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Nissan Wolpin 

The Case of the 
Non-Conserving Conservatives 

Do You Take This Rabbi? 

The Conservatives have come out fighting. As part of 
their new militancy they are attacking the rabbinical 
establishment in Israel, and claiming that the only rea
son the Orthodox object to the conversions, marriages 
and divorces over which they officiate is because of 
power considerations. (See box for quotes from a sym
posium in Sh'ma Magazine) 

The arguments are specious. Democracy may well be 
a noble form of political government, for determining 
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temporal affairs, spreading the power of decision and 
responsibility among the masses. Judaism, however, is 
religious government. The criteria for decisions are G-d's, 
and the power of interpretation of His intentions is 
vested solely in those who are immersed in His teach
ings and adhere to His word. The call for determining 
religious policy by democratic principle is not only out of 
place, it is simply ridiculous. 

Moreover, the Conservatives' claim to be "conducting 
marriages, etc., in accordance with Halacha" is a hollow 
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The Conservative Offensive 
from Sh'ma 

In Sh'ma, Eugene Borowitz's journal of opinion and 
dissent, Rabbi Shubert Spero of Cleveland Heights 
declared that various groups ca nly work together if 
Reform and Conservatives follow Orthodox guidelines. 
His reason: 

"Reform and Conservative can accept Orthodox 
procedures without violating principle while Ortho
dox cannot accept Reform and Conservative proce
.dures without violating their religious and legal 
commitments." 

In response, a trio of Shma's contributing editors-all 
Conservative rabbis-rose to the offensive: David Novak 
(Rabbi of Cong. Darchei Noam of Far Rockaway, N.Y., 
and member of the Rabbinical Assembly) argues: 

"All of Rabbi Spero's arguments are against Re
form, even though he lumps Reform and Con.serva
tive together. On what Orthodox grounds would he 
either accept or reject Conservative conversions 
and divorces which, as the head of a Conservative 
Beth Din, I can assure him are as traditionally pro
cessed as any Orthodox ones? 

But they forget that an "Orthodox" conversion and 
divorce Is not a traditional ritual process; it IS a mitzva 
activity that is built on the ideological commitment of the 
principals. 

Concludes Rabbi Novak: 
" ... we have sadly come to learn that the Orthodox 

establishments in virtually all their varied forms are 
interested only in compliance with halacha which 
will give them political hegemony over all of Jewish 
fife." 

This is echoed by Harold M. Schulweis (Rabbi of Con
gregation Valley Beth Shalom in Encino, California, and 
member of the Rabbinical Assembly}: 

"While Rabbi Spero calls for non-Orthodox rabbis 

one. Presiding over conversions, marriages, and divor
ces is not simply a matter of serving as a "pastoral 
master of ceremonies." The rabbi's role in these rites of 
personal identity can be so crucial that, whether he 
serves as one of the witnesses involved in these cerem
onies or as a member of the beis din that directs the 
conversion or divorce, the rabbi's status as a member of 
good standing in religious Jewry must be impeccable. 
And it is precisely as such that Conservative rabbis are 
found wanting, no matter how they may protest; for as 
a matter of course, the Conservatives deny basis tenets 
of Judaism-most essentially, the Divinity of every 
word in the Torah. 

How can one take their claims to preserving tradition 
seriously when-as we have so often cited in the past
the Conservatives promote violation of Sabbath laws by 
encouraging their congregants to drive to synagogue on 
Shabbos; and actually officiate over the transgression of 
Torah laws in marriage of a Kohein and divorcee? 

Now, however, more than ever, it is essential that we 
take stock of how far the Conservatives are going, for 
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to fall into fine with Orthodox procedures, he says 
nothing of the position of Orthodoxy towards Con
servative, Reform and ReCofJStructionist rabbis, who 
for the sake ofthe unity of Kia/ Israel, have employed 
halachic procedures ... which leads me to suspect 
that something other than the logic. of halacha 
allows Orthodoxy to exclude the tradition of Con
servative, Reform and Reconstructiotlist Judaism." 

And Seymour Siegel (Professor of Theology and Ethics, 
Chairman of the Department of Jewish Philosophy at the 
Jewish Theological Seminary, and Chairman of the 
Committee of Jewish Law and Standards of the Rabbinr
cal Assembly) adds his stones· to .. the heap of con-
demnation: .... 

"The fact thatthe Orthodox establishment refuses 
to honor Co.nservative or Reform conversions done 
according to the halacha means that it is not princi
ple which is at stake, but the retention of the 
Orthodox monopoly, especially in Israel." 

-except that control of Yichus-affecting procedures is 
not a matter of power politics. True, politics are there, but 
only as the means for assuring th.at t.he sanctity of Kial 
Yisroel remains inviolate. 

Finally, Siegel draws on our proud American heritage of 
democracy: 

"It is the democratic view that when we all adhere 
to a basic, overarching set of commitments, we can 
differ in the application of these principles without 
risking delt>gitirnation. This may be a new concept 
in traditional Judaism, but it is the fruit of ourdemo
cratic spirit. I am, for example, a fervent Republican. 
I do not believe, however, that Democrats are not 
entitled to respectful and courteous consideration." 

-pitting the sanctity of American Democracy against 
Divine directlves from Sinai! 

their breaches in the sanctity of Judaism are ever more 
brazen, the implications of their breaches are ever more 
far-reaching, and their stance has become ever more 
aggressive. 

The Source: Torah From Sinai?' 
*(Question mark, theirs) 

As part of their "trust me, I'm religious" campaign, 
the Conservatives would be forced to violate their own 
democratic principles and reject full partnership with 
Reform in matters such as conversion, marriage, di
vorce, (see box B) and other matters of Jewish identity. 
They, too, would exclude Reform converts from recog
nition as Jews in Israel by the Mihu Yehudi Law of 
Jewish Status, for they do follow the form of halachic 
procedures in many matters (even when invariably 
missing the essence). Yet, in both doctrine and action 
the Conservatives have been edging progressively 
toward Reform. They have not yet ordained women, 
while the Reform already have 75 women rabbis-but 
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how far off can this be? The Conservative Committee 
on Jewish Law and Standards has been debating this 
matter for years now, and its advent appears to be just 
over the horizon. More significantly, tolerance of the 
Reform extremes of disdain for basics in belief is already 
here. 

Reform Judaism on 
"Conversion" ... 

Entry into Kia/ Yisroel requires an acceptance before a 
beis din (religious court of three) of basic Jewish beliefs 
and practices, in effect, joining Kia/ Yisroelin mind, heart, 
·and body. Thus, geirus also calls for tevila (immersion in a 
ritual bath), and-for males-mi/a (circumcision). In re
gard to these so-called "ritual" areas of the halachic 
requirements for conversion, the Reform state simply: 
"Reform Judaism considers ritual immersion and ritual 
circumcision optional ceremonies" (from."O.n--Becoming 
a Jew," by Rabbi Sanford Seltzer, Dire6tor, Task Force on 
Reform Jewish Outreach). All it takes is some fine "Je.wish 
feelings." 

... and on Non-Jewish Children of 
Mixed Marriages.' 

Ha/acha (Torah Law) is unequivocal about it: The reli
gious identity of a child of a mixedmarriage is determined 
by the mother. A Jewish woman gives birth .to a Jewish 
child, regardless of the father's religious identity; and the 
child of a non-Jewish woman is non-Jewish, even if the 
father is Jewish. Only through conversion can this be 
changed. (Kiddushin 68b) 

Alexander Schindler, president of the Union of Ameri
can Hebrew Congregation (Reform) is on an active cam
paign to change Torah law in this regard. His proposal is 
being considered by the Central Conference of American 
Reform Rabbis and has been widely publicized as "A Plea 
For Equality."-His reasoning? In his words: 

We must consider the deep·felt feelings of the 
many children of intermarriages-the sons and 
daughters of Jewish fathers and non-Jewish 
mothers-who, barring a forthright declaration on 
our part that they are fully Jewish, are bound to feel 
that somehow they are not really Jewish. 

How can we fail to respond to such people? Why 
should we demand that they undergo conversion
from what towhat? Why can we not say to them: by 
G·d, you are a Jew. You are the daughter of a Jewish 
parent, you have resolved to share our late. You are 
in all truth precisely what you feel yourself to be-a 
Jew. 

In other words, "feeling Jewish" is enough to permit a 
non-Jew who is the daughter of a Jewish father to enter 
Israel's ranks, bring future generations of non-Jewish 
"Jews" into the world, creating confusion and tragedy
all in the name of compassion! ... And the designer of this 
plan for splintering Kia/ YisroeJis agitating for recognition 
for his fellow clergyman as bonafide rabbis in the State of 
Israel, seeking official recognition for their marriages and 
conversions, in the name of "Achdus." 
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A most significant case in point is the Conservative 
response to The Torah: A Reform Commentary published by 
the (Reform) Union of American Hebrew Congrega
tions. Rabbi W. Gunther Plaut, who authored four of 
the five English-language "Torah" volumes, explained 
that this work was essential because until now, 

"the English-speaking world read the Hertz commen
tary on the Pentateuch, produced under the editorship 
of England's Chief Rabbi, Joseph H. Hertz. His approach 
was strongly Orthodox, however, and his commentary 
insisted that the Tor ah was handed by G-d to Moses on 
Sinai and took for granted that the halacha (religious 
law) was already embedded in the original meaning of 
the Torah. Many modern Jews, including the Jews of 
the Reform movement, cannot accept that." (from an 
article in Reform Judaism) 

So instead, Gunther Plaut has delivered a translation 
and commentary that treats the Torah as "a book which 
had its origin in the heart and mind of the Jewish people 
... G-d is not the author of the text, the people are." 
(from the translator's introduction). 

Every believing Jew, who would willingly suffer mar
tydom rather than compromise on the divinity of each 
and every letter of the Torah, finds rejection of Torah 
miSinai most repulsive-muktza machmas mius.-And how 
do the Conservatives view this new "Torah"? 

Dr. Robert Gordis, professor emeritus of Bible and 
the philosophies of religion at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary and editor of the quarterly journal Judaism, 
has hailed the publication of The Torah: A Modern Commen
tary as" a major event for American Judaism," in a review 
in the February/March '82 issue of the (American Jew
ish) Congress Monthly. In Rabbi Gordis's words, it is a 
"magisterial work" that "makes it possible for the mod
ern Jew both to understand and to appreciate the Torah, 
and hopefully to be inspired to live by it." While he does 
note that the commentary "is clearly written from a 
Reform perspective, so that Conservative and Orthodox 
readers will dissent from some of the views expressed," 
he adds that "any reservations pale into insignificance 
before the rich feast for mind and spirit which this great 
work sets before us." 

Without blinking an eye, a Conservative spokesman 
can join the Reform in ignoring fundamental principles 
of Jewish Faith and promote a religion that they call 
Judaism, but which cannot be considered Judaism-the 
violation of everything that we hold holy and the rejec
tion of everything that we hold true, finding it "a rich 
feast. ... " 

Conservative Practices: Expanding the Breach 

For many years, some segments of the Orthodox 
comm4nity took a somewhat detached view of the 
plague of intermarriages and the" mixed' offspring they 
produced. To be sure, it was tragic, despicable, regretta
ble, but it was happening "out there" to"them and their 
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children," and it would not have been taking place if 
there had been more Torah content in the education 
and way of life offered these intermarrying young peo
ple ... if the rabbis would refuse to legitimate their 
marriages by officiating at them. 

This was a false source of comfort, for we and "they" 
are one. It is our Klal Yisroel that has been compromised 
by mixed marriages and other irresponsible practices. 
Lately, however, the impact of this tragedy has been 
coming closer to home-not through Orthodox defec
tions, but because of a growing fluidity in society. More 
formerly irreligious Jews are finding their way into the 
Torah community. Children whose halachic status was 
never defined are being enrolled into Orthodox day 
schools. And among the many baalei teshuva joining the 
Torah community are some who are products of mixed 
marriages, as well as some with other yichus problems. 

As a result, we are becoming more immediately 
involved in sticky situations dealing with confused peo
ple who may consider themsleves "half-Jews," "semi
Jews," "demi-Jews," or non-Jews, when halacha clearly 
defines their status in unequivocal terms, often in con
tradiction to common assumption. 

In the meantime, the Conservatives are joining 
Reform in bending Torah law or ignoring it altogether 
in these crucial yichus matters. Whether they are moti
vated by compassion for their confused clients or by 
desperation in trying to stem the tide of defection from 
Jewry-as many as 6QO/o of Jewish marriages involve a 
non-Jewish partner!-they are extending their defini
tions of Jewishness to include many non-Jews, throwing 
into chaos yichus safeguards that have been inviolate for 
centuries. It is most essential, therefore, that regardless 
of our feelings of compassion and alarm over the situa
tion, we bear in mind that the Reform and Conservative 
"solutions" breed more problems than they solve. And 
that we sound the alarm loudly and clearly. 

Problem: Becoming Jewish-Almost 

As stated, the Reform do not even require mila and 
tevila for conversion. While the Conservatives do require 
these rituals, they share one fatal defect with Reform 
conversions, which renders their conversions equally 
invalid. Even if the three members of the beis din that 
supervises the immersion in the mikva are all religiously 
observant, that does not change the reality: accepting 
Jewish belief as presented to the convert by a Conserva
tive rabbi does not make a person into a Jew, for the 
rabbi in charge rejects the basic concepts of the divinity 
of Torah and the binding nature of the Oral Law. Their 
converts may at best go through the motions of geirus, 
but they never do accept the religion that they allegedly 
are adopting. How could the disciple go beyond the teachings of his 
mentor? From what source should this basic emuna come? This is a 
barrier that cannot be penetrated or circumvented
and the Conservatives are squarely on the other side of 
this barrier, together with Reform. The mere fact that 

Tiu Jewish Observer/Fehruary, 1983 

the Conservatives reject Reform conversions for not 
including tevila and mila does not lend their own conver
sions validity. There is no way in which Conservative 
demands for blanket recognition of all their converts 
can ever be honored. 

Problem: How Do You Deal With a Mixed Marriage? 

Traditionally, a Jew who married out of the faith was 
considered to have cut his or her ties with Jewry. Par
ents sat shiva in mourning for their defecting child; the 
intermarried man was shunned-surely not honored by 
being called to the Torah; and when his time for burial 
came, he was not laid to rest amongst religious Jews. By 
contrast, the Reform movement, in its ambitious "oper
ation reachout," is actively courting the un-converted 
members of mixed marriages and conferring a fuzzy 
kind of acceptance upon them, compounding tragedy 
with confusion. 

The Conservatives might have been expected to 
adhere more closely to tradition in their dealings with 
mixed marriage, but that is not the case. The Conserva
tive Committee on Jewish Law and Standards unanim
ously adopted as "deliberations of the Committee" five 
separate proposals on "reach-out" to marginal Jews, 
published together as "The Mitzvah of Keruv" in its 
quarterly journal, Conservative Judaism. While each of the 
papers presented offers a distinct and individual point of 
view, they all build on "the standard-setting paper" on 
the subject issued by Max J. Routtenberg in 1963, and 
they all are considered bonafide approaches within the 
confines of Conservative "halacha." None is rejected as 
being too extreme. Says one: 

... If the marriage does take place, it is in the best 
interest of the Jewish community for the couple to 
become active in Jewish life and for the non-Jewish 
spouse to be converted to Judaism. Though mari'iage to 
a Jew is not the loftiest motive for conversion, noriethe
less, we can hope that i1J:'U7 K: i10W'i K'iW lilir.i 

In other words a non-Jewish spouse should be 
accepted in the community without conversion-in 
spite of the danger that his or her non-Jewish origins
unchanged!-will probably be forgotten, especially after 
a generation has passed, creating new possibilities of 
chaos in Jewry. 

Not only is intermarriage treated like just another 
option within normative Judaism, but a special nomen
clature has been fashioned to suggest acceptability of 
the non-Jewish partner by 

... developing a ... (special) category for non-Jews mar
ried to Jews. These individuals have made a partial 
commitment to the Jewish people by marrying Jews, 
and having Jewish families .... It is helpful to our own 
thinking to give it a name such as O'i-'1. The name 
translates as "friends" but it also brings to mind the 
phrase 0•:1i1Kii c•171 with its overtones of relationship 
through marriage. The higher interests of the Jewish 
people call for us to make such t:•yi welcome in the 
synagogue and in the Jewish community. 
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As usual, the Conservatives have attempted to add a 
patina of tradition and scholarship to a move that 
represents a grave violation of law and tradition, this 
time lifting a phrase hallowed by use in "Sheva Brachos" 
(the Seven Blessings for a Jewish bride and groom, 
when they celebrate a sanctuary in miniature: a loyal 
household in Israel), and applying it to a union that is so 
strongly rejected by the Torah that 1J C'Vl1~ c•iup-the 
zealous may exact vengeance on the principals. 

No More Havdala 

And, as a bottom line, the boundaries of havdala
separation between Jews and non-Jew-are being ren
dered ever more invisible. 

How far does acceptability reach? A non-Jew nor
mally has no role to play in all important life-cycle 
milestones, where tradition and fidelity to Judaism are 
passed from generation to generation. But the Commit
tee suggests otherwise: 

(In case of the bris of a son) the non-Jewish father 
should be given the role of bringing his child to the mohel 
and joining with the mother in the recitation of the 
u~~nnl.tl, the prayer of thanksgiving. 

If a girl is to be named in the synagogue, the mother 
should be given the aliyah. 

If the child is cni itoD, the father should be assigned a 
peripheral, but participatory role, such as bringing the 
child to the Kohen, while a Jewish relative performs the 
father's role. 

In a bar/bat mitzvah ceremony where the family par
ticipates as a group, for instance in reciting the 1.~~~n;'iW, 
the non-Jewish parent should be included. Presenting a 
tallit to the child can also serve as a relevant symbol of 
the role (s)he plays. 

Thus, in their anxiety to keep non-converted spouses 
within reach, the Conservatives are putting a Kosher 
stamp on the unacceptable, involving non-Jews in cru
cial rites of passage, including entry into mitzvos as 
above, and creation of a new Jewish household, as 
follows: 

A non-Jewish parent ... should be allowed to partici
pate in the pageantry of the wedding, accompanying 
their son or daughter down the aisle to the bimah, 
standing beside the huppah . 

. . . It has long been the practice of the Jewish com
munity to bury only Jews in Jewish cemeteries .... The 
Committee on Jewish Law and Standards has permitted 
the burial of a Jew's non-Jewish spouse in a Jewish 
cemetery if the non-Jew "had considered him or herself 
as part of the Jewish community, educated the children 
as Jews, and had attended synagogue services" (Law 
Committee Letter K559). * 

*"The Status of a Non-Jewish Spouse and Children of a Mixed 
Marriage in the Synagogue" by Kassel Abelson, Rabbi of Beth El 
Synagogue in Minneapolis, Minnesota, and a member of the CJLS. 

**The Israelite nobleman and the Midianite princess with whom he 
consorted to challenge Moshe's leadership, and to undermine the 
Jewish moral code, resulting in a devastating plague (Bamidbar 
25:6-15). 
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One can only wonder where the Committee on Law 
and Jewish Standards would have buried Zimri ben Salu 
and Kozbi bas Tzur!!** 

No Limits to Tolerance 

To what degree can mixed marriage be tolerated? 
Among the Conservatives there are really no limits. 
While some of the permissive appraoches quoted above 
were challenged by Joel Roth and Daniel Gordis in Con
servative Judaism, of greater significance is defense of 
these views by Seymour Siegel, a prominent leader of 
the Jewish Theological Seminary who heads the Con
servative Commission of Law and Practices. In fact, his 

The Conservatives and the 
Baal•Jeshuv.a By-pass 

It Ms been. argued that lhe Conservatives are bitterly 
upset thatbaalei teshuva, in th.eir search fortruth, are 
bypassing.Conservative half-way measures and opt for a 
full•bodied Torah life ... , How else can one explain the 
vituperative out-pouringsof Gershon Cohen, Chancellor 
oflhe Jewish Theological Seminary, in a recent "State of 
Jewry" address. deli.vered at the !12nd Street "Y"? We 
quote: 

We smile benignly at me Orthodox revolt of some 
of ouryoungpeoplewho reject their secularist par
ents .of Scarsdale. and Shaker Heights and take 
tf!emselvesto yeshivot-and we/ail to take account 
otthe anti-intellectualism and the seeds of intoler
ance that are planted there. When we support those 
yeshivot, we ignore the alienation from the Jewish 
people at large that they breed, the hostility to mod
ernism andpluralism, the renunciation of all Jewish 
thought and literature. And yet it is with Jewish 
publicfundsthattheyaresupported.,., Theba'alei 
t'shuvah, those youngpeoplewho have ostensibly 
returned to the Jewish fold by enrolling in the 
diverseyeshivot .that have been set up to serve them, 
in fact find their fulfillment in an anti-intellectual 
study of the Torah, in a rejection of the world, in a 
hero-worship and ritualism that we easily recog
nize-and condemn-in others. How different are 
they, after all, from the Moon/es, the Hare Krishna, 
.the Ayatollah Khomeini or the Moral Majority? They 
are Jews, to.be sure, but they are no source of 
strength for the Jewish people. 

Like all the other wanderers of our time, they roam 
in search of something to fill the void. And we, with 
our smiles and our subsidies, indulge them. Most of 
us recognize and resent the exclusivism, the totalit
arianism of [the Orthodox] , .. yet we indulge the 
young whom they recruit, who will grow up as harsh 
and as narrow as .their mentors. This is hardly a 
spiritual revival to be celebrated; it is, instead, a 
rejection of modernity, or normality, of participation 
in the family of man, 
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line of argument reveals an ongoing policy of laxity and 
compromise: 

Is it clear that we will benefit if we cut off the non-Jew 
from everything communally Jewish? The (other) au
thors even want the born-Jewish spouse to be denied 
offices in the community. For years, such a person was 
national chairman of the United Jewish Appeal. I know 
of one such person who is among the largest contribu
tors in the New York Federation. Should we deny these 
people honors because they are intermarried? I wonder 
whether the Board of the Seminary does not contain 
members whose spouses are not Jewish. I know of one 
high official who had his picture in The New York 
Times giving away his child at a wedding held in a 
famous church! 

In other words, Seymour Siegel is telling us to forget 
about heroic measure to save Jewry from intermar
riage. In his view, there is no sense in trying to save the 
patient; it's already after the wake. Thus, he makes the 
following two suggestions: 

... it is my feeling that we recommend to our rabbis: 
1. to make every effort to convert non-Jewish mem

bers of intermarried couples; 
2. that in the light of individual differences and cir

cumstances we leave it to the mara d'atra to decide what 
kind of action will likely lead to conversion of spouses 
and/or children. This should be halacha in this very 
difficult situation. 

In other words, your local Conservative rabbi, subject 
to all kinds of pressures, including just possibly from the 
non-Jewish wife of his congregation president, will 
decide on the guidelines for the degree of acceptance to 
be conferred on non-Jewish members of intermarried 
families ... not a very sure-footed approach to a very 
slippery situation fraught with compromise .... This is 
the direction of the Conservative movement in combat
ting the plague of mixed marriages: embracing it. 

Problem: The Non-Jew in the Day School System 

Another area of concern, which is surfacing with ever 
more frequency in community day schools across the 
country, is the acceptance of unconverted children of a 
nl\n,Jewish wife, children that are patently non-Jews. 
Enrollment in a school is tacit acceptance of these non
Jewish children into the community, which is unthink
able. The only way in which such children could be 
enrolled safely in Jewish day schools would be if impos
sible social and religious barriers were erected within 
the school-a course that would be unwise, inhumane, 
and impractical. ("Everybody has a turn at being chazan, 
except Barry and Nimrod, who have to wait until they 
decide to be Jewish.") But the report advises otherwise: 

We should do all within our power to include, rather 
than to exclude, unconverted children with one Jewish 
parent. Certainly such children should be allowed to 
attend a synagogue nursery school, a synagogue Heb
rew school and a Solomon Schechter Day School on the 
grounds that they are potential converts. 
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And active candidates to be marriage partners with 
Jewish classmates! 

From the Inside, Looking Out 

The role of the Conservatives in this onslaught 
against the integrity of Torah and the sanctity of Kedu
shas Yisroel, undermining halacha and tradition, is quite 
clear. As for Orthodoxy, there is little room for doubt: 

Every type of implied recognition of the Conserva
tives must be withheld. 

Now, more than ever-when the Reform and Con
servative leadership are agitating for recognition in 
Israel-Orthodox organizations must be unequivocal in 
rejecting their claims for legitimacy. The pleas for Ach
dus and Ahavas Yisroel have no place when it comes to 
calling for common cause with those who would preside 
over the spiritual disintegration of Kial Yisroel. It is time 
for groups such as the Union of Orthodox Jewish Con
gregations of America, and its rabbinical arm, the Rab
binical Council of America, to step out of the Synagogue 
Council of America which includes Conservatives and 
Reform groups in its membership and overdue for 
members of the Rabbinical Council of America to quit 
the New York Board of Rabbis, which also includes 
Conservative and Reform rabbis in its ranks. The day 
that one could pretend to see gains from participating in 
joint religious conferences (such as the one described in 
the adjoining box) is a relic of the past. 

There may be many faces to Orthodoxy, ranging 
from Chassidic to Misnagdish, from intensive Yeshiva
centered to large congregational groups. But there are 
no alternatives to Orthodoxy. It is time to stop cooperat
ing in the perpetuation of the dangerous fiction that 
these groups represent, and the religious legitimacy 
that they bestow. l'I' 

Charting. a. CQurse For the Futul'.e 
'rogethe.r...;.Witf'I• Whom? 

An unprecedented jointleadel"ShiP confE?rence of the 
Synagogue Councn. of .America and the World Je~i~.h 
Congress on °0irectlons l'or JudaisnHn I.he so's,• btifj{l
ing tog et Mr many pf the world's lmportantJ.ewish laYand 
religious lllad!>rs, was conve11ed in New York .. on Sep
temb<!r.2 ('82)to .examine the direction ofJudaismJnthe 
coming decade. Among thespeakerswere lsrilel'ScMiryis
ter of Rellgion, or: Josef Burg,Wh() delivered the keynote 
.featurM address; the Chief Rabbi of .France, Rene. Sirat, 
theGhle! R:>bbi ofHungary, Laszlo Salgo,andtr0inLatin 
America, Or. Richard Hirsch, the.Executive Directo.r bf the 
World Union tor Progressive Judaism, who served·as the 
expert analyst: To assess !heAmerican scene, the current 
lay and rabbinical leadership of the main br.anches of 
American Judaism~orthodox, Conservative, and Re· 
form-came together for a thorough•going and compre
henslve sorv_ey. 

from a press release. 
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Rabbi Ary eh Kaplan1i-'i:':' Uii=i, one of the most 
prolific writers of our generation, blessed with 
productive talents rare in any time, passed away 
on January 28/14 Shevat at the age of 48. He wrote 
a large number of books and pamphlets on basic 
topics of faith and milzva observance for NCSY, as 
well as a hashkofa series for Young Israel. In addi
tion, he translated Torah classics into English, 
including the complete Miam Lo'ez (Torah Anthol
ogy) from the original Ladino, THE LIVING TORAH, 
Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzzato's Derech Hashem, as 
well as the writings of Reb Nachman of Breslav. A 
member of THE JEWISH OBSERVER'S Advisory 
Council and a frequent contributor to its pages, 
Rabbi Kaplan had a gift for presenting complex 

issues in an easily understood, popular style. 
Among the articles that he wrote are: Rabbi 
Moshe Feinstein's call to "A Time for Action" 
(June, '73), "Gateway to the Past" on old seforim 
(April '75), "Kutzo Shel Yud" on scribal arts (Sept. 
'75), "A Gel in Monsey (Dec. '76), "The Partner
ship" on Yissachar-Zevulun contracts (Jan. '78) 
and "Technology in Service of Torah" (Oct. '80). 

Rabbi Kaplan was also active in Kiruv on the 
personal level as a lecturer, mentor and host to 
people searching for Yiddishkeil. He will be sorely 
missed by Kial Yisroel. 

rn:;nwc K'iii r1:Ki 'i'J.' ?:ii 
il":r~:in 

Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan i1:J1::l? 1J11:Ji 

Davening With Kavana 
Technical Preparations for Achieving A Higher Consciousness 

Prologue 

Several years ago, I received a telephone call from 
Moishe, a senior yeshiva student whom I knew for 
some time. A problem that had been bothering him for a 

10 

n,umber of years was becoming especially troublesome. 
He complained that since davening involved saying the 
same words day after day, praying had become mean
ingless to him. How can one say the same words three 



times a day, day after day, and still find them meaning
ful? 

A week or two after that, a rabbi from a town in Long 
Island asked me to speak to Lisa, who had become 
involved with TM (Transcendental Meditation). When 
she came to my house I asked her to explain TM to me. 
She replied that it consisted of repeating a mantra over 
and over. The mantra was a special phrase given to her 
by her master. 

"That's all there is to it?" I asked her, incredulously. 
"That's it," Lisa replied. "If you repeat the same 

phrase over and over, and do it in the right manner, it 
can bring you to higher states of consciousness. 

To be sure, TM, which is a type of avoda zara (idolatry), 
bears absolutely no relationship to davening. Nonetheless 
the range of psychological responses TM provokes may 
help us understand human reactions. If repeating a 
meaningless phrase can have a certain psychological 
effect, then repeating a very highly meaningful prayer 
may well have an even stronger effect. (Didn't Reb 
Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz 7"::n teach a generation of 
Yeshiva bachurim that for a dance ni,Run to be savored, it 
should not be sung for three minutes and then be dis
carded for a fresh one, but that it should be repeated for 
as much as forty five minutes at a time? Then the 
meaning of the words begins to sink in and penetrate 
the emotions. The repetition of key phrases over a 
period of time can also be effective. 

Davening and Prophecy: 

Shedding the Physical 

The two incidents brought to mind a phrase that I had 
seen in the Shulchan Aruch (Code of Jewish Law; 98:1) in 
reference to the Chassidim Harishonim (pious men of old) 
who made a practice of being misboded before they 
recited the Amida. This was similar to the Rambam's 
comment that the prophets would be mis boded when they 
would want to attain prophecy, suggesting a link 
between davening and the prophetic state. 

Understanding the word midboded, which is fascinating 
in itself, is a key to preparing for lefilla. Literally, misboded 
means to isolate oneself, from the root boded, meaning 
"to be alone." But, as the Rambam's son Rabbi Avraham 
points out (in his Sefer Hamaspik), self-isolation can be 
external or internal. External isolation is simply leaving 
society and being by oneself. By contrast, "internal iso
lation" consists of "a cessation of activity on the part of 
the perceptive faculty ... isolating it from the soul." The 
Ra/bag (Rabbi Levi Ben Gershon) echoes this and writes 
that being misboded "required the isolation of the con
sciousness from the imagination, or of both (the con
sciousness and the imagination) from the other percep
tive mental faculties." 

This fits well with the Shulchan Aruch·scomment about 
attaining "divestment from the physical" (hispashlus ha
gashmius) through the Amida. Totally divorced from the 
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physical, one would be more ready to be in tune with the 
spiritual. This seems to offer an approach to attaining in 
a genuine manner the very experience that people 
sought from Eastern types of meditation, but could only 
achieve in a shallow way. 

It has been said that many people never develop in 
their davening past the ten-year-old level. While this 
might be true generally, there are surely others who do 
attain the levels of concentration suggested by the Shul
chan Aruch. I consulted with many great rabbis and lzaddi
kim for hints on how to daven effectively. In addition, I 
searched through every available sefer that dealt with the 
subject, especially the commentaries on the Shulchan 
Aruch. Gradually a pattern began to emerge. 

Setting the Atmosphere 

The first requisite is setting the atmosphere. The 
many laws regarding the respect that one must have for 
the synagogue are designed to make the synagogue a 
place with a worshipful, meditative atmosphere. Just 
walking into the synagogue should be an experience 
that prepares a person to commune with his Maker. 
Merely being there should be enough to remove all 
extraneous thoughts from one's mind. 

This entails developing proper synagogue habits, 
which begin with accepting that the synagogue is not a 
place for socializing. One would do well to emulate the 
many Sefardim who do not utter a single irrelevant 
word from the time they enter the synagogue until they 
leave. This would be an excellent habit to develop for its 
own sake, but at least attempting to keep synagogue 
conversation to a minimum is absolutely essential if one 
expects to learn how to develop kavana. 

Incidentally, it may be useful to understand the word 
kavana before going any further. The word has variously 
been translated as "feeling," "emotion," "concentra
tion," or "devotion." Its root, however, is kiven, which 
means "to aim," suggesting "directed consciousness" as 
perhaps the most literal translation of kavana. Indeed, it 
does consist of directing all of one's thoughts toward a 
single goal. 

Most people may find it very difficult to manage this 
for the entire Amida, but they should find it feasible in 
regard to the first Beracha (blessings) of the Amida. In any 
case, it is the most important of the berachos, and accord
ing to the strict letter of the law, if one says it without 
proper kavana, the entire Amida is not valid, and should 
be repeated. 

As an additional consideration, concentrating on the 
first Beracha gives one a realistic goal in lefilla. The first 
blessing is referred to as Avos, which literally means 
"fathers," because it speaks of the perception of HaShem 
as attained by the Patriarchs. Actually the blessing is an 
introduction to achieving one's own individual relation
ship with Ha Shem. When people ask me what the Jew
ish concept of G-d is on an I-Thou level, I refer them to 
this first blessing of the Amida. On a practical level, this 
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first blessing serves to bring a person near to HaShem 
and leads him into the door of the spiritual. 

Slowly, Into A Higher Consciousness 

To make the Amida a genuine spiritual experience, 
one must say it slowly. The Talmud relates that the 
Chassidim Rishonim would spend a full hour (3600 seconds) 
reciting the Amida. Since there are approximately 500 
words in the Amida, this would allot an average of seven 
seconds for each word. This is an extremely slow pace, 
but it gives us a frame of reference for understanding 
that one must daven slowly to attain true kavana. If one 
begins by taking three or four seconds per word for at 
least the first blessing, this in itself can be an extremely 
intense spiritual experience. 

Reciting the words slowly always introduces the pos
sibility that one's mind will wander from the Amida. As 
soon as one is aware that this is happening, advises the 
Shulchan Aruch, he should gently push the thoughts out 
of his mind. At the same time, he might consider the 
Mezricher Maggid's teaching that extraneous thoughts 
enter a person's mind to teach him what he must rectify 
through his worship .... 

It is also important to close one's eyes, at least during 
this first Beracha. The Baal Shem Tov taught that when a 
person is in a state of "expanded consciousness" (mochin 
de-gad/us), one should worship with one's eyes closed, 
while when he is ina state of"constricted consciousness" 
(mochin de-kalnus), one should daven from a Siddur. Since 
one is trying to attain a state of expanded consciousness 
during this first Beracha, he should say it with his eyes 
closed. 

Another means for helping a person achieve a deep 
state of kavana is standing absolutely still during the 
Amida. Many people have the habit of swaying and 
bowing, but, as Rabbi Yishaya Horowitz (thewn;:i;; i'1"7W) 
writes, such movement actually interferes with kavana. 
On a superficial level, swaying and shaking may make a 
person feel mor~ emotional about the words he is say
ing, but drawing upon the deepest emotions requires 
remaining perfectly still. Observing great roshei yeshiva in 
lefilla would seem to bear this out: they remain perfectly 
still during the Amida. 

The Four Occasions For Bowing 

There is, however .. one important exception to this 
-the four time during the Amida when one is required to 
bow. It may take a while to appreciate this, but practical 
experience will demonstrate how they help one achieve 
the proper frame of mind for the Amida. The Talmud 
states that when bowing, one should bend like a rod, 
and rise up like a snake (Berachos 12b). As the Shulchan 
Aruch explains, this means that one should bow down 
quickly, but rise up, head first, very slowly (Drach Chaim 
113:6). Observing our senior roshei yeshiva one can see 
them follow this procedure very closely. 

12 

Obviously, there are many very deep reasons for bow
ing in this fashion. There are meanings, however .. on a 
simpler level. When one raises himself very slowly, he is 
not only slowing down the tempo of his body, he is also 
putting his_mind into a more contemplative framework. 
The bowing thus has the effect of hushing the mind, 
and putting it into a more receptive mood for kavana. It is 
significant that such bowing is required at the begin
ning of the two blessings (together constituting the first 
Beracha) in the Amida that particularly require kavana. 

Reciting the Amida in this manner is a highly effective 
means of entering a deep spiritual state. One says the 
words, especially those of the first Beracha, very slowly, 
either drawing out the wordf or pausing silently after it 
to permit its meaning to sink in. One should not be 
thinking of anything other than the simple meaning of 
the word itself. The word penetrates one's inner beingf 
and draws him into the spiritual. During the silent 
pause between words, the mind is hushed in anticipa
tion of the next word. 

Once a person has recited the first Beracha (which 
includes the first two occasions for bowing) in this 
manner, the rest of the Amida flows relatively easily. It is 
then much more possible to recite the entire Amida with 
a feeling of closeness to HaShem .. without extraneous 
thoughts. 

One may be under the impression that such achieve
ments are only within the reach of very great lzaddikim. 
There are, however, many relatively simple people who 
have learned to daven with such kavana. The very fact 
that the Amida is said three times every day makes the 
experience all the deeper through reinforcement. Indeed, 
experience has borne out that it is something that 
everyone can do. 

Epilogue 

It is interesting to note that my friend, Moishe, began 
to daven in the manner mentioned above, and gradually 
learned to make lefilla an extremely profound expe
rience. As his davening improved, so did his sense of 
closeness to G-d, which in turn helped his learning. 
Indeed, the Talmud says that the learning of the Chassi
dim Rishonim was blessed because of the great amount of 
time they spent in worship. 

Even more interesting is what happened to Lisa, the 
girl from Long Island. Before she was ready to make a 
commitment to Yiddishkeit, she was willing to d1.riien. She 
knew how to read Hebrew, and even went as far as to 
memorize the first blessing of the Amida so as to be able 
to say it in the most effective manner. She soon admit
ted that she was finding davening a deeply spiritual expe
rience .... She eventually enrolled in a girls' seminary, 
and married a kolel man. She still finds her davening pro
foundly spiritual and a means of actually experiencing a 
closeness to Hashem. ~T 
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Bernard Fryshman 

Computer Teaching 
in the Yeshiva: 

Processing the Data, 
Programming the Risks 

I learned FORTRAN in 1960 and found program
ming so simple that I felt almost anyone could learn data 
processing: computer programming would not be a 
secure career, I predicted. No doubt, there will be some 
who will view the conclusions of this article to be just as 
valid. 

The fact is, of course, that most people of average 
intelligence can Jearn to use the computer, and as the 
price of the minicomputer continues its precipitous 
drop, more and more people will find the home compu
ter indispensable for writing letters, preparing their tax 
returns, consulting airlin~ schedules, and handicapping 
horses. As a device that makes life so much easier, it is 
difficult to look at the home computer as anything but a 
boon to mankind. I would venture to say that not having 
a home computer will soon be as unusual and outlandish 
as not having a T. V. 

And indeed, it is to my fellow outlandish Orthodox 
Jews that this piece is addressed. Because I feel the 

Dr. fryshman, associate professor of Physics at !he New York lnslilule of 
Technology, and frequent contributor to these pages, is awed by the role played by fHE 

JEWISH OBSERVER as a trend setter: "One week after I submi/fed my first draft of 
this article, both NEWSWEEK and TIME quickly moved in to slake out their ground, 
the !after with a I 6-page freatmenf of the 'Machine of the Year.'" 
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computer carries with it a danger of a very fundamental 
kind to the future talmidei chachomim who are even now 
growing up in our homes. I am not addressing the 
danger of X-radiation emanating from the screens of 
some home computers; X-radiation is of concern to 
every parent, and the matter will be dealt with inde
pendentlyof us. Rather, I want to address myself to the 
burgeoning use of the computer as a teaching tool. 

SLOPPY Teaching, FLOPPY Disks 

Certainly there is impressive evidence that the com
puter can be used to teach facts, to help a student drill, 
and to provide practice in an effective manner. Ques
tions do remain as to whether a computer can help 
induce careful thought, whether it can transmit deep 
and retentive learning, and whether it leads to real 
understanding. Some of us can't help wondering whe
ther a decade hence we will begin to hear the same kind 
of disquieting reports about computer learning that we 
now hear about 'Sesame Street' learning. In fact, 
NEWSWEEK (12/27/82) reported that eight prestigious 
New York City private schools banded together to resist 
panicky parental pressure to expand the use of compu-
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ters. "Before acceding," added the headmaster of the 
Collegiate School, "we need to see harder evidence that 
introducing more computers and at an earlier level is 
going to improve learning." 

All of which would be of academic interest, were it 
not for the fact that one hears reports of yeshivas 
looking with interest at the computer as a teaching 
device in the secular studies department. And we all 
know what is likely to follow soon after, don't we?• 

Why is it that we in the Yeshiva world, who have been 
so successful with our educational system, should feel 
impelled to follow every "hype" of our secular col
leagues as they thrash about desperately seeking a way 
to teach their children? Given that the words "modern," 
"new," "innovative" are often but euphemisms for 
"premature," "untested" and "shoddy," shouldn't we 
stick to the tried and true? 

Consider that we might be placing malleable, impres
sionable young minds at the disposal of some unknown 
software writer; that we may replace the human 
authority figure represented by the teacher with an 
impersonal electronic device. Will this not have conse
quences in the way Jewish children view authority fig
ures? Are we secure at the thought of students learning 
with little or no interaction with fellow students in the 
classroom? Is it not possible that a student's character is 
molded differently by human approbation compared to 
a screen's "very good, Shloimee"? 

Unfounded fears? Perhaps, but no less an expert than 
MIT's Seymour Papert (the designer of the LOGO lan
guage) was quoted by NEWSWEEK (Dec. 27, '82) as being 
worried that "normal relationships with adults and 
other children could be undermined if tots spend too 
much time at the terminal." For Torah Jews who depend 
so much on the role model of the Rebbe and teacher to 
transmit values and our way of Hfe, the possible conse
quences are far more alarming. 

Live Rebbes, Fresh Software 

Does the student have the opportunity to stretch his 
mind, to search, to probe beyond the limits of the antici
pated and reasonable answer into the innovative, the 
imaginative, the unanticipated? Every instant a teacher 
interacts with a class, he is in essence producing a new 
software package; computer learning is on the other 
hand limited to the interaction anticipated by the soft
ware writer. 

Computer teaching programs often look for the 
superficial, the easy, and the quick retort. Even interac
tive programs demand that students retain an electronic 
umbilical cord contact with the machine. The student 
faced with a question that requires thought is also faced 
with an impatient blinking cursor. Unlike a book which 
sits quietly by, waiting for the student to think, to 

~At the very least, we can f'" pect a new "COMPUTORAH" industry 
to flood us with still anothPr 'new improved way to learn Torah.' 
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reflect, to make a note in the margin, the computer 
demands constant attention and instant response. 

Even at schools where the computer is used as an 
adjunct only, are we certain that a child's ability to learn 
will not have been permanently distorted as a result of 
this exposure to his new kind of teaching? 

By no means are the answers clear. TIME magazine 
quotes one authority as saying that "computers help 
teach kids to think" even as it reports MIT Computer 
Professor Joseph Weizenbaum worrying that"the whole 
world is made to seem computable. This generates a kind 
of tunnel vision, where the only problems that seem 
legitimate are problems that can be put on a computer." 

On a totally different plane TIME reviews work done 
at Berkeley which indicates that "animals trained to 
learn and assimilate information develop heavier cere
bral cortices, more glial cells and bigger nerve cells." 
One unanswered question TIME poses is certainly ger
mane to us: "Does the computer really stimulate the 
brain's activity or, by doing so much of its work, permit 
it to go slack?" 

To which I would add a question of my own:" Are we 
not better off waiting the decade or so needed for 
society at large to determine the effects on other child
ren before exposing our own?" 

Teaching Torah or Teaching Toys? 

For children who fall into special categories such as 
learning disabled, much of the above does not apply. For 
these people any learning is a major accomplishment, 
and in their schools the computer might make a very 
positive impact. 

For the exceptionally gifted children in our yeshivos, 
the computer poses a danger of a very different kind. 
These young people's ability to think, to innovate, to 
acquire knowledge is probably immune to the effects of 
a computer. For them, the computer is not a teaching 
device-but a tool to express oneself in a manner only 
vaguely approximated by pen and paper. 

The computer provides the opportunity to create, to 
process, to be innovative, to be imaginative, without 
having to spend years acquiring a body of knowledge as 
one must do in the world of Torah: There is no need to 
sit at the foot of a Rebbe, to listen to how previous 
Gedolim learned, to first absorb the knowledge of gen
erations before daring to publish one's own views. 

The computer can be a greater yelzer hora to certain 
children than other intellectual disciplines which have 
successfully drawn some children away from Torah. 
Because, after all, many a bright child, an intuitive child, 
an imaginative, innovative child will seize on the com
puter as a means of showing his wares without having 
to wait 30, 40 and SO years before making his mark, as is 
the case in the world of Torah scholarship. 

In a word, Torah cannot compete with the computer 
for the attention of certain bright children; such child-
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ren will not sit in the Beth Medrash to absorb year after 
year, if they can sit down at the computer and instan
taneously shine on their own. 

Omnipotence on the Fantasy Network 

The TIME article raises another issue which I must 
admit I was unaware of-and which one would hope 
does not apply to our children. Young people, we are 
told, take to the computer as "a system that fits natu
rally into their lives";" .. , the computer is a screen that 
responds to them, hooked to a machine that can be 
programmed to respond the way they want it to. That is 
power." Children are good at programming we are told, 
"often better than their teachers, even in the early 
grades." Children "treat it as play, a secret skill, un
known among many of their parents. They delight in 
cracking corporate security and filching financial secrets, 
inventing new games and playing them on military 
networks, inserting obscene jokes into other people's 
programs." Nor is our unease assuaged by Professor 
Weizenbaum's description of the new computer genera
tion as "bright young men of disheveled appearance 
[playing out] megalomaniacal fantasies of omnipotence:' 

Once again, it is possible I am wrong. Maybe we will 
find yeshivas able to cope with a device which has mes-

merized bright children to the extent that they have 
been known to go without food and drink as they sit in 
front of a screen .. creating, creating, creating. But I 
cannot help thinking that as it is, less than 10% of the 
bright Jewish children in America ever set foot in a 
yeshiva. To put the brightest and best that we have in 
contact with a mechanism that might draw their 
interest away from Torah seems little short of 
foolhardy. 

I don't suppose my ideas will gain widespread cur
rency or acceptance. At best, some parents and some 
yeshivos will become aware of a new potential risk 
facing children. On the whole, the mini-computer revo
lution will probably engulf a good part of our com
munity-as did T.V., and as 'Orthodox Jewish' radio 
now threatens to do. Indeed, I am well aware that my 
own children will also ultimately be exposed to the 
mini-computer. But as is the case with T.V., it won't be 
in their yeshiva and it won't be in their home. ~T 

In next month's JEWISH OBSERVER: "Torrwr
row's Technology-Are We Afraid To Use It 
Today?" Readers are advised to withhold cor
respondence regarding Dr. Fryshman's arti
cle until the appearance of the next article. 
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RIKA BREUER TEACHERS SEMINARY 
DAY DIVISION 

85-93 Bennett Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10033 

announces that registrations for the school year 1983/4 (5744) are due as of now. 
Rika Breuer Teachers Seminary offers a two-year program of advanced Jewish studies 

dedicated to preparing young women for life in the modern world in the true spirit of Beth Jacob. 
Students benefit from the institution's twenty years of experience in conveying Torah values and 

knowledge, developing character and middos, and training inspired educators. 
The course of studies leads to either a general diploma or a teacher's diploma and Torah 

Umesorah's teacher's license. 
Special arrangements for students who have completed one year of Seminary in Eretz Yisroel. 

Special Optional Programs: 
Training Course for Training Course for 

Teaching Secular Studies High School Teaching 
• Financial aid available • Dormitory facilities 

• Student teaching in conjunction with Metropolitan area schools 

FOR INFORMATION CALL (212) 568-6200. 
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An Urgent Cry For Help! 

Members of the Vaad Hachinuch: 
Rabb'1 Yaakov Kamenetsky, Rabbi Aaron 

Schechter with Be' er Hagolah students. 

BE'ER HAGOLAH INSTITUTES 
1709 Kings Highway 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11229 

(212) 627-7800 

It is now four years since Be'er Hagolah opened its doors to 
care for the spiritual needs of the children of our Russian 
brethren newly arrived on these shores. During this short span 
of time hundreds of children have benefitted from Be'erHagolah, 
receiving a basic education in Emunah and performance of 
Mitzvos. Many of them have already matriculated to mainstream 
yeshivos and Bais Yaakov schools. 

Close to 400 children ('":l) are currently enrolled in Be'er 
Hagolah's full nine-year program of religious and secular stu
dies. The teachers are performing their task with the utmost 
devotion, overcomig countless formidable obstacles. No ex
pense is spared in making the Be' er Hagolah program top-notch 
in quality, so it can complete favorable with non-religious 
schools, and to instill a sense of pride in the hearts of its 
students. 

Until now, the vast financial burden of Be'er Hagolah was 
carried by a small group of devoted individuals as well as from 
general contributions. But the deficit has so grown that it threat
ens the very existence of this extraordinary school. The teachers 
are months behind in their salary payments, and the pile of 
unpaid bills is growing day by day. 

We must therefore turn with a cry for help to the broad public 
that appreciates the value of imbuing our children with our 
sacred tradition; Do all within you power to save be' er Hagolah! 
Respond to this plea to fulfill your role as responsible member of 
Kial Yisrael with the generosity that it so deserves, and you will 
be amply rewarded with the blessings of He who watches over 
Kial Yisroel' 

(signed) THE VAAD HACHINUCH: Rabbi Vaakov Kamenetsky, 
chairman, Rabbi Yisroel Belsky, Rabbi Shmuel Berenbaum, 
Rabbi Joshua Fishman, Rabbi Avner German, Rabbi Avrohom 
Pam, Rabbi Yaakov Perlow, Rabbi Aaron Schechter, Rabbi Elya 
Svei 

,---Just in time 
Now you can gain insight into the 

significance of the lewish holidays by 
exploring the Megilloth that are associ-The widely acclaimed 

Linear translation 
of the Megilloth 
and of Rashi. 

6 
lfi SOLE TRADE DISTRIBUTOR 

Philip Feldheim, Inc. 
96 EAST BROADWAY. NEW YORK 10002 

Thr Jewish Oh>en1cr/f'rlnuary, T9!'l3 

ated with them This handsome cloth
bound edition. printed on fine paper and 

using all vowel pointed. simple Hebrew 
lettertorms-w1th an accurate. easy-to"read 

I inear English translation of both the Megi\lah 
text and Rashi-is presented for the first time 

It is a perfect gift for the scholar. layman or student 

Available for S 1·195 from your local bookstore or 
from the sole trade distributor. Philip Feldheim, Inc. 

96 East Broadway_ New York 10002_ Mail orders from 
New York residents should include appropriate sales 

tax Allow 2 weeks for post-patd delivery 
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BOOKS 

Holocaust Literature 
Revisited 

a review article 
Incomplete, and Thus False 

We are accustomed to speak of the "judgment of 
history." An English writer once pointed out that this 
judgment is pronounced, in the first place, upon the 
historian; as we view his work in proper perspective, do 
we find that he has dealt fairly with the past, or have his 
prejudices and biases led him to write a distorted 
account? As he sat down to pen his work, he may have 
seen himself as the master and arbiter of the historical 
happenings he was describing, but in the end, he has to 
stand in judgment for how he has carried out his task. 
This is particularly true when he has undertaken to deal 
with a subject as traumatic and fraught with challenge 
to man's understanding as the Holocaust. 

These thoughts came to mind as this reviewer 
perused Britain and the Jews of Europe, 1939-1945 by 
Bernard Wasserslein (Institute of Jewish Affairs, London, 
1979, $17.95). The academic credentials of the author, 
head of Holocaust studies at Brandeis University, are 
impeccable. The book is carefully organized. The docu
mentation seems most thorough, in keeping with the 
author's solemn emphasis, in the preface, that "fairness 
requires that the evidence be presented in as complete a 
form as possbile." But, alas, closer examination of this 
work shows a different picture-and a most disturbing 
one at that. This book is very thorough up lo a point; and 
at that point a curtain of devastating silence descends. 

You do not have to be a professor of Holocaust stu
dies but only to have lived in England for a few years 
during or after the war, to have heard of a Chief Rabbi's 
Emergency Council which saved large numbers of 
adults and children, or to recognize the name of Dr. 
Solomon Shonfeld, who was the architect of these 
rescue efforts. Yet in the impressive list of acknowl
edgements one looks in vain for the names of any of the 
men connected with these and related refugee matters. 
They do not appear in the index or in the text of the 
book; nor is there any reference in the elaborate biblio
graphy to the files of the Chief Rabbinate, the Union of 
Orthodox Congregations, the Emergency Council, or 
Agudath Israel (there is one reference to Agudath Israel 
in the entire book, in connection with a message from 
Switzerland). Needless to say, the Jewish Chronicle as well 
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as the London Times are listed as sources, but not the Jewish 
Tribune. The Academic Assistance Council is given its 
due for having helped many scholars, as is the Move
ment for the care of Children from Germany which, as 
it happens, did not only deal with Jewish children (and 
placed many Jewish children in non-Jewish foster 
homes); but nary a word about the extraordinary work 
and achievements of Dr. Shonfeld and the Orthodox 
agencies. The explanation is, of course, quite simple: the 
author has ignored all these aspects of refugee and 
rescue work which were not controlled and approved by 
the establishment, represented by the Board of Depu
ties and the forces controlling it. 

Rescue-But Don't Jeopardize the State! 

It must be realized, moreover, that his adherence to 
what can only be called the official party line has not 
only seriously falsified the picture of the British rescue 
efforts; it also influenced the way in which he has 
treated some of the major issues in his book. There is no 
question about the correctness of the appalling picture 
that he draws of the callousness of the Allies when faced 
with Jewish suffering. But when, in contrast, he pro
jects the image of a united Jewry making every possible 
effort for resuce, he misleads the reader. In Great Bri
tain, as in Eretz Yisroel and in the States, the Zionist 
leadership was firmly committed to do everything to 
rescue Jews but only if it would not interfere with the 
primary effort to gain Eretz Yisroel. Thus Professor Was
serstein describes at length the various approaches 
made to the British government on behalf of the rescue 
of Jews after Dec. 17, 1942, including the obviously 
futile request by Shertok (Sharet) concerning Palestine 
certificates; but he makes no mention at all of the Parli
amentary Rescue Committee initiated at that time by 
the Chief Rabbi's Council, which lined up 277 members 
of Parliament behind a strong parliamentary motion for 
rescue of Jews-and, of course, the reader never learns 
that this motion never came to a vote because of Zionist 
opposition, as there was (for excellent tactical reasons) 
no mention of Palestine in it. 

PrOfessor Wasserstein's selectivity in reporting is 
almost amusingly illustrated in his report on the mission 
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of Joel Brand who came from Hungary to offer to trade 
100,000 Jewish lives; the Professor writes that "Shertok 
was permitted to interview Brand in Aleppo where he 
was being held in custody by the British" (p. 254). The 
innocent reader will never guess that Brand came to be 
in Aleppo in British custody because Shertok escorted 
him there, persuading him to leave the security of Tur
kish soil to face arrest by the British and failure of his 
mission! Needless to say, the extensive bibliography 
does not include Brand's own book or such works as 
Rabbi M.B. Weissmandel's Min Hameitzar, and even 
more significantly, it does not list Shabbtai Beit-Zvi's 
volume on Post-Ugandian Zionism in the Crucible of the Holo
caust, which is based on the records of the Zionist actions 
Committee itself and throws a new light on many of the 
subjects that Professor Wasserstein discusses. 

Required Reading for Our Youth 

Lest the reader be overly depressed by this report, let 
him take heart. History not only passes judgment on 
errant historians, but also tends to set the record 
straight. A new book, Solomon Shonfeld, His Page in 
History, edited and with a biographical essay by David 
Kranzler and Gertrude Hersch/er (Judaica Press, NY, 1982, 
$8.95-softcover), provides a profoundly moving por
trait of the man who literally gave the bulk of his life to 
rescue Jews. This book, which should be required read
ing for our youth, consists of first-hand accounts of the 
Nazi era's hatzalah work done by this truly inspired indi
vidual, written by some of those whom he saved. 
Moreover, these accounts draw a remarkable picture of 
the background of the times-the despair and suffering 
of the Jews caught in the Nazi web, and the problems of 
starting a new existence from scratch, without family, 
without any material resources, without even a knowl
edge of the language of their new home. The book is 
divided into several sections, apart from a general intro
duction, dealing respectively with the childen's trans
ports to England, the evacuation of the children to the 
English countryside during the 'Blitz', the internment of 
"enemy aliens,'' and Dr. Shonfeld's work for the survi
vors of the camps. No reader will be able to lay down 
this volume unmoved. 

Thorough-Bui Where Are the Shuls? 

Historians are not only judged for their conscious 
decisions in handling their subject matter-even their 
limitations of insight inevitably stultify their work. 
Take for example the recent volume on The Jews of 
Warsaw, 1939-1943, by Yisrael Gutman (Indiana Univer
sity Press, Bloomington, 1982, $24.95). In three sections 
the author traces the life and fate of the Jews of War
saw: ghetto, underground, and revolt. He is a master at 
organizing and presenting complex technical data, and 
his book is replete with details about almost all facets of 
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Jewish life. Almost all facets-for there is a glaring gap: 
the religious and even the educational life of the ghetto 
is totally ignored. In the section on the daily life in the 
ghetto, we find mention of the "promenade" and the 
sunbathing areas; theaters and restaurants are at least 
mentioned-but nothing about the schools and the syn
agogues, or any discussion of the role Jewish spiritual 
matters played in the ghetto (the chapter on organiza
tions lists the various social service groups, but none of 
the educational or religious institutions). 

While the author goes into great detail about many of 
the personalities involved in one form or another in the 
final stages of the ghetto, there is no mention of Rabbi 
Menachem Ziemba (or the negotiations between the 
Catholic Church and him and the other Rabbonim 
offered sanctuary outside). This may perhaps be due to 
the author's unfamiliarity with the religious world (or is 
his reference to l.M. Levin as father-in-law of the Gerer 
Rebbe just a slip?). Perhaps his neglect of the inner life 
of Warsaw Jewry is due to the fact that, as it appears, 
this book was originally meant to deal primarily with 
armed resistance, and the sections on the ghetto and the 
underground were meant as an introduction. Yet the 
very narrowing of the focus on only armed resistance is 
significant; the author's one reference to "many instan
ces of resistance expressed through the organized 
observance of religious commandments" hardly does 
justice to the role played by "the resistance of the 
spirit" -the author simply suffers from a limitation of 
insight, akin to those he comments on in his preface, 
which keeps his book from being an adequate account of 
the Jews of Warsaw. 

A Tortured Cry: What is Happening? 

This is all the more remarkable because his sources 
are quite unambiguous in their message-notably the 
diary of Chaim A. Kaplan which he frequently quotes, 
which has been published under the title Scroll of 
Agony, translated and edited by Abraham I. Katsh (a new 
and more complete English edition by Collier Books, 
N.Y., 1973, $6.95 paper). Chaim Kaplan was the princi
pal of a Hebrew school in Warsaw. Unlike Emmanuel 
Ringelbaum in his famous diary, he would appear to 
have been less concerned in his daily notations with 
recording the detailed happenings than with giving 
voice to his thoughts and reactions. As a result, there 
speak from the pages of his diary the tortured feelings 
of a Jew who cries out to G-d over what is happening to 
His people, and who relates the events of the day to the 
flow of Jewish history. It is not for a brief review to 
analyze the specific religious and national philosophy of 
Chaim Kaplan; that would be a major undertaking in 
itself. Whether the reader agrees with every approach 
of his or not, he cannot fail to be profoundly moved by 
the undying faith that is expressed here-and the 
strength that the religious Jew derived from it, beaten, 
starved and crushed though he was. 
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The Jewish Observer 
Thejewish Train-of-Thought 

AVAILABLE AT SELECTED 
NEWSSTANDS NOW! 

"Even If He Kills Me, I Hope in Him" 

This is the essential point of another volume that 
merits our attention, The Unconquerable Spirit, Vig
nettes of the Jewish Religious Spirit the Nazis Could 
Not Destroy, compiled by Simon Zuker, translated and 
edited by Gertrude Hirsch/er (N.Y., 1980, Zachor Institute, 
$9.95-hardcover, $6.95-softcover). The brief stories 
gathered in this volume will deeply touch the reader
and that, of course, is the goal to which they are 
directed: to keep alive the memory of the Kiddush Hashem 
that took place amidst the misery and suffering of the 
Holocaust. It would be a dangerous mistake for those 
who did not have to live through those terrible happen
ings to content themselves with taking pride in the acts 
of Kiddush Hashem, such as are described here, and maybe 
even romanticizing those years; and that certainly is not 
the purpose of the author (or of other writers who have 
previously written in this vein, for instance Moshe 
Prager, in Sparks of Glory). What he is telling us, 
rather, through the incidents here recounted, is that 
"even if He kills me, I still put my hope in Him"-that it 
is possible to see even a Holocaust as part of G-d's world 
and to preserve and manifest one's trust in Him in the 
midst of its horrors.* 

The book contains a general statement on the pur
pose of the Zachor Institute-to keep the Holocaust and 
its lessons alive within traditional Jewry. This is, of 
course, a program that must be pursued under the gui
dance of Gedolei Yisroel, and one particul!lr idea put for
ward in this volume has not found their approval-the 
institution of a special day of mourning for the destruc
tion of European Jewry. But the general objective of 
preserving for ourselves and our children the memory 
of the events-and a truer understanding than is pro
vided by so much of the current flood of Holocaust 
literature-is certainly most valid. 

Tales of Spiritual Heroism and Loyalty 

In many ways similar to The Unconquerable Spirit is 
Chasidic Tales of the Holocaust, edited by Yaffa Eliach 
(Oxford University Press, N.Y., 1982, $15.95). The 
author is herself a survivor of the Holocaust, and almost 
all of the stories here recounted tell of spiritual heroism 
and loyalty manifested during those terrible years, or 
otherwise throw a light on Jewish suffering and Jewish 
destiny. There are unforgettable vignettes-persona
'.ities and happenings that sum up not only the essence 

*This point is made very clear in With G-d in Hell (N.Y., 1979, Sanhed
rin Press), by Eliezrr Berkovits, a large and varied number of incidents are 
painstakingly collected and beautifully recounted, adding up to a 
remarkable evocation of the spirit of innumerable Jews who, through 
all their experiences, clung to their Emunah, trust in G~d. Unfortu
nately, when the author, in the last chapter, turns to the lessons to be 
learnt for the future, this reviewer found his ideas both inadequate 
and questionable-very different from what Gedolim have taught us 
about the meaning of events for us. 
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of the Hasidic world on fire, but of the authentic Jewish 
spirit in all its varied manifestations through millennia 
of soul-searching trial. The largest group of stories is 
drawn from the experiences of the Bluzhover Rebbe, 
Rabbi Israel Spira, revered member of the Moetzes Gedolei 
Ha Torah, and his family; but many other personalities, 
from the Hasidic and the non-Hasidic world pass 
through these pages. Inevitably many or most of the 
stories will deeply stir and inspire the reader, and for 
this we must be most grateful to Prof. Eliach. And 
yet-honesty compells this reviewer to confess that he 
is disturbed by the way the book presents these stories. 
There are the exorbitant claims made for the book, in 
the first place; the special preview excerpt lying before 
this reviewer calls it "the first collection of original 
Hasidic ta1es in a century" (as if no stories had been told, 
written, and collected about Hasidic leaders of the last 
generation), and "the first exploration of the spiritual 
dimension of survival in the Holocaust" (as if Moshe 
Prager, and many others had never set pen to paper, 
long before this book appeared). 

Such claims could be excused as excesses of press 
agentry; however, they appear to be connected with a 
more fundamental shortcoming. Prof. Eliach was not 
content to let the heroes of these stories speak for 
themselves, but very elaborately put their all-too-real 
experiences into the grand tradition of the Hasidic folk
tale (complete with references to the totally allegorical 
tales of Rabbi Nachman and the"Hasidic" tales of Peretz 
and Buber). On the one hand this has caused her to 
include a few selections that struck this reviewer as 
superficial or worse (such as the story about Churchill 
and the Gerer Rebbe); and, on the other hand, even 
though Prof. Eliach had made every effort to verify the 
stories as far as possible, readers will be tempted to 
wonder whether they are being presented with true 
happeniI'gs or with "fanciful miracle tales" and "true 
myths" (readers' comments quoted in the preview 
excerpt.) 

In her introduction, Prof. Eliach observes that the 
Judaic Studies department of Brooklyn College was the 
ideal agency for carrying through this project. This 
reviewer feels, in contrast, that the faults of the book 
may be due to the desire to turn it into an academic 
project. Putting aside the question whether, scientifi
cally speaking, the tales presented are really folktales, 

Judah Dick (formerly with the Office of the 
Corporation Counsel of NYC) announces the 
opening of a general practice law office in 
association with Joseph Goldburd 

160 lile Avenue/Brooklyn, NY 11211 
875-2100 
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Rudolf Vrba, who worked in the camps: "Slowly the bags and the 
clothes and the food and the sad, smiling photographs became peo
ple to me: the prams became babies and the heaps of carefully 
segregated little shoes became children, like my cousin, Lici, i'n 

Topolcany." 
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and typically Hasidic ones at that (many similar tales are 
reliably reported from other segments of the Torah 
world), this reviewer is firmly convinced that Prof. 
Elicah would have done greater justice to the Kedoshim if 
she had just let them speak for themselves; the old 
rule of our Sages that "to add means to take away" 
surely applies to this case. These additions are a pity, for 
there is so much of value in this book. 

"Touches Us Most Intimately" 

A most unusual book about the Holocaust is The 
Auschwitz Album-a book of photographs based upon 
an album discovered by a concentration camp survivor, 
Lili Meier, with text by Peter Hellman (Random House, 
N.Y., 1981, $23.50). In May 1944, Lili Meier and her 
entire family-parents and five brothers-were de
ported from Bilke, Hungary, to Auschwitz, with all the 
other Jews of their town. At the very end of the war, 
which she alone of her family survived, she discovered 
an album of photographs belonging to a German sol
dier; by incredible coincidence it contained pictures of 
the Bilke Jews as they arrived in Auschwitz and went 
through the selection process. There are no pictures of 
atrocities or of such horrors as stacked corpses; yet 
despite this-perhaps because of this-the book has a 
very strong impact on the reader: the figure of six 
million dead passes our understanding, but the faces 
looking at us on these pages could be neighbors of ours, 
and therefore their fate truly touches us most in
timately. 
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Details That Brings the Horror Home 

For the same reason, another recent volume will cap
ture the reader's attention: The Macmillan Atlas of the 
Holocaust, by Marlin Gilbert (Macmillan N.Y,, 1982, 
$19.95). This book consists primarily of maps showing 
different areas occupied by the Nazis, and the anti
Jewish steps taken there; the maps are supplemented by 
explanatory text and photographs. One might suspect 
such maps to be dry and boring, but the author uses 
them effectively to help us grasp the meaning of the 
Holocaust by focusing on details which bring the horror 
truly home to us. Thus on pg. 111 a map of France 
has the names of 27 children, aged two and three 
years, superimposed upon the places from which they 
were deported to Auschwitz-a heatrending detail, 
which makes us think about some of the innumerable 
personal tragedies that together made up the Holo
caust. On pg. 168, we are shown the British Channel 
Islands-and the names of some of the 100 Jews that 
died there. Notations on a map of the Aegen Sea indi
cate that the 1800 Jews of Corfu died, but the 257 Jews 
of neighboring Zante were saved by the local mayor and 
priest. Other maps show that victims of the crematoria 
came from all over the world-New York, Jerusalem, 
Cairo, Liverpool and Sao Paulo for instance. And we are 
taught a lesson about the workings of Providence when 
noting, on a map of France, that when the Nazis des
troyed the French village of Oradour, killing all its resi
dents, seven Jews were caught in this trap because they 
had chosen this village as a hiding place. 

Bare Outlines 

For general reference on the Holocaust, an American 
Jewish Committee pamphlet may serve as a good intro
duction: About the Holocaust, by D. Rabinowitz (1979). A 
small bibliography is included. While useful, this pam
phlet gives only the barest outline of what happened. 
Thus, it does not touch on subjects such as spiritual 
resistance. 

The first comprehensive treatment of the Nazi perse
cution of the Jews was The Black Book, published in 
1946 by a group of Jewish organizations in preparation 
for the Nuremberg trials. A new, revised edition has 
now been published (Nexus Press, N.Y., 1982, $31.95). 
While much more is known now, the basic informtion 
provided by this work is still very essential and useful. 

Spotlight on Wallenberg, Belarus 

The Holocaust is such a vast subject that it keeps on 
generating monographs on specific aspects that may 
heretofore have received only limited attention-or 
none at all. Wallenberg-The Man in the Iron Web by 
Elenore us/er (Prentice-Hall, Englewood, N.J., 1982, 
$15.50), is a comprehensive treatment of the life, work, 
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disappearance, and likely fate of the Swedish diplomat 
who saved uncounted Jewish lives while stationed in 
Budapest, and then disappeared into a Russian prison. 
Ms. Lester explains many puzzling points, such as the 
Russians' interest in Wallenberg, and marshalls the evi
dence indicating that he is still alive in Russian hands. It 
is to be hoped that this book (and several others that 
have recently appeared) will serve to keep the spotlight 
on this case, and perhaps help lead to the freeing of this 
noble and dedicated man. 

A subject that has totally escaped attention hereto
fore is treated in The Belarus Secret, by John Loftus 
(Knopf, N.Y., 1982, $13,95). The author worked for the 
Justice Department, investigating war criminals in the 
U.S. Here he reveals that some of the worst White 
Russian murderers, collaborators of the Nazis, were 
brought to this country by an agency of the U.S. 
government; how laws were broken and Congress was 
lied to, in order to protect them; and how many of them 
still live in a quiet New Jersey community (which boasts 
the only memorial on this continent with the S.S. insig
nia on it!). The book makes chilling reading-and builds 
a powerful case for effective civilian control of secret 
governmental agencies. ~T 
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Menachem Zahavi 

The Russians Are Returning 

Study group in the shadow of KGB headquarters, This photograph has ba11 aliertd ta prated the individuals present. 

Originally, I entertained a certain theory, but then reconsidered and reached a new conclusion, First/ thought that perhaps Heaven had 
de:;paired of Russian Jewry and so would not restore them la their roots, but would let them eventually disappear from the community of 
Israel like the Ten Lost Tribes. But upon reflection I felt that of the Russian Jews it is certainly said: "The lime will yet come. The day will come 
when they will return lo their raols."-Rabbi Elchonon Wasserman 1'"'1, in 1939, as quoted in REB ELCHONON, Mesorah 
Publications. 

It is now 65 years that the Communists have been 
attempting to purge all traces of Judaism from Mother 
Russia-43 years since Reb Elchonon expressed his 

"Menachem Zahavi," a Long !.>land businessman, visited Russia a lillle over a 
year ago. Some names haPe been rh11nged to pr(lfecf tire identity of the principals. 

The Jewish Olisen1er!Fdiruary, 19B3 

seemingly baseless optimistic hope ... forty three 
years, during which the Soviets continued to view reli
gion as "the opiate of the masses" and tried to eradicate 
it as though it were a deadly addiction ... forty three 
years during which all expressions of Jewish identity 
have been stifled to the point of suffocation ... a total of 
three generations during which hundreds of thousands 

25 

l 



Study group in fhe shadow of KGB headquarters. 
This photograph has bee11 altered fa protect the individuals present. 

of Jews have simply vanished, many never to be heard 
from again. Quite logically, the Communist leadership 
and the world at large expected the entirety of Soviet 
Jewry to disappear completely. But they refuse to do 
that. A stubborn spark continues to burn. 

In America, where some 70,000 recent Soviet Jewish 
emigres live, communal groups and individuals have 
been investing time, money and effort to reunite their 
Russian brethren with their heritage. But in spite of the 
best of intentions, the experience has been frustrating 
and the successes spotty. Yet in Russia-the sourceland 
of their problem, there are signs of hope. Is it possible 
that we of the free world can learn from the achieve
ment behind the Iron Curtain? 

Did "The Day'' Arrive? 

It was several months back. I was preparing for a 
personal trip to Russia, to vacation in the homeland of 
my grandparents, hoping against hope, expecting 
against all logic to meeet Jews who are committed to a 
life of Yiddishkeil ... to see for myself if "the day" has 
finally come. 

Before departing on my trip to the Soviet Union, I 
called on Reb Shneur Kotler ':>"'.>1 for a Beracha and some 
advice. I asked the late Rosh Hayeshiva if he had a 
message for any young baalei teshuva I might be meeting. 
He said, 'i'Nitv~ i\7lJ ri~iN ri1iy HiJYT ~~i iK "'T t:JNi "Tell them 
that they are G-d's witnesses to the eternalism of 
Israel." 

When I left him, I marveled: If after decades of sup
pression, the spiritual spark of Sinai is actually being 
fanned into a flame, the Divine Hand is truly at work 
here. 
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Sasha and Others 

Sasha was the fifteenth and last participant to enter 
the small, sparsely furnished dining room. The window 
was closed, the curtains tightly drawn and the door 
shut. Within minutes the room was pulsating with the 
familiar sounds of a Gemora shiur. Oaf Sa in Babba Melzia 
was being learned .... A question was posed by one of 
the advanced students. A quick retort based on a com
mentary by Reb Elchonon Wasserman was offered as a 
possible solution .... I sat in this cramped room absorb
ing these sights and sounds with a feeling of complete 
disbelief. We were not in Yerushalayim, nor was this 
New York. We were in the shadowof K.G.B. headquar
ters in downtown Moscow. The participants were all 
Russian natives, products of a society that has been 
supressing all religious activity for three generations. 
And the authority being quoted was none other than 
Reb Elchonon, the source of hope, who had quoted the 
passage: "The time will come." 

There were other incidents: the five hour train ride 
with Alexi and Dmitri, who were going to pick up 
Kosher chickens from a shochet, to bring back home to 
serve at the seuda celebrating their own impending bris 
... scores of Jews standing along a river bank on Rosh 
Hashana, reading the ArtScroll Tashlich one at a time, 
and passing it on to the next fellow ... the mikva in the 
huge shul off Lenin Boulevard, cared for a by a young 
baal leshuva couple, children of ardent Communists, he 
the grandson of the original builder of the mikva in the 
ancient shul, in post-Revolutionary Russia. 

When asked why he was bothering to build a mikva 
during those darkest days of Soviet history, the grand
father, then a young man, replied, "Who knows? Some
day there may be some people who will understand the 
importance of mikva-and here it will be, waiting for 
them." 

Are these the beginnings of that time when the Jew
ish people will thirst, not for water, but for the word of 
G-d? What will become of the efforts of these Russian 
baa lei feshuva? Can the key to their success guide us in our 
own struggle to upgrade the religious status of the 
200,000 Russian emigres in Israel and the 70,000 living 
in the U.S.? 

Shimon' s Formula 

My discussion with Reb Shimon Grilius, in Jerusalem, 
was a brief one; it was Erev Succos and there was much 
to do before Yorn Tov. While still in Moscow, and later in 
Christopol Prison, Shimon Grilius had been a first-hand 
participant in the Russian Baal Teshuva movement 
(See Jo, Jan '76). Shortly after his arrival in Erelz Yisroel 
several years ago, he realized that in addition to other 
organized efforts on behalf of Soviet olim, it was impor
tant that a center be established to deal with the needs 
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and particular problems of the Russian immigrant 
commuity-and he created Sh'vut Ami to address that 
need. It is primarily a Yeshiva, headed by Rabbi Eliezer 
Kugel (son-in-law of the late Reb Arye Levine, the "Tzad
dik of Yerushalayim") and his son, Reb Avrohom, that 
reaches out to the uninitiated Russian a/eh and educates 
those interested. Sh'vut Ami also broadcasts a weekly 
radio program in Russianr dealing with Parshas haShavua, 
which has a following in Israel and is monitored in 
Moscow. Reb Shimon feels that one of the reasons of 
his program's success is the involvement of Russian 
personnel, who can relate to potential students. 

In the Field with Yehuda 

Yehuda Gordon's appearance is indistinguishable 
from his neighbors' in the Geulah section of Yerusha
layim. This engaging young man's personal historyr 
however, is most untypical-from his youth in Vilna 
through several years in America, to Yerushalayim, his 
current home. On his way, Yehuda earned several 
degrees from various Universities, and acquired a gift 
for dealing with people that belies his 36 years. He is 
now a member of Kole! Sh'vut Ami. 

His background has made Yehuda eminently success
ful in his outreach efforts. Contacting Russian olirn in 
absorption centers, and in communities populated by 
the immigrants, he engages in one-to-one dialogue and 
group rap sessions, which have so piqued the interests 
of the participants that some of them have begun 
attending Shvut Ami on a regular basis. Take Yuri, a 
newly arrived Russian who lived in a rundown section 
of Tel Aviv, who had been making a number of inquiries 
concerning his faith. Yehuda had heard about Yuri from 
the local Rav, who suggested that a short visit from him 
might go a long way. After a few opening exchanges, 
the two were soon reminiscing about their past, and 
before long, a camaraderie developed between Yuri and 
his visitor. They discussed Yuri's yearning for a more 
fulfilling way of life. Ideas and insights were analyzed . 
. . . Yuri is now learning in Sh'vut Ami. 

With many, the changing process is slow, but Yehuda 
and his colleagues do not retreat from the challenge. 
Their goal is to lead these fledgling baalei teshuva to a 
point where tMy in turn will be able to direct the same 
outreach efforts that warmed them to Yiddishkeil toward 
their own families and friends. Observing these young 
men in action, one begins to think that perhaps their 
long-range plan can work: Educate twenty young Rus
sian Jews, dispatch these Sh'vut Ami alumni across the 
length and breadth of Israel, and witness the fulfillment 
of Reb Elchonon's prediction: the spark of a dormant 
spirit asleep for sixty-five years will be ignited .... 

Why Not in America? 

The situation in America at the present time is not an 
encouraging one. Currently, Jewish education for a 
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Russian immigrant is available on the elementary level 
in such schools as Be'er Hagolah, Mesorah and others, 
and, on a very limited basis, for high school age students. 
Teachers and administration have been working heroi
cally, yet in many cases a lasting student commitment is 
seriously hindered by the parents because of their lack 
of interest at best, and outright antagonism at worst. 
Too often, they're content once their children know 
more than they do about Yiddishkeit, and will transfer 
their children to a public school. Beis Midrash and Kolle! 
facilities directed to the Russian immigrant are non
existent. The activity on behalf of Russin Jews in Amer
ica, which began with so much fervor and hope a few 
years ago, is now tainted by disillusion. It is obvious that 
unless we drastically expand our efforts, we are liable to 
lose the vast majority of 70,000 Russian Jews and their 
subsequent offspring to assimilation. Yet this extra 
effort should not be considered beyond our reach. 

We have matured considerably since the early years 
of this century, when Orthodoxy in America was 
reputedly too weak or inept to educate and guide the 
masses of immigrants arriving on these shores. Ortho
doxy has since come of age, and we should be capable of 
creating effective means to solve this pressing problem. 
Perhaps the direction taken by Sh'vut Ami in Israel 
could be duplicated here: we should embark on a talent 

Lei1ingrad shut. 
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search for Russian Jews who are both educated and 
dedicated enough to staff a center, at whose core would 
be a beis midrash and kollel whose menahalim and initial 
talmidim would be put together from committed Russian 
bnei Torah selected and trained for this purpose. Several 
excellent candidates for this program currently live in 
the United States, while others would have to be 
brought over from Israel. 

When they left Russia last Purim, Misha and Elya chose 
America over Israel because it was their parents' choice and 
they did not want to leave them. Misha had been active in a 
study group in Moscow and had already accepted Shabbos and 
kashrus when in Russia. With Elya, it was curiosity that 
brought him into the group rather than conviction, but once 
they came here, both developed a thirst for additional knowl
edge. By Rosh Hashana, Elya was in shul, davening together 
with his brother. . . . Both found jobs in their respective 
professions-one was an artist, the other an air-conditioning 
engineer-but every spare minute was devoted to Torah . ... 
Simchas Torah, and as the other mispallelim in their shul 
sang and clapped: "Ashreinu, ma tov chelkeinu-How fortu
nate we a:e, how good our lot," the two joined hands and 
highstepped, back and forth, to the rhythm of /he song. 

"What were they doing last year?", someone asked. 
"Singing 'Ashreinuf' " replied Misha, without missing a 

beat. "And now we are living it!" 

Among its activities would be an aggressive outreach 
effort. Hopefully, new adherents would join, thereby 
broadening the base and widening the scope. In addi
tion, the center's staff would be involved with those 
yeshivas ketanos that service Russian immigrant children, 
providing them with role models with whom they could 
identify. Conceivably, a long-range spin-off of this pro
gram would be a ready supply of rebbe'im for these yeshi
vas. This would greatly enhance the potential for suc
cess with both the children and their parents. 

Endless Dreams and finite Hours 

The dream is endless and so are the possibilities, but 
the time to act is now. On my last day in Russia, an old 
Jew who had survived the Stalin era whispered in my 
ear, "The Communists thought for sure that they 
would bury us, but Netzach Yisrael lo yeshaker . .. the spark 
of G-d in every Jew is invincible, it is eternal. ... "Sparks 
have grown to tiny flames that burn bravely in dark 
corners of the USSR. They are being fanned in Jerusa
lem. Will the spark die in America? 'T 

SORRY - we must stop sending 
THE JEWISH OBSERVER when your 
subscription runs out ... RENEW NOW.! 
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A. Scheinman 

Fate or Faith? 
Purim and Yorn HaKippurim 
A Fast-Like the Feast 

Purim is a most joyful festival, but it is also elusive in 
nature. One is convinced that there must be more to it 
than meets the eye. Indeed, the Ari zal (16th Century 
Kabbalist) alludes to the special quality of the day by 
saying that it is similar to the most solemn day of the 
year, Yam HaKippurirn. In fact, the name "Yorn HaKippu
rim" means "a day like Purim" (ke-Purim). This, in turn, 
puzzles more than it clarifies, for two days could not be 
more dissimilar. What binds the two days together? 

The prime similarity between the two lies in the word 
···pur," which means a lottery. Purim was named after the 

*It is interesting to note that Einstein reacted to Heidenberg's 
uncertainty principle with the now famous statement: I cannot believe 
that C-d plays dice with the cosmos. The idea that somewhere within 
the natural realm, human "grasp" ended and the laws of conservation 
need not apply was frustrating to someone who viewed the universe 
as a completely natural system. 

While the uncertainty principle per se, is a formulation of measure
ment !imitation, it was later extended to include real events such as 
particles and fields. In the final analysis, the principle may be 
construed to read that "the laws of nature exist only insofar as 
measurable by outside observation!" 

Rabbi Scheinman, an American studying in a Jerusalem Kolle/, writes 011 

feslinil themes for the readers of TH£ JEW/SH ORS[RV£R 
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lots that Haman cast to determine the day on which to 
kill the Jews. Yorn Kippur also has its lottery-the draw
ing that determined which of two identical goats would 
be brought on the altar in theBaisHamikdash,andwhich 
would be cast off to" Azazel." In what ways are these two 
lotteries connected? What is their significance-which 
apparently is so imposing that the very name of the days, 
expressing their essence, refers to these lotteries? Fur
thermore, in the analogy implied in "Kippurim," Purim is 
presented as more elevated than Yorn Kippur: it is the 
model for the Fast Day. How is this to be understood? 

Perceiving the Divine in Human Events 

Rabbi Eliyahu Eliezer Dessler 7"~! describes three lev
els of perception of Divine Providence. Most striking is 
an encounter with the totally supernatural, the miracle, 
events that are a clear revelation of the Divine will. Such 
events are completely unrelated to our sphere of exist
ence. We read about such occurrences, but never expe
rience them first hand. Nor is it within our power to 
cause miracles to take place. 

At the other extreme is that form of Divine revelation 
described as "nature." While natural occurrences are 
completely within our frame of reference, they are 
phenomena in which the Divine influence is not easily 
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perceived. They are a completely enclosed system of 
cause and effects governed by a set body of laws! 

On a third plane, described variously as" coincidence" 
or"probability," events are perceived as completely nat
ural, but the order and pattern within which they occur 
point to a superior power imposing its will on this seem
ingly natural order of events. 

Divinity Through Lots 

The Torah had a device that underscored this phe
nomenon-the lottery: when Kial Yisroel entered Eretz 
Yisroel, the land was divided both according to the dic
tates of the Urim V'Tumim (the high priest's breast plate, 
which was endowed with spiritual powers of counsel 
and decision) and according to lots (purJ. Since the Urim 
V'Tumim were foolproof, there was no intrinsic need to 
resort to lots to determine which parcel of land would be 
awarded to which Tribe. Its function, then, was not to 
reinforce the decision of the Urim V'Tumim. The lottery 
served to prepare Israel for its transition from its life in 
the desert, where it lived a life completely detached 
from nature, subsisting on manna and water from Miri
am's well, to life in the Land of Israel, where the people 
had to discover the spiritual core inherent within 
nature. They uncovered this through the 1w17nn l'l11lr.l 
yiK~, the Land-related mitzvos which deal with agricultu
ral activity and produce, demonstrating that even in the 
most natural of cycles a spiritual dimension exists. Thus, 
it was not enough to divide Israel by Divine dictum 
alone, one had to find the Divine will inherent in a 
seemingly natural chain of events, the chance drawing 
of lots. 

This very same theme was represented by the lottery 
of Yorn Kippur, for there is a parallel lesson to be mas
tered in our performance of mitzvos. Even though mitzvos 
have rational dimensions to them, the essence of a mitzva 
is the Divine will (compare; "The Aveirah of Doing 
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Mitzvos," J.O., Sept. '81). Thus, on Yorn Kippur, two 
goats, identical in size and shape, were set aside. What 
would decide which one would be selected as a sacrifice 
"for G-d" and which one would represent the essence of 
evil, to be dispatched to Azazel? (See the Commentary of 
the Ramban who learns that this goat represents the 
Satan's portion in this world.) Only a flick of the wrist, 
producing a "chance" lot, which would express the 
Divine will. 

So, too, the lottery of Purim expressed the concept of 
Divine will diffusing into our realm through "natural" 
events. Haman used a lottery to pick a month for killing 
the Jews, and Adar emerged, the month during which 
Israel's Law Giver, Moshe Rabbeinu, had died. This 
same month, however, also contained his date of birth. 
What determines if this month will bring about the 
redemption of Israel or its downfall? In the absence of a 
definitive order of cause and effect, we must turn to an 
answer that lies beyond cause and effect-the Divine 
will. 

Parallels in the Megillah 

This emergence of both the good and evil from an 
identical source occurs repeatedly throughout the Megil
lah. A tree is erected on which to hang the leader of Kial 
Yisroel, only to serve as the hanging post of its most 
virulent foe .... It is due to a situation surrounding the 
queen (Vashti) that Haman gains his prominence, and it 
is due to an involvement with the queen (Esther) that he 
suffers his end .... Haman's fortunes begin with a feast 
and end with a feast ... Zeresh and his friends advise 
him on the method for achieving unchallenged power, 
and they were first to predict his downfall. ... The 
pesukim (passages) themselves ring with a parallel: "and 
the riders went out in haste" (Esther, JV. 15)-"and the 
riders went out in haste" (ibid, V. 14). 
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The very theme of the day is "~1n i~;m" the complete 
reversal in direction of the events occurring-i.e. the 
events stayed the same, but instead of serving as a 
means for bringing harm on Kial Yisroel, they became the 
tool for its redemption. 

The Common Source 

A prime example of a single source producing oppos
ing results is the parah adurna-the red heifer whose 
ashes are used to ritually purify those who have been 
defiled, yet defiles those who are pure. The Midrash 
explains the phenomenon by quoting the verse in Iyov: 
"Who can make a clean one come out of the unclean, if 
not the One?" (lyov, 14). The Sfas Emesexplains that if the 
same means can promote opposite effects, then the 
effect is not inherent in the means but must come from 
some different source. Thus, if the same heifer can both 
purify and defile, then both purity and defilement are 
not traits inherent in the heifer, but are expressions of 
G-d's will. This demostrates "The Oneness" of G-d, for 
nothing exists outside His will. 

This, then, is the common denominator of Purim and 
Yorn Kippur: the negation of "natural" patterns of cause 
and effect, and the realization that the root of all cause 
and effect is G-d's will. 
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Two Approaches to Truth 

Why is Purim considered "higher" than Yorn Kippur? 
(One compares the lesser to the greater.) Both days 
offer a spiritual view of life. There are two ways of 
reaching this metalogical understanding: He can negate 
this world, put himself a bit above it, and recognize 
truth; or he can study the world and involve himself in it 
until he realizes the truth. 

Yorn Kippur uses the first method: We abstain from 
all manner of human activity and emulate Malachim 
(angels). To be sure, we gain a higher perception of fhe 
world, but it is at the price of our humanity. It is not as 
humans that we have gained a higher perception of 
reality, but as angels .... By contrast, Purim affords us 
this understanding through physical involvement and 
intoxication ("a person must imbibe until he does not 
know the difference ... "). Here it is the human being 
who gains this awareness. The gains of Yorn Kippur are 
hard to transfer to everyday reality, for they come 
about through experiences divorced from day-to-day 
reality. The gains of Purim are with us for everyday 
needs. 

Rabbi Hutner 7'~! once quipped on a Purim, "The 
reason why we don't make 'havdalla' after Purim is 
because there is no Motza'ei Purim-no' After-Purim' ... 
Purim stays with us forever." !.T 
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second looks 
at the jewish scene 

Saving Jewish Kids the "Y" Way 

No one wants to see more Jewish 
kids go down the path to assimila
tion, and disappear. The only dis
agreement amongst Jews is on how 
to prevent this from happening. 
Among the various tactics pursued 
by the American Jewish establish
ment-surely the biggest item on 
Federation budgets-is the YM/ 
YWHA, centers for sports, recrea
tion, and cultural activities. A good 
case can be made for hosting Jewish 
youth activities in a control1ed set
ting so as to promote Jewish aware
ness and prevent intermarriage. But 
a better case has been made for 
using the same funds for supporting 
Torah education and consciousness
raising of substance instead of bring
ing kids together to reinforce each 
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other's negative concepts of Juda
ism, attend lectures by anti-religious 
celebrities, and socialize with non
Jewish kids. (For particulars, we refer 
the reader to Rabbi Moshe Sherer's 
"What is Federation Doing With the 
Jewish Charity Dollar?" which was 
featured in the April '77 JO.) It's 
hardly better than leaving our youth 
no recourse than to play ball and 
swim at the local YMCA or Catholic 
Youth Center. 

As a case in point, the Suffolk 
County (Long Island, NY) Y recently 
announced its new policy of staying 
open on Shabbos. Here a vivid lesson 
is being demonstrated for every Jew 
in the country: Sabbath observance, 
once universally understood to be 
the hallmark of Jewishness, respect-

ed by the community even when 
violated by the individual, is no 
longer binding. A community center 
can violate the Sabbath and still be 
"Jewish." This is not a new break
through in "Y" policy, but the de
fense of this policy by one of the two 
(Reform) rabbis on the "Y" board 
crossed new frontiers in the ridi
culous. 

Says Rabbi Marc Gellman: "If a 
Jew can be served hot cholent in Jer
usalem on Shabbat by a waiter 
[through a pre-paid order-N.W.] it 
certainly seems to me that a Jew in 
Commack can take a Shabbat swim 
with his family and be watched over 
by a lifeguard." As for employing 
Jews on Shabbos, says Gellman, "A 
free selection must be made and if 
this results in a shortage of regular 
staff to attend the facility, then spe
cial staff will need to be hired for 
Shabbat." 

In case you are looking to the Fed
eration's Commission on Synagogue 
Relations for a clear voice of con
demnation of Sabbath desecration, 
don't hold your breath. Rabbi Isaac 
T rainin, who heads the Commis
sion, put himself squarely on the 
fence in this issue of public Chilul 
Shabbos: " ... under 'extraordinary 
circumstances', Sabbath opening is 
permitted, provided the activities 
are 'in consonance with the Sabbath' 
and that the opening is approved by 
the local rabbinate. The term 'extra
ordinary circumstances,'" T rainin 
said, "means the Y would have to 
determine that there was a need to 
attract young people to a Jewish set
ting and away from the local candy 
store on the Sabbath." 

So there you have it-a Shabbos 
Jew hired to watch over a Commack 
family swimming in the Suffolk "Y", 
served to you by the misinterpreted 
cholent formula of Jerusalem. And 
an "extraordinary circumstances" 
dispensation so fatuous that it would 
be laughable if it were not dealing 
with such vital issues: our youth, 
public Sabbath desecration, and 
misuse of public funds. Laugh? It's 
serious enough to make one want to 
cry. ~'I'. 
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Manny Weisbrod Back-Talk-a No-No 

For insomniacs and the curious 
that are regular listeners, there is 
little chance to air a view that might 
contradict the prejudices of the 
hosts. Try it, and you risk the em
barrassment of being hung up on in 
the middle of a sentence, or of being 
told that your position is narrow
minded, selfish, non-representative, 
or just downright uninformed. 
Don't ever refer to Da'as Torah. 
That's a debatable value on the talk 
show. Views of a Gadol (or Gedolim) 
are fair game, but try to respond 
with a defense and you may well be 
told: "We don't discuss the positions 
of Gedolei Yisroel on this program." 

~if;~~~ ,~~~-=-~-J._:=<=b~.:_-_J HOME 
The Jewfsh Talk Show is With Us ATTENDANTS 

"Heimish" as Kosher Pizza 

Yes, Marconi, there are "heim
ishe" talk shows: "Everything you 
always wanted to say about reli
gious life but were afraid to"-an 
opportunity to tell the world that 
"my rebbe or rosh yeshiva is greater 
than yours." 

The success of the talk show now 
seems to have gone far beyond the 
decision of W ABC to switch from 
rock music to a talk format. It has 
finally come to the Jewish commun
ity in a big way and the air waves 
have become the"Hyde Park" of the 
Jewish community, (Remember, 
that's the world famous London 
park where anyone can speak his 
mind to a floating audience.) 

Twisting controls from AM to FM 
and back again, the New York radio 
listener can pick up a variety of new 
Jewish media personalities who seem 
to appeal to a diverse crowd of 
would-be radio celebrities, only too 
eager to dial in their own gripes and 

Manny Weisbord, an or.rasional contributor lo 

JO, ohsen1cs the Jewish san1• in New York and 
environs. 
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prejudices. The macho-type finds it 
more convenient to snarl vague 
threats into a studio mike via the 
telephone than to shout his lungs 
out in front of the UN or outside of 
the Soviet Mission. The disgruntled 
yeshiva graduate who nurses hostil
ity towards his alma mater can final
ly tell the world that "the Rabbis 
don't know it all." Self-appointed 
representatives of various factions 
within Orthodoxy have a medium 
for saying publicly, 'Tm better than 
you and my meat is more glatt than 
yours." New frontiers in lashon hora 
can be crossed-imagine saying so 
little of value to so many in so short 
a time! And the host, taking his cue 
from his more vituperative coun
terparts on network radio, often 
leads the pack by descending to ver
bal abuse and highly offensive hec
toring on his own. 

Yet these programs affect a "hei
mishkeit" nonetheless: the occasion
al Ma'amar Chazal and Yiddish ex
pressions interspersed with adver
tisements for well-known Boro Park 
establishments make you feel right 
at home. 

needed tor 

HOUSEKEEPING AND 
PERSONAL CARE 

for the 

DISABLED AND 
HOMEBOUND 

good pay and benefits 
Soro Park, Bensonhurst and 

Flatbush Area 
full-time live in positions only 

Project OHR Inc. 
(Office for Homecare Referral) 

1308-40th Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11218 

853-2700 

e·SHEllY 
: LAnli 
- orchestra = 438-3402 

. . .... 
: : : : . . . . . . . . . . .... 
: : : : . . .... 

35 

' 



' 

~-=- --------~c------ ---- ----, 

Are you going to Israel? 
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Your visit to the Holy Land will have more meaning when you utilize 
the free touring information service available from 

Tourist Depanment 
Aguddi Israel World Organization 

5 Rechov Shomre Hakosel (opposite Kikar Hacherut) 
Jerusalem, 02-223-357 

The new Jewish talk shows are 
probably fascinating to the non
Jewish listener, too. On occasion, he 
or she might hear strong, irrespon
sible opinions from an irate individ
ual about various religions and their 
leaders, or tune in to attacks on 
causes that matter very much to the 
non-Jew, and assume that the 
speaker is a bonafide spokesman for 
all Jews. 

Are the views aired legitimate? ls 
radio the proper forum for airing 
these views? Should talk show hosts 
be the ones to decide whether or not 
to air them? Did any one ever bother 
to ask ... ? 

Not All is Lost 

No, this is not to say that radio is 
lost to Torah. Going back to broad
casting rock is not the only alterna
tive to verbal stone-throwing. There 
are other options. 

As a start, it might be a good idea 
to review some of the Chofetz 
Chaim's maxims for Shmiras HaLa
shon, and to apply them to both 
mike- and telephone-speakers. (Or 
at least equip the studio engineer 
with a bleeper for "rechi/us deleted.") 
Then realize that there have been a 
number of excellent programs of 
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Torah content on the radio, not the 
least of them, Rabbi Pinchas Teitz's 
pioneering Daf Hashavua, which has 
been broadcasting Gemora in Yiddish 
on Saturday nights for the past 
thirty years. (What a cleansing of 
the airwaves this has been!) This has 
since been joined by its offspring, 
the English weekly Daf, Tanya on 
the air, Chumash, Pirkei Avos, the 
Agudath Israel convention broad
casts live, and more. 

Closer to the excitement of the 
live give-and-take of the talk show is 
"A Taste of Torah," which has pres
ented interviews with notable Torah 
personalities, including the Bostoner 
Rebbe (of Boston), Rabbi Yaakov 
Weinberg and Rabbi Moshe Eisen
man (both of Ner Israel, Baltimore), 
Rabbi Noach Weinberg (Aish Ha
Torah) among others, on a broad 
range of themes, from the meaning 
of Simcha to Child Psychology to 
Moshiach, ... 

Let the frothers take a taste of a 
Torah approach to radio, and follow 
suit by adding a touch of responsibil
ity to talking on air. Freedom of 
speech is a privilege but not a license. 
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Annual Dinner 

of 
Agudath Israel 

of America 

EV 7-1750 
!.'",!) -.~!) 

it.HVTi'Ci'N 'l:!!t'WT"'l'i'ir.t: 

The Jewish Ob.>l'rticrlFl'hruary, 19A3 

SAFEGUARD OUR FUTURE! 

WANTED!~ 
men and women to lend their name to the dedication of a monumental work 

on Taharath llamishpachah. ''Family Purity''. 
This book will be distributed FREE or at cost to thousands of couples who 
don't keep the laws of family purity, only because they have no knowledge of 

why they should. 
This book clearly explains, the traditional as well as the secret reasons 
behind the "Purity Laws", thereby removing the biggest obstacle to its 
observance. It makes fascinating, inspiring and irresistible reading for the 
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people. (Shvuoth l8:b) 
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Hanoch Teller 
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Marking the Conclusion 
of a Beginning 

"Gail, Meet Abraham and Sarah" 

The gala Siyum Hashas which made 
headlines everywhere (JO-Dec. '82) 
continues to inspire Torah com
munities across the globe. As the 
speakers noted at the various siyu
mim, the event was definitely worth 
celebrating. 

This past month another siyum 
took place virtually unknown to the 
outside, but no less an event of tre
mendous celebration. The occasion 
was the completion of Chumash Berei
shis. For most Jews finishing Bereishis 
conjures up merely saying "Chazak 
chazak . .. "and continuing on to She
mos the following week. 

For over 200 American baalos fe
shuva attending Neve Yerushalayim 
College for Women in Jerusalem, 
reviewing the Torah portion this 
year was the most intriguing, exhi
larating, and demanding exercise of 
their lives. To many of these girls 
"Judaism" itself was new, let alone 
the details of the Torah. 

How do you teach Chumash Bereishis 
to a 25-year-old biochemist who 

Hanoch Teller, an American olrh in Jerusalem, 
is a frequent contributor to these pages. 
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never heard of Abraham and Sarah? 
This is a question Neve Yerusha
layim has grappled with since its 
inception twelve years ago. The 
answer, more or less, is to start with 
the concepts and gradually lead the 
student into the text. Language skills 
are always a problem, but with the 
proper inspiration and instruction 
it's a temporary problem conquered 
in a matter of months, if not weeks. 

This year Neve Yerushalayim de
cided to present the girls with a new 
incentive to understand the weekly 
Torah portion aside from the daily 
pars ha class. The gimmick? Parsha 
assignment sheets, parsha tutors and 
a weekly parsha review-not unlike 
the study aids used in seminaries the 
world over, yet unusually ambitious 
for these girls. They took to the ven
ture with a drive never envisioned 
by the school's administration. Rashi 
became the local hero. He was talked 
about before class, after class, dur
ing lunch and in the dorms. Woe to 
the teacher who was stumped on 
the location of a particular Rashi! 

A Competition Was Planned 

As the end of Bereishis drew 
closer, a competition was planned 

between the school's various levels 
in conjunction with a siyum on the 
entire Chumash Bereishis. The week 
before the siyum the school was 
afire. Every teacher worked with his 
class with thorough exactness in 
preparation for the "Neve Bowl." 
Girls pulled "all nighters" recalling 
the weeks before finals in their col
lege days. The finest yeshiva stu
dents would have profitted by emu
lating the diligence that abounded 
during this grueling week. 

When did Sarah give birth? 
Well, it's a "maklokee," either 

Rosh Hashannah or Passover. 
It can't be a maklokes, Rabbi 

Abramov said Sarah gave birth on 
Rosh Hashannah. 

'Zat so? Rashi says it was when the 
sun came a year later to the same spot, 
and Avraham had served the guests 
matzohs! 

A Special Day 
Thursday, the day of the compe

tition, was a special day at Neve. The 
bulletin boards in every classroom, 
in the student lounge, and in the hall 
all had reminders about the siyum, 
but reminders were not necessary. 
At 10:15 in the morning the classes 
started filing into the specially deco
rated dining room. The tables were 
adorned with Shabbos tablecloths, 
flowers and (a rare treat) bottles and 
bottles of Coca Cola. 

The girls sat according to their 
levels a la "College Bowl." 

"The first question is for level four: 
What blessing did Eisav receive?" 

"He will dwell on the fat of the 
earth and have the dew from heaven, 
he will live by thesword and serve his 
brother!" 

"One point for level four." 
Yeah! Hooray! Thunderous ap

plause. Posters and flags with #4 on 
them were waved back and forth. 

"The next question is for level two. 
Level two, are you ready?" "Yeah! 
Hooray! Let's hear it for level two!!" 
Clap, clap, cheers! "Where did De
vorah die and why was it given that 
name?" 

"Alon Bachus, oak of weeping, 
because Yaakov learned of Rivka's 
death there." 
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"One point for level two." yeah, 
yeah, clap, clap! 

"Level one, what is the symbolism 
of the weight of Rivka's nose ring?" 

"It represents the half shekel the 
Jews donated when they were counted." 
Cheers upon cheers. It was organized 
pandemonium. 

And so it continued between the 
four levels, round after round. Ap
plause and tense emotions and ... 
and it was impossible to stump them. 
After 14 rounds not one level had 
made an error-it was a total dead
lock. 

Just So Many Questions ... 

There was just so long the contest 
could go on, and there were just so 
many questions that even the most 
knowledgeable teacher could ask. 
And so after a huddle of the referees 
(the four "level" heads), which took 
only 2 minutes but seemed like half 
an hour to the impatient audience, 
they decided that the winner was
everyone. It was an absolute tie. 
Yeah, horray, applause. Awards were 
presented to all of the contestants: a 
painting of the Chazon Ish adorned 
by one of his quotations, 

.ricxii '7rv riiiiXii iix i~:~w ~:.::'7 
- There is no depression for one 
who recognizes the light of the 
ultimate truth." 

The presentation of awards was 
followed by a guest speaker who 
had come especially to participate in 
the siyum. He spoke about Torah and 
about life, or more specifically, 
"Torah is life." 

"In the dark hours of World War 
II," he started, "Winston Churchill 
told the citizens of Britain 'I have 
never promised anything but blood, 
fears, foil and sr.oeat.' He didn't offer 
central heating in the trenches or con
scription deferments to finish college
only blood, tears, toil and sweat. The 
English didn't look for a way out of 
the fight for they realized that Chur
chill was actually offering them life. 
That's right, life, for if the Nazi mon· 
sfer could not be contained, then life 
under it would not be worth living.'' 
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The parable was clear-blood, 
tears, sweat and toil was life; such is 
the life of Torah, otherwise life isn't 
worth living. 

"There are two ways to learn 
Torah," he continued. "There's a 
story about a simple farmer who one 
day saw workers disturb the peace of 
his county by laying down long strips 
of metal. He had no idea what the 
strips were for until one day he was 
awakened from his nap by the rever
berations in his house. Jn the distance 
a large steel object belching black 
smoke was inching out from the 
horizon. He stood between the rails to 
get a better look at the approaching 
strange hulk. As if drew nearer, he 
discerned a driver sitting up front who 
stuck his head out the window and 
started waving al the farmer. The 
farmer returned the gesture by wav
ing back at the engineer. Jn despera
tion the engineer leaned out the win~ 
dow waving frantically and yelling at 
the farmer lo get off the tracks. Hear
ing nothing but the roar of that 
incredible locomotive, the farmer 
jumped for joy al all of this attention 
and waved back as hard as he could. 
The train chugged closer and closer 
and ... " 

"So it is," pointed out the Rabbi, 
"you can be spoken to, waved at, yelled 
at, and hear nothing. There are," he 
repeated, "two ways to learn Torah
you can walk out of a class and marvel 
al the stories and the teacher's deliv
ery, or you can let the words penetrate 
your heart and realiu that what is 
called for is blood, fears, toil and 
sweat." 

The girls hard the message, and 
realized ... Chazak, chazak, venis'chauik! 

"We accept, we shall be strengthened!" 
It was a genuine kabbalos hatorah; 

for many, just weeks in the school, it 
was truly naaseh venishma. 

The speaker sat down and the 
students were treated to a repast, a 
seudas mitzva, the likes of which Neve 
Yerushalayim or many other reli
gious institutions have rarely seen. 
The tutors and madrichot were the 
waitresses who graciously seryed 
their students who so deservedly 
earned this feast. 1..,T I 

Pincus Mandel 
Cemetery Consultant 

Representative of Chevros 
Kadisha in Jerusalem 

with karka on Har Hazaitim, San
hedria and Har Hamnuchot; also 
sole agent for the "ADMAT KO~ 
DESH" Cemetery in SEFAT, near 
the " TZ!YON" of R'PINCHAS 
Ben Y AIR and MER ON Cemetery, 
in the vicinity of the "OHEL" of 
R'SHIMON BAR YOCHA!. Karka 
also available on all other COM
MUNITY -OWNED Cemeteries in 
Eretz Yisrael, controlled and main~ 
tained by the CHEVRA KAD!SHA 
of the COMMUNITY ... Not a 
PR!V ATELY-OWNED BUSI
NESS. 

1569 47th Street 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219 
Day and Night Phone 

(212) 855-5121 
Honesty - Integrity -

Responsibility 
Over 30 Years of Dedica[ed Service to 

the Orthodox Jewish C.-0mmunity 

NEW SEFER! 
NEW STORE! 

New "Practical Guide to the Mitz
vah of Milah (Circumcision)" 
by Rabbi Moshe Goldberger 

Kollel, Yeshiva of Staten Island 
in conjunction with 

A. Romi Cohen, 
0.0., C.M., Mohel Musmach 

• idea! for learning and reviewing 
these halachos. 

• contains the Brochos, Prayers 
and "Benching" with translation. 

• designed for use at a bris. 
• Attention Parents: can be per

sonalized for individual Brisim 
(in quantity). 

Attention Mohalim: 
We can personalize this booklet 
for your special use. Write for 

information. 
$2.00 postage paid 
M.M. Yeshiva Fund 

Box 82, Staten Island, NY 10309 

The 18th Ave. Seforim Center 
has relocated to 460718th Ave., 

Brooklyn, NY 11204 

SPECIAL OFFER: 
A free copy of the new booklet 
(while supply lasts) for bringing in 

this ad!! 
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THE WORLD FAMOUS 
DIGEST OF MEFORSHIM 

'l!l1p7 'ili::l '01p'7 

The "Daily Forvertz" is Dead. 

7"lt iVe':tN 7NiOtU 'i "l":-tnni: 
Long Live Yiddish! 

Available at 
LEKUTEI INC., cl o l. Rosenberg 

10 West 47th Street, Room 702 
New York, N,Y, 10036 

(212) 7!9-1717 

20 Volumes on Torah, Perekf 
Medrash, Megilos and Talmud. 

Proceeds of sales distributed among 
Yeshivos and used for reprinting 

of volumes out~of.-print 
PRICE $7.50 PER VOLUME 

Purim & 
Pesach gifts 

Jewish Books - Judaica -
T aleisim - Mezuzos - He
brew Clocks - Wall Plaques 
Lucite - Zirconia, Pearl and 
Semi-precious Stone Jewelry 
- Personalized Chala Covers, 
Talis Bags and Yarmelkas -
Megilos - Megila Holders -
Purim Costumes - Graggers 
- Shlach Monos Boxes -
And Much, Much More ... 
All at Super Discount Prices. 

For your convenience 
we will be open daily 
11:00 AM-8:00 PM, 

1 week before Purim & 
1 week before Pesach. 

1163 E. 10th St., Bet. Kand l 
252-1222 

When Abraham Cahan founded 
The Daily Forward 85 years ago, he 
saw Torah Yiddishkeit as a relic of the 
Old World. By contrast, he viewed 
the Yiddish language as an impor
tant, effective tool for introducing 
European immigrants to American 
culture and the Socialist value sys
tem, and indeed according to Irving 
Howe it "succeeded in establishing 
itself as the spokesman for anti
clerical radicalism in the Jewish quar
ter and in winning a body of parti
sans to whom its word was sacredH 
!World of Our Fathers). 

Eighty years and tens of thou
sands of converts-to-Socialism later, 
Howe wrote that Cahan had pre
dicted "the death of the Yiddish 

ii7~'ii 001~ 1:1 J'"\~lii~ 

Did you learn 
Torah today? 

let us help you (free of charge) 
find a Chavrusa or Shiur. 

Call now for fast, 
courteous service: 
Reshet-Torah 

Education Network 
(212) 791-1851 

lrs your name and address printed incorrectly on the JO mailing label? l 
I Are you moving? Help us deliver your JO to you as efficiently as I 

possible. Please attach current mailinglabel in space below: or else print 
j clearly your address as we now have it. I 
I Name I 

I 
Add«ss I 

I 
City, State, Zip I 

1 

Print your correct (or new) name and addrnss her<' j 

I

I ::::.SS 1,' 

City, State, ZiP-----------------------

1 
Mail to: . I 
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press" but added that "it will come 
not from a lack of readers, but from 
a lack of writers." The day has 
come-there is no longer a Yiddish 
daily in New York-but not for 
Cahan's reasons. The Daily Forward is 
now a weekly. Yiddish readers-and 
there are many-are not interested 
in the Forward's false messiahs. Sure 
enough , The Daily Forward has come 
a long way since Cahan's days. It no 
longer prints Marxist slogans on its 
mast head; Oaf Yomi listings have 
taken their place. But the old loyal 
readers are no longer alive, and their 
children-who have fulfilled their 
parents' dreams as successful labor 
leaders, professionals, academicians 
and merchants-are not literate or 
conversant in Yiddish. If they thirst 
for the "anti-clerical radicalism" of 
the old generation, they turn to The 
New Republic instead-or, more often 
the case, they've switched altogether 
to the nee-conservatism of Commen
tary. But their language of commun
ication is English. Yiddish to them is 
dead and no tidal wave of talented 
writers will sweep them back to The 
Forward. 

Those who still read and speak 
Yiddish are members of the bur
geoning Yeshiva and Chassidic com
munities. While a significant portion 
of the former is gradually slipping 
into full-time Yeshivish-English, the 
Chassidic population, from Boro 
Park through Monroe and else
where, is keeping Yiddish as vib
rantly alive as it was a hundred 
years ago on both sides of the Atlan
tic. Their speech is as studded with 
Talmudic and Midrashic references 
in Yiddish as their forefathers' was. 
Their links with the glory of the past 
and their contact with Torah lumi
naries of today keep Yiddish alive 
and worthwhile, and their use of 
Yiddish in Torah study and Tal
mudic discourse endows it with more 
than a touch of the sacred. The Daily 
Forward only lives in the past. Yiddish 
is alive and well. -N.W. 
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Letters to the Editor 

Keeping Rebbes From Vanishing: 
Another Plan 

To the Editor: 
Some time ago [April, '81], there 

appeared in the J.O. an article titled, 
"The Vanishing Rebbe," in which 
Rabbi Zev Shostack, a noted yeshiva 
principal, very vividly presented the 
problem of "keeping the Rebbe down 
on the Yeshiva." He also presented 
several suggestions to alleviate the 
financial plight of the Rebbe. 

Since I am a "Vanished Rebbe" the 
article had a very special meaning to 
me. After spending over thirty years 
in chinuch, I was forced to turn to the 
secular world to earn a livelihood. It 
was not a question of providing my 
family with the comforts of life, but 
literally, to put bread on the table. 

To be forced to change one's 
whole outlook at the age of fifty is 
not easy. The world of business is 
entirely foreign, actually opposite in 
many ways, to the world of chinuch. 
More important than the traumatic 
effect upon the individual is the 
deplorable waste of talent and expe
rience to the community. 

B"H, I have been able to strike a 
beachhead in the world of business 
and still retain a foothold in the 
world of chinuch, thus satiating at 
least partially my own desires to be a 
mechanech while preventing some of 
the waste to the community. 

How Many Years to "Chinuch"? 

There are several suggestions ad
vanced to assure a constant supply 
of mechanchim. One is that every 
yeshiva or kollel "graduate" should 
devote at least two years to teach
ing. Realistically, it takes years until 
a teacher becomes a rogil-seasoned 
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and mature. It seems ludicrous to 
develop a system where a teacher 
leaves the field even before he is 
fully trained. 

Another suggestion is that at least 
ten years should be devoted to chi
nuch. This suggestion only com
pounds the problem because the 
teacher then finds that he has even 
more difficulty accustoming himself 
to the business world. The loss to 
the community is even greater be
cause the investment was greater. 

I would like to advance the follow
ing suggestion for thought and dis
cussion: 

As previously mentioned, apply
ing only a few years to chinuch is not 
productive. The better course would 
be to teach and simultaneously start 
building a parallel source of income. 
The main problem is how to devote 
proper attention to two fields at the 
same time. What I propose is based 
upon my personal experience, there
fore I consider it valid. 

A teacher can teach until 1 or 2 
P.M. daily and still have enough 
energy left for other endeavors. The 
main problem in business is not in 
the actual transaction but rather in 
finding the customers with whom to 
transact. That is where the energy is 
expended. That is where the disap
pointments abound. That is where 
the spirit is worn down. That is the 
cause of fatigue. Closing a deal is 
always exhilarating. 

For the Talmid Chacham: 
Precedence ... and Leads 

The classic halacha is that when a 
talmid chacham enters the market place 
he has precedence in doing business 
so he may quickly return to his stu
dies. By extending the principle of 

this halacha somewhat, we could ease 
the burden of the teacher in his sec
ular endeavors, thus permitting him 
to devote sufficient energies to his 
true vocation, teaching. 

Take for example the personal
life-insurance field. If a salesman 
sells only one $1,000 premium pol
icy a month, he has a supplement to 
his teaching salary sufficient to give 
him parnasa. In due time, the busi
ness will increase with very little 
additional effort. Closing the deal is 
easy but prospecting for and locat
ing the client, that is difficult and 
consuming. There are many insur
ance executives who are very suc
cessful and could easily assign cer
tain prime leads to selected salesmen. 
These executives give thousands of 
dollars annually to tzeddaka, so why 
not assign some business instead? 
Enabling one to earn is the highest 
form of tzeddaka. 

Similarly, it is possible for one to 
work part-time in the computer 
industry and earn substantial sup
plementary income without un
toward effort. There are many high
ly successful computer executives 
who could absorb teachers on this 
basis. 

There are other fields that would 
lend themselves to this program, 
fields where there are many suc
cessful firms run by bnei Torah. To 
mention a few: accounting, mail
order selling, real estate, diamonds, 
jewelry, watch repairing, legal re
searchers, etc. Naturally, not every 
teacher is suited to every type of 
work but there is a wide variety of 
professions and crafts that could be 
considered. 

A side benefit that would accrue is 
that since there would be a second 
source of income, it would not hurt 
that much if (when) the yeshiva 
check is late. The ensuing peace of 
mind would actually bolster the 
Rebbe's morale and enhance his 
teaching. 

When we analyze the teacher 
shortage problem, it would seem 
that a cadre of just several hundred 
teachers would solve the teacher 
shortage to a great degree, if not 
entirely. 
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SAVE OUR CHILDREN FOR TOMORROW 

Jewish Pride and Identity 

U.S.A: 104.'l S41h Srn'el. Rrnoklvn. N_Y !1219 

Dedicated to help stem the tide of 
assimilation through various projects 

and programs: 
• T aharath Hamishpachah, "Family Purity" 
• /'io/iness of Jewish Names, "Jewish Identity" 
• Project "Zachor", 

"Holocaust Remembronce" 
• Shabbath Obseruance Campaign 
• Ethrog & Lu/au Project 
• Outreach Programs. "Keruu Rechokim" 
THE DAYISSHORTTHETASKISGREAT 

WE CANNOT DO IT ALONE !! 
WE NEED YOUR HELP AND SUPPORT !! 

To every donor of $25 or more, we will send 
Rabbi Tarfon's Mishn<th Clod~ 

THE CLOCK IT'S A MITZVAH TO LOOK AT . 
TEACHES YOU TORAH EACH TIME YOU 

LOOK ATIT! 
• H<•lps you bet1er org<mize vour time and life 
• INSPIRE chi!rlren to USE th('ir TIME WISELY 
• Bedutiful, mspiring. comrlimenls ewry room 

m the house 
• An EXCELLENT GIFT for FRIENDS 

AND RELATIVES 

RABBI TARFON'S 
MISHNAH CLOCK 

• Enhanu!S fNl'ry Synilgogue. School, 
Jewish Center. store ;md offirE' 

• Rich. decori\tor ivory LOior Wall Clock, 
matLhes every room drld dcvor 
Also avililable in bhw or brown mirror 

• Lorge. eoisy to n-',1d di,il. Size JO" x JS" 

Endorsffl by 
G'doley Hodor 
Rabbi Mosh<> F<>ins!<>in 
Rabbi y,.,.knv Kdminv!skv 
R"bbi Shneur Kotler )"~1 
SpinkPr Rebbe 
Busloner Rebbe 
Novominsk<>r R<>bb<> 
Rabbi David Lifshitz 
Rabbi y,.,.kov Weinhvr~ 
and many olh<>rs 

U.S.A. BOARD 
Dr. Yosd Kdmine!skv 
M1licmolDr""'I<>' 
1 '""h Um•·wmh 
Nolronol So<l<'IV fr." 
lfrhreu· Da)· Sd1ao/, 

Rabbi Sh!omo Riskin 
Lrncoln 5q"'1"' 
Svrwgo.~"'' 
N<%' York. NY 

Rabbi HerS<hvl S< ha<!<>r 
Pmr f'n·"d''"' 
Prc•;id~n/5 Conr •. ,..,,., 
olMm<>rJ<•u..i;li 
Or!l'J"'~"I""" 

Rabbi David Si"'l••r 
Frr>I Con~T<·~mum 
An.•h<• Simi! 
Boml'<'rk,N\' 

Rabhi Pin<'h"" T.,;1, 
R<1hb1 ul 
t.'111olwr!1. N I 

R,.bhi Aaron ZiP~l<>r 
C<m9 A'.J1'd<11/1 A• lmn 
FlrrM>kivn. N \' 

'111'1!7 1'1!'1l'1 ,,,,.,71, 
T':JN"'\ JN1)D)J 

Kihb1 lnMnU(' I R.wMl 

• Battery op .. rated rE'iiable qu.-irtz movf'men1 
• Avcnkihle in rhwe models: Hebrew. 

Hl!brew & English, or En[ihsh 

Av;,1ilable only through: J. P. J, 
(R('tild '-'<1lu(' $25 or more) 

For,, donation ol $36 or mow 
vou h,we the option of <o l:>rown or bluE' mirror 

fffri<oil wilut: $36 or more) 

HELP SAVE JEWS FROM ASSIMILATION 
SEND YOUR DONATION TODAY 

Contrtbu11on~ <1n· L'-" Derlul 1iblf' 

Moke Check Payable and Moil lo: 
Jewish Pride and Identity 

1048 - 541h Street, Brooklvn. N.Y. 11219 
Yes! [want to help stem the tide 01 c1:>Simibtion. 
Here is my donation of $. 
D Please ship Rabbi Tarfon 's Mishnah Clock (Chel·k 2) 
Models: ( ) H<>h., ( ) Heb. & Eng., { ) Eng. ( )Iv, ( ) Bl. Mir. { ) Brn. Mir_ 
(Enclose $5 for shipping and h.omdling per <1ddress) 

Name 

Address ........... City. .St;,1te ........... Zip .. 
Pleose ship as <1 gift on our tl('hall, Rabbi T<Hfon's M1shnah Clock, To: 
N;_,nw 

Arldre'ss ......... City. . .......... State. 
Models: ( ) Heb.,( ) Heb_ & Eng .( } En~. { ) Iv . ( 

... Zlp. 
) BL Mir. ( ) Brn. Mir. 

I am sure that with the size and 
material success that the American 
Orthodox community enjoys, this 
program could be implemented with 
much less effort and heartache than 
is currenlty expended to keep the 
yeshiva system viable. 

(Rabbi) YEHUDAHL POSNER 
Brooklyn, New York 

LOST 
AND MUST BE FOUND 

Thousands have been lost to cults, missionar~ 
ies, intermarriage, and assimilation. 

CHlZUK-an agency of Agudath Israel World 
Organization is doing something about it 
through outreach activities-adult study classes 
-seminars-campus programs-counseling
publications. 

We must expand our staff of volunteers and 
urgently need capable people who have a feel~ 
ing for Kiruv, to help out in the following areas: 

e giving classes 
e campus activites 
e artwork 
e counseling 
9 home hospitality program 
e office work 
e publications 
and more. 
9 but mainly giving classes 

INTERESTED IN HELPING OUT 
OR IN MORE INFORMATION? 

CALL (212) 791·1848 

GET INVOLVED .,d. 
·----

"The Torah Link' ..... ,., .. - ..... , .... .., .. _~~ 
fjff~Stttet I N..-..York.N.Y.100361 

Photocards of 
Gedolei Yisroel 

35 glossy, postcard size 
(31/," x Sy,'') portraits of 

Gedolei Yisroel 
for your set, send $4 
to: Photocards 

Agudath Israel of America 
5 Beekman Street 
NYC 10038 

1309 48 St., B'klyn, N.Y. 11219 
854-2911 
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NEWS FROM 
AGUDATH ISRAEL 

Compiled by the Office of 
Government and Public Affairs 

Rabbi Menachem Lubinsky, Director 

THEDAf YOMI 
SIMCHAS TORAH 

The pocket size Gemoras published by our 
Oaf Yomi Commission went into a second 
printing after all the copies of the first edi
tion were exhausted. Early reports from Daf 
Yomi shiurim around the country were en
couraging: The number of participants in 
each group had increased, in some cases 
doubled. The impact of the huge Torah dem
onstration at Madison Square Garden on 
November 14th was still being felt in the 
Orthodox community. 

Speaking at the keynote session of our 
60th national convention, Rabbi Moshe She
rer, reelected once again as President, a!eady 
told of plans to held the next Siyum Hashas 
in the large arena of Madison Square Garden. 

Around the world, tens of thousands of 
Jews participated in Siyum Hashas celebra
tions. In London, more than 1,400 people 
gathered for the Siyum where they heard 
Rabbi Pinchas Teitz, the Rav of Elizabeth, 
New Jersey, address the large crowd. In 
Manchester, Rabbi Chaim Dov Keller, Rosh 

Rabbi Moshe Yehoshua Hager, Vizhnifzer Rebbe, who is a member of the Moe/zes Gedolei Ha Torah in Ere/z 
Yisroel, rrcent/y paid a one-week visit to London. The Rebbr is pictured abovr speaking at "Reh Chuna's" in 
Go/ders Green during /he festivities for /he presenlafion of a new Srfer Torah. 

Yeshiva of Telshe in Chicago, addressed 
close to 1,000 people. In Antwerp, Rabbi Pin
chas Hirshprung of Montreal addressed an 
overflow crowd of 1,500 people, one of the 
largest Torah gatherings in the city's his
tory. In other European cities, huge Siyum 
celebrations were held in Brussels, Amster
dam, Paris, Copenhagen and Zurich. In Israel, 
there were Siyum festivities in cities, towns 
and villages throughout the country, with 
the largest gatherings in Jerusalem and Bnei 
Brak. The central celebration took place in 
Tel Aviv's Haicha! Yad Eliyahu, at which 

more than 20,000 people participated in 
what was described in the secular press as 
one of the largest gatherings of Orthodox 
Jews in the history of the State. The Sanz
Klauzenberger Rebbe delivered the Hadran, 
as he had less than a fortnight earlier in 
Madison Square Garden. There were also 
addresses by Rabbi Elazar Shach, Rosh Ye
shiva of Ponevez, the Viznitzer Rebbe, and 
the Belzer Rebbe. A message was sent by the 
Gerer Rebbe, who was ill and could not 
attend. Greetings were also heard from 
Sefardi Chief Rabbi, Ovadia Yosef. 

THE CONVENTION AND THE ADMINISTRATION 
Our 60/h national wmwnlion was a huge suue.>S in 

many resperls, alheil that i/s formal was different from 
pas/ years. Thursday night a huge Seudas Milzvah lo 
fflehra/c the Siyum of the Oaf Yomi. Guests joined 
convention. delegates in !he dining room as the women 
participated in a special session convened by the N'shei. 
Both the Thursday night session and !he keynote stssion 
on Motza'ei Shabbos were broadrns/ /ive o!'er WEVD 
FM. Trns of thousands of people listened lo lhese 
broadcasts, which were sporisored by the Hao/am Cheese 
Company and the Mehl family. 
the Mehl family. 

The Commission on Legislation and Civic 
Action continues to expand nationally. In 
addition to the ongoing activities of the 
Commission which operates out of Agudath 
Israel's national headquarters at 5 Beekman 
Street, the national office has embarked on 
an intensive campaign to strengthen the 
network of legislative work on behalf of the 
Orthodox Jewish community nationwide. Jn 
Illinois, the regional Commission met with 
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Our 60th anniversary also brought some 
sturctura! changes in the administration. 
Two new boards were created, one for 
Torah and Hashkafa projects, the other for 
planning and Development with Rabbi Reu
ven Feinstein and Rabbi Nosson Scherman 
as co-chairmen of the Board on Torah and 
Hashkafa, and Rabbi Avrohom Halpern and 
Jacob I. Friedman as co-chairmen of the 
Board on Planning and Development. A new 
presidium (riesiyusJ was also elected: Rabbi 
Moshe Feinstein will serve as honorary 

THE LEGISLATIVE NETWORK 

Governor James Thompson to brief him on 
some of the major concerns of the Jewish 
community, including the vexing problem of 
Sunday burials. Chaired by Mendel Singer, 
the new Commission was an important fac
tor in an intensive voter registration drive as 
well as many other activities in the commun
ity. In Ohio, the regional Commission re
cently was instrumental in drafting and pass
ing a comprehensive kashrus bill which for 

chairman and Rabbi Moshe Horowitz (Bos
toner Rebbe) as the honorary vice~chairman. 
Other members are: Rabbi Chaskel Besser, 
Rabbi Shmuel Faivelson (Bais Sh raga, Mon
sey), Rabbi Yitzchok Feigelstock (Mesivta of 
Long Beach), Rabbi E!ya Fisher (Rosh Ha
Kolel of Ger), Rabbi Levi Yitzchok Horowitz 
(Bostoner Rebbe), Rabbi Avrohom Chaim 
Levin (Telshe, Chicago), Rabbi Yaakov Per
low (Novominsker Rebbe), Rabbi Aaron 
Schechter (Mesivta Rabbi Chaim Berlin), 
and Rabbi Moshe Sherer. 

the first time will protect consumers from 
fraudulent uses of the term "kosher." The 
law is modeled after similar statutes in New 
York State. In New Jersey, the newly formed 
regional Commission together with Mena
chem Shayorich and Rabbi M. Lubinsky met 
with Governor Kean and his chief counsel, 
W. Cary Edwards, to brief them on the legis
lative concerns of the Orthodox Jewish 
community in Jersey. 
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The Torah World 
A fascinating and inspiring collection of biographical 

sketches. In these pages, 25 great Torah leaders - the 
shapers of today's Torah world - flash before your eyes, 
penetrate your heart, shape your thinking. 
o Rabbi Aharon Kotler shaping Torah learning in America. 
o The Lubavitcher Rebbe facing communist jailers. 
o The humility and the genius of the Tshebiner Rav. 

Reb Boruch Ber, the Mirrer Mashgiach, Rabbi Menachem 
Ziemba, Rabbi Meir Shapiro, Rabbi Joseph Breuer, Rabbi Elya 
Meir Bloch and more and more and more. 

This is a book that will enrich every Jewish home. It will make you proud and humble. 
Nine of these articles are by Chaim Shapiro, the popular chronicler of pre-War life whose 

wit, insight, and narrative brilliance have made him one of ]O's most popular writers. 
Four sketches are new, written especially for this book - on Rabbi Meir Shapiro, Rabbi 

Menachem Ziemba, the Lubavitcher Rebbe, and the Tshebiner Rav. 
Many articles are from The Jewish Observer. Edited by Rabbi Nlsson Wolpln. 

Published by Mesorah Publlcadons, Ltd. in conjunction with Agudath Israel of America 

hardcover $12.95 paperback $9.95 

Of special Interest for your Tishrel reading: 

Seasons of the Soul 
Perspectives on the Jewish year and its milestones. Including Yomim Noraim and 
Succos essays from the thoughts of Maharal, Sefas Emes, Rabbi E.E. Dessler, Rabbi 
Zalman Sorotzkin, Rabbi Yitzchok Hutner and many others. 

hardcover $12.95 paperback $9.95 

Judalscope / Agudath Israel of America 
5 Beekman Street I New York, N.Y. 10038 

Enclosed is.my check in the amount of$ ........................... I deducted 10% off prices 
listed below and added $1.50 per order for postage &. handling. Please send me 
the following books in the ArtScroll Judaiscope Series. 
THE TORAH WORLD ....... hard cover@ $12.95 
THE TORAH PERSONALITY ....... hard cover@ $12.95 
SEASONS OF THE SOUL ....... hard cover@ $12.95 

....... paperback @ $9.95 
....... paperback@ $9.95 
....... paperback @ $9.95 

Name .................................................................................................................................... . 

Address ................................................................................................................................. . 

City ............................................................ State ....................................... Zip ..................... . 



These chapters and some of the smaller 
ones throughout the country were also 
extremely instrumental in helping educate 
political candidates on the needs of the 
Orthodox Jewish community. The streng
thening of the national network is one of the 
key priorities of our legislative commission. 

IN OTHER 
LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES 

A team of officials from the United 
States Environmental Protection Agency 
addressed a seminar of yeshiva heads on 
complying with new federal regulations re
quiring all schools to inspect their buildings 
for asbestos. 

With school board elections right around the 
corner in New York, the Commission on Legislation is 
gearing up for an intensive campaign lo elect members 
that are more sensitive to the need.> of yeshivos. School 
boards play an importa11t role in the delivery of services 
to local yeshi11os. 

... A large number of examinations which 
fell on Shabbosos and Yomim Tovim or 
other times of inconvenience for Othodox 
Jews were successfully changed as a result of 
the efforts of the Commission. 

. . . Shmuel Prager, general counsel of lhe Commis
sion, led a special seminar for administrators of new 
schools throughout tht stale in a program sponsored by 
the New York State Education Department. 

At a kosher luncheon hosted in his 
office, Secretary of Education Terrence Bel! 
promised Agudath Israel and several other 
nonpublic schooi leaders that the Reagan 
Administration would move forward on tui
tion tax credits this session. He also revealed 
that a task force was at work exploring a 
voucher system which would give parents 
the choice of using the voucher to send their 
children to either a public or a private school. 

AGUDATH ISRAEL DELEGATION MEETS GOVERNOR KEAN 
The New Jersey division of the Commission on Legislation and Cit>ic Action on Agudalh Israel of America 

recently met with Governor Thomas Kean and other members of his ad minis/ration lo discuss issues of importance to 
the Orthodox community in the state. 011 the extreme left is Rabbi Yisroel Schenko/ewski (Lakewood). Third from 
left is Mayer Hertz (Lakewood). Others from left to right are: Rabbi Phillip l~u55 fs/ighlly obscured! (£/izabethJ; 
Rabbi Pinches Yurowitz (Lakewood); Rabbi Eliezer Teilz fE/imbethl; Rabbi Menachem Lubinsky. director of 
Government and Public Affairs of Agudath Israel of America; Governor Kean; Menachem ShayoPich co· 
chairman of the Commission on Legislation and Civic Ac/ion of /\gudath Israel of America; Rabbi Isaac Dwek 
(Dea/); Rabbi lvfeyer Wriss IUnion City); Rabbi Sholom Ziskind (East Windsor); Rahbi Beza/el Elazari {Quan); 
and Rabhi Yaakot' Reisman (Westwood) . 

Commission on Legislation was working to 
di ff use a major crisis for yeshiPos as the New York City 
Board of Education proposed to od back on school bus 
transportation for children in New York City. The 
change would mean thal children would have lo liPe 
more than one and a half miles from the school lo be 
eligible for bus transportation as opposed lo tht half 
mile for the children in kindergarten through second 
grade and one mile for children in third lo sixth grade 
that is currently in effect. 

... A group of Jewish Federations and Jew
ish Community Relations Councils, which 

recently joined with the American Jewish 
Congress in submitting an amicus rnriai
"Frlend of the Court" -brief in opposition to 
a Minnesota tuition tax credit deduction, 
were charged with "irresponsible behavior in 
fighting the interests of Jewish education" 
by Agudath Israel of America. The brief 
urged the United States Supreme Court to 
strike down a Minnesota law permitting 
parents of children in nonpublic schools to 
deduct tuition and other school expenses for 
income tax purposes. 

ORTHODOXY MOURNS DEATH OF WOLF FRIEDMAN, AGUDAH LEADER 
Orthodox Jews in New York and Jerusa

lem joined in an outpouring of grief over the 
loss of an internationally renowned Agudath 
Israel !ay leader, Wolf (William K.) Friedman, 
who died Thrusday night, January 6, 1983, at 
the age of 66. Mr. Friedman, a vice president 
of Agudath Israel of America and a member 
of the executive of the Agudath Israel World 
Organization, played an important role in 
the movement for the past thirty years. He 
received the prestigious HaGaon Rav Aharo 
Kotler Memorial Award for distinguished 
service to Torah at the American Agudath 
Israel's 60th annual dinner last May. 

An overflow crowd of mourners partici-

Tht Jewish Obsen1er!February, 1983 

pated in the funeral service on Friday morn
ing at the Congregation Bnai Shlomo Zal
man in the F!atbush section of Brooklyn. 
Eulogies were delivered by two nephews of 
the deceased, the Munkaczer Rebbe, Rabbi 
Moshe Leib Rabinowitz, and the Dinover 
Rebbe, Rabbi Yaakov Rabinowitz; the No
vominsker rebbe, Rabbi Yaakov Perlow, co
chairman of the Presidium of the Agudath 
Israel of America; Rabbi Moshe Sherer, 
national president of the American Agudath 
Israel and chairman of the Agudath Israel 
World Organization; Rabbi Shlomo Zalman 
Friedman (Tenke Rav); Rabbi Yosef Frankel, 
rabbi of the Congregation; Rabbi Leib Rabi-

nowitz; and David Friedman, a son. 
On Saturday night a huge cortege accom

panied the hearse from Brooklyn to J.F.K. 
Airport, from where the deceased was flown 
to Israel for burial Sunday evening on Har 
Hazesim. Many rabbis and Orthodox leaders 
participated in the funeral service in the Mir 
Yeshiva in Jerusalem, including numerous 
American Agudists now residing in Israel. 
Eulogies were delivered by Rabbi Boruch 
Rabinowitz (Petach Tikva, a brother-in-law); 
Knesset-Member Rabbi Shlomo Lorincz, a 
former classmate at the Mir Yeshiva; Rabbi 
Leib Baron (Montreal); Knesset-Member 
Rabbi Menachem Porush; Rabbi Yitzchak 
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Ezrachi, Rash Yeshiva at Mir; Rabbi David 
Rabinowitz, a nephew; and Mr. Y. Friedman, 
a brother. Mr. Friedman is survived by his 
wife Peska, the daughter of one of the most 
distinguished Chassidic rabbis of pre-war 
Poland (the Partzever Rebbe), two sons and 
two daughters, a brother and grandchildren. 

From a penniless immigrant who arrived 
in New York in 1947 as a survivor of the 
Holocaust, he rose to become the president 
of the Efka Plastic Corporation of Bayonne, 
New Jersey-New York, and one of the most 
beloved lay figures in Orthodox Jewry. Born 
to an aristocratic family in a small town in 
Czechoslovakia, he studied Tor ah in a num
ber of quality yeshivas, ranging from Frank
furt, Germany through Pressburg, Czecho
slovakia and finally the Mir Yeshiva in Po
land. He received his rabbinic ordination as a 
young man, at which time he had already 
become an Agudah Youth activist. When the 
war broke out, he was incarcerated by the 
Nazis in six concentration camps, ranging 
from Auschwitz through Bergen-Belsen. 

Upon his arrival in the United States, he 
immediately thrust himself into Jewish 
communal service, and served various high 
posts in groups besides Agudath Israel such 
as Chinuch Atzmai and the yeshivas of 
Skver, Crown }-!eights, Bobov, Munkacz, 
among others. Agudath Israel of America 
issued a statement mourning his loss, des
cribing him as "a saved firebrand who rose 
from the ashes of Auschwitz to become one 
of American Orthodox Jewry's exemplary 
lay leaders. His selfless service to Agudath 
Israel for over thirty years helped create a 
better Jewish world." 

LIBRARY AT CHJZUK 
Chizuk-The Torah Link, the agency of 

the Agudath Israel World Organization for 
baalei teshuva returning from Israel and 
others seeking basic knowledge in Yiddish
keit, is in the process of developing a full 
lending library for those seeking to learn 
more about Yiddishkeit. Many of those using 
the library in its early stages are people who 
have used the Hotline to Judaism or have 
responded to the morning radio program of 
Chizuk called "Morning Chizuk," which is 
narrated by director Rabbi David Gold
wasser. 

SC HARAN SKY 
Chizuk (the agency of the Agudath Israel 

World Organization for baalei trshuva) organ
ized a Chanukah celebration dedicated to 
Prisoner of Conscience Anatoly Shcharan
sky, who is in solitary confinement for refus
ing to give up his precious Siddur and Cha
nukah menorah. Chizuk's <:elebration included 
a special message from Avita! Shcharansky. 
Meanwhile, Agudath Israel officials are 
working on the diplomatic front to try to 
obtain the release of Shcharansky. 
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YOUTH ACTIVITY 

Pirchei Agudath Israel is also making news. 
At the recent Pirchei leaders convention, the 
highlight was an address by Rabbi Yaakov 
Kamenetzky. A new national administration 
was elected. Winners of Siyum Mishnayos, 
Hasmodoh, Lashon Horah, Kiddush Ha
shabbos, Mishnayos Bifnim and other con
tests received their awards at a special cele
bration which was held at the Agudath Israel 
of Boro Park. More than 200 boys learned at 
least one seder Mishnayos in honor of their 
Bar Mitzvah, 26 studied all six Sidrei Mish
nah. When you look at the accomplishments 
of some of the winners, it tells part of the 
story of what Pirchei Agudath Israel has 
been able to accomplish. In the Mishnayos 
Bifnim Contest, Aaron Olshin of Lakewood 
studied 3,531 Mishnayos; runner-up No
chum L. Gordon of Monsey, 3,011. In the 
junior division, Yisroel Stern, 2,657; and 
Yehuda Kessler, 2,135. Chaim Aryeh Pam 
received a Shas for studying more than 100 
hours during the Succos Yomim Tovim as 
part of the Hasmodoh Contest. 

Bnos reached another milestone this past Chanu.kah 
when hundreds of its volunteers fanned 011.f to visit 
8,000 sick and elderly in hospitals, old age homes and 
nur~ing homes in the New York metropolitan area. 
This is part of the year-round program in which girls 
visit focal institutions on Shabbos and often after school 
hours. During this past Chanukah, the girls distrib
uted 8,000 greeting cards, and in case after case the joy 
!hat this brought the infirm was extremely moving. 
Some girls even lugged their musical instruments fo 
bring cheer lo elderly patients. Parties were organized 
in several instances in private homes so that homebound 
elderly Jews could be driven to these Chagigos which 
lasted for several hours. 

Zeirei Agudath Israel will once again be 
conducting its annual Yehoshua Eisen Megil
l ah Laining Program for those hospitalized 
or homebound and others unable to attend 
its reading in shuL In the past, this Chesed 
project has enabled thousands to fulfill this 
Mitzvah on the joyous holiday of Purim. To 
further increase its capacity to serve the Jew
ish public, Zeirei has created a Magillah Lain
ing Institute under the leadeship of Mordy 
Ettinger. 

The fop winners in the Mishnayos Be'al Peh Siyum that look place in Montreal 011 Shabbos Parshas Bo 
!January 22nd! were (from left lo right!: Eliyahu Hershfeld-·2,000 Mis/mayos by heart: l\vrohom Teifz
I.475 Mishnayos by hear/: Mordalrni Hershfeld--· 1,800 Mishna11os b11 hear/: Yudi Glusfein---1,475 
Mishnayos by heart. The /toys were tested by Montreal's Chief Rabbi, J\ab/1i- Pinchas Hirscl1prung. 

BUSINESS MINY ANIM 
Mincha Minyan Map-the 10th edilion, rarnffy 

released by the Commission on Community Servius by 
l\gudalh Israel of America. lists some bO daily 
minyanim for Min(ha during business hours in 
Manhattan and Brooklyn. The popular map and /isl
ing, which has berome a 11a/uable guide to Orthodox 
Jewish businessmen. also inrlude ir1{ormalio11 on 
lunch-hour Torah-study groups as well as the wnfa(/ 
person in earh of lhe sites. 

In releasing the latest edition, Dr. Bernard 
Fryshman, chairman of the Commission on 
Community Services, noted that the minya
nim were scattered throughout the business 
area, making davening wiih a minyan easily 
accessible to most Orthodox Jewish busi
nessmen and professionals. 

OFFICE OF 
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 

Agudath Israel opened a new "Office of 
Business Development" to assist businesses 
that have been impacted by imports. In a 
contract with the Trade Adjustment Assist
ance Center of the New York area and in 
consultation with the United States De
partment of Commerce, this office will in
form the business community of various 
financial assistance programs that are avail
able to them to help them cope with the 
competition from imported goods. The new 
division headed by Mendel Goldberg is based 
in our national headquarters at 5 Beekman 
Street. 
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WORKING 
DURING THE DAY? 

YOU CAN STILL 
AFFORD TO GET THE BEST 

IN 

COMPUTER PROGRAMMING 
TRAINING 

SUNDAY DAY AND TWO EVENINGS A WEEK 
(Classes on Mon. & Wed. Evenings 

No Sunday Class During July & August) 

• Full Comprehensive Program 

• convenient BORO PARK CENTER 

Students Eligible For Education Grants May Begin 
Training Without Immediate Tuition Payments 

DON'T COMPROMISE ON YOUR FUTURE 
• Learn on a state-of-the art 

IBM MAINFRAME COMPUTER 

• Learn COBOL-The most widely used business programming language. 
• Learn INTRO-BASIC-BAL & JCL from recognized professionals in an environment. 

conducive to comprehensive study. 
•Learn actual BUSINESS APPLICATIONS. 
• Earn a BETTER chance at a BETTER job. 

From the Quality School with the Unbeaten Track Record in PLACEMENT 
For Information and Admissions Assistance Calf 436-1700 

Cope Vocational Institute 
BUSINESS SKILLS DIVISION 

Boro Park: 4419-18th Ave., B'klyn, N.Y. 
Main Campus: 5 Beekman St., N.Y.C. 

A Division of Agudath Israel of America 
Accredited by Association of Independent Colleges & Schools 



Rabbi Jo&elman of 
Rosheim (2 Vola.) 

$11.95 

lthamar/ Agunah 
$5.95 

Family y Aguilar 
$6.95 

Faith and Courage/ 
Del Monte/Penknife 

$5.95 

M<VOJS Letman 

JUST IN TIM£, 

Justin Time 
$5.95 

Between Two Worlds 
$5.95 

The Count of Couey/ 
Vanls~ed 

$" .95 

A Classic Set of Jewish historical novels 
From Feldheim's Jewish Youth Classics-the Marcus Lehmann Series of 

historical novels presenting the broad panorama of Jewish history in fourteen vh ;1, 
inspiring tales. All in hard cover. 

Special price for all eleven volumes: $60 (instead of $67 .50) 6 
FELDHEIM BOOKS JfJ 
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New York, N.Y. 10002 
(212) 925-8130 
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I Have enclosed a check for .................. . 
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