


Thousands of scholars 
can't live without Torah. 

The learning of Torah is 
the foundation upon which the 
Jewish people live. And the 
dedicated talmidei 
chachomim ... those precious 
few who have chosen to make 
the study of Torah their lives' 

od. 

an orphaned child does not 
suffer from his fate. 

Today, more than ever, 
Ezras Torah needs you to help 
those who keep the study of 
Torah alive. Please make this 
Pesach for them, a Pesach of 

freedom from want...freedom 
to continue in their holy 
vocation. 

Because many of our 
scholars who can't live with
out Torah, can't live without 
your help. 

devotion, are the cornerstone 

of that foundation. II II 
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The numbers. tell. the story. More than 200,000 Soviet Jews have fled to Israel in the past 13 months. 

Recently, thoUSaJlds mote have emigrated, despite Scud missile attacks, gas masks, bomb alerts, and eco

nomic paralysis, A§ conditions in the Soviet Union continue to deteriorate, we expect thousands more 

to emigrate. 

We are aware. of increased Soviet a.llti:Semitism and of instability .in the Soviet Union. Can we afford to 

wait any lo:nget to rescue theJews and fly them to freedom? We know what. happened in the past when 

we waited ... 

"The decision to support [UJA-Federation' sJ 'Freedom Flights' was made by the Moetzes GeebJ/ei 

Ha Torah as a response to an unusual situation, where the Jews of the Soviet Union must be 

enabled to leave their country for Eretz Y'uroel ... Contributions to [UJA-Federation'sJ Operation 

Exodus (Project Freedom Flights) ... are set aside under a specific arrangement to be utilized only 

to cover the expenses of specific planeloads of Soviet emigrants to Israel." 

(fewish Observer, January 1991) 

Operation Exodus I Project Freedom Flights is the primary vehicle today for the rescue of Soviet Jews 

and their transportation to Israel. 

Give now. Before the doors to freedom close. 
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FREEDOM FOR SOVIET JEWS ISN'T FREE 

OPERATION EXODUS 
P.O. BOX 4770 •CHURCH STREET STATION 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10261-4770 

Here is my gift to the Operation Exodus Freedom Flights Project. 

__ $4,000 to rescue a 
family of four 
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__ $10,000 to rescue 
ten Soviet Jews 
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JiVe mark with gratitude to the Almighty the cessation. 

of hostilities that opened in the month of Av, when the dictator 
of Iraq seized Kuwait and began to threaten Israel; that peaked 
when America led a multi-national coalition against Saddam 
Hussein on January 16, the day after unprecedented numbers of 
Jews prayed and fasted on Yorn Kippur Kattan; and ended with 
the defeat of Hussein on Purim. There are surely lessons to be 
teamed from the events surrounding the Gulf War Crisis. The 
articles that follow draw on comments and remarks written or 
spoken during this time. 
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LEARNING FROM THE GULF WAR CRISIS 

A Tune of Threat, 
ButNoTuneForFear 

Ad;pt~d from ~free transl~tion of an ~ddres;by Rabbi Elazar M. 
Schoch, H"1'~ Rosh Hayeshiva of Ponevezh in Bnei Brak, delivered 

on the eve of hostilities in the current Gulf Crisis, on 29 Teves. 

OF TESHUVAAND EMUNA 

a time of crisis. the Rambam 
says. one must come closer to 

G-d. through teshuva. This 
entails deepening one's belief and 
trust in G-d. through enhanced 
emuna and bitachon. In truth, how
ever, strong emuna is more than an 
aspect of teshuva. It is a compelling 
part of reality. a most logical ap
proach to life: 

No sane person will look at the 
sky, point at the sun or the moon. 
and say. "It shines because I made it 
do so!" (Only a madman, like Stalin, 
could demand people pay him hom
age because the sun shines or rain 
pours down from the sky.)Thetrmere 
existence testifies to their Creator. By 
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the same token, every mortal suc
ceeds in lifting a hand or raising his 
eyes only because G-d wills it; should 
He decide otherwise, one would be 
paralyzed, absolutely powerless. 

Our basic acceptance of G-d's 
power over all that befalls us extends 
to the events in time of war, as well. 
In fact, it has been stated numerous 
times, "Every bullet has its address." 
To be sure. one takes every reason
able safeguard to protect himself, but 
nonetheless, there is no room for 
panlc or fear. Hope and a sense of 
security belong, fatalism has no 
place. 

This strong faith and trust in G-d 
are essential features of the basic 
Jewish perspective since our earliest 
time. When Pharoah commanded 

the taskmasters to ignore Moshe 
Rabbeinu' s petition for the release of 
the Jewish people from bondage to 
"celebrate with G-d in the desert," he 
added: "Let the work be heavy and let 
them not regard words offalsehood" 
(Shemos 5,9). According to the 
Gemora. "words of falsehood" refers 
to scrolls of the book of Iyov that 
Moshe Rabbeinu carried with him to 
read to the people on Shabbos, to 
restore the peoples' sagging spirits 
with a tale offaith: Regardless of how 
much one may suffer, G-d has it in 
His hands to shower love and good
ness on His creatures. (See Babba 
Basra 14.) 

This legacy of faith and hope has 
been with us through the millennia. 

Under the current cloud of Im-
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pending war, we must bear in mind 
that if we improve ourselves through 
more Intense teftlln. and greater in
volvement in Torah. we can merit an 
outpouring of Divine love. This 
should sustain us in even the worst 
of circumstances, as Dovid Ha
melech said, "Even though I walk in 
the valley of the Shadow of Death, I 
will not fear any evil, for You are with 
me "(Tehlllim 23,4). 

Our willingness to accept whatever G-d decrees 
as an expression of His unconditional love can 
earn us deliverance from harm, and bring us the 
ultimate redemption. 

JEWISH PRIDE 
AND JOY OF FAITH 

old Jew in Slutsk. Russia-
the son of Rabbi Reuvaln of 
Dinnenberg-was known to 

have endured a long. painful life. 
Even in his old age, he was burdened 
with an only daughter who needed 
his constant attention. Someone 
who remembers this Jew recalls how, 
even when he was ninety, he would 
appear before the Rav of Slutsk on 
Motza'ei Yom Kippur to sing and 
dance for him. The song? The same 

one as was sung by the martyred 
Avraham ben Avraham GerTzeddek 
(the former Count Potocki) ofVtlna, 
before he was burned at the stake for 
refusing to give up his newly adopted 
Judaism. The essence of the song 
was: How wonderful it is to be a 
Jew- to die as a Jew.if need be, 
rather than live as a non-Jew. 

All the playthings in the world 
have no value when compared to the 
ineffable joy of being a Jew- even 
under the worst circumstances of 
suffering and deprivation. The one 
entails eternity, the other- shallow 
pleasures of the most fleeting nature. 

DON'T OVERLOOK THIS AD: YOUR LIFE MAY DEPEND ON IT! 

PRAYER HOTLINE TO JERUSALEM 
24 HOUR CRISIS SERVICE 

In time of illness, family or personal crisis, need success, hatzlacha, 
or on any occasion when ·~ Prayer Would Help," 

special prayers will be recited at the Western Wall in Jerusalem. 
Don't go through a crisis yourself. 

CALL: 1 -800-545-PRAY 
Our sages say, "prayer help~" especially tehillim recited with a minyon at the Western Wall. 

KADDISH Mishnayoth, Yizkor & Yartzeit observed with a minyon 
in our Yeshiva Heichal Rabbi Meir Baal Haness in Jerusalem. 

-Call: (718) 871-4111-
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Jews have lived by this song of faith 
throughout the ages. (Can you 
imagine a concentration camp in
mate who would be willing to trade 
places with Hitler l!n. If it were pos
sible, to stay alive?) 

The fulflllment and joy that one 
achieves through living as a Jew- a 
gift that belongs to all Jews. even 
those unaware of its details- is not 
troubled by the threat of martyrdom. 
When one faces situations of Kiddush 
Hashem as an opportunity to ex
press one's unqualified love for G-d, 
as Rabbi Akiva had aspired to do, 
then even the possibility of martyr
dom poses no threat. And ultimately. 
by the grace of Hashem, one tran
scends the threat. 

The Bais Yoseif explains the de
piction of "Yitzchok yeranein- Isaac 
would exult" (Mincha, Shabbos) as 
referring to a specific moment in 
history: Yitzchok's response to his 
father's implied message on the way 
to the Akeida: Yitzchok had 
asked, "Where is the lamb for the 
sacrifice?" And Avraham replied, 
"G-d will seek out for Himself the 
lamb ... for the offering, my son." The 
unarticulated message was: "You, my 
son, will be the offering." Upon 
learning that he was actually worthy 
to be a sacrifice. an olah temima, 
Isaac rejoiced .... Yitzchok Yeranein
lsaac exulted. 

And G-d. in His mercy, accepted 
wholehearted willingness to face self
sacrifice on the part of father and son 
as representing the pure devotion, 
the total offering that the ac_t itself 
would entail, had it been carried out. 

Our joy in leading Torah lives with 
the utmost devotion, our willingness 
to accept whatever G-d decrees as an 
expression of His unconditional Jove, 
can earn us deliverance from harm, 
and bring us the ultimate redemp
tion, as well. • 

7 



LEARNING FROM THE GULF WAR CRISIS 

On War and Mobilization, 
On Peace and Diplomacy, 

On Initial Causes 
and Long-term Effects 

Arter th~ Yom Kippu-; War, the Telshe Rosh Ha~eshiva, Rabbi 
Mordechai Gifter, N"t7'7w presented a series of lectures in the Yeshiva. 

They became the basis of an article that appeared in the May 1974 
issue of The Jewish Observer. In a remarkable example of the power of 

a Torah perspective, it is as timely today as it was then. This essay 
was prepared for publication and revised by Rabbi Nosson Scherman 

to reflect the current world situation. 

ZION AND JERUSALEM-THE 
NERVE CENTER OF THE WORLD 

H ashem said through the 
Prophet Yeshayahu: "For the 
Sake of Zion I will not hold 

My peace and for the sake of 
Jerusalem I will not be still." 

The Targum's interpretation of 
this verse casts a brilliant light on the 
current world situation: Hashem 
pledges that until Zion and Jerusa
lem are peaceful and secure, He will 
allow no rest to the earth. The situ
ation of the Jewish people cannot be 
viewed in a vacuum. separate and 
apart from the world order. 

We are in the habit of scanning the 
long list of international crises and 
feeling that the situation of our be
leaguered brothers in Eretz Yisroel 

Rabbi Scherman, noted author and lecturer, is 
general editor of Artscroll. edits Olomeinu {Torah 
Umesorah's magazine for children) and is a 
member of the Editorial Board of The Jewish 
Observer. 
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would matter precious little to any
one except fellow Jews. were it not for 
the ever-present danger of a super
power confrontation. Energy crisis, 
catastrophic American budget defi
cits. the banking scandals, recession. 
the shattering of Soviet hegemony 
over its one-time satellites, the 
reunification of Germany, the revolt 
of the republics in the Soviet Union, 
on-again off-again Perestroika, the 
miraculous, totally unexpected exo
dus of Jews from the Soviet Union, 
renewed repression in China, the rise 
of Islamic fundamentalism, the 
Intifada, the Iraq invasion of Kuwait 
and the UN-US response, and the list 
goes on and on. 

People who see things in "per
spective" are well aware that in terms 
of "the big picture," a few pieces of 
real estate in Judea, Samaria, and 
Gaza are of little significance on the 
larger landscape. So on the one 
hand, we are grateful that Israel has 
not become a battlefield and that its 

forbearance in the face of Scud at
tacks has earned it the gratitude and 
grudging friendship of a previously 
cool Bush-Baker administration and 
a hostile Western Europe- But on the 
other hand, we tremble in anticipa
tion of possible Jewish sacrifices 
upon the altar of a peace conference 
and a secure petroleum supply. 

Yeshayahu tells us we are wrong. 
Eretz Yisroel is not simply one small 
problem among myriad major world 
problems; it is the primary source of 
world problems: The "checkbook 
powers," Germany and Japan, will 
suffer loss of face. The United States 
will be told that it must curb its en
ergy appetite and change its spend
ing habits. The Soviet Union will 
totter on the brink of disintegration. 
Islam well seethe. 

Why? Because the Supreme Being 
will not allow rest and security to any 
nation as long as they look with 
apathy or antipathy upon the tribu
lations of Zion and Jerusalem. 
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THE STAKES 
ARE EVEN HIGHER 

W hen we agonize over Eretz 
YisroeL we are contemplat
g not only the Holy Land, 

but the entire universe, just as the 
heart surgeon knows that his area of 
specialization controls life Itself. 

Indeed, the stakes are even higher 
than that. The Prophetess Devorah 
curses those who did not come to the 
aid of her forces as they battled the 
hordes of Sisera "because they did 
not come to the help of the Holy L-rd, 
to the help of the L-rd against the 
mighty men"(Shoftim 5:23). Our 
Sages comment on this verse that 
whoever attacks the Jewish People 
wages war against the Creator, as it 
were; hence, whoever defends Jews, 
defends the Creator (Sifri, 
Beha'alos'cha). 

This, then, is the true perspective 
with which we must view not only the 
present Gulf War, but the entire 
pattern of world history. The Chafetz 
Chaim said when the Russo-Japa
nese War broke out: 

'This war is a message to Jews. 
We may nnt krww what it is telling us, 
but there is no doubt that we must 
learn something from it, because 
Chazal taught us that ein puronius 
ba'ah le'olam ella bishvil Ylsroel- nn 
world catastrophe strikes except but 
for Israel By the same token, when· 
ever there is a major catastrophe on 
earth-an earthquake in Japan, a 
famine in India, a bloodbath in Rus
sia- we must always see in it a Di~ 
vine message to Jews- a call for im
provement and repentance. " 

Surely when the cataclysmic 
events center on Eretz Yisroel itself, 
we must see in them a heavenly call. 
When Saddam Hussein clothes his 
brutal greed with a claim that he is 
swallowing Kuwait for the sake of the 
Palestinians, and even the United 
States, after condemning "linkage," 
calls for a Mideast Peace Conference 
to settle the fate of Israel, can we fail 
to hear the siren emanating from 
Heaven? In the immediate aftermath 
of the Yorn Kippur War, seventeen 
years ago, there had been an un
controllable tendency to sigh with 
relief- even to applaud a military 
victory that, in many ways, dwarfed 
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the trtumph of the Six Day War. This 
superficial reaction was quickly 
overtaken with grief and a wave of 
fault-fixing. Over two thousand lives 
were taken from a nation which has 
been taught since its inception that 
"'saving a Jewish life Is the equivalent 
of saving the whole world."' Saddam, 
on the other hand, did not even blink 
when his people lost hundreds of 
thousands in a stupid, vain war with 
Iran, and he- as well as the Arab 
nation- proclaim themselves ready 
to spill even more blood to defeat 
American and Jewish "'satans." Lives 
may matter precious little to others; 
but for us, each and every loss is a 
catastrophe. 

CATASTROPHE-A 
RENDEZVOUS WITH G-D 

WJe must be conditioned to 
ee the hand of G-d in all 
ents- especially In catas

trophe. "'He [G-dl has called an as
sembly (nw'ed) against me to crush 
my young men" (Eicha I: 15). the 
Prophet Yirmiyahu laments. Be
cause the verse describes Tisha B'av 

Business as usual might 

be adequate in usual 

times, but these are 

extraordinary times For 

the Jewish people. 

Heavenly signs that 

demand of us that we 

shake ourselves loose 

from our lethargy and 

exert maximum efforts 

to strengthen our 

commitment to Torah. 

as a rno'ed, a term the Torah re
serves for festivals- we do not say the 
Tachanun prayer on that day, as 
though it were indeed a festival! My 

Rebbe the Telzer Rav .,.~! explains 
that this day of greatest national 
tragedy is indeed a nw' ed, for that 
word refers to a time when G-d meets 
His people in a holy assembly, a time 
when we are privileged to see the 
Hand of Hashem ... We saw it when 
He redeemed us from Mitzrayim, and 
again when He gave us the Torah. 
And we saw it, too, when He rained 
destruction and suffering upon us on 
Tisha B'Av. The churban Beis 
Hamikdash was not the type of oc
currence that could be likened to 
scores of other disasters that fill the 
pages of human history. It was ob
viously a heavenly act of retribution, 
the fulfillment of too many unheeded 
prophetic warnings. It was awesome 
and terrible. But it was still nw'ed, 
an opportunity for the Jewish people 
to meet it Maker. 

The GulfWar, too. with its missiles 
aimed at Israel and the constant 
threat of chemical and biological 
warfare-it, too, is a nw'edin its own 
way. Hashem Yisborachis calling us, 
making demands upon us. It is for 
us to decipher the message and act 
upon it. 

,N,~' 1~~!>,/'~1 
¥~~0 

Y ad Eliezer has already made ~weddings 
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for desperately poor couples - entirely 
because of you. 

A Wedding Sponsorship is 8500 

The Gitty Perko,vski Simcha Fund 
of 

Yad Eliezer 
Rabbi and Mrs. Yaakov Weisel 

Kiryat Sanz, Jerusalem 
Tel. 812060 

Please send wedding sponsorship to: 
Yad Eliezer 

1102 E. 26th St. 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11210 

(7181 258-1580 

Mr. and Mrs. Zolly Tropper 
1102 E. 26th St. 

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11210 
(7181 258-1580 

Rabbi and Mrs. Zevi Trenk 
1586 E. 9th St. 

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11230 

Rabbi and Mrs. Yehudah Rupp 
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FOR WHOM THE RAINBOW 

M any are quick to blame the 
non-religious for all our 
woes. ''Their sins caused 

the tragedy and still they refuse to 
learn their lesson from G-d's anger 
at them!" Let us stop looking at oth
ers and peer deep into ourselves. Let 
there be no mistake. The heavenly 
call comes not to non-believers; it is 
coming to those of the Am Hashem 
who know that our mission on earth 
is embodied in the Torah. 

After the deluge, Hashem showed 
Noach the rainbow and told him that 
it would serve forever as a sign of the 
Divine covenant that such a flood 
would never again take place. The 
Sjorno explains that from then on, 
the rainbow would be a heavenly sign 
to the righteous people that their 
generation has sinned and that it is 
their duty to teach and chastise their 
straying brethren. He goes on to ex
plain that when the righteous have 
perceived G-d's signal and done what 
is expected of them, G-d will take 
notice of their prayers and withdraw 
His wrath from the human race. 

Let us mark well the Sjorno's 
words: The heavenly call is to the 
righteous of the generation- not to 
the sinners. The sinners cannot hear 
the call; they look at the rainbow and 
see but a colorful spectrum. Their 
spiritual senses are deadened. But, 
the righteous of the generation can 
hear and see; and they can interpret 
the heavenly sign. It is to them that 
G-d calls, and it is for them to re
spond by praying, coming closer to 
Torah, and trying to bring others 
along with them. 

BIGGER THINGS ARE 
EXPECTED 

This is not some vague in
junction to "do good and be 
good." Hashem expects us to 

strive for higher goals, and the pen
alties for not doing so can sometimes 
be enormous. King David once erred 
by ordering a census to be taken im
properly. As a punishment, a plague 
broke out resulting in seventy thou
sand deaths (Shmue1II JI ,24). Our 
sages explain the underlying reason 
for so severe a retribution: 
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AND MESIVTA OF MILWAUKEE 
(The Wisconsin Institute for Torah Study - WITS) 

The Yeshiva, entering its second decade, offers: 

• an intensive, comprehensive learning experience with shiurim in Iyun and 
Bekiyus 

• special emphasis on mussar, midas and character development 
• special rapport between Rabbeim and Talmidim 
• fully accredited General Studies Program, maintaining standards of educa

tional excellence 
• close relationships with Yeshiva Gedo/ah students, including night seder 

learning bechavrusa 
• fully supervised dormitory 
• a strong Yeshiva atmosphere 
• a self-contained six acre campus affording the ideal physical setting 
• appropriate extra-curricular recreational activities 
• a caring, nurturing environment promoting the development of each ta/mid 
• class size limited to insure individual success 
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April 10. 
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All seventy-thousand men who 
died in the time of King David did so 
because they did not request the 
building of a Be is Hamikdash. if this 
was so serious a sin for them- people 
who never had a Beis Hamikdash
how much more so for us, who did 
have it and had it destroyed, if we do 
not beseech G-d in His mercy to re
build it. Therefore, the righteous men 
of old established the blessing for the 
rebuilding of Jerusalem, which is said 
three times daily in Shemoneh Esrei 
(Midrash Tehillim, 17). 

Obviously, bigger things are ex
pected of us than we sometimes are 
willing to acknowledge. It is not suf
ficient to go about our everyday af
fairs, even when they include per
formance of mitzvos and study of 
Torah. Business as usual might be 
adequate in usual times, but these 
are extraordinary times for the Jew
ish people. Now, more than ever, is 
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When the forces of evil bare their fangs at Israel, 
they are attacking G-d Himself. In a battle against 
G-d, our most powerful weapons are Torah 
and mitzvos. 

the time to heed the heavenly signs 
that demand of us that we shake 
ourselves loose from our lethargy and 
exert maximum efforts to strengthen 
our commitment to Torah. If, at a 
time like this, we persist in counting 
Patrtot missiles, discussing the tac
tics and strategies of Generals Powell 
and Schwartzkopf, and pin our hopes 
on the good will Israel has won by 
allowing Iraq to aim its missiles 
without responding, then we are 
clearly conveying a lack of compre
hension of the Divine message. 

RETREAT TO LIFE 

Mishna in the Tractate Keilim, 
Ch. 17, says: "All items made 
from fish and other sea-life 

cannot be rendered ritually impure: 
there is one exception to the rule, 
kelev sheba'yam- a sea lion." Why is 
the sea lion different? Because when 
it is in danger, it flees to dry land
proving that, despite its habitation of 
the seas, it is basically a land animal. 

Reb Tzaddok Hakohein of Lublin 
draws an incisive moral lesson from 
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this Mishna. If we want to determine 
someone's true character, we must 
observe him in time of crisis. People 
may preach loyalty to Torah and ab
solute belief in Hashem, but even they 
cannot know how sincere their 
preachments are until they are chal
lenged by events. What happens to 
the honesty of a businessman when 
he perceives truth as costing him 
dearly ... does he put Torah impera
tives above expediency and profit? 
What happens to the faith of the ob
servant Jew when a dear one is 
deathly ill- does he hang only onto 
his doctor's word, or does he know 
that his Tehillim is more potent than 
a prescription pad? And where is each 
of us when our brothers and sisters 
in Eretz Yisroel are in mortal dan
ger- less obvious, perhaps than it 
was in other wars when troops were 
invading Jewish soil. but still present? 
It is in such times that we are being 
tested. These are the times when we 
can turn the tide by extra hours of 
Torah study, more intense tefilla and 
additional tzeddaka- a deeper com
mitment to a Torah way of life. 

The signs have been given to us. 
Reliance on the morality of states
men, on international law, on the 
commitment of friendly nations have 
all been shown to be the slenderest 
ofreeds. We are in the most precari
ous of bargaining positions by all the 
accepted laws of politics. The Zion
ist dream of a nation like all nation 
has been forever shattered; Israel 
has become a client state of the 
United Stales and it will take noth
ing more than a withdrawal of the 
American defense commitment to 
bring the Arab hordes in for the final 
attack.- Who can predict how the 
Administration will define its foreign 
policy objectives once Iraq has been 
defeated? Until Arafat and King 
Hussein foolishly came out strongly 
for Iraq. the darlings of the American 
media and public opinion were the 
Palestinians, not the Israelis. The 
Palestinians had become the .. new 
Jews," and we Jews were the "new 
Nazis:· We can be sure that once 
Saddam is disposed of, the Palestin
ians will soon be back in favor. The 
Arab states have learned how to ex
ploit the techniques of sophisticated, 
civilized public relations, winning 
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support from the man in the street. 
The Egyptians, Saudis, and even 

the Syrtans will present their IOU's to 
Washington ... to collect from Israel. 
Duplicitous France will know where 
the winds of expediency blow, as will 
Germany and the Soviet Union. The 
European Community has applied 
sanctions against Israel because of its 
treatment of the Palestinians; won't 
they be imposed again? The frighten
ing list can be continued, but the 
point should already be dear. What
ever other lessons the Gulf crisis may 
hold, it certainly crtes out to us that 
we are a people in danger and that we 
must choose our refuge. If we expect 
to find it by seeing what the political 
pundits have to say, where the opin
ion polls point, what Secretary Baker 
is saying between the lines, and so on, 
then we are demonsirating that when 
the chips are down, we are as secular 
and materialistic as those whom we 
so often deciy. If, on the other hand, 
we turn to the Beis Hamidrash and 
Beis Haknesses when we are endan
gered, then we are showing that we 
are truly worthy of being called the 
Nation of Hashem. 

As the S'.fomo points out in his 
commentaryonNoach'srainbow, the 
heavenly sign is directed specifically 
toward those Who are capable of 

seeing, understanding, and acting 
upon it. We have no right to let our
selves be swept away by waves of 
media reportage on the superficiali
ties of war and survival. Its true story 
will not be formed in yesterday's 
military strategy (the Allies should 
have allowed sanctions to work, Iraq 
was weakened because she em
ployed classic Russian tank sirategy, 
and so on, ad infinitum) or 
tomorrow's negotiating ploys in the 
Security Council, or wherever the 
international peace conference is 
convened. Its true story was written 
millennia ago in the Scriptures and 
Talmud. Victoiy and defeat are in the 
hands of G-d, and we can direct those 
hands by our Torah and tefilla. 

HEEDING DEVORAH'S CALL 

W hen we view a distant war 
through Torah binoculars. 
it becomes an immediate 

experience. Every one of us has the 
responsibility to be at the front in the 
Torah's terms. Devorah the Proph
etess mercilessly castigated those 
tribes and individuals who did not 
come to help her in her battle against 
Sisera. Where was Reuven? ... Why 
did Dan remain by its ships? ... Asher 
stayed by its safe seashore ... Mairoz 
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is accursed ... There was a mobiliza
tion and they were found 
wanting .... For their reticence there is 
no forgiveness. Their people needed 
them. but they didn't come. Devorah, 
mother of her people, can find no 
justification for her wayward chil
dren. 

But there were others who like
wise were not to be found in the in
fantry. For them. Devorah had only 
praise, because they joined the battle 
in their own, enormously significant 
way. "My heart goes out to the law
givers of Israel," she said, "that of
fered themselves willingly among the 
people, Bless the L-rd!" The Targum 
beautifully illuminates her gratitude 
to the lawgivers: Devorah said that 
she was G-d's agent to praise the 
Torah sages. During the years of 
alien oppression, they never stopped 
teaching the Torah, so it is fitting that 
they should now sit in the place of 
honor in the study halls, expound
ing the Torah, blessing and thanking 
G-d. They sacrificed their personal 
interests to go about the land, 
teaching, and forming courts when 

, the law had to be decided (Shoftim 
i 5:9, 10). 

Her words are directed at our 
generation as much as her own. 
When the Jews are in danger, the 
mobilization must be complete, all 
inclusive. Everyone who can help, 
must help. But ultimately, when the 
forces of evil bare their fangs at Israel, 
they are attacking G-d Himself. In a 
battle against G-d, our most power
ful weapons are Torah and mitzvos. 
The sages who ignored odds, public 
opinion. and inconvenience to study 
and spread Torah were also part of 
the army. and Devorah, who knew 
the reasons for her miraculous vic
tory, gave her heart to them. 

We must learn this from the cur
rent war, for we failed to learn it fully 
from the wars that preceded it. The 
cacophony of pronouncements, 
threats, and soothing statements that 
fill the airwaves and the newspapers 
should not deter us from hearing and 
seeing the truth. The world will con
tinue to be turbulent as long Eretz 
Yisroel is threatened, and will con
tinue to be menaced until every single 
one of us heeds the call to mobilize in 
the only meaningful way. • 
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LEARNING FROM THE GULF WAR CRISIS 

S addam Hussein's invasion of 
Kuwait August 2 radically 
transforms the life of those of 

us living here in Eretz Yisroel. De
spite months of threats to incinerate 
Israel, we have been lulled into a false 
sense of security by the constant 
bluster of the Israeli government that 
Saddam must surely know that any 
attack on Israel will elicit a response 
of such magnitude that no sane 
leader could contemplate it. The 
blitzkrieg into Kuwait, however, re
veals a high-stakes gambler who just 
might be willing to call that bluff. 

For the next five months, it seems 
that no conversation, even among 
those with no thought of leaving, is 
complete without the questions
"Are you staying? Do you think there 
will be a war?" - as if to make sure 
that they are not somehow acting 
irresponsibly with respect to their 
families' lives. 

Another aspect of every conversa
tion is an almost ritualistic com
parison of notes about hysterical 
calls from parents in the States, 
pleading with their children to "r,ome 
home." The calls began almost im
mediately with the invasion itself and 
reach a crescendo as the U.N. dead
line for Iraq's withdrawal from Ku
wait draws near. These calls do more 

Yonasan Rosenblum learns in Kolle! in 
Jerusalem and is editor of the English Yated 
Ne'eman. 
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to frighten people here than anything 
we are hearing on the news. 

There is always a sense of security 
in the continuity of daily life pretty 
much as before, which those living 
six thousand miles away, being 
bombarded on the media by stories 
of madmen threatening Israel from 
without and murderous Arabs from 
within, cannot possibly share. 

A ba 'al teshuva friend notes wryly 
the fact that his parents. who did not 
exactly grow up on emuna and 
bitachon. have not once suggested 
the possibility of returning home, 

despite having four children and fif
teen grandchildren here. I point out 
to him that religious parents imag
ine that their children can simply 
return to lead the same lives that 
they did here: his parents are under 
no such illusion. Secondly, many 
religious parents either experienced 
themselves. or come from families 
which experienced. the horrors of the 
Holocaust. and are bound to be hy
persensitive to threats of danger. 

The most widely circulating story 
concerns a ba' al teshuva learning in 
Bnei Brak, who returns to the States 
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in response to his parents' pleading, 
only to be called up with the army 
reserves and sent to Saudi Arabia. 
Another frequently told story involves 
a yeshiva bachurwho returns home. 
only to be killed in a car crash on the 
way from the airport. The first story 
is true; the second hopefully not. But 
both express the mood of those who 
have decided to stay; there is no 
point running away. as all is in the 
hands of Hashem 

A.January fifteenth approaches, 
wish in some strange way that 
I felt more afraid than I do. 
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Then, at least, I could feel myself to 
be confronting a test of bitachon and 
passing it. 

A story is told of the Brtsker Rav 
Iiding on a train that was attacked 
by bandits. He shouted out. "Ban
dits!" to which his shocked seatmate 
responded, "Bitachon!" "Until you 
know there is a danger," the Brtsker 
Rav replied. "you cannot possibly 
have bitachon. I don't yet see the 
bandits." 

Nor do!.. .. 
For those with school children, 

there is simply no option about 

staying or leaving. No one knows 
whether there will bea war. orwhen. 
or how long it will last. It simply 
makes no sense to uproot children, 
who have lived their whole lives in 
Israel, and plunk them down in a 
totally alien environment for an in
defmite pertod of time. 

R eassuring news is being 
served to us in large doses; 
Iraq has only six Scud mis

siles; we'll have twenty-four hours 
notice of any attack; any chemical 
warhead would endanger no more 
than a square block and only those 
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Between.the Sirens 
Selected from a Pvar Torah presented by Rabbi 

Mendel Weinbach, dean of Yeshiva Ohr Somayach, 
Jerusalem, in public addresses before anddurinf! the 
Gulf Wat to strengthen the emuna andbitachon oft he 

Torah community in Israel. 

THE OU. OF SALVATION 

T housands of years ago !11" Jews ofJerusalemfaced an even 
greater threat than. that of today, Following his conquest of vir
tually the entire world and his exilirtg ofthe Ten Tribes oflsrael, 

Sancherev st0od outside of.Jerusalem With his mighty Assyrian arrhY 
of millions. The night .before his plll.lllled invasion of the Holy City, an 
angel Wiped out his 185;000 officers and all their men. Yeshayahu 
Hanavi (10:27) describes this .as the "destruction of a yoke by oil", whiCh 
Ghazal In Mesechta ~ (94b) explain as "the destruction of the 
yoke of sancherev by the oil of Chizklyahu," 
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Oil mil.y be th~ root of .the power s(J."uggle in the current Gulf War, 
but the oil which the Ncwi and Cf)azal refer to is the. oil which Kirig 
Chizkiyahu used io illuminate the shuls and yeshivos of his kingdom so 
that Torah could be studied by day and by night. This rightoous king 
placed a sword at the entrance of each Beis Midrashahd declared that 
whoever does not study Torah Will be smitten With that weapon. As a 
result, say Chazal, there was no such thing as an lgnorant Jew in the 
generation of Chizklyahu. and even little boys and girls were well versed 
in the complicated laws of ritual purity. The symbolism of the sword, 
explains the Ahavas E;ison, .is ""l'ressed by Clwzal (St.fret, Parshas Eikev 
11: 12), who tell us that "the Sefer" (Torah) and "the sayif' (sword) came 
down from Heaven together, as if to say: "He who studies this Will J:>e 
immune io the dangers of the sword." 

Chizkiyahu thus educated his people that their s\lrvival depends 
upon learning and living Torah. It.was their understanding and appli
cation of this message which won for them a miraculous victory .With
out the need to raise a finger. SO may It be in our dayas well. 
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on the lower floors and only for a few 
minutes. In retrospect, my gullibility 
is embarrassing, especially consid
ering the unhealthy number of hours 
I spend each week reading the expert 
commentators solemnly proclaiming 
one thing one day and its opposite 
two days later. 

Whenever asked whether I think 
there Will be a war, I respond, "We 
better pray there is," and patiently 
explain that any resolution of the 
Gulf Crisis that leaves Saddam 
Hussein With his army intact will 
only embolden him further and in
sure that at some further date Israel 
will have to confront him all alone 
and under far less propitious cir
cumstances. I stop when a friend 
points out that we have no business 
praying for war; rather we should 
pray that Hashem does whatever is 
necessary to destroy Saddam, with
out giving Him any advice on tactics. 

T he air is electric with excite
ment. Even In casual con
versations on the street 

people suddenly start talking about 
Moshinch. Every ten-year-old cheder 
boy seems to be able to quote the 
Malbim on Daniel 2:45, describing 
the war of Gog and Magog. The past 
year has seen a complete revolution 
in the entrenched world order, the 
arrival of almost 400,000 Jews in Is
rael, with no end in sight. and now 
two massive armies arrayed against 
each other in the Gulf. It is impos
sible not to feel that the world as we 
have It Is coming to an end. 

I ask an acquaintance on the 
street how he is, and he answers, 
"Metzapim l'yeshua-Awaiting the 
Moshiach." These are definitely 
Moshiach's times, he assures me. 
But he adds ominously that any pe
riod with the potential for Moshiach 
also has the potential for calamity if 
we do not prove worthy. 

One of Eretz Yisroel's deepest 
baalei hashkaja begins a shiur by 
asking about Has hem's re&ponse to 
Moshe's question, "Why have you 
brought evil on the people?" What 
is the meaning of the answer, "I 
never appeared to Avrohom, 
Yitzchok, and Yaakov, except as 
Keil Shakai. ... " Le., they never ex
perienced the fulfillment of the Di
vine promises made to them 
(RashQ? He explains that Hashem 

The Jewish Obseroer, March 1991 



was teaching Moshe that only be
cause the Avos believed totally in 
the fulfillment of those promises, 
will he, Moshe, now see all the 
wonders to be wrought in Egypt 
and will the Jewish people be re
deemed from Egypt. Ma'asehAvos 
siman lebanim- the actions of the 
patriarchs set the pattern for us: 
our belief in the coming of Moshiach 
is the precondition for his arrival. 

I suddenly realize that every 
shiur for months has touched on 
this theme. 

M eanwhile the secular press 
is having a field day with 
the large numbers of 

chareidim filling up Ben Gurion air
port on their way back to the States. 
What they conveniently neglect to 
mention is that only yeshiva bach
urim came at all this year. Non-reli
gious parents kept their kids home 
from the start. And only in the 
chareidi world do young married 
couples come as visitors for two or 
three years after marriage. In short, 
large numbers of yeshiva bachurim 
and young kollel couples are leaving 
because they had only come here for 
a few years' stay in the first place. 

The week before the war breaks 
out, Rav Shlomo Wolbe gives a 
shmuess in the Mirrer Yeshiva, 
which has a powerful impact on 
his listeners and news of which 
spreads rapidly throughout the 
yeshiva world. He speaks of the 
special quality of Eretz Yisroel and 
the unique Divine protection 
present here. But, he says, one 
must be worthy to live in Eretz 
Yisroel. 

Rabbi Wolbe also speaks of the 
miracles which those living in Eretz 
Yisroel have witnessed with their 
own eyes during each of the 
country's wars. Each war has pro
duced large numbers of ba'alei 
teshuva, he says, and if there is 
another war it will be no different. 

Those words will prove prophetic 
as the missiles start falling and the 
miracles multiply. 

M y wife's pleas to get our 
sealed room in shape grow 
m9re importunate as 

January 15 approaches. I try to pre
tend that I am too fearless to be 
bothered but suspect that the truth 
is known: my manual dexterity does 
not seem to be up to taping the large 
plastic sheet over the window to the 
whitewashed wall. By the time I'm 
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ready to make my third attempt, all 
the appropriate tape seems to have 
disappeared from the stores. 

At 3:00 a.m. Wednesday night, 
January 17, my sister-in-law calls to 
say that the war has started. My 
brother was up for his shift on his 
community's around-the-clock 
Tehillim vigil when he heard the news. 
We grab the radio and repair to what 
is to be our sealed room. The news 
seems to have invested my fingers 
with a hitherto unsuspected nimble
ness and within minutes the plastic 
sheet is up. We spend the rest of the 
night listening to the breathless re
ports from Iraq. 

The mood on the streets the next 
day is euphoric. If anyone paid at
tention to the caveats of government 
spokesmen that it is too early to know 
whether Iraq's entire missile capacity 
has been destroyed or not, it is not 
immediately evident. 

We have played over and over in 
our minds how will we react if there 
is a real missile attack, but when the 
attack comes at 2:30 a.m. the next 
morning, the first moments are spent 
trying to figure out whether we are 
hearing a siren or not. People are 
calling family and friends in Israel 
from America with news of the attack 
before Israel Radio has switched from 
its regular programming. Had we not 
been called, we might well have slept 
through the faint siren; many do. 

Given the time it takes us to herd 
the groggy, whimpering children into 
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An aspect of every conversation is an almost 
ritualistic comparison of notes about hysterical calls 
from parents in the States, pleading with their 
children to "come home." ... These calls do more to 
frighten people here than anything we are hearing 
on the news. 

the sealed room, it is fortunate that 
the missiles fell far away. The low 
point in our first night comes as we 
are sealing the door in the room, 
when the older children start 
screaming in unison, "Where's the 
baby?" My wife and I look at each 
other, as if to say, "I thought you were 
getting him." 

We flunked our first night's test
only half the children in their masks 
and tents by the time all clear 
sounded. 

The next day, everyone's concern 
is with preparations of the sealed 
rooms for Shabbos. Even the radio 
carries extensive discussions of the 
halachos of Shabbos preparations. 

Nothing heightens one's sense 
of being alive like the fear of 
death. Virtually everyone who 

has been in combat remembers it as 
a highlight of his life. The fear we ex
perienced with the first air raid is not 
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comparable to combat, but for many 
of us, It was our first encounter with 
being threatened and surviving, and 
it is a heady feeling. 

The first days of the war are filled 
with moments that will remain pre
cious forever. After we come out of the 
sealed room for the first of three times 
on the first Shabbos of the war, my 
children spontaneously grab a hold 
of one another and start dancing in 
a circle. They too have been fright
ened and that fright has made them 
conscious of how much they love one 
another. My eight-year-old daughter 
says that Saddam Hussein is trying 
to make us mechalel Shabbos so that 
we have fewer merits to protect us. 
But what he doesn't know, she 
quickly adds, is that "when it's for 
pikuach nejesh- saving a life- it's a 
mitzva." 

There is a tremendous sense of 
unity and camaraderie in those first 

NOTICE OF 
NONDISCRIMINATORY 

POLICY 
AS TO STUDENTS 

Yeshiva Derech Chaim, 1573 39th St., 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11218 admits students of 
any race, color, national and ethnic origin 
to all the rights. privileges. programs, and 
activities generally accorded or made 
available to students at the school. It does 
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national origin in administration of its 
educational policies. admissions policies, 
scholarship and loan programs and athletic 
and other school administered programs. 
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days. Many buildings set up all-night 
vigils of chavrusas learning to en
sure tbat no one sleeps through the 
sirens, and to add to tbe zechuyoswe 
all feel we need. 

The task of tbe coming weeks will 
be to use tbe heightened awareness 
of our dependence on Hashem, 
which Saddam Hussein has instilled 
in us, to strengthen our emuna, to 
intensify our prayer and learning. 

From bitter experience, I know 
how hard it is to preserve every 
spiritual insight and translate it into 
action. Thoughts of Tehillim said, 
amidst streaming tears, as a brotber 
lay unconscious in a hospital emer
gency room, and tbe doctors told us 
that we had more important tbings 
to wony about tban whetber or not 
his sight or hearing would be im
paired, come to mind. That night it 
was so clear that everything de
pended solely on Hashem, and 1 na
ively believed that my davening 
(praying) would remain infused with 
that awareness forever. 

A sign for women's gathering just 
before tbe war reads: "We Can't Sleep 
at Night; But We're Still Not Awake." 
We are awake now, but how to find 
some way not to fall back into our 
slumber. 

L ooking at pictures of the de
structions of the first night's 
attack, the word "miracle" 

flashes at you like a neon sign. En
tire apartment buildings collapsed, 
over a thousand apartments are 
damaged, and yet only seventeen 
people are slightly injured. A jour
nalist for one of the virulently anti
religious papers writes, 'The sight is 
horrifying. 'Miracle' is too small a 
word to describe tbe fine line between 
tbe bloody massacre tbat might have 
taken place here, and the small 
numbers of lightly wounded tbat re
sulted in actuality." 

The press is full of one amazing 
story after another. An example: 
hundreds of residents of an apart
ment complex rushed to tbe largest 
air raid shelter in tbe vicinity only to 
find it locked. They crowded instead 
into a smaller shelter nearby. Mo
ments later a missile landed directly 
on the main shelter destroying it 
completely. As Rabbi Wolbe pre
dicted, tbe whole country has been r 
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AWAY FROM HOME ... 
TORAH STUDY AT ITS BEST! 
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The Jacob Sapirstein Mesivta High School 
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Telephone inquiries and appointments should be made to: 
Rabbi Noson Tzvi Baron, Rosh Mesivta 
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CURRENT 
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STUDENTS 
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• Houston, TX 
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• 
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Send Us Your Favorite Passover Recipes 
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l 00 Winners will receive this beautiful, newly published, JEWISH AMERICAN KITCHEN cookbook. 
HARD COVER• FULLY ILLUSTRATED• "COFFEE TABLE" SHOWPIECE 
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moved. After one missile attack, non
religious residents ofSavyon, a well
to-do Tel Aviv suburb, approach the 
Rav of the town and tell him, "We 
want to thank Hashem, but we don't 
know how." He arranges a seudas 
hoda'a, which packs the shuL 

Two elderly, non-religious Jews 
are talking on the street. One tells the 
other, "Know one thing: as long as 
the dati'imare here, we have nothing 
to worry about." 

In his weekly radio address, 
President Chaim Herzog tells the 
people: 'The Jewisl111ation has ex
perienced miracles throughout his
tory, starting with the miracle of the 
splitting of the Sea, until the present 
day. Today we are again seeing that 
others are doing our job for us- a 
miracle, the Hand of Providence, 
which has always stood at our side." 

N ot only have we experienced 
Hashem's chessed and 
miracles. He has also shown 

us His hash9acha with absolute 
clarity. From the moment Saddam 
Hussein seriously threatened to de
stroy Israel, one could see Hashem's 
hand guiding the flow of events. 

Had Saddam chosen to fire his 
missiles at Israel prior to the allied 
attack on Iraq, Israel would not have 
had the benefit of the overwhelming 
firepower now aimed at Iraq and 
would have surely become a full 
participant In the war with Iraq, not 
to mention other Arab states, which 
might have rallied to its side. 

Had Saddam waited until the 
French and Germans fmished pro
viding him with nuclear weapons and 
the capacity to deliver his vast arse
nals of chemical and biological 
weapons, he could have conquered 
all the Gulfs tiny, oil rich sheikdoms 
without fear of reprisal. 

Had George Bush-whose pri
mary concern as President has al
ways been avoiding conflict and 
maintaining his rating In the polls
not found the previously hidden re
solve; or had the Soviet Union, once 
Iraq's primary patron, remained a 
superpower, rather than a falling gi
ant, dependent on Western good will 
and alms, the U.N. coalition against 
Iraq could never have been fash
ioned. 

Hashem has plenty of other mes-
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THE YITTI LEIBEL 

HELPLINE 
A Free Service of the Yitti Leibel Chesed Fund 

No problem is too big ••• No problem is too small ••• 
... .ls there some terrible thing happening in your family that you are afraid 

or ashamed to tell anyone?? 
.... Are you a teen-ager or young adult having problems that are 

too difficult for you to handle?? 
.... Are you single or married, and experiencing personal or inter-personal 

conflicts?? 
.... Are you a parent or grandparent suffering from stress?? 
.... Are you simply confronted with a situation that requires you to find an 

objective listener?? 
Some of the Torah community's highly skilled therapists are available to 
talk to you on the phone, with total anonymity. Many people have already 
been helped by them - they want to help you as well! 

H o 0 o U o R o S 
Daytime: Monday thru Friday 8:00 AM-12:00 Noon 

Sunday 9:00 AM-12:00 Noon 
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sages for all those whose hearts have 
not been deadened entirely. First, our 
security does not depend on the Is
rael Defense Forces. For twenty 
years, Israeli planners have assumed 
any enemy contemplating an attack 
on Israeli population centers would 
be deterred by the threat of massive 
retaliation. Not only was Saddam 
Hussein not deterred, but Israel has 
proven powerless to respond at all. 

Nor is our security in the hands of 
the allied forces. They cannot prevent 
the missiles from being fired nor is It 
they who spare us from casualties 
once the missiles land. 

Modern technology does not 
guarantee our safety either. Before 
the Patriots arrive, no one is killed 

A journalist for a 
virulently anti-religious 

papers writes, 
"'Miracle' is too small a 
word to describe the 

fine line between the 
bloody massacre that 
might have taken place 
here, and the small 
numbers of lightly 
wounded that resulted 

in actuality." 

despite five or more missiles being 
fired at a time and landing in densely 
populated areas. After the Patriots 
arrive, the first casualty occurs when 
a single missile falls to earth after 
being intercepted by the Patriot. 

And finally, all our hishtadlus is as 
likely to endanger us as it is to help. 
One Israeli is killed by a missile (it 
later turns out that he was a princi· 
pal organizer of the anti-Shabbos 
demonstrations), but another seven 
die as a result of defective gas masks, 
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donned for a gas attack that has not 
come, and hundreds are admitted to 
hospitals after injecting themselves 
with atropine to counteract non-ex
istent nerve gas. In short, we have 
Hashem alone in whom to place our 
trust. 

e all feel a heightened 
piiitual awareness of our 

ependence on Hashem We 
know that we have been scared, as 
well as shown Hashems mercy and 
protection, because He wants our 
tefillos, our mitzvos, and Torah. In 
the first days of the war, one notices 
that people are no longer speaking 
lashon hara; first you hear one per
son stop himself in mid-sentence and 
then another and then another. 

But the sense of urgency is not 
easy to translate into action. The 
complications of life under siege keep 
intruding. For weeks the mothers 
suddenly find themselves at home 
with all their children, with nothing 
to do and no place to do it. The 
kollelim are empty for a couple of 
days, as fathers are pressed into 
service at home. 

By the third week of the war, the 
entry in the sealed room upon the 
sounding of the siren has become for 
those of us in Jerusalem, an almost 
perfunctory drill. We listen to the 
news only to fmd out when we can 
leave the room. Gone is the initial 
feeling of terror. Aild unfortunately 
gone, too, is the intense identification 
with every other Jew in Eretz Yisroel. 
As I tum to go back to sleep after one 
early morning siren, it strikes me 
that I have not even bothered to wait 
up to hear the news from the rest of 
the country or to say Tehillim for 
those who may still be in danger. 

By the fourth week, our greatest 
fear is that we may waste the oppor
tunity that Hashem has given us to 
draw close to Him and make our
selves worthy of His ultimate re
demption. 

Hashem has given us an un
precedented opportunity to raise 
ourselves spiritually. We must go 
over, again and again, the chessed 
we have witnessed, as well as the 
clear glimpses of the workings of His 
hashgacha, in the hopes of making 
ourselves worthy of His ultimate 
redemption. B 
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Yeshiva Ohr Chodosh 
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LEARNING FROM THE GULF WAR CRISIS Dov Axelbawn 

Why I've Got to Stay 
in Tel Aviv 

On Parshas Yisro, I volunteered to give the Shalosh Seudosspeech to the tal
midim of Yeshiva Marbeh Torah. With the Gulf War in its third week, I wanted 

to speak about the effect the current matzav (situation) was having on our 
families back home, and how their concerns and fears manifest themselves in 
pressures on us to go home, to leave Israel, or at least, to leave Bnei Brak. I 
hope these excerpts will help the reader better understand why no bachurim 

from our Yeshiva have left, and appreciate our reasons for staying here. 

S o we left home to learn in Is
rael- a long way from home. 
And for many of you, that 

created its O\Vll mini-crisis- .. When 
are you going to get a job? How will 
you support a family? Why do you 
have to be so far away? Isn't this 
enough already?" Reasonable 
questions, and since most of our 
loved ones don't fully appreciate the 
value of what we are learning, it's 
very hard for them to understand 
why we have to spend all day, year 
after year, in a yeshiva. So their 
questions are reasonable and our 
answers are rarely satisfying. 

That was when the main problem 
with living in Israel was that it was 
so far away. Now, of course, there are 
other problems, and our parents are 
scared. They don't want to lose a 

Dov Axelbaum Is a real estate businessman 
from St. Louis, Missouri, who in January, 1990, 
left his actiVities at home to study for a year at 
Yeshiva Marbeh Torah in Bnei Brak. 
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child. They've invested too much 
time, love, tears and joy to lose one 
of us. That rasha (wicked man) is 
sending missiles over here- and not 
just to Israel: he is targetingand hit
tingTe!Aviv. They're scared and they 
have every right to be. Think of it from 
their point of view: Of all places in 
Israel to be, you pick Bnei Brak, a 
suburb of Tel Aviv. It's crazy! And 
their questions begin again, but now 
they have more urgency. 

"What are you doing there? And 
whatever it is, why can't you do it 
somewhere else? Can't you just leave 
for a few months and go back when 
the danger is over?- Why not? Look 
what you're putting your mother 
through! Can't you at least go to 
Jerusalem? How can you stay there 
night after night?" 

Why do I spend so much time elabo
rating on their fears and concerns? Be
cause we must fully appreciate them 
before we can begin to respond. 

W e have ideological answers 
that will also appeal to 
ecular people. We're Jews 

and this is the Jewish country. And 
missiles are raining down because 
there are Jews in Eretz Y"isroeL What 
kind of loyalty do I show, what kind 
offriend am I, and what kind of Jew 
am I. if! put my tail between my legs 
and run when things get tough? Ever 
since the Intifada began winning 
headlines, Israel has been suffering 
because many American Jews have 
been staying away, and I don't want 
to be one of them. And besides- what 
do you expect me to tell my friends 
here, anyway? "Have a nice war, I 
hope no one gets hurt- take care. 
hold the fort and I'll be back as soon 
as it's safe." Do you really expect me 
to say that the Jews who live here -
to my Rabbeim? 

And of course, we have our reli
gious answer: We're serving a pur
pose here- we're on the front lines. 
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For thousands of years the Jewish 
people have clearly understood that 
wars against the Jewish people are 
warnings from Hashem; for histocy to 
unfold, we play a major role, and we're 
not sufficiently cooperating, What 
happens In this war has nothing to do 
with Saddam Hussein and George 
Bush, They're pawns, This whole 
thing is between Hashem and the 
Jewish people, And since most Jews 
don't know it. we need to be here be
cause we can make a difference. 

But why do we have to stay In Bnei 
Brak? Why not Jerusalem or some 
out-of-the-way place? Why a suburb 
of Tel Aviv, for crying out loud? 

"Of all places in Israel 
to be, you pick Bnei 
Brak, a suburb of Tel 
Aviv. It's crazy! 
"What are you doing 
there? And whatever it 
is, why can't you do it 
somewhere else? Can't 
you just leave for a few 
months and go back 
when the danger is 
over?" 

I want to relate a conversation I 
recently had with my uncle, 
Missiles were hitting Tel Aviv al

most evecy night at the time, I tried 
to explain that what I was doing here 
was important. but he's not yet reli
gious- and I can't expect him to un
derstand In a short phone call. what 
took me years of critical investigation 
to conclude: that George Bush and 
Saddam Hussein have nothing to do 
with the outcome of this war, That if 
it wasn't them, Hashem would pick 
someone else. 

And then he told me this: He said 
1 have a unique responsibility, When 
he and my mother visit the graves of 
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There are thousands of tzaddikim and talmidei 
chachamim living here in Bnei Brak. Would it really 
make a difference if I weren't here? 

considering the destruction of Sodom 
and Ammora. Avraham asked 
Hashem-wouldn't He spare the 
place for the sake of fifty tzaddikim 
(righteous men)? And you know the 
story: Hashem agreed that He would 
spare the place even if there were 
only ten tzaddikim there. So we see 
that a place can be spared in the 
zechus (merit) of a small minority of 
the inhabitants. So there is an obvi
ous reason to stay here. I'm one of the 
minority who understands what is 
really going on here. I'm shteiging 
(growing) in Torah and mitzvos. So 
I'm needed here because numbers do 
matter .... But, wait a minute ... I'm 

their parents and grandparents, they 
think of me. With my learning and 
my Yiddishkeit I'm a continuation of 
those that came before them. He re
minded me that we have a very small 
family. and we've already suffered too 
many losses. The family can't afford 
to lose me. All he is asking is that I 
think about it and ask for guidance-

not from the people here, but from 
the One Above. And he's certain that 
whatever answer I come up with, it 
will be the right one. 

So I promised him- it was a more 
than fair request. 

I had already considered the con
versation between Avraham and 
Hashem, when Hashem was 

no~ nNl!li? ??!lnn?1 Tio?? Nl 
,,,., 1~J 
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not a tzaddik. I'm not a talmid 
chacham (one with a tremendous 
depth and breadth of Torah learn
ing). There are thousands of 
tzaddikim and talmidei chachamim 
living here in Bnei Brak. Would it re
ally make a difference If I weren't 
here? 

So I'm not a tzaddik or a talmtd 
chacham- so what am I, and what 
am I dong here? I'm a baal teshuva 
and like the rest of you, I fmd myself 
learning Torah In Bnel Brak, a sub
urb of Tel Aviv. Tel Aviv. In the entire 
state oflsrael, one could say that Tel 
Aviv is the prime example of non-re
ligious, even occasionally anti-reli
gious attitudes. And here we are in 
its suburb at Marbeh Torah, a Ye
shiva for English speaking baalei 
teshuva, located in the old Beis 
Mtdrash of Kolle! Chazon !sh. But 
there are plenty of good yeshivas In 
more enjoyable places- places that 
are more aesthetically pleasing, 
where the weather Is much nicer, 
where there is more to do. They don't 
even have any restaurants here. 
There's nothing to do but shteig in 
Torah and avodas Hashem (serving 
G-d). Of all the yeshivas in the world, 
we pick this one. 

Maybe we're not all tzaddikim. 
Maybe we're not all talmidei 
chachamim. But we ARE baalei 
teshuva- in other words, we're Tel 
Avlvlans. Just a few years ago, each 
one of us, because we didn't know, 
and like others, we just didn't un
derstand, would have been very 
comfortable in Tel Aviv- mechalel 
Shabbos (desecrating the Shabbos). 
eating treif, even making a chillul 
Hashem Do you see what we repre
sent? Why we are here and why we 
have to stay here? We are Tel Avlvlans 
who made good. And amidst the 
thousands of tzaddikim and talmidei 
chachamim there are only a few of us 
baalei teshuva, just a few who can 
represent to Hashem what Tel 
Avivians can become, what Tel 
Avlvlans are becoming. And in the 
merit of baalei teshuva, other Tel 
Avlvlans may be spared. And so the 
answer screams out: "Yes we are 
needed. Davka (specifically) us, 
davka now and davka right here in 
Bnei Brak, the city of Torah, the 
suburb of Tel Aviv." 
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W e've got to do our thing and 
we've got to do it well. Can 

you imagine what it means 
to Hashem to have to bring this 
mntzav on the Jewish people? He's 
made His plan for history very clear 
to us. Can you imagine, after all He's 
had to put His people through to get 
them to return to Eretz Yisroel- can 
you imagine the tears He must cry 
that He still has to rain missiles upon 
His people because they refuse to do 
their part? 

When the sirens scream, every-

one runs to the sealed room. One of 
us seals the door, while the one most 
fluent in Hebrew mans the radio. Our 
gas masks are on in 15 seconds, and 
each of us is either reciting Tehil!im 
(Psalms), or learning Gemora. We're 
all bracing for the explosion but our 
kavanos (intentions) are focused on 
what we're doing. And if we put ev
erything into it, if at that moment we 
can truly represent bnei Torah, then 
when Hashem looks down and sees 
us in our sealed rooms, and He sees 
what Tel Avivians are becoming, then 
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maybe, just maybe amidst His tears 
of sorrow, He will also be crying tears 
of joy. 

d I think of my ancestors and 
how I represent them. I think 
about leaving and going 

somewhere "safe," and I wonder
what will I be saving? ... and ifl left 
and didn't rise to the occasion -what 
would my family be losing? ... 

B'ezras Hashem (with the help of 
G-d) I'll visit you in St. Louis for 
Pesach. 

Be well. Dov Axelbaum • 
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Michael Weinstein 

The Worm 

He was all curled up and so 
bent over, and quietly, so 
quietly hugged into himself. 

He was shaking and trembling in
side. He felt like a mass of jelly, of 
worthless jelly, of segmented, small 
and hunched-over lumps. 

He thought to himself, "Oh that I 
can breathe the air, just that I can 
breathe the air, the precious air, 
which allows me to live one more 
second. Pure air!... ........ 

"And oh, that I can think, that I 
have the power to think and form 
words and that my tongue retains its 
moistness! Oh, Who has given me the 
privilege to continue? Why? Why? 
Oh, how marvelous!" 

" ... Behold light coursing through 
the universe, that I can behold the 
sunlight coming to kiss the trees, to 
visit every flower, every bird and every 
rock and to illuminate my whole 
world with glorious color. And all I 
have to do is open my eyes, open my 
eyes! Do I deserve to have such eyes?" 

And he stopped- and he bent
and he trembled- and he shook as 
ifwith fever and he could not dare to 
raise his head and he thought he 
must sink into the ground and he 
bowed, abject, fully in the depths of 
his endless knees. 

And he raised himself up with a 
face mottled like the dew on a morn
ing lawn. And finally, when he felt 
he had no more substance left. as if 
he were ashes, as if surely this were 
his last day _on earth, he took three 
steps backward. Then he turned and 
faced the crowd, the throngs and 
masses of the assembled, and a 
mighty roar went up for the king. The 
sweet King David, Melech Ha 
Moshiach • 
Mlchoel Weinstein lives in Brooklyn, N.Y. This 
is his first appearance in these pages. 
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I. 

D avid Hamelech wrote his 
sejer of Tehillim using ten 
expressions of praise. Shir 

(song) is one of those expressions, 
and at first glance, it does not seem 
to be qualitativelyveiy different from 
the other forms of praise. Each form 
has its specific characteristic and 
Sh' understandably has its special 
fa, (perhaps it implies a poem ac
com!Janied by a melody). But Ghazal 
tell us that Shir is a praise of an en
tirely different dimension. 

Rabbi A. Sheinman, who studies in a Kollel in 
Jerusalem, is a frequent contributor to these 
pages. 
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Pesach: 
A 'liilogy of 

Shira 

Shira is such a unique 
mode of expression, it 
cannot be appropriate 
for every event. It has to 
be an event that entails 
an experience beyond 

the grasp of mortals. 

To gain an understanding of the 
unique character of Shira let us first 
examine Ghazal's account of King 
Ghizkiyahu and their faulting him for 
not singing Shira. Ghazal (Sanhedrin 
94a) state that Chizkiyahu should 
have been the Moshiach, but since he 
did not say Shira after he had been 
miraculously saved, he was not wor
thy to be Moshiach, Rashi explains 
that the miracles that he witnessed 

A.Sheinman 

that should have led to Shira were: 
the dispersal of Sancherev's armies 
that were besieging Jerusalem, and 
his recoveiy from his "fatal" Illness. 

This criticism seems strange in the 
light of the fact that Chizkiyahu 
writes a letter of thanksgiving to 
Hashem recorded in the Book of 
Yeshayahu (ch.38) expressing grati
tude and praise to G-d for healing 
him and restoring him to life. And, 
indeed, If Shira is merely another 
mode of acknowledgement and 
praise, then It is difficult to see why 
the letter falls short of expectation. 
It must then be that Shira Is so dif
ferent from "mere" praise and 
thanksgiving that in no way can 
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If Shira is merely another mode of 
acknowledgment and praise, then it is difficult to 
see why Chizkiyahu's letter falls short of 
expectation. It must then be that Shira is so 
different from "mere" praise and thanksgiving, that 
in no way can Shira can be replaced with any 
other form of expression of the same feelings. 

Shira can be replaced with any other 
form of expression of the same feel
ings. 

But what exactly is this essential 
quality of Shira? 

Similarly. Chazal point out that 
from Adam onwards, no one ever said 
Shira until Israel sang "Az Yashil" at 
the splitting of the Sea, during the 
Exodus from Egypt. Thus Avraham 
when he was saved from the fires of 
Ur Kasdim, Yitzchok upon being 
spared from the knife of the Akeida. 
and Yaakov after surviving the 
threats ofEisav and Shechem, all did 
not say Shira. 

In many of these instances we find 
expressions of thanksgiving being 
offered to G-d (Le .. Yaakov brought 
sacrifices and built altars to "the G-d 
that saved him"). Yet something was 
lacking for it to become a Song. 
What is it that sets Shira apart from 
"mere" heartfelt gratitude and 
praise? 

Another puzzling aspect of 
Chazal's perspective on Shira is that 
they ask: "By what merit did they 
say Shira?' Chazal respond that it 
was in the merit of emwm (faith): the 
emuna of Avraham, Yitzchok and 
Yaakov, and the emuna of Klal Yis· 
roeL The pasuk thus states "Tashuri 
merosh amana," which is inter
preted as if it were written "emuna" -
'You shall sing from atop faith" [Shir 
Hashirim 4,8). Why is merit a factor 
in coming to sing Shira? Isn't Shira 
an obligation that is incumbent on 
the person who has been saved? 
Does it make sense to say that 
someone "merited" giving thanks to 
G-d? 

II. 

W e encounter Shira and try 
o understand its essence: 

perhaps a clue to its deeper 
meaning lies in the significance of 
the halachic requirements of writing 
a Shira as part of a sacred text, such 
as a sejer Torah. Generally. Shiros 
are to be written with spaces between 
the phrases (the type of spacing de
pends on the type of Shira), as is ex
plained in the Gemora (MegiUa 21 a). 
To quote the poskim: "For every 
phrase written, one leaves a blank 
space parallel to it." Each phrase is 
distanced from another phrase by a 
space, and according to some poskim 
(i.e., the Rivash). the space is equal 
to the space that divides one 
parsha- one self-contained section 
of sacred text- from another. What 
is the significance of this form of 
writing? 

Every person has an inborn sys
tem of logic and comprehension. 
Events and perceptions are recorded 
and placed in their appropriate con
text, and a pattern emerges. Thus if 
a person sees (1) a person carrying 
money, (2) someone else taking it, (3) 
police arriving; he reaches the con
clusion that a robbery has occurred. 
If. however, he also sees a man with 
a camera recording the event. he 
reaches the conclusion that a movie 
is being filmed. The person drew on 
an earlier imprinted concept of "a 
robbery" or "a movie," and the facts 
fit into one or the other context. Thus 
the connecting pattern is part of 
human cognizance. Similarly, when 
a computer has a program, it can 
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read input and place it tn the overall 
context of the program. 

But what happens when a person 
witnesses astoundtng events that are 
beyond his understandtng?- Events 
of a magnitude that do not fit tnto any 
previously expertenced pattern? He 
can descrtbe the events, but their 
tnner connection is beyond his grasp. 
Instead of the witness mastertng and 
imposing order on the events, the 
events flood him and overwhehn him. 
Praise is a type of reaction that re
sults after a person has placed the 
happenings tnto a meaningful con
text; it is the manner in which the 
man expresses his response. A per
son was sick, a delicate medical 
treatment was performed, and it 
worked! These are events that people 
can integrate and tum tnto a coher
ent story, and then acknowledge the 
Hand of G-d, through reason. And 
then there are those events that 
overwhelm man. The lowly shifcha 
(handmaiden)- as well as Moshe 
Rabbeinu- on the Sea, expertenced 
events of such awesome magnitude 
that they could not claim to "under
stand" the events. Each miracle, 
each act of G-d, is descrtbed in the 
Shira. But the greater understand
ing that connects them all is beyond 
thetr grasp. Thus a string of phrases 
emanates from lsrael ... with blank 
gaps of silence in place of conjunc
tive prose! It is as if each element is 
a parsha- a self-contained song of 
exultation- unto itself. This is the 
significance of the form of "a space 
on top of a brtck," as it is descrtbed 
tn the Gerrwra. 

This is also the role of emuna on 
the path to Shira. For emuna re
quires an ability to be aware of a 
phenomenon beyond the pale of 
reason. Indeed, from the heights of 
emuna. merosh emuna. a song ema
nates. 

m. 

S Ince Shira is such a unique 
mode of expression, it can 
not. be approprtate for every 

event. It has to be an event that en
tails an expertence beyond the grasp 
of mortals. And tndeed there are two 
situations that especially lend them
selves to this mode of expression. 
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We find tnnumerable references tn 
Chazal (see Midrash: Bereishis 
Rabba 6,3; Shemos R. 23.12; 
Devorim R. 3, 11; Tehillim 18) that 
Shira is said in conjunction with 
mtracles. This is not only because 
the miraculous events are so great 
that they tnsptre Shira. Rather, it is 
because mtracles are outside of the 
realm of understanding and logic, 
that Shir Is the proper vehicle for ex
pressing praise for them. Chazal 
(Berachos IO) say that Dovid saw five 
new worlds in his lifetime, and said 

Shira upon perceiving each of these 
worlds (i.e. birth, nursing, death, 
etc.). A world is a complete, self
contatned system. When a person is 
descrtbed as moving on to "a new 
world," it means that the realities and 
components of the "new" world sim
ply do not fit tnto the previous order. 
If they were to fit, they would merely 
be an extension of the old world, not 
a new one. Thus, on those occasions 
that Dovid found himself at the 
threshold of an overwhehntng expe
rtence, he recited Shira. 
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IV. 

But there is another element 
necessary for a person to say 
Shira. True, the event itself 

must be of such a dimension that 
Shira be the appropriate form, but 
the most difficult part of saying Shira 
is the willingness of a person to sing 
Shira. Let us explain why. 

Imagine a person sitting through 
a lecture or a shiur and experiencing 
difficulty in understanding it. A 
person will usually say, "I under
stand the idea (or the main point) but 
some of the details were unclear." 

FOR THE FIRST TIME ... 

38 

Shira is not the praise of a particular event, 
rather it is the person in his entirety 
acknowledging the Creator. 

What he is saying, in effect, is that "I 
am on top of the information given 
but there are points missing." Very 
rarely will a person admit: "I was to
tally lost," or " ... completely out
classed." The reason for this reluc
tance is that if the person has abso-
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lutely no comprehension of the topic, 
within that specific area. the person's 
intellectual reach is nonexistent. It 
is contrary to a person's basic grasp 
of "self' to say "there is an area of 
thought wherein I simply don't exist!" 

This will help us understand the 
meaning of the Gemora (Chagiga 
l 4b) regarding the malachim (angels) 
who are created, say Shira and dis
appear. This disintegration is in
herent in Shira itself, and not merely 
a byproduct. In saying Shira, the 
malachim are expressing a percep
tion of the Divine that so overwhelms 
their own existence that it renders it 
meaningless. This perhaps is also 
what many commentaries mean 
when they identify the root of Shira 
as "circular" or "encompassing"; for 
Shira is not the praise of a particular 
event, rather it is the person in his 
entirety acknowledging the Creator. 

Once we understand that the 
prerequisite to saying Shira is 
hisbatlus, total self-negation, then it 
follows that azus (brazenness) is the 
prime obstacle to saying Shira. Thus 
the Yalkut (Bo 187) states that all 
living creatures sing Shira, except 
dogs, since they are possessed with 
azus! Even when they are faced with 
an overwhehning revelation. dogs will 
assert themselves and not retreat 
before an unequivocal truth. 

Thus Chazal attribute the failure 
of Chizklyahu (lehavdiij to say Shira 
to his gei'us (inflated self-esteem). 
True, when we speak ofChizklyahu's 
"haughtiness" we are referring to a 
pale shadow of what we would rec
ognize as such. But that slight fault 
is sufficient to prevent his profound 
letter of thanks from becoming a 
flood of overwhelming Shira. And 
since Moshiach is assigned the task 
of ushering in a new world, a person 
who has failed to reach the level of 
Shira cannot be the Moshiach.In the 
light of this explanation. is it any 
wonderthatMoshe, themosthumble 
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of men, is the one who said the Shira 
on the Sea? Or Dovid, so simple in 
his humility ("! am a worm, and not 
a man, I did not go with grandeur and 
wonders beyond me" - Tehillim 22, 7) 
is so profound in his Shirei David? 

For a further description of Shira, 
let us refer to the profound words of 
the Tzemach Tzedek 7"lll: 

Every substantial spiritual 
elevation .... is achieved through 
Shira, which is a type of bitul (ne
gation) of one's self. For as is 
known, nothing can attain a new 
existence [W"J except by first dis
solving its previous existence; only 
then can it be renewed in a much 
greater format. This is similar to a 
seed sown in the ground, which 
must first rot and disintegrate in 
order to grow many more kernels. 

So. too, is it with regard to 
neshamos (souls) and malachim 
For them to attain a higher stature 
and greater understanding, they 1 

must first be mevatel (negate] 
themselves and their previous 
concept of their world; only then ! 

can they attain an even higher level 
of ~". This is hinted at in the 1 
Mishna: Kol baalei shir yotzin 
leshir .... [lit. This Mishna refers to 
animals on leashes, as regards 
Hilchos Shabbos.] At the time of 
bringing korbanos, a Shirwas nec
essary, for a korban is the eleva
tion of an animal's material ele
ments to achieve spirituality
re'ach nichoah: and this requires 
the element of bttul inherent in Shir. 

Ohr Torah. Bereishis 525 

v. 

0 f all the events that take 
place in the span of eternity, 
none is so in line with req

uisites for saying Shira as is techias 
hameisim- the resurrection of the 
dead. Of course, we have no idea of 
what this experience entails. But for 
certain, when a dead person will be 
revived, he will recognize it as more 
than just a significant event that re
flects G-d's inteIVention: he will ac
knowledge that his very existence is 
G-d's doing. Now, no one views his 
birth, his entry into this world as a 
live, functioning human being, as 
something he can take credit for- his 
own proud achievement. Yet some
howwe live with smug self-assurance 
that our existence is axiomatic. 
Techias hameisimis different. for the ! 
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person will have gone through death 
and dissolution; from the vantage 
point beyond techias hameisim re
turning again to life, he simply can
not take his existence for granted. 
The world of techias hameistm, then, 
is a "new" world, and perceiving it, 
experiencing it, should arouse Shira, 
And, indeed, we find that the "dead 
that Yechezkel brought to life stood 
up and sang Shira" (Sanhedrin 92 b). 
Similarly. of the ten types of Shira, 
the tenth is the song that is sung at 
techias hameisim (See the lengthy 
exposition on this in Midrash 
Shachar Tov 104.) In fact, the Song 
of the Sea by its use of the future 

tense- "Az Yashir. .. Then he will 
sing" - alludes to the song to be sung 
at techias hameisim 

VI. 

I The book in Tanach called 
"Shir Hashirim- Song of 
Songs" is an account of a 

person expressing his relationship 
with G-d not as an isolated event, but 
as the essence of his life. The 
Rambam (Hilchos Teshuva 10,3) ex
plains that it is written as a song of 
love because just as love consumes 
the totality of a person, and all his 
activities that are unrelated to his 
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love cease to be meaningful and are 
drowned in his torrent of infatuation, 
so, too, is man's relationship with 
G-d meant to be all-consuming. This 
Song (as the Malbimexplains It) ends 
In the death of its singer, consumed 
in the flames of his love for the Al
mighty. It is a song akin to that of 
the angel's, where the angel disap
pears with the very Shira that he 
sings. (Perhaps this may shed some 
light on the Yerushalayim minhag of 
chanting Shir Hashirim during a 

taharo, when the body of a deceased 
person is washed- lit. "purified" - in 
preparation for burtal.) 

On Pesach, we sing Shir Hashirim, 
one of three Shiros sung on Pesach. 
We also read Yechezkel's prophecy of 
the rtsing of the dry bones, that his
tortcal moment of a miniature techias 
hameisim, when the first notes of the 
Shira of techiya were sounded. And 
we read the Shira of Yam Suf. in 
whose song lay the first allusion to 
that of the techiya to come. 
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Shira- the ultimate mode of ex
pression! It is an overwhelming 
perception of the magnificence of 
the Divine that prompts man to ex
press himself in song. It is in this 
magnificent song that man is con
sumed by the flames of Divine love. 
And through this song, someday he 
will rtse again, powered by the same 
flame that consumed him: 
"Ve'nomar lefanav ... And we will say 
before Him a new song, Hallelu- let 
us praise- Kahr • 
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Rabbi Binyomin Steinberg 
Principal, Bais Y aakov of Baltimore, for close to 30 years. 

Remembering 
Rabbi 

Binyomin Steinberg i1")) 
A fresh reaction to his passing by a graduate of 

Bais Yaakov of Baltimore. 

OVERWHELMED WITH LOSS ... 

I just walked into my apart
ment in Brooklyn after a four 
hour drive from Baltimore, 

Maryland. I am exhausted, hungry, 
depressed, my nerves on edge be
cause I have to care for my five
month-old baby. And yet, something 
is compelling me to sit and wrtte. I 
have been to too many funerals ?-i 
and hope this one will be the last. 
However, this is the first time my 
emotions are overwhelming me so 
that I can suppress or control them 
no longer. My husband, as wonder
ful a companion as he is, is not able 
to help me cope or express my feel
ings at the moment. 

The author ofthls article chooses anonymity for 
obvious reasons. 
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Rabbi Steinberg, rrv, was the type 
of person to move and inspire one to 
such actions. How else can one ex
plain the outpouring of grief where 
there was not one chy eye in the entire 
Bais Yaakov? Where three thousand 
people from all walks of life, from the 
entire spectrum of Yzddishkeit, who 
left jobs, children, errands, nursing 
babies, travelled for hundreds of miles 
to pay their last respects? 

I have been thinking over some of 
the hespeidim (eulogies) spoken 
there. and one common theme was 
noted. He was a menhanech (peda
gogue). But not ju.st a mechanech. 
One that was supreme, exemplary, 
brilliant, talented, of finest quality, 
par excellence. He strived for the best 
in himself as an educator, at the 
same time inspiring us to strive for 
no less perfection in ourselves. 

"I WAS NOT THE BEST 
STUDENT .. 

I can still remember him 
when I was a tenth grader. I 
was not the best student. My 

home was one beset with marital 
strife, saturated with hypocrisy, the 
antithesis of what Bais Yaakov 
stands for. I have forgotten what in
fraction I was called into the office 
about. But I do remember him stay
ing extra late at school to talk to me. 
Remember, I was the low-achiever, 
the one who was elated with a 70 in 
Chumash!The one who the teachers 
prayed to keep out of their classroom. 
And yet, he took the time to speak to 
someone like me, who may not ac
complish much nor soar to inspiring 
heights. But I was his student. And 
I deserved extra attention because 1 
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I have forgotten what infraction I was 
called into the office about. But I do 
remember him staying extra late at school 
to talk to me. Remember, I was the low
achiever, the one who the teachers prayed 
to keep out of their classroom. 

knowledge and familiartty in Wstory. 
!fl could hope for a good mark in any 
subject, It was in Wstory. But the way 
he taught and made the lessons come 
alive! His class was the one that- if 
you had a lousy expertence at home 
the night before, and hated the rest 
of the day, without any hope for the 
future, you could be assured of ex
citement- no entertainment! Where 
the words of the Gedolim and 
(lehavdil) the resha'im came to life, 
where you were there at the Damas
cus affair, sat next to Rav Shrira 
Gaon, Rav Hai Gaon, Rambam, 
Ramban. ... I still have my notes from 
Ws classes, now made more prtceless 
with Ws loss. I always looked forward 
to Ws lessons to consist of not only 
ikrei emuna (fundamentals of faith) 
but ikrei hachaim (fundamentals of 
life). 

didn't receive it at home. He crtticlzed 
me in a manner that gave me chizuk, 
uplift. But what struck me most was 
that rtde home. 

He took out time to read a Purtm 
newsletter that the seniors had 
prtnted in honor of the approaching 
holiday. He told me, "I said to my
self that before I left school 1 would 
read this." 

And there we were, the two of us 
sitting in his car in the middle of the 
Bais Yaakov parking lot, I watcWng 

Wm laugWng at the jokes they wrote, 
wondertng the entire time why he did 
not become enflamed with rage at 
what I considered the utter chutzpa 
of what the girls wrote about Wm. 
And he thought it was funny! 

HISTORY LIVED IN HIS 
LECTURES 

H istory was his forte. Bals 
Yaakov girls from Baltimore 
were known for their vast 

I could not survive as a Jew with
out his teachings. Why, even my 
discussions about Hikhos Melochim 
by the Rambam makes my husband 
kvell(glowwith prtde). 

11)~ Sa.2ReP Stones•The ~~nof ?Zhe.§olem 
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"I AM EXPERIENCING 
A LOT OF PAIN" 

But there is something else 
that 1 am experiencing now, 
and that is pain. A lot of pain. 

I can still hear his sons' hespeidim 
ringing in my ears. They described 
a definitive sweetness when they 
heard him sing zemiros, a niggun, 
when they danced with him. I for one 
can verify that. I can still picture him 
walking barefoot across a stream at 
a nearby State Park or playing base
ball at the same place. Which other 
dean of a school would encourage the 
girls to challenge him with ques
tions? To kvetch to him? He treated 
us like a father. We were all one big 
happy family. our Bais Yaakov fam
ily. We all felt secure and happy be
ing near him. sitting at his feet. 

What most struck me was that no 
one there could produce a bad word 
about him. No one! l still remember 
how the girls who were involved with 
Bnei Akiva were upset with the 
school policy of not allowing them to 
use the Bais Yaakov facilities for their 
events. I also remember how indig
nant their parents were about it. My 
parents davened in the same shul as 
those people. I used to hear them 
rant and rave about it. ln contrast. 
Bnos was given free access to and use 
of the facilities. They use to cry in 
outrage over it: "Bnos can use Bais 
Yaakov but we can't. Why not? What 
difference does it make? I'll tell you 
what it is. It's politics! Pure and 
simple. How dare they!" 

Yes. they were upset over the 
policy. But one word against Rabbi 
Steinberg? Never! 

A FRIEND OF MINE ... EXPELLED 

I remember a friend of mine 
being expelled. She had 
gotten involved in some kind of 

fraud, a type of misdeed that in even 
today's world would raise more than 
just a few eyebrows. And I remem
ber how Rabbi Steinberg. 1rv. liter
ally chased us away from her. for
bidding us to talk to her. But not 
one word could the girl. nor her 
parents, raise against Rabbi 
Steinberg. And even though he 
loudly denounced her actions. dis-
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couraged us from the most mini
mum contact with her. we her 
classmates, the girl herself, and all 
who were aware of the issue could 
not come up with one complaint. 
one bad word. not a single reproach 
against Rabbi Steinberg. 

Anyone who sent their daughter 
to Bais Yaakov. taught there. gave 
money, even just said a mere hello 
to Rabbi Steinberg. was struck by his 
warmth, his kindly countenance. his 
grace even under the most crushing 
pressure. We all recognized these 
qualities in him and more. and 

strove to make them our ideal. This 
and so much more I want to commit 
to pen and paper. but only because 
of the human limitations of attention 
and the real lack of space or time. do 
l stop. I was never known for my elo
quence of thought or words, though 
never short of producing both. But 
at this moment. my emotions so 
overcome me that it is difficult for me 
to see my own handwriting through 
my tears. The enormity of his loss is 
beyond my powers of description. 

I will miss you so very. very much. 
Rabbi Steinberg. • 
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J ERUSALEM - It all started 
when I was visiting in Jerusa
lem and drove up to 14 

Polanski Street, a small block, actu
ally no block at all. My destination 
is the Novaradok Mussar Yeshiva, 
just up the hill from Rechov Shmuel 
Hanavi. It's eerte to walk in. This is 
the place where I spent many years 
imbibing the wisdom and warmth of 
the tzaddik, Rav Ben Zion Bruk 7"Yl, 

imbibing the wisdom in a building 
that catches the Jerusalem sun in all 
its stark clarity, that catches the 
Jerusalem cold in all its bone-chill
ing mercilessness. It's eerie because 
Rav Bruk is in the World of Truth 
now; and because his wife is too. In 
a word: it's not the same. 

The people are not the same. 

Rabbi Hillel Goldberg, a frequent contributor 
to JO, is the editor of Denver's Intennountain 
Jewish News, and author of numerous books on 
Jewish themes, most recently: The Fire Within, 
on leaders of the Mussar movement. 
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There was a time when I would 
walk into the yeshiva and all would 
know me. Now no one knows me. I 
am not bothered, since my place 
here, like anyone's, is fixed not by 

No one knows me, but I 
am not bothered, since 
my place here, like 
anyone's, is fixed not by 
horizontal 
achievements, but 
vertical ones; not by 
social acquisitions, but 
spiritual ones. 

Rabbi Hillel Goldberg 

hortzontal achievements, but verti
cal ones; not by social acquisitions, 
but spiritual ones. The real 
achievements here transcend the 
passage of time and change of 
scenery. Still, it's eerie. In what 
must have seemed like an incredibly 
brazen request, I ask one of the tal
midim if he can let me into the late 
rabbi's apartment, located on the 
floor below. I need some seforim not 
found in the beis midrash but 
which, I am certain, are on Rav 
Bruk's· bookshelves in his apart
ment on the floor below. I am cer
tain these seforim stand there just 
as they did when he was living, 
when I last saw him years ago. 

What? To let a stranger into the old 
rabbi's apartment? 

I explain, I used to learn here. 
Then one of Rav Bruk's grandchil
dren recognizes my name: into the 
apartment you go. 

I walk in, half expecting and fully 
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wishing Rav Bruk and his wife, 
Rebbitzen Leah, to appear; quickly I 
find the seforim I am looking for, and 
sit down to learn. 

But only for a few minutes. 
Reb Yitzchak hears I am in the 

yeshiva. He enters; "Reb Hillel!!" 
Big hugs. 
We became, in those years. almost 

family. 
We studied together, sper.t several 

Rosh Hashanas and Yorn Kipputim 
together, celebrated bar mitzvas and 
weddings together, analyzed Mussar 
together- lived in Jerusalem to
gether. 

And mourned together. 
Thick bonds. 
I am learning, or was learning; for 

instantaneously, it seems. we launch 
into divrei Torah. 

It's like this; 
One of the seforim I was learning 

was written by Rav Ben Zion Bruk. 
Reb Yitzchak sees this. and suddenly 
he expostulates. 

"Ask a question!" he demands, out 
of the blue. "Ask a question!" 

l am not quick enough; do not 
catch on. 

Rav Bruk's sefer reminds him of 
one of our Rebbe's chiddushim in 
Mussar. 

Cain killed Abel, it says, and what 
for? Cain brought an offertng to G-d 
and Abel did the same, but G-d took 
Abel's offertng, not Cain's. Caln be
came jealous and killed Abel. 

The Biblical account. 
Upon which Chazal (the rabbis of 

the Talmud) comment; 
"G-d always takes the side of the 

persecuted: for example Abel, who 
was persecuted by Cain, as it is said, 
'And G-d turned to Abel and his of
fertng."' 

"Ask a question!" demands Reb 
Yitzchak. Look below the surface. 

"Look." Reb Yitzchak begins to 
answer the below-the-surface ques
tion. "It says; G-d always takes the 
side of the persecuted. But when was 
Abel persecuted? When he was killed 
by Cain, light?" 

His voice is rising. 
His passion beginning. 
l still don't see the question. 
"Look," he says, "Cain killed Abel, 

but the evidence that Chazal cite for 
G-d taking the side of the persecuted 
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has nothing to do with the killing. 
Chazal's evidence for G-d siding with 
Abel is earlier: 'And Hashem turned 
to Abel and his offertng.' What does 
this have to do with persecution? 
When Abel brought his offertng to 
G-d, how was he persecuted? Back 
then, why did Abel need G-d to take 
his side?" 

Reb Yitzchak grabs my arms: lam 
about to hear something incisive. 

"Look at the chronology," says 
Reb Yitzchak, his voice Iinging with 
conviction, his carrtage now lifted out 
of his seat, lifting me with him. "Cain 
brought the first offertng. He was the 

first human being to discover this 
manner of serving G-d. No one else 
in history had ever done that. True, 
Cain did not offer the finest fruits, but 
he was the discoverer, the trail
blazer. He wanted to turn to G-d in 
thanks. Why, then, did G-d turn to 
Abel's offertng? In what way was Abel 
persecuted, that G-d needed to take 
his side? 

"Because"- Reb Yitzchak's 
hispa'alus (sense of wonderment) is 
beyond all restraint now- "Cain 
never shared his discovery with his 
brother. Here Cain discovers a new 
way to serve G-d- a way to reach the 
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C.l.S. Publishers 
180 Park Avenue 

Lakewood, New Jersey 08701 

heights- but he keeps it to himself. 
That's persecution! Here Cain un
veils a spiritual secret. but keeps it 
from Abel. Persecution! 

"When you have something pre
cious. something that helps you 
come closer to G-d. and you don't 
share it- that's persecution." 

Reb Yitzchak is grabbing me full 
strength now. Shaking me. almost 
dancing up and down, his eyes 
sparkling: "A lesson! This is what 
Rav Bruk meant. When you discover 
something precious and don't share 
it with others. you are a rodef. a 
persecutor. 

"What a lesson!" 
What a mighty demonstration of 

Reb Yisrael Salanter"s limud 
haMussar behispa'alusl 

Speechless. 1 am. 
A beautiful lesson. 
But not the ultimate point. 

Even a magnificent lesson. 
Still, not the ultimate message. 
Reb Yitzchak knew the message. 
Me too. 
I didn't need to be prodded ("ask 

a question!"). 
He knew; I knew. 
He knew by letting himself go; I 

knew by silence. 
But we both knew. 
Didn't need to verbalize. 
Simply: Rav Ben Zion Bruk. What 

a tzaddik, what a loss. What a 
memory. what a bookshelf. What 
lessons and discoveries and exalta
tions poured into and taken out of 
that bookshelf. 

By Rav Bruk. 
What a bond. 
Having lived with Rav Bruk. 
He didn't just read the lesson in 

the Cain and Abel story. 
He lived it. • 

Kol HaYeshiva of Yeshiva Staten Island 
invites you to build your own Torah Tape Library with 

"T'NACH COMES ALIVE" 
a series of t.apes on rl'lach personalities and controversial Torah topics 

by Rabbi Gershon Weiss. lllenahel of Yeshiva St.aten Island 

Pesach-Shavuos Series: 
PESACH 
• Intro tn lfaggadah-

Transmitting our /feritage 
• lfaggadah and Jewish /feroism 
• Understanding the 10 Plagues 
• A Discussion in fmunah 
• Jewish Suffering I 
• Jewish Suffering II 
• The Purpose of Qolus 

SHAVUOS 
• Intro. to Rus 
• Rus I 
• Rus JI 
• Rus lll 
• Rus IV 

Topics of Special Interest: 
• The Jll-fated Trip of the "Challenger" 
• Slavery and Torah Civil Law 
• Torah 11in-lfashmayim 
• Jewish Community vs. Communism 
• Kristal-Nacht/Yom /fashoa 
• Qreatness of 11an (Aurohom Avinu) 
• Man's Qoal in Life-The Land of Israel 
• Discussion on Moshiach 

Rabbi Feinstein. ZT"L:SAttitude on /1oshiach 
Communist Winds of freedom 
The Wife of a Talmud Chochom 
(Eulogy on Rebbitzen A. Kotter 0.11.) 
The /Jluzhever Rebbe, ZT"l 
(lfolocaust and Chassidim) 

• Understanding the /folocaust 
through T'nach - 20 Tapes $80 

Individual t.apes $6, or $50 for each Series of 12 t.apes 

JUST REPRINTED SAMSON'S STRUOOLt ~J:: :l~.:f 
By Rabbi Q, Weiss. Dist by feldhelm Publishers 

Available at lfebrew Ilooksrores or Kol lfaYeshiva 

for complete T'Nach list order of tapes or Samson's Struggle, write & send check tn: 

KOL HAYESHIVA, r.o.B. 82. St.aten Island, NY 10l09 
or call (718) 633-6867 
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Second Looks at the Jewish Scene 

Approaching the Avo~s -
Through Up-Reach or 

Drag-Down? 

man is obligated to say: 
'When will my actions reach 

those of my Avos-Avraham, 
Yitzchak. and Yaakov?" - Tanna 
D'vei Eliyahu, 25. 

It is no simple matter to link up 
with the Avos. Probably one of the 
biggest obstacles to doing so is the 
fact that many people continue to 
view the Avos from their Kindergar
ten perspective of good people who 
happened to talk with G-d. Indeed, 
Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky ?""'often 
pointed out how we fail to have our 
concept of the Avos mature along 
with us as we grow older. 

Worse yet are people who are 
burdened with vivid memories of 
Cecil B. DeMille's spectacular epics 
which infected the minds of his gen
eration with wide-screen projections 
of Hollywood mannequins as Biblical 
heroes! How do well-meaning Jews 
shake off these images and strive to 
"reach the Avos"? 
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And then there are silver-tongued 
preachers who hope to inspire their 
flocks with all sorts of homilies drawn 
from Bible stortes, malting the Avos 
hakedoshim "jes'folks." with the 
same kind of personal weaknesses 
and domestic problems that you and 
I have. Their agenda is commend
able: to make us better people. But 
the prtce- in terms of cutting down 
Biblical personalities to "accessible" 
size- is much. much too high. 

A CURRICULUM FOR GROWTH 

H ow. then, does one grow in 
his understanding of the 
greatness of the Avos? 

The Midrash and other Chazal. as 
expanded upon by the meforshei 
hamikra- the classic commentaries 
on Scrtpture- give us a glimpse at 
their status. And these in turn have 
been the basis for probing and in
spiring discourses by deep thinkers. 

Chassidic masters and mentors of 
the Mussar movement. All of these 
are basis for thought and growth. 

Our awe for the Avos embraces 
their sons. the Twelve Trtbes. as well. 
for perpetuating the Patriarchal at
tributes for all times. Especially 
Yoseif, who- estranged from familial 
surroundings- held his own in the 
capital of licentiousness that was 
Mitzrayim, earning for himself the 
status of being the archetype of 
"Midas Yesod- the attribute of 
Foundation," the offspring par ex
cellence. 

As for the Imahos, the Matri
archs, each was an active partner in 
the avoda of her husband-for in
stance, Sarah who is descrtbed as 
"reaching out to the women as 
Avraham reached out to the men" 
(see Rashi on Bereishis 12,5). More
over she was not only Avraham's peer 
in prophecy, she was his superior 
(see Rash~ Bereishis 21, 12). 
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Perhaps the passage in Vayeira 
best sums up our ties with the Avos: 
"Kiyedntiv- For l have loved him [e.g. 
Avraham, says G-d,) because he 
commands his children and his 
household after him that they keep 
the way of Hashem, doing charity 
and justice ... " (Bereishis 18, 19). 
Avraham's special relationship with 
G-d was bonded in Divine love be
cause G-d knew that we, his off
spring, would be guided by his ex
emplary deeds. 

AXIOMATIC ... BUT NOT 
REDUNDANT 

Now. these few lines, this little 
tribute to the greatness of 
the Patriarchs, may seem 

somewhat puzzling, even gratuitous. 
Isn't this all axiomatic. known to one 
and all- surely to the regular read
ers of these pages? Yes and no. 

Yes, but even axioms often need 
restatement. 

No, because here and there we 
have pockets of infantilism in our 
otherwise mature perspective on 
personalities and events in Scripture. 

And no, again, because on occa
sion we come across an outrageous 
desecration and diminution of the 
Avos. We must react- strongly- to 
inform the violator that he is flirting 
with disaster; to relay to the casual 
reader that he is being grossly mis
informed and misled; and to remind 

MATANA 
GALLERY 
4906 18th Ave .. Brooklyn. NY 

(718) 851-4448 

Jewisfi.books. Talleisim. Mezuzos. 
personalized Tallis bags. 

Tefil/in bags. Yarmulkas and 
Cfialafi covers. cassettes. lucite. 

sterling silver. Judaica and jewelry. 
ALL AT SUPER 

DISCOUNT PRICES! 
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of new store at 1917 Ave M 

Between E 19th St. & Ocean Ave. 
718-692·3661 
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Avraham's special relationship with G-d 
was bonded in Divine love because G-d knew 
that we, his offspring, would be guided by his 
exemplary deeds. 

ourselves that such distorted pro
jections of the "Great men amongst 
the Giants" (Tosefta in Sota) are in
tolerable. (But rather than fully ex
press our outrage at a recent defa
mation of our forefathers in our own 
words, we refer the reader to a state
ment by Rabbi Aaron Kotler. ?"::n, 
"From the Archives," on the next page, 
which conveys the late Rosh 
Yeshiva's protest against a much 
"milder" desecration of the Avos than 
those we protest.) 

This writing refers specifically to 
the syndicated writings of Rabbi 
Shlomo Riskin (a weekly column that 

appears in a number of American 
newspapers), a popular rabbinical 
figure- currently Rav of the West 
Bank city of Efrat-who made his 
mark on the American scene with his 
achievements in kiruv. While many of 
his recent activities and pronounce
ments are cause for protest on their 
own, it is his writings that we object 
to here for blatantly violating both the 
letter and the spirit of what the Torah 
and Chazal convey about the Avos. 

For example, Rabbi Riskin pre
sents imagined discussions between 

Continued on page 51 

THE TRUE AND INSPIRING STORY 
. OF "THE REBBE OF 

RADOSCIIlTZ" 

NEW FROM FELDHEIM 

Rav Yitzchak Shmuel Eliyahu 
Finkler-a Chassidic Rebbe whose 
spiritual leadership took him from the 
town of Piotrkov to the concentration 
camps at Skarszysko. 

Under the most trying conditions, he 
remained the leader of his people. 

During the darkest and longest night 
imaginable, this Jew kindled a bright 
and shining light of Jewish faith and 
courage. 

And now, this remarkable story is 
yours. Read it-to leam Read it-to 
be inspired. 

By Yechiel Granatstein. H.C. $14.95 

Available at all Jewish bookstores_ or direct from: 

FELDHEIM PUBLJSHERS 
200 Airport Executive Park. Spring Valley, N.Y. 10977 
Tel. (914) 356-2282/Toll free; 800-237-7149 

Visa & MasterCard- accepted 
Send for your free copy 

of our 1991 catalog. 
listing over 70 new titles. 
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From the Archives 
A protest by Rabbi Aaron Kotler ;·~against the trivialization and profa
nation of the Avos in "ChumashMoti/S, "an ongoing newspaper series. 
This essay appeared in Warsaws Der Judishe Togblatt, Po/ands only 

religious daily newspaper, 13 Nissan, 5695/April 16, 1935. 

I was recently shown the last 
few issues of the newspaper 
Heint How shocked l was to 

see the terrible blasphemies and 
the Violation of the sanctity of our 
Holy Patriarchs and Matriarchs 
that they contained! 

The Jaws of our Holy Torah ob
ligate me to react to this unheard
of profanation of truth, Chillul 
Sheim Shomayim and Violation of 
the dignity of the Jewish Nation. I 
thus feel compelled to depart from 
my usual practice and to issue the 
following public statement: 

The holy forefathers- who were 
the most luminous, loftiest, and 
purest personalities, the holiest 
creatures- represent the founda
tion of eternal spirttual Vitality, the 
wellsplings of chessed and the full 
range of positive attlibutes, for the 
entire world, for all of mankind. 
The Avos are, in fact, held in the 
highest esteem by eveiy nation on 
earth. The worst enemies of the 
Jews did not dare tamper with their 
luminous and holy image. 

How deep the shame and how 
profound the anguish, then, that 
this despicable blasphemy should 
appear in a Yiddish, so-called na
tionalistic paper! Worse yet is the 
shame that this veiy newspaper, 
which compromises every plinciple 
for financial gain, did not realize 
that its Violation of the dignity of the 
Avos would arouse protest from its 
broadest circle of readers! This 
protest, besides curtailing this 
ouirage, also serves as a source of 
encouragement to the religious 
community. Did the publishers 
really expect people to ignore such 

defamation of the Creator, His To
rah, and the holy Patliarchs, who 
form the veiy basis for the contin
ued existence of KlaI Yisroel? 

T he worst Victims of this be
trayal are our youth, for 
whom these stones are an 

insidious venom which can poison 
their entire way of thinking ... es
pecially in this era of widespread 
ignorance, when so many young 
people are not even vaguely famil
iar with what the Chumash wrttes 

If we continue to 
tolerate such 
falsehoods in our 
homes, how can we 
continue to beseech 
G-d to answer our 
prayers in the merit of 
the very same 
Patriarchs and 
Matriarchs that these 
columns malign? 

about the holy forefathers, and 
certainly do not know what Chazal 
say about them. They will instead 
learn about the Patliarchs from a 
Heint-perspective, culled from the 
"ChumashMotifs," whichareper
meated with cynical Iidicule and 

Free translation by Rabbi Moshe Kolodny, the spirit of the Yevsektzia (the 
director of the Orthodox Je\\'ish Archives of Jewish Communist division). 
Agudath Israel of America. Eveiy Jew possessing a spark of 

L _____ -----------~· 
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faith, to whom the honor of Klal 
Yisroelis dear, is thus forbidden to 
allow such heretical writings 
(which the Rambam deems worse 
than idolatiy) to enter his home, so 
as not to transgress: "You shall not 
biing anything despicable into your 
home." 

It must be emphasized that To
rah law considers whoever reads 
this newspaper culpable as "an 
accessoiy to a transgression," for 
this travesty is wntten and pub
lished with the reader in mind. 

Eveiy Jew must spare his 
household from the destructive 
influence of such literature. More
over, if we continue to tolerate such 
falsehoods in our homes, how can 
we continue to beseech G-d to an
swer our prayers in the me lit of the 
veiy same Patliarchs and Matli
archs that these columns malign? 

Understandably, itis impossible 
to fully convey even one of the 
myliad facets of this subject in the 
confines of a letter. This inad
equacy on our part, however, does 
not give us license to remain com
pletely silent, either. 

I appeal to Rabbanim, Gaonim, 
Talmidei Chnchamim. as well as to 
ordinary G-d-fearing Jews to pro
test this saclilege as strongly as 
possible! 

Who knows but what our preVi
ous silence on other matters of 
outrage caused this present out
rage to take place! 

May Hashem heal the breaches 
within His People, and rebuild its 
spilitual ruins. 

(signed) Aaron Kotler, Rosh 
MesivtaofKletzk, who wrttes these 
words and signs them ... grieving 
over the shame inflicted on the 
Torah and the People oflsrael. 
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Continued.from page 49 

Abraham and Sarah on the eve of the 
Akeida as though they had long been 
at cross-purposes: "Sarah ... saw the 
side of Abraham the public never got 
to see. the great teacher who often 
had no time for his own wife and 
child.'' In fact. they were having a 
family squabble- "Where are you 
going? [Sarah asks) ... What kind of 
mission? ... You've sacrificed both of 
us to your G-d and your 
dreams .... Enough is enough .... Don't 
go off with the child!" -which pre
cipitates in the first Matriarch walk
ing out on her husband. According 
to Riskin's imagined scenario. the 
last words Sarah calls out to him. as 
he disappears in the distance. is, 
"When you get back. don't think I'll 
be here waiting for you." ... And with 
that, she leaves for Beersheva (Nov. 
15. 1989)- as though she had not 
been actively involved in his avodos 
Hashem. not his superior in proph
ecy, and not willing to do whatever 
G-d would bid of them, would she 
have been informed. And on what 
does he base this fabrication, this 
diminution of the stature of Sarah 
lmeinu? His inability to reconcile the 
setting of Sarah's passing (Hebron) 
with the place where Abraham took 
leave of her (Beersheva). 

As for Abraham's heroic response 
at the Akeida, which serves as an 
everlasting source of merit to Jews for 
all times, Riskin suggests: "He may 
very well have failed his tenth and 
finai test," for not having "resisted, 
pleaded, and begged on behalf of 
Isaac"(Nov. 1 '90). PirkeiAvos, in V. 7, 
of course, states unequivocally 
"Avraham was challenged by ten 
tests and he withstood them all"! 

As for Joseph, he is projected by 
Riskin as a "truly successful, as
similated Jew .... [He) never even 
considers returning to his homeland 
[from Egypt) to seek a wife from his 
people but marries, instead, Asenat, 
the daughter of a pagan priest. Jo
seph is now Tzofnat Panheah and 
perhaps not that different from Joan 
Perske becoming Lauren Bacall or 
Isadore Demsky polishing his image 
into Kirk Douglas. If it's true in Hol
lywood, Nashville, Washington, and 
Wall Street, why should it be any 
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different in Nile country?" If Jacob 
"knew what kind of life Joseph was 
leading [in the fleshpots of Egypt!. it 
could have been worse for Jacob's 
heart [than Joseph's assumed 
death) .... It's likely that Tzofnat hated 
his family and resented his faith." 
(Nov. 24, '90) 

For an Orthodox rabbi- a one
time leading figure in kiruv, no less
to write in such an outrageous man
ner regarding seminal figures in 
Jewry, who were closer to malachim 
than to mortals, indicates that 
something is deeply, deeply wrong 
with his basic, fundamental under
standing of the Avos: and something 
is terribly askew in his strategies of 
hasbara and kin.w. 

HOW MAGNIFICENT OUR 
HERITAGE! 

W e want our fellow Jews who 
are alienated from Torah to 
each up and find out how 

magnificent our heritage is, how 
magnificent they themselves are, 
tracing their yichus to the Avos 
themselves! As Shlomo Hamelech 
said, "When the tzaddik walks with 
perfection, fortunate are his children 
after him." 

Yishayahu the Prophet spelled 
out the formula for outreach
through-upreach, with his call in the 
name of the Creator: 

"Listen to Me. pursuers of justice, 
seekers of G-dl Look to the stone 
from which you were hewn, to the 
quarry from which you were dug! 
Look to Avraham your father and 
Sarah who bore you, for he is the 
one whom I called forth, and I 
blessed him .... Lift your eyes heav
enward, and scan the earth below ... " 
(Yishayahu 51: 1-3). Let us yearn to 
reach our Avos by stretching our
selves upward, instead of dragging 
the Patriarchs down, within the 
reach of pygmies. • 

AN EXCEPTIONAL YOUNG MAN 
IS TRYING -

UNSUCCESSFULLY -
TO SUPPORT HIS FAMILY 

THE SITUATION HAS AFFECTED 
THE HEALTH OF HIS WIFE • A TRUE TZIDKONUS 

In these times of strain and distress 
Please DO NOT forl!et those 
Who are most hard-Pressed 

Rabbi Avrohom Pam 
Rosh Yeshiva 

Meslvta Torah Uodaath 

Rabbi Simcha Schustal 

Rosh Yeshiva 
Yeshiva Bels Blnvomln 

~-~----~-------~-----~ 

Please send Your Tax-deductible Contribution 
to 

TZEDAKA U'CHESED 
c/o Rabbi Zevi Trenk 
1586 East 9th Street 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 11230 

-------·-------·-----------~ 

51 



ITZKOW/TZ 
KOSHER ., 

FISH PRODUCTS 
AT A PRICE YOU 
HAVE TO SEA-/ 
TO BELIEVE 

To make your shopping easier, please use our convenient shopping list. 

CANNED FISH FRUITS PRESERVES Oil 

0 Salmon D Sour Cherries 0 Cherry Jam 0 Cotton Seed Oil 
D Tuna Fish D Sweet Cherries 0 Strawberry Jam D Olive Oil 
0 No Salt Tuna 0 Apple Sauce D Apricot Jam D Walnut Oil 
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0 Pink Lotion 
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A HAPPY AND KOSHER PASSOVER. 
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Yosef Lasdun lives in the Washington Heights 
section of New York City. This is his first ap
pearance in these pages. 
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DAF YOMI LEARNERS 
TRACT A TE PESAl:flM 

Complete In One Volume 
$22.95 

P ERFEcr for students and teachers, this 
edition of the Soncino Press translation 
of the Babylonian Talmud contains the 
full original Hebrew-Aramaic text of 
the Talmud with the English translation 
on facing pages. Each volume measures 
close in size to, and is the exact format 
of, the popular Vilna edition of the 

Talmud. 
SoNaNO PRtss' edition of the Talmud tractates contains all the novel!aeof 

Hagaon Harav Moshe Feinstein, ""~t, included in the Irish edition of the 

Otzar Hasefarim Shas-reprinted here in English translation. 
SONONO PRtss tractate volumes have proven to be an invaluable resource 

for teachers and students because of the unique Hebrew-English format, as 
well as the other important features, including ready references to difficult 
terminology and commentaries in both the Hebrew-Aramaic and in English 
translation. Talmud tractates are available individually or in sets, in a 
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• DELUXE BLUE CLOTH .......................................................... $ 79500 
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April 26, 1990/Madison Square Carden/New York City: 20,000 celf'brants ar 1he 9th Siyum HaSha.1 of Daf Yomi, sponsored by Agudath Israel of America. 

Just a few short decades ago, 
Torah Judaism's demise was 

taken as a given. Its principles 
were ridiculed. Its spokesmen 
were shunned. And how many 
people had even heard of Daf 
Yomi? 

But some had the courage 
to dream, to work, to do. And, 
uniting under the banner of 
Torah, they persevered. 

Today, there is a new pride 
in Torah, a strong voice 
articulating its outlook, a 
confident forcefulness 
exposing the scandalous 
distortions of Judaism foisted 
on an uneducated public. 

Millions of dollars in aid 
have been won for yeshiva 
students. Laws have been 
passed protecting Sabbath 
observers, kosher consumers, 
and others with religious needs. 
And tens of thousands of Jews 
have made Torah-learning part 
of their daily routine. 

Since 1922, Agudath Israel 
of America has been at the 
forefront of this vision and 
agenda, uniting Orthodox Jews 
from all walks of life towards 
the kind of meaningful, real, 
accomplishment that can only 
be achieved through a 
coalition of sincere Jews 
working together. 

But there is still so much 
more to do. 

Assaults on Torah's integrity 
grow more acute each day. 
Changes in the social fabric 
pose new challenges to our 
religious freedoms. Millions of 
American Jews - and Soviet 
immigrants, too - need to 
hear Torah's message. 

And we need you to help. 
By becoming a member in 
Agudath Israel of America, you 
make us that much stronger. 
For in numbers there is strength. 

And with this strength, just 
think how much further our 
dreams could take us ... 

Join us and help turn today's dreams into tomorrow's reality. 
Become a member of Agudath Israel of America, today! 
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A TIME FOR TEFILLA 

T hese days, more than ever, 
tefilla is a central concern of 
ours. Yet it is not easy to 

daven as we should, with proper 
concentration and intent. Hence a 
special welcome should be extended 
to Shemoneh Esrei, by Rabbi 
Avrohom Chaim Feuer (Mesorah 
Publ., Brooklyn, 1990, $16.95 
h.c., 13.95 p.b.), which provides a 
wealth of inspirational insights into 
every phrase of the Amidah as well as 
into prayer in general. The author 
draws from the entire range ofTorah 
writings, from Talmud and Midrash 
through the Gaonim and Rishonim to 
the Tanya and the Nefesh Hachaim 
Very wisely, he has sidestepped the 
temptation to be encyclopedic, i.e. to 
provide for each of the subjects dis
cussed a flood of alternative inter
pretations, which would leave the 
reader overwhelmed rather than in
spired. Thus, in his analysis of the 
sequence of the Berachos, he is 
guided by the interpretation of the 
Rivah; his explanation of the Messi
anic age is based on the Rambam; 
and he follows the Nefesh Hachaim's 
explanation of the term Baruch 
(however, the common translation, 
blessed, should not be termed "a 
widespread misconception," as it is 
defended by a number of authorities, 
e.g. Rabbi S.R. Hirsch, in Bereishis). 
The function of this volume, to help 
the individual in his Avodas Halev, is 
highlighted by the fact that the 
Kedushaand Birkas Kohanim which 
are pari of the public repetition of the 

Shemoneh Esrei, are not treated. 
This is a book for each individual
and will undoubtedly be of great help 

i to one and all. 
Heights of Prayer, the Dynamics 

of the Shmoneh Esray, by Moshe 
Goldberger(P.0.B. 82, Staten Island, 
N.Y., 10309, 1989, $5.95) is another 
of the many valuable pamphlets 
published by Rabbi Goldberger. It is 
very brief and presents its ideas in 
outline form; yet it does cover the 
central themes of each of the nine
teen Berachos- and the outline form 
makes it easier for the reader to re
member them. Thus this pamphlet 
fills a distinct purpose- though it 
cannot, of course, rival the depth and 
scope of Rabbi Feuer's work, which 
bears reading and rereading for its 
impact. 

SOME NEW HAGGADOS 

The Kol Dodi Haggadah, by 
Rabbi David Feinstein 
(Mesorah Publ., Brooklyn, 

1990, $14.95 h.c.,$11.95 p.b.) 
translated and arranged by Rabbi Zvi 
LampeL Among the many Haggados 
available, this one is distinguished by 
its emphasis on the halachic side of 
the Seder: it systematically and 
thoroughly analyzes the many Jaws 
and customs of Seder night. At the 
same time, it provides concrete 
practical directions in line with the 
desire of the author to enable even 
the less learned to celebrate the 
Seder in the proper way. (This prac
tical orientation is illustrated by the 
fact that the back cover of the book 
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Is marked off In Inches, for measur
ing the quantities to be eaten during 
the Seder.) While Rabbi Feinstein 
follows the halachic rulings of his 
renowned father 7")1t, he stresses 
however that people who have dif
ferent traditions should abide by 
them. 

The Abarbanel Haggadah, a 
Haggadah with the commentary of 
Don Yitzchok Abarbanel, abridged 
and translated by Yisroe! Isser Zvi 
Herczeg and edited by Shi-Omo Fox 
(Mesorah Pub!., Brooklyn, 1990, 
$14.95 h.c., $11.95 p.b.). 

The Abarbanel was a truly as
tounding personality, with a vast 
sweep of thought and action; an in
troductory essay about him gives the 
reader some Insight Into this great 
man, though it cannot really be ex
pected to do justice to him. It is the 
commentary itself, as presented 
here, that throws full light upon the 
Abarbanel as thinker and teacher. 
His method- to raise questions and 
then to provide answers- is particu
larly fitting for a commentary on the 
Haggadah; Rabbi Herczeg and Rabbi 
Fox deserve our gratitude for having 
captured and presented the 
Abar ban el' s approach so very effec
tively. 

Haggadah of the Chassidic 
Masters, by Rabbi Shalom Meir 
Wallach, translated by Yaakov 
Petroff, edited by Rabbi ShlDmo Fox 
(Mesorah Pub!., with Artscroll
Jerusalem, Ltd.; 1990, $14.95 h.c .. 
$11.95 p.b.). 

With extraordinary skill, the au
thor has gathered here a large array 
of Chassidic tales related to the text 
of the Haggadah and throwing a 
light on it. In short and pithy form, 
the thoughts of the great Chassidic 
personalities on the Yorn Tov of 
Pesach emerge from these stories, as 
well as their joy with Torah and 
mitzvos. An introductory essay on 
"Chassidus and Chassidic Tales" 
seeks to analyze the role of these 
stories, but In truth they speak for 
themselves. As a Haggadah dedi-
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cated to Chassidus, it follows Nusach 
S 'Jard, down to all the "L' shem 
Yichud' passages; however, anybody 
who uses It, Chassid or Mitnaged, 
will find his Seder very much en
riched. 

• •• 

Citadel and Tower, Quest for 
Jewish Majesty, by Rabbi Meir 
Belsky, vol. I, on Pesach, Shavuos 
and Sukkos (Ofel Bas Tzion Pub!., 
Jerusalem, 1988, $17.95), is a col
lection of sharply focused essays on 
the Yomim Tovim, based largely on 
the teachings of Rav Hutner ?"lit and 
liberally quoting selections from his 
Pachad Yitzchok. It is written In clear 
and flowing language, but the ideas 
presented are not easy and require 
concentrated attention: It may be a 
slim volume, but it covers deep and 
challenging Ideas. 

The Second Day of Yom Tov In 
Israel and Abroad, by Rabbi 
Yerachmiel D. Fried, translated by 
Mosheh Dombey (Targum Press, 
Southfield, Ml. 1990, $11.95). 

The subject of this volume is not 
new, but it has gained increasing 
importance with the growing travel 
and immigration between Eretz Yis
roel and Jewish centers abroad. The 
questions Involved are very complex, 
and the clear halachic directions 
given by the author are of the great
est value. The text is accompanied 
by extensive footnotes that provide 
references and sources, as well as 
elaborations. The numerous 
haskamos included are evidence for 
the reliability of the halachic guid
ance given. 

BOOKS ON HISTORY 

famous saying, "He who does 
not learn from history is 

doomed to relive it," reflects 
the injunction of the Torah, "Re
member the days of yore, consider 
the years of the generations." The 
modern age has seen constant efforts 
to distort and misinterpret the les
sons to be learned from Jewish his
tory. Fortunately, more and more 

works appear that present our past 
In the right light. The Eternal Link, 
by RabbiPinchasWinston(CJS, 1990, 
$ 12.95) is the first volume of a fu
ture series that will portray Jewish 
history, in graphic form, through 
Time Lines. This volume presents 
two such Time Lines, one devoted to 
the time of Chwnash the other to the 
time of Nach. The displays, in full 
color, show the events, personalities, 
main centers ofllfe, and happenings 
in the rest of the world at any given 
time; the brief details in the accom
panying text provide, in effect, an 
outline of Jewish history during the 
period covered. It is to be hoped that 
the author will publish further vol
umes before long. 

The Early Acharonim, Bio
graphical Sketches of the Prominent 
Rabbinic Sages and Leaders from the 
14th to 17th Century (Mesorah. 
Pub!., Brooklyn, 1989, $15.95 h.c., 
$12.95 p.b.), compiled and prepared 
by Rabbi Hersh Goldwurm 

This volume In the Artscroll His
tory Series is a follow-up to the ear
lier volume on the Rishonim and fol
lows the same pattern: brief biogra
phies, tracing the relationships be
tween different personalities as well 
as the rise and decline of various 
centers of Jewish life in which they 
functioned. A historical introduction 
to these centers, maps, charts, and 
indices of both authors and works, 
round off an extremely useful book. 

Masters of the Mesorah, by 
Rabbi Zechariah Fendel (Hashkafah 
Publications, NY, 1990, $15.95 per 
volume) consists of two volumes, one 
on the Early Rishonim and the 
other on the Later Rishonim. 

The author has previously pub
lished Legacy of Sina~ a chronologi
cal record of the transmission of the 
Mesomfrom Sinai to the Modern Age. 
The present volumes flesh out this 
record for the period from ll 00 to 
1550 by presenting biographical 
sketches of the various personalities 
in the context of the historical back
ground. The author's goal, to show 
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the way in which Torah has been 
transmitted by the great men dis
cussed, leads him not just to provide 
basic biographical data but to quote 
from their writings and to go into 
personal aspects of their life; thereby 
the reader gains both Insight and 
Inspiration. It should be added that 
these books are of particular value to 
teachers who seek to have their his
tory classes come alive. The author 
provides elaborate footnotes and 
clarifies many important histortcal 
issues, e.g. the well-known story of 
the Four Prtsoners and what it tell us 
about the origins of the separate 
Ashkenazic and Sefard!c traditions. 

Moreshet Tzvi, The Living 
Hirschian Legacy (Kha! Adath 
Jeshurun-Feldheim, N.Y., 1988, 
$19.95). 

This compendium of essays and 
Divrei Torah was published on the 
occasion of lOOth Yahrzeit of Rabbi 
Samson Raphael Hirsch, the 50th 
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anniversary of the re-establishment 
of his Kehilla in the U.S.A., and the 
30th year of Rabbi Simon Schwab's 
service to the Kehilla. The volume 
consists of vartous sections. The first 
section contains biographical essays 
on the Rabbonim from Rabbi S.R. 
Hirsch to lehovdllbeinchaiml'chaim 
Rabbi Schwab and his successor, 
Rabbi Z. Gelley. 

The second section contains es
says by Rabbi Schwab, Rabbi 
Yaakov Perlow (Novominsker 
Rebbe), and Rabbi S. Danzinger 
dealing respectively with the work of 
Rabbi S.R. Hirsch as a leader and 
fighter for Torah, a Gaon in Talmud 
and Mikra. and ideologist of Torah 
Im Derech Eretz, an often misun
derstood slogan that benefits here 
from a scholarly analysis and expo
sition. The relevance of this ideology 
for contemporary Jewry is discussed 
in the third section by some of the 
most eloquent spokesman for it; and 
the final section discusses the con
temporary Kehilla. its past and its 
future. A Hebrew part presents 

Divrei Torah of Rabbi S.R. Hirsch, 
previously unpublished, as well as 
of his successors, and faculty and 
students of Yeshiva Rabbi S. R. 
Hirsch. 

Don YosefNssi, AMarrano's Rise 
to Power, by Avishai Stockhammer 
(Mesorah Pub!., Brooklyn, 1991 
$13.95 he, $10.95 pb). 

Ortginally published In Hebrew 
(Ben Poras Yose.JI, and excellently 
translated Into English, this volume 
can serve as the model for Jewish 
histortcal novels. Carefully re
searched, this fictionalized biography 
of a remarkable figure in Jewish 
history hews closely to the facts, and 
even where the author has permitted 
his imagination to take flight, he has 
been careful to keep his writing in 
accord with the general histortcal 
setting. As a result, this book not only 
makes fascinating reading but also 
teaches and Inspires the reader as it 
opens up our past to him. • 
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LETTER FROM THE MOTHER 
OF A NEGLECTED "CHAVIE" 

To the Editor: 
I just fmished reading the stoiy of 

Chavie in the December issue of The 
Jewish Observer. In fact, I read it 
twice, at first quickly. the second time 
veiy slowly. 

Oh, how I wish that my daughter 
would have been privileged to have 
had Malky Brailofsky as her teacher. 
You see, my daughter was diagnosed 
as "slightly learning disabled" 7 years 
ago. The decision was made to 
mainstream her into a Bais Yaakov 
type school. Soriy to say. but the 
teachers and principal were of the 
opinion that "just let her sit there. 
whatever she will eventually pick up 
is a plus, the teachers have to con
centrate mainly on the normal stu
dents. there are 35 other gtrls in the 
class and we cannot give individual 
attention." 
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As is evident from the methods 
used by Mrs. Brailofsky. all it takes 
is a little extra ingredient. a little ef
fort. a little something that most 
teachers think that they do not have 
to do. Maybe because they do not get 
paid for going that extra step. or be
cause they are not sensitive enough 
to understand what should be done. 

It's much too late for my daughter, 
but if more teachers would utilize the 
Brailofsky approach. Kla1 Y-isroel in 
general. and the chinuchcommunity 
in particular. would be better off. 

Thank you for printing Mrs. 
Brailofsky's stoiy; it lifts our spirits 
to know that there are such teachers 
out there. 

A PARENT IN BROOKLYN 

WHENTHEREISNOTEACHER 
TO REACH-OUT TO CHAVIE ... 

To the Editor: 
Chavie was certainly fortunate to 

have a teacher of Malky Brailofsky's 
calibre who could rescue her from 
her self-imposed isolation. But what 
if Mrs. Brailofsky had not been there? 
Shouldn't the school have arranged 
for professional help for Chavie and 
her family? If the school could not 
afford it, they should have contacted 
the appropriate social services 
agency. 

MICHAEL KLEIN 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

''CllAVIE'' 
INBNEIBRAK 

To the Editor: 
Last year a student labeled "it 

doesn't pay to bother" was assigned 
to my ninth grade class. Not veiy 
good looking. missing even bit of tact, 
sloppily dressed- the description 
really did seem true. What pushed 
me to work with her. I do not know. 
Perhaps the impossible gives one a 
desire to want to try. After lots of 
work. using loads of patience, she 
came out of her shell and I found a 
gtrl with a golden heart. So much 
beauty! She is not gifted with a veiy 
high IQ. She was created that way. 
but she can get her 80's, and feel 
accomplished and happy. 

When her mother heard her 
daughter's progress at the PTA 
meeting. she sat down and cried. She 
said, "At home I have a new child. 
Full of cooperation. no more fighting. 
I see now it comes from school." 

After hearing that- I cried! Many 
teachers have forgotten that the 
mitzva of "veohavta lere'acha 
kamocha- Love your neighbor" also 
pertains to one's students. One 
should dream about them, memorize 
their actions. think so much about 
them till they become a part of our 
feelings. hearts and thoughts. To 
really get to love them as if they were 
really our own. To woriy about them 
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when they're absent and care about 
them when they're in school. A kiss 
to younger students, a pat to older 
ones. When they recognize that we 
really care. then we can reach their 
hearts and be mechanech them. with 
a tefilla to Hashem on our lips. 

Esr!SPINA 
Bnei Brak 

ALL KINDS OF "CHAVIES" 

To the Editor: 
Your recent issue on chinuch did 

well to focus on the teacher who ac
cepts it upon him/herself to reach 
every single child in the classroom. 
regardless of their apparent capabili
ties and behavior ("Reaching Chavie," 
by Malky Brailofsky). As a teacher 
myself, too often have l picked up on 
the unconscious or conscious mes
sage in the teachers' room: "Don't 
bother with her," "He's always been 
like that-you should have seen him 
last year!" We are compromising our 
professional standards of education 
and exposing our ignorance of the 
classroom dynamics when such 
comments can be heard. Anyone who 
truly knows children and classrooms 
realizes that disruptive behavior and 
non-achievement are symptoms of 
an underlying message such chil
dren maybe trying to send about 
themselves. 

Perhaps if our teachers and 
Rebbeim were trained in classroom 
management techniques. they would 
better be able to deal with these 
perceived "threats" to classroom 
stability. Not only has the secular 
world issued many studies, articles 
and research conclusions on the 
topic, there are classes on the topic 
sponsored by Torah chinuchgroups. 
Children are only threatening to 
teachers if seen in that light. l would 
like to share with your readers two 
cases in point: 

In one case history, the threat to 
the young teacher's expertise were 
five girls who consistently failed all 
subjects. Equal to the occasion, the 
teacher tested them orally. or on less 
material. She studied with them at 
recess and gave up her lunch hour 
for these students. "After all." she 
told me, "it's part of the job." They 
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soon began bringing home seventies 
and eighties on tests and report 
cards. Many. many years later, the 
teacher met a woman on the street. 
When she recognized her, she began 
telling her warmly and enthusiasti
cally about her daughter, a "late 
bloomer," who from the fifth grade 
on, consistently achieved at least a 
75 mark in all subjects. The mother 
was so delighted because previously 
the daughter had always failed. Yes, 
she had only needed that taste of 
success and encouragement. This 
story would have sounded trite to 
me except that the teacher is my 
mother and the former student a 
responsible and productive member 
of our community. 

In a similar vein, when I was in 
tenth grade, we had a history teacher 
whom we considered an "easy mark" 
for whatever behavior we could 
dream up to hold off the lesson for a 
while. Seeking to impress my 
friends, l assumed the "top trouble
maker" spot in the class. After a week 

1tlE 

or two of this negative attention vi
cious cycle, the teacher asked to see 
me after class. l squared my shoul
ders and went. Her tirade ended up 
being something like this: "You are so 
smart. You have so much to con
tribute to my class. Now start be
havingyourself. You're too intelligent 
to waste time like this!" l had never 
before changed so drastically in 
classroom behavior, and, yes, l 
learned a lot and remain friendly with 
my teacher to this very day. 

Teachers: the student you are 
dealing with is a child. Long "record" 
or not, more than anyihing else, he 
or she needs your unconditional en
couragement. This does not preclude 
firmness and absolute discipline at 
all times: rather, it includes a ripple 
effect of emotional wellbeing that you 
may never begin to imagine. 

A TEACHER WHO IS ALWAYS INFLU
ENCED BY HAVING BEEN A STIJDENT 
Name withheld. by request- although included in 
return address. 
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MORE ON DOWN SYNDROME 
CHILDREN 

To the Editor: 
We noted with great interest the 

article by Ephraim Milch, "Reflec
tions of a Parent," (June '90) and the 
subsequent letters it provoked. We 
felt it worthwhile to add a few points. 

1. In most cases, Down syndrome 
is not hereditary: siblings of a Down 
syndrome child do not bave a greater 
likelihood ofhavmg an offspring with 
Down syndrome than do people 
without Down syndrome siblings. 

2. Down syndrome is extremely 
variable, with physical manifesta
tions varying from slight to severe 
cardiovascular, pulmonary, or renal 
conditions, and retardation varying 
from moderate to severe. While once 
all children with Down syndrome 
were treated as though profoundly 
retarded, that is not the case now, 
and many people with Down syn
drome take care of themselves, have 
jobs, understand and keep mitzvos, 
etc. 

3. An option parents should con
sider is respite care or foster care, so 
that a decision isn't made too hastily, 
before they have marshalled all the 
facts on a baby's true situation and 
potential, and the family's ability to 
deal with it. We, at the Jewish 
Children's Adoption Network, try to 

help parents find situations that will 
give them the space they need to 
make an unrushed decision. 

If parents decide to keep their 
child with Down syndrome at home, 
they need the encouragement and 
support of the entire community, 
including their liiends, the schools, 
their shuls, etc. If they decide to seek 
adoption, we will try to help them find 
an appropriate Jewish home- pref
erably a shomer Shabbos, shomer 
Kashrus home, so that they know 
that their child is where he or she 
needs to be. 

The Jewish Children's Adoption 
Network is working to ensure that 
there are Jewish homes for Jewish 
babies with Down syndrome (as well 
as for all Jewish infants and children 
needing adoption or foster care). 
More families are urgently needed for 
these children, along with financial 
support to help us facilitate the 
placements, so that they can find the 
warm, loving Jewish homes they 
need, and the btrth parents can know 
that their child is in the best possible 
situation that they could find. We 
can be reached at (303)825-34 72 or 
at P.O. Box 16544, Denver CO 
80216-0544. 

SlEPHEN KRAUSZ, PH.D. 
Co-Director, Jewish Children's 
Adoption Network Denver, 
Colorado 

.ll.t<i' , -ri1!:lt.u1u'O l''t.l'l::i. n,::i. :i::i.'tu' 
132 Prospect Street, Stamford, CT 06901 
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"GOOD GRIEF" FOR ADULTS, 
AS WELL 

To the Editor: 
I would like to commend Dr. 

Wilder on his insightful and thought
provoking article on helping children 
deal with grief (JO Nov. '90). 

I found this article especially 
timely because of a recent conversa
tion I bad with a nursing home phy
sician. I was decrying the widespread 
practice of keeping nursing home 
residents "in the dark," when a fellow 
resident is hospitalized or passes 
away. Nursing home residents have 
often shared with me their severe 
anxiety and apprehension over the 
unknown fate of their liiends and 
acquaintances who seem to suddenly 
"disappear." As is true with children, 
adults, also, fear the unknown more 
than the known. 

The above-mentioned physician 
justified this practice by stating that 
"they don't want to be reminded of 
illness and death all the time" {as if 
by not talking about it, it didn't really 
happen). However, he was unable to 
explain why even residents who in
quired about a liiend who "disap
peared" were also given vague and 
elusive answers, if any. 

This attitude of "if you don't talk 
about it, it doesn't exist," is unfortu
nately very prevalent even among 
professionals who should know bet
ter, and even in regard to issues other 
than illness and death. 

I hope that Dr. Wilder's excellent 
article will make us more cognizant 
of the fact that our avoidance of these 
issues sexves to protect us from un
pleasant feelings, rather than to 
protect the other person. 

(DR.) BENTZION SoRCYI'ZKIN 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
1he writer is a clinical psychologist. 

I 
I Why spend money on a hote1 when 

you can rent an apartment with hotel 
accomodations, located near 
The Jerusalem Great Synagogue. 
2 bdrms, phone, no agent fee. 

I 
Please contact: Yael Carmel, 
5 Keren Hayesod, Jrslm. 02-255-015 

I 
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Pesach is coming - so it's time to take inventory of your Artscroll 
Haggadahs, each with full translation and clear, detailed instructions. 

I 
VAY AGED MOSHE - The Complete Haggadah with translation 
and instructions; and a new commentary adapted from the 
writings and teachings of the Gaon and Tzaddik Rabbi Moshe 
Feinstein. A must for anyone with an appreciation for Torah 
greatness. hardcover $14.95 paperback $11.95 

And the honor roll of ever-popular favorites: 
THE ARTSCROLL HAGGADAH by Rabbi Joseph Elias - the first 
and still best-selling Haggadah in the ArtScro!I manner. 

hardcover $14,95 paperback $11.95 

THE HAGGADAH TREASURY - scores of comments to repeat at 
the Seder. hardcover $14.95 paperback $11.95 

THE ABARBANEL HAGGADAH - an adaptation from the com· 
mentary of the classic 15th century sage. 

hardcover $14.95 fMperlxick $11.95 

HAGGADAH OF THE CHASSIDIC MASTERS - a commentary 
blended from the stories, parables, and insights of scores of 
Chassidic masters. hardcover $14.95 paperback $11.95 

THE KOL DODI HAGGADAH -- The complete Haggadah with 
Rabbi David Feinstein's thorough and clear halachic exposition of 
the entire Seder. Available with or without original Hebrew text of 
the halachos. 

WITH HEBREW HALACHOS: hardcover $15.95 paperback $12.95 

WITHOUT HEBREW HALACHOS; hardcover $14.95 paperback $11.95 

THE HAGGADAH OF THE MUSSAR MASTERS - anthologized ARTSCROLL YOUTH HAGGADAH - full text, simplified transla
from the world of Mussar profundity. tion, 50 beautiful full-color illustrations and comments for children. 

hardcover $14.95 paperback $11.95 An all-time favorite! hardcover $14.95 paperback $11.95 

All ArtScroll Haggadahs contain the full Hebrew text of the Haggadah; English translation; easy-to-follow instructions; and sturdy soil-resistant covers 

year in Nusach 
Sefard, as well as Ashkenaz. The translation, the com· 
mentary, the Overview; everything you treasure in an 
ArtScroll Machzor. 

Solomon's Jove song between the Creator and the 
Jewish people, read on the 7th day of Pesach. One of the 
first ArtScroll masterpieces. 

Regular hardcover edition $20. 95 leather gift edition $44.95 hardcover $14.95 paperback $11.95 

A TREASURY OF CHASSIDIC TALES ON THE 
FESTIVALS, VOLUME II - Rabbi S.Y. Zevin's classic 
collection of stories, told as only a gadol can tell them. 

THE BOOK OF MEGILLOS - All five Megillos with 
translations, capsule comments, and introductions. In a 
sturdy new binding to match the ArtScroll Siddur. 

hardcover $16.95 paperback $13.95 hardcover $13.95 

NEW BY YAFFA GANZ: 

PESA CH 

WITH 
BINA, 

BENNY, 

AND 

CHAGGAI 

HAYONAH 

The popular new team of a 
brother, sister and their wise 
friend, Chaggai the Holiday 
Dove, take us on a fu!!-co!or 
tour of Pesach, its history, 
laws and customs. 

hardcover $7.95 

JUST A WEEK TO GO - THE ARTSCROLL YOUTH 

Six-year old Rafi in the PIRKEI AVOS 

Old City of Jerusalem gets Complete, 
involved in a week of fever
ish Pesach preparation. 
Color photos. 

A CHILDREN'S BOOK OF 
JEWISH HOLIDAYS 

Take a trip through the 
holiday calendar with stops 
at all the festivals. Full
co!or illustrations. 

hardcover $10.95 
paperback $7.95 

hardcover $10.95 
paperback $7.95 

translation and comments, 
and full-color illustrations 
make for an ideal learning 
experience. 2 volumes. 
EACH VOLUME hardcover $14.95 

paperback $11.95 

A STORY A DAY VOL. 4-
NISSAN / IYAR 

At least one (and usually 
more) stories for every day of 
the year. 6 volumes. 
EACH VOLUME hardcover $13.95 

paperback $10.95 

Available at your local Hebrew bookstore or direct from the publisher: 

4401 Second Ave./ Brooklyn, NY 11232 / (718) 921·9000 I FAX (718) 680·1875 I Outside NYS: 1·800 MESORAH 

Direct mail: Please add $1.95 per order postage & handling; NYS residents add appropriate safes tax. 
In Israel: J. Grossman - Mesorah MafitJ:im / Rechov Harav Uziel 117 / Bayit Vegan, jerusdlem 



MON.-WED. 4-6 P.M. 
TUES.-THURS. 7-9 P.M. 

AGUDATH ISRAEL 
HALACHA INQUIRY 

TELEPHONE LINE 
(212) 363-8133 

SPONSORED BY THE CONFERENCE OF 
AGUDATH ISRAEL BRANCH RABBONIM 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 
THE AGUDATH ISRAEL DEPARTMENT 

OF TORAH PROJECTS 
(212) 797-9000 

MALOHN 
MIFAL 

VISITING NEW YORK?? 
Beautiful rooms. with kitchen 
facilities. in heart of Boro Park 
by day or week. Near Shuls, 
take-out foods. etc. Profits to 
Mifal Torah Vodaas. 

Call f718J 851·Z969 
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FAMOUS 

Cholov Yisroel • Shomer Shabbos 
Under the Supervision of 

Kha! Adath Jeshurun 

Open for Breakfast 
Luncheon and Dinner 

Catering • Parties • Meetings 
222 West 72nd Street 

(212) 595-8487 

HOSTING "OKSANA 
AND ANATOLY" AFTER 

THE FIRST VISIT 

To the Editor: 
Eliezer Gillig's article "When 

Oksana and Anatoly Are on Your 
Guest List..." (Feb. '91) was more 
than entertaining: it accurately de
lineated the first tentative steps a 
host family should take when 
reachtng out to Russian Jewish visi
tors. In the ten-plus years that I have 
been dealing with Russian Jewish 
immlgrants, I too have found that the 
best openings are those that convey 
warmth. sympathy, and are non
threatening. But where does one go 
from there? 

To devise a viable strategy, one 
would first have to take a few steps 
back, to the starting place of these 
Jews- their sense of self when they 
were still in the Soviet Union. As they 
repeatedly have said, and continue to 
say. "In Russia wewereJews ... .'This 
was the case by virtue of identity 
papers marked "Jew"; discrimina
tion in schools, social settings. and 
the work place; and in many cases. 
it prompted a sense of pride and 
community amongst Jews. 

Once they arrive here, however, 
and they see the rich complexity of 
Orthodox Jewish life, they are forced 
to confront their own ignorance of 
Torah knowledge and practice. "We 
can never learn the right moves or 
understand what it's all about," they 
think with a sense of crushtng defeat. 
Compared to American Jews. they 
are very, very poor cousins- just 
"Russians," hardly Jewish at all. 

The first step, of course, is to follow 
Gillig's script for initial welcome. But 
they know there's more. much more. 

The next step. 1 suggest. involves 
conveying your appreciation for their 
incomparable status as bnei 
Avraham Y'itzchokand Yaakov. They 
should share in this understanding 
and develop a high self-esteem as 
Jews. Yes, they are Jews- here in 
America, too. 

Let them hear and experience the 
beauty of "drocheha darkei no'am
its ways are ways of pleasantness" -
In concept, in halacha, and in anec
dote. Let them know how special it 

is that they are even interested in 
being Jewish after a lifetime of dis
crimination and persecution. Their 
madreiga (status) may well be higher 
than yours! After all, had you gone 
through their experiences, would you 
care a whit about being 
Jewish? ... Don'tjust tell them they're 
special.fee! it! 

Tell them about the Mesorah that 
we know that Torah is authentic, 
because of all that our parents had 
told us, which they in tum learned 
from their parents ... all the way back 
to Stnai and Yetzias Mitzrayim the 
Exodus from Egypt. 

Tell them that their grandparents 
had been part of that Mesorah, and 
would have passed it on had it not 
been for the violent intrusion of 
Communism. But, then, how sig
nificant is 70 years in an unbroken 
chain of 3,300 years that had pre
ceded them! 

Marvel with them over the miracle 
of Jewish survival, in spite of exile 
after exile, lack of homeland and 
common language- preserved only 
by our spiritual mission: the prover
bial lamb amongst seventy wolves. 

Discuss the purpose of being a 
Jew, and that only through Torah 
can we be a light among the nations. 

How each mitzva brings us closer 
to G-d and makes us better Jews. 

Try to learn with them: the 
uniqueness of the AlephBeis, a bit of 
Chumash, even Mesillas Yesharim 
(This, of course, is a program that 
stretches over months and months. 
What begins on the spot is your 
concern and your tefillos for siyata 
deShmaya.) 

Share the glory with them. In 
those cases when Soviet Jews have 
discovered their Torah heritage, it 
was because they were excited and 
inspired, and they identified with the 
special status of being a Torah Jew. 

As you lead them by the hand into 
their first encounter with Y'lddishkeit 
you willfeelyourownemunagrow. (I 
know, because I have personally ex
perienced it.) Let them know that you 
appreciate their company. so they 
will feel like members of the family, 
and not ltke an unwelcome burden. 
They would hate to think that they 
are bothering you. 

Rabbi Aryeh Katzln, founding 
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principal of the Sinai Academy High 
School for Boys, often stresses that 
the focus of your conversations 
should not be on material attain
ments. They can get swept into the 
American hedonistic scene quite well 
without our help, thank you. 

Our job is to introduce them to the 
chessed and spirituality of Juda
ism- gradually, but incrementally. 
And not bydoingthingsforthem, but 
by involving them in our activities, 
doing things with them. 

A case in point: A contingent of 
Sinai High School boys visited Ye
shiva Ner Israel in Baltimore for three 
days, over a Shnbbos. One of the boys 
told his Rebbi afterwards: "I found 
out that Shnbbos is more than eat, 
sleep, pray. It involves a deep, deep 
experience of learning Torah, and 
feeling Shnbbos the whole day!" 

With siyata deShmaya and great 
reserves of patience, I believe that 
this approach can be effective. 

NOCHUMDICK 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

The writer is chaimum of the Board of Directors 
of Sinai Academy. 

MR. GILLIG RESPONDS: 

Nochum Dick has extensive ex
perience in working on behalf of 
Jewish immigrants from the Soviet 
Union. and I sincerely thank him for 
his valuable input in response to my 
brief message. 

Nevertheless, I would extend a 
cautionary note; it often takes an 
extremely long time to develop a re
lationship of trust with Jews from the 
U.S.S.R., and it is my opinion that 
any considerations of active kiruv 
ought to be put on the back bumer
until a trusting, loving, mutual 
friendship develops between our
selves and our friends who have re
cently joined us. 

It is very difficult for us to under
stand how far Jews from Russia are 
from Judaism, and wrong attitudes 
and practices on our part can irre
vocably sour their desires to become 
a part of the religious Jewish com
munity. 

I would also point out that the 
comments I raised in my article were 
primarily those I heard from 
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Anatoly's and Oksana's who will 
never consider themselves "Naftoli's 
and Chana's"-who were hopelessly 
disillusioned by well-meaning frum 
people whom they viewed as rigid, 
pedantic, and patronizing. I flrmly 
believe that any approach to kinw of 
adults has to begin. on our part. with 
feelings of genuine respect for our 
"customer's" adulthood- despite his 
lack of"product knowledge." 

Nochum, you are absolutely 
right- but then again, you are expe
rienced and committed far beyond 
the degree that most of us can claim. 
Others of us, well-meaning though 
we may be, are neophytes in the So
viet kiruv field, and as such, must 
exercise caution lest, instead of 
opening our brother's eyes to the 
dawn of a beautiful horizon, we blind 
them forever so that they will never 
appreciate the sunlight. 

ELIEZER GILLIG 
Mr. Gillig ran highly successful summer camps 
for Jewish children in Kiev on behalf of Agudath 
Israel's Vaad Lehat2olas Nidchel Yisroel. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
TO OUR CANADIAN 

AND OVERSEAS 
SUBSCRIBERS! -The simplest way to pay for 

your subscription is through 
VISA or MasterCard. They 
change your payment into USA 
currency without any sur
charge. We cannot accept for
eign checks (even Canadian 
checks in $U.S.), only checks 
drawn on a bank in the U.S.A. 

Come and Meet 
Some New Friends-

The girls from 

m4e ta.f. mimes 
#1 

Shani's Scoop 
The headline story at Bais Yaakov of 
Bloomfield is the new school news
paper. But what happens when Shani, 
self-confident editor of the B. Y. Times, 
meets some surprising opposition 7 

Join the fun with the girls from the B. Y. 
Times, an exciting new series for ages 8-13. p.b. S6.95 

A TARGUM PRESS BOOK 

Available at all Jewish bookStores or direct from: 

FELDHEIM.Pl.IBUSHERS 
200 Aiipbrt Executive Park. Spong Valley. N.Y. 10977 
rel. f914t 356-2282/Toll free: S00-.237-7149 

Visa & MasterCard accepted 
Send for your free copy 

of our 1991 catalog, 
listing over 70 new titles, 

63 




