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We apologize for unavoidable factors that have delayed the appearance
of this issue. The next issue, Jan.-Feb. 1989, will be a 100-page Twentyfifth Anniversary edition, bringing you samples of the most striking,
thought-provoking, and inspiring art ides that have appeared in The Jewish
Observer over the past quarter of a century.
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Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch ? 11 ~l

On

the twenty-sixth day of
Teves it is a hundred years since the
passing of Rabbi Samson Raphael
Hirsch ;111 ~t. There were many in his
lifetime who viewed him with disdain, as the champion of outdated
ideas and a Jost cause. Others
admired him as the redeemer and
savior of German Jewry. Still others
respected his gifted pen and brtlliant
thought. But surely vety few anticipated that, while much more
famous contemporaries of his have
been almost totally forgotten, Rabbi
S. R Hirsch would be a toweling
presence on the Jewish scene a
hundred years later, his ideas the
subject of Intense analysis, his works
studied-in diverse languages-all
over the world. And this despite the
historic upheavals that marked
these hundred years, the destruction
of the European Jewry that he knew,
and the rtse of new centers of Jewish
life and Torah study under totally
new conditions.
Yet. while his name is a household
word in the Jewish world, this does
not mean that there is an understanding of what he stood for. Some
see him as the champion of Orthodox
acculturation to the modem world
and interpret "Torah Im Derech
Eretz" as mandating a college degree
for every Jew: they view him as a
founding father of what is (or used
to be) called Modem Orthodoxy.
Others consider him the drtving
force behind Orthodox separation,
and believe that he was only concerned thatfrumJews should be able
to "make Shabbos for themselves,"
totally disinterested in the rest of the
Jewish people. But even when we
disregard these distortions-and the
resulting violent positive and negaRabbi Elias ts a member of the editorial board

of The Jewish Obseroer and menahel of the
Yeshiva Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch High
School for girls and the Rika Breuer's Teachers

Seminary. He ls author of a soon-to-be published new translation and commentruyon The
Nineteen Letters-

tive reactions to the mention of his
name-there is little real understanding of his teachings. Yes, he did
stress that the Torah Jew should not
retreat from the world around him,
but tty to mold it in accordance with
the compromising demands of
Torah. And yes, he argued that the
Jewish community can only find
unity on the basis of Torah. But one
of his descendants, in a recent
article, stressed that these were only
aspects of his teachings but not the
core.

What. then, was the core? It must
be understood, in the first place, that
Rabbi S.R. Hirsch was an extraordinary Gadol BaTorah (no Jess a
personality than the Ksav Sofer
expressed admiration for his Gadlus
in Torah). From the wellsprtngs of
Torah he drew the vision of a world
ruled by G-d's will as expressed in
the Torah. This was the basic idea.

Applied to the Jew's relationship to
society at large, it took the form of
Torah Im Derech Eretz (the use of
general culture in the service of
Torah), to be realized in our educational institutions. Applied to our
communal and organizational concerns, it meant that the Jewish
people's
cohesion-nationally,
regionally, locally-could only be
built on a common loyalty to Torah.
Applied to the exploration of the
treasures of our sacred herttage, it
required that we should seek in it
the answers to the problems and
issues of our time. The details of how
his grand design was to be realized,
obviously depended ingreat measure
on the changing conditions and
needs of different times and places.
Not so the basic idea itself-he did
not see himself as its ortginator, but
merely as chosen to impress it upon
his age. The Nineteen Letters (published in 1836) was the first work
specifically written to meet the
challenges posed by the modern,
secular world to traditional Judaism.
But the ideas which it presented so
brllliantly were drawn from the
wealth of the Torah's teachlngsand that is, of course, why they still
have such a dynamic impact. Naturally, not only the structure of his
wrtttngs but many of the Insights
that we find in them were ortglnal:
but they had their roots in the
fullness of Torah. However, the
manner in which he presented his
great vision and how he applied It
in practice-that was where the
creativity, wisdom.and total commitment of his personality found their
fullest expression.
We are pleased to present the
following article by Professor Yehuda
Levi on "Torah Im Derech Eretz"
which both illuminates the roots of
Rabbi S.R Hirsch's ideas in classic
Torah teachings, and defines his
particular contribution to their
practical implementation. •
Rabbi Joseph Elias

TO

IM
DERECH ERETZ:
Torah Proper
or Horas Sha'ah?
ny discussion of "Torah Im
Derech Eretz" must begin
with a definition of this
phrase since it has been Interpreted
In different ways. In the first place
it has been used to describe the fact
that the Torah views the world as
essential raw material to be used in
service of G-d, and thus there is a
necessruy link between Torah and
worldly concerns. This maybe called
the TORAH IM DERECH ERETZ principle.1 In addition. there is an educational system which, too, is called
TORAH IM DERECH ERETZ because it
stresses that Torah education
should also include attention to
knowledge of the world. Whereas
this educational system is subject
to differences of opinion among
Torah authorities, the above Torah
principle is, I believe, accepted

A

Dr. Levi, who immigrated to Israel from America
nineteen years ago, heads the Dept. of Physics

and Electro-Optics at Jerusalem College of
Technology. His published works include Jewish
Chronomy: a carefully edited version of Talmud
Yerushalmi's Shvi'is, with a new commentary
(Kau Venaki) prepared with Rabbi Aryeh Carmell;

and articles in journals of Jewish thought,
including The Jewish Observer.
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almost unanimously throughout
the Torah world. 1a Unfortunately,
the all-too-common failure to distinguish between the Torah principle
and the educational system leads to
serious misconceptions and
confusion.
Here I would like to elucidate the
(generally accepted) Torah principle
as distinct from the (disputed)
educational system.
DEFJNITION OF THE TORAH IM
DERECH ERETZ PRINCIPLE

he meaning of the principle
of TORAH IM DERECH ERETZ I
learned from my revered
teacher, HoRav Yosef Breuer of
blessed memory. He defined it as our
obligation to imprint upon this
world the ideas of the Torah. By
conducting our worldly life in accordance with the teachings of the
Torah, we mold the world according
to G-d's will. According to Rabbi Y.Y.
Weinberg 0"1, the TORAH IM DERECH
principle sees the world as the
matter, which is to receive its form
as described in the Torah. 2 In brief,

'I

the TORAH IM DERECH ERETZ principle highlights the crucial role of the
world in Torah life.
Let us now investigate the validity
of this principle.
THE TORAH AND TIDS WORLD

ccording to our sages, the
first verse of the Torah, statng that the world was
created "in the beginning," implies
that the world was created for the
sake of the Torah, which is called
"beginning." 3 This immediately
raises a question. Since the Torah
is so beautiful, so perfect, why does
it need this world, which after all,
is often far from beautiful and
perfect? Our sages gave us the
answer to this question in a fascinating Aggadah. 4
When Moshe went on high to
receive the Torah, the angels protested: "This concealed treasure,
which You kept hidden 974 generations before the creation of the
world, You wish to give to man?"
G-d then asked Moshe to answer
them, and he did, as follows:

A
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Dr. Leo Levi
What is written in the Torah? "I
am G-d, your G-d, Who brought you
outofEgypt"Haveyouangelsgone
down to Egypt? Were you enslaved
by Pharaoh? What is the Torah to
you?
What else is written there? 'You
shall have no other gods before
Me." Do you live among the gentiles
who serve idols?
What else is written there? "Do
not swearfalsely in My Name. "Do
you conduct business I that you
need to take oaths]?
What else? "RemembertheShabbath to keep it holy." Do you work.
that you need to rest?
What else? "Honor your father
and your mother." Do you. then,
have parents? . ..
We may paraphrase Moshe's argument as follows: "The Torah can only
be lived, and its mitzvos observed
by people who are exposed to the
vicissitudes of history and the
culture of nations, who engage in
business and work. who many and
have chtldren. To the extent to
which anyone flees the demands of
this world and isolates himself from
it, to that same extent the Torah
loses its full applicability for him."
The Torah existed already before the
world-but it lacked its full significance until the world was created
for its sake.
A similar idea is expressed by the
Torah when it states that man was
"put into the Garden of Eden to
work it and guard it," 5 which the
Sages interpret: "!Adam, before the
sin,] was made a serf, who, if he does
not work. will not eat."6 Even more
explicit are the words of the NetziV
(Rabbi Naftali TzVi Yehudah Berlin):
"!Adami came to be a worker of the
land and thereby the purpose of
creation was completed.''' That the
shaping of the world is the goal of
the Torah is expressed also in such
Talmudic statements as: "The greatness of (Torah! study is in that it
leads to action"8 -"Not study, but
actions are primary."9
All this points clearly to the
interaction of man with his enVironment as central to the purpose of
creation and to Torah ideology.
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ism from other systems of religion
or morality.

which is to guide us in our relationship to the world. Torah and world
together make up G-d's creation,
and any effort to separate them in
effect subverts the purpose of
creation.
That is the principle of TORAH IM
DERECH ERETZ, and in that respect
the Torah differs radically from both
Greek philosophic and Christian
religious ideology. Greek philosophy
places abstract human reason at the
center of things; not action, only
contemplation is praiseworthy. On
the other hand, Christianity idolizes
WITT

W

The following describes Torah
principles in the abstract according to their strict meaning. For practical purposes, on the other hand,
the Torah invests the spiritual
leadership of the Jewish people
with the authority within well-defined limits, to promulgate modifying directives as emergency regulations when special circumstances warrant it Toward the end
qf thts article we will discuss this
pointfurther.
Ll
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Since the Torah is so beautiful, so perfect. why
does it need this world, which, is often far from
beautiful and perfect?
Mi

i
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feeling and faith. In fact, neither of
them really needs this world in any
positive sense.
And so it is with anyone who
wishes to elevate himself by cultivating his own spirituality without
expressing it in action, as ordained
by the Torah; he is likely to fall into
either the trap of emotionality, as
the religions do, or into the rationality trap. as the Greek philosophers
did. Both fail to appreciate the
importance of action and thisworldly involvement. Only Torah
with its TORAH IM DERECH ERETZ
principle can guide man to a proper
synthesis of spirit and the material
world; and only the Jewish people,
who received the Torah, can appreciate the fundamental importance
of this world, so that they need not
escape it, to avoid its challenges; in
facing these challenges they are
doing G-d's will. They trust that the
same Torah that asks them to
confront the world will guide them
well along its paths.
IMPLICATIONS OF THE TORAH
IM DERECH ERETZ PRINCIPLE

W

e will now elaborate on
some implications of the
TORAH IM DERECH ERETZ
principle which distinguish Juda-

I H
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1. The Torah as Guide to the
Utilization of the World

According to the TORAH IM DERECH
ERETZ principle, we may View the
Torah as a guide to the proper way
of managing the world. Without it.
any use we make of the world may
be harmful; with it. every aspect of
the world is significant and beneficent. This explains a number of
halachos that appear puzzling.
• Tannaim of the Mishna disagree concerning the obligation to
be joyful on the festivals of the
Torah. In one place, the Torah
implies that these should be dedicated to G-d, and in another verse
that they should be used for qurselves. Rabbi Eliezer deduces that
these festivals should, if possible, be
devoted to Torah study exclusively 10
or else entirely to our own gratification, whereas Rabbi Yehoshua
holds that they should be diVided
between both endeavors. Concerning this dispute. the Amara Rabbi
Elazar states that regarding Shavu'os even Rabbi Ellezer agrees with
Rabbi Yehoshua that we should
devote the festival to ourselves in
part. Why? "It is the day on which
the Torah was given." 11 A rather
amazing argument. We might have
expected this to be a reason for
Rabbi Yehoshua to agree that this
7

day be devoted to Torah study exclusively. and not the reverse! But
if we grasp that it is the Torah which
gives meaning to this world and
makes it accessible to us, the argument becomes eminently understandable.
• Another regulation unique to
Shavu'os relates to the question of
chametz and matzah which, in
Torah thought, symbolize materialism and spirituality, respectively.
Chametz is appropriate to the
"private table" in our home, all year,
and matzah to the "divine table" the altar in the Temple. (The menachos flour-offerings, all year. must

sacrifices are of two types. olah and
shelamim The olah is given over
completely to G-d; it is burned on
the altar. The shelamim, in con·
trast. are mostly eaten by the offerer
and his guests. this eating being a
consummation of the offering. Shelamim are, as a rule, brought only
by private individuals. Most public
sacrifices, and all voluntary public
sacrifices, are of the olah typetotally spiritual in nature. There is
just one exception, only one shela·
mim sacrifice that is brought by the
public, and that is on Shavu'os 13it is "on the day on which the Torah
was given" that the nation, as such,

Laws of nature do not possess an existence of
their own; they are simply an expression of the
consistency with which G-d runs the world.
be matzah.) Only on Pesach, the
"festival of matzos," even our private
table must be free of chametz; and,
vice versa. on Shavu'os chametz is
offered in the Sanctuary, in the form
of "the two loaves." 1 2 Only the this·
worldliness of the Torah can explain
why just the "time of the giving of
the Torah" is the occasion when
chametz, worldly materialism, can
be offered to G-d.
• Turning to animal sacrifices,
we discover another anomaly uni·
que to Shavu'os. The voluntary

""~T l'Uci
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demonstrates through the Shelamim that its service to G-d is based
on the use and enjoyment of the
material world. 14
It is only the Torah which makes
possible this use of the world. That
accounts for the fact that a non.Jew
can only bring an olah, and shelamim are not accepted from him. 15
Through the acceptance of the
Torah, the Jew can sanctify himself
even when he performs mundane
activities such as eating. He who did
not accept it. can only strive for
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sanctity by separation from and
rejection of the this-world!)', symbol·
ized by the o!ah. 1•
2. Laws of Nature

The Torah calls upon us to use
the world in the service ofG-d-such
usage presupposes stable laws
governing the operation of the
world. Such laws are tools. necessary
for the implementation of the Torah
program. Were the world to behave
haphazardly, we could not foresee
the results of our actions, nor plan
any accomplishments. The giving of
the Torah with its commandments
implies the imposition of strict laws
upon the world, and they are, indeed.
among the wonders of creation. The
Prophet Yirmiyahu's statement.
'Were it not for My covenant, day
and night. I would not have established the laws of heaven and
earth," 17 can be understood to tell
us that the laws of nature were
established only to enable us to live
Torah. If moon and sun did not obey
strict laws, how could we fulfill the
first mitzva given to the Jewish
people, commanding them to estab·
lish a unique lunar-solar calendar 18 ,
requiring the calculation of the
passages of moon and sun? How
could we fulfill the last command·
mentofthe Torah and write a Torah
scroll 19 , if a given ink would one day
adhere to the parchment and on
another day roll off it?
The Torah's positive view of the
laws of nature is well expressed by
the great medieval scholar Rabbeinu Nissim (popularly known as
Ran): "It is G-d's wish and desire
to maintain the 'custom' of the
world as much as possible and
nature is dear to Him. so that He
will deviate from it only when
necessary ... Events do not occur
according to individual causes. but
according to general causes,
because G-d does not wish nature
to be changed according to [the
needs oil each indivldual."20 We find
the same idea expressed in the
Chovos HaLevavos: "Let him work
with [natural! causes, thereby to
fulfill the mitzva of the Creator Who
commanded man to work with the
[laws of natureJ." 21 Even Ramban
The Jewish Observer, December 1988

who stresses that the righteous
must believe that G-d directs nature
to meet his needs, 22 states that
generallyG-d's help is given through
the normal operation of nature.
"The Torah commands us to conduct our lives according to {the
demands of] derech eretz and performs miracles in a hidden manner
only. He does not wish to change the
nature of the world, except when
there is no other way to salvation
or, occasionally, to make His Name
known to His adversaries, as He did
at the Splitting of the Sea ...""
These opinions were, of course,
not originated by the authorities we
cited. The Gemora already hints at
this principle when it says: "If
someone steals a measure of wheat
and sows it in the ground, by right
it should not grow. But the world
goes according to its ·custom' and
the destructive fools will eventually
have to render account."24
All this does not deny, in the least.
the complete power that G-d has
over the world; nor does it imply that
He refrains from leading it surely
through history, along the course
that He planned for it. He can do
so even while He lets the laws of
nature function fully. "When man
walks justly, that is in G-d's ways,
he can reap blessing also in a
natural way. That is how the Jewish
people were blessed: 'If you walk in
My ways,' then the laws of heaven
and earth, too, will function in the
right way. For the divine wisdom has
arranged the ways of nature in such
a manner that they run parallel and
are correlated to the ways of Torah
and mi tzva. "25
A5 to the frequent statements in
the later rabbinic writings that we
should not place too much trust in
the laws of nature, they appear to
me to be meant as a warning that
we should not ascribe to these laws
an independent existence-as if G-d
had instituted them and then withdrew from directing this world (G-d
forbid).
In the Torah view, laws of nature
do not possess an existence of their
own: they are simply an expression
of the consistency with which G-d
runs the world.
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3. Scientific Knowledge

For "laws" of nature to become
efficient tools in our hands, we must
know them. This explains the high
esteem the Sages had for science.
"Every one of the seven scientific
wisdom is praiseworthy and
esteemed in the eyes of the Sages
and they loved each of them. You will
not find in any Aggadah whatsoever-neither in the Babylonian
Talmud, nor in the Jerusalem Talmud, nor in any Midrash-that they
deprecated any wisdom.''2 6 The
Sages even declared scientific study
a mitzva: "From where do we know
that it is a mitzva upon a man to
make astronomical calculations
{beyond those needed for calendar
calculations]? For it is written: 'For
this is your wisdom and understanding in the eyes of the nations'
"27

Just one illustration of the
lengths to which our Sages went in
their efforts to acquire the scientific
knowledge required for mitzva
observance: The Gemara tells us

that Rav spent a full year and a half
with shepherds in order to learn the
pathology of mumim {physical
defects that make first-born male
cattle pennissible].28
4. The Importance of Work

The Torah values work greatly:
"He who enjoys the fruits of his
hands' labor is greater than one who
fears Heaven."29 Nor are we simply
to tolerate work; we are taught to
"love work." 30 The Sages elaborate
on this: "If he has no work to doif he has an uncultivated couri yard
or fallow field, let him busy himself
with it."31
Work is even in the category of
walking in G-d's ways. "You shall
walk after G-d' -is it then possible
for flesh and blood to walk after G-d?
... At the beginning of creation G-d
occupied Himself first of all with
planting Ithe Garden of Eden] ...
so you too, when you enter Eretz
Yisroel, occupy yourself first of all
with plantlng." 32 From this it is
evident that work is dear to G-d
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because He desires the development
of the world33 and not only as a
means for a livelihood.
5. Guarding Our Health

The Torah obligates us to guard
our health and even declares that
"endangering our physical wellbeing is worse than transgressing
a prohibition."34 Also, saving a life
overrides all Torah prohibitions
(except idolatry, immorality, and
murder).35 This rule applies to

selves to a few highlights.
Beautiful surroundings are recognized as conducive to intellectual
accomplishment38 with the importance of music In this respect even
based on Tanach: the Prophet
Elisha requested the services of a
musician to enable him to attain
prophetic inspiration. 39 No wonder
that the service in the Sanctuary
was accompanied by music;40 we are
asked to beautify the mitzvos, 41 and
anyone with special artistic talent
should devote it to the service of
G-d.42

We have to use the world for this service of G-d,
and everything that is used for it is naturally
ennobled. But anybody who argues that
"everything is holy" does not know the difference
between holy and profane.
saving the lives of others-all the
more so are we commanded to guard
our own, for "your life takes precedence over your neighbor's."ss
6. Beauty and Art

In contrast to the traditionally
ascetic moral schools, Judaism
values beauty and art, certainly not
as ends in themselves, 37 but as
precious tools. Here we limit our-

7. Yetzer Hora

The TORAH JM DERECH ERETZ principle can also help to explain the
Torah's surprising attitude toward
the yetzer hara, the "evtl inclination." The Sages explained: 'And G-d
saw all He had made and lo it was
very good'-very good, that is the
yetzer hora." 43 It is called "evil,"
because it is originally self-centered;
but, when educated according to the
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Torah's directives, it is, In essence,
very good, for it is one of the
strongest forces In society and Is of
primary Importance in Its
functioning.
This may be the point of another
Talmudic statement: "G-d says: I
have created the yetzer ho'ra and
the Torah as a spice for it''-not a
remedy or antidote, but a spice, a
spice that makes food fit for consumption! "That you may enjoy the
pleasures of this world and not fall
Into a transgression."44 Apparently
the yetzer ho'ra is a vital tool in
Torah life; the only trouble is that
it Is sharp and tough, and Is likely
to do more harm than good. Only
the Torah can make it flt for
consumption.
8. Solitude

In many philosophies and religions, solitude is the hallmark of
piety. But Judaism opposes excessive sol! tude. 'You shall Jove your
fellow as yourself-this ls a great
rule of the Torah."45 The nineteenth
century Torah giant, Rabbi Moshe
Schreiber ( Chasam Sofer) proclaimed: "It is not G-d's wish that
we be seclusive, that is that we go
to desolate places, deserts and
forests, to investigate and contemplate G-d's awesome works; He did
not create [the world] desolate; He
formed it to be settled. It is G-d's
wish that we love IHisl creatures ...
and even if that would mean that
we thereby limit our self-perfection,
nevertheless it is G-d's wish that we
love [His] creatures ... " for thereby
he brings them to Torah, by his
association with them. 4•
Here. in particular, we see how the
Torah guides us. On first sight,
common sense would endorse the
seclusive contemplation (omphaloskepsis) of Greek philosophy and
the hermitism of Christianity and
other systems; Involvement in
society would appear to be harmful
to the striving for self-perfection.
But the Torah, through its TORAH
IM DERECH ERETZ principle, teaches
otherwise: "It is not good for man
to be alone. "47
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TORAH IM DERECH ERETZ
AS TOTAL SANCTITY

t is characteristic of the TORAH
principle that
it does not negate completely any
aspect of our physical existence; this
is one of its outstanding features.
Consequently, it rejects extremism
and projects moderation. Since
moderation and compromise appear similar to each other. on first
sight, it is important to point out
that the TORAH IM DERECH ERETZ
principle, as elaborated here, is very
far from compromise. On the contrary, it demands from the Jew total
dedication-emotional, intellectual,
and physical: "Look upon yourself
and all that is yours as My properiy,
and devote yourself wholly to Me,
with every fraction of your property,
every moment of your time; with
mind, feeling, bodily strength and
means, with word and action. "4 8
Such total dedication-to account
for every moment of our lives, every
penny of our possession, every small
pleasure we derive from the world:
to devote ourselves completely to the
service of G-d-that is the peak of
sanctity, and that is what TORAH IM
DERECH ERETZ demands of us.
Such sanctity demands a proper
use of the means the world puts at
our disposal. It is therefore much
more difficult to attain than the
limited sanctity that consists of
merely refraining from improper
use of our means. The Mesi/as
Yeshorim sees in this the superiority of sanctity over purity. 4 9
I would like to comment in this
connection upon the idea, held in
certain circles, that we have to
"sanctify the material" -or, as it is
sometimes put, that "the whole
world is holy." This is a questionable
concept and it is not what I mean
with my remarks here. I only mean
to stress that we have to sanctify
ourselves, i.e., through full dedication to the service of G-d. As for the
world, we have to use it insofar as
it is needed for this service of G-d,
and everything that is used for it
is naturally ennobled. But anybody
who argues that "everything is holy"

I

IM DERECH ERETZ
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does not know the difference
between what is holy and what is
profane. Unlike the profane. that
which is holy must not be used for
derech eretz even if the intention
is for the sake of Heaven. On the
other hand, the profane, too. must
only he used in G-d's service.
mE SITUATION IN
THE TORAH WORLD TODAY

I

n the light of what has heen said,
the situation in the modern
Torah world raises some questions. The Torah world, today. is
concentrated primarily in the
higher yeshivos and kollelim, and

(bl There is also some reservation
concerning learning a vocation in
general, and especially an academic
profession. This seems to be far
more recent. (The Rashba did, for
a period of fifty years, ban the study
of Greek science by the young, but
explicitly excluded the study of
medicine from this ban.)50 In part,
this development may be due to the
greater difficulties and moral temptations that the modem world poses
to the Torah observer-particularly
in connection with academic studies there is the above-mentioned
secularism-and there is also the
impact of the information explosion.
(It was vastly easier in the time of
the Rambam to be a doctor as well

The Torah Im Derech Eretz principle always was
part of Torah proper; and perhaps even one of its
foundation stones.
these tend to limit and m1mm1ze
their involvement in worldly endeavors. How could it be that Torah
authorities would disapprove of a
basic Torah principle?
In reply we must tum to the
second interpretation of TORAH IM
DERECH ERETZ that was mentioned
at the outset of this article-TORAH
IM DERECH ERETZ as an educational
program. The comprehensive implementation of the TORAH IM DERECH
ERETZ principle in our present-day
society demands familiarization
with general science and cultureand this is a matter of controversy,
for it raises several questions:
(a) For many generations (at least
since the days of the Rashba, i.e.,
the thirteenth century) the study of
philosophy and science had harmed
many of those who devoted themselves to it Since then there have
been disputes concerning the extent
that protective fences must be
erected around their study. The
danger still exists today, and has,
indeed, been aggravated by the
secular rationalism and the adoption of science as a surrogate "religion," which have marked the modern era.
12

asa Torah authority than it is today
to combine Torah eminence and
success in professional study.)
But this is not the whole explanation for the reservations that
exist today concerning earning a
livelihood. I asked a number of
Torah authorities about it. They
explained it as an emergency measure: in emergency situations, the
Torah leadership is permitted to
deviate temporarily from Torah
principles in order to save the whole
Torah.5 1 As a result of the Enlightenment, and especially after the
horrible European holocaust extinguished the major Torah centers of
the world, Torah knowledge became
weakened to such an extent that it
hecame necessary to deviate somewhat from Torah principles lest
Torah become forgotten from Israel,
and to restore the proper balance
between Torah scholars and the
general public. But all these Torah
authorities agreed that according
to Torah proper, it would be preferable that everyone be selfsupporting as long as this does not
prevent him from being learned in
Torah and steeped in Yiras Shomayim and Avodas Hashem

RABBI S.R. HIRSCH'S
CONTRIBUTION TO
TORAH IM DERECH ERETZ

have concluded here that
he TORAH IM DERECH
RETZ principle always was
part of Torah proper; and perha;>s
even one of its foundation stones.
If that is so, what was the contribution of Rabbi S.R Hirsch '"'"
whose name is usually associated
with this principle?
It appears that his contribution
to It was a dual one:
(a) The unnaturally restrictive
circumstances that had prevailed
for centuries in the Jewish ghettos
greatly limited derech eretz, worldly
activities, and caused the awareness
of their significance to atrophy
somewhat. When the Emancipation
opened the gates of general society
and culture to the Jewish population, Rabbi Hirsch realized the
danger inherent in the existing
separation of Torah and derech
eretz. There was a great temptation
for the Jew to enter the contemporary world, leaving the Torah
behind-while the reaction of the
pious, the rejection of all current
derech eretz, threatened to leave
Judaism as form without substance, soul without body. He saw
in this situation a great and urgent
challenge to restore derech eretz to
its proper role, and bring about an
awareness of its significance.
(b) He developed the educational
system designed to achieve this goal
in the fullest sense-a system that
would include science study with
Torah education in the school
program. This may have been a
hora'as sha'ah, a temporary measure-though, even so, it may be
argued that the need for it has not
yet passed.
While his contribution to TORAH
IM DERECH ERETZ may have been
limited to these two points, his
accomplishments in these areas
were truly gigantic. Perhaps the
ideas that he advanced are capable,
even today. of helping to heal the
spiritual crisis of our sorely troubled
nation. But anyone who thinks that
Rabbi Hirsch originated the TORAH
The Jewish Observer, December 1988

IM DERECH ERE1Z principle is surely
mistaken. As we have tried to show,
the TORAH IM DERECH ERE1Z principle is fundamental to Torah ideology
and is not an innovation, and
certainly not an emergency measure. On the contrary, it may be
argued that the deviation from it,
which is widespread today, and was
apparently necessaiy to save the
Jewish people spiritually, represents a response to an emergency. •

ly regarded authority: the XV century author
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approval (haskama) for this authorttative
work.
27. Devarim 4, 6; Shabbos75a; the parenthetical
remark is based on Rash! and Maharsha ad
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THE CROOKED MIRROR III

The Medias
Anti-Orthodox
Campaign
THE DIATRIBE

he November 1 national elections in Israel, followed by
seven weeks of negotiating
with the religious parties, resulted
in an unexpected Likud-Labor unity
government, led by Yitzchak
Shamir. But the mere suggestion of
a government dependent on the
participation of the religious parties-whose chareidi components
won unprecedented gains (13 seats,
as compared to 6 in the past)-had
unleashed a venomous outpouring
of vitriol and hatred from the media,
far surpassing the anti-religious
mutterings that were always a
feature of the Israeli political scene.
Moreover, the smear campaign even
took on an international scope.
Political cartoonists In the dally
press the world over had a heyday

T:

The Crooked Mirror. by Menachem Lubinsky {JO,
Feb. '80), dealt with the distorted reportage in
the Israeli press on Agudath Israel during the
Knessta Gedolah in 1980. The Crooked Mirror
II (Nov. '81) analyzed a N.Y. Times story on
Orthodoxy in IsraeL

14

with caricatures of long-caftaned
Jews, ridiculing their demands and
the pseudo-Jewish accents of their
statements. Judging by the hysterical pitch of the rhetoric, one would
have thought that a band of Ayatollahs had just taken over the White
House and was about to transform
the United States into an Islamic
republic:

"It is painful to see the psychological realities of the Jewish People
determined by primitive and fanatical men."-Martin Peretz, editor-inchief of The New Republic (quoted
Nov. 3,'88).
"A Jewish Iran may be price of
Israeli elections."-LA Herald Examiner, Nov. 9, '88.
Here it was, exactly fifty years
since Kristallnacht. The media had
just commemorated how the feverpitch that Hitler's anti-Semitism
had taken In 1938 had been greeted
with deafening silence by the rest
of the world. And then-not missing
a beat-the same media immediately took Der Sturmer-type liberties of its own with contemporary
Jewish dignity.

DELWERATE
SELF-DEFAMATION

Pancho/Le Monde/Paris

"Israel Is not immune to the wave
of fundamentalism that has swept
disaffected people all over the Middle
East."-Newsweek, Nov. 14,'88.

et, the media's abuse of the
religious Jewish community
was not self-generated. It was
feuled by the shrill name-calling by
secular-Jewish spokesmen against

Y:
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IT IS WRONG

REPORTAGE IN THE NEW YORK TIMES
uring the weeks following the Israeli election 1 The New York Times, paragon
of fair and comprehensive journalism 1 scarcely let a day pass without some
anti-religious reportage. On December 2, one day after The Times officially rejected

D

without explanation a sober, objective essay on the Orthodox point-of-view by
an award-winning journalist, the paper outdid itself, running a pathologically hateful
Op-Ed essay called 11 'Who is a Jew 1 Hits Home," which described an avowed agnostic
feminist's encounter with the implications of mamzeirus. And then, page 10 of
the same issue carried an arresting photogr.aph of Bella Abzug and other concerned
Jewish women carrying a sefer Torah in a demonstration against amending the
Law of Return; the caption quoted Rabbi Meir Yehuda Getz, "Rav of the Kassel,''
as saying/' A woman carrying a Torah is like a pig at the Wailing Wall." Only after
ten days of stormy reaction around the world (including a full-page symposium
in the Boston Advocate), did The Times take note in its usual one-one-a-half inch
correction box that the insulting remark was attributed to Rabbi Getz in error.
He never said it. But the correction was not picked up across the country, and
the damage was done.

Jewish Feminists Prompt Protests at Wailing Wall
Some of more than SO Jewish feminists who prayed yesterday at the Wailing Wall in Jerusalem,
clad in prayer shawls and yarmulkas and carrying a Torah. They drew furious protests from
rigorously Orthodox rabbis, including Rabbi Meyer Yehuda Getz, who is in charge of the site.
"A woman carrying a Torah is like a pig at the Wailing Wall," he said. In Orthodox Judaism,
the only form officially recognized in Israel, women may not become rabbis or lead prayers.

THE "ULTRA ORTHODOX"-A London view

L

ondon's Sunday Telegraph (Nov. 27, '88) offered the following:
"The majority of Judaism's ultra-Orthodox sects ... are drawn to the very
extremes of religious dogma .... According to the Torah the length of a man's
beard indicates the strength of his faith. living on grants donated by other, less
Orthodox Jews, most of the Haredim never work but spend their lives in synagogues
or yeshivos studying the writings of the ancients ....
"For the average Israeli, however, the activities of the ultra-orthodox zealot are
nothing less than contemptible. . . . They live in overcrowded, dilapidated
neighborhoods similar to the medieval rabbit-warrens of central Europe, and they
persist in wearing the dress of the 18th century mid-European peasant, even though
it is entirely inappropriate for the blazing heat of a Jerusalem summer.... The
Israeli police took great delight in firing water-cannons at them (during a
demonstration)-a long-awaited opportunity to give them a bath, some said ...."

ORTHODOX-BASHiNG
BY FELLOW JEWS
ew York City's Newsday (Nov. 11,
'88) reports: "Secular Israelis resent
(the Orthodox) attitude. They're parasitic/' Nikki Moss, a 26 year old immigrant from South Africa, said of the ultraOrthodox. "To them, Judaism is living
with that little book (the Torah), and
that's what it is to be a Jew." She ...
said she is fearful she might lose her job
as a special education teacher in a
government school if religious parties
take over the education ministry.
William Safire, Op-Ed columnist in The
New York Times (Nov. 17, '88), predicts
that a government run by "politico ..
rabbis would sacrifice Israel's national
security on the altar of religious rigidity."
The Los Angeles Times (Nov. 3, '88)
quotes Ari Rath, editor of the Jerusalem
Post, as describing the election as a shift
"a bit to the Dark Ages."
Dan Williams of The Los Angeles Times
writes: "Black-robed fundamentalists
are pushing for the application of
religious law in Israel. Such law covers
everything from dietary practices to
dress codes to the control of medical
procedures such as organ transplants.;.
He is substantiated by a choice quote
from a Jew: "The fundamentalists are out
to show that religion and modernity are
incompatible," said philosopher David
Hartman, head of the Shalom Hartman
Institute here and a persistent critic of
the ultra-Orthodox as anti-democratic.
Haim Gordon (Professor of Education
at Ben-Gurion University), writes in the
Chicago Tribune (Nov. 16, '88):
"They will demand much greater
government support for yeshivos and for
Orthodox education, and will request
funds for many religious needs. Since
Israel's funds are limited, these demands
probably will come from the already
embattled health system-Israeli doctors
have been on a slowdown strike for
months because of conditions in hospi ..
tals-and the crippled educational
system. In the last six years, government
support for yeshivos has grown by 55
percent while support for universities
has been cut 33 percent." (A university
student's stipend is still more than fivefold the amount of the scholarship a
yeshiva receives per student. And criteria
for accreditation as a -basis for funding
is much more demanding for ChinuchAtzmai Torah Schools than for govern~
ment public schools, All proposed
changes are in the direction of equity,
not favoritism-N.W.)

N

cess, permitting a non-Jew converted by a non-Orthodox rabbi to
be accepted as a full-fledged Jew
under the Law of Return. And it is
virtually impossible for a person
undergoing such a conversion to
becomeJeWish, for the sine qua non
of geirus is a commitment to accept
the entirety of the JeWish heritagean acceptance that cannot conceivably be overseen by a rabbi who does
not subscribe personally to this
commitment. This has always been
the unequivocal view of leading
halachic authorities.
Periodic attempts at amending
the law to specify giyur kehalacha
has always been met with resistance
from the non-Orthodox, but nothing
approached the furious fire-storm
that broke out when passage began
to seem a possibility in the postelection negotiations. While not all
of the religious parties had agreed
to the advisability of insisting on a
guarantee of passage of this amendment as a pre-condition to joining
a coalition government, they all
certainly concurred that, In principle, a mechanism should be established to prevent the granting of
automatic recognition as Jews to
non-Jews who were improperly
converted.
A Reform-Conservative-secular
axis emerged, reacting to the popular misrepresentation of the 'Who
is a Convert?" issue as a question
of'Who Is aJew?"-arguing that the
Knesset had no right to delegitimize
them just because they are not
"ultra-Orthodox." The press, of
course, helped reinforce this misconception. For instance, Ha'aretz,
an independent Israeli dally, editorialized (Nov.24, '88 ): "The Orthodox
and charedi insistence on placing
outside the law Jews whom they
consider halachically impure is
threatening the unity of the Jewish
people." Or the nationally syndicated Jewish Telegraphic Agency
press bulletin (Dec. 9, '88) reported
that the Law would "deny Israeli
citizenship to non-Orthodox converts," when in fact they would be
eligible for conventional citizenship
and would only be denied immediate, automatic citizenship.
The Jewish Observer, December 1988

Unity is best achieved by
finding a common
denominator upon which
all can agree, not by
insisting upon
controversial standards
acceptable only to some.

definition of a Jew . . . "to cease
providing funds to organizations
anywhere in the world which support the proposed change in the Law
of Return." The motions were all
defeated, but according to the published reports, "punishment" was
the thrust of the delegates' private
conversations. Indeed, Cardin
reported that the CJF board asked
all donors to look closely at the
purpose of the Jewish organizations
to which they contribute funds.

THE CJF ERUPTION

CARRYING THE MESSAGE

T

he controversy also dominated the recent General
Assembly (GA) of the Council
of Jewish Federations, convened in
New Orleans during the week of
November 14-20. The 3,000 delegates came from all over the USA,
and, according to a report in the
Baltimore Jewish Times (Nov.
25,'88),
"Who is A Jew" even overshadowed
such other topics as the new Palestinian
"state" and the recent U.S. elections.
"What we're dealing with here," said
Shoshana Cardin of Baltimore, "Is
perceived disfranchisement of millions
of Jews. And in this case, perception
is reality."
Cardin is a former president of the
Council of Jewish Federations (CJF)
and chalrmanoftheCJF Committee on
Religious Pluralism. She repeatedly
used the words "anguish" and "pain" to
describe American Jews' reaction to
the proposed change.

Ernst Michel, executive vicepresident of New York City's United
Jewish Appeal/Federation, recalled
the world's silence in the aftermath
of Kristallnacht. ''This time," he
said, "we dare not be silent, as
before!"-implicitly comparing
proponents of amending the Law of
Return with perpetrators ofKristallnacht. Michel's speech was greeted
with much applause.
A number of punitive resolutions were proposed-to curtail
future donations if Israel's definition of "Jew" is changed ... to bar
from the North American Jewish
community any member of the
Knesset who votes to change t_he

e GA did not stop with pronouncements. Before the conlave was over. Cardin and
seven other JeWish leaders were
already in flight to Israel to meet
With Shamir, Peres and other political and religious leaders. (The
invitation was solicited and secured
in four frantic hours of Fax-ing
between New Orleans and Jerusalem on Friday.)
This was but the first of some
thirty delegations to make similar
flights, including spokesmen for the
American Jewish Committee,
Hadassah, B'nai B'rith and numerous Federations. When the Cardin
group concluded their negotiations,
they reported on their valiant battle
to preserve pluralism in Israel via
satellite to Federations across the
American continent. This was followed by mailings and full-page ads
in major and minor newspapersto the tune of hundreds of thousands of dollars-spreading distortion, disinformation, and hatred.
Local Federation offices took on the
appearances of war control centers
and walls once covered with heartrending murals of Federation dollars at work in nurseries, in seniorcitizens' activities, and in hospitals
were instead plastered with huge
poster-size replicas of the full-page
ads calling for support in the fight
for "Jewish unity." These ads were
funded by private donations specifically marked for this, but the time
and effort expended represented an
unconscionable expenditure of
charity-solicited resources for narrow denominational interests.

T:

17

To top off this flurry of activity,
a delegation of three New Jersey
congressman flew to Israel in late
November, and expressed their
Jewish constituents' alleged concern that Israel not legislate them
out of the fold by amending the Law
of Return, for if the Knesset does
pass the amendment, the flow of
American aid to Israel might just
waver. (Did they check it out with
voters in Elizabeth, Lakewood, Deal,
Teaneck, Union City, Edison, Morristown, Passaic ... ?)
There is a deep-grained abhorrence against Jews enlisting nonJewish government bodies to do
battle for them against other Jews.
It's called mesira, and it can be a
capital offense. Of course, the congressmen said that American support of Israel is unconditional. Yet,
their warnings dominated the news.
One wonders: did the establishment leaders that agitated for this
congressional pressure consider
that there is an implicit message in
their lobbying-that it is perfectly
permissible to review Israel's conduct, and when it does not conform
to one's standards of "good behavior," the state just may not deserve
unlimited aid? .... Should that really
be the case? (See box.)
How ironic that the religious Jews
that tough it out in life-threatening
situations, and continue to live in

BAR/BAT MITZVAll
CLASSES AT YOUR
COHVEHIEtlCE

Israel through all sorts of difficulties-on both material and spiritual
plains-are labeled anti-Zionist:
while those who enjoy the relative
security and splendor of life in the
gilded Gola can attach strings to
their support of the beleaguered
state-and are heralded as "Zionist
leaders and spokesmen"!
THE REFORM ASSAULT

nning an intensive camaign of its own, the Reform
nion of American Hebrew
Congregations addressed a series of
full-page ads to Israel's political
leaders, demanding that they leave
the Law unamended. To be sure,
Conservative conversions would
also be excluded by an amended Law
of Return for not conforming with
halacha, but it was the Reform that

Comments From Mark Talisman, CJF Representative in the District of Columbia:
What is upsetting however, is that you use such harsh rhetoric, some of which
1 heard when I entered this room. Our best friends in Washington, on the Hill,
do not understand how it is that Jews fight among themselves so bitterly when
they, non~Jews 1 have been supporting us With three billion dollars worth of aid
for the government of Israel. They _are themselves getting involved in the internal
affairs of the state of Israel, and they do not understand how Jews who profess
to be good Jews, on the fortieth anniversary of that state, seem to be turning
their backs on it. A number of members of the House and Senate have returned
from Israel and unloaded on me in the last week and a half. One Senator asked
me why a lot of the people he met 1 not members of Likud, feel that the American
Jews have deserted them in their time of need.
Well, I do not have an answer for that, do you? It's a very personal thing when
people in Israel feel that their American brothers and sisters are fair weather friends.
Those were the words quoted to me continuously by members House and Senate
who are not Jewish. They feel they must be doing something wrong, because Jewish
American leaders they respect, now say things like, "I'm not going to give any
money to my local federation campaign"; "l'm going to punish them"; "I'm going
to show them who's who and what's what. 11
And these non-Jewish guys do not quite understand that language. I have to
tell you, neither do l.
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launched the major campaign, and
the comments• that follow are
addressed primarily to its ads. Most,
however, apply to both groups. as
well as to much of the secularinspired slander.
One particularly offensive ad,
which appeared in a Sunday edition
of The New York Times, claimed
that "the Law of Return or kindred
legislation would attempt to read tbreequarters of the Jewish people out of the
Jewish fold."

This accusation perpetuates the
outrageous libel that Orthodox Jews
regard non-Orthodox as non.Jews,
a malicious falsehood that has
probably done more to rupture
Jewish unity and generate mass
hysteria than any of the other
unfortunate developments of recent
weeks. Of course, a Jew Is a Jewalways-no matter what his religious affiliation. One can only
wonder: Why does UAHC say otherwise when it knows it is not true?
The Reform ad included a plea:
"Do not surrender to those extremists
In Israel who demand political concessions but who will not let their sons and
daughters serve in the nation's defense
forces."

This "draft-dodgers" accusation
is another of the all-too-popular
anti-Orthodox canards that is
simply untrue. The fact Is that most
Orthodox Jewish men do serve In
the Israeli defense forces. Many
serve full-time immediately upon
becoming age eligible. Many are In
hesderyeshivos. Even most of those
who obtain service deferrals to study
for several years in full-time yeshivos (not unlike the deferrals divinity
'"Much of this section Is excerpted from a letter
written by an Agudath Israel of America staff
member to a leader of the Refonn movement.

The Jewish Observer, December 1988

students received when there was
a military draft in the United States)
eventually do serve. In fact, several
thousand obviously chareidi Zahal
veterans-a number of them wear·
Ing military decorations on their
Chassidic garb-as well as widows
and orphans of chareidi war dead,
demonstrated in front of the Prime
Minister's residence, protesting
against the propagation of this
defamation. A tragic footnote: One
of the most recent fatalities of
Intifada was a Kollel·fellow on
reserve guard duty.
The ad went on: "Do not permit a
political body-the Knesset, which
Includes Arab and Communist members-to decide the religious question
of who Is a Jew."

A noble sentiment with which
most Orthodox Jews would concur.
The problem, though, is that the
Knesset already has arrogated to
itself the authority to define JeWishness, and-With respect to JeWish
converts-has done so In a way that
Is not acceptable to Orthodox (or, for
that matter, Conservative) Jews. In
fact, the Arab and Communist
M.K's have been instrumental in
adopting and retaining this controversial definition of JeWish conversion: if not for their votes, the Law
of Return would have specified giyur
kehalacha years ago.
"The first piece ofleglslatlon enacted
after Isrsel's Declarstlon of Independence was the Law of Return, which said

that any Jew from anyplace could enter
and claim citizenship. Now, 40 years
later, there are attempts to :narrow the
definition of who is a Jew."

The implication is that from the
outset Reform conversion standards were accepted for purposes of
the Law of Return; and that only
now are the Orthodox seeking to
effect a change in the law. In fact.
before the 1970 definitional section
was added to the law, Interior
Ministry regulations insisted upon
giyur kehalacha. Most Orthodox
parties opposed the 1970 amend·
ment precisely because it aban·
doned this standard. The issue has
been With us for years.
"The more ultra-Orthodox are saying
that men and women converted by
Reform and Conservative rabbis are not
converts.... "

The Jewish Observer, December 1988

In truth, all Orthodox say that,
not just the "ultras" (whatever that
connotes).
And, of course: "The Jewish people
Is one people, committed to lsrsel's
welfare and security. We plead with you
not to sacrifice that precious unity by
making a political deal for the sake of
gaining office."

While UAHC may In fact believe
that the campaign to block the
proposed amendment is truly an
expression of Jewish unity, an
Informed objective observer would
conclude otherWise. For the following reasons:
• Unity is best achieved by finding
a common denominator upon
which all can agree, not by insisting upon controversial standards
acceptable only to some. The kahalacha standard Is the only one that
is universally recognized. More
fundamentally, ifthere are divisions
among the Jewish people, those
divisions are the result of what
UAHC would refer to as the "refor·
mation" of Judaism-or, stated less
euphemistically, Reform's unilateral
changing of the rules in the middle
of the game ... accompanied by the
Conservatives' doing violence to

Torah Law and distorting the halachic process for the past eighty
years.
Until some 150 years ago, we were
indeed "one people." Everybody
agreed that classical halachic standards formed the sole basis for
determining JeWish Identity. Disunity-lack of "oneness"-began With
the advent of Reform Judrusm and
its abandonment of millennia'old
standards. This unilaterilism continues unabated even today, as
Reform thumbs its nose at the rest
of the JeWish people and at centuries of tradition and law by "adopting" patrilineal descent as a legitimate determinant of JeWish birth.
Thus, in the near future, any
Orthodox or Conservative Jew contemplating marrying someone from
the Reform community will be
forced to question his or her Jewishness, possibly rejecting the intended
partner as the child of a non.JeWish
mother. Can there be a more dramatic schism in the unity of the
JeWish People?
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ORTHODOX RESPONSE TO MEDIA ASSAULT
Letters to the editor.from coast to coast as well as afull·page ad sport.<;ored by
A_qudath Israel of America. PoaleiAgudathlsrael. the Rabbinical C..ouncilefAmertca.
and the Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America. which appeared In

_t\n~ ~er_l:~~~!ican Jews,

The New York Times. as well as a numbetof Jewish publications.
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Editorial Cartoon Was . . .

Oliphant~• c:11rioon of Nov, 22:, depleting Prime "fundameniai1-t"?
Fi!Ullly, \hti "Mel.n Golly" in che c.rtoon'1 capM'ini•ter Y1bh1k Sh'nmir
c.rried to 1 "far·
out way.off bra~" by t.wo nliliOWIJt1W11 detl(:ribed t.icm 1hould have llbDe uut !lie window with Alno5
u "lmlWY, right-•inr furuWiientallau," is highly and Andy dillhiel. '1 ~nent.ion »&O·
Rabbi Nileon Wolpln
ofJenaive - and not only to the 16 percenl or J&r•Manhauan
el'1 etector1tethat W>tect lbT reliriou• partiee"' to
the million·pl1.1$ urthockix Jew1Uie world ovtr.
Edilor'' Nott: TM-Wrilel'" U«liU>rofTM J..
Any f9ir·minded pertcm who Nfp«t.I the derllOiah ~.ap1r-11olofJewilh~hL
erat.il: l'OllMI" understand. thai\ In ltnel'1 rlia-
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Debate on 'Who Is a Jew?' Stirs Deeper Waters
Tc the Editor:
O!hers more knowledgeable than I
will, I am sure, write to assure Nancy
M- Lederman(" 'Who's a Jew?' Hits
Home," Op· Ed, Pee. 2) that she is not
"scarcely a Jew" but rather IS as
fLllly Jewisb as any child born ol a
Jewish mother, as is her sister, and
that whether or not her parents had a
rehgious wedding eeremony, she is
nc1 a bastard, as there is no concept
of iJ\egittmacy in Jewish law for chil·
dren bom of a nanincestuous union to
a previoU~ly unmarried woman.
I am writing to give her and others
"'IK> read her arucle !he lnterpreta·
tion of the morning prayer she men·
Uoned in which a man thanks Gcd lor
not having made him a woman 1ha1
my father gave me whtn I stood be·
fore him, an illdlgnant il·ycar-old, and
demanded an e)(p!anation or such
seemiogly SC)(iSt goings-on
My lathcte)lplained that men were
obligated to say the morning prsyers,
and women were not; that wcmen
had no lime-spcdlic obligations In
Jewish observance because though
there was nothing more important
nor more santlilied that a man could
be doing at any particular time than
praying, a woman might have rilore
Important and more sanctified things
to do in attending to her home and
cliildren. 1 did not bristle at the impli·
cation that I would one day be a
1>m ma kn• "~I N'llll<i rprnPn17P lh~!

pray and may pray bU! is nu1 ohH<
gated to. ThE"obscrv:int man is thank·
Ing God \ML he nm only tan pn1y ;ul<l
may pray but isa!soobhged Co pray
It is no1 a stxis! sia1c1ncnt, lll!! a
recognition th/II human natm'C is sm h
that a man, w1thOlll the olih~"tiun.
might Skip or put off µraying and thus
tniss the beneh1s antl s;1!i>['1ctinn$
of the regular pcrlhn11unte of hi!;
duty.
PllMFl.ATAMARIUN
Bronfnrtl, Conn,, Dt'L 2,

•

The Road to Unity
TD!ht' Editor:

lkccnl weeks bavc bJ"OUgh! an
!ant'ht' nf ;1ngry anatks by ntm·O
Am~rlran Jewish spokes1
nr.~111~\ llit p;·;,pu,;«J ;w;"mhnc

dux

lswcl's Law of Rcmtn, This a
nwnt would ln.~urc that convc
Judaism coul<J Claim th<• auiom
cilizenshifl ben~hts of 1hc low onl
th<'il' tilnvcrsions were pcrronnr
m:~onlancc wilh flal.:icha, Jew
religious law.
Typical is William Sahrc's Nov..
column, "Who 16 a Jew?", in wh
Mr. SJhrcdccncs "1he way a c11ba
Orthodox poli11co.rabbis in lsrac
making a gr~b for eccle~iastital c
clusiv'11y"; and a quorntion in a N
21 O<'W~ story rrom Enc McYC\'S,
\'cctor of Duke Umvcrsily's Ct'n

!~r,,~-~~?.~~ ~.1~?,i;,s~ "!,,'":;?,~11~, s":'.

I c! nil lovers of Israel and lhe Jcw1~h
pcUj)lc tom• down !he rhetoric, c)(~1m·
i1w the fntts ilnd fmd t'ommon
grnUJHJ.

(Rnbbi) SllMllH Bl OClM
E~ccu1ive Vite l'r~sid~n!
A!ttidalh l~racl of AIT!t>riul
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Charedtm who serve In the lllnel Defente Foreet
mareh In a cotrnter·demonstraUon to their defamers,
They proclalnud their ua1ousnen In pl'@tectlnl' the
~Jewllh lb.le- and had their medals. honOrs and hlrh·
ranklnr otncen to prove their point,

A second look at

'Who is aJew' debate
TURNABOUT

At the tilne of the rounding Oflhe
lsraeU state. certain agreements were
urih•red into in ordfilt lo pret:er,·e th~·
Dy Chnlm Schnur l'lnd SlanltiyTrollel
necess·ary unitY oftl1e Jewish peo1>lt'! i
Israel. Thal requirement was 1nade ·
Chaim Schnur, a rabbi, 11 the dlreclor ol
,·cry real'by the vast dilTerences an1011
Agudath Israel of California. Stanley Trellel the imnligrant Jew.<;_, and the security
ts the oroanlzalion'i cO.Chalr
.needS or the besieged stole. One or : '
those arrangemettts"was the
, '
tH\ !lr>r:ihl Ex:uniner editorial
establishment or the Orthodox
writer Joel Ucllman's prirne
Habbinale as the determining authori
the .
concern been accuracy,
~n '!'~ll.ers ~~.P~rso~al statu~.
»• _,_ - ......
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AFTERTHEAGREEMENT
hether or not Israel's ruling parties include amendmg the Law of Return on
their agenda, some additional comments are in order:
• The ''Who is a Jew?" issue does
have some limited relevance to the
Jews who live in Israel. beyond its
symbolic importance-in regard to
the Israeli who may want to marry
an American convert to Judaism of
questionable validity, for instance.
But it would have absolutely no
direct bearing on the millions of
Reform, Conservative. or indifferent
Jews-or on converts affiliated With
them-who choose to remain in
America Nonetheless, a raw nerve
was touched by the suggestion to
pass the amendment. As Hillel
Goldberg reported (lntennountain
Jewish News, Nov. 25, '88). one CJF
delegate to the General Assembly
was heard to comment: "My son
married a non-JeWish girl who did
not convert according to JeWish law,
and from this union I now have a
grandchild. If you do not consider
my grandchild Jewish, you are my
enemy."
The passions run high, understandably. Especially since so many
Federation leaders are intermarried
or are parents of intermarried
couples. But their anger is misplaced. Instead of hostility toward
the Orthodox leaders who tell them
the truth-that the JeWishness of
their marriage is non-existenttheir rage should be aimed at the
Reform clergymen who misled their
congregants and gave their illicit
union their blessings in the first
place. (See correspondence on page

W:

20.)

The Reform spiritual agenda has
always been one of accommodation,
assimilation and emulation of the
host culture. This offered little
appreciation for JeWish values, and
no resistance to the attractions of
marrying out of the faith. whenever
such opportunities presented themselves. In the face of inevitable
defection and diminishing numbers, Reform leaders are trying
desperately to keep the defectors
The Jewish Observer, December 1988

We cannot publicly ridicule
fellow Orthodox Jews
without others picking up
choice samples of the
verbal garbage and hurling
it back at all of us.
and their children within their
rapidly diminishing ranks, so they
instituted a warm accepting policy.
In stark contrast to the traditional
"sitting shiva"in mourning over the
intermarriage of a child, chalila.
this approach sends out signals that
it's really OK: ''You and your children
are JeWish without halachic conversion as long as you maintain some
loose, amorphous sense of identifying with JeWish peoplehood," making further incidents of intermarIiage almost inevitable.
Simply stated, a generous donation to UJA and shedding a tear
while watching 'War and Remembrance" cannot work as the sum
total of JeWish identity. Nor does it
offer anything of substance to pass

on to subsequent generations. In
fact. it is scarcely dependable in this
generation. Witness the recent
announcements by the Philanthropic Federations of Atlanta,
Boston and Pittsburgh threatening
"reevaluation of their gifts-giving to
Israel unless the Who is a Jew'
amendment is killed." (JTA)
When you get down to the bottomline, it is obvious by now that
Reform Jewry continues to decline
and assimilate. The Reform
approach is not even a stop-gap
measure.

HOW INSIGNIFICANT
A MINORITY?

ne of the canards of the antiOrthodox onslaught was
that the Orthodox view is of
little significance, since it runs
contrary to the opinions of 90% of
the Jewish population. which is
either Conservative, Reform, or
unaffiliated. This argument is
refuted by a study by the eminent
Professor Daniel Elazar of Temple
University and Bar llan on the
demographics of Jewish religious

O
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identification, published by the
Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs
(September 24, 1986):
"In raw demographics, Orthodox may
represent a mere 10% of the American
Jewish community. . . . However, no
more than 50% of the American Jewa
are afliliated with Institutions of Jewish
life, while the Orthodox are afliliated all
the time. . . . At the very least the
Orthodox represent 20% of the affiliated. In terms of activism, Orthodox
Jewa represent 1/3 of the total American Jewish activists. . . . Opposed to
the popular Image of a tiny embattled
minority seeking to Impose its will on
Jewry (15% versus 85% ), Orthodox
Judaism commands the allegiance of
between 33 to 45% of all the Jewa in
the world and 50 to 70% of those who
identify as religious In some way."

The Orthodox presence cannot be
swept away with deceptive numbers
games. and we should not hesitate
to make our voices heard-with
clarity and conviction.
• Most serious of all. we allcharedi, Orthodox, and unaffiliated

Jews-should pause and take note
of our inflamed rhetoric. We
members of the Torah community,
for our par!. cannot publicly ridicule
fellow Orthodox Jews without others picking up choice samples of the
verbal garbage and hurling it back
at all of us.
And then, we beg our brothers of
the Modem Orthodox camp to tone
down their pronouncements and
remove the dangerous barbs from
their public statements.*
By the same token. don't Reform
leaders understand that when they
paint all Orthodox Jews as wild-eyed
fanatics. and caricature them with
Der Sturmer-like brush-strokes,
syndicated cartoonists will end up
ridiculing all Jews-even those who
have done a "nose job" on their
souls?
After one Jew treats his fellow Jew
with a hostility that bristles with
anti-Semitism. who Is to complain
when a non.Jew lacks the civility to
refrain from echoing the vicious
sentiments?

THE

JEWISH
OBSERVER
•Analyzes.
•Evaluates
•Comments.
•Inspires.

•Reports.
•Reviews.
•Reflects.
•Projects.

Wedo more
than just observe.
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Jewish unity Is a noble idea. It
needs a criterion. For us it is Torah.
Until everybody Is ready to accept
that. how about settling for dignity?•
*Does Rabbi Shlomo Riskin (formerly of Lincoln
Square Synagague, currently RauofEfrat, Israel)

ever stop to consider that when his articles in
mass-circulation publications criticize Israel's
yeshiva students for not serving in the armya suggestion he should bring to the Roshet
Yeshiva. if he thinks it has merit, not to the antireltgtous readers of the Jerusalem Post or the
Jewish Week-that he is actually joining the
enemies of Torah in combatting Orthodoxy? Or
when he-unjustly-decries the inhabitants of
Meah Shea.rim for xenophobic stone-throwing,
and characterizes them as "some fanatical.
bloodthirsty excuse for a Jew'' {Conflicts Within
the Family, a mass-circulated pamphlet), doesn't
he realize that chilonim will echo the slander.
and include him in it? ... Doesn't Rabbi Emanuel
Rackman anticipate that when he vilifies
rabbinical leaders such as Rabbi Aaron Kotler
and Rabbi Moshe Feinstein ztchronam ltvracha.
as being obscurant and severely limited in terms
of perspective and compassion {'Without expertise ... in natural and social sciences, philosophy.
... and especially literature and music.... Torah
scholars are not qualified to make decislons"Jewlsh Week, Aug. 26. '88), that he is joining
Shulamit Aloni at her worst, and when she
seconds the motion. she'll include all Orthodox
in her slander?
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Two
Letters
November 22, 1988
Mrs. Peggy Tish man
United Jewish Appeal Federation
130 East 59th Street
New York, NY 10022

Dear Mrs. Tishman,
My best friend is an Israeli. He was
a soldier. He fought in the Six Day War.
He says that the boy in the trenches who
fought with him during the war whose
mother was gentile-born (and later
converted) was more of a Jew than the
lubavitcher too busy with prayers in
Brooklyn. Another friend agrees, but
adds that the Orthodox are the keepers
of the faith. I say, however, that the
Agudist is trying to control the world
Jewish community. The ultra-Orthodox
are, in their twisted way of protecting
the faith, inflicting great pain on Jews
everywhere, and I am one who hurts.
In 1982 I made a decision to become
a Jew. It was not without great thought
and deliberation. I was 33 years old, well
educated and informed. Such a decision
required great amounts of study and
soul-searching. I enrolled in a class at
the Union of American Hebrew Congregations and studied for four months. I
completed the course and went to the
Mrs. Peggy Tishman, President of UJA/Federation
of New York City, presented Mr. Johnson's letter
to Rabbi Sherer, President of Agudath Israel of
America, as an argument against the Orthodox
aUilude toward Reform conversions. Rabbi
Sherer responded directly lo Mr. Johnson.
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"In 1982 I made a decision to
become a Jew. ltwas not
without great thought and
deliberation. It required
great amounts of study and
· soul-searching. Yes, it was a
reform conversion. Now I am
asked every dayJn the
newspaper-Am I A Jew?"
mikva for the dedication of my faith and
recitation of the Shma. I experienced the
rite of 11 Hatafat Dam l'shem Geruth",
then went to the Synagogue to chant
from the Torah. My conversion was
completed on the 2nd of Kislev 5743 at
Stephen Wise Free Synagogue in New
York City. Yes, it was a reform
conversion.
Now I am asked every day in the
newspaper-Am I A Jew?
My wife and I are members of the Park
Avenue Synagogue. We have two children, named Leah* and Aaron*. I named
my children. My Jewish-born wife and
her family expressed concern over their
Jewish names, especially that of my son
Aaron. They told me how frightened
they were with the name going on his
passport. I considered their concerns.
However, I was proud of my new Jewish
identity and wanted the same for my son.
In A Certain People by Charles E. Silberman, in a chapter dealing with Jews by
Choice, I am quoted citing the same
concerns about anti-semitism.

Now I worry for my children-but, Am
I a Jew?
The religious ruffians who want to
dictate who is a Jew are wrong. I have
supported Israel through the purchase
of Israel bonds. I have supported Israel
through contributions to UJA. I do not
wish to withdraw my support, I want a
unification government. I will, however,
withdraw my support should this ugly
legislation be enacted. If this debate
continues, my world and the State of
Israel will never be the same, for I believe
that many other Jews will do as I do.
Question my Jewishness and I will
question my support.
In conclusion, I AM CONCERNED, DEEPL y
CONCERNED ABOUT THE WEDGE THAT MAY
BE DRIVEN BETWEEN ME AND MY FAMILY.

With my Jewish-born wife and my Jewish
children; just imagine, with the deep
abiding love and affection I have for my
family, for my daughter and son to turn
to me and sayDaddy, are you really a Jew?
I ask that you speak for me, my family,
my friends in the strongest terms possible, and use your influence to defeat
those who would dictate who-is-a-Jew.
The people who would inflict this kind
of damage on the world of Jewry must
not be allowed to continue.
Very truly yours,
Robert Johnson*
Paramus, New Jersey

*The names have been changed to protect the
privacy of the principals.
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December 15, 1988
Dear Mr. Johnson:
I had occasion to meet earlier this
week with Mrs. Peggy Tishman, president of UJA/Federation. At the conclu-

sion of our meeting, she showed me a
copy of your letter of November 22. I
hope you will not mind if I take the

liberty of sharing with you my reactions.
You write movingly of your decision

six years ago to become a Jew; of the
sacrifices you made in carrying out that
decision; of your pride and strength of
conviction in choosing biblical Jewish
names for your children; and of the pain

and anguish you feel as a result of all
the publicity surrounding the "Who is
a Jew?" controversy in Israel. No feeling
person could read your words and fail
to share your pain; no thinking person
could read your words and fail to share
your anger.
With all due respect, however, I would
suggest that your pain emanates from a
source other than the one you identify;
and that your anger is more properly
directed at a target other than the one
you take aim at.
Please recognize that the Orthodox
community's refusal to recognize you as
a Jew (a refusal, by the way, which is
shared by all segments of Orthodoxy,
from the most "ultra" to the most
/tmodern"-whatever those labels may
mean) reflects no malice or ill will toward
you personally. What it does reflect is
the fact that as a matter of religious
conviction we follow halacha-Jewish
religious law as it has been practiced for
centuries and which we believe was
G-d's everlasting and immutable gift to
the Jewish people at Sinai.
Halacha specifies the standards and
procedures by which a gentile can alter
his very status and become a member
of the Jewish people. An integral component of such a conversion is the
prospective convert's sincere commitment to the full corpus of halacha. For
thousands of years, until little more than
a century ago, all Jews agreed that these
halachic standards and procedures were
the sole means by which conversion
could be achieved.
It was then that the Reform movement
came on the scene of Jewish history, and
sought to change the rules by abandoning the halacha. Reform denied both the
divine origin of halacha and its binding
nature upon the Jewish people. Reform
also altered the procedures involved in
conversion. No other segment of the
Jewish people-not even the Conservative movement-ever accepted these
unilateral changes. The sorry result is a
tragedy like yours: a conversion
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accepted by some Jews, rejected by
others.
You spent four months studying in a
class sponsored by the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, the official
organ of the Reform Jewish movement
in the United States, in preparation for
your conversion. I wonder:
Did your instructors or rabbis once
mention that the validity of the process
you were about to undergo was a subject
of considerable controversy within the
Jewish community?
Did they tell you that Reform philosophy and practice, with respect to
halacha generally and to conversions
specifically, represent a significant
departure from Sinai and have never
been accepted by the rest of the Jewish
people?

"If your instructors and
rabbis failed to provide the
full disclosure necessary for
you to make an informed
choice, then by their silence
they have perpetrated an
outrageous and unforgivable
fraud upon you."
Did they ever suggest that you consult
with an Orthodox rabbi to ensure that
your conversion would be accepted by
all segments of Jewry?
If they did so advise you, then I would
respectfully tell you that the anguish you
feel today is no one's fault other than
your own. If you underwent a controversial conversion procedure with the
full knowledge that you would not
thereby be regarded as a Jew in certain
segments of the community, you have
no moral claim against anybody-not
against the Reform movement, because
they warned you; and certainly not
against the Orthodox movement,
because you deliberately avoided them.
If, however, your instructors and
rabbis failed to convey this most basic
information, if they failed to provide the
full disclosure necessary for you to make
an informed choice, then by their silence
they have perpetrated an outrageous
and unforgivable fraud upon you. It is
toward them that your ire should be
directed.
You may have noticed in this Monday's New York Times a letter to the
editor written by Rabbi Shmuel Bloom,
Executive Vice President of Agudath
Israel of America, setting forth the
reasons we believe that amending

Israel's law of Return as has been
proposed will ultimately promote the
cause of Jewish unity rather than harm
it. (In case you have not seen the letter,
I am enclosing a clipping copied from
the newspaper.) Unfortunately, because
of space limitations the Times omitted
certain portions of Rabbi Bloom's original letter. One of those omitted paragraphs, in particular, strikes me as
especially relevant to the point I am
making. It read as follows:

"The importance of adopting a unifying
common denominator approach in
defining Jewishness goes beyond symbolism. It affects real people in real ways.
Consider, for example, someone who in
good faith converts to Judaism under the
relaxed Reform standards, seeks to marry
an Orthodox or Conservative Jew, and
then learns that the marriage cannot go
forward because the conversion is not
acceptable to the prospective spouse. To
avoid this human tragedy, would it not
be best that all segments of the Jewish

.

community insist upon one standard of
conversion? Or at least that prospective
converts to Judaism receive full disclosure that only one type of conversiona Halachic conversion-will gain them
universal acceptance within the
community?"
To your children, Leah and Aaron, I
would say this: Your father is obviously
a wonderful person, deeply committed
to the Jewish faith and to the Jewish fate.
But he is not a Jew (though of course
the two of you are Jews since your
mother is Jewish). Sincere and wellintentioned though your father may be,
he was born a gentile and-despite what
certain Reform rabbis may have told him
or implied to him-he never underwent
a halachically acceptable conversion
procedure. Thus, although some Jews
may regard your father as a member of
the Jewish covenant, we Orthodox
cannot. If that pains you, please forgive
us, but you will hopefully grow up some
day to respect and appreciate our stand
on religious principle. In any case, if your
father has the courage and desire even
now to commit himself fully to halacha
and to undergo a halachically acceptable
conversion under the auspices of an
Orthodox beth din, he can still become
a universally accepted member of our
people. That decision is his alone to
make. Whatever he decides to do, you
have every reason to be proud of him.
My prayers are with you. May G-d look
down favorably upon us all.
Slncerely,
Rabbi Moshe Sherer
President
Agudath Israel of America
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In Commemoration of the lOOth Yahrzeit
of Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch
With homage and deep reverence we at FELD HEIM PUBLISHERS pay tribute
to the blessed memory of Rav Samson Raphael Hirsch zt"l on the occasion of his
1OOth Yahrzeit.
We note with pride that for almost a half century we have been in the forefront
of publishing the Heritage of Rav Hirsch.
We consider it a great honor to have been appointed as
the publishers for The Rabbi S.R. Hirsch Publication
Society, The Rabbi Dr. Joseph Breuer Foundation, and
most recently, the K'hal Adath Jeshurun publication of
"The Living Hirschian Legacy."
We salute all the individuals of the above groups,
oskim b'tzorchei tzibbur b'emuna, who have labored
to disseminate the living ideals of
"Torah Im Derech Eretz."
May the works of Rav Hirsch
continue to spread and further
inspire generations ofJews with the
sacred values and ideals of Torahtrue Judaism.

FELDHEIM PUBLISHERS 200 Airport Executive Park, Spring Valley, N.Y. 10977
Tel. (914) 356-2282/0ut of State, call toll free: 800-237-7149 Visa & MasterCard accepted
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Nahum J. Duker

We
are witnessing an eruption of anti-Orthodox antagonism in the
American and Israeli media (See previous article.) may be tempting to blame a
It

media-directed smear campaign for the sharpness of the assault, but even if that were
true, the directors of such a campaign would have to know which sentiments to evoke,
feelings to arouse and stereotypes to exploit. Otherwise no media blitz, no matter how
well planned and executed, could arouse the intended public response; the antagonism
must have been there before. The Orthodox community would do well to analyze the
bases of these sentiments and stereotypes, so as to deal with them intelligently.

LEGATORS AND

HEIRS
APPROPRIATION OF THE
JEWISH PAST

F:

irst, lt must be recognized
that non-Orthodox Jewish
groups, although diverse in
structure and ideology. share one
feature central in their relationships with Orthodoxy. These groups
claim not only to be in contradistinction to Orthodoxy, but to be its
legitimate successors. Be they secular or religious, assimilationist or
nationalist, socialist or linguistic. all
claim to be heirs to millennia of
Jewish history and peoplehood. The
chief practical consequence of this
Dr. Duker, professor of pathology at Temple
University Medical School and Fels Institute for
Cancer Research and Molecular Biology, is active
In Jewish communal affairs ln Philadelphia
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appropriation of the Jewish past for
themselves is to proclaim their
exclusive rights to the devotions and
donations previously reserved for
the Torah community and its leaders. In this respect, there is a certain
parallel with classic Christian theology, which appropriated the "new
Israel" for themselves. as the sole
heir to all the blessings that were
given to the biblical Hebrews. Unlike
Christian thought. however, the
kingdom of the new deviant Jewish
groups is most definitely of this
world. Rather than Heavenly blessings, these religious and political
movements covet the communal
loyalty, sentiment. and financial
largess formerly reserved for kehillos and yeshivas.
An element in the rather stormy

Christian-Jewish conflicts of the
last two millennia is also a factor
in contemporary intra-Jewish relationships: The self-declared heir
proclaims his acquisition of all
bequeathed assets, but he cannot
fully come into his legacy while the
legator remains alive. One does not
easily inherit from the living! The
continued survival of the legator
therefore poses a threat not only to
the heir's acquisitions, but to his
very legitimacy. The problem cannot
be avoided and, if not solved. must
at least be sufficiently amellorated
to allow the heir unfettered enjoyment of his inheritance.
One obvious solution, cherished
by mystery writers in such si tuations. is the elimination of the
legator. Liquidation of Torah life
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was in fact attempted by the
Yiddishist-Socialists who joined the
Yevszektzia (Jewish section of the
Communist Party of the Soviet
Union) in the 1920's, and who were
among the most fanatical followers
of the government-sponsored program to obliterate Jewish religious
life. Most other groups would never
take such an extreme stance. and
our Western democracies would
certainly never Initiate such perse-

the aged father divides the inheritance among his offspring in his
lifetime. Acquisition of the inheritance is legitimated. and the heir can
come into his legacy without doubt
or cavil. The Orthodox are thereby
assigned a new role, bestowal of the
benediction of authenticity on novel
religious cults as well as on secular
movements and organizations.
The earthly rewards for such
benedictions are considerable-

people" could worship. That arrangement is a microcosm of the function reserved for Orthodoxy In the
new Jewish community. Orthodox
Jews are to be confined to assigned
professions, conditions and neighborhoods, befitting their proper
status. Orthodoxy is allowed a
residual survival within this reservation-a tolerated refuge of sorts
for the defeated and infirm, for the
aged in body and the senile in spirit.
BREAKDOWN OF THE
ACCOMMODATION

The vehemence is a case of the classic

psychological maneuver on the part of the nonOrthodox of projecting the sources of their own
difTtculti.es onto the Orthodox.
cutions. So an alternative scheme
short of wiping out the legator must
be devised, to accommodate a continuing. albeit continuously diminishing and weakening. Orthodox
presence.
THE BEQUEATHAL OF

LEGITIMACY

ust exactly how would such an
accommodation work? Orthodoxy would be expected to bequeath its heritage. in whole or In
part, to the most viable non-Orthodox community, maintaining a role
set aside for a residuum of the traditional segment. As with King Lear,

J

lavish salaries, laudatory interviews
In the secular and Jewish media,
and a plethora of richly-rewarded
lectureships, engagements and professorships to collaborationist
clergy. Especially prosperous
careers have been reserved for
Orthodox-trained rabbis who trade
successfully on their Torah knowledge, as long as they vilify authentic
Judaism while mouthing platitudes
of "religious pluralism" or "Jewish
unity." Institutions are not Immune
from such co-optation. It was quite
common for formerly Orthodox
synagogues, after their conversion
to Conservatism by a local putsch,
to set aside a "chapel" where the "old

Camp Agudah, Camp Bnos, Camp Chay! Miriam
mourn the passing of

Reh Ephraim Klein A"H
who was a true friend and generous supporter of the summer
Chinuch/camping programs of Agudath Israel of America, which
he served as a loyal officer.
The imprint of his concern and generosity will continue to enhance
our efforts on behalf of our children, as his example will serve to
inspire us for many years to come.

May his children and grandchildren find comfort among the
mourners of Zion and Jcrusalcn1.

Administration, Staff and Campers
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o long as the Orthodox remain
within these tolerated limits,
the legitimacy of the non-Orthodox successor cults and organizations are not questioned, and no
communal conflicts need arise. Had
this model been followed, Orthodoxy
would now be confined to old-age
homes and perhaps a neighborhood
or two in Brooklyn and Jerusalem.
In fact, many postwar studies of
Jewish sociology extrapolated the
near disappearance of Orthodoxy by
this time. But Orthodoxy has
refused to follow the script. This
revivification of Orthodoxy not only
puts accommodation Into question,
but also challenges the very right of
the new groups to claim the inheritance of the history of the Jewish
people. This strikes at the heart of
the assertion of the Judaic authenticity of these organizations and
movements.
Actually, any successful Orthodox
activity poses an implicit threat to
the legitimacy of the non-Orthodox
groupings. Wherever a young man
decides to devote himself to full-time
Torah study, everytime an Orthodox
Jew wins renown in a profession,
should a Jew of non-religious background choose to live according to
the Torah, whenever an Orthodox
community is established in new
areas previously forbidden by popular sociological models, all of these
pose a threat to the accommodation
assumed by previous generations.
Should Orthodoxy then have the
temerity to claim a central role for
Torah in the organization and
disposition of Jewish public life, this

S
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strikes at the heart of the arrangement conceived by the non-Orthodox establishment and its coconspirators. They, of course, react
in defense of their vital interests.
The very justification of their rationale for existence is on the line. It
should surprise nobody. then, that
some non-Orthodox spokesmen are
resorting to smear, slander and
billingsgate In defense of their
positions and prerogatives. And
thanks to their many contacts and
friends among the intelligentsia and
within the media, their lies and
distortions have found their way
into the general press. radio and
television.
A MATIER OF PROJECTION

T

he Implicit denial of the legitimacy of non-Orthodox institutions can account for the
outburst of anti-Orthodox propaganda, but it does not explain Its
vehemence. There must be another
factor at work here. I would suggest
that it is a case of the classic
psychological maneuver on the part
of the non-Orthodox of projecting
the sources of their own difficulties
onto the Orthodox. This has been
a constant problem within the
Jewish community since the onset
of the emancipation, although it has
taken different forms in varying
societies and generations. The nonOrthodox reasoning is: "If not for the
Orthodox, we (the cultured, reasonable, liberal and enlightened Jews)
could get along perfectly well with
the gentiles. Therefore it must be the
on-going particulartstlc activities of
the Orthodox that are threatening
our survival and well-being." The
precise identification of the nonJews whose esteem is to be purchased varies with environment and
circumstances.
In America, this need to be
whatever-the-gentiles-want has
been a major factor In Jewish communal history. In its contemporary
form. the "enlightened" Jew longs to
be, if not the conductor, at least the
leading soloist in the liberal political
chorus. This requires an assumed
identity of Judaism and liberalism
The Jewish Observer, December 1988

(not to be confused with the analysis
that asserts a liberal society to be
consonant with Jewish political
interests). Were liberalism concerned mostly with welfare, labormanagement relations and similar
matters, this would not pose an
acute problem. However, major
thrusts within contemporary liberalism reflect intense involvements
with ideological feminism, imposition of secular humanism in education, and legitimation of homosexuality.
Needless to say, Orthodoxy cannot
adopt these positions as consistent
with Judaism. This refusal complicates the designs of the nonOrthodox organizations and intellectuals. So they react with acrimony toward the Orthodox community, which they perceive as an
obstacle to winning approval from
those whose esteem they crave. It is
probably difficult for those who live
within an Orthodox environment to
conceive the extent and depth of the
embarrassment to liberal Jews
caused by halachic insistence on

separation of the sexes. Orthodoxy's
very existence, and certainly its
conspicuous presence, cause problems for liberal Jews, since they
seem to impede approbation of the
gentiles. The reduction, if not complete elimination. of the public role
of Orthodoxy therefore becomes a
psychological necessity for those
groups.
(Until the recent elections, the
sharpness-indeed, bitterness-of
media treatment of the Orthodox in
the Holy Land far surpassed what
appears in the American media. Of
course, the different groups in Israel
live in extremely close proximity:
unfortunately this has not resulted
in mutual respect. The representatives of Torah are parodied, their
foibles are exaggerated, and every
stray pebble tossed becomes an
avalanche of stones. The secular
Israeli's difficulties with the Jewish
Heritage have their own genesis,
quite different from the American
versions of this plague, and would
merit a discussion quite separate
from this one.)

CAMPRANINU
..Where Turah•ComesAiive"
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• Extensive louring ()n air conditioned buses• Outdoor swimming pool
with slides and water park• Exciting memorable trips toMekomos
HaKedoshim •Strong stress on Middos .& Tznius • Dally shiurim on
relevant topics •• Experience first hand Mitzvos Hatlu\'os BeOretz
• Exceptional camp program-including painting, music, ALS, Drama,
Dance, Sports, .Arts &Crafts, Aerobics, Conversational Hebrew,
Performance for Tzedokah·• .Sichot by Harav Zev t.eff Shlita, Kav D'Khal
Chizuk Hadas,.Brooklyn, NY• Shatharis &Mincha Tefillos Daily
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ORTHODOX RESPONSES
umber of suggestions have
een made in regard to dealg with these problems. Of
course, Orthodox Jews are obligated
to respond incisively and articulately to attacks upon them in the
media. Insulting caricatures and
distortions should not be permitted
to pass without a flood of strong
letters to the editor, setting the
record straight, demonstrating that
Orthodoxy Is alive and well.
Moreover, our posture should not be
exclusively defensive. A concerted
effort should be made to get space
for columns articulating an
Orthodox point of view for syndication in the Anglo.Jewish press. At
the same time, other programs to
reach non-Orthodox Jews with the
message of Torah must be expanded, and funding for them should be
increased. One can win skirmishes
in the press, but the war can only
be won in the hearts and minds of
our fellow Jews.
We also should not let our defen-

AE:

We should not let our defensiveness make
us blind to those cases when media criticism
is valid.
slveness make us blind to those
cases when media criticism Is valid.
When this is the case-Le. the
present epidemic of blatant, conspicuous consumption in certain
circles-we must recognize that
there Is no response other than to
correct the wrongs. Moreover, any
personal or professional activities
that result in Chillul Hashem can
be used with great effect by antiOrthodox propagandists, and must
be In any case avoided.
None of these courses, however,
w1U assuage the ideological enemies
of Orthodoxy. On the contrary, every
successful response will further
anger leaders of the movements and
cults claiming to be our successors.
Similarly, those who project the
blame for their own social or political difficulties on observant Jews
will not be changed by the ability

of the Orthodox community to
defend itself In the court of public
opinion. Irrational fears and projections are not dispelled by rational
discourse.
This should not discourage us
from endeavoring to improve our
public Image. There are many Jews
(and non.Jews) who derive their
only information on vital issues
from what they see or hear on media
reports, and it is foolhardy to leave
the enemies of Torah with a media
monopoly. In the long term, this
enmity will disappear along with the
Inevitable demographic attrition of
the non-Orthodox groups; or, more
hopefully, with the overwhelming
return of our alienated brethren to
their true heritage, as it was originally given to us, and was meant
to be preserved by us-the viable
heirs.•

A Magnificent New Volume to Honor

The 1OOth Yahrz.eit of Rav Samson Raphael Hirsch ...
The writings and
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Yisroel Spiegel

No Recipe for
Half-Baked Judais111
THE FLOOD OF ANGER

n an interview with Yosef Harif
in "Ma'ariv", Education Minister Yitzchak Navon expressed
astonishment over the angiy letters
flooding his office from parents of
children enrolled in a Jewish
Enrichment Program provided by
government public schools.
We are not talking about studying
Torah lishma. or indoctrination to
keep the commandments or conform to the Jewish Way of Life. Only
about being able to recognize a
Siddur or a Machzor. Yet even this
request triggered an outpouring of
protest: 'We enrolled our children in
a regular public school. not a religious school!"
Harif joins the Minister of Education in his shock: "Could it be that
hundreds of thousands of Jews in
the State of Israel will grow up
completely ignorant of anything
Jewish? There is reason to fear for
the veiy existence of the fragile

I

Mr. Spiegel is editor of Hamodia, Agudath
Israel's Jerusalem daily. where this article first

appeared. Menucha Goldbaum translated the
original into English.
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Some people collect
leaves in the fall. U they
would like to have a
continued source, they
cannot plant a lecif. They
must plant trees . ...
Jewish knowledgeforms
the leaves on the tree of
Judaism.
Israeli society when one must fear
explaining to an Israeli youth anything remotely connected to Jewish
tradition or to the amazing persistance of the Jewish nation throughout the generations."
Mr. Harif quotes an Israeli reporter who wrote ""
instead of
>TTJ ' ' · and aJ}other who wrote that
he's not sure if there is a difference
between o>r.i>n !W\'.ll1 (the Nine Days)
and o>r.i>n
(the canal of the seas).
By contrast. he recalled how the late
Dr. Moshe Sneh-a former Zionist
leader who eventually joined the
Communist party-would review
theweeklySidra with his child eveiy
Sabbath. Even though he was bringing up his son as a Communist, he

''P

,,,y,,

was not willing for him to be an am
ha'aretz.

What drives this militant group of
antireligious parents? They are
possibly influenced by the radical
left. or else by parents of baalei
teshuva, who were hit hard by their
personal "tragedy" and therefore do
not hesitate from conducting a
witch-hunt against any manner of
religious expression, lest (G-d forbid) others' children will also catch
the Teshuva disease and end up
with children and grandchildren
keeping Torah and mitzvos!
A similar incident took place
when the Teachers Union printed a
calendar for its members and the
printers carelessly included the text
of Tejillas Haderech (Traveler's
Prayer). That was too much! Several
teachers dashed off a sharp letter
of protest to Mr. Yitzchak Welber, the
organization's director, "about
inserting religious material into the
calendar." They also circulated a
petition to stop distribution of the
calendar. As one protestor commented, "It's gotten out of hand.
Even in the days of Religions Minister Zevulun Hammer they didn't
dare do such a thing!"
33

OLD-TIME APIKORSIM VS.
THE CONTEMPORARY MODEL

onsidering Minister Navon's
personal background, his
concern is understandable.
He was born in an old Jerusalem
neighborhood, where he spent his
childhood among parents and family in and around the shul. with a
full traditional atmosphere of Sabbath. holidays. getting up early for
Selichos, preparing for Passover.
"shlogging Kaporot" and building a
Succa. Even if a child in that
environment never studied Torah
with any depth. he nonetheless grew
up with a wealth of Jewish knowledge that stayed with him for years
to come.
As any veteran Jerusalemite
knows, the era ofNavon's childhood
did not have the best record as far
as Jewish education, or children
maintaining tradition is concerned.
To the contrary. many families
suffered attrition. "Progress" captured the minds and hearts of the
youth and pulled them away from
their parents.
This phenomenon was not limited
to the old Yishuv in Israel, but

C

passed like an ill wind through all
centers of Jewish life the world over.
a half-century ago. The wave of
"isms," the Haskala. and a host of
other movements that arose within
Jewry swept away the young generation, emptying study halls of the
youth and bringing strife and dissent upon many Jewish homes.

A teacher who talks
about values that he

personally denies is
without an ethical
plaiform to stand on.
However, there are basic differences between apikorsim of the past
and the estranged members of the
present generation. The earlier
model carried along a measure of
Jewish heritage-some more, some
less; but none were unfamiliar with
a Siddur. tefilla, or a Machzor, and
they all knew what Yomim Noraim,
Shabbos, Yorn Tov, and kashrus
were. Thus Yitzchak Navan may
consider himself irreligious, yet he
can lead services like a veteran, wellversed in both the words of prayer

THE YI'I"I'Y LEIBEL HELP-LINE
A Free Service of the

Yitty Leibel Chesed Fund
• Marital problems?
• Overpowering stress?

• Fear of break-down?
• Parent-child friction?
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Hours:
Monday through Friday
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Sunday through Thursday
9:00-11:00 p.m.
Sunday morning
9:00-12:00 noon

Dial (718) HELP-NOW (435· 7669)
Thls projecl has been approved by leading Torah authorities. For information only call (718) 435.1106.
Tapes of Yahrtzeit Kious available. Call 718-435-5793.
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and its traditional melodies.
He, and others like him. present
themselves as living proof that it's
possible to be secular without being
cut off entirely from Jewish tradition: they can transgress the commandments, without being ignorant am haaratzim. and certainly are
far from confusing the inclusive
"Kol" of Kol Nidrei with its similar
sounding homonym. But launching
a program to implant elementary
knowledge of the Siddurand Machzor in the public schools amounts
to an open admission that one
cannot raise children in homes
completely void of Yiddishkeit and
have them remain. at the same time,
attached to Judaism. or at least to
some vestigial memory of Jewish
experience. And then the pay-off:
Extreme-secular parents even revolt
against this thimbleful of Yiddishkeit being offered to their children!
A HISTORY OF
ABORTIVE EFFORTS

inister Navan isn't the first
to experience the risks of
alienation, involved in raising a generation devoid of a commitment to Torah. Others preceeded
him. Take. for example, the late
Zalman Aren (also mentioned in
Harifs article), one of the first
Ministers of Education. Aren was an
avowed apikorus, but wanting
Israel's children to know something
of Judaism, he initiated a Jewish
Awareness Program. To be sure, the
teachers were careful not to preach
to the children to carry out what
they were being taught ...
The program provoked a strong
opposition then, too. Radical leftists-for the most part Mapam'niks-were enraged over this "clerical plot." However, even the late
Rabbi Yitzchok Meir Levin '""·
Agudath Israel's Knesset representative, was unhappy: "How can a
teacher transmit Jewish values and
heritage when he doesn't identify
with them? How can a teacher talk
about a Siddur, when he doesn't
daven? How can he explain the
Shabbos, when he transgresses it?
The program's harm outweighs any
benefit, because a teacher who talks

M
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about values that he personally
denies is without an ethical platform to stand on."
Zalman Aren, however. went
ahead with his program anyway,
backed by the leaders of his party,
foremost among them David Ben
Gurion .... Judging by the current
Minister of Education's experience,
the program was worthless. The
parents protesting the "Meet Your
Friendly Siddur and Machzor Program" are members of the generation that was raised on Aren's
"Jewish Awareness Program"!
But Zalman Aren also wasn't the
first to be shocked by the inefficacy
of Jewish knowledge-sans-commitment program. Others proceeded
him as well, such as Chaim Nachman Bialik, the famous Yeshivaeducated poet who got caught up
with a group of Maskillim in
Odessa. He was a champion of
Haskalla and campaigned for
"improving" Jewish education
along such lines: yet. toward the end
of his life, he could not hide his
profound disappointment. At the
first graduation of the Herzlia Prep
School in Tel Aviv, the epitome of
secular Jewish education in those
days, Bialik spoke, lamenting that
as much as the Herzlia graduates
distinguished themselves in their
secular knowledge, they were complete ignoramuses in Judaism.
Against this background, he established "Oneg Shabbos" groups in
Tel-Aviv, with the hope of compensating for secular society's shortcomings.
But the damage was irreversible.
Only Bialik's peers-the elderly and
feeble-responded to his call: the
young generation- which has been
brought up without faith, Torah, or
m!tzvos-had only scorn for his
vision. They went full-speed ahead
to a complete severance of ties with
their past.
IRREPRODUCIBLE RESULTS

avon, Aren and Bialik share
a common background: a
traditional home, and a religious education-at least during
childhood. This emotional baggage

N
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was impossible to jettison, and thus
equipped them to claim that it is
possible to be non-religious and yet
not be totally cut off from Judaism.
This, however, is a passing phenomenon. It lasts for only one generation, the generation that "learned
Torah and strayed." But it does not
carry over to the next generation,
because if the parents do not keep
Jewish customs in their home. and
if teachers do not identify with the
religious principles that they are
teaching, there is no way for the
children to accept lessons in religious teachings. They grew up total

am haaratzim-and that's how it
will continue to be.
We recall a symposium that took
place over twenty years ago in TelAviv, with the participation of the
late Moshe Dayan and the Mapam
elder, Yaakov Hazan, among others.
Dayan was much more easy-going
than Yaakov Hazan in regard to the
religious issues that were being
debated. Dayan did not object to the
Status-Quo agreement that guarantees the Jewish character of the
state, and he was not upset over the
system of accommodations between
religious and non-religious, while

OTSAR

is proud to announce
a miracle of its own.
We are moving to a new location that
will enable us to offer expanded
services. for the entire Jewish
developmentally disabled
population, from infancy
to adulthood.

Opening our new doors wUl
help create new opportunities
for these special children.
Rabbi Manfred Gans
President

Betty Pollack
Executive Director

Hanna Beller
Director of Development
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PINCHAS MANDEL
Over 35 Years Experience in Kvura in Eretz Yisrael
•Dedicated to Kavod Haniftar with personal
responsibility throughout service
•Highly recommended by Gedolai Hador
-Here and in Eretz Yisrael-

1569 - 47th Street, Brooklyn, New York 11219
Day & Night Phone (718) 855-5121
Honesty - Integrity - Reliability
CHESED SH El f,\,\E'.>

d'- understood a11d prartired by one ..i.ctive in the industrv

more than half a cPntury.

Taharas Haniftar Should Never Be Commercialized

CONVENTION TAPES AVAILABLE
Tapes of the major weekday sessions of the Agudath Israel convention are available for purchase through the main office of Agudath
Israel of America, 84 William Street, New York, NY 10038 (tel. 212797,9000).
The following recordings are available, at $5 per tape, $24 for the
entire set of six.
Tape No.I Thursday Afternoon Symposium:
"Right, Left and Center in Contemporary Orthodoxy:
Definitions or Labels?''
Rabb; Nissan Wolpin. Rabbi Chaim D. Keller, Rabbi
Nachman Bulman

Tape No.2 Above Symposium Continued:

Rabbi Nachman Bulman
Tape No.3 Thursday Evening Symposium:
"Challenges AheadSetting Sights on New Horizons"
Rabbi Shimon Schwab, Rabbi Avrohom Pam
Tape No.4 Motzoei Shabbos Keynote Session:

Rabbi Yaakov PerlouJ, Rabbi Moshe Sherer,
Rabbi Chanoch Ehrentreu
Tape No.5 Symposium:
"Protecting Jewish Interests in the USA"

••

Rabbi Berel Wein, Joseph Friedenson,
Rabbi Nassane! Kasnett, Chaim D. Zwiebel
Tape No.6 Symposium:
"Derech Eretz: A Lost Art?"
Rabbi Yaakov Reisman, Rabbi Shmuel Kamenetzky,
Rabbi Zecharya Gelley

The WORKSHOP tapes are also available upon request.
The 'tapes may be purchased
in Brooklyn from:
Mrs. Berl
4514 15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(718) 435.5793

36

Copies of the 1988 Annual
Report of Agudath lsrael.
distributed at the convention.
are also available, free of charge.

Hazan strongly opposed any reli ·
gious expression.
But once they began talking about
the past, about roots, and· nostalgia
set in, the tables turned. Hazan
spoke with emotion and tears about
the Sabbath and festivals he had
witnessed in his youth. He demonstrated a respectable familiarity
with Jewish customs and lifestyle.
Dayan, on the other hand, was
completely silent on this point. He
openly admitted thathe did not have
the advantage of Hazan's perspective because he lacked the benefit
of any Jewish education. Dayan's
father, Shmuel. was an outspoken
apikorus, who allegedly hung a loaf
of bread at the entrance to his house
in Nahalel on Pesach to demonstrate
his open disdain for anything
religious.
This was the difference between
the two. But that difference ended
with them. for both Dayan's children and Hazan's children grew up
to be abyssmal am haaratzim in
regard to anything Jewish.
This difference also exists in
regard to Minister Navon and the
parents who oppose his program. He
still has some Jewish baggage, and
they have none. And it seems that
his "Get Acquainted With Your
Siddur and Machzor Program" was
bound to have the same results as
the programs that had preceeded
them.Judaism is not just an accumulation of data, but a way of life that
requires deeds, as we say in our daily
tefillos: "To study and to teach, to
observe. to do and to fulfill.''
Mr. Navon's distress is understandable. It is painful to realize that
if the Education Minister that
succeeds him will also be secular,
he will not even think in Navon 's
terms, because they are a generation
apart, and the new minister will
have been raised devoid of Jewish
knowledge. The secular society
teetering on the brink of an abyss
of alienation and complete disengagement from Judaism cannot be
saved by means of a light dose of
information, while the core-the
soul of Yiddishkeit-is cast away.
There is no half-way Judaismcertainly not a third, a quarter, or
an eighth.... •
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Second Looks at the
Jewish Scene
Bernard Fryshman

"Congraduations,
Ifs All Over"
"Don't you want to see your
child walk down the
aisle?" A rhetorical question to which mywifewas undoubtedly expecting a ready "yes."
But I've learned that rhetorical
questions have veiy unrhetorical
implications. "Think it through," I
thought. . . . My mind quickly
jumped to thoughts of wedding
ceremonies, aisles, but my careful
contemplations were abruptly interrupted. 'Your daughter is graduating, don't you want to watch her
walk down the aisle?"
Actually. to tell the truth, I didn't
particularly care to. But of course
my wife wasn't really interested in
an answer (remember, 'Rhetorical
Question'?) so I ended up watching
my child and some fifty other
thirteen- and fourteen-year-old girl
children 'slink-schlepp' down the
aisle.
While they were doing so, I noticed
several of my male colleagues staring vapidly into space or aggressively reviewing the covers of the
seforim they happened to have in
hand. A veiy uncomfortable experience for me-and I suspect for
many of the others who came only
because they had been subjected to
the "Don'tyou want to see your child
Dr. Fryshman is professor of Physics at the N.Y.

Institute oflCchnology and executive director of
AARTS. His comments on the social scene arc a
frequent feature in these pages.
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tivities of the respective roles we
want our children to play. I believe
there is something askew.
Don't get me wrong. Not eveiything associated with a graduation
ceremony is bad. As my children
have progressively graduated, I have
heard enough speeches to make me
a decidedly better person. Maybe
people should have an opportunity
to speech at me: certainly there is
much about me worth speaking to.
But if that is the only saving grace
to a graduation ceremony, couldn't
we arrange a different kind of
framework within which I would be
speeched at?
WHERE DOES IT COME FROM?

walk down the aisle?" or 'What
would it look like?" strategies.
I was uncomfortable about
another feature of the evening. I
don't think it's appropriate for a
young girl to be giving diurei Torah
to an audience that includes some
veiy accomplished men. Certainly
there is nothing halachically
wrong'. But in terms of the sensil. There is nothing "wrong," period. The school
my child attends is headed by one of the world's

foremost mechanchtm who has pioneered in
making our chinuch even more Torah~dik. If
anything, this piece has to be read as a voice
from a parent saying "we're ready for more:·

!

sometimes wonder where this
whole graduation concept emanates from. Certainly, the caps
and gowns at college ceremonies
remind me of nothing other than
the garb of some of the members of
medieval churches. Our yeshivas
don't have these caps and gowns,
but is it possible that other features
have crept in from "outside
sources"?
Is this a Semicha celebration or
other rite of passage for our young
people? Have they really accomplished something by ending eight
years of school? Is this a natural
break in their development, to be

•URGENT APPEAL•
The scion of a most prominent family in Israel stands on the
threshold of marriage and his family does not have the means
to provide for the barest necessities. The illustrious scholars
of this family have for generations illuminated Kial Yisroel
with their Torah. We turn to you merciful brothers and sisters
to help lighten the burden and alleviate the suffering of this
family with your most generous contribution. Help us make
this a time of true joy for the choson and kallah. In recompense may all your simchas be complete and fulfilling. Send
your tax deductible contribution to:
~---~KEREN
Rabbi Chaim Stein
28610 Nutwood Lane
Wickliffe, OH 44092

CHAIM SHLOMO

Rabb! Henoch Leibowitz
67-18 Groton Street
Forest Hills, NY 11375

C/O:~---~

Rabbi Shmuel Feive!son
15 Meadow Lane
Monsey. NY 10952

Rabbi Shmuel Berenbaum
1795 East 7th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11223
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signified by presents and awards?
Why are parents being congratulated? It would seem to me that it's
sad enough that we are forced to
break up our schooling according to
an external structure, but must we
make a party out of it? Must we add
to the self-image and ego ofboys and
girls? Isn't this another element of
the accelerated growing-up process,
which Is so harmful to young
children?

PROFESSIONAL PHOTOS
OF

GEDOLIM
LARGEST SELECTION
3Y/' x 5'' for your collection
5" x 7" up to 16" x 20" for display

As it turned out, I had two children graduating in 1988. At one, my
over-achiever was class-president
and valedictmian. Throughout the
graduation, even while I was
troubled by the above frumkeit
questions, I admit to sitting through
the ceremonies, smugly deluding
myself in the belief that it was
normal for my child to excel, and to
be recognized for it.
My son, whose graduation ceremony took place two days later, knows
that learning is important for its
own sake; he views public marks of
distinction as being of little moment. and was completely untroubled by the fact that he would
be getting nothing more than a
figurative pat on the head. Not so
his father.
I sat through this other ceremony
fit to be tied. When my son was being
perfunctorily congratulated, I felt
the urge to call out: ''Tell them about
the six weeks you were out with

pneumonia." When some other boy
won the prize for a test on Makos,
I was bursting to tell everyone; "My
kid didn't even know about the test,
he was absent." By the end of the
evening I was a frustrated, overachieving parent, grinning foolishly
and falsely to everyone within reach.
Fortunately my son is much more
clever than I, and will (please G-d)
go on to reach his potential in Torah,
totally unfazed by this experience.
But what of the countless children
who did aspire to reach the ethereal
heights of valedictorian or award
recipient? And failed. Educators are
nervous about children being segregated into "A" and "B" classes. Yet
we take an entire graduating class
of children, stand them in front of
several hundred people, and by
excessively lauding two or three, end
up saying to all the rest, in front of
the immediate world, 'You're not as
good," 'You're not as good.''
SOME BOLD
RECOMMENDATIONS

FREEDA®
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36 E. 4lst St., Net.v York, NY 10017 (212) 685·4980
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.
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f I might be so bold to make a
few recommendations, I would
urge that if there are to be
graduation ceremonies, they be
rigidly separated by sex. Let the
fathers attend the sons' graduation
and the mothers attend the daughters'. And I would change the nature
of the ceremony Itself. If these
children are to be viewed as having
passed into a new stage, then let us
set the stage for this new stage.
Let my son sit next to me in the
audience, as the Rosh Yeshiva and
the Menahel deliver their messages.
And let the award ceremony be a
private one to which the families of
award recipients are invited, so that
recognition obtains, but embarrassment to others does not.
Let's cut down on the music, the
photos, the trappings, the gifts. Let
us try to emulate ceremonies like a
styum or a kinus, in determining
how an evening is to flow. And if I
can add a personal plea, let us not
have young girls prattling Torah in
front of talmidei chachomim. Neither my children, nor anyone else's.

------------

CITY - - - - - - - STATE, _ _ _ ZIP _ _ _

•
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An Open Letter
To My Neighbor On The Block
Dear Neighbor,
Please excuse me for using such
an impersonal means of communication. I know the proper thing to
do would be to drop over to your
house and have it out with you. But
to be quite honest, I don't really
think I could do that. So I have
chosen to "cop out" by writing this
"Open Letter" because, although I'm
not ready to confront you directly,
I'm also not willing to ignore your
reckless disregard for the safety of
others.
From the first snowfall in
December until the last freezing
days of February, the sidewalk in
front of your house is always covered
with packed snow and ice. In fact,
I don't even know if you own a snow
shovel; although judging from the
cars you drive, you undoubtedly can
afford one.
I'm not going to debate with you
about the Torah's assessment of
your liability. In my eyes, your
sidewalk constitutes a classical case
of a bor b'reshus harabbim-an
obstacle in the public domain. But
since you are a bigger talmid chacham than I am, I won't dwell on
the point.
But how can you be so callous to
the needs of others? Even if you
believe that you are not halachically
required to clear your walk, don't
you think you should do so anyway?
I have seen mothers pushing baby
carriages in the street because they
would rather take their chances
dodging cars than attempt to negotiate your icy sidewalk. I have also
heard some of the older men from
our block explain their absence in
shul by confessing that they were
too frightened of slipping on the ice
in front Qf your home (and others
like yours) to come out after a
snowstorm. And I have seen more
than one passerby actually fall on
The Jewish Obseroer, December 1988

your walk during the winter
months.
In all of these cases, the beneficiaries of your indifference had
made some choice comments: Some
simply mumbled epithets under
their breath as they picked themselves up off the sidewalk. Others let
loose a tirade of insult and condemnation that makes me shudder just
to recall. Whether they knew you
personally or not, all looked up at
your well-kept house and cursed its
owner.

Now, even if you'll tell me that you
don't care what other people think
of you, aren't you the least bit
concerned for the chillul HaShem?
Our non-Jewish neighbor, Mr.
Moreno, has probably accepted the
fact by now that his Jewish neighbors will never manage to clear their
sidewalks as efficiently and thoroughly as he does. After all, he has
a back-up team of three sons who

seem to be occupied all day with
nothing more than washing their
cars. But what do you think he says
about you? I'll tell you. I overheard
him remarking to one of his sons
the other day when both had their
heads under the hood of a car so
they didn't notice me passing: "That
lazy Jew on the block is the only one

FE IVEL
KIRSHENBAUM
Ph.D.
Registered Investment Adviser

MONEY
MANAGEMENT
Fee only.
No sales
or commissions.

(914) 352-1919

AN URGENT REMINDER
FROM
CHEVRA DOR YESHORIM
YOUNG PEOPLE OF MARRIAGEABLE AGE MUST BE TESTED
in order to prevent the scourge of Tay-Sachs disease from striking the next
generation, 1n accordance with the directives of the Gedolei Hadar.

SCHOOLS and YESHIVOS:
Please call 718-384-2332 if you are
interested in having testing done for students.
Genetic counseling is also available.
Call for an appointment:
(718) 384-6060 or (914) 783-1370
Confidentiality assured.

CHEVRA DOR YESHORIM, INC.
160 Wilson Street, 1-B, Brooklyn, NY 11211
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who never clears his walk. Who the
__ does he think he is?!"
Now, I realize that you're not
exactly in Olympic condition and
you have no teenage sons at home.
But how much would It cost for you
to sprinkle a little salt on your
sidewalk? A generous supply of salt
for the entire winter would cost you
far less than the difference between
your striking esrog and a simply
kosher one.
Certainly, I am not beyond
reproach. My sidewalk is usually
clear, but my slate is surely not. That
is why I have not signed this letter
to you. I'm just not qualified to give
anyone any mussar.
But I had to call this to your
attention. And now 1plead with you
to make some effort to clear the
sidewalk in front of your house, if
not for all the reasons mentioned,
then for the sake of your family.
The Gemora relates that the
mother of the kohein gadol provided food and clothing for the
unintentional murderers living in
the arei hamiklat--<0lties of refuge
(see Makos 1 la). Since their release
from gal us was contingent upon the
death of the kohein gadol, they
would naturally pray for his
untimely demise. To protect her son
from the effects of these tefillos, she
would bestow her generosity on
inhabitants of the arei hamiklat
with the intention of discouraging
such prayers. Don't you think you
owe it to your parents and children
to do what you can to protect
yourself from the curses and condemnation of others? If the mother
of the kohein gadol did not want
to rely on her son's own merits,
should you feel impervious to the
censure of your neighbors?
AvrohomAvinu provided food and
lodging for travelers just so that they
would come to bless HaShem. With
even a minimal effort to clear your
sidewalk, you will prevent a chillul
HaShem, and those who pass by our
block will bless you. But even if they
don't, I will ... and from the bottom
of my heart.
Sincerely,
Your neighbor on the block.

afew houses down
the same side of the street
The Jewish Obseroer, December 1988

''THE MOST POWERFUL
ACCOUNT YET OF THE
HOWCAUST''
and how one
extraordinary
man survived it.
Rav Yechezkal Harfenes' remarkable journal
made headlines in the Hebrew press when it was
first published in Eretz Yisrael. Among readers already weary of Holocaust tales, Slingshot of Hell
struck a fresh cord and moved and inspired
people from all walks of life.
The basis of all this unprecedented excitement is a powerfully written, unforgettably
dramatic tale of a man of faith confronting the
vast forces and implacable hatred of Nazi Amalek.
Witness to the tragic deaths of his wife and three
of his children, Rav Harfenes remained unbroken

by the Nazi hell and withstood relentless
brutality, starvation, and torture. When he was
liberated, he discovered that one son and one
daughter had survived a churban which had martyred l 28 of 141 family members.
For all of its horror, Slingshot of Hell establishes an immediate rapport with the reader. It is
above all the story of a victory, a victory
measured not by the battles won but by the
mitzvot kept. It is the victory of a man who never
forgot, despite the Nazi efforts to prove to the
contrary, that he was created b'tzelem Elokim.

SLINGSHOT OF HELL
Rav Yechezkel Harfenes
Distributed by: Philipp Feldheim Inc.
200 Airport Executive Park
Spring Valley, N.Y. 10977
TOLL FREE (800) 237 -7149

TARGUM PRESS

Enjoy chicken the way it should be ...grown slowly and
naturally without growth stimulants or artificial ingredients
and processed with care to the highest kosher standards.
Empire Kosher still takes the extra time and care.
All-natural Empire Kosher is specially
packaged and shipped fresh daily for the
best in natural freshness. So good, you
can taste the delicious difference in
every tender bite. Empire Kosher.
Pure. Clean. Lean. Why settle for less!

All·natural Empire Kosher poultry ts packaged for freshness and shipped
daily to finer kosher butchers, delicatessens and supermarkets nationwide.
For the very best, specify genuine Empire Kosher.

The Most Trusted Name in Kosher Poultry

1-800-EMPIRE-4

BOOKS

The Accused, by Mayer Bendet

(Bash-Moznaim, Brooklyn. 1987,
$14.95).
A novel in two volumes, this raises

the same question, though for
different reasons. This exciting
stoiy about the disintegration and
final reunion of a Jewish family in
New York conveys many important
and valuable lessons. Yet it. too,
introduces the young readers to a
world that is not theirs-the violence and cruelty that is found in
a big city peopled by Mafia characters and other shady individuals,
fought by the officers of the law. Of
course, violence and evildoers
appear in evety historical novelbut in this book, because of the
contemporaty setting and realistic
description, and the dominant place
they occupy, the reader will experience them in a veiy concrete and
direct way. Vety well Written. this
novel has a powerful Impact; but it
is not for eveiy youngster.

New Books
For Youth
The Mystery of the Missing Bar
Mltzvah Gift, by Eliezer Gevirtz,
illustrated by Y.E. Taub (Feldheim,

New York-Jerusalem, 1987, $9.95
h.c,, $7.95 p.b.).
This is the second book about
Blnyamln Lauer-student at Yeshivas Ahavas Torah and master detective. It combines an exciting
stoty with effective teaching about
not seeking ostentatious indulgence and about the real meaning
of becoming Bar Mitzvah. Rabbi
Gevirtz has succeeded in helping his
readers understand true values
without preaching about them. The
temptation to disregard them Is all
too real in actual life-but Binyamin
and his friends find not only the
missing gift, but also a better
understanding of what is worthwhile to pursue In life.
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Shira's Summer and Shira's New
Start, by Libby Lazewnik (Feld-

Search My Heart, by Sarah Bimhack (Bash-Moznaim, Brooklyn,

heim, New York-Jerusalem, 1988,
$12.95 h.c,, $9.95 p.b.).

1986. $14.95 h.c.).

These two books trace the experiences of a young girl who moves
with her family to a suburban neighborhood. the problems she faces,
and her new found maturity and
sense of responsibility as she tries
to cope with them. The reader will
find warmth, excitement. and inspiration. Shira's adventures are largely concerned with her relationship to Dawn, an irreligious girl.
who is drawn into Shira's family and
way of life. For children that only
know the sheltered world of their
own family and Beth Jacob, the
realistic glimpse into Dawn's vety
different world provided in these
books, will be something outside of
their experience. But the young
reader who is exposed to American
life at large will be moved by Shira's
experiences, not only to value her
Yiddishkeit, but to seek to share its
blessings with others.

This Is a book that not only
provides a glance at a world alien
to our children, but actually has as
its heroine a teen-ager who-as the
stoiy develops-slowly makes her
way from a life characterized by
boyfriends, pleasure-seeking and
total lack of Jewishness to the world
of Torah and mitzvos. The stoty Is
a thinly-veiled adaptation of the
drama of Yossele Schumacher. the
little boy kidnapped from Jerusalem
to save his Yiddishkeit and the
author has succeeded in building a
most gripping and suspenseful tale
around it. While the non-religious
characters in the book are depicted
as rather negative stereo-types, the
heroine is drawn with feeling and
insight not always found in books
of this type. Yet because this insight
makes her so real, it is even more
important for parents to decide
whether they want their child to be
exposed to Laura's experiences.
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through the haze of historical distance and diluted by the warmth of
Jewish living conveyed by many
scenes in the book, they help create
a sense of pride and inspiration
rather than of picaresque
adventure.

Growing With Daniel, by the
Seniors of Bais Yaakov Academy
{distributed by Feldheim, New
York-Jerusalem, 1987, $9.95 h.c.,
$7.95 p.b.).
This is a collection of lively tales
about a loveable little boy, Daniel
Wise. They teach Torah values and
the joy of doing mitzvos. The inevitable problem faced by the writers
of such stories consists in making
their point without picturing their
heroes as little angels too good to
be true. Well-written and developed,
the stories in this volume sidestep
this problem in good measure by
focusing on the development of
m!ddos in real-life situations.

Above The Bottom Line, by Hanoch
Teller (N.Y.C. Pub!. Co., N Y., 1988,
$15.98 h.c.)

This is a collection of stories whose
theme is integrity-honesty in
speech and action, social relations
and business. Coming from the pen
of a master story teller, they will
appeal to teenagers as well as grown
ups-and, in the process, sensitize
the reader to the halachic and
ethical imperative obligation to
practice the standards of honesty
set by the Torah. Rabbi Teller follows
the pattern set in his previously
published Courtrooms of the Mind
by projecting halacha through the
medium of stories that are sure to
make a deep impression upon the
reader. To make sure that the image
is properly understood, this volume
carries a halachic forward by Rabbi
Pam, Rosh Yeshiva of Mesifta Torah
Vodaas. and brief piskei halacha by
Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Auerbach,
clarifying the halachic issues raised
by each story. Truly a most enjoyable
way of learning!

Rabbi and Priest, by Milton Goldsmith, retold by Y.B. Arrarat (Targum
Press, Southfield, Michigan, 1988,
$12.95).
An exci Ung, historical novel based

on the true story of a Russian
Jewish family, told here by one of
its descendants. While the plot of
this novel will keep the reader in
utter suspense, he will also learn
about Jewish life under the Czar,
and the suffering and the mesiras
nefesh that characterized that
period. This tale, too, has pain and
violence-but somehow, filtered
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•Tour B · "l51'ae10ffthe Beaten Path" a 2nd year program
•Tour C · "Masmidim Touring Program" providing a more
intense teaming program combined with superb touring

Ihln·11akeour word lor ii. ask the lhousands al happy youngsters whCI over the past 211 years have joined us for
lhe greatest. mos! enjnyable. exciting and memorable summer in their livest
For Jree color brochure and !lmerary cal! or wri1e
Camp S de1 Chemed ln1ernahonal Rabbi E11 Te11elbaum Execuhve D1rec1or
\61843rd Street Brooklyn NY 11204 (718] 6331909
or Rabbi Moshe Gonesman Director ol Tours 151617645834
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A Time to Live, by Chana Stavsky
Rubin, (C.I.S. Publications, Lakewood, N.J. $14.95)

This ls a book with which to curl
up. It is packed with both a fastpaced adventure and a girl's poignant search for Truth and her own
identity. Marian Asher, on the
"threshold of adulthood," is collegebound, while her almost-finance (a
non.Jew) is medical school-bound.
She has had a minimal exposure to
her Orthodox grandfather's principles, but his death catapults her into
a journey that spans time and
cultures: American circa 1970 and
German circa 1942, Jewish and
Gentile. She then begins to confront
her well-organized life. She questions the validity of the values with
which she has grown up, even to the
point of their jeopardizing her
relationships with peers, and especially with that of her parents-who
came to America after the War,
hoping to bury the past by blending
into the common culture ofAmerica.
Marian has always sensed the
estrangement of her father from his
own father. Her search for a stronger
sense of Jewish identity at first
alienates her father further by
opening old wounds for him; but in
the end, her gentleness and courage
facilitate his return. Marian's conflicts, contradictions and vaccilations are highlighted by her
"chance" encounters with antisemitism on the one hand, and
sincerity of Torah-observant Jews
on the other.
For some reason, Mrs. Rubin
infuses the story with unexpected
turns, which supposedly move the
action forward. but instead complicate the already exciting story-line,
and might better have been saved
for a sequel. Certainly, the overall
plot and psychological drama are
sufficient to keep the reader
enthralled. The only points where
the novel dips are when the author
tries- perhaps a bit too hard-to
instruct the heroine (and also the
reader?) with pedantic references to
Orthodox practices, thereby losing
some of the intrinsic freshness of
The Jewish Observer, December 1988

these experiences. Notwithstanding. this work of fiction contains
much that rings true on the personal level in the experiences of a
ba 'al teshuva. As such. this exciting
story speaks to that side of each of
us that thirsts for adventure. while
validating our own life choices by
allowing us to see the inner beauty
through the eyes of an outsideror new beginner.
-reviewed by Lisa M. Herman

A Story A Day. by G. Sefer (Mesorah
Pub!.. Brooklyn. 1988, $13.95 h.c.,
$ 10.95 p.b.)
This work. originally published in
Hebrew. and here translated by S.
Weinbach and illustrated by M.
Bardugo. represents a most interesting concept: it offers a story (or,
sometimes. more than one) for each
day of the Jewish calendar. A
response to the daily plea of our
children to "tell us a story," the
stories and reminiscences in this
volume are culled from our heritage,
from ancient times to our days. and
there is always a connection to the
date under which they are offered:
it may be the yahrzeit of the story's
hero, or the date on which it actually
happened. There are Talmudic and
Midrash stories, tales, biographic
stories of gedolei YisroeL Not all will
be of equal interest to the readers:
Thus the Chanuka story will be
familiar to all of them. whereas the
encounter between Rabbi Aaron
Kotler and Henry Morgenthau will
rivet their attention. However. most
stories are of the latter nature. and
everybody will find inspiration
galore. The present volume covers
the months of Kislev and Teves, and
we look forward to the volumes to
follow. This reviewer would like to
find in them one additional feature:
the sources for the stories told (in
the present volume they are only
given for Talmud and Midrash
stories): this would be of definite
value. Also, on page 50 there is some
confusion about the dates of Herod's
rule, probably due to a typographical
error: this should be corrected In a
future edition.
The Jewish Observer. December 1988
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HALACHOS
OFNIDDAH
has finally arrived.
LAWS OF

nipnii1

(Conduct and Restrictions During the Niddah Period)

HALACHOS OF NIDDAH PART II
includes all the features for which
Rabbi Eider's seforim are so well known:
• a practical and thorough treatment of the subject.
• clarity of style and presentation to facilitate
study and comprehension.
• a complete table of contents and four
comprehensive indices for easy reference.
• a text that is uniquely geared to scholar and
s tu dent alike.
• extensive footnotes and references in Hebrew.
• a must for every Jewish home!
In addition, this volume also contains a 44 page
English addendum with over 150 additional halachos
(based on contemporary responsa) culled from the
Hebrew footnotes.

SPECIAL PREPUBLICATION PRICE
$13.95 hardcover
$11.95 paperback
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references for the text. All in all, this
is a most important and masterful
work, and we look forward eagerly
to future volumes that will complete
the halachos of Niddah.
Student Edition of Halachos of
Tefillin, by Rabbi Shimon D. Eider

(Lakewood, 1988 $10.95 h.c., $8.95
p.b.)

Books on Halacha

HalachosOfNiddah, Vol. II. by Rabbi
Shimon D. Eider, (Lakewood, 1988,
dist. by Feldheim Pub!.. $13.95 h.c.,
$11.95 p.b.)
This volume, which deals with the
halachic restrictions that apply to
the times when a woman is a
Niddah, follows the pattern so effec·
tively developed by the author: very

I JUST RELEASED!
I
-·····--·'-·J
L.-..- •. -:..•..: ...•.

clear and succinct statement of the
halachos. with each subject broken
down into brief paragraphs, cross·
referenced wherever necessary, and
with a detailed table of contents and
index. However, a number of impor·
tant innovations mark this volume.
In line with the author's aim to
make this a text for study, rather
than a source for psak halacha, he
has included the Hebrew text of the
sections of the Tur and Shulchan
Aruch that deal with the subject of
this volume. There is also included
a summary of halachos not in·
eluded in the text but discussed in
the voluminous Hebrew footnotes
that explain and provide source

Discover when and how a non-Jew
may be asked to work on Shabbos

The Sanctity of Shabbos
0111:>).I) ni)>JN n1:>7n
By Rabbi Simcha Bunim Cohen
Author of the Radiance of Shabbos
A comprehensive guide to activities vvhich one n1ay
or mav not ask a Gentile to do on the Shabbos or
Yorn Tov. Learn how to deal \Vith maids, malfunctioning heating systems, what to do in the event
of illness, etc. Including never-before-published
responsa from the Gadol Hador, Hagaon Rav
Moshe Feinstein ~,,~t
Available al vour local Hebre1,y bookston· or direct from distributor:
In the NY area call 718-377-0049 /out of NY contact CIS Distributors,
180 Park Avenue, Likcwood, NJ 08701 (201) 905-3000
UK: CIS International 01-809-3723 1 brae]· 02-529-226
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This book presents the material
contained in Rabbi Eider's Hala·
chos of Tefillin, but in a style suit·
able for younger users, for whom
this subject is of particular impor·
tance. The Hebrew footnotes and
source references were omitted, and
the Hebrew terms and phrases in
the text are fully punctuated. The
end result is a work that is a very
real help in teaching Bar Mitzva
boys and others unfamiliar with
these halachos.
It should also be noted that the
Halachos of Pesach, which Rabbi
Eider originally published in a
series of pamphlets (reviewed at that
time in JO), have been reissued in
two volumes, which has made it
much easier for the user to take full
advantage of the material offered.
Bar /Bat Mitzvah And Beyond, by
Rabbi Nachman Cohen (Torah
Lishmah Institute. Yonkers, 1988,
$15.95 h.c.)
This is another work aimed prim·
arily at the youngster preparing to
assume the duties of a Jewish adult.
The fact that, in title and content,
it address itself to both boys and
girls, speaking of Bar Mitzvah and
Bat Mitzvah, may-at first glanceevoke a negative response: after all,
the public observance of a girl's
coming of age has been brought to
us by the Reform movement. How·
ever, the reader soon realizes that
the book is not primarily about
celebrations but about the meaning
and obligations involved in reaching
the age of mitzvos, and the need to
prepare for it. Thus. a large part of
the book is devoted to discussion of
the 613 precepts and their proper
observance, with a special section
The Jewish Obseroer. December 1988

on how they apply to women. (There
is also a most valuable chapter
explaining the Thirteen Principles
of Faith.) Of course, the Bar Mitzvah
celebration is discussed in detail.
with aliyah. kriah. and se'udas
mitzva; but it is made very clear that
a girl's coming of age has always
been a private family matter.
There are many other useful
sections in this book. making it
indeed a comprehensive manual for
youngsters and their parents. What
is particularly worthy of note is the
skill with which the author explains
and interprets the halachic information provided for his readers. so
that his work can serve (and find
acceptance from) a wider public that
may not be attuned to strict halachic observance (it is presumably for
this circle of readers that he offers
several "solutions" to the problem
of two boys aspiring to Maftir).
Rather surprisingly. the author
brings the controversy about
whether Bar Mitzvah age is reached
at the beginning of the birthday or
at the time of the day when the
youngster was born. and recommends taking both views into
account (on the other hand. in his
excellent chapter on giving tzedaka.
he only brings the view that ma·aser
is a tenth and does not mention the
view that a fifth should be given).
This is a work that should find the
widest possible circulation.
DIGEST ()F MEFORSHIM

~tnp? in:i

'Dip?

7"YI "lllti7K 7K1r.!tu l";"t."ll'tb
Availa.blirat

LBKUTBI
clo Yitzchok Rosenberg
10 West 47th Streeti 'Room 503
New York, NY 1003_6
(212) 719·1717

20 Volumes on Turah, Perek,
Med rash, Megilos and 'llllmud.
Proceeds of Sales distrlbuted
amon'g Yeshi\lris :and u'sed for

reprinting of Volumes OUt·:of-print
PRICI!: $8.00 l>ER VOLUME

Bikur Cholim and The Complete
Yizkor Handbook, by Rabbi Aaron
Levine (Toronto, 1987. $9.95 h.c ..
$6.95 p.b.-per volume)
These two volumes are part of a
series of Mitzvah Manuals published by Zichron Meir Publications.
They contain all the halachos
involved but, beyond that, provide
a full discussion of the meaning and
importance of their subject. The
volume on Bikur Cholim also features a number of prayers for the
sick. taken from classical Jewish
writings such as the Shaloh. and
practical suggestions on how to
start a Bikur Cholim organization,
as well as a list of such organizations
all over North America. In the
volume on Yizkor, the author traces
the history of this Minhag and its
deeper meaning and purpose, as
well as giving the text (in Hebrew
and English) and the relevant halachos. The Yizkorlight and the giving
of tzedaka are also discussed. The
author takes note of the fact that
tragically. for many people Yizkor
has become the sum-total of their
religious observance, and stresses
that he addresses his book particularly to them, so that the lessons
and reflections on the true meaning
of this minhag may help lead them
to an understanding of what our
sacred heritage is all about.

AMERICAN RELIGIOUS
PHYSICIAN
serving in the heart of Geula,
Jerus~lem, desperately requires finafi·
cial support for diagnostic machinery
and international. computer .medical
update, thereby avoiding unnecessary
hos-pitaHzation,, _senseless bureaucratic
delay, and even death threatening situations among Yeshiva boys and general
Bnei Torah.
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Per person in a double room.
$ 53 per single room.
Child in room free.
Price includes full Israeli breakfast
15% service charge to be added.

•
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Minimum
nights or more. stay at
either or both hotels,
valid until February 28th 1989

* Rooms

all beautifully
furnished.
• ColOr T.V. - Video individual heating
controls.

• In Jerusalem - Free shuttle to
western wall.

Dont be misled by hotel
adverts with bidden

extras or required add ons.
Read the small print.

Ramada hotels are best
value In Israel

Urgently contact~

Dr. A• Y. Spivak
General B.e3.lth ·center
Chagai Street, 34
Jerusalem, Israel
Tel.972·2-382-988 (Home)

Contact your local travel agent or
Ramada U.S.A.
'Ir 1-800-228-9898, or
201-587-1414

Tax status·avai1able.
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FAMOUS

THE DAIRY RESTAURANT

~
-t-t

Cholov Yisroel • Shomer Shabbos
Under the Supervision of
Kha! Adath Jeshurun
Open for Breakfast
Luncheon and Dinner
Catenng • Parties • .Meetings
222 West 72nd Street
(212) 595-8487

MAKOS

REVIEW
With Q & A, 96 Pages
• To help you review your learning
in an organized manner.
• Free sample if you are teaching
this mesechta.
Send $6.00 to
YESHIVA FUND
Box 82, SJ., N.Y. 10309
or Goldberger
27 Pines Street
Jerusalem, ISRAEL

The Guide to The Maaser Forms, by
Rabbi Yechezkel Feldberger. in
conjunction with Nachum Blumenfrucht C.PA (2nd edition, Brooklyn,
1986, $2.95, p.b.)

This is a work of outstanding
creativity and practicality. Complying with the mitzva of giving
ma'aser (one-tenth of one's income
to tzeddaka} does not only require
a readiness to fulfill this obligation,
it also means overcoming formidable difficulties in determining how
much money one is obligated to give
away. We all know the difficulty in
calculating our taxes and the similarity between the calculations
required in either case led Rabbi
Feldberger to design two ma 'aser
forms modelled after the I.RS. tax
return forms. The simpler form lists
all kinds of income subject to
ma 'aser (footnotes explain what is
to be included in each category); the
more elaborate form follows the
exact pattern of I.RS. Form 1040,
so that one can transfer the figures
from his tax return directly to the
ma'aser form after making whatever adjustments are required by
the differences between I.RS. rules
and, lehavdil, halachic requirements (spelled out in the footnotes).
These forms come as part of a guide

which discusses all the aspects of
giving ma'aser, including·a number
of points on which different halachic opinions exist; while pointing
out these differences, the author
suggests in each case which opinion
should be followed in practice.
Detailed footnotes, in Hebrew, provide sources and background information. Easy to follow, this manual
is sure to further the punctilious
observance of this mitzva.
Tevilath Kelim, by Rabbi Zvi Cohen
(Targum Press, Southfield, Mich ..
1988, $12.95 h.c.)

This is a comprehensive guide to the
subject, adapted from the author's
original encyclopedic Hebrew work
(It should be noted that the footnotes. too, are presented in English
and provide the student of this work
with supplementary information
and references.) Though not as
elaborate as the Hebrew edition, this
volume literally touches on all the
questions one might encounter in
practice; of particular interest is the
last chapter which lists all conceivable vessels and objects. and discusses their status as far as tevilah
is concerned. The reader will find
this book an indispensable guide to
proper practice.

MATANA

GALLERY
4~06 18th Ave.
Brooklyn, N.Y. (718) 8Sl-4441l

Jewish hooks, Judaica, Taleisirn
Mezuz,os, personalized TaUs hags,

Tefili,,bag;, YannulknsandC/wlah
covers, records and tape:•;, lucite,

silver, semi-precious stones and ~i.rold
jewelry.
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Mourning Over Churban, by Rabbi
Yosef Yisroel Grossman (2nd
expanded edition, Jerusalem, 1988,
Feldheim Pub!., $4.50, p.b ).

This booklet. which carries the
haskama of the author's Rosh
Hayeshiva, Rabbi Yaakov Yitzchak
Ruderman. '='"!ft, contains two moving essays by the author on how to
understand and fully to enter into
our obligation to mourn over the
destruction of the Beis Hamikdash
It is also includes a Kinah by Rav
Shimon Schwab on the Churban
Europe, and rulings by Rabbi Moshe

printed on the back cover and can
very easily be misunderstood.'With
machshava, halacha can become
Agadda, and Agadda can become
halacha!" Bialik, in a famous (or,
better, infamous) essay on the
subject, spoke ofAgadda jelling into
halacha when the time called for
it, and likewise halacha dissolving
intoAgadda. Of course, this was not
meant here-but it is important to
clearly reiterate at all times Rabbi
S.R. Hirsch's emphasis that halacha serves as a source from which
to draw Agadda, but never becomes
Agadda-and Agadda never ever
determines halacha.

Feinstein 7 11 :::n concerning the obser-

vance of the Three Weeks. Rabbi
Grossman points out that there was
no intention to provide a comprehensive digest of all the applicable
laws; perhaps it should also have
been stressed that there are differences of practice even on a number
of the rulings brought, in part
indicated in the footnotes, and
everyone should conduct himself
according to the directions of his
Kehilla or Rav. It would also be
useful if a future edition contained
a summary of the laws and practices
in memory of the Churban that
apply during the rest of the year.
Even without this, however, this
pamphlet will undoubtedly help to
strengthen our awareness of the
Churban and of its meaning for us.
This reviewer would only like to add
a comment on a phrase in the
author's preface, which is also

To Comfort the Living, by Rabbi
Moshe Goldberger (Box 82, Staten
Island, 1986, $3.95, p.b.)
This valuable pamphlet provides a
brief statement of the rules of bikur
cholim and of aveilus, from the last
moments of life through the year of
mourning, to serve as a useful guide:
the author stresses, however, that
it is essential to consult with Torah
authorities. Beyond the halachic
points mentioned. Rabbi Goldberger offers Torah insights on life
and death, the meaning of suffering,
the right way of mourning, and
related topics; of particular interests
is a letter to mourners, translated
and reprinted from Rabbi Wolbe's
Aley Shur.

Very useful. too, is the author's
pamphlet on Birkas Hamazon
(Staten Island, 1988. $4.95, p.b.),

which offers a point-by-point commentary on the four brachos of
Birkas Hamazon. Even though they
are recited so very often, their exact
meanings and lessons are rarely
given thought. Hence the author
included the Hebrew text. spaced
out and with pointers to enhance
concentration on the meaning of
each phrase. This is truly an ideal
Bents her.
The Sanctity Of Shabbos, by Rabbi
Simcha Bunim Cohen (Lakewood.

1988, $11.95 h.c., $8.95 p.b.)
This volume is a comprehensive
guide to what one may or may not
have a gentile do for a Jew on
Shabbos or Yorn Tov. This is a
subject of concern to every Shomer
Shabbbos, but due to its complexity,
there is a vast amount of confusion
about it. The author has therefore
rendered an exceptional service by
preparing this work. In eleven sections he clearly and concisely states
the general rules as well as their
practical application-in the private
home. as well as in shul, in business,
in the hospital and other special
situations. Hebrew footnotes on
each page provide sources and
elaboration, as do a number of
appendices dealing with various
halachic ramifications. An introductory overview of the whole subject. by Rabbi S. E. Brog, and a
detailed index round off a most
valuable work.

Not just a cheese,
a tradition ...
Haolam, the most trusted name in Cholov Yisroel Kosher Cheese. A reputation earned
through 25 years of scrupulous devotion to quality and kashruth. With 12 delicious
varieties. Haolam, a tradition you'll enjoy keeping.

Haolam.
THURM BROS. WORLD CHEESE CO.. INC., NEW YORK, N.Y.
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IF ONLY
Hillel Goldberg
.

CHANUKAH,FUEL
ANDCLAL
Dear Friend:
The holiday of Chanukah celebrates Jewish triumph-not just
the Maccabee victoiy in war, but the
miracle of Judaism successfully
meeting the challenge of the great
culture of Hellenism and the open
society of those days. The victoiy
was made possible by a three-way
coalition: traditional Jews, Jews
making a creative integration of
Judaism and some of the best
elements of Hellenistic culture, and
assimilating Jews who turned back
to the community.
Today American Jews are hying
to structure a similar miracle.
CI.AL's program represents the bold
thinking and new forms of leadership education, combined with
coalition building between all Jews
that is needed to perform this
modem miracle....
RABBI IRVING GREENBERG
President

as dreaming ...
If only I had an opportunity to
[
hink, really just sit and think,
without the press of obligation;
If only I had the ability to put out
of my mind, really empty it, of financial and business concerns;
If only I could spend some time
with my family on a regular basis;
If only I could forget. even temporarily, the teacher, competitor, or
detractor who causes me grief;
If only I could escape the insistent
ringing of the telephone, not just
when I'm out, or when I think it's
safe or necessaiy to tum on my
answering machine, but periodically;
If only I could figure out who I
really am, what makes a difference
to me-could steadily reevaluate
life's direction without being flaky;
If only I could sense something of
the beauty of this world, not just
occasionally on a vacation or ski
Hillel Goldberg is the editor of Denver's Intermountain Jewish News. where this essay first

appeared, and author of numerous books on
Jewish themes, most recently: The Fire Within,
on leaders of the Mussar Movement.

trip, but on a regular basis without
feeling guilty for stealing the time
or, alternatively, feeling guilty for not
having the discipline to do what I
am supposed to do;
If only I could look out at the world
and feel completely at harmony with
it;
If only I could add a dimension
to my existence, by increasing my
ability to sing or dance or listen or
laugh;
If only I could shake the depression or self-doubt that sometimes
grips me;
If only I could feel at one with
people, unconcerned about whether
I was better or more successful or
respected than they, or whether
they were better or more successful
or respected than me;
If only I could locate the design,
the purpose to this crazy world of
ours, with its wars and jealousies
and sicknesses and other sufferings;
If only I could get things into perspective, know what is important,
worth bothering about, what is unimportant, not worth trifling with;
Ifonly I could unravel the meaning
within life's mysteries, could know
how they reigned within a larger
Mysteiy.
If only?
I need not dream.
All my wishes are available.
Shabbos.

(from ajund-ratsing letter for Cl.AL. which ts
dedicated to building a coalition between
Orthodox. Conservative, Reform and Reconstmctiontst Judaism. as equal partners)

• • •

At least CI.AL is open in whom it
identifies with in the historic battle
between the Maccabees and the
Hellenists- both! ... but we thought
that the Hellenists had lost.

at The R' Chaim E/iezer Gluck z"/

Camp Agudah Midwest

BIG

APPLE
COi'>' PRINTING
&

CENTER
fJ7 NASSAU SI.
NEW YORK, NY 1003$
(212) 962·42E2

South Haven, Michigan
GIRLS: JUNE 26-JULY 24 I BOYS: JULY 26-AUGUST 22
Minimum Age- 9 Years

Early registration is suggested.

CAMP OFFICE: Rabbi Chaim Gross
AGUDATH ISRAEL OF ILLINOIS
3555 W. Peterson-Suite 109, Chicago, IL 60659

(312) 478-7472 / (312) 743-0959

(212) 267-9478
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4916 13th Ave., B'klyn, N.Y. 11219
(718) 854-2911

Special J.O.
Discount
• How to Achieve Wealth the
Torah Way-$2.00
• Lessons from Birkas
Hamazon-$2.00
• Review Second Perek of Bava
Metzia-$3.50
• Thanking and Singing To
Hashem-$4.50
• To Comfort the Living-$2.50
All 5 booklets for $13.00
Yeshiva Fund
Box82

Staten Island, N.Y. 10309

BEISSOROH
SCHENIERER
Seminary
The Committee are now
planning their buildinll
programme for the forthcominll
academic year beginning ELUL
5749. Application forms are now
available from the office. For
further particulars please
contact the office.
460 Bury New Road
Salford M7 OHL. ENGLAND
Tel. 061 792 7770 I 061 792 0287
Rabbi J, W. k~I Manchester Rosh Yeshiva
Head of Vaad HaChinuch
Rabbi Y. Marmorstein. Principal
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A BOOK OF THE PEOPLE, BY
THE PEOPLE, ..

To the Editor:
As a faculty yearbook coordinator
for a few years, I was extremely im·
pressed with the issues Dr. Fiyshman raised in his article, "A Book
for the People of the Book" (Jan. '88).
Here is my side of the stoty.
·
The subject 'Writing" may be a
headache for most teachers. It happens to be my favorite! It is a chance
to spend time with the students,
helping each individual express herself in her unique way. In my experience (and I must admit. I am far
from an expert in the field) 99% of
my students have produced and
succeeded. Eveiy corrected paper
has a positive comment on it, but
there is no greater motivation for a
student than to see her work published. I make a point of typing
excerpts of my students' writing and
distributing copies to the class.

SINGLE &. DOUBLE
BREASTED MEN'S SUITS

SILBIGER'S

Letters
to the
Editor
When yearbook season approaches in many schools, however, this
purpose is defeated because friends
and relatives of the graduate get into
the act. (I didn't get an article in my
own yearbook:, but managed to get
one in years later when 1wrote something for an acquaintance of mine.)
Often, students aren't encouraged
or advised by teachers as to how or
what they should write. Many times,
it's their peers who decide whether
an article is fit for publication. Can
they offer guidance, or advice for
improvement?
And then there's the cty of"No one
is handing in any decent articles!"
We have a medium (and an expensive one) without a message. The
completed yearbook is the work of
a vety few and not truly representative of the committee members
who are listed under their respective
titles.
I suggest that teachers in junior
high or high school work with the

B"H

SEEWALD'S
ALL MAKES
&MODELS

• Slacl<s
• Rainwear
• All Wool Coats
• Sports Jacl<ets
Unbelievable Prices
1769 51 St., Brool<lyn, NY
(718) 854·1196
Mon.-Thurs. / 11 :oo-9:oo

Everybody Drives
A Used Car!

Silbiger Suits You Best

(718) 604-CARS
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girls to develop their writing skills
and save their best compositions.
making the yearbook a cumulative
project rather than a two-three
month mad dash to make the deadline. We should also come to terms
With our students' abilities. If "no
one knows how to write," either
teach them how or don't publish. On
several yearbooks I read, some of the
articles are beyond my reading
comprehension, and others-usually the feature-seem so silly that
they are hardly flt to print)
We may not have settled the
problem of where to get the funds
from .... Why not have the kids raise
money through sales, carnivals,
etc.? B'ut, at least, let the yearbook
be a publication with a purpose.
Let's make sure the students and
parents are getting what they are
paying for.
HINDYKVIAT
Brooklyn, NY

REQUEST FOR BACK ISSUES

To the Editor:
The packet of articles that you
composed on the topic of Conser-

vatism and Reform, which were
published over the years in The
Jewish Obseroer, was extremely
useful. It provided the right expertise and insights for "know how to
respond to the apikorus."
It is astounding how the articles
"prophesized," almost to the detail,
how the deterioration would progress step by step; predictions
published In 1973 came true by
1983. Around '73. It was a question
of counting women in a mtnyan
leading to ordination of womenand it did. There are many innocent
lay people in Conservative and
Reform congregations who do not
know the other side at all-not even
the bare fundamentals. Now is the
time for basics, for enlightenment
on this subject
I suggest that the public be
Informed of the availability of such
packets of articles.

Rabbi Friedman's request was for documentation
of tl1ejallactes ef Conservative and Reform Judaism
This was met wtth a "packet" ronststtng qf eight attl.
c/es published tn The Jewish Observer between May.

In time of illness. surgery or
crisis, special prayers will be

recited at the Western Wall and
at our Yeshiva in Jerusalem.
CALL 24 HOURS

(betWt>t.•n

Ave. R & S)

Brooklyn. N_Y. 11229
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LOST & FOUND
To announce an object found
Please Call: (718) 436-4999
To find out if your object was
found Please Call: 718 438-0592

A FREE PUBLIC SERVICE OF
The American Rabbi Meir
Baal Haness Charity

KOLEL AMERICA
·.> '·-;;··> /\',-. •<·,··.-./··

>Bil. J3it:NitoN
SOR6fZI<lN
Nl':S'l'ATEl..ICENSED

IDEAL FOR FRUM COUPLE
OR FAMILY
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BAYLA GEWlltTZMAN
1869 E1st 12th Sttl'l't

(718) 871-4111

• 3 Bedrooms
• Private Pool
• Fully Stocked Pantry with
Kosher Groceries
• Fulltime Staff of Two
• Car with driver

Call For Free Brochure
(718) 336-2760

(718) 645-4765
(718) 336-3236

1972.and May, 1985.

TO JERUSALEM

SECWDED
OCEANFRONT
VILLA ON
TROPICAL ISLAND

FINE MEN'S AND BOY'S TIES
At Substantial Savings

RABBIAVROHOMABBA FRIEDMAN
Asst Prine. Yeshiva Beth Yehuda
Soutlifield. Michigan

HOTLINE

BllAX

Flatbush Tie and Belt Center

132 Nassau St., N.Y., N.Y. 10038

ADtJt'l'S
AND
CHILDREN
(718) 26tP1151
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An ArtScroll for Ivery Interest ...
A thorough knowledge of Chumash in four classic: ways
Sforno

'

;
The classic medieval commentary, that
; is a model of brevity and profundity, has
never been made so clear in any language.
Translated and annotated by Rabbi Raphael
Pelcovitz.

Studies in the
Weekly Parashah
One of the outstanding works of Torah
commentary of this century. The author

Vol I: Bereishis-Shemos

takes the most difficult topics in each
parashil.h and analyzes them - this work
leaves the reader with a grasp of the
material that he never thought possible.
Over twenty printings in Hebrew - finali)in English!

Hardcover$19.95

Vol.

$15.95

Paperback

Tz'enah Ur'enah

$12.95

The rest of the set will be published this year.

The ArtScroll Bereishis
The translation, commentary, and overviews that set a new standard of depth and
clarity for the Torah world. By Rabbi Meir
Zlotowitz; overviews by Rabbi Nosson Scher-

Vol. I: Bereishls
H"dcover $15.95 Paperback $12.95
3 Volume deluxe leather gift set $69.95

man
Now in a two-volume hard cover set

$ 58. 95

this true story reads like a novel. It's the
stirring _story tif a Jewish family managing to
escape the Nazi occupation of f"rance, with
unfailing courage, resourcefulness. and faith.
By Rehee Worch.
Harcl cover Stt.95 Paperback $8.95

KASHR.UTH
A comprehensive background reference
guide to , the ptlnciples of Kashruth by an
internationally recognized authority. A wealth
oflnfotmat1on, background, and practical Information. including the world's most complete
list of Kosher fish species. By Rabbi Yacov
Upsdiutz.
Hard cover $11.95 Paperback $8.95

TIMES OF CHALLENGE.
Inspiring stories of triumph over fear and
adversity.
Rav- Shimon Schwab writes, ". , . I was
overwhelmed with, the outpouring of £munah and Bltachon ..• this book makes you
weep and it makes you wipe away your
tears and smile .•. " By Seryl
Sander.

Hard cover $U.95
Paperback $8.95
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A page for each day Of the
Hebrew calendar and another
one for each sidra. For -each

..... ..,.. .,."" ........ ,,........._!r,_i""'-

day, a classic Prayer and a
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LMNG EACH DAY
saying from our sages_ - plus
the author's profound, inspira~

tional,

Paperback$15.95

Vayikra-Bamidbar-Devarim in time for Vayikra.

For nearly four hundred years, this was
the standard Yiddish anthology of commentary on the Torah. In millions of Jewish
homes, it brought learning, joy and faith
to men, women, and children. Now, English
readers can share the Torah pleasure of
their forebears. Translated by Miriam Stark
Zakon.

Vol. I: Bereishls
H"dcover

If:

down-to-earth

com~

ments on applying -those les~
sons to everyday life. ny Rabbi
Abraham j. Twerskl Mo,
Hard cover $13,95
Paperback $10.95

The courage of Rashrs parents, which was rewarded by
the birth of their great son. ln breathtaking color. Acclaimed
by educators as perfect primary grade reading. An ArtScroll
Junior Classic by Rabbi Nosson Stherman.
Durable, sewn, hard covet $4.95

,

ARROGANT ARI LE.ARNS A LESSON
An amazing- success whose sultabillty and popularity
cuts across al\ lines. Find out how ArroSa,nt Ari learns
what really counts. ,An ArlScl'Oll Middos Book, by Golctie
Durabfe, sewn, hard-cover $4.95
Golding.

TALES FROM THE. GE.MARA
This ls an "£iyn Yaakov'" for children, presenting -Gemara
stories dramatized as master teachers have told them over · · the centuries: with an overview providing perspective ori
how to understand the aggadah of Our Sages.

Vol I: Tractate Berachos Hard cover $10.95 Paperback $7.95

TALES OF TZADDIKIM
Stories from 2.500 years of history and Torah literatu're.
arranged according to the weekly parashah.

Vol. I: Bereishis
Fi~lume set:

Hard cover' $t3.95 Paperback $10.95
Hard cover $7t.9S Paperback $56.95

MY BLESSINGS FOR FOOD
This is. the ideal "table hook" for children. It contains a
complete simplified translation of Bircas HaM.uon, as well as
the blessings for, all -foods. , Full
color illustrations by Michael
Horen. Sturdy, stain-resistant hard

cover S6.95

A STORY ADAY
ihe next time someone-Sa.ys,"Tell me a story!" here it ls. At
least one great story for every
single day.

Vol. JI: Kislev-Teves
Hard cover $12~95
Pape_rback $9.95

r'\ ,. J ( ~ ( (. il __ [ ( Available at your local Hebrew bookstore or direct from the publisher:
NltSlJltl/U't:'UIJUtaIUmSj ua.J 1969 Coney Island Ave. I Brooklyn, NY 11223 I (718) 339-1700
Direct mail; Please add $1.95 per order for postage and handling; NYS resid€'1lts add appropriate sales tax.
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With our no-points, no-application.fee"
Home Equity Line of Credit.
11

You pay no points and no application fee with a Greater Home
Equity account, and the interest rate is adjusted each month at
1.75% above the Prime Rate as published in The Wall Street Journal,
Or if you prefer, your interest rate can be lower-just 1.5% above
the prime rate adjusted monthly, if you agree to pay a 1-point (1%)
origination fee, Still no application fee!
Either of these Greater "Open Door" Home Equity Accounts lets
you borrow up to 75% of the equity in your house or condominium,
You get a low-cost line of credit, secured by a mortgage on your
home, to use whenever you want, just by writing checks,
And you only pay interest on the amount you actually borrow,
This will keep your monthly payments low and may permit you to
take advantage of a valuable tax deduction. (You should consult
your tax advisor to determine deductibility)
Your interest rate will never rise or fall more than 2% per year
(beginning on your closing date), and during the lifetime of your
loan your interest rate will never be greater than 6% above your
initial interest rate or less than 7% per year.
For complete details, visit any Greater branch, send the
coupon, or call our Consumer Loan Department at
718-859-8884,

r------------The Greater New York Savings Bonk

Loan Department
,/
1 Consumer
1550 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11210
.;..,.;;:~='
I Please send me full 1nformat1on and an appl!cot1on for your Open Door" Home Equity

ll

11~:~~f-cred1t
ADDRESS
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II

Consumer loan Deportment: 718-859-8884. In Brooklyn: Fifth Avenue, 9th and 10th Streets, 718-965-7500 •Church and McDonald
Avenues, 718-435-4300 • 18th Avenue and East 2nd Street 718-435-4100 •Seventh Avenue and President Street, 718-789-4100 •Bay
Parkway and 67th Street 718-837-8400 , 13th Avenue and 53rd Street, 718-436-9505 , Neptune Avenue and West 5th Street,
718-996-4100 • 1045 Flatbush Avenue at Duryea Place, 718-282-7500 • 1550 Flatbush Avenue at Nostrand Avenue, 718-859-5300
In Manhattan: Broadway and West 79th Street, 212-873-3730. In Queens: Hillside Avenue at 179th Street, 718-291-3100. In Nassau:
222 Station Plaza North and 3rd Avenue. Mineola. 516-747-6100. Customer Service: 718-965-7526. © 1988 THE GREATER NEW YORK SAVINGS BANK
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ith

oth Eyes
by Rabbi Moshe Sherer

In this Hebrew-language collection of essays, insights, and impressions culled from a series
of writings that spans nearly four decades, Rabbi Moshe Sherer confirms his reputation as one
of the pre-eminent Orthodox activists of his generation.
At the same time, Rabbi Sherer reveals a side of himself that is less well known in Orthodox
circles: his status as a profound and original thinker, whose vision no less than his actions has
earned attention and respect - from the seats of government and the pedestals of the secular
establishment to the koslei yeshiva and the local shtiebel.
In eighty-seven riveting essays, the author discusses a broad gamut of issues: the
responsibilities of Torah activism, the meaning of true Jewish leadership; the role of Agudath
Israel as a unifying and galvanizing coalition in the Torah community; the struggles against
falsifiers of our heritage, from Reform and Conservative to Secular Zionism; the battle for the
soul of the State of Israel; hatzolah efforts, from Nazi Germany to the U.S.S.R to Iran; the
message of the Yomim Tovim and the Jewish life cycle.
.,
Especially noteworthy are Rabbi Shere(s inspiring and incisive sketches of eighteen Oedolei :
Yisrael, most of whom he knew intimately and served faithfully. This section, which comprises
some 25% of the book, offers warm reminiscences
SPECIAL @l".IE-TIME @FFER T@
and new perspectives on some of the outstanding
JEWISH @BSERVER READERS:
Torah personalities of the last generation.
This is a book for today - and tomorrow.
This exceptional new book
It is a primer in courage and bitachon, in ffetzach
is yours foronly $11.95
Yisrael and Torah's ability to cross oceans and
(save $4.00) ifyou order NOW!
overcome adversity and Holocaust.
The Jilwish Observer I lloOk Special
84 William Street /New York, NY 100311
D'2'V 'n1U!I - 427 pages, hard cover $15.95
Published byM£soraliPu6~
1969 Coney Island Ave. I Brooklyn,

Lfli.
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Gentlemen:
I wish to take advantage of your one-time
special offer. Please send me . . . copy(ies) of
Dtl'll '11111:1 by Rabbi Moshe Sherer @11.95. Enclosed is my check for $
(Offer valid
on all orders received by January 31, 1989.
Name-----~~----~

Address--~----,-~---,.-Ofy~~~~~---""~~~---'~-

State

.

. Zip

Make checks payable to: The JeWish Obsenier
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