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CORRECTION

Editorial Note: Dr. Judith Grunfeld ‘mm, who was the subject
of the article, “A Bas Melech in the Public Arena,” by Rabbi Moshe
Eisemann in The Jewish Observer of March "96, is currently liv-
ing in London, England. Any indication otherwise was the result
a grievous error, May it be effective as a segufa for a long, healthy
hife ahead for a truly noble lady.
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t is a time of crisis for Israel; that which we feared has come to pass. Let us
abandon our strategies and calculations. Our rabbis have taught us: Once
| the forces of destruction have been released, no differentiation is made between
the righteous and the wicked (Bava Basra 60al).

“All Jews are accountable for one another.” Let us uproot from within our-
selves any animosity that we may harbor for our fellow Jews, and augment
our feelings of kindness and goodness; let us enhance our Torah study, our
ways of pleasantness and our fear of Hashem. Let us endeavor to fulfill the pas-
sage: “When ... going out against your enemies, you shall guard against any-
thing evil... [Lest] He see a shameful thing among you and turn away from

behind you” (Devarim 23:10,15). Let us all cry out to the Rock of Israel nma,
Who liberates us from our enemies, G-

d our Saviour.

Those who will be fasfing on the mor-
row (the Fast of Esther) as well as those
who will not be fasting: Let us all cry
out, wherever we may find ourselves,
with prayer in “the time of assembly to
all,” 13 Adar. May the Divine attribut-
es of “Compassionate and Gracious,
Slow to anger, and Abundant in Kind-
ness...” come to our rescue, as it is writ-

en: “Do good, Hashem, to those who
are good and upright in their hearts.”

We are confident that we will expe-
rience the fulfillment of the passage: “For
Hashem will not cast off His nation nor
will He forsake His heritage” (Tehillim
135,4), and He will indeed save us!

—Rabbi Pinchas Menachem Alter,
the Gerer Rebbe

¢ join Klal Yisroel in mourn-

ing the untimely passing of

the Gerer Rebbe, Admor
Horav Hagoan Rabbi Pinchos men-
achem Alter 9"71¥1, on 16 Adar/March
7 in Yerushalayim at the age of 69.

Leader, teacher, mentor, guide, and
virtual father figure to tens of thousands
of Gerer Chassidim the world over, the
Rebbe was a scion of Torah nobility. Son
of the revered Imrei Emes, Horav Avra-
ham Mordechai Alter, grandson of the
Sfas Emes, and direct descendant of the
Chiddushei HaRim, he personified the
Ger tradition of greatness in Torah and
Chassidus, setting demanding stan-
dards in fullest immersion in [imud
HaTorah and preservation of the sanc-
tity of the Jew, pursuing exacting stan-
dards in mitzva performance and in
devotion in tefilla—all coupled with his
dedication to the needs of Klal Yisroel.
This was expressed in the Rebbe’s
decades-long leadership role in Agudath
Israel, most recently as chairman of its
Moetzes Gedolei Hatorah (Council of
Torah Sages).

After many years as Rosh Hayeshiva
of Yeshiva Sfas Emes in
Yerushalayim, as well as
founder of a number of
other Torah institutions, he
succeeded his brother, the
Admor Horav Reb Simcha
Bunim Alter 9”31 (the Lev
Simcha) as Rebbe of Ger,
with his brother’s passing
on 7 Tammuz 5752/1992.

The late Rebbe has been
succeeded by the son of his
late brother, Horav Reb
Yaakov Alter N"0Y>w.

A more comprehensive
appreciation of the late
Rebbe is in preparation
for a forthcoming issue,

(To the left is a transla-
tion of the Rebbe’s last
public statement, pub-
lished on the eve of this
past Taanis Esther. The
Hebrew text appears on
the cover.)
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REPORT FROM JERUSALEM

sunday,

Sunday, 12 Adar

erhaps it is never a good idea to
P catch the 7 a.m. headlines before

heading across the street to
Shacharis, but surely not this Sunday.
The first horrified reaction is one of
deja vi; the broadcast is a reprise of last
Sunday morning’s. Once again the
#18 bus from the Katamon neighbor-
hood has been blown up in the mid-
dle of Jerusalem. Once again the emer-
gency teams are rushing the wounded
to hospitals and the chevra kadisha is
scouring a huge area for body parts for
burial.

In the very identity of the two
bombings itself there is a clear message.
To those who had hoped that last
week’s bombing was a fluke or that the
security forces would find a way of pre-
venting its recurrence, Hamas has given
its answer. It can hit the same bus at the
same time right under the noses of the
vaunted defense forces.

For Whom the Bombs Burst

esukei d’zimra are not yet over,
Pand I'm crying. Without my

even realizing it, the tears have

Yonason Rosenblum, who lives in Jerusalem, is a regular
contributor o JO. He is the avthor and translator of many
waorks, inchiding most secently They Called Him Mike, pub-
lished by ArtScrolt.

X

been welling up in my eyes and now they
are coming down my cheeks. My first
reaction is embarrassment. My second
is to try to figure out exactly what I'm
crying about. [ wish I were crying for the
ten Jews already known dead (it will later
turn out to be 18), for ten Jews who went
from life to death in less time than it
takes to blow out a match. That, at least,
would be madrega.

But I am not crying for them—at
least 'm not crying for them alone. 'm
crying for myself, for the knowledge that
1 will never again feel safe here, that
never again will I be able to send my
children on a bus to school or Machane
Yehudah without going through a hun-
dred calculations first.

Nearly ten years ago, at the beginning
of the intifada, an Arab worker told me,
“You know how | know this land
belongs to me? I can walk anywhere here
without fear, and you can’t” His words
come back to haunt me now. And
together with them come the words of
my rav this past summer: “The problem
is not that they are giving back the Land
but that G-d is taking it.”

Of course, at the beginning of the
intifada, we saw the cars with reinforced
glass, but that was for Jews living in
Judea and Samaria, the West Bank, the
territories, whatever you want to call
them, and we told ourselves that if we
just avoided those places, we would be
safe. But now they have come to get us

Yonason Rosenblum

o

Waolw

Tragic Sunday

in Jerusalem and Tel Aviv.

Wasn't this the terrible punishment
meted out to Kayin-—to have no place
where he could feel secure, to have the
earth tremble beneath his feet wherev-
er he stepped? Hasn't this been the fate
of Jews everywhere in galus? And now
it is our fate once again in Eretz Yisroel.

Why the Tears?

rage. Not rage at the Arabs. They are

merely doing their appointed task —
what they said they would do, what any-
one with any sense saw they would do.
Within months of the signing of the
Oslo Accords, it was clear to everyone
that I know what the future held: the ter-
ritories as safe zones for terrorists; an
Arafat both uninterested in stopping ter-
rorism over the long-run and unable to
take the steps necessary to do so even if
he wished; an Israel constrained by
world opinion not to reenter the Arab-
held areas she had evacuated. (See
“These Days of Awe,” by Rabbi Dovid
Freund, JO Oct. "93.)

If this was clear to us, why not to
those charged with our security? It is
hard not to resist the caustic comment
of Sidney Zion in The New York Daily
News that [srael is the “first society in
history to have mass-produced stupid
Jews.” But that will not do. We need not
flatter ourselves that we are smarter than

In large part, my tears are tears of
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Shimon Peres or Ehud Barak, or that we
had information at our disposal
unavailable to them. How; then, did they
bring us to this pass?

The Prime Minister spoke in the
Knesset last week of “fighting the war on
terrorism as if there were no peace
process.” But that is patent nonsense—
and he and everyone else knows it. We
have subcontracted our defense against
terror to the mastermind of the murder
of 38 schoolchildren in Ma'alot, of the
Tel Aviv highway bus massacre, of the
Achille Lauro, while we have given up
access to our best intelligence sources in
the territories, as well as our ability to
strike at those who would kill us.

One hears on the street that our lead-
ers do not care about Jewish life. And
indeed, I am still boiling about one of
the morning headlines: “Government
ministers say that the closure on the ter-
ritories may have to stay in effect until
after elections.” And what then? All hell
can break loose. No doubt the remark
was a slip—in the sense of being polit-
ically inopportune—but telling never-
theless,

Yet I cannot bring myself to think
that the Prime Minister and his minis-
ters are indifferent to our fate. If by car-
ing about Jewish life, one means view-
ing each and every Jew as the bearer of
a soul that heard G-d speak at Sinai,
then, of course, the government minis-
ters are far from that appreciation. It was
the late Prime Minister Rabin, who
responded to a question about his
place in Jewish history, “T'm not worried
about that; I'm concerned with my place
in world history” But at the very least,
I assume that they are no less concerned
about the fate of the citizens who chose
them than any other democratically
elected leaders.

Not Indifference, But Spiritual Malaise

hat's going on here is not
Windifference, it is profound
spiritual malaise, a malaise

that has in large part fueled the peace
process from the beginning. Much of
what led Israel of its own accord to reach
out to a bankrupt and discredited PLO

The Jewish Observer, April 1996
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Pesukei d’zimra are

not yet over, and I'm
crying. Without my
even realizing it, the
tears have been welling
up in my eyes and now
they are coming down
my cheeks. My first
reaction is
embarrassment. My
second is fo fry fo
figure out exactly what
I'm crying about.

was the feeling that it was we and not
the Palestinians whose situation was des-
perate, that they could wait, as Jews once
waited for “their land,” but that we no
longer have the will to defend ours. The
patlid vision of a Middle East of thriv-
ing, interrelated economies, in which
borders and national identity hardly
matter, that Prime Minister Peres has
been selling for three years—and which
has now been exposed as a cruel delu-
sion—is a product of that malaise.

Whatever their myriad sins, the first
generation of Zionists cared passionately
about the Land and believed in some-
thing more than a vision of economic
prosperity. Their Yuppie descendants
carry more cellular phones per capita
than any other people in the world, and
were willing to grasp at straws in the
hopes that they would no longer have
to patrol Kalkilya.

® ok Gk
round noon, a friend calls and
Ajsks if 'm still as shaken as I
ppeared in shul. I'm too embar-
rassed to admit that for the last two

hours I've been working as usual, and
that until he asked, I had not been think-
ing about the bombing at all. In school,
all the children have been reciting
Tehillim all morning? Why, I wonder,
haven’t I?

Monday, 13 Adar

suicide bombings in Jerusalem and

Ashkelon, it is catatonic after the one
in Dizengoff Circle. Again the papers are
filled with pictures of grieving parents,
spouses, and children, and biographies
of those killed—a young woman look-
ing for a wedding dress with her moth-
er, two twelve-year-old boys, best friends
since birth, now joined in death.

Avoiding buses will not bring safety.
Just walking down the street is walking
through a mine field. Nor is that the only
illusion burst. It is now clear that peace
for Tel Aviv cannot be purchased with
Ramallah or Nablus.

There are two soldiers at every bus
stop. Their presence probably makes
opting for a bus over a taxi easier than
it otherwise would be, but over the long-
run it is more depressing than reassur-
ing. The soldiers are a stark reminder of
how grim the situation is. Only a gar-
rison state can now offer even the illu-
sion of safety. The government obviously
cannot keep the soldiers posted for long.
And then what? And what about all the
other places in which people are con-
gregated together? Once a suicide
bomber has penetrated close enough to
be stopped by a soldier, there is little that
can be done to prevent him from det-
onating himself.

On the buses, every passenger is care-
fully scrutinized by all the others.
Nobody is immune from suspicion. After
the first bombing, one news report said
that the suicide bomber was thought to
be disguised as a typical Israeli teenag-
er with an earring. Later it seems that he
was dressed as a soldier and carried the
bomb in an army duffel.

Erev Shushan Purim, I take the car in
for repairs and spend a few minutes
chatting with the owner of the shop.
This man works surrounded by Arabs

If the country was reeling after the




all day and has seen combat more than
once; in short, not the type to be easi-
ly shaken. Yet the realization that one’s
life can be over just like that, he says,
snapping his fingers, has left him with
no desire to get out of bed in the morn-
ing or for anything else. Leaving the car,
I suddenly find a dozen good reasons —
exercise, it’s easier to listen to Torah tapes
while walking -— for not taking the bus
and making the 45-minute return jour-
ney home by foot.

On the Horizon

he government has offered no
Tp]an other than erecting a fence

completely separating Arab and
Jewish populations. That, of course, is
a clear admission that the whole vision
of peace pursued by Peres—and which
he continues to pursue with Syria—is
a chimera. A return to the 1967 borders
with nothing in return and much lost.
We have placed tens of thousands of
armed Arabs far closer to us than ever
before. And we confront a far more
determined and dangerous enemy than
we did in the days of the pre-1967 feday-
een raids, an enemy whose appetite has
been whetted by all that has been
achieved since the start of the intifada.

Nor will any such absolute partition
take place. Tens of thousands of Arab
laborers are not so easily replaced.
Jerusalem itself will not be repartitioned,
and its Arab citizens will thus move
freely about the city. Yet East Jerusalem
and its surrounding Arab villages are
now considered hotbeds of Hamas
activity; Hamas cells in East Jerusalem
are thought to have provided direct
assistance to the latest bombers.

So terrorism threatens not to end any
time in the near future though it could
be subject to peaks and valleys, hope-
fully with more of the latter. If things
continue in this way, Israel will be forced
to choose between reoccupying the
territories turned over to Arafat, which
will certainly not be done without con-
siderable armed fighting, or living with
an intolerable level of terrorism. And if
she chooses the first course, she is almost
assured international pariah status no

matter what the provocation. It will
always be claimed that the good Arabs
are being punished for a few bad ones.
The example of South Africa shows that
it is no longer possible to survive as an
international pariah no matter what the
balance of military might.

Making the Difference

eva—in conventional terms—is
bleak in the extreme, and that is true
regardless of which major party prevails
in the next elections.
In one sense our situation is hope-
less. In another, this is how it had to be.

In short, the situation al pi derech hat-

generation is like that of a dog). We are
no different than a dog that bites the stick
used to strike it, while ignoring the hand
of its master raised to strike again.

QOur utter helplessness without
Hashem... the truth of Reb Elchonon’s
words—it all seems so obvious that 1
find myself actually waiting expectant-
ly for signs of feshuva on a massive scale.
But then I have to ask myself, is my day-
ening so much better, my learning so
much more intense? Can we—can I—
turn our belief that ein od milvado (there
is none besides Him) into knowledge—
knowledge so certain that it informs
everything we do?

Wasn't this the terrible punishment meted out

to Kayin—to have no place where he
could feel secure, to have the earth tfremble
beneath his feet wherever he stepped? Hasn't this
been the fate of Jews everywhere in galuse And
now it is our fate once again in Eretz Yisroel.

For isn't that “the end of the night”"—
no place to turn, no power to trust in,
no leaders to save us? Only HaKadosh
Baruch Hu. And if our situation is hope-
less, certainly it is no more so than that
of the Jews in the time of Mordechai and
Esther, when every single Jew in the
world was under a decree of destruction
from the mightiest empire in the world.
And if there is bitter mourning today,
it is no greater than it was then.

Sixty vears ago, in the wake of the
1936 Arab riots and bombings, Rabbi
Elchonon Wasserman 1n wrote in the
name of the Chofetz Chaim that point-
ing the finger of blame at the British
Mandatory authorities or the League of
Natjons or the Arabs themselves, while
insisting that we, the Jews of Eretz Yis-
roel, are free of sin, is just one more man-
ifestation of the coming of Moshiachw
p’nei hador kipnei hakelev (the face of the

Beyond the Natural Order

was to have no children, no conti-

nuity. Only when Hasherm raised him
up above the stars, above the natural
order, was he granted children. We, the
descendants of Avraham Avinu, have
inherited from him an existence outside
the natural order. But that is so only
when we emulate Avrabam and teach
the world through our deeds the mean-
ing of emuna, of belief in Hashem.

Today, for the first time since
Ammalek, there are those eager to sacri-
fice their lives to kill Jews, They kill and
die in the name of the G-d of Avraham
Avinu, whose rightful descendants they
claim to be. Their mesiras nefesh too is
above nature: mothers urge their
teenage sons to kill themselves. They
have wrested from us the mantle of

In the natural order, Avraham Avinu

10
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showing emuna to the world.

Only when we again fulfill the mis-
sion bequeathed to us by Avraham
Avinu, when we, a badly divided and dis-
persed people, gather together and
return to Hashem in sackcloth, with fast-
ing and prayer, as did the Jews of
Shushan, and acknowledge that He
alone can save us, will the usurper be
stopped.

Something Special About the Land

s always, the only consolation is
Ain divrei Torah. Our text in the

shiur is Perek Chelek (Sanhedrin
94a): Sancherev was called yakira, says
the Gemorg, because he did not speak
disparagingly of Eretz Yisroel. Yakira is
related to kavod (glory). Only in Eretz
Yisroel will Hashem reveal the fullness
of His Glory, and therefore Sancherev,
who perceived something of the Land’s
special quality, was given a name con-
nected to glory.

Even Sancherev, who cursed Hashenn,
knew that there was something special
about the Land; even those who laid the
foundations for the modern state eighty
years ago had some inkling. But what of
me? I have lived here seventeen years;
every one of my children was born here,
most of them have never been out of the
country. Yet I have to wonder whether

by Rabbi Zechariah Fendel

I have ever properly understood the
holiness of the Land, even at the level
of Sancherev, or conveyed an appreci-
ation of this to my children,

Admittedly, it is not always easy. The
greatness of the Land does not reveal
itself to the external eye: there are other
countries as beautiful, Nor can one walk
her streets today and easily imagine that
here Hashem will finally reveal Himself
to the whole world. To understand the
greatness of the Land, one must some-
times avert his eyes.

Still one cannot escape the feeling
that the recent tragedies in which so
many Jews living here have been moser
nefesh, given up their lives, not of their
own choice but by decree from Above,
is a sign that we have failed as a people
to value the Land as we should or to cre-
ate here the conditions for Hashents
revelation.

By the end of the shiur, | know that
we will be staying. To leave Erefz Yisroel
at this moment would be an even
greater risk than remaining. Those of us
already here are being tested, and we
dare not fail the test.

Eretz Yisroel, the Shelah Hakadosh
points out, is referred to throughout the
Torzh as Eretz Canaan. This is strange,
for are were we not commanded upon
our entry into the Land to rid it entire-
ly of the Canaanite nations? The Shelah
explains that Canaan is “a slave forev-

Let these books lead you to a richer and more rewarding Shabbos,

Pesach, and Shavuos experience.

SEASONS OF MAJESTY: Days of Awe; Days of Joy

This year bring a new dimension of awe, splendor, and radiance to
your Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkos, and Simchas Torah.

here are two soldiers

at every bus stop.
Their presence probably
makes opting for a bus
over a taxi easier than it
otherwise would be, but
over the longrun it is
more depressing than
reassuring. The soldiers
are a stark reminder of
how grim the situation is

er,” and that too is the quality of the,
Land. Only those who make themselves
slaves to Hashem can hope to inherit it.
But for those who do, for the shomrei
mitzvos, those who guard the mitzvos,
this is the best and safest of Lands.
May we merit the title shomrei
mitzvos so that Hashem can once again
spread His protection over His people
and His Land, and reveal Himself to us
and the whole world. |
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REPORT FROM JERSUSALEM

Sorah Cohen

g

Out

Our

Our

Message Vision Hope

DOUBLE DISASTER IN A SINGLE HOUR

CC time of refilla,” read one of the
Awallposters affixed to a
Yerushalayim bakery’s door,
after the synchronized suicide bombing
of two buses in Yerushalayim and
Ashkelon on the morning of February
25th. That caption highlights the
anguish in the hearts of a distraught peo-
ple in the wake of the tragedies. In a pur-
portedly well-plotted revenge for the
death of Yehiya Ayash, the “Engineer,”
Palestinian terrorists executed a double
disaster within forty-five minutes.

“I heard the explosion, looked up,
and saw a body flying through the air,”
said one Egged ticket-checker standing
in the vicinity of Jaffa Road and Rechov
Sarei Yisrael in Yerushalayim.

“People were calling out, ‘Help me!
Help me!" recalls another passerby near
the soldiers’ hitchhiking stop in
Ashkelon.

Only one week later, more wall
posters appeared. “Go assemble all the
Jews to be found,..” {Megillas Esther
4,16), read one. “Gathering at Kikar
Shabbos, men, women and children....”

Mrs. Cohen, who has taught limudei kodesh on the
high school and seminary levels in Jerusalem, is a
frequent columnist for the English-language Yated
Ne'eman. She has been represented in these pages
with “The International Shmittah Contest” (Jan. 94),
and “Seek Peace and Pursue It” about the annual
Shamiras Halashon gathering in Jerusalern (Sept. ‘94).

“Beg mercy....” On that Sunday, March
3, the identical scenario was replayed on
the same number eighteen bus route.
And then terrorism struck again, only
a day later, claiming some 22 lives on
March 4. Disengoff Center in Tel Aviv
was the target of another vicious attack
when a suicide bomber took the lives of
14, and left more than 100 injured.

The tragedies with their enormous
toll of human life were almost incon-
ceivable. As fragments of each bomb
wreaked havoc on the respective buses
and street corners, sending many down
the alley-way of death, the words of Iyov
were palpable: “Man is born unto trou-
ble as surely as the sparks fly upward”
{Iyov 5:7).

Yes, a time for tefilla—a moment for
introspection.

OUR MESSAGE, OUR VISION...

Israel of America held its Nation-

al Convention. Because the con-
vention followed on the heels of over-
whelming events in Eretz Yisroel—in
particular, the Rabin assassination—
many of the talks were dedicated to the
purpose of shedding Torah light on this
subject. The Novominsker Rebbe, Rabbi
Yaakov Perlow ®™vv>w, a member of the
Moetzes Gedolei Hatorah of Agudath

Less than four months ago, Agudath

Israel of America, delivered an address
on the topic (see The Jewish Observer,
Dec, ’95). Even a cursory review of his
profound and timely words may afford
us some insight into the events of Feb-

ruary 25, only weeks later:

“What is now left for us to do? [asked
the Rebbe.] What role do we as individu-
als, as brothers in the family of Jews, have
in the wake of this crisis [the assassina-
tion]? May I humbly suggest that the lead-
ers of Chareidi Jewry consider ways and
means... to speak to the people,... to con-
vey our message, our vision, the message
and vision of Torah thought,... to reach out
to the entire family of Jews in the spirit of
‘We are all the children of one man....

“We must express the words that will
serve to dispel the hatred, that will move
and open minds and hearts that are at pre-
sent warped by prejudice. There is no
doubt that such a sense of the right-hand-
bringing-near will have a resounding
effect.

“This is not a naive dream.... It would
certainly be a Kiddush Shem Shamayim...”

Convey our message to an estranged
Israeli society? Communicate our
vision, the vision of Torah thought?
How?

“With words that will dispel the hatred,
words that will open minds and hearts”
These words, especially when taken in

conjunction with acts of lovingkindness,
are the tangible expression of the right-
hand-bringing-near approach. And
those actions often penetrate when
words fail. -
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AN INFERNAL NIGHTMARE—BUT NOT
A NAIVE DREAM

cts of lovingkindness, penetrat-
Aing when words fail. What

greater manifestation of chessed
can we find than the burial of the dead?
And certainly, at a tirne of disaster, what
service could prove more demanding,
more formidable, and yet more
mekadeish Shem Shamayim? What
actions could better serve to open
closed minds and hearts, than witness-
ing or reading about the deeds of this
religious union, the “ chessed shel emes™?

“Chessed shel emes: A work of horror
and holiness,” read the Yediot Acharonot
headline of an article about the volun-
teer burial association. The group oper-
ates on a strictly volunteer basis, with
one hundred twenty-eight members,
among them thirty-five in Ashdod and
Kiryat Gat, and sixty-five from Kiryat
Sefer, Kfar Chabad, Yesodot, and
Yerushalayim. The volunteers are well-
versed in all that must be done.

“Fifty-five volunteers labored yes-
terday to remove bodies, body parts, and
absorb blood,” announces the subtitle.
“They are all volunteers. We did not even
have to call anyone; they were organized,
punctual, and well-equipped,” contin-
ues the article. “The pages of the Gemo-
ra of a Chareidi avreich flew into the air.
The workers found segments of the
pages on tree branches as they searched
the trees for burial parts while posi-
tioned on ladders” The photograph
beside the article features this very scene,
and another photo, in a different news-
paper, shows a religious worker sta-
tioned at the top of a street pole which
reads “Rechov Yafo” Galei Tzahal, the
Army Radio station, broadcast a simi-
lar report.

Yediot's final paragraph in the afore-
mentioned article reveals still another
aspect of the integrity of these volun-
teers. It quotes the burial association’s
director, Rabbi Elazar Gelbstein:

“We begged mechilla (pardon) from
the deceased if, for some reason, we did
not extend proper honor to their bod-
ies as befits a meis, on account of the
pressure and the confusion.”

Indeed, an infernal nightmare for the

s fragments of each

bomb wreaked havoc
on the respective buses
and sireet comers, sending
many down the alley-way
of death, the words of lyov
were palpable: “Man is
born unto trouble as surely
as the sparks fly upward”
(ov 5:7).

n

volunteers—but not a naive dream of
moving and opening hearts and minds
warped by prejudice. “It will certainly be
a kiddush Shem Shamayim,” predicted
the Novominsker Rebbe, xrvow.

And so it was.

VOLUNTEERING IN THE HOSPITALS
formed on February 25 and the

first week in March.
Most of the first-aid rescue services

But that was not all the chessed per-

B
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to the wounded were provided by
Magen David Adom and Hatzolah.
Hatzolah is a strictly religious organi-
zation and most of Magen David
Adom’s volunteers are also religious,
They enter the scene of the disaster and
evacuate victims, often before the police
and security officials have determined
that no explosives still remain. Obvi-
ously, this too warrants mesirus nefesh.

On top of this, Eretz Yisroel's chessed
organizations, Eizer Mitzion and Lev
Malka, had their volunteers lined up.
Their phones rang incessantly with a
host of varied requests. Medical supplies
were dispatched and special psychiatric
services were made available in the
ambulance they parked near the Sham-
gar Funeral Home. The ambulance
contained psychiatrists, drugs, and oxy-
gen. Assistance was requested in trans-
ferring corpses to the Abu Kabir patho-
logical institute, Sandwiches were
prepared in the kitchen so that the vol-
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& Bulletin Boards

B Yarzeir Tablets
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unteers could circulate among the vic-
tims’ families with food, cake, and
drinks.

“The main thing is to lend them a
supporting hand,” the volunteers were
instructed. “Just let them talk.... Let them
have a shoulder to rest upon so they will
not feel they are alone in their agony.”

That is exactly what the volunteers
did.

“Sandwiches, cakes.... Let me pour
you a drink,” they offered, as they
moved from person to person outside
the emergency and recovery rooms. This
service required a great deal of inner for-
titude, for the scene was atrocious,

“It was definitely not easy,” related
one of Eizer Mitzion’s organizers, who
herself volunteered in Haddassah's Ein
Kerem Hospital. “But, Boruch Hashem,
1 felt it was for a purpose. The reactions
were all the same: very positive. ‘Aizeh
tzaddikim aten’ (“What righteous peo-
ple you are’). ‘Kol Hakavod!’ Still, it was
very tough. When [ arrived at 8:15 in the
morning, the place was in a commo-
tion... the shouting, the wailing, the cry-
ing—how can I describe it to you?”

STRANGER THAN FICTION

he did not have to describe it to me,
because I had seen it for myself, If
truth was ever stranger than fiction,
it was strangest in those hospital corridors.

I will never forget the sounds of hysteria
as our Eizer Mitzion ambulance pulled
into the emergency parking lot of Shaarei
Tzedek Hospital. There was a sense of a
volcanic eruption. An arctic silence
emanated from some; from others, a
thunderous hollering. The media men
and the nurses, the surgeons and the dev-
astated families, the office secretaries and
the coffee vendors, all echoed the same
sentiment. “This is what you should film,”
one secular nurse told a Ma'ariv cam-
eraman, pointing at the boxes of sand-
wiches we were holding. “These sand-
wiches. Look at the tzad hatov (the
positive angle}, not only the horror. Tiru
eizeh chessed—See what chessed!”

Her Hebrew convinced me that she
was an Isracli, but I later discovered that
she was an American when she sug-

Is this Loshon Hora?
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gested to me, in Eng-
lish, “Why don’t you
circulate among the
nurses? They’re so
overworked, I'm sure
they haven’t eaten all
morning.” She also
helped clear the cor-
ridors so that male volunteers could
advance to the recovery room’s waiting
area, where more drinks were provid-
ed, pirkei Tehillim recited with some
families, and food passed around.

“What do I say?” one suffering cou-
ple asked, after agreeing to recite a perek
of Tehillim. Seemingly unaware that
Tehillim is an anchor to the troubled,
they could not even find the twentieth
chapter on their own. Evidently, their
minds and hearts had been warped not
only by prejudice, by alse by ignorance.

“Who sent you here?” one person
asked.

Perhaps these acts of chessed rede-
fined the Torah-observant Jew in the
minds of these secular individuals.
Maybe their former prejudices dissi-
pated, if only for an instant. Hopefully,
their mental portrait of religious Jewry
underwent a positive change as they
were forced to face these once remote
figures squarely. Even if the change was
subconscious, even if it lasted only a
moment, we may hope that that tiny
change will penetrate the layers of
antipathy and set in motion a love-fos-
ters-love cycle. This is exactly when a
right-hand-bringing-near approach has
its most resounding impact—and our
mission is fulfilled.
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OUR HOPE

f course, the fact that our secu-

lar counterparts were touched by

these acts of lovingkindness
does not in any way suggest that all is
mended. When bias has been so deeply
embedded that it has reached the
bedrock layer, the journey of return must
involve a countering process of relearn-
ing. Even “If those Jews who professed
to care about unity, civility, and decen-
cy were hacking away at all three with
reckless abandon” ( The Jewish Observer
Dec. *95, p.13), a full-circle turnabout
cannot happen all at once. Also, the fact
rernains that “dogs in a kennel snarl at
each other, but when a wolf comes along
they become allies” (Sanhedrin 105a).
Once the wolf retreats, the snarling all
too often returns.

For our own sense of clarity, it is
important to take a second look at this
issue, What, exactly, is it that moves
minds and opens hearts? As our Sages
have long taught, “And you shall love
Hashem with all your heart——that the
Shem Shamayim will be sanctified
through you.” A well-known dictum fol-
lows, to the effect that a person who
learns from and serves talmidei
chachamim, and whose dealings are
pleasant, will cause others to laud the
father who has taught him Torah.

“You made a kiddush Hashem,”
group of secular Israeli policemen told
Rabbi Chanania Cholak, director of
Eizer Mitzion. Rabbi Cholak himself
joined his volunteers at the Abu Kabir
Pathological Institute to assist in iden-
tifying bodies and body parts, and the
reactions were similar; “We are not capa-
ble of doing this type of work, and there
are no actions which honor Judaism,
and those who follow its laws, as this
type of work in a time of crisis.”

Globus, a widely-read Israeli (secular)
business paper, quotes the following
poignant statement: “If we wish to be
buried after 120 years by religious peo-
ple, then let us at least appreciate them
while we are still alive!”

Yes, a Kiddush Shem Shamayim. This
is our hope, this is our tefilla. Each day
of our lives. |

cts of lovingkindness, penetrating when words

fail. What greater manifestation of chessed
can we find than the burial of the dead? And
certainly, at a time of disaster, what service could
prove more demanding, more formidable, and yet
more mekadeish Shem Shamayim?
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Dr. Benzion Sorotzkin

Dr. Sorotzkin, who learned in the Telshe Yeshiva {Wick-
liffe, Ohio) ard Yeshiva Ner israel (Baftimore), is a clini-
cal psychologist with a private practice in Brooklyn.

Bechira:
How Free
is Free Will?

BECHIRA: WHAT IS IT?

reward for our good behavior,

Hashem gives us the bechiraffree will,
to do bad. This is one of the basic tenets
of hashkafa. Most frum people assume
that bechira is universal and all encom-
passing, i.e. that in our every action, we
have complete bechira. In fact, any sug-

In order that we should merit a

he psychologist's attempis fo understand
behaviors, thoughts and feelings as
resulting from various life experiences is seen
to conflict with @ basic tenet of Yiddishkeit,
that of “bechira” /free will. Since a person
has free will, how can we "excuse” his
behavior with psychological explanations?

gestion that there are limitations to this
freedom is seen as apikorsus. This,
however, is not the case. To quote one
of the foremost baalei mussar of our
tirnes, Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe, Novow:
The great [Jewish] philosophers estab-
lished bechira as the cornerstone for the
whote Torah.... But from this resulted a
common misperception among the mass-
es; that all people actively choose their
every act and every decision. This is a griev-
ous error. {Alei Schur, Vol. 1, p. 156)
What, then, is bechira? To answer this
question, Rabbi Wolbe (Alei Schur, Vol.
2, p. 40) refers us to Rabbi Eliyahu
Dessler’s “phenomenal essay on bechi-
ra”” In this essay (Michtav Me’Eliyahu,
Vol. 1, pp. 111-116}, Rabbi Dessler

The Jewish Observer, April 1994

explains that bechira is not a theoreti-
cal concept that can be applied to any
circumstance where a person can hypo-
thetically choose between two options.
It only applies to moral conflicts where
the two opposing forces are of approx-
imately equal strength, the person is
aware of the internal conflict, and he
makes a conscious decision in one
direction. When a person does some-
thing over which he does not experience
conscious conflict, or if the compelling
force on one side is significantly
stronger than the other, the fact that he
is theoretically able to decide either way
does not qualify his act as an expression
of bechira. B

A Jew who is growing up in a fami-
ly devoid of Yiddishkeit does not expe-
rience conflict over driving on Shabbos.
The fact that he is physically able to
refrain from driving does not qualify his
act of driving as reflecting bechira, Like-
wise, a tzaddik does not experience con-
flict over driving on Shabbos. The fact
that he is physically able to drive, does
not mean that he was bocher (chose) not
to drive, He never even considered the
option of driving.

Rabbi Wolbe {Alei Schur, Vol. 1, p.
155) makes a similar point. True bechi-
ra requires a deliberate and thoughtful
decision-making process. When a child
does the right thing because of fear of
punishment or even to please his par-
ents, that is not true bechira. It is not sur-
prising, therefore, that Rabbi Wolbe con-
cludes that for most people exercising
bechira is not as common an event as
they might like to believe. Rabbi Dessler
sharpens this point even further. A per-
son could be doing a mitzva or learn-
ing Torah and not be encountering
bechira if what he is doing is only the
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result of his previous experiences and
habits {mitzvas anashim melumada).

NEKUDAS HABECHIRA

abbi Dessler points out that
R:vhi}e most of our actions are the

esult of our past experiences,

actions and decisions (i.e. past acts of
bechira), and therefore do not qualify as
bechira, yet every person has a nekudas
habechira {(a point or area of bechira)
where he does experience conflict
between the yeitzer hara and the yeitzer
hatov—his impluses for evil and good.
He compares this to two countries in

battle. There is a limited area that con-
stitutes the front—where the battle
takes place. The majority of the territory
of each country is behind the front, and
is not, at that point, involved in the bat-
tle. Likewise the “battle” within each per-
son. Some aveiros are below a person’s
nekudas habechira (i.e., currently not
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within the sphere of influence of the
yeitzer hara) so that he would not even
consider doing them. Other aveiros are
above the person’s nekudas habechira so
that he wouldn’t consider not doing
them. The battle is limited to the area
where the power of the yeitzer hara and
that of the yeitzer hatov are comparable
(i.e., the nekudas habechira).

Rabbi Wolbe (Alei Schur, Vol. 2, p.
40) illustrates this concept with the
example of a person who is a long-time
member of a gang heavily involved with
crime. He may no longer have the bechi-
ra to actually stop being involved in
criminal activity. He may be considered
“compelled” to rob a bank. Yet, he may
have the bechira not to shoot the bank
guard. This, then, is his nekudas
habechira.

RESPONSIBILITY AND REWARD
FOR BEHAVIOR

abbi Dessler makes it clear that a
Rﬁ)erson can only be held respon-
ible for behavior over which he
has bechira {e.g., a tinok shenishba is
obviously not punished for aveiroshe is
totally unaware of ). Likewise, the con-
verse. True reward is only for good
behavior over which there is con-
flict/bechira. (Of course, Hashem does
reward good behavior done in non-
bechira situations, but it is a much lower
form of reward.) If a person once had
bechira over an aveira but, due to hav-
ing become habituated to it, no longer
has bechira to avoid it, he is then pun-
ished for having allowed himself to fall
from the previous level when he still had
bechira, but he is not punished for the
current act. The same is true for reward.
It is for this reason, says Rabbi
Dessler, that Lot merited being saved
from the destruction of Sodom for not
betraying Avraham to Pharaoh (Rashi,
Bereishis 19,29}, rather than for the
seemingly much greater achievement of
risking his life to protect strangers in
Sodom. His mesiras nefesh for hachnosas
orchim was a result of his training in the
house of Avraham, and not a product
of bechira, and therefore did not merit
special reward.

PSYCHOLOGY AND BECHIRA predestined by past experience. If this
, | weretrue, then successful therapy could

s stated previously, some people | only substitute new (presumably heaith-
Aobject to the search for explana- | ier) predetermining factors for old

tions and causes of behaviors | unhealthy ones. The patient would
inherent in psychotherapy. While they | remain without free will. Basch refutes
can accept that there can be “objective” | this notion that behavior is absolutely
factors that inhibit or eliminate a per- | predetermined by the past, since psy-
son’s bechira (e.g., someone who cannot | chology can only explain behavior after
put on tefillin because of a missing arm,

the fact, but cannot predict future
or a tinok shenishba), they perceive the | behavior with any degree of certainty.
concept of “psychic determinism” (i.e.

Basch asserts that psychic determin-
the idea that there are psychological caus- | ism only implies that behavior is never
es for behavior) as negating free will.

untrnotivated or arbitrary. It always has
“What do you mean, ‘Why did he do | psychological (often unconscious)
it?—He did it because of his yeitzer

meaning based on previous subjective

Some people fear that acknowledging psychological
causes for behavior (psychic determinism) will

discourage people from attempting to improve themselves,
because they now have an “excuse” to continue their
undesirable behavior. This fear, however, is unfounded.

haral Why are you making excuses for
him?!” (It always amazes me how the
same person who warns of the negative
influence of the environment, or of bad
friends, etc., will then reject the very
notion that negative behavior can be
caused by deficiencies in a person’s envi-
ronment.)!

In a very insightful article entitled
“Psychic Determinism and Freedom of
Will,”2 M.E Basch reviews some of the
misperceptions that even psychologists
have regarding this issue. Since psy-
chological insights can give meaning to
behaviors based on past events, some
psychologists assume that a person’s
behavior is absolutely predetermined or

experiences.* The person’s unawareness
of these meanings inhibit his free will,
since he cannot act upon or modify fac-
tors that he is unaware of. By uncover-
ing the meaning of the behavior, psy-
chotherapy expands the area of free will.

To return to our original dilemma:
The apparent contradiction between
bechira and psychic determinism was
based on the misperception that
hashkafa dictates unlimited bechira
white psvchology rejects free will. In fact,

3%ome clinicians who see how “compelled” certain
people seem to be to engage in an aberrant behav-
jor, conclude that they must be genetically predisposed
o do 50, or that they are suffering from a “chemnical
imbalance.” The scientific evidence for these assump-
tions are totally lacking or, at best, very tenucus. Trag-
jcally, these speculations are often accepted as fact even
in the frum community. The person may, in fact, be
compelled to act in an aberrant manner, but for psy-
chological reasons related to his past experiences (and
therefore changeable) rather than for genetic reasons.
Different schools of psychology may emphasize dif-
ferent factors regarding the manmer in which past
events “compel” behavior. Some psychologists
emphasize the emotional impact of events, while cog-
nitive psychologists emphasize the impact of events
on a persow’s thought process. In either case, it lim-
its the range of bechira.

1Chazal, in contrast, have no problem with this con-
cept. The last Mishna in Succa relates that the mish-
mar of Bilga was penalized because of the negative
behavior of the daughter of one of its members. The
Gemora explains that she could not have behaved in
this manner if not for the deficiencies in the chin-
uich provided by her father. Likewise, Chazal attribute
the selling of Yoseif by his brothers to Yaakov's show-
ing favoritism toward Yoseif {Shabbos, 10).

2 [nternational Review of Psychoanalysts, 1978, 5, np.
257-264.
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as we have seen, hashkafa acknowledges
that past experiences limit bechira while
psychology only gives meaning—after
the fact—as to the path chosen. In other
words, a person’s psychological past does
not eliminate his bechira, it only defines
his nekudas habechira.

CHINUCH IMPLICATIONS—
BLUEPRINT FOR CHANGE

he question of free will and psy-
I chic determinism is obviously a
central issue in chinuch. Some
people fear that acknowledging psycho-
logical causes for behavior (psychic
determinism) will discourage people
from attempting to improve themnselves,
because they now have an “excuse” to
continue their undesirable behavior,
This fear, however, is unfounded.
While a person is initially attracted to
a forbidden object or act, once he has
transgressed, he regrets not having with-
stood the test (e.g. see Birkas Peretz from
the Steipler, Bereishis 25,34). It is not the
continuing attractiveness of the aveira
that is the major cause of avoiding

change. It is, rather, repeated unsuccessful
attempts at trying to change—due, in
part, to not sufficiently understanding
the causes of the problem (and therefore,
not being cognizant of his current
nekudas habechira)—-which discourages
a person from future attempts. (See
Sichos Mussar, Sec. 1 p. 41.)s

“Michael,” a Yeshiva dropout, was telling
me about an upsetting experience: “I was
shooting pool at three in the morning when
I suddenly asked myself: ‘What am I doing
here? Am I enjoying myself? I am having a

4Some have objected to the concept of a person being
psychologically compelled to behave in 2 particu-
lar manmer by proclaiming “ein lecha davar ha'omed
bifnei haratzon”—{“When there is a will, there is a
way”), However, this is nota meimar Chazal. Rather,
it is a popular saying based on the Zohar (see Michlol
Ma'amorei Chazal, vol. 1, p. 101) that states that
whatever a person achieves is due to his motivation.
This does not imply that “When there is a wil, there
is & way.” Besides, common experience shows that
there is often 2 “wili” and yet ne “way” (unless one
uses the tautelogy that the fact that there was no
“way” proves that there was no “will™—in effect,
mzking the statement meaningless). A more rea-
sonable definition for this saying would be that a
highiy motivated person would not be held back
from trying a difficult task by fear of failure (see
Yalkut Lekach Tov, Bereishis p. 71).

grand old time being miserable!”” Unfor-
tunately, being unaware of his nekudas
habechira, he decided to start coming o
davening every day. Since this was way
above his nekudas habechira, it only last-
ed for three days. His failure to keep his com-
mitment further convinced him that he was
a “hopeless case.”

MAN: NOT A PRISONER OF HIS PAST

oes psychic determinism mean
D that a person is a prisoner of his
past and cannot change? Of
course not! Sometimes the realization
that what one s doing is wrong, and a

sincere determination to change, are suf-
ficient.s Often, however, there are factors

5A sudden change in direction is possible if, for
example, the person has not been habituated in the
aveira, and if the negative behavior is not a mani-
festation of deeper psychological problerns. Likewise,
the Michtav MeEliyahu (Vol. I1, p. 67) suggests that
times of crises or special times of the year (e.g. Rosh
Hashana)} can facilitate a “bechira klalis™-t.e., the
ability to make sudden and substantial changes in
a person’s spiritual status. The difficulty of main-
taining suddenly acquired spiritual levels is anoth-
er matter, as emphasized by Rabbi Chaim Shmuele-
witz (Sichos Mussar, Section [, p. 90).
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in a person’s life that make such a dra-
matic and sudden change beyond his
current level of bechira. These obstacles
may have their roots in the person’s past
or may reflect inadequacies in his cur-
rent environment. By recognizing these
obstacles he can begin the process of
rehabilitation. This may include trying
to change a negative environment or
dealing with negative feelings that
inhibit change, so long as he focuses his
efforts on the area within his current
nekudas habechira. Then, every time he
exercises his bechira, it affects his neku-
das habechira. In our earlier example, if
the bank robber refrains from shooting
the bank guard, this will raise his neku-
das habechira to a higher level. Over time
and step by step, he can reach the high-
est levels. The biggest yeitzer hara may,
in fact, be to focus on what is current-
ly unattainable, and/or to be satisfied
with what has long ago been attained.
This process of gradual improvement
means that the person may continue
with some aspects of his negative behav-
ior until such time as he gets it all with-
in his nekudas habechira. This does not

mean that we are condoning the behav-
ior, We are just being realistic as to how
quickly that person can change that par-
ticular behavior. A person recovering
from a disabling stroke has to go
through a long process of rehabilitation.
While his goal is to walk normally, he
can only achieve this goal one step ata
time. To avoid becoming discouraged,
he needs to feel a sense of accomplish-
ment for every small step. We need not
worry that this sense of accomplishment
will reduce his motivation to strive for
more improvement or that our words
of encouragement will be interpreted as
acceptance of his current level of func-
tioning. The nature of a person is to
strive for more when he feels proud of
his progress.

So while some people believe that the
concept of psychic determinism undermines
chinuch, in fact it 1s just the opposite.

We have established a fundamental
principle in the chinuch of others and of
ourselves: one should relate to every per-
son as if he has no bechira, and as if he is
“compelled” by his nature, education,

habits and emotional needs. (Rabbi Shlo-
mo Wolbe, Alei Schur, Vol. 1, p. 156)

!

|

Why is this a crucial principle in chin-
uch? Because we often find ourselves
working on behaviors that are current-
ly unchangeable (i.e. not within the per-
son’s current nekudas habechira) instead
of focusing on behaviors that are cur-
rently changeable. In addition, if we
ignore those specific factors that, in fact,
make change so difficult for a particu-
lar persons, how successful are we like-
ly to be? One should set goals that are
beyond his grasp but within his reach.
Once he has secured the practice in his
grasp, his reach will have become
extended, and he will be on his way to
continued, incremental growth. |

5“In order to improve and correct himnself, a per-
som first has to understand himseif... to know what
is causing his stumbling and his difficulties.”
{Rabbi Yechezkel Levenstein, cited in the Yalkut
Lekach Tov, Bereishis p. 276.} Perhaps this is what
Rashi(Chayei Sarah 24:14%&44) means that hochacha
(as in tochacha) always implies birur davar (see Rabbi
Abraham Hassan, JO, Nov, '95).

Call 1-800-KIRUV-84
(1-800-547-8884)

Te contact Agudath Israel o! America’s
tnformation Hot Line

5 Days in the Galil

3 Days in the Negev
Overnight at Massada
Rafting, Waterparks
and More!

The Jewish Observer, April 1996

2]




*Moshe is 49 and has been single his
entire life, He comes from a frum home, has
a good parnassa (income), but has been dat-
ing for over 25 years. The right one has never
come along, or so he has told himself. But
now he is in real trouble. The right one has
come along, it seems, She has the right mid-
dos, is attractive to him, and they com-
municate well. They have been dating for
six months, and for the first time everything
seems right. Everything, that is, except
Moshe’s heart. He cannot get himself to “take
the plunge,” and doesn’t know why. Now he
finally has to admit that he’s the problem;
there’s something within himself holding
him back. But that samething might as well
be on the far side of the moon. He has no
idea what it is or how to crack it.

*Rachel is a very attractive 22-year-old
seminary graduate. She had resisted
approaching professional shadchanim until
recently. Although she did not know exact-
ly what to expect, what she heard from the
shadchan depressed her, The shadchan sug-
gested that she would not be satisfied with
her decision unless she chooses her life mate
from amongst dozens or even 100 different
people that she'd meet. Only then could she
be satisfied that her decision is the right one.
“100 different people?” Rachel thought to
herself. She was ready to find the right per-
son now, For the first time she understood
why people get burned out. And the prospect
of possibly having to go out with 100 dif-
ferent guys before she could know what she

Yaakov Astor is a published author whose articles have
appeared in these pages—most recently, “When Children
Help Children” (Nov. *94).

wanted was pushing her into a negative
frame of mind.

*Reuven was despondent. He had been
in America almost g half year, maintain-
ing a busy soctal schedule. Russian born, he
came to Eretz Yisroel, learned in an Amer-
ican yeshiva, and became fluent in Hebrew
and English. After meeting suggested shid-
duchim unsuccessfully for several years, he
went to Rabbi Schach, R™\OYW, and asked
for advice. Try America for six months, he

here is no one thing

they have in
common—except that
they are suffering.

told him. Now the six months were just
about up and not only had Reuven failed
to find anyone right, but the whole Amer-
ican dating scene—not the least of which
was its high pricetag—had him on the verge
of demaralization, He had no cheice but to
return to Eretz Yisroel and admit defeat,

hese are just a few of the many...

I many... MANY! Jewish singles
struggling, trying to find their
zivug. There are so many, from so

many different backgrounds, that it is
foolish to even suggest that these three

Yaakov Astor

are a representative sampling: Twenty-
year olds, thirty-somethings, over-for-
ties; divorcees, widows, Kohanim, yeshi-
va bachurim, professionals; Americans,
Israelis, Russians, Canadians, South
Africans, Sephardim; Lakewooders,
Chaim Berliners, Chassidishe, Yeshiv-
ishe, Baalei Teshuva, and so on. There
is no one thing they have in common-—
except that they are suffering. And suf-
fering because something about the sit-
uation in today’s world apparently
makes it harder than ever for single peo-
ple to find their marital partners.

For years I have been hearing that
there is a problem... and for that same
number of years | have been hearing
people offer their reasons why there is
a problem—the negative influence of the
Gentile society/the failure of the Ortho-
dox community [to take organized
action]; people are too selfish/people
have no self-esteem; single people are
too picky/shadchanim set you up with
anyone; singles are not pushed into mar-
riage/singles are pushed too much;
people are too materialistic/people have
their heads in the clouds; the political
Left/the extreme Right/the economy/the
Industrial Revolution/the birthpangs of
Moshiach. And so on. Any or all of these
may be correct, but the problem still
plagues us. The question, then, is: Is there
a solution?

After researching this issue and
reflecting upon it for some time, I have
come to this conclusion: I don’t know.
And I don't know if there is anyone else
who does. This much seems to be clear,
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here are two

primary factors that
create chronic
singledom: fear and
isolation. The former is
internal, the latter
external.

however. If there is a sotution, it is not
a simple one. Human beings are com-
plex—exceedingly so. After all, every
person is unique, and every uniqueness
is infinitely complex. In the effort to
bring some clarity to the situation, we
risk oversimplifying. If nothing else,
then, may this article at least bring
increased focus on the problem, a
problem we are all responsible to
address.

FEAR AND ISOLATION

y first observation is that there
Mare two primary factors that

create chronic singledom: fear
and isolation, The former is internal, the
latter external. The problem of isolation
can be attacked by greater networking
amongst shadchanim, increasing their
numbers and effectiveness, developing
and implementing innovative pro-
grams, and good old hard work. The fear
factor, being internal, is more complex;
nevertheless it too can be dealt with.
Toward that end, classes, workshops,
books, pamphlets, and the like can be
developed to help singles identify and
come to grips with their fears. Of
course, more than classes and literature,
the most effective method of dealing
with fear is one-to-one interaction
with a trusted individual.

Maoshe, the single man dating the right
woman for six months, is an example. He
knew the resistance was coming from with-
in himself. But he did not know how to con-
vince himself otherwise. Here he was, 49

years old, finally admitting that he was not
ready to get married, and that if he didn’t
get to the root of his resistance right away,
he probably never would. Not knowing what
else to do, he turned to his long-time friend,
Ari. After some initinl uneqsiness, he final-
ly opened up to Ari like never before. In a
conversation that went deep into the night,
he poured out his heart about how his par-
ents had the most bitter marriage. They
fought all the time, hated each other, and
hated themselves. Moshe had witnessed this
day after day, year after year.

The funny thing is that Ari did not say
| anything spectal to Moshe. He primarily
| served as a sounding board. After the con-

versation, though, Moshe came to the con-

clusion that he was ready to get married.
Just because his parents had a bad marriage

did not mean he necessarily would. He
| would have to work at it just like everyone
\ else, Sirilarly, like everyone else, there was

no guarantee of success and happiness, but
he was not forced to follow his family pat-
tern either.

THE HEALING PROCESS

here are several lessons we can

I glean from this story. First, one
does not have to visit a profes-
sional to be helped, nor does one have
to be a professional to help. The art of
listening is a delicate art, but it is with-
in the capability of most lay people.

Another lesson is that despite the fact
that one can always find others to
blame—and blame legitimately—the
real obstacle is often some hidden or
quasi-hidden fear within ourselves.
Last, and perhaps most importantly, this
story illustrates the fact that fear does
not necessarily have to be eliminated for
the requisite healing to take place.
Sometimes it merely has to be brought
out into the open where it can be
acknowledged and dealt with as a
known enemy rather than a mysterious,
anxiety-producing monster out of pro-
portion to its actual strength.

The bottom line is that fear can be
dealt with. The person fearful of a bit-
ter marriage like the one he witnessed
in his parents” home, the laid-back fel-
low fearful of the financial burden of
raising a family, the accomplished sin-
gle woman fearful of marrying a man
who is not achievement-oriented
enough, the young man fearful of mar-
rying a woman with anything less than
magnificent looks, the educated woman
fearful of housewifehood, the aspiring
veshiva bachur fearful of receiving a
dowry that will enable him to learn only
three years as opposed to the ten-to-fif-
teen years he dreams about, the older
single male fearful of marrying anyone
not ten to fifteen years younger than he
because he does not want to go through
life childless, the woman fearful of the
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pain of childbirth, and so on — all of
these individuals have a deeply rooted
{and usually legitimate) fear preventing
them from getting married. Their fears
need to be recognized, the psychic
steam built up by them released, for
them to meet other singles in the opti-
mal frame of mind with the maximum
amount of enthusiasm and energy.
Dealing with fear may require a hard—-
even painful-—work, but internal obsta-
cles can be confronted and overcome.

NETWORKING AND EDUCATION

here are, of course, external

I obstacles as well. “We don't live in
the shtetl any longer,” is a com-

mon, yet all-too-true refrain. The fact
is that contemporary society physical-
ly and psychologically isolates people
more than ever before. This makes the
job of shadchan, be he/she lay or pro-
fesstonal, more important than ever, Yet,
surprisingly, there apparently is not even
one person who does it full-time. (I have
heard of one or two full-timers; how-
ever, they charge so much money that

their services are not, pragmatically
speaking, available to the average per-
son.) And part-time shadchanus, in
addition to limiting the quantity of
meetings set up, all too easily burns out
those who devote their spare time to it.
One might think that the situation
would have brought about the creation
of at least one major organization ded-
icated exclusively to hiring and training
shadchanim, or at least networking the
existing ones, but no such organization
presently exists.

The obstacles to the establishment of
such an organization would almost
assuredly be formidable, not the least of
which includes funding; nevertheless,
innovative ideas are being suggested
which may not initiaily cost as much as
one thinks.! Some have suggested cre-
ating a clearing house of sorts for lay
shadchanim. A single shadchan can
only do a limited amount. Imagine if
one had a pool of some 200 or more
people actively involved under one
person’s coordination.

This could be launched with
announcements in papers addressed to
families who know single people of mar-
riageable age. Once the reliability of the
respondents would be verified, they
would be asked to describe the differ-

'For example, Rabbi Avraham Braun, menahel of
Yeshiva Ohr Somayach in Monsey, from whom I
heard the suggestion that follows.
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ent types of single people they are deal-
ing with. For brevity’s sake, the indi-
viduals they deal with would be “clus-
tered” along criteria such as the
following: 1) culture (American, Russ-
ian, Israeli, etc.), 2) age, 3) gender, 4)
level of commitment (moderately, seri-
ously). Each participating family would
then receive a printout, quarterly, of
every other participating family with
their names and phone numbers as well
as a description, such as: “Moshe Ploni
knows of 8-10 Iranian young women
between the ages of 28-40, seriously
committed” With this printout they
would have the information at hand to
make and receive calls amongst each
other. With hundreds of families
involved, the result would be that you
would have, say, 100 more people each
day brainstorming about shidduchim,

More than the increased quantity of
networking, this idea reflects sensitivi-
ty to the need of increasing the quality
of shadchanus. In Europe, one’s family
was actively involved in the shidduchand
only hired a shadchan for help. But
today, for various reasons, the family is
not as involved, and single people today
are parentless. Thus, the shadchan must
also become a mentor or parent-like fig-
ure in the process.z

THE EDUCATION PROCESS

viewed suggested convening gath-
erings or mini-conventions for
each of the parties involved: shadchan-
im, mentors, and so on, to share infor-
mation, insights and methods.?
Mini-conventions can approach the
problem from its root, which may be
lack of proper chinuch (education),
whether on the part of the single per-
son, the shadchan, or the concerned
mentor. Dr. Aaron Mandel, a commu-

Some of the people I have inter-

Observation by Rabbi Ezriel Tauber, community
activist and lecturer,

‘Rabbi Tzvi Schachtel, Birector of Neve Yerusha-
layim, menticned that one of the absolute prereqg-
uisites he requires from prospective clients is a well
thought-out mission statement. This, in conjunc-
tion with a very pointed interviewing method and
interpersonal style, enables him and the single per-
son to bypass a lot of the exchange of platitudes that
tends to bog down the process.
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E
For the first time

everything seems
right. Everything, that is,
except Moshe's heart.
He cannot get himself
to "take the plunge,”
and doesn't know why.
Now he finally has to
admit that he's the
problem; there’s
something within himself

holding him back.
|

nity activist and advocate for singles in
Brooklyn, puts it this way: “If you've
gone out with 100 different people and
still aren’t married, you must consider
the possibility that what you need is not
to meet more people, but to become a
new person.” Becoming a new person is
not necessarily a matter of changing
one’s personality, but learning some-
thing significantly new about oneself (as
Moshe did) in a way that makes one
think, feel, and act like a new person. In
other words, chinuch.

Dr. Mandel talks about “educating”
singles on a large scale. Based on dis-
cussions spanning more than two years
with single people, shadchanim, Rab-
banim and Roshei Yeshiva, he has devel-
oped (and has arranged to be delivered
in local shuls) the following course out-
lines: “How To Get Married,” “How To
Be A Better Shadchan,” and “How To
Become A Mentor” (The “Mentor”
course is intended to teach married cou-
ples how to mentor the single person.
‘The goal is not only, or even primarily,
to arrange introductions for the single,
but to talk to and coach the person, and
in general support him or her.)

&
l
|

Many people are already informally -

involved in shidduchim. Most of them

would welcome ideas on how to men-
tor better, network better, budget their
time better, be more sensitive, and so on.
Effective education of this sort is a sen-
sible approach and perhaps even the
grass-roots approach necessary to truly
bring about appreciable change.

SHADCHANIM OF DIFFERENT STRIPES

Rachel, ar 22, wondered if she had
enough resilience to deal with the devas-
tating prognosis pronounced by her shad-
chan, that she would have to consider the
possibility of meeting as many as 100 dif-
ferent men before she could get married. The
very thought of it depressed her. Luckily, her
roommate knew of a shadchan who
thought differently.

Aaron F. had his own unique system for
setting up single peaple on dates. Beyond the
system, however, he was a truly caring and
compassionate person who did not believe
in “shotgun’” shadchanus,

“I don’t guarantee that I will set you up
with at least three people per month,” he told
Rachel. “That just burns people out. I may
not set you up with anyone for a couple of
months, but when I do, it will have a bet-
ter than average chance.”

His words settled Rachel's mind and
restored her optimism. Perhaps she will
eventually have to meet many different men
before she finds the right one. But perhaps
not, It was not false hopes that Aaron had
instilled in Rachel; he simply balanced the
picture and restored her confidence that the
next person she would meet could be the
right one. Most of all, perhaps, it was the
calming influence of his sensitive and gen-
uinely caring way that made an impact.

he point here is not necessarily to

I promote the Aaron F. approach.

In actuality, “shotgun shad-
chanus” has proven successful in certain
circumstances. In fact, some shadchan-
im rely on a large computer database
and employ a finely-honed system,
while others rely on instinct and a min-
tmal amount of records. Similarly, some
say you have to talk to the clients and
get to know them over a period of time,
while others give one private inter-
view—and that’s it. Some say you have
to limit yourself to a particular group
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(Chaim Berliners, or baalei teshuva, or
even within baalei teshuva—Aish
HaTorah or Neve, etc.), while others say
you should not limit whom you set up
in any way. There are many different
ways and techniques, each perhaps
with merit of its own, The point is to
remember that there is no replacement
for the caring sensitivity of individuals,
lay or professional, when dealing with
the single person.

ON WHOM THE ONUS?

forget that the onus is on them, too.

Of course, sometimes their pain
causes them to lose all perspective. But
after all is said and done, the single per-
son who finds his or her partner in mar-
riage does so because of some combi-
nation of hishtadius (effort) and
bitachon (faith). And bitachon itself takes
effort.

Reuven had been back in Eretz Yisroel
all of one day when he visited the Kosel to
pour out his tired and heavy heart before
Hashem. Shortly thereafter, someone
approached him with a possible shidduch.
“You actually were suggested to her when you
were both in America last week,” this person
informed him, “but for whatever reason the
shidduch wasn't arranged. Now, however,
she’s available, right here in Jerusalem.”

Reuven met this woman. Now she’s his
wife.... And their first meeting took place
exactly six months to the day Rabbi Schach
had told him to go to America for six
months!

Stories like that may not happen all
the time, but they do happen. It’s the
responsibility of the single person to
remember that and resist the tendency
to give up. It is the responsibility of mar-
ried people and the greater communi-
ty to supply all the necessary counsel-
ing, education and coordination that
will help those in need find appropri-
ate marriage partners. |

Singie people, as well, must never
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“VEHIGADETA... AND You SHALL TELL YOUR SON” PARENTS AND CHILDREN

he Prophet Yeshaya (Chapter 30)
I refers to the night of Pesach as
“Leil Hiskadesh Chag—The night
when the holiday assumes its holiness”
A special kedusha is relegated to the Seder
night, more than on all other Yom Tov
evenings of the year, one that seems to
approximate Kol Nidrei night itself.
The Taz and Magen Avraham both
mention the minhag (custom) of the
father of the house wearing a kittel
{white robe) at the Seder. The reason for
this is not quite clear. Some say it is relat-
ed to the “king’s vestments”—white gar-
ments worn by royalty, and thus worn
by us this night when we are all thought
of as royal offspring of the King. Also,
the Thz says it is to be worn Shelo
tazwach da'ato—so that one does not
become too lighthearted at a time of joy,
which is also a time of great seriousness.
My father [Rabbi Shimon Schwab™]
%31 told us that wearing a kittel was not
his father’s minhag, but he adopted it for
the importance that it signified to him.
We understood that importance to be
the kittels framing our father and
focusing on him as the transmitter of the
Mesora as he fulfilled the mitzva of
“Vehigadeta levincha—And you shall tell
your son” on this holy night.
The atmosphere at our Seder table was

Rabbi Myer J. Schwab

ner's Kitte

thick with an intense kedusha. We all sang
the Kiddush together, with my father
leading in his bell-clear, melodious,
tenor voice in an atmosphere of height-
ened kavana. The “reading” of the Hag-
gada that followed echoed the ancient
niggun of Gemora-learning. He melod-
ically punctuated the text, hinting at its
inner meanings. My father’s perushim
(commentaries) on the Haggada, the
time-honored nigunnim, his height-
ened anxiety for the proper fulfillment
of the mitzvos of the night... capped and
gowned in white, totally immersed in his
avodas Hashem (Divine service), he
transported us to another time and
another world. It was an experience as
uplifting, moving and transforming for
us as was witnessing the Aveda of the

Rabbi Schwab is the dean of the Beth Jacob High School
of Denver.

*See )O, Tane '95.

Kohein Gadol on Yom Kippur for those
who were present to see it.

night of almost 50 years ago when,

after a few cups of wine, we chil-
dren started to become a bit giddy. Our
father, yet a young man, took hold of the
lapels of his kittel and sternly proclaimed
in a loud voice: “In this kittel I will be
buried! We are now in the midst of a
great Avoda of Leil Pesach. This requires
Yiras Shamayim and no laughter or
jokes”

He then quickly resumed his pleas-
ant demeanor and the Seder continued.
For us, however, that moment put the
kedusha of Seder night in its proper per-
spective—forevermore.

Belief in Yetzi'as Mitzrayim—the Exo-
dus from Egypt—is the foundation of
our ernuna, our faith. It follows, then, that
the night of Pesach is the prescribed time
for the chinuchof that fundamental con-
viction, the time when parents should
respond to the commandment “And you
shall tell your children.” If our children
are to be ready, eager, and willing to
accept the Mesora, the atmosphere must
pulsate with the energy of pure emuna,
emanating from the story of Pesach.

Among its various messages, the kit-
tel symbolizes to one’s children the
father’s unspoken, but powerful, mes-

Still vivid in my mind is that Seder
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/\/\y father 9w told us
that wearing a kittel

was not his father's minhag,
but he adopted it for the
importance that it signified
fo him. We understood that
importance fo be the kitfel's
framing our father and
focusing on him as the

transmitter of the Mesora.

sage that “If tonight were my last night
on earth, and~—prepared as [ am in my
kittel—] were to take leave of you for
good, I would tell you these truths with
which I die. These mitzvos of matzo and
marror are not just ‘nice traditions’; these
stories that we relate are not just ‘tales
and legends of an ancient peoplel
These are fundamental beliefs by which
1 lived my life and with which tonight,
I am willing to go to my grave”

To us, this was the meaning of our
father’s kittell

ow potent an opportunity this
H night affords for chinuch and for
the transmission of our Meso-
ral Pesach is that Yom Tov which galva-
nizes our emuna in Hashem. To trans-
mit emuna, we must also be a bit of an
uman (artisan)—a gifted storyteller, as
my father was; vividly describing and
acting out the events of the exodus, to
make them alive, vital, and real for the
children... conveying not a dry story, but
a most exciting one that can leave an
everlasting imprint on the children.
Pesach Seder can be a high point of
our children’s chinuch so that all that fol-
lows during the year will draw from the
inspiration they receive on this Leil
Hiskadesh Chag—that night which is
permeated with holiness. n

PINCHAS MANDEL

Over 45 Years Experience in Kvura in Eretz Yisrael
Personal Responsibility Throughout Service—NQ AFFILIATES
ORIGINATOR OF THE PRESENT METHOD
Highly Recommended by Gedolai Hador — Here and in Eretz Yisrael
1569-47th Street. Brookiyn, N.Y. 11219

Day & Night Phone: (718) 851-8925

IVOORIRTIDARP YIMP —— 7710 IRI NIDEY "D
Chesed Shel EMES with Mesiras Nefesh. . . as understood and practiced by
one active in the industry for more than half a century.
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Eliyahu Bass - Originally from !
Kiev, Eliyahu spent four years
af Singi Academy. He was:
“deligred to discover that |
= he was from Chassidishe
descent. Eliyohu is showing |
fremendous  dedication
and commitment to his
learning.

Yitzchok Greenberg - Yirzchok
attended Singi Academy for three
years, The spark that Sinai ignited burns
deep within Yirzchok. He confinues to
learn  AmR with  mremendous
we1 peon. He hos since completed
iearing P oo and s on his
way o making yet ancther 0D
on Doy noon,

Yaakov Klotz - Yackov (pic- g [
tured lfefr) began his studies af | :
Sinai. He then spent several
producrive  years in  Mer
Yisroe!l, Bais Yisoel in Eretz |
Yisroel, Mir, and has recently §
tefuined to New Yok 1o
learn in Yeshivas Rabbi
Chaim Berlin. As a 1oken of §
Hakoras Hatov to his origi-
nal  Yeshiva, Yackov
devotes his lunch hour to 3
learning with another Sinai Acoderny alumni,

Yosef.

Pinchus Lerner - This ambirious young
man came o Sinal Academy four §
years ago at the age of 17
Although he waos older than the
other boys. he was eager fo
learn. He was then enrclled in
Sinai’s Leadership Institure which
prepares young Russian immi-
grants for o career in TITL
Pinchus was fruly inspired by £
his experiences at Sinct and
s cumently learning  af
Yeshivas Rabbi Chaim Derdin.

Shmuel lonis - Shmue! come 10
Sinal Acodemy six years Qgo.
He learned in Sinai for just
one vyear with Rabbi
Vashovsky (pictured ot
eft). He later leamed in
Yeshivas Ner Yisroel in
Baltimore  for three
“years ond  cunently
aftends the highest shiur in
Yeshiva University. After all these
years, Shmuet is in constant confact and
under the guidance of Rabbi Vashovsky.

Reuven Welss - Originally from Munkarch,
Reuven began fo attend Singi
Academy’s Sunday cftemncon pro-
gram while he was still in public
schocl. He then went to Camp
Shoroshim and  ofierwards  eagerly
leamed at Sinai full dme, While
arrending Sinci, Reuven, fogether
with many other boys, had a
special early morning Seder
with Yungeleit of Yeshivas
Bais Halolmud. Reuven is curently learning in
Yeshive Bais Stwaga in Monsey.

Mordechai Levine - Afrer

- attending public school
for o vear, Mordechai
spenf just one year of Sinal
Academy in Rabbi
Mirzmann's class and s
now affending Yeshiva
Bais  Shraga  in
i Monsey.

Eliezer - This young man (piciured ‘
with Rabbi Mizmann) armived af gl &
Sinai Acaderny three years
ago. He is already feach-
ing newly osived Russian
immigrants in Sinai’s sum-
mer comp. He recently
ervolled  in the

Yeshiva of Staten |
Islond, ond is doing ;
exceprionally well.




f's been six years since Alexonder Sasha

Kaplun came to our shores, Back in
Russic, he knew northing abour Torch
ond Yiddishkeir. Yet today, he is a e
Ben Torah. He studied at Sinai
Academy, where he was originally
inspired and then went on to confin-
ve his sudies in Ner Yisroel, in
Baltimere. He is now leaming of g _
Yeshiva Gedola in Perh Amboy and
his progress i exceptional. The warmth and passion that he feels for
Yiddishleit is self evident. And-Sasha is eager fo influence others. His younger
brother is now a Sinai studenf because of Sasha. And Sasha retums to Sinai's
summer caomp each year, where he teaches and guides dozens of newly
artived immigront youngsters.

SU«ess stories like this one don't hoppen evernight. Turning immigrant boys
info frue DBnei Torah is not easy, bur ot Sinai Academy if's what they do
best, The care and dedication of the menghel Rabbi Aryeh Katzin, the
Rebbes, and the entire Sinal staff help mold these youngsters into Yeshivaleir,
And the special love and encouragement of the families who host these
boys for Shabbesim are what kindle their Jewish spirir,

Reb Shmuel Lefliowitz and his fomily have been hosting Sinal boys for
years. They opened their home ond their hears to these youngsters, Over
the years, they've encouraged and assisted many bays, and have become
an integral part of their lives. Sashe Keplun was a frequent guest at the
Leflsowitz’s, Ever since he spent  mernorable Sukkos there six years ogo, the
Lefkowitz family has taken him under their wings and nurtured him fo
become what he is today.

Ar the Philadelphia Yeshiva dinner, on February 11, 1996, Sasha had @
Jnique opporruniry to pay fribure fo Reb Shmuel, the Kesser Shem Tov

o e e e e e e e i e e . o

his well deserved honeor. As h
addressed the crowd, all wer
speilbound. "This s a grec
moment in my life,” Sash
began. "Mcy | be
zoche to be mekayem th
mitzvah  of  Hakorc
Hatov.” Many peopl
were  visibly move
Sosha thanked his pa
ents, his wondesful Rabbeim at Sinai, and espedially Reb Shmuel, Swayin
genily in the manner of o mue yeshiva bochur, he expressed his appreciatio
to all those who have helped the cause of the Russian Jewish community.

The Rash HaYeshiva, Rav Eiva Sved, Shiita, rook obvious pride in Sasha’s pre
sentation. As founder and mentor of Sinat Academy, he kaows Sasha’s -
and Sinai’s — struggles and wriumphs firsthand. In his inspiring remarks, th
Rosh HaYeshiva stressed the importance of helping recent arrivals fror
Russia. He praised those who understond how imperative it is to b
mekarev these children.

s Sasha Kapiun oddressed the crowd. he quoted Reb Lei

Gurowitz, Zatzal, the Gateshead Rosh Yeshiva. "The Ribono She
Olam,” he soid, "gives a taslk only to those who are capable of har
dling it. When Klal Yisroel soid Noase Vnishmeh ar Har Sinai the
understood this. They were so confident that they accepted the Tora
even before they had heard ir, they didn't ask questions.”

he message for our generation is clear. We must redouble ot
effors in assisting the large immigrant community in our midst. Th
unique rask was given 1o us and we must rise fo the s l N A
challenge, gracicusly and  unquestioningly. And
may we all, iike Reb Shmuel Lefkowitz, be zache -

awardee, As a spedial surprise, Sasha was asked fo presert Reb: Shmuel with o see the fruirs of our labors, AR
(A CADEMY
This ad has been sponsored by: Reisman Bros. Bakery, Chaim Fuhrer, Moshe Gluck & Avrohom Kessler i

Sinai Academy Yeshiva High School was founded by 7 Master Builder ... .......$5000 [ One Month Scholarship ... .. 36
Rabbi Aryeh Katzin nine years ago upon the mandate of the [ Qne Year Scholarship ... ... 3600 0 Sponsor a Shabbatone ... .. 25
Gedolei Torah to bring an awareness of Yiddishkeit to Russian  #J §ix Month Scholarship . . . . . 1800 O Sponsor Meals for One Day . .18
immigrant youth, toward the ultimate goal of becoming Bnel  JElefClub . .............. 1000 ) One Week Scholarship .. .. .. 10
Torah, thereby creating leaders for Russian Jewry. O Sponsor Learning at the O Membership ............... 5

As we celebrate our redemption from avdus to cheirus, Yeshiva for One Day ....... 500 (1 One Day Scholarship ... .... 3
help us lead our searching youths from freedom to be avdei
Hashem. Let’s bring them to Sinai . . . and beyond. Name
Dear Rabbi Katzin, Address |

. City State Zip
I'will not stand by and watch my brothers . ,
el: () Fax: ()

from the former Soviet Union be lost to
Yiddishkeit,

Enclosed please find $ to help you in your
holy work in Sinai Academy bringing these children closer to
Hashem.

Charge my credit card T MC 71 VISA  Card #
Exp. date

Please make your tax deductable donation payable to:
Sinai Academy, 2025 79th St, Brooklyn, NY 11214 « 718-256-7400

Signature



“VEHIGADETA... ” PARENTS AND CHILDREN

Pia Wolcowitz

The
Interview

had prepared something, just in case.

After all, this was to be my father’s
show. Spouses and children were invit-
ed to appear on the camera for the final
moments of the interview. I was hop-
ing my mother would say a few words
of her own experiences, but frankly, I
doubted that would happen. Mama is
very private.

First the cameraman, Joe Goldfenster,
ariived. As he unpacked his equipment,
he mentioned that his parents were from
Europe too, and after the war they had
settled in Israel. At one point he sighed
and said, “G-d didn’t love us too much
then.” A sadness came over me. He was
not a Torah observant Jew. I thought, we
share the same roots, yet how distant the
branches grow.

My father stood by the table going
over the documents and materials he
had prepared for the interview. Then he
went to watch the cameraman as he
tacked a black cloth over the window—
to shut out the light, I suppose.
Deddy—that’s what I call my father—
Deddy said to him, “I think you are
maybe hanging up the wrong cloth, Mr.
Goldfenster”

Joe gave Deddy a puzzled stare.
“What kind should it be?” he asked.

“Fenster means ‘window’ in Yiddish.
It should be a gold cloth on the window,
just like your name.”

The cameraman smiled. “1 see vou
have a good sense of humor, Mr. Spiel-
man.” That’s true. Deddy knows how to
be light and funny, or serious and
strong-willed, depending on what the
situation calls for.

Iwasn’t exactly eager to speak but I

Finally, the interviewer, a Rabbi
Steven Schwab, arrived at 8:30 a.m., crisp
in blue pants and a gray v-neck sweater,
He had a round, shaved face and pep-
per gray hair. He locked and sounded
like a professional, and I was pleased.
This wouldn’t be some casual, slipshod
interview but the real thing. I was struck
by his well-modulated, radio-announc-
er voice. It was a voice that could’ve
come from anywhere in America. I on
the other hand have a slight Brooklyn
accent. I live in Boro Park.

abbi Schwab turned to the cam-
Reraman. “Everything arranged?”

Joe nodded. He took out a yarmulke
from his jean pocket and placed it care-
fully on his head. Suddenly he turned
to my mother. “What’s that noise?” he
said.

Everyone looked at each other. It was
the Shabbos timer ticking in the living
room.

“Is there any way to turn it off?” Joe
asked.

“No, it’s permanently connected,” my
mother told him. “But maybe I can cover
it She brought in two blankets and a
pillow and held it over the timer, seem-
ing pleased to have a task that required
her skills. Unfortunately, a muffled
sound still came through. Joe looked at
a loss then shrugged and motioned for
Rabbi Schwab to proceed.

He began, “I'm going to ask you to
sign this release agreement. As we
spoke on the phone the agreement only
permits this interview to be used for
works or projects we believe would be
of educational, historical or religious

I could see Deddy’s forehead work-
ing slightly, trying to keep up with his
words.

“No movies,” Deddy stated.

Rabbi Schwab blinked a few times,
“No, that’s what I'm trying to tell you”
He paused and looked at his watch. “As
you know, the format is twenty minutes
prewar histories, sixty minutes war his-
tory, and forty minutes post war histo-
ry, as well as a personal message.”

Deddy was glancing at the table from
the corner of his eyes. “Please, I would
like you to check the material that I pre-
pared special like you told me”

Rabbi Schwab held up his hand. “Let
us begin and we will get to it Jater”

Deddy sat forward in his armchair,
I could tell for the rest of the interview
he'd be wondering when he’d get a
chance to present those documents he
was so anxious about.

Rabbi Schwab looked over at my
mother and me. “I'm afraid your pres-
ence may distract Mr. Spielman,” he told
us, and so Mama and I left the living
room and sat quietly nearby in the
kitchen.

e started with the prewar ques-
Htions, and through the details
and fragments, Deddy’s former
life began to emerge: He came from
Skawina a city of 5,000 people, with 100
Jewish families. His father had a whole-
sale business of furs, wood and coal.
There were eleven children in the fam-
ily, five brothers and six sisters. At 13 he
left for Krakow to study in the Bobover
Yeshiva, Eitz Chaim.
“What were some of your memories
growing up in Skawina?”

Mrs. Wolcowitz lives in the Boro Park section of Bro;l:-
lyn. This is her first appearance in these pages. E
1

value”

“I remember this: My father had
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hired a scribe to write a Sefer Torah
before he passed away. I was very young
but I remember the day it was completed
because my mother had prepared spe-
cial delicacies and cakes for all who came
to celebrate. The Bobover Rebbe of saint-
ed memory, may his blood be avenged,
also attended and wrote in one—how
do you say os,~—" he broke off. “Help
me, Rabbi”

Joe offered quietly, “Lettering”

Rabbi Schwab said loudly, “Letter of
the Aleph Bet”

Deddy nodded and continued, “Later
on, there was a big fear of the Germans
coming. Before the war broke out, one
of the first things I did was go to the shul
where we prayed in Skawina to take home
our special Sefer Torah. | brought it home
and looked for a hiding place. I found a
deep hollow space in the attic ceiling”

abbi Schwab asked, “What kind
Rof house did you live in?”

My mother and [ crept to the
entranceway so we could unobtrusive-
ly look at Deddy while he spoke.

“It was a corner house built before
was born in 1911 Just then Deddy’s face
became animated. “Do you know what
happened? My father told me that they
were building the second floor of the
house and he was thinking of building
a third. But one day, the Bobover Rebbe
passed by and told my father not to
build a third floor. And that is how the
hollow in the attic came to be, and that
is how I was able to hide the Sefer Torah
with its special blue velvet coat during
the war” Mama and 1 exchanged
glances. This Torah is now housed in the
shul of the present Bobover Rebbe,
N,

As1listened to the events preceding
the war, stories that [ had heard often
in my childhood, it struck me how fit-
ting it was to be sitting here now, lis-
tening once again, a witness to the events
my father had experienced. Growing up,
I had always felt like a witness to his sto-
ries. I didn’t tell my own stories, like the
time my feelings got hurt because hard-
ly any girls showed up for my bas mitz-
vah party, or the time I had to skip lunch

because I forgot my lunch bagat home.
How could | complain of a missed lunch
when my father had gone days with no
food to sustain him?
P and took a short break. Mama and
I came out with hot drinks and
cookies. Joe complimented her on the
cookies, then said, “Are you going to
appear at the end of the tape, Mrs.
Spielman?”

“No, no,” she shook her head.
I was disappointed to hear this,

resently, they finished the first tape

though not surprised. She never talked
about these things. Even still, | had a
sense of what she had undergone in the
war. | saw it in the way she flinched when
the door bell rang, the potato peels she
was reluctant to discard, the acute pro-
tectiveness that came over her whenev-
er I went on a simple school trip. I had
heard her story, despite her best efforts
to stifle it. Just like the Shabbos clock,
I thought suddenly. If I listened carefully,
I could hear its muffled ticking.

“Are you sure there isn’t a message
you want to relate?”
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I smiled slightly at the cameraman’s
persistence. He didn't know Mama.
“No,” she said flatly. “I do not want to
speak.”

Joe turned to me. “As the daughter,
I'm sure you have some words to say.”

[ said, “T thought [

Mama intercepted, “Pia will not
speak either.” Joe gave her an intent,
questioning look. Mama explained, “It
wouldn’t be fair, the rest of the children
are not here.”

I said nothing. Even if I really want-
ed to speak, I wouldn’t publicly con-
tradict Mama.

Toe scratched his head, “Mrs. Spiel-
man, are you always this fair?”

“Yes.” she said, unblinking.

Then Deddy said tentatively, “Maybe
you shouild let her speak. She is the next
generation. We should hear”

Suddenly an overwhelming urge to
speak came over me, a yearning that had
bubbled up out of nowhere. [ glanced
at Mama. She did not answer. She
wouldn’t disagree with my father in
front of others, but I knew she was dis-
pleased. The cameraman’s eyes passed
over mine, and just then it hit me: he
knew. He too was a survivor’s child. He
understood my dilemma better than
anyone: Do | speak, do I not speakt How
can I, how can I not? I shrugged and
said, “What do I have to say after all that
you've been through?”

section relating to the actual war his-
tory.

At Rabbi Schwab’s prompting,
Deddy spoke: “In Mauthausen everyone
had to give up anything he possesses. We
went to undress naked and we went into
the showers and came out in another
way. Then we got our clothes like a pris-
oner” I couldn’t help noticing Deddy’s
English begin to falter. It usually does
when he speaks about the difficult
parts.“I had one small book of the holy
tzaddik Noam Elimelech, the first edition,
and a shofar 1 had too” He sighed.
“These [ had to leave behind or they
would kill me.”

“How long did you stay in this con-
centration camp?”

It was time for the second tape, the

32

The Jewish Observer, April 1996



“A few months. We had been sent out
of Plashow and sent to Mauthausen.”

Rabbi Schwab referred to a little note-
book. “Were you notified beforehand?”

“Tell me,” Deddy said, “do you know
a murderer who lets his victims know
his plans?”

Rabbi Schwab flushed. At that
moment 1 felt a little sorry for him.
Rabbi Schwab muttered, “Well, maybe
someone told you or.or warned you,
something like that.”

“No!l” Deddy explained. “No, they
didn’t notify us. They kept everything
a secret. When they sent the people to
Auschwitz, they told them that they are
going for showers. And it’s true. It was
showers but not with water. It was with
CYCmmiyC”

“Cyclon-B gas,” Rabbi Schwab said.

“Gas!” said Deddy. He fell silent.

“So you were sent to Auschwitz?” he
prompted.

“No, no,” Deddy told him. “I stayed
in the Mauthausen concentration camp.
They only sent out my mother and the
grandchildren.”

“And did you ever see them again?”

“No more.”

“And you remained in the concen-
tration camp—" Rabbi Schwab glanced
down at his notebook and made a mark
with his pen, “till the end of—"

Deddy interrupted, “When I ran over
from the men’s part to the women’s part
to see my mother before they loaded her
on the truck, I wanted to even still give
her some money. So she said to me,”
Deddy’s jaw trembled and he started to
cry, “she said, My dear child, | don’t need
it anymore, I don’t need it anymore.”
Deddy blew his nose loudly and closed
his eyes, anguished. After a few
moments, he continued, “People had the
feeling. They knew what was going on
but they couldn’t help it.”

I saw Joe bend his head low and
briefly wipe his eyes. He said quietly,
“Mr. Spielman, would you want us to
stop the tape for a minute?”

Deddy looked startled. He had for-
gotten he was being taped. He shook his
head.

The questions went on: What were
the conditions like in the camps? Did

you sleep in barracks? How long were
you in Plashow? I listened intently, wait-
ing for something, [ wasn’t sure what.
Then it occurred to me: I was waiting
for Rabbi Schwab to react. He was pro-
fessional, smooth, correct and maybe a
little bland. He was an American, son of

Americans, one step removed from the
whole thing.

e finally arrived at the fourth
Wand final tape, the tape that
dealt with the postwar years,

the section that had so concerned
Deddy.

Rabbi Schwab rose and went over to
the table where Deddy had laid out the
documents and pictures.“Now let’s look
quickly through”

Deddy reached for the photos and

material lying on the very top of the pile.
“This is the story that is most important
to me. I went back to Austria—-"

Suddenly Joe sucked in his breath.
“Look at these photos!”

Mama and I moved closer. There
were pictures of what the camps and the
survivors looked like when the Ameri-
can troops first entered. “This is a real
treasure!” Joe exclaimed.

Mama nodded, recognizing the pho-
tos.™ 1 had them hidden away from the
children when they were growing up. I
was planning to give them away to a
museum.”

Joe’s eyes widened. “Then | have to
record these pictures immediately!”

“One minute,” Deddy countered. “]
want to show you these documents of
my oldest brother who is buried in Wels,
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Austria, and how I got special permis-
sion to have a tombstone put in his
memory.”

Now Rabbi Schwab spoke up. “T don’t
know if we have time for either digres-
sion.” He looked down at his watch and
frowned. “We still have to cover other
aspects of the postwar vears, and there’s
the personal message, too”

A stubborn look settled on Deddy’s
face, a look that said, “That’s what you
think, mister”

Sensing the rising tension, Joe said,
“If I may use the phone I'll call my boss
and get permission to go on to a fifth
tape” He turned to my father and looked
him directly in the face, “Please allow me
to tape these pictures. I don’t know how
much longer they’ll be available know-
ing your wife wishes to give them
away. We have never come upon this
kind of material anywhere. We can do
both—the documents important to
you and the pictures important to me.”
Deddy nodded his assent, and that is

exactly what happened.
he fourth tape was completed to
I my father and Joe Goldfenster’s
satisfaction.

Tape five consisted of a personal mes-
sage from Deddy. He worked his tem-
per up till his voice reached a loud inten-
sity : “Hate the Germans and Austrians!
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Zachor! Al Tishkach. Remember what
they did to vs, to my family! It’s not
humanity to kill them but never ever
have anything to do with them.” His
voice slowed to a calm, almost entreat-
ing tone. “And always try to be kind, live
in peace. Let people know, what Hitler,
yimach shemo, tried to stamp out, he
couldn’t accomplish.”

As my father spoke on, recounting
how he and Mama returned to Skawina,
Poland, in 1948 to officially retrieve the
hidden Torah from the attic as well as
some other items, | sat in my seat, look-
ing at him. His eyes darted, he sat for-
ward, a moment later slumping in his
chair. Tears had sprung to his eyes which
he impatiently wiped with the back of
his hands. His fist was clenched in
anger-—or was it despair? But now he
was spreading his wiry arms as if to
embrace the world. Tears formed in my
own eyes, I remembered all the scary
feelings I had growing up—my night-
mares of doors being pounded down,
strangers crawling through windows
into our house, and I remember the
comforting words of my father, “A
cholemm is a nd’ar und G-it is a Har” (A
dream is folly, G-d is in charge.) When
Kennedy was shot, when Vietnam broke
out and [ was so frightened my broth-
ers were going to be drafted, I always ran
to Deddy, to his faith. That faith of his,

NO. T IN ISRAEL —

J
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he had passed on to me and to my sis-
ter and brothers, and my uncles and
aunts and many people who came into
contact with him,

the living room and said, “There’s

something I need to say.” I looked
back at Mama for her tacit permission.
Her eyes were inscrutable but it seemed
to me that she nodded slightly. My hands
trembled a little as I took the microphone
from my father. I said, “When G—d test-
ed Abraham on Mount Moriah, the
Sages compared it to a vessel put into a
fire of a kiln that emerged unbroken. My
father - - he withstood the fire” T bent
toward my father. “Deddy,” 1 whis-
pered, “you taught me how to endure,
how not to break. This is your legacy to
me. Thank you.” Then I returned the
mike to Deddy and hugged him.

“That’s a wrap,” said Rabbi Schwab,
closing his notebook. He untangled
himself and Deddy from the wires of the
microphone,

Another round of thank-you's were
exchanged and Rabbi Schwab said
goodbye and left. Meanwhile the cam-
eraman removed the cloth from the win-
dow and readjusted the furniture. As he
slung his knapsack across his back and
prepared to leave, I felt a strange feel-
ing—empty and full at the same time,
Owir past was stuffed into that knapsack
with the tapes inside. Even if it were a
bitter past it was our past, and I want-
ed to linger a bit longer with it. I won-
dered about Joe and his parents who had
gone through the war, and his comment,
“G-d didn’t love us too much then” It
made me think of a song, “G-d’s love is
but hidden, in time we’ll know why.”

After the door had shut behind the
cameraman, Deddy turned to me with
a happy glint in his eyes. “You see, my
tochter, always make sure you get what
you need. In the end, they made a fifth
tape. Rabbi Schwab wanted to finish
quick, The cameraman wanted what was
interesting to him. Me, I made sure if
we're doing an interview, let’s do it right!”

And Mama as she headed towards the
kitchen said, wonderingly, as if think-
ing aloud, “Sometimes, maybe, it is good
to speak.” m

S uddenly I stood. I crossed back into
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“VEHIGADETA...

Post-Purim
Ruminations

ad news sells newspapers. The
B greater the scandal, the bolder the

headline—the more people flock
to buy the paper and “read all about it.”
When one of Acheinu Bnei Yisroel
makes the papers, it is all too often for
something negative. Their everyday
acts of kindness and chessed go unno-
ticed and unreported. Such is the nature
of news.

So we don’t see articles about a Hat-
zolah member who rarely gets a night
of uninterrupted sleep. Or a Bikur
Cholim volunteer who visits hospitals,
stocks the Shabbos apartment, and oth-
erwise comforts patient and family
alike. We have wonderful role models for
our children in our community. But we
cannot expect the media to publicize
these people and their ma'asim tovim
(good deeds).

Throughout the past fourteen years
of teaching 13-14 year olds, I have lis-
tened to my talmidim recount to each
other—with unerring accuracy-—every
detail of the latest machlokes (dispute)
or scandal that v'n unfolds itself. While
our children unquestionably are keen-
ly aware of the beauty of our society,
they are strongly influenced by the ver-
bal barbs they hear pointing out its
shortfalls.

Parents often comment to me that—
for better or worse—today’s children are
much more “street smart” than we were
at their age. I suggest that a major cause
for this is that they are privy to adult
conversations in a way that we never
were. When our parents engaged in seri-
ous conversation, it was automatically
assumed that we were to be excluded
from even hearing the dialogue, never

Rabbi Horowitz teaches 8th grade in Yeshiva of Spring Val-
ley, and serves as English principal of Yeshiva Beis Mikroh,
both in Monsey NY.

» PARENTS AND CHILDREN

mind joining it. Today’s children see and
hear everything. Some may feel that this
is a breakdown in the general derech eretz
of children vis-a-vis their parents; oth-
ers believe that the openness and close
relationship of today’s parents with their
children is a great leap forward, and will
insure that the chain of tradition will
extend to the next generation. Indeed,
we can all look back at classmates of ours
who would perhaps be Shomrei Torah
U'mitzvoshad they been encouraged to
share their thoughts and experiences

Yakov Horowitz

with their parents rather than with their
peers, We must, however, address some
of the pitfalls of the frankness that pre-
vails in our times.

Several years ago, a chozer biteshuva
spent two months with us in our home. He
had come from a small Midwestern town
and had never before been exposed to a
frum community. We spent a great deal of
time talking about many issues. He was flab-
bergasted at the myriad of tzeddaka orga-
nizations—Hatzolah, Bikur Cholim,
G’mach, Tomchei Shabbos, Kupas Ezra,
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etc. What surprised me, however, was the
impression our conversations had on my
children. My son commented to me after one
such discussion that he had never realized
how much chessed 45 done in our comnu-
nity on a daily basis,

approximately one hour Purim morn- .
ing in the home of the treasurer of Kupas
Ezra while his wife goes to shulto hear
the reading of the Megilla. This fund
serves as a conduit for much of the
matanos evyonim (Money Gifts for the
Poor—a requisite mitzva of the day) in
Monsey. During that hour, a steady
stream of Jews came to the door.
Among those were Gabboim (treasuyers)

TEACH YOURSELF
JUDAISM .

EXCITING “HOW TO” of thir shuls it “plate money”—hun-
recs of doilars coliected on rurim qgay
JEWISH BOOKS AND TAPES

for matanos 'evyonim—Rabbornim and
be'alei battim, young and old, rich and

HOW TO CONDUCT SHABBAT IN THE HOME 1 ith th
Everytivng you need B experiance s oy of 1 S1bbah is ncoted 1 poor, they werea aglow wita the true
s exrmoninary awdio cassetls - excapt the chicken soup! The spirt o simcha of Purim. Most striking was the

Shabbat comes alive with the candie kighting, Kiddush, Zemizot, Birkat .
Horrazon and much more for yau 1o lsam and anoy. broad spectrum of our community that
128. How ¥ Conduct Shabbat in the Home ............. #1200 was represented during that short time.
From shtreimel to “black hat” to “no hat
on the kipa”—the incredible display of
Ahavas Yisroel was breathtaking. With a
quick “Simchas Purim” and “Please say
a gutten Purim to the Gabbai” we all
wished each other besuros tovos (May we
hear good tidings)—a beracha for our
Acheinu Bnei Yisroel in Eretz Yisroel—

arents often comment

fo me that—for befter
or worse—today’s
children are much more
“street smart” than we
were at their age.

I of this came to my mind
Purim morning. For the past few
years I have been spending
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and they rushed off to continue their
hectic day.

tnessing this flow of joyful,
W;enerous humanity, the
familiar tune of a Chassidic

Shabbos niggun came to mind. I start-
ed humming it, thinking of its lyrics
paraphrased for the occasion: “Volt Ich
geven b'koyach (Were [ to have the ener-
gy), Voit Ich in die gassen gelofin (1 would
run through the streets), Volt Ich geshri-
gen hoyech (1 would shout at the top of
my lungs) ‘mi K'amcho Yisroel {Who is
like Your nation, Israel).”

Doing the above would surely have
raised some eyebrows on Main Street,
and jeopardized my parnossa, so I
decided to commit my feelings to paper
instead; and perhaps use this experience
as a springboard to encourage others to
give “equal time” to discussing the out-
standing examples of tzeddaka v'chessed
that surround us. n
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“VEHIGADETA... ” PARENTS AND CHILDREN

Shiffy Lichter

- A Mothers

[ brace myse[f as { stand
At the entrance of my children’s land
They call it playroom—but to me

Its a corner for confessions, and I'm the returnee.

The room’s empty now—and [ sigh

Not for the work afiead

‘But for another day gone by.

And you children now sleep so peacefully

While I'm picking up the pieces—not mechanically,
‘Cause my feart now aches for those tiny wisps of time
The miltions of moments that never reached their prime.

Every minute I heard you—yet I didn’t hear
‘Cause I didn't pause to sfiow you
How much I really care.

Like when you, my precious four-yearold, so perfectly pug-nosed
Snother silly question to your harried motfier posed.
How amazing that I can so clearly recall.

“Why did Tati pick the green and purple balf?”

The answer I gave you came so flat and dry.
“Probably that was the only one left to buy.”

Now I hear you so much better, now I'm fired no more,
Now your whole being fills mine with awe.

[ could’ve then taken the moment—don’t I have the art
o put smiles in my fittle boy’s heart

With words like “Tati must've decided to buy just such
Because fie knows fis little boy

Laves those colors so much!”

I can say it now but you're asleep
And cannot fiear

And [ didn’t pause to show you
How much [ realfy care.

Now I'm throwing the green and purple ball into its box
nd it's so heavy, like I'd be lifting rocks

Because my heart acfies for the tiny wisps of time

The millions of moments that never reached their prime.

Mrs. Lichter lives in Spring Valley NY. This is her first appearance in these pages.

I bend down for a crumpled piece of creation

‘That should fiave brought my little girl untold elation.

I'm making it out now—I see hands, feet and eyes.

Oh, if I'd have told you, “Sweetie, this picture could win a prize.”

I can say it now but you're asleep
and cannot fear

And I didn’t pause to show you
How much I really care.

It the corner of the room, so humble and ashamed

A green and white notebook lies as if it’s sad and maimed.
Inside this little book more precious than pearls

Are endless rows of AB-C's—and it’s my little girls.

I was frying onions when you flung this in my face

Sind I said, "I'll see it later,” with so little motherly grace.
I didn’t stop to tell you that I'm more proud than ever
‘Cause every single letter looks so crisp and dlever.

I hug your notebook now, gertly make the pages smootf.
‘But you, my preciaus one, may never know this truth
‘Because although I say it now, I know you cannot fear
And I didn't pause to show you then fow much I really care,

“The phone screamed for attention exactly when

We were together playing our faverite one-to-ten.

Your faces dropped when I reached to say Hello,

And your laughing eyes suddenly fost their glow.

It seems so simple now to think clear and straight

nd say, “When I'm playing with my kinderlach, everything

must wait,”

I can say it now but you're asleep
and cannot fiear

And I didn’t pause to show you
How much I really care.

So naw you sleep so peacefully, and dream the sweetest dreams
And precisely here, and precisely now—io spite me, it seems
I'm fully awake~really ready this time

Io make a million moments reach their prime.
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The Jewish Hospice, A Pnognam of The Brooklyn
Hospice: Serving the needs of our Jewish
Community According to Halacha

If and when the physician says that cure is no longer
possible and comfort is of prime importance - and the
patient/ramily is interested in being cared for at home

accoroding to Halacha; We can help!

. Oun comprehensive senvices include:
Showrt-Term Continuous Care at Home
Physician Visits
Pain Management
Registened Nuwse Visits
Home Health Aide Services
Dietary Counseling
Physical, Occupational and Speech Therapies
Short-term in-patient Crisis Management
Meodication and medical equipment
Bereavment Senrvices
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Our patient/family directed program strives to meet the needs of

the individual and the community. We accept patients:
* with tube feedings

-

who 80 not know thein diagnosis
who require IV hydration (on an inpatient basis)
who require blood transfusions (on an inpatient basis)

-

-

-

Our staff is sensitive to the needs of our Jewish
community and encounrages the patient/family €to
consul¢ with their Halachik Posek:

* We respect the Halachic living will
" We respect the psychosocial cultural needs of the Orthodox Jewish
population and respect the Halachic philosophy of the individual patient

* We obsenrve strict dietary laws in our inpatient setting

ENDORSED BY POSKIM -
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL
RABBI DOVID GROSSMAN AT (718) 851-59051
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“VEHIGADETA... ” PARENTS AND CHILDREN

reedom is nothing more than
Fopportunity. itis the blank parch-

ment upon which history can be
written. It is the door hitherto shut and
now opened. It is the opening which
beckons for assertive expression of
self-fulfillment.

Freedom but puts the pen into the
hand of its beneficiary saying: “Here,
now you write your own story!” It pro-
vides the environment, to the one
whom it graces, for proper growth and
development. Like the sunshine, the ram
and the dew, which caress the soil
ehcouraging it to give forth and sustain
its myriad forms of life, freedom invites
those whom it blesses to burst out of the
darkness of enslavement and to clothe
the earth with spiritual creativity.

Freedom is only life’s grand vestibule
which admits one to a much grander
palace wherein life’s ultimate purposes
reside.

Freedom is but the key which
unlocks the shackles that chain us to the
nether world of matter and substance
and which allows us to soar into the lim-
itless expanses of the heavens above.

Freedom is not so much the end of
slavery as it is the beginning of nobili-
ty. |
Reprinted with permission from The Scroll, which is pub-
tished by the Young Iseael of the West Side of Manhattan,

Rabbi Emanuel Gettinger
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How did the D1 |2
become the DT [27?

By listening to Brandman
Library Torah Tapes!

The Moshe and Esther Brandman Memorial Tape Library's lectures address a fascinating array of topics. Insights from scholarly
to mystical will lead you to exhilarating new understandings. Involve yourself in the exciting give-and-take of a stimulating class.
Hear the audience anticipate your questions. Take advantage of this unique Torah resource.

Each tape costs $5.50 {includes postage and handling). Please send your name, address, this form, and payment to The Frumi
Noble Night Kollel, Yeshivas Beis HaMidrash Laforah, 7135 N Carpenter Ave, Skokie, IL, 60077. For more information please
call {312} 267-6963. A catalog of our over 600 tapes, including our other ongoing series will be sent with all orders and upon
request. Recent tapes by Rosh Kollel, Rabbt Yosef Gawvrie! Bechhofer and Maggid Shiur, Rabbi Avraham Kivelevitz, include:

Nach b'Machashava: Rabbi Yosef Gavriel Bechhofer

Approach Nach from & unique and trailblazing perspective. Analyze the
Navi’s story, lext, message and language for the deep and profound insights
in Jewish Thought and Philosophy that they afford. We particularly emphasize
understanding the derachim of the Navi and their application to our according
to the great Ba'alei Machashava such as Reb Tzadok HaKohen of Lublin.
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ONB9. Chaps. 8-9: Yeruba'al and Avimefech part |
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ONB41. Chap. 7: Shimuel's Reign
[INB42-43. Chap. 8: Judaism and Monarchy parts 1 & 2
[INB44-45. Chaps. 8-10: Kings' Rights and the Rise of Shaul parts 1 & 2
ONB44. Chap. [0: Anointing the King
ONB47. Chaps. 10-11: Shaul's First Coronation and Gilad part |
(INB48. Chaps. 11-12: Gilad part 2 and Shmuel's Valedictory part |
INB49. Chaps. 12-13: Shmuet's Valedictory part 2 & A Cryptic Pasuk
ONBS0. Chaps. 13-14: Shaul's First Fatal Error and Phiishtim War
ONBST. Chap. 14 Phlishtim War Continued

Contemporary & Practical Halacha: Rabbi Bechhofer
Halacha at 35,000 Feet - Arplane Travel:
ECH159. Dishonesty in Ticketing (& Related tssues) & Davening Onboard

OCH160. Tefillas HaDerech, Sight Berachos & Landing on Shabbos
OCH!161. Shabhos Landings, Lavatory Halachos and Mezonos Rolls
OCH168. Wills and Testaments: The Issues

£ICH69. Wills and Testaments: The Resolution

0OCH170. Office Parties: Yoreh De'ah Issues

{ICH171. Sodal Gatherings: Moshav Leitzim

Midrash & Agada on the Parasha: Rabbi Avraham Kivelevitz

One of the most unique series anywhere, covering speilbinding topics with
insightful enalysis, using the most profound philosophicel, mystical and
homiletic texts of Yahadus as a springboard. Try this popular series!

BMP1. The Dogs of Egypt (Parashas Be'Shalach)
P2, Sinat Infinitum (Parashas Yisroj

[OMP3. Beyond Civility [Parashas Mishpatim}

OMP4. The Right and the Left {Parashas Teruma)
OMPS. Moshe Rabbeinu: Man of Night (Parashas Tetzaveh|
OMP&. Moshe Rabbeinu: The Defender (Parashas Ki Tisa)
OmrP7. Change of Command (Parashas Vayakhel]
OMP8. Mesorah of Gold (Parashas Pikudei}

OMP9. Outrageous Child [Parashas Vayikra)

OMP1 0. Against Asceticism [Parashas Tzav)

OMPHT. Wine of the World {Parashas Shemini}
OMP12. Mitah: Mizbai'ach Supreme [Parashas Tazri'a)
OMPI3. Putting Evil in its Place [Parashas Metzora)
OMP1 4. Niddah and Ervah {Parashas Acharei Mos)
OMP15. Lavan the Destroyer (Parashas Kedoshim)
OMP16. The Secret of Sefira {Parashas Emor}
OMP17. Yovel Deconstructed [Parashas Behar)
[Pt 8. Celestial Windows {Parashas Bechukosy)
OMP19. The Power of Story (Parashas Beha'aloscha)
OMP20. lyov and the Eitz HaDa'as [Parashas Shelach)
OMP21. Cadre of Villains {Parashas Korach]

OMP22. The QOriginal Shabtai Zvi [Parashas Chukas)
OMP23. Who Are We? [Parashas Balak}

OMP24. The Race to Repugnance (Parashas Pinchos)
OMP25. The Soul of Elul {Parashas Ki Tavo)

[IMP26. The Song of Teshuva (Parashas Ha azinu)
OMP27. Recreating Gan Eden [Parashas Noach)
[IMP28. The Rehabilitation of Terach (Parashas Lech Lecha)
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OMP32. Hidden Woman (Parashas Vayeitzei)
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OOMmP37. Bad Empathy (Parashas Va'Eira)
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or little Yosef, the anticipation is

overwhelming. The mere thought

of two upcoming months to be
spent at sleepaway summer camp cause
Yosef’s eyes to widen, and his heart to
skip a beat. It almost seems as if the ten-
month school year 1s the respite between
annual pilgrimages to the Catskill
Mountains, not the other way around.
But Yosef is excelling in all of his
schoolwork, his Rabbeirmn and teachers
assure you, and his infatuation with
camp is only normal for a boy of his age.
No problem. Besides, there is much to
be gained from the unique setting that
only a sleepaway summer camp can
afford. Yosef is building the foundation
of social interaction that will inform
much of his future, He is giving expres-
sion to creative instincts, as well as
exploring the natural world, all
in a Torah-controlled
environment. No
problem.

Each year
you ponder these same

Shrage Goldschmidt learns in Mesivta Torah Vodaath and
as spent fourteen suminers in Camp Agudah in Ferndale,
N.Y., the past four as a counselor,
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thoughts,
and each year you
arrive at the same conclu-
sion—that you are doing what is right
for your son. Then the phone rings.
Yosef’s menahel explains that your lit-
tle boy has grown up, and is now a 14~
year-old young man. The hanhala feels
that it may be time for Yosef to leave the
summer camp he has been attending,
and enroll in the yeshiva-sponsored
“learning camp.” “This is just some
friendly advice,” the
menahel says,
but the yeshiva
strongly urges
you to lend
some
thought to
his pro-
posal.
He
hangs
up.

You
hang up.
You have a prob-
lem.
As the years advance, so does the
tug-of-war over Yosef’s summer agen-
da grow in intensity.

Thus every year, more parents are
faced with the dilemma, “Should our
teenage boys attend ‘learning camps, or
serve as counselors in the traditional

GHETUALE A TULASLTeTIE L

sleep-
away camps?” It
is a question well worth
pondering.

THE WAY THINGS CHANGED

ears ago, there were no alterna-

tives. Camps Agudah and Mesiv-

ta acted as kiruv organizations,
disguised as summer getaways. They
brought hundreds, even thousands of
children closer to Yiddishkeit, while giv-
ing them a sense of purpose and fun. For
some, these camp experiences laid the
groundwork for the frum lives theylead
today. These camps also gave Holocaust
survivors their first whiff of freedom on
these shores. Hosts of grown men still
speak fondly of Camp Agudah, and the
lessons they Jearned there. Those joyful
days are still held close to their hearts.

Years went by, and these camps meta-
morphosed, along with other private and
organization camps, into the requisite
summer retreat for yeshiva boys to
escape the city’s oppressive heat and to
recharge their spiritual and emotional
batteries, so they could attack the com-
ing school year with renewed zeal.

But soon, teenage yeshiva boys were
faced with a viable choice: The Learn-
ing Camp. Though several, such as
Carap Morris and Ohr Shraga, had been
operating for years, learning camps were

41




Rabbi Mordechai Gifter Nwow in Camp Agudah

steadily gaining prominence. The
premise was this: to carry the yeshiva
experience into the summer, with the
same Rabbeim and friends. Some of the
camps conducted further study of the
school year mesechta, while others
offered opportunities to pursue differ-
ent limudim, areas of study not includ-
ed in the regular school year. The num-
ber of learning camps proliferated,
often as extensions of the yeshivos.
Having much to offer, they do not lack
for enrollees. Moreover, most conven-
tional summer camps came to recognize

the need to pro-
vide structured
learning for the
older yeshiva
bachur, and have
since  instituted
mastmidim programs
as an option.
Rabbi Yaakov
Kamenetzky "% once compared the sum-
mer intersession in the yeshiva year to the
space between parshiyosin the Sefer Torah:
One is not permitted to write on that space;
it must be left blank. Yet it must have the
same kedusha, the same sanctity as the rest
of the Torah scroll. Similarly, the space

Jon more m[oamdmﬂ call 914 356-3//3.

between the Spring
Z’man (semester} and
the Elul/Fall z’man
must  reflect  the
kedusha of the yeshi-
va year. But the space
should be a break in the
intensity of the yeshiva year. 1t should
not be as crowded as the formal yeshiva
year. The bachur who does not honor this
break, cautioned Rev Yaakov, will lack the
freshness and energy required to Jaunch a
new z’'mar.

Beyond question, the learning camps
generally do conform to this prescrip-
tion for optimal summer growth. In fact,
Reb Yaakov encouraged the establishing
of Ohr Shraga as an expression of this
concept. Their learning programs are
definitely more relaxed, and do not fill
the entire day. Living on campus in close
quarters with their Rabbeim and their
families affords the falmidim an unusu-
al opportunity to gain the advantage of
shimusho yoseir milemudo—the greater
impact of serving a rebbe, so to speak,
over only listening to his Torah lectures.
And then, to provide the “space between
Parsha and Parsha” that Reb Yaakov
called for, the facilities of the learning
camps are generally constructed aes-
thetically in rustic, often scenic locations,
usually sporting athletic fields and a
swimming pool, as well. What a great
formula for a relaxing, productive sum-
mer!

And vet, little Yosef, now in his teens,
isn’t sure.

THE SUMMER CAMP ADVANTAGE

he conventional summer camp

boasts many special attributes, as

well. While it has usually been
associated with lots of fun and a smat-
tering of learning, that is no longer an
apt description of its program. Even
fiercely competitive Color War features
all sorts of learning and informational
competitions. The halachos learned in
preparation for the annual Grand Bechi-
na remain with each child long after he
forgets which team won, and which
team lost. Under conditions such as this,
there are no losers. More significantly, the
Torah-study programs in most summer
camps have been expanded, and gener-
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ally are led by professional mechanchim,
reaching a level not thought possible
before—thanks, in good measure, to the
lofty goals realized by the learning
camps.

These Rabbeim, plus the enrollees in
the masmidim programs, bring a
respected Torah presence to camp
grounds. And then there are the special
occasions that revolve around visits from
towering Torah personalities.

Which Ruach Country camper can for-
get how just a few short years ago, Rabbi
Yaakov Yitzchok Ruderman "3t and
v rar Rabbi Mordechai Gifter spent their
entire summers with us, in Camp Agudah?
I, amongst hundreds of others, shook hands
with Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky>"Sv on his
visits to Camp Agudah. We each recetved
sherayim from the Bluzhover Rebbe 731,
We sat in awe as these giants of the Torah
world addressed us. We were only children,
yet these Gedolim took a moment (and their
successors still do) to talk with us, walk with
us, and share a few thoughts with us, Where
else could a young child have the opportu-
nity to have such personal contact with a
Gadol? I will forever treasure these indeli-
ble memories,

COUNSELING—A FACTOR IN
PERSONAL GROWTH

nother important component
Ain this picture is the counselor.

Teenagers may generally look to
their own parents for guidance, but dur-
ing the summer, the counselors are the
parents, with a family of fifteen! They
are under constant observation, weath-
ering the harsh gaze and evaluation of
fifteen campers, their thirty parents, and
the camp hierarchy. Indeed, the self-
actualization and responsibility gained
by the counselor are invaluable. It is
unlikely that a learning experience such
as this could be found at any other
venue.

On the other side of the coin are the
campers, and their development as
caring, responsible bnei Torah. Good
middos and derech eretz cannot be
administered to a child through an injec-
tion in the arm. They are traits that are
adopted after observing others who con-

actions, gestures and attitudes expressed
by the mashpia—the source of influ-
ence—rain down on the person being
affected by it all.

The impact a counselor can have on
a child over a two-month period of
laughing, crying, learning and living
together is incalculable. It is not the
Rebbe that a child discusses
incessantly during
each school-

u |
he interaction |
between camper

and counselor is

beyond chinuch. In

the words of

E

. day’s
Rabbi Yaakov recess,

Rabbi

Kamenetzky Simmoh
;7.,31,’ itis a Kaufman,
head-coun-
malter Of R ¥ selor at Camp
4 H ¥ «:.F:IakJ IZ-der an AgUdah’ and
hOShPO med rect Syrin éqalinp :‘;udah Rebbeat Yeshiva
Enﬂuence Torah Temima,

tells us; it is the counselor.
B If you are between thirty and fifty

years of age, it is likely that you too
attended a summer camp. Think back.
Isn’t there at least one counselor who
took you under his wing? The fact that
you still remember him after all these
years is evidence of the lasting impres-
sion he had on you.

The same is true with the campers
and counselors of today. The bond that
is cemented during the summer often
lasts into and throughout the school
1 year.... and beyond. Telephone conver-

stantly display them. The interaction
between camper and counselor is
beyond chinuch. In the words of Rabbi
Yaakov Kamenetzky 531, it is a matter

of hashpa’'a—indirect influence.

Reb Yaakov once pointed out that the
word hashpa'ais related to shipue—slant-
ed, as in a pitched roof. When one stands
undet the edge of a slanted roof during a
rain-storm, the Rosh Yeshiva said, the rain-
drops that hit any part of the roof roll
down and shower upon the person

beneath the eaves. So too do all the sations and even learning bechavrusa

THIS YEAR, WHEN YOU
BUY A NEW HAT FOR PESACH,
USE YOUR HEAD.

Shoppers Delight invites you to use your head while shopping for 2 hat this Pesach season.
At Shoppers Delight, we carcy the latest styles — such as Borsalino wide brimmed hats — in all shapes and sizes.
Our large selection of famous brands guarantees the perfect fit for weekday, Shabbos or Yom Tov hats.
With over 20 years of experience, our guality and service is unmatched. So visit our convenient location in Boro Park,

W and see for yourself how getting & hat at Shoppers Delight really makes a lot of sense.

BORSALING
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$65
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$85
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$70

STETSON HANDLEY

$40
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$55
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$25-35

The Right Hat... The Right Fit... The Righ: Price...

5021 12TH AVENUE {CORNER OF 5iST STREET) BROOKLYN, NY - {718) 438-8889

SHOPPERS DELIGHT... IT MAKES CENTS.
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sations and even learning bechavrusa
between counselor and camper are
becoming less the exception, and more
the rule. Parents who send their sons to
summer camps are surely aware of this
powerful influence. Just as they would
never accept any less than the very best
food, clothing, and shelter for their“lit-
tle Yosef,” shouldn’t they feel the same
way about his chinuch and the nature of
the hashpa'a to which he is subject?
Remember-—as time passes, all of the
“bells and whistles” of the camp expe-

rience will fade away. What's left is what
is inside. And that is molded during the
younger years of one’s life. Parents—and
mechanchim—must be satisfied that
they are entrusting their children into
the hands of the person best suited for
the job.

SUMMER AS A COUNSELOR—DETOUR
ON THE ROAD TO GROWTH?

ut what about the young man
Bwho strives to grow in his own

ruchniyus—the ideal candidate

818
38250

T would like to help Ezras Torah's needy,

Please contad e regarding establishing an Ezras Torah Endowment Fund for &

Plesse send me 20 Ezras Torah Pocket Calendar, 3756 (checked below).
My contribution is enclesed. &
3 Pocket-sized Hebrew Luach 9 Pocket-sized Enghish Luach 2 Wall-sized Hebrews luach 1]

Make check payable to: Name

EZRAS TORAH Address

235 East Broadway city

New York, NY 10002 “

(212) 227-8960 Swte Zip
Tel

Enclosed is my tax deduciible contribution for: 12
510 5180
=4 51,000 15

2836
18360

550
2 8500

{ Free Loan Pung 2 Medical Fund

for Yosef’s counselor? “By becoming a
counselor instead of attending a learn-
ing camp,” he argues, “I won’t reach my
full potential!”

The Gemora (Eruvin 54b) indicates

otherwise:

Rav Preida had a talmid who had to be
taught everything four hundred times
before he would properly comprehend the
lesson. One day, the talmid was distract-
ed by the fear that his Rebbe would have
to leave at any moment, and did not grasp
the lesson even after 400 repetitions. Rav
Preida said, “Give me your attention and
Fwill teach you an additional four hundred
times,” after which the talmid finally mas-
tered the lesson. A Bas Kol (heavenly voice}
went forth, and offered Rav Preida a
choice of rewards: either 400 additional
years to his life, or Olam Habba (the
World-to-Come) for his entire generation.
Ultimately, he was awarded both,

How could a man of Rav Preida’s
stature sacrifice so much of his time to
teach just one subject to a pupil eight
hundred times?! Did he give no thought
to his own agenda for growth?

Just the opposite is the case; Rav Prei-
da did not fear that involvement in the
improvement of others might be
incompatible with self-improvement. To
the contrary, it proved to be the key to
self improvement! This is borne out by
the nature of his reward: Olam Habba
for his entire generation. When a per-
son’s action results in an achievement
of this sort, it surely testifies to the lofty
level of that act, as well as the profound
spiritual impact it had on all others of
his time. (This is based on Chapter 9 of
Mezakeh Horabbim, by Rabbi Yoseif
Yoizel Horowitz, om¥1.)

The same can hold true for a camp
counselor, who truly focuses on the
opportunity that lies in helping others.
By quenching another’s thirst for Torah,
he concurrently gives expression to his
own drive for self-improvement. A
teenaged counselor who devotes his
summer days to learning and teaching
his campers, even while playing with
them—all with an eye toward influ-
encing them to be bnei Torah—is indeed
helping himself as he works with oth-
ers, and is truly being Mekadeish Sheim
Shamayim. This is not beneath his dig-
nity; it is what builds it!

The opportunities inherent in being
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The late Gerrer Rebbe >y visiting Camp Agudah

scored by the words* of Rabbi Yaakov
Kamenetzky >3

“Why was it,” asked Rav Yaakov, “that
all the early leaders of Klal Yisroel, such as
Yaakov Avinu, the Shevatim, Moshe
Rabbeinu, and David Hamelech, were mere
shepherds? The reason for this particular
background,” he explained, “is that a shep-
herd must possess the ability to deftly take
the needs of individuals into account
while leading a large, unruly group. It is this
uncanny ability that prepared these great
{eaders to uitimately lead people—Klal Yis-
roel—on much grander a scale.

“But there are no shepherds today,”
commented Reb Yaakov. “Where will our
leaders come from now? The summer
camps, where each child has his own needs,
and moves at his own pace. Yet they must
function as part of a group. Thus summer
camps serve as the breeding grounds for
the future leaders of Klal Yisroel. The coun-
selors are the shepherds, and the campers
are their ‘flock’” [Interestingly enough, in
his 1984 letter to the campers of Camp
Agudah, Rabbi Yaakov Yitzchok Ruderman
9wy writes: ... | greatly enjoy visiting and
staying in Camp Agudah to see‘the young
flock”” Mere coincidence? You decide.]

THE DILEMMA REVISITED

choose intelligently. The teenage

child together with his parents and
Rabbeim must sit down and decide what
is best for him as an individual. Cer-
tainly, both learning camps and sleep-
away camps each have many valuable
benefits to offer. The learning camp
offers a type of Gemorg-study that can-
not easily be replicated in other settings.
For many yeshiva bachurim—including,

It is important, then, for one to

* Related to the author by Rabbi Nisson Wolpin, who
heard them from the Rosh Yeshiva close to forty years
ago.

of course, potential Gedolei Yisroel—
there is no choice but the learning camp
for their summer. Others—once again
including future leaders of Klal Yisroel—
will find an opportune setting for
learning, giving, and growing in the con-
ventional sleep-away camp.

Those concerned should collaborate
in making a choice we all can live by
{including the youngsters the coun-

selors-to-be will be shepherding). The
decision may seem to be relevant for
only eight weeks of the summer at most,
during just two or three years of his life.
But the ramifications can be far more
lasting. If potential young mechanchim
are not encouraged to guide the gener-
ation of the future, imagine how they
might be remembered when they are the
generation of the past! ]

forever.
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Rabbi Shelomoh Eliezer Danziger

B S
IN
REVIEW

Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch—Archi-
tect of Torah Judaism in the Modern
World, by Rabbi Eliyahu Meir Klugman
{Mesorah Publications, Brooklyn, NY
1996, 24.99 h.c., $20.99 p.b.)

his reviewer has been a student
I and follower of Rabbi Samson
Raphael Hirsch for over fifty
years. Yet, this superb book by Rabbi
EM. Klugman comes as a revelation.
Factual details of biography, history and
ideology, thoroughly documented from
a great variety of over two hundred
sources (see Bibliography), attest to the
painstaking scholarship of Rabbi Klug-
man, The author acknowledges that he
was directed to countless sources by Pro-
fessor Moredechai Breuer of Jerusalem,
who has done research on the themes
of this book for almost half a century.
The result is a scholarly biography of
Rabbi Hirsch.

Far from diminishing the religious
inspiration of this book, the scholarship
confirms it. The book is not only most
readable and interesting, it is fascinat-
ing. The stream of interrelated events
and developments move the reader
onward, so that it becomes difficult for
him tolay down the book before it is fin-
ished. No doubt the numerous pho-
tographs of well-known (and some
notorious) persons, places and docu-
ments contribute to the fascination.

The following two sentences from the
Author’s Preface will demonstrate both
the value of the book and the quality of
its writing:

If a biography of Rabbi Hirsch is to be
justified on its own terms then it must
demonstrate that he belongs not enly to
the past but to the present, and that his
ideals and the manner in which he put
them into practice throughout his long and
eventful life still fluminate and instruct
today. Any account of his life which does

Rabbi Danziger lives in Lakewood NJ.

not serve as a guide for living is an epitaph
of dubious value, not a living testament.

It is well-known that in 1934 the
Gerer Rebbetold Rabbi Schwab %1 that
“Rabbi Hirsch, the Tzaddik of Frankfurt,
was a living Mussar-Sefer” In a reversed
sense, this biography is “a living Mus-
sar-Sefer” The Rabbi Samson Raphael
Hirsch whom we have
hitherto known from our
reading ceases to be the leg-
endary figure whose works
we study and read, and
whose stern, immobile vis-
age adorns the wall of our
dining-rooms. In this biog-
raphy he becomes a living
Ga'on and tzaddik of flesh

[ fear of G-d, and his faith and trust in

Hashem? Anyone who had the privilege
of seeing him at prayer could not help
but recognize these lofty qualities in him,
and feel how inadequate he himself was
in these areas!”

We also read that “his last hours in
the world, on Monday, 27 Teves were
spent reciting Tehillim”

This book is indeed a
“living Mussar-Sefer,” for
through it, Rabbi Hirsch
lives again before our very
eyes.

The K’say Sofer said of
Rabbi Hirsch: “We spoke at
length on Torah subjects—
and whatever topic we dis-

and blood, whose stirring
drashos we hear, whose last
Ne'ila-service—which he led—we expe-
rience, all in the words of eyewitnesses
who have recorded their deeply personal
reactions. The stern, immobile visage
dissolves into the warm, living face of
the aged Ga'on and tzaddik that breaks
into tears when told by Rabbi Yitzchok
Elchonon’s emissary, Dayan Chaikin,
about the ongoing pogroms in Russia.
We also learn that “afterward they dis-
cussed various details of Shemos Gittin,
and the visitor was amazed at his host’s
breadth of knowledge of this arcane sub-
ject”

ost impressive are the descrip-
Mtions of his son, Dr. Mendel
Hirsch, who speaks of his

father’s lofty character, firmness of will
and his iron self-control; his unwaver-
ing diligence in Torah study, his tireless
dedication to his work, how he pushed
himself incessantly. “Who could see
those eyes and not feel that they had
penetrated to the depths of his soul?—
Shall I speak of his warm congeniality,
his sense of humor and the sharp wit-
ticisms that occasionally shot out from
him like abolt of lighting? Shall I speak
of his endless patience, his refreshing
personality, his incomparable acts of
kindness and charity?-—Shall [ speak of
the deep equanimity and serenity of soul
that enabled him to persevere in his
Torah studies and to continue his pro-
lific work at all times?—Shall I speak of
his sensitivity and the profundity of his

cussed, his reply showed
that he {(Rabbi Hirsch) had Shas and
poskim on his fingertips” (p. 102). In
addition, Rabbi Hirsch was a brilliant
philosopher of Torah concepts, writer,
arator, organizer of community insti-
tutions, strategist and polemicist. He was

7 N
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Maskil Lishlomo Torah Seminars

A Master-Teacher of Hashkofo
Horav Shlomo Carlebach, Shlita

is again available on tape in English
on the Parshiyos, the Moadim
and other challenging topics of
Emunos V'Deios

Currently Available:

On the Parshios:
Sefer Shmos (Set of 11 tapes)
New —— Sefer Vayikro (Set of 10 tapes}

On the Moadim: (Each set 10 tapes}
Tu B'shvat thru Purim
New —-+ Nissan thru Lag B'omer

On Eiskes Chayil

Posuk by Posuk  (Set of 8 tapes)

Live unedired lectures approximately
one hour long on high quality C-90,
§ 4.00 per tape, shipping included.
10% off on orders of an entire set.

All orders must be pre-paid 1o

Cong. Shearith Joseph, Inc.
1186 East 19th Street
Brooklyn, New York 11230

&Woewwav BUDGET FORM SERVICES (718) 851-2453_J)

The Jewish Observer, April 1996

47




a Ga'on in Mikra (Scripture) as well as
in Talmud. He possessed much general
knowledge, which he put at the dispos-
al of his Torah dissemination. All this is
documented in this biography in which
Rabbi Hirsch emerges as a multifaceted
spiritual giant. If we consider his great-
ness, Rabbi Hirsch had few equals in
modern times.

icism. In the main, the subject of

Torah im Derech Eretzhas been treat-
ed with careful weighing of documen-
tary evidence instead of ideological bias.
The treatment of this topic ends in an
incisive statement on page 217:

In summation: Rabbi Hirsch did not
consider Torah im Derech Ereizto be lim-
ited only to the time and setting in which
he lived. The question of whether (and to
what extent) it is applicable in a particu-
lar place and historical setting, he left to
the discretion of the rabbinic leadership of
that time and place, The specific modali-
ty by which it was applied in Frankfurt was
dictated by the existing conditions there,
and cannot be used as a paradigm for other
eras and settings.

‘While absolutely correct as stated, it
is somewhat misleading. Rabbi Hirsch
advised Rabbi Zalman Spitzer of Vien-
na, son-in-law of the Chassam Sofer, not

Ihave only one note of dissenting crit-

MozesonfMalinowski Advertising (201)801-0101

it hgrls
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wAL
The Shalom Task Force :’ z
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4 7 '

by ieading Rabbis tro‘-"

Confidential Hotline 718 337 3700

Do it for yourself. Do it for your children,

to support the establishment of a school
in Jerusalem where Arabic would be
taught, a step opposed by the rabbis of
Jerusalem. However, Rabbi Hirsch did
advise Rabbi Spitzer to suggest to the
Torah leaders of Jerusalem that Arabic
be taught in their own school to enable
the students to engage in commerce.
Thus, Rabbi Hirsch was concerned
only with the halacha of local rabbinic
jurisdiction. He would not pasken
against the local rabbis. Ideologically,
however, he favored Torah im Derech
Eretz even in areas unaccustomed to it
when there was no infringement of rab-
binic jurisdiction, or where the rabbis
could be persuaded. Thus, “he wrote to
the Hungarian Minister of Education,
supporting the establishment of a
school in Papain which secular subjects

would be studied, this most likely at the
request of his son-in-law, Rabbi
Salomon Breuer, who served as rabbi
there” (p.217).

In conclusion, this book is highly rec-
ommended. It is must reading. It is fas-
cinating reading. n
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Rabbi Hillel Goldberg

kaftor y'ferach—with perfect, exquisite | such comparisons. They lack meaning

S Jearning” Hearing this, I was intimi- | when offered by those other than the gen-
dated. Me? Go seek out such a Ga’on? 1 | uine talmidei chachamim themselves; and
was afraid.

by the genuine talmidei chachamim... they
are rarely offered. Now, go read, savor,
learn, and emulate. n

Hanoch Teller went. He was not
intimidated. = Courageously, he

=0

EVIEW

And ¥rom Jerusalem His Word: Stories
and Insights of Rabbi Shiomo Zalman
Auerbach zt”l, by Rabbi Hanoch Teller
{Feldheim Publishers, Nanuet, New
York, 1995, $18.,95)

¢ have before us abook on the
Wlate Rabbi Shlomo Zalman
Auerbach, whose learning,

honesty and nullification before
Hashem reached into the hearts of
hundreds of thousands of Jews of all
stripes. A book—is this possible? Can
one actually capture in words the total-
ity of that genuine talmid chacham, as
defined by Shulchan
Aruch—one who knows
every single halacha?

To be successful, such
a book must be a failure.
Such a book must, pre-
cisely for the accuracy of
its insights and the
integrity of its ferreted-
out facts, leave the read-
er dissatisfied. Asking for
more. Awestruck at the
endless depth and lishima
(dedication for the sake of Heaven) of
the subject. Such a book must leave the
reader, in finishing the last page, feeling
as if he had just completed the first.

Hanoch Teller has written such a
book. He did what I did not. When 1
completed a lengthy oral smicha exam
in Jerusalem twenty years ago——an
exam focused largely on Pri
Megadim—my examiner, no slouch,
nonetheless said: “You want to see
someone who really knows P'ri
Megadim? Go see Rabbi Shlomo Zalman
Auerbach, Ask him any P’ri Megadim.
Ask him any question you have, See how
he will fashion and integrate an answer,

Rabbi Hillel Goldberg’s most recent contribution to The
Jewish Observer was “Playing G-d” (Feb. '96).

approached, asked, ferreted out,
researched, sifted, and finally wrote.
Captured in words. The result is And
From Jerusalem His Word. A successful
book, indeed. It whets the appetite.
Leaves one awestruck. Dissatisfied. This
book is a magnificent failure, because it
succeeds. Its teachings are like the most
delicate honey. Read this book. Reread
it. Savor it.

But only up to a point. For the
integrity, the chessed, and the dedication
to Torah that shine through the pages
of this book make one throw up one’s
hands in self-admonishment: “Stop
reading! Start doing! Start learning
more Torah; start emulating the tzad-
dik!”

On that path——the
path of emulation of the
genuine talmid
chacham—the dissatisfac-
tion, and growth, are great
indeed. For “From Zion
Torah shall go forth, and
the word of G-d from
Jerusalem,” where Rabbi
Shiomo Zalman Auer-
bach was born, lived,
taught, and died.

If T might: In one sense, an overzeal-
ous admiration of the talmid-author for
the rebbe occasionally outruns the
bounds of balance, as comparisons are
made between Rabbi Auerbach and
other leading poskim of the time. I fear
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Rabbi Avi Shafran

Taking Umbrage at “Ultra”

hese days, when all Jews have been
I poignantly, tragically reminded of
the Talmudic assertion that
words have great power for evil as well
as for good, it would be a wonderful
time for Jewish journalists and period-
icals to jettison the most common
pejorative in common Jewish use—the
term “Ultra-Orthodox.”

“Ultra”, according to my favorite
word-mine (the American Heritage
Dictionary), has among its meanings
“immoderately adherent” or “exceeding
what is common, moderate or proper’
{emphasis mine). Other sources use syn-
onyms like “extreme” or “too much.”

Thus the term “Ultra-Orthodox”
pointedly, if subtly, presents a reader
with an immediate subjective bias,
something that responsible journal-
ism—and responsible human beings, for
that matter—should avoid whenever
possible. The Jews to whom that unflat-
tering phrase is usually fastened may
indeed be uncompromisingly faithful to
the Jewish heritage, but they are hard-
ly improper or immoderate (other than
with respect to society at large—itself,
many would contend, a less-than-shin-
ing example of moderation).

We who are labeled “Ultras” may well
exceed what is Jewishly “common,”
sadly, in these amoral and assimilationist
times, but are hardly “immoderate” or
“extreme,” a word more often—and
aptly—applied to neo-Nazis and ter-
rorists.

And what about “improper”? Does-
n't the word “proper;” at least from a Jew-
ish perspective, encompass those who
endeavor to practice the full spectrum

Rabbi Shafran is director of public affairs of Agudath Israel
of America. The above article appeared in The Baltimore
Jewish Times, The Jerusalern Post, The Jewish Ledger
{Rochester), and The Canadian Jewish News.

he term “Ultra-Orthodox” pointedly, it subtly,
presents a reader with an immediate subjective

bias, something that responsible journalism—and
responsible human beings, for that matter—should
avoid whenever possible.

of Jewish law and Jewish values? If that
endeavor is indeed “too much,” then we
Jews as a people are in deeper trouble
than we suspect.

Whether most Jews today choose to
live religiously observant lives or not,
those who plan their days on earth in
consonance with Jewish law as codified
for many centuries and practiced by our
common Jewish ancestors for millennia,
are quintessentially Jewish, not “ultra”-
anything. We Hareidim (from the
Hebrew word for “tremble”) may not be
the Jewish mainstream in a sociological
sense, but we are very much so in an his-
torical one.

sing a term that marginalizes us,
l , moreover, is not only an inex-
cusable vilification. It sends a
terrible subliminal message: that in
our way—the way of dedication to the
full Jewish heritage—lies madness.
The message becomes all the more
lamentable when one reflects on how the
Jewish “identity” and “continuity” so
desperately sought by so many Jewish
leaders and organizations continues to
flourish, by all accounts, among us you-
know-whos.
Contrary to popular imagination, we
Hareidim Jews do not sanction stone-

throwing (and certainly not worse vio-
lence); and we consider all our fellow
Jews—observant or not—to be our
brothers and sisters.

The Hareidim community includes
doctors, lawyers, computer program-
mers and professors, in addition to full-
time wives and mothers, and full-time
students of our religious texts and her-
itage.

Most Hareidim, while rejecting ele-
ments of what passes for culture in mod-
ern society, are quite aware of and even
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Is this Loshon Hora?

Next time someone asks you information for a shidduch..If you can't
make the call, make a phone call. The Hotline has expert Rabonimn that
will give you answers to the Shmiras Haloshon questions over the phone.

HERITAGE FOUNDATION

conversant with the larger society
around them, not to mention techno-
logically adept.

Where we Hareidim stand out is in
our refusal to compromise the tenets or
laws of our religion. A Hareidim lawyer
or businessman might interrupt a meet-
ing for a Mincha, and Hareidim fami-
lies are often rather large, compared to
the Jewish norm. In addition to their
great emphasis on the study of the holy
literature of the Jewish heritage, Harei-
dim set great store by communal and
personal chessed or “benevolence.” This
is plainly-evident not only in countless
individual Hareidim lives, but in a host
of Hareidim community services and
organizations, including free-loan soci-
eties, organized care for the sick and des-
titute, and community food-banks (all
of which extend help to any Jew in
need). These are just some examples of
Hareidim “immoderation.”

Wouldn't it be more constructive—
and accurate—to portray members of
the Hareidi community not as radicals
but as examples, not as a threat to their
fellow Jews but as a precious resource
for them?

The Jewish Telegraphic Agency has
largely laid aside its “Ultra-Orthodox”
label. Isn't it time all Jewish print
media followed suit? B
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CORRECTION

In Rabbi Elias’s article, “Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky 5"¥r on Expecting Moshiach”
{(JO March ’96), the source for a comment by the Chofetz Chaim (footnote #2 on
p.9) is Biur Halacha, not Shaar Hatziun. The source for the paragraph on the top
of page 10 is Emes LeYaakov, Shemos 1,1.
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