the human function, based upon 
authentic principles found in the Torah, which will en
able an individual to regulate his temperament, adjust 
his attitudes, and discipline his conduct. As a concommi
tant, one ought to be able to infer from this conceptual 
structure congruent therapeutic techniques which can 
be applied to a sizable range of human disorders. Implicit 
in this enterprise is rejection of the belief that efforts 
should be made to introduce piecemeal or patchwork 
adjustment into already existing psychological systems 
in the hope of bringing them into alignment with the 
ideology of Torah. Such attempts can only meet with 
frustration since the fundamental axioms upon which 
secular psychologies are based are essentially contradic
tory to Torah doctrines, and no amount of manipulation 
can bring about a complete escape from the false conclu
sions that are derived from them. One must begin, 
rather, at the bedrock of Jewish belief, with an investi
gation of the fundamental nature of man as depicted in 
our sacred literature. Once this task has been accomp
lished, it is possible to proceed to an understanding of 
human personality, its constituent elements and the 
dynamics whereby they interact, and the methods 
that may be utilized for the full development of an 
individual's character. 1.T 
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In the drama of spiritual collapse and rebirth among 
the Jews which began two centuries ago, the principal 
characters, the heroes and villains, are often not indi
viduals but whole communities. While one community 
is like a morass of quicksand, slowly dragging down all 
who venture in, another is a beacon sending a beam of 
light through the darkness, for all who choose to navi
gate to safety. Perhaps, we have a lesson to learn from 
the failures and successes of different types of 
communities. 

The lesson was suggested by two different communi
ties in the same city, separated by a sea of time-a 
hundred and thirty five years wide. And the basis for 
this lesson is very personal impressions-in one case, 
from some readings, and in the other, from a recent 
visit. 

I. Cobblestone Days 

We first turn back the pages of history to a world of 
cobblestones and gaslights, when all the Jews lived 
together in one community, and all, or almost all, kept 
Shabbos. Except for brief glimpses in rabbinical responsa, 
we generally know little about the level of mitzva obser
vance in long-ago communities. However, buried in the 
dusty records of testimony before a House of Lords 
committee on Sunday closing laws,1 we have preserved 
for us a still-life of London Jewry in 1847. Our infor
mant is a Mr. Henry Isaacs, who owns a mart which has 
recently begun staying open on Sunday, in violation of 
city ordinance. In the process of questioning him about 
Sunday trade, the lords also inquire into the practices of 
the local Jews with regard to their Sabbath. On the basic 
principle of keeping Shabbos the community seems to 
have been united. 

"Business is a dead letter in that part 
of the neighborhood on a Saturday." 

Issacs: Among us, a Jew knows as well the hour that his 
Sabbath will commence; he makes his provision; it is perhaps 
made al home for the Sabbath commencing; but if he was al the 
west end of town, he would make a calculation in his mind how 
long ii would take him lo walk home lo say his prayers al the 
commencement of the Sabbath ... 
Q. (Sir De Lacy Evans) Do you not consider that your nation 
labours under a comparative disadvantage in carrying on your 
trade for only five days in the week, while the Christians have 
six? 
A. Yes, they are labouring under a comparative disadvantage, 
no question of if, as a matter of pounds, shillings and pence; 
but, thank G-d, we have a very happy conscience on that score, 
and I suppose that makes up the difference. We are satisfied 
with the five days; we are so satisfied, speaking generally, that 
we have no wish to encroach on our Sabbath, 

1"Report from the Select Committee on Sunday Trading (Metro
polis)", 1847, pp. 62-71, in British Parliamentary Papers (Social Prob
lems, Sunday Observance, Vol. I), Irish University Press, Shannon, 
Ireland. 
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We are of course not surprised to hear of a Jewish 
community which loved and honored Shabbos 135 years 
ago, until we compare them to other Western commun
ities, such as Germany and America, where Reform 
Judaism was in full flower. Then we can appreciate how 
much of the original spiritual wealth of the Jewish 
nation they had managed to retain in the face of strong 
eroding forces in the period. 

Mr. Isaacs speaks of the rabbis and elders as acting 
together to admonish violators of Torah law, and they 
seem to have had full control over the slaughtering and 
inspection of meat. For all this, however, if we begin to 
look more closely at the level of individual observance of 
Shabbos, we can already note signs of decay in this all
important rnilzva. The lords inquired quite thoroughly 
into Jewish practices with regard to Sabbath closing of 
businesses. By Mr. Isaacs' testimony, the butchers and 
bakers, who were under rabbinical supervision, were 
completely closed, and vegetable stores as well. A few 
fruit stores and tobacco stores, with a Gentile clientele, 
remained open. Milk was delivered but not charged for, 
and beer could be obtained at the taverns without 
money. Restaurants stayed open with Gentile servants. 

Q. Those Gentile servants can serve in the shop without 
infringing any rule of propriely?-A. They could do so, but in 
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many instances a strict Jew would not think that correct, 
because he would be participating in the profits . ... 
Q. Although you have no power over others of your persua
sion in this country, yet I suppose you admit that the civil law 
had power in ancient times in your nation?-A. No question 
of it. 
Q. You recollect that Nehemiah would not permit them to 
bring any goods into Jerusalem?-A. No; they are not held in 
that estimation; the licensed victuallers, or any other party 
trading on the Sabbath, are not held in that estimation as the 
members of the Jewish faith are who strictly obseroe the faith. 

Here we already see the first reason for laxness in 
Sabbath observance: insufficient fear of G-d. Nowhere 
in the entire testimony does Mr. Isaacs hint at a Divine 
punishment for transgressing the Sabbath-nothing 
more severe than the mild form of social disapproval he 

· mentions here is cited. We also begin to see here that the 
Jewish community had the "umbrella" form that was 
later to become a conscious symbol of the English Jewish 
Establishment: Some Jews are stricter and some are less 
strict, but all belong to one kehilla, and all pray in the 
same synagogues. No one was excluded for violating 
the Sabbath. 

Rabbinical Authority ... 

A second basic element in the preservation of the 
Torah, after fear of Heaven, is emunas chachomim, respect 
for the authority of rabbis, and that too was unfortu
nately rather weak. Mr. Isaacs was admonished by the 
Kehilla for allowing Christian stall-keepers to open their 
shops in his market place on week-day Jewish holidays. 
The rabbis and elders argued that for those who do not 
care particularly for faith, having the mart open was a 
"stepping-stone for them to go into the mart and trade." 
However, Mr. Isaacs did not listen, and asserts firmly 
"they have no power to compel us to close our marts on 
those particular days; therefore that shows directly that 
we are quite free agents as to faith." 

The examiner was puzzled as to why, if that is so, 
they do still keep the Sabbath. "Do you mean to say that 
the Jews generally act from principle?" The possibility 
seems to have been rather a foreign one to this English 
nobleman. 

Praying For Survival 

We too may be puzzled, for another reason. If not fear 
of G-d or respect for the rabbis, what kept the English 
Jews from simply adopting more convenient principles, 
as did most of the second generation in America? The 
witness offers the following explanation: 

I think that the Jews generally, from infancy, are taught 
their prayers, and that in a very solemn manner. There are 
few Jews but who can read the Hebrew and understand it, 
though he does not know a single letter in the English alphabet; 
he is taught, every meal he goes to, to say his prayer, and to say 
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a prayer after he has eaten his meal; and I do nof suppose you 
will find one ou/ of every /wenly Jews-I will say only 
twenty-one out of every twenty in London, let him be what 
disposition he will in other ways, that ever forgets a prayer 
night and morning: it is part and parcel of his living. I do not 
say Iha/ they are anything better in disposition for ii in other 
ways, bu/ really Iha/ is par/ and parcel of a parent's duly lo 

their children; and if they do no/ go in /he right way, the 
parents cannot help it. 

Note that prayer has taken the place of Torah study 
as the major vehicle for maintaining the tradition. 
Prayer kept them in touch with G-d, in touch with each 
other, and familiar with the language and basic tenets of 
the Jewish faith. However, without the precision that 
can only come from Torah study, without the dramatic 
distinction between kosher and non-kosher, permitted 
and forbidden, pure and impure, one has only a sliding 
scale from strict to less strict to lax, a slide on which the 
easiest direction to go is down. People who might hesi
tate to take a sudden plunge from "kosher" to "non
kosher," often don't mind slipping a little from more 
kosher to less kosher, and less, and less. 

The lords also inquired into the practice of individuals 
with respect to Sabbath observance, and here too we 
have the impression of a spectrum from strict to lax. 
The examiner asked whether they purchased on Sa
turday: 

A. Not on the Saturday,· our purchases are always made on 
the Friday and cooked on the Friday; we mos/ generally 
consider it wrong to eat anything cooked on the Sabbath; it is 
merely warmed, no/ by the aid of the fire in slric/ families, bu/ 
by /he aid of an apparatus Iha/ will keep ii warm from /he 
Friday till /he Saturday; bu/ you would no/ see a joint of meat 
down at the fire to be roasted. 

As we see, Mr. Isaacs' grasp of halacha is more socio
logical than scholarly. We may guess from the American 
experience that there was considerable pressure on the 
children in those "strict" families to adopt a more "reas-
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onable" stance when founding their own homes. Thus 
the community, itself conservative and placed among 
the conservative English, remained traditional, but the 
tradition slowly slipped down-hill, and most of the reli
gious families were eventually dragged down with it. 

II. The Insular London 

With the picture of Mr. Isaacs' community in mind, 
my husband and I had occasion to visit London on 
professional business, looking for evidence of change. In 
the taxi from the airport, we were recovering from a 
month of travelling through Europe on a diet of boiled 
potatoes, fresh vegetables, and hard questions from the 
children: why is almost all the food /reif, why did 
Hashem make so many "Egyptians" and so few Jews, 
why .... London, we knew, would be different. The taxi 
turned down a street lined with row houses, with little 
gardens in front. Ahead of us we saw-a bearded man in 
black, pushing a stroller, with two little girls in stocking 
on one side, and two boys in caps and payos on the other. 
"This is the place," we exclaimed to the driver. Indeed, at 
the end of the block was the home of our friends' 
relatives, whose address had been given to us as our 
passport to "heimishness." We had arrived at the Bnei 
Brak of London, postal district N.16. 

Among most of English Jewry, the picture has 
changed for the worse since Mr. Isaacs' time. Business 
on Saturday is not a dead letter as it once was, and 
somewhat more than one Jew in twenty occasionally 
may "forget a prayer." But here, in N.16, was another 
community entirely: small, self-contained, with a high 
level of Torah scholarship and an uncompromising 
observance of milzvos. The community-and others like 
it in England-is a recent development. The pre-

Notjustacheese, 
atraClition .... _ · 

20 

Haolam, the most trusted name tn Cholov Yisroe! Kosher Cheese. 
A reputation earned through 25 years of scrupulous devotion ro quality 
and kashruth.With 12 delicious varieties. Under rhe strict Rahb1n1ca! 
superv1s1on ofK'ha! Adas Je~huru~. N. Y. 

Haolam. a rradit>on vou·1~::~:vk;,;: I Tao 
THURMflRCJ:; WORlllCHtl:S~CO JNC., NEW YORI( NY ................ ,, 

The Jewish Observer/Ortober, 1982 



existing right wing of English Jewry was swelled by 
refugees from the Second World War; then came a 
period of consolidation, the organization of an inde
pendent kehilla, founding of schools, creation of ad
vanced yeshivas and kollelim to train native Torah scho
lars. Today their effect is beginning to be felt: "Teachers, 
some communal workers (notably in the Torah Corps), 
and occasionally even rabbis (sic) are now increasingly 
drawn from the ranks of Yeshiva alumni, while several 
of their schools now draw sometimes more than half of 
the pupils from United Synagogue homes," according to 
the Chief Rabbi of England, Immanuel jakobovits.' 

In fact, looking toward the future, Rabbi jakobovits 
notes that "the indifferent majority is self-liquidating, 
... whereas the determined minority combines immun
ity to spiritual erosion with a relatively prolific birth
rate." He pins his hopes for a religious renaissance and 
cultural revival on a broadening of the spiritual power
base through the day-school movement, initiated by 
the frum minority. A warm tribute indeed! However, not 
all reaction to the /rum communities from the outside is 
as congratulatory. 

This-Worldly Comforts 

An army Rav asked someone why he lived in a religious 
community rather than in some place where he would be a 
good influence on his neighbors. The answer was the standard 
one: thechildren's education, the high level of kashrus, Torah 
shiurim on every block . .. "I know," bemoaned the Rav, "you 
like its Olam Hazeh, its this-worldly comforts." 

For all the invigorating effect that communities like 
N. 16 have had on religious life in England, they are 
under frequent attack for being too insular, too con
cerned with their own mitzvos, and not interested 
enough in the general community. Some attribute this 
insularity to a fear of submersion in the secular culture, 
and express concern that it will lead to further 
isolation-not only in England, but in similar communi
ties around the world. Others are yet harsher in their 
criticisms, interpreting it to be a symptom of selfishness 
and unconcern for the general welfare. 

III, Life on the Island: a Prototype 

Are these claims justified? Is insularity selfish? True, 
the Rambam warned against living in a degenerate 

zJakobovits, Rabbi Imanuel, "The Challenge of Secularization," 
Tradition, Vol. 16, No. 5, Fall (1977), p. 36 
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society, but today people are searching for values. ls 
self-imposed insularity justified? 

Rosh Hashona, 569711936). The shofar is about lo be 
blown in the Novaradok Yeshiva Beis Yoisef, which is 
scratching out a meager existence in a sleepy religious moshav 
named after Rabbi Akiva's Bnei Brak. The Chazon /sh, 
newly arrived from Europe and unknown outside a select 
circle, consented to read them a Mishna in a side room. He 
finished with the following lines, repealing the last phrase 
several times for emphasis. 

"He said lo me: 'Rebbi, from what place are you?' I replied: 

Combining a high scholastic level of Jewish studies and teachers' 
training courses-together with down-toMearth preparation for 
understanding and fulfiUlng the role of the Jewish wornan .. , 
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courses designed specifically for this purpose will be offered: 
"The Jewish Home" by Rebbitzin Esther Greenberg, and a 
"'Middos' Workshop•" by the Dean. 

• MOST teachers training program goes beyond the basic 
courses in 'chinuch': it provides frequent opportunities for prac~ 
tice lesson presentation throughout the year; additionalty1 it rea· 
listically prepares the students for the inevitable problematic 
child they're bound to have to help during their teaching careers, 
by offering introductory studies in child psychology, speech 
disorders, and special education. M. Teller, Ph.D. and D. Gross· 
baum, M.A. will be the respective instructors. 

• MOST demarcates a clear distinction between high school 
and seminary style learning. Much of the material is presented in 
overview perspective, rather than only in detail. A course, "self 
Study Projects" is specially designed so that the student masters 
the art of independent thinking and learning. 

• MOST has arranged for American and lsraEili well-known 
guest lecturers to present special seminars during the year. 

• MOST believes its students' physical needs are no less impor
tant than their spiritual and intellectual ones; therefore it provides 
a choice of regularly scheduled physical education, as well as 
nutritious meals and comfortable dormitory facilities. 

• MOST will encourage its students to take full advantage of 
their year in Eretz Yisroel by sponsoring tours and out-of-town 
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'From a great city of sages and scholars.' He said to me, 
'Rebbi, would you like lo come and dwell with us in our place, 
and I will give you a thousand thousands of gold dinars and 
precious stones and pearls?' I said to him, 'If you were to give 
me all the silver and gold and precious stones and pearls in the 
world, I would not live anywhere, except in a place of Torah. 
. , . I would not live anywhere, except in a place of Torah.' "3 

That was the vision of what Bnei Brak would become.' 
Why the high value placed on living in a place of 

Torah? The crisis of Orthodoxy in the last generation 
provides a preliminary answer. Only by gathering 
together in island citadels, fortifying themselves with 
Torah and milzvos, and raising the draw-bridge to the 
outside, were the refugees from the shattered spiritual 
centers of Europe able to find a haven from the besieg
ing forces of anti-semitism and secularism. In these 
strong-holds, Jews filled with the fear of Heaven were 
able to raise children who loved Torah and mitzvos as 
deeply as they. In these fortresses, a native generation 
of Torah scholars was raised, intellectually rooted in the 
conceptual universe of Torah. One of these islands 
began the arduous task of reconstructing the world of 
Torah. 

The first phase of the rebuilding has been completed. 
The besieging forces have retired in confusion, the 
draw-bridge has been lowered, ambassadors and colo
nists are being sent out to all corners of the globe. There 
are now numerous communities in which Orthodox 
Jews can settle and expect to raise their children to be at 
least as religious as they themselves are. It is now the 
"ultra-Orthodox" who are confident and self-assured, 
and their words are heard and understood in the most 
distant fringes of the Jewish people. The leshuva move
ment is the most striking manifestation of this change: 
Jewish souls are waiting on street corners for someone 
to come and rescue them. 

3Pirkei Aves, VI, 9. 
4Cohen, Rabbi Shlom et al., Pe'eir Ha Dor, Vol. II, Netzach Puhl., Bnei 

Brak. 
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Throughout this upheaval, however, we see that the 
frum communities remain as insular as ever, in the sense 
of trying to exclude the intrusion of foreign ideas and 
influences, and the colonies they found are built on the 
parent model, complete with draw-bridge. One who 
grants that in the post-war period this insularity was an 
essential matter of spiritual survival, might still ask if it 
has perhaps out-lived its usefulness. Has it? 

Ripples From the Island 

In this period of opportunity, when the Orthodox 
Jews have regained the initiative for the first time in 150 
years, we need insular communities more than ever. In 
order to appreciate the central role of frurn communities 
in the spiritual reawakening of the Jewish people, we 
must first look at the way an individual Jew influences 
the spiritual level of those close to him, his family, 
neighbors and friends. 

Each Jew has those among his immediate acauain
tances whom he feels to be more religious than he, and 
those he feels to be less. He identifies himself some
where on a scale between the two. 

A bride on the borderline is setting the principles for her 
married life. If the mikva is all that sets her religious friend 
Sarah apart from the other women, our bride probably won't 
go to the mikva herself. She's not as religious as Sarah, after 
all. But if Sarah never walks out without her hair covered, then 
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our bride-well, maybe she will not cover her head, but she is 
much more likely lo go lo the mikva. And if Sarah shows her 
frumkeit in other ways-in her quiet voice, her acts of kind
ness, her devotion lo her family-then the battle for the mikva 
is won, and the kerchief has a good chance, too. Particularly if 
her less religious friend Nancy also goes lo the mikva. True, 
she's not as religious as Sarah, but she's surely not as careless 
as Nancy. 

Even a person with a good head may find it hard to 
take in much Talmud in a community where learning a 
Mishna or two a day makes one a masmid, a dedicated 
scholar. On the other hand, if the examples before his 
eyes are real masmidim, learning 15 hours a day, even a 
shoe-maker can squeeze in a chapter or two of Mish
nayos, and perhaps attend a regular shiurin Talmud. The 
influence works in the opposite direction as well: as 
those a man regards as below him sink still further, he 
often allows himself to settle down to fill the gap. 

When Sidney's Uncle Joe married a non-religious girl, the 
whole family was scandalized. When Joe's son Bruce married 
a confirmed Catholic, Sidney realized how silly ii would be, in 
this day and age, lo demand strict observance from his own 
wife .... 

Since an influence from the bottom was operating in 
Mr. Isaacs' London, eventually it pulled down the 
general level of the community far below a minimum of 
observance. 

Every Jew sends ripples like these through his sur
roundings with each moral decision he makes, with each 
change in his own spiritual level. The spiritual level of 
the leaders of the Jewish people and their families sends 
out waves of influence, in proportion to the number and 
personal qualities of those who look to them for exam
ple and inspiration. The direct role of the chassidic lead
ers in building and maintaining the spiritual level of 
their followings is well known. A classic example of a 
more indirect influence is the Vilna Gaon's select group 
of students who later founded large yeshivos, whose 
graduates spread Torah to the ends of the earth. 

Modest Tidal Waves 

Nor is this potential for influence from afar confined 
to great men and women. 
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Reh Yitzchak is reserved and learned, a kollel fellow by choice 
and nature. Outside of the four cubits of halacha, he is like a 
fish out of water; he would not know how to approach a 
non-frum Jew, nor would he make a strong impression. But 
Reh Michael, a young professional, learned with him a few 
hours a week and came to see the difference between learning 
and reading, between "being yolui" and "kedoshim tihyu." 
Reb Michael learned more, kepi more. 

Soon he had collected a small group of college studenls
only those who were interested in the first place; he, too, had 
trouble approaching outsiders. Buf as a professional, he could 
talk their language-and give over lo them some of the 
kedusha he had absorbed from Reh Yitzchak. A mechallel 
Shabbos became a shomer Shabbos; a history student opted for 
yeshiva. And student wrangled with his roommate, a boy 
with no background al all, long into the night. Today the 
roommate is enrolled full-time in yeshiva, and some of his 
friends are beginning to consider Torah more seriously. A 
ripple may be gentle, but ii spreads very far. 

The Function of a Torah Community 

This then is the primary function of a Torah com
munity. It provides the security and stimulation which 
permit the leaders and potential leaders of the Jewish 
nation to achieve maximal levels of kedusha, fear of G-d, 
and devotion to Torah. The levels they and their fami
lies achieve are both an inspiration for and a limitation 
on the spiritual levels achieved by those directly influ
enced by them, and these people, in turn, set an example 
for others who see themselves as being on a lower rung 
of the spiritual ladder. Somewhere down this chain, 
generally a short step or two removed from the top, are 
the valiant pioneers fighting on the Torah frontier-in 
Milwaukee, Marseilles, or even Moscow-to save Jew
ish souls from spiritual extinction. The victories are 
dramatic ones, but the battle is arduous, and their suc
cess depends upon how much they have learned from 
those they look up to. 

These intangibles of kedusha and mesiras nefesh (self
sacrifice) are not all that the frum communities have to 

KARKAlNISRAEL 
Take advantage of the opportunity to purchase 
cemetery plots in Eretz Yisroel in Mifgash Shimshon 
near Yerushalayim through our newly established 
CHEVRAH OSEH CHESED OF AGUDATH ISRAEL 
Membership in the Chevra entitles one to all benef
its which accompany the services of a Chevra Kadi
sha and interment. When you purchase a plot from 
the Chevra Oseh Chesed of Agudath Israel, you are 
supporting the many Agudist activities especially 
the Pirchei and Bnos activities as well as a Free Loan 
Fund in Israel. (212) 791-1800 
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offer Kial Yisrael. They import students, raise children, 
and export heads of yeshivos, rabbis, Torah scholars, 
kollel fellows, teachers, shochtim, scribes, ba'alei teshuva, 
Torah scrolls, mezuzas, kosher food, Jewish books, and 
more. The more successful of the ba'al teshuva yeshivos 
tend to be located in frum communities, where the kedu
sha in the atmosphere speeds along the teshuva process, 
and they draw their staff from the more religious yeshi
vos and seminaries. Most of the numerous out-reach 
organizations which have sprung up in response to the 
spiritual awakening among segments of the general 
Jewish community have their headquarters in one or 
another of these communities, both because these are 
the places in which the initiators of these organizations 
have their spiritual roots, and because it is there that 
they can assemble the necessary dedicated staff. How
ever, these tangible contributions of the Torah com
munities to the spiritual welfare of the Jewish people are 
ultimately dependent on the intangible export of kedusha, 
expressed in gradual rises in the spiritual levels of indi
viduals and their families, which gradually propagate 
out through the whole nation It is this intangible asset 
that insularity is designed to foeter and protect. 

The Need For Drawing the Bridge 

Why does achieving high levels of kedusha require 
blocking out the secular world around? A person's spir
itual level is built up out of individual moral decisions, 
and in asking that a person rise to the maximum he can 
reach, we are asking that at each point of decision, he 
listen to the quiet still voice of his conscience, over the 
strident importunings of his evil impulse, his yetzer hora. 
How much harder this is if the yelzer hora has as one ally 
the media, blaring out their constant subliminal mes
sage that all human actions are motivated by resent
ment, sensuality, and ambition for glory; and as a 
second ally, the secular intellectuals, whose authori
tative-sounding statements are based on a presumption 
that there are no moral absolutes. It is also a hardship 
for the yetzer hatov, the good impulse, if entertainments, 
current events, and careerism suck time away from 
Torah study, the antidote to the yelzer hora. 

Insularity means dwelling on an island. In the current 
perilous state of the world, this is neither foolish nor 
selfish. The Jews need islands of Torah in the sea of 
secular culture. If the island were to spread itself out 
over the ocean floor in hopes of becoming a continent, it 
could no longer be a refuge for the ship-wrecked, and 
sorry would be the fate of its original inhabitants. And 
even if the frum Yidden and Yiddishkeil on their island seem 
to be cut off from the continental mass of Jews and 
Judaism-we are speaking, after all, of England, and 
living on an island has served the English well. It started 
them in the business of founding colonies, several of 
which have even been moderately influential in world 
politics, and it has saved them from being conquered 
any number of times. .~T. 
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The Difficulties 

Writing is easy. It's the preparations that are difficult. 
Most difficult of all is convincing your wife that you are 
working, and working hard. As she sees it, you are lying 
on the couch, eyes closed, fast asleep. Or your eyes are 
wide open, staring out in the distance, while there are a 
million things to do around the house! 

I explain to her that writing is really very much like 
her gefilte fish .... Let me explain: If I would take the 
best quality fish-fresh, just out of the river-add water 
plus all sorts of spices, cook it and serve it, you would 
probably not eat it. You might even wrinkle your nose 
at the smell. Yet, let my wife take the very same ingre
dients and you will love every bite, and even ask for 
seconds. What is her secret? 

hand, excessively zealous to tame the writer's excesses. 
Ingredients for gefilte fish are picked up in the fish 

market and the grocery .... The stuff for an article is in 
the writer's mind-mainly his memory, for one writes 
the way he feels and sees things and then remembers 
them-the way he interprets facts and events. 

One shouldn't expect to satisfy every reader. Even 
your mother's gefilte fish-the best in the world
doesn't appeal to every taste. 

Choosing the Subject 

It is fairly easy to write about Moshe Rabbeinu, Rebbi 
Akiva or the Rambam, as long as one carefully checks the 
seforim about them. Most difficult of all is to write about a 
living person; one dare not overpraise him, so in the end 

Chaim Shapiro 

Telling Stories Out Of Cheder 
or 

Birth Of The ''Bobba Ma'ase'' 
A master story teller and evocative chronicler of by-gone days tells 

some of his secrets of the trade. 
She knows the precise amount of every spice neces

sary, the order of adding them, the timing. By the time 
she places the pot on fire, the fish is half done. All that 
remains for her to do is to take care not to overcook, 
undercook, or burn the mix. From time to time she 
tastes the pot, adding a drop of this and a sprinkle of 
that. The result: delicious gefilte fish. 

In writing, all the ingredients-the ideas, informa
tion, arguments, quotations-are mixed in the writer's 
head while he's on the couch, or in bed on a sleepless 
night. He digs into his memory, plans paragraphs
which first, which last. The more thinking done in 
advance, the less time he11 spend at the typewriter. 
When he finally does sit down at the typing table, the 
article is mostly done-ready for the burner, so to 
speak. 

Now he must be on the watch: don't overcook, don't 
undercook, don't burn the mix! For zeal without know
ledge is a run-away horse (or an overdone stew) .... 
And then one must brace himself to contend with the 
enemy, the editor, poised with deadly blue pencil in 

Chaim Shapi10, a frequ.n1/ iu11111/111/or lo thesr pag1's, is represented b11 It'll 
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one fails to do him justice. In between those two is 
writing about a recently deceased gadol who has living 
relatives or talmidim. The least error will never be 
forgiven. 

The main sources of information are the library, peo
ple's memories, and interpretative powers. When the 
primary supply line dries up, one is left with the other 
two, and that's when one begins to walk on thin ice. 
While a so-called misinterpretation can be excused: 'Tm 
entitled to my opinion," one's memory can never fail. 
Yet it is the trickiest, most unreliable part of the brain
"~tull \i7~ 1'il' You have been created to forget," Moshe 
Rabbeinu told us. 

Since a writer does not dare rely on his own memory, 
he checks with other people who should remember. I 
have spent hours on long-distance calls, trying to milk 
some information from those who "were there," but to 
no avail': they simply don't remember. Strangely enough, 
as soon as the article is published, the very same people 
experience total recall, and it's not the way I told it! 

Verbal Lolly Pops 

In earlier times, all medicines tasted terribly bitter. 
Children, of course, refused to take the stuff that 

' 
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Mommy called "relcep/." So they were induced to open 
their little mouths for a lolly pop while mother would 
slip in the medicine. The same basic technique has been 
used by teachers for thousands of years. The Chachamim 
in the days of the Talmud, Rabbe'im in classrooms, Maggi
dim, speakers and writers have been opening the 
minds and ears of people, using the story as a verbal lolly 
pop, slipping in the bitter lesson while their minds are 
wide open for the sweets. 

The Story of Stories 

Story-telling had its beginnings on the long winter 
nights, in the era before electricity was invented, and it 
grew with the passing of time and generations. The 
peasants, who worked on the farms in the summer 
from sunrise to sundown, would rest the entire winter. 
In the shadows of the dying kerosene lamps or stubby 
candles, stories were made up and told. One can judge a 
people by the stories they tell. The Russians have thou
sands of folktales dealing with princes and princesses, 
betrayal, infidelity and murder. 1 The Americans have 
their stories of the Wild West, telling about massacres of 
and by Indians, and heroes who made a notch on their 
guns for every man they killed. 2 

We too have our stories, Jewish stories. These deal 
with the lives of great men and their impact on the 
world around them-/zaddikim, Chassidic Rabbe'im, mira
cles, middos, mussar and tzeddaka. And then, of course, we 
have stories in our sacred writings-Midrashim, Ein 
Yaakov and Tzena U'rena. 

Traditionally, Jews had little time for story-telling for 
they were busy saying Tehillim, learning Chumash, Mishna 
and Gemora. The exeption was on the long winter nights 
when the Shabbos Queen reigned, and the meal was over. 
The candles flickered out, ending their light with a last 
breath of thin smoke, followed by darkness, total dark
ness, scary, sweet darkness .... It was similar on late 
Shabbos afternoon after Mincha, as the dark crept in and 
we huddled around the warm oven. Someone was 
always ready to tell a story. They were experts in mak
ing the story gripping, and people had time to listen. 

iThe Russians have published a number of volumes of "Ruskeye 
Narodnoeskazkee" (Russian Folk Tales) Of course, all the stories had to 
be rewritten sixty years ago to the taste of the Bolshevik Revolution. 
Religion, princes, and princesses have been replaced by Socialism, 
kulakky, collective farm directors, and tractor girls. The Russians' folk 
tales are under periodic revision, just like their history, which also 
gets rewritten every few years; whatever was true for years has now 
been found to be false, and vice-versa. 

2The American hero of the west, Davey Crockett, was the excep
tion. He boasted of killing bears instead of people. Apparently in his 
days in Tennessee, the bears were a bigger menace. Hence when 
Davey was running for Congress, he boasted of killing 105 bears, to 
which his opponent immediately shouted from the same platform: 
"That's a darn lie! Davey Crocket can't even count to 105!" He proba
bly couldn't, but he was elected nonetheless. 
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Whoever coined the phrase "time is money" placed a 
curse on the world, for no one has time anymore, 
neither to tell nor to listen, and the world is poorer as a 
result. 

"Zoger'kes" 

Among the finest story-tellers of old were those spe
cial people found in every veiber shut (women's section in 
sh ui! in Europe-the Zoger0kes (from the Yiddish word zog, 
i.e. to say, tell). Since not all the women were literate in 
Hebrew, nor were there enough Chumashim or Tzena 
U'rena's to go around, one woman would read the text 
aloud to a circle of women. They would look straight 
into her mouth, as if listening with their eyes, not 
missing a word. 

My grandmother, Bobba Feige, was a Zoger'ke. In addi
tion to all the qualifications for becoming a Zoger'ke, a 
woman also required a pair of glasses, to perch on the tip 
of her nose. I always suspected that my Bobba didn't 
read through the glasses (she knew everything by heart), 
but aper them. It was her habit to close her eyes when 
talking to somone, opening them only to listen. I once 
asked her, "Bobba, why do you wear glasses when you 
read?" She replied jokingly, "To make my nose useful." I 
later found out that she had functioned without them 
for years, until one time she discovered that while read
ing aloud the story of Mechiras Yoseif (sale ofJoseph), she 
had missed a few words. She had actually robbed the 
listeners of irreplaceable words! On her next business 
trip to the big city, she purchased a pair of glasses.' 

Most likely it was the tears in her eyes that made her 
miss the words, for Mechiras Yoseif was very emotional 
for the women. They all cried bitterly, listening to Bob
ba's description. "Faig'el the Chachome" was never satis
fied with what the Book said, and added something of 
her own: She "knew" the colors of Yoseif's coat, with 
the pocket on the left side for a handkerchief (Could 
you imagine Yaakov Avinu's son without a handker
chief?) ... and the material, soft as velvet and smooth as 
silk. And on which side were the buttons sewn? On the 
left side, of course, for a Jew buttons his coat right over 
left. 

The circle of women was transported to other times 
by Faig'el's pearls: "And there was no water in the 
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pit" -a description of the dreadfully hot weather in the 
desert, followed with a graphic account of the effects of 
dehydration. "But there were snakes and scorpions in 
the pit." -Next she delivered a report on the venom 
that each snake delivers and what it can do to people. 
"But, of course, not to Yoseif Halzaddik'" stated Bobba 
Faig'el with authority. 

The tears in Yoseif's eyes, as he pleaded with his 
brothers, were suddenly transferred into a loud weep
ing by the circle of women in Tiktin. On one occasion, 
they say, a woman burst out: "Goo/ azoy! (Good for him, 
he deserves it!) He knew what they did to him last year! 
Far voss iz er noch a mol gekrochen?" (Of course, this is an old 
popular joke that men derisively tell about the women 
and their Zoger'kes. But it illustrates the sincerity and 
faithfulness of the listeners, their memory, and their 
identification with Yoseif's suffering.) 

"Bobba Ma'ases"-Stories Told by Grandmothers 

On the long winter Friday nights, while the Shabbos 
candles cast dancing shadows on the wall, Bobba would 
tell her spellbound children stories. The shadows on the 
wall would leap higher as the candles sank, and we 
would cling ever closer to Bobba. Then, one by one, the 
kerosine lamp and the candles went out, and a thick, 
almost tangible darkness set in. This was a signal for 
Bobba Faig'el to begin a story about King Dovid, the 
narrative interwoven with the proper pesukim from Tehil
lim, and we felt much safer. After all, didn't Tehillim 
protect one from all evil? From the next room we could 
hear Zeide learning Gemora by heart, and we were cer
tain that the shadows on the wall were Malochim (angels, 
no less!). Who else could fly around in a house where 
Tehillim resounds in one room and Gemora in the other? 

The same scene was repeated the next evening, after 
Shalosh Se'udos. As the lengthening shadows gave way to 
darkness, Bobba was always ready with a story that 
stretched until it was night, and she said, "Gott Fun 
Avrohom," the famous lefilla that women say before the 
Shabbos Queen departs .... Thus were Bobba Ma'ases 
transmitted. 

Then came progress, and electricity was installed in 
private homes. As far as stories are concerned, it was 
regression. For a while, stories did continue to flourish, 
for electricity was expensive; but not for long. 

~In contemporary America, with cheap power and 
Shabbos clocks, there is no darkness, not even on the long 
winter nights, and the Bobba Maases have vanished from 

3 Placed at the entrance of every shu/ in Europe was a stack of 
Siddurim, Chumashim, and a box of glasses. Those in need picked the 
pair of glasses that fit best, to return after davenen. This type of 
"prescription fitting" was not only an Old Country phenomenon. In 
the more advanced USA, the shu/ '"Brillen"box was also a fixture; only 
people of means bought their glasses-in the Five-and-Dime store, 
for 50¢ a pair. (The more affluent in Europe had their own glasses, 
too, including Bobba Faig'el.) 
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the scene. No one has time to tell stories or to listen, for 
"time is money." 

Transformation 

In a way, Bobba Ma'ases and story-telling are still with 
us, except that they have become transformed into 
literature. In spite of cultural changes and philosophical 
pretentions, the basic purpose of all literature has 
remained true to its source-telling stories. The writers 
have invented tricks and techniques, refined their craft, 
and raised it to an "art-form." But, alas, these are not 
our stories and not our writers. 4 They may make mil
lions, they may receive Nobel Prizes, and they may 
write in all languages including in Yiddish or Hebrew, 
but they are not telling our stories, for they are full of 
vulgarity, murder, betrayal, infidelity, falsehood, and 
filth. 

Strange how all these writers who invented these 
fictions in their perverted minds think that they are 
educators and that they are preserving culture from the 
past from vanishing. They "educate" the reader with 
their filth, and distort a beautiful society, which had 
graced simple humanity with sanctity, by projecting it in 
ugly, defamatory images. 

The hollowness of their rationalizations becomes 
clear, through a story: 

Two men died and !hey knocked on the gales of Heaven lo 
enter. "What makes you think you are entitled to enter the 
Gan Eiden?" they were asked 

"Because," they said, "in our life below, we influenced 
people to improve." One said he is a writer of books and plays; 
he always fried to portray the good and evil in people. In that 
way he educated the public to choose good. The other, an actor, 
claimed that on stage, he, too, educated people on how to aspire 
for goodness and to condemn evil. They were told to wait while 
their claims were examined .. .. After a while the reply came: 
"We checked out your defense, and it's just as you said. 
Continue to waif here, and as soon as one person enters these 
gates, inspired by your efforts, you may enter·with him!" 

The poor chaps have been waiting there for close to a 
hundred years. 

Using the Story Well 

Whether writing an article or delivering a speech, one 
often has the need to proffer a lollypop, to make people 
receptive to an idea or to clarify a point. First, one must 
find a proper story: A hush will fall on even the most 
sophisticated of audiences as they open their ears and 
their minds to the tale you spin. Do not neglect your 
research: When was the story born? How and why? 
When did the incident take place? Under what circum-

~The Bobba Ma'ase at its finest is still alive and well-not only in 
Olomeinu, but in ArtScroll, which published several volumes of The 
Best of Olomeinu; and right here in Baltimore, where the author of the 
Dov Dov Series lives. 
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Did you know that it costs S 1 .86 for every 
hour of Learning in a Yeshivah Gedolah? Yes. 
When you take into account the cost of 
seforim, rabbeim, rent and utilities that's what 
it costs for each individual hour of Torah 
Learning per student. 

And as far as we' re concerned, it's worth 
every penny. 

At Taste of Torah we've set out to bring 
quality Learning into every home. Each Sun
day evening for one very special hour we 
broadcast Torah into the homes of 10,000 
people. At that rate the cost for each 
individual hour of Learning has been reduced 
to a mere 12'. In these inflationary times that's 
a unique achievement. 

But it's not enough. 

We want to bring the cost of Learning down 
still more. And it's up to you. All you have to 
do is turn your radio on to WEVD FM on 
Sunday evenings at 9:00. 

What should you daven for c 1 Rost:i 
Hashonoh; How happy does :he Torah want 
you to be; Are we educating our children 
correctly; What is Chasidus all about ... 
You'll explore these and other topics with the 
Bostoner Rebbe, Rav Yaakov Weinber-9,_Babbi 
Berel Wein, Rav Noach Weinberg and other 
leading Torah figures. 

So don't miss out. Tune in this Sunday and every 
Sunday for the biggest bargain in learning. 

"A TASTE OF TORAH" 

• EVERY SUNDAY EVENING 
9-10 PM, WEVD 98 FM 
L1s1ene1s can enrer new H<il<'!Cha Quiz Contes! 

<1nd wu1 complete An Scroll Tanach Senes 

CREATIVE. COURTESY J.J. GROSS & CO. 



Looking for an 
alternative to EL AL? 

Now you can fly to 
Israel 

with 

Perfect Travel 
Prices start as low as 

$599. round trip. 

For information and instant reservations, call: 

PERFECT TRAVEL 
(212) 227-6520 

26 Canal Street, New York, NY 

THE DAIRY aerves lhe mosl dellclou• and 
PLANET wldeal auortmenl of dairy and 

vegetarian dishes. 

THE DAIRY has Ila own bakery. Enjoy our 
PLANET danish, paslrlea, and cakes 

baked fresh dally. 

THE DAIRY has a prlvale dining room for 
PLANET 1emlnar1, conferences, meet

ings, Sheva Brochos, etc. 200 
Seat dining capacity 

THE DAIRY dellvera outgoing ordera 
PLANET ($5.00 min.) 

OPEN MON.-THURS. lOAM-10 PM, FRI. lOAM-3 PM 

182 BROADWAY iCOR JOHN ST I 
CALL RIGHT NOW FOR INFORMATION 

227-8252 

The )t'wish Ohsrrwr/Ocloher. 19H2 

stances, and in what environment? Then use your imag
ination. You'll find yourself telling a story with great 
flavor, enriched with many details. The reader or lis
tener will be yours, receptive to your idea. 

While the popular saying advises: "One picture is 
worth a thousand words," Jews say: "riioi:ino ni~liiN Let
ters make wise." To others, a picture may well be the 
most efficient form of speed reading, for it spares them 
all those excess words. We too accept that a picture can 
be informative, but one must be an expert to ''read" a 
picture properly, to absorb its every detail, to get its full 
impact. But letters make everyone wise-take note: not 
words, but letters. Sometimes one letter can change the 
entire meaning of a word. Only letters can spell out all 
the details, a far cry from speed reading that trains the 
eye to select one word from a line, two sentences from a 
paragraph, missing flavor, nuances, and sometimes 
even the main message of the article. 

(That does not mean that a writer can spread out 
extravagantly all over the page. Remember, writing is 
easy, erasing is the hardest. If you don't erase, you may 
be sure that the editor will, and he is merciless!) 

The Midrash says: "How many pens were broken, 
how many ink bottles were consumed, to write about 
things that have never happened" (Tanchuma, Shoflim: 
18). If you must use fiction to get an idea across, be a 
thinker, not one of the parrots that are competing with 
one another for the little time available for reading. 
They try to win the reader's attention by outdoing one 
other in vulgarity and shock. The world has enough 
parrots, but thinkers are in terribly short supply. The 
thinker who has timeless wisdom or sparkling insights 
to share, and makes them come alive with a good old
fashioned story, is rare and worth his weight in printers' 
i~. cr 
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I RABBI CHAIM $. KRINSKY 
0 ... 05 BESSEMUND AVE. 

OCKAWAV, NEW YORK 11691 
(212) 327-8595 
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A subsidiary of 
United Mizrahi Bank LTD., 
Israel 

At Rockefeller Center or 
The Empire State Building 
UMB Means Business. 

Commercial banking is easier now that New Yorkers have a 
choice. They can bank uptown or downtown at UMB Bank & Trust 
Company. 

Whether your commercial interests stretch across town or across 
oceans, UMB crafts its multitude of services to meet your special 
needs. And, there are so many services-commercial loans, 
domestic and international money market operations, import· 
export arrangements, letters of credit and many more. 

As we are increasing our branches, we are increasing the scope 
and flexibility of UMB. So, besides adding a new location, we're 
adding more of the finest commercial and international banking 
professionals to tailor our services to your business needs. 

Service and knowledge-it's our special combination that has 
made us a top choice here in New York and worldwide. Remember, 
banking with UMB means business. 

Closed on all Jewish Holidays. 

~'\UMBBANK 
~:J AND TRUST COMPANY 

Head Office 
Rockefeller Center 
630 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10111 
212·541 ·8070 

Established in 1923 
Worldw:ae Assets 
Exceed $3 Billion 

Empire State Branch 
350 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10118 
212·94 7 ·3611 

Depositors Now Insured 
Up To $100,000 
Member FDIC 

!lllJil' __ 



... you say cheese with a smile. 
?~---

When you'd like to serve .. §"'. /(' 8 ';!'/TZERLA 

those you love most, a /~ 
delicacy, make it ./ 

SchmerlingSwiss- .. ~· 
the finest cheese 

in the world. 
Taste the creamy richness of 

Schmerling' s Gruyere or the subtle delicacy 
of Emmental Swiss. You'll want to try 

!!!!~every variety of 
Schmerling's. All 

Schmerling cheese 
products are 
Cholov Yisrael 

and maintain 
~~ii~) the highest standards 
b of kashruth 

and quality. 

IMPORTED BYT MM TOV FOODS INC, BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11223 
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HOME 
ATTENDANTS 

needed for 

HOUSEKEEPING AND 
PERSONAL CARE 

for the 

DISABLED AND 
HOMEBOUND 

good pay and benefits 
Soro Park, Bensonhurst and 

Flatbush Area 
full-time live in positions only 

Project OHR Inc. 
(Office for Homecare Referral) 
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3920 13th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11218 

853-2700 

Pincus Mandel 
Cemetery Consultant 

Representative of Chevros 
Kadisha in Jerusalem 

with karka on Har Hazaitim, San
hedria and Har Hamnuchot; also 
sole agent for the "ADMAT KO
DESH" Cemetery in SEFAT, near 
the " TZIYON" of R'PINCHAS 
Ben YAIR and MERON Cemetery, 
in the vicinity of the "OHEL" of 
R'SHIMON BAR YOCHAI. Karka 
also available on all other COM
MUNITY-OWNED Cemeteries in 
Eretz Yisrael, controlled and main
tained by the CHEVRA KADISHA 
of the COMMUNITY ... Not a 
PRIVATELY-OWNED BUSI
NESS. 

1569 4 7th Street 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219 
Day and Night Phone 

(212) 855-5121 
Honesty - Integrity -

Responsibility 
Over 30 Years of Dedicated Service to 

the Orthodox Jewish Community 

second looks 
at the jewish scene 

Lebanese 
Aftermath 

As Israel tries to disengage itself 
from its Lebanese involvement, 
many questions hang unresolved. 
We do not see our role as offering a 
final assessment of the "Operation 
Peace for Galilee," but several points 
are obvious and beg for comment. 

While we Jews accept the fact that 
we must answer to a higher moral
ity, this does not give license to 
other nations to use this standard as 
a basis for condemnation. Like the 
whole world, we are anguished by 
the terror the Phalangists inflicted 
on the Palestinians in Sabra and 
Shatila camps while they were under 
Israeli control-no matter whether 
the Israelis were guilty of deliberate 
complicity, or criminal neglect, or 
were only unwittingly involved. But 
no one accuses even one Israeli sol
dier of pulling the trigger even once. 
By contrast, which accusing nation 
has clean hands? The Turks who 
killed a million Armenians? Ameri
cans, who carpet-bombed Cambo
dia? Russia, who still has troops sta
tioned in Afghanistan, where they 
killed hundreds of thousands of civ
ilians? Germany, who was guilty of 
modern history's worst atrocity 
against humanity-and now, inci
dentally, claims vindication of its 
crime because "the sons of our vic
tims are now guilty of the same 
sins!" Israel may have fallen short of 
the lofty standard it aspires for, but 
it still has no reason to feel inferior 
among the other members of the 

community of nations, for we still 
stand well above them. 

At this point, accepting that our 
Jewish standard of conduct always 
demands self-examination, this pro
cess must take place under the dis
creet conditions that exclude public 
expose in an atmosphere that reeks 
of verbal lynching, or politically
inspired witch hunting. The Cha
fetz Chaim's Shmims Halashon, the 
codification of laws prohibiting slan
der, makes no allowances for jour
nalistic coups or partisan politics. 
Yes, private sins or armies' errors 
are to be accounted for, but not in 
the world arena, or in the cut-throat 
atmosphere of Israeli politics. 

fi 
I LOST 
I AND MUST BE FOUND 

!Thousands have been lost to cults, missionar~ 
ies, intermarriage, and assimilation. 

CHIZUK-an agency of Agudath Israel World 
Organization is doing something about it 
through outreach activities-adult study classes 
-seminars-campus programs-counseling
publkations. 

We roust expand our staff of volunteers and 
urgently i,ieed capable people who have a feel~ 
ingfor Kiruv, to help out in the following areas: 

e giving classes 
e campus activites 
e artwork 
e counseling 
e home hospitality program 
• office work 
• publications 
land more. 
• but mainly giving classes 

INTERESTED lN HELPING OUT 
OR lN MORE lNFORMAT~lON! 

CALL (212) 791-1848 

GET INVOLVED .4 
"The Torah Link' 

"':""""''''._..., .. ,""""'"',_,".~ '!.\~ 
FtY.,~kmu!St-1 r N~wYorl<,N.Y.100381 --~-~:" 

Thr Jrwi . .;h Obscrt'a/Odolier, 1982 
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A Tor ah-view of life does have 
Torah imperatives, calling for a 
higher level of existence, and it is on 
such a level that fault must be 
found. One venerable scholar sadly 
shook his head at the universal con
demnation of Israel for permitting 
the Phalangists to enter the refugee 
camps. "I accept Sharon's claim that 
he never anticipated the savage be
havior of the Lebanese Christians. 
Nonetheless, we are guilty of chi/ul 
Hashem, even though it was inin
tended," he said. "But when our 
government has permitted its na
tional airline to fly on Shabbos for 
years, that is a deliberate chilu/ Ha
shem. Can one argue that the de
liberate one does not beget the inad
vertant one?" 

Another sage commented on" our 
inadequate concern over the flow of 
Jewish blood, bringing on our heads 
(collectively) the blame for the blood 
of others, not so innocent, that we 
did not shed." 

On the highest level, we are ac
countable to G-d to lead a Torah 
existence as a Torah nation. When 
we succeed, security considerations 
and material needs fall into place. If 
we rely on the efficacy of our propa
ganda efforts to keep our name 
clear, then we are amiss in under
standing our role as G-d's emissary 
on earth. ~'i'. 

MOVE TO 
Paramus, New Jersey 

Shiu rim 

Thurs. Eves: Gemora Shabbos by 

RABBI H. SCHACTER 
Rosh Hakoll,el, Yeshivas 

Rabbeinu Yitzchok Elchanan 

Call: David Lehmann (201) 261-3136 

(212) 929-2395 

Transportation available from N. Y. 

E·SHEllY 
:; lADli 
- •dlestra = 438-3402 

Thr Jewish Ohser-l'nlOrlober, 19B2 

. . . : . . . . . . • 
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Horav Yaakov 
Yitzchok Ruderman, 

~·~·'iw 

Horav Yaakov 
Kamenetzky, t1:"c•'iw 

<''"vw·l "1.,iiO ri~ .ni~ii 1.,.l.,1] ,.,ii," 
$35.00 SAVINGS FOR 

AGUDATH ISRAEL MEMBERS! 
Agudah Members can now receive four full color 8x10 photographs of the 
"Ziknei" Moetzes Gedolei Torah at an unbelievably low price. 

These original shots are actual photos developed by the newest "CIBA
CHROME" method and are of the highest quality available today. 
Suitable for framing-an adornment for house or office. 

This $50 value is being offered to JEWISH OBSERVER subscribers for only $35, 
and to paid members of Agudath Israel for only $15-

A SAVINGS OF $35.00!! 
There is a limited number of photos available, so don't delay! 

Bluzhover Rebbe, 
~"~''ilQ 

o Yes! Please rusn me lour. lull color Photos ol the "Ziknei" Moetzes 
Gedolai Torah, suitable lorlraming. I've checked off the appropriate box 
and made a check payable to Agudath Israel 

Mail to: Moet;:es Pictures. Suite 910, 5 Beekman Street. New York, NY 10038 

1. o Paid member 5742 (membership#, _____ ""='-=----
only $15 

2. o non member-only $50 
3. 0 JEWISH OSSERVER subscriber-only $35 
4. D 5743 membership enclosed-only $25 for membership plus 

$15 for photos 
Total $40 

plus $1.00lor postage & packaging $1.00 
Total enclosed 

Name ___________________ _ 

Address ---------
City, State, Zip. 

D Payment Enclosed 

D Charge my credit card O MasterCard 0 Visa 

Account No. aJDtI:lIJLI](]J[[J[[J[] 

Expiration date DD (month) DD (year) 

Signature ________ _ 

We are sorry, but due to high bank chargas, all payments must be made in 

US dollars. drawn on a US bank. -
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c.2J1ATANA 
yALLERJ' 

Exquisite Chanuka Gifts; Menorahs; 
Jewelry; Personalized Challah Covers, 
Tallis Bags and Yarmulkas; Jewish 
Books,Judaica; Taleisim, Metuzos, and 
Lots More--

All at Super Discount Prices. 
Open Sunday and Wednesday 

11:00 A.M. • 6:00 P.M. 
Other Times by Appointment. 

Week before Chanukah, 
open every day. 

1163 East 10th Street 
Bet. Kand L 

252·1222 

-
~ 

... 

HADERECH, 97 Stamford Hill 
London N16 5TR, England 

Enclosed please find my remittance of $10 
incl. surface mail postage ($8 extra for 
airmail) in payment of my subscription to 
Haderech for six issues. 
NAME------------
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Reflections On Silence 
Aaron D. T werski 

An article extolling the virtues of 
shmiras halashon (guarding one's 
tongue) would hardly be a likely 
topic for this author. One's personal 
virtues and moral accomplishments 
in this regard must be without blem
ish in order to even broach the topic. 
Otherwise it would be presump
tuous-indeed, arrogant-to lecture 
others as to the evils of the "un
guarded tongue." My faults are too 
many to permit me to speak to the 
issue. 

However, through no tzidkus on 
my part, I was compelled to indulge 
in first a complete and then a partial 
Taanis Hadibur (oral fast). After sev
eral weeks of severe laryngitis, I 
learned that I had a polyp on my 
vocal chords. When treatment 
through medication and complete 
silence did not cure the condition, 
the polyp was surgically removed. 
Baruch Hashem it was benign and it is 
healing well. But, in toto, I was silent 
for almost three full weeks (pre- and 
post-surgery), and then told to speak 
sparingly for another week or two 
before resuming normal teaching 
activities. Fortunately, my Taanis 
Hadibur coincided with Chodesh Elul 
leading some of my friends to believe 
in my instant conversion into a 
tzadik. Having just lived through the 
experience, I thought it worthwhile 
to share some of my reflections. 

How does one communicate if 
one cannot talk? The answer is 
obviously with pen and paper. Try it 
for a day and note the difference. A 
word ceases being an oral exclama
tion from one's mouth. It becomes a 
thing (a cheftza). It is not only the 
trouble that it takes to write some
thing down. That is the smallest 
part of it. It is the consciousness that 
what one is saying has permanence. 
It is indelibly etched on paper. 
Thoughts that I would not hesitate 

Or. Twerski, profe55orof law at Hofstra Univer
sity, is a musmach of Ye sh iv as Ner Israel of Balfimore. 

to verbalize I was reluctant to reduce 
to writing. The glib remark, the cyn
ical observation, the casting of as
pertions ever so slight, become gro
tesque when reduced to writing. 

The anger. I am not known for 
my even disposition. It is altogether 
too easy for me to let off steam. But 
the number of matters left unsaid 
were in retrospect sizable. Speech 
was not instantaneous but planned. 
It is wonderous what several min
utes will do for one's anger! Several 
hours are guaranteed to salve even 
the most outrageous calumnies. 

When the doctor gave the go
ahead for some conversation, I lived 
through a week in which I had to 
pick and choose what was really 
important and what could be left 
unsaid. This rationing process forced 
me to prioritize. If I had only X 
number of words to utilize, they had 
best be planned because I might use 
up my ration and be left with rather 
important matters that I could later 
not attend to verbally. 

The tone of conversation was to 
be measured. I was to talk; never to 
scream. Such were the doctor's or
ders. And to violate the doctor's 
orders would put the surgery and 
my teaching livelihood in peril. 

The audience for whom this is 
written does not need citation to 
Talmudic and Rabbinic sources for 
all the propositions that I have men
tioned. I bear witness that one need 
not be a Chafetz Chaim to fulfill them. 
But it is sad that my physician's gen
tle orders accomplished results that 
the stern words of Chazal had not. 
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CV! The Most Prestigious Name in Training 

COMPUTER PROGRAMMERS 
NOW OFFERS BOTH: 

QUALITY AND CONVENIENCE 
Cope Vocational Institute (CVI) 
now offers its unique 
computer programming training 
in its new Boro Park center. 

You can now, near your home, 
enjoy the best in Computer Training: 

• Training on a state-of-the-art IBM mainframe computer 
• Emphasis on COBOL - the most widely used programming language 
• Comprehensive program includes INTRO, BASIC, BAL and JCL 

And above all: CV/ has an unbeaten track record of 
placement in good jobs in major corporations, such as: 

ADP 
AT&T 
AMERICAN EXPRESS 
BACHE 
BANKERS TRUST 
BAHUCH COLLEGE 
BEAR.STEARNS 
BLUE CROSSiBLUE SHIELD 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

CGA 
CHASE MANHATTAN BANK 
CITY COMPTROLLERS OFFICE 
COLUMBIA PRESBYTERIAN 
CONTROL DATA CORPORATION 
COOPERS & LYBRAND 
DEAN WITTER REYNOLDS 
DUN & BRADSTREET 
EQUITABLE LIFE ASSURANCE CO 

EXXON 
FEDERAL RESERVE BANK 
HEALTH !NFORMAT!ON SYSTEMS 
HOME INSURANCE 
IBM 
!RV!NG TRUST COMPANY 
MANUFACTURERS HANOVER TRUST 
MARSH & McLENNAN 
MONTEFIORE HOSP!T AL 

NEW CLASSES BEGIN NOVEMBER 15 
WHEN YOU STUDY AT CVI, YOU HAVE A BETTER CHANCE 
FOR BETTER JOBS AND CONSTANT CAREER ADVANCEMENT_ 

Brooklyn Division: 
4419 18th Avenue. Brooklyn. NY 11204 

(212) 436-1700 
Separate classes for nwn and women 

The Jewish Obseroer!October, 1982 

FINANCIAL AID AVAILABLE 
FOR ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS 

Cope Vocational Institute 
The Quality school with a Proven record. 
5 Beekman Street. New York, NY 10038 

Licensed by the N Y State Education Department 
Accredited by The Association of Independent Colleges and Schools 
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Letters to the Editor ically calm down, but also my almost 
constant body and joint pain ceased. 

The Rosh Yeshiva and 
the Time Factors at Weddings 

To the Editor: 
An extra tingle made a round trip 

on my spine. After seeing the cover 
portrait of our late revered and 
beloved Rosh HaYeshiva, Hagaon 
Harav Shneur Kotler 7 11~T in your 
Summer, '82 issue, I came across the 
article "Notes on a Jewish Wedding." 

How vivid is my memory of hear
ing these very words uttered by the 
Rosh Ha Yeshiva '?"1! time and time 
again as he sat waiting for a chasuna 
procession to begin! His frustration 
at times took the form of stating to 
his neighbors, also busy Manhigim: 
''Vu nempt men dee breila pleifzos, gorem tzu 
zain azoi fil bitul zman? Drei hundred 45 
minutes, vail de caterer oder photographer is 
nocht nish grail' (who can be big 
enough to account for 345 minutes 
because the caterer or photographer 
isn't ready!)" 

Further, should one want to know 
Daas Torah regarding the subject of 
excessive luxuries at Chasunas, let 
him recall the late Rosh Ha Yeshiva's 
fiery droshos at the Agudath Israel 
Convention, when he cried out in 
anguish at the meaningless waste of 
thousands of dollars for an hour's 
worth of pleasure look at floral cen
terpieces (pleasure, if you're not 
allergic or footing the bill). 

My special thanks for the article, a 
wonderful "Chazoras Hashiur" of the 
Rosh Ha Yeshiva's thoughts on con
temporary problems. 
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YISROEL E. SHEMANO 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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Dov Dov, the Dreidle
Not Overpriced 

To the Editor: 
Dov Dov would like to thank your 

reviewer for his high praise of our 
latest book The Mysterious Shadow (JO 
May '82). 

While, based on your reviewer's 
approbation, a corresponding higher 
price might be in order, we would, 
nevertheless, like to reassure your 
readers that The Mysterious Shadow is 
still only $2.75, not $12.75 as quoted 
in the article-evidently a typogra
phical error. Also, ... oy /ish'cheino, 
Feldheim's The Dangerous Dreidel Ride 
was quoted as costing $12.50. I 
imagine that is also incorrect. 

Y AAKOV WEINBERG 
Baltimore, Md. 

Feldheim's Dreidel is also a bargain, at 
$2.50. The Editor 

The Shmura Matza Problem 
For Allergic Jews And a Solution 

To the Editor: 
I have been a very allergic person 

all my life. 
After eating wheat products I've 

suffered severe sinus headaches, and 
body and joint pains. When I re
frained from eating any wheat pro
ducts for some time, not only did my 
whole system emotionally and phys-

' 

The allergy testing laboratories 
had not tested me for any reaction 
to wheat. They did not even list such 
an item on the report sent to my 
doctor. 

After some experimentation (with 
rye and barley) the only grain pro
ducts I now eat are oat products. To 
date I have not locted any spelt 
grain. 

Two years ago I located a friend 
with a private matzah oven. He 
guided me and other (allergic) friends 
in the purchasing of grain and uten
sils needed for the production of oat 
matzos. Since we were less than ten 
families our total cost came to $30 
per pound. I'm sure that had we had 
more people sharing the great ex
pense of the utensils, the cost could 
have been reduced. 

This year I couldn't locate an oven 
so I had to eat whole-wheat matzah. 
After three days of eating one large 
kezayis at each meal my body was 
screaming in pain. Even though dur
ing Chol Hamoed I ate no matzah or 
other grain product, my pains were 
still great. Therefore, I asked a 
she'eila, and ate only the smallest 
kezayis possible for the last Yorn Tov 
days. But I still had much body pain 

Photocards of 
Gedolei Yisroel 

35 glossy, postcard size 
(3y," x Sy,'') portraits of 

Gedolei Yisroel 
for your set, send $4 
to: Photocards 

Agudath Israel of America 
5 Beekman Street 
NYC 10038 

Are you going to Israel? 
Your visit to the Holy Land will have more meaning when you utilize 

the free touring information service available from: 
Tourist Department 

Agudath Israel World Organlzetfo11 
5 Rechov Shomre Hakosel (opposite Klkar Hacherut) 

Jerusalem, 02-223-357 
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for over a week after Yorn T ov. The 
pollen season started immediately 
after Pesach, and I had an awful time 
due to the sensitivity caused by the 
wheat. 

I'm interested in locating any and 
all other persons who seek oat, rye, 
and possibly spelt matzah for next 
Pesach. I've found someone who can 
set up baking for us. Therefore, I 
need to know immediately how 
many people need shmurah matzah 
from non-wheat grains so that I 
may purchase the appropriate grain 
now. This information is necessary 
immediately at 212-998-1577 be
tween 6 PM and 10 PM Sun. to 
Thurs. 

L.Y. LIPSON 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Fail Safe Marriage Contract 

To the Editor: 
As perhaps an appropriate foot

note to the excellent Jewish Observer 
issue on marriage, I would like to call 
your attention to the pressing prob
lem of the many women who are 
unable to obtain Gittin from their 
husbands. 

For the past several years I have 
had the chassan and kallah sign an 
agreement, which remains in my 
possession, whenever I am the Me
sader Kiddushin. 

1 have been told by lawyers that 
this agreement is legally binding; 

Hebrew Afx:Jderrr.,of develondpub
lishes oYer 50.EducotiC>nol Items for 
Hebrew Doy Schools. 

Cototog sent upon request. 
Send $1.00 for handling to: 

HEBREW ACADEMY 
PUBLICATIONS DEPT. 

1860 South Taylor Rd. 
Cleveland Hel .15, Ohio 44118 
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and I have in my possession a letter 
from K"t:''IW r't:.Wl~'tl iiWO :iii 1i0 
(Rabbi Moshe Feinstein) saying that 
there is no problem of ;iw•;:;o t:J with 
this agreement. 

The text reads as follows: 
iiO':t!' iiVi: C'C':oo O"inn ·1lK 

i''r1 K'l:J iiJirir1ii ii1K OKW 
n~'~' ilOt:: ir1K '7: TK iii~tl 'i''7 
::l:J):' K'ii ('l'\'itl) i": iii~'W ii07 

-1:: i~K: jiii~~ t:l '7:iJ'7C iK irl''?O 

'i:) C:i'ii iiW';:l ('7"lii) i":ii ii'i~~ 
It is of course beneficial to specify 

some established Beis Din rather 
than just any unspecified Beis Din. 

I would also like to add that no 
couple has ever objected to signing 
this agreement, nor has raising this 
issue upset the happy mood at the 
wedding. 

(Rabbi) J ECHIEL !. PERR 
Far Rockaway, N. Y. 

Your Assuranee 
of the Highest 

Quality Kosber@and 
Superb Taste. 

/i 
__ _J 
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AGUDA TH ISRAEL CONVENTION Will BE HUGE 
GATHERING OF TORAH LEADERS 

The deans of the major rabbinic seminaries 
in the country, Chassidic Rebbes, Rabbis. 
eminent educators and lay activists will make 
up an unusual gathering of the nation's 
Tor ah leaders at the forthcoming 60th na
tional convention of Agudath Israel of Amer
ica, which opens Thursday, November 25th, 
at the Rye Town Hilton in Port Chester, New 
York. The presence of such a prestigious 
Torah leadership will serve as the background 
for the convention's major theme, "Let Your 
Deeds Inspire Love of Hashem," (taken from 
Yuma 86-Shetehei Shem Shomayim Mis
ahev Al Yodecho). The highlight of the con
vention will be the addresses of these Tor ah 
leaders, including members of the Moetzes 
Gedolei Ha Torah (Council of Torah Sages) of 
Agudath Israel. 

In addition to coming to grips with some of 
the current concerns of the Orthodox Jewish 
community, the convention will also mark 
two impressive milestones. It will help cele
brate the 60th anniversary of the national 
Torah coalition with an eye towards planning 
its agenda for future years. The conclave will 
also mark the completion of the 8th cycle of 
the popular worldwide Talmud study pro
gram, the Oaf Yomi (Folio-a-Day), a concept 
first introduced by the pre-war head of the 
Yeshiva Chachmei Lublin, Rabbi Meir Sha
piro, at the first Knessia Gedolah (World 
Congress) of Agudath Israel in Vienna in 
1923. 

The convention will open on Thursday 
afternoon, November 25th, with a tribute to 
the late Rosh Yeshiva of Beth Medrash Cov
oha, Rabbi Shneur Kotler, who was a dis
tinguished member of the Moetzes Cedolei 
Ha Torah. In its first session, the convention 
will ventilate the theme by raising the ques-

tion "ls Orthodoxy Living Up To Its Charge?" 
That evening, at a festive banquet thousands 
of guests will join the convention delegates to 
mark the Siyum (completion) of the Daf 
Yomi. This coincides with the day that Jews 
throughout the world will begin the studv 
the first tractate of the Talmud-Brochos__:_ 
for the ninth cyde of the Oaf Yomi. 

Before the convention ushers in the inspir
ing Torah atmosphere of the Shabbos, it will 
have an opportunity to deliberate on some of 
the key concerns of the religious yishuv in 
Israel at its Friday morning session. On 
Shabbos itself, the Rye Town Hilton trans
forms into a huge Bais Medrash, in which 
addresses by Tor ah leaders traditionally help 
inspire the assembled. At a special session on 
Friday night, the convention will focus on 
"The Torah Community Looks Inward." 

At the keynote session on Motzoei Shab
bos, the convention will take the shape of 
a huge Torah demonstration as thousands of 
Jews join the huge crowd already assembled 
over the entire convention. The session will 
be followed with a festive Melave Malke. 

On Sunday morning, Agudath Israel will 
elect a new administration and adopt impor
tant resolutions. In its final plenary session 
the convention will deliberate on the topic of 
"ls Orthodox Unity-the Dream of Agudath 
Israel's Founders-Attainable?" 

With reservations rapidly filling the allot
ted space in the huge Rye Town Hilton com
plex, the convention committee urged all 
people that may still be interested in partici
pating to make their reservations imme
diately. As in the past years, N'shei Agudath 
Israel, Agudath Israel's women's organiza
tion, will conduct separate sessions at the 
convention. 

POPULAR RAV CARLEBACH SHIUR TO RESUME 
The popular weekly shiur given by Horav 

Shlomo Carlebach, formerly Mashgiach 
Ruchni of Mesivta Rabbeinu Chaim Berlin, is 
resuming as of Thursday night October 28, it 
was announced by Rabbi Labish Becker, 
director of Reshet Shiruei Tor ah the sponsor 
of the shiur. 

Each week Rav Car!ebach's penetrating 
insight and exciting delivery lead the partici
pants to a deeper understanding of the tre
mendous wisdom inherent in the Parshas 
Hashavua. Rav Carlebach is available after 
the shiur for questions. 

The shiur is located in the Beis Medrash of 
the Agudath Israel of Flatbush South, 803 
Kings Highway, Brooklyn (adjacent to Aper
ion). It is held each Thursday throughout the 
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winter at 8:15 P.M. and is followed by Maariv 
at 9:30 P.M. There is no admission charge. 
For more information, call the Reshet office 
791-1821. 

Young Yerushalmi had heart at
tack. His wife takes care of him 
and 7 children under 14. Need is 
great. Kindly send tax deduct
ible contribution to: 

-

Bikur Cholim Inc., c/o 
RABBI AVROHOM 
BLUMENKRANTZ 

814 Caffrey Ave., 
Far Rockaway, N. Y. 11691 

ORTHODOX LAUNCH DRIVE 
AGAINST LASHON HORA 

An intensive public campaign to induce 
Orthodox Jews to study the laws of "Sh'miras 
Haloshon" (guarding the tongue from slan
der) was recently launched by the Committee 
on Education and Religious Observance of 
the Agudath Israel World Organization out 
of its New York headquarters. The commit
tee, under the chairmanship of the noted 
educator Rabbi Joseph Elias, is disseminating 
a 96 page book on the laws of "Sh'miras Halo
s hon" in memory of the late Rosh Yeshiva of 
Beth Medrash Govoha, Rabbi Shneur Kotler, 
whose proposal for a worldwide drive against 
speaking evil was unanimously adopted at 
the last Knessia Gedolah (World Congress) of 
the Agudath Israel World Organization in 
Jerusalem. 

Rabbi Kotler had then appealed to world 
Jewry to study the laws of "Sh'miras Halo
shon" until the refraining of speaking ill of 
another person becomes an integral part of a 
person's thought processes. In one of the last 
public addresses of the eminent Tor ah scho
lar before his untimely death, he said that 
acceptance of his plan would "remove the 
root cause of divisiveness amongst Orthodox 
Jews, which does so much harm to the Torah 
community throughout the world." 

The special publication issued by Agudath 
lsrael-"Hikhos Loshon Horah U'Rechilus"
has already been integrated in the official 
curriculum of many yeshivos and Beth Jacob 
schools in the U.S.A. and in the Chinuch 
Atzmai school system in Israel. The sefer, 
written by an outstanding young Talmid 
Chochom, Rabbi Kalman Krohn of the 
Lakewood Kolle!, is in an easily understand
able Hebrew suitable for study by students 
and laymen alike. The text is based upon the 
classic work of the sainted Chofetz Chaim 
who wrote extensively on this subject. 

The New York office of the World Agudah 
has stepped up its efforts to distribute this 
sefer in memory of Rabbi Kotler, the Lake
wood Rosh Yeshiva. It is available from the 
Publication Department, Agudath Israel 
World Organization, 5 Beekman Street, New 
York, New York 10038, by sending $1.00 to 
cover postage and handling charges. 

You're reading 
THE JEWISH OBSERVER, 
but what do you 
"listen" to? 
To hear what's happening in 
the Torah community, tune in 
to Agudath Israel on the air. 
WEVD 1330 AM and 97. 9FM 
9:30 PM every Motzaei Shabbos 
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4,000 VISIT ONE DAY "EXHIBIT ON ORTHODOXY" 

Over 4,000 people visited a one day"Exhibit 
on Orthodoxy" consisting of vignettes of the 
growth and development of American Or
thodoxy in a project sponsored by the Or
thodox Jewish Archives of Agudath Israel of 
America. The exhibit, which was held in the 
auditorium of the Beth Jacob of Baro Park on 
Chol Hamoed Succos, October 6th, contained 
more than 100 photographs on Jewish life in 
Europe and America from the turn of the 
century until the 1960's. It included unusual 
photographs of old synagogues and Torah 

E??MEl 
CHILDREN'S HOME 
0 11il llJ""T11j7 7i1N 

The foremost child care ond family 
service agency in the country under 
Torah auspices serving the special 
needs of more rhan 600 children an
nually .through the metropolitan area 
is privileged ro honor its 

AV RACHAMAN 
AWAl\DEE 

MORRIS J. ZAKHEIM 
AISHES CHA YIL 

AWAl\DEE 
VENEZIA ZAKHEIM 

CHESED AWAl\DEES 
MR. &MR5. 

ERNEST BERKOWITZ 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 
AWAl\DEES 

COLPA (Commission On 
Law & Public Affairs) 
V AAD HARABONIM 

OF QUEENS 

CELEBRATE OUR 
BAR MITZVAH YEAR 

WITH US 
For reservations or placing ads in our Dinner 
Jou mo I, pleose write or call ourodmin!strot
ive office at: 
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giants of the past, many seen by the public for 
the very first time. 

The documents on exhibit featured letters 
and other materials from the rescue and 
relief effort of the Orthodox community dur
ing and after World War IL as well as news
paper articles and reports from Knessios 
Gedolos of the Agudath Israel World Or
ganization. 

In addition, featured was an audio-visual 
presentation on the Esrog produced by Rabbi 
Eli Teitelbaum. 

"T"O:i 
You ore COrdiol/y . . 

1nv1ted 
to attend our 

THIRTEENTH ANNUAL 

5 DINNER 
undoy o 

, ecember 5, 1982 
Ot the 

GRAND HYATT NEW YORK 
We shall pay tribute to 

n Io· gocceptedfo D o . iarnond 5po r our inner Jour . nsors and Spo · 
o speoo/ award or rh o· nsors will receive 

e inner. 
Couvert, $200 

per couple or a full 
Page ad. 

Sill CHILDREN'S HOME 
442J 16th Ave .. Brooklyn. N.Y. • (212) 851-6JOO 

ORTHODOX JEWISH 
ORGANIZATIONS UNITE 

BEHIND PRESIDENT'S 
TUITION TAX CREDIT 

PROPOSAL 
The nation's leading Orthodox Jewish rab

binic and lay organizations representing all 
segments of the community issued a joint 
statement in support of President Reagan's 
tuition tax credit proposal for children of pri
vate schools. 

The Orthodox organizations that signed 
the joint statement are (in alphabetical order) 
Agudath Israel of America; Agudah Women 
of America; American Mizrachi Women; Na
tional Council of Young Israel, Women's 
League of the National Council of Young 
Israel, Intercollegiate Council of the Young 
Israel, Young Adults Council of the Young 
Israel; National Jewish Commission on Law 
and Public Affairs; National Society of Heb
rew Day Schools, National Conference of 
Yeshiva Principals, Association of Hebrew 
Day School Parents and Teachers Associa
tion; Rabbinical Alliance of America; Rabbini
cal Council of America; Religious Zionists of 
America; Union of Orthodox Jewish Con
gregations of America; and the Union of 
Orthodox Rabbis of the United States and 
Canada. 

CLAIMS CONFERENCE 
DEADLINE 

The Conference on Jewish Material Claims 
Against Germany announced that the filing 
deadline for applications to the Claims Con
ference Hardship Fund will expire on Decem
ber 31, 1982. The Hardship Fund was estab
lished primarily for such Jewish victims of 
Nazi persecution who emigrated from East
ern European countries after 1965. Applica
tions may also be filed by such persecutees 
who prior to December 31, 1965 resided in 
countries outside Eastern Europe and did not 
file timely claims under the German Indem
nification Law. 

The Claims Conference assumed the res
ponsibility for the administration of the Hard
ship Fund, which is funded by the German 
Federal Government and distributed under 
German Government Guidelines. The Guide
lines limit individual payments to DM. 5,000 
(five thousand) per person. More than 100 
million deutsche marks were paid out already 
to eligible claimants. 

Applicants who have not as yil filed their 
claims may obtain applications from the office 
of the: 

Claims Conference Hardship Fund 
Room 1355 

15 East 26th Street 
New York, New York 10010 
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AGUDATH ISRAEL LAUDS 

PRESIDENT'S NEW TUITION 
TAX CREDIT INITIATIVE 

Measure Sent to Congress 

President Ronald Reagan and Vice Presi
dent George Bush thanked Agudath Israel of 
America and a small group of private school 
leaders for their help in drafting a tuition tax 
credit proposal at a White House ceremony 
at which the President formally sent a tax 
credit bill to Congress. Rabbi Menachem 
Lubinsky, director of Government and Public 
Affairs of Agudath Israel of America, and 
more than a dozen other religious and private 
school leaders watched as .the President an
nounced that he had sent the Educational 
Opportunity and Equity Act of 1982. 

r gudist Benevolent Society I 
Gmillas Chesed : 

or I 

I 
Lapidus Bros. , 

Gemilath Chesed 

1 
Assn. of the Crown Hts. I 

· Agudath Israel Inc. 
for applications call 

Rabbi Joshua Silbermintz 
at 964-1620 or write 
c/ o Agudath Israel 

5 Beekman St., 
New York. N.Y. I0038 

THE WORLD FAMOUS 
DIGEST OF MEFORSHIM 

'to'P'i ;n:: 'to\p'I . 
7"l1' i)llO'>K ,,._,~ ., ~·rwro 

Available at 
LEKUTl!I INC, c/o !; Rosenberg 

10 West47th Street, Room702 
Ne"1 Yotk, N.).', 10036 

(212) 719-1.717 
20 Volume< on Tl>tah, Petek, 

Medrash, Megilos arid Talmud. 
~r~_eeds of sales -~iS'_tributed -am9ttg 

Yeshivos and wed-; for' reprintifig 
of volUrnes o~--of1'.frint 

PRICE $7 .50 PJl'R VOLUME 

NEW JERSEY 
ORTHODOX LEGISLATIVE 

GROUP ORGANIZED 
A group of activists from Orthodox Jewish 

communities in various parts of the State of 
New Jersey organized a state chapter of the 
Commission on Legislation and Civic Action 
of Agudath Israel of America. At its first 
meeting held at the Jewish Educational Cen
ter of Elizabeth on August 31st, the Orthodox 
Jewish communities of Deal, Elizabeth, 
Lakewood, Westwood and various other 
towns and counties were represented. 

Ag'Udath Israel took the initiative in organ
izing the group because of the continued 
growth of the Orthodox Jewish community 
in the state, including the remarkable expan
sion of Jewish educational institutions. As a 
state which is believed to be home for nearly 
500,000 Jews, it was felt that the group was 
necessary to protect the rights of the Ortho
dox Jew and to promote the interests of the 
yeshivos. 

Representing the national administration 
of Agudath Israel of America were Rabbi 
Menachem Lubinsky, director of Govern
ment and Public Affairs, and Shmuel Prager, 
the general counsel of its Commission on 
Legislation and Civic Action. Also present 
was Menachem Shayovich, Special Assistant 
to Governor Carey in New York, who has 
assisted the New Jersey Orthodox Jewish 
community on many occasions. 

The immediate plans of the Commission 
are to pursue legislative initiatives in areas 
that have not been addressed previously and 
to strengthen the communications between 
Orthodox Jewish communities in the state. 

The Prophecies of 
Tanach and Ghazal 

As Realized in our Days 

"1JJOT::l n,wo ,'7::ln" 
J1~J!"K '1'm 7K~i 11KO 

(Author of "A Matter of Return") 
rm:i:oo;i Second Edition 

Hebrew Religious Books 
4401-16th Avenue 

Brooklyn, New York 11204 
212-633-5500 

Come To Formerly Kosher King 

~her£~~t1y 
Whitehead Hall Brooklyn College 
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AGUDATH ISRAEL or MONTREAL 
APPOINTS DIRECTOR 

Agudath Israel of Montreal announced the 
appointment of Rabbi Nasson Gugenheim as 
its director. His responsibilities include being 
overall coordinator of the adult education 
program of Agudath Israel (RESHET), its 
reach out programs (JEP), as well as its exten
sive activities for the youth. 

it?,71 coi, ,~ n,:i.iti 

Did you learn 
Torah today? 

Let us help you (free of charge) 
find a Chavrusa or Shiur. 

Call now for fast, 
courteous service: 
Reshet-Torah 

Education Network 
(212) 791-1851 
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WORLD AGUDAH EXPANDS 
RESCUE ACTIVITY FOR DIS

TRESSED JEWS 
Long ranged plans to expand its rescue 

activities for Jews in lands of distress were 
mapped at a well attended meeting of the 
American members of the international exe
cutive of the Agudath Israel World Organiza
tion, which took place in New York this 
month. After hearing a report from the 
organization's Overseas Rescue Committee 
about various confidential and discreet activi
ties which it has been conducting in different 
parts of the world, the meeting decided on a 
series of new efforts in this direction. 

Rabbi Moshe Sherer, chairman of the 
Agudath Israel World Organization, who 
presided over the meeting, expressed his 
con1mendations for the manner in which 
these overseas activities are being conducted 
by dedicated volunteers. The meeting also 
heard a report on the innovative programs 
for Baalei T'shuva (returnees to Judaism) 
launched by the organization's outreach de
partment"Chizuk-The Torah Link,"headed 
by Rabbi David Goldwasser. Particular em
phasis on the agency's role in serving as a 
bridge between the Baalei T'shuva yeshivos 
in Israel and their students who return tot he 
United States. 

[)r. Isaac Lewin, presidium member of the 
Agudath Israel World Organization, and per
manent representative of the movement to 
the United Nations Non-governmental Or
ganizations, reported on Agudath Israel reac
creditation to this body, which at first had 
been challenged by Iraq and the U.S.S.R. The 
meeting discussed at length internal Agudah 
problems throughout the world, and certified 
plans for a massive global celebration of the 
Siyum HaShas {completion of the study of 
the entire Talmud) of the Oaf Yomi this com
ing November, and the 70th anniversary of 
the world Agudist movement this June. 

ZEIREI AGUDA TH ISRAEL IN 
EXPANDED TORAH PROJECT 

AM HATORAH, the prestigious Torah pe
riodical published by Zeirei Agudath Israel of 
America, recently expanded its efforts with 
the publication of Breichos Hamayan, a com
mentary on the five Megillos, bringing to
gether in one concise volume essays of halacha 
and commentary that have appeared in pre
vious issues. 

Breichos Hamayan also includes a topical 
index as well as a listing of all sources, P'sukim 
and Gemora, according to verse and tractate. 
The new publication as well as back issues of 
the Am HaTorah are available through the 
national Zeirei Agudath Israel office at 5 
Beekman Street, New York City 10038. 
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Sa/ eguard the Peate 
For Israel's Children 
on the Home Front 

While the government's dollars are fighting for their security 
your dollars will guarantee that the children's Torah education 
will not suffer - while 

*More students clamor for admission 
*More classrooms are needed than ever before 
*More new schools are opening 
*More kindergartens for Israel's little ones 

i·u't •"""'' 

.~!f,";1' In the Expanding 
._.-""_r-... CHINVCH A TZMAI 

TORAH SCHOOLS Network 

Don't let budget cuts, the shrinking shekel, and 
inflation, compromise Israel's Torah security! 

Last year, 5742: 
Of 20 requests for new schools, only 4 were answered. 

This year, 5743: 
Say "Yes!" everytime to Torah security with your dollars! 

Give for the security of Israel's children! 
Answer Israel's needs today! 

Projected budget for 1982-83: $35,000,000.00 

OUR SECURITY NEEDS 

• Provide a T zrif $50,000. 

• Sponsor a Classroom $!0,000. 

• Playground Facilities $5,000. 

• Classroom Furniture $1,800. 

• Nassi Layom $1,000. 

• Lunch Program $500. 

• Child Sponsorship $360. 

• Membership $100. 

•Donor $36. 

Name 

Address 

Your contribution is tax deductible. 

.h. 

Give to the Torah 
Security of Israel's 
Children 

TORAH SCHOOLS FOR JSRAEL 
CHINVCH ATZMAI •··KJ •10J~)ln 11rn11 i:n~ 
167 Mod1Son Avenue. N"w York.NY 10016 1212) 8890606 

o Enclosed find my contribution o{ $. 

o Please accept my pledge of $. 
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7,000 ELDERLY SERVED BY 
BNOS AGUDATH ISRAEL 

The Bikur Cholim division of Bnos Agu
dath Israel of America capped another suc
cessful year by serving more than 7,000 sick, 
elderly and infirm Jews in hospitals, old age 
homes and nursing homes, according to a 
report by Rabbi Joshua Silbermintz, director 
of the Agudath Israel youth divisions. On 
Shevuos, these Jews received beautiful 
handmade flowers, put together by young 
girls from religious high schools and seminar
ies in the metropolitan area. 

Most of the elderly and sick Jews were 
thrilled at the thought of receiving flowers 
from the youngsters. In fact, some had cher
ished the flowers so much that they still had 
theirs from last year. 

Throughout the year, the girls regularly 
visit patients in hospitals and nursing homes, 
bringing them cheer. A special program of 
greeting cards and gifts is arranged during 
Yomim Tovim, lifting the spirit of thousands 
of disadvantaged Jews in New York, while at 
the same time educating the young to bear 
communal responsibility. 

Legacy of Sinai 
The Only History 
of Torah Transmission in the 
English Language 
From Creation 
through Close of 
Geonic Era ( 1-4800) 
(350 pp. - $10.95) 

AGUDATH ISRAEL HAILS 
E.R.A. EXPIRATION 

The failure of the supporters of the Equal 
Rights Amendment to win approval of three 
more states before the fune 30th deadline 
was hailed by Agudath Israel of America as a 
major victory for Orthodox Jews and others 
who wish to preserve their traditional life
style. The statement came just hours after 
Agudath Israel had completed an intensive 
effort in Florida, North Carolina and Illinois 
to thwart the efforts of the pro-E.R.A. forces. 

According to the statement, the defeat of 
the E.R.A. demonstrated that Americans did 
not fall prey to the hysteria by some women's 
rights advocates that the amendment was 
needed to end discrimination against women. 
It said that state and federal laws adequately 
protect women from discrimination and that 
the E.R.A. was designed more to "impose a 
non-traditional lifestyle on American women" 
than for its pronounced goals. Agudath Israel 
particularly opposed the E.R.A. because it 
could have resulted in the conscription of 
women if the draft were to be resumed, a 
situation which would have put Orthodox 
Jews in an untenable position. 

By Rabbi Zechariah Fendel 
Also available in limited quantities 

Anvil of Sinai Challenge of Sinai 
(464 pp. - $9.95) (2 vols. - 642 pp. -$13.95) 

10% Discount to Jewish Observer readers 

------------------Hashkafah Publications 
68-61 Selfridge St., Forest Hills, NY 11375 
(212) 261-0076 
Gentlemen: Please send me 

----'-<1gacy of Sinai @ 9.85 
---~nvilofSinai @ 8.95 
---~Challenge of Sinai (2 vol.) @12.55 
----•Challenge of Sinai (I vol.) @11.55 

Please add 804 per book for postage & handling. 

Discount Offer Expires Dec. 15, 1982 
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NEW YORK ST A TE HEAL TH 
COMMISSIONER LAUDS 

ORTHODOX SUMMER CAMPS 

Monticello, Aug. 18, '82-New York State 
Health Commissioner, Dr. David Axelrod, 
praised the heads of more than 40 Orthodox 
Jewish summer camps in the Catskill region 
for their strong commitment to the well
being of the 14,000 children that attend these 
camps. At the same time, he said that the 
camp officials shouldered the burden of being 
"surrogate parents" during the summer 
months, making it essential that they main
tain high health and safety standards. 

Dr. Axelrod was the guest speaker at the 
first annual meeting of the Orthodox c<1mps' 
directors which took place at the Jewish 
Community Center of Monticello on Mon
day, August 16th. On the program were 
Rabbi Moshe Klein of Camp Shalva, of the 
Bobov movement, Rabbi Menachem Lu
binsky, Director of Government and Public 
Affairs of Agudath Israel of America, who 
represented Camp Agudah and Camp Bnos 
and Menachem Shayovich, Special Assistant 
to Governor Carey. 

Clip on so1nc 
style ... 

Pfus ... an extraordinary 
collection of high styled, 
meticulously crafted jewelry 
ma wide range of pnces. 

4816 13th Avent!(' •l=n 
Brooklvn, !\'. Y. 11219 
212-438-3200 
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AGUDATH ISRAEL TO SENATE 
FINANCE COMMITTEE: - - - - ------ ' 

' Tax Credits a Must for Jewish Educafion 

The full Senate Finance Committee con
ducting hearings on President Ronald Rea
gan's tuition tax credit proposal on July 16th 
heard an impassioned plea for the Congress 
to pass the measure by Prof. Laurence Katz, 
chairman of the "Campaign to Relieve Inde
pendent Education" of Agudath Israel of 
America. In addition to the national Orthodox 
movement, Prof. Katz also represented a 
broad based coalition of groups in support of 
tuition tax credits, representing more than 
five million children in private schools. 

• 
• (}tgujafi ')))Jomen of Utmenca 

) )c-
1

e/coi11e:; uff fu,/ics lo oi,o· 

C' a r ,;ala c'Jnslallalion UJinner 

rnH/ ,.-.jj)cc1uf (J),H/io r_)_r:~,<;uuf (_J)rescnlul1on 

al if", ( }7 alional 01
onvenlion 

After Prof. Katz had concluded his testi
mony, he was extensively quizzed by Sena
tors Dole, David Durenberger, Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan, Robert Packwood and Bill Brad
ley. The Senators asked the dean of the Uni
versity of Baltimore Law School his opinion 
on the constitutionality of the tuition tax 
credit measure and whether he considered 
the anti-discrimination safeguards ample. 
Prof. Katz responded that he did believe that 
the Administration's tuition tax credit pro
posal was constitutional and that, in fact, its 
anti-discrimination enforcement went be
yond any previous such attempts. 

It you are not a regular Convention guest but wish to 1om us for 
Thursdays program. round trip bus transportation and optional 

I 
Dinner arrangement are available. 

Advance Reservation Required. 

For information. Please call immediately 227-5715 I 

I 

Monday through Thursday 10 - 3 I 
- - - - - -

NEW FROM ARTSCROLL: JEWISH H1STORY THROUGH TORAH EYES 
HISTORY OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE 
The Second Temple Era 

This is the first volume in a new 
kind of Jewish histoiy series In 
English. Based on a book that has 
become a standard text In Israel, it 
tells the stoiy of the Jewish nation 
from the vantage point of the 
Jews themselves. 

This volume, which reads like a 
fascinating novel, covers the 
period from the Destruction of 
the first Temple to the Destruc

tion of the Second - the era of the Second 
Commonwealth. It is a fascinating stoiy. It includes I 
some of the great names, famous miracles, and 
heartrending tragedies: Simeon the Just, the Mac- I 
cabees, Yochanan ben Zakkai, and Hillel: Alexander the I 
Great, Julius Caesar, Herod, Nero, and Vespasian: the I 
heroic defense of Jerusalem and the heartbreak of its I 
fall. 1 

There are those who say that ancient Jewish histoiy is I 
a mosaic of invasion, defeat, and pogrom. It is much I 
more. There is tenacity and courage here. There is 
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idealism and loyalty; There is a stubbO.m insistence that 
scholarship, morality, ethics, and idealism are always 
relevant. 

Let us never forget that the conquerors of Ancient 
Israel - ·Persia, Macedonia, Syria, Rome - are all gone 
from center stage. But Israel lives onl 

This book is a valuable con.tribution to an 
understanding of the Jewish people. It is an ex<:lting, 
inspiring, engrossing tale for eveiy kind of reader. 

Adapted by the noted historian, Rabbi Hersh 
Goldwurm, from Dr. Eliezer Ebner's translation of 
Yekutiel Friedner's Hebrew work. 
hard cover $12.95 _......, __ 
MESORAH PUBLICATIONS, LTD. 
1969 Coney Island Avenue 
Brooklyn, New York 11223 

Enclosed is my check of$ ...................... Please send me ........ copies 
hard cover (cf $12.95 and/or copies paperback @ $9.95. I 
deducted 10% off list price and added $I .50 per order postage&. 
handling (N.Y.S. residents must add sales tax). 

Name .. 

Address .............. .. 

City ........... State .... ........ Zip . 

D Please send me your new 16-page color brochure. 
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5,ooo ISRAELI WOMEN IN 
N'SHEI AGUDATH ISRAEL 

PROGRAMS 

More than 5,000 Israeli women, many of 
them immigrants, are enrolled in a special 
adult education program known as the Mifa-· 
lei Hishtalmut V'revachah in a program spon
sored by the Agudah Women of America. 
The results have been particularly encourag
ing in development areas, settlements and 
towns where women have little chance of 
coming into contact with the Torah com
munity. 

According to a report released by the 
American N'shei Agudath Israel, the pro
gram enrolls primarily illiterate women who 
come from poor homes. In addition, they face 
the persistent challenges of a liberal society 
whit·h is completely devoid of Torah values 
The tragic result of this influence is that 
many of these parents have withdrawn their 
children from Chinuch Atzmai and Beth 
Jacob schools. 

The adult education program has struc
ture<! a combined curriculum of such practi
cal subjects as home economics, dress mak
ing, crafts and first aid, combined with a 
comprehensive program of Tor ah studies 

V<YV 1Jov &The Great'.8icycle.Ra.ce 
~•lfmamln!wrtl 

covering prayer, history, halacha and other 
subjects. 

In many cases, the N'shei Agudah program 
has had a dramatic effect on the community. 
In one settlement, women suddenly decided 
to kosher their kitchens; ten families received 
new dishes; and a volunteer remained with 
the community residents until al! questions 
were answered. In another center, women 
were taught the laws of Taharas Hamish
pacha. 

While there was special emphasis on 
women living in settlements and immigrant 
areas who were most vulnerable, the N'shei 
program was equally concerned with provid
ing for the spiritual needs of women who are 
fully committed to Yiddishkeit who wish to 
further explore observance of Torah and 
mitzvos. In major cities throughout Israel 
classes and courses were being conducted, 
with registration reaching a new high this 
past year. The American N'shei Agudath 
Israel is extremely proud to have been in
strumental in sponsoring this program 
amongst its multi-faceted activities both in 
Israel and in the U.S. 

COMING SOON.! 
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The gift of a lifetime! 

MEO ROT 
SHAS 

Announcing the new edition of 
the finest Shas ever! 

SPECIAL SALE-SAVE $50 
Originally $450, now only $400 until 
Rosh Chodesh Teves, 5743. Don't miss 
this opportunity to acquire the famous 
MEOROT SHAS which has received 
world-wide recognition as the leading 
Shas available anywhere today! 

FEATURES: 

• Full 161//'x 10'/2 format-the same as the 
original Vi Ina Shas. 
Special off-while, hand prepared embossed 
paper for increased legibility and prolonged 
usage. 

• Beautiful clear typography-which has been 
worked on for three years by a staff of graphic 
artists. 

• Over 150 rare supplements from manuscripts 
and rare printed sources of great Rishonim 
and Achronim at the end of each tractate. 

• Over 8,000 on-page annotations (hagohos') 

• Additional meforshim have also been added 
at the end of each tractate: 

Miluim LeChidushei HaZemach Zedek 
Einayim LaMishpot by Rav Yitzchok Arieli z"I 

The complete Ein Mish pot 
Ein Mishpot on Rashi and Tosefos 
Cross references lo all works by the Rambam 
(in halocho, aggodo, his commentaries and 
prefaces). 

DRIMMER'S Hebrew Books & Religious Articles 
329 Kingston Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11213 (212) 773-8483 I 77 4-0198; 

\l\le ship 'l!Vorld'l!Vide 
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_ _ lshGa1nau 
is alive and well 

---.,... 

ancl living in New Jersey! 
"Garn zu l'tovah - This, too, is good." It's an 
easy thing to say ... but it seems to be getting 
harder and harder to find the silver lining 
inside every cloud, as Nachum lsh Gamzu 
would have done back in Talmudic times. 
Unless, of course, you' re among those for 
whom the Talmud is alive. 
Five years ago, the Talmudical Academy of 
New Jersey's dormitory building was devas
tated by fire. Suddenly more than a hundred 
high schooland Sais Medrash students had no 
place to stay, and a budget that was already 
difficult to meet became impossible. Soon 

the banks were ready to foreclose and seize 
the school's remaining property. One of 
America's finest Yeshivas, was on the verge 
of collapse. 

But we kept up the.struggle to save the school. 
The community came forth with unpre
cedented support. Total strangers saw our 
plight, and became the best of friends. 

Even banks make miracles. And today, The 
Talmudical Academy of New Jersey is back on 
its feet. We're now in a position to turn and 
near tragedy into a tremendous blessing. But 

we need new friends to become our partners 
in creating that blessing. Your part in this 
effort will benefit all of us with a dividend 
of 700%. Seven times the return on your 
investment. 
By raising $180,000 by January 1983, we will 
be able to save our educational complex worth 
nearly $1,250 ,000. That's nearly seven times 
the amount; and it means your contribution 
will be worth to us seven times what it's worth 
to you. The dollar may be shrinking these days 
but to us every dollar is now worth seven. 
Your contribution will accomplish seven times 

$180,000 Is ouraoal. Help us meet it. 
Send your tax deductible donation to: 

Talmudical Academy of New Jersey c/o Mortgage Fund Route 524 Adelphia, N.J. 07710 
Please be sure to encloseyourname, address and zip code . 

Dedications and Memorial gifts are available, please call (201) 431-1601 
Where else will you find a dividend of 700o/o 

the good- and will bring you seven times 
the merit. 

The Talmudical Academy is the only residen
tial, fully approved High School and Sais 
Medrash in the state of New Jersey. We are 
making new friends every day and we all have 
an important goal to reach. With your sup
port not only will our miracle be realized, but 
you will be helping to perpetuate our Jewish 
heritage through our children for them to 
carry throughout their lives. 

What better way to say "Garn zu l'tovah?" 

1 


