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If
Only

You
Knew.

We all know that some of our finest
young men are devoting themselves to
Torah study in Beth Medrash Govoha of
Lakewood, New Jersey, the Yeshiva
founded by Reb Aharon Kotler, 57x1.
Today there are over five hundred married
young Talmidei Chachamim in the
blossoming Yeshiva community.

And let's not forget their children! The
promise made at Sinai is being fulfilled, for
here we have second, third, and even
fourth generation yeshiva students
beginning their lifetime pursuit of Torah
excellence. The late Rosh Yeshiva Reb
Shneur Kotler, 531 always felt that the

e _ Lakewood Cheder School was vital to the

f Lining up for class. Yeshiva community and dedicated himself

to its success and its continued growth.

And such growth! Nine hundred boys and
girls yan Py *v13 brought up in homes that
throb with dedication to Torah and
Mitzvos.

But, if you accompany these children to
school one morning, you would be
shocked by the appalling conditions under
which they are forced to study.
Classrooms scattered over nine separate
locations — many of them makeshift — in
basements, cellars and apartment houses
- make the task of teaching exceedingly
difficuit.

You will see a young child duck down under a
low-hanging doorway and walk down the
narrow staircase into the cellar that houses

Entering a classroom.
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one of the Bais Yaakov's primary grades.
Another child enters an old apartment
house where several apartments have
been converted into classrooms and
where thirty children crowd into a former
living room. How long can we expect a
heroic staff to maintain educational
excellence under such conditions?

You, the Torah Community across America,
would surely not permit these impossible

conditions to continue — if only you knew.

Surely you would reach out with warmth
and generosity to help these Kollel
families, who are already paying more
than they can afford for their children’s

education, and yet not enough to get them
out of cellars — if only you knew.

pwin T2 a start has been made in one
division of the Lakewood Cheder, In the
last two years a building was bought and is
in the process of being renovated to meet
the needs of the boys’ Cheder. A major
portion has already been opened and now
the school's nearly 500 boys are
concentrated at two sites.

Now our most urgent need is to make a
comparable effort on behalf of the
Cheder's equally large Bais Yaakov
division. To this end, the school's parents
have donated nearly $250,000 from their
own limited resources and have raised
over $200,000 more. But this is still far
short of the more than $2,000,000 needed
to complete a structure suitable for the
needs of more than 500 children. The
skyrocketing costs of construction have
pushed this undertaking beyond the limits
of this Torah community’s financial
means. Having reached this point they are
now turning to the larger Jewish
Community, not in despair but in the spirit
of the bond uniting Torah Jews
everywhere in the great undertakings for
the present and future needs of Klal
Yisrael. ¥

PROFTOSED

Help Make
This Building
Possible.

Please send your
generous tax-deductible
contributions to:

Bais Yaakov of Lakewood,
120 Madison Avenue,
Lakewood, N.J. 08701

If you can assist us in any
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(201) 370-2190
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SPECIAL OFFER!
ORDER DIRECT FROM THE PUBLISHER AND SAVE!
JEWISH EDUCATION PROGRAM PUBLICATIONS
425 East 9th St., Brooklyn, N.Y. 11218 (718) 941-2600

[J YES! Please Send Me

copylies) of Yehoshua Paperback $ @%6.25

copylies) of Yehoshua hardcover @%8.00

e set(s) of JEP's 4 Volume Gift Set on Torah, Hashkafa
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Nisson Wolpin

THE ETHIOPIAN

To appreciate the full scope of the problems
that surround the successful absorption of Israel's
10,000 new olim from Ethiopia, and to better
plan to resolve them, much more must be known
about these Ethiopian * Jews" " —their background,
their halachic status, their way of life, and the way
they are being dealt with today in Israel. Some of
the more fascinating details will be explored in
other articles in this issue, This article will focus
on the present-day situation—the halachic
realities, their implications, how they are being
honored and how they are being defied,

* Photo courtesy American Committee for Shaare Zedek Hospital

in Jerusalem.

L Background

Everyone’s heart and imagination were captured by the
breathtaking aliya of some 10,000 Jews from Ethiopia.
Heart- rending stories are now being told about how, for
generations now, members of this valiant tribe have
suffered hardship and discrimination because of their
stubborn adherence to their understanding of Biblical
Law. According to historical accounts, the *‘Falasha Jews"”
numbered over 200,000 souls just over a century ago, with
barely 20,000 surviving today, enduring terrible decima-
tion in their population.

One cannot help but be moved by recent accounts of
families that have been separated in their long trek from
the highlands, where they had lived, to the air strips from
which they were being flown to Israel, in this dramatic un-
dertaking dubbed Operation Moses. Not always are these
families reunited. Tragically, many people have perished
on the way, while others have been stranded as a result of
the interruption of this Operation, triggered by the impru-
dent release of publicity surrounding this aliya, last Decem-
ber. We have yet to learn the full drama of their long, tor-
tuous hike from the highlands to the equatorial desert,
their trip into Sudan, their surreptitious flights to Israel via
Belgium, and their assignment to absorption centers.

The Jewish Observer/April, 1985



*Ethiopian refugees at Shaare Zedek Medical Center
in Jerusalem,

ALIYA

The Shock After Landing

The adventures and crises are not over with their arrival
in Israel. The cultural shock they are experiencing in en-
tering the 1980’s from a backward village existence makes
for fascinating stories; however, people do tend to adapt
to 20th Century conveniences, and this is not the major cri-
sis they are facing. More difficult is their exposure to the
totally non-religious atmosphere of some of the absorption
centers. Many of them have never witnessed Sabbath
desecration before, and hardly expect to see it in the Holy
Land. This constitutes an even greater shock.

The firstimpulse, then, is to take these valiant refugees
to heart, and do all that is possible to help them adjust to
their new home; to give tangible expression to our sense
of participating in the historical act of bringing to a close
millennia of estrangement.

We must realize, though, that these events have been
taking place with unusual rapidity, and we just may be
overlooking the most important problem of all. As recently
as 1979, there were only several hundred Ethiopian Jews
inIsrael. Beginning clandestinely under Menachem Begin,
and reaching a dramatic climax last December, the ‘‘Fala-
shan’’ aliya has brought the Ethiopian population in Israel

The jJewish Observer/April, 1985

to a full 10,000 today. While every effort is being made to
integrate the Ethiopian Jews into Israel’s society, one dif-
ficulty stands tn the way of this goal: Are they really Jews?

The status of the Ethiopian Jews has been under a cloud
of doubt for centuries, for while they havelong claimed to
be Jews, their practices are not all consistent with Jewish
law, in some respects similar to those of some old fun-
damentalist Christian groups that have also claimed tobe
this or that one of the Lost Tribes, and not that different
from the Karaite fradition, which accepts the Written Law
but rejects the Oral Law: What does one make of a people
that adheres tenaciously to a religion that it calls ““Juda-
ism,” and yet never heard of tefillin?...that honors the Sab-
bath by staying in the house of worship most of the day,
from sundown Friday through nightfall Saturday, but
does not kindle lights on Friday eve, because it views “a
fire burning in their their dwelling place” a desecration of
the Sabbath?

As the adjoining box clarifies, determining the halachic
status of these *Jews”” must take two sets of problems into
account: First, those questions of “personal status’’ that
might affect any Jewish community that has been beset
with generations of questionable marriages and invalid
divorces. Throughout the thousand years that the rest of
world Jewry has known of this isolated tribe, its members
have never been aware of the halachic get (divorce docu-
ment), never mind administered one. In other words, if
these Ethiopians are Jews, any of their marriages that have
ended in divorce were never really dissolved, and subse-
quent marriages by those “divorced” were actually
adulterous, with all subsequent generations mamzeirin,

And then, one must deal with the question of ““religious
identity”” -- whether the members of the community are
all of Jewish descent: to what extent they are a mixture of
Jews, converts to Judaism — without benefit of halachi-
cally valid conversions, and non-Jews who happen to
identify with the community.

These are very grave problems, but they could be re-
solved one way or another if they would be dealt with by
those who are competent to do so, as is elaborated upon
in the special section: full conversion before a competent
rabbinical court. But unfortunately, this is not as yet the
case.

11, The Israeli Reality...and Its Resolution

Ten thousand Ethiopian would-be Jews are in Israel,
anxious to be'part of Kial Yisroel; they should by all means
be led along the guidelines of Torah law, and encouraged
to learn as much about Judaism as possible. Unfor-
tunately, the many problems that face them are not being
dealt with by a concerted effort. Worse, they are being
compounded by the anti-religious tactics of some Israeli
officials and apparent provocation by secular media and
spokespersons.
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The sensitive halachic matters dealing with the require-
ments of geirus, even when they affect public policy (or es-
pedially...}, should be settled by those with halachic exper-
tise, away from the limelight, but this consideration did
not by any means keep this controvery away from the
Knesset floor or the media. To the contrary, it was hotly
debated in the Knesset, and Shulamit Aloni declared that
the rabbinical requirements for the conversion of the Ethio-
pian Jews were most offensive, especially in view of the
fact that ‘they are more Jewish than we are.”” As if
responding on cue, a group of “Falashas’” suddenly ap-
peared with English and Hebrew lettered placards, in a

Ethiopian Jews who were airlifted from the Sudan protesting outside Par-
liament in Jerusalem.

Editorial in the Jerusalem Post

sophisticated Western-style protest, proclaiming ““No
Conversions!”’ before representatives of the press and TV
cameras; and sure enough the scene was captured and
then transmitted across oceans and continents for the ben-
efit of New York Times readers and prime time viewers. And
responding to the same cue, secular newspapers decried
the "‘rabbinical intransigence’” in view of the “Falashas'"”
heroism. (See box.) Does suspicion of outside
provocateurs in this case indicate paranoia? Not in the

*Many members of the Ethiopian community in Israel are willing
to undergo giyur (a full conversion), to satisfy the more stringent
opinions. A number of Ethiopian youths, however, are forcefuily
preventing this from taking place, in defiance of their community’s
leaders and priests, even resorting to violence.

For example, the Chief Rabbinate had arranged for Ethiopian oiim
currently in the Absorption Center in Nazareth to participate in a
tevilz (immersion in a mikva for the purpose of conversion). When the
bus chartered for this purpose arrived to pick up a large number of
passengers, young men wielding clubs blocked their way, beating
those who attempted to board the bus for the mikea. After six Ethio-
pians did board, the youths attempted to block the bus bodily, and
later with garbage cans. When they did not succeed, they pelted the
bus with stones. ... In spite of threats from antagonistic youths in
Ofakim, scores of Ethiopians from that region did carry out their
conversion, as intended.

—from a report in MACHNE HACHAREID], April 15-20
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‘End to harassment

ARE ETHIOPIAN Jews coming to Israel really Jews?

The question may seem frivolous, even odious. Of course
they are Jews, otherwise they would never have been airlifted
here under the Law of Return, which applies only to Jews. in
the eyes of the Jewish State. at least, there can be no question
who or what they are. They are, simply, Jews.

Yet when they do come here, at long last, after a millennia-
long separation, they are told, by the Chief Rabbinate, that
they are - well, not exactly, as Ethiopia’s dictator, Mengistu
Haile Mariam, has pronouced them, not Jews. but, well, not
quite Jews. There 15, so to speak, some doubt about their
Jewishness, and this flaw needs correction. At the minimum,
through ritual immersion.

opinion of the religious community, whether Israel’s Chief
Rabbis or commentators in Hamodia, Agudath Israel's
daily.”

The Difference This Time

One aspect of the official treatment of the Ethiopian olim,
however, is in stark contrast to the treatment of olim in the
40's and 50's, who were sent to anti-religious absorption
centers and kibbutzim. The Absorption Ministry today is
placing many “‘Falashas” in religious communities. Ac-
cording fo a quotation cited in an article in the B'nai B'rith
Jewish Monthly (Nov., 85) by Craig S. Karpet “{Volunteers
working with Ethiopians in Safed] who were airlifted from
Yemen...remember how...so much of the spirituality
they’d preserved for millennia was lost....(They) don't
want the same thing to happen to Ethiopians.”’

This same theme is highlighted in a full page advertise-
ment placed by the Mizrachi’s Emunah Women for its
“Project Joshua'* in The New York Times as well as other
papers across the country. Even though in the past, the
Mizrachi did not arducusly battle the de-Judaizing of
earlier olim, this time they are remembering their history:

“In the 1950s and early 60s..Jews from Moslem
lands... brought with them a heritage... rich in Torah and
a commitment to religious values, But after undergoing a
secular social-welfare orientation, many lost their Torah
values without ever becoming ‘Westernized'.... Today we
all know that a disproportionate number of Israeli welfare
families, broken homes and delinquents come from this
immigration. And the fault is not theirs. These people
were secularized. They were deprived of the very belief
which nurtured them as proud Jews through centuries of
torment and discrimination....

“The mistake was made once. It should never be
repeated.”’

The Jewish CQbserver/ April, 1985
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Acceptance, With a Vengeance

Somewhere, on some leve] of consciousness, the Jew-
ish Agency and the Absorption Ministry must be realizing
that they would be repeating the mistakes of a generation
ago if they do not give the members of this new aliya the
benefits of a religious environment. Indeed, most children
are being enrolled in religious schools. Yet, it seems as
though it is being done with a vengeance, and with total
disregard of the requirements of being part of a Torah so-
ciety — to the detriment of the Ethiopian children and the
integrity of Klal Yisroel.

The Education Ministry has insisted that Ethiopian chil-
dren be accepted in religious schools without any condi-
tions or qualifications: that is, no conversions. If not, the
schools will be barred from receiving any further govern-
ment funding. While Bniei Akiva schools are accepting
Ethiopian children without requiring conversions, in di-
rect opposition to the psak of those who require conversion
before accepting these children into schools, a Chabad-
sponsored dormitory school has refused to do so — and
it has been cut off from government funds.

And what about the status of the Ethiopians in general
society? The Ministry of the Interior has been issuing Jew-
ish identity papers to all Ethiopians without requiring con-

version — in complete defiance of the established rabbin-
ical policy and the published opinion of almost all living
halachic authorities. Oddly enough, this Ministry is
headed by the Sephardic Shas Party leader, Rabbi Yitz-
chak Peretz, who claims to recognize the validity of the
mainstream halachic approach of requiring full- fledged
geirus — acceptance of Torah and mitzvos, mikva, and
hatofas dam bris. (Rabbi Peretz has remained silent on this
issue, not attributing his Ministry’s practice to the more re-
cent ruling of Rabbi Ovadia Yosef.)

An Imperative: Avoiding Tragic Confusion

This mounting confusion is all leading to an extremely
tragic denouement: These 10,000 Ethiopian ““Jews,” as
they are today, can be brought into the ranks of Klal Yis-
roel as full- fledged, recognized members, qualified to
marry other Jews, as any other ger tzeddek. Instead, they
and their offspring are being denied this full measure of
participation in Jewish life that they had risked life and
limb for. They are being mixed indiscriminately into Israeli
society so that, on the one hand, Jews and non-Jews will
intermarry without realizing it, and on the other, every
Ethiopian Jew will be greeted by every other Jew who pos-
seses a modicum of awareness of the problems surround-
ing their status, with well-founded suspicion: did he/she
convert, or didn’t he/she? This problem, of course, goes

The Jewish Qbserver/April, 1985
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beyond the personal plight of 10,000 individuals, serious
as this is. We are dealing with the very grave — and im-
minent — possibility of the floodgates of intermarriage be-
ing opened in Israel, permitting — even fostering — the
marriage of Jews with thousands of others who are found
by almost all halachic authorities to be in need of conver-
sion, with the official imprimatur of the State, affecting fu-
ture generations for all time to come.

Party alignments and secular prejudices must be put
aside. Operation Moses, Operation Joshua — what have
you — can only be meaningful if these take into account
the precedent of the first Ethiopian/ Kushite to join the
ranks of Jewry: Jethro, father-in- law of Moses, who en-
raged his neighbors by rejecting their idolatry, made the
long and hazardous trek to join the Jews at Sinai, and then
- going beyond intellectual conviction and social identifi-
cation — underwent full conversion to become a ger tzed-
dek, The order of the day is for the Jewish Agency and the
Israeli ministries to give full meaning to the tremendous
expenditure of time, money and human effort that went
into the other “Operations,”” and to Jaunch a comprehen-
sive Operation Jethro. Will they measure up to the chal-
lenge? Will Orthodox Jewry live up to this challenge? His-
tory will judge us very harshly if we don't. =

A young newcomer from Ethiopia gets a doll in Jerusalem's Gilo
neighborhood.
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The Halachic Quandary

Continued from page 11

ject to constant warfare and the frequent taking of captives,
with much population exchange. There was never a possibility
of bonafide conversions for the constant stream of new mem-
bers of this “Jewish” community, since there were no guali-
fied rabbinical judges there to validate the conversions, leav-
ing many members of the Kushite community unaffected by
the Radvaz’s unguestioning acceptance of Ethiopian jews of
his day as “members of the Tribe of Dan.”” Chances are that
a member of today’s Ethiopian Jews may be the descendant
of nonJews who lived amongst Jews, identified with them, but
never really joined them as members of the same religious
community. Thus, the cloud of mamzeifrus is further befogged
by the very real possibility of non-Jewish yichus.

At first glance, this may seem to be the compounding of two
insurmountable problems — questionable Jewishness and
passible mamzeirus — but fortunately for the valiant members
of this tribe who have chosen to cast their lot amongst the Jew-
ish people, the truth is quite to the contrary: If we can assume
that they are not Jews, then the cloud of mamzeirus is totally
dispelled. Non-Jews do not beget mamzeirim. On the other
hand, a formal conversion would then be required — geirus,
which entails acceptance of the Torah's authority and obliga-
tion to keep its mitzvos before a bonafide rabbinical court, im-
mersion in a mikva, and (for males}) hatofas dam bris.

This indeed was the very requirement for accepting
“Falashas” into jewry spelled out by Israel’s Chief Rabbis from
Rabbi Avrohom Yitzchok Kook and Rabbi Yitzchok Halevi
Herzog, v+ through today, and until recently the same has
been required by virtually all who have been dealing with
“Falashas.”

Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, e |, in response to a query from
his grandson last june, wrote that even though the fewishness
of the “Falashas”’ is questionable, every effort should be made
to rescue them from oppression and starvation, as one would
do for any of aur fellow Jews. Safeik nefashos lehachmir. Deal-
ing with life-and-death situations, one must take the stringent
course even when there are doubts. The questions regarding
their Jewishness do not in any way reduce our obligation to
come to their aid. Before they be permitted to marry with other
jews, however, they must undergo a full conversion (as out-
lined above). Without conversion, they should be settied
safely...elsewhere, but notin Israel, where the risk of intermar-
riage and compromise of the sanctity of Klal Yisroe! runs very

*hatafas dam bris—drawing a drop of blood as a means of performing
a bris mila on a circumcized male.

The fewish Observer/ April, 1985

M | oo e o . P



high. (A copy of Rabbi Feinstein’s letter appears on this page.}
This same requirement for full conversion was articulated by
Rabhi Qvadia Yosef, in a decision rendered eleven years ago.
Only recently did he reverse himself, saying that the
“Falashas’ are full-fledged jews, and should be accepted as
such without any conversion rituals whatsoever,

tsraei’s current Chief Rabbinate first went on the record as
being consistent with the almost-universal call for full conver-
sion, but more recently has dropped the requirement of
hatofas dam bris, relying somehow on earlier circumcisions
performed for the sake of “belonging to Jewry.” Three days
after Rabbi Yosef's reversal, they publicly stated that they stiil
stand firm on their previously stated requirement of
conversion. '

Rabbi Mashe Sternbuch, well-known author of Moadim
Uiz’'manim, issued a statement on the “'Falashas”’ that pointed
out that their refigious practices bear more resemblance to
those of early Christians than to Jews; that Rabbis Hil-
desheimer and Guggenheimer, who in the 19th Century
generated so much unqualified enthusiasm for extending help
to the “Falashas” as full-fledged Jews (see the article, “Beyond
the Sambatyon”), did so out of a fack of full knowledge of their
status which resulted from the tremendous geographic dis-
tance that separated them, which no longer exists and does not
affect our ability to assess their status; and that any compromise
in the prerequisites of conversion, mikva, and hatofas dam
bris, is unconscionable, He underscored the fact that conver-
sion is actually a marvelous opening to this group that has
been yearning for a full expression of Jewishness, and “pro-
tecting” them from these rabbinical requirements can only

complicate their lives as well as promote confusion for Kfal
Yisroel, a
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Beyond the River Sambatyon

The mists that cover the approach
to the African highlands where the
Ethiopian Jews lived corresponds to
the mists of ambiguity that shroud the
beginnings of this community of
thousands of years” standing. Yes,
Isaiah (11:11-14) did prophesy that
“On that day G-d will again extend
his hand to possess the remnants of
His nation from Ashur, from Egypt,
from Patros, and from Kush”” - com-
monly interpreted as referring to
Ethiopia....According to tradition, the
Ten Lost Tribes are in exile beyond the
River Sambatyon, which was known
to fling stones wildly for six days of
the week, but rest on the seventh -
hence its name. According to Rabbi
Akiva, the phenomenon of the stilling
of the waters on the Sabbath discon-
tinued ‘because of our sins’’ (Sanhe-
drin 65), and indeed, the source
waters of the Nile — a churning river,
surrounded by deep canyon walls —
separates the “"Falasha’” habitat from
all but the most adventurous
travellers. But are these truly the rem-
nants of one of the lost Tribes?

Precisely 1,000 years ago, in the
year 985, a dark-skinned man who
called himself Eldad Hadani (“of
Dan’’) visited the Jewish communities
of Babylon (Iraq), Morocco, and Spain
and presented himself as Eldad, son
of Machli, son of Yechezkiel...son of
Chushim, son of Dan, son of
Yaakov...a member of the Tribe of
Dan. According to his tradition, he
said, his ancestors had refused to go
along with the secession of Yeravam
ben Nevat from Rechavam ben
Shlomo’s kingdom, and instead
chose a self-imposed exdle in Egypt,
eventually settling in the mountains
of Ethiopia (called Cheresh). Close to
300 years later, when Sancherev con-
quered the Ten Tribes, the exiles of
Naftali, Gad, and Asher allegedly
joined this colony of Jews. Eldad’s re-
counting of ““the 36 Laws of Kashrus”
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corresponded to similar codes of the
Karaites, totally ignoring the Oral
Law. On the other hand, he reported
that his community administered the
death penalty in its four variations, in-
cluding chenek (asphyxiation), which
is not mentioned in the Written Torah
and is only known through the Oral
Tradition. Some thought that this in-
dicated a limited awareness — or
retention — of the Oral Law, never
preserved by transcription. Others
dismissed him as an elaborate fraud
— as did the Tbn Ezra and other Torah
Ieaders of later times.

“The Emperor of Judah'’’s Version

Another explanation of the source
of this community was offered by
Haile Selassie, late emperor of Ethio-
pia — called “‘Lion of judah,”” among
other grandiose titles — during a visit
to Jerusalem in 1935. He claimed that
he was 140th in line of direct descent
from a supposed union between King
Solomon and the Queen of Sheba.
Their alleged child, Menalik (ben-
Melech — “Son of the King'’), was
born in Ethiopia, but returned to his
father's court for his education,

Selassie went on to explain: “As a
gift to my grandmother, King Solo-
mon sent servants and merchants
from all twelve Tribes. They taught us
wisdom and we kept their com-
mands...such as circumcision, dietary
laws, the Sabbath, and so on. In the
mid 16th Century, Christian mission-
aries converted us to Christianity, but
the Jewish merchants refused, con-
verted a number of men and women
to Judaism, and married with them.
Their children are black-skinned —
the progenitors of today’s Falashas.
To preserve their way of life, they
retreated to the highlands. We, like
them, feel close to the Holy City,
Jerusalem.”

Other Reports, Other Explanations

Other members of the “Falasha’’
community attributed their source to
a group of Jews that sought refuge in
Alexandria, Egypt, from Nevuchad-
netzar’s invading army, which de-
stroyed the first Beis Hamikdash. When
one of leaders built a replica of the de-
stroyed Temple in Alexandria, an-
other broke away in protest, and led
his followers to the African highlands
to the south.... Then there is Elephan-
tine Island, near Aswan, which
around 525 BCE became a Persian for-
tress manned by Jewish mercenaries,
and it is thought that these soldiers
may have escaped to Abyssinia when
the Persians lost controlof Eqypt, and
formed the community of Ethiopian
Jews....Yet others say they stem from
a contingent of Jews who sailed across
the Straits from Yemen during the
Second Beis Hamikdash, and took ref-
uge in Ethiopia.

Mention of this obscure community
is found in the travel records of Binyo-
min of Tudela, as well as in those of
Rabbi Ovadia of Bartenura: ““In some
of their practices, these people resem-
ble the Karaites, in other ways they
resemble us.”

The 1864 Proclamation

More recently, the “"Falashas” be-
came a cause celebre in Europe. News
reports reached the Jewish communi-
ties of Europe in the early 1860's
regarding a massive campaign by
English missionaries aimed at con-
verting the “‘Falashas”” to Chris-
tianity. In response, Rabbi Ezriel Hil-
desheimer of Berlin issued a call,
published in Jeshurun in 1864, to his
tellow rabbis to do all possible to save
this threatened community. Joined by
Rabbi Nosson Adler of London, he
pleaded with Rabbi Moshe Chazan of
Alexandria to help save the
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A search for the origins
of the Ethiopian ’Jewish’’ colony

““Falashas.”’ Rabbi Chazan demurred,
claiming that they were Karaites, and
nothing would be gained by saving
them from Christianity.

Together with Rabbi Shlomo
Rapaport of Prague and Rabbi Gug-
genheimer of Cologne {Rabbi 5. R,
Hirsch’s son-in-law), they prevailed
upon the Alliance Israelit Universal of
Paris to dispatch an accomplished lin-
guist, foseph Halevi, to make the haz-
ardous journey to the Ethiopian high-
lands for a fact-finding tour. The irip,
made in 1867, found the community
threatened by the decision of their
king, Theodorus, to cast his lot with
the missionaries. In fact, he killed
"“Falasha” priests and their followers
who refused to convert with him,

When Halevi returned to Paris with
his alarming report, the Alliance Is-
raelit Universal shrugged off his call
for help, with the explanation that
their hands were more than full with
trying to save their oppressed breth-
ren in Poland and the Ukraine... A
copy of a"'Falasha” prayerbook and
Halevi’s published description of
their beliefs and practices succeeded
in keeping their plight alive in the
concerns of European Jewry, but the
great geographic distance made prac-
tical steps quite impossible.

The Faitlovitch Expeditions

Halevi had a disciple, Dr. Jacques
{(Yaakov Noach) Faitlovitch, who car-
ried on his mentor’s dedication to the
Judaic colony of Ethiopia. He made
the first of many expeditions to Ethio-
pia in 1904, when only 23 years old
(he was born in 1881 in Lodz, Poland).
On his very first trip, which was
blessed by Rabbi Zadok Kahn, Chief
Rabbi of Paris, and financed by Ed-
mond de Rothschild, he found that
what had been a community of
200,000 souls just forty years before
had dwindled to 50- to 70,000 people.

The Jewish Observer/April, 1985
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Quer durch Abessinien

Meine zweite Reise zu den Falaschas

Von 1o Jacques Foitlovitdh

Cover illustration of Dr. Faitlovitch's book on his
second visit to Ethiopia.

Faitlovitch continued to travel to
Ethiopia over the next few decades,
and 1s credited with bringing the
“Falashas’” their very first Torah
scroll, as well as an introduction to its
teachings. His work in Ethiopia was
interrupted by Mussolini’s invasion
of Abyssinia in 1934, With the out-
break of World War H, Dr. Faitlovitch
settled inIsrael. He returned to Ethio-
pla immediately after the war, intend-
ing to open a Jewish school, but did
not succeed. The establishament of the
Gtate of Israel in 1948 stirred a longing
for the Promised Land among the
Ethiopians. Thinking that the Temple
was due to be rebuilt at any moment,
they wrote to their mentor for help,
but Faitlovitch rightly feared their as-
similation into Israel’s irreligious soci-
ety and their consequent loss of faith,
and wrote them to wait until the situ-
ation had changed.

In 1958, Dr. Faitlovitch did bring a
smail group to study in Israel and was
on hand to welcome twenty-one
young Ethiopians in Amharic when
they arrived at a Mizrachi school in
Ranana. Until the late 70’s, however,
contact between Israel and the

“Jews’” of Ethiopia was quite limited.
N.W.
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_Nehama Consuelo Nahmoud

Where Falasha Is
a Naughty Word

An in-depth examination of the life style
and religious practices of Israel's newest olim.

“You're not supposed to say that!” exclaimed a friend,
an American immigrant at the Mevasseret Absorption
Center near Jerusalem, where a large group of Ethio-
pian refugees just arrived. I had made the mistake of
asking about the Falashas.

While just about all rabbis have questions about the
lewishness of these newcomers, there was never even a
shadow of a doubt as far as the Ethiopian Christians
were concerned. The word falasha* is an insult, the
Ambharic** equivalent of “kike,” which is applied to
those Ethiopians who are identified as Jews. The Judaic
Ethiopians refer to themselves as Beta Esrael, which
means just what it sounds like,

Jews or not, the Ethiopians have certainly shared
many a typical Jewish experience during their 2,500
history—the whole panoply of antisemitic persecution.
Time and time again this small African tribe suffered
book burnings, pogroms, massacres, forced conversions
and marranism. One Christian king, who reigned from
1434 to 1468, gave himself the title “Exterminator of
the Jews.”

Are names the Ethiopians’ only claim to membership
in the People Of Israel?

No. There is more.

In the mountains of Abyssinia (a province of Ethiopia)
there are numerous river gorges like that of the Blue
Nile, which tosses rocks like the legendary Sambatyon.
Sambatyon sounds related to Shabbat, and indeed the Ethi-
opians’ word for Shabbat is Sanbal. Their religious lan-
guage is called Ge'ez, of Semitic origin, and containg an
easily recognizable vocabulary. For example:

“Israelis now call them simply “Ethiopians,” and 1 shall do the same in
this article.
**The official language of Ethiopia.

Mrs. Nahmoud, s frequent contributor to THE JEWISH OBSERVER as well as
other publications, resides in Jerusalem,
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guerban——sacrifice
mizvat—charity

safur—shofar

Gahannom

tazkar—memorial

aba—older man

kokab—star
gezral—circumcision (root 77}
Fassiga—Pesah

Nisan, Ab, Tomos {Tamuz)
Names of Hashem Oril—Torah (Aram.: Oraita)

Legal—But Without Oral Law

Oritawi means to Ethiopians what the words Torah-true
do to English speakers. 1t is a good description of these
deeply religious people, who are very stringent in what
they know of Judaism. Although many of their practices
may resemble those of the Essenes, the Karaites or the
Qumran community, it must be remembered that the
reason is different: the latter groups rejected the Oral
Torah, or parts of it, whereas the Ethiopians simply
never had the advantage of seeing it in writing, and
much of what they may have known could have been
forgotten over the millennia.

Indeed, when Jewish visitors reached their villages,
not so long ago, and told them of the full range of
Judaism, the Ethiopians were interested and eager to
learn.

Since they did not have the Mishna and Gemora to
guide them in their daily life, the Ethiopians based their
observance solely on written works—Tanach and a
number of Apocryphal books such as the Books of Jubi-
lees, Enoch, Tobit, Judith, Barukh, Ben SiraIandII, and
Maccabees. There were religious debates in the thatched
huts of Abyssinia, and in 1954 a visitor sat in on one
which concerned repair work to the synagogue during
the intermediate days of Pesach.
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Phato: Ricki Rosen

The Ethiopians wrote a book called Te'ezaza Sanbat, or
Hilkhot Shabbat. Taken from the Book of Jubilees, the
precepts it contains were very rigorously observed.
Drawing water, going beyond the limits of the village,
or even stepping over a brook are among the prohibi-
tions. Not only was it forbidden to light a fire on Shabbat,
even a fire that had been lit on Friday was strictly assur,
in keeping with the literal interpretation of the verse:
“No fires shall burn ... on the Shabbat” (Shemos 35,3).
Householders extinguished all fires on Friday, and, natu-
rally, they did not light Shabbat candles for this
reason-—like the Sadducees of 2,000 years ago and the
more recent Karaites. My friend at the Absorption Cen-
ter described the Ethiopians’ shock the first time they
were served hot food on Shabbat.

Sanbat salem (Shabbat shalom)is more than a greeting; it is
also a reminder that quarreling is forbidden on Shabbaf.
Shabbat activities in the Ethiopian villages consisted of
prayer, with a break for a communal meal. Singing and
dancing were customary on holidays, but not on Shabbat.
However, there is a poetic chant glorifying the Sabbath
Queen that was recited on Friday evening. Work ceased
on Friday at midday, when everyonein the village went

to immerse themselves in the river while wearing their
Shabbat clothes.

Fresh Like the Water

The Ethiopian Christians always claimed they could
smell a falasha'—he smells like fresh water, they said.
This statement might not be an exaggeration, for the
Judaic Ethiopians were very meticulous about ritual
cleanliness; their villages were purposely built near a
river so that they would have a “mikvek” at hand. Their

The Jewish Observer/April, 1985

rituals of purification were based on many of the rules
mentioned in Leviticus—and here we can see some
resemblance to the Qumran and Essene practices. Con-
tact with a corpse made one unclean for a full week, a
period of quarantine that ended with clothes washing
and an immersion at the final sunset before returning
home. Other unclean-making acts were circumcision
{for the circumciser); touching a grave; touching a dead
animal or an unclean person. Touching a Christian
caused a week’s uncieanliness, too, and it is interesting
to note that the Ethiopians who lived in mixed commun-
ities were considered unclean by their coreligionists in
the villages and were not allowed in the synagogues.

The words “rabbi,” “rav” and “hakham” do not appear in
the Ethiopian lexicon; their spiritual leaders were called
kahenat (sing .. kaken). In every region the kahenat elected a
high priest from their midst, who was then empowered
to ordain. The priesthood was not hereditary, but it did
have stringent requirements as to background, charac-
ter and study. The candidate’s family was investigated
and, if there were a case of adultery or a physical defect
even several generations back, the man was disquali-
fied, as was a divorcee:(A kahen was not permitted to
divorce.}

Candidates for the priesthood studied the Ge'ez lan-
guage and the liturgy, and then became apprenticed to
an older kahen. One of their tasks was to translate por-
tions from the Humash from Ge’ez into the local lan-
guage (usually Ambharic) for the congregation during
Shabbat services. In addition to offering sacrifices and
officiating at the synagogue, priests sat as judges, said
blessings at gezrat (circumcisions) and funerals, and per-
formed most of the functions of rabbis in other parts of
the worid. Although the villagers brought the priests
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such things as part of the beer they brewed, or bread
specially baked for them, the kahenat usually worked at a
trade such as farming, weaving or blacksmithing.

Far From the Temple

Sacrifices were part of the Ethiopian religious life
until only very recently. They brought sin offerings and
sacrifices for certain holidays, as well as a paschal lamb.
When foreign Jews began to penetrate the Abyssinian
highlands, however, and they became aware that sacri-
fices are not being brought elsewhere, debates started
up among their priests as to whether sacrifices were
something to be relegated exclusively to the Temple at
Jerusalem-~which was to be built soon, they believed.
Finally the custom of sacrifices fell into disuse as some of
the older kahenat died and, it was held, the proper proce-
dures had been forgotten.

Sacrifices were offered on a stone altar which stood
on the northern side of the synagogue courtyard, but it
was the synagogue itself that was the center of the

Their Special Calendar

The Ethiopian “Jewish” calendar is different from
that officially and generally recognized in Ethiopia. The
“lewish” calendar consists of twelve months of twenty-
nine and thirty days, alternating; every fourth yearis a
thirteen-month leap year. The year begins with Nisan,

Rosh Hashana is called Berhan Saraga, “The Light Has
Appeared.” It falls on the date of the new moon closest
to September 11. A book called Gadla Abraham (the life
and deeds of Abraham) was recited on the New Year,
and formerly an animal was sacrificed. A trumpet was
blown in ancient times, too, but the custom somehow
disappeared.

The tenth of Tishri is the first of Astasreyo, “The
Pardon,” corresponding to Yom Kippur. After the final
prayer at sundown, grain for birds was scattered on the
roofs and the ground to show that man, the stronger,
should feed the weaker. This gesture was a sort of
misva-prayer, entreating Hashem's generosity for man in
the new year.

Part of a prayer written in Ge'ex

village's religious life. The building was called the
megurab (1), “the place-that-brings-near”; or mesgid,
from the Arabic masfid {(mosque, house of assembly). It
was usually a typical round, African thatched hut,
although square stone houses appeared during the last
forty years as a result of Western influence. A syn-
agogue consisted of two rooms. In the round huts, there
was a concentric circular or quadrangular inner cham-
ber, called the geddesta geddusan, or Holy of Holies. There
the hand-lettered, parchment “Torah book” was kept
along with the priest’s ceremonial garments and the
sacrificial knife; this chamber was entered only by the
priests and their assistants, The villagers gathered for
prayer twice a day, morning and evening. Women were
not adrmitted to the building, but sat close to the outside
wall where they could hear the prayers and were shel-
tered from the sun and rain by the roof’s overhang.

Ethiopians said frequent blessings. In addition to the
usual occasions, such as before and after meals, they
also said “Tatabarak Egziabher Amlak Esrael (Blessed is the
Owner of the World, the G-d King of Israel}” over a
newborn baby—a miracle in their eyes—and upon
meeting a foreign Jew, which was a rare and wondrous
occurrence in an Ethiopian village.

is8
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Succot was a minor festival called Bala Matsalat. No
booths were built, nor was there a lulav and etrog. Large
tropical leaves were spread on the floors of homes and
synagogue, however, and it is thought that succof were
not constructed because the people felt they were
already living in such shelters.

Pesah was celebrated for seven days, the first and the
last days being the most holy, when no work or travel
was permitted. Highlight of the restricted diet was an
unleavened bread called gita. Milk that looked creamy
was excluded, since cream was considered to be fermen-
tation; therefore milk had to be drunk or used the day
the cow was milked.

The destruction of the Temple was mourned by a fast
day in Ab, and there were two fasts of Esther—but no
Purim.

Circumcisions were celebrated on the eighth day after
birth (day number nine) when the priest recited the
Tazkara Abraham, a legend about Abraham Avinu. Fun-
erals were simple. The deceased was wrapped and tied
in a white cloth. The kahen read Mota Muse at the ceme-
tery. This is a work which somewhat resembles the old
Sephardic Pefirat Moshe. Mota Muse had a special signifi-
cance for the Ethiopians, since it recalls the time Miriam
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spoke against Moshe Rabbeinu because of his Kushite
wife.

The families of the deceased observed seven days of .

mourning, during which all work was forbidden. The
last day was a fazkar, and on the first anniversary of the
death the priest said special prayers in the synagogue,
while the family slaughtered a bull or a sheep for the
neighbors in memory of the departed.

Food Restrictions

Ethiopians were punctilious in the observance of
agricultural laws. Their adherence to the Torah require-
ment of permitting their oxen to eat as they plowed or
threshed in the field was in contrast to the Christian
practice of muzzling the animals.

Kashrut was observed in a primitive manner, without
halachic refinements, or the “fences” we have. The Ethi-
opians were careful about clean and unclean animals,
and they slaughtered with a specially sharpened knife.
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CORRECTION

The Jews Were Expendable by Monty Noam Pen-
kower, subject of a review article in the March ‘85 JO,
sells for $21.95.
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Not only was blood forbidden, so was raw meat. The
Ethiopians would not cook a goat in its mother’s milk,
literally following the Biblical injunction, but they
would add cow’s milk to a stew of goat meat, since a cow
could never have been the mother of a goat. They did
have their own “fences,” though: not only would they
avoid eating what they considered neveils, but any
kosher animal that had been merely bitten by another
animal was declared freif.

Wine—all wine--was off limits because of the possi-
bility of drinking Christian sacramental wine. When
Jews from the outside began visiting, some of them
brought “kosher wine from Jerusalem” and, when the
visitor was trusted, the priests permitted the wine.
Some old timers, however, still hesitated.

Similarities and differences between the religions practices of Hhe
Tudaic Ethiopians and Jews the world over may—or may not—be
indicators of their true Jewishness. But they offer us a glimpse info an
ancient community, and may even be helpful in leading these people
into a full Jewish life 1702, »
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The Moetzes Gedolei HaTorah (Council
of Torah Sages) of Agudath Israel of Amer-
ica issued a forceful statement during the last
week of March declaring ifs “strong profest
and categorical apposition” to any Orthodex
rabbinic dialogue with the Conservative
movement. The proclamation was made in
reaction to the recent unprecedented appear-
ance of the president of an Orthodox rabhinic
group, the Rabbinical Council of America,
before the national convention of the Conser-
vative Rabbinical Assembly of America,
arranged with the understanding that the
president of the Censervative group would be
invited fo reciprocate with an address at the
Orthodex body's convention the following
month,

Text of the Statement

Recent events—which have seen
the president of an Orthodox rab-
binic body address the national con-
vention of the Conservative Rabbin-
ical Assembly of America, as part of
an exchange arrangement whereby
the president of the Conservative
group will speak at the Orthodox
organization’s convention next
month—call upon us to declare our
strong protest and categorical oppo-~
sition to any such dialogue.

Qur hands and hearts are ex-
tended to Jews everywhere, no mat-
ter what their professed beliefs, and
we welcome any opportunity to con-
vey to sincere individuals the Torah
heritage which binds us to one
another. Before us, however, is a
totally different situation: The ex-
change of convention pulpits, which
ipso facto bestows the perception of
religious legitimacy on a “Judaism”
that denies the Divine Revelation of
the Written and Oral Torah at Sinai;
a Judaism fashioned by man and
therefore alterable to accommodate
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man’s foibles and comforts; a Juda-
ism that has undermined the sanc-
tity of Jewish peoplehood; a Judaism
that professes loyalty to Halachah
but in practice has turned Halachah
into a shambles bearing no resemb-
lance to authoritative Jewish law
and that sanctions numerous blat-
ant violations of Torah Jaw,

The classic tenets of Judaism are
not negotiable nor are they subject
matter for dialogues with those who
are purveying to an unwary publica
“tudaism” that tears down funda-
mentals of our ancient heritage —all
in the name of Halachah. Those
among the Orthodox who still have
ilfusions of persuading the Conser-
vative leadership to alter their move-
ment’s views on specific matters of
Halachah, seem to ignore that the
Conservative interpretation of a
non-Divinely-given Halachah is ab-
solutely irreconcilable with the au-
thentic Torah view. The steady drift
of the Conservative group towards
the Reform movement is further
evidenced by the Conservative con-
vention’s putting up for a vote the
irreparably devastating proposal of
defining Jewishness by patrilineal
descent.

Instead of convincing the Con-
servative rabbinic leaders to reverse
their beliefs and behaviors on major
religious issues, which is the stated
purpose of this Orthodox group’s
entering into such a dialogue, the
overwhelmig resuit of this approach
is the creation of a public impression
that the Orthodox and Conserva-
tive groups represent merely alter-
native outlooks on judaism with
negotiable differences on specific
localized issues. The grave conse-
quence of such an exchange of con-
vention speeches by the respective

presidents of an Orthodox rabbis’
group and the Conservative rabbis’
group, serves to give credence to the
prevaling fallacy of “three wings of
Judaism” as a legitimate religious
concept. This serious step is clearly
an outgrowth of the continued defi-
ance by certain Orthodox groups of
the legal ruling of the Torah Sages
of our past and present generation
against membership in such “three
wing” religious organizations as the
Synagogue Council of America.

This kind of collegial acknowledge-
ment implied by the president of an
Orthodox rabbis” body formally ad-
dressing the organization of Con-
servative rabbis, compounded by a
reciprocal convention visitation un-
derstanding, provides the precise
dialogue platform that the Conser-
vative leaders have sought in their
quest to gain legitimacy for their
movement in the U5 A. and Israel.
Orthodox rabbis who misguidedly
play into their hands do a great dis-
service to Torah Judaism.

We urgently call upon the leaders

of this Orthodox rabbinic group not -

to further this false notion by per-
mitting the Conservative rabbinic
leader to address their fForthcoming
convention. We call upon our fellow
Orthodox Jews to concentrate all
our effarts on strengthening the pil-
lars of Torah }Judaism and spreading
the light of Torah among the masses
of Jews searching for truth and for
their spiritual roots.

MOETZES GEDOLEI HATORAH
OF AMERICA

Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, Rabbi Mordechai
Gifter, Rabbi Moshe Horowitz (Bostoner
Rebbe), Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky, Rabbi
Avrchom Pam, Rabbi Yaakov Yitzchok Rud-
erman, Rabbi Israel Spira (Bluzhover Rebbe),
Rabbi Elya Svei (in alphabetical order).
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Miriam Zakon

The Teacher is the Lesson

Sarah Scheniver: Her Lessons and Her Legacy,
Fifty Years After Her Passing

This Legend Lived

The medium is the message. Marshall MclLuhan's
aphorism has become something of a byword for any
discussion of effective communication. How semething
is said or presented—the medium—is inseparable from
what is said—the message.

If this rule is true in the world of television, Mc-
Luhan’s area of expertise and interest, it is perhaps even
more important in the world of education. Education is
possibly the purest form of commurication, the com-
munication of the more’'s, beliefs, ideals, and knowledge
of one generation to the next, of the wiser to the less
knowledgeable, of those closer to Sinaitic revelation to
those one step further removed. If “the medium is the
message” then “the teacher is the lesson.” That Rebbe
who stood next to the blackboard taught us as much by
his gestures as by his lectures; we remember Morah's
smile or frown more than we do her stencils. Truly, the
lessons of our teachers’lives and behavior are unforget-
table ones.

If you are reading this, and you are a Torah-observant

Mrs. Zakon served as translator for the vecently published English-language
Tzena U'rena, and is author of several novels for Jewish teenagers.
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American woman of a Torah-observant background,
the chances are great that your most unforgettable
teacher was a woman whom you have never met. If you
are reading this, and you are a man who is a ben Torah,
the chances are great that your wife supported you in
kollel, urged you to attend a shiur, or encouraged you to
find a chavrusa partly because of the influence of a
woman whom you, and she, never met. And if you are
one of the growing numbers of chozrei biteshuva, the
newly observant, chances are great that many of your
teachers, many of your mentors, many of those who
helped you find your way, owe an enormous debt to a
woman whom they, and you, never met,

The woman is Sarah Schenirer, n'y. The debt owed
her by women, by men, by children, by all of Klal Yisroel,
is an enormous one. She was our teacher. And if “the
teacher is the lesson,” we would do well to study her
life,* and the lessons that can be learned from this
extraordinary woman.

The story, familiar to almost all graduates of Bais
Yaakov schools, has an almost legendary quality about
it. It tegins, always, with the compelling image of the
seamstress toiling with her needlework in her Polish

*The reader is referred to Joseph Friedenson’s biography of Sarah
Schenirer in JO, Feb. 64, and Chaim Shapiro’s “The Flame Called
Sarah Schenirer,” in JOO, Dec. 74.
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city, watching with anxious eyes as the rift grows
between Jewish mother and daughter, as girls un-
tutored in the splendors of Jewish thought and learning
seek escape in secular philosophy. The scene shifts toa
small school that the visionary seamstress has begun.
The idea takes hold, captures the imagination, and sud-
denly a dream becomes a movement, an idea turns into
an ideology. Bais Yaakov has been born!

Like many legends, we begin to take it for granted, to
accept what is told without examining its implications.
The mythical quality of the story makes it difficult to
grasp, to understand. But in the case of this particular
legend there is one difference. You see, this legend is
true, this legend lived. And therefore this legend—no,
this living, breathing woman-—has much to teach us.
This teacher, truly, is the lesson.

Lessons In Change and Revolution

It has been said, by those who have little understand-
ing and less love for Torah-true Judaism, that we are an
obstinate and unyielding lot, a group that makes no
concession to reality, that remains conservative and
inflexible in the face of new circumstances. The lesson
of one woman’s life proves this to be no more than a
canard, a false accusation.

Frau Schenirer changed her world. She found a
Poland that was offering an endless supply of tantaliz-
ing ideologies to girls ignorant of the riches of their own
heritage. These “isms”-—secularism, socialism, national-
ism, communism-—posed a potent threat to the very
core of Jewish life, the home.

When Sarah Schenirer, pious and devout woman that
she was, sensed the need for a change in the world of
Torah education, she followed the path trodden by
many Torah-true “revolutionaries” before her. She
consulted da'as Torah, sages steeped in Jewish learning
and wisdom. Da'as Torah, in this case, was the Belzer
Rebbe, then staying in Marienbend. At her request, her
brother, a Belzer chassid dubious of her plans of opening
a school for girls, sent a note to the Rebbe outlining her
dream. The Rebbe wished her success, and she was
ready to begin her remarkable venture. Later, en-
couragement by the venerable Chofetz Chaim and
other great men gave her additional confidence to
enlarge the scope of her work.

Yes, when times demand change, Torah-true Jews
are not afraid to answer the call. We do so not by
abandoning our beliefs and our laws, but, conversely, by
studying them even more deeply, searching within our
Torah for the answers which we know are there, seek-
ing out our “living Sifrei Torah” for their guidance and
advice. Change there may be, but the goal-—a life of

Torah study, mifzva observance, and doing G-d's will--is
eternal.
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With the fervor of a revolutionary and the piety of an
aishes chayil, a woman of valor, Sarah Schenirer gave
generations of girls and women the means to fight the
false allure of endless “isms.” At the same time she gave
us a meaningful lesson in how an authentic Jew effects
change.

Lessons In Tznius And Simplicity

Pashtus—simplicity—is a quality that, more than any
other, has been attributed to Sarah Schenirer. One of
Sarah Schenirer’s students in the seminary in Cracow,
now a respected educator in her own right, remembers
with fondness her first lesson with Frau Schenirer. At
the time that this student first met her, Sarah Schenir-
er's reputation had reached far past the borders of her
own native city, and the newly-arrived girl expected a
lesson full of deep insight and learning. What she got,
instead, was a simple review of the laws of neigel vasser,
washing the hands in the morning.

How disappointed all the girls werel-—she remembers
with a smile. Now, over fifty years later, she realizes the
great depth of that simple lesson, and all the lessons
which followed.

Simplicity was the motif of her lessons, of her life.
Not the innocence of naivete, this, but the true simplic-
ity of one who knows her goals, who trusts in her G-d.
She was much like her namesake, Sarah, in this respect,
as Rabbi Shimshon Raphael Hirsch (whose work had a
great influence on Frau Schenirer) points out: “Sarah
took the beauty of childhood with her into her woman-
hood, and the innocence of the twenty year old girl with
her into the grave. How far . . . does this point of view of
our rabbis contrast with that of our days! (Qur Rabba-
nim} look for beauty, not in the twenty year old, but in
the child, and innocence not in the child, but in mature
adolescence . . . only the girl matured to womanhood . . .
can crown (her) head with the wreath of innocence.”
{Rabbi Hirsch, commentary on Genesis 23:1)

This trait of simplicity was certainly not indicative of
ignorance or a lack of depth. No simple-minded pietist,
she, the woman with the blazing eyes whose most
beloved sefer was Hirsch's Nineteen Letters (read, naturally,
in its original German). Hers was a total, complete
singleness of purpose, her life absolutely dedicated ['shem
Shomayim, for the sake of Heaven. If she lacked complex-
ity, it was only the complexity of life that man creates
for himself by doubts, by errors. The world—if one is
totally and completely dedicated to G-d's service, and
His service alone—can really be quite a simple place.
Sarah Schenirer tapped into this simplicity, trod the
path that G-d had laid so dearly before her. There were
no detours, no false turns. This, then, was her sim-
plicity, a simplicity so profound it is difficult for most of
us—still searching for that one dear road—to compre-

hend.
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Her students recall a time when she picked up stones
pitched at her by those antagonistic to her, turned to her
students and told them that the stones would be of help
for building a new school building. In these days of
public relations and “hype” running rampant, one might
praise her instincts as a showman. It certainly makes for
good copy. But one would be wrong. She did not see the
incident as an opportunity for a bon mof, a memorable
line. Those stones were merely stones that would help
her build, help her to further what G-d desired of her;
and if He had chosen to have them cast at her in such a
manner, gam zu ['fova, this, too, was for the best.

Her pashtus was enhanced by her tznius, her modesty.
When the cornerstone for a new and commeodious build-
ing for the Bais Yaakov Seminary in Cracow was laid,
Frau Schenirer, the visionary who could take credit for
having begun the entire movement, sat with her stu-
dents in the audience, allowing others to take the stage.
The tznius of that moment, the modesty of that woman,

resounds to this very day with a clear, clarion sound!
What a lesson this life was!

Lessons In Dedication, Lessons In Love

Irecently had the privilege of spending a few pleasant
hours with a group of Sarah Schenirer’s former stu-
dents. A notable group it was, a room full of our genera-
tion’s top educators, women who were pioneers in the
world of Torah education for American girls, women
whose dedication and selflessness have set examples for
hundreds of their students.

What struck me most about the group was the
change that came over all of them as we began to discuss
their beloved teacher. Somber eyes, which had viewed
the destruction of European Jewry, began to sparkle;
stern features, which had set many a student quaking,
softened visibly. The stories gushed forth; the smiles
grew more wistful. Suddenly I found myself in the
presence of children, children whose enthusiasm and

24
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energy cannot be contained, children speaking of a truly
beloved mother or friend. The unquenchable brightness
of a child’s eyes was there, illuminating the faces of each
of these righteous women.

What could it have been, | mused afterwards, that
could have such an astounding effect over half a century
later? What quality of Sarah Schenirer’s could evoke
such openly expressed emotion, could tear through the
mists of forgetfulness and make her seem so alive to
those who had known her and loved her?

Although the full answer still eludes me, I suspect
that the key word here is love, an ahavas Yisroel that was
rare, astonishing both in its depth and breadth. Her love
for the Kial, for all Jewry, is evidenced by her dedication
to its welfare, but this love was sharpened and made all
the greater by her love for each and every individual.
The tales are endless: Sarah Schenirer toiling over her
correspondence each night, not allowing one letter to go
unanswered; Sarah Schenirer dancing with her stu-

dents, her face aglow; Sarah Schenirer’s burning eyes,
which silently demanded the best of each and every
student, and silently assured the student that, yes, the
best could be achieved.

Just as she looked at Polish Jewry, saw the potential
within its womanhood, and brought it out to full flower,
so she looked at each girl and saw, not an unlearned
child, but a Jewess with the potential of immeasurable
accomplishment. It was this love for the individual that
enabled her to take the university-trained German
Jewess, the scholarly girl of Lithuania, and the Chassidic
Polish student, and mesh them together, meld their
talents and strengths into one great, united whole,

The two qualities needed to teach, Sarah Schenirer
told one of her students, were love for the Jewish child
and mesiras nefesh, the dedicated sacrifice of oneself for
the Jewish people.

Her life teaches us this lesson even more clearly than
her words. Fifty years after her pefira, her lesson lives on.

The Jewish Observer/April, 1985
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... Her Legacy

Dramatic testimony to the continuing vitality of
Sarah Schenirer’s legacy took place on Sunday, the 24th
day of Adar, 5745. It is a long trip from an obscure street
in Cracow to the Felt Forum in Madison Square
Garden, New York City, but the Bais Yaakov move-
ment somehow managed to span the distance, and span
it gracefully.

I came to the memorial marking the 50th Yahrzeit of
Sarah Schenirer determined to make an objective
report, to observe, as a good reporter should, in a de-
tached and unemotional mood.

Ilooked around, at the masses of chattering, laughing
girls filing in. Add 2 head covering, a slight thickening of
chin and waist, a line or two-~they are me. | saw their
mothers, their eyes resting proudly upon the students.
Add a few more lines, a few more children, a few more
years—they are what [ will be. I saw my teachers, felt,
almost as a reflex, that familiar feeling of nervousness
mingled with respect. They, too, are a part of me.

Objectivity? Detachment? Anocther place, another
time, perhaps. This was a gathering uniquely Bais Yaa-
kov, and I was a part of it, raised and nurtured and
influenced by it. I belonged. There was no place here for
staying apart, for a mere cbserver,

Abandoning the role of impartial observer, I sat back
and prepared to learn, to enjoy, to remember, to feel.

The gathering, one sensed, was a tremendous affir-
mation of life. A few years ago I attended the World
Gathering of Holocaust Survivors in Yerushalayim.
That, too, was an affirmation, a joyous and tearful
announcement that the Jewish people had survived,
that we could not be destroyed by latter-day Ama-
lekites. But this was something more. Yes, we affirmed,
we have survived physical destruction, have risen out of
the ashes to bear new generations, but we have done
even more! Our heritage, our learning, our Torah, has
survived, survived and flourished. We are Jews whom
our martyred grandparents and great-grandparents
would have been proud of, we have carried on and
treasured their legacy to us.

Within this vital affirmation of life, one motif spun
round and round, unmistakable: Sarah Schenirer. Sarah
Schenirer and her dream. Sarah Schenirer and Bais
Yaakov. Inseparable, unforgettable.

It began, as all Jewish events ought, with prayer.
Tehillim was recited for two of the foremost gedolim of
our time. The words of Tehillim Howed easily on the
tongues of five thousand women and girls. Bais Yaakov
has done its job well.

And then, the speeches. There were six of them, each
inspiring, each illuminating in its own unique way.

As I listened to the words of Torah, 1 began to realize
that we were not alone, we five thousand women in this
large auditorium. In any Torah gathering the Jews are
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accompanied by their past, and by the hopes of their
future.

We were treated to a magnificent Torah insight by
Rabbi Shimon Schwab-—a message and a theme that
Sarah Schenirer had equipped us to absorb [See box].

We were taken back to our distant past, to our sages
of old, by the words of Rabbi Chaim Dov Keller. Rabbi
Keller spoke of the accomplishment of Rabbi Yehoshua
ben Gamla, Kohein Gadol in the time of the second Tem-
ple, who was credited with having saved Torah learning
among the people of Israel . . . and of Sarah Schenirer.
{See the article that follows ]

Qur boocks are the bridges we have with the distant
past; the older generations are the living links with
more recent years. Two who knew Sarah Schenirer
spoke, sharing their memories of this unforgettable
woman. There were few in the audience who were not
moved by the reminiscences of Rebbetzin W. Kaplan, as
she spoke of the graduation ceremonies in the Cracow
Seminary. [See box] Who did not see before her the
picture of Sarah Schenirer, sitting on a chair sur-
rounded by dancing students, all singing " Vitaher libenu—
singing, singing, and singing more, until the sun slipped
over the horizon and a new day dawned. And how
moving were the words of Sarah Schenirer’s colleague,
Rebbetzin Dr, judith Grunfeld* of London, as she des-
cribed Frau Schenirer’s dark eyes, still burning with an
inner fire, even as she was borne by stretcher back to
Cracow, where soon her neshama was to take Ieave of
this world, [See box]

- If many of the speeches evoked a feeling for our living
past, it was the conclusion of the memorial that bound
us to our future. Young girls from eight Bais Yaakov
schools, the next generation of mothers in Israel, raised
~ their voices in Yiddish, in Hebrew, in English. Sarah
" Schenirer would have been proud.

A Final Note

I read, the next day, of another gathering that had
taken place in the New York area that Sunday. A con-
cert of a popular rock group had been held in the Nassau
Coliseum. Ten thousand had turned out for tickets, and
the wait became a slugfest. Mounted police quelled the
mini-riot, but not before three people were arrested and
several wounded.

I thought of our five thousand Jewesses, calmly and
politely making their way into the Forum. I thought of
the police who stood by the entrance, bored, with

nothing to do but give directions to a passing stranger or
two.

Bais Yaakov has done its job well.
Thelessons of Sarah Schenirer are still being learned.

*Dr. Grunfeld's biographic appreciation of Sarah Scheniter has been
published separately by Bnos Agudath Israel.
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z Hard to believe? Perhaps, but in just five more - e
years, aimost 2,000 Talmidei Chachomim are
expected to have passed rigorous written
examinations, thereby demonstrating their
expertise in ‘Gantz Shas’! All under the guidance
and administration of Mifal Hashas, which
organizes, recruits, and pays monthly stipends to
only those who prove their excellance.

indeed, as the post-war Torah renaissance

; continues to climb to levels once thought to be
out of reach, Mifal Hashas has boldly answered

; the call from the Torah ieaders of tomorrow who

5 ask only for the chance to learn . . . to excel . . .
and to teach others.

j Boasting participants from every walk of world-
wide Jewry, this exclusive Torah fraternity has
proudly received the praise and support of
Gedolim and Roshei Yeshiva from all segments of
Kial Yisroel.

* Supporters of this movement are making an

: investment rather than a contribution. An
investment in their own future . . . and in the
future of their children,

Become a full partner today in this unique
Yisoscher/Zevulin team.
5751 will be here before you know it —
‘s will the promise be fulfilled?
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>HOLARS WILL KNOW GANTZ SHAS

e Supported by Gedolim & Roshei
Yeshiva, world-wide.

e Participating members from cvery
segment of Kial Yisroel.

® Only outstanding scholars, receive
monthly grants.

® Developing the true Gedolei Yisroel
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| would like to become a partner in the wonderful work of Mifal Hashas by

contributing

O $150 permonth asa ShutafHaTorah® O $36 per month as a Mokir Torah

23 $100 per month as a Parmes HaTorah O $18 per month as a Chai Supporter
0 $50 per month as a Tomech Torah O %
*The cost of supporting one schotar.

........... other

Any and all contributicns to "Mfal Hashas™ are tax deductible andg most appreciated.
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When it comes to And when the package petitively with their
kosher deli, you've always says ‘Galil’, you're getting non-glatt equivalents,
had a choice. Between the best of both worlds. So if you want to treat
quality and glatt. Because every Gaiil frank, vourself to glatt deli that's

Now you can have both.  salami or bologna is pro-
Galil proudly announces  duced under the supervision
of the Vaad Hakashrus of
‘Baltimore, Rav Moshe
Heinemann shlita,
rabbinic admin-
istrator.
: L Best of all, with
. _ Galil you pay no
a full line* of glatt kosher penalty for sticking to your
delicatessen that is made to  principles. Because Galil
the same standards of qual-  products are priced com-
ity and taste as Hebrew
National.

every
good as He
buy Galil.

ational...

All Galil products are available in
both consumer and bulk pack at quatity
glatt butchers and delicatessen stores.

€T3,
LINGA
i Giatt Kosher

—

*12 oz. Franks, Knockwurst, Salami & Bologna; Skinless Franks, Long Salami, Thick Bologna j
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Rabbi Chaim Dov Keller

U I, After Years—An Historic Perspective 358

One cannot judge the significance of an individual in
his lifetime or put a movement into its proper historic
perspective during its initial stages. Historians, even
Chachamim, can only evaluate a person, an event or a
movement after years, perhaps eras have gone by.

The Gemora {Babba Basra 21a) tells us:

0D YN ITHIK DT D2 27 N D 7 DN
YN AN ANOTY X KON 1Y NP 12 SN

Rav Yehuda said in the name of Rav: Remember this man for
good, Yehoshua ben Gamla was his name; were it not for him, Torah
would have been forgotten from Israel, For at first whoever had a
father, that father would learn Torah with him; whoever did nof
have a father, {or obvigusly someone whose father was incapable of
feaching him) would not learn Tovah,

The Gemora then describes earlier attempts at solving
this problem . . . until Yehoshua ben Gamla decreed that
teachers should be appointed for children in all parts of
the country and that children be brought in to learn at
the age of six or seven. This, according to Rav, saved
Torah for Klal Yisroel,

When did Rav live and when did Yehoshua ben Gamla
live?

Yehoshua ben Gamla was a Kehein Gadol during the
reign of King Yanai, towards the end of the Second
Temple*, which was destroyed in the Year 3828. Rav
was a disciple of Rabbeinu HaKodosh—Reb Yehuda
Hanassi—the compiler of the Miskna, the last of the
Tannaim and the first of the Amoraim. This was approxi-
mately 150 years after the destruction of the Temple.
And yet Rav was the first to define the historic role that
Yehoshua ben Gamla played in the spiritual revival of
the Jewish people.

There is an amazing insight to be gained in this. All of
those schools set up by Yehoshua ben Gamla in every

*See Tosefos on the above-quoted Gemorn (Babba Basra 21a: Zachor).

Rabbi Keller, Rosh HaYeshiva of Telshe-Chicago, based this essay on his
adidress af the gathering marking the 50th Yahrzeit of Sarah Schenirer thal took
place in New York's Madison Square Garden last March,
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Were It
Not For Her ...

An appreciation of
Sarah Schenirer, 1y, on the
occasion of her 50th yahrzeit.

city in the country were destroyed at the time of the
destruction of the Beis Hamikdash. The schools were
destroyed, the teachers and pupils were slaughtered,
but the fakana of Yehoshua ben Gamla—the revolution-
ary system that he introduced--remained. There were
survivors who had learned Torah in those schools, and
after the churban, they reinstituted the system and there
ensued a glorious period of Torah scholarship, culminat-
ing in the compilation of the Mishua—all in a relatively
short period after the destruction. Rav understood that
this phenomenal growth was the result of the takana of
Yehoshua ben Gamla, and he put the stamp of his Torah
authority on that evaluation, stating definitively: “Were
it not for him Torah would have been forgotten from
Israel”

From One Room to a Movement

We now stand 50 years since the passing of Sarah
Schenirer and 68 years since she started her first
one-room Bais Yaakov school with 25 pupils. She was
one of very few people privileged to see the fulfillment
of a dream in their own lifetime. When she passed away
in 1935, that school of 25 girls, founded in 1917, had
developed into a powerful movement with over 32,000
students in a network of close to 300 schools, in just
about every city and town in Poland, as well as in
Lithuania, Hungary and Rumania.

Obviously she did not accomplish all of this single-
handedly. In a memoir published in the Bais Yaakov Jour-
nal in Adar, 5692 (1932), she writes that when the local
Agudas Yisroel was founded in Cracow in 1919, leaders
of the organization came to her and offered to assume
the financial responsibility for her school. She accepted
the offer after consulting with the Bobover Rebbe,
Rabbi Ben Zion Halberstam 31, who gave his approval.
... In 1924, the Central Executive Committee (Central-
Rat) of the World Agudah movement met in Cracow.
After visiting the school, the delegates decided to
include the Bais Yaakov in the activities of the Keren
HaTorah, the fund-raising arm of the World Aguda for
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What would Sarah Schenirer sa ? she would walk into some of our homes today? In many, she
would shed tears of joy for the shelves laden with seforim. In others, she might be shocked at what
shares space on the shelves with those Hebrew books.

the upbuilding and maintenance of Torah institutions,
which was headed by Dr. Shmuel (Leo) Deutschlander.

From then on, Dr. Deutschlander threw himself
completely into the work of organizing, expanding and
raising financial support for the burgeoning Bais Yaa-
kov movement. This was in addition to the pedagogical
genius that he contributed to the Bais Yaakov Seminar-
jes in Cracow and Vienna. Without this organization
and support, the movement could never have attained
the dimension of success that it did.

Beyond question, however, the inspiration and the
personality of Sara Schenirer and the Divine help that
she merited were the decisive factors in the miraculous
growth of Bais Yaakov. She was not only the founder,
the teacher, the leader, the mother of her talmides whom
she called “Kinder”; she was the message. It was her
qualities of soul, her emunah and bitachon—her unflagging
faith and trust in the A-lmighty, herlove for Torah, her
Yiras Shomayim, her enthusiasm, her simplicity and her
single-minded devotion to the ideal of Bais Yaakov that
inspired her falmidos. She was the living example of
everything she sought to impart to her students.

Enough Time to Make a Judgment

Now—fifty years after her passing, and almost
seventy years from the beginning of her dream—we
can perhaps begin to make an attempt to evaluate her
significance in the history of Klal Yisroel. Aside from the
obvious parallel between the educational reforms of
Yehoshua ben Gamla and Sarah Schenirer, there is
another striking similarity between the two. Just as the
world of Yehoshua ben Gamla and all he had built up
was destroyed with the churban Beis Hamikdash, so too was
the world of Sara Schenirer, all of her beloved schools,
and the vast majority of her precious talmidos destroyed
in the awesome churban of European Jewry. And just as
that lakana of Yehoshua ben Gamla made it possible to
reconstruct the world of Torah after the Churban, so was
it with the takana of Sara Schenirer’s Bais Yaakov.

Our sages tell us that G-d creates the cure before the
injury (Megilla 13b). Had Yehoshua Ben Gamla not
made that takana before the churban, there would have
been no way to pick up the shattered pieces of the Torah
world after the churban, His was the zechus to be the
messenger of Divine Providence that Torah not be for-
gotten. So too in our time, just before the greatest
cataclysm that befell the Jewish people since the Des-
truction of the Second Temple, there had to be a
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Divinely-inspired revolution which would turn the tide
and fulfill the Divine promise:
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”And it will come to pass when evils and troubles will
come upon them, this song will testify before them . ..
for it shall not be forgotten frem the mouths of their seed. . .”
{Devarim 31, 21). At the time when the greatest destruc-
tion befalls the Jewish People, the Torah will bear wit-
ness to the indestructibility of that People, because pre-
cisely at that time there will be a Divinely-inspired
development to insure that Torah will not be forgotten.
The Torah does not say, “It will not be forgotten from
the mouths of Heir sons,” but from all their children.

From the phenomenal success Sarah Schenirer real-
ized, one can see that she was indeed the Divine instru-
ment for this historic fulfillment, insuring the future of
Torah—and not only the future of Torah among girls
and women. ... if you walk into the Beis Midrash in
Lakewood or Telz, or Mir, or in hundreds of other
Yeshivos and Kollelim in this country and in Eretz Yisroel,
you will see thousands of young men—Kollel scholars
dedicating their lives to Torah. Without wives who
share their dedication and are willing to forego many of
life’s comforts to enable their husbands to learn Torah,
these Kollelim could not exist. These heroic young
women are the products of Torah revolution begun by
Sarah Schenirer.

Now, forty years after the Churban, when we have
witnessed the miraculous rebirth of Bais Yaakov here,
in Eretz Yisroel, and in England and Europe through the
inspired efforts of a handful of Sarah Schenirer’s talmidos
... now, when we see how this made possible the glor-
ious renaissance of the Torah world, T believe that we
can say, “Remember that woman for good—her name
was Sarah Schenirer—for were it not for her, Torah
would have been forgotten from Israel.”

)

SUNEEEE 11, Beyond a “Hesped” (S50
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The gathering marking her Yahrzeit was unequivo-
cally an historic occasion, and we cannot permit it to go
by with just a hesped. Let us not fall into the trap of
making Sarah Schenirer some untouchable saint whose
memory we revere. We must understand not only what
she meant for her generation, but what her significance
and her message is for our and future generations.

The name she chose for her life’'s work was not just an

The Jewish Observer/ April, 1985



apt borrowing from the interpretation of the Sages on
the verse introducing the Torah to the Jewish people on
Mt. Sinai:

.. Apy b NN D “So shall you speak to the House of Jacek”
. .. {Shemas 19, 3)—these are the women. ”. . . and say to the
sons of lsrael”—these are the men. (See Rashi thid)

The name Bais Yaakov—literally, the House of Yaa-
kov—was a statement of the basic purpose of the
movement, the rededication and resanctification of the
Jewish home.

In one of her letters, she explained why the A-Imighty
addressed the women at Sinai before the men: because
the Jewish mother would educate the next generation—
on her lap, the children will become imbued with a love
for Torah and fear of Heaven; thus, they insure the
spiritual survival of the Jewish people. But even more,
the description of Jewish women as Bais Yaakov conveys
an idea—not that “a woman’s place is in the home,” but
that the woman is the home.

The Torah tells us of the Kolein Gadol on Yom Kippur
P 1 Y 00 (Vayikra 16, 6): “He shall atone for him-
self and for his house”—his house—that is his wife
{Mishng Yoma 1, 1), Without a wife, the Kohein Gadol had
no home and was unfit for the Yom Kippur service.

The Impetus for Action

Sarah Schenirer was first moved to begin her work of
bringing Torah to Jewish girls because of the break-up
of the Jewish home. Wherever she turned, she saw
young girls, bored and uninspired, completely lacking in
understanding and appreciation of the beauty of Torah,
becoming estranged from their devout mothers and
fathers. She felt that she must impart to them the
inspiration that she herself felt, which would lead them

to understand that the idea] of the Jewish woman was #o
be the Jewish home.

A Home For The Shechina

The Jewish home is not as simple as all that, The
Jewish home is the sanctuary where the Shechina rests.
When our Father Yitzchak took Rivka as a wife, the
Torahs tell us: (1, 75 w2 YN I ASAND NN And
Yitzchak brought her into the tent of his mother Sarah-—(Bereishis
24, 67). The Baal Haturim points out that the word nbnn
is used in Tanach eight times, which is an allusion to the
eight places where the Divine Presence rested: The
Miskkan, Gilgal, Shiloh, Nov, Giveon, the First Beis
Hamikdash, the Second Beis Hamikdash, and the Beis
Hamikdash of the future—may it be built speedily in
our days! These were the communal sanctuaries of the
Jewish people where the Shechina rested—but the foun-
dation of them all was yon mw nbrnn the tent of Sarah,
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that tent which had a 'n from the Divine name before it
and another 1 after it. The tents of the Avos and Imahos
were the resting place of the Divine Presence.

The Ramban, in his introduction to Shemos tells us that
the redemption from Egypt was not complete until the
Jewish People had come to Sinai, and built the Mishkan.

DIMAR POV YR 1Y TN DY NP T NP 2
0N ShY PN TID MRy

“And the Holy One once again caused His Skechina to
rest among them. Then they had returned to the
exalted state of their fathers upon whose tents rested
the Divine Presence.”

The Mishkar on a national collective scale was nothing
more than a return to the glory of the individual homes
of the patriarchs, which is hinted at in the word
N i AnNn—the Tent of his mother Sarah.*

This was the ideal of the Jewish home that our latter
day Sarah dreamed to revitalize. Indeed, her talmidos also
called her “"QOur Mother Sarah.”

TS 1L Different Battles, Same War |

It was Sarah Schenirer’s overriding concern to raise
generations of Jewish daughters who, with their love of
Torah, could withstand the blandishments of modern
culture and find their fulfillment in serving Hashem by
establishing homes where the Sheckina could dweil.

The challenges that our generation must face are not
the same that Sarah Schenirer faced, but then again
they are really not that different.

In an article in the Bais Yaakov Journal (#43), following
the second convention of Bnos Agudas Yisroel—whose
spiritual leader Sara Schenirer was—she wrote of the
amazement of irreligious journalists that there are
“young girls today who speak not about the cinema and

*The Matriarchs were so imbued with this ideal of establishing a
home for the Divine Presence, that their lives had no meaning if this
mission were not fulfiiled,
2P MEY R IIN NI DO BT NP PRY N A1 PN
(113,12 v L0 D TP IND AINID NYRD NN TN DU

And Rivka said to Yitzchok: "My life is unbearable because of the danghters of Chais
{Eisav’s wives); if Yaakov fakes g wife from the daughters of Chais like Hhese . ., of
what purpose is my lifel” ( Bereishis 27, 46) The Baal Haturim says the letter p
from the word 'nypis small because she saw that the Beis Hamikdash
whose height was one hundred cubits {the numerical value of p}
would be destroyed.

Rivka's life had meaning only if the wives of her sons would
contribute to the building of the Sanctuary—not ¥ its destruction,
as did the wives of Eisav. For it was the descendants of Eisav who
finally destroyed the Second Temple. Rivka, in her prophetic vision,
saw that this would be the result of the type of home the wives of
Eisav would establish. For the Shechina cannot dwell in the Bas

Hamikdask of the jewish people if there is no room for it in their
individual tents.
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the theater, and not about fashions and luxuries, but
about how to organize in the battle against the empti-
ness of modern life.”

“The delegates,” she continues, “spoke about Torah,
Avoda and Gemillus Chassadim. How great was my joy to
have lived to see the children of my spiritual aspirations
with such seriousness of purpose, imbued with so much
enthusiasm!”

Itis no longer necessary to fight for acceptance of the
idea that girls should study Torah. That battle was
fought and won by Sarah Schenirer, with the encour-
agement of the Chofetz Chaim and other Gedolei Yisroe!
of that time.

We no longer have to worry about the hure of the
Polish theater and the Polish novel. But is there really a
basic difference between the theater of our day and the
theater of Pre-War Poland, between the Polish novel
and the American novel? The battleground may have
changed, but the enemy is the same—only much more
sophisticated. For the enemy has learned how toinvade
our homes and coexist-—or what is perhaps worse,
synthesize—with Torah learning.

A “Visit” From Sarah

What would Sarah Schenirer have to say if she would
walk into some of our homes today?

In many she would skep nachas—she would shed tears
of joy that her spiritual heiresses had set up homes of
Torah, Avoda and Gemillus Chassadim, where the Shechina
could find its place.

In others, she would walk into the living room and
would surely rejoice to see book shelves heavy with Shas,
Mishnayos, Tanach, Mussar Seforim, English books and peri-
odicals of Torah thought. But she would see other types
of literature, as well. She might pick up one of those
books or periodicals, leaf through it and turn pale. She
might drop it in revalsion and exclaim: v onT oD
Lron TR PR POINA “You're not even allowed to hold
this in your hand.”

She might notice a piece of furniture she had never
seen in Cracow—a cabinet-like box with a glass screen
in front. She would ask one of the girls of the house,
“What's this?”

The girl might answer, a bit uncomfortably, “Oh,
that. ... That's a new thing which provides us with
news and educational programs and a bit of entertain-
ment.”

And Sarah Schenirer would say, “Nu, let’s have a
look,” and the girl might hesitate a bit. At Sarah Sche-
nirer’s urging she would turn it on and the two of them
would sit down to watch an hour of prime time T.V.
Most probably Sarah Schenirer would not make it to the
end of the hour. . ..

We could go on with this little fancy. But is it really
necessary?
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We no longer have to worry as Sarah Schenirer did of
the theater and the movies. Whe of our Bais Yaakov girls
would think of geing to taday's movies? But what have we
done? We have brought the theater and the movies and
the whole non-Jewish value system into our living
rooms.

COrer thirty years ago a hushand and wife came before my
Rebbe, the late Telshe Roshe Yeshiva, Reb Eliyahu Meir
Bloch 5r3x. The woman had a complaint, It seems that the
frushand had inkerited o Sefer Torah and had set it up in a
small Aron Kodesh, which ke had made for it in their living
room. Ever since the Torah had been brought into the house,
the couple had suffered one misfortune after another. "How
can we have a Sefer Torah in our home,” the woman cried to
the Rosh Yeshiva, “when we have a television in the same
room?”

“You're right,” said Reb Elya Meir. "So what do you
suggest?”

He was shocked by her answer: “Let him take the Sefer
Torakh out of the house!”

When the Rosh Yeshiva told this over fo us, he was beside
kimself: “See what we have come to? There is no longer room
it a Jewish home for a Sefer Torah! Instead of taking out the
T.V., the woman came to g Rav fo ask that the Sefer Torah be
faken out!”

If the woman is the home, then it is her personality,
her priorities, her set of values that will permeate the
home. It is she, in most cases, who will make the deci-
sions that will determine whether her home is one into
which a Sefer Torah can be brought, one in which the
Shechina can find a resting place.

The On-Going Revolution

Sarah Schenirer began a revolution. It was not a
violent revolution. Hers was a quiet revolution of tznius,
which changed the course of history. Today that revo-
lution has to take the form of palace coup in which our
proud Jewish daughters reassert the supremacy of the
King of Kings and His Torah in their own homes.

They must begin thinking in terms of priorities and
values. They must ask themselves:

What is important to me as a person? Is it the latest fashion
being worn on the avenue, the latest wig style, which would better
fit a movie starlet than an Isha Kasheira? Or is it my personal
understanding of what it means to be n Jewish woman, a Jewish
wife and mother?

What is important in my home? Is it the furniture and the
decor, or is it the atmosphere of Kedusha, which will allow my
hushand and children to learn Torah, and will make a place for
the King? What formulates my outlook on life, my hashkafa, and
that of my children? Is if Tanack and the words of the Chacha-
mim? Or is it the moral and cultural pollution whick seeps out
from even the commercials and ads of the media?

Are business and professional careers means of making a
livelihood, as they should be, or have they become goals in [ife?

The Jewish Observer/ April, 1985
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If Sarah Schenirer had to give us a message today, |
believe it would be the same message she gave her
talmidos in her lifetime. She would quote the same p'sukim
which were always on her tongue:

ARV 1 AN YT Serve Hashem with simcha. Sadness, des-
pondency, despair—these have no place in the ranks of
our vibrant, dynamic, young girls and women. Joy and
gladness? For sure! But let the simcha be in serving
Hashem, not in the fieeting fancies which the modern
world calls good times.

woy T ronn i v The Torah of Hashem is perfect, i
restores the soul. Let us realize that all we seek can be found
in Torah. The sophistication and self-styled intellectual-
ism of the college campus and of secular literature are
very attractive. But they can never approach the perfec-
tion of Torah—and they can never affect the inner
person-—they can never restore the nefesh—the soul of
man or woman. At this historic occasion of 50 years
since the passing of that immortal woman who began it
all, Iet us rededicate ourselves to that sublime ideal of
Bais Yaakov and go in the light of Hashem! »n
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Give Your Summer a Torah Dimension!
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FOR YOUNG ADULTS
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An alert and sensitive child Sarah blossomed
forth into a young seamstress, a beloved school
teacher, a dynamic personality . . . pioneger
founder and architect of Jewish Religious
education for girls . .

A classic for every lewish girl . . .
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For Information: 718-854-6155




Baila bat Rifka
]

An Overwhelming View

One of the last paragraphs of the history of Sarah Schenirer’s

I sit here (in the Felt Forum), over-
whelmed, and [ remember —

It was the end of the terrible World
War [I. We had been deported to Rus-
sia from Poland during the war. Now
at the end of war, there was a citizens’
exchange and we found ourselves
back in Poland, in the city of
Cracow....I was six-and-a-half vears
old at the time.

We entered a beautiful white build-
ing around four stories high. Ithad a
large dining hall and many individual
rooms. | did not understand the
meaning then, but [ remember the
whispers and the sighs: “This was
Sarah Schenirer's Seminary.”’

There were less than a handful of
mothers or fathers with their children.
(I was there with both my parents,
vrow.) As for the rest, there were
around two hundred orphan girls.

Sarah, perhaps they were the daughters
of your daughtiers....

I would see them and ask myself,
“How could a little girl without a
mommy smile?” And then I caught
them when they turned away...those
eves, those "sad, sad eyes,”” — there
are no other words for the look in
those eyes.

One day, my mother made conver-
sation with one such gir] — she must
have been ten years old. I was stand-
ing there when the young girl said, "'l
am here because [ know [ am Jewish.
I know I am Jewish because before my
mother left me, she said with tears,
‘Do not forget that you have a Jewish
heart’...."" That mother, Sarah, might
have been one of your Bais Yaakov girls.

The Jewish Observer/ April, 1985

Seminary in Cracow, Poland

1sit here overwhelmed and I remember
— Looking out of the window from
that beautiful white building, a serene
beauty unfelded before me. It seemed
to me that right in front of this white
house was a beautiful lake with a clus-
ter of stars beyond it. I asked my
mother, “Why is there such a tight
bunch of stars across the lake?”’ — for
the first time in my life, T beheld the
sight of a town Iit up by electricity.
Until the next dawn, it was all a won-
der. But not the next night: darkness
brought bullets, fright, terror and
lights-out to this beautiful white
house. The Polish devils weren’t
satisfied. They still wanted to bring
about ““The Final Solution.”” I
couldn’t understand then why any-
one would want to destroy these pre-
cious two hundred innocent orphan
girls, and this beautiful house.

Only years later, as a Bais Yaakov
student and teacher, did {learn of the
horror and Kiddush Hashem that your
beautiful white building had wit-
nessed, the leap to eternity by thirty-
five young girls who jumped from the
roof (the same roof that sheltered us)
in order not to be defiled by the ap-

proaching German soldiers, yimach
sh'mam.

Whilel sit here, in Madison Square
Garden, with five thousand other
Bais Yaakov talmidos (only a symbol of
the many thousands of Bais Yaakov
talmides round the warld, ken tirbenah)
— l am overwhelmed....

Thanks to you, Sarah Ineina, we can
listen to and understand a speech
with ad var Torah. Thanks to you, we
can teach a d'var Torah. Thanks to
you, we can try to live a life of Torah.
And thanks to you, thousands of our
daughters are being given the same

apportunities. You have indeed
saved Klal Yisroel.

But I am overwhelmed: for my
memory is dipped in the past, and
overflows with tears — for those or-
phan girls, for your daughters and
their children, for your white house,
symbol of hope and future.

I sit here overwhelmed, and
desperately try to pull together one
single image from the unbearable
tragedy of the past, the fulfillment of

the present, and the hope of the
future.

A glistening jewel emerges.. let me
share it with my sisters.

I'see

Tears glistening from Sarah Schenirer,

Tears of fulfillment,

Thousands of daughters under one roof,
under one banner,

Thousands, wishing to live a Torah life.

I see

Tears of sorrow,

Thousands of Bais Yaakov daughters

In Tachrichim, glowing in the light of Kid-
dush Hashen.

Isee
Sarah standing with Rachel Imeinu,
Crying for the past,
Crying for the future.

Rachel weeps for her children

And Sarah weeps for her daughters.
Oh, mothers of Israel,
Cry for your children
To be spared the trials of Gog and Magog,
Wail, for we had more than enough!
Cry, mothers, cry,
For the speedy Techiyas Hameisim
Of all your children
Crying with you. |
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We are Open
PASSOVER |
Bt thru SUCCOS

Enjoy a Traditional Atmosphere
amidst over 200 lovely rolling acres..with
delicious Glatt Kosher Meals and Excelient Accommoda-
tions. Cholov Yisroel & Glatt Meats, INDOOR POO1L-5auna-
Whirlpocl-separate swimming, a Kosher L'Mehadrin house,
a Hotel as warm and triendly and as reliable in Kashruth as
your own home. WRITE OR CALL FOR BROCHURE & RATES.

LAKE HOUSE HOTYL
NOW BOOKING 'woonmm‘-lz. N.Y. 12789

GROUP PACKAGES  {(9141434-7800 or (212)923-8600
NS T N T O SN O O D A TR N N R R R

Exclusive Caterers at the Elegant
COTILLION TERRACE
7307 18th Avenue
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Open Chupa—Glatt Kosher
Accommodations Up To 700 Persons
We also cater for all your simchas
Bris, Kiddushes, Sheva Brochas, etc.
at home, synagogue, or the hall of your choice

CALL MR. GREENFIELD 436-2112

“EZRAH
INFANT AID FUND

This is an URGENT APPEAL to aid mothers in
Eretz Yisorel who are in dire need to furnish
their newborn infants with layettes, blankets,
sweaters, etc.
In merit of this great mitzvah, may the
Al-mighty bless you in all waiks of life.

Endorsed By:

Rebetzen Rashel Krawiec
Mrs. Dora Weiss

Rebetzin Esther Shain
Mrs. Bessie Safrin — Rebitzin Baila Suzhoiz

We also furnish linens to needy kallas
Make checks payable to:

CONG. OHEL YITZCHOK

202 Hewes Street, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11211
{Tax Deductible)

Notice to Canadian ubscribers
to The Jewish Observer

Due to intolerably poor postal delivery of The Jewish
Observer to our Canadian subscribers, we are upgrad-
ing all delivery to First Class mail. We hope that this will
appreciably reduce the time between publication and
delivery in your mail box.

This will involve an increase in expense, which will
be reflected in all future subscription billings—here-
after, at $20 per year, U.S. funds, drawn ona U.5, bank
only. The JO will absorb the increased cost in regard to
all existing subscriptions.
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NOW THAT THE SUMMER [§ NEAR!

. If you. are nof yet 14 years old you have Now the greatest opportunity in
your Kfeilt

« You Now have a chante to enter a GIANT Mishnayos and Cemors
contest — The Biggest of the Year!

* The only thing you have to do is Learn!

Here is how it works:

Study -~ Understand and Memorize in Mishnayos: pevey mon aov
W ior: instead of pevey and 7w Gemora ®y¥m X323 naow - mxevyn X ). Only
then can you be crowned the KING OF MISHNA for the year

Therefore, it is advisable t begin right now - fo concentrate on
comprehension and let the summer weeks be utilized for memory —
APy,

The first test will be given a*'x on:
Thursday, August 1, 1985 — prmns e 'noava

The finalists will be tested at the MAIN RABBINICAL PUBLIC
CONTEST which will take place a=r by the gmmanmn vs on Sunday
August 18. 1985 — n-pwn wmg peae MBR none a K oRa.

1Ay Anbsn

Fot more information please call our office:
(718} 435-3305
Rabbi Psachya Rosenwasser
General Secretary

All major leading learning camps have participated in this program in
the past and pledged to support and participate in it, in the future.

Counsellors Wanted for Various Summer Camps & Day
Camps Call Cur Office av (718) 435-3305
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Second Looks at the
Jewish Scene

Any Wednesday in August. My
refrigerator is down to a container
of yogurt, a few hard boiled eggs
that are by now a month old (happy
birthday!) and various other perish-
ables {very).

Along with the virtual absence of
food, my house is characterized by
an almost total lack of reading mat-
ter. Except of course, the just-ar-
rived copy of “Whisker’s Summer
Weekly Reader.”

Ever the caring father, [ perused it
{ina particularly desperate moment}—
but only because [ want to be sure
that Shaindel is not exposed to the
wrong kind of Billy B. Frog story.

I never got to Billy B. Frog, be-
cause on page 3, I was delighted to
read that “raccoons dunk their food
in water.” Even more interesting
was the fact that there are several
theories explaining this observation.
Some scientists believe raccoons do
this to imitate the way they capture
fish and other sea life; other scient-
ists believe that raccoons wet their
food to make it easier to chew and
swallow. (Raccoons have no saliva.)
Shaindel will be fascinated.

But there is a lesson to be learned
here that is far more imnportant than
the one about raccoons. Itis alesson
about scientists, Scientists “suggest

Dr, Fryshman, a physicist, has informed us that
he s prepared to write the definitive Freatment of crea-
tignism vs, evelution just as soon as he has an “uninter-
rupled couple of months.”
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Science, Pseudoscience,
and Rocky Raccoon

Bernard Fryshman

several theories”; some propose the
“fish” explanation, other scientists
support the “saliva.” Good Science.
Because scientists are not certain.
They hypothesize, they test, they
question, and they do not issue
“absolute truths.” Even though rac-
coons are readily available (any bun-
galow colony that produces garbage
of acceptable quality is issued its
own raccoon, for example), modern
science is unable to determine the
answers to an observation as simple

as “why do raccoons dunk their
food?”

Now compare this to the work of
those scientists whose subject mat-
ter died 50 miliion years ago. {Oris it
50 billion? Numbers above 5745
confuse me.) Starting with a bone
fragment sometimes no bigger than
a thumb, scientists attribute facts
regarding size, color, shape, behavi-
or, longevity ... to the entity to
which the bone presumably be-
longed. These scientists state facts
with a definiteness and authority
thatdrowns out any questions. They
extrapolate backwards in time by a
factor of a million or so, and end up
with New York Times feature stories
on their “discoveries,”

Ido not intend at this time to open
up the entire “Creationism” vs. Evo-
lution matter, except to point out
that the challenges of the creation-
ists successfully exposed certain
claims of evolutionists, and led to

NN Zi SN

some revolutionary changes in evo-
lutionary thought.

Shaindel may never study science.
But if she does, I expect her teachers
will point out that there are scient-
ists who study the real world, and
whose statements are careful and
precise. I also hope that she will be
told to ignore the pretentious claims
of those who study an era that may
never have existed, and whose con-
clusions are not subject to verifica-
tion or test. But most important, |
trust her teachers will reinforce the
lesson Shaindel learned from birth:

for absolute truth there is only our
Torah.

MISHNA TAPES
Translated and Explained By

RABBI A.C. FEUER
Motre Than 300 Tapes Available

PESACHIM 7 Tapes 12.60
AVOS 14 Tapes 25.20
KEDUSHIN 5 Tapes 9.00
BABA KAMA 11 Tapes 19.80

Send orders and catalog request to

ZEV DACHS
MEMORIAL TAPES
5723 - 17th Ave.
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11204
Tel. (212)837-2382

MAGAZINE
SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE
Call Helga Feingold
212-927-2835
All magazines at discount prices.

Jewish publications, children’s
and computer magazines too.

EﬁNAlS
ORCHESTRA

4916 13th Ave., B'klyn, N.Y. 11219
(718)854-2911
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You are cordially invited

to participate in an

International Chain Letter
to help strengthen the great chain of Torah!

A New World International Organization is being established
to endeavor to “Be Mekayem” the Mitzvah of

Shmirat Hamikdash

This Mitzvah is related to Leviim as a “Chiyuv Hamitzvah” (absolute requirement), and to Kohanim
as a “Kiyum Hamitzvah” {non-mandatory requirement), according to the new Sefer by Hagaon Rav
Chaim Zimmerman, Agra La-Yesharim. Every Levi and Kohen who wishes to try to fulfill this
Mitzvah is invited to join the

Shmirat Hamikdash Society

We are now in the process of computerizing a fist of Leviim and Kohanim throughout the world. When we
reach a minimum of 2,000 registrants, an International Board of Directors will be established to govern
all activities of the International Shmirat Hamikdash Society, including the assignment of individual
Shmirah outside the Har Habyit complex in Jerusalem, as determined by the Halacha,

Al those interested in joining the computerized registration of Leviim and Kohanim are asked to complete
the coupon below and send to the International Agudat Anshei Eimun, sponsors of this program. Don’t
delay!

— S ey mEs aEr GEr aen i W NP g W SEPR P G D B MR G AR I D aem e WA e e mES O e e
International Agudat Anshei Eimun P.O. Box 675, Van Brunt Station, Brooklyn, N.Y, 11215

Gentlemen:
Please add my name to your Ceniral Computerized Registration of Kohanim and Leviim, | am a

O KOHEN COLEV] OYISRAEL

Name Names and Birth Dates of Children

Address

City. State,

Hebrew Name e Dafe of Birth

Father's Hebrew Name

Mother’s Hebrew Name

Your Country of Origin
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The Shmiret Hamikdash Sacliety Is a project of Agudat Anshei Eimun, a tax-exempt, non-profit organization.

Hagaon Rav Chaim Zimmerman, President Yehuda Scﬁwartz) Chairman
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with and without comment:

Don’t Shoot Until You See the
Whites of Their Lies

(or, Media: Where You Never
Have to Say “I'm Sorry”)

I

The followmyg s a direct quotation of ex-
cerpts from an editorial that appeared in
the March 28 issue of the Jerusalem
Post.

When two television crew mem-
bers of the Columbia Broadcasting
System from Beirut were killed by Is-
raeli tankfire during a search opera-
tion in South Lebanon, the CBS
moguls in New York knew precisely,
and right away, what had happened.
And without even checking with the
IDF,

They knew that it had not been sim-
ply a tragic mishap in which two of
their employees found themselves on
the wrong side in warlike confronta-
tion among Shi’ite gunmen engaged
in terrorism against Israeli soldiers.
And they knew that it had notbeen a
case in which Israeli soldiers, sensitive
to the dangers lurking at every corner
in South Lebanon, were doing what
seemed natural in the circumstances

— firing in the direction of the
terrorists.

S0, CBS News President Edward
Joyce shot off an angry message to

your business,

Join our client fist of “Success
Stories”’!

Put the secrets of dynamic advertising to work for /'

Stop wasting your ad dollars? A full service ad /
agency equals more growing power for you!

A~

1

"/ RACHAEL KRAWIEC ASSOCIATES

~A

918 Avenue M

. }

|

Br(lmklyn, NL1 L23B

Nt

|1 |mi@ 3762056 |

L AN AD AGENCY IN KNOWN BY THE COMPANIES IT KEEPS!

81 82

e p—

83 84 B85
———
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THE FINEST
SELECTION
OF

SILVER  *
JUDAICA £

at prices far less
than you’d expect

f CANDLESTICKS @ WINE CUPS ®

TORAH ORNAMENTS @ 5PICE BOXES »
AND MUCH, MUCH MQORE

BT

HECKER
SILVERSMITHS

605 Fifth Avenue (49th $t.)
New York, NY 10017
(212} 593-2424

HOME
ATTENDANTS

needed for

HOUSEKEEPING AND
PERSONAL CARE

for the

DISABLED AND
HOMEBOUND

good pay and benefits
Boro Park, Bensonhurst and
Flatbush Area
full-time live in positions only

Project OHR Inc.

(Oftfice for Homecare Referral)

1308-40th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11218
853-2700
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Premier Shimon Peres, calling for an
“immediate and energetic’” probe
into what he described as only the
latest — though ““the most wanton
and tragic’’ — instance “’of attacks by
the Israeli military against innocent
journalists in Lebanon.”’

The mind still boggles at the ar-

rogance. Mr. Joyce had settled upon

3 a convenient scapegoat to pin the
blame for his company’s independent

decision, not cleared with the IDF, to

dispatch two of his employees into a

raging battle zone to obtain pictures.

CBS's Mr. Joyce turned his earlier
charge sheet into a final verdict: The
killings had been “‘entirely unpro-
g voked.”” All that was now needed

was the facts to buttress the Verdict,
Later, News Vice President Ernest

Lejser emerged convinced that “'the
killings were not deliberate and might
simply have been a tragic error.”

This was not a full retraction.

As matters stand, CBS owes an
apology to Israel. And making it
would benefit CBS more than Israel.
(end of quote)

Bottom line: Apologies demanded
from The Jerusalem Post and company.

IL

The Israel office of the American Jewish
Committee publishes a weekly review of Is-
raell press commerts on specific topics, Its
March 17 edition featured a story called
“The Skin Test.”’

g The “Brooks Brothers” Look!

’ (13 ’..” .
: The “Barney’s” Selection!
' At 25-50% Off !
;
| Only at The Beanstalk!
% Clothing for Men and Young Men
. éﬂa
; Best Buys in Trench Coats, Blazers, Slacks, E‘?
‘ Shirts, Sweaters, Underwear, Robes, =¥
; Shippers, Sox, Belts, Ties and Jewelry. -
3 THIS MONTH'S SPECIAL:
Reversible fine leather belt with three dress
buckles FREE with 375 purchase. ($25 value)

HOURS: Sun. Tues. Wed. Thurs, 171-5
New Extended Evening Hours: Mon. Wed.
and Motzei Shabbos 7.30-10 p.m.

T ey

1314 Ave. P, Brooklyn, N.Y.
¥ (718) 627-8724

? £ £ 101 WEVER OUTGROW
the beanstalk |
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We quote excerpls:

A new controversy in Israel has ad-
ded to the already strained relations
between Israel’s secular society and
the Orthodox religious establishment.

In an editorial entitled “Cause for
Shame,”’ the Jerusalem Post noted that
Hadassah Hospital at Ein Kerem in
Jerusalem had to import skin from
Holland to save the lives of two Israeli
soldiers who had been badly burned
in the suicide car-bomb explosion
near Metulla. Hadassah ‘‘did not
have a 'skin bank’ of its own until a
year ago, when some Orthodox cir-
cles raised the objection that the bank
was being maintained in violation of
the 1980 Pathology Law,” the Post
pointed cut. *.. . because halacha for-
bids the taking of organs...such as
skin for any purpose exept pikuah
nefesh.”*

The Post editorial charges that hav-
ing to import skin graft material from
Holland is an “absurdity” and a
“moral and social outrage,”’ whichis
“only the latest illustration of the
creeping annexation of modern Israel
to the realm of halacha, and halacha
as interpreted by medievalist
exegetes.”’

The editorial in Al Hamishmar
{March 14), published by the opposi-
tion Mapam Party, states that reli-
gious oriented legislation, such as the
Pathology Law which, interfering
with the treatment of wounded Israeli
soldiers, is a sign of the spread of
““Khomeinism’” and the return of the
“Dark Ages” in Israel.

With regard to the wounded sold-
iers, Al Hamishmar argues that the
Pathology Law “"has harmed and
harms, among others, the wounded
who urgently need the transplant of
organs, just as it has ruined all Israeli
medicine. Because of this crazy law,
that has no place in a normal country,
it is impossible to provide the very ur-

*According to an article in The Long Island
Jewish World by Marvin Schick, the skin bank
in Hadassah Hospital was closed for financial
Teasons, not because of religious pressure.
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gent medical assistance to the soldiers
who suffered burns in the explosion
of the car bomb in Metulla.

On March 15, Ha'aretz joined the
major newspapers of the previous
day in denouncing the Pathology
Law and calling for its revision.

On the day that the Ha'aretz
editorial was published, that newspa-
per and others, including the ferusa-
lern Post, referred to Health Ministry
officials who denied that there had
ever been a shortage of skin for grafts.
The Post quoted the ministry’s direc-
tor general, Dan Michael, who said
that the ministry had not been con-
sulted about alack of skin to treat vic-
tims of the car bomb attack near
Metulla.

The Post also reported that the Chief
Rabbinate had issued a public state-
ment confirming that skin may be
taken from bodies without the per-
mission of the families in “"times of
disaster.”’

Apparently, there had beenno lack
of skin for grafts at major hospitals in
Israel when tragedy struck near
Metulla.

{end of quote)

Period. End of story. No further
editorials on the issue. |
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The Perfect |
BRIS ¢ KIDDUSH °» AINIK'L |

NEPHEW * OR ANY NEW BABY GIFT! |

Colorful crib-sized quilted
comforter with the 1-X
printed on the front, and a
beautiful gingham back, in
your choice of blue, pink,
or yellow. It's fully
machine-washable high-
quality polyester/cotton
blend broadcloth with a
non-allergenic polyester
filling.

Each quilt comes in its
own heavy-duty reusable
zipper bag, perfect for storage
or gift-giving.

The unique copyrighted design was especially created
in BRIGHT BOLD COLORS to brighten up a child's room

and encourage his interest and enjoyment in learning

the alef-bet.

Available in better retail stores, or direct from Epco, 96

I T R

Evergreen Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y. 11206 @

SAVE! Buy extras now to have on hand for future sim-

chas, and Epco will pay the shipping charges on any
additional pieces after the first.

RETAILERS: send your business card and a salesperson will call.

Epco 95 Evergreen Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y. 11206
Special discount for JO readers

Please send me

alef-bet blankets @534« $29.95

B o o AR

P

shipping charge 200

WHAT COLOR? 4

biue (NY.C. residents add 8.25% sales tax} .

- pink Total enclosed !

—_ yellow %

1

Name .

Address

City State Zip
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6917 New Utrecht Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11228 » Shomer Shabbos+ Open 6 Days A Week

(718) 259-1515

FAUCETS FOR
AMERICAS MOST
BEAUTIFUL HOMES

THE IKOHLER FAUCET COLLECTION

ALTERNA WOOD

ALTERNA ONYX CENTURA

BRAVURA

ANTIQUE ONYX

FLAIR Il ANTIQUE

NEW UTRECHT PLUMBING & HEATING SUPPLIES, INC,

TRITON Il 1V GEORGES BRASS TREND BURNISHED BRASS

Kohier offers the largest selection of faucets and convenience features ever, All as beautiful as they are practical. In chrome,
brass, burnished brass or 24 carat gold finishes. For every building or remodeling plan. Alterna Wood...exotic wood faucet
handtes in durable Zebrawood. Bravura...for the bold, uncluttered feeling of conternporary living, Alterna Onyx..the
exclusive elegance of natural onyx faucet handle inserts in Chocolate. Firelight, Mist, Pearl and Variegated Onyx.
Trend...beauty, economy and a choice of chrome or burnished brass finishes, Centura...sirgle control with washerless no-
leak, no-drip cartridge. in chrome or burnished brass. Triton II...attractive styling, functional handles, pieasing economy.
Antique, Antique Onyx and iV Georges Brass...for a touch of nostaigia. Flair Il...beautiful frosted-acrylic handles with solid
brass construction.
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Need We Seek the Bird's Nest?

To the Editor:

While my wife questioned the
common sense of Rabbi Finkelman’s
article “Taking Flight with A Mitz-
va” (JO, Nov. 84), I have some hala-
chic remarks to make.

Rambam (Hilchos Brachos 11:2) dis-
tinguishes between two categories
of mifzoos, one which we are obli-
gated to fulfill in any case and the
other one which we do not have to
look for; as examples of the latter,
he cites mezuza and ma‘ako {a fence on
the roof). This group of command-
ments we only have to do, if we
happen to have a house or an inha-
bited roof-top, but we do not have to
seek them.

To which category does Shilu'ach
Hakein belong?

In Chulin 139 b, the Gemora states
that there is no command to look for
a bird’s nest. I need only fulfill the
mitzoa if I have happened to see one.

But even after I have come across
a bird’s nest, there is not yet a dlear,
positive decision amongst the Pos-
kim, if T am obligated to send away
the mother bird if I do not intend to
take the little ones.

The Responsa Chavas Yair #67 (as
quoted by Pis'chei Teshuva, Yore Deah
#292) is asked if the mitzoa applies
only if he wants to take the little
birds or even if he has no intention
to take them. I would like to refer
also to the RAN in Chulin 140b.

It is not understandabie to me—
why Rabbi Finkelman has assigned
“Shilu'ach HaKein” to the first cate-
gory, when it belongs to the second.

RABBI TOVIYA LASDUN
New York City

TORAH FAITH: LT P uynaw I3
THE THRTEEN PRINCIPLES

THE CROWNING JEWEL OF THE RAMBAM’S WORKS

TORAH FAITH,
The THIRTEEN
PRINCIPLES

S31dIONIHd N33LHIHL 3HL 4

T R T el 10N

~gMITO—roUcyY -1eC-

pv RABBI ZECHARIAH FENDEL

An incisive analysis of the Thirteen
Fundamental Principles of judaism,
with relevant Holocaust narratives.

* original translation of the Rambam’s 13 -
Principles o vocalized Hebrew text »

comprehensive commentary & extensive

Appendices and Indices ¢ over 1200 lootnotes ®

thousands of sources cited » approbations of

Gedolei Yisroel @ ingisive Overview

2

Available at better bookstores, or from:

Hashkafah Pubfications, 68-61 Seifridge 5t

Forest Hills, NY 11375. {718) 261-6076.

Hard cover: 31295 Soft cover:” ¥9.95
*{sewn, for durability)

“4 Priceless Treasure! To be Read and Re-Read”

The Jewish Observer/April, 1985

The Author Responds:

No Obligation, But Meritorious

There is no question that Shiluach
HaKein is not obligatory upon one
whohas not chanced upon a nest, as
Rabbi Lasdun correctly cites (Chulin
139b). He is also correct in saying
that the question as to whether or
not one who has chanced upon a nest
is obligated to perform the mitzoa,
even if he does not desire the chil-
dren, is a subject of debate among
the poskim. (In this context, it should
be noted that Sh'eilus U Teshuvos Nishal
L'Dovid cites Mesechtes Derech Eretz Zuta
[Perek HaShalom] which seems to indi-
cate clearly that the mifzva is obliga-
tory [when chanced upon}. Rabbeinu
Yeruchom (#23), Levush (Yoreh De'ah
292:35:1) and Sheilos L' Teshuvos Beis
Ephraim (Yoreh De'ah, Responsa 66)
are also of this opinion.} All agree
that in order to fulfill the mitzva one
must fake the children.

Nowhere in my article was there
any indication contrary to what has
been stated thus far. The article did
imply, quite strongly, that though
we are not obligated to seek out a
nest to perform this mitzoa, it is cer-
tainly meritorious for one to do so.
In truth, the ma'aseh rav mentioned in
the article, that the late Satmar Rav
ot fulfilled the mifzoa twice after
being directed to nests by Rabbi
Shwarz, should be sufficient to back
this up.

However, I would like to elabo-
rate further:

Sefer Shulchan Gevoha (Yoreh De'ah
292:8, cited in Kan Tzipor] writes:

“And although the Gemora (Chulin
139b) states that one is not obligated
to search the mountains and hills to
find (a nest) and fulfill the mifzva of
Shiluach HaKein . . . {nevertheless) the
holy rav{a reference to the Arizal}, at
the cutset of Sefer Shaar HaMitzvos
and Sefer Eitz Chaim, states that this
(the Torah’s not making it obliga-
tory to search for a nest) is only so
that one who has not pursued (the
mitzva) will not incur punishment for
this; however, the neshama has not
attained shleimus (perfection) with-
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out having fulfilled all 248 positive
commandments ... and therefore
one must pursue the mitzoa of Shi-
Inach HaKein . ..

“And so the pious and men of
deed here in Jerusalem do, pursuing
{the mitzva) in mountains, hills and
villages in the darkness of night,
endangering themselves in order to
fulfill the mitzva of Shiluach HaKein.”

Kabbalistic Value

The importance which the mekubo-
lim attach to this mitzoa is based on
Tekunei Zohar (Tikun 6, pg, 23a; also
cited in Kan Tzipor), which the article
alludes to, and which states as
foliows:

“When Jews fulfill the milzoa of
Shiluach HaKein wherein the mother
bird is driven away and the children
cry as they are taken, an angel
appointed over the birds seeks merit
for his birds and says to HaKodosh
Baruch Hu, ‘Is it not written ‘His mer-
cies are upon all His works? Why
have You decreed upon this bird
that it be driven from its nest?’

46

“Each ministering angel seeks
merit for his birds, and what does
HaKadosh Baruch Hu do? He gathers
all His legions and says, "Each minis-
tering angel seeks merit for his
birds, and there is none among you
who will seek merit for My children
and for the Shechina which is in exile,
while Her nest, which is Jerusalem,
lies in ruins, and Her children are in
exile under the hands of the hard
masters of the nations of the world?
Is there no one who seeks merit and
compassion for them?’

“ At that moment, HaKadosh Baruch
Hu (kav'yochol) cries out and declares
that He will save Klal Yisroel for His
sake and for the glory of His name.
Through this, Divine compassion is
aroused for the Shechina and for her
children who are in exile.”

It is interesting to note that while
the Chasam Sofer (Orach Chaim, 100} is
of the opinion that the mitzoa is not
obligatory when one does not desire
the children, he is quoted by his stu-
dent in Sefer HaMikneh as saying that
this only applies in the Temple era
when the merit of the mitzog is not

crucial; during exile, he says, one
cannot allow the mitzva to go un-
fulfilled.

When One Does Not
Want the Children

A question has also been raised
regarding the opinion that when
one does not desire the children,
there is no obligation—does this
preclude the performance of Shiluach
HaKein simply for the mitzva’s sake?
To this, the Megilas Sefer to S'mag
(Laven ch. 150; cited in Kan Tzipor)
writes,

“I one does not desire them {the
children), then let him arouse a
desire within himself to take the
children, in order that he fulfill the
mitzva of Shiluach HaKein. Certainly
he will receive good reward and long-
evity for having fulfilled it.”

The “Common Sense” of a Mitzva

The outset of Rabbi Lasdun’s let-
ter refers to a questioning of the
“common sense” of the article. I can
only assume that he is referring to
the seemingly cruel act of sending
mother birds away from their nests,
without a sincere desire for the
children. To this I say the following:

Why do we not consider it cruel to
send a mother bird away when we do
desire her children, or to slaughter
an animal when we desire its meat?
The answer of course is that G-d
has permitted us to benefit from
creation so that we, in turn, can
serve the master of it all. If this is
one purpose, then our act is not
deemed cruel. Can the sending away
of a bird for the purpose of a mitzoa be
any worse than this? (See Chasam
Sofer, cited above, where this argu-
ment is mentioned.)

The sending away of a bird for no
apparent reason is certainly an act of
cruelty. But when done for the pur-
pose of mitzvas Shiluach HaKein, which
arouses the Divine Attribute of
Mercy for all of Klal Yisroel and
ultimately benefits all of creation,
including the mother bird and her
children, it is truly an act of kindness.

SHIMON FINKELMAN

The Jewish Observer/ April, 1985
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AT ZIMRIAH ORCHESTRAS
WE DON'T PLAY
MUSICAL CHAIRS.

Most wedding bands consist of the same men playing the same
songs under a different orchestra’s name. Zimriah, however is
not your typical orchestra. The musicians we use are the same
ones ysed on the numerous albums we have been featured on.
Albums ke Avraham Fried, The Chevra and An Oneg Shabbos,
to name but a few. The gentlemen you deat with will be those
actuatly playing at your simcha, so you know you'll be getting
exactly what was asked for...not excuses.

=lViSIAH

DRCHESTIEAS
(718) 241-3317
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Certified by Vaad Mishmeres Stam

1 Flight Up

Will Pick Up Your Mezuzos To Check

4312 - 15th Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219 (718) 851-1637
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1400 YOUNGSTERS GATHER
FOR 22nd PIRCHEI
AGUDATH ISRAEL NATIONAL
SIYUM MISHNAYOS

Over 1400 boys, varying in age from 8 to
14, from Eastern United States and Canada
gathered on Saturday night, March 16, for
the twenty-second annual Siyum Mishnayos
celebration of Pirchei Agudath lsrael, the
boys’ division of Agudath Israel of America.
Honoring youngsters who have mastered
significant sections of Mishna with translation
and by heart, it is the largest assembly of
Jewish yough where the admission ticket is
the knowledge of Torzh—Mishnayos recited
from memory.

Receiving top awards at the siyum, held at
Yeshiva Toras Emes Kaminetz in Brooklyn,
were fourteen boys who each memorized
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over 1,000 Mishnayos over the past year, as
well as eight youngsters who, in honor of
their Bar Mitzvah, completed studying the
text of all 4,190 Mishnayos in Shas, Each hono-
ree was awarded with a twenty-volume set of
Talmud.

Winner Aryeh Leib Stern, shown with Rabbi Silber-
mintz (1.), Rabbi Qelbaum, and Rabbi Keller (v.}.

0

According to Rabbi Joshua Silbermintz,
director of Pirchei Agudath Israel, children
participating in the nationwide Mishnayos B'al
Peh contests are tested by educators and Pir-
chei Agudah youth leaders in their home
communities, Those advancing to the highest
numbers of Mishnayes memorized must pass a
final examination by an eminent Torah scho-
lar. This year’s finalists were personally
examined by Rabbi Moshe Stern, Debre-
ciner Rav, with Rabbi Naftali Basch, Menahel
of Mesivta Toras Emes-Kamenitz.

The impact of the Mishnayos contests over Hhe years
ean also be measured in lerms of broadening the ambi-
Hon of a generation of buddimg Talmudic scholars.
Rabbi Silbermintz related the story of @ 21-year old
student at a major yeshiva who has just completed the
study of the entire Babylonian Talmud, a remarkabie
and awesome achievement, The young man told s
parents recently that it all started out when ke learned
63 Mishnayos for Pirchei Agudath Isracl contests in
the Midwest, and then went on to several hundred, and
then a few thousand, and saw that ke “could really do
P

Runners—up Hillel Pfeifer {r.) and Zeo If Hr'rsche)‘d.

afeb Stern,

The Siyum Mishnayos was addressed by
Rabbi Chaim Dov Keller, Rosh Yeshiva of
Telshe-Chicago. The hadran was delivered by
10-year old Yehuda Aryeh Leib Stern of New
York, the top awardee, and the haschala was
recited by Hillel Yosef Pfeiffer and Zev Wolf
Herschfeld, of Montreal.

Coleiv Yehoshua Stern, a 614-year old who
memorized most of Sefer Moed, also partici-
pated in the program. Rabbi Shimon Zweig,
chairman of the national advisory board of
Pirchei Agudath Israel, presented honorary
plaques at the event to Menachem Kofman,
Menachem Kramer, and Eliezer Parness in
recognition of their efforts on behalf of the
organization. Chairman of the evening was
Rabbi Yehuda Qelbaum, Menakel of Mesivta
R.5.R. Hirsch.

Some 600 of the boys also took part in a
Shabbos interbranch conclave sponsored in
conjunction with the siyum, where they joined
together for tefillak, Onsg Shabbos, and divrei
Torah. Addressing the youngsters at the
“mini-convention” were: Rabbi Eliezer Horo-
witz (Rav, Agudath Israel of Boro Park-14th
Avel), Rabbi Leibush Langer (Mirrer Ye-
shiva), Rabbi Eliyahu Steger {Chairman, Na-
tional Hasmodoh Contests), Rabbi Silber-
mintz, Dr. Mosy Biberfeld (Manhig Ruchni,
Pirchei Agudath Israel-14th Ave.), Rabbi
Mordechai Katz {Director, JEP), Rabbi Bo-
ruch Saks (Rav, Zeirei Agudath Israel-14th
Ave.), Rabbi Yaakov Brul] (Chofetz Chaim-
Baltimore), and Rabbi Yaakov Feiner (Tiferes
Elimelech).

Chairmen of the entire event were Sruly
David and Menachem Yosef Nathan, Avigdor
Schick chaired the Housing and Shabbos
committee, and EW David and Menachem
Kramer were chairmen of the Siyum Journal,
with Ephraim Nierenberg, Chaim Richmond
and Yitzchok Krasne as co-chairmen. Hono-
rary chairman of the event was Gershon
Nathan.
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CALIFORNIA AGUDATH
ISRAEL CONFERENCE SETS
LEGISLATIVE GOALS

LOS ANGELES—"Agudath Israel has sig-
nificantly contributed towards making Amer-
ica a stronger and better place to live,” accord-
ing to U.5. Senator Christopher Dodd (D-
Conn.). He paid this compliment to the
63-year old national Orthodox Jewish organ-
jzation at the Second Annual Legislative
Conference of the Commission on Legisla-
tion and Civic Action of Agudath Israel of
California last Sunday at the Beverly Plaza
Hotel. Addressing an overflow crowd of 150
public officials and a broad spectrum of Jew-
ish community leaders, Dodd asserted that
Protecting Freedom of Religious Choice—the
Conference theme—has been a vital ingre-
dient in America’s success: “It is not America
which has kept religion, but religious free-
dom which has kept our nation great.”

The Conference was called to mark the
first year of the California Agudath Israel
Commission’s activity, and to introduce its
1985 legislative agenda. A booklet exten-
sively outlining the current national and Cali-
fornia public policy priorities of Agudath
Israel was distributed at the Conference, and
will be mailed to every State legislator.

Sharing the podium with Senator Dodd
was Rabbi Moshe Sherer, President of Agu-
dath Israel of America. He congratulated the
California branch of Agudath Israel for their
first year’s efforts culminating with the
breakthrough Autopsy Law of 1984, which
protects the religious rights of observant
Jews in the State to protest post-mortem
procedures. The next step must be, according
toRabbi Sherer, guaranteeing the freedom of
religious choice in education, by advocating
legislation that would maximize governmen-
tal assistance to non-public school parents
and students. “Why must it be”, questioned
Rabbi Sherer, “that textbooks and transpor-
tation are freely made available to Yeshiva
day-school students throughout the country,
except in the State of California?” Rabbi
Sherer was introduced by Mr. Sol Kest, well-
known for his Jewish community involve-
ment, a Presidium-member of Agudath Israel
of California.

After attorney Moshe Zyskind, a confer-
ence chairman, greeted the rabbinical leaders
and public officials attending the Conference,
Dr. Irving Lebovics, co-chairman of the Com-
mission on Legislation and Civic Action of
Agudath Israel of California, and a Presi-
dium-member, presented the group’s 1985
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California agenda, calling for legislation to
protect Sabbath-observing employees and
students, and to support the further prosecu-
tions of those perpetrating Kosher consumer
fraud. Bills protecting the observant Jewish
community in these areas have already been
introduced in Sacramento, at the request of
Agudath Israel.

The Sunday morning program was high-
lighted by the presentation of awards to two
public officials with long records of strong
support for the Jewish community, State
Senators David Roberti, President-Pro-tem
of the Senate, and Hershel Rosenthal. They
were both instrumental in the passage of last
year'’s Autopsy Law, and have initiated the
efforts for this year’s bills, as well, along with
Assemblyman Tom Hayden. The awards
were presented by the other chairmen of the
Conference, Mr. Stanley Diller, 2 Presidium
member of the California Agudah, and Mr,
Joseph Kornwasser, both noted Orthodox
businessmen and community leaders.

Two members of the Agudath Israel Legis-
lative Commission were also honored for
their distinguished community service: Rabbi

Meyer May of Yeshiva University of Los
Angeles, and prominent attorney Bernard
Wiesel.

Closing the Conference, Rabbi Chaim
Schnur, Director of Agudath Israel of Cali-
fornia, hailed the members of the Agudah
Commission on Legislation and Civic Action,
and their Co-chairmen, Stanley Treitel and
Dr. Irving Lebovics, for their Fruitful efforts
in forging an effective coalition to help pro-
mote the continued growth of Torah Judaism
in California. “The Commission,” Rabbi
Schnur concluded, “has articulated and dem-
anstrated the profound ideology of Agudath
Israel, that the Torah outlook and approach
can be applied to every facet of contemporary
Jewish life.” The Presidium of the California
chapter of Agudath Israel was also repres-
ented by Rabbi Jacob Friedman, chairman,
and Mr. Yaakov Geldenberg.

On the morning after the legislative con-
ference, a delegation of Los Angeles Agudah
leaders accompanied Rabbi Shererin a visit to
Mayor Tom Bradley at City Hall, to acquaint
him with the new legislative goals of Agu-
dath Israel.

Formerly Kosher King

Countiry

© glatt Supervised

Whitehead Hall, Brooklyn Coliege
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VIENNA KOSHER KITCHEN
FOR REFUGEES SPONSORED
BY AGUDATH ISRAEL

VIENNA, AUSTRIA—The kosher kitchen
opened here in mid-January by the Agudath
Israel World Organization to provide the
main daily meal for 120 young Jewish refu-
gees has performed a valuable service, accord-
ing to an evaluation just completed. The
kosher kitchen is funded by the Agudath
Israel organizations of the United States,
Switzerland, Belgium and England and a local

committee of volunteer Orthodox laypersons.

An important activity of the kosher kit-
chen facility is its educational aspect, con-
ducted by a husband-and-wife team of well-
known Sefardic Torah educators. These edu-
cators were brought to Vienna by the Ameri-
can Jewish Joint Distribution Committee to
help provide Jewish cultural studies for refy-
gees who are awaiting resettlement in the
western world, which can take many months.
The youngsters remain after the afternoon
meal for several hours of Torah study.

The New York office of the Agudath lsrael
World Orgnization, working together with
the Ner Israel Yeshiva of Baltimore, of which
Rabbi Naftoli Neuberger is the executive vice

For Information and Enroliment Procedures Call

COPE

INSTITUTE

The Computer Programming Training
Center to Business and Indusitry
4419 18th Avenue
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11204

(718) 436-1700

Accredited by the Associanon of Independent Colleges & Schocls.
Licensed by the New York State Educational Department.
A Division of Agudath Israel of America

HAVE TO BE
THE BEST

BUTIT IS

NEW CLASSES
BEGIN JULY 8, 1985
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president, have overall charge of the kosher
kitchen project. In order to intensify and
strengthen the amount of Torah study pro-
vided the young refugees, a couple from the
Ner Israel Koiel of Baltimore, Rabbi and Mrs.
Shmuel Khoshkheraman came for Viennain
mid March on an extended educational mis-
sion.

For Pesach, the kitchen facility was ex-
panded to provide the refugee population
with all their food needs for each day because
of the special Passover requirements. The
two Sedarim for all the Jewish refugees here
were funded by the American Jewish Joint
Distribution Committee,

SBCO APPOINTS KRAWIECZ
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

The Board of the Southern Brocklyn Com-
munity Organization (SBCQO), a division of
Agudath Israel of America, announced that
Louis Krawiecz, formerly an officer with The
Greater New York Savings Bank, has been
appointed Executive Director of the South-
ern Brooklyn Community Organization, it
was announced by SBCCO Board Chairman
Henry Hirsch. Rabbi Jacob Lonner, hereto-
fore the agency’s Assistant Director, has
been elevated to the position of Administra-
tive Director.

Mir. Hirsch said that Mr. Krawiecz comes
to SBCO with a vast reservoir of knowledge
in financial management and extensive expe-
rience in administration, as well as a strong
personal commitment to the Jewish com-
munity,

Mr. Louis Glueck, President of SBCO
added, “As an officer in the bank, Mr. Kra-
wiecz had to deal with various types of people
with different backgrounds and needs, and
he did so in a sensitive and compassionate
manner. He also displayed 2 deep concern for
the viability of the Brooklyn community, a
quality which is of great importance in his
new position.”

Mr. Krawiecz’s appointment came as a
result of the decision of SBCO's founding
Executive Director, Rabbi Shmuel Lefkowitz,
to enter the private sector after having
served as Executive Director of SBCO since
its inception in 1977. Lefkowitz will be join-
ing the Prime Resources Group, Inc., a varied
real estate firm.

Rabbi Lonner’s promotion was based on
his vast experience, his extensive and selfless
involvement in community affairs and his
praven skills in neighborhood stabilization.
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AGUDATH ISRAEL
TO COMBAT CUTS IN
SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAMS

In reaction to provisions in President Rea-
gan’s recommended budget for fiscal year
1986, the Agudath Israel Commission on
Legislation and Civic Action announced that
it would mount a “vigorous effort” tocombat
elements of the proposal that could dramati-
cally reduce federal assistance for yeshivos.
Most adversely affected by the Administra-
tion’s newly submitted plan is the National
School Lunch Program, which provides fund-
ing and food commadities to both public and
non-public schools, enabling them to serve
kot meals to students at no cost or at reduced
prices.

As explained in a special detailed bulletin on this
subject reieased by Agudath Israel, the Lunch Program
is one of many selected programs targeted for deep cuts
by the Administration in ifs desire lo freeze overall
domestic spending in 1986 at FY 1985 levels. Con-
siderable reductions in ¢hild nutrition prograims were
already introduced four years ago, although o number
of the budget-slashing recommendations at the fime
were soundly defeated as a result of a substantial public
information effort in which Agudath Israel took an
active role. Attorneys for Agudath Israel said that
intensive achivity is being undertaken as well with
regard to the current propesals, to adoise Congressmen
and Administration officials of the concerns of the
Orthodox Jewish community as the budget process
progresses,

According to Shmuel Prager, Esq.. General
Counsel of the Agudath Israel Commission
on Legislation and Civic Action, the newly
suggested cuts would specifically eliminate
federal cash and commodity reimbursement
for students of family income above 185% of
the poverty level (i.e. above $18,870 for a
family of four). In turn, yeshivos with a high
proportion of students in this category may
be forced to drop out from the Lunch Pro-
gram entirely, thus effectively wiping out
subsidies even for still eligible lower-income
students.

Other aspects of the Administration’s plan
call for a one-year freeze on annual cost-of-
living adjustments in federal reimburse-
ments for meal programs, and the termina-
tion of U.S. Department of Agriculture ad-
ministration of Summer Food and Child
Care Food Programs in states such as New
York, which do not administer the programs
themselves.

The budget-impact advisory issued by
Agudath Israel also details the projected
effect of the proposed federal budget on
assistance provided by the U.5. Departments
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of Education and Energy. The bulletin is one Brooklyn by Chizuk, the adult outreach and
of a series of information briefs addressed to education agency of the Agudath Israel. This
needs of yeshivos and day schools through-  year's sessions, open to the public, was held
out the country published regularly by the Wednesday evening, March 27, and Mon-
Commission on Legislation of Agudath Is- day, April 1, at the Harry and Jane Fischel
rael, keeping them advised of developments  Center in Flatbush, the drop-in facility for
in government policy that affect their in-  Jewish information founded by Chizuk.

stitutions. According to Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser,
director, the seminars are geared to adults
from a variety of Jewish backgrounds, and
included talks by a panel of rabbis and educa-

tors on such topics as kashering the house-
CHIZUK HOSTS PRE-PESACH hold; permissible foods, cosmetics, and medi-
AUDIO-VISUAL SEMINAR

cines; conducting the Seder; and the underly-
A specially prepared audio-visual presen-  ing themes of the holiday. A question-and-
tation treating the multifarious aspects of answer period followed each session, and
the Passover holiday was featured at the provisions were made for participants to sell
annual pre-Pesach seminars sponsored in  their chometz at the seminars.

Justin time for Shavouth!
I N'797

Publications.Corp.
ProudlyAnnounces |

MEGlLAS RUTH

Complete in one volume
Hard Cover $1095

Moznaim Publis

4304—12th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11219
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ON PURIM BY
AGUDAH'S PROJECT STAY

A massive, broad-scale effort to reach out
to thousands of isolated elderly Jewish citi-
zens, ailing nursing home patients, and the
chronically-ill hospitalized throughout the
New York metropolitan area was organized
by Project STAY—Bnos Agudath Israel Bikur
Cholim during the recent Purim holiday sea-
son. Over 9000 senior citizens received per-
sonal greetings, shalach manos packages, and a
dose of infectious Purim spirit brought to
them by 1500 high school and women’s
seminary students recruited from Torah

WEST 80's
CO-OP FOR SALE

4% large rooms, 1'% baths, §
closets. 2nd floor of 24 hour
doorman, pre-war, well-main-
tained building. Windowed kit-
chen (needs work). New win-
dows, parquet floors. Near syna-
gogues, schools, shopping and
transportation. Maintenance $414
includeselectric. Asking $247,000,
negotiable. Principals only call
(212) 798-7240.

educational institutions by the Agudath Is-
rael volunteer-coordinating agency.

Included in the outreach campaign spon-
sored by Project STAY were several com-
munity celebrations which gathered handi-
capped shut-ins—through special transpor-
tation arrangements—together with groups
of more active seniors for programs of skits,
music, and merriment conducted by the
young volurteers,

At one such event, held in Queens, kin-
dergarten students from the North Shore
Hebrew Academy, a local yeshiva, joined
with the STAY force to entertain seniors ata
home for the aged. Girls from Be'er Hagolah
Institute, a Torah school for students from
behind the Iron Curtain, also conducted
activities specially oriented to members of
the Russian immigrant community. A pro-
gram for chronically ill children at Sloan Ket-
tering Institute in Manhattan, enhanced by
the appearance of the well known “Uncle
Moishy,” was also hosted by STAY. In all,
seventy-five hospitals and nursing homes
were visited.

According to Roni Cohen, Associate Di-
rector of Project STAY, this year’s Purim
program touched the lives of more individu-
als than ever before in the annual project.
Said Miss Cohen, “From Long Island to
Staten Island, and from Brownsville to the
Bronx, Jews who would otherwise hardly
know it's Purim were able to feel part of the
total Jewish community.”

e B BT m —b—m = - O SR N R R -

Typical of the beneficiaries of the program
were Mr. and Mrs. Schwartz (not their real
name}, an immigrant couple living in Brook-
lyn. Mr. Schwartz suffers from Alzheimer’s
Disease, and Mrs. Schwartz has had a diffi-
cult time coping with her husband’s afflic-
tion, with no children or broader family sup-
port system to fall back on. Project STAY
volunteers who recently made the couple’s
acquaintance, had begun to help them in
obtaining health aid, homemaker services,
and other assistance. It was the personal
attention, though, highlighted by Purim vis-
its and lavish shalach menos that, in the words
of Mrs. Schwartz, “made us feel that we
were just like family.”

In discussing the Purim outreach cam-
paign, Mrs. Nechama Wise, citywide coordi-
nator of Bnos Agudath Israel Bikur Cholim,
emphasized the importance of the volun-
teers’ enthusiasm as crucial to the project. "It
was their selfless work,” she said, “that was
ultimately responsible for the success of the
program.”

Among the planners of the area-wide pro-
ject were Miss Zeva Adler, case worker
involved in senior citizen programs, Miss
Rochel Leah Pomerantz of the Tele-Pal
Homebound Program, Miss Chani Schech-
ter, who organized the Queens activities,
and Miss Sarah Zabari, homebound coordi-
nator of Bnos Agudath Israel Bikur Cholim.
The overall director of Project STAY is
Rabbi Yisroel Verschleiser,

_HOTLINE
TO JERUSALEM

In time of illness, surgery or
crisis, special prayers will be
recited at the Western Wall und
ot our Yeshiva in Jerusclem.

CALL 24 HOURS
(718)871-4111
A FREE PUBLIC SERVICE OF
The American Rabbi Meir
Baal Haness Charity
KOLEL AMERICA

KADDIBH,

Mishnayoth, Yizkor & Yortzeit
observed with a minyon in our

Yeshiva Heichal Rabhi Meir
Baal Haness in Jerusalem.

CALL
(718) 871-4111

Kolel America
132 Nassuu St N.Y., N.Y. 10038
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JEWISH GROUPS CLASH
AT LEGISLATIVE HEARINGS
ON CONNECTICUT
“AGUNAH BILL"

HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT—R epresenta-
tives of Agudath Israel of America and the
American Jewish Congress engaged in a
sharp debate on March 4 during hearings
before the Judiciary Committee of the Con-
necticut Legislature on a proposed bill de-
signed to alleviate the plight of agunos—
women whose marriages have for all intents
and purposes been terminated, but whose
husbands refuse to grant them a gef so that
they will be free to remarry under Jewish
law.

The bill, introduced by Connecticut State
Representative Adele Kusnitz, would estab-
lish a procedure whereby any party to a civil
divorce proceeding who alleges that the
other party is imposing a “barrier to remar-
riage” (defined specifically to include any
barrier imposed under religious law} can
petition the court to refer the matter to an
impartial conciliator. If the conciliator proves
unable to resolve the dispute among the par-
ties, the court would be empowered to with-
hold a final judgment of civil divorce until the
barrier to remarriage has been removed.

The proposed legislation is similar, though
not identical, to a New York statute drafted
at the behest of Agudath Israel of America
and signed into law by Governor Mario
Cuomo during the summer of 1983. Agu-
dath Israel and the National jewish Commis-
sion on Law and Public Affairs (COLPA)
worked together with Representative Kus-
nitz and several local Rabbis in formulating
the language of the Connecticut bill.

At the hearing, David Zwiebel, Esq., Di-
rector of Agudath Israel of America’s Office
of Government Affairs, described the bill as
a “carefully crafted piece of legislation
[which] addresses the social problem engen-
dered by parties who seek to change the
rules in the middle of the game, who seek to
obtain the benefits of a judgment of nullity
ordissolution of marriage when, in fact, they
refuse to take the steps necessary to free
their spouses to remarry. The problem is one
that is legitimately of interest to a secular
government.”

Taking issue with the Agudath Israel at-
torney’s characterization of the bill as “plain-
ly constitutional,” Marc D. Stern, Assistant
Director of the American Jewish Congress’
Commission on Law and Social Action, ar-
gued that the bill ran afoul of the First
Amendment’s prohibition against the estab-
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lishment of religion. Although he conceded
that the purposes of the bill were noble, Mr.
Stern contended that its enactment would
constitute the achievement of a short-term
benefit at the expense of a greater long-term
harm—involving the secular state in matters
of religious practice.

The views of the American Jewish Con-
gress were echoed by representatives of the
Connecticut chapters of the National Coun-
cit of Jewish Women and the National Or-
ganization of Women. Mr. Zwiebel, on behaif
of Agudath Israel, took these organizations
to task For being “out of touch with their
own constituencies. ... it borders on cal-
lousness for these women's organizations to
invoke an absolutist view of the First Amend-
ment--a view that has been thoroughly dis-
credited by the U.5. Supreme Court-—to the
detriment of the very persons whose inter-
ests they purport to represent.”

A delegation of Orthodox and Conserva-
tive Rabbis from across the State of Connec~
ticut appeared at the hearings to support the
bill. The Judiciary Committee heard testi-
mony from Rabbi Jeffrey Feinstein (Con-
gregation Shaarei Torah, Bridgeport} and
Rabbi Israel Stein {(Congregation Rodeph
Shalom, Bridgeport), each of whom spoke of
the tragic plight of the aguns and urged the
Legislature to enact the bill as a means of
providing such women some relief from
their unfortunate predicaments. In addition,
Dennis Rapps, Esq., Executive Director of
COLPA, submitted a written statement urg-
ing the bill's passage.

‘The Judiciary Committee took no vote on
the bill at the hearing. According to Repre-
sentative Kusnitz, the matter will likely be
referred to a special subcommittee consider-
ing several modificiations to Connecticut’s

law of divorce.

Our Nursery teacher, Morzh Mindy Milworm
Our Kindergarten teacher, Morah Blimy Miller
Our Fre-1A Rebbe, Habbi Yosef Posen

PRE-SCHOOL DIVISION
DIRECTED BY REB. PEARL LEIFER
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DAY CAMF AVAILABLE FOR SUMMER
] BOYS & GIRLS AGES 3-7
TRANSPORTATION AVAILABLE FROM
FLATBUSH & BOROQ PARK
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JEP RELEASES NEW SERIES ON
THE PROPHETS

The first volume of an innovative series of
works on Nach (the Prbphets and Hagiogra-
pha) was released in March by JEP, the Jew-
ish Education Program of Agudath Israel of
America, in conjunction with the Rothman
Foundation. The first installment of the six-
part LIEMODE ULELAMADE set, on the
Book of Joshua, is authored by Rabbi Mor-
dechai Katz, Director of JEP, and an experi-
enced leader in the field of informal Torah

education and outreach to untutored masses
of Jewish children.

According to Rabbi Yosef C. Golding,
executive director of JEP, the study of Nack
has been for various reasons neglected by
many in the Jewish community, and the
result has been “an unfortunate lack of
understanding of the message of the Pro-
phets as interpreted by our Torah tradition.”
The Lilmode Lilelamade series, following the
same design as JEP's widely acclaimed books
on Chumash, Jewish law and philosophy, was
conceived to “fill the need for a work that
would appeal to readers of all ages and back-
grounds, in projecting the Torah cutlook in

yrany mnan

THE COMPREHENSIVE TEFILLAH PROGRAM

1N THE DAY SCHOOLS

THE WORLD FAMOUS

'_j.'NYc 10036/(212) 719-"1‘7"1
20 Volumes on: Torah

: Yesluvos and iised for reprmdng -_:
w1 of olitnes obt-ofeprint
_ PRICE $8.00 PER VOLUME

Have a Poster of
SARAH SCHENIRER
only $10.00, 3 for $25.00 pd.
Bezalel Jewish Art Gallery
11 Essex St., N.Y., N.Y. 10002
{212) 228-5982

the dairy

222 West 72nd Street
(212) 595-8487

Cholov Yisroel - Shomer Shabbos
Under the Supervision of K'hal Adath Jeshurun

Open for Breakfast, Luncheon and Dinner
Catering - Parties - Meetings

restaurant
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an English work through story, anecdote
and parable, juxtaposed with the interpreta-
tions and insights of the classic rabbinic
commentaries.”

The volumes includes a synopsis of each
prophetic section under review, followed by
a compendium of interpretative remarks, in
addition to supplementary visual aids. The
books are intended for the use of beginners
as well as more advanced students, and in
particular for youth leaders and individuals
involved in outreach work.

Publication of the second sefer of the new series, on
the Book of Judges, is nearing completion, and copies
will reach marketing outlets later this year. Volumes
on the Later Prophets and the Kesuvim are currently in
the production stage, and are being planned for release
over the space of the next several years.

The previous JEP seforim have been trans-
lated into French, Spanish, Russian, and the
Scandinavian languages, and have been cast
in Braille and recorded on cassettes for the
blind. The volumes are used in schools and
youth programs throughout the U.S,, parts
of Canada, South Africa, Australia, Western
Europe and Denmark.

80 PIRCHE} AGUDATH ISRAEL
LEADERS CONVENE FOR
ANNUAL SESSION

Over 80 youth directors from across the
New York metropolitan area and New Jersey
gathered March 2 in Brooklyn for the sev-
enth annual Leaders Melave Malka of Pir-
chei Agudath Israel of America, bringing
together the young men who advise the
individual chapters of the Agudath Israel
boys’ movement.

Rabbi Joshua Silbermintz, national direc-
tor of Pirchet Agudath Israel, on the expan-
sion of the movement’s activities, including
the formation of 25 new chapters in the last
two years and the broadening of participa-
tion in the organization’s Torah-learning
contests.

The gathering also heard from Dovid Ret-
ter, who spoke of the spirit of responsibility
for the k'Tal (Jewish community) as a hall-
mark of the Agudath Israel philosophy.

Chairman of the Melave Malka was Chaim
Richmond, and Eli David and Yosef Nathan
served as co-chairmen.
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CMB President, John J. Amodio looks on as Arthur
Stuart (left) receives award from Rabbi Benjamin

am What does it take to make a neigh-

WielEi ight d Rabbi Hershel Wieder o e .

bt AN ot St vl borhood banker? Someone with the
commitment of Arthur Stuart.

Masdos Sans Klausenburg, of Boro
Park, needed a loan for much needed
school expansion. So they came to
their neighborhood bank and asked
for a mortgage loan. Arthur Stuart
{CNB's Loan Officer) worked closely
with Klausenburg under tight timing,
and made the arrangements for CNB
to provide a Good Neighbor Mortgage
l.oan. Supplying the necessary dollars
to continue to provide quality educa-
tion to Boro Park children.

Art was later honored by Klausen-
burg. He's pictured above, receiving
their award.

It's this kind of neighborhood at-
tention that makes for a Neighborhood
Banker, Someone who'll go to any
length for you, because he thinks of

you as more than just a customer. He
g knows the neighborhood people and
organizations. And more importantly,
he shares its commitment to remain-
strong, stable, and prosperous.

Call (718) 436-6900 to see what a :

g Neighborhood Banker can do for you. g i
i é

g
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Or drop by our office at 5005 13th
Avenue, in the heart of Boro Park.
Whatever the reason you've come in
to see us, we’'ll do our best to come
through for you.

v

kihbbond Buck”
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MtMBER FDIC/EQUAL OPPORTUNITY LENDER

Located in the heart of Boro Park at 5005 13th Avenue, (718) 436-6900
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""-'.'='_r"-their'k'nowtedge on monthly written examinations are rewarded with @ monthly grant. - e

~__WILL WE BE PR
FOR THE TORAH €
OF TOMORRO

~ Greatness in Torah does not just happen. It needs planting, developing,‘and nurtur- .

- ‘ance. Who will be the Torah leaders of the next generation? Who wﬂl our; chsidren

- turn to?
7 Mifal Hashas is trymg to answer these questions. Over 1,800 future Torah Eummarles are

" currently dedicated to the task of learning and mastering Gantz Shas. Those who prove: :

The scholars learn: Mifal Hashas administrates. But the nurturance mustcome fromyYOU. .
“Become part of this unique YISOSCHER/ZEVULUN partnership today, and develop the -
" Torah leaders of tomorrow.
' THIS SHAVUQS, GIVE THE GIFT OF TORAH!

TELEPHONE

| would like to become 2 partner in the wonderful work of Mifal Hashas by
contributing

1 $150 permonth asaShutaf HaTorah* T $36 per month as a Mokir Torah

0 $100 per month as a Pames HaTorah O $18 per month as a Chai Supporter
o $50 per month as a Tomech Torah 0O §

*The cost of supporting one scholar

Any and all centributicns to "Mifal Hashas” are tax deductible and most sppreciated.
Mifal Hashas 3606 16th Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11204 (118) 436-7790




