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A reputation earned through 25 years of scrupulous devotion to quality ? 
and kashruth.With 12 delicious varieties. Under the strict Rahb1n1cal ' 
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AN ILLUSTRIOUS PAST Erev Rosh Hashanah of 1896, the Brisker Rov, Rabbi 
Yehoshua Leib Diskin ZT'L, founded Kolel America, the American Rabbi Meir Baal 
Haness Charity, to help Americans in Israel. 

A DYNAMIC PRESENT Kolel America has grown to meet the needs of our fellow 
Americans in Israel in their time of desperation and crisis. Today, thousands benefit from 
its many projects. 

• Kolel Stipends • New Mother and 
Child Care 

• Housing Network 

• Holiday Grants • Marriage Costs (Hachnosas Kallah) 
• Free Loan Fund • Aged, Widow and Orphan Support 

• Medical, Dental and Hospital Expenses 

A BRIGHT FUTURE The number of Americans in Israel has passed 65,000. We must 
increase our activities and expand to meet the challenge of being The American 
Helping Hand in Israel. 

ONLY WITH YOUR HELP This Rosh Hashanah, help Kolel America Rabbi Meir Baal 
Haness provide for our fellow American Jews in Israel and reap the 90 year old written 
vow of our founder, ZT'L, 

"I will be a Heavenly advocate interceding for the supporters of Kole/ 
America. They surely shall be inscribed and sealed in the Book of Life!' 

------------------------------------------
Here is my Rosh Hashanah-Succos donation for ... 

D $1000 D $550 D $250 D $120 D $50 D $25 D $18 D __ _ 
Medical Expenses A Family A Couple A Widow A Student A Child Chai For life Every Amounts Helps 

D Please send me a Charity Pushka 
D Please send me a Free Rosh Hashanah 

Food For Life Guide 

KOLELAMERICA 
132 Nassau Street• New York, N.V: 10038 

Nome ____________ _ 

Address ___________ _ 

City ____________ _ 

State Zip ___ _ 

Donations to Kole! America are tax deductible. 



\Vhat would you do 
if you could not work 

for one full year? 
How would you pay for food, clothing 

and lodging for the entire year? 

T his may sound ridiculous to you now, but to several thousand families in Eretz 
Yisroel who will not work this year because ofShmitah, it is a reality. Here, in 
America, we have an opportunity to share in this awesome Mitzvah that comes 

along only once in seven years and to help those courageous farmers survive a very 
difficult year. 

The famed Merkaz Artzi leShomrei Sh'viis, founded by the world renowed rnembers 
of Moshav Komemius under the leadership of their sainted Rav, Rabbi Binyomin 
Mendelson, 711:lt, is the major force in Eretz Yisroel that has spread the consciousness 
of Mitzvos Sh'viis throughout the land. Through its programs of public education, 
economic support, and alternative employment systems, the ranks of Shn1itah
observant farmers will jump this year to an estin1ated 3,000 in almost 200yeshuvin1 of 
all stripes and colors. 

But funds are desp~rately needed now to 
sustain this work and to help our brothers 
in Eretz HaKedosha. All ofthe major Torah 
leaders in Eretz Yisroel and America have 
appealed to you (see inserts) to help these 
heroic farmers in their holy task 

Don't let this Mitzvah opportunity slip 
away ... respond today. Remember, your 
one donation has to last a whole year, so 
make it a large one, please. 
RABBI ELYA SVEI 
RABBI YAAKOV PERLOW 
(Noveminsker Rebbe) 
Treasurers 

RABBI AVROHOM KLIERS 
Director 

I wish to respond to the appeal of the Moetzes Gedolei, HaTorah by enclosing my con-
tribution of$ to Keren HaSh'viis. 

D $1000 D $500 D $360 D $180 D $100 D $50 D Other 

Name -----------------------
Address ______________________ _ 

City ____________ _Jtate ____ u!p ___ _ 

Mail to: 
Keren HaSh'viis 
Suite 910 
5 Beekman St. 
New York, NY 10038 
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... to join the broadest coalition of 
Orthodox Jews, headed by the eminent Torah authorities 

of our generation, for a four-day Torah experience 
atthe 

~th National Convention of 
\9FAgudath Israel of America 

This year, at a beautiful new location: 

~~!!"~!'~~ uust 12 minutes past Ry~ N.Y.) 

Thursday through Sunday 
November27-30, 1986 
t 11Y.)\'-lll , )1\1-ln n:> - n:> 

THE THEME: 

A Growing Orthodoxy Faces Emerging Challenges: 
A Time of Crisis, A Time of Opportunity 

. . 
·----------·-----------------·--~-------------------------------------~----------~~·--·-----·-------·----------~--·--~-----------· 

Please reserve accommodations for persons to the 
64th National Convention of Agudath Israel of America, 
Thursday through Sunday, November 27-30, 1986, 
at The Westin Hotel, Stamford, Connecticut. 

ADDRESS •• _------------------

cm __ 
-----"TA"~----~1P·---

TELEPHONE: Day(~--l _______ __Evening(_) 

$ 7 5 Per Person Deposit Required. Please Enclose. 
(Reseroations are subject to confirmation) 

I am enclosing 

D Deposit $75 per person: $ __ _ 

5747 Membership Dues: $ 25.00 

TOTAL ENCLOSED $ ----

Check type of accommodation requested. (Give first and sec one 
choice.) All rates are for double occupancy. If accommodation 
requested is not available, next category will be assigned. 

Rates Per Person (For 4 Days, 3 Nights) 

D Economy* D Standard* 
$249 $279 

D Deluxe Junior Suite $)99 
D Single Occupancy {Limited) $399 

D Preferred 
$309 

•These rooms contain one king-size and one rol~away bed. 

D Superior 
$349 

A limited number of 2 and 3 room Deluxe Executive Suites are 
also available. Call (212) 791· 1800 for rates and details. 

D Please send information regarding day camp and children's rates 

Please note that 15% will be added to the bill to cover all gratuities. 
It will also include the registration fee and delegate kit. 



PLEASE DON'T TURN 
THIS PAGE ••••• • 

shiva Derech Chaim recently embarked on an 
mbitious building campaign to purchase and 

completely renovate the above building to house 
its ever-growing student body. At present the facilities are 
unbearable. Students and staff are suffering from un· 
believably crowded conditions, where libraries become 
study halls, and double as lecture rooms, except when 
they are converted into dining rooms ... where faculty 
meetings are convened in the kitchen ... where meals, 
cooked in the deans' homes, are brought to be warmed 
up ... where the office is wherever the registrar happens to 
be sitting, and his lap serves as his desk ... where "the 
campus" consists of scattered rooms, converted apart· 
ments and borrowed quarters. 

The immediate need is:Much more space to house the 
yeshiva's round-the-clock Torah activities. 

But now Yeshiva Derech Chaim is faced with a potential 
disaster! The building was purchased ... construction was 
started ... and now it's about to stop. The contractors will 
not continue work without money and the yeshiva has run 
out of funds. 

Rabbi Mordechai Rennert 
Menahef 

Dr. Yehuda A. Sorscher 
Chairman of the Board 

Unless 
you want 
this building 
to remain an 
empty shell. 

This is the same Yeshiva Derech Chaim that has won 
world-wide recognition for its success in building a way of 
life for each student through its old-fashioned, heart-to· 
heart, mind-to-mind, one·to·one contact between rebbe 
and talmid, disciple and mentor. 

This is the same Yeshiva Derech Chaim with students 
from 21 cities in 8 different countries, ranging in age 
from 17 to 30. From post-high school to post-graduate 
level. With a legacy of devotion to the individual student. 

Please don't tum this page without helping the yeshiva 
move into its new home, with a large airy Beis HaMedrash, 
8 lecture halls, a spacious dining hall with 2 kitchens, a 
fully equipped library, dormitory facilities and more. 

Hundreds of thousands of dollars are still 
needed ... and if we can't turn to you for 
help, to whom can we tum? 
Please help generously ... today! 

Rabbi Chaim Pinchas Scheinberg 
Rosh Ha Yeshiva 

,· ;; u 
JN':·~ .. 

!~:f'u _____ " 

Rabbi Y1Sroel Plutchok 
Rosh Yeshiva 

------------------------------------------------
Onlock the future for Yeshiva Derech Chaim, the Yeshiva that unlocks the 
potential of its every student, guiding him to maximal realization of his own 
Derech Chaim, his personal road to fulfillment. 

Menorah .................. $J0,000 Memorial Plaque ............ $ ],000 
Separate Plaque in 
Bais HaMedrash ............. $5,000 

Mezuzah . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . $500 
Chair. ...................... $250 

Bookcase .................. $2,500 Brick ....................... $JOO 
Window .................... $1,800 Additional Opportunities Available 

Name-----~---~---~~~-~---~---~ 

Address ___ ~~---~--~------------~ 
City __________ State __________ Zip. ____ _ 

Send your tax deductible contribution to: 
Building Campaign 
Yeshiva Derech Chaim 
4907 18th Avenue 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11204 
(718) 438-5476 



Rabbi Nasson Schennan 

__ Bl 
MOSHE FEINSTEIN 

nji:i? PYT~ ij' 
An Appreciation 

In Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, the nation recognized its living Torah 
scroll. From Rabbi Eliyahu Lapian ?11~l who, well into his nineties, insisted on 
attending a session of the Knessia Gedola (World Congress of Agudath Israel) in 
Jerusalem so that he could fulfill the mitzva of standing up for Reb Moshe, to Rabbi 
Yaakov Kamenetzky '.::"'~'who told his eldest son that when other gedolim were in 
Reb Moshe's presence, only he could be referred to as The Rosh HaYeshiva, 
referring to his standing as the Manhig Hadar (preeminent leader). to the young 
American yeshiva students who waited in the street and pushed against police 
lines to see him for a moment when he attended the wedding of a grandson, to the 
300,000 people who never knew him but thronged the streets of Jerusalem on 
Shushan Purim to to escort him to his final rest on Har Hamenuchos, the nation of 
Torah knew that the short, unassuming man from Uzda, Luban, East Broadway. 
and FDR Drive was the giant of his generation. 

R eb Moshe's effect on people 
was expressed aptly by a 
non-Yiddish speaking man 

who never missed the Agudath Israel 

The author is grateful to the Feinstein and 
Tendler families-especially Rabbi Mordechai 
Tendler-who reviewed the manuscript and 
offered valuable information and insights. 

Rabbi Scherman. noted author and lecturer, is 
general editor of ArtScroll, edits Olomeinu (Torah 
Umesorah's magazine for children) and is a 
member of the Editorta1 Board of The Jewish 
Obseruer. 
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conventions. Until recent years, 
when simultaneous translations 
have become a feature of most ses
sions, this gentleman had not at
tended meetings featurtng Yiddish 
addresses, because he could not un
derstand the language. But when
ever Reb Moshe was on the program, 
he would come early to get a front 
seat and he would listen raptly as the 
RoshHayeshtvaspoke. When asked 
why. the gentleman explained, "I 

can't understand what Reb Moshe 
says. but when he speaks I feel that 
the Schechinah Is communicating 
with us and the word of Hashem Is 
coming to us from his throat." In
deed. For many people, the embodi
ment of Kavod HaTorah was the 
sight of Reb Moshe entertng the 
crowded hall of an Agudath Israel 
convention or some other public 
function. He would walk-no, 
rush-to his seat. with concentra-
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tlon etched on his face and his body 
bent fmward. Suddenly there would 
be total silence and people would 
jump up frqm their seats. lean. push. 
stand on chairs. contort their bodies 
to get a glimpse of him. It recalled the 
newspaper accounts of the Chofetz 
Chaim entering the Knessia Gedola 
Hall in Vienna in 1923. causing a 
hush to come over the auditorium as 
people reverently crowded to catch a 
glimpse of him. The Jewish soul has 
an instinct that enables it to recog
nize its gedolim to sense the throat 
through which the voice of the She
chtnah comes to earth. 

May it be said to the credit of our 
people that, unlike the Babylonians 
whom the Talmud decries as fools 
because they would stand up for a 
Sefer Torah. but not for a talmid 
chacham our generation stood up 
for Reb Moshe; not enough. to be 
sure, because we failed to honor his 
wishes and requests to the degree 
that we should have. but at least 
enough to show that we knew a 
giant strode our earth. Now that he 
graces a loftier world. it Is our duty to 
Hashem Yisborach. to his memory, 
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and to ourselves. to glimpse the man 
so that we can stamp his legacy 
upon ourselves. our children and 
our institutions. 

ORIGINS OF GREATNESS 

T here is an elderly woman on 
Manhattan's Lower East Side 
who remembers the Feinstein 

family from Russia The Feinsteins 
were always learning, she says. all of 
them. Reb Moshe's father, his uncles, 
he; Torah was their life. It was into 
such a family that Reb Moshe was 
born on 7 Adar 5655. to Rabbi David 
and Rebbetzin Fayeh Gittel Fein
stein. in the little town ofUzda. not 
far from Minsk. It is fascinating that 
the area in and around Minsk pro
duced not only Reb Moshe. but sev
eral other key figures in the renais
sance of Torah learning and life in 
America: Rabbi Reuven Grozovsky. 
Rabbi Aharon Kotler, Rabbi Yaakov 
Kamenetzky '"" and l>"n'~' Rabbi 
Yitzchak Yaakov Ruderman"""''"'· 

Reb Moshe was one of twelve chil
dren. His mother had suffered a 
number of miscarriages. until his 

parents received a blessing from Reb 
Yisroel. the Karliner-Stoliner Rebbi 
'""· Because he was born on the 
seventh of Adar. Moshe Rabbeinu's 
birthday. his parents named him 
Moshe. That was an identification 
that he felt keenly all his life. He con
sidered it his duty to live up to the 
responsibility implied by his name. 
Indeed. one wonders if it was not a 
flash of divine inspiration that in
spired his parents to name their 
child after Moshe Rabbeinu, fortheir 
son. too. would sit from early morn
ing until evening answering Klal 
Yisroel's questions, and be so de
voted to his people that he would 
always be ready to sacrifice himself 
for their benefit 

Reb David Feinstein was a great 
man in a small town. He was highly 
regarded as one of the outstanding 
talmtdei chachamtm and poskim 
in the area. Later he moved from 
Uzda to the rabbinate of Starobin. a 
cl ty widely known for its many scho
lars. In later years. Reb Moshe wrote 
glowingly about his father's great
ness in Torah. Ytras Shomaytm 
character and selflessness. descrlb-
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'Ihe Jewish soul has an instinct that enables it to 
recognize its gedolim, to sense the throat through which 

the voice of the Shechinah comes to earth. 

Ing him as" one of the unique people 
of the generation." Even after gain
ing recognition as one of Russia's 
leading rabbis, Reb Moshe consult
ed his father often on major halachlc 
questions and sought his opinion 
and approval of halachic responsa 
and talmudic novellae. 

His uncles, the husbands of his 
mother's sisters. were also talmidei 
chachamim of outstanding stature. 
They were Rabbi Eliyahu Feinstein 
(known as Reb Elya Pruzhanerl and 
Rabbi Yaakov Kantorowitz. They and 
Reb David were revered men of un
usual greatness, as attested by three 
of Reb Moshe's eulogizers In Jeru
salem-the Roshei Hayeshiva of 
Ponevezh,RabbiDavidPovarskyand 
Rabbi Elazar Shach, and Rabbi 
Michel Feinstein N"l'."'v-all of whom 
knew the family In their youth and 
young manhood. 

Reb Moshe credited his mother, 
Rebbetzin Fayeh Gittel, with teach
ing him the value of time and train
ing him not to waste a moment from 
Torah study. All his life he spoke 
With respect of her piety and love of 
Torah, and with prtde about her 
descent from distinguished Torah 
giants of previous centurtes-the 
Tosqfos Yom Tov, Seder HaDoros, 
and the Sh'lah HaKadosh. 

CHILDHOOD PROMISE 

N ot surprtslng!y. he was a child 
prodigy. A mind like his, as he 
demonstrated so convincing

ly throughout his incredibly produc
tive lifetime. comes along seldom in 
a generation. But it was not only his 
computer mind and flawless memory 
that made him outstanding. His total 
application to Torah study began 
when he was a child and continued 
throughout his life. He told his 
grandson Rabbi Mordechai Tendler 
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that he had stopped playing chess 
when he was eight years old, al
though he enjoyed the game and was 
a talented player at a time and in a 
country where chess was a popular 
pastime among Talmudic scholars. 
He explained that successful chess 
playing requires grer 'concentration 
and he decided that it was preferable 
to devote his mental exertions to the 
Torah. His younger sister, Rebbetzin 
Chana Small n"~. recalled that when 
her brothers relaxed from their in
tensive studies. theywould challenge 
each other with questions, 'Where 
do you find a Gemom that proves 
such-and-such?" When he was not 
yet ten, he already knew the three 
difficult tractates Bava Kama, Bava 
Metzia, and Bava Basra, and even 
elderly scholars were in awe of him. 

Once, when he was only eleven. he 
came into the room where his father 
was si tung with a few other rabbis, 
among them, his brother-in-law Reb 
Elya. When young Moshe entered, 
the rabbis rose in respect. In an 
almost unprecedented display of 
anger.RebDavidFeinstein chastised 

the rabbis saying, 'What are you 
doing to me? You are destroying my 
child-you will make him a ba'al 
ga'avah (haughty)!" Reb Moshe re
called this incident for his grandson, 
Rabbi Mordechai Tendler, whose 
impression was that the contempt 
with which Reb David spoke of arro
gance was enough to assure that 
Reb Moshe would always seek to 
remain humble. Reb David paid 
careful attention to all aspects of his 
son's upbrtnging. He knew that the 
youngster had unlimited potential 
and, as Reb Moshe wrote in the 
introduction to the first volume of 
his responsa Igros Moshe, " ... my 
father said of me that he hoped and 
was virtually positive that many 
would inquire of me regarding ha
lacha, which is the word of Hashem, 
both orally and in writing. and that I 
would answer correctly, with G-d's 
help." 

Reb Moshe told how his father not 
only studied with him, but also care
fully supervised his education. Reb 
David personally paid for a prtvate 
Gemora rebbe for his son and three 
other boys, to foster their maximum 
growth. Indeed, the Gemora group 
completed the entire tractate G!ttin 
with all Tosafos that year. Here in 
the United States. Reb Moshe told 
that story to the president of a ye
shiva who had argued that he could 
not afford the expense of a second 
rebbe for an oversized class. 

Before his bar mitzva, Reb Moshe 
was sent to Slutzk to study under 
Rabbi Isser Zalman Meltzer'""· the 
great "RoshHayeshivaoftheRoshei 
Hayeshivos." Later that year, Reb 
Moshe was part of a group that was 
dispatched from Slutzk to found a 
yeshiva in Shklov under Rabbi Pes
ach Pruskin '"~'· 

Although only twelve at the time, 
he was selected to deliver an ortginal 
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Rabbi Isser Zalman Meltzer 

pilpul at the yeshiva's opening dedi
cation ceremonies (Reb Isser Zalman 
was the guest speaker), Seventy-five 
years later, Reb Moshe came across 
his copy of that pilpul, and with 
minor revisions found it worthy for 
inclusion in a volume of his pub
lished works, without explanation 
or qualification. 

Reb Moshe always had fond mem
ories of the four years he spent 
under Rabbi Pruskin in Shklov and 
Amtsislaw. Sixty years later. he sent 
a wedding gift to Reb Pesach 's 
granddaughter, writing, "This gift is 
nothing compared to the gratitude I 
feel to my teacher and master." The 
admiration was mutual. Reb Pesach 
used to say proudly of his talmid, 
who had mastered the entire Tal
mud and all four sections of the 
Shulchan Aruch by the time he was 
seventeen, "I have a student who has 
surpassed me in learning and in 
deciding the halacha." 

THE LEGEND BEGINS 

T wo years before World War I 
broke out. Reb Moshe rejoined 
his father in Starobin, where 

they studied together and where he 
soon began teaching local youths. At 
his father's urging, he began writing 
halachic responsa. although seven
teen; his first known written teshutia 
lresponsal appears in Igros Moshe. 
Rabbi Tuviah Goldstein "'""''"'· the 
noted Rosh Hayeshiva (Emek Ha-
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lacha) who was a long-time neigh
bor of Reb Moshe. recalls that he 
once learned through a long. com
plicated responsum on ribis (the 
laws of interest) in Igros Moshe. that 
was written when Reb Moshe was in 
his early twenties. Reb Tuviah ex
pressed amazement to Reb Moshe 
that he could have had such a broad 
halachic scope at such a young age. 
Reb Tuviah recalls that it was one of 
two times when he heard Reb Moshe 
permit himself to show a bit of pride. 
as he recalled that he had sent the 
teshuva for review to Reb Isser Zal
man Meltzer, his former Rosh Ha
yeshiva in Slutzk, and that lumi
nary had described the teshuva as 
emes l'amita, the quintessential 
truth. 

Duling the second year of the war. 
with the Czarist Army being mauled 
on the western front, a conscription 
order went out for all young men of 
Reb Moshe's age. During the course 
of a trip, Reb Moshe stopped off to 
visit the Chafetz Chaim'"" and ask 
for a blessing that he be spared from 
army service. which would have 
meant persecution. danger, and
worst of all for him-b!tu! Torah. 
The Chafetz Chaim had taken his 
yeshiva from far-off Radin to Russia 
because much of Polish Jewry had 
been forced to flee from the advanc
ing German forces. Even so. he had 
heard of the Starobiner Illui. In res
ponse to Reb Moshe's request. the 
Chafetz Chaim cited the Mishna in 

Avos that if someone has accepted 
the yoke of Heaven upon himself, the 
yoke of secular government is re
moved from him. The Chafetz Chaim 
implied that since the Mishna pro
mises the removal of the govern
mental yoke-meaning that even if 
the decree has already been pro
claimed-one can escape it if he has 
sincerely accepted G-d's service upon 
himself. Thus reassured, Reb Moshe 
continued his journey home. Not 
long afterward, the government pro
claimed that. in view of the success
ful mobilization of the Russian Army. 
all call-ups of rabbis were suspended 
until further notice. 

His father asked the town of Uzda. 
Reb Moshe's place of birth. to list 
him as their Rav. for the sake of his 
deferment from the army. Although 
Reb Moshe was only twenty at the 
time the people took the appoint
ment seriously. and Reb Moshe be
came their Rav. His trials were not 
over, however, because he was ruled 
too young and able-bodied for a def
erment. Nevertheless he eventually 

As a young man in Russia. 

succeeded in gaining an exemption. 
Despite the superficially natural 
means through which he gained his 
freedom, Reb Moshe attributed his 
success to the Chafetz Chaim's 
blessing. 

THE RABBINATE 

I n 1920. when Reb Moshe was 
twenty-five years old, he accept
ed a position as the Rav of Lu

ban, the town with which his name 
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has become associated. The invita
tion came from Rabbi Yaakov Moshe 
Kastenovitz, '""· who was the head 
of the community and its shochet 
and who was to become Reh Moshe's 
father-in-law. It was a high honor 
indeed for such a young man, be
cause Luban was a city of G-d-fear
ing Jews and the birthplace of many 
outstanding geonim, such as the 
Mirrer Mashgiach. Rabbi Yerucham 
Levovitz '"~l and one of the Roshei 
HayeshiVaof Ponevezh, Rabbi David 
Povarsky "'""''\!!. The baalei battim 
and laborers of Luban would divide 
the entire Talmud among them
selves and make a siyum every Cha
nukah. That Reh Moshe was chosen 
for such a distinguished position at 
such a young age is eloquent testi
mony to his emerging stature. 

A hundred years earlier this would 
have been the beginning of a tran
quil and happy career. but when Reh 
Moshe came to Luban, it was already 
three years after the Bolshevik Revo
lution. Special taxes were levied 
against rabbis to force their resigna
tions and it was forbidden to main
tain yeshivas. Most rabbis gave In to 
the Soviets and left their positions. 
Those who did not, paid the conse
quences, and they were severe. The 
Lubavitcher Rebbe '"" had already 
been imprisoned and expelled from 
the country in 1927. Rabbi Yechez
kel Abramsky '"" was sentenced to 
hard labor in Siberia. in 1930, and 
served for two years before foreign 
Interventions gained his freedom. 
Many other rabbis were arrested 
and mistreated; many were never 
heard from again. 

The Jews of White Russia, where 
Luban was, had more serious prob
lems than Communist oppression 
in the early l 920's. The Soviets had 
not yet consolidated their power and 
there was a civil war going on be
tween the Red Army and the pro
Tzarlst 'White" army. The fact that 
many Jews were in the forefront of 
the Revolution and most other Jews 
embraced it-because the Revolu
tion came out against antisemit
ism-was enough for the Whites. 
White Russia and the Ukraine were 
swept by bloody pogroms. 

On Lag B'Omer in 1921, Reh 
Moshe seemed to have sensed an 
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ominous atmosphere in Luban. He 
packed his most precious belong
ings-his Torah manuscripts-and 
fled the town. Minutes later, Luban 
was struck bya pogrom, and a bomb 
was detonated In the Rav's house. 
The assumption was that Reh Moshe 
had perished in the explosion. 

Reh Moshe, however, continued In 
his flight from the area until several 
days later when he simply collapsed. 
A Russian peasant found the pack
age of writings, brought them to 
Slutsk where he turned them over to 
Reh Isser Zalman Meltzer'""· who 
recognized them as belonging to Reh 
Moshe, He saw it as grounds to fear 
the worst, for Reh Moshe would never 
willfully be separated from his writ
ings. Yet. when an inquiry came to 
him from Reh David Feinstein, ask
ing if he had heard of his son·s fate. 
Reh Isser Zalman replied. "I am con
fident that he is alive." 

Sure enough, in a matter of days, a 
fatigued Reh Moshe Feinstein found 
his way to Slutsk, where he stayed 
with Reh lsser Zalman for an ex-

tended period of time. When it was 
safe for the refugees to return home, 
Reh Moshe took the lead in rebuild
ing the community with the gener
ous help of the surrounding 
shtet'lach. 

To commemorate the Lag B'Omer 
pogrom, Reh Moshe never took ad
vantage of the break in the Sefira 
mourning period that Lag B'Omer 
offers. His Sefira bridged the entire 
period without interruption. 

After that short separation from 
his precious writings, Reh Moshe 
resolved to buy a handsome leather 
carrying case for the sole purpose of 
taking his manuscripts with him 
whenever he traveled. Through a 
strange set of circumstances-prob
ably due to the high quality of the 
case-it was stolen from him when 
he made use of it a year later. As a 
result, he accepted the day of that 
personal loss as a day of fast. to be 
kept regardless of his health. 

UNDER THE 
BOLSHEVIK OPPRESSION 

When the Communists put 
down the White rebels, they 
were able to turn their full 

"attention" to the Jews. Making the 
persecution even more tragic and 
painful was the fact that the chief 
inquisitors were Jews: the infamous 
Yevsektzia, or Jewish Section. 
whose task it was to assimilate the 
Jewish communities into the 'Work
ers Paradise." Because they were 
Jews, they knew the inner workings 
of Jewish religious life all too well 
and they could be fooled much less 
easily than could the Russians. One 
can imagine how heartbreaking it 
was for devout rabbis and laymen to 
receive gifts of bread at the Pesach 
Seder, to have the Yorn Kippur servi
ces disturbed by the sound of rau
cous Jewish rallies complete with 
food, or to hear defiant shouts of 
"Down with the black rabbis! Down 
with the cheder and yeshiva! Let 
freedom live!" 

In Luban, the Jewish community 
was spared the wrath of the Party 
and the Yevsektzia until 1930, when 
Stalin took over from Lenin. 

In fact. Reh Moshe considered the 
five years from 1925 to 1930 as the 
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1he people qf Luban had nothing to lose. Hashem 
was their G-d, Reb Moshe was their king, and in 

astonishing numbers, they clung to him tenaciously. 

Reb Moshe and hisRebbetzin (seated 1.) in Riga en route to America in 1937. Infrontofthem. 
their son David; behind daughters Faya (Shtsgal) and Shifra (Tendler}. R.: his brother-in-law 
Rabbi Ytsroel Shaul Yojf en (martyred in the war) with hi.s son Dovid; behind him daughter and 
wife Shainda, nee Feinstein. Further tor., Rabbi Yaakov Feinstein and.family. 

most productive of his life. It was 
during this period that he wrote a 
famous teshuva that challenged a 
ruling by Rabbi Yechezke!Abramsky 
'"~I.The two responsa were brought 
to the attention of Rabbi Chaim 
Ozer Grodzenski '"" in Vilna, who 
sided with Reb Moshe. He comment
ed: "I had heard of the two brothers 
(Reb Moshe and Reb Mordechai) 
deep in the Russian heartland. who 
learn Torah as it was studied a cen
tmy ago!" 

The educational institutions and 
the main synagogue were closed 
down. The Feinstein family was 
forced out of its house by an exorbi
tant clergy tax. and Reb Moshe was 
harrassed with the intention of forc
ing him to resign as rabbi. He ans
wered that he was ready to tum over 
his meager earnings to the state-

The shul in Luban where Reb Moshe learned an offer the Communists graciously 
during the Soviet Regime. accepted-but he could not relin-
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quish his position as long as there 
were Jews who needed his services. 
He studied and wrote voluminously. 
and the people of Luban continued 
to revere him. Hashem was their G-d, 
Reb Moshe was their king, and they 
clung to him tenaciously. 

Only once was he questioned by 
the police who were looking for pre
texts to charge him with disloyalty. 
He acquitted himself so well that the 
inquisitor apologized, saying that he 
had only wanted to gain insight into 
Judaism. In addition, thirty Jewish 
political prisoners were released in 
Luban. Finally. all the shuls were 
closed and he was evicted even from 
his small living quarters in a shul 
building. The Feinsteins were taken 
in by a fellow Jewish family. 

The people of Luban loved him 
and even many of the Jewish Com
munists respected him. Those two 
factors were undoubtedly responsi
ble for his survival during years 
when most rabbis disappeared rou
tinely. The quiet and respectful de
meanor that became so familiar to 
American Jews during the last half
century of his life stood him in good 
stead. Though there was no doubt 
where he stood, he was not a public 
enemy of the state: to have "elimi
nated" him would have caused too 
much trouble In Luban. Even a few 
of the Jewish Communists tried sec
retly to protect him. 

A particularly dartng move illus-
. trated both his courage and effec

tiveness. There was no possibility of 
maintaining the mikva openly, but 
Reb Moshe found a way, neverthe
less. When the authorities planned a 
public bathhouse and swimming 
pool. Reb Moshe prevailed upon the 
non-Jewish contractor to build the 
pool in such a way that It would be a 
kosher mikva. He then convinced 
the officials that. while he shared 
their interest in public hygiene, the 
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bathhouse must have a few separate 
times for men and women; other
Wise the old-fashioned Jews who 
would not bathe in mixed company 
could not enjoy the expensive sani
taiyfacilitiesgenerouslyprovided by 
the state. Thus, Luban became the 
only city for miles around with a 
functioning mikva, and the people 
in charge of the bathhouse must 
have been commended by the Party 
for running their facility so well that 
It attracted women from all the sur
rounding towns-the word was 
spread through a secret information 
network, With the result that some 
actually traveled three days in each 
direction to use the facility! 

TOTAL CONCENTRATION 

P eople who observed Reb 
Moshe over the years were 
always struck by his total 

concentration in learning. While he 
put away his tefillin, whenever he 
was involved in light activity, he 
repeated Mishnayos by heart. When
ever there was half-a-minute to spare 
he would be glancing at his sefer. He 
was always adding to his thousands 
upon thousands of pages of writ
ings. Torah was the passion of his 
life. Only through such 
tenacity could he have grown so 
astoundingly in Torah during his 
sixteen years in Luban. During 
much of that time he was Without 
the intellectual stimulation of stu
dents. Even when the sword of im
prisonment was over his head, he 
was able to put every fear and dis
traction out of his mind and to grow 
uninterruptedly in Torah. One can 
only conclude that G-d was reward
ing his utter devotion to the Torah 
with divine assistance, for such 
greatness under such circumstan
ces seems nothing less than super
natural. 

His total concentration on Torah 
was legendary even when he was a 
young Rav in Luban. One of his 
admirers was an elderly talmid cha
cham who was well qualified to ap
preciate the prodigious Torah 
greatnessoftheyoungRav.ln those 
days, the only time Reb Moshe took 
an afternoon nap was on Shabbos, 
and the elderly talmid chacham 
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would jokingly tell Rebbetzin Fein
stein, "You are not allowed to let him 
sleep! Too much Torah is lost when 
he is not awake." 

A distinguished confidante of 
many ged<Jlim makes the following 
observation: at conventions or meet
ings, when others were speaking, 
Reb Moshe's face was always serious, 
even grave, as he listened intently
or perhaps thought about his learn
ing. But when he spoke, his demea
nor changed. There was a joy. lumi
nescence. on his face. His love of 
Torah was palpable not only in his 
words, but in his very being. 

A well-known Orthodox leader re
calls that he was a young teenager 
the first time he saw and heard Reb 
Moshe. The Rosh Hayeshiva was 
the guest speaker at a siyum in a 
small out-of-town shuL His hadran 
was beyond the young listener's 
comprehension, but one part of the 
address made an Indelible Impres
sion. "People destroyed their chil
dren by always repeating es iz shver 
tzuzeina Y!d(itlshard tobeaJew). 
No-it Is not hard to be a Jew. It Is 
beautiful and joyous to be a Jew." 
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Reb Moshe's face glowed with pride 
and happiness when he said those 
simple words, and the young listener 
recalls that he too became suffused 
with pride in his Jewishness. 

Several years ago, a distinguished 
rabbi asked Reb Moshe why he had 
not left Luban many years sooner. 
Reb Moshe answered simply that he 
was the only rabbi left in the entire 
region and it was his duty to stay. He 

left only when it became clear to him 
that there was no alternative. That, 
too. was a lifelong character trait; he 
had a powerful sense of responsibil
ity and always submerged his per
sonal inclinations and interests ifhe 
felt that they conflicted with his 
obligations. 

Indeed, when the Stalin took over. 
Reb Moshe sought permission to 
leave Russia. He did receive entry 
visas into the United States several 
times, but Russia withheld exit visas. 

The Communists wanted him to 
resign from the rabbinate. This he 
would not do. Invariably. the day 
after a rabbi gave up his position
no matter what his reason-the local 
newspaper's headlines screamed: 
"Another Rabbi sees the Light/ 
Renounces Darkness For the Light 
of Marxism." Reb Moshe deemed it 
impermissible to do anything that 
would provoke such damaging pro
paganda. even though it was so far 
from the obvious truth. 

For seven years he tried a number 
of subterfuges. He even left Luban 
for several months, put on peasant 
clothing, and established residence 
under an assumed name in the 
Moscow Gubemya. to apply for an 
exit visa under the fictitious Iden
tity. Finally, through strenous ef
forts. his brother-in-law Rabbi Ne
chemlah Katz of Toledo, Ohio. en
listed Congressional and diplomatic 
intervention with the Russian Am
bassador to the United States, and 
the Feinstein family was permitted 
to leave the Soviet Union. 

Saying Tehtlim at opening of Agudath Israel convention in 1958, To the right qf Reb Moshe are 
the Boyaner Rebbe, Rabbi Eliezer Silver, and the Kopitchnitzer Rebbe. ""~. 
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Reb Moshe had expected to en
counter difficulties in taking along 
his hundreds of pages of manu
scripts, so he devised a method for 
transporting them safely out of Rus
sia. Eveiy day he would mail several 
pages of his writings to each of some 
thirty relatives In America, in the 
guise of correspondence, traveling to 
a different village eveiy day to ward 
off suspicion. He had hoped that the 
relatives would understand his mo
tives for mailing them his writings, 
by seeing the nature of the subject 
matter. His hopes were vindicated, 
for almost all of the "mail" eventually 
was returned to him in the States. 
On Rosh Chodesh Elul 5696 (1936), 
the Feinstein family-Reb Moshe 
and his Rebbetzin, and three young 
children (Reuvaln was born in 
Amerlca)-and the Jews of Luban 
bid one another their sad farewells. 
Many of his dear ones remained 
behind in and around Luban: his in
laws, who were murdered by the 
Nazis; his brother, Rabbi Mordechai 
Feinstein, the rabbi of Shklov, who 
died in Siberia; and many others. He 
went to Moscow for hisexitvisa, and 
from there to Riga, where he was 
invited to become rabbi ofDvinsk, as 
successor to the Rogatchover Gaon, 
who had recently passed away. But 
he decided to go on to the United 
States, where he arrived in Kislev, 
5697. 

Upon arriving in America, he told 
a close relative, "I don't care what! do 
here, even ifl become a street cleaner. 
The main thing is that I am no 
longer under the shadow of the Bol
sheviks, and my children can finally 
learn Torah." 

THE NEW WORLD 

I t is true that Reb Moshe cared 
little about what sort of position 
he might accept in the United 

States, but one thing was upper
most: If at all possible, he would be 
Involved in a life of Torah study and 
he would decide halachic problems 
for all who sought his guidance. 

The leaders of the American rab
binate had heard of his Torah great
ness and the phenomenal scope of 
his knowledge. He was invited to 
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deliver guest shiurtm in Mesivta 
Torah Vodaath and Yeshivas Rabbi 
Isaac Elchonon, and he accepted a 
position as Rosh Hayeshiva in the 
Yeshiva of Rabbi Yehuda Levenburg 
'"~•. one of the pioneer builders of 
Torah In America. Originally in New 
Haven, the yeshiva had moved to 
Cleveland, but Rabbi Levenburg died 
soon after and the yeshiva disband
ed. Almost immediately came the 
invitation to serve as Rosh Haye
shiva of Mesivtha Tifereth Jerusa
lem, the position he held for the rest 
of his life, nearly fifty years. 

One of his original talmidim in 
Tifereth Jerusalem recalls how Reb 
Moshe was introduced to them. The 
menahel of the yeshiva was Rabbi 
Yoseif Adler, a distinguished and 
popular East Side rabbi. Rabbi Adler 
told the students, 'Whenever we 
needed a rosh hayeshiva, I brought 
a great talmid chacham from Eu
rope. After a while you would grow in 
Torah until you needed a bigger rosh 
hayeshiva. I am notgettingyounger 
and I can't keep searching eveiy 
year, so I decided to bring you a rosh 
hayeshiva who would know enough 
for you no matter how much you 
grow in learning." 

Rabbi Adler could not have been 
more correct. 

TOTAL TORAH LEADER 

W hen Reb Moshe assumed 
the leadership of Tifereth 
Jerusalem, the Lower East 

side was still a vibrant, teeming cen
ter of Jewish life, with synagogues 
on virtually eveiy block. Down East 
Broadway from the yeshiva were Ez
ras Torah, where the eminent tzad
dik. gaon and posek Rabbi Yosef 
Eliyahu Henkin '"" directed a 
world-wide chessed apparatus; and 
the Agudas Horabbonim, which was 
considered the organization of Eu
ropean-trained rabbis who had the 

Conferring wtth Reb Aharon and Reb Yaakov '"1. Rabbi Chaskel Besser in background. 
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Talmud and Shulchan Aruch on 
their fingertips. Sadly. there was still 
an appalling shortage of yeshivas, 
Orthodoxy was treated condescend
ingly by the Jewish establishment as 
an irrelevant step-child, and younger 
generations of Jews were slipping 
away from Torah and mitzva obser
vance. There were a few strong Zeirel 
Agudath Israel branches here and 
there, but the Agudath Israel of 
America had not yet been founded in 
Its present form (though It would be 
soon, in response to Rabbi Chaim 
Ozer Grodzenski's urgent request to 
Rabbi EliezerSilver7"'1 and others). 
So Jewish life on the East Side was 
strong, bu tits clay foundations were 
crumbling, because the lmmigran t 
generations had not built yeshivas 
in nearly sufficient numbers. 

Reh Moshe and his yeshiva quick
ly became a center of Torah life on 
the East Side. At its peak, Tifereth 
Jerusalem enrolled over five hundred 
talmidim, but it was more than a 
yeshiva, just as Reh Moshe was more 
than a Rosh Hayeshiva. MTJ in
cluded a shul where Reh Moshe not 
only delivered shiurim to his talmi
dim, but the traditional Shabbos 
Hagadol and Shabbos Shura dra-

shos, as well. In contrast to the four
hour long drashos on Aggada he 
had delivered for his baale-battim 
In Luban, he usually spoke on Tal
mudic themes related to Kadoshim 
(sacrificial order), which attracted a 
large audience of yeshiva students 
and lomdim (scholars). 

His primary role. however, was as 
decider of halachlc questions, and 
before long, the word spread that a 
poseik of the first rank was there
and available. Distinguished rabbis 
converged on him with knotty prob
lems and so did local housewives 
with their strange-looking chicken 
parts-because he belonged equally 
to them all. Two middle-aged talmi
dei chachamim, whose fathers were 
butchers on the East Side, remember 
frequently being sent to Reh Moshe 
with she'eilos. As children they knew 
him as the nice, friendly man who 
never made them feel like unimpor
tant intruders-as some others un
derstandably did.As they grew older, 
they realized with a shock that their 
"friend" was one of Jewry's greatest 
people. It is not surprising that one 
woman used to call him every Friday 
afternoon to inquire about the time 
to light candles; he would answer 

Reb Moshe with Rabbi Shmuel Gralnennan, menahel, wlthfirst smicha group at MTJ, 1944. 

and pleasantly wish her a Gutten 
Shabbos-as he would have done In 
Uzda or Luban. Did it make any dif
ference whether he was a twenty
year-old beginner In a tiny shtetl or 
the teacher of Klal Yisroel?-his 
responsibility was to answer the 
queries of all Jews who needed him. 

That word "responsibility" is one 
of the keys to understanding Reh 
Moshe and his career. His older son, 
Rabbi David Feinstein, now Rosh 
Hayeshiva of MTJ and an eminent 
poseik in his own right, put it suc
cinctly: "My father never wasted a 
minute, but if a poor or troubled per
son, or even a nudnik, took an hour 
to pour out his heart, my father 
could spare an hour." By nature. Reh 
Moshe was not a public man. He 
shunned the limelight, leadership, 
and controversy. His loves were To
rah. teaching and defining the hala
cha, and committing his Torah 
thoughts to writing. Nevertheless, 
when he felt the need to assume the 
presidency of Mesivta Tifereth Je
rusalem and the onerous burden of 
fundraislng, he did so. When the 
handful of great survivors who came 
to America and established the 
Moetzes Gedolei HaTorah (Council 

7.::--.rT-:::::-CT7-C---,-~-C"""C'CT-c--,-~ 
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1here is a tendency to mythologize our gedolim, and tum 
them into legends. This is understandable but wrong. 

It makes for reverence and marvelous narratives, 
but itfrees usfrom the obligation to leamjrom them. 

With members Qf Agudas Hombonim 

of Torah Sages of Agudath Israel of 
America) called upon him to serve, 
he acceded. When, after the death of 
Reb Aharon Kotler J"'l, his col
leagues called upon him to head the 
Moetzes Gedolei HaTorah he ac
cepted, as he did for Agudas Ho
rabbonlm and Chinuch Atzmai. 
When the time came that he alone 
had the stature to decide controver
sies in the Torah world, he took the 
initiative in calling the parties to 
judgement. In one such instance, a 
party complained that It was not Reb 
Moshe's affair, to which he replied 
matter-of-factly and without any 
anger, "I am the father of all yeshi
vos."This most modest of men was 
the last to impose his will on others; 
it was unpleasant for him-but when 
he realized the burden had fallen 
upon him, he felt he had no right to 
refuse it. 

Thus he intervened countless 
times on behalf of yeshiva teachers 
or administrators who felt that their 
rights were not being protected. 
Such people used to refer to him 
with humorous admiration as "the 
rebbes' union." Toward the end of 
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taught by the Vllna Gaon to find a 
Torah verse that would indicate the 
proper choice. The verse indicated 
bythegoralwas:"AndHashemsaid 
to Aaron, go to the Wilderness to 
meet Moshe" (Shemos 4:27). 

To Reb Aharon, this was a clear 
indication that he was to join the 
Moshe par excellence of this gener
ation, Reb Moshe Feinstein, in the 
spiritual "wilderness," the term that 
was characteristically used to des
cribe the United States in those 
years. 

~ The two leaders had enormous 
~ respect foroneanother. but they had 
~ different personalities and each had 

his life, when troubled people be
sieged him to pray on their behalf or 
to give them blessings, he once re
marked to Rabbi Michel Barenbaum 
N"D''"'· theMashgiachofMTJ, "They 
have made me into a Chassidishe 
Rebbe, but what can 1 do?-people 
are in distress and I must try to do 
whatever I can.'' He would have pre
ferred to teach and write, and not be 
drafted to become the father of ye
shivos. the rebbes' union or advo
cate for his people, but if he was 
needed then he had no choice but 
accept. 

ACCEPTANCE OF IUS ROLE 

When Rabbi Aharon Kotler 
was in Japan after having 
escaped from German-oc

cupied Europe, he debated whether 
to come to America or Israel. His 
goals were first to save as many 
European Jews as possible and then 
to replant Torah-on which conti
nent should he do so? As he fre
quently did where major decisions 
were involved, RebAharon made use 
of the "Gaon's goral," the method 

a role in which hewas preeminent. It 
was as if they had divided the res
ponsibilities for the future of Torah 
life. Reb Aharon was the dynamic, 
charismatic teacher and builder of 
Torah, and shaper of the revolution
ary perception (for the United States) 
that Torah study should be the ex
clusive pursuit of our talented young 
men. Reb Moshe shunned the lime
light. channeling his prodigious 
energies to serve as tireless leader of 
his own yeshiva and foremost po
seik of the nation. 

After Reb Aharon passed away in 
1962. Reb Moshe was drafted by his 
colleagues to assume the helm of 
Kial Yisroel. Leadership meant a 
major change in his life; indeed, It 
forced upon him roles that he had 
previously avoided. Why had he be
come chairman of the Nesius (Presi
dium) of Agudath Israel, so involved 
in day-to-day affairs of Agudath Is
rael? And then, why did he accept 
the chairmanship of the Moetzes 
Gedolei Ha Torah on top of that, as 
well as the presidency of Chinuch 
Atzmai, the leadership of Torah 
Umesorah and so forth? 

The turning point can be sum-
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marized in an almost unknown in
cident that was witnessed by some
one standing only a foot away from 
Reb Moshe when it took place. Reb 
Aharon was in the hospital during 
his final illness, and Reb Moshe and 
his students were reciting Tehillim 
In the Beis Midrash of MTJ. Sud
denly someone entered the room 
with the awful news that RebAharon 
was gone. He motioned to indicate 
that it was no longer necessary to 
recite Tehillim. Reb Moshe looked 
across the room at the bearer of the 
news and asked quietly, "Is it all 
over?" The head nodded yes. 

Reb Moshe stood stone still with 
shock and disbelief on his face. He 
mumbled these words to himself: 

"It can't be. 
"But, if it is true, !tis the Will of the 

Creator. 
"This is how It must be. 
"If so, then it must be good." 
He repeated this monologue twice 

as if in a trance. 

In retrospect it seems as if he 
could have been evaluating both the 
tragedy and his new responsibili
ties: It can't be! But if this is G-d's 
will, then it must be good and we 
must accept it. On the one hand, his 
personal struggle constituted tzidok 
hadin, an acceptance of the Divine 
judgment. But those who were close 
to Reb Moshe saw in It also that he 
was grappling with the Heavenly 
decree that would cast upon him 
much of the burden of leadership 
and responsibility that had been 
borne by Reb Aharon up to then. It 
was regarding this decree, too, that 
Reb Moshe could have said, "If this is 
G-d's will then it must be good and 
we must accept it." 

As chairman of the Moetzes Gedo
lei HaTorah. he was constantly in
formed of developments In America, 
Israel, and elsewhere, and was called 
upon for decision and guidance. His 
presence as the primary speaker at 
countless functions-from Agudah 
Conventions and Dinners to Zeirel 
and Pirchei assemblies-was not a 
proforma matter. He was there In 
recognition of Agudath Israel's lead
ing role within the Torah commu
nity and of his own responsibilities 
within the Agudah. 
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At tashlich at the East Rluer, 1984. 

mEVIEWFROM 
TOTAL IMMERSION 

T he Rebbetzin used to plead 
with him, "Please join us for 
supper. The Gemora to you is 

like a bottle of whiskey to an alco
holic, 1 can't pull you away from it!" 
True. He was always learning. Torah 
was his love, his comfort, his ambi-

tion. When the Torah was read, he 
would walk to the front of the bimah 
to hear better, and follow the reading 
from a Chumash. Between the read
ings he would always be immersed 
in whatever he was learning. A sys
tem was set up In MTJ whereby the 
young children who davened in the 
yeshiva would take turns holding a 
Chumash for him and have it ready 
In front of his desk. That way, the 
children had the honor of helping 
the Rosh Hayeshiva-and he could 
return to his waiting sefer between 
aliyoswlthoutlosingasecond When 
there was a bris in the yeshiva. he 
would always be engrossed In his 
learning or writing until the baby 
was brought in. 

A neighbor was once present in 
Reb Moshe's apartment when a 
heartboken woman poured her woes 
out to him. She wept and groaned, 
and he shed tears and sighed with 
her. At the end of the conversation, 
he promised her, 'We will do what
ever we can," and then with a final 
sigh of pain, he went back to his 
Gemora and resumed his studies 
with total Immersion, as If nothing 
had happened. When the time came. 
he would do what he could for her; 
meanwhile, the Torah had a first 
mortgage on his time. 

Reb Moshe would begin studying 
and writing in his small study by 
5:00 a.m. every morning. To prepare 
for his lengthy pllpul shiur every 
Friday, in MTJ, he would begin 
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learning at 3:30 am. He delivered 
prodigious numbers of shiurtm (lec
tures) and prepared for them con
scientiously. 

In MTJ, there was a daily shiurfor 
most of his career. When MTJ opened 
a residential yeshiva in Staten Island 
under the leadership of his son Rab
bi Reuvain Feinstein, Reb Moshe 
was there one day every week to give 
a shiur and to be available to speak 
to the faculty and students. And in 
his role as mentor to former stu
dents and leader of the Jewish 
community, he was called upon to 
speak at countless family celebra
tions and public functions. As his 
responsibilities increased With the 
years and he found it difficult to 
study uninterruptedly during the 
day, he would begin learning at 4:00 
am., so that he could count on at 
least three hours in the morning, 
Without distractions. 

Once, in an unbelievable display of 
thoughtlessness, someone called 
him before 5:00 a.m. to ask him a 
she'eila, which he answered. The 
next day. the same caller asked him a 
question about a Tosqfos at the 
same hour. Again he answered. The 
next morning. he posed another 
she'eila, which the Rosh Hayeshiva 
patiently answered. Finally, on the 
fourth morning, Reb Moshe softly 
told his pre-dawn caller, "The reason 
I arise so early is so I can be prepared 
to answer the questions people ask 
when they call me later." That was 
the last time he called at that hour. 

On another occasion, he com
plained to the Rebbetzin, "If I can't 
find time to learn, I Will remain an 
am ha'aretz." Coming from some
one of such greatness. such fears 
sound as said in jest, but Reb Moshe 
meant it, knowing the vastness of 
the Torah. 

There was no minute to spare. 

FLAWLESS MEMORY 

H e said that he never knew 
the meaning of the word 
"forget." One of the leading 

senior roshei ha yeshiva in America 
once called him to discuss his diffi
culties in Eizehu Neshech, one of 
the most complicated chapters in 
the Talmud. After they had gone 
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down the list and Reb Moshe had 
resolved all the problems, the caller 
remarked that he was fortunate to 
have called at a time when Reb 
Moshe obViously had studied the 
chapter fairly recently. In the course 
of the conversation it emerged that 
the last time Reb Moshe had learned 
Eizehu Neshech thoroughly had 
been more than eight years before! It 
wasn't just that he remembered 
everything he had ever learned about 
a particular topic: that in itself would 
be extraordinary, but as Reb DaVid 
Feinstein put it, "My father's great
ness was not simply that he remem
bered kol Ha Torah kula, but that he 
could instantly apply any relevant 
thing he had ever learned all his life 

to any question that ever came to 
him." 

Reb Moshe's memory was of ut
most importance to him, because he 
could not undertake to decide com
plex and serious questions of hala
cha unless he could be sure that he 
had not overlooked any sources. 
Once he and several rabbis were sit
ting in the large communal succaon 
FDRDrivewhenaTalmudicpassage 
came under discussion. Reb Moshe 
said that it was explained in a Tosa
jos in Sanhedrtn, while the others 
all agreed that the source was not in 
Sanhedrin but in Makkos. He got up 
and rushed from the table. The oth
ers were surprised. True, he had 
completed his meal, but it was out of 
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Selecting an esrog. 1983. 

character for him to leave the table 
without saying Gut Yom Tov. Sev
eral minutes later he returned. He 
had crossed the courtyard and 
climbed the steps to his apartment 
to look up the Gemora. As he had 
thought, It was In Sanhedrin, but he 
simply could not wait until later to 
verify his r!'collectlon. because truth 
was his most important value, his 
most pressing concern. If his mem
ory was challenged, then the source 
must be checked-now, not later. 

Once a talmid Inquired where he 
could find references to a particular 
halacha. Reb Moshe told him the 
chapter and paragraph numbers 
where the Magen Avraham dis
cussed it. A while later the student 
reported that he had found what he 
needed, but the paragraph number 
of the Magen Avraham was differ
ent. Reb Moshe asked him to check 
the number again and to report 
back. As it turned out, Reb Moshe 
had been right. but the talmid was 
curious as to why the Rosh Haye
shiva had been so concerned about 
the proper paragraph number. He 
explained, "! decide halachic ques
tions from memory, and If my mem
ory is becoming faulty, then I would 
not be allowed to continue doing so." 

It often happened that a talmid 
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chacham wished to discuss a hala
chic matter with Reb Moshe and 
prepared himself for a week or two, 
studying and reviewing every pas
sage that could have some bearing 
on the topic. When he came to dis
cuss the question, he would discover 
to his amazement and sometimes 
chagrin that he had nothing to add 
to the rosh yeshiva's knowledge. On 
one occasion a young talmid cha
cham came to disprove a controver
sial responsum of the rosh yeshiva. 
The visitor was clearly a scholar who 
had prepared himself long and well 
for the encounter, but the rosh ye
shiva refuted every one of his argu
ments. While the "fray" was going 
on, Reb Moshe's students were an
gered by what they regarded as the 
young man's insolence, but when 
the discussion was over, he calmed 
them by smilingly remarking, "He 
thought he could catch me overlook' 
Ing a Pri Megadim. "Anger turned to 
amusement and good feeling. 

Indeed, the scope and thorough
ness of his knowledge was nothing 
short of phenomenal. Because of 
their universal application, he is best 
known, of course, for his eight vol
umes of Igros Moshe responsa, but 
his fifteen volumes of Dibros Moshe 
on the Talmud are no less remark-

able. Rabbi Aharon Kotler is said to 
have commented after studying the 
Dibros Moshe on BavaKamma that 
every meaningful opinion or concept 
on the tractate Is in the sefer. Cur
rently being prepared for publica
tion are a projected 1 O Volume Kis
vei Maran al Hashas. from 8,000 
pages of manuscript. and Dorosh 
Moshe on Kadoshim as well as on 
the drashos he had delivered in 
Europe. 

TORAH IS REALITY 

H is grandson Rabbi Morde
chai Tendler was almost in
separable from Reb Moshe 

for twenty years. as a talmid and 
supervisor of the publication of the 
Rosh Hayeshiva's last six works, 
companion. and protector. especially 
during the later years when the Rosh 
Hayeshiva's strength had to be 

Tea with mishnayos. 

conserved and his generous open
ness to all callers had to be curbed. 
Rabbi Tendler noted that after hav
ing clarified a halacha, Reb Moshe 
was absolutely free of doubt or con
cern. Once he was convinced that 
this was the word of ,the Torah, it 
was therefore the will of G-d, and 
thus It was beyond doubt. Once, he 
ruled that an aguna was permitted 
to remarry. After she had married. a 
story began to circulate that her 
husband was still alive. Her family 
was horrified and those who were 
close to Reb Moshe were appalled 
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"I lf I can'tfind time to learn, I will remain an am ha'aretz." 
Comingfrom someone Qf such greatness, these fears sound 
ludicrous to us, but because Reb Moshe knew the vastness 
of the Torah, he knew that there were no minutes to spare. 

that their rebbe would be humil
iated by an error with such tragic 
consequences. But. Rabbi Tendler 
recalls, Reb Moshe was not even 
fazed by the news. He had ruled 
according to the halacha and there
fore he was certain that the rumor 
was false. The halacha is reality; can 
reality be refuted by a rumor? He 
was proven right. Indeed. there was 
no liVing first husband. 

This writer's colleague. Rabbi Meir 
Zlotowitz. was present when a sim
ilar problem was brought to Reb 
Moshe: Shortly after the war. a Eu
ropean rabbi had permitted a Holo
caust survivor to remarry on the 
basis of evidence that her husband 
had perished in a concentration 
camp. Then. after more than twenty 
years. when she had grown children 
of marriageable age, it was dis
covered that her first husband was 
alive in Israel! The distraught wom
an's rabbi had come with her from 
South America to seek the Rosh 
Hayeshiva 's guidance. 
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He asked her to tell her story. She 
told how she had gone to a well
known rabbi in one of the DP camps 
and. on the basis of the available tes
timony and evidence, he ruled that 
her husband was dead and she was 
permitted to remarry. The rabbi 
passed away not long after and due 
to the chaotic post-War conditions. 
she had lost the document he had 
given her. But she had acted on the 
basis of his decision-and now this! 

Reb Moshe asked her to repeat the 
story. She did. 

He asked her to tell it a third time. 
The atmosphere in the room was 
strained. Why was he tormenting 
her so? What would be added by 
another repetition? She complied. 

Reb Moshe's brow was furrowed 
in intense concentration. A heavy. 
tense silence froze everyone in the 
room. Then. abruptly he rose, leaned 
across the table. and said agitatedly 
to the woman. "It cannot be! I 
knew that rabbi. He was a gaon and 
a tzaddik. I have permitted thou-

sands of agunos to remarry and I 
have never had such a tragedy hap
pen. and you are telling me that such 
a thing could have happened to that 
tzaddik? It is impossible! It cannot 
be!" 

The people in the room were 
shocked that the compassionate, 
mild-mannered Rosh Hayeshiva 
could speak that way to a woman in 
pain. But she broke down in tears 
and admitted that her story was 
indeed an untruth. She was sure her 
husband was dead-how could he 
have survived?-and when she 
heard that that highly respected 
rabbi, too. was no longer living. she 
made up the story. using his name. 

This incident is one of many that 
illustrates Reb Moshe's total faith in 
the correctness of a psak halacha 
that was arrived at honestly and bya 
qualified poseik. As he once ex
plained with regard to another psak 
he had rendered after a long and 
complex din Torah, G-d assists the 
judgment of a qualified. sincere 
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judge. As the Psalmist teaches, G-d 
stands in the Divine assembly of 
judges who seek truth and justice 
(Tehillim 82, 3). Reh Moshe had 
permitted over two thousand agu
nos to remarry. without having 
erred. The rabbi being held respon
sible for the error was highly compe
tent and devout; therefore he, too, 
could not have erred. 

Selecting aravos before Succos. 
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"TEMIMUS"-PERFECT FAITH 

A n elderly native of Radin who 
knew the Chafetz Chaim as a 
friend and neighbor ex

plained the difference between him 
and the rest of us. He said, "The Cho
fetz Chaim believed in Olam Habba, 
and you and I believe in Olam 
Habba. But to us, Olam Habba is an 
abstract matter of faith. To the Cho
fetz Chaim, Olam Habba was as real 
as the room next door." 

The same could have been said 
about Reh Moshe. To him anything 
stated In the Torah and the Talmud 
was as real as the room next door, as 
the noses on our faces. There could 
be no question, no difficulty, no 
caveat. If the Torah said so or the 
halacha ruled so, It was reality, and 
one does not doubt reality. 

Reh Moshe's deep unquestioning 
faith found expression in his many 
drashos, some of which were pub
lished in Kol Rom (Bastion of Faith, 
in English translation). For instance, 
in regard to the Torah command to 
refrain from agricultural work on 
Shmittah, the Sabbatical Year, 
Scripture says, "And if you say, 
What wtll we eat on the seventh 

year? We did not sow and did not 
gather our crop.' I wtll command My 
blessing upon you on the sixth year 
and you will produce the crop for 
three years" (Vayikra 25, 21-22). 

Asks the Rosh Hayeshiva, 'The 
Torah tells us that this particular 
blessing comes in response to a 
question that expresses a lack of 
faith in G-d's ability to provide for 
those who follow His counsel. How 
does He provide for those who follow 
His command without question?" 

He answers: "People's hunger can 
be satisfied through having a great 
deal of food or by having a lower level 
of need so that a little food goes a 
long way. People of strong faith do 
not require open miracles, such as 
an over-abundant harvest. And so It 
was during the forty years of wand
ering in the wilderness-when the 
people lacked faith and they de
manded water, bread, and meat, all 
three were provided in abundance 
by open miracles. By contrast. their 
clothing never frayed, it simply grew 
with the children as they grew, and 
never needed replacement ... a silent 
miracle in response to unquestion
ing faith." 

Reciting the brochoh on blossoms. 

Reh Moshe could have been des
cribing the miracle of his own un
questioning faith. A friend of the 
family once learned what Reb 
Moshe's salary was-and was ap
palled at how little he took. "How can 
he survive on so little?" the man 
asked. One of the Rosh Ha yeshiva's 
sons explained that his parents had 
very simple tastes and few needs. Not 
only did they live in as much comfort 
as they sought. they were even able 
to give a large percentage of their 
Income to tzeddaka. 

This applied equally to his accept-
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Conversing with Rabbi Ruderman N"\.J')'IJ. 

ance that whatever G-d meted out 
was just and merciful even though it 
might be terribly painful. The pass
ing of his beloved son-in-law Rabbi 
Eliyahu Moshe Shisgal '""· caused 
him great anguish. In his hesped, 
Reb Moshe wept as he began. but 
brought himself under control as he 
quoted the verse -1?y~ o»:m im1 The 
Rock!-perfect is His work. for all His 
paths are just; a G-d of faith without 
iniquity, righteous and fair is He 
(Devarim 32:4). 'We do not under
stand," he said. "but we know that 
He is just. He is righteous and fair 
and whatever He does we accept 
because He is merciful." 

Once someone came to ask Reb 
Moshe for a letter of recommenda
tion. In itself, this was hardly an 
uncommon occurrence, but in this 
case, those around the Rosh Haye
shiva were incensed, because the 
petitioner had contemptuously and 
publicly attacked Reb Moshe's hala
chic responsa the previous year. But 
when Reb Moshe agreed to supply 
the requested letter, they were sur
prised and aghast. "How could the 
Rosh Hayeshiva do this for such a 
person?" 

Reb Moshe replied incredulously 
that a Yorn Kippur had passed 
and, as is required of every Jew, he 
had forgiven the malefactor. Conse-
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quently, how could anyone expect 
him to bear a grudge for something 
he had already forgiven with all his 
heart? 

On another occasion, someone 
wrote a sefer in which he attacked 
Reb Moshe's responsain disrespect
ful and even vulgar terms. The type
setter-printer called to ask Reb 
Moshe whether he should refuse to 
accept the job. Reb Moshe urged him 
to do the assignment. explaining 
that both the author and the printer 
had to earn a livelihood. Presumably. 
the author felt that he had to curry 
favor with elements whose opinions 
he supported. As far as Reb Moshe 
personallywas concerned. he had no 
right to stand in the way. 

On the other hand, however, he 
was unyielding when Kavod Ha
torah was at stake. A prominent 
yeshiva lay leader once came per
sonally to Reb Moshe to beg his for
giveness for having refused to accept 
his decision in a din Torah involving 
his institution. Instead of graciously 
waiving the affront, Reb Moshe ad
monished him sternly and only then 
gave his personal forgiveness. After 
the shamed petitioner left, Reb 
Moshe explained that he felt no per
sonal resentment toward the party, 
but he had been required by hala
cha to defend the honor of the Torah. 

UNCONTESTED GREATNESS 

I t was clear to him that his Di
vinely assigned mission was to 
decide halacha for his genera

tion and the following ones. Conse
quently, he had no right to decline to 
rule on a problem. no matter how 
complex or sensitive it was. Nor could 
he simply rule stringently to avoid 
the effects of possible error. He knew 
very well that some of his rulings 
were controversial, but hewas secure 
enough to stand by his psak even 
when most authorities disagreed.At 
the same time he stated that other 
competent authorities had the right 
to rule differently if their research so 
indicated. 

Concerning a responsum that 
raised the ire of many, he told a tal
mid that the history of halachic 
responsa shows that the works that 
gained historic acceptance did not 
do so until after the authors had 
passed from the scene. As time goes 
by, succeeding generations see the 
printed word and make dispassion
ate judgments of what is correct and 
what is not. He was not concerned 
that there were those who disagreed 
with this or that psak, for he was 
confident in the truth of his view. 

In their hespedim, virtually every 
venerable sage of our time referred 
to him as the preeminent gadol of 

Rabbi Shach eulogizing Reb Moshe. 
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Reb Moshe was called "the Gadol Hador, 
without equivocation, without exaggeration, 

without embellishment." 

Reading a telegmmfrom the Lubavitcher Rebbe. 

his time. The Ponevezher Rosh Ha
yeshiva Rabbi Shach went so far as 
to describe him as: "The Gadol 
Hador-withoutequivocation, with
out exaggeration, without embel
lishment." Leading poskim of Eretz 
Yisroel often referred the knottiest 
questions to him. The Steipler Gaon 
7 .. ,, said that Reb Moshe was the 
leading authority of the era. Rabbi 
Yonasan Steif7"" used to put on his 
hat and stand erect when he spoke 
to Reb Moshe on the telephone. Most 
Chassidic gedolim who disagreed 
with his traditional Lithuanian 
method of defining the halacha 
nevertheless deferred to him in cases 
of the most extreme difficulty. In-
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deed. poskim even while rendering 
decisions In keeping with their res
pective understanding and tradi
tions, in contradistinction to Reb 
Moshe's decisions. nevertheless 
acknowledged him as the greatest 
poseik of his time. 

Our generation was fortunate that 
someone of his genius lived among 
us to deal with the halachic prob
lems posed by the revolutionary dev· 
elopments in science, medicine, 
economics, civil Jaw, and assimila
tion. Since so many of the questions 
coming to him dealt with problems 
unfathomable in the traditional 
Jewish society of a century ago, It is 
quite natural that many of his deci-

slons were unprecedented.And since 
he was forced to be the defender of 
congregations and rabbis under 
religious attack, he would often find 
bases for leniency under clearly de
fined circumstances. Some assumed 
that some sort of new halachic ap
proach-outrageously dubbed 
"Feinsteinism" by a left fringe of 
Modem Orthodoxy-could be relied 
upon to permit whatever was needed 
for a Judaism of accommodation 
and convenience. Others simply dis
torted or misquoted his responsa for 
their own ideological purposes. One 
need not be a scholar to know that 
there is no statement in Igros Moshe 
that does not fall in the mainstream 
of classical halacha. 

A well-known contemporary scho
lar consulted Reb Moshe regarding a 
lenient view that he wished to in
clude in a halachic summary. Reb 
Moshe objected to it on the ground 
that It was not halachicallyjustlfied. 
The author said humorously, "But 
the Rosh Hayeshiva is in favor of 
finding lenient ways to help people 
in need," to which Reb Moshe rep
lied, 'Yes, but such an opinion must 
have a basis!" 

ms PERSONAL CREDO 

I f one can sum up Reb Moshe's 
personal credo as a human be
ing, perhaps it can be expressed 

best in his response to a question as 
to what zechus he attributed his 
eminence. His reply in typical un
derstatement: l'N '.lNn 1Y'.lY7 ~)Nl 1'')'.) 
• \!)))))'.) N )N\::t)J) ')'))l "") ?Nn 1"P "All my life 
I never hurt a human being." An 
understatement. because he went 
out of his way to bring comfort and 
accommodation to others. 

He was as much a genius in his 
simplicity and normality as in scho
larship. In the words of Rabbi Zelig 
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Epstein """''"'· (Rosh Hayeshiva 
Shaar HaTorah): 'We recognized his 
greatness. yet standing before him 
one never felt constrained or ill at 
ease.'' And he was a model of devo
tion of his family. To a young man 
who complained that his wife was 
annoyed ifhe did not call her during 
the day, he responded with amaze
ment, "But of course you should call 
her during the day. I always call the 
Rebbetzin." When he was in the 
hospital, he never failed to inquire 
about the Rebbetzin 's welfare. But 
he was solicitous not only of those 
who were dearest to him. He would 
unfailingly exert himself to avoid 
Inconveniencing others. Even when 
he was ill and weak. in the hospital 
or in bed at home. he would strain 
over toward a doctor. nurse. or at
tendant-doing whatever he could 
to ease their task. thanking them 
when they completed excrutiatingly 
painful tests or treatments. 

There was no more loving grand
father. He would cuddle and play 
with his grandchildren and they 
adored him and loved to sit on his 
lap or roll a ball back and forth with 
him. Instinctively, they were calm 
and happy in his presence. even 
after long. cramped automobile trips. 
If his grandchildren were playing 
with friends when they saw him and 
came running. he had a hug and 
kiss for the playmates as well as the 
grandchildren. Why should a child 
feel slighted? 

Recently. when he was in the hos
pital, the women in his family dis
tributed portions of cake to the hos
pital personnel, doctors. nurses. or
derlies. attendants-anyone who 
had rendered him a service in any 
way. It is fascinating to note that 
Instead of eating them. they showed 
off their portions and treasured 
them. and most took them home to 
their families. These were not ordi
nary pastries. but mementoes of an 
extraordinary man. Those hardened 
hospital workers had recognized 
that they were in the presence of 
holiness. They were utterly devoted 
to him and many wept when they 
heard he was gone. 

Once a childless woman. a talented 
painter. came to him for advice and 
for a blessing that she would give 
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With a great-granddaughter. 

birth. She became pregnant and. to 
show her gratitude. brought the 
Rosh Hayeshiva a painting that the 
Rebbetzin hung in the dining room. 
When her new baby was old enough 
to travel without difficulty. she 
brought him to visit the Feinstein 
family, to gratefully show the Rosh 
Hayeshiva the fruit of his blessing. 
After her visit. while she was waiting 
for the elevator. Reb Moshe himself 
rushed out into the hall. He remem
bered that her painting was no long
er on the dining room wail and she 
might feel slighted, so he wanted to 
explain to her that it had been trans
ferred to a different room. because 
the dining room had been converted 
Into a shul for the morning minyan. 

Many complained that he was too 
liberal in giving letters of approval 
for individual or organizational 
charity collections or for seforim. He 
knew that the profliferation of such 
letters lessened the value attached to 
his signature. but he argued If this is 
the way that he can help afellowJew 

With the Rebbelzin and grandchildren. surn
mer 1955. 
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open a door or gain a hearing, a bit of 
his own prestige was a veiy small 
price to pay. 

Often, almost regularly. he would 
attend two or three weddings in the 
evening-and then travel to a bris in 
the morning. Those close to him 
wondered ruefully how he always 
managed to find so much time and 
strength to add honor to someone 
else's simcha, while the beneficiar
ies of his personal generosity seemed 
so busy when he needed them to 
attend functions for the benefit of 
his institutions. 

Once he was suffering from a leg 
infection that made walking some
what painful and he was being 
driven from his Yeshiva of Staten 
Island back to his home on FDR 
Drive, by Rabbi Gershon Weiss, Me
nahel of the Yeshiva. One of Rabbi 
Weiss's children was in the car and 
he could not escort Reb Moshe to his 
apartment because the child was 
crying. Instead, another passenger, a 
talmid, walked the Rosh Hayeshiva 
inand Rabbi Weiss waited in the car 
for him. Not wanting to delay Rabbi 
Weiss's return trip-and keep the 
child crying-Reh Moshe did not 
wait for the elevator but walked a 
flight of steps, despite his painful 
leg, so that the talmid could hurcy 
back to the car. and the unhappy 
child could be brought home. 

When people came to see him with 
a question or problem, he would 
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invariably acknowledge them im
mediately. And when they spoke, 
they received his total attention. 
Their good news lit his face with 
happiness and their woes evoked 
sincere concern. The writer and a 
fellow menahel once visited him 
concerning a serious problem re
garding several families. Entirely 
aside from his sagacious advice, he 
seemed as anxious and aggrieved as 
if his own grandchildren were the 
sufferers. 

One of his closest and finest tal
midim was Rabbi Nissan Alpert J">l 
who passed away tragically only a 
few months after Reb Moshe. In 
Rabbi Alpert's eulogy of Reb Moshe, 
he provided a delicate insight into 
Reb Moshe's method of dealing with 

halachic queries from troubled peo
ple. He combined chessedand emes, 
kindness and truth-but first came 
the kindness. He would feel compas
sion for the questioner and that 
chessed would be the background 
upon which he would etch the hala
chic truth. 

For the last twenty-five years, he 
had spent Succos in the home of his 
daughter and son-in-law. Rabbi and 
Mrs. Moshe Tendler (Rosh Haye
shiQa in Rabbi Isaac Elchonon 
Theological Seminaiy and Rabbi of 
the Community Synagogue ofMon
sey). Reb Moshe would sleep in the 
succa and. as he did all year long, get 
up to learn before dawn. During the 
later years of his life, his daughter 
used to arrange the chairs in a line 
so that Reb Moshe could support 
himself on them as he walked from 
his bed to get his morning coffee and 
go to the room where he learned. 
Eveiy morning, the family found the 
chairs neatly placed around the 
table, by Reb Moshe himself, who 
wanted to spare others the extra 
bother of putting the chairs back 
where they belonged. 

SOURCE OF ms POWERS 

S tories abound about the mi
raculous results of the Rosh 
Hayeshiva's blessings and 

prayers. True, many stories become 
garbled and embellished as they 
travel from person to person, but in 
their essentials they happened. 

Recently, a friend of the family, 
who knew him well, told several sto
ries about Reb Moshe. This friend 
was involved in or saw each of the 
incidents he related Following are 
two of those anecdotes, one miracu
lous and the other not-perhaps. 

This friend was called by an ac
quaintance in New York. The caller's 
son had spent several years in a kol
lel and had taken a course in COPE 
(Agudath lsreal's school for voca
tional training) but, for many 
months had been unable to find a 
job. Could he arrange for the caller to 
see Reb Moshe so that she could ask 
for a bmcha for her son? The calls 
were made, the appointment was 
arranged and Reb Moshe assured 
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"M yf ather's deepest desire was to bring peace to 
Jewish life. if he could speak to us now, that is 

what he would tell us." 

the worried mother that her son 
would have pamassa. A few days 
later, the young man was called for 
an interview by someone who had 
rejected his application af ew months 
earlier-and he was hired. The Rosh 
HayeshiVa's blessing? Presumably. 
but the story is not over. Some time 
later, the narrator of the story re
peated the incident to a former rosh 
hayeshiva of his and, to his sur
prise, the rosh ha yeshiva exclaimed 
In shock, "Now I understand!" He 
explained that the employer had 
once been his talmidand the mother 
of the young man had implored him 
to call the employer on behalf of her 
son. which he promised to do. In
deed, he tried several times, but each 
time he was unable to get through 
for one reason or another, and finally 
forgot about it. Then, one night, he 
dreamt that Reb Moshe was asking 
him to call that same gentleman to 
Intercede on behalf of the unem
ployed kollel fellow. He made the call 
and the former talmid promised to 
cooperate. They checked the dates. It 
was the night of Reb Moshe's bless
ing and shortly before the interview 
and hiring. 

Then he told a second story. 
When Reb Moshe was younger, he 

used to have Shalash Seudos and 
recite Tehillim in the Mesivta every 
Shabbos. One Shabbos. as he was 
reciting Tehillim, a mildly retarded 
child stood watching him. The boy 
went over and turned Reb Moshe's 
Tehillim on an angle to the right. 
and Reb Moshe continued reciting. 
Then the boy turned the Tehillim to 
the left and Reb Moshe continued 
reciting. The boy took the Tehillim 
and turned It completely around and 
Reb Moshe continued reciting. Not 
satisfied, the boy turned a page, but 
the Rosh HayeshiVa still was not 
fazed. A gentleman had watched all 
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this and, although people went out 
of their way to be patient with the 
boy. the man had seen too much. He 
snapped, "Stop it, already. Let the 
Rosh Hayeshiva daven!" 

Reb Moshe turned to the man and 
said, "He is only playing with me. 1 
enjoy it when he plays with me. I love 
him like my own child!" With that. 
Reb Moshe embraced the boy and 
kissed him. 

One of the people listening to these 
stories expressed it well. He ex
plained, "Stories like the first one 
could happen because stories like 
the second one happened.'' 

"Shivisi-i envision Hashem be
fore me always" was etched upon his 
face, and found obvious expression 
in his tejilla. Indeed, to watch him at 
prayer was astounding and inspira
tional. People used to stop and stare 
at his recitation of the Shema; it was 
the very epitome of Kabbolas 01 
MalchusShomayim the acceptance 
ofG-d's sovereignty, as he immersed 
himself totally in its recitation. 
chanting softly with the trop (cantil
lation). Years ago when he would go 
to a hotel for a brief summer vaca-

tion. laymen would often gather in 
front of the porch to gaze at the devo
tion with which he recited Tehillim 
early in the morning. 

Those who were privileged to take 
part in the minyan in his apartment 
during periods of illness could see 
clearly how he ignored pain and 
infirmity during his tefillos. He al
ways davened every word from a 
Siddurand, when his vision troubled 
him, his students made enlarged 
Xerox pages of a Siddur for him. 
During periods of excruciatingly 
painful sciatica attacks, when stand
ing was an agony for him and he 
needed assistance to rise from his 
chair, he insisted on standing for 
Baruch She'amar and then, a few 
minutes later, getting up again for 
Mizmor L'Sodah and, of course, for 
the ShemonehEsreL He would stand 
again for Modim D'Rabbanan. Des
pite the pain in his back, he main
tained his contant practice of bow
ing very deeply during Shemoneh 
Esrei. Few of us can truly compre
hend how it is possible for an ordi
nary mortal to feel so keenly the 
presence of G-d that he negates his 
self during his prayers. but anyone 
who watched Reb Moshe pray saw it 
happen. 

THE MOST IMPORTANT LEGACY 

T here is a tendency to mythol
ogize our gedolim and tum 
them into legends. This Is 

understandable but wrong. It makes 
for reverence and marvelous narra
tives, but it frees us from the obliga
tion to learn from them. We cannot 
make miracles. We cannot memo
rize the entire Torah. All we can do is 
tell stories and shake our heads 
sadly. saying. "Oh. what great people 
we used to have. Too bad we can't be 
like that." 
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At 9:50 p.m. the light over his shtender flickered 
and went out. 

But Reh Moshe's memoiy has 
much more to teach us than the 
unattainable. His faith, piety, unsel
fishness, responsibility to Kial. love 
oflsrael, and humility were not G-d
given gifts. They were human 
achievements and as such, they are 
in reach of others, as well. In the 
words of his son, Reh Reuvain: "My 
father's deepest desire was to bring 
peace to Jewish life. If he could speak 
to us now, that is what he would tell 
us." His awesome command of Torah 
was not inborn. His phenomenal 
mind was a heavenly gift, but it was 
his total appreciation of this gift 

Tombstone on Har Menuchos. 

The funeral procession in the U.S. 
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The funeral procession in Jerusalem. 

that made him the gaon and posetk 
whose writings will be studied and 
whose decisions will be consulted 
for generations. 

• • • 
His last words encapsule the theme 

of his life. As the ambulance was 
speeding him to the hospital he 
reputedly said, "lch hob mehr nischt 
kein ko'ach." I have no more 
strength. It was about 8:50 p.m. An 
hour later, he was gone. 

How much strength had he had 
for the last several years? Veiy little, 
but whatever strength was left him 
was devoted to Hashem Yisbomch. 
to Torah and to Kial Yisroel. As long 
as he had strength-any strength
his service continued. He would not 
stop working at his full capacity, as 
he had for ninety-one years. And 
then he had no more strength. 

At that moment, the Beis Midmsh 
of his yeshiva in Staten Island was 
filled with bachurtm and young men 
fervently reciting Tehillim, implor
ing G-d to spare him. At 9:50 p.m., 
the fixture over his shtender.flick
ered and went out.A bachurreached 
over to adjust the bulb. It glowed for 
a moment and went out, again. 

• • • 
He had no more strength and the 

light went out. 
The next day, Taanis Esther, 

150,000 people crowded the Lower 
East Side to bid him farewell. On 
Shushan Purim in Jerusalem, 
300,000 people escorted him to his 
final rest on Har Hamenuchos, the 
largest levayah since the time of 
Rabban Yochanan hen Zakkal. 

A student of Beth Medrosh Govo
ha in Lakewood told his father, 
"Since I was .old enough to go to 
levayos and hespeidim of gedolim, I 
would hear speakers say that now 
we are like orphans. But I never felt 
like an orphan because I knew Reh 
Moshe was here. Now I am an 
orphan." 

They both cried.• 
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Remembering the Rosh Yeshiva 
The following anecdotes are excerpts from a longer work of 

reminiscences about Rabbi Moshe Feinstein 711 ::n, 
by Rabbi Nathan Lomner, former principal of Mesivta Tifereth Jerusalem, 

who knew the Rosh Hayeshiva since 1938, 
when Rabbi Lomner entered the yeshiva as a young talmid. 

Reb Moshe delivering a shiur tn Mesivta T(fereth Jerusalem. 

The Suit Distribution 

Mr. Louis M. Friedman, in addi
tion to supporting the Yeshiva 
generously with his money. 

would come to the Yeshiva a few weeks 
before Pesach, with a large truck fully 
loaded with new, first-quality suits, 
shoes, shirts, ties, caps, socks, under
wear and tzitzis (he didn't forget any· 
thing) to make some one hundred needy 
youngsters happy. 

My first year in the Yeshiva, the admin
isration organized an assembly in honor 
of Mr. Friedman and the clothes distri
bution, which was to be followed by a 
dinner in the lunchroom. The shul was 
crowded with people from the teeming 
Jewish East Side. The poverty stricken 
boys, of whom I was one of the most 
prominent members, were sitting in a 
section to the left, the ladies' section 
filled with women, was to the right, and 
the rest of the shul was filled with the 

Board of Directors. baale-battim, mem
bers, parents and whoever else decided 
to come. In the back were tables heaped 
high with the clothes to be distributed to 
the boys. 

1'he President of the Yeshiva spoke, 
praising Mr. Fiiedman profusely, Before 
ending, he turned to the boys and sug·· 
gested that they too show their apprecia
tion by rising in honor of Mr. Friedman. 
'rhere was an embarrassed hesitancy on 
the part of the boys to stand up in front of 
so many people. None of the boys made a 
move. 

But this whole episode lasted no longer 
than a moment. 1'he Rosh Hayeshiva 
(Reb Moshe), sitting in the front of the 
shul, sensed the boys' discomfort, and 
instantly stood up. The baale battim. 
seeing the Rosh Hayeshiva standing in 
front of the shul,stood up too. The Board 
of Directors stood up. ~rhe women stood 
up. Everyone in the shul stood up. Natu
rally. the boys too, with the reason for 
their self-consciousness gone, were now 

standing with everyone else. Even Mr. 
Friedman. who was basically a humble 
man; felt embarrassed at being the only 
one left sitting. He too stood up givtng 
the impression that everyone's rising 
was in honor of some other Mr. Fried
man. 

Erev Yam Kippur 

0 ne Erev Yorn Kippur after Min
cha, the Bets Midrash was prac
tically empty. Everyone had hur

ried home to eat the Seudas Majsekes 
and prepare for the Yorn Hakadosh. I 
noticed the Rosh Ha yeshiva in the back 
of the shul together with the old Sha
mash. I went closer and saw the Rosh 
Hayeshiva helping the Sha mash empty 
the money from the multitude of tze
daka plates on the large back table. each 
into its own envelope, to put them away 
for the various Mosdos for which they 
were designated, When the Rosh Haye
shiva noticed me, he explained .. He (the 



Shamash), too, has to go home to eat and 
get ready." 

On another Erev Yorn Kippur after 
Mincha, I was walking home with him 
along East Broadway when he said, "Let's 
stop off in that house. There lives the 
bed-ridden old Rav of Boyan (as distinct 
from the Old Boyanner Rebbe, who also 
lived on East Broadway). It's Erev Yorn 
Kippurand probably no one has time for 
him." When we came upstairs. it was 
exactly as he said. The Rav's daughter 
was bus~' in the kitchen while the old 
Rav was lying in bed with no one Visiting 
or tending to him. The Rosh Hayeshiva 
sat down and spoke to the Rav, as if he 
had all the time in the world, until he 
finally blessed the now smiling Rav with 
a Ref uah Shleima and a Chasimah Tova, 
and left. 

The Spilled Ink 

S hortly after World War II. the 
Shulsinger Bros. Publishing Co. 
published a beautiful Shas, retail

ing for some $200, an average month's 
wages. The Rosh Hayeshiva was among 
the first to purchase the Shas. 

While using one of his new Gemoros to 
look up something for a pieceofTorah he 
was writing, he momentarily left the 
room. He had been using a plain dip-in 
pen and a bottle of ink. While he was out, 
one of his talrnidimaccidentallyknocked 
over the bottle of ink on the brand new 
Gemora. 

The talmid was mortified, and others 
who were present were equally dismayed. 
Just then the Rosh Hayeshiva returned. 
Immediately perceiving what had trans
pired. the Rosh Hayeshiva promptly 
broke out in a pleasant smile and said 
with complete sincerity that the Gemora 
looked beautiful, in fact even more beau
tiful than before. With that. he went back 
to his writing with the usual kind ex
pression of his face, as if absolutely 
nothing had occurred. 

The Urgent Meeting 

0 nee the Rosh Hayeshtva and the 
talmid accompanying him were 
rushing to an important meet

ing; they were already quite late. A poor 
elderly Jew stopped them for a donation, 
and then started to talk about his prob
lems. The Rosh Hayeshiva gave him 
several dollars and then stood listening 
to him as if he had all the time in the 
world. 'fhe talmid was wondering if per
haps the Rosh Hayeshiva had con
cluded that they were too late for the 
meeting. 

Finally the poor Jew was finished and 
the Rosh Hayeshiva started to walk 
even more quickly than before. The tal
mid asked him, 'Why did the Rosh Ha
yeshiva stand and listen? Couldn't he 
just have given the money and gone on, 
since we're in such a rush?" The Rosh 
Hayeshiva answered that listening to 
someone unburden his heart is worth 
more to the person than the money. 

TheBechina 

I 
was teaching an unusually good 
class in Mesivta Tifereth Jerusalem 
and I inVited the Rosh Ha yeshiva to 

test my boys on Perek Eilu Metzios. 
The Rosh Hayeshiva asked the class. 

'What if someone sees two lost objects, 
one belonging to his father and one 
belonging to his Rebbi. which must he 
return first? Why?" and other related 
questions, which the boys easily ans
wered. It seemed that he was intent on 
impressing my class with the impor
tance of their Rebbi. 

Then, his line of questioning took a 
completely different turn. He asked the 
class, "How does Hashem interfere in 
our lives?" One of the talmidim ans
wered very simply that if it weren't for the 
command of Hashem to learn Torah. he 
could be outside playing ball. "But how 
does Hashem interfere in your playing 
ball?'' he asked. The whole class was 
stumped. After a pause the Rosh Haye
shiva answered that Jewish children 
must not play like others do. They should 
not join gangs, fight. use foul language. 
or lie. The rules of the Torah must never 
be forgotten, they must always be ad
hered to and must supersede the rules of 
playing ball. 

Apparently the Rosh Hayeshiva had 
become aware of gang fights and hoolig
anism among youngsters of the general 
population and he felt that he could not 
be obliVious to it. 

The Sixth Grade Din Torah 

I was still teaching the sixth grade; 
one of my talmidim found a do11ar in 
the classroom and since we were 

learning "Eilu Metzios," it offered an 
ideal opportunity to put our learning 
into practice. 

Although money does not have a simon 
(a mark or sign) by which the loser could 
identify it to regain it. the Gemora does 
say that the makom (the place where it 
was lost) and the minyan (the amount 
lost) are also simonim. I therefore had 
the finder announce to the class that he 
had found money, so that the loser could 
prove it his by stating how much it was 
and where it was lost. However, before 
anyone had a chance to claim the find. 
one of the talmidim raised his hand and 
announced that he had seen the finder 
pick up a dollar in front of the lockers. 

Another talmid then raised his hand 
and claimed that he had Jost the dollar 
and that it must have fallen out of his 
pocket when he took out the key to open 
his locker. To this, the finder reiorted 
that the claimant had just heard the 
announcement that a dollar was found 
in front of the lockers and therefore he 
doesn't believe it was really his. 

Now it had become a case beyond my 
ability to handle and it ended up in the 
Rosh Ha yeshiva's court. 

After listening to both sides the Rosh 
Hayeshiva commented that it was not 
nice to suspect the loser of fraudulently 
claiming the dollar. for he didn't think 
that a yeshiva bachurwould say it was 
his unless it was actually so. However, 
the finder cannot be made to return the 
dollar, since the simonim the loser gave 
were publicly known. and therefore not 
valid. 

At this point I was under the impres
sion that the case was over and was 
ready to take the boys back to class. But 
before I could make a move, the Rosh 
Hayeshiva did an unexpected thing that 
settled the case to everyone's satisfac
tion. He took a dollar bill out of his pocket 
and in his usual gentle and sincere 
manner said that here was a dollar that 
he didn't need and that he wanted the 
loser to have it. When the finder saw that 
the Rosh Hayeshiva so completely be
lieved the claimant. that he wanted to 
give him his own dollar, he immediately 
exclaimed, '"If the Rosh Hayeshiva be
lieves him, I believe him too and I'll give 
him back the dollar." 

Now, I thought. for sure this case was 
over. "No," the Rosh Hayeshiva insisted. 
''You keep your dollar and you take this 
dollar. Both of you should have a dollar." 
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Rabbi Malkiel Kotler 
Beth M0irash Govoha 
Rabbi Henoch Lebowitz 

Rabbi Michel Barenbaurn 
Mashgiach Ruchani 
Mesivt.ha Tifer(>th Jerusalem 

Rabbi Shmuel Berenbaum 
Mirrer Yeshiva 

Rabbi Leib Bakst 
Y!"shiva GedoJa ol Detroil 

Rabbi Shmuel Avigdor Faivelson 
Bais M!"drash L'Torah of Momey 

Rabbi Naftali Friedler 
Yf'shivas Ner Yisroe! Toronro 

Rabbi Yitzchok Feigelstock 
Yeshiva ol Long Beach 

Rabbi Mordecai Gifter 
Te/she Yeshiva 

Rabbi Tuvia Goldstein 
Yeshiva Emek Ha!acha 
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Mirrer Yeshiva 
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M!'>ifta Torah Vodaath 
Rabbi Yisroel Perkow,ki 
Yeshiva Ba is Ha Talmud 
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Ye;/Hv<h RabbPinu Chaim Bl'rlin 
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Rabbi f.liyahu Svei 
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Did we lighten his burden 
when he was among us? 

His selfless service to us and all of Kial 
Yisroel was legendary. However, teaching 
and disseminating Torah was his primary 
concern. His two Yeshivas - Mesivtha 
Tifereth Jerusalem and the Resident 
Division, the Yeshiva of Staten Island -
were the "apple of his eye." Their support 
was on his shoulders. More time for us, 
left less time for their financial needs, We 
cannot imagine the anguish he felt 
because of their plight. How much lighter 
would his burden have been if all those 
who needed and revered him, would 
have shared his concern for his yeshivas 
and supported them adequately so their 
immense deficit would not now threaten 
their existence? 

How can we now 
rectify our neglect? 

The Gedolei Yisroel have proclaimed a 
Kofer Nefesh Campaign so that every 
single Jewish family can have the 
responsibility and opportunity to con
tribute at least $100 to 

• Wipe out the accumulated deficit 
that endangers his yeshivas 

• Assure the continued existence of 
his citadels of Torah 

R,bbi Leivi Krupenia Yelhiva Merkaz Ha Torah of Montreal 
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Rabbi Avraham Chaim Feuer 

''BAS KOL:' 
HEAVENLY VOICES 

... AND THE 
CALL TO TESHUVA 

T he sound of the shojar, ac
cording to the Rambam, is a 
call for teshuva, bidding the 

Jew to "wake up from your slumber." 
Does it have such an effect on us? 

There was a time when a Jew in 
search of guidance approached a 
Navi, a prophet, whose clarity of 
vision was so supertor that he could 
counsel the petitioner in his spirit
ual quest. and direct him in matertal 
concerns with equal effectiveness. 
Following the close of the Era of the 
Prophets, some 2400 years ago, peo
ple were guided by the Bas Kol. Has 
that ever been our expertence? 

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said, 
"Eveiy day a Bas Kol emanates from 
Mount Horeb (Sinai) and wails. Woe 
unto the people because of their 

Rabbi Feuer is Rav of Congregation Ohr Chaim 
in Miami Beach, producer of the Mlshna Yomit 
Torah Tapes, and author of the Art Scroll Tehillim 
translation and commentary. 
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insult to Torah!'" (Avos 6, 2). How 
many of us ever hear this Bas Kol? 

Charting our way through life is 
not different from the groping of a 
blind man in unfamiliar terrain. The 
world around us is most appro
priately called "olam," which liter
ally means "concealment"-because 
G-d has deliberately hidden Himself 
from our awareness and challenges 
us to find Him. G-d hides behind a 
thick curtain called "nature,'' which 
would lead us to believe that all life 
evolves on its own. G-d further dis
guises Himselfbehind a mask called 
"histoiy,'' which would allow us to 
imagine that man is master of his 
own destiny. If man relies upon mere 
observation. he is destined to be 
misguided, never to arrive at the 
truth. So we must abandon use of 
our "eyes" and open our ears, our 
spiritual ears, and listen for the 
sounds of truth. 

Man does have the ability to pick 
up clues to guide himself in blind 
situations-in the physical sense as 
well as in the spiritual. For example. 
in the early days of aviation. fliers 
were confronted with overwhelming 
navigational difficulties. With little 
more than the naked eye to rely 
upon, pilots were often virtually fly
ing blind. 

Then, Lieutenant Jimmy Doolittle 
developed the radio beacon to con
trol and direct flight. In simple terms. 
the radio beacon works by emitting 
blips of sound aimed along a specific 
flight path. As long as the pilot and 
plane remain in that path, their 
radio receiver will pick up this sound 
in a certain intensity.Any deviation 
from the prescribed path causes a 
variation or distortion of the blip 
sound. 

Lt. Doolittle put his navigation 
system to a dramatic test: thick fog 
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The "Bas Kol" no longer speaks to us as it did in 
earlier times, but Divine messages are still being 

conveyed to us. All that is required is that we be open 
to these directives. 

enveloped the testing ground at Mit
chell Airfield. With the cockpit of his 
plane covered with a hood. Doolittle 
made a flight of several miles and 
returned for a bumpy landing di
rected only by his new radio beacon 
(see Flight Life Science Library). 

Man's long journey through the 
labyrinth of life is very similar to 
Doolittle's brief blind flight. Re
member, a Jew covers his eyes every 
day and proclaims that he follows 
his ears:* "Hear, Oh Israel, Hashem 
is ourG-d. Hashem is One!" Through 
careful listening, man can pick up 
signals meant to guide him in the 
direction of his progress through 
life. 

WHEN THE "BAS KOL" CALLS 

G is consistently sending us 
essages. From the very 
oment of conception. when 

the first spark of life is kindled. G-d 
speaks to us, and so does He con
tinue to speak to us until that mo
ment when we close our eyes and 
return the spark oflife to Him. Some 
messages are general, others are 
personal and are designed with pre
cision for each individual and his 
intimate needs: Instructions.Advice. 
Solutions. Warnings. Promises. Com 
fort. Solace. Hope. 

A friend once complained to me in 
a tone of voice that betrayed a trace 
of bitterness and frustration: "I just 
know that G-d is trying to tell me 
something, and I am perfectly will
ing to obey. but He doesn't make 
Himself clear! I wish He'd post His 
messages on a bulletin board sorr1e
where!" 

My friend was not so far afield in 
his demands, for G-d really does 
*in sacred literature. human vision is often 
equated with superficial judgrnent ("Do not go 
astray after your hearts and your eyes"--Krias 
Shma). while hearing denotes comprehension 
( ''Tishme'u va'a sisem-listen and you wlll do"). 
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make Himself clear, all the time. But 
is my friend really listening as care
fully as he claims? And does he want 
to understand the messages? 

The prophet Isaiah told the lost 
Jews of his generation: 

"If you truly desire. you shall hear . .. 
because the mouth of G-d has spoken!" 

(Isaiah 1, 19-20 I 

But lest we be misled into think
ing that G-d only speaks to the 
chosen few prophets, Isaiah himself 
emphasizes that G-d communicates 
with everyone. To be sure. G-d speaks 
to the prophets more clearly and 
directly-"from the front" so to 
speak; whereas to everyone else lie 
speaks less directly-"from behind." 
The Talmud (Megil1a 32A) teaches: 

Rabbi Yochanan said: From where do we 
know that a person can rely upon a Bas 
Kol, a heavenly voice, and confidently fol
low its directives? This is derived from 
the words of the prophet (Isaiah 30, 21) 
who proclaimed: "And you shall hear a 
message from behind you saying, 'This is 
the pathjoryou to.follow, do not deviate 

.from it to the right or to the left.' "And the 
way to recognize this Bas Kol is that it is 
an unusual and unexpected voice, which 
repeats it.self again and again. saying 
Yes, yes!' or 'No. no!'" 

Elsewhere, the Talmud (Sanhed
rin ! la, et al) teaches: 
The Rabbis taught: When the last pro
phets (Chagai, Zecharya and Malachi) 
died, the lioly Spirit of Prophecy was 
withdrawn (from Israel). Nevertheless, 
they were st.ill granted the use of the Bas 
Kol. 

"Bas Kol" literally means "a 
daughter voice" or "a voice for a 
daughter." A father sends his beloved 
daughterout into a dangerous world. 
The father does not slam the door 
behind his daughter and promptly 
forget about her. He frets over her 
constantly, and he keeps in touch 
with her. He calls out after her. He 
sends her letters: "My dear, be care
ful." "Avoid that pitfall." "Follow this 
road to success." Similarly, our 
Father in Heaven has sent His be
loved children out into a hostile 
world. Israel is G-d's precious 
daughter and He constantly worries 
about her fate. G-d cries out to us 
constantly. 

During those years immediately 
following the Era of Prophecy, the 
spiritual giants who then strode the 
earth actually heard voices that cried 
out to them. 'Yes! Yes!" and "No! 
No!"-words of guidance and in
struction from a loving Father. King 
David describes this relationship 
when he sings of G-d's message to 
Israel-"Hear, Oh daughter. and see! 
and let our ears be most attentive" 
( Tehillim, 45, 11 ) .... Take note of the 
order of the instruction: Don't look 
before you listen. First "hear," and 
then "see." 

The Jerusalem Talmud(Shabbos 
6:9) illustrates how the Rabbis de
tected the guiding voice of Heaven in 
the guise of everyday voices. 

Bar Kappara was visiting a town, 
and as he entered, he stubbed his 
toe. He was concerned lest this initial 
mishap be the precursor of worse 
things to come. But he was com-
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farted when he heard the voice of a 
child reciting the verse, "lf he enters 
with his body he shall leave with 
his body." (Shemos 22;3). He said, 
"In Heaven they are informing me 
that it is this suffering alone that I 
must endure. I shall leave as healthy 
as I entered." 

Rabbi Yochanan and Reish Lak
ish shared a deep longing to make 
the arduous trip from Eretz Yisroel 
to Babylonia to meet the renowned 
scholar Shmuel. Since they were 
unsure of the success of their trip, 
they decided: 'We will follow the gui · 
dance of the Bas Kol." They passed 
by a school and heard the voice of a 
child studying the verse, ''And 
Shmuel (Samuel the Prophet) died!' 
(I Samuel 25,1.) They took note of the 

time and later discovered that. in
deed, the scholar Shmuel had passed 
away at precisely that moment. 

Rabbi Yonaand Rabbi Yosa visited 
Rabbi Acha, who was very ill. They 
were deeply troubled by the rabbi's 
condition, so they said to one 
another, "Let us follow the guidance 
of the Bas Kol. "They heard the voice 
of a woman, as if asking her friend, 
"Has the lamp gone out yet?"-to 
which her friend responded. "No, the 
lamp has not been extinguished. nor 
will the lamp of Israel be extin
guished." This was a sign lo the 
Rabbis that Rabbi Acha, the Torah 
luminary, would recover. 

The Jerusalem Talmud con
cludes: In the world of the future, a 
Bas Kol will reverberate and pene-

trate into the homes of the righteous 
proclaiming: 'Whoever acted right
eouslywith G-d may now come forth 
to claim his just reward!" 

This, of course. is measure for 
measure. The righteous strained 
theirspititual ears to hearthe Divine 
guidance provided by the Bas Kol 
in this world. so it is most appro
priate that the Bas Kol will be the 
medium chosen to announce their 
good fortune in the World of Reward. 

DIVINE INPUT 
IN HUMAN DECISIONS 

T he Bas Kol as such is no 
longer heard as an identifi
able voice, but G-d still com

municates with His children-

I IGROTH MOSHE J 
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6 volumes 6" x 9" ... $65.00 
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speaking not to our ears but to our 
souls, in the most intimate tone of 
voice, like that of a concerned father 
speaking lovingly to his cherished 
daughter, guiding us in our deci
sion-making process .... There has 
been much speculation as to just 
exactly what goes on inside the mind 
of a person when he finally arrives at 
a decision. At first he is confronted 
by so bewildering an array of options 
that making a choice can be an 
agonizing task. At the outset there 
is hesitation and doubt. But finally, 
somehow, some way, something 
clicks. He breaks out of the strangle·· 
hold of indecision and arrives at a 
firm and definite conclusion. What 
happened?What transformed doubt 
into decision? 

Rabbi Eliyahu Eliezer Dessler '"" 
(Michtav M'Eliyahu I} discusses this 
phenomenon and explains that G-d 
actively plants ideas in our minds, 
often in direct response to our pray· 
ers. After having examined all possi
bilities. we clear our rninds of Ollf 

own intentions and pray: "Endow us 

graciously from Yourself with wis· 
dom, insight and discernment" 
(Amida). Then, when an idea does 
enter our mind, it is not the product 
of creative inspiration or frenetic 
perspiration. It is guidance from G·d. 

In truth, G-d indicates His direc
tives straight to our souls. The prob· 
lem is that we often choose to ignore 
Him. We follow our "eyes," not our 
"ears," and what our eyes perceive 
can be confusing. So we muddle on 
and struggle with indecision and 
despair ... or choose to choose in
judiciously. Should the moment 
come, however, when we finally do 
pay attention to the voice from with· 
in-the guidance of the Yeitzer Tov, 
man's positive inclination-it is in 
keeping with the passage in Mishlei: 
"Many are the thoughts in the heart 
of man, but the counsel of G·d shall 
prevail" (19, 21) .... By acting in 
accordance with G-d's guidance, one 
is spared from the pain of the con· 
ventional interpretation of this 
verse, referring to when G·d's coun
sel overrules man's choice. 
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A BAS KOL FOR EVERYONE 

T here are several types of Bas· 
Kol proclamations meant for 
all of us even today. For 

example, the Talmud teaches (Sotah 
2A): 

"Forty days before the formation of the 
embryo (i.e., at the moment of concep
tion), a Bas Kol goes forth to proclaim: 
"fhe daughter of so-and-so shall many 
so-and-so. This house is designated for 
so-and-so. This field is designated for 
so-and-so:" 

Regarding this phenomenon, the 
Chazon !sh '"" asks: 'What is the 
purpose of this heavenly voice? Does 
anyone hear it?" He answers that 
the heavenly voice, once issued, does 
not terminate,* until one fine day 
the young man meets a young 
woman ... and (in due time) a small 
voice from within informs each of 
them, "This is the one!" At that 
moment each of them has finally 
heard the heavenly Bas Kol issued 
so many years before. The couple 
now "decides" to abide by G-d's pre
natal decision. So explains the 
Chazon !sh. 

But make no mistake, a person 
can stubbornly refuse to pay heed to 
the Divine voice. A young man may 
have his heart set upon marrying a 
girl of wealth, of position, of beauty. 
He simply will not hear of anything 
else. So his predestined match may 
stand right before him and the Di· 
vine message will ring in his ears, yet 
he will remain oblivious to it because 
he flatly refuses to hear. He is look· 
ing for affluence, for power, for 
beauty, not llstening for guidance. 
So he may never find his pre-des· 
tined wife. 

As for the couples who did listen 
to the voice in their hearts, which led 
them to the chupn, the Bas Kol does 
not cease there. To the contrary, that 
is just the beginning. The marriage 
partners must continue to hear the 
instructions of the Bas Kol, for that 
is the essence of that elusive, mysti
cal factor that permits marriage to 
endure and flourish. As time goes 

•This explanation reconciles an apparent con
tradiction with a slightly different version of the 
above account, which appears In Moed Kattan 
(I Bbl: ·'Each and every day a Bas Kol goes forth 
to proclaim that the daughter of so-and-so shall 
many so-and-so:· 
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on, the heavenly voice grows louder, 
and their feelings for each other 
grow deeper. 

Tragically, marriage partners 
sometimes allow themselves to be 
distracted. and they tune-out the 
message of the Bas Kol. They stop 
using their inner ears and they begin 
looking. They develop a new set of 
values, create different ideals in their 
minds, and they discover new goals 
for marriage. They grow deaf to the 
guidance of that Divine voice, and 
their marriage is doomed to disinteg
rate in silence to indifference. 

G-d sends His very first message 
regarding a person at the moment of 
conception. when the initial spark of 
life is kindled, to demonstrate that 
the very essence of life involves 
communication with G-d. And G-d's 
messages tell us not only whom we 
will marry, but also where we will 
make our homes, where we will work. 
what will be the fields of our lives' 
endeavors. The list goes on and on. 
for ilis all-encompassing. The major 
requirement is that the receiver of 
the messages be open to their di
rectives. 

CALLS TO CONSCIENCE 

N ot every Bas Kol is directed to 
a specific individual. For in
stance, Rabbi Yehoshua ben 

Levi said: "Each and every day a Bas 
Kol. a heavenly voice. emanates from 
Mt. Horeb proclaiming and saying: 
Woe to the people. because of their 
insult to Torah!' For whoever does 
not occupy himself with the study of 
Torah is called 'Rebuked'. .. but who
ever is engaged in Torah studies be
comes elevated ... " (PirkeiAvos6,2). 

The Bas Kol reverberates all day, 
every day, but the din of the world is 
so loud that no one seems to hear it 
and no one seems to care-no one 
but the Torah scholars. The House of 
Study is an island of serenity in the 
midst of a frenzied. deafening world. 
The urgings of the Bas Kol to apply 
one's self to Torah fills the Beis 
Hamidrash and stirs the hearts of 
every scholar to redouble his dili
gence for his studies. Who can relax, 
who can waste a moment with such 
a pleading. prodding echo re-sound
ing from within? 

Continued on page 42 
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But the higher he flew the 
more he searched. For meaning, for 
answers, for understanding. He began 
learning Torah at age 24 and 
hasn't stopped. 

of determin. 

BRI 
THI 

for over 2,CX 

Dear Naomi, 
Sorry I didn't explain about Nochum's 

involvement with MIFAL HASHAS - I 
thought the whole world knew about it 
already. 

n 
SCHOi 

Anyway, in addition to his regular 
daily "sedorim," Nochum also learns 30 
blatt of Gemora each month in order to 
qualify for participation in MIFAL HASHAS. 

On or about every Rosh Chodesh, 
Nochum takes a 3 hour written exam ... 

He introduced me to everyone 
in shul it seemed. I blushed when he called 
me his "chavrusa" (study partner), and I 
tried to explain that we only learn 
together on the bus to and from the 

L-~~-c--:;-:-c--c-C-C-C-"T-:;.-;-,__.. MIFAL HASHAS bechina. Instead of 
erribarrassment from my "non-chassidic" look, Motte! 

seemed proud that our bond was Torah. Pure and everlasting. 
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Eery morning 
long before the tar-covered streets 
of Afula are baked with sunshine, 

a phenomenal tale unfolds. Boruch, age 
12, is stirred by the loving touch of his 

father, Reb Yisroel. It is time to 
learn for Mila! Hashas. The clock 

reads 4:00 AM. 

Of course 
Henoch is a special bocher. There 

MUST be something exceptional about 
a 12 year old boy who will finish Shas in 

a few years. But to tell the truth, hardly 
anyone even knew that Henoch was in 

Mifal Hashas until a short while ago. He 
is so careful about not showing off. 

We goto 
the Bechina (test) together each month. 

Last month my shver (father-in-law) 
surprised us and came here to Netanya 

for the test, instead of Yerushalayim. I 
was a little embarrassed when a local 

newspaper photographer wanted to take 

a picture of 3 doros (generations) in one ::···~·('·~.,·~·"·~~--ciP:---;;:;::-:---;;;;::=~/,., 
Mila! Hashas family! But we all felt a little proud V\lhlin 

saw the picture in the paper a week later. 
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All men have the capacity to receive 
heavenly urgings and guidance. but 
for the most part we are usually so 
petty. so selfish, so small that our 
receiving band is veiy narrow and it 
is limited to our personal concerns. 
In the company of the Torah scho
lars and tzaddikim, it is far easier to 
hear the Heaven-sent messages. for 
these men put the needs of others 
before their own. They expand their 
spheres of interest to include all 
men, not unlike the huge satellite 
dishes that pick up a very broad 
range of signals. Often. a simple per
son will hear nothing, yet the tzad
dik will sense the Heavenly directive 
intended for the groping individual, 
and the tzaddik will share the mes
sage with him. 

There are. of course, exceptions. 
There are times when a Jew is sud
denly filled with remorse for some 
specific action orfor his general way 
of life. and resolves to improve him· 
self. These hirhurei teshuva. these 

unexpected pangs of conscience. 
says the Baal Shem Tau HaKadosh, 
come from his having heard the 
daily Bas Kol emanating from Horeb 
bewailing the sad status of Torah. In 
fact. says the Baal Shem. other un
expected responses are triggered by 
other Bas Kai's. suddenly received 
by the spiritual ears of the searching 
soul. Thus, one may suggest.* the 
baal teshuva who feels drawn to the 
Kosel (Western Wall) by a magnet
ism so strong he cannot ignore it. 
the bon vivant or secular intellectual 
who is suddenly repelled by his 
empty way of life. and rejects it for 
Torah~he too is responding to a 
message picked up by an inner ear. a 
message emanating from a ledge 
overlooking the abyss. shouted by 
the sons of Korach: Chazal say that 
Korach's sons are known to be alive, 
perched on a ledge somewhere be
tween the earth's crust and Gehin-

*Heard frmn Rabbi Yaakov Perlow. The Novo
minsker Rebbe, N"D''.7V. 
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nom, from where they shout. "Moshe 
is true. his Torah is true, and these 
(the followers of Korach) are but 
frauds!" (Sanhedrin 110).Whohears 
them there? Perhaps no one does. 
But the individual struck by repul
sion for hedonism or materialism. 
attracted to the spirituality of Juda
ism~he hears their call. 

Tragically, many people believe 
that they are alert to receive gui
dance from above, yet their recep
tion is poor, for they are also inter
ested in picking up other messages, 
as well. They are like viewers who 
simply lack the perseverance to stay 
tuned to one channel. They con
stantly turn the dial, hopping from 
frequency to frequency. They may 
well find the summons to a life of 
kedusha (sanctity) enchanting. but 
other calls. such as urgent crtes to 
fulfill matetial or emotional needs. 
can be equally bewitching. And so 
the poor fellow is busy changing 
channels, and the Divine message is 
distorted, never fully received. 

One must reach out to G-d if one 
seeks to be profoundly touched by 
His words. One must be in a state of 
readiness, and then maintain that 
state as the directives come in. Oth
erwise one is destined to stumble 
through a blurred and muffled world. 

ARISE WITH THE SHOFAR 

T o be sure. our Father in 
Heaven does not want His 
confused children to stray 

aimlessly. As a New Year begins. G-d 
gives His children a fresh opportunity 
to find their way back to Him. One's 
receptive capacity may be "turned 
off," indifferent. out of range. or 
simply unfocused. This is of little 
consequence. Out of His deep love 
and profound concern. G-d reaches 
out to His children to lead them 
back, with the call of the shofar. 

The blast of the shofar overwhelms 
the soul: "Blessed are You, HASHEM 

our G-d, King of the Universe ... who 
commanded us to listen to the sound 
of the shofar." The ear hears the 
sound of the ram's horn, but the soul 
is listening too, and it hears sounds 
emanating from G-d: A new year of 
Divine transmission has begun. 
ushered in by the shofar's call: Rosh 
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Hashana is the anniversary of the 
creation of Adam, the first man, and 
with the advent of human life, Di
vine communication began. We pray 
as we listen to the shofar: "HASHEM, 

my beloved Father, please help me to 
stay in touch with Your voice. Let 
me not be distmcted. Keep me awake, 
keep me alert, all year long." 

There are other messages in the 
call of the shofar: The responsive 
Hineni of Avmham Avinu when he 
willingly offered his beloved son 
Yitzchak as a sacrifice. and later 

Yes! You can dance 
at two weddings! 

when, with equal devotion, he sub
stituted the ram for Yitzchak .. 
echoes of the shofar at Sinai when 
all Jewish souls responded with 'We 
will do and we will listen" ... remind
ers of the Prophets' urgings to te
shuva, to faithfulness to G-d, to 
strive for perfection ... harbingers of 
the ram's horn that will call together 
all the exiled children of G-d to return 
to Him in His Land ... telling of the 
advent of Moshiach. 

The Yerushalmi (Rosh Hashana) 
urges us to stay awake all through 

the day on Rosh Hashana, '', .. be
cause if one falls asleep on the first 
day of the year, his heavenly spirit 
will be asleep all year long." If the 
stirring call of the shofar on Rosh 
Hashana does not arouse one's soul. 
how will any other messages arouse 
it during the year? Indeed. there'sno 
more auspicious time than Rosh 
Hashana to fine-tune the sensitivity 
of our neshama 's receptors, no more 
opportune time to listen to the in
sistent urgings that we be all that we 
are meant to be .. if we but listen.• 

/6.5./1<6 I<' /6p /6N 
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\\'hile you're celebrating here, you can do one more thing to make 
your wedding the most beautiful, as well as meaningfi.11 day of your life! 

Help Yad Eliezer make a wedding in Israel for a Choson and Kallah 
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What a great guarantee that all your anniversaries be golden ones! 
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Mrs. F. Diskind 

GENERAL 
STUDIES 
IN THE 

SCHOOLS WITHOUT PRECEDENT 

C on template the growth of your yeshiva and. Bais 
Yaakov schools in America these past fifty years. 
What would Reb Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz '"" 

say ifhe could see the fruits of his pioneering efforts! How 
Sara Schenirer would marvel at the number of girls 
receiving quality education from Pre-I-A through post
seminary! It is truly remarkable when one thinks of how 
much Old World-quality chinuch. previously limited to 
another generation on other continents, is nowflowering 
in the United States. 

The genentl studies in our schools are another matter, 
primarily because there is no yeshiva or Bais Yaakov 
precedent of a secular syllabus for our schools to draw 
from. In effect, many a Torah institution models its 
afternoon program after the secular public schools. 
Mrs. FaigaDiskind, MA .. C.C.C.,lives in Lakewood,N!·· w?ere herl1usband is 
a member of the Kolle!. She is certified as a principal 1n the Stale of New 
Jersey. is Director of the Central Jersey Speech and Hearing Center, and has 
taught Limudei Kodesh at various levels. 
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YESHIVA 
Benefits and 
Booby 'Ii'aps 

Moreover. curricula in many instances are dictated by 
state and/or local educational standards. Accreditation 
of schools and acquisition of high school diplomas may 
be impossible in some states without following a pres
cribed syllabus. Thus, our schools use their books and 
focus on their great personalities, their thought ques
tions, and their areas of stress, often at the expense of 
basic Torah attitudes. True, religious teachers in the 
genentl studies classroom will exercise some caution and 
discretion. But, in the final analysis, how many are 
equipped or motivated to constantly analyze and then 
reconstruct a lesson, foregoing what is already prepared 
in the textbooks, workbooks and teachers' manuals? 

There is, however, enough flexibility in educational 
requirements in every area of the curriculum to permit 
the teachers to respect Torah values and even concern 
themselves with them in the classroom, without com
promising academic standards. First, however, it would 
be in place to identify potential troublespots in the 
curriculum. 
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Science lessons should identify G-d as the Creator, 
while social studies classes should reveal Him as 

Director of world events. Neglecting to stress these 
ideas is, in effect, imparting that chance and 

coincidence are the rule. 

ZERO-ING IN ON ENGLISH 

E nglish literature is an obvious problem area Even 
the classics, which conjure up the hallowed 
names of William Shakespeare, Charles Dickens, 

and Edgar Allen Poe, cause a Jew to recoil. So many of the 
ideas they promote are antithetical to our religious be
liefs. True, some lessons in character development and 
beauty of expression can be culled from their works, but 
must such lessons be learned from men who denigrated 
our people for all time? Both Shakespeare's Shylock and 
Dickens' Fagin are stereotypes that have been projected 
to unsuspecting readers for generations. If, for any rea
son, these works must be read, let them be placed into 
their respective historical contexts: England's reluctance 
to accept Jewish immigrants in the Middle Ages, and 
then the long-term effects upon world opinion of Fagin 
and Shylock. 

GRAND OPENING 

D'i£>,t71'1' D'i£>t711 iN:i 
BAER HASEFORIM, INC. 

Fine}udaic Books 
Gifts, Educational Materials 
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As for Poe, before the children shudder with delight 
over his artfully concocted tales of horror, are they aware 
of his tortured life, of the dichotomy between degenerate 
creator and sublime creation?-Of how his mastery of 
language leaves him short of the ideal, "The beginning of 
wisdom is the fear of G-d"? 

Actually, in the lower grades, where children are just 
beginning to hone their reading skills and are at a most 
impressionable stage of life, so many textbooks em
phasize concepts that are directly opposed to Torah 
values: yet they are accepted as a matter of course, with
out even a blink of an eye. These problem areas include 
male/female role identification, leadership models, non
Jewish holidays, illustrations depicting undesirable 
social relationships and unacceptable modes of attire for 
both sexes-setting norms of conduct that the parents 
and schools take great pains to exclude from their chil
dren's frame of reference. Yet here they are, with four-
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color illustrations, handsome bindings, and the impri
matur of the yeshiva. 

Even the fairy tales, which have become accepted as an 
intrinsic part of our culture and are usually read without 
a second thought, are questionable. How does a five- or 
stx-yearold relate to The Three Bears?Not a word in the 
story about Goldilocks' trespass on the Bears' property. 
The reader's sympathies are all bound up with the poor, 
little girl's plight as she flees in panic. It's almost as if the 
bears are in the wrong for disturbing Goldilocks' sleep .... 
Other standard stories, such as The Three Billy Goats 
Grt!lf. Little Red Riding Hood, The Three Little Pigs, and 
Hansel and Gretel conjure up images of violence and 
terror in a child's mind-for what purpose? 

Of greater importance, Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky J"'1 
stongly opposed telling fairy-tales, fantasies and other 
make-believe stories to children, on the grounds that it 
confuses their perception of truth.* Boundaries between 
truth and falsehood become hazy, and as a result, young
sters may place parts of Torah into the same category 
(G-d forbid) as fairy tales, lo which they have been 
exposed. Consequently, their ability to accept Torah as 
the unadulterated truth becomes tainted. 

NOT A REJECTION 

I s this meant as a rejection of English-language stu
dies? Not at all. Norofany other subject taught in the 
secular department. In fact, specific English skills, 

for instance, can be helpful in developing and projecting 
a Torah outlook. These include the ability to express 
oneself effectively, both orally and in writing, and to criti
cally interpret daily encounters as well as communal, 
national and international events. In addition, students 
learn to cull the main idea from verbose presentations of 
issues in both speech and Writing. 

The extent to which these skills can contribute lo 
advancement in Limudei Kodesh (sacred studies) is 
often overlooked. Organization of a series of related 
thoughts into a structured compositon, extraction of a 
common thread running through several related con
cepts, drawing conclusions, grasping the main idea and 
contextual analysis-all aspects of note-taking, for that 
matter-are skills basic to all learning. 

Clarity of thought cannot be overestimated in terms of 
its contribution to effective decision making. This pro
cess is refined again and again, every time a student 
prepares lo write down his thoughts by organizing them 
into a sequential, related, logical whole. 

During the process of debate, one is learning to isolate 
the key issues and to present defined, logical and well 
thought out arguments supportive of his position. 

These skills are valuable in real life situations as well, 
where not everything is spelled out. We are constantly 
involved in problem solving, relating to our speech and 
action. Too often, our final decision is influenced by our 
subjective, narrow viewpoints. Thus, unwittingly, we 
eliminate the preferred decision, although with a con
certed effort at objective assessment it can be reached. 
*Told personally lo the au!hor eight years ago. 
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BEGINNING EARLY 

T eaching the skills of oral and written expression 
that we are discussing should begin In the prim
ary grades-in the "show-and-tell" years. Aside 

from their contribution toward development of expres
sion, they also enhance the underlying receptive abilities 
and skills of organization, so helpful in guiding oneself 
and others. 

At the onset, we cannot use Sifrei Kodesh to develop 
these skills, if only because the language is not under
stood. By the time Mejorshimare being studied, children 
will have acquired some facility in the skills discussed 
here, but in the Hebrew Studies, the emphasis is more on 
comprehension of the text than on the skills of analysis 
and communication. In the older grades, however, it 
should be possible to supplement the study of secular 
literature with readings from Judaica, such as selected 
articles from The Jewish Obseroer, Jewish Women's 
Outlook. literary works translated into English, novels 
with Jewish themes, and so on. In that manner, English 
Language Arts can be a veritable forum for acquisition of 
Torah values, while crucial abilities are developed. Then, 
even literaryanlaysls Is directed specifically from a Torah 
point of view. ls this not what we aspire for our children 
to attain? 

OTHER AREAS 

T he natural sciences are virtually the study of G-d's 
creation. Viewing them from that perspective 
makes them a companion to study of such classics 

of sacred literature as the Chovos HaLevovos, Shaar 
HaBechira. Through understanding the complexities, 
intricacies and wonders of G-d's works, a teacher can 
impart to the students recognition of His intelligence, 
power and gloiy. as opposed to that of an abstract force 
called "nature." Should greater awe and knowledge of G-d 
grow out of this class, could one ask for anything more? 

Similarly, study of social studies and current events 
should be supplemented with analysis of the "real" rea
sons that events occur, with the attempt to discover the 
Yad Hashem behind the scenes. Kial Yisroel has a role to 
play for the benefit of mankind, and in tum, histoiy is 
directed by the Creator for the benefit of Kial Yisroel's 
role; as Rashi says at the veiy outset of Chumash 
("Bereishis--For the sake of Israel. which is called Rei
shis ... "). This approach can even be developed to the 
point of "Your enemies became leaders" (Eicha 1,5), 
teaching us that a person destined to inflict pain upon 
Yisroel due to its sins is first elevated in his position by 
G-d to international prominence-Le., Nebuchadnezzar 
of Babylonia, Titus of Rome, Hitler of Germany. l!l"Y.l'-SO 

as to minimize the shame Israel suffers when subject to 
conquest and oppression. 

The underlying principle and unifying theme of the 
subject "histoiy" or "current events" must be: How does 
Divine Providence manifest Itself through actual events? 
How do occurrences in the non-Jewish arena affect our 
role in the world? 
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EARLY AMERICA, FOR EXAMPLE 

L et us examine, for example, an approach to the 
period of English colonization of America. When 
the general populace of the colonies was demand

ing religious freedom, how were the Jews affected? In 
what way did dissatisfaction with English Government 
in those years ultimately contribute to the shaping of the 
U.S. Constitution and religious freedom? With the 
growth of America (as well as with its discovery centuries 
earlier) how does the axiom "The cure precedes the afflic
tion" become apparent? How was English Jewry affected 
by settlement of the New World-socially, economically 
and politically? To what extent and in which manner did 
the Jews participate in the colonization?What place did 
Torah values and institutions have in the colonies and 
how were they received by the non-Jewish population? 

In virtually all social studies textbooks the early 
schoolhouse is described in detail insofar as structure 
and methodology of instruction Is concerned. Was there 
any equivalent or supplemental Jewish education at that 
time? What form did it take? What were the differences 
between Jewish settlement in America and earlier places 
of exile in terms of educational opportunity, economic, 
political and social status, and religious growth? How did 
these differences mold the character of American Jewry? 
When and where did Reform values take root among 
American Jews? Compare the American experience with 
Galus Bavel, where Yechezkiel HaNavi with Torah 
scholars preceded the bulk of the people by eleven years, 
so they would have yeshivos, shuls and mikvaos estab
lished upon their arrival. Other periods of world history 
can be dealt with in a similar vein. 

It is quite impossible to discuss current events from 
the same Torah perspective, since the events are still 
unfolding. Nevertheless, it is vital to attempt to under
stand how a particular news item affects Kial Yisroel. By 
constantly employing this approach, the children begin 
to perceive G-d as the Director of all that happens in 
communal affairs. The lessons of emuna and bitachon 
are internalized and these teachings filter down to the 
immediate life of the Jews. In short, just as science les
sons identify HaKodosh Boruch Hu as the Borel 
(Creator), so do social studies reveal Him as the Mash-

Alty Weinreb 
Enc Goldstein 
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giach-the Director of World and Personal Events. By 
neglecting to stress this idea. not only are we missing an 
opportunity, we are indirectly imparting the impression 
that chance and coincidence can occur. Theoretically, 
then, world history and Jewish history should be one 
subject. not artificially divided between the Limudei 
Kodesh and secular department curricula. 

With the growth and sophistication of the Torah com
munity. there should be a concerted effort to write social 
studies textbooks with the above principles in mind. 
Supplementary areas of study and thought questions 
dealing with the issues from a Torah point of view should 
be included with each chapter in a teacher's manual. 
This would facilitate application of the theory in a practi
cal way. 

Tapes are available from the Torah Communication 
Network dealing with Jewish history subsequent to the 
Churban, during the Middle Ages, the Reformation Era, 
and the years of the Holocaust. More is certain to become 
available, and these can be used to great advantage. 

Until the requisite information and exercises are con
veniently packaged in a form requiring only minimal 
preparation by the teachers, an effort should still be 
made to incorporate the basic axioms into the lessons, as 
the opportunity presents itself. 

'1rACH 
is pleased to announce 

the establishment of the first 

P'tac.h Programs In Israel 

for the learning disabled 

within a regular Yeshiva environment 

which will i1")J:l be located in the 

Talmud Torah Sanhedrin 

and 

Bals Yaakov 

Har Nof, Jerusalem 

For further information call or write The P'tach National office at 
4612 Thirteenth Avenue/Brooklyn, NY 11219/(718) 854-8600 
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FOCUS ON THE TEACHER 

A t this point. it should be obvious that this 
approach only makes sense when the General 
Studies faculty is of the same convictions as the 

religious studies staff. In the hands of anyone with a 
weaker sense of allegiance to Torah values, a Torah
ortented program of this sort would be less than ineffec
tive; it would likely backfire. Nonetheless, one could argue 
that the suggestions outlined here can be useful in situa
tions much different from the more intensive schools in 
heavily Orthodox communities. Even in schools where 
general studies teachers are either not of yeshiva-type 
background. or even non-Jewish, the principal can as
sume an active classroom role in introducing some 
Torah values and perspectives to the general studies 
classroom (depending upon a number of factors that 
vary from case to case). In addition, parents can-and 
should-take the initiative to enrich their children's 
education where the school cannot. 

The availability of teachers of general studies who are 
imbued with Torah and Y!ras Shomayim, and are 
attuned to the delicate requirements of tznius and other 
mitzvos and hashkafos, is actually a mixed blessing. 
When a non-Jew or irreligious Jew espouses an attitude 

"T"O:I 

The 
.K"l.l'?w ?x,wi i?nl - p:ni p,n 

who acclaim and encourage 

Mifal Hashas 
e.rtend their heartfelt wishes to the over 

2,000 participants worldwide; to Kl.al 
Yisroel as a whole and the supporters of 

Mifal Hashas in general. 

Ksiva 
Vechasima 

Tova 
n'.11\J no)nn1 n'.l)n) 
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contrary to Torah opinion, the students may not take his 
opinion seriously. By contrast. whatever the religious 
teacher says and does, directly or discreetly. intentionally 
or inadvertently, has tremendous impact. A slight over
emphasis or unduly enthusiastic presentation of a par
ticular cultural area may convey an unspoken message. 
Without intention, the teacher may endow an alien prac
tice or concept with undeserved respect or high regard. 
Multiply such casual messages over the course of twelve 
years. and the values of our children will be molded in 
ways we never anticipated. 

We educators must examine our own attraction to 
aspects of secular culture. and take care in how we 
transmit these attitudes to our students. This is not 
meant to deprive teaching of creativity and liveliness. 
Rather. while we teachers focus on the beauty or compell
ing logic of the material presented, we must also clearly 
identify any fallacies or contradictions, any lack of sub
stance, clarity or practicality in the material. It may 
simply be our own orientation that is in need of change. 
After all, many of us were taught by non-Jewish teachers. 
and we tend to teach as we were taught. 

We must endeavor to be more discriminating in our 
choice of subject matter and educate our pupils to be 
discriminating in their thinking. Through guidance and 
encouragement, they can learn to automatically ap
proach all current historical events and literary composi
tions from a Torah viewpoint. 

In sum, then, our general studies programs should go 
beyond imparting information and teaching skills to 
exploration and analysis of all material from a Torah 
perspective. They will then become not only incidental to 
Limudei Kodesh. but part and parcel of a total Torah 
chinuch. indispensable to the formation of Torah-true 
values for our sons and daughters.• 

Editorial Postscript 

With the publication of this article, The Jewish Ob
server has been informed of an innovative project in the 
Secular Studies area: establishment of the In-Service 
Teachers' Institute, which will present a series of ten 
seminars and workshops for women. under the auspices 
of Torah Umesorah. The program will be directed by Mrs. 
Blima Silverman, who has been actively involved in Jew
ish education for the past 25 years as a teacher of both 
Limudei Kodesh and secular studies, and as an 
administrator. 

The aim of the course ts to facilitate learning in the 
classroom. by preparing teachers of Bais Yaakov-type 
orientation in content, preparation, and presentation of 
material, and student evaluation, and by developing in 
them an awareness of the importance of human rela
tions. The course will also deal with curriculum needs in 
a yeshiva setting. Torah perspectives in the teaching of 
History and Science, and imbuing Torah values 
throughout the school day. Further information is avail
able at (718) 338-8653 or (718) 633-8557. 
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The Learning Adventure of A Lifetime 
Is Now Available To Everyone ••• 
THE MISHNAH BERURAH-
LA WS OF SHABBOS: 
Now Complete In Four Volumes! 

We are proud to announce the appearance of the fourth and final volume in the translation of the 
MISHNAH BERURAH - LAWS OF SHABBOS. 

Here is the culmination of years of intense work carried on by a group of Rabbinic scholars in 
Y erushalayim: a genuine milestone in making classical seforim available to an 
English speaking public. 

D The translation is meticulous and thorough: a model, par excellence, 
of what can be done with a difficult Hebrew text. 

Both the Shulchan Aruch and the Mishnah Berurah have been translated 
in their entirety, and the text is arranged so that the English translation faces 
the original Hebrew on every page. 

D Supplementary, introductory material and extensive, explanatory 
notes accompany each of the texts shedding light on numerous Talmudic 
concepts, issues, and the inner workings of Jewish law. 

D Each volume carries an extensive glossary 
and bibliography of key terms and authorities 
cited in that text. 

D The new, fourth volume contains a 
comprehensive index applicable to all the Laws 
of Shabbos contained in the Mishnah Berurah. 
This index can direct any reader to all the places 
in the Mishnah Berurah where a particular 
question or issue is discussed. 

D Ideal for home and synagogue use, 
yeshivos and day schools; Yom-Tov, Bar 
Mitzvas, graduations. 

""'···-

D These volumes have the "haskomos" of 
leading world Torah authorities. 

The Mishnah Berurah-Laws of Shabbos is 
available individually or as a set, in both a regular 
and a large edition. 

Price per Volume: 

A B c D SET 
Reg. 12.95 iZ.95 13.95 13.95 55.95 

Large 15.95 15.95 17.95 17.95 69.95 

6 Available at your local Jewish bookstore or order from: 
FELDHEIM PUBLISHERS 

Ii\ 200 Airport Executive Park, Spring Valley, NY 10977 
t'..i 914-356-2282 I Visa & Master Card accepted 

Send for a FREE Copy of our Catalogue. 
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Yitzchak Kasnett 

''REBBE, 
THAT WAS 

GREAT!'' 

Yeshiva English Studies: Another Dimension 

T here is a well known jingle for 
a photo-copy company that 
goes, "Quality In-Quality 

Out." That's just fine if the only qual
ity concern is how the paper looks 
and not how it reads. However, how 
can we, as educators, say, "Quality 
ln-QualityOut" about our children 
if we never really stop to analyze just 
what caliber literature is going in? 

I've taught readingfor manyyears; 
I've also tested for reading develop
ment and disabilities for many years, 
and my developmental reading pro
gram for the intermediate and high 
school aged student is well struc
tured, though refinement is always a 
goal. My main problem when taking 
over the P'TACH program at Mesivta 
Rabbi Chaim Berlin was not how to 
develop reading skills, but. rather, 
what should the boys read alto
gether? Though there are many pre
pared materials available (and ent!c-

Yit.zchak Kasnett. M.S., serves as Coordinator of 
theP'TACH Program in Yeshiva Rabb! Chaim Ber
Hn High School and Elementary School. He lec
tures for Torah Umesorah, the Mir Machon, and 
maintains a private practice In assessment and 
remediation of learning disabllltles. 
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ingly easy to use), the question that 
plagued me always was: "Why do 
Yeshiva students need to be exposed 
to so much anti-Torah material? 
And if they do, why do I have to teach 
it?" The answer, of course, was sim
ple and evident: that neither they 
nor I need suffer through the Classi
cal and then Modem literary rebel
lion against God and His Torah
and this rebellion underlies most 
literature taught at the junior and 
senior high school level. 

The solution has been made easy 
with the recent explosion of Jewish 
literature in English; pariicularly for 
the 5th through 12th grades, one 
need only find a book with the ap
propriate reading level for the class. 
Simple? Not quite! The problem was 
to accurately assess the reading level 
of each book. The publishers give 
vague guidelines such as, "for 7 to 12 
years of age," or "for young adults," 
etc., but this is too imprecise for 
classroom needs. I also noticed that 
the sentence structure and vocabu
lary could vary significantly through
out a book, as opposed to most stan
dard basal series, where the sentence 

development and vocabulary are very 
tightly controlled. Nevertheless, !was 
determined to develop both the read
ing and moral level of my students 
during their hours in English. 

TESTING WITH FRY 

T o this end I decided to assess 
the readability levels of many 
of the Jewish books, and 

though there are several scales 
available, I chose the Fry Readability 
Scale, published by Jamestown Pub
lishers (P.O. Box 67 43, Providence 
RI, 02940, approx. $4.00). Edward B. 
Fry is a nationally known expert in 
the field of reading, and his scale is a 
standard measure of readability lev
els used throughout the professional 
literature on reading. To satisfy my
self I tested the scale on two na
tionally distributed basal series: De
signs for Reading-Book 5 (Harper 
and Row), and Open Highways
Book 5 (Scott Foresman and Co.). 
Both books scaled at the stated 
grade level. 

The reading scale itself calls for 3 
randomly selected passages of 100 
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words to be analyzed according to 
the number of sentences and sylla
bles per 100 words. So, for example, 
for 100 words containing 154 sylla
bles and 6.3 sentences the readabil
ity level would be at the 9th grade 
level; if there were 10.0 sentences, 
then the reading level would be at 
the 7th grade level for the same 154 
syllables. As stated previously, the 
standard basal series are tightly 
controlled for both sentence struc
ture and vocabulary, while the new 
Jewish books are not. 

book (depending on how great the 
discrepancy was for the various in
trabook samplings) before finding 
the average reading level. This takes 
approximately 30 to 40 minutes per 
book; however, the outcome of such 
minor efforts was, well. spectacular. 

I chose Avraham ben Avraham 
and The Twins as our first two nov
els. Besides the exciting reality (sin
gularly experienced by the teacher) 
that all the pure reading skills were 
easily available to be taught. the 
classes themselves were infused with 
animated discussions of Kiddush 
HaShem, love of HaShem, love for 

To compensate for this situation I 
sampled 7 to 12 passages from each 
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5205 13 AVENUE • BORO PARK • 718-633-8080 

MANY SPECIALS DURING OUR GRAND OPENING ON: 
• Ta/esiln •Silver Ataros •Imported Challah Covers 
•Wool Tzitsis Bdatz Hechsher • Kittels Exclusively Designed 
• 100% Cotton T ziztsis 
• l"illil j'lN1li1 ')£17 

?"::ft 1'')\JVJP'!:I ilVJl'.:l '1 

• Engl1Sh juda<Ca 

• Mezuzos 
• Tfillin 
•Cartels 
• Tfillin & Talis Bags 

• Latest Tapes 
•Sefori1n 
•Books by Artscroll, 

Feldheim {-r Others 

Largest Selection of Bar Mitzvah & Wedding Gifts 
Including Shasim, Shulchan Orechs, Leather Siddwim & Machzorim 

We Goldstamp to Your Specifications 
We Clean Silver Ataros 

FREE GIFT 
NO PURCHASE NECESSARY DURING OUR 

GRAND OPENING CELEBRATION 

ALL TALESIM & TZIZTSIS ARE MANUFACTURED BY US 
USING SHOMREI TORAH & MITZVOTH 

----IMPORTANT NOTICE----
Ko<lesh Stam has opened a spec1al department where a safer musmach 
from M1shmeres Stam 1s avai1able on premises for bed1ka of mezuzas & 

rfillm, mostly for the same day, & also bed1ka S1fre1 Torah 

COMING SOON: LARGE LULAV & ESROG DEPT. 
SPECIAL DISCOUNTS GIVEN TO SHULES, 

YESHIVOS, & ORGANIZATIONS 
We Ship Anywhere in The U.S.A. 

Klal Yisroel, and the love and devo
tion for Torah. The students were 
excited by our new direction in read
ing. and yet the bottom line was not 
lost: the least increment in reading 
level of the year was assessed as a 
two-year gain, with most of the boys 
improving their levels by more than 
2 months progress for every month 
of instruction. As a bonus. the boys 
found the tests a meaningful reflec
tion of their own values. and they 
strove to improve their writing and 
spelling skills lest they distort an 
insightful answer due to insufficient 
skills. The intrinsic motivation gen
erated was, obviously, quite sub
stantial, and motivation is that very 
elusive factor we always discuss as 
professionals. but are rarely able to 
inspire consistently. 

At present we are using The Exiles 
of Crocodile Island, a book whose 
character development is more dy
namic and dramatic than any of the 
"English" books I've read. 

HOME 
ATTENDANTS 

·.·~~ 
\ ,-

·. ~~~ f:' ,' 
, ~ , \ 

l\:_:::/:r1 'ii'"~~ ----h~:,_:J. 
~J) t'~ 

needed for 

HOUSEKEEPING AND 
PERSONAL CARE 

for the 

DISABLED AND 
HOMEBOUND 

good pay and benefits 
Baro Park, Bensonhurst and 

Flatbush Area 
full-time live in positions only 

Project OHR Inc. 
(Office for Homecare Referral) 

1308-40th Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11218 

853-2700 
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A sampling of some of the other 
books I've scaled includes: 

1. The Three Merchants 
(ArtScroll Youth Series) 
6.1 grade reading level 

2. The Exiles of Crocodile Island 
(ArtScroll) 
6.5-7 .0 grade reading level 

3. Fire in the Sky 
(Feldheim) 
8.6 grade reading level 

4. The Yellow Star 
(Feldheim) 
9.0 grade reading level 

5.TheTwlns 
(Feldheim) 
6.6 grade reading level 

6. The Whispering Mezuzah 
(Judaica Press) 
3.8-4.5 grade reading level 

7. The Royal Resident 
(Feldhelm) 
9.0 grade reading level 

8. The Tattered Talis 
(Judaica Press) 
5.0 grade reading level 

9. The Haunted Shul 
(Judaica Press) 
4.0-5.0 grade reading level 

10. The Nineteen Letters 
(Feldheim) 
1 lth to 12th grade 

11. Rabbi Joselman of Rosheim 
(Honigson-London) 
11th grade level 

NOTICE 
The followingisthe texlof article VI of the 
Beth Medrash Govoha, Lakewood, N.J. 
by .. faws, which are currently il'I full force 
and effect, and are-carried out in practice. 

ARTICLE VI 
Beth Medtash Govoha •hall maintain a 
nondiscriminatory admissions policy and 
shall al all limes be Jn compliance with 
apPllcable federal, stateand 1oca1 regula· 
lions in regard lo admissions, accommo .. 
datloh-s, edticational opportunity; Student 
aid policies and employmanl. . 
oualllied men of the Jewish faith are 
admitted to. Beth Medtash Govoha and . 
8re uittformly accorded all right, privi .. 
leges and _benefits,_ without regard to 

l - race, color, natiortal or ethnic origin. 
Beth Medrash Govoha shall maintain a 
policy of Equal Opportunities In Employ
ment. 

The Jewish Observer I October. 1986 

12. The Light of the West 
8th to 9th grade reading level 

13. Stories for Teenage Boys 
(Light) 
7th to 8th grade reading level 

14. In Our Leaders' Footsteps 
(Oraysah) 
6. 7 grade reading level 

15. Once Upon a Soul 
(NYC Pub.) 
9th to 10th grade reading level 

The implications of this adapta
tion of the curriculum is obvious: 
English can and should be a natural 

extension of the character develop
ment we want our children to derive 
from their Limudei Kodesh studies. 
With minimal effort. study guides 
could be prepared for the novels and 
short stories while they are being 
taught. and these could be passed on 
to other Yeshivas to use and improve 
upon. At this point the challenge to 
protect the purity of our childrens' 
development is at hand. but. then 
again. so are the resources-if we 
would only use them.• 
I would like to renderspectal thanks to Frankel's 
Book Store for q/Jeri.ng me the use of their tnven
toryfor this project 

THE ARABS' OSS 
IS YOUR GAIN! 

High Tech Clock Shows You Sunrise and Sunset Anywhere in the World! 

THE STORY 

A s.audi Arabian company commissioned a m_ajor interna
tional high-tech hrm lo manufac!Ure a convenient "Prayer 
Times Clock." But they overlooked one thing_ 

They produced a truly amazing product. This highly sophis
ticated piece of equipment 1s obviously the result ol extensive 
iesearch and development 

What they overlooked in all 1he1r research 1s 1hes1mple !ac1 
tha1 Arabs dor\1 need a Prayer Times Clock. The 1en million 
people who would have been the clock's market live within 
earshot of a mosque w11h the muezzin calling from the minaret 
six t'lmes a day. "AJ!atw akbaf'(Allah is great). 

TAKE ADVANTAGE 

Now you can Jake advantage of !he Arabs' loss. By using 
this amazing clock for your own convenience 

As you may know. the Moslem limes of prayer lor sunrise 
and sunset correspond 10 our own netz/and shkiya. So just 
push a bu!ton m any city in the world and you'll 
instantly know what time Shabbos 1s . or when 10 daven 
shachfls or mmcha 

Plus, 1he Prayer Times Clock includes a built-in 
compass that always points east No more guessing 
where merach is' 
•In Iha home: Forget abou! checking calendars or 
newspapers !or what time Shabbos is Jus1 push 
a button 
• Tr•velllng: the ultimate travelling alarm 
clock-Tells you what !Jme Shabbos and 
sunrise 1n any city any time zone Plus 
regular alarm and snooze feature 
• Anywhere: Preprogrammed al the touch of a bul1on to 1e11 
you sunrise and sunset anywhere 1n 1he world 

These clocks were onginally made to sell at $69.95 Now take advantage
by fJJCkmg up this mcredib/e clock at the closeout pflce of only 129.115. Better yet, order severa!
for gilts that w1!1 never be forgotten-at four for only $99.95. 

But, there's one catch. Less !han 1,00J of these clocks are actually available. They wi!I never 
be manufactured again and they are not available anywhere else- So order ngtit now 
Each clock lndlrklueHy 111tt boxed. 

--------------------------------------------------------
Mail today to: 
Dlallnctfve DfflmllCll 
234 Private Way, Lakewood, NJ f.6701 
(201) 364-0075 
0 Yes, I want the sunrise and the sunsel anywhern in the world at 
the louch of a button 
Please send me_ Prayer Times Clocks @129.95. {4 lor 1911.95) 

{Please add shipping and handling for each order $.100) 
(New Jersey slate salfs tax)$ __ _ 

Total check or money order eoclosed '--------

"'~'--------------
AOdress _____________ _ 

co,, _______ s1a1e'---'"---
Teleph011e _______________ _ 
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Domaine de 
Baron ]aquab de Herzog 

California Selection 

The respected name of 
Baron Jaquab de Herzog 

has been built by eight 
generations of wine makers. 
From the ancient vineyards 

of Central Europe this 
illustrious family has now 

brought their superh wine 
making traditions to 

the United States. 

Lying directly to the north 
of San Francisco, Sonoma 
County produces some of 

the finest wines in California. 

Declared to be an 
excellent to outstanding 

vintage by The California 
Wine Institute. 

CHENIN BLANC 
Pale, fresh and fruity, this popular varietal 
has considerable finesse. It may be served 
as an aperitif, \Vith hors d1oeuvres or as a 
companion to light meals. 

CABERNET SAUVIGNON 
Traditionally styled with a velvety smooth 
finish and complex aroma of blackberry 
and cassis, this Cabernet is a perfect 
partner for fine cuts of red meat. 
Available 1987. 

These \vines, chosen 
specially from the superior 
vineyards of California, 
are prized throughout the 
world for their quality 
and style. 

The Herzog Family Crest 
is a symbol of unique and 
distinctive quality. It is your 
sign of excellence. 

This delightfully fresh wine 
is a charming example of 
the California "blush" style. 
Its sofr mouth feel and zesty 
fruitiness make it an excel
lent choice to serve as an 
aperitif as well as a fine 
complement to light meals. 

CHARDONNAY 
This elegant Chardonnay is a superb 
example of the Herzog style. Firm yet 
delicate, this wine has a tantalizing 
aroma, with subtle hints of fig and sage. 
Its clean crispness makes it attractive 
served as an aperitif and as a fine 
accompaniment for poultry dishes. 

Baron Herzog \\'ine Cellars Co., Asti, California 
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Second•·· ... Loeks<··a.t····the 
Jewish Scene 

A Jewish 
Version. •• 

chessed is more potent than twenty 
lectures on ethics. And there we 
were, in the prehistory of English
language Jewish juvenile literature, 
when whatever was attractive was 
borrowed from some other cultural 
milieu. Scant cause for inspiration. 

Since then, a new generation of 
children's books has appeared. Some 
of the first attempts at original works 
were marked by sloppy Writing and 
amateurish drawings. Now-ihanks 
to Dov Dov, Dvora Doresh, Feldheim 
classics, and the Olomeinu books
the juvenile reader has come to ex
pect quality. In fact, the proliferation 
of good reading for youth on Jewish 
themes actually brings a structured 
literature program for yeshivas into 
the realm of the feasible. 

But what about elective reading, 
important for both recreation and 

'YOU WANT IT WHENr 

development of reading skills? The 
selections offered by the various 
book clubs that service the public 
schools may be attractive, but they 
do not necessarily promote Jewish 
values. In fact, some books are quite 
to the contrary. Yet which child 
doesn't react with excitement when 
the various Book Club News bulle
tins are distributed in a classroom! 

Now, with the appearance ofShal
shelesBookClub-aLakewood, New 
Jersey-based outfit-children in ye
shivas and day schools across the 
country can experience that special 
tingle of anticipation when their 
teacher hands out the colorful cata
logue/order sheets for a selection of 
choice books on Jewish themes, with 
the books grouped according to age 
groups and themes ( 4-8, 5-10 ... 
Just For Mom, Great Tapes). 

Not only are the products of qual
ity, so is the catalogue. The Jewish 
version has nothing to be ashamed 
of.• 

Halichos Bas Yisroel, by Rabbi Yitz
chak Yaacov Fuchs, reviewed in the 
May 1986 edition of The Jewish 
Observer, was described incorrectly. 
The publisher ls Targum Press, Oak 
Park, Michigan, and the distributor 
is Philip Feldheim. 

''D on't ask if it's good. Be 
happy it's Kosher." That 
was once the motto of 

the Orthodox shopper, and it ap
plied to the full range of consumer 
items. from Cholov Yisroel ice cream 
("Are you sure it's milchig"?) to a 
graduation dress ("navy blue, full 
sleeves, high neck, size 1 O? Thank 
you. I'll pay at the register.") Not any 
more. For better or for worse, the 
most fastidious shopper today has 
the choice of gourmet foods with a 
hechsher. ranging from caviar and 
champagne to shish kebab, as well 
as designer label "Kosher" clothing. 

YOUR JOB IS READY! 

One area, however, had been limp
ing behind until recently. For the 
longest time, children's books were 
limited to K'tonton -a Hebraized 
Tom Thumb of sorts-Jewish Mo
ther Goose Rhymes, and translations 
from German-language classics. 
That was fine as far as it went
which was not very far. The Chazon 
Ish is quoted as having said that a 
well-told story of acts of Torah and 
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CENTER FOR TEACHER TRAINING 
---------- 85 Parkville Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11230 ---------

(718) 338-2834 or 853-5111 

TODAY, AS NEVER BEFORE IN OUR HISTOR Y-KLAL YISROEL IS SEARCHING FOR LEADERSHIP! 

Join the ranks of Kollel Talmidei Chachomim, who, inspired by the ideals of Harbotzas Torah, are gaining the 
professional expertise in teaching skills to meet the challenges of our time-in the classroom and in the comm unit~. 

While continuing to learn in your Kollel by day, the Mercazoffers you nightly courses and lectures by outstanding 
mechanchim and Roshei Yeshiva. 

Substantial fellowships available to all candidates. 
Program begins immediately after Succos. 

Rabbi Raphael B. Butler 
Founding Director 

Rabbi Joel Kramer-Teaching Methodology 
Rabbi Moshe Leibowitz-Hebrew Language 
Rabbi Hillel Mandel-SuperviseJ Teaching 

Rav Shmuel Berenbaum N"\J'?'ll 

Rav Henoch Leibowitz N""''V 
Rav Avraham Pam N"D'?v 

Rabbi Joel Kramer 
Educational Director 

FACULTY 

Rabbi Yehudah Rupp 
Recruitment Director 

Mr. Avi Shulman-Public Speaking/Time Management 
Rabbi Berel Wein-Jewish History, Practical Rabbinic..~ 
Rabbi Gershon Weiss-Chumash and Navi 

GUEST LECTURERS 
Rav Yaakov Perlow N"U'?'l!I 

Rav Simcha Wasserman N""''lV 
Rav Motel Weinberg N 11"'''tl 

if you are in the marhet for the finest tailored suits or "Kapotas" 
in the world, you should be shopping at 

/FRANKFURTER'S/ 
PARK AVENUE FASHIONS, LTD. 

Featuring: 
Hand-made suits and coats produced with world-famous 
English fabrics like Dormeuil-Hield 

A special department containing hundreds of handsomely 
designed Prince Albert "Kapotas" in assorted styles (solids, 
stripes. ere) 
Beautiful hand-woven suits and coats in a full gamut of 
sizes (short, regular, long and portly) 

FRANKFURTERS ships air-mail through the world 
Visa & MasterCard accepted 

Store hours: Sunday 11:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
Monday - Thursday 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
Friday 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

for more information call: Park Avenue Fashions, Ltd. 
(718) 435 - 7223/4 

4203 13th Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11219 



Letters youth affiliate. Surely there were 
ample means and opportunity in 
this period and after (prior to the 
p'sak or issur) to voice somewhere, 
somehow, any questioning of the 
Synagogue Council-if such were 
then a matter of concern. 

••••••••••• ••••••••••• ••••••••••• 
to the 

Editor As regards the copy of the printed 
P'sak accompanying your contribu· 
tor's material, you must surely be 
aware that this is not a copy of the 
original pronouncement by the 
Roshei Yeshivas, but a later reformu· 
Iation and publication. Accordingly, 
it is not illustrative of the condition 
or circumstances in which the orig
inal was brought forth. 

AUTHOR DISPUTES REVIEWER'S 
COMMENTS ON SYNAGOGUE 

COUNCIL OF AMERICA 

To the Editor: 
I appreciate the attention given in 

the April issue of The Jewish Ob· 
seroerto my book The Renaissance 
qf the Torah Jew. It is good to have 
the benefit of views on this work 
reflecting the outlook of your maga
zine. However, the comments of your 
commentator (unnamed and other· 
wise unidentified), dealing mostly 
with but one chapter of my book, 
include assertions which I feel call 
for correction, as follows: 

Your contributor cites the book's 
author as"' ... in particular, trying to 
give their due both to 'Modem Or· 
thodoxy' and Yeshiva Orthodoxy' 
(my italics)."' Your readers should be 
informed that the terms italicized do 
not appear anywhere in my book, 
nor any equivalent thereof. Such 
categorization and the attitude it 
marks are foreign to the character 
and purpose of The Renaissance of 
the Torah Jew. 

Referring to a matter which par· 
ticularly exercises your correspond
ent, he states that the author seeks 
to "suggest" these points (dealing 
with the original attitude toward the 
Synagogue Council of America) and 
that they are put forward as "Sug
gestion." This too is misleading, for I 
do not "suggest" or offer "sugges
tions" about the disputed matter-I 
tnake direct statement of the facts as 
I know them and of their purport. 

In writing: "'For Mr. Bernstein to 
suggest-and be it at somebody else's 
instigation .. :· our contributor fur· 
ther insinuates in this connection 
that the author has lent himself to 
external prompting or manipulation. 
With many years of responsible edi· 
torial experience myself. I cannot 
fathom how so gross and so gratui· 
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tous an innuendo could have es
caped the editorial blue pencil. 

The point as to the silence of Agu
dath Israel about the Synagogue 
Council of America in all the years 
prior to 1955 is not disposed of by 
yourcontributor"sstatement that in 
1926 ··no American Agudah existed 
as yet." I note that listings submitted 
annually for many years from 1928 
on to the American Jewish Year 
Book in behalf of Agudath Israel of 
America gave 1921 as the year of its 
establishment. while listings there 
since 1940 have given 1912 as the 
year of the American Agudah organ
ization's establishment. Still more 
applicable to the question is the fact 
that through 1942 to 1948, when so 
prominent a partisan of Agudath 
Israel as Rabbi Dr. Herbert S. Gold
stein z'l served successively as vice 
president and president of the Syna
gogue Council, theAmericanAgudah 
force, reorganized in 1939, was in 
active motion. as well as was its 

The facts. as set forth in my book, 
were well enough known at the time 
the Synagogue Council dispute first 
arose (this was of course within the 
organiwtional channels of the Union 
of Orthodox Jewish Congregations 
of America) but subsequently be
came obscured in the course of ran
corous polemics and propaganda 
extravaganzas. I would hope that the 
character of my book will sufficiently 
attest that this and all other parts of 
The Renaissance of the Torah Jew 
are written with exacting care for 
accuracy and with a sense of high 
moral responsibility. 

But in any event. it would surely be 
to good purpose to tum to figures 
still among us (and may they long 

AN URGENT REMINDER 
FROM 

CHEVRA DOR YESHORIM 
YOUNG PEOPLE OF MARRIAGEABLE AGE 

MUST BE TESTED 
in order to prevent the scourge of Tay-Sachs 
disease from striking the next generation, in 

accordance with the directives of the Gedolei Hador. 

Call for an appointment. 
(718) 384-6060, (914) 783-1370, (914) 425-4466 

No fee. Confidentiality assured. 

CHEVRA DOR YESHORIM, INC. 
33 Spencer Street• Brooklyn, N.Y. 11205 
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How do you protect 
your investment 
in the study of 

DafYomi? 

By reviewing the Daf! 
Our "Daf Yomi Review" 

may be helpful 

write: 

DAF YOMI REVIEW 
POB82 

Staten Island, NY 
10309 

n11'N continue to flourish) who par
ticipated in the prompting, solicita
tion of and issuance of the original 
pronouncement by the Roshei Ye
shivas, for candid statements as to 
when and how, to whom and in what 
terms, with what basis of prior 
knowledge and with what pressure 
of haste and time span for produc
tion, circulation, consultation, sign
ing, and issuance there emerged the 
pronouncment which initially came 
forth. This would seem to have the 
potential for a valuable contribution 
to the pages of The Jewish Observer, 
likely to prove illuminating as well as 
interesting to readers and editor
ship both. 

SAUL BERNSTEIN 
Kew Gardens. N.Y. 

Two beautiful portraits of Rabbi Moshe Feinstein Zt"l 
and Rabbi YaakovKamenetzkyZt"I have been made bythe 
noted artist Elie Benzaquen. 

.. *tr" c ) 
The artist who is currently learning in yeshiva felt inspired to 

commemorate the passing of these Gedolim of our time. 
The portraits have been produced in lithograph form on 11"x17" 

fine high grade heavy off white textured art paper. Each lithograph 
is presented in a high quality, acid free, bevel cut presentation mat, 
and is plastic wrapped and ready for framing (16xZO). 

Each lithograph is signed and numbered by the artist and comes 
with a certificate of authenticity. 

To order, please send check or M.O. of $50 for each lithograph. 
Please specif>' mat color: black, white, cream, It. gray or dark gray. 

··•·····••••····••····••••····•···········••····••······•·······•·····••• 
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D Rabbi Moshe Feinstein Zt"l D Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky Zt"l 

Elie Benzaquen 

Address-------------- P.O. Box 9486 Elmora Sta. 

City _____ State ____ Zip__ Elizabeth,NJ.07202-0486 

It should be noted that the earliest numbers in a limited edition are rnost prized and 
valued and these may be secured by early order. Please allow 2 - 3 vveeks for delivery. 

THE REVIEWER REPLIES: 

My remarks indeed dealt primari
ly-not exclusively-with two (not 
one) chapters of Mr. Bernstein's book 
and that because the issues raised 
by them are both most important 
and most relevant even today. 

To deal with some minor points 
first: Mr. Bernstein himself points 
out that I did not attribute the terms 
"Modem Orthodoxy" and 'Yeshiva 
Orthodoxy" to him. I fully realize 
that these terms (well accepted in 
current Jewish sociological writing) 
are anathema wherever it is sought 
to play down the veiy real distinc
tions in approach between these 
trends (hence the recent meteoric 
rise of the label "Centrist" in place of 
"Modem"). In the sentence quoted 
by Mr. Bernstein, I merely wanted to 
compliment him on trying to do jus
tice, by and large, to all trends. Like
wise, when I WTote that Mr. Bern
stein "suggested" what I felt con
strained to label as a totally un
acceptable account of the origin of 
the Synagogue Council psak. I mere
ly meant to be courteous: ifhe insists 
that he considers it a statement of 
fact, I will naturally accept that. 

Mr. Bernstein took great umbrage 
at my stating about his afore-men
tioned account "and be it at some
body else's instigation"-yet I merely 
based myself on his own words. On 
p. 279 he makes it veiyclearthat his 
account is based on somebody else's 
statement. I felt it only fair to allude 
to this-not indeed as a justification 
for the truly offensive nature of this 
account but as an extenuating cir
cumstance. 

To my surprise Mr. Bernstein did 
not respond at all in his letter to 
what after all was my main point: 
that it is intolerable, nonsensical, 
and downright insulting to claim 
that the Gedolei HaTorah involved 
were persuaded to sign a hastily 
prepared statement, even though 
unfamiliar with the details of the 
issue. Mr. Bernstein is understand
ablysensitive to any implication that 
he was externally manipulated. Yet 
he has no problem with passing on 
such allegations about Gedolei Yis
roel. I advise Mr. Bernstein-and the 
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reader-to look at the names of the 
signatories. These are the men who 
laid the foundation of today's Torah 
community and established the ha
lachic approaches that are accepted 
by all of Orthodoxy, including the 
"Centrists." It is ridiculous and of
fensive to imply that they were not 
acting on their own. 

As for the psakthat was printed, a 
photocopy of the original text ap
pears on this page. handwritten, and 
signed individually by all the Gedo
lim present at the meeting. To sug
gest. as Mr. Bernstein does, that 
there was an earlier "original an
nouncement" is ridiculous. (He at
taches so much importance to the 
alleged document. Had it existed, 
would it have encouraged belonging 
to an organization of mixed mem
bership. instead of prohibiting it?) 

Discomfort Does Not Excuse 
Offensive Allegations 

The truth is that the Union of 
Orthodox Jewish Congregations, 
which Mr. Bemstien served in an 
executive position for many years, 
was caught by this psak in an ex
tremely awkward position-as evi
denced by the biennial convention 
debate on the subject. It has been 
tempting for the loyal stalwarts 
within the organizational channels 
of the Union in some way or another 
to try to rationalize the Union's defi
ance of the psak. But in no way does 
this justify denigrating the rabbinic 
personalities who issued the psak. 
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This seems to echo earlier attempts 
in recent history at discrediting the 
decision-making process of our rab
binical leaders, or the Gedolim 
themselves, by people who were un
happy with their psak. How often 
did maskilim, objecting to opinions 
of Rabbi Yitzchok Elchonon Spektor 
a century ago. claim that they were 
the product of his secretary's crea
tive mind? How many times were 
the Chofetz Chaim and Rabbi Chaim 
Ozer Grodzenski accused of being 
"manipulated," or simply considered 
"out of touch With events," when 
people found their pronouncements 

not to their liking? Rather than try
ing to pick holes into how the anti
SCA psakwas issued, it behooves us 
to act on it-confirmed and recon
firmed as it was by Gedolei Hadar. 

A Non-Issue Until 1955 

Finally, as to the "silence of Agu
dath Israel" prior to 1955, the fact is 
that for good historical reasons the 
Synagogue Council was then a non
issue for its American compo
nents-Zeirei Agudath lsreael 
(founded 1922) and Agudath Israel 
(founded in 1939, after several ear
lier attempts). Their older rabbinic 
leaders were in the Agudath Harab
bonim, the up-and-coming Bnei 
Torah went into Chinuch-and if 
they took rabbinic positions, they 
were not in congregations involved 
With the Synagogue Council. (Inci
dentally, the 1912 date in the Ameri
can Jewish Yearbook refers to the 
founding conference of the World 
Agudah Movement in Katowicz.) 
Thus membership in the S.CA was 
simply not an issue in those years. 
Later-approximately thirty years 
ago-as more young rabbis from 
mainstream yeshivas began to ac
cept pulpits. the Igud Harabbonim 
(then composed primarily of rabbis 
ordained in Mesivta Torah Vodaath) 
presented the she'eilah to the Gedo-
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lei Torah, which led to the psak din. 
Moreover, the primary issue on 

the agenda of Agudath Israel in the 
40's was Hatzolah, together with 
Chinuch, and there was the all
consuming struggle with the secu
lar organizations over the tactics 
and funds needed. Yet. I did not have 
to search long in the pages of Agu
dath Israel's monthly newspaper, 
The Orthodox Tribune for the years 
1940-45, for an editorial calling for 
the boycott of an educational con
ference called by the Jewish Educa
tion Committee (forerunner of the 
Board of Jewish Education of New 
York) because participating in the 
conclave with Conservative and Re-
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form rabbis would give undeserved 
recognition to these deviationist 
groups; other articles protesting 
against cooperation with Conserva
tive and Reform rabbis; and the reso
lutions adopted at the 1944 conven
tion of Agudath Israel (Orthodox 
Tribune, IV, 5-6) which clearly limit 
cooperation with other Jewish or
ganizations to political and rescue 
matters, etc., "as far as the religious 
principles embodied in the Law of 
the Torah. allow such cooperation." 
Could anybody imagine-as I pointed 
outin my review-that these princi
ples allowed for organizations based 
on "three branches of Judaism"? 

As for Rabbi Herbert S. Goldstein. 
he set a formidable example that not 
all have seen fit to follow. A man of 
great integrity and a servant of Kial 
Yisroel. he did not hesitate to res
pond to the directives of Gedolei 
Yisroel and leave the S.CA as soon 
as they issued their psak. 
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"IN CASE OF DOUBT .•• " 

To the Editor: 
The short note: "'Jn Case You Had 

Any Doubts ... " in thelyar5736/May 
1986 JO is an example of why there 
is so much animosity between the 
Orthodox and the Conservative (as 
well as Reform and secular) branches 
of Klal Israel. I can understand the 
anguish felt by the Orthodox over 
the "who is a Jew" issue. The au
thor's concern is well taken. How
ever, the snide, angry tone and the 
judgemental and presumptive pos
ture of the note is gratuitously of
fensive. The Conservatives discussed 
and debated a difficult and serious 
issue. In this instance they ulti
mately took action that upheld ha
lacha. Is it wrong to debate and dis
cuss? Are there no Torah Jews who 
have less than perfect understand
ing? How are the 25% who might 
have gone astray to be corrected, if 
they cannot feel free to express their 
mistaken ideas? ls it not a tribute to 
the Conservative majority that they 
corrected (by voting down) those of 
their own community who might 
have led them away? To assume 
that one's adversaries have done 
wrong before they have taken wrong 
action is not halachic, bears no lov
ing kindness, and results in a widen
ing of differences. Teaching is best 
conveyed by example, not by pre
sumptive outrage. As one who has 
the greatest respect and support for 
the Orthodox position, I am insulted 
by this premature and mean-minded 
judgement. 

TEFILLIN FOUND! 
BINYOMIN ELIEZER 

LEBOWITZ 
(LEBOVICS) 

CALL 
(212) 791-1826 
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The major part of the May/Iyar 
issue is devoted to the life of Rabbi 
Kamenetzky, a man of unquestioned 
integrity and upholder of traditional 
observance. The thrust of the arti
cles about Rabbi Kamenetzky re
peatedly stress his great humility 
and loving kindness as well as his 
adherence to halachic law. Where is 
the humility, the loving kindness in 
the "In Case ... Doubts .. .'' note? 
Without humility and loving kind
ness where is there room for Torah 
and Halacha? If and when the Con
servative community actually takes 
action that appears wrong-headed. 
then and only then is criticism war
ranted. An example: I am not a 
wealthy man; I do a good deal of 
shopping at "Ilea markets." Am l to 
presume (when other indications 
are lacking) that every unusually 
inexpensive item is stolen? I cannot. 
For to do so would be to judge (with· 
out evidence) my fellow man to be a 
thief. That would be my sin. I prefer 
to trust my fellow man unless and 
until proven otherwise. Can one Jew 
do any less for another? 

So dear JO, please continue to 
advocate a Jewish life of Torah and 
traditional halacha, but do so only 
by means that do not discredit and 
do not demean the example of our 
greatest sages and the teachings of 
Torah and Talmud. We are taught 
that the second Temple was des
troyed because of unwarranted 
hatred between Jews. For our tradi
tions to survive, Jews and Judaism 
must presume the best. 

SHALOM TENEN 
San Francisco 

CLINICAL 
PSYCHOLOGIST 

N.Y. STATE LICENSED 
(718) 372-3111 
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EDITORIAL RESPONSE: 

It is gratifying that the Conserva· 
live Rabbinate has thus far not 
adopted the Reform Movement's ra
dical position of accepting children 
of non.Jewish mothers as Jews on 
the basis of the Jewishness of the 
father.At least those Jews who iden· 
tifywith the Conservative Movement 
will be spared the misinformation 
that they can marry such non.Jews 
on the false assumption that they 
are Jewish. By contrast. it is heart· 
rending to consider how many Jews 
will be misled into an unwitting 
mixed marriage on the basis of the 
Reform decision. In fact, if the vote 
under discussion had been an in· 
formal poll of the opinion of the Con
servative lay community, this vote in 
favor of upholding Torah law could 
be interpreted as a willingness to 
identifywith halachicJudaism, and 
it would have been applauded. 

This time, however, it was a rab· 
binic group. An organization of 
Conservative rabbis actually took a 
Torah law and put it on the voting 
block, to say: "All in favor of Torah 
law, raise your hand.All opposed .... " 
There is no way in which such a 
cavalier attitude toward Torah can 
be countenanced, no matter what 
the outcome. 

It reminds one of the time the 
Synagogue's Sunshine Committee 
paid a visit to their ailing rabbi. The 
chairman cleared his throat and 
cheerfully informed the rabbi, "The 
Board of Directors met last night. 
sir, and voted I 5 to 7 that you have a 
refuah shleimah." 

The positive outcome might prove 
reassuring to some, but I'd venture 
that it gave the rabbi small comfort. 
Should his recovery be put up to a 
vote? 

What can one say about the au· 
thenticity of a Jewish religious 
movement whose rabbinical leader-
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ship puts fidelity to a particular 
halacha-one governing Jewish 
identity. no less!-up to a vote? 

It also pays to bear in mind that, in 
the Conservative Movement. a los
ing vote on an issue promoting 
change is invariably followed by a 
winning vote-as a matter of social 
trend. and as part of Conservative 
doctrine. Witness the counting of 
women in a minyan. When the issue 
was first put to vote, it was defeated. 
But it was only a matter of time 
before a later vote had positive re
sults, and subsequently. not only 
were women counted in a minyan. 
they were eventually ordained. 

And-of great significance-even 
for the time that the "nays" prevailed, 
the option of calling women to the 
Torah and including them in a min
yan was left to the individual Con
servative rabbi. as "mora d'atra." 
What does this portend for patrtli
neal descent among the Conserva
tives? 

Decisions on halachic matters, by 
the way, are not necessarily deter
mined by the Rabbinical Assembly. 
A halacha committee consisting of 
laymen also has the power to insti-

tute changes in halacha-such as 
in the case of"permitting" driving to 
services on Shabbos. 

So this time halacha won in the 
Rabbincial Assembly. The outcome 
is cause for neither cheers nor op
timism. The fact that halacha can 
be a subject for voting is in itself 
cause for dismay. 

RABBI NISSON WOLPIN 

SEEKING A SOURCE FOR 
ANOTHER "MINHAG" 

To the Edi tor: 

In the February issue of the J.O., 
an anonymous correspondent re
quested a source for the "minhag" 
off bringing small children to shul 
who run back and forth. disrupting 
the davening. Having been moti
vated by that example. I too would 
like to turn to the J.O. readers with 
my quest for a source supporting 
another "minhag." 

Here in the United States. we have 
come to accept the "traditional" ca
lendar for the school year starting 
the week after Labor Day and ending 
the third week in June. Even yeshi
vos and Bais Yaakovs have adopted 
this nine month schedule (Succos 
and Pesach vacation taken into ac
count) for Torah education. In fact it 
has become so customary to inter
rupt our children's regular Torah 

Noam School of Jewish Studies 
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study for two and a half months 
every summer that hardly anyone 
questions this practice today. 

"But our children aren't on vaca
tion from Torah study," some would . 
argue. ''They simply continue their 
learning in day or overnight camps." 

Anyone who would contend that 
Torah study continues on the same 
level during the summer has never 
attended camp. Of course, many 
camps do Include a learning pro
gram, but it never comes close to 
matching the intensity of the yeshi
vos and Bais Yaakovs these same 
children attend during the year. 

You don't take a layman's word for 
it? Ask any yeshiva Rebbe or Bais 
Yaakov teacher. They'll tell you that 
during the summer break children 
forget more than a quarter of what 
they learned during the year (and 
that's with the camp learning pro
grams). 

But even if there is intensive Torah 
study in some camps, not every fam
ily can afford to send their children 
to camps in the summer. When it 
comes to yeshiva tuition. most me
nahelim recognize that yesiva edu
cation is a birthright and not a lux
ury. Few children are turned away 
from Torah education because the 
parents cannot afford full tuition. 
But how many camps operate on 
that basis? If summer camp is sup
posed to replace yeshiva education 
during the summer, why should any 
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child have to settle for "only one 
trip"? The answer, of course, is that 
summer camp is a luxury and was 
never intended to replace yeshiva 
education. So then why do we allow 
our children's Torah education to be 
compromised every summer? 

"Children Do Need a Rest" 

"Children do need a rest," some 
answer. "They can learn better dur
ing the year if they have a little vaca
tion in the summer." 

Any adult who has ever worked or 
learned (which should include us 
all) Will know that frequent short 
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breaks refresh more than along one. 
Certainly our- children's need for 
"rest" would be far better served by 
adding an extra half hour to recess 
every day and having four weeks off 
in the summer than by our current 
schedule. 

"Look, children simply have to get 
out of the City,'' others argue. "There 
is just too much prit2us (immodesty) 
in the streets! Our children need to 
be protected from the moral filth 
they would be exposed to in the City 
during the summer months." 

If that argument is the justifica
tion for a nine month yeshiva ca-

lendar, perhaps we should eliminate 
June and September. as well. After 
all, judging from the "streets," there 
is little noticeable difference between 
August and September. 

"O.K.," some might respond. "To
rah education does suffer during the 
summer, but there's just no alterna
tive to the present system. We 
couldn't lengthen the yeshiva ca
lendar because so many government 
services and programs are tied into 
the secular school calendar. We'd 
love to have an eleven- or at least 
ten-month yeshiva calendar, but you 
just can't do that in America." 
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If that argument held any water, 
then yeshivos and Bais Yaakovs in 
Europe and Eretz Yisroel would have 
adopted the same abbreviated ca
lendars that we have. The fact is, 
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however, that in Europe and Eretz 
Yisroel, Torah education begins well 
before the secular schools and con
tinues long after they've closed. I'm 
sure it isn't easy for them, either, but 
somehow they manage. 

Trade in Camp Fees For Tuition? 

Finally, some would point to the 
almighty "bottom line." "It would 
simply cost too much money to ex
tend the yeshiva school year. Our 
mosdos hachinuch (educational in
stitutions) are operating at a deficit 
as is. We would be forced to raise 
tuitions and parents would object to 
the extra exr •nse. Then they might 
pull their chuuren out of our institu
tion and we would suffer a drop in 
enrollment!" 

Of course, no one can predict with 
any degree of certainty just how par
ents would respond. Indeed, some 
parents might object to tuition hikes 
designed to cover the cost of a fuller 
Torah education calendar. But I 
suspect that I am not the only parent 
who would gladly trade in some camp 
tuition money for extended yeshiva 
education. 

So, although the arguments in 
favor of the "traditional" calendar of 
Torah education in America do not 
seem very convincing, we neverthe
less continue the "minhag" of pro
viding watered-down schedules of 
Torah education for our children 
during the three-month summer 
vacation. Therefore, I must conclude 
that a source exists to support this 
preactice. Perhaps it was endorsed 
by a Gado! Hador in a public ad
dress that I missed. Perhaps a group 
of Roshei Hayeshiva endorsed this 
policy at a special conference on 
chinuch not open to the public. Or, 
perhaps a poseik gave his blessing 
to this schedule in a written teshuva 
that I have not seen. 

If so, I would welcome any referen
ces or clues to a source for our 
uniquely American calendar of To
rah education. Maybe then I won't 
feel so guilty signing my children's 
"fourth quarter" report cards know
ing that their formal Torah educa
tion is being suspended for a full 
quarter of the year! 

A CONCERNED AMERICAN PARENT 
Name and City 
Withheld by Request 
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THEDORYESHORIMAPPROACH: 
RESPONDING TO HYSTERIA 

To the Editor: 

Thank you for bringing to light 
the serious and difficult problem of 
Tay-Sachs (JO, May '86). It is an 
Issue which, as you have observed, 
has been ignored for too long in !he 
frum community. The tragic suffer
ing and ultimate death of our son 
Zevi,described in your article, was in 
part a consequence of this ignor
ance. 

The response of Chevra Dor Ye
shorim is indeed gratifying, as we 
can be sure that due to their efforis 
there will be fewer Tay-Sachs chil
dren born. However, there are cer
tain details regarding the recom
mended method of carrier testing 
which we would like to address. 

The policy of refusing to inform 
carriers of their status does much to 
perpetuate the myths and ignorance 
associated with that status. The vast 
majority of the Jewish community ls 
highly educated and if, properly in
formed, should easily be able to un
derstand that a carrier is perfectly 
healthy and normal and that there is 
no harm in a shidduch in which only 
one person is a carrier. By conceal
ing this information. the implica
tion, as unintended as it may be, is 
that being a carrier is something to 
be embarrassed about. The alleged 
"psychic burden" of carrying the 
Tay-Sachs gene is nothing more 
than exaggerated hysteria caused by 
the heretofore unwillingness of the 
frum community to deal with Tay
Sachs in a logical manner. 

On a more practical level, consider 
the yeshiva bochur who is a carrier 
(approximately 1 in 25 Ashkenazic 
Jews) but does not know it. The first 
ten times he calls DorYeshorim, and 
is told the shidduch is acceptable. 
Will he continue to call each time. or 
will he erroneously assume that he 
is not a carrier and therefore stop 
checking with Dor Yeshorim? Hu
man nature tells us that the latter 
will occur, more than likely with dis
tressing regularity. And what of the 
person who is told the shidduch is 
not acceptable? He immediately 
knows he is a carrier and also that 
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the other person is a carrier. Instead 
of informing him and advising him 
appropriately. we are implying that 
we didn't want him to know, but 
unfortunately we had to tell him. 
Such policies hinder knowledge, 
awareness, and ability to deal effec
tively with the Tay-Sachs problem. 
and insinuate that being a carrier is 
"bad." 

Those who feel uncomfortable with 
the Dor Yeshorim system should be 
urged to go for testing at Mt. Sinai 
Hospital or other approved institu
tion and to ask to be notified of their 
carrier status. Each person is per
fectly entitled to keep his "status" 
private, and must respect the pri
vacy of others. 

An open information policy, com
bined with proper education, with 
no stigmas attached, would truly be 
the most effective method of elimi
nating the horror of Tay-Sach dis
ease. 

CHEV! SCHRADER 
DR SHI.OMO SCHRADER 
Meva..">Seret Zion, Israel 

THE AUTHOR REPLIES: 

First and foremost. one should 
bear in mind that Dor Yeshorim's 
program is the result of many 
months of discussion between the 
organization's founders. rabbanim. 
and experts in the medical field. 
Additionally, the prominent roshei 
yeshiva who affixed their signatures 
to the public proclamation accom
panying my article, did so only after 
thoroughly questioning "Mr. Fried
man" (see article) as to the exact 
nature of the program. All agreed 
that the path chosen by Dor Yesho
rim is the correct one, the one to be 
pursued. 

The Schraders contend that a 
highly educated Jewish community 
should have no difficulty handling 
the problem of positive carrier sta
tus. Our community's high level of 
education is not a recent develop
ment, nor are the ravages of Tay
Sachs or the "carrier-status" blood 
test. What, then, has held up a mass 
screening program for so long? 
There are two factors. as mentioned 
in the lead-in to the article. 

While the psychic burden of posi
tive status may indeed be "exagger
ated hysteria," not every young man 
and woman has the emotional sta
bility required to handle a genetic 
disadvantage, albeit one that will 
never affect him, so long as he mar
ries the proper partner. It was for 
this reason that HaGaon Rabbi 
Moshe Feinstein'"" (in the teshuua 
I cited) cautioned against having the 
test taken before one reaches mar-
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rtageable age. (Reb Moshe's teshuva 
was wrl tten long before Dor Yesho
rlm's system of total anonymity was 
conceived.) 

The second factor to be considered 
is perhaps more critical than the 
first. One must bear in mind that we 
are dealing with a test of a very rare 
nature. Here, the results will have 
bearing not on one's own health, but 
on whom he or she can consider 
manying. All are well aware of the 
very sensitive nature of shidduchim 
Parents and their children involved 
in this pursuit have enough to be 
concerned about without the added 
woriy of rejection because of the 
other party's "exaggerated hysteria." 

It was Mrs. Schrader herself who 
had her suggestion of carrier testing 
met with stubborn opposition in a 
girls' high school. As she herself put 
it (quoted in the Baltimore Jew
ish Times), "Basically, it's the fear 
that if you're tested, at what point do 
you tell the girl or guy that you're a 
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carrier?" The resistance Mrs. 
Schrader encountered substantiates 
the delicate nature of this matter. 

As to the contention that a boy or 
girl, being unaware of their status, 
will erroneously cease calling to 
check the compatibility of their 
shidduchim after a certain point: 
hopefully, someone educated re
garding Tay-Sachs and not beset 
wl th woriy concerning his or her 
own status, will not be so careless 
when all that is required is a simple 
phone call. Then again, there are two 
parties in every shidduch-if one 
opts not to call, chances are that the 
other party will call. In any event, if 
such carelessness were. G-d forbid, 
to lead to unfortunate results, it 
would be the fault of the parties 
involved: a program that identifies 
carriers could. of itself, lead to the 
needless breakup of shidduchim
something that Dor Yeshorim has 
successfully avoided. 

I conclude by quoting from a res
ponse to the Schraders' letter pre
pared by the founders of Dor Ye
shorim: 

"Dor Yeshorim is actively assist
ing research efforts by Mount Sinai 
Medical Center in New York City to 
make carrier detection available for 

Start 5747 
off right. 

We will send you FREE the 
Luach for learning 
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each day. 
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Call or write: 
Rabbi Elias Karp 

1880 47th St, 
Brookl~n, N,Y, 11204 
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other Jewish genetic diseases, i.e., 
Gauchers Disease and Nieman Pik, 
etc. The prospect for a reliable test In 
the very near future is quite promis
ing. Once we begin dealing with car
riers of various disease, the hazard 
of error, even among the better edu
cated class, may 1"n result in a tra
gedy or needlessly prevent the mar
riage of a perfect match. The data
bank of Dor Yeshorim staffed by 
trained professionals will always be 
safer and less susceptible to error or 
confusion than the alternative. 

"After thoroughly examining all 
options, considering all potential 
drawbacks, the overwhelming con
sensus was in support of this pro
gram as the only one containing the 
necessary components to achieve the 
desired goal-total eradication of 
Tay-Sachs, as well as other genetic 
diseases. from our community. 

"The success of our system to date 
is a direct result of its sensitivity to 
the problem of carrier stigmatiza
tion. It is with this in mind that 
Gedolei Yisroel, in their proclama
tions. have specifically cautioned 
against any deviation from the ap
proved method." 

RABBI SHIMON FINKELMAN 

You're Readyto Leave 
New York City .•• Bur ... 

You \Vant to c-ontinue to have a 
choice of schools \vhich ofif:>r a high 
quality of ()rthodox and secular 
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close knit, \varn1 con1111unity dedi
cated to Torah,Avodah and Gen1illus 
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You want to be close to your job or 
business in Midtown or knver Man
hattan .. 

You want excell('nf hon1£> value \vi th 
the lo\vest real estate l<:iXes in Bergen 
County. 

THEN ••• 
K'haIAdathjeshurun ofl>aramus, 
under the leadership of Rabbi Yechez
kf>l Zv.leig, rnay be a solution you 
should consider. 
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Mr. IK Mrs. Chaim If. Leshkowitz 
Mt. IK Mrs. Yossie LeshkoUlitz 
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Best Wishes to all our 
friends and relatives 

for a Happy, Healthy and 
ProsperousNew Year 

Mr. artd Mrs. 
Alan]ay Rosenberg 

Kew Gardens, N. Y. 

Best Wishes for a year . 
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Shiya & Sara Webster 
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NEWS FR.OM 
AGUDATH ISRAEL 

EDITOR"S NOTE: 

Reports on the activities of Agudath Israel 
of America that usually appear in the latter 
part of The Jewish Observer will now be 
found in greater detail in COALITION: 
News and Currents in Agudath Israel of 
America. which will be appearing five times 
yearly. 

These pages will continue to present 
selected news briefs of special interest and 
occasional photographs of noteworthy 
events. 

If you would like to receive COALITION in 
yourmailOOx on a regular basis.send in your 
name and address to COALITION, Agudath 
Israel of America. 5 Beekman Street. New 
York City. 10038. 

WHOLESALE 

Agudath Israel's ReShet Opens Daytime 
Midtown Bais Medrash: Businessmen. 
professionals, office employees-anyone 
who finds himself in the mid-town area 
of Manhattan during the working day
will now be able to avail themselves of a 
new bais medrash, affording a respite of 
Torah learning in the middle of a hectic 
day. The Midtown Bais Medrash, an 
oasis of Torah and Tefilloh in the center 
of the nation's frenetic-paced business 
capital. was opened by Reshet Shiurei 
Torah, the Torah Education Network of 
Zeirei Agudath Israel of America. It in
cludes four rooms for shiurim, chav
ruso-leaming, and a mincha minyan, 
located between 5lst and 52nd Streets 
at 1290 Avenue of the Americas. Suite 
1063. According to Rabbi Labish Becker. 
directorofZeireiAgudath Israel. the new 
bais medmsh expands upon the success 
of a similar Torah center affiliated with 
ReShet at 25 Broadway (Suite 1028) in 
the city's Wall Street area. Daily shiurim 
are led by Agudath Israel's presidium
member Rabbi Chaskel Besser and a 
noted Torah activist, Mr. Nachum Stein 
at I :00 p.m .• followed by Mincha at I :35. 

Individuals or groups interested in 
utilizing the rooms for Torah study at 
various hours of the day can contact 
tel. 212-791-1800 extension 37. 

Mobile Units to Bypass Ban on Reme
dial Aid to Yeshivas: A number of yeshi
vos and other nonpublic schools in New 
York City, whose entitlements to pub
licly-funded remedial education for their 
students were severely affected by a 
Supreme Court decision last year, will be 
proVided this fall with a new alternative 
that avoids conflict with the High Court's 
ruling. it has been announced by Agu
dath Israel of America. 

According to Mordechai Avigdor, Esq., 
executive director of the Agudath Israel 
Commission on Legislation and Civic 
Action and associate general counsel of 
the organization, the Board of Education 
of the City of New York has procured a 
fleet of special mobile instructinal units 
(MIU's). at a cost of several million dol
lars, to satisfy the Supreme Court's stip
ulation that publicly-funded remedial 
programs cannot be administered on
site in religious schools. 

Agudath Israel is also currently nego
tiating the establishment of "neutral" 
sites for remedial instruction in some 15 
locations near yeshivas throughout the 
city, and has arranged with the Board of 
Education for a small number of 
"SIU's"-stationaryinstructional units
to be placed adjacent to several yeshiva 
buildings. 

RETAIL 

Shopping for just that Special Sterling Gift? 
visit ... 

BERGER SILVER 

i 
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For the first time since they were composed 
nearly 800 years ago, the complete 
commentaries to the Five Megillos of the 
Rokeach, R' Elazar Rokeach of Worms 
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Transcribed from the manuscript, edited, 
and annotated by the renowned gaon Rabbi 
Chaim Kanievsky N"tt'?W' of Bnei Brak. 
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postage and handling. 
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Name. 
Street. 
City, State, Zip 
Payment enclosed ........ . 

Julius Klugmann, O.P.C. 
461 Ft. Washington Ave. 

New York, N.Y. 10033 
General Distributor for the Five 

Megillos: 

Z. Berman Books 
4520~17th Ave .. Brooklyn, \'.Y. 

Tel. 718-871-5316 

"Fresh Start" for Displaced Homemak
ers Adds New Components: The crea
tion ofa new, "after-hours" evening pro
gram, the installment of self-training 
typewriting facilities, and the inaugura
tion of a contact network for graduate 
alumnae are part of a further expansion 
this summer of Agudath Israel's Fresh 
Start Training Program for Displaced 
Homemakers. A division of Project COPE, 
Agudath Israel's career preparation and 
employment agency Fresh Start was 
founded in 1980with the specific aim of 
helping women who. due to family crisis, 
must find work outside their own home. 
Over the seven years of its existence. it 
has helped some 3000 women-widowed, 
divorced, separated, or thrust into the 
job market due to husband's disability
with a variety of services including indi
vidual and group counseling, educational 
assistance, job placement. and practice 
in financial planning, legal issues, and 
personal health care. Fresh Start offices 
can be reached at 718-627-3500. 

Chicago City Council Defeats Gay Rights 
Bill: A previously anticipated victory for 
gay rights activists here was turned back 
dramatically on July 29 when the Chi
cago City Council voted 30 to 18 to defeat 
a bill that would have added "sexual 
orientation" to the list of protected cate
gories under local anti-discrimination 
laws. as a result of a strenuous opposi
tion effort by several religious groups, 
including Agudath Israel of Illinois. 

ZAVE 
SHERLIN 
ORCHESTRA 
(718) 434-3540 

Also Available As ONE MAN BAND 

GARY HONICK 
(301) 764-8676 

f.DDIE SINGER 
(301) 358·4037 

California Aguclah Hails New UCLA 
Sabbath Guidelines: 'We expect that 
other colleges throughout the state will 
soon follow the excellent example of the 
University of California, and translate 
our new state Sabbath law into easy-to
understand campus policies," declared 
Dr. Irving Lebovics, co-chairman of the 
Calif omia chapter of the Commission on 
Legislation and Civic Action of Agudath 
Israel of America. 

The Orthodox Jewish activist made 
his comments after receiving new guide
lines issued by U.C.LA, directing its 
faculty to comply with the recently en
acted California statute that requires 
universities to accommodate requests 
for alternate exam dates from Sabbath
otserving students. 

The new law, sponsored by Agudath 
Israel of California and authored by As
semblyman Tom Hayden is patterned 
after similar Sabbath observer laws, 
developed by COLPA. and on the books in 
several other states across the country. 

Zelrei Agudath Israel Fetes Dais Med
rash Intro Program: Last June the first 
annual siyum of the Zeirei Agudath 
Israel High School-Bats Medrash Chav
ruso Program was celebrated. highlight
ing the success of a project that paired 
off scores of teen-aged youth at five 
yeshiva high schools for a year of regular 
one-on-one learning sessions ith talmi
dim of higher yeshivos. According to 
Rabbi Labish Becker, director of ZAI., 
'"Frequent interaction with a role model 
only several years older, a youngster de
voted to Torah study purely for its own 
sake, makes a particular impression 
upon a high school student.." 

DIGEST OF MEFORSHIM 

'"'P' 1ri:i. '"'PJ 
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Available at 

LEKUTEI INC. 
c/o I. Rosenberg 

10 West 47th Street, Room 702 
New York, N.Y. 10036 

(212) 719-1717 

20 Volumes on Torah, Perek, 
Medrash, Megilos and Talmud. 

Proceeds of sa]es distributed 
among Yeshivas and used for 

reprinting of volumes out-of:print 

PRICE $7.!lO PER VOLUME 
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$6 Million Is Needed Today! 
Today we can have 50,000 children in a true Torah atmosphere 

in the Chlnuch Atzmai-T orah Schools System. 
How can we do this?The fact is we don't have to do much. Many 

of them are already standing in line. In the !ast 3 years. we have 
added 5,000 children to our schools and kindergartens. We also 
had to turn away thousands more. due to the inability to find seats 
for them. 

Government funds for Chinuch Atzmai are frozen. We can't get 
enough funding to pay for the teachers of our existing students -
40, 000 children. 

Yet in spite of the incredible, overcrowded conditions, more and 
more parents keep trying to enroll their children. They come literal
ly begging for our help. And we today stand helpless, utterly unable 
to respond. Classes are being opened in cellars, in shelters, in 
private apartments - anywhere, This year, children were greeted 
on the lawn, and gatherings held outside by principals improvising, 
while enough chairs were scraped together to seat enrollments that 
were in some classes double that of last year. 

Dear Jews of America, the main battle for Israel isn't being fought 
in Lebanon. It is being fought in the kindergartens and elementary 
schools across the land of Israel 

And today, we can win the hearts and souls of at least 10,000 
more children over the next 3 years. They are coming to us. Dare 
we turn these children away? 

What do we need? To begin with. we need a major fundraising 
effort. In addition to the $4,000.000 we must raise each year to 
maintain the present system, we urgently require $6.000,000 to 
build new school buildings ·in many areas, and to fund the enroll· 
men! of all those thousands of children who have already begged 
us for a school. 

T!"il:' ''l:li :'l'M" •r.i 
During these Yomim Noraim, when we beseech HaShem for a 

good life, we beg you: which children will we accept, and which 
must we let fa!l by the wayside? who will be part of the chain of the 
tradition of Klal Yisroel, and who will be lost? 
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You can make it happen with 
$6,000,000 today! 

HELP US SAY YES TO EVERY CHD..D 

Our goal is to reach every Jewish child in 
every community and settlement in Israel. 

Subsidize A School For A Year 
Sponsor Prefab Classrooms 
Playground Facilllit>s 
Nassilayom 
Memorial Plaque 
Child Sponsorship 
Annual Membership 

$75.000 
$10.500 

$3,600 
S 1.800 
S 1.000 
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1 TORAH.SCHOOLS FOR ISRAEL 
I CHINUCH ATZMAI ~., • ....,.,, '""" "'" I 167 Madi;on Avenue. New York NY 10016 1212! 889 0606 

I OEnclosed find my contribution of s ______ _ 

I OPlease accept my pledge of _________ _ 
I Name _________________ _ 

I Address ________________ _ 
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