


MARCH 7-10 1987 

DISCOVER thousands of new 
Kosher food products 

REDISCOVER thousands of 
traditional Kosher food products 

ENJOY a gigantic Kosher food 
tasting bazaar 

EXPLORE the universe of Kosher 
caterers, restaurants, hotels, 
resorts, Jewish travel landmarks 

LEARN new creative Kosher 
cookery 

SEE hundreds of new products 
and ideas for good Jewish 
living-Exhibitors displaying 
antique and contemporary Judaica, 
Jewish crafts and arts, books, etc. 

.. 
t 

rf1•9~ipen. 
•::J-~j(>I) 
Jayif.$ ··•• ~t 

PL US ceift~·s 1.8 .... ilit'l 
• Free Prize ~}°"'~& 

Drawings ~~!ltft ·.··~ 
• Special Events 34tft ~ifv 
• Jewish yort< 

Celebrities 
• Entertainment 
•Cooking 

demonstrations 
• Stimulating 

lectures 
• Educational 

exhibits 

Admission $5.00 
Children under 
six Free 
Inquire about 
Special Group 
Admission 
Tickets 

_L__ _______ _,_ __ . __ --

SHOW DATES: 
Saturday evening, 

March 7, 
7:30 pm-midnight 

Sunday, March 8 
10 am-7 pm 

Monday, March 9 
10 am-7 pm 

Tuesday, March 10 
10 am-5 pm 
For exhibitor and 
visitor information, 
contact: 

Irving I. Silverman 
NANCY NEALE 
ENTERPRISES, 
INC. 
130 Ash Drive 
Box40 
Roslyn NY 11576 
(516) 621-7130 

New York Phone 
(212) 889-1808 



THE JEWISH OBSERVER (ISSN) 
0021-6615 is published monthly 
except July and August, by the Agu
dath Israel of America, 84 William 
Street, New York, N.Y. I 0038. Second 
class postage paid at New York, N.Y. 
Subscription $18.00 per year; two 
years, $30.00; three years, $40.00. 
Outside of the United States (US 
funds only) $10 surcharge per year. 
Single copy; $2.50; foreign; $3.00. 
Send address changes to The Jew
ish Observer. 84 William St., N.Y., 
N.Y. I 0038. Printed in the U.SA 

RABBI NISSON WOLPIN, Editoc 

Edtlorial Board 

DR. ERNST BODENHEIMER 
Chainnan 

RABBI JOSEPH ELIAS 
JOSEPH FRJEDENSON 
RABBI NOSSON SCHERMAN 
RABBI MOSHE SHERER 
Management Board 

NAFTOLI HIRSCH 
ISAAC KIRZNER 
RABBI SHWMO LESIN 
NACHUM STEIN 

RABBI YOSEF C. GOLDING 
Bminess Managf'r 

THE JEWISH OBSERVER does not as·· 
sume responsibility for the Kashrus of 
any product or service advertised in its 
pages. 

©Copyright 1986 

JANUARY'87 
VOL. XIX. NO. I 0 

4 
Israel: The Politics of Religious Subterfuge 
Ezriel Toshavi 

8 
Two Paths Through Vienna 
Shlomo Berger 

13 
Editorial Statement on "Moses Mendelssohn" 

15 
THESE CHILDREN ARE OURS: A SYMPOSIUM 
Introduction, Dr. Abraham Twerski 

16 
Teaching the Learning Disabled 
Rebecca Amster 

31 
Special Parenting 
Gerald Tauber 

37 
A Special Visitor 
Dovid Greenwald 

40 
Books in Review 
The Histmy of the Jewish People, from Yavne to Pumbedisa I 
Jewish life in the Village Communities of Southern Germany I 
The Jewish Community in Poland/Authority and Community/ 
Generation to Generation I Until the Moshiach I Finding our 
Fathers 

43 
Second Looks at the Jewish Scene 
Elie Wiesel; Prize Spokesman for Jewry? 

45 
Letter to the Editor 



Ezriel Toshavi 

ISRAEL: 
The Politics of Religious Subterfuge 

S trange. Until a generation ago the Reform move
ment had found Zionism an embarrassment. The 
fathers of Reform had no use for a Messianic era, a 

Temple in Jerusalem, or Zion, and took pains to delete 
mention of Jerusalem and Zion from their prayer books, 
as well as from their ideological lexicon. No return to 
Zion: not even a political Zionism. The first dent in this 
anti-Zion attitude was made by Stephen Wise and Abba 
Hillel Silver in the late 30's. It was scarcely ten years ago 
that the Reform Movement in America created ARZI
the American Reform Zionists. 

Ironic. then, that Reform should make the scene in 
Israel demanding all sorts of recognition, to which it is 
not entitled. even making common cause with left-wing 
Zionists. But then again, the modus operandi of every 
ideology and religious commitment in Israel is politics, 
and politics' propensity for making strange bedfellows is 
well known. This is evident in two recent causes celebres. 

I. THE SIMCHAS TORAH CAPER 

T he first case was the Simchas Torah-Friday night. 
in Israel-incident in Jerusalem's Baka neighbor
hood, an underdeveloped Sephardi neighborhood 

with neither memories nor yearnings for Reform. In 
brief, an American-born Reform rabbi, Levi Weiman
Kelman obtained the use of a neighborhood gymnasium 
to conduct what he called "hakafos"-actually men and 
women dancing together, while holding Torah scrolls. 
The Rav of the section, Rabbi Eliahu Abergil, was told of 
this "celebration" and made a point of entering the social 
hall to reprimand the participants for what he saw clearly 
as a "desecration of the sacred scrolls." 

Ezriel Toshavi observes the Israeli scene for the readers of The Jewish 
Observer. 
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What happened next is a question of which paper you 
read and how much trust you put in the voice of "Kol 
Yisrael." Rabbi Abergil protested the promiscuous be
havior, and attempted to explain to Weiman-Kelman's 
followers that their conduct was unbefitting the scrolls 
they were carrying. His pleas went unheeded. So reported 
Rabbi Abergil. 

But if you read the New York Times, or listen to Kol 
Yisrael, you would have a totally different picture of the 
confrontation, blown up beyond mere verbal exchange. 
The Orthodox rabbi's followers allegedly attempted to 
grab the scrolls, physically assaulted the Reform congre
gants and hurled insults at them, as well. Apparently, 
Weiman-Kelman recognizes a media opportunity when 
he sees one, and wasted no time to get to Kol Yisrael on 
the following day-Shabbos-to present his version of 
the event, the version that also made the Times. 

Understandably, the "other side" did not get aired until 
the next day when Shabbos was over. And then. Rabbi 
Mordechai Eliyahu, Israel's Sephardi Chief Rabbi. and 
his comments-in defense of Rabbi Abergil, in condem
nation of the Reform inroads in Jerusalem, where it has 
no constituency-were consistently interrupted by the 
station's announcers, or contradicted by Reform spokes
men. The press carried the Weiman-Kelman version of 
the proceedings, and riding a crest of media sympathy, 
the Reform rabbi initiated legal proceedings against 
Rabbi Abergil.Afterseveral days, the two antagonists met 
privately. signed a written agreement of mutual respect. 
and embraced in friendship. Weiman-Kelman had want
ed Abergil to also express acceptance of the Reform form 
of worship, which he refused to do. 

The Labor-dominated press was more interested in the 
confrontation that in its resolution. In fact. Arye Bender 
of Maariv (Oct 31) quotes Weiman-Kelman as saying that 
he does not want the incident removed from the public 
agenda: 
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The public relations firm hired by the Reform 
movement to publicize the opening of the new 
HUC campus made haste to magnify the Bak.a 

incident into a national issue. 

"At the local level. the problem has been solved by Rabbi 
Abergil's apology and his promise not to interfere with 
our activities. But we now have a perfect opportunity to 
raise before the public the issue of freedom of worship 
(among Jews) in Israel. The problem is not RabbiAbergil. 
but rather that of the Orthodox monopoly over Judaism 
in Israel and the fact that they refuse to recognize us as 
Jews. They even claim that we are Christians." 

Bender concludes: "Next week, the new and magnifi· 
cent campus of the (Reform) Hebrew Union College will 
be dedicated in Jerusalem. From the point of view of the 
Reform leaders. the timing of the incident in Baka 
couldn't have been better. The public-relations firm. 
which the movement hired to publicize the event. made 
haste to magnify the Baka incident out ofits local context 
and turn it into a national issue." 

The Labor dominated media-especially the air
waves-are quick to make a headline-grabber out of this 

·clash because it serves the agenda of both the Reform 
and the Maarach: it helps to wrest authority away from 
the Orthodox rabbinate. 

Another Voice 

T o be fair. mention must be made of a clear voice of 
dissent from the lynch atmosphere, which aimed 
at making an article of faith out ofReform's case. 

at the expense of Orthodoxy's image. An article by Yeho
shua Bitzur in the same issue of Maariv compares the 
Reform claim of 20 congregations in Israel and the Con
servatives' alleged 30 synagogues with the 7.000 tradi
tional houses of worship. We quote: "One could say that 
neither Conservatives nor the Reform have made it 
through the minimal threshold and have not succeeded 
in attracting even one percent of (Israeli) Jewish wor
shippers. The reason for that is clear. There has never 
been any Reform (movement) among the Oriental com
munities, even if individuals among them may go to 
some Reform synagogue or other. But even among the 
Ashkenazi, when a secular person does finally go to a 
synagogue. even if only on Yorn Kippur. he chooses to go 
to the sort of synagogue his grandfather prayed in or one 
in which his father made his bar mitzva. The average 
secular Israeli does not need anyone to translate the 
Hebrew prayers for him. nor does he need the help of the 
rabbi to find his place in the prayerbook. nor is he aching 
to have his wife sit next to him in synagogue and possibly 
even be called up to the Torah reading. For him the 
synagogue is not a social club. 
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"The claim of the Reform movement to speak for the 
majority of American Jewry is misleading. It is regretta
ble that over half of American Jews are not affiliated with 
any congregation whatsoever. and of the rest. the Con
servatives, not Reform, constitute the biggest movement. 
The truth is that the Reform movement is the last stop 
before assimilation. But Israel's Jews are not faced with 
any such threat, with the possible exception of becoming 
estranged from tradition. That is why they have not been 
attracted by the style of Reform." 

Suzanne/Shoshana Miller, strumming in tallis, to the left ... 

Il. THE LADY FROM COLORADO 

A nother issue of much greater implications was 
the case of Suzanne (Shoshana) Miller. a Reform 
convert from Colorado Springs-a hazanit by 

profession-who last summer emigrated to Israel as a 
Jew. In view of the obvious inadequacy of her Reform 
conversion. Interior Minister Rabbi Yitzchok Peretz 
(Shas Party) refused to recognize her as a Jew. When he 
anticipated that he would be required to accept her as a 
Jew by the Israeli Supreme Court. he added the word 
"ger"-convert-to the description 'Yehudi" on her 
identification papers. As can be imagined, this designa
tion was presented in the media and the Knesset as a 
general rejection of the ger. in violation of the Biblical 
command to love the stranger. while the additional word 
was only inserted to put the unaware on alert that the 
conversion's legitimacy should be ascertained. After that. 
the ger could be fully accepted in Klal Yisrael. 
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It would be more than ironic if the Jewish state
instead of warding off assimilation and 

intermarriage-becomes a tool 
for promoting them! 

Rabbi Peretz's concern was in keeping with preserving 
to Judaism, where applicable. Rabbi Peretz's adminis
trative action was challenged in the courts, and in the 
end of November, Israel's Supreme Court declared that 
adding the word "ger" would "create divisions in the 
Jewish people,"which was contraiy to the purpose of the 
founding of the State. To the contraiy! Consider the pos
sibilities for intermarriage opened up by an unqualified 
"Yehudi" stamped on a Reform convert's identification 
papers! How are people to know that she is not a Yehudi 
at all, but merely a "Reform convert" to Judaism. It would 
be more than ironic if the Jewish State, instead of ward
ing off assimilation and intermarriage, would become 
instrumental in promoting them! 

decision, but they didn't celebrate alone. Shulamit Aloni 
and a contingent of Mapam ministers joined their 
Reform countrymen in toasting the decision. Are these 
old-time Communists, Shinui Party members, and other 
assorted radicals actually identifying with the message 
of "prophetic Judaism" as invented by 19th Century 
Westernized Jews? Not very likely. Rather, it's just 
another case of strange bedfellows rejoicing over another 
area of llfe in the State of Israel being unlinked from its 
Torah moorings. 

A potential desecration of the integrity of Kial Yisroel 
has been brought to the Jewish state by an aggressive 
Reform inroad, representing the tiniest of minorities. If 
this decision is allowed to rest, unchallenged, the situa
tion can only worsen. with no value whatsoever in the 
religious identity on the papers of Israel's citizenry.a 

Members of Israel's tiny Reform community were 
elated over the recognition granted them in the Court's 
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The Nesius of Agudath Israel of America turns to you to help the valiant 
independent farmers who have responded to the call ofMoshav Kommemius to 
keep the Sabbatical year of rest. These men now must find means of support 
during this year of abstinence from farming. Israel's Torah leaders have created 
a fund to support this undertaking-Keren HaShviis-with a budget of over 
$3 million. By contributing generously to Keren HaShviis, you are participating 
in the heroic mitzvah of keeping the Shmittah and-as our teachers have told 
us-hastening the arrival of Moshiach. 

Rabbi Cha.she/ Brssrr; Rabhi Shmuel Avigdor Faive!son (Rosh Yeshiva, Beth Mcdrash Le Torah ofMonsey); 
Rabbi Yosef Yitzchoh Fcige!stoch (Rosh Yeshiva, Long Beach); Rabbi E!ya Fisher (Rosh Kolld"Ger); 
Rabbi Levi Yilzchoh Horowitz (Bostoner Rebbc); Rabbi Avrohom Chaim Levin (Rosh Yeshiva, 
Tclshe.Chifago); Rabbi Yaahov Perlow (Novominsher Rebbe); Rabbi Yosef Harmi Raful (Rosh Yeshiva 
Aterel Torah); Rabbi Aharon Moshe Srhechter (Rosh Yeshiva, R Chaim Berlin); Rabbi Moshe Sherer. 

r------------------------------
11 KEREN HASHVl!S 

c/ o Agudath Israel of America 
I 5 Beekman Street, New York. N.Y. 10038 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Treasurers: 
Rabbi Elya Svei 
Rabbi Yaakov Perlow 
(Novominsker Rebbe) 

In response to the call of Gedolei Yisroel, 
l am enclosing my contribution of 
$ ______ _ 

Name------------

Address ------------

City, State, Zip---------

The Jewish Observer, January 1987 



lbey come from 
Tzf as, Netanya, and 

the near-barren settlements 
of Talpiot. 

lbey spend their days 
in Kollelim, cheder classrooms, 

factories, and secluded Army bases. 

s· 
,, ", 

1beyare 

lbey come from 
Denver, New Square, and 
a metropolis caUed 
BoroPark. 

1bey have goals 
and dreams, and families and bills ... 
like you and I do. But every month they spend 
60-80 hours preparing for a rigorous, written exam 

the 1800 plus 
participants in 

MIFAL HASHAS. 

--~"~- given in testing cites in 20 cities on four continents. 

1beyarethe 
budding Torah giants to whom 

the next generation wiU tum. But the road to 
greatness is long and arduous, since 

When they return home from the exam, the work 
resumes. The next 30 b!att are waiting The next 
test is just 30 days away 

mastery of GANTZ SHAS i.~ the ultimate :'ii~-e~;~E;Zi~~;;>.,z 
destination. But they have their travel 

plans already mapped out 

1hey I.et1heir Fingers Do The Walking 
THROUGH THESE YE/LOWED PAGES. 

Mifal Hashas 
Please send )Vllr tax ded11ctihle contrib11tion to: MIFAL lJAS1-fAS 4606-J 6th AJ'e., Brook/Jm, NY 11204 (718 )436-7790 
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Dodging the Ayatollah's Draft 

TWO PATHS 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

WEST GERMANY 
VIENNA 

~ 
SALZBURG 

0 "'" ~\ 
u s 1' HUNGARY 

YUGOSLAVIA 

ITALY 

THE PATHS CROSS 

A group of young refugees ar
rived in Vienna on the very 
same day in March of 1986. 

Their clothing told only part of the 
hair-raising story; their eyes told 
more. But their lips were sealed 
against betraying the details of their 
escape. The path ahead was fraught 
with even more dangers-subtle. 
true; but high-risk nonetheless. 

One of the boys. Parviz S .. was six· 
teen when he left his home in Tehe· 
ran and kissed his parents good-bye 
forever. There was no way that he 
could imagine ever seeing them 
again. After an excruciating six 

Rabbi Berger is director of the Near- and Middle
East Department ofVaad L'Hatzolas Nidchel Yis
roel, the refugee service arm of Agudath Israel of 
America. 
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Shlomo Berger 

The American news media have begun to tell the story. Iranian 
youths, while yet in their early teens, are subject to draft into the army, to be used as 
cannon fodder in the war against Iraq. To avoid certain death, as many as half a 
million young people have fled the country. Among them are thousands of Jewish 
boys and girls who have managed to escape across rugged terrain, and one way or 
another find themselves in Vienna, a haven to refugees for many years, on their route 
to America-a place where they can live their lives undisturbed and pursue the Iranian 
dream of peace and prosperity. 

Each and every one identifies as a Jew and proudly so, but most have scant formal 
knowledge to back up that pride. 

The question looms: What will happen to their Jewish identity? ... in Vienna? ... in 
Israel? ... in America? Will it blossom to full fruition? Or will it fall by the wayside? 

THROUGH VIENNA 
weeks adventure, Parviz found his 
way to Vienna, Austria. He promptly 
found out about the procedures 
necessary for his admission to the 
United States under the provisions 
offamilyreunification. He registered 
with the proper authorities and was 
notified that in four or five months 
he would probably be given permis
sion to enter the States. In the mean
time, he was told to wait it out and 
relax. His room, with three other 
refugees, was part of an apartment 
with eleven people in it-all boys. in 
this particular case. In what was 
once a living room. two doors down 
the hall from Parviz. lived another 
young immigrant-also from Iran. 
His name was Eshagh L. He was 
almost 18 and had arrived only three 
weeks before Parviz. 

They were among the fortunate 
ones. Their apartment was only a 

The Jewish Observer, Janumy 1987 

twenty-minute walk from the Jew
ish section of Vienna. Others lived 
an hour and a halfs walk from the 
nearest synagogue and easily slipped 
between the cracks. Their apartment 
was located in the historic Second 
District-not far from where the 
Nazis "'"' had made Chassidishe 
Admorim clean the streets. This was 
the area from where Rabbi Shalom 
Shachna and Rabbi Shi ya Furst once 
ruled as Rabbonim of Wien, and it 
was not far from here that almost a 
quarter of a million prewar Jews, 
most of whom had been Chareidim, 
lived with their Rabbonim, Admo
rim and Manhigim That Vienna 
had all but disappeared, but the 
echoes of Czortkow, Antoniya, Ko
pichnitz and Boyan still faintly re
sounded here. 

Parviz and Eshagh met. exchanged 
stories. and soon became fast friends. 

For two weeks, these two pals hung 
around Vienna together and took in 
the sights. They visited the great 
parks. statues, and monuments that 
tourists ordinarily flock to. They 
went to the Imperial Hoflburg Palace 
and gazed in awe at the former home 
of the Kaisers. It would have been 
worthy of a Persian potentate, they 
agreed. But how many times can you 
visit a monument? 

PURIM ENCOUNTER 

L ike most of their compatriots. 
both Parviz and Eshagh came 
from traditional families, and 

while neither had ever eaten any
thing but kosher food back home, 
keeping kosher in Vienna seemed an 
impossibility. Their parents had al
ways gone to the Beit Haknesset on 
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the Shabbat before and after their 
emergence from the M'halleh (ghet
to) some years before. But here again 
the boys became slack, and their 
feelings for Shabbat faded. They 
missed home. were becoming bored 
and were filled with anxiety about 
their future. Parviz, the younger of 
the two, hoped to join an uncle in Los 
Angeles, who was sponsoring his 
Immigration. Eshagh had no one in 
the States, but his parents reasoned 
that at his age he would find his way 
with the help of friends. 

Winter was almost over and the 
warmer breezes reminded the Vien· 
nese Jews that Purim was near, with 
Pesach soon to follow. After those 
initial two weeks, Parviz went to the 
immigration agency where he met 
some other young men and women 
his own age. It was two days before 
Purim and as they spoke to each 
other, Parvtz learned of a special 
Purim celebration for the Iranians 
In Vienna. All the young people were 
invited. 'Where will it be?" Parviz 
asked. 

"At the Kultusgemelnde Building," 
the youngsters replied. 

'Who's doing this for us?" 
"It's Agu ... Aguda-something. 

We're not certain of the full name, 
but we do know that it's an Amer!· 
can organization," they assured him. 

Parviz decided that it might not be 
such a bad idea to get together with 
all the others, especially for Purim. 
That was the Yorn Tov of Persian 
Jewry. He got back to his apartment 
and told Eshagh all about it. Eshagh 
had begun spending his time roam· 
ing the seedy districts of Vienna and 
squandered his money on cheap 
movies. It had seemed better than 
doing nothing! 

Parviz and Eshagh each freshened 
his only suit of clothing for that 
Purim night. After the Megilla read· 
Ing, a young bearded Iranian ben 
Torah spoke to them and introduced 
them to Chacham Ben Yechezkel. 
Ben Yechezkel was a Chacham In 
the true sense of the word. He had 
come from Eretz Yisroel to Vienna 
for Agudath Israel of America to 
reach and teach these young people 
and counsel them at this crucial 
time of their lives. On a day-to-day 
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•photos on this spread show Iran· 
ian refugees Leaming Torah in 
Vienna. 

·~· 
KIND llQD5 
BORUCK 

basis, he and his co-mechanchim 
(teachers) made sure that these 
young people had nourishing, hot 
kosher meals evei:y day. He also ar
ranged for daily Torah classes sche
duled throughout the day. 

Ben Yechezkel spoke that night of 
the great miracles that G-d had per· 
formed in Shushan for their ances· 
tors over 2,000 years ago in the 
counti:y they had just left. He told 
them that G·d would help again and 
that they should have bitachon
trust in HaShem. He spoke to them 
of home and recalled for them his 
youth in the small city of Kashah. 
Many wept quietly as they reflected 
on these memories. He also invited 
all of the young people to come to the 
daily meals and Torah classes. Par
viz listened quietly. 

During the festivtties a young 
man-an American who was dis
patched to Vienna by fellow Ameri· 
cans to help young Iranian refu· 
gees-invited both boys to his home 
the following evening for the Seudat 
Purim Parviz jumped at the invlta· 
tion, urging his friend, "Come on. 
Eshagh, it's Purim. Don't sit home 
alone!" Eshagh accepted tentatively. 

The singing and dancing later that 
night was exhilarating. Parvtz was 
not the impulsive type, but some· 
thing had reached deep inside of 
him that night. 

THE SEUDAH ORA MOVIE? 

T he next evening, after a full 
day of Megillas Esther, mi· 
shelo'ach manos and much 

merry-making, the two parted com
pany. Eshagh took in a movie while 
Parviz went to the small Beis Mid· 
rash on Lillienbrungasse. Bearded 
European Jews, some with round 
fur hats and long coats, sang unfa
miliar but moving songs, 'til early in 
the morning. The young American 
danced with Parviz, sat next to him, 
and asked him about the details of 
his past as well as his dreams for the 
future. Their conversation was in
terrupted occasionally by dancing, 
words of Torah and some refresh· 
ments. All the while Parviz was feel
ing something special. 

The young American, Reb Shiya. 
as the others called him, then asked 
Parviz: 

'What's your real name?You know, 
your Jewish name?" 

"Paltiel," Parviz answered. 
"Ah ... Paltiel. How beautiful," the 

American replied. "G-d is my refuge." 
How apt a name for a refugee, the 

American thought to himself. 
Parviz said good night after the 

Purim feast and the young American 
asked him to come again the next 
day for lunch. Parvlz agreed. 

No demands had been made and 
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Two traditions-one of financial independence and 
perhaps wealth, the other of fidelity to mitzvos and 

pursuit of Torah knowledge. Which would dominate? 

no strings attached. Eshagh. on the 
other hand. had gloomily dismissed 
the whole business. His sights were 
set on America, where the opportuni
ties of the free market would permit 
him lo pursue the L. Family tradi
tion of financial independence and 
perhaps wealth. In the meantime. 
the streets of Vienna offered their 
own demoralizing enticements. 

Paltiel S. started coming lo lunch 
regularly and discovered a bit more 
about the Jews of Austria. Most of 
them had suffered incredible ago
nies one generation earlier and he 
began to see his plight as being far 
less severe. although veiy much in
tertwined with theirs. He and Reb 
Shiya grew closer by the day. The 
more he learned from Reb Shiya the 
more he wanted to know. He had 
learned to read Hebrew in Teheran 
but was now beginning Mishna in 
the afternoon. and Chumash in the 
evening study group. Reb Shiya and 
his wife were becoming more like 
family. 

While he continued to see Eshagh 
eveiy so often, they no longer spent 
their days together. Eshagh fre
quented discos, while Parviz con
templated how he would conduct his 
life in America in view of his newly
gained insights. 

AUFWIEDERSEHN, REB SHIYA 

P esach was followed by Sha
vuos. and as new arrivals 
came to Vienna, some of his 

friends already left the city as the 
proud owners of tefillin, talleisim 
and Shabbos belts-and a deep ap
preciation for their intended use. 
Just before the end of August. he 
received word that Reb Shiya would 
be returning to the States with his 
wife. Someone else would take over 
for him, Reb Shiyaexplained to him. 

Paltiel held back the tears, but he 

The Jewish Observer, January 1987 

agreed that when he got to the States 
he would look up Reb Shiya and fol
low his advice of continuing his stu
dies in an American yeshiva. Reb 
Shiyaleft. but he had made his mark 
on Paltiel. He decided to overcome 
his boredom and anxiety by study
ing as intensively as he could. He 
joined the more advanced Agudah 
program which involved some thirty 
boys-most of them from Shiraz
who were learning Gemora in a 
twelve-hour yeshiva-type setting. 
The group was led by a former Iran
ian who had studied in Yeshivas Ner 
Israel in Baltimore for nine years. 

Pal ti el began learning Gernom and 
was enthralled. He had never been so 
stimulated and inspired. The lan
guage was difficult. but the young 
mechanech translated the words 
and ideas into Farsi, and smoothed 
over the rough spots. Parviz had 
taken a longer journey than the one 
from Persia to Vienna. He had gone 
from Teheran to Pumbedita, and in 
the process he had connected with 
the only heritage that guaranteed 
him real national survival-no mat
ter where he would find himself. 

The Yorn Tovim came and went. 
But on Rosh Chodesh Mar Chesh
van, it finally happened: his life would 

change forever. Paltiel was notified 
by the immigration agency of the 
date of his departure to America. It 
would be in four days. 

A PARTING OF THE WAYS 

T he day of departure came. He 
and Eshagh would leave on 
the same plane. Paltiel tried to 

prevail on Eshagh to include Juda
ism in his plans for America, but 
unfortunately it was of no use. He 
explained to him that a Jewish 
school would even guarantee him 
the opportunity to go to a university 
at some later date, but Eshagh had 
made up his mind. "America is for 
the ambitious," he declared," ... and 
we L-'s have always been ambitious, 
if anything." He would concentrate 
on making a living. 

"But what about our tradition?" 
argued Paltiel. 

Eshagh shrugged his shoulders: 
''I've managed until now." 

The trip to America on the jumbo 
jet was uneventful. but one more 
surprise awaited Paltiel at JFK. As 
the luggage lazily rounded the con
veyor belt, immigration officials 
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waited to hustle Paltiel on to a do
mestic airline for the trip to Los 
Angeles. Just then, Paltiel spotted 
Reb Shiya who was there to welcome 
him. A warm glow washed over Pal
tiel as Reb Shiya hugged him. Reb 
Shiya had good news from him. His 
uncle, who had sponsored him, had 
agreed that on Wednesday morning, 
two days from now, Paltiel would join 
three other young men from the 
program in Vienna who had arrived 
with him and resettle in a yeshiva 
high school in the mid-Atlantic area. 
"Here are your plane tickets, Pal
tiel-a!eh v 'hatzlach." 

They embraced each other once 
more, and Pal ti el left the terminal for 
Los Angeles. Eshagh had watched all 
the while and wondered to himself 
about the wisdom of his own path. 

On the flight to Los Angeles, Paltiel 
remembered the nearly two hundred 
young men and women he had left 
behind in Vienna. He thought back 
to his shiur in the Ohel Moshe shul 
on Lillienbrungasse and the small 
Beis Medrash he had come to love. 
He thought back to the nightly seder 
and the cheerful meals that this pro-

ject had provided him with. He re
flected on his family in Iran. and on 
Eshagh, who had promised to keep 
in touch. Then he remembered that 
Purim celebration and how it had 
somehow put him back in touch 
with his heritage. But it was mostly 
Eshagh he was concerned with. 
Would he turn his journey into an 
odyssey of real return, return to his 
people and his Torah?-orwould he 
be just another immigration story 
where Jewish identity, Torah and 
mitzvos disappear in the American 
Melting Pot? For that matter, what 
would have happened to me, thought 
Paltiel. had Reb Shi}"d not succeeded 
in persuading my uncle to permit 
me to join a yeshiva? 

What about the thousands oflran
ian Jews whose paths already passed 
through Vienna, and are now scat
tered across the American country
side? 

What about the thousands more 
coming to Vienna? 

How many will follow in my path 
and how many in Eshagh's? 

Paltiel's thoughts faded away into 
along nap, as the plane brought him 

closer and closer to the family he had 
never been part of ... and would later 
return him to his new family, the one 
he had always been part of. 

A t this writing, the Vienna 
program involves four cou
ples who have uprooted 

themselves from the familiar com
forts of America to teach Iranian 
youth-the men teaching the boys, 
the women teaching the girls. (It is 
worth noting that one of the Kole! 
wives gave up a position that paid 
$700 a week to participate in this 
program. Within two weeks she at
tracted twenty-five new girls to her 
class-a class which until then had 
only the fifteen of the 150 Iranian 
girls stranded in Vienna.) 

As the situation in Iran worsens, 
the ranks of refugees in Vienna are 
swelling. Many more boys and girls 
could be brought to a clearer identi
fication with Torah life if this his
toric project could venture beyond 
its present half million dollar budget
ary constraints. So much can be 
done in Vienna, in Israel and in 
America.• 

What Could Be MORE Delightful Than a New Book from Ya/fa Ganz? 
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An Editorial Statement on 
"THE ENIGMA OF MOSES MENDELSSOHN" 

Before publishing "The Enigma of Moses Mendelssohn" (Dec. '86), the Editorial Board weighed the pros 
and cons of printing an article on Mendelssohn. We were keenly aware that he became identified as the 
initiator of that way of thinking and that way of life that tiiggered the tragic defection of broad masses 
from Torah Judaism. Nonetheless, it was felt that the value of the lessons to be gained by the present 
generation from such an article, in which his fatal flaws were identified, outweighed the negative aspects 
of dealing with the subject. 

The significance of the responses to the article biings us to reconsider the wisdom of our decision and 
we see that we were indeed in error in publishing an article on Mendelssohn. For this we apologize to our 
readers. 

All the more are we pained by the indication from the responses that the article was interpreted as a 
watering down of the traditional opposition to Mendelssohn. To serve as the vehicle for such misconcep
tion certainly was not-and never could have been-the intention of The Jewish Obseroer. We express our 
regrets to our readers-as did the author in a separate communication to us. 

At this time, we are publlshingbelow comments by Rabbi Yaakov Perlow, the Novominsker Rebbe N"'"'"'· 
on Moses Mendelssohn as a symbol and lesson for Torah Jews, which he wrote in response to an invitation 
by members of the Moetzes Gedolei Hatorah-Agudath Israel of AmeJica's highest policy-making body. 

In a coming issue we expect n'"N to publish some of the many letters received on the topic. 

Acursory view of Jewish history might indeed 
consider Moses Mendelssohn an "enigma." 

But a perspective that rests on the truths of Torah, 
and one keenly sensed by the sages of his and 
later days, draws some very definite and un
equivocal conclusions about Mendelssohn and 
his meaning. The search for hidden flaws and for 
clues to the apostasy of his children wrongly dig
nifies the man and ignores the main lesson to be 
learned from the Mendelssohn era. 

One needn't really speculate too much as to 
why his progeny left the fold. One needn't even 
speculate about Mendelssohn himself-was he 
or was he not a true believer. The stark facts about 
Mendelssohn are sell-revealing. Admittedly, he 
was an observant Jew, but culturally he was a 
thoroughbred German. He may have technically 
discharged his obligations to Jewish law; this, 
however, was but a circumscribed aspect of his 
being. His social and intellectual impact lay 
elsewhere-in the Enlightenment and secularity 
that he glorified to masses of Jews; and in the 
cultural assimilation that he and his friends and 
family embraced with such fervor. The "synthe
sis" that Mendelssohn aimed for and which he 
clearly portrayed was worse than a departure 
from Jewish tradition. It was nothing less than a 
schizophrenia of values, a falsification of the 
Torah ideal, that was doomed to fail. 

The Gaon and Tzaddik, Rav Samson Raphael 
Hirsch also lived in an ageand society of Emanci
pation. Yet, he was privileged to rescue entire 
generations from religious oblivion. Unquestion
ably, the distinction lies in the fact that Rav 
Hirsch's accommodation ol "Derech Eretz"to the 
totality of Torah (1;w11''11 ''') specifically re
jected the split-personality type of Jew that Men
delssohn personified. 

The Editorial Board 
Dr. Ernst Bodenheimer. Chairman 

Mendelssohn's life seems a paradox only in a 
limited sense. In the larger, instructive sense, it 
was the centerpiece in a sea of spiritual corrup
tion. The society that basked in Mendelssohn's 
lame, the milieu that he so comfortably belonged 
to and led, were the very forces of Reform and 
shmad that wrought havoc in the sacred com
munity of Jews. 

Life is more than a series of private thoughts 
and private deeds. Especially as regards figures 
of history, the meaning of their lives rests firmly 
on their contemporary and future impact. The 
Chasam Soter and the other Gedolei Yisroel who 
denounced Mendelssohn recognized this clearly. 
His personal observance mattered little to them 
because, wittingly or not, Mendelssohn was a 
n'1r.n l1't>J'.l, a bold symbol of that philosophy and 
lifestyle that were the prime causes of the rabid 
assimilation that followed in his wake. Small 
wonder, then, that his children, raised as perform
ing Jews but cultural gentiles, later took the final 
convenient step to baptism. 

The exposition on Mendelssohn in the last 
issue of The Jewish Observer misses the mark, 
not merely because it treats him too kindly, but 
because the obvious is left unsaid-the idea put 
clearly by Ghazal: 'NP NJ N1P'"' ,'Np N\Jl<llP "Truth 
stands up, not falsehood." Torah, as synonymous 
with truth, is secured by Divine Providence only 
when it is the core of Jewish existence. Seen from 
this perspective, the life and meaning of Moses 
Mendelssohn at the core was hardly "Jewish." It 
was a radical shift away from the path of Jewish 
existence. No veneer of formal adherence could 
thus prevent the harsh sentence that the Judge of 
history-and Torah Jews-imposed upon him. 

-Rabbi Yaakov Perlow 
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THESE CHILDREN 
ARE OURS 

Dr. Abraham Twerski 

From Dr. Twerski's opening remarks at a symposium. ''These Children Are Ours," 
at the recent National Convention qf Agudath Israel. Dr. Twerski is founder 
and medical director qf the Gateway Rehabilitation Center in Pitisburgh. 

We must always bear in mind that, as Rav 
said, "To deprive a child from learning 
Torah is to rob him of his heritage."We 

are dealing here with two groups of children 
who are entitled to their Torah heritage and we 
must see to it that it is theirs. 

One group consists oflearning disabled chil
dren, who can be of average intelligence and 
even of superior intelligence. They are faced 
with one or more problems that interfere with 
their ability to learn. When these are resolved, 
these children can function at a fine and even 
outstanding level. 

Another group of children are referred to as developmentally disabled, or 
mentally retarded. These children are handicapped in that they do not pos
sess full intellectual capacity. But they, too, have the ability to learn. Lest one 
make the fatal mistake of writing off these youngsters, saying that they have 
no responsibility as Jews, and thus we in tum have no responsibility to teach 
them-one should take note of a teshuva (halachic responsum) by the late 
Rabbi Moshe Feinstein 7 11 ~1. wherein he ruled that these are youngsters who 
have every obligation of Torah and mitzvos and that it is incumbent on us to 
teach them. 

We must see to it that these children are indeed taught Torah and are 
united with their heritage. 

In the articles that follow, the authors deal with children suffering from 
both types of these disabilities. Rebecca Amster describes the problem of 
educating children suffering from learning disabilities. Mr. and Mrs. Gerald 
Tauber share with the reader the ordeal and the rewards of bringing up 
children suffering from Down's Syndrome, while David and Leah Greenwald 
tell of the challenges and gratification that are theirs after opening up their 
hearts-and their home-to such a child. 



THESE CHILDREN ARE OURS· 

Teaching the 
Learning Disabled Student 

Recognition is Half the Solution 

"It's a terrible thing when you know something is wrong with 
your child and you don't know what to do for him. David 

could finish a puzzle in a minute, and he was good at math. 
We knew he was a bright boy. But he couldn't leam the 
Aleph Bais, and then he couldn't put the letters together 

when the other children were doing it" 

Building skills. 
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I. WHAT EXACTLY IS WRONG? 

R eading and writing are the basis of all our aca
demic subjects: "Read the chapter in Social Stu
dies"; "Find the capital of Ohio": "Label the parts 

of the animal's body": and, of course, "Read the next 
pasuk." Unable to read, a child gets bewildered, lost, and 
more lost. 

Do you recall that in your school years every class had 
one or two kids who were the 'dummies'? Since first 
grade they couldn't keep up and they became the class 
clowns, the butt of jokes. or the ones the teacher sent out 
for chalk. 

Yet some of them, if you spoke to them at recess, didn't 
seem like dummies.A perceptive teacher might have told 
you that such a student was intelligent, maybe more 
creative than his older sister. but he seemed to have 
missed something somewhere along the line. 

"My son was just bumming around The principal 
promised to help, but all David did was sit in the office 
most Qf the day even though, incredibly, he didn't dis-
turb in class. He just sat quietly and patiently even ' 
though he couldn'tjollow what was going on." 

Mrs. Amster, a graduate of the Beth Jacob Seminary of Jerusalem, holds a 
Masters Degree in Education from Columbia University and has worked as a 
journalist and teacher. She lives in Forest Hills, N.Y., where her husband is 
connected W1th the Kole! of Yeshiva Chafetz Chaim. 
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Peaks and Valleys 

D yslexia-an impairment in one's ability to rea. d
is only the best known form of a broad range of 
problems that fall under the category of Learning 

Disabilities. Dyslexics see letters backwards, in a rev
ersed order, or skip some altogether. 

An impairment can also affect a person's ability to 
speak, to concentrate. or to understand number con
cepts. One youngster, for example, could name the 
months of the year and could count up to twenty but 
couldn't relate the two and tell you how many months 
there are in a year. 

Some learning disabled people have trouble memoriz
ing material. This is especially problematic for students 
in a yeshiva where much early learning is by rote. They're 
likely to forget an errand or an assignment if they're told 
to do more than one thing at a time. 

Occasionally a child will also experience problems with 
gross or fine motor coordination which, for example, 
would affect his handwriting. 

Many of the disabilities seem related to difficulties in 
orienting time and space. 'Which letter came first?" 
'What day of the week is it?" 'Which is your right hand?" 
'Where do you put the nekudos?"These can be perplex
ing questions for some people. 

A Learning Disabled person can experience difficulty 
in one isolated area or have a combination of problems; 
its effect can range from mild to severe. 

Learning disabilities themselves are usually invisible. 
Sometimes, though, a problem such as poor organiza
tion can manifest itself in a sloppy appearance. And the 
same problem that makes a child confuse written signals 
can cause him to miss social cues such as an expression 
that indicates you wish to start or end a conversation. 
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Rebecca Amster 

Audio-visual learning, P'TACH. Chaim Berlin. 

What Happens to the 5%? 

R ecent studies claim that 15% of the population 
has some learning disability. Let's assume that 
these statistics are inflated with people whose 

disabilities are relatively minor. Let's say that 5% of stu
dents can't compensate on their own. What becomes of 
these students? Particularly, what is done for the 5% 
(and any rebbe or morah will assure you, we do have our 
share) in the yeshiva population? 

Special Education is a relatively recent entry in the 
professional vocabulary. It came as part of the new 
awareness that not everyone fit the mold, which earlier 
spawned the bilingual education movement. With the 
passage in 1975 of the Education for all Handicapped 
Children Act, government-mandated education for 
Learning Disabled children came of age in the nation's 
public school systems. Testing centers, reading pro
grams, and the like sprang up in hospitals, universities, 
and in the private sector. 

Meanwhile, yeshiva students with learning disabilities 
(if they were accepted at all in schools crowded enough to 
be choosy) were just passed from grade to grade, from 
teacher to overburdened teacher. Perhaps they were 
tutored, but there's not much extra time at home after a 
long day in yeshiva, and if you take a student out of class 
to be tutored, he misses new material. If tutoring did not 
suffice, a student could graduate virtually illiterate in 
English and barely able to daven. Alternatively. such a 
child was transferred to a public school where he could 
get help. 
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P'TACH Program. Jerusalem. Israel. 

"n 
~bban Yehoshua ben Gamla . .. if not 

for him, Torah would have beenforgotten 
from Israel. For, until his time, only those 
who had fathers to teach them learned 
Torah. Rabbi Yehoshuaestablishedschools 
to meet the needs of those children who 
otherwise would have remained untaught." 

BABBA BASRA• 21A 

To be sure, Rabban Yeshoshua brought Torah to the 
disenfranchised, but to say that" ... if not for him Torah 
would have been forgotten" is to ignore the vast major
ity of children who were being taught by their fathers 
without his ordinance. Except that no individual can 
master Torah in isolation of the rest of Kia/ Yisroel. 
Torah is "Morasha Kehil/as Yaakov"-the legacy of all 
the Congregation of Israel. As long as some children 
are deprived of their heritage, the rest of Kial Yisroel 
remains estranged from totally possessing Torah. 
Thus did Rabban Yehoshua prevent Torah from being 
lost to all of Israel by addressing the needs of a neg
lected group of Jewish children. (As heard from Rabbi 
Yisroel Belsky.) 

We cannot be complacent about the needs of any 
Jewish child capable of learning Torah, no matter how 
limited or disabled he may be. There is no comfort in 
our own children's achievements, for these too are 
compromised, as long as the learning disabled child is 
not among those who learn Torah. 

-From an address by Rabbi Yaakov Bender at the symposium 
''These Children Are Ours." Rabbi Bender is principal qf Yeshiva 
Darchei Torah. in Far Rockaway. New York, which maintains a 
resource room to meet the needs of leaming·disabled children. 

"My son was going to learn-and in a yeshiva. I 
would not accept that he couldn't·· 

Thus began a saga of awesome determination. Dovid 
was tested-the first step as soon as parents suspect 
their youngster (some feel even a pre-schooler) has a 
learning problem. The results confirmed that Dovid had 
a profound perception problem but a normal IQ. Peaks 
and valleys. scoring high in some areas and low in others, 
is the identifying characteristic of Leaming Disabilities. 

For the next six years David remained in yeshiva, but 
in name only. 

"Every morning I shlepped him to a reading center. In 
the afternoon he was tutored in Chumash andDinim in 
the school library. In the evening I took him for eye 
exercises. It all helped, but the child never hada normal 
day qf school. He never belonged anywhere. We drove 
him meshugga." 

When he was ready to enter high school. Dovid finally 
found his place in the newly created P'TACH program. 

Il. P'TACH 

E ight years ago another parent of a bright, hand
some boy who shuckled next to his father in shul. 
but couldn't daven, could not find a yeshiva high 

school for his son. 
He, together with another parent and an educational 

psychologist, had only recently forged the nucleus of a 
self-help group to cope with learning disabilities. They 
named it P'TACH, an acronym for Parents for Torah for 
All Children. The name also refers to the pasuk ''Vat 
P'TACH lo" (lit. You shall open up for him), which is the 
Torah's advice for reaching a child who cannot ask ques
tions on his own. 

Then they appealed to yeshiva high schools for help. 
Yeshiva University agreed to accept their pilot program
two self-contained high school classes for I 3 boys. 

Leaming Disabilities, say the experts, cannot be cured. 
Instead a student can be taught to compensate. Either he 
can circumvent the area in which he is weak by using a 
different skill to learn the same thing, or he can be taught 
some strategy that will alleviate his weakness. A strategy 
can be something as simple as pointing as one reads or 
learning memory keys. 

The field of Special Education draws direction from 
the pasuk "Chanoch lanaar al pi darko." More than 
with any other group, the key to success in dealing with 
special children lies in teaching every student on his own 
level. 

After a child is evaluated and his precise strengths and 
weaknesses are understood, a custom-tailored curricu
lum is drawn up for him. In P'TACH's self-contained 
elementary and high school programs, students are 
divided into three levels roughly corresponding to their 
grade, but also to their functioning ability. Teaching here 
can't be accomplished by the usual "frontal" method, 
where a teacher lectures to a whole class. Here every 
lesson is a multi-sensory experience. There's something 
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for every student to absorb: they can see a picture, feel a 
shape. or hear a song. "There's never too much positive 
reinforcement." said a Gemora teacher. 

At Bais Yakov D'Rav Meir in Flatbush, where P'TACH 
runs a self·contained elementary program just for girls, 
seven girls in the intermediate level learn in a classroom 
subdivided into three areas. In one area four girls prac· 
tice math with the teacher's aid and then are read a story. 
In a second, one child works with a speech therapist. In 
the third. two girls continue in theirworkbooks, building 
skills in reading. spelling and penmanship under the 
master teacher's guidance. They have a myriad of ques· 
tions. and every one receives a patient reply. 

The teachers' obvious attention and respect for what 
each of their students has to say is noticed by students of 
other classes too. Girls regularly stop P'TACH teachers in 
the hall and tell them about a problem or share other 
tidbits with them. They've learned that these teachers 
care even more than others. 

P'TACH's aim is to return every child to the main· 
stream. Its self·contained classes basically follow the 
academic curriculum of the other classes in the school. 
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RECORDS • TAPES 
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P'TACH helps students develop the skills they need to 
succeed 'on the outside': then. as soon as progress and 
scheduling allow. students enter their parallel class. 

At first a child may join his peers for one or two sub· 
jects while continuing the rest of the day in his P'TACH 
class. When a student is mainstreamed. a P'TACH teacher 
follows his progress, works with his new teacher. and will 
arrange for support to back him up if necessary. 

Some students are able to enter the mainstream after 
only a few years of specialized help. Others are never able 
to function well in a traditional setting, and they might 
remain in a self·contained program throughout high 
school. The sole consideration is where the child will do 
best. 

"Here I'm Leaming" 

''Generally after one month the children are 
happier here than they've ever been.'' says 
Mrs. Ethel Salomon, coordinator of P'TACH 

at the Bais Yaakov. 
Eliezer, an eighth grader who came to P'TACH at 

Chaim Berlin after third grade, explained, "Here, I'm 
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Small group instruction, JrrACH, Chaim Berlin, 

learning. In a regular class with 32 kids, how is a rebbe 
supposed to stay with one kid until he understands? 
Now my teacher is always here to answer any question. ]fl 
don't understand something, they spend more time on 
it." 

Ironically, today Eliezer feels more like an equal with 
his peers. They play punch ball together, daven together, 
go to camp together and now he is mainstreamed for 
Chumash. In his previous yeshiva he sensed he was 
different. 

Even a third grader knows when he's not succeeding. 
His friends are doing work he can't understand. His 
teachers either seem angry at him because he's "not 
listening" or have given up on him. He feels his parents' 
disappointment in him and hears them fighting over 
what to do with Yanke! who keeps bringing home D's. 

JUST PUBLISHED! ! :im p~t? mm:iw 11i:l 

. ill~ Ellil-tl@At PER8@N'ALlffi~ 
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The frustration can build up in such a child to devastat
ing proportions. 

"I always ask a parent 'What does your child think of 
himself?'" said Rabbi Burton Jaffa. P'TACH's director. 

" 'Not very much,' is invariably the answer." 
This poor self-image usually creates overlaying emo

tional problems that make the child appear more dis
abled than he really is. 

"Often we have to spend the first year or so just rebuild
ing the child's self-esteem," says Mrs. Salomon. 'We con
centrate on those activities at which the child can 
succeed." 

To Go Out of Business 

C rucial to P'TACH's philosophy is that all their 
students participate with the rest of the school
children in davening, lunch and any special activ

ities in which they will be able to perform equally well. 
In Bais Yaakov, the girls wear the maroon and gray 

school uniform and, running around together, they are 
indistinguishable from the rest of the student body. 
P'TACH children are considered, and consider them
selves, students of Chaim Berlin, or Bais Yaakov, or Man
hattan Day School. They have their own class just as 
another sixth grader has his. They are taught at a level at 
which they can learn. They belong and can succeed as 
Dovid could not. 

"Our goal,'' says Rabbi Jaffa, "is to go out of business." 
P'TACH was originally envisioned as an organization to 
help schools set up their own Special Education pro
grams. "Teaching the Learning Disabled is every yeshi-

YESHIVA GEDOLAH TORAS CHAIM OF MONSEY 
POST HIGH SCHOOL BAIS MEDRASH 

located in the heart of Monsey, New York 
Offering: 

• Intensive full day Bais Medrash 
• Shiurei G'morah on Morning & Afternoon Llmudim 
• Chumash & Mussar Shiurim 
• Personalized & Individualized attention 
• Full Dormitoiy and Kitchen facilities 

For more information contact: 
Horav fl.1enachein Gross or Horav Avraham Littman 

(914) 578-5664 (914) 352-8276 

Yeshiva Gedolah Toras Chaim ofMonsey 
65 Route 306 - P.O. Box 767, Monsey, New York 10952 

(914) 425· 1316i(914) 352-6420 
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Leaming disabilities are usually invisible, and the 
person suff eringjrom them can experience difficulty 

in one isolated area or have a combination qf problems. 

va's problem, not P'TACH's," Rabbi Jaffa says emphati· 
cally. 

He feels that every school should serve the needs of its 
entire prospective student body. Three students will not 
function well as one of 30 girls in Mrs. Stern's grade in 
room 40 I, so those three girls should be able to go to a 
resource room teacher or they should be taught Chu· 
mash by Miss Stein in room 102. The proper education 
of all those students who could possibly function within 
the framework of a regular yeshiva would thus be a rou· 
tine responsibility of every school. 

Ill. THE SPECIAL SCHOOL 

Not all students are best served by a program within 
a yeshiva that is geared to mainstreaming. Yeshi· 
vas Limudei Hashem (YLH)-or Chush, as it is 

commonly known-pioneered Jewish Special Education 
when it opened its doors about eleven years ago. 

About 65 learning disabled children learn there today 
in a maze of classrooms in a converted brewery on Brook
lyn's Williamsburg waterfront. 

The next time you go into a 
Jewish book & record store, ask for 

THE BEST OF JEP 
A beautiful cassette tape with 11 of the best 

songs from the original 4 JEP Records 
including 

Someday, Nikolai, Reach Out, 
Ani Ma'amin and Benjy. 

You'll be glad you did, and you'll be helping 
the Jewish Education Program 

at the same time. 
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Having its own facilities is a big advantage forChush. 
It allows space for a gym, a computer room, and an art 
room-which are essentials, not extras, for these chil· 
dren. Classrooms are spacious enough for young boys 
wbo aren't expected to remain at their desks. lt is not a 
lack of space that constrains Chush from accepting more 
children. 

Most of YLH's students have more complex learning 
problems than the children served by P'TACH. They may 
have severely underdeveloped speech, be hyperactive, or 
have a hearing loss, which makes learning as part of a 
large group difficult. Others have a combination oflearn· 
ing disabilities, and some are on the lower end of the 
range of a normal IQ-so it's harder for them to pick up 
the strategies they need to compensate. 

'Without a special program,'' explained Rabbi A.H. 
Fried. founder of Chush, "these students would not be 
getting C's and D's; they probably would not be able to 
function in a yeshiva at all." 

For them, YLH offers the advantage of an holistic 
approach. The staff emphasizes a team effort so its 
teachers, director, psychologists, therapists, and even 
secretaries concern themselves with the child as a 

No Jewish home 
should be without it. 
Available in Hebrew bookstores, 

selected variety stores and 
supermarkets in Brooklyn, Queens, 

Far Rockaway etc. 

If you wish to sell it in your store 
at no risk to you-call 

Mr. Markowitz 
(718) 387-0164 
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A Torah Perspective 

by: Miriam Levi of Jerusalem 
Noted Author and Lecturer 

All Lectures Begin at 8:00 P.M. 
• Sunday,January25, 1987 

• Monday, January 26, 1987 

Young Israel of Queens Valley 
141·55 77thAvenue 
Kew Garden Hills 

Bnos Leah High School 
1609AvenueR 
Brooklyn 

• Tuesday, January 27, 1987 Yeshiva of Spring Valley 
Boys School 
230 Maple Avenue 
Monsey 

• Wednesday, January 28, 1987 Dr. Raphael Moller Hall 
90 Bennett Avenue 
Manhattan 

A series of Four Workshops will be conducted in each 
neighborhood during the weeks that follow the lecture. Pre· 
registration for the VJOrkshops is required. Participation in the 

workshops wi!l be limited to thirty (30) registrants. 

For More Information call ,\!'She£ Agudah Off1ce: (212) 363-8940 

whole-emotionally, physically, and academically. 
Psychological support is particularly critical for chil

dren who enter special programs late in their school 
careers, after having failed in regular programs. Says 
YLH principal Joan Meyer, 'We work to build confidence 
in the children. We've found that a child who has confi
dence will cope much better than another, inherently less 
disabled student, who has none. 

Maintaining a child·s self esteem also means that he 
must find acceptance at home. Many of Chush's stu
dents come from Chassidic families where Yiddish is 
spoken and Chumash is learned through the Yiddish 
teitch. To feel normal, they have to join their brothers and 
sisters at the Shabbos table and contribute what they've 
learned about the parsha in Yiddish. YLH's rebbes are 
Chassidic and the classes are divided not only by level, 
but culturally as well. Thus Chassidic and non-Chassidic 
children are taught Limudei Kodesh separately and in 
the language they are most comfortable with. 

''" L1 man may study 400 blatt Gemora in 
one year and yet if he is capable of studying 
500 blatt, he is derelict in his obligation. 
Should the child whose capacity is limited 
to mastering one Mishna a year actually 
study thatMishna, then he has fulfilled his 
charge. The bracha that we recite on Torah 
study, isla'asok-to labor in Torah, and the 
slower child has done just that." 

DR ABRAHAM TwERSKI 

How do the children feel about being in a "special 
school"? Said one teacher simply, "As with everything 
else, it depends on the kid. But he knows that here he's 
learning and there he wasn't." 

In one large room, between four and six boys may be 
learning. One six-year-old may be working with a teach
er's aid on number concepts, the master teacher coaxes 
two boys to find the incongruities in illogical sentences, 
and one boy who can't concentrate on the lesson is 
invited to work privately with yet another teacher. 

Each student concentrates on the curriculum tailored 
to his learning profile. About half ofYLH's students even
tually gain enough from this intensive guidance to be 
able to transfer to a regular yeshiva-some after only a 
year or two. As a transition, Chush might direct a student 
to a school that has a resource room so that he can 
continue to receive extra support. 

In all classes, learning skills are emphasized over pure 
academics. Because many learning disabled children 
miss certain concepts other children seem to pick up by 
osmosis, skills are broken down into their components. 
Before a teacher can teach youngsters how to tell time, for 
example. she has to make sure they understand the con
cept of the clockwise direction. the concept of time itself, 
and that they can count by fives. When all this is known, 

Continued on page 27 
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Afltr J-1 years at 11s -5 Bcchrnim Si reel address, Agudllth Israel of America has moved its narwnui lwadqw1ricrs_ 111 these ru:.,1 //nee and one hdij dn a des, "F11y 
Bechman'' hccamc much more than_1us1 a street numhcr. 11 her a me a symhol: a symhol of rhc rcsur,t;cncc of l{v1wmicclassic Tordh l!fc on the Nordi Amcrit"u11 
conlincn/. It wns not _Just a headquarters. hut a home: the home with a heart i?f a h11gc natronwidc.fiimi(y comprised of coalitwns 1:f Orthodox Jews fi·om cvny 

wa/11 ('.f life and from every -~hadc r:f die spectrum, w11tcd under the leadership of 01Jr_fa1rcmos1 Gcdo!o _Torah. 
The time arrived, however.for Agiu!ath Israel lo movc_from this le,~cndary address to new and more efficient hcwlq1wrtcrs, lo (l'Cllfc-with C-d's help-still more 

legends in the jurure. But ht:/(nc rellmgyou about 01H· cxciling new offices m 84 \Vi/liam Street (a_[civ hlochs a\vay), let's roll ha ch rhe tape a hit mill n'mcmbcr the 3."i 
years of "the s1ruxxlr and the splendor" that will lllwa_ys he remembered llS die lcgwy <'.[Five Becl<nwn 

IN THE BEGINNING . 

rn tall starred in rhe twenties. Wrircrs were forecasting 
the demise of Orthodox Judaisn1. But a small group 
of idealists on New York's Lower East Side, calling 
rhen1selvcs Zeirei Agudath Israel, refused to be 

daunted. Inspired by the Gcdolci Torah of 
Europe, they stubbornly believed that Torah 
could thrive in An1erica. Reconstituted as 
Agudarh Israel of America in the thirties, 
the nedgling movement achieved new 
tnarurity under the leadership of such 
Torah personalities as Rabbi Ellczer Silver 
and the Boyoncr Rebbe. Meanwhile a ne'A' 
breed of proud, American Torah Jew, 

like the legendary Elimelcch "Mike" 
Tress, v..1as coming into its own. It 
would soon have to tackle unforeseen challenges. 

The Holocaust years galvanized the n1ovcrnent. While other 
organizations slumbered. Agudists worked round the clock at 

their hatzo/oh nerve center at 616 Redford Avenue, 
snatching out v..1hatcvcr Jews 

they could from the valley of 
death. Torah giants such as 
Rabbi Aharon Kotler, who 
miraculously escaped 

the flames, now assumed 
spiritual leadership, and 
began to till the American 

soil with the spirit of the 
p--..,.., Europe now in rh,-1,,11~<>1""'""'"' ,ui,11,r,,.,11, ,1/'""'" 

ashes. Post-war relief gave v..1ay 
to campaigns for the security 
of Eretz Yisroel, even as rhe task 
of absorbing the Shearis HaPleitoh 
remained a dorninant concern. 

THE 1950's ... 
new era \Vas chn.vnlng. ln 1951 
Agudath Israel inovcd to the 
City ti all area of Manhattan, 
to an address called 5 Beekinan 

Street. The fusion of Shearis HaPleiroh 
and American-born Jews-led by the 
Moctzes Gedolci HaTor<lh. the Council of 
Torah Sages-was beginning to bear fruit. 
As the Torah communiry and !he yeshiva 
niovement grew, so did the organiz;:nion that most embodied 
their ideals. L)os Yiddishc Von \~'as launched to articulate the 
Torah vicv..rpoinr. A focus on youth sa\v Pirchei and Bnos Agudatb 

Israel's Torah groups for youngsrers become 
comn1onplace across the country. Can1ps 
Aguclah and llnos, which had pioneered 
Torah ca111ping, n1oved into nevv, en
larged cainpuses. ()n another front, the 
Conservative and Reforn1 n1ovements 
had vvon over n1any ro rhe notion that 
there \Vere three legitimate wings of 
Judaisn1 by enlisting so1ne Orthodox 

\::;;.,,,,11111~~· ele1nenrs into religious u111brella 
1 groups with rhem. When the Gcdolei 

Torah issued the landmark r'sak that forbade 
such affiliations, Aguclath Israel was there to assun1e a leading 
role in articulating the historic decision. 

Meanwhile, the Torah yishuv in Eretz Yisroel was struggllng 
for its religious rights. Large scale activities were organized 
from 5 Reekn1an in an i1nporrant clen1onstration of rhe soli
darity of Torah Jewry v..1orldwide. Agudath Israel's experience in 
hatzoloh was tapped again as another \Vave of.Jews in need 
cal1ecl, during the Hungarian Revolution. And when anti-shechita 
legislation becan1e a 
real concern, Agudath 
Israel stepped in to 
fight the threat, in 
keeping \Vi th its long
standing tradition of 

govcrn111enr advocacy.~------~--------



THE 1960's ... 

A
-] first In Arneric.an Jewish life \vas scored by Agudath 

Israel in 1961. vvith epoch-making testimony in 
\A.lashington on behalf of a.id to ycshivos. And ano-

---~ ther, broader concept now took 1 hold: The 
recognition by government of ()rthodox 111 
Jevvish rights. Torah jC\VS were soon ~111~ 
celebrating <l.chieven1cnrs for Sabbath llllJ ll\\\ 
observers. kosher consun1crs. and 
jc\vish patients. A vast array of 
contacts \1,ras developed that con
tinues to this day to aid Jews 
with in11nigration. 1nrdicaL 
legal, and governmental prob-

111111111111111 :~~:x~s ~;~:;t0:o::;,~g~,;~c seri m m 
ously impacted Succos observance in this country was averted. 

Agudath Israel unveiled the first issue of The Jcivish Ohscrver 
in 1963, asserting a ne\N 
confidence in the ability 
to con1municate Torah's 
message. Pirchei Agudath 

THE 1970's 

ho can forget the en1otional tv1ass Tchillitn 
Rally in J 970, for the plight of Sc'l·ictJemy' 
Yet it \-Vas but the tip of an iceberg of quiet 
activiry on behalf of our brleagured brethren. 

Another poignant highlight was rhe huge dC1nonstration at 
Manhattan Center Jn 1975, in honor.of the Siyu111 HaShas of 
DafYon1L For both Shearis HaPleitoh and American-born, 

it sy1nbolized what advances 
Torah Jewry had made since the 
early days in the 20's. But both 

events \Vere backed up Vv'ith more hard work at 5 Beekman. 
The Russian Immigrant Rescue Fund and Project RISE were set 
up to absorb our newly arriving brothers. Resher Shiurei Torah 
was formed as a net\vork of Torah learning services for our rank 
and file. A new organization called JEP Qewish Education Pro
gram) began bringing Torah tO Jewish public school children. 

On the government front, Agudath Israel 
confronted ERA, daylight saving time 
changes, medical and time-of-death issues, 

Israel boys began tnen1oriz- ''f)j~ 
ing hundreds of thousands '._'''-'°" 

of 1nishnayns, reaching hori- ~._ ·; 

zons never drean1ecl of for > 
American youth. The Six- ,;.J1 

threats to the- yeshiva draft-exemption, 
fraud in the sale of religious 
articles, and a host of other 
issues. Millions of dollars more 
in governn1ent aid were 

obtained for yeshlvos. 

. Day \Var saw Agudah ~~' 
doing its share in the campaign for Israel's sec.urity. Russian :_. :. _ _.. ·"". I\~;.· _. \\.~ 

JeVl·TY \o/as nor forgotten, either, as '·: =· ~ 1• ,. · 
··-~ thousands of aid packages Vv'ere '.,,..___,,,... 

l sent to our brethren in the 
~==, Soviet Union. The young n1en 

of Zeirei Agudath Israel were 
particularly involved, 
through their Torah 
Action Program (TAP), 
a special project for 

these and other 
overseas activi
ties under the 
trusteeship of 

, - Gedolci Torah. 

Fresh Start for Displaced 
Homemakers, and more, 
serving tens of thousands 
of elderly, jobless, home 
bound. and frail. And ever 
true to its mission, Agudath 
Israel continued to battle 
disrorrions of judaisrn by 
secular and dcviationlst 
groups here and in lsrael. 

Meeting a new need, 
5 Beekman became the 
birthplace of a panoply 

of social services for the 
Torah comn1unity: Project 

COPE and COPE lnstitute, 
the Agudah Senior Citizen Centers, 



THE 1980's ... 

[A] s the 1980's dawned, 5 Bcckn1an \Vas the husy 

hub of a vibrant ncn:vork of activ.itics spa~nin~ not 
only North America, hut hr-tving far-reaching effects 
bearing fn_1it in Europe, Asia, JsracL South Arncrica 

an cl Africa. New mllcstoncs for yeshivos continued to be 
reached. A series of Agudath Israel leadership n1issions to 

Washington c<'l.rnccl nci.v recognition on a 
national level of Orthodoxy's clynan1isn1 and 
clout. La1,vs were passed in states across the 
country protecting observant jcv..1s' rights 
in the areas of divorce la1,v, autopsies, rnccllcal and death 
issues, rcllgious articles, kosher food, and Sabbath observ<tncc. 

Chizuk~·-·"Thc Torah Link" 1,1,ias founded as a ncvv agency 
for adult haalci t'shuva. The Southern 
Brooklyn Con1muniry Organization 
(SBCC)) \von national recognition 
for its \\'Ork to revitalize 
decaying areas In Boro 
Park and Flatbush. The 
Orthodox Jewish 
Archives \Vas bursting /S~~~ 
out of its large / 
repositories. - .-::.---
A ne\V ·-.....;....,ld!.11 

was created to preserve 

the record of spiritual heroisn1 in the J-Iolocaust. Pirchei, Bnos, 
and Zeirei Agudath Israel youth moven1ents burgeoned. 
with ever-new endeavors such as Project STAY for Chesed 
and the distinguished An1 11aTorah journal. 

Whole ne\v chapters of hatzoloh were opened, contributing to 
1niraclesof]ewish renewal in lands of oppression, and to rhe \vcl
fare of young refugees of persecution stranded <ilone in Vienna. 
And the struggle to preserve authentic Yiddishkeit continued 
against increasing onslaughts in An1cric.1 and Ererz Ylsrocl. 

I 
\ 

l"i' ··,: 

.~~~~~~~MMl~Hlby~,.: ! 

A NEW ERA EMERGES 

I p I'] he phenomenal 111ush-
roon1ing of all these 
activities \\'as accon1-
panied hy gro\ving > · 

pains. At beloved 'S 
Bcekn1an, Agudath lsrael's 
expansion n1eant coping 
\Vith a patch\vork of offices on 
a constantly increasing number 

of floors. And all the while, the challenges of the future 
\\'Crc demanding nc\v responses and approaches. Orthodoxy 
required an increasingly strong voice to represent it. The battle 

being v.'agcd against classic]udaisn1 called for forceful 
counteraction, and the redoubling of energies to bring 

the true 1ncssagc of Torah to the masses of our brethren. 
Jev.,rs continued to he persecuted in an alarn1ingly \vidc 
portion of the world. And no\\1

, 1norc than ever, the original 
motif of Agudath Israel, "to solve the proble1ns of all]cv.1s, as 
individuals and as a people, in the spirit of Torah," required a 
central, strategic presence. 

And so. Agudarh lsracl of America begins its 65th year of 
dyna111ic Torah activisrn with a rclocarion to ncV1.1 facilities, 
selling the Stage for a nC\\' era o!' intensified and expanded 
activities that translate Torah ideology into practical. 
n1c1ningful accomplish1ncnt. 

The national headquarters of Agudarh Israel arc nov.1 

located in l)ov.1ntown Manhattan at 84 Wil1ian1 Street-at the 
corner or Maiden Lane, only a fc\\' blocks fro1n 5 Beck1nan. 

84 WILllAM SrnEET - masterfully designed and heautilc1lly 
tailored to serve as Torah .Judaisn1's central action address, and 
inspire a greater zeal and dedication than ever ?cforc. 

84 \Vl!J..IAM STREET-\vhcre _____ } 1~{'~~~-· 
Agudath Israels cnhugcd staff ~114fii·, 
[ I i~~.>. }1.\' o its 19 c ivisions-scrving 1• lrt 

individuals. institutions 
and Klal Yisrocl---can no\v 
co1nc to grips \Vith the 
cn1crging challenges even 
n1orc effectively. 

84 Wll.l.IAM STREET - the 
next chapter in a n1oving 
story or a 1novcn1cnt that 
has bcco1ne accuston1ed 
to \vriting history. 
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AGUD\111 ISRAEL OF AMERICA 

-and all its 19 divisions
now ar 

84 WILLIAM STREET, NEW YORK, NY 10038 
NEW TELEPHONE: (212) 797-9000 



IF YOU HAD INVESTED 35 YEARS AGO 
If you had joined Agudath Israel of America 35 years ago when it moved 
into 5 Beekman Street, your $10 membership would have earned 
you credit in all these mitzvah accomplishments: 

• Consolidating the base of cffecrive Torah acuon in America 
• Establishing the concept of fidelity to Gcdolci Torah 
•Laying the groundwork for millions of dollars in govo?rnmcnt aid 

for yeshivos 
• Making Oaf Yomi a norm of life wherever Orthodox Jews reside 
• Aidingjcws in a long tradition of hat:::aloh rescue and relief 
• Tr,1nsfonning the Torah horizon:'> of our youth 
•Guarding the ramparts of authentic Jtidaism 
•Protecting Orthodox Jews· rights in states nationally 
• Initiating social services. crcming a better lift> for tens of thousands 
•Bringing Torah outlook and practice to Jews of every age, lifestyle, 

and persuasion 

NOWTllEDOOR 
AGAIN OPENS ON A NEW 
GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY 

1951 The move of Agudath Israel of America to new national 
headquarters at 84 William Street opens broad new vistas of 

opportunity. Join now as a member of Agudath Israel's national 
Torah coalition-guided by the foremost Gedolei Torah

and watch your investment of $25 grow through a diverse 
portfolio of 19 divisions of activity for Jews and Torah Judaism: 
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Your life will be enriched when you fc>rmally Join this 

battle to restore the ·rorah neshomoh to Kial Yisrocl. 
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Continued from page 22 

the task of telling time itself is a breeze to grasp; with a 
piece missing, it's impossible. 

New subject matter is also taught with a careful eye 
toward its component skills. In a sample lesson at YLH, 
an enlargement was made of a pasuk from a Chumash 
with linear translation. Underneath were the "skill ques
tions"; Who said this? What didAvraham dofirst?-so 
the student really grasped the details and the sequence. 

There is a plethora of instructional materials on the 
market for the secular subjects. but for Limudei Kodesh, 
Special Education teachers usually have to design their 
own materials. The technique of task analysis Is really 
basic to all learning, and teachers in regular schools are 
welcoming the new materials into their own classrooms. 

Several years ago, Sarah Schenirer Seminary (in Born 
Park) launched a program to train Special Education 
teachers. Many of their students now are the teacher's 
aids at Chush, P'TACH and similar programs around the 
city. Even those who will eventually lead regular classes 
will be better teachers because they understand the 
learning process and are attuned to individual students' 
abilities. 

IV. THE REST OF US 

The Parents' Role 

P arents of a Learning Disabled student are expected 
to be highly involved partners in their child's edu
cation. Beginning at the time of screening for 

admission to a program and continuing on a yearly basis, 
the staffs hold conferences with the parents to assess 
progress and plan for the future. 

In between, teachers are constantly in contact with 
parents, pointing out problems or triumphs. "l prefer a 
parent who calls me everyday to ask how her daughter is 
doing to one who is apathetic," says Mrs. Salomon, 
"because support from home is a key factor to a child's 
success and wellbeing." 

Parents join in deciding when and if their child is to be 
mainstreamed. Their goals for the child's future also 
guide the school. A student who, with his family, has 
aspirations to continue in college or a yeshiva gedola 
will follow a more academically oriented program. For 
those who are more interested in a vocation, P'TACH, for 
example, arranges for courses to be taken at an approp
riate vocational school. P'TACH's graduates have, in fact, 
gone on to yeshivos, colleges, and successful jobs. 

The Stigma 

''Today Dovid is learning in a yeshiva in Eretz 
Yisroel. Before P'TACH I couldn't dream of 
such a thing. Baruch Hashem for P'TACH! 

They made a mentch out of him." 
Dovid's mother's appreciation knows no bounds. Today 

this mother of four spends every spare minute working 
forP'TACH. 
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There are many parents. though, who are reluctant to 
acknowledge a problem with their offspring, afraid of the 
stigma of having an "abnormal" child. And. deep down, a 
couple with toddlers worries about shidduchim-for the 
affected child and for his siblings. If a "defect" can be 
hidden, they'd rather hide it. 

Rabbi Fried is all too familiar with that approach. The 
parents of one of his students would not greet him when 
he visited their shul for fear of having their secret found 
out. But people know when a problem exists. Other 
members of the shul whispered to him, 'You know, 
there's a little boy here who would probably benefit from 
your school." 
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"It's not the help that brings the stigma," Rabbi Fried 
explains, "it's the problem." 

The proud father of a P'TACH student who recently 
read the hajtorah flawlessly at his bar mitzva goes 
further: "They saved my son's Yiddishkeit. Moshe 
couldn't have survived yeshiva. Eventuallywewould have 
had to put him in public school. With all the negative 
experience associated with yeshiva, he never would have 
remainedjrum." 

The Community 

T he fear of the stigma is a direct reflection of a 
misguided attitude on the part of the Jewish 
community. Primarily. the attitude stems from a 

lack of understanding. 
The organic cause oflearning disabilities isn't known. 

Experts only observe that there is a disturbance between 
the reception and processing of information in the brain. 
Thus few people understand that the child who suffers 
from learning disabilities is probably of at least normal 
intelligence. The parents ofa child who could conceal the 
problem but wish to acknowledge it in order to get help 
run the risk of having their child mistakenly labeled 
retarded. 

For centuries, defects have been routinely covered up. 
There is a prevalent belief that Jews don't have "these 
kinds of' problems. Our family certainly doesn't, and 
therefore others don't either. In its infancy. Chush 
founders had to move mountains to dispel this myth and 
gain acceptance of their project. 

Explains a P'TACH parent, "People don't look at P'TACH 
as they do Hatzala. They figure. 'Them I may need some
day. Learning disabilities will never happen to me.'" So 
the parents of a learning disabled child are left to deal 
with the burden alone. 

"Why should one parent have to pay $7,000 to educate 
a child with a learning disability?" he asked. Some pro
grams have five applicants for each available spot; and 
desperate parents have hired private Special Education 
teachers to tutor their child for up to $50 an hour. The 
community at large, they feel. should be covering the cost 
of educating also those who can't learn best in a tradi
tional classroom setting. 

The Yeshivas 

I f the community is not sufficiently educated about 
learning disabilities, its lack of initiative to deal with 
the problem is reflected in the yeshivas. As yet, the 

yeshivas have not made a commitment to educate all the 
children. To be sure, there are many reasons, and they are 
generally the same reasons as mentioned above because, 
as service institutions, the yeshivas reflect the desires of 
their constituents. 

P'TACH estimates that it costs them $10.000 a year to 
educate a child. For Chush, with its own facilities, the 
cost is even higher. Few schools feel able to afford the 
luxmy of hiring one or two teachers plus a support staff 
of speech therapists and the like to teach five students, or 
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P'TACH's goal is to go out Qf business. Every yeshiva 
and every girls' school should have a special 

education class Qf its own. 

Individualized instruction, P'TACH, Chaim Berlin. 

.even to hire one or two teachers to staff a resource room. 
(Here there is no problem of "over-identification" of the 
Leaming Disabled as in the public school system. Under 
state law. public schools receive larger sums to educate 
students who are labeled Leaming Disabled.) 

Also. because many of the good schools today are n"J 
quite crowded, providing classroom space at six students 
per room creates an unwelcome strain on their tight 
quarters. Some schools can't even find space for a 
resource room, and its teacher has to wander from room 
to office in search of an unoccupied comer. 

And then the stigma. 
Only a few schools have remedial programs, so those 

programs that exist are in tremendous demand. Pupils 
come to P'TACH's two self-contained non-coed programs 
in Brooklyn, for example, from throughout the tri-State 
region and as far off as England and Israel. 

Aside from the space consideration, a school is natu
rally concerned with maintaining its image as a good 
school. Accepting so many problem children risks alter
ing the character of its student body and they fear that it 
would jeopardize its image and decrease its enrollment. 

V. HOPE FOR THE FUTURE 

But there is a wind of change in the air. "Parents are 
getting more sophisticated," a physician com
mented to Rabbi Jaffa recently. "No longer are they 

going to allow their children to be destroyed." 
Increasingly, as parents perceive the need, yeshivas 

across the country and abroad are beginning to set up 
remedial programs. Many tum to Chush and P'TACH for 
guidance and support. P'TACH today guides 20 pro
grams in the New York area, serving about500 students. 
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In fact, two Chinuch Atzmai schools in Israel joined the 
P'TACH network this year as the first in the country to 
offer Special Education programs within a regular 
yeshiva, and Enos Zion ofBobovwelcomed the first self
contained P'TACH class in Baro Park this fall. 

A few schools, most notably Yeshiva Darchei Torah of 
Far Rockaway, have established resource rooms inde
pendently. A resource room teacher takes a child with a 
learning disability out of class periodically and works 
with him on the skills he is deficient in. Unlike tutoring 
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"1 prefer a parent who calls me every day to ask how her 
child is doing to one who is apathetic, because support 

from home is a keyjactor to a child's well-being." 

in a particular subject. which is like a crutch. the help a 
student receives from a resource room should enable 
him to function better overall. 

Ideally. a resource room teacher works closely with the 
child's regular classroom teacher and helps her incorpo
rate special education techniques in all her lessons. A 
teacher also should be able to turn to a resource room 
teacher for guidance in dealing with any student having 
difficulties, even one who does not need private in
struction. 

Every student in the school benefits in another way, 
too. As the resource room becomes more widespread, 
says one Special Education expert. the attitude of all the 
children in the school changes. They may once have con
sidered Learning Disabled children weird. but as they see 
the attention and effort the staff gives to the needs of an 
individual student, they develop a new sensitivity and a 
desire to help too. 

More parents are also seeking help earlier-before a 
child falls behind and before he ever experiences failure. 
YLH has a pre-school program geared to language stimu
lation. They are so successful at nipping problems in the 
bud that most of the program's graduates continue in 
regular schools. 

And more parents are voicing an attitude similar to 
David's mother's. 
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"Today David is a lovely. intelligent boy. You can talk to 
him about any subject. I have no reason to be ashamed 
and every reason to be proud." 

Says Eliezer's father, 'We are all disabled in someway. I 
can't play piano. You can't draw. My son couldn't add the 
way I do. But P'TACH provided him with the ultimate 
resource room and he learned to compensate beautifully. 
He has confidence that he can deal with anything. He's 
going to be more successful than most mainstream 
kids." 

And, increasingly, the Jewish community at large is 
beginning to appreciate that whether they be geniuses, 
average, learning disabled, retarded, or physically handi
capped, they are all our children. As Rabbi Yakov Perlow 
(the Novominsker Rebbe) said in an address several years 
ago, every Jewish child is entitled to the privilege of shar
ing in his birthrtght and absorbing Torah and Yiddish
keit-each to the extent that he is able. And if the chal
lenge of educating certain children holds more pain than 
nachas, the task is no less a mitzva. 

Here we speak of children who, with the proper gui
dance. can be a source of nachas. Their feelings and 
aspirations are no different from our other children's. 
Last spring. a composition posted on a bulletin board in 
Chush read: "For afikomen I asked for a set of Mtsh
nayos and a 3-speed bike."• 
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THESE CHILDREN ARE OURS Gerald Tauber 

Special Parenting 

THERE ARE REWARDS .. . 

M ywifeRaizyandlhavethree 
sweet children. two of whom 
happen to be mentally re

tarded. I would like to share with you 
through our own experiences. as 
well as those told to us by others, 
what it is like to be the parents of a 
mentally handicapped child. espe
cially when one is frum. 

You may be surprised to know 
that there are many positive aspects 
to being the parents of retarded 
children. 

It means seeing a young child
who never responds to much-smile 
broadly upon hearing Kiddush, or 
seeing his (or her) face light up when 
we sing Zemiros. These certainly 
show a Yiddishe neshama shining 
through. 

It means appreciating every small 
measure of development. which most 
of us take for granted-feeling deep 
gratitude to HaShem each step 
along the way. 

Mr. Tauber, a systems analyst by profession, Jives 
in Kew Gardens Hills, N.Y. He is a founder and 
past president of OTSAR. 
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It means the unrivaled nachas 
parents get when hearing their child 
make the Birchas HaTorah upon 
his Bar Mitzva. putting on tefillin 
and. in the case of higher function
ing children, even reading Maftir 
and saying the Hqftorah. 

It means the pride one has when a 
son or daughter brings home his 
first paycheck from a "productive"" 
job, after you were told that this 
child would never amount to any
thing more than a vegetable. 

These are a few of the more posi
tive things that occur to us. the par
ents of retarded children. and to the 
more fortunate children whose par
ents have found it within their abil
ity to keep them home in an atmos
phere of love and devotion, at least 
for some of the time. 

. .. BUT SPARE US 
THE PUNISHMENT! 

But being tbe parent of a men
tally handicapped child also 
means having to endure odd 

looks and negative expressions on 
the faces of passersbywhileyou walk 
down a street with your child. 

It means seeing a mother whose 
child has approached your handi
capped son or daughter. pull her 
child away from yours as if he had 
some communicable disease. 

It means having to endure pres
sure from family and friends to give 
up your handicapped child because 
they fear that it will affect your and 
their ability to make shidduchim if 
such a child is in the family; or that 
the retarded child will adversely af. 
feet the development of the normal 
siblings. 

It means having concerns about 
whom your child will socialize with. 
It is very important for all children, 
including the retarded. to relate to 
others outside their immediate 
household circles. As they get older, 
the concern becomes: where can 
these young men and women get 
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Photos in this article taken at the Summer Program qf HASC- Hebrew Academy for Special Children. 

together in a "kosher" atmosphere? ing a proper program during vaca-
It means being concerned about tion time. 

how your child will learn about Yid- It means attending a community 
dishkeit outside of the home. Most board hearing, dealing with the es-
such children must attend public tablishmentofaKosherGroupHome 
schools,duetolackofspecialeduca- under an agency such as Ohel or 
ti on programs under Orthodox Jew- N'Shei Ahavas Chesed, and witness-
ish auspices. ing a person who had suffered 

It means having to endure the through concentration camps J"1, 
demand of a Rav that you not bring and should know better, refer to 
your handicapped child to shul be- individuals like your child as gar-
cause he or she makes the other bage. His primary concern seems to 
congregants uncomfortable. be over the fate of his property value. 

It means worrying about a struc- (Studies of real estate values show 
turedsummerprogramforyourchil- that rather than fall in neighbor-
dren-so necessary for their opti- hoods when group residences are 
mum development.A child can suffer established, they actually rise.) 
tremendous setbacks from not hav- It means finding a sheltered work-
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At long last discussion of the way society in general and, specifically, 
educational institutions treat special children is not being swept under the 
rug. 

The danger exists that we will pat ourselves on the back and say, Baruch 
HaShem there are institutions and individuals-splendid people-who are 
already dealing with these problems. Unfortunately, they are far too few. 

The Ribbono Shel Olam has granted us the merit to confront the prob
lems of special children, children with learning disabilities, retarded chil
dren, people who are emotionally disturbed, and we finally sense that 
something must be done. Indeed, the challenge to do something falls on 
every single individual. 

The religious community prides itself on the amount of tzeddaka it gives 
and the chessed it performs. May this be a beginning to the tzeddaka and 
chessed that we will extend toward special children and special families. 
That challenges us as individuals, as parents, as educators, as Yidden, to 
become special people who address ourselves to these special needs ... to 
practice special chessed ... to become attuned to the fact that there are 
special people-children-who need our attention. May this involvement 
signal the beginning of a koach horabbim-a mass impetus to undertake to 
solve these complex problems. 

Let us become special Jews. 

Based on remarks by Rabbi Yaakou Perlou1. Nouominsker Rebbe. 
at the Symposium 'These Children Are Ours." 

shop for your adult child where his 
(or her) pay will not be "docked" 
because he must leave early on Fri
day, and where he will not have to 
endure negative comments from 
supervisors because he must take 
time off for Yomim Tovim. 

It means caring about what will 
happen to your son or daughter 
"after 120 years" when you will no 
longer be able tc; look out for their 
interests. 

These are the concerns of the fam
ilies, the brave parents who have 
opted to keep their children home. 

THE SIGNALS: 
YOUR CHILD IS NOT WANTED 

U ntil recently, the needs of the 
Jewish retarded was a subject 
that was not openly discussed 

in the frum community. And there 
were very few services under Ortho
dox Jewish auspices available to the 
retarded and their families. This was 
a signal of sorts to us, the parents, 
that our children are not wanted by 
the community, that they are "taint
ed" and not part of the Kial. Retarded 
means slow-in our case, slow to 
learn, of a diminished mental capa
city. If relative slowness is the basis 
for exclusion, where does that leave 
us?-for compared to Tannaim of 
Rishonim, or even to the Gedolim of 
our time, we, too. could be consi
dered retarded. 

The unfortunate result of this pre
judgment (or prejudice, if you will) 
was that many of the families of 
retarded children succumbed to 
pressures from family and unen
lightened physicians, and did not 
take their children home after birth, 
or gave them up soon afterward. 

What has happened to these re
jected children? Hundreds of Jewish 
children were institutionalized in 
places like Willowbrook and other 
state-run facilities. When New York 
State enacted its so-called 'Willow
brook" decree, mandating that these 
children be disinstitutionalized and 
put into residential settings in a 
community environment. most of 
them were placed in non-Jewish 
group homes and residences, be
cause there were not enough kosher 
facilities. Many other Jewish retard-
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,,,., 
.I.he Talmud says that 'if one deprives a person of 

Torah, even the fetus in his mother's womb curses him.' 
Why af etus? Because he is incapable of expressing himself 
... teaching us that even those incapable of expression or 
protest are entitled to a share of Torah." DR. ABRAHAM TwERSKI 

clearly that a) being retarded does 
not mean one is a shoteh; and bl 
upon reaching the chronological age 
of bar/bas mitzva, if one has the 
intellectual age of about seven years 
old, one is as obligated to fulfill mitz
vos as anyone else. Thus, chinuch 
applies to him as well. 

ed have found places in foster or 
adoptive homes with non-Jewish 
parents and are being brought up as 
non-Jews. 

A Jewish physician prominent in 
the field of development was on the 
verge of tears when he told me of the 
many Jewish children he was forced 
to place in Catholic institutions. 
These were not children from mar
ginally religious families; many were 
from prominent families in the com
munity. 

The Jewish Heritage Program 
deals with young men and women 
living in non-Jewish group or foster 
homes. It takes them lo Sunday 
classes to learn about Berachos, 
Shabbos. Yomim Tovim and other 
aspects of Judaism. The non-Jewish 
foster parents are very cooperative 
and encourage these children to 
learn about their heritage. Yet when 
a retarded person is not picked up 
for this program, the foster parents 
will not leave him alone at home. 
They take him along lo church ser
vices, where he is welcomed warmly, 
because Christians considered 
everyone. including the handi
capped, as "souls to be saved." 

WHAT IS A PARENT TO DO? 

W hat do parents, who want 
the best for their children, 
do when there is no one to 

turn to? They seek out others like 
themselves and organize. Fortunate
ly, my wife and I came into contact 
with several other couples with re
tarded children about seven years 
ago, and we formed a group called 
OTSAR. The word otsarmeans trea
sure: these children are our trea
sures. 

One of our first concerns was chi
nuch. but upon approaching mem
bers of the community and profes
sionals in chinuch, we were told that 
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our children were consider shotim 
(below minimal intelligence) and a 
shoteh is free of mitzva obliga
tions-so the community does not 
have to deal with these children. One 
of our first acts as a group was to 
send a she'eila regarding this to 
Rabbi Moshe Feinstein '""· In his 
teshuva, Reb Moshe states quite 

OTSAR was also concerned with 
the establishment of Jewish services 
under Orthodox auspices-not that 
of some diluted expression of Juda
ism. These children are Jews and 
have a right to spiritual develop
ment to the best of their potential, 
not be to cast aside or at best 
benignly neglected. 

YOUR ROLE IN THE STRUGGLE 

We parents don't expect the 
lay community to solve all 
our problems, but there are 

existing areas that can be expanded 
to includetheJewish retarded. These 
include camping-bunks can be es
tablished in Camp Agudah or Bnos. 
for example, for the higher-function
ing retarded, where they would be 
able to spend a few weeks in the 
summer in afrumenvironment. Not 
only would the experience be benefi-

THE YITIY LEIBEL HELP-LINE 
A Free Senrice of the 

Yitty Leibel Chesed Fund 
e Marital problems? • Fear ofbreak-down? 
e Overpowering stress? •Parent-child friction? 

Do you have problems like these and are afraid or ashamed to talk to 
anyone'? ... Do you want a trained, wise, warm professional who will 
talk to you on the phone'? 

Some of the Torah community's highly skilled psychologists, social 
workers, and therapists are ready to help. Your consultation will be 
treated with the utmost discretion. You may remain anonymous if 
you prefer. They understand. They're trained. They have Ahavas 
Yisrael. 

Hours: Monday through Friday 
Sunday through Thursday 

8:00-12:00 a.m. 
9:00-11:00 p.m. 

Dial (718) HELP-NOW (435-7669) 
This project has been approved by leading Torah authorities. For information only call (718) 435-7706. 
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A retarded child is not necessarily a "shoteh", 
free from responsibilityf or mitzva observance. 
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cial to them and their families, it 
would also have a positive impact on 
the other campers who meet these 
boys and girls and become sensit
ized to them as people. 

Perhaps community organizations 
can establish sheltered workshops 
where our children can be produc
tive and not suffer discrimination 
because of their religious require
ments. 

·you WANT IT WHENr 

We ask that when you see us walk
ing with our children, do not make 
negative faces or stare at them as if 
they were freaks of nature.Just smile 
at them as you would at another 
child. Let your children interact with 
ours. r guarantee that they will not 
catch anything from them that they 
would not catch from other children. 
Our kids need friends and playmates 
as do all other children. 

YOUR JOB IS READY! 

Marketing/ Advertising/Graphics 

National Media Consultants 

RACHAEL KRAWIEC ASSOCIATES 

34 

Every yeshiva should include in 
its midosprogram a component that 
teaches its students about handi
caps, and how to deal with people 
who are less than perfect. If correct 
attitudes are introduced during the 
formative years, they will be in
grained by the time the students 
become adults. 

Others can do something even 
more positive-as did Dovid and 
Naomi Greenwald (see the next arti
cle). They opened their home as fos
ter parents to a mentally retarded 
Jewish child. If one feels that he 
cannot make a long-term commit
ment, there is a program called 
RESPITE, designed to give parents, 
whose handicapped child lives at 
home, a break to regain their 
strength to continue this physically 
and emotionally demanding job. A 
"respite provider" takes a child in for 
a limited period, such as a Shabbos, 
Yorn Tov, or similar block of time. 

As our children become adults, 
they deserve a chance to live inde
pendently. This can be accomplished 
by joining a community-based group 
residence. If Ohel or N'Shei Ahavas 
Chesed wants to establish a facility 
in your community, do all that you 
can to demonstrate your support. 
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AS THE CHASAM SOFER SAID ... 

T here is a teshuva from the 
ChasamSojer(OrachChaim 
76) addressing the concern of 

a father of an incompetent eighteen 
year-old daughter. The father states 
that he cannot cope with his daugh
ter at home and he is at a quandary 
as to what to do with her.After some 
discussion. the ChasamSojerwrites 
that if the father really has no choice 
and cannot cope with her. "it is bet
ter that he send her out of his home 
and that she be left on her own, 
because she will be found by our 
compassionate Father." 

That is the real issue: We must 
reestablish within ourselves our 
nation's characteristics of racharn
onim and gomlei chassodim (com
passionate and charitable people). It 
is not enough to give financial sup
port to the few existing institutions 
like Ohel and HASC. We actually 
need more programs and services 

HOME 
ATTENDANTS 

~
--~-~e---~~''IR·; t. __ ~!_,,1- ;?JI/ 
' 1· ,. 

'.;. '.,:~:, 
<Ji-.''~~'('\., 

(f! !: • 

needed for 

HOUSEKEEPING AND 
PERSONAL CARE 

for the 

DISABLED AND 
HOMEBOUND 

good pay and benefits 
Boro Park, Bensonhurst and 

Flatbush Area 
full-time live in positions only 

Project OHR Inc. 
(Office for Homecare Referral) 

130S-40th srreet 
Brooklyn, NY 11218 

853-2700 

The Jewish Observer. January 1987 

like these. As anyone involved with 
the administration of these organi
zations can tell you. there are hun
dreds on their waiting lists for 
placement. More than that. however. 
we need a change of attitude. We 
must open our hearts to these chil
dren. I am embarrassed that we. who 
always have set the standards in 
gemillas chassodim, are so far be-

hind non-Jews in this particular 
area. Only by establishing a positive 
attitude can we succeed. lest more of 
our children become lost. 

This new awareness will not mark 
a culmination of efforts; it will be a 
new beginning for the Jewish retard
ed and their families, in the sense 
that they will be made to feel they are 
part of Kial Yisroel. • 

CONVENTION TAPES AVAILABLE 
Tapes of the major weekdays sessions of the Agudath Israel conven
tion are available for purchase through the main office ofAgudath Israel 
of America. 84 William Street, New York, NY 10038 (tel 212-797-9000). 

The following recordings arc available, at $4 per tape. S l 2 for the 
entire set of four: 

Iape # lI<E_'{NOTE SJ_SSIOI\_ 

(Mmzoci Shabbos): 
Rabbi Mordcchai Gifter 

Tape#2.~KEYNQTESESS10f'i. 

(Motznci Shabbos): 
Rabbi Moshe Sherer 
Rabbi A. D. Dunner 

Tape lf3_)YMPO_Sll)M:__ 

(Sunday Morning) 
The Needs of Special Children; 
Dr. Abraham Twerski, M.D. 

T<1ri.e.34 S'{1'1JPOSlU/v1_: __ 
(Sunday Morning) 
Combating New Anti-Orthodoxy: 
Rabbi Yaakov reitman 
Rabbi llcrcl Wein 

Copies of the 1986 Annual 
Report of Agudath Israel, 
distributed at the convention, 
are also available,free of charge. 

The tapes may be purchased in Brooklyn from: 
Mrs. Berl: 4511-l Sth Avenue. Brooklyn, NY, (718) 435-5793 

ls your name and address printed incorrectly on the JO mailing label? 
Are you moving? Help us delive:ryourJO to you as efficiently as possible .. 
Please attach current mailing label in space below; or else print clearly 
your address as we now have it. 

Name----------------------~ 

Address---------------------

City, State, Zip ------------------
Print your correct (or new) name and address here: 

Name----------------------~ 

Address---------------------

City, State, Zip -------------------
Mail to: 

The Jewish Observer 
84 William St./N.Y.C. 10038 

(212) 197-9000 
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CLARIFICATION 

The biography of Rabbi Moshe Feinstein J">l 
(Oct. '86) mentioned that the late Rosh Hayeshiva 
accepted upon himself to fast on the day that his 
Torah manuscripts were stolen-a fast "to be kept 
regardless of his health." This extra clause was 
included by error. 

Also: the date of arrival of the Feinstein family in 
~--------~ America was Rosh Chodesh Sh vat. 564 7 ( 1937). 

After Hours, We're Still Cooking 

AT THE DAIRY PIANET 
A Landmark In Fine 

I<osher-Vegetarian & Seafood Dining 

Enjoy our Nouvelle Cuisine! 
In the Wall Street area between the 

World Trade Center and the South Street Seaport. 

FREEDA® 
VITAMINS 

THE BEST IN THE VITAMIN WORLD 
Over 250 Vitamins, Minerals and Amino Acids to cover 
all your vitamin needs, Our vitamins are made on the 
premises under strict pharmaceutical and kashrus stand
ards. Freeda Vitamins are parve and vegetarian and are 
under the Rabbinical Supervision of The Orthodox Union 
and Rabbi Mordechai Kohn from New Square, N. Y. 

•no sugar 
• no starch 

• no sulfates 
• no salt filler 

• no coal tar dyes 
• no animal stearates 

Please write for our bro<"hure and complimentary article on, 
"How To Get Enough Calcium". 

NEW! 
"A-Free Prenatal" 

Prenatal vitamins without Vitamin A 

FREEDA VITAMINS 
38 EB8t4lst Street 

New York, New York 10017 
(212) 68S4980 

sin('e 1928 

DIGEST OFMEFORSIIlM 

'"1P'.:7 1n:i '"1P'.:7 
J 11::1l 1ll"JN JN1Y.l\U 11 l"i11i1Y.l 

Available at 

LEKUfEI INC. 
c/o I. Rosenberg 

10 West 47th Street, Room 702 
New York, N.Y. 10036 

(212) 719-1717 

20 Volumes on Torah, Perek, 
Medrash, Megilos and Talmud. 

Proceeds of sales distributed 
an1ong Yeshivas and used fOr 

reprinting of volumes out-of:print 

PRICE $7.50 PER VOLUME 

FROM FACTORY 
REPRESENTATIVE 

SAVE!!! 
n:nu it3,W 

491613thAve.,B'klyn,N.Y. 11219 
(718) 854-2911 

ZAVE 
SHERLIN 
ORCHESTRA 

(718) 434-3540 
Also Available As ONE MAN BAND 

The World Famous Grunwald 

SHAS 
now available in !00% genuine 

leather binding 

The perfect gift for the Choson 

Volumes #5 &. !8 of 

Encyclopedia Talmudls 
just arrived 

Dealers contact; M.S. Spiegel, {ZIZ) 226-4331 



THESE CHILDREN ARE OURS David Greenwald 

Our parents were afraid for us. Perhaps Chaim 
would have a negative effect on our personal lives. 

But when he entered the room, pointed to my mother, 
and asked excitedly, '1\re you my Bubbie?" 

-she became his Bubbie. 

A SPECIAL VISITOR 

CHAIM? OR CHRISTOPHER? 

M ywifeand l first noticed l. he 
advertisement one night 
during the summer. A pic

ture of a small boy accompanied 
these pleading words: 

My name is Chaim, but soon it will 
be changed to Christopher, chas 
vashalom. I'm living inSaintMa111's 
ResidenceforChildren, because no 
Jewishfamily will take me. Eve111-
one at SL Ma111's loves me and 
takes good care of me. They are 
hoping a Jewish family will adopt 
me. 

But there is no Jewish family. 
Some of the families who visit St. 
Ma111 's would like to adopt me and 
the State will make me go to one of 
them if no Jewishf amily wants me. 

Maybe I look a littledUferentand 

Dovid Greenwald, a musrnach of Yeshiva Ner 
Israel. Baltimore, lives in Spring Valley, N.Y. 

The Jewish Observer, Janua111 1987 

learn a little slower because I have 
Down's Syndrome. That doesn't 
make me forget I'm Jewish and 
how much I loved going to Shul, 
singing Zemiros, and wearing my 
Ki pa. 

Please help me! Contact Ohel 
Children's Home and Family 
Services. 

We read and re-read the adver
tisement and seriously began lo 
consider Chaim's plight and our 
personal situation. Like most peo
ple, we had never considered adopt
ing a child. Nevertheless, we felt we 
had the ability to expand our family 
circle, at least temporarily. We knew 
very little about the services ofOhel 
Children's Home and even less about 
Down's Syndrome children, but we 
became determined to see if we could 
help Chaim in some way. 

Upon contacting Ohel. we ascer· 
tained that while an adoptive home 
was being sought, they had also 
been actively searching for a foster 

family for Chaim in the interim. The 
court would certainly be more pa· 
tient with Chaim's case if he were 
liVing in a suitable home, rather 
than in a hospital. Of course, Chaim's 
life would be far richer in a home 
with a father and mother, sister and 
brother, and the ruach that only a 
Torah home can provide. 

Could we assume the responsibili
ties of foster parents and, in Chaim's 
case, could we deal with a Down's 
Syndrome child? Our primary con
cern was the impact on our 6 year 
old daughter and our 4 year old son. 
We were honest with them about 
Chaim-the effects of Down's Syn
drome and the need for a family to 
care for Chaim until a permanent 
home could be found. 

Before Chaim joined our family, 
we took the children to visit him. We 
encountered a warm and cheerful 
child. He told us about an Uncle 
Moishe concert that he had been to 
and about a circus that he had seen 
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at Camp HAS.C.* The kids could 
relate .... True, he could not express 
himself fully or comprehend com
pletely. BUT he could enjoy himself 
and participate on his level. 

should not be lonely or afraid. 
Quite honestly, we had not re

ceived much encouragement from 
our parents and friends in this ven
ture. They were afraid for us. Per
haps it would have a negative effect 
on our personal lives. But, n"o things 
have gone smoothly, and our rela
tives and friends. and our children's 
friends, have also warmly accepted 
Chaim. 

Three weeks later, Chaim joined 
our family. We had braced ourselves 
for a tough beginning. And. as with 
most children, he was initially upset 
at having been placed in a strange 
environment. However, the warmth 
with which our children welcomed 
him-sharing their toys and includ
ing him In their activities-made 
him feel like a member of the family. 
That night my son Insisted on sleep
ing right next to Chaim so that he 

The first time my wife took Chaim 
to meet my mother was when my 
mother was sitting shiva. They en
tered a room filled with women. 
Chaim pointed to my mother and 
asked excitedly, "Are you my Bub
bie?" And at that moment she be
came his Bubbie. *Hebrew Academy for Special Children 
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FREE TICKETS TO LOS ANGELES! 
(If You Register in Camp Mesorah Before Jan. 31) 

Announcing the Opening of 

CAMP MESORAH 
(For Boys) 

Los Angeles. California 

The Newest Experience in Camping 
California Comfort at Its Best 

Sports • Leaming Groups • Ruach 
Special Touring Programs to Disneyland • Sea World 

Rabbi Yitzchok Young-Director/Head Counselor 
(Fonnerly of camp Agudah. N.Y.) 

Special Masmidim Program Under the Direction of 
Yeshivah Gedolah of Los Angeles 
Rabbi Eliezer Gross, Rosh Yeshiva 

In Cooperation With 
Agudas Yisroel of California 

Endorsed by all Yeshivas on the West Coast 
Cholov Yisroel-Glatt Kosher 

For a Brochure and more information call 
New York-718-261-3550 Los Angeles-213-201-0304 

HAVE OUR LIVES CHANGED? 
DEFINITELY! 

H ve our lives changed? Defi
nitely; and being attuned to 
hese changes, keenly ob

serving each member of the family 
for positive and negative effects is a 
vital partofbeingasuccessful foster 
family. Sibling rivalry, jealousy and 
illness are some of the things that 
need to be addressed. Taking in a 
foster child may place additional 
strains on the course of daily living. 
For example, it took weeks of meet
ings with psychologists, school 
committees, and paperwork before 
Chaim was properly placed in school. 
He began school in mid-October. 
Also, Chaim requires more visits to 
doctors than ourother children, and 
special medication before each meal. 

True, there is more work, but there 
is also more nachas because of 
Chaim. We shep nachas from his 
developmental growth and from his 
contentment since he has come to 
livewith us. Six-year old Chaim came 
to us in diapers; as a result of his 
being in a proper home environment. 
he cooperated fully and has been 
trained. 

Saying berachos . ... Participating 
in Kiddush and Zemiros . ... Listen
ing spellbound to tekias shofar . ... 
Dancing with a little Sefer Torah on 
Simchas Torah .... Delighting in a 
Shabbos or Yorn Tov visit to Bubble 
and Zeidie .... This is the Chaim that 
we have come to love. 

t:2J1ATANA 
yALLE~ 

4906 18th Ave. 
Brooklyn, N.Y. (718) 851-4448 

Jewish books, Judaica, Taleisim 
Mezuzos, personalized 1'alis bags, 
Tefil.inbag;, Yarmulkti« and Chalah 
covers, records and tapes, lucite, 
silver, semi-preciou..'> stones and gold 
jewelry. 

ALLATSUPER 
DISCOUNT PRICES! 
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Our children have learned many 
important lessons because of Chaim. 
Their understanding and apprecia
tion of this mitzva is deeper than we 
expected. On Rosh Hashana. my 
daughter announced, "It's a good 
thing we took Chaim before Rosh 
Hashana." Obviously, she could 
sense the magnitude of this chessecL 
and it made her feel good. Many 
midas tovos-such as chessed, 
rachmanus. savlanus, and Ahavas 
Yisroel-have been strengthened 
within all of us as a result of this 
experience. 

MORE ON 
THE BACKGROUND STORY 

U ntil now, we have shared our 
story with you. Now for some 
of our comments. based on 

our observations. During the past 
year alone, twenty-four special chil
dren-Jewish children-were turned 
away by OheI due to a lack of foster 
homes and an even greater lack of 
adoptive homes. These children will 
generally live their lives with non
Jewish families and Christian agen
cies. It is particularly sad that many 
of these children are Down's Syn
drome children, as the parents are 
aware at birth of the child's han
dicap and believe that they will not 
be able to cope. We have learned. 
however, that these children, like 
Chaim, have a real ability to feel 
acceptance and rejection, love and 
pain. 

When, due to extenuating circum
stances, parents cannot care for their 
own child, others should assume 
this responsibility. Some people may 
be unaware of this unique oppor
tunity for chessed. Others may feel 
unqualified. But you don't need a 
degree in special education or psy
chology to be successful foster par
ents. Ohel will provide the necessary 
professional support services. The 
key, for the parents, is knowing how 
to give love and be loved. and re
membering that each Yiddishe ne
shama belongs in a warm and 
wholesome Torah home. 

For those who cannot assume a 
full-time undertaking there is also a 
need for families who will invite a 
special child to their homes. for a 
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shorter period of time-a Shabbos 
or Yorn Tov-providinga respite for 
the parents. Additionally, communi
ty members can participate in and 
support programs which enhance 
the lives of these special children, 
and at the same time lighten the 
load of their parents. For example. 
Chaim attends a Sunday morning 
program. staffed by wonderful vol
unteers in Monsey: Chaim enjoys 
this program immensely, and looks 
forward to it all week. Lekavod Par-

shas Vayeirah, he brought home 
his arts and crafts project: Ohel shel 
Avraham Avinu. At the Shabbos 
seuda, his face glowed as he stood 
and displayed his Ohel. Our chil
dren were so pleased that Chaim. 
too, could have a turn at Parsha 
time. They helped him sing his song 
about Avraham wailing for guests, 
welcoming everyone through the 
four doors of his tent. May we be 
zoche to have all of our doors always 
open for all of our children.• 
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JEWISH HISTORY 
'~ sk your father-and he will inform you, your 

elders-and they will tell you" (Devarim 32,7). 
Jewish history is a treasurehouse oflessons to 

be learned, values to be cherished, heroes to serve as role 
models and villains, as dire warnings. But we need books 
that provide reliable guidance to our past. and unfortu
nately there is a great lack in this respect. 

THE HISTORY OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE, FROM 
YAVNETO PUMBEDISA, by Meir Holder(Mesorah Pub
lications and Hillel Press, Brooklyn, 1986, $14.95) co
edited by Rabbi Hersh Goldwunn. 

This book is the second volume in a series of which the 
first volume covered the period of the Second Temple. 
Like its predecessor, this volume is distinguished by its 
clear presentation of the material, aided by charts, time
lines and illustrations: and by the wealth of information 
provided, drawn from the most reliable sources, notably 
the DorosHarishonim. The thoroughness of this volume 
makes greater demands on the reader than the first 
volume: in particular, students in school may feel some
what overwhelmed by the rich detail, even though it is 
arranged in the clearest possible manner. For the benefit 
of our educational institutions, this reviewer would wel
come (as an addition to future editions, or as a separate 
students' workbook) introductory summary overviews 
for each major period, stressing the basic developments 
and personalities, and review questions that will force 
the student to focus on the main facts to be remembered. 
This is such an excellent book that every effort should be 
made to further its widest possible use. 

It is to be hoped that the Mesorah series on Jewish 
history will, before too long, cover the whole of our past. 
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Meanwhile the student of Jewish history is at a loss, for 
he will not want to rely on standard works which are 
marked by secular if not anti-religious viewpoints and, 
almost always, by a disregard (or at least ignorance) of 
traditional sources. Fortunately, however, there is a 
large-and growing-number of source materials that 
we can utilize: it must be remembered that, as we turn to 
primary sources (documents, letters and accounts from 
earlier periods), we are less dependent on the interpreta
tions and preconceptions of the latter-day historian
and even secondary materials, such as studies oflimited 
specific topics can often be used. albeit with due caution. 
Naturally we are particularly fortunate when such stu
dies are published by authors committed to Torah. 

JEWISH LIFE IN THE VILLAGE COMMUNITIES OF 
SOUTHERN GERMANY, by Hugo Mandelbaum (Feld
heim, New York/Jerusalem. 1985, $6.95). 

This is a moving and most interesting memoir which 
brings to life for the reader a little-known world, interests 
only touched upon in the writings of Hermann Schwab 
and some historical tales of Judeaus and Lehmann. The 
communities here described were not the scene of earth
shaking major happenings, but they were marked by an 
unshakeable loyalty to Torah, a serene and disciplined 
way of life, and human qualities for which our fast
moving modern lifestyle seems to have no time. To read 
this book is not only to peer into a world gone-by, but to 
be challenged to evaluate our own communal life. The 
impact of the volume is heightened by the fact that, very 
obviously. its author, for many years involved in Torah 
education. writes about a life of which he himself was a 
very worthy product. 
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THE JEWISH COMMUNITY IN POLAND, by Isaac Lewin 
(Philosophical Library, N.Y,, 1985, $15.00). 

These historical essays by the noted historian and 
Agudah leader touch on a variety of themes in the 
thousand-year history of Polish Jewry: the origin and rise 
of Polish Jewry, as well as legal and political happenings 
that throw a light on its history. Such remarkable indi
viduals as King Stefan Bastory's court physician and a 
Gentile Etrogim dealer, and all-too-common controver
sies, such as over the appointment of a Rosh Hayeshiva 
(in Lvov in the l 750's), appear in these pages-as well as 
a brief survey of Polish rabbinic literature. Of particular 
interest is the account of the battles between the Or
thodox and secularists over the interests of the Jews of 
post-World War I Poland-one facet of a struggle that 
unfortunately has marked modern Jewish history 
thoughout the world. 

AUTHORITY AND COMMUNITY, Polish Jewry in the 
Sixteenth Century, by Nissan E. Shulman (Ktav Pub
lishing House and Yeshiva University Press, N.Y., 1986, 
$20.00). 

This book is a study of the Responsa Mas'at Bin ya min 
and their famous author, and a description of Polish 
Jewish life in his time, as reflected in his responsa. It is 
outside the purview of a review to discuss specific hala
chic points touched on in the book (though the question 
may be raised whether the difference between the com
pletion of a first marriage ritual and that of a second 
marriage is a matter of a psychological difference as sug
gested: see Oruch Hashulchan, Even Ha'ezer, ch. 64). 
The author's aim is to paint a picture of sixteenth cen
tury Polish Jewry, and the reader will indeed be fasci
nated by this glimpse into the Golden Period of Jewish 
life in Poland. 

FEIVEL KIRSHENBAUM, Ph.D. 
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Money Management 
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UNTIL THE MASHIACH, the Life of Rabbi Nachman, by 
Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan, edited by Rabbi David Shapiro. 
(The Breslov Research Institute, Jerusalem/Brooklyn, 
1985, $14.95). 

This volume is a scholarly biographical account of the 
founder of Breslov Chassidism. in a rather unusual for
mat. In the manner ofa diary, itlists chronologically what 
we know from the sources about Rabbi Nachman's life 
and activities. Appendices contain some of his letters, 
short biographies of the tzaddikim mentioned in the 
text. a description of Eretz Ytsroel in Reb Nachman's 
time, and a descriptive listing of his works. As the intro
duction stresses, 'We are left with a full account of the 
outer details of Reb Nachman's life. Yet the inner man 
remains a mystery!" It is obviously necessary to turn 
to his writings-but even tl:!en we will not attain a real 
understanding of his personality but, rather, of the ideas 
that he sought to convey to his disciples and to the world 
at large. 

FINDING OUR FATHERS, a Guidebook to Jewish 
Genealogy, by Dan Rottenberg (Genealogical Publica
tion Co., Baltimore, 1986, $12.95 ). 

This is a useful book if it is used for the purpose for 
which it was written-and if the reader totally disregards 
the author's brief speculative excursion into Jewish
and specifically biblical-history. The purpose of this 
book is to provide the reader with pointers as to the 
meaning of family names, possible family connections, 
and addresses where further information on them (and 
one's own family) can be sought. It is only to be regretted 
that the author refers his readers to the work done by the 
Mormons-he points out that their genealogical zeal is 
religiously motivated, but does not indicate the ques
tions that this raises for the Jew interested in his family's 
past (see Rabbi Shmuel Gorr's article on the topic in JO, 
March, '86). 

SINGLE & DOUBLE BREASTED 
* MENS' SUITS * 

SILBIGER'S 
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GENERATION TO GENERATION, Personal Recollec
tion ofa Chassidic Legacy, by Abraham J. Twerski (Tra
ditional Press. Brooklyn. 1985, $14.95 ). 

This is a fascinating book, a collection of stories heard 
or experienced that cannot be easily placed into one par
ticular category. It is historical in nature, throwing light 
on old-country Chassidism (notably in the Ukraine) and 
on a remarkable offshoot in the American Midwest. It is 
inspirational. treating the reader to sharp and incisive 
insights into the meaning of the good life. It is educa
tional. as it pictures the wisdom of the author's father in 
guiding his children and followers in the ways of the 
Torah. With all that. it is immensely enjoyable to read
and leaves the reader with many ideas to ponder. This 
reviewer would like to single out one specific point: in an 
age where psychology is commonly held to provide the 
key to healthy living, the author-talmid chacham and 
psychiatrist-makes it clear that the attitudes incul
cated by Torah and the guidance provided by its scholars. 
point the way to a fulfilled and harmonious life at its best. 
and provide profound lessons for the psychologist. 
Through the practical applications shown by the author, 
he actually guides us toward exploiting the potential of 
Jewishness for coping with our ernotional and existen
tial needs. 

[!J 
RESERVE THE DATE 
SUNDAY, MAY 24, 1987 

for the 65th Annual Dinner of 
Agudath Israel of America 
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222 West 72nd Street (212) 595-8487 
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NOTICE TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS 

~ 'ii:. 

-• 

We have become aware that a large number of our 
regular subscribers-especially in the Mid-Atlantic 
region-did not receive the October '86 issue, fea
turing Rabbi Nasson Scherman's article on Rabbi 
Moshe Feinstein J">i, because of mislabeling in the 
mailing house. If you are among those subscribers 
who did not receive that issue, drop a note to the JO 
office to that effect, and kindly include the mailing 
label from a current issue. 

Not just a cheese, 
a traCJition ... :;. 
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Haolam, the most trusced name in Cholov Yisroel Kosher Cheese. 
A reputation earned through 25 years of scrupulous devotion to quality 
and kashruth.With 12 delicious varieties. Under the srnct Rabbinical 
supervision of K'hal Adas Jeshurun, N. Y. 
Haolam, a tradition you'll enjoy keeping: I I 
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Second Looks at the 
Jewish Scene 

ELIE WIESEL: 
Prize Spokesman For Jewry? 

E lie Wiesel traveled to Oslo in 
December to receive the Nobel 
Peace Prize, and I held my 

breath. First of all, he is breathtak
ing in his command oflanguage, in 
his ability to evoke times and condi
tions that defy description. In addi
tion, he was seen as receiving the 
award on behalf of 6 million Jewish 
martyrs and 12 million survivors, as 
it were. He was serving as a spokes-
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man for me, my family, my people, 
and while he has a gift for making 
the world sit up and take note of his 
words, those words do not always 
express my sentiments. 

Mr. Wiesel's words fulfilled his 
faithful audience's expectations. He 
opened his remarks with the "She
hechiyanu" blessing, and acknow
ledged the Creator's role in preserv
ing him to this day-a noble senti-

LOOKING FOR A 
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TO STAY IN NEW YORK? 
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and Teveria which continue to being 
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Yiddishkeit. 

For reservations & information please call: 

(718) 851-29f:l9 

ment, nobly expressed. And then, he 
interpreted his role as spokesman: 

"I may say that this honor belongs 
to all the survivors and their child
ren. and through us, to the Jewish 
people with whose destiny I have 
always identified." 

In a few brief strokes. he painted a 
stark picture: 

"I remember: it happened yester
dayoreterniliesago.AyoungJewish 
boy discovered the kingdom of night. 
I remember his bewilderment. I re
member his anguish. It all happened 
so fast. The ghetto. The deportation. 
The sealed cattle car. The fiery altar 
upon which the history of our people 
and the future of mankind were 
meant to be sacrificed. 

"l remember: he asked his father: 
'Can this be true? This is the 20th 
Century, not the Middle Ages. Who 
would allow such crimes to be com
mitted? How could the world remain 
silent?'" 

And then he brought his message 
home: 

" ... now the boy is turning to me: 
'Tell me,' he asks. 'What have you 
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done with myfuture?\iVhat have you 
done with your Uie?' " 

Those questions, posed by the lit
tle boy that was Elie Wiese! of Stghet 
42 years ago, can be addressed to 
each and everyoae of us by the mil
lion and a half little boys and girls 
whose lives were snuffed out before 
they had the chance to decide what 
they wanted to do with their lives, or 
to take a few tentative steps tovvard 
realizing their dream for r; meaning
ful adulthood. 

Would this have h•cen fo,,, end of 
Wiesel's speech. we '\JVOuld have\viped 
our tears, stef."led our re&oh.rc\ and 
joined the hushed audience in the 
University of Oslo's ct:rf:rnonial .hall 
in applause. VVe 'Yldtdd h<J\;f'. heard 
Egil Aanrik. Cl1a_!_r1nn.n ef t11e Nor
wegian Nobel Committee Mr. 
Wiesel: "I will conquer nFr rnurder
ers by atten1pifn.g to r1;con2~truct 

what theydestrn:y-ed." }\nd, ::.~,f,i1ln, we 
would strenp;tJ:tert our t.'.k:t<~1Tni rJH ti on 
to live up to u'1is er·tdo. 

But Mr. Wiesel had 1rio:rc tc; sD.y. He 
was not conter:d. 1A11t'h speultJug on 
behalf of the Je.~1~1 .. '·ti(~n 'T~f:.re .. mur
dered, the Jew~~~;"o :>ui ;·h~ti'. and 
the Jews who wen-c 1-w;· • 3lnce. He 
spoke on behalf 't ·, • ! ;;ersecuted 
peoples. He decried a,,,,..-theid, iden
tified with Lech Walesa, and he even 
bemoaned the fate of the Palestin
ians. 

By projecting the suffering and 
the survival of the Jewish People on 
a universal canvas, making it the 

paradigm for all persecuted peoples' 
suffering, he was no longer speaking 
for Jewiy-because Jews have been 
singled out for persecution in ways 
that no other people have been. They 
have been despised for being desig
nated to represent G-d's will to the 
world ... for living by His word when 
others preferred to deafen them
selves to His word. True, other peo
ples have been marked for discrimi
nation, persecution and even death 
because of color, because of religion, 
because of rivalries, but only the 
Jews suffer because of their essence. 
Thus Hitlerv"' mounted a deliberate 
campaign to wipe the Jews off the 
face of the earth l"n, while the world 
pretended that nothing extraordi
nary was happening. . .. And the 
Jewish people will prevail in spite of 
Hitler's design, and the world's indif
ference for the veiy same reasons 
that the Jews have been singled out 
for destruction. Because they are 
here as the Am Hashem. 

Perhaps Mr. Wiesel said what the 
audience had preferred to hear. 
There are always groups or nations 
or religious communities that will 
be the butt of prejudice and persecu
tion. Yes, the world at large should 
treat all groups with dignity and jus
tice. But at that moment when Wie
sel stopped addressing the veiy spe
cial reason that a Jewish survivor 
was selected for the Peace Prize, he 
stopped speaking for me. 

So what did that little boy think? 
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Did the man he became use the plat
form as that little boy would have 
expected? Perhaps not all the time. 
But for a good part of the time, I 
would say, yes, he did.• 
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THE RCA AND THE 
CHAPLAINCY COMMISSION 

To the Editor: 

As the one responsible for the 
Rabbinical Council of America's 
stand on the Chaplaincy. permit me 
a comment on Second Looks at the 
Jewish Scene. entitled "One Straw. 
How Many Camels?" (Sept. '86). The 
article asked. how did the RCA ever 
join a Jewish Chaplaincy before the 
Reform designated a woman? The 
answer is in history. There were no 
Orthodox chaplains in World War I. 
Even during the Second World War, 
Orthodox chaplains were in a dis
tinct minority. The Chaplaincy 
Commission functioned with the 
sanction of all yeshivot. Orthodox 
chaplains from all yeshivot were ac
tive in rescue work in Europe. The 
presence of Orthodox chaplains 
within the Chaplaincy Commission 
was a major factor in preserving 
draft preferred status of yeshiva 
students. 

The writer personally recalls the 
effort to protect the draft exempt 
status of yeshiva students .... One of 
the cogent arguments was that 
yeshivot produced chaplains. None 
of the roshei yeshiva opposed the 
Chaplaincy Commission then. It was 
excluded from their ban. 

It should be pointed out that even 

l}r'~~'O:"r *'~ 
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with our departure from the old 
commission, some modus vivendi 
with others will have to be worked 
out in order to serve Orthodox chap
lains. Nobody has yet stepped for
ward with any suggestions as to how 
to fill the gap in support of the 
Orthodox chaplains in service. 

RABBI LoUIS BERNSTEIN 
Honorary President 
Rabbinical C...ouncil of America 
New York City 

THE EDITOR REPLIES 

Rabbi Bernstein explains why the 
RCA's membership in the Chaplain
cy Commission is acceptable even 
with the participation of Reform 
Rabbis. Why. then. leave the Com
mission when a Reform woman 
Rabbi is appointed? Rabbi Bern
stein does not demonstrate why the 
RCA finds "Rabbi Julie" Schwartz 
less acceptable as a chaplain than it 
had found the Reform rabbis who 

serve as her male colleagues. Is the 
male member of the species any less 
Reform than the female? 

Nor does he explain why the RCA 
found It necessaiy to leave the Cha
plaincy Commisston while it still 
belongs to the Synagogue Council of 
America and permits its members to 
belong to the New York Board of 
Rabbis, which do include Reform 
rabbis In their membership rolls. 
Why does their membership in the 
Chaplaincy Commission imply 
granting legitimacy to an unaccept
able role model of a rabbi while 
membership In the other mixed reli
gious groups .does not? 

It seems as though Rabbi Bern
stein has chosen to be more discrim
inating than the roshei hayeshiva 
in regard to the Chaplaincy Com
mission where cooperation is purely 
on the technical level-they did not 
call for pulling out while he did. Yet 
in regard to the SCA and the NY 
Board of Rabbis, umbrella organiza
tions of an ideological/religious 
format. he is stiII more than thirty 
years behind in responding to their 
call to leave these groups of religious 
interaction and cooperation. where 
legitimacy is implicit in membership. 

Our main criticism is lack of con
sistancy. and this remains un
resolved. 

RABBI NISSON WOLPIN 
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Rabbi Aharon Dovid Dunner, Dayan of London, addressing the Keynote session of the Convention. 
From l. tor.: Rabbi Aaron Schechter (Mesivta Rabbi Chaim Berlin), the Bostoner Rebbe, Rabbi Chaskel 
Besser, Rabbi Moshe Sherer, Rabbi Mordechai Gifter (Telshe), Rabbi Avrohom Pam (Mesivta Torah 
VodaathJ-the latter two members of Moetzes Gedolei Ha Torah-and Rabbi Dovid Feintein (Mesivta 
Tifereth Jerusalem). 

The following first-hand report was written .for the readers qf Denver's Inter
mountainJewishNews by the newspaper's editor, Rabbi liillel Goldberg, who was 

In Attendance at an 
Annual Convention of 

Agudath Israel 

H otairisoftenamaladyoflongmeet
ings. especially as such meetings 

multiply into fOur-day conventions con
sisting, essentially, of meetings. 

Another common malady, especially at 
organizational meetings, is self-congra · 
tulation. 

The contrary of these two maladies is 
confrontation with issues and self-criti
cism. Rarely have I seen a more concen
trated dose of both than I did at the 
annual convention of Agudath Israel of 
America. 

Agudath Israel of America is an Or
thodox organization~essentially a lay 
organization. though led by rabbis~ 
which has undergone phenomenal 
growth. 

At thisAgudah convention. rather than 
hot air. I absorbed some of the most 
uplifting and wrenching analyses~hard 
analyses~of problems facing Jewry to
day that I have ever heard. 

T ake retarded children. The conven
tional wisdom has it that no Jewish 

babies are available for adoption today. 
This is quite untrue. 
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Rabbi Yaakov Perlow (Novominsker Rebbe). 
Rabbi Menachem Mendelsohn (Kommemiut) 
and Rabbi Elya Fisher(Kollel Our). 

At a session both heartrending and 
heartfelt. it became obvious that not only 
are Jewish babies available for adoption, 
but they are ending up in Christian 
homes or institutions. 

I heard from the foster father of a Jew
ish child who told of his responses to an 
advertisement which read: 

"My name is Chaim-tomorrow it will 
be Christopher-unless a Jewish fam
ily adopts me." 

Chaim was taken in by a young couple. 
Many retarded Jewish chHdren are not. 

At a sess1on devoted to the Jewish 
needs of special children, reports on the 
best and the worst in humanity ran 
through a series of presentations by a 
parent of two retarded children, by the 
foster father of Chaim, by two learning 
disabled children, and by the principal of 
a Jewish school for retarded children. 

The best and the worst: 
These children provide special joys

these children are referred to as "gar
bage"-these children stimulate special 
maturity and growth in siblings-these 
children are told to stay out of the syn
agogue because they disturb others
these children who are obligated no less 
than any other Jew to study and observe 
the commandments of Torah. represent 
the completion of Jewish destiny when 
they are given the opportunity to study 
and to observe-these children are being 
turned out for adoption because of Jew
ish family pressures to remove a taint on 
the family-these children. as the great 
scholar Chazon Ish said, are especially 
precious souls because they have less to 
accomplish, less distance to travel, on 
the road to perfection before G-d. 

In short, a session that left not a dry 
eye in the crowd of over 1000 people. A 
session that fixed the legitimacy of in
tensive Jewish education, and Jewish 
adoption. for retarded and learning dis
abled Jewish children on the Orthodox 
Jewish agenda. 

A n evening session featured an ex
tremely forthright presentation of 

two views on how to heal religious
secular disputes in Israel. 

The chief rabbi of Petach Tikvah de
fended the necessity of demonstrations 
when the religious status quo-that is, 
when the law of'the land-is violated. 
The Bost.oner Rebbe, who now spends 
six months a year in Jerusalem, argued 
fora reconsideration of tactics, for a new 
posture based on an analysis not so 
much of how to defend religious inter
ests as of how to communicate the spir
itual power and beauty of Judaism to 
avowed secularists. 

A panel discussion on the principles 
and the problems in the supervision of 
kosher products in this country repres
ented the most extensive public airing of 
the issues to date. Rabbinic administra
tors of four major kashrus supervisory 
organizations answered pointed ques
tions from a panel of activists concerned 
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Rabbi Yosej Harari-Raju/. 

Rabbi Avrohom Chaim Levine (Telshe, Cf1icago), 
witlt Rabbi Shmuel Kamenetzky (Yeshiva qf 
Philadelphia) and Rabbi Reuvain Feinstein 
(Yeshiva oj Staten Island). who eulogized their 
latefathers. z"rl. 

with "consumer protection" in kashrus. 
The rabbinic administrators acquitted 
themselves with complete candor. even if 
not to complete satisfaction. 

For some time I have pondered over the 
precise wellspring of the unwitting errors 
that creep into American kashrus super
vision-an effort now performed immea
surably more efficiently than at the turn 
of the century. As the weekend wore on. I 
satisfied myself, for the first time. with a 
plausible explanation of these errors. 

They stem fro1n the pressure from 
kosher consumers for every last delica(,y 
in a kosher form. The ultimate problem 
is the kosher consumer himself. 

My thinking in this respect was amply 
abetted by a theme that recurred 
throughout this convention. No less than 
four speakers-four eminent 1'almudic 
scholars-stressed the inappropriate
ness of the excesses in spending on fam·· 
ily s1mchas and on ostentation gener
ally-the excesses in spending. and also 
the complementary squandering of op·· 
portunities for tzeddakah. 

'We are not in order," repeated Rabbi 
Mordecai Gifter. dean ofTelshe Yeshiva 
in Cleveland, and member of the supreme 
policy council of Agudah, the Council of 
Torah Sages. 

One would have to search the annals of 
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Rabbi Baruch Shimon Solomon (Rav of Pelach 
Tikva) 

Rabbi E/iyahu Essas receiving the Net.zach Yis
roelAwardfrom Mordechai Neustadt and Rabbi 
Moshe Sherer. 

oratorical prowess-reaching the likes of 
a Daniel Webster-to locate a metaphor 
for the oratorical lucidity and control of 
Rabbi Gifter. But the simple words of an 
American rabbi who escaped Iran 10 
years ago. or of a Russian rabbi, Eliyahu 
Essas. a refusenik who arrived in Israel 
only this year, powerfully told the story of 
a Judaism that refuses to die even under 
the most spiritually debilitating circum
stances. 

And as if all that were not enough, a 
hitherto unknown star ascended the 
podium-Rabbi Aaron Dovid Donner, a 
rabbinical judge from England-who 
proceeded to electrify an audience of 
3000 people with a most serious mes
sage ;.>ropelled by a most re1narkable 
sense of humor. 

I led a session on countering anti· 
Orthodox military in America, articulat
ing views with which readers of this 
column are presumably familiar. 

R etarded Jewish children, religious~ 
secular relations in IsraeL integrity 

in kashn1s, materialistic excess in the 
Orthodox community. Judais1n under 
oppressive regimes, intradenomina
tional relations in American Jewry-all 
these and several other pertinent topics 
stretched the convention hours from 7 

Rabbi Yaakov Perlow. Rabbi Aaron Schechter 
(Mesifta Rabbi Chaim Berlin). Rabbi Levi Yitz
chok Horowitz. (Bostoner Rebbe). 

a.m. {morning prayers) into the wee 
hours of the morning. 

It was a convention where the scalpel 
was turned on the Orthodox by the 
Orthodox. 

But in all the self-searching. in all the 
religious and sociological analysis of 
what has gone wrong in Orthodoxy, and 
of what needs improvement in it. I never 
heard :nentioned, or whispered. even 
once, even implicitly, a certain word, a 
certain issue, a certain quandary: 

lntermaniage. 
ExcessivelybountifulJeWish weddings 

are inappropriate. as the Agudah sages 
stressed, and perhaps also. such distor
tions are the kind that constitute (as 
Rabbi Gifter said) the ultimate respon
sibility for the larger JeWish failures 
today, but even if so, I still receive a spe
cial encouragement from Jews asked to 
cope with the problem of lavish Jewish 
simchas. 

I much prefer them to no Jewish wed
ding at all. 

ANNOUNCING 
a New Series of Two 

60 min. Cassette Tapes 

How to Avoid 
Being a 'Mazik' 

(one who causes damage) 

Based on the 
4 major damagers 

of Bava Kama 

2 Tapes-$8.00 
Write: 

Yeshiva Fund, Box 82 
Staten Island, NY 10309 

47 



11 TH ANNUAL DINNER 
---------------AMERICAN FRIENDSOF------------

KI RYAT SANZ LANIADO HOSPITAL 
SUNDAY E.VENING, 23 SHEVAT/FEBRUARY 22. 1987 

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Weiss 
GUl'STS OF HONOR 

Mr. & Mrs. Siggi Shlusselben:' 
CARDIOLOGY FOUNDERS 

Leibel Lederman 
TlEDAKA U'MARPE AWARD 

Rabbi Dr. Moshe D. Tendb 
RABBINIC LEADERSHIP AWARD. 

Dr. Yashar Hirshaut 
R:\PIHEL :\W:\RD FOR MEDICl~E 

Kiryat Sanz Laniado Hospital 
marked its first decade as Netanya 'sonly hospital by providing emergency care 

to over 45,000 patients and a bright new start to scores of pre-mature infants who would 
have had nr •iJance of surviVal a short few years ago. 

The Hospital is well kr,·uwn not only for its state-of-the-art sophistication, 
but also for its outstanding doctors and nurses, who refused to join in a nationwide strike 
and instead stayed on to work extra shifts beside their patients. For the duration of the 

crisis. Laniado was the only hospital 
in the entire country which was able to function normally. 

Henry A. Roth 
DINNER CHAIRMAN 

Simcha Freundlich· Sidney r; , .'·rwald • Leibish Morgenstern ·Lawrence Re711k ·Isaac Wolf 
HONORARY CHAIRMEN 

KIRYAT SANZ LANIADO HOSPITAL 
MEITING THE MEDICAL CHALLENGES OF TOMORROW 

18 WEST 45TH STREET, NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10036/ (212) 944-2690 
• 


