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Chaim Dovid Zwiebel

A mass choir performed un the Capitel steps
while a nightiong debate raged
in the House chamber.

From the Capitolsteps fo the ros America’s pubic schools?

Bringing

G-

(and G-d Only Knows What Else)
Into The Publlc School Classroom:

The Dangers and Opportunities of “Equal Access” and Prayer in the Classroom

QOrthodox Jews need little persuasion that only au-
thentic, intensive Torah education can ensure Jewish
survival in the United States. Even the most indigent in
our community understand that the alternative to
expensive Yeshiva and Bais Yaakov education—free
public education—is no alternative at all.

Yet tens upon tens of thousands of American Jewish
children do attend public schools. And a staggering
number of young neshamos emerge each year from the
vast wasteland of American public education with nary
an inkling of what it means to be a Jew.

That the Torah community cannot write these chil-
dren off as forever lost to Yiddishkeit is self-evident. The
growth in recent years of the Baal Teshuva phenomenon
is eloquent testimony to the eternal spark of Divinity

Chaim Dovid Zwiebel is Director of the Office of Government Affairs of
Agtidath Israel of America. His article on “The Yeshivos” Educational Independence
Under Threat” appeared in the May 84 [O.

that resides within each Jew. Little wonder, therefore,
that organized Orthodoxy has placed such heavy em-
phasis in recent years on reaching out to Jewish public
school students in an attempt to ignite that spark.

But there are others who are attempting to generate
sparks of their own. The alarming rise of the so-called
religious cults, coupled with the increasingly aggressive
posture of Christian Fundamentalist missionary groups,
make Jewish public school children attractive prey for
dangerous religious sharks. Tragically, the sharks have
been all too successful in devouring their targets.

Recently enacted legislation has raised the ante con-
siderably in the battle for the soul of the Jewish public
schoo! student.

What the Law Says

Most public schools permit students to use school
facilities during non-instructional hours of the school
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day to conduct meetings and discussions on a broad
range of extra-curricular activities. Student math clubs,
chess clubs, drama clubs and the like are perceived as
enhancing a school’s educational mission and are widely
encouraged. Some courts have held, however, that the
First Amendment’s proscription against the establish-
ment of religion forbids public schools from allowing
student religions chubs to use school facilities to conduct
their activities. Earlier this year, Congress responded
with the “Equal Access Act.”

Under the newly enacted legislation, a public high
school that permits student groups to conduct meetings
on school facilities may not “deny equal access or a fair
opportunity to, or disciminate against, any students
who wish to conduct a meeting within that [schooll on
the basis of the religious, political, philosophical, or other con-
tent of the speech at such meeting.” [Emphasis added.)
Stated simply, nostudent group may be denied access to
public high school facilities if any student group is per-
mitted access. If the school allows on-campus meetings
of chess clubs, for example, it must allow on-campus
meetings of New Testament study clubs, gay rights
clubs, Mooenie clubs, Marxist clubs, atheist clubs—and,
yes, Torah clubs—so long as “the meeting does not
materially and substantially interfere with the orderly
conduct of educational activities within the school.”

The Equal Access Law does contain certain safe-
guards designed to ensure that the school’s involvement
in religious meetings is minimal. Meetings must be
voluntary and student initiated. The school may not
sponsor the meetings. School employees may attend
religious meetings only in a “non-participatory capa-
city.” Nothing in the law, however, precludes the use of
school bulletin boards or publications to publicize stu-
dent meetings.

In addition, the new law prohibits non-school persons
from “regularly” attending on-campus student meet-
ings. Presumably, therefore, the Reverends Falwell and
Farakhan can—on an irregular basis—participate per-
sonally in the respectively meetings of high school
Youth for Christian Values and Black Muslim groups.
The aforementioned men of the cloth have not been
heard to complain about the limitations of this impend-
ing state of affairs. '

The Evolution of Equal Access

The Equal Access Act is best understood when
viewed against the background of the broader issues of
school prayer and free speech.

Since the early 605, when the United States Supreme
Court held-that organized prayer in the public schools
was unconstitutional, there have been frequent at-
tempts to amend the constitution to permit such prayer.
Matters came to a head early this year. The White
House pushed hard for a constitutional amendment
that would have allowed public school students to par-
ticipate in organized prayer sessions during class hours:
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(Proposed School Prayer Amendment:)

“Nothing in Hhis Constitution shall be construed fo prohibit
individual or group prayer in public schools or other public
institutions. No persen shall be required by the United States
or by any stafe to participate in prayer, Neither the United
States nor any state shall compose the words of any prayer to be
said in public schools,”

The proposed amendment, and several alternative
formulations, were defeated.

Opposition to the school prayer amendments was led
by congressional civil libertarians who perceived prayer
in the public schools as a breach in the wall separating
church and state in this country. Prayer proponents hit
upon an ingenious way to overcome such opposition:
equal access. If student groups can get together to dis-
cuss poetry, why not religion? By portraying the prayer
issue in terms of advancing not religion but free
speech—a principle dear to the heart of civil libertarians
(remember Skokie?)~-those who sought to “bring G-d
back into the classroom” enlisted the support of the very
groups that had successfully killed the proposed school
prayer amendments.

Neutralizing the Civil Libertarians

The civil liberties groups were not easily won over.
The American Civil Liberties Union, for example,
opposed the original version of the Equal Access Bill,
which provided that schools could not discriminate
against a student group meeting “on the basis of the
religious content of the speech at such meeting.” This
language, according to the ACLU, “on its face would
give a privileged position to ‘religious’ speech. Such
status would impermissibly benefit religious groups and
create the grave constitutional problem of having
school officials determine what student meeting re-
quests were ‘refigious’.” The initial Equal Access Bill
failed to muster the requisite majority in the House of
Representatives, and it was back to the drawing board
again for school prayer proponents.

They finally achieved their objective when they
introduced the second version of equal access legisla-
tion. The new bill prohibited schools from discriminat-
ing not only on the basis of the religious content of the
student group speech, but also on the “political, philoso-
phical or other basis of the speech.” The ACLU still
could not bring itself actively to support the bill, but
called it “a significant improvement” over the initial
version of equal access, “a serious students rights initia-
tive [which] would be of real benefit to many political
and other student groups which seek ACLU assistance.”
The bill passed Congress by an overwhelming majority,
and President Reagan signed it into law late this
summer.

Those who hailed passage of the Equal Access Law
represented a curious group of bedfellows. The Presi-
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dent and many other conservative political and religious
groups hailed the legislation as an important break-
through for the cause of religion in the public schools.
At the other end of the political spectrum, free speech
enthusiasts gushed that the bill represented a major
victory for their cause. Typical were the comments of
Massachusetts Congressman Barney Frank, quoted in
The New York Times as follows;

“In some ways, this is the best impowerment of Feen-agers
that's come along. People should understand what this means,
which is that 15-year-olds have some decisions to make that
adults can't interfere with. It means the young Trotskyiles can
meet, it means the gay rights activists can meet. 1 think it's
wonderful, but I'm surprised at some of my allies.”

Agudath Israel's Position

The subject of public school prayer is one that has
been addressed at the highest level of Agudath Israel:
Pursuant to a directive from its Moetzes Gedolei HaTorah
(Council of Torah Sages), the Agudah has taken the
position that structured non-denominational prayer in
the public schools can contribute to a strengthening of
religious values in American society in a manner that
does not threaten the religious independence of Jewish
public school children, Accordingly, Agudath Israel has
not opposed legislative “school prayer”initiatives where
there were built-in and iron-clad guarantees that the
prayer utilized would indeed be non-denominational in
form and content. An example of such prayer was the
version composed by the New York Board of Regents
and struck down as unconstitutional in 1962: “ Almighty
G-d, we acknowledge our dependence upon Thee, and
we beg Thy blessings upon us, our parents, our teachers
and our country.”

To the extent, however, that school prayer legislation
could expose Jewish public school students to prayers
identified with a specitic denomination—an Alabama
public school practice of reciting “The Lord’s Prayer” at
the start of each school day is a good example—Agudath
Israel has spoken loudly and clearly against such legisla-
tive initiatives. Agudah therefore opposed the White
House’s proposed school prayer amendment to the con-
stitution {quoted on the previous page} inasmuch as it
was “couched in terms that would leave the door open
for the institution of sectarian prayers in public schools
by parents or other groups with vested interests,”

When the legislative focus shifted this year from the
proposed constitutional amendments to the Equal Ac-
cess Bill, Agudath Israel’s reaction (based upon express
guidance from Agudah’s Nesius/Presidium) was un-
equivocal. In a letter to key Congressional leaders, Agu-
dah pointed out that equal access “could turn the
schools into fora for missionary activities, idoctrination
into cultism, inculcation of deviant anti-social behavior
and dissemination of anti-American propaganda.” The
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letter noted that “high school students are not adults
[but rather] impressionable teenagers, compelled by
state law to attend school and thus a captive audience
while on school grounds. These youngsters will be
highly susceptible to the types of pressures that in-
evitably will result when their peers—often fronting for
outside agitators—utilize school premises to advance
agendas totally unrelated to the educational objectives
that provide the rationale for a state’s power to compel
school attendance in the first place.”

But equal access is now the law of the land. At least
until the courts have an opportunity to rule on its
constitutionality- -and there is a strong possibility that,
at minimum, that part of the law thatrelates toreligious.
meetings will be held unconstitutional—Jewish public
high school students will be vulnerable to potentially
corrupting influences on campus. How do we react?

The Challenge to Torah Jewry

Dangeraus though the Equal Access Law may be, it
does present the Torah community with some unique
opportunities.

Most obviously, we should not hesitate to enter and
compete in the new marketplace created by the law. In
communities where there are significant numbers (or
even insignificant numbers) of Jewish public school
children, Orthodox groups should encourage the for-
mation of student Torah groups on public high school
campuses. We should be confident that the authenticity
and qguality of the product we have to sell will, bezras
HaShem, fare wellin the competition for Jewish students’
souls.

A less immediately apparent, but perhaps even more
important, opportunity generated by the Equal Access
Law relates to the viability of the public school option
for Jewish high school students whose parents, though
not necessarily religious, object to having their children
participate in school clubs that disseminate anti-Jewish
and anti-family propaganda. Permitting the teenaged
children of such parents to be exposed to any and all
ideas is likely to undermine the attractiveness of public
education—and, conversely, to strengthen the at-
tractiveness of our yeshivos.

Consider Jewish parents who send their son to a local
public high school and discover one day that he has
attended an on-campus Jews for ] rally. Or consider
parents whose teenage daughter participates in a stu-
dent meeting of the Lesbian Pride club. Are these par-
ents not ripe candidates to hear our message that only
Torah education can ensure their children’s survival as
Jews and decent human beings?

Torah Jewry must be prepared to deliver that mes-
sage, loudly and clearly. If we do, equal access may turn
out to be a blessing in disguise. Bringing G-d and free
speech back to the public school classroom may have the
effect of bringing Jewish children back to their roots.

>
o,\
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by Dov Aharoni Fisch

JEWISH PARENTS ARE ASKING....

Why are so many cults and Christian
missionary groups in America attracting
such a large following among sensitive,
intelligent, educated young Jews?

Dov Aharoni Fisch thoroughly explores the
frightening wave of intense Jewish
interest in these sects. This originai and
penetrating book offers compelling, fact-
filled and hard-to-put-down reading.

368 pages; hardcover; $12.95

Send for a complimentary copy of Feldheim’'s
new ilustated 1984 /85 Catalog.
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Orange Togas in Israel

Chances are that you've walked down the street and
seen a small group of shaven-headed kids in orange
togas chanting, beating tambourines and handing out
literature. Chances are, too, that you passed by, think-
ing: “nut cases.” And probably the person in front of you
and the one behind you did the same.

But maybe one person in the stream of pedestrians on
that sidewalk stopped and histened; and maybe he/she
heard something that touched a sensitive spot. Some
people do stop and listen. Anti-missionary experts in
Jerusalem put the number of Israeli Jews in cults at
10,000.

Who gets into cults? Why do they attract some people
and not others? What do the cults teach? What do
people do in cult? What do cults do to them?

First, the average Israeli who joins a cult is not nuts,
he is not intellectually deficient, nor is he invariably
under twenty. There are university lecturers in cults in
Israel.

Secondly, the cults vary in their degree of sophistica-
tion. Not all cultists wrap themselves in orange dyed
sheets: some wear business suits.

What attracts people to cults? Let us go back to the
sidewalk scene; let us dress the cultist in slacks and sport
shirt. Someone stops and accepts the tract the cultist is
offering. The cultist puts out a come-on, the gist of
which is: “Say, you don’t look happy. What's going on
with you? There’s a way to get all this back under

Mrs. Nahmoud, « frequent contributor to THE JEWISH OBSERVER as well as
other publications, resides in Jerusalem. Her biography of Ribi Ya'akov Abu-Hasira
was featured in the November ‘83 O,

The Jewish Observer/ September, 1584

EARE KRISHNA

just what
the Guru
ordered

Nehama Consuelo Nahmoud

Junkies Without Drugs

control. We know the solution to your problem, and 1
think we can help you.”

Welcome to Cultsville

If his interlocutor's mental state is just right, this
message may “take.” The prospective “customer” then
asks for more details, and he may be invited to a
secluded spot in the country where the cult has its
headquarters. He sees many people there, all in small
orderly groups. He himself is assigned to one of the
groups. In his group nearly all are newcomers like him-
self ... all but one, who is a group leader posing as a
recent arrival. And now begins what professionals call
“mind processing.”

Mind processing consists of a combination of sleep
deprivation, privacy deprivation, carbohydrate over-
load, and the Big Lie.

How does it work? The newcomer is never let alone;
he literally never has daled amot square to himself at any
time; he is even accompanied to the bathroom. Carbo-
hydrate overload involves a highly imbalanced diet of
sugar and white-flour products galore, The overload of
sugar in the bloodstream stimulates the pancreas to
flood in insulin so as to neutralize the effect of the high
sugar level. This brings the blood sugar down sharply,
inducing a state called hypoglycemia. Since blood sugar
carries oxygen to the brain, a lack of it dulls conscious-
ness and memory, and the personin this condition feels
drowsy, only half alive. This state is aggravated by
sleep deprivation.

During his waking hours, the newcomer is bom-
barded by an ever-present companion sporting the Big
Lie, over and over again: “You've been programmed
wrong all your life. That's why everything is out of
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control and you feel lousy. We'll teach you to get your
life back under control. If you're willing to give yourself
over to our teaching, you will be happy.”

It is known that if someone hears something-—truth
or falsehood—over and over and over, he will ultimately
believe it. It will seem natural after a while and it will be
absorbed into his worldview.

Anocther principle used by the cults, harder to des-
cribe, is the group influence. Like an individual, a group
can have its own identity, particularly when the in-
dividuals in it turn off their thinking processes and go
on emotion alone. Examples of this, outside of cults,
were seen in Japan and Germany during World War II;
and it is what makes violent mob scenes so frightening.

With his thinking capacity reduced by physical means
plus “reprogramming,” the new cult member gradually
surrenders his identity and melts it into the group iden-
tity. But this is no uncontrolled mob—every action,
every minute, is carefully structured, only not by the
individual cult member. He gets to a point where he
does what he is told, says what he is told, and believes
what he is told, in absolute unthinking obedience.
Anyone who starts questioning is considered dangerous
and is subject to group sanction. In other words, “mind
processing” is a euphemism for brainwashing.

Why Do They Join?

Why would anyone want to do such a thing to him-
self? What does he get out of it? After all, in addition to
their most important spiritual faculties, cult members
are required to sign all their money and property over to
the cult.

The cult member gets something that is worth more
to him than all the money in the world: anesthesia.

The new “processee” looks around the grounds of the
cult commune and sees peaceful, serene-looking people.
According to Ted Gross, an authority on cults, people
fall for the cult line when they have reached some kind
of breaking point, when they feel their life circumstan-
ces are out of control and they fear their own reactions
to those circumstances. It could be the death of a loved

one; a divorce; war; an unstable childhood; or just the

natural spiritual-growth crises that come up in every-
one’s life, but which are more painful for some than for
others, Without faith in G-d and His Providence, they
feel like a nonswimmer who has just been washed
overboard.

In all of these difficult life circumstances, the person
caught in them feels alone and frightened; he is faced
with hard decisions and possibly has no one to advise
him. And he may feel excruciating emotional pain.
When he has been “mind processed,” he feels safe and
unafraid. He does not have to make any decisions as
someone else makes them all for him. He is back to
where he was as a child of two or three years old.

The AACI (Association of Americans and Canadians
in Israel} recently held a workshop on the subject of
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cults, The participants were all from kibbutzim and mosha-
vim (agricultural settlements). In the course of the dis-
cussions, it was brought out that some people have left
their kibbutzim to join cult communes.

Someone said: “It's all done with a lot of love; and
that's the most frightening part. The kids go to the cults
for love and security; we must be doing something
wrong.”

Spiritual emptiness was also cited. A mother whose
son joined the Rajneeshi cult said that she blamed her-
self for not having given her son a Jewish education.

Another voice added that there is a certain percentage
of people in every society, often from among the most
intelligent and capable, who feel alienated and want to
escape from society into a cult instead of struggling to
make their society better.

Ishag, former cult member and now a ba'al teshuva,
concurs: “It works best on quiet, simple people, who see
Israeli society today as noisy, boasting, and aggressive.
They know they can never feel comfortable in such a
society. In cults these people are trying to find the social
framework and security they feel they need to be

happy.”
Avoiding Life's Challenges

Ishaq and his wife Berakha, also a former cult
member, were lucky—they escaped without permanent
damage: Ishaqg told Yad YAhim, which was instrumental
in releasing him: “Some of the side effects are insomnia
or, on the other hand, dozing off. Then you have bad
dreams, horrible nightmares. And the teachers, on the
lookout for people who might break away, try to con-
vince you that these states of mind are good for you—a
type of cleansing! In the more advanced stages, these
states of confusion become even more intense. There is
prolonged, hysterical crying and laughing. And again,
the teachers will do their best to convince you how well
you're doing, that you're on the road to tranquility and
peace. Worse than that: they threaten that if you stop at
that point you will get sick from not continuing the
proper treatment.”

Berakha, who spent two years with the Ananda
Marga cult, added: “Many of the ‘converts’ enter a
schizophrenic state,”

It is no wonder that there are now forty young people
in mental hospitals due to cult involvement!

There is another evil, and that is idol worship in the
most literal sense of the word. The cult leader, for one
thing, sets himself up as the only person in the world
who is divinely inspired and can reveal the Truth to
others—as Berakha stated:

“The guru of our group is supposed to have a direct
link to the spark of G-d in everything. Believing in the
guru is a way of saving your soul, which, they tell you,
means you cut out all the different lives you usually
have to live before reaching Paradise.”

Each of these cults worships some sort of god or
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goddess with rituals and ceremonies, including prostra-
tion and incense. One cult has resurrected the old Egyp-
tian dieties and added some modern trimmings: they are
taught that their members have electronic impulse
transmitters in their brains and can send and receive
thought impulses.

Religion or Cult?

At this point | asked Ted Gross, “What is the differ-
ence between a cult and a religion? Is it a matter of who
or what is worshipped?”

The answer was “no.” Hinduism, idol worship par
excellence, is technically classified as a religion; Christian-
ity is a religion, yet there is such a thing as a Christian
cult. The difference, it was explained, is that in religions
the adherents keep their free wills, their decision-making powers,
while in cults they do not. Many Hindus have freely
changed their religion. A Jew who has fallen prey to
Christian missionaries can be persuaded to correct his
mistake by an anti-missionary specialist who knows
how to explain the “Old” and the “New Testaments”;
reclaiming a cultist is a different and much more com-
plicated task.

It is not by happenstance that unzonking a cultist is
called “deprogramming.” The first procedure is kidnap-
ping the cultist, taking him someplace where privacy is
ensured, such as a hotel room, and stripping him psy-
chologically in a manner similar to that by which he was
programmed by the cult. Deprogrammers must, of
course, be very well versed in both psychology and
religion. Rabbi Dobin of the U.S., and Ted Gross and
Michael Firer of Israel are experienced in their field,
perhaps one of the most difficult specialties in either
psychology or religion.

The Israeli Cults

The list of cuits in Israel includes Hare Krishna (the
boys in the orange sheets) with eleven branches in this
country. According to Rabbi Porush of Yad ' Ahim, one
half of the world leadership of Hare Krishna are Jews.
{Interestingly, the two top men in Israel both have
brothers in a ba'al teshuva yeshiva.)

One of Hare Krishna's preferred hunting grounds is
Tel Aviv's Dizengoff Street, the site of many sidewalk
cafes. Spiritually it is vacuumville, where the clientele is
as empty as the beer bottles on the tables—a fact not
lost on the Hare Krishnaniks dancing up Dizengoff to
ply the cafe sitters with exotic entertainment, litera-
ture, cookies and sweet talk.

Another cult opened a restaurant in Haifa, “the
Maharaja,” which served a propaganda center. Yad
IAhim sent out a special team to monitor the cult’s
activities and to try to save some of the young people.
Anti-cult literature brought the public’s attention to the
problem, the restaurant was boycotted and finally
closed down.

Transcendental Meditation is an Indian-type cult, but

different from others. It is more insidious. It initiates
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All
for the

BOSS

by Ruchoma Shain

RS KL AF [TV

Among the untold stories of Jewish heroes
in America is the saga of the legendary
Yaakov Yosef Herman. One of thousands of
poor young Jews who arrived in New York in
1888, he soon blazed onto the American
Jewish scene.

An unswerving and demanding authoritarian
when serving his “Boss,” he fought Jewish
ignorance, apathy and assimilation with
fierce determination, while at the same time,
he showered every Jew with love,
compassion and humor.

A furrier by profession, his real business was
“Torah and mitzvos.” He turned his house
into an international center for hachnosas
orchim; taught Torah unceasingly to
whoever would listen; performed endless acts
of gemilas chesed; and sent scores of
American boys to far-away yeshivas to learn.

Written as only Mr. Herman’s daughter
could write it, ALL FOR THE BOSS opens a
window onto the private life of a great
American Torah pioneer and his family.

440 pages; hardcover; $13.95

Send for a complimentary copy of Feldheim’s
new illustated 1984/85 Catalog.
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followers by degrees, very slowly, and only in the last
stages does it become dangerous; it is then that mem-
bers are introduced to ido! worship. At the beginning it
simply offers a rather bland fare of universal meditation
techniques. It reaches its people through advertise-
ments in respectable papers for classes and lectures on
meditation, which attract middle-class housewives, busi-
nessmen and professional people with promises to teach
them how to relax.

Ishaq told Yad I'Ahim: “TM operates legally in this
country and is registered as a health club. So more
people are exposed to it. Once they are exposed, they
find themselves fascinated by the mystical quality of
other cults—so they begin to search for the more mysti-
cal answers to their questions. Thus, TM is not only
dangerous in its own right, but with druglike qualities, it
induces people to try the more dangerous and addictive
cults.”

Iman is the most sophisticated. They do not solicit
members; they work by word of mouth. They have an
elitist reputation and do not accept all comers, some-
thing like an English club. And this is no coincidence:
Iman is an English club. Its headquarters are in England,
its members wear “proper” clothes, and time that might
be spent with tambourines in the streets by other kinds
of cultists, is spent over teacups in fran.

Others such as Guru Maharishi, EST, Harmony,
Yodanta Yoga abound in Israel, but the Moonies are not
yet organized here.

Low-Risk Neighborhoods?

Is a religious neighborhood safe from cult influence?

Not 100%. I personally know of a family in a yeshiva
neighborhood: The father is a rabbi. The teenage son
had learned in yeshivot where he did not fit in, but the
parents were oblivious to his identity problems during
the course of his growing years. In his late teens he
went to Tel Aviv and attended classes of a group that
promised to relieve him of all his problems—each class
costing a stiff price for a religious Israeli family.

Fortunately, this cult was one of the “slow” ones,
which hold off the heavy brainwashing for a number of
preliminary sessions. The mother, like a good many
[sraelis, was not as worldly wise as most Americans and
did not see the danger at first; but soon the parent
consulted Rabbi Porush, and the boy is now out of the
cult.

Rule #1: Be Aware!

As with the Christian missionary problem, a great
part of the solution lies in BEING AWARE.

Publicity helps. This year the newspaper Israel’s pop-
ular daily Ma'ariv, printed a series of articles on the cult
situation based on material supplied by Yad ' Ahim. Yad
I'Achim people also appeared on a radio program to
discuss all aspects of cults in Israel, and another pro-
gram, starring Michael Firer, followed soon after.
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Within a short time a girl came to Rabbi Porush, saying
that she had heard the radio program. The problem was
her brother who had fallen head over heels into a cult.
Mr. Firer was brought—albeit surreptitiously—into
contact with the boy, who subsequently left the cult; he
is now going to Torah classes.

My own articles {“The Love Bomb,” JO April 1984,
and the present one) came about as the result of a
lecture I heard at a women’s group in my neighborhood.

More official interest is being shown in this problem
than in Christian evangelization, probably because of
the shock value, or perhaps because of negative political
implications (on the international scene) of dealing
severely with a European type of religion as compared
to Eastern religions.

Concerned Parents Against the Cults have succeeded
in pressuring the government to take action. A gov-
ernment committee, headed by MK Miriam Clazer
{Deputy Minister of Education) has been studying the
problem for a year and has proposed steps such as
removal of the “association (non-profit organization)
status” of the cults, which means that they must pay
taxes—and also money sent abroad by them will be
carefully scrutinized. Such legal steps, if assiduously
pursued, will make life more difficult for the cults,

Concerned Parents, as its name suggests, is an organ-
ization of families who are united by a common
tragedy--a son or daughter in the cults. Startedin 1971,
this organization was formed as a self-help group. They
counsel families of cult members, explaining what a cult
is and how to communicate with the cultist.

Another service is seeking children who have disap-
peared into cults abroad, and for this purpose Con-
cerned Parents keep in contact with analogous groups
in other countries. The organization is also in contact
with the army, with the aim of preventing cult members
from obtaining deferment from military service. The
head of Concerned Parents said that they had some
success with former cult members, providing what he
called “cult exit counseling™ i.e. when a cult member has
been deprogrammed, he needs something to fill the
vacuum, meaning Judaism explained in a way he can
understand.

Concerned Parents has recently held two workshops,
one on the relationship between the parent and the cult
member, and another that included psychiatrists and
social workers interested in the cult problem.

If you should see cult literature, get acopy and send it
to one of the addresses listed below. If you hear ofa cult
set up inan apartment, a restaurant or a country piace,
send or call in the address; there may be Jews getting the

“treatment” there. b
Israel

Rabbi Porush N. Blasbalg USA
Yad FAhim (. Box 1806 Rabbi Dobin
3 Rehov Yonra, Haifa 17720 North Bay Road, Suite 8-D
Jerusalem 03-716-522 Miami Beach, Florida 33150
02-286-003 Michae! Firer 931-0001

054-741-03
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Openings
Judith Benoliel Belsky

Openings—

the image spans the season.

At Rosh Hashona

the penitent at the door

bearing teshuva

awaits one.

At Yom Kippur

we stretch our imagination

to create one the width

of a needle’s eye.

Into this opening we merge

and present a new face.

At Succos

the air itself

is open;

it is hung with fragrant pine

and new fruit

and potential as wide

as the sky that inclines itself

to meet the openings

of our succah.

At Simchas Torah

we open wide the Aron Hakodesh

to embrace the sifrei Torah at our hearts.

We weave in and out

of circles open and fluid.

At Yom Tov's end

the Aron is shut.

But his opening remains with us

all year.

A yearning.
Judith Benoliel Belsky has written poctry for CHAZON, and has
writlen feur children’s books published by Feldheim Publishers.

&y Be sure to notify us in ad-

e vance so that your copies
é will continue to reach you.
O& The U.S. Postal Service will
é not forward magazines to
vour new address.
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AT LAST......
an authoritative, contemporary guide to
Sabbath observance ... in English)
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SHEMIRATH SHABBATH

by Rav Y.Y. Neuwirth

After several years of careful preparation,

the first volume of the highly acclaimed
SHEMIRATH SHABBATH KEHILCHATHAH
is now available in a superb English
translation by W. Grangewood.

Covering the most common problems
confronting Sabbath-observing Jew today,
this first volume provides practical, detailed
answers to 20th century questions dealing,
for example, with the proper use of
disposable diapers, contact lenses, cake
frostings, plastic bags, alarm clocks, zippers
and wigs on the Sabbath.

Arranged for easy reference, the detailed
table of contents, marginal headings and
comprehensive index will help you find
exactly what you need.

360 pages; beautifully printed and bound. A
basic reference guide for every Jewish home.

Hardcover $10.95 Paperback § 7.95

Send for a complimentary copy of Feldheim’s
new illustated 1984/85 Catalog.

i FELDHEIM PUBLISHERS
96 East Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10002
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Songs
Not For Repetition

Beyond doubt, synagogue prayer has been a focus of
esthetic interest throughout the centuries. And that has
raised many problems. Writing seven hundred years
ago, the Rosh complained of congregations which placed
the cantorial skills of the shaliach tzibur above all other
considerations:

But I was angry because the chazanim of this country are
for their (the congregations’) enjoyment, fo hear a beautiful
voice, and they do not care even if he is an absolute rasha just as
long as he sings sweetly { Teshuvos 4:22),

A relatively more recent problem is the use of a
tuning fork on Shabbos by chazanim who wish to sing in
the correct pitch. No fewer than ten teshuvos over the
past two hundred years address themselves to this
guestion, including a brief one by my grandfather and
teacher, zecher tzaddik livracha, included in the forthcom-
ing second volume of his writings. A few respondents
permit the practice and most forbid it. It is little found
today in the United States, but persists in some large
congregations particularly in Britain.

Current and virtually omnipresent, by contrast, is the
repetition of individual syllables or entire words or
phrases by the baal tefille. There is no doubt that repeti-
tion of vowels is permitted, such as in “ba-a-a-ruch”.
Every known nusach and all Torah cantillation is based
on such repetition. Perhaps the reason is that Hebrew
vowels are not letters in themselves but merely signs
marked above or below the consonants. But no such
reasoning or precedent is found for repetition of con-

Rabbi Henkin, author of Responsa Buet Banim, has contributed over forty
articles to rabbinic journals. He is the grandson of the Gaon and Tzaddik Rabbi
Yosef Elivahu Henkinovs1. After having served as rabbi of the Bet Shean Valley in
Israel, ke is curvently associated with Otzar Haposkim in Jerusalem.
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Rabbi Yehuda Herzl Henkin

Who Will Live

and
Who Will Die-
Tra-La-La

For the Service in the Synagogue

sonants such as in “ata-ta”, and even less for insertion of
letters or words which are not in the text at all such as
"oy vey.”

The focus of rabbinic attention, however, has beenon
repetition of words or phrases within the liturgy. The
Talmud (Berachos 33b) discusses the repetition modim,
modim which is taken as a sign of heresy and demands
the silencing of anyone who utters it. Other repetitions,
according to the Yerushalmi, seem to be merely blame-
worthy. Generations of poskim have objected to needless
repetitions of any sort, either because they reveal that
the chazan is infatuated with his musical prowess or
because of concern for a hefsek or breach, which invali-
dates the prayer. The differences between responsa
tend to lie in the degree of severity with which the
phenomenon is viewed (compare, for instance, Res-
ponsa Mahara”m Shick OH 31 and Igras Moshe OH pt. 11
22). There have been those who justify repetition as
long as it stems from religious fervor and devotion (Sefer
Taras Chayim),

What Type of Tune?

What about the tunes themselves—can they be from
non-Jewish sources? Actual church music is inadmiss-
able (Sefer Chassidim), as are erotic songs?, but non-Jewish
origins per se do not disqualify a tune from use in the
synagogue (Teshuvos haBach, Machazik Beracha) However,
there is a danger that tunes may cause the worshipper

1) But see Shabbas 138b. The matter appears to be a machiokes; this is
not the place for detailed exposition.

2} Ramg in OH 53:25 is not referring $o use of tunes in the syna-
gogue, but to a shaliach fzibur who sings erotic songs outside the
Synagogue and is therefore unfit to officiate at prayer; see Responsa
haRif {ed. Bulgaria) 39, Orchos Chayim OH Hilchos Tefilla 78. But the
tunes themselves would be forbidden because of hakrivu na lifechatecha.
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to recall the original non-Jewish words even while he
mouths the Hebrew liturgy-~hardly a vehicle for kapanna
(Nefutzos Yehuda, Levush/). The principle would seem to be
this: there are tunes which because of their idolatrous
or abscene origins may not enter the synagogue at all.
Other tunes may be used on condition that they are not
too closely identified with particular lyrics. Those who,
after the Six-Day War, sang Lecha Dodi to the tune of
Yerushalayim shel Zahav surely caused their congregations

to think about the road to Jericho rather than the Sab-
bath Queen!

Jewish Melodies, But Do They Fit?

Nowadays we are not dependent on non-Jewish
sources nor even on non-religious Jews for synagogue
tunes. The Orthodox community is blessed with com-
posers who produce original melodies for all parts of the
service. Not only do traditional songs such as Lecha Dodi
and Keil Adon have a plethora of new tunes, but so do
prayers which have rarely if ever been sung in the past.

And this itself has become a problem. Do the tunes
suit the prayers? Eight hundred years ago, Sefer Chassidim
wrote:

-+ . Seek out one of the melodies (niggunim) and when You
pray, speak in melody that is pleasant and sweet in your
eyjes—say your prayers in that melody and you will pray with
devotion and your heart will be drawn after what your lips
utter. For words of beseeching and request, a melody that
makes the heart cry: for words of praise, a melody that
gladdens the heart, so that your mouth will be full of love and
happiness for He who sees your heart (158, Parma 11),

Particularly on the High Holidays, times of “beseech-
ing and request,” we hear tunes that do not do justice to
or sometimes cancel out the majesty and pathos of the
texts. The Linesaneh Tokef, the sublime and terrifying high
point of the Musaf prayer:

A great trumpet will be sounded and a still small voice will
be heard. The angels will be alarmed, fear and trembling will
seize them, and they will say: here is the day of judgment. . .
On Rosh Hashana it will be written and on fhe fast, Yom
Kippur, sealed: how many will pass away and how many will
be created, who will live and who will die, who in his proper
time and who not, who by water and who by fire, who by
sword and who by beast, who by starvation and who by thirst

- who will be tranquil and who agitated, who will have
peace and who be afflicted, who will be impoverished and who
made rich, wha brought low and who raised high.

T have heard this sung to sweet tunes, nostalgic tunes,
tunes suited to the lengthening shadows of a seudak
shlishis. And I have heard women—and men—emerge
from such a Musafservice and sigh “How beautifull”—as
if esthetic languidness was the measure ofthe day.

Or Tefilas Geshem, the prayer for rain in Musaf of She-
minl Atzeves, One tune in use is a lilting, soft melody

which sticks in the throat only when sung to the last
stanza:
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THE KING
WHO CAME BACK

by Avraham ben Yaakov

There was once a kingdom where the peopie
were always happy. One day the king
announced that he was leaving the country to
go on a long journey. He left behind two
counselors to advise his people. One was
wise, the other foolish. Time passed, but the
King did not return, and the Foolish Counselor
seized control. ...

THE KING WHO CAME BACK is more than a
vivid narrative. It is an allegory in the genre of
the chassidic tale, about man’s struggle with
himself and his quest for truth.

A beautiful story... to be read as a story to the
young, to be read and thought about by their
elders. Exquisite iltustrations by LA Kaufman.
A unique gift for all ages.

hardcover; $5.95

Send for a complimentary copy of Feldheim's
new Hlustated 1984 /85 Catalog.
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Remember twelve tribes, which you passed through the
decree of water, that you sweetened the bittneress of water for
them. The blood of their descendants has been spilled like water
for your sake.

Our generation is capable of singing of Jewish blood
spilled like water and noticing only the music.

The answer, of course, is not to forgo tunes alto-
gether. Those congregations that have ceased singing
even Lecha Dodi to any recognizable melody in the mis-
taken belief that chanting rather than singing is some-
how “more religious,” have misread the legacy of thou-

sands of years of prayer originating in the Beis haMikdash
itself. But the message must fit the chime. We must
guard against notes taking precedence over words,
tunes over text, against letting estheticism overshadow
communication with haKadosh baruch hu—in short, against
esthetic form in asking vacuity in a vocal equivalent of a
golden calf. =

*The printed form Hashem in current vogue is similar, lehavdil, to
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and is poor transtiteration. The word
which deserves the capital letter is surely Shem, the Name, and not ha
which is the definite article “the.”

Two Classes Will Learn

COMPUTER

PROGRAMMING
This Fall
SHOULDN'T
YOU JOIN THEM?

FOR APTITUDE TESTING
AND ENROLLMENT PROCEDURES

CALL COPE
INSTITUTE 436-1700

New Evening Classes
Registration Through October

¢ Comprehensive program recognized for
its quality by the industry it serves

¢ Professional aptitude testing and career
counseling recommendations with a

proven reputation for integrity

® Effective placement assistance refers the
“COPE GRADUATE” with pride

¢ Full tuition scholarships available for
income eligible applicants under JTPA.

¢ Financial aid including grants and loans
can provide full tuition assistance for
eligible applicants.

R

4419 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11204

Accradited by the Asseciation of Independent Collages b Schools
Licensed by the New York Siats Ecucation Depariment

A divislon of Agudath jsraet of America

Pincus Mandel

Cemetery Consultant
Representative of Chevros
Kadisha in Jerusalem
with karka on Har Hazaitim, San-
hedria and Har Hamnuchot; also
sole agent for the "TADMAT KO-
DESH" Cemetery in SEFAT, near
the * TZIYON” of R’PINCHAS
Ben YAIR and MERON Cemetery,
in the vicinity of the "OHEL" of
R'SHIMONBAR YOCHAIL Karka
also available on all other COM-
MUNITY-OWNED Cemeteries in
Eretz Yisrael, controlled and main-
tained by the CHEVRA KADISHA
of the COMMUNITY ... Not a
PRIVATELY-OWNED BUSIL-

NESS.

1569 47th Street
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219
Day and Night Phone

{212)855-5121
Honesty — Integrity —

Responsibility
Over X Years of Dedicated Service te
the Orthodox Jewish Communicy

Please Register
to Vote

As a concerned citizen, who
really cares about your city,
make your voice heard!
in New York City, to obtain
a voter registration form

Dial VOTER '84

In order to vote in a Primary in
New York State, you must be
enrotled in a party, therefore
please indicate the party of your
choice when you register and

Please VOTE in every election!
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HE wWAS called Hacham Shaya, in the traditional
manner that one addresses a rav, He wasn't a rav; in
fact, his formal education was sketchy to say the least.
He almost certainly attended a kuttab (cheder) in Aleppo,
but when he came to the United States in 1920 at the
age of 17, he had been a jeweler's apprentice for at
least two years. In America, he was a peddler and a
small businessman, and his parnassah (sustenance)
came hard. It therefore seems remarkable that he
knew Gemara, Shulchan Aruch, and Chumash as well as he
did. The Ben Ish Chai and Chok Yisrael—they were old
and familiar friends. And above all, he knew the min-
hagim {customs} of his native Aleppo. He was the
authority, the final arbiter of all questions concerning
minhagim. To me, he symbolized the ancient commun-
ity of Aleppo,

HACHAM SHAYA SHOMER. The last name fitted him
perfectly, because that is what he was, a shomer—a
guardian. He watched over the shul, the books, the
sifre Torah. Whenever the ark was opened for kriat
haTorak, the first sefer Torah within reach was already
rolled to the reading of the day. You think it rolied
itself? Hacham Shaya was at work. He was the mesader
(gabbai} of the first minyan, and he performed his duties
with devotion for many years. He checked mezzuzot
and tefillin, free of charge. He was a competent baal
koreh and baal tefillah. And as much as he represented
Aleppo, he will always symbolize Simhat Torah for me.

Mr. Relsman, an accountant by profession, has been davening for the past five
wears with the first minyan of Congregation B'nai Yosef of Flathush, Brooklyn,
where he met Hacham Shaya Shomer.
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LM. Reisman

Hacham Shaya'’s
Simhat Torah

HAHAM SHAYA's Simhat Torah was something un-
usual. He liked the hakafot to last fifteen minutes, Al)
seven. At night, a minyan of his best friends and fol-
lowers would make hakafof with him in the small mid-
rash of the shul. When his hakafot were over, he would
go home; they would come upstairs where the rest of
the shul was on on hakafa number two, or thereabouts.
In the morning, the first minyan’s hakafot lasted twenty
minutes or so.

No, Hacham Shaya’s Simhat Torah emphasized
something else entirely. His priorities were those of
thousands of years in Aleppo and the East in general,
where hakafot follow Musaf, and you can give your
entire attention to the reading of the Torah, your
energy not yet exhausted by dancing and singing,
your awareness not clouded by Kiddush. And it was in
reading the Torah that Hacham Shaya is engraved on
my Yomtor memory.

Hacham Shaya was hatan Terah. He completed the
Torah every year, and he did not leave the honor to a
sheliack. He read himself, from the beginning of Vezoth
HaBracha to the end, as Sephardi minhag dictates. He
read in a quivering voice, painfully evocative, excru-
ciatingly clear. When Hacham Shaya read, it was the
voice of countless generations, of thousands of years’
experience. “Ask your elders and they will tell you.”
That described Hacham Shaya. When he read how
the people wept for Moshe Rabbenu, you knew what
Klal Yisrael lost. You could feel the atmosphere of
mourning. “And Yehoshua bin Nun was filled with
the spirit of Hashem”—you want to know how much
yirah, how much fear of G-d Yehoshua had, his trepi-
dation at having to succeed Moshe Rabbenu? You
could hear it in Hacham Shaya’s voice. And then the
final three pesukim, “Lo kam ode navi be'Yisrael .. .” When
Hacham Shaya read those three pesukim recounting
the peak of spirituality that Moshe represented, you
heard with such finality the downward drift of Kial
Yisrael, the low spiritual state we are in, the present-
day reality of the galut hashechinah. When he read those
three pesukim, you perceived our sorrow, how much
we need Mashiack and the final redemption.
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BUT WAIT, isn‘t this Simchas Torah? Is this the time
to be depressed over our golus? In our greatest simcha,
we must still remember our sorrow. We can never
forget where we are, and how much we need the
ge'ulah. Still, life goes on, and the minkagim of Aleppo
provide beautifully for this too. The hatan Bereshit has
gone up to the Torah with the hatan Torah. All three
sifre Torah have been opened for haghaak and all three
sifre Torah are standing together on the Tebah. The Mi
sheberach is said when the hatan Torah has finished. The
sefer from which the hatan Torah has read is simply
closed. Without a pause, the hatan Bereshit begins. With
the traditional opening of “besiminah tabah,” the cycle
begins anew, without even a minute’s interruption.

This was the essence of Hacham Shaya’s Simhat
Torah. No matter how great the simcha, we must
never lose sight of our exile and our need for the final
redemption. At the same time, we must get on with
our lives, and continue the eternal cycle of living by
the Torah.

After the hatan Bereshit finishes, Misheberachs are
made, Maftir and the Haftarah are said, the sifre Torak
are put away. After davening is concluded, the minyan
makes hakafot, twenty minutes for all seven. The
words of the traditional pizmenim seem more vivid to
me after having heard the Torah. Having experienced
living proof that Kial Yisrael continues on in spite of all
we've been through gives me more than enough rea-
son for the feeling of simcha. One thing sticks in my
mind, however. I have no recollection of seeing
Hacham Shaya singing or dancing during Hakafot,

THERE 15 still another memory I have of Hacham
Shaya on Simhat Torah. After Hakafot, the first minyan
makes a small seudah. At that seudah, Hacham Shaya
sang a special pizmon reserved for the holiday. It was
an intriguing collection of tongue-twisters, puns, and
homonyms designed to tax the ability of the singer.
He would sing a line, and everyone had to repeat it.
What a struggle it was to follow him as he spit out
the words effortlessly!

The pizmon symbolized just how much Hacham
Shaya was part of Aleppo. To sing a pizmon properly,
one must have a sense of words and what they mean.
Mastery of the complex Middle Fastern melodies is
useless if the words do not project. Music for its own
sake does not exist in the traditional world of the
Syrian Jew. Every melody is intimately related to the
words to which it is sung. If the hazan uses a pizmon
melody for davening, it will fit the words to which it
is sung just as it matches the pizmon.

Whenever Hacham Shaya sung a melody, it was the
words that came through. His singing voice was—
well, a combination of waver and wobble. But the
words leaped up from the printed page. The kavannah,
the thoughts behind the melody, they filled the air.
His kinot on Tisha B'Av, his singing of “Alecha Hashem,”
the Selichot melody that is introduced during the three
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weeks and on Tisha B'Av itself, his reading of the
Techinot found in the Syrian “Tal” and “Geshem,” the
words flew into the mind of the listener, propelled by
the melodies he sang. The yearly cycle of Jewish life,
all vividly portrayed by Hacham Shaya. And on Sim-
hat Torah, his pizmon celebrated the power of the
word.

The last time I saw Hacham Shaya alive was a year
ago Purim. Right after Purim, he went into the hospi-
tal, and two weeks before Pesach, he joined the count-
less generations of Aleppo’s Jews whose Messorz he
carried on so well 1 am certainly the poorer for his
absence.

LAST YEAR was the first minyan’s first Simhat Torah
without Hacham Shaya. A different hatan Torah read
the final portion. | found that the feelings Hacham
Shaya could evoke were still there. The Syrian taamim
for the Torah reading encourage serious thinking. It
wasn’t as vivid as Hacham Shaya’s reading, but telj

me, what generation since Sinai has been as its prede-
cessor? Still, we carry on. The quick, seamless transi-
tion from Devarim to Bereshit was just as quick. It was
and remains a truly magic moment. Listen to the
opening of Bereshit, which Rashi tells us begins the
Torah in order to document Klal Yisrael's right to the
land of Israel, to show us that the world is created for
the sake of the Torah. Listen to it after coming right
out of the end of Devarim, It is an uplifting experience,
traly a Simhat Torah. It will stay in my mind through
the short hakafet, and will reinforce the words of the
pizmenim. Hacham Shaya would be happy to know his
minyan and the messorah he left them will survive.

Oh yes. The first minyan sung Hacham Shaya’s piz-
mon at the sendah after davening. We didn't quite get it
right at first, but in time, we'll reach some modus
vivendi to cope with it. After all, if every generation
since Sinai has found a way to cope with the loss of
the previous generation and the decline in our spirit-
ual state, why shouldnt we do the same? i

“ ...delectable gourmet

offerings... ’,

Uy Jewish Action

THE KOS R WAY i Because every dish in this cookbook can be served with every other.
"1"0 GDK (@ b IR i Plus complete section on kosher Chinese cookery, Wok out! with Won Tons in

M~ s
=~
]
85
REGIPES G2
18
S
MOTHER REVER GAVE YOU! |::
- ;E w i
. & &
At Last. The Kosher way to cook gourmet. Supreme de Volaille Chaud-Froid to ?: %
¥ Baked Alaska. Veal Cordon Bleu to Zuppa Inglese. Here are the finest gourmet % oz
recipes, delectably adapted for strictly kosher cooking, =5 § H
Fvery dish can be served on the kosher meat table. NOT CHOPPED LIVER! F)a: -.Zé & :§
lets you entertain with easy-to-prepare, yet remarkable full-course dinners. ® g8 2
ra g 3
3%
i your soup. Fortunes in your cookies. NOT CHOPPED LIVER! is authentic g é G
Chi cooking with strictly kosher ingredients. '5 89'
Easy-to.follow-recipes. Numbered step-by-step. The kosher cookbook you've fé “é = -
been waiting for has finally arrived! & EY =2
w §2
Prompt refund if not delighted! g g2 E P |
. L& T E @ =
By Paul ! 59 EE B
v Paula Smith and Dorathy Seaman, authors of IT'S ALL FISH. % =3 & z«: E 8 3
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Ohr Yehuda is one of the many settlement towns
created in Israel by the mass immigration of Jews into
the nation, They came, men, women and children,
with the clothes on their backs and their Torah heri-
tage in their hearts. But the pressures of resettlement
didn't allow them to replant their Torah values and
tradition. Their children went to secular schools, their
rich past soon forgotten.

Descending Into Darkness

The results were soon very visibie on the streets —
fertile ground for drug pushers, criminals, and
numerous lawless activities among their youth. Ohr
Yehuda became a depressed area filled with despair
and with little hope for its children.

Looking For Help

Last year, a few brave parents from Ohr Yehuda
came knocking on the door of Chinuch Atzmai.
“Help ouy children? they cried. *They are sinking into
the depths of depravity and crime. Open a Chinuch
Atzmai School in Ohr Yehuda’

The Burdens of Chinuch Atzmai

At first we didn’t know what to do. Chinuch
Atzmai is under severe financial pressure te keep its
curreni, ever-expanding schools in operation. With
present government cuts in its subsidies, the annual
deficit of keeping 40,000 children in 300 institutes is
staggering. More children than all other Torah institu-
tions in Israel combined . It takes upwards of $50,000
to open a school in a new area.

Kindling A New Light

But with stretching our resources to the utmost,
and thanks to the genercus help of several American
Jews, a new home for Torah was created in Ohr
Yehuda. Last Monday, a kindergarten and several

grades, with an enroliment of more than 60 children,
was started.

I
l
|
!
I
i

I

|

o From the archives of Chinuch Atzrma

A LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS
The incredible story of Ohr Yehuda

After 2035 years of silence, the sound
of Torah is again coming forth from another
town in Zion.

The Great Opportunity

Ohr Yehuda is not unique. Never in the history of
Israel have so many parents been clamoring at the
doors of Torah, affected greatly by the Teshuva
movement in srael.

There are 38 towns in lsrael today that are begging
for our help. Parents are knocking at our doors daily,
asking us to save their children from a secular deom.

Don't turn your back on the future of Klal Yisrael,
Give generously to strengthen our hands for Torah.
And ™ will truly bless us with MamaREN™ AT
for a wonderful new year.

QOur goal is to reach
every Jewish child
in every community

and settlement it
in Israel. g

MEET THIS HISTORIC CHALLENGE NOW!

* Seed Moneyfora New School $100.000 « Nassiiayom $1,800
+ Build aKindergarten $50,000 +« Memorial Plaque $1.000
+ Dedicatea School Chapel $18,000 + Child Sponsorship $360
* Sponscra Classroom $10,000 + AnnualMembership $206
« Playground Facilities $3.600 » Donor $50

CHINUCH ATZMAI »xa 'xoyym Tonn v
167 Mudison Avenue, New York, NY 10016 (212} 889-0606

i : Enclosed find my contribution of $
.., Please accept my pledge of $
Name . .

Address

Did you receive your Pocket Appointment Calendar for 5745 /1984 -19857?
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[ TORAH SCHOOLS FOR ISRAEL
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My bank offers
alot of special
purpose loans.

That's a great idea.

My bank lets me borrow
anytime foranything
just by writing a check.
That's a Greater Idea!

Presenting the “Open Door”

Home Equity Credit Account.

It unlocks the financial power of
your home to give you a convenient
line of credit.

Irmagine heing able to write a check anytime
you want, to borrow the money you need for
home improvements. vacations. college tuition,
a niew car, or any other purpose.

You can, with a Greater "Open Door™
Credit Account,

This low cost. variable rate ine of credit.
secured by the equity you've buslt up in your
house or condominium. gives you access to
the tremendous financial power of vour
home. And you only have to apply once

Borrow by check. Pay interest only
on what you borrow.
i you qualify, vou can use this line of credit
whenever you want, for any purpose, just by

writing checks, Each check you wtile is a
loan against the account, and you pay
interest only on the amount you borrow.
“(pen Door” Accounts are available

for up to 75% of the equity in your home
{its appraised value minus the outstanding
balance on your first mortgage). Minimum line
of credit 1s $7.500: maximum is $250.000.

Flexible repayment plans
During the five year term of your account.
you pay only the interest due on any loans
you take on your line of credit. if you choose,
you can also yepay all or part of your loans
with absolutely no penalties. Funds you repay
during this five year period automatically
become available for your use again. At the
end of the five year term. you will be given a
variable rate 15 year loan. also secured by the
equity in your home, fo repay the unpaid

New York Savings Bank
Consumer Loans: {718) 859-8884

& -
principal on ali loans made to vour account.
Or you may reapply for a new five year
“Qpen Door” loan. assuming The Greater is
offering such loans at that time.
An “Open Door™ account could well be the
best way you've ever had. to borrow money.
For details. application kit. or personal con-
sultation call or visit any Greater office.

Your interest rate (annual percentage rate} will be

% above the Prime Rate published in the Wall Street
Jowrnal, On August 200 this interest rale was 1855 i
the Prime Rate changes. vour interest rate will change
the first of the following month. A 1'%% ofigination

fee plus normal closing costs must be paid at cosing
“Open Dooy” foans avatlable on New York properties
in areas serviced by The Greater

MEMRER FDAC

Street. 718-435.4100 « Seventh Avenue and President Street. 718 789 4100 » Bay Patkway and 67th Sweel 718 8378460 - 1ith Avenue and 53rd Street, 718.436.9505+

Mepiune Avenue and West Sth Street, 718996 4100 » 1045 Flathush Avenue at [ruryea Place, Ti8.282 7500 « (550 Flatbush Avenue at Noswand Avenue, 71K-854.5300 pu—
In Manhattan: Lexingtor Avenue and East S1st Street, 212.752 #282 - Broadway and West 79th Street, 212 8733730 In Queens; Hillside Avenue at 17%h Street 718-291. 3100 cpnaraine
In Nassau: 222 Station Plaza Morth and 3rd Avenue, Mineola 516747 6100 In Westchester: Caldar's Shopping Cenler, 535 Boston Post Road. Port Chester. NY. 914-937.6760. | onder

Customer Service: 718965 7526, in Brookbyn: Fith Avenue. 9th and 10th Streets, TIR 965 7500 + Church and McDonald Avenues. 718-435 4304 « 18th Avenue and East 2nd @
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For Bachurim 17 and up fook-

ing for a Mokom Torah with

special attention {o the individual talmid in a
warm atmosphere conducive to hatzlacha be-
fimud integrated with a Chaburah of Kolel
Yungeleit of high caliber.

¢ Daily Shiurim on the Mesechte
* Daily Shiurim in Shulchan Aruch
® Shiurim in Hashkofa
* A Night Seder at The Yeshiva.
We are pleased to announce that nnya we will have

for the first time dormitory facilities for bachurim
from cut-of-town for the new zman.

for Appointment and interview Please Call
{212) 438-0479 or 436-9716

Bostoner Yeshiva Darkei Noam
1535 - 48th St., Brooklyn, N.Y. 11218
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DAGIM.
/i e e 'y
ROTOH P3AWR % PIRAN 3 hm
FOR THE PEOPLE WHO LOOK FOR
EXCELLENCE IN FiSH
MAKE SURE TO HAVE DAGIM
AS YOUR YOM TOV DISH
Fish Mish Ground White & Pike
White Fish Steaks
Flounder Fillets
Sole Fillets
Cod Fillets
Trout
Canned Tuna & Salmon

Best Wishes for a T3 MR2YDM N13W2
DAGIM TAHORIM CQ., Inc., Brookfyn, New York 11204
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GROWING UP
is a different kind

of book — about

and for young boys
approaching their

bar mitzvah. it is an
enjoyable novei
which contains much .
halachic and hashkafic 7 .:»
information. And it includes The Complete
Fefillin Handbook, a guide to the
understanding and use of tefillin, written
especially for youth. A special book for a
special time in a boy's life.

200 pages; hardcover, $13.00

GROWING UP

A BAR MITZVAH STORY
by David Rossoff

Send for a complimentary copy of Feidheim's
new itfustated 198485 Catalog.

0

[i FELDHEIM PUBLISHERS
§6 East Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10002

The Jewish Education Program\
of Monsey
is in dire need of a
COPYING MACHINE

If you can help
please call:

(914) 352-7556

Contributions are tax deductible
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IMPORTED BY KEDEM WINE CO., NEW YORK, K.Y,

| to giveorreceive.
Sparkling Bartenura AstiSpumante, .
the great ltalian import.

Ourlight, semi-sweet

ingwineisrated
“thebestAsti” by leading
wine experts. Now our

:: sparkling newgift box

makesthe best even
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second looks
at the jewish scene

Melvin Kalter
“Everybody’s
Going”
Some Post-Pesach
Reflections With

Relevance to the
Coming Succos Season

As my wife began preparing for
the switchover to Pesach and as the
Seder night approached, I became
aware of an overwhelming concern
written on the faces of my children,
weighing down their words, Was it
for the task of ridding the house
from all chometz? Was it in regard to
being prepared with questions and
answers for the Seder? Was it a con-
cern to stay awake and be able to
observe all the mitzvos of the night
properly?

Unfortunately not. To my dis-
may, 1 discovered the concern was:
“Daddy, what are we doing on
Thursday, the only day of Chel Ha-
moed (the Intermediate Days of the
Festival}?” Then the firing began:
“Daddy, they have Afikomen tickets
to Great Adventures in the paper
for the whole family.” “"Daddy, our
neighbors are going.” “Daddy,
they're having Jewish concerts and
Glatt Kosher food.” And finally the
last salvo: “Daddy, everybody's go-
ing.”

1half-hoped that my children were
the exception, or that “"Chel Hamoed

Mr. Kalter, a graduale of New York Yeshives, is
struggling to bring up his family of five children as
normal yet happy non-nebs, in suburban Rockland
County (NY)
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Fever 1s a once-or-twice-a-year phe-
nomenon. But such is not the case.
In too many areas of educating our
children, where we attempt to teach
them values and priorities, we en-
counter the formidable “everybody”
problem, “Everybody’s going.”
“Everybody’s doing it!” “Everybody's
wearing it!” “Everybody has it!” In
some instances we are able to sur-
vive the barrage, but all too often
our wall of resistance collapses.

Ivri or “Neb”?

I trying to analyze the “every-
body” claim, I discovered an underly-
ing subconscious—and often very-
conscious-—concern. As expressed
by my children, it is, “Daddy, I don't
want to be a Neb.*” “If I'm the only
one whoisn't. . ., (or) doesn’t. . . (or)
cant.. ., then they'll say I'm a Neb!”
It is the Neb Fear that has created
the “Everybody Syndrome.”

So I told my children about Avra-
ham Avinu, whom the Rabbis called
Avraham Hglori—because ail the
World was “al eiver echad—on one
side,” and Avrohom was on the
other eper—(side).

Everybody was in the amusement
park, enjoying the concert and eat-
ing the Shmura Matza with the
glatt kosher food, I told my children,
while poor Avraham was at home
doing mitzoos and destroying idols!

Message On the Way Home

As 1 drove home from the
Amusement Park, through the driv-
ing rain, on that Thursday Chol
HaMoed, I thought to myself, “1s G-d
sending us a message concerning

*Short for “Nebach” or Nebbish, Yiddish for

“Pity, the poor wretched creature.” Recently
Anglicized to “nerd.”

_HOTLIN
TO JERUSALEM

In time ol illness, surgery or
crisis, special pruyers will be
recited ut the Western Wall and
ot our Yeshiva in Jerusalem.

CALL 24 HOURS
(212)871-4111
A FREE PUBLIC SERVICE OF
The American Rabbi Meir
Baal Haness Charity
KOLEL AMERICA

- Mishnayoth, Yizkor & Yorizeit
:'='nbser\red with a minyon in gur

Yeshiva Heichal Rabbi Meir
'-_'-Baai Haness in Jerusalem.

 (212)8714111

Kolel America
132 Nasseu St.» NY, N.Y. i0038

- “Donate your back issues
~. 0t The Jewish Observer

and Olomeinu io:

"'JeWIsh Youth lerary

1353 51 Street

~~ Brooklyn, NY 11219

(212) 435-4711

c/MMATANA

GALLERY

Lucite, Zirconia, Pearl and
Semi-Precious Stone Jewelry;
Personalized Challah Covers,
Talis Bags and Yarmelkas; Jew-
ish Books, Judaica; Taleisim,
Mezuzos, and Lots More—

All at Super Discount Prices.
Open Sunday and Wednesday
11:00 A M. - 6:00 PM.
Other Times by Appointment.
1163 East 10th Street

Bet. K and L
252-1222
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proper Simchas Yom Tov Chol HaMoed?
Is this rain pouring down on the
tirst day of nof saying = " n** on
the “only” day of Chol HaMoed, carry-
ing a message with every drop? Is
anybody of the “everybody” stop-
ping to listen to the message?

Upon deeper reflection, | was re-
minded of the response by the late
Lakewood Rosh HaYeshiva, Rabbi
Schneur Kotler 53t to a prominent
lawyer who asked at an Agudath
Israel Convention: “In what way are
we, living in America, considered in
Galus? We are free, successful, pow-
erful and religious. Yet, Chazal say
that we are in Galus!”

Reb Schneur answered, “This in
itself—that we don’t feel that we are
in Galus-—is the worst aspect of
Galus. Secondly: that we permit the

“*A phrase in Shmoneh Esrei requesting rain,

recited during the winter, until Pesach.

media—T.V., movies, newspapers,
and magazines—to influence our
values and ethical concepts, this too
is a terrible Galus (condition).”

That was Pesach, when Galus and
Geulah-—exile and redemption—are
especially topical. It is a distinctive
sign of our Galus when all Chol
HaMoed means, and the only Yom
Tov celebration experience, is a trip
to the circus or an amusement park

R
 ORCHESTRA

1309 48 St., B'klyn, N.Y. 11219
854-2911

Are you going to Israel?

Your visit to the Holy Land will have more meaning when you utilize
the free touring information service available from:
Tourist Department
Israel World Organization
5 Rechov Shomre Hakosel (opposite Kikar Hacherut)
Jerusalem, 02-223-357

0999 NIYSNY M

CENTER FOR TEACHER TRAINING

85 Parkville Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11230

TODAY, AS NEVER BEFORE IN OUR HISTORY — KL AL YISROEL IS SEARCHING FOR LEADERSHIP!

Join the ranks of Kollel Talmidei Chachomim, who, inspired by the ideals of Harbotzas Torah, are
gaining the professional expertise in teaching skills to meet the challenges of our time — in the ¢lassroom

and in the community.

While continuing to learn in your Kollel by day, the Mercaz offers you nightly courses and lectures
by outstanding mechanchim and Roshei Yeshiva.

Begins Isru Chag Succos

Fellowships are auvailable to qualified candidales.

Rabbi Raphael B. Butler
Founding Director

Mr. Avi Shulman— Public Speaking,

Time Management

Rabbi Emanuel Gottlieb— Hebrew Language
Rabbi Ovadia Melamed — /{ebrew Language

Rayv Shmuel Berenbaum znoow

Rav Henoch Leibowitz s ooy

FACULTY

Rabbi Joel Kramer
Educational Director

Rabbi Joel Kramer—-Teaching Methodology

Rabbi Gershon Weiss-— Chumash and Nauvi

GUEST LECTURERS

Rabbi Berel Wein—.Jewish History
Rabbi Hille! Mendel— Supervised Teaching

Rav Avraham Pam 3o
Rav Simcha Wasserman R oy

Rav Motel Weinberg »"now

Lectures are given by specialists on a wide range of educational topics.
for further information call; (718) 375-0844 or 253-7648

{out-of-town: call collect)




Through error, G-d’s Name (Elokim/) was reproduced

in a photograph of a page of a Machzor in the Summer O U C G
edition of JO (page 36). Please treat this page with ENTR D EN

respect and do not discard it. é _ é

STRICTLY KOSHER|
PANTRY!

JUST RELEASED!
REGESH Volume Two
it

From a nosh
to a seudah

More than 100 delicious food products.
. The ultimate in kashruth (under the strict supervision
_ Songs by Shmuel Brazil of Rabbi Moshe Stern, the Debreciner Rav)
Produced and Directed by Abish Brodt
Available at your local Jewish Record Store NOW

IEBER'S CHOCOLATE & FOOD PRODUCTS CO. BROOKLYN, N.Y.
35 years of quality kosher food products
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.. when the spiritual joy of the Fes-
tivals becomes completely smo-
thered by material pleasures. And it
is an unmistakable symptom of our
Galus, when the “everybody” de-
mand takes precedence over genuine
values, and the “OK” replaces the
“NO.” (Without overtaxing the
reader’s creative thinking, I'm con-
fident that you can come up with an
equally relevant Succos source for
the same idea.)

Easy to Criticize

Of course, it’s easier to criticize
than to discover solutions to the
Chol HaMoed problem. 1 would sug-
gest that the solution les in the
direction of activities that strength-
en family ties in contrast to school
and youth group projects, which are
often meaningless and very expen-
sive,

However, the more distressing
problem, which must be dealt with
on the individual basis, is the Every-
body Syndrome. I suggest that it is
essential for school administration
and parents to keep in close contact
with each other to verify whether it
is truly everybody, or only three or
four peer-group leaders who have
decreed what is best. Schools should
set guidelines and, even more im-
portant, parents should set exam-
ples.

“Everybody” mitzva projects should
be formulated and encouraged. . ..
Most important, time for discussion

of today, can become “You had bet-
ter drop everything and give this
matter your complete attention” of

THE WORLD FAMOUS
DIGEST OF MEFORSHIM
WINPT N3 WY

77T PR TR T D
Availzble at
LEKUTEI INC,, ¢/0 L. Rosenberg
10 West 47th Street, Room 702
NYC 10036/(2123 719-1717
20 Volumes on Torah,
Perek, Tehillim,
Medrash, Megilos & Talmud.

Proceeds of sales distributed among
Yeshivos and used for reprinting
of volumes out-of-print

tomorrow.

with children must be set aside, or
else the parents’“I don’t have time,”

PO

& THE MITZVAH MEN

would like to wish
all Jewish children around the world
a happy & sweet year.
210 7250 720

esOF
memstﬁw'f*‘wmm“ Vi
w“\““",% A o

. i

VOLUME i
NOW AVAILABLE
ON RECORDS
AND TAPES

| For more information re: records and
personal appearances, please cali:
(212) 724-9351 or 362-1571

A

N

PRICE $8.00 PER VOLUME

ORI e
EV 7-1750

ywep mRE

WRIREEN CRIywmEIny

Come To Formeriy Kosher King

~ou nt‘g

(U) giatt Supervised
Wwhitehead Hali Brooklyn College
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Hanoch Teller

S o iy
1A ZAY JOSERH Chaaikt sanwEssE,

Israel's New “Baseball Cards”

Test an American kid. Does he
know what ERA, HR, RBI, AB, 5V
or ER stands for? Has he heard of
Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Baltimore,
Milwaukee or San Francisco? How
about important person’s nick-
names, how they rank, or what year
they made it into their profession?

Now test an Israelt kid's knowl-
edge of abbreviations, geography
and trivia: z"1, admo™r, zt'1, shlit”a.
Dvinsk, Gur, Brisk, Telshe, Sla-

Hanoch Teler, a frequent confributor to these

pages. fives in Jerusalem where he sfudies in the Mir
Yeshiva.
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bodka, Fez. Schools attended, books
written, family histories.

From where do these kids get
their encyclopedicknowledge? Base-
ball cards, of course—sort of.

Baseball cards. A tradition as
American as apple pie and the flag,
Remember those smiling posed faces
adorned with team insignias? And
how little boys would peel off wads
of gum from pictures of fledgling
minor leaguers just breaking into
the majors?

Basically the same thing takes
place in Israel, but the cards display
venerable sages with long white

beards—the flipside void of any
trenchant information like percent-
age, height, weight, birthplace etc.
Despite the skimpiness of the Israeli
counterpart as compared to the
American tradition, the volume of
cards bought and traded constitute a
craze of unprecedented proportions,
Some choice dealers in Jerusalem
and Bnei Brak claim that the effects
of inflation hasn’t at all hit the busi-
ness’s volume.

The clients are boys from kite
Aleph through yeshiva ketana. It's
amazing what ingenuinity and en-
trepreneurship these little boys
have. Their rebbes watch in dismay
at feats of productivity not displayed
in other areas of scholastic aptitude.

Recently I witnessed a covert
transaction take place in Kefar Chassi-
dim masterminded by a seven year
old. The swap entailed three Chazon
Ish’s of the market-flooded type,
two Rav Lazer Yudel's of the stand-
ard series, one Rav Elya Mishkovsky
{alocal favorite) and a semi-standard
Steipler glossy—all for one Rav
Gordon shot at his son’s bris. “Who
is Rav Gordon?” I sheepishly asked,
only to find out that none of the
other “dealers” had ever heard of
him either. “But the eyes!” boasted
the seven-year old ‘pusher’.“Look at
the eyes—such chochma! This picture
wasn’t taken on the street but at a
bris—a historic occasion. That triples

Teacher’s Pet
4809 - 16th Ave.
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11204
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Kiruv? Me?!
YES!

Lend

your copy

to a non-observant Jew and then talk it
over with him.

Every Jew is a world
that each of us has the
obligation to save!

the value of the photo!” No one
could argue the point and the deal
was clinched.

There i5, | am told, a pragmatic
system of rating and dividing the
cards. Does that mean that we
should invest in his picture now?

_Amateur photographers have also
made their mark in this highly com-
petitive and lucrative market. A
wedding where a Rosh Yeshiva or
Rebbe is liable to appear is inevitably
attended by droves of photograph-
ers. Sometimes a new picture of an
old face can demand a dollar price.

Photo stores and classy kids also
sport “Gedolim albums.” Entire col-
lections of Klal Yisrael's leading fig-
ures often keep company with pages
that house shots of “the family out-
ing”, “graduation day,” and “my trip
to Teveria.”

How do parents react to this phe-
nomenon? Some resent the oblong
appendages bulging their son’s
pockets. Others feel that youngsters
who treasure Gedolim to the point
that they have become a form of

barter speaks volumes to a society
50 steeped in materialism.

For a youngster to memorize and
recognize a plethora of spiritual
heroes has far reaching pedagogic
value. The cards provide a reference
and appreciation of time and space;
as well as a catalyst for desirable
conversation: The Ohr HaChaim
Yeshivais transformed from an edi-
fice in Bucharim to an institution
named after Rav Chaim ben Attar.
The Brisker Rav is no longer an iso-
lated Gadol but part of a larger pic-
ture connected to Rav Chaim, the
Bais Halevi, and the Netziv—which
teads to Volozhin, back to Brisk, and
Rav Yehoshua Leib Diskin., From
there to Yerushalayim and Rav
Shmuel Salant, Rav Hersh Michel
Shapiro and Rav Yosef Chaim Zon-
nenfeld. A discussion like this will
trigger discussion about the yishuo,
then back to Europe, over to Amer-
ica ... and the geo-history goes on.

Interestingly, this phenomenon—
in its Gedolim incarnation—also came
from America. Over 35 years ago,

34
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Rabbi Reuvain Grozovsky 931 (the
co-head of the Moetzes Gedolet HaTorah
of Agudath Israel of America, with
RabbiAaron Kotler o=y1) suggested
printing postcard-size portraits of
Torah heroes, for their educational
value. Pirchei Agudath Israel imme-
diately embarked on the project, but
nothing in the US matches the fer-
vor of the Israeli Gedolim exchange!
The value of having such saints
and sages as children’s heroes doesn’t
need much elaboration. Compare
them with the other heroes of today
from the stage, theater—and base-
ball. “And your eyes shall see your
mentors,” proclaimed the prophet.
For what you see generates admira-

tion, respect and aspiration!
r

HOME
ATTENDANTS

needed for

HOUSEKEEPING AND
PERSONAL CARE

for the

DISABLED AND
HOMEBOUND

good pay and benefits
Boro Park, Bensonhurst and
Flatbush Area
tull-time live in positions only

Project OHR Inc.

{ Oftice for Homecare Referral}

1308-40th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11218
853-2700

Rabbi Avrohom Y. Berkowitz

Eai=lei)>

proudly announces the
expansion of his Seforim Dept.
under the proprietorship of

R’ YAAKOV LEVITZ

SPECIALIZING IN
SEFER FINDING SERVICE

Reasonable prices and courteous service

Mai order and delivery available
with mention of this ad.

¢ _.and a complete selection of
religious articles

¢ Tefillin checked —
one day service by appt,

KASHRUS GUARANTEED

1470 Coney Island Ave. (Bet. K-L)
Brooklyn, New York 11230

(212) 377-3664

Open 8-6 Daily; Sun. 9-6:30.

Y WE SHIP WORLDWIDE

Chassidishe High School in Bore
Park seeks assistant principal for
Limudei Kodesh department—
piease call: 438-3218.
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ATTENTION—NEWLYWEDS, NEW
HOMEOWNERS, NEW HOUSEHOLDS
(and old-timers, too)

A RABBI MEIR BAAL HANESS

pushka should be an integral part of your home turnishing.

Besides doing the great mitzvah of supporting the oldest charitabie institu-
tionin Jerusalem, the zechus of RABBIMEIR BAAL HANESS brings Maze/,
Glick, good health and Hatz/acha. No obligations—At your leisure, empty
the pushka and send in a check for the equivalent amount,

May you and yours enjoy a healthy, prosperous New Year!
Rabbi Meir Baal Haness Kupath Ramban Colel Polen—Jerusalem/

| Dept. 416/1133 Broadway/New York, N.Y. 10010/(212) 255-7800
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Letters to the Editor

Challenging Favorable
Book Reviews

To the Editor:

[ teach fifth and sixth grade day
school children, and give classes for
other children as well. From time to
time I review books, to see if they
are appropriate for Jewish children. I
have been very disappointed with
the quality of many recent novels
and mysteries,

One major flaw is that many Ffc-
tions are not clearly made out to be
such. Many children will have the
lines between fiction and, lehavdil,
Midrashim and aggada blurred.

Another problem is that, while
being interesting, the plots and
literary contents of many books are
weak. These authors attempt to mix
divrei Torah into their weak works,
thereby diminishing that which they
aim to teach.

A third problem is that the au-
thors are not necessarily talmidei cha-
chomim, and do not consult with tal-
midei chachomim about the Torah ideas
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in their books. I will comment on
two books, which aren’t particularly
bad, but which suffer from all these
problems. They are merely repre-
sentative of this dass of books.

The Egyptian Star has boys disobey-
ing their elders, sometimes acting
quite recklessly, and being rewarded
for it. This shouldn’t be found even
in proper secular literature. A seri-
ous mistake is made on page 74. The
nais {miracle) of Gideon and his 300
men is minimized, and military stra-
tegy stressed. Anyone who is at all
familiar with the episode in Shoftim
knows that Hashem went to great
lengths to ascertain that the nais
would be recognized as such. There-
fore He had Gideon send almost the
entire army away. Of course there
was a slight derech hateva—but
please. . ..

The plot is quite a Fantasy, and the
arguments for Torah living are not
well done, in my opinion. T cannot
see an improvement in Torah living
coming from such books. These
books can only be credited with

A KT R EEREEEEECEEEENEEEEEFECECECEEEEEELEE,
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keeping children from reading worse
things. This is a significant credit.
Lncle Jack’s Plan also suffers from
an absurdly woven plot. The refer-
ences to Torah and the observance
of mitzvos taste like grafts upon a

secular book. The eight year old
heroine eating tarfus is no lesson in
shmiras hamifzvos.

Torah true books can be written.
Rav Dr. M. Lehman and others
should serve as an example of what
can be done,

I would hope that your editorials
will always call attention to these

problems, with the hope that they
will be corrected.
(Rabbi) NATHAN MELAMED

Gay as in Happy ...
Happy as in Unrelaxed

To the Editor:
In the discussion on women as
“rabbis” (JO, May '84), you allude to

FEIVEL KIRSHENBAUM, Ph.D.

FINANCIAL ADVISER

Expertise in financial planning, investment
selection, tax strategles, retirement and estate
planning.

Registered Investment Adviser. Twenly years
of experience in financial analysis. No sales or
commissions. Absolute confidentiality.

(914) 352-1919

HADERECH, 97 Stamford Hill
Londoen N16 5TR, England

Enclosed please find my remittance of $10
incl. surface mail postage ($8 extra for
airmail)in paymentof my subscription to
Haderech for six issues.

NAME

ADDRESS
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gay liberationists. Unfortunately, I
knew exactly what was meant by that
designation. But if there is one place
where one could hope to see the
efforts of liberal propaganda meet-
ing a brick wall it would be in the
pages of The Jewish Observer. The
word “gay” ance had such a nice
meaning! Am I being merely mijs-
chievous to proclaim (as | do not do
very often) that I am gay and not at
all homosexual? Indeed L have never
been so gay as during these last six
vears since | started learning with
the man who first brought me to
Torah (Rabbi Daniel Lapin, whose
letter to the Wall Street Journal vou
reprinted elsewhere in this issue).
Could you not have called these
“liberationists” homosexuals? Or at
least put the word “gay” in quotes,
or italics, or maybe spell the word
backwards? Nobody's life will be

dramatically improved by your doing
this, but it would be a pleasant
breeze under current circumstances.

Second, and with less fervor, 1
note that on page 30 it is declared
that, “Summer is a season for refax-
ation. ...” Having not yet gone
through Tanach as I should, I rely on
my Torah teacher’s statements that
there are no legitimate concepts like
“vacation” or “relaxation.” Of course,
lindulge in these oddities as often as
many people do, and possibly always
will do so. But even if we also use
these summertimes to grow and
strengthen ourselves, and even if
we would be worse off for not using
summer partly to “relax,” we should
stil understand that times thus
spent are done so as concessions to
our relative weakness of character.
Obviously the writer did not mean
that summer was the time to forget

1

7307 18th Avenue
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Exclusive Caterers at the Elegant

COTILLION TERRACE

Open Chupa—Gilatt Kosher
Accommodations Up To 700 Persons
We also cater for all your simchas
Bris, Kiddushes, Sheva Brochas, etc.
at home, synagogue, or the hall of your choice

CALL MR. GREENFIELD 436-2112

our potential or our ideals, yet this
description of the purpose of summer
does not ring right. That phrase
subtly implies an acceptance of our
surrounding “culture’s” view on the
subject.

It should be stressed that both of
the articles alluded to above were
altogether positive, and 1 certainly
cannot claim immunity from similar
slips. It is only because your publica-
tion has often helped me to see some
of the ways that secular influences
can infect one’s mind that I call these
items to your attention. It would
probably do your readership a gen-
uine service, albeit often subcons-
ciously, if that last level of scrutiny
(paranoia?) was even more often
invoked.

DAVID ALTSCHULER
Venice, California
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On these days,
you can transact business
at any bank in Manhattan.

Lxcept one.

@) BANK

and Trust Company

ALL our offices are closed on all Jewish holidays.

Some customers like us
because of when we’re closed.
Others like us because
of what we do for them
when we’re open.

Member FDIC. A subsdiary of United Mizrahi Bank Ltd.

630 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 0111 * (212) 541-8070
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YESHIVA YOUTH ASSEMBLY
HEARS CALL TO “THINK BIG”

FERNDALE, NEW YORK—An overflow crowd
of over 400 senior students from a broad
spectrum of Yeshivas, assembled for the
annual Melave Malka sponsored by Zeirei
Agudath Israel at Camp Agudah in Ferndale,
New York, heard an impassioned plea by
Rabbi Moshe Sherer, president of Agudath
Israel of America, that Orthodox Jewish
youth “fift its spiritual sights.”

Rabbi Sherer stated: “Agudath lsrael was
created to instill in Jews an appetite for big spiritual
goals, as befitting a nation created by G-d for greatness,”
He pointed out that “often the Sinai-impulse bo univer-
sally inspire all of K'lal Yisroel to Fulfill its destiny asa
‘nation of G-d' is suffocated from iwo sources: smug
satisfackion with one's otwn religious level, and succumb-
ing to a defeatist aftitude Hhat ‘Hhe rest of Jewry has
already sunk beyond resuscitation.” Think big for Yid-
dishkeif, keep the adrenalin flowing, and your ardor to
joiti hands with all Jews fo climb to spivitual heights
will build a dynamic Terah world beyond alf expecta-
tions,” he told the young audience.

Rabbi Shlome Brevda of Kolie]l Chazon
Ish, an internationally renowned baal mussar,
in a heartfelt message to the assembly under-
scored the meaning of truth as 2 necessary
element of a Torah lifestyle. His deep, wide-
ranging talk was replete with many citations
from the Talmud, Midrash, and Zokar that
captivated the attentive audience for over an
hour.

The Melave Matka was opened by the pres-
ident of Zeirei Agudath Israel, Yisroel Green-
wald of Mirrer Yehiva, who reported on the
accomplishments of the many chessed and
Torah projects conducted by the Agudath
Israel's youth movement.

Rabbi Yisroel Belsky, Morak Dasrah of
Camp Agudah, vividly described the signifi-
cance of Zeirei Agudath Israel activities, such
as the Megillah reading and shofar blowing
programs, which bring the joy of mitzva fulfill-
ment to many elderly and handicapped home-
bound people.

The Melave Malka concluded with the
presentation of an Avodas HaKodesh award by
Zeirei Agudath Israel to a man who works
selflessly to help bring back Sephardi youth
to their precious Jewish heritage, Mr. Selim
Shalam, director of Camp Shivtei Yisroel,
and a Chaver Kollel of Yeshiva Mikdash
Melech.

N.J. YESHIVOS HAIL PASSAGE
OF “CONSOLIDATION LAWS”

Elizabeth, N.J.—Yeshiva Day School prin-

cipals and administrators throughout the
State of New Jersey unanimously hailed the

The Jewish Observer/Sepleniber, 1984

State’s enactment of the long-awaited ‘con-
solidation laws” which will alleviate a tre-
mendous drain on energy, manpower and the
buget for all non-public schools in New Jer-
sey. According to Rabbi Yaakov M. Dom-
broff, Executive Director of the New Jersey
Region of Agudath Israel of America, these
laws will save Yeshivos and Hebrew Day
Schoals throughout the State of New Jersey
hundreds of hours of cost-consuming paper
work,

Prior to the enactment of these laws, when

T

a non-public school would apply for govern-
ment aid, such as for the acquisition of text-
books or remedial education, its application
would have to be made to the district where
the individual students resided, not where
the school was located. Therefore, if a schoot
had children coming from 35 districts, as is
the case with the Lakewood Hebrew Day
School, it necessitated thirty five separate
applications for the same aid. With the passage of
these new ‘consolidation laws’, the schools will have to
apply only once ko the district where the school ts located,

L '-
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LOS ANGELES AGUDAH HAILS
PASSAGE OF AUTOPSY BILL
BY CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE

A bill designed to protect religious Jews
against autopsies and other unacceptable
post-mortem procedures has passed both
houses of the California State legislature,
according to a spokesman for the Los Angeles
branch of Agudath Israel of America.

The bill, which is expected to be signed into
law before Labor Day, establishes a proce-
dure whereby persons 18 years of age or
older can execute a “certificate of religious
belief” stating their religious opposition to
post-mortem procedures. If, upon such a per-

Sukj and Ding Present

MORDECHAI BEN DAVID
AVRAHAM FRIED

Simcha

LAIBELE HASCHEL
RUACH
SHELLY LANG

Songs composed by Moshe Laufer, Shaya Per
and Rapbi Reuven Levenson
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son’s death, his relative or friend informs the
coroner that the descendent had executed a
certificate of religious belief, and produces
the certificate within 48 hours after so in-
forming the coroner, the coroner typically
may not perform the post-mortem proce-
dure. Rabbi Chaim Schnur of the Agudath
Israel of Los Angeles announced that the
organization would be undertaking a major
campaign to educate California’s Jewish com-
munity about the bill and to establish a pro-
gram to help persons execute “certificate of
religious belief.”

Passage of Fhis legislation represents a major triumph
for the recently formed Los Angeles chapler of Agudath
Israel's Commission on Legislation and Civic Action,

which was instrumental in drafting the bill and spear-
heading its passage through Hhe legislatuze.,

Dr. Irving Lebovics and Stanley Treitel,
co-chairmen of the Los Angeles Agudah
Commission, hailed the efforts of Rabbis
Maurice Lamm and Mayer May of Los An-
geles, Rabbi Pinchos Lipner of San Francisco,
and Rabbi Eliezer Langer of San Diego; and
of the bill's legislative supporters.

MONTREAL

Agudath Israel of Montreal once again
sponsored a Yarche! Kalla from 22.29 Tam-
muz, july 22-29. It took place at Trout Lake,
Quebec a Laurentian mountain summer re-
sort for 60 Shomer Shabbos families.

CAMP AGUDAH HOSTS
TORAH LEADERS

Two of the foremost Torah leaders in the
United States, Rabbi Yaakov Yitzchok Halevi
Ruderman, dean of Yeshiva Ner Israel in Bal-
timore and Rabbi Mordechai Gifter, dean of
Telshe Yeshiva in Wickliffe, Chio, recently
travelied hundreds of miles to Ferndale, New
York, to spend several weeks as guests of
Camp Agudah, and to meet and learn with its
campers and staff.

During their stay, Rabbi Ruderman and
Rabbi Gifter, both members of Agudath
Israel’s Mortzes Gedolei HaTorah {Council of
Torah Sages) addressed campers at both
Camp Agudah {for boys) and Camp Bnos {for
girls) and tested the boys’ camp's Mishnayos
Ba'al Peh winners.

These visits were part of Camp Agudal's regularly
scheduled summer program, whick invites prominent
Torah personalities lo the camp to meet with campers
and staff who ave able ko actually meet and speak with
the revered Torak scholars whom they hold in awe.

This summer, in addition to Rabbi Ruder-
man and Rabbi Gifter, Camp Agudah and
Camp Bnos were privileged to host six mem-
bers of Agudath Israel’s Nesius (Presidium):
Rabbi Shmuel Faivelson—Mesivta Beth
Shraga in Monsey, New York; Rabbi Levi
Yitzchok Horowitz, the Bostoner Rebbe of
Brookline, Mass.; Rabbi Avrohom Chaim
Levin—Telshe in Chicago; Rabbi Yaakov
Perlow-the Novominsker Rebbe; Rabbi
Aaron Schechter—Mesivta Rabbi Chaim
Berlin; and Rabbi Moshe Sherer, president of
Agudath Israel of America.

According to Meir Frischman, director of
Agudath Israel’s Camps Division, the camps
brought together over 1300 youngsters from
throughout the United States, Canada, Eng-
land and Israel. In addition, several Russian
youngsters as well as a number of Jewish
public school children were enrolled in the
camps, the latter through the Jewish Educa-
tion Program {JEP).

Of particular significance this summer was
the intense Torah study taking place in Camp
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Agudah's Masmidim Bais Medrash, which
has a newtly installed air conditioning system
dedicated to the memory of the [ate Rebbe-
tzin Miriam Borchardt . Even during the
hottest summer days, the temperature inside
remained a cool 68°, permitting the boys to
maintain their customary pace of study. In
addition, five new learning huts were erected
this season, which proved to be a positive
contribution to the quality of the learning
program.

QOn the recreationai level, a new swimming
peol was instafled in Camp Bnos alongside
the existing one. In addition, special new
bunks were designed specifically for the
youngest children in camp.

Agudath Israel-sponsored retreats in other
cities here and abroad also experienced a suc-
cessful year. The camps, most of which bear
the name Camp Agudah {for boys) and Camp
Bnos (for girls), are located in Illinois, Chio,
Ontario, Quebec, Argentina, England, Bel-
gium, Switzerland, Italy and all sections of
Israel.

For Your
Growing Needs

Clothing for Prep and Young Men (ages 14-120)

Designer Slacks

(28-44 waist/30-34 length)
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DISCOUNT PRICES
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Mazel Tov to our dear friends
Rabbi and Mrs. Moshe Neuman,
the noted Mechanchim:

Menahel of Bais Yaakov Academy of Queens
and the celebrated Morah Rivka

upon the engagement of their daughter
Pearl to Avi Cohen

May i grant them much Nachas
and may the new couple be Zocheh to be
SRRMI ORI P TS
Chaim and Chanie Kofman
Mendy and Toby Shayovich
Dovid and Cyna Singer
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the Pircheiand Bnos activities as weli as a Free Loan

Fund in israel. (212) 791-1800
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Free Reund Teify Tickel lo Jiraed!

Ouer $5.000.00 warth of pri be distribui Al boys ages 916

are eligible (bwo categories, 12 — i3-16). If you score B5% and up of our
written test your & sure Wwinner!

STARY LEARNING NOW!
AND PREFARE FOR FARHER

Date and place of testing (written} and other details to be announced
Membership to Mishnah-On-The-Phone is n6t required to join contest
Another educational project of
TORAHR COMPMUNICATIONS NETWORK
1618 - 43rd Street, Brook)yn, NY. 11204 (718 436-3999

PRODUCERS OF DIAL-A-DAF

Year off and retum to:
Mishnat-On- TheFhone, Torah Communications Netiwork

1618 - 43rd Street, Brookiyn, MY, 11204 Tel (718} 436-94995
Name

Yeshiva altending ... ~

& Enclosed please fing $42 for membership plus 15t rmonth.
O { would itke to participate in the Grand Farfier of DY 110, Please put me on your maifing iis!
80 { can receive additional details when they become available,
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Ready Now!

The new Luach n s for Mishna and Halacha
Yomit. Are you ready—to leamm Mishna and
Halacha daily—on schedule?

| R SRR e S8

Begin and end the year with a 2N thwrniyays wi.

Send for free Luach: Rabbi Elias Karp
1880 47th Street/Brooklyn, NY 11204
or call (718) 851-0770 i

In memory of
Rabbi and Mrs. Charles M, Batt "y

Subscribe, Renew or Give
The Jewish Observer
now and save.

{0 One Year/$15.00 (for ten issues)

ATTENTION DAF YOMI STUDENTS

ATTENTION ADULT STUDY GROUP LEADERS

The Master a Mesikhta Series is a perfect companion

for the study of Taimud. it provides—

« background materiai;

» outlines of the contents of the
Talmud and its commentaries;

* Analysis of the Talmud’s
sequence;

* Overviews of the major topics

* Explanation of the aggadita
and how it relates to the legal
aspects of the G'mara

Available now at your local bookstores, or order directly
from Torah Lishmah Institute, 25 Cliffton Avenue,
Yonkers, NY 10705. Special reduction on bulk orders.

Pleasesend me . _ copylies) of Tractate Ta'anis: Commen-
fary and Study Guide by Rabbi Nachman Cohen.

Name

Address

Please enclose $10.95 per copy plus $1.95 for postage and handiing.
New York State residents add applicable sales tax.
Make checks payabie to: Torah Lishmah Institute.

0 Two Years/$27.00 (a $40 value}
O Three Years/$36.00 (a $60 value}

0 *Overseas—$20.00 per year
% O *Australia, South Africa: $25.00 per year

* air delivery

US dollars, drawn on a US bank only.

The Jewish Observer

5 Beekman Street/New York, N.Y./ 10038/

9 Send magazine to:

5 Name

L Address

City State Zip

Y From:

© Name

Address

City e State Zip

O Enclose gift card 0 Master card [ Visa

Account No. D ODOOD0ODOCI0000
Expiration date o0 {month) 0o {year)

Signature
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