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BY RACHEL SCHMIDT, R.cs.w. 

ome books speak from the head, and some from 
e heart love Is Not Enough speaks from both 

ead and heart. 
Full of wisdom and practical expertise, garnered 

om years of first-hand experience, this child-rearing 
moves methodically from birth and early years, 

ough the teen years, and concludes with young, 
middle and mature adulthood. Along the way, t.he 
major issues and concerns that challenge both par-

Nenty-four eloquent and articulate authors 
ne together in one magnificent volume to 
cuss issues and concerns relating to Jewish 
men in a contemporary world. 
These articles are at once insightful, chal
ging, thought provoking, and far-reaching in 
1tent. They discuss matters of both body and 
!I; mikvah, marriage, and gender roles; as well 
the illuminating lives of Jewish women both past and present. 
This heartfelt, thought-provoking paperback will appeal to women 
,11 ages and backgrounds. 

ow does Judaism look at "astrology" in general 
at the "zodiac" in particular? Signs of the 

is a unique new .volume that addresses this 
iguing question as it explores the powers and 
its of astrology and the zodiac - all from with
the framework of traditional Jewish sources. 

This Way Up 
Torah Essays on Spiritual Growth 
BY REBBETZIN TZIPPORAH HELLER 

You can compare spiritual development to 
climbing up a down escalator: unless you're 
moving up, you run the risk of moving down. 

Jn these remarkable essays - Rebbetzin 
Heller, noted educator, lecturer,and author -
offers penetrating insight into the art of 
"moving up" with regard to spiritual growth within 
a Torah framework. 

The author combines Torah wisdom, warmth, and 
sensitivity in a way that not only encourages spiritual 
fulfillment. .. but makes for enjoyable reading as well. 

New- from Feldheim's 
E:ducational Games Division ... 

Letter 
Getter 
JWtior Edltio11, 
This is the junior version of the 
popular board game where players 
match up letter tiles and answer 
questions to collect prize tokens. Yes, 
it's traditional rummywtth a Hebrew 
twist, and it's especially designed for youngsters, ages 3-6. 

All of Feldheim's educational games make great gifts and 
prizes. .. for any and all occasions! 
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As we go to press, we JOin Klal Yisroel in 
mourning the untimely petira (passing) of Rabbi 
Yaakov Moshe Kulefsky ?"~l, Rosh Hayeshiva of 
Yeshiva Ner Israel, Baltimore, 

An American-born ta/mid of Gedolei Roshei Yeshi
va, Rabbi Shlomo Heiman and Rabbi Reuvain Gro
zovsky n:n:i7 C'j?'U ]lUl, he was distinguished by the 
depth and breadtb of his knowledge of Talmud, and 
the infectious love and enthusiasm for its study that he 

conveyed to the talmidim of the Yeshiva during the forty-seven years thlith5 
served on its faculty, He leaves a vacuum that will not easily be filled. W~,11l~c 
to feature a more extensive appreciation in a future issue. i"l~:rall'1 , 



'q8trll1f 11;f hf:lfi'f i! 
The euthanasia movement's continued descent down the "slippery slope" of medical ethics 

"THE MORE THINGS CHANGE, THE 
MORE THEY STAY THE SAME" 

Dateline: November 29, 2000 
"Dutch Becoming First Nation to Legal
ize Assisted Suicide" 

THE NEW YOH.K TIMES 

The Dutch Parliament voted today 
to allow doctors to help end the lives 
of seriously ill patients who have 
asked to die. The bill ... would make the 
Netherlands the first country to legal
ize mercy killings and doctor-assisted 
suicide, practices that are already in 
wide use, though technically a 
crime .... Years of intense debate and 
opinion polls have shown wide support 
among the Dutch public and the med
ical profession for the bill. Dutch doc
tors have helped thousands of termi
nally ill people die during the last 
decade, usually by supplying or admin
istering lethal doses of barbiturates. 

"This will end a gray area. We don't 
want something of this importance to 
go on underground;' said Rob Jon
quiere, director of the Netherlands 
Association for Voluntary Euthanasia. 

A
few years ago, my colleague, 
Rabbi Yosef Stern, wrote on the 
topic of Jewish hospice care in 

these pages (JO, March 1998), analyz
ing the "slippery slope" of euthanasia 
and physician-assisted suicide in both 
the Netherlands and the United States. 
Clearly, the Dutch situation has only 
continued to deteriorate as their 

Moshe Borowski, ACSW, is a Cornmunity Liai
son for Metropolitan Jewish Health System, and 
has counseled terminally ill patients and their 
families as a social worker for The Jewish Hos
pice of Greater New York (a program of MJHS). 
He has also worked extensively in the fields of 
Jewish education and outreach, specializing in 
treating "at-risk" adolescents. The author wish
es to acknowledge Rabbi Shmuel Lefkowitz, 
Chairman of the Brooklyn Community Adviso
ry Board of The Jewish Hospice, for his contri
butions to this article. 
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euthanasia movement proceeds, both in 
law and in practice, to creep "above 
ground." 

And how have the "American 
friends" of this movement fared in 
recent times? just last year the torch 
was apparently passed between two 
doctors who went on trial within the 
very same week - a physician who was 
tried in a court of law, and a prof es-

sor who was judged in the court of 
public opinion. 

Dateline: April 14, 1999 
"judge 'stops' Kevorkian with jail" 

THE DETROIT NEWS 

Jack Kevorkian, who helped more 
than 130 people end theirlives ... now 
faces the specter of dying in prison for 
his cause. In what became his undo
ing, Kevorkian appeared on national 
television with a videotape of himself 
administering a lethal injection to 
Thomas Youk, 52 ... and dared the 

criminal justice system to stop him. 
Oakland County Circuit Judge Jes

sica Cooper vowed to do just that. 
"Consider yourself stopped;' she said 
before sentencing Kevorkian to 10 to 
25 years in prison. 

Dateline: April 19, 1999 
"Protesters decry hiring of Singer in rally 
on campus" 

THE DAILY PRINCETONIAN 

.... More than 100 sign-bearing pro
testers rallied Saturday against ... 
(Princeton) University bioethicist Peter 
Singer . . ... (stating) they feared his 
appointment would provide him with 
a prestigious platform from which to 
promote his views on euthanasia of the 
disabled. [He argues that parents of a 
severely disabled infant should be per
mitted to terminate its life at birth. -
M.B.] .... Aflurryofbannerscompared 
Singer to Nazi leaders and claimed he 
devalued life. Among them were signs 
proclaiming, "Kevorkian needs a cell
mate." 

Aside from the organizers, no 
university students spoke or carried 
signs. Those students who did 
attend stayed briefly .... University 
Director of Communications Justin 
Harmon said, "[The rally] ... does
n't affect the nature of the appoint
ment and certainly won't change the 
outcome." 

((Dor holeich v'dor ba, 
v'ha'aretz l'olam omedes -
Generations come and go, 

1 Over 50 years ago, Dr. Leo Alexander, chief 
medical consultant to the prosecution at the 
Nuremberg War Crimes Tribunal, provided his 
chilling analysis of the roots of the Holocaust: 
"Whatever proportions these crimes finally 
assumed, it becomes evident to all who investi
gated them that they had started from small 
beginnings, (which) at first were merely a sub
tle shift in emphasis in the basic attitude of physi-

The Jewish Observer, December 2000 



but the land remains forever" (Kohel/es 
1,4). One interpretation of Shlomo 
HaMelech's dictum is that a new gener
ation does not merely chronologically 
succeed the previous one, but often does 
so ideologically, as well. 

These words certainly ring true in our 
own times. Just last year, two men went 
on trial within the very same week - one 
in a court of law, and the other in the 
court of public opinion. While Dr. Jack 
Kevorkian was convicted and sentenced 
to jail, Dr. Peter Singer managed to retain 
his esteemed position at one of the most 
distinguished universities in this coun
try, continuing to preach that some peo
ple have more of a "right to life" than 
others. 

Although Singer has received noto
riety for his views on disabled infants, 
his list of those that are "disposable" does 
not end there. According to his philos
ophy of"preference utilitarianism" -in 
brief, promoting"the greatest good for 
the greatest number" - euthanasia 
should be an option for attending to the 
adult disabled, mentally ill, elderly and 
terminally ill, as well.' 

A few years ago, my colleague, 
Rabbi Yosef Stern, wrote on the topic 
of Jewish hospice care in these pages 
(JO, March 1998), analyzing the "slip
pery slope" of euthanasia and physi
cian-assisted suicide in general, and 
the deadly antics of Dr. Kevorkian in 

cians. It started with the acceptance of the atti
tude, basic in the euthanasia movement, that 
there is such a thing as life not worthy to be lived. 
This attitude in its early stages concerned itself 
n1ercly with the severely and chronically sick. 
Gradually, the sphere of those to be included in 
this category enlarged to encompass the social
ly unproductive, the ideologically unwanted, the 
racially unwanted and finally all non-Germans, 
But it is important to realize that the infinitely 
small wedged-in lever fron1 which this entire 
trend of 1nind received its impetus was the atti
tude toward the non-rehabilitative sick" ("Med
ical Science Under Dictatorship," New England 
Journal of Medicine, 1949, cited in the 1996 an1i
cus curiae filed by the Agudath Israel of Amer
ica in support of the petitioners against physi
cian-assisted suicide). 

2 New York Tinies, June 27 ,2000. "When the Geeks 
Get Snide: Computer Slang Scoff~ at Wetware (the 
Humans)." "(The 'cyberslang' definition of) 
'kevork' (after Dr. Jack Kevorkian) - to 'kill' some
thing, as in 'I read half the article, got bored and 
kevorked it.'" 

The Jewish Observer, December 2000 

particular. Since that ti1ne, Dr. 
Kevorkian (whose very name has 
become modern-day slang for 
"killing"' ) has finally had his "mission 
of mercy)) terminated. Unfortunate
ly, others have risen in his place and, 
in an atmosphere where education and 
academia reign supreme, apparently 
very few seem to care. 

WESTERN SOCIETY'S VIEW 

W
hile Drs. Kevorkian and 
Singer have assumed the pub
lic stage, one could argue that 

they represent a terrible extreme, which 
has little impact on our day-to-day lives. 
However, while these individuals are dis
missed by 1nany, their views serve to 
"push the envelope;' influencing society 
to a significant, though at times seem
ingly imperceptible, degree. 

Just think for a moment about the 
term "quality of life," which has practi
cally become a mantra for those who are 
seriously ill (or sometimes more accu
rately, their friends and family'). While 
Hashem has certainly implanted with
in us a natural desire for quality and ful
fillment in life, this concept may some
times be used (or abused) as a rationale 
for limiting the medical care and atten
tion that patients receive. 

How often do we hear friends or fam
ily discussing a gravely ill patient and 
reflecting, "Do me a favor- if I ever end 
up in that condition, give me an injec
tion or a pill and let me go out peace
fullY:' lf this is how some feel at the mere 
anticipation of their own frailty and 
debility, one can only imagine the judg
ments they may be making if they are 
actually attending to others who are seri
ously ill. 

Many feel that such an outlook 
stems fron1 society's stress on accom
plishment and success, which often 
defines the perceived worth of the 
individual. Once a person is no longer 
seen as a "productive 1nember of soci
ety;' it is as if their value as a human 
being has become diminished. The 
worst case scenario was articulated by 
former Colorado Governor Richard 
Lamm who, in a moment of brutal 

frankness, once exclaimed," [The elder
ly) have a duty to die and get out of the 
way ... and let the other society, our kids, 
build a reasonable life."4 

A TORAH PERSPECTIVE 

R
abbi Chaim Shmulevitz, the 
late Mirrer Rosh Hayeshiva, 
highlighted the intrinsic value 

the Torah places on simply being 
alive, even under the most difficult of 
circumstances: 

"Three people comprised 
Pharoah's special advisory council: 
Bilaam, Iyov and Yisro. When the topic 
of persecuting Kial Yisroel was raised, 
Bilaam gave his expert opinion and 
was punished by being killed in bat
tle. Iyov remained silent and was 
punished with a life of pain and suf
fering. Yisro fled and merited having 
sons who presided in the Sanhedrin" 
(Yalkut Shimoni, Shemos 1, 10). 

"To our sense of justice, this verdict 
appears inequitable. Why was Bilaam, 
the evil protagonist, given a swift and 
merciful death, while Iyov, guilty only 
of silence, was afflicted with every pain 
and torment? The very name Iyov has 
become .... synonymous (with) suffer
ing! 

"The answer is that .... our shallow 
understanding of the value of life does 
not allow us to understand Hashem's 
verdict. We have no appreciation of 
life's true essence. Were our eyes to be 
opened, we would see that Iyov's pun
ishment was by far the easier of the 
two. True, he suffered greatly, but he 
lived. Bilaam was spared suffering but 
put to death. Better a thousand times 
pain than the 'merciful' death of 
Bilaam."s 

3 Annals of Internal Medicine, May 16, 2000. "In 
Search of a Good Death: Observations of 
Patients, Families and Providers.""[Terminally ill 
patients] often rate their quality of life higher than 
observers, w-ho often do not give appropriate 
weight to patients' en1otional and spiritual 
development during the dying process:' 

4 Cited in "The 'Halachic Health Care Proxy': An 
Insurance Policy with Unique Benefits," Chaim 
Dovid Zwiebel, Esq., J(), September 1990. 

5 Reb Chaim's Discourses, Parshas Shen1os: "The 
Joy Inherent in Life Itself." 
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As Dr. Abraham S. Abraham suc
cinctly states, "Life, be it for 120 years 
or a split second, is itself of infinite 
value."6 He cites the Minchas Chinuch 
(Mitzva 34), who strongly cautions 
that the Torah does not differentiate 
between killing a child who otherwise 
might live a full life, as opposed to end
ing the life of a hundred-year-old per
son whom Eliyahu HaNavi himself tes
tifies has only a few moments left to live. 
«Even if the victim were about to die 
anyway, the killer is a murderer because 
life has been curtailed - even if by only 
a second." 

In a recent New York Times article, a 
caregiver bemoaned the additional time 

6 From the article "Euthanasia" in Medicine and 
Jewish Law, Volume I. In this piece, Dr. Abraham, 
1nedical director of Sha'arei Tzedek Hospital in 
Yerushalayim, presents a synopsis of halachos and 
hashkafos related to end of life care. He also 
briefly describes the progressive stages of termi
nal illness and their halachically prescribed 
interventions, based primarily on his under
standing of the decisions of Rabbi Moshe Fein
stein, ?"Yr and Rabbi Shlomo Zahnan Auer
bach, ?"lll. 

afforded her aunt before finally con
vincing the hospital to remove the 
patient from her respirator, stating, "It 
was five extra days of miserable life:'; 
Similar scenarios are played out across 
this country every day, vividly illustrat
ing that the Torah's perspective is not 
just different in degree, but in its view 
of the very nature of life itself. 

"Every person is obligated to pro
claim, 'Bishvili nivra ha' a lam - the 
entire universe was created solely for me' 
"(Sanhedrin 37a). As the Alter of Sla
bodka extrapolated, "The complete 
universe, and all the myriad entities it 
contains, have been created for the sake 
of each particular individual .... encom
passing even 'heavenly matters' such as 
angels and seraphim. Clearly, man is the 
most exalted of all G-d's creations."s 

7 The New York Ti111es, May 29, 2000. "At Life's 
End, Many Patients are Denied Peaceful Plan
ning;' the first article in a two-part series on 
"Planning for Death." 

8 Or Tsafun, Volu1ne 2, Sl11nuessfil l, "The Ongo
ing Renewal of Creation." 
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Each person is literally the pinnacle of 
all creation at every moment of their 
lives, regardless of age or infirmity. 

Focusing on the inherent sanctity of 
life can affect both treatment decisions 
that are made, as well as the overall spir
it and attitude in which care is provid
ed. This view may help relieve some of 
the caregiver's anxieties, and help foster 
an atmosphere of respect and compas
sion for the patient which is certainly life
enhancing and hopefully life-prolonging.' 

IS THE TORAH COMMUNITY IMMUNE? 

D
o the attitudes of society at large 
impact on our understanding of 
these fundamental truths? The 

Rambam ( Hilchos De' as 6: 1 and 6:2) is 
unflinching in his general assessment of 
societal influences: "It is human nature 
for a person to be influenced, in both 
views and actions, by his surrounding 
environment." 

It is important to note that one's per
sonal attitudes 1nay eventually, con
sciously or subconsciously, affect prac
tical decisions that need to be made. If 
caregivers, health care professionals, or 
patients themselves, feel that only"qual
ity" of life is paramount, this may have 
an impact on decisions regarding treat
ments/care that are recommended or 
sought. 10 

We must keep in mind that there are 
some very clear and definite halachic 
parameters to quality of life decisions. 

9 For further insights into the dichotomy 
between the Torah and secular views on "quali
ty of life" issues, see the chapters "Jews on the 
Career Track" and "Quality Adjusted Life Years" 
in Rabbi Yissocher Frand's Listen to Your Messages. 

JO There is halachic discussion as to whether one 
is allowed to pray for the cessation of a person's 
suffering through death. The Ran ( Nedarin1 40a) 
paskens that such a prayer is permissible. As cited 
by Rabbi J. David Bleich in "Treatment of the Ter
minally Ill" (in Bioethical Dilemmas: A Jewish Per
spective), the Chikekei Lev, I, Yoreh De' ah, no. 50, 
adds the qualification that fa1nily men1bcrs or 
caregivers are not among those pern1itted to 
express such a prayer. An aspect of this caveat is 
startling in its candor: "Those who are en10-
tionally involved, if they are permitted even such 
non-physical methods of intervention as prayer, 
may be prompted to perform an overt act which 
would have the effect of shortening life and thus 
be tantamount to euthanasia." 

The Jewish Observer, December 2000 



At the very least, we need to be vigilant 
that the active shortening of any life, 
even one burdened by extreme pain and 
suffering, is absolutely forbidden (even 
at the patient's request)." Therefore, 
"quality oflife" should never eclipse the 
importance of "equality of life" 12 by 
becoming a rationale for euthanasia or 
physician-assisted suicide, regardless of 
a patient's age, illness or disability. 

If anything, we should be giving addi
tional attention to a person in the midst 
of suffering and agony, not less. And if we 
find ourselves granting less attention to 
such an individual, let us at least not ratio
nalize and do so under the guise of being 
vigilant about the person's "quality of lire:' 

PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS 

T
here are a few basic suggestions 
that may help patients, families 
and caregivers who are grappling 

with severe illness: 

I) Research the available options for 
addressing the patient's comprehensive 

(medical, emotional and spiritual) needs. 

a) Medical. 
Aggressive treatment. Clearly, the most 
crucial question at hand is whether to 
seek further aggressive treatment for 
severely ill patients. Such decisions 
require thorough researching of avail
able medical options and their poten
tial accompanying risks, as well as 
halachic consultations when necessary. 
Some Rabbanim and Bikur Cholim soci
eties have developed strong relationships 
with local physicians and specialists, 
thereby serving as vital resources to 
patients and families in their search. 
Home care. Patients may be eligible for 
various types of home care depending 
on many factors, including their acute 
care needs and type of insurance. 
Health care staff, including registered 
nurses, social workers, therapists ( occu-

l l Iggros Moshe, Yoreh De' ah, 2:174. 
12 Taken fron1 a phrase used by Wesley J. Sn1ith 
in his book Forced Exit: The Slippery Slope fro1n 
Assisted Suicide to Legalized Murder. For the Jew
ish version of this concept, see Pesachim 25b 
regarding the fundamental tenet: "Who says your 
blood is redder than the next person's?" 

The Jewish Observer, December 2000 

pational, physical and speech) and 
home health aides are available to 
attend to patients in their own ho1ne. 
Palliative care. Pain management has 
become a growing field of late. Patients 
may be in pain and distress, either from 
their illness and/or as a result of their 
medications or treatments. Attending to 
pain needs can make a considerable dif
ference in a patient's moods, relation
ships, behavior, rehabilitation and 
recovery. 
Hospice care. If a patient reaches a stage 
in which curative treatments are unfor
tunately no longer deemed beneficial, 
hospice care (palliative care for the ter
minally ill) may be an option. Most hos
pice care is provided in the patient's 
home by an interdisciplinary team of 
health care professionals trained to 
address the comprehensive needs of 
patients and their families. 

While hospice professionals are often 
quite understanding and compassion
ate at this critical stage oflife, it is impor
tant to note that Halachic issues may be 
involved in such care. It is therefore 
advisable to confer with your Rav or 
Pasek before admitting patients to such 
a program. It is also essential that the 
family and/or their Rav speak with the 
hospice administration in advance to 
clarify whether they are willing and able 
to provide Halachically-mandated 
care. 13 

b) Emotional and Spiritual (for 
both patients and caregivers). 
Friends and volunteers. Emotional 
needs, of both patients and caregivers, 
often go overlooked in times of distress. 
Pirkei Avos (1:6) states "Knei /'cha 
chaver - Make sure to have a good 
friend." Friends and volunteers can 
make a world of difference, helping with 
issues ranging from the concrete (shop
ping, transportation, etc.) to the emo-
13 "Hospice care 1nay at times entail issues rele
vant to halacha, including medical decisions 
regarding intravenous (IV) hydration, tube 
feedings, blood transfusions and antibiotic ther
apies. There are also strict halachic limitations as 
to whether, and at what point in the illness, a Do 
Not Resuscitate (I)NR) order may or should be 
signed ... (<ind) whether a tern1inaily ill indi
vidual should be inade aware of (their) diagno
sis or prognosis." "Can Hospice have a Jewish 
lfcart?" Rabbi Yosef Stern, JO, March 1998. 

tional and spiritual. Local Bikur Cholim 
organizations can often provide volun
teers for ((friendly visits." Depending on 
the situation at hand, you may want to 
explore whether the volunteer has 
received any prior training regarding vis
iting the ill. 

It may be difficult for a layperson to 
address some of the emotional and spir
itual issues which often arise for 
patients. Knowing when to consult 
with (or make referrals to) Rabbanim 
and/or mental health professionals is 
vital. 

Evaluation & Therapy are available In the 

priva. cy•/Yo·. urhomer:t;• . . o·f. /lfuir.a e,; arotoartenter ':1 rw '} (,,i v 
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Support groups. If a patient is well 
enough to attend, support groups can 
provide a comforting forum for express
ing feelings and anxieties. 

ters and daughters-in-law), the group 
provides support, advice and informa
tion in addressing the myriad emo
tional, family and goverument entitle
ments/benefits issues which caregivers 
often face. 

should exclusively utilize professionals 
who are Torah observant, this issue is too 
broad to address in this particular 
forum. 

Support groups for caregivers of 
patients may be available as well. An 
innovative model has been created in 
Brooklyn by N'shei Cares (a division of 
Agudah Women) and Metropolitan 
Jewish Health System. Comprised of 
female caregivers (wives, adult <laugh-

Mental health professionals. Consult
ing with a mental health professional can 
often be of help when indicated. While 
there has been much discussion whether 
members of the Orthodox community 

Hospitals and home care agencies 
have social workers available. They can 
be valuable assets in providing support 
and counseling, accessing comn1unity 
resources and resolving health insurance 
issues. 
Local Rabbanim. While turning to 
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one's Rav is sometimes overlooked, it is 
important to note that Rabbanim may 
have a wealth of practical experience in 
comforting and counseling the ill and 
their families. They can also serve as 
strong advocates when dealing with gov
ernment or health care systems. 
Chaplains. Hospital and home care 
chaplains can be a source of much spir
itual and emotional comfurt, drawing on 
their vast experiences in the field. Chap
lains may also be of assistance in navi
gating hospital systems and can help with 
issues such as procuring kosher meals 
and items for Shabbos and Yorn Tov. 

Patients and families should be aware 
that chaplains may be of various 
denominations within Judaism or from 
different religions entirely. Utilizing 
these services is not mandatory in 
either hospital or home care settings. 

Consult with a competent Rav. 

E
xperience has shown that there are 
two basic reasons that a she'eilas 
chacham may be avoided in the 

realm of medical care: 
a) Some patients/families rely sole

ly on their physician to address their 
plan of care. 

This can prove problematic since 
halachic guidance may be called for. 
Even if the physician is shomer Torah 
u'mitzvos and has the best intentions, 
she' eilos sbould still be addressed to a 
competent Rav. 

Rabbi Meyer Scheinberg, Rav of 
Kehillas Orach Chaim (F!atbush, NY) and 
the Halachic Advisor for The Jewish Hos
pice of Greater New York, often elaborates 
on the subtle agendas that some physi
cians promote. When a physician calls to 
present a patient's case history and 
begins with, "Hello Rabbi, this is Dr._. 
Mrs. Schwartz's family asked me to con
sult with you. Look, she's 85 years old and 
in frail condition ... ;'the hope is that this 
information is needed to determine the 
appropriate medical/halachic protocol. At 
times, however, Rabbi Scheinberg intu
its that the physician may also be imply
ing that the patient has already "lived a 
full life;' to which he interjects, "Excuse 
me, Doctor, but let us assume for a 

The Jewish Observer, December 2000 

moment that the patient is not 85, but 
rather 25 years old. Now, please contin
ue:' The physician's personal views ide
ally should not become a factor in deter
mining the course of a patient's care.!4 

b) Anticipatory anxiety about the 
p'sak. 

While some quote the Yiddish adage, 
"Az men darf freggen, iz es treif- If you 
have to ask, then it's no good to begin 
with;' to justify their general aversion to 
asking she'eilos, a particular antipathy to 
halachic consultations may exist when 
illness or dying is raised. 

A possible explanation may be found 

!4 Interestingly, medical schools are beginning to 
realize the necessity for incorporating compas
sion into their students' repertoire of skills: 
"Whether it is out of guilt, the need to shape an 
institution's public relations image, health care 
consumer protests, or some Hippocratic 
epiphany, compassion has become medically and 
politically correct" ("Medical Schools Discover 
Value in Dispensing Compassion;' New York 
Times, August 23, 2000). We can only hope that 
such compassion does not translate into a type 
of"misplaced mercy" that eclipses the vital need 
for cultural and religious sensitivity. 

in another Yiddish phrase we repeated
ly hear: "Er zohl zich besser nischt 
mutchen - I don't want him/her to suf
fer any undue burdens." Many people 
have a fear that a Rav will require their 
loved one to be "hooked up to all sorts 
of tubes and machines:' Though one 
must empathize with such concerns, it 
is incumbent upon Torah observant 
individuals to consult a Rav competent 
to address such critical issues. 

While every situation must be con
sidered separately, there are instances in 
which a Rav may not require a family to 
implement "heroic measures" on the 
patient's behalf. And in cases where a Rav 
paskens that such procedures are required, 
family members should at least take com
fort that they are following the inunutable 
dictates of Taras Hashem, as opposed to 
whatever views (medical or social) hap
pen to be in vogue at the moment. 

As part of his ongoing staff training 
to Jewish Hospice personnel, Rabbi 
Scheinberg repeatedly stresses that the 
Rav and the physician speak before pro-

• Lowest Rates Guaranteed! • Fax & Text Message Service 
• Same-Day I Next-Day delivery nationwide • Studem Specials 

Travel Agents & Corporate Accounts Contact Josh Mehlman, President 

Discount Student Rates! 
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ceeding with (or abstaining from) pro
posed treatments, as well as the impor
tance of utilizing a Halachic Living Will. 

Advance directives 

T
erms such as living wills, health 
care proxies, Do Not Resuscitate 
(DNR) orders or Do Not Treat 

(DNT) orders, are often bandied about 
in health care. While the medical and 
halachic ramifications of these docu
ments are too broad for this article, it is 
important to know that a person's med
ical treatment may hinge on whether 
these documents have been signed, and 
what items are enumerated. 

In contrast, the Agudath Israel's 
"Halachic Living Will" has been 
designed to avoid listing specific illnesses 
or injuries and the accompanying 
desired medica] interventions - rather, 

15 See "The 'Halachic Health Care Proxy': An 
Insurance Policy with Unique Benefits," (ibid) for 
further details about the history, and advantages, 
of this important document. 

16 Based on Maggidei HaEmes, cited in "Sf as Enies 
on Pirkei Avos" (6:1) by Rabbi Yosef Stern. 

serving as a heath care proxy, it basically 
states that if any aspect of one's med
ical care entails halachic issues, the rabbi 
of their choice should be consulted." 

Avoid rationalizations 

T
o paraphrase Rav Menachem 
Mendel of Vorka, "While the 
Torah obligates us to not deceive 

others, it is an even higher level to avoid 
fooling oneself'16 An oft-heard refrain 
is, "I made the decision(s) because I did
n't want my loved one to be in any more 
pain:' What some people are really say-

*Please note: The following not-for-profit 
resources are provided for those seeking further 
concrete interventions. This list is not intended 
to be con1prehensive, and other organizations may 
exist that perform similar, or complementary, 
functions. 

The author is not in a position to evaluate or 
endorse the services (infonnation, products, 
advice and/or referrals) provided by these 
resources and bears no responsibility for anything 
they, or readers, may do. 

Medical information 

The National Institute for Aging Information Cen-
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ing is that they made their decisions 
because they could no longer stand their 
own emotional pain. Again, while one 
must empathize with the immense dis
tress that chronic, severe or terminal ill
ness has on everyone involved, decisions 
regarding medical, and particularly end 
of life, care should be based on what is 
best for the patient. 

Certainly, great self-introspection 
and intellectual honesty are often 
required to make such difficult deci
sions. A passage from the daily tefilla 
(morning prayer) may provide much 
needed encouragement at such critical 
times: ''L'olam yihei adam yirei Shamay
im beseiser u'vagalui, u'modeh al ha'emes, 
v'dover emes bilvavo -A person should 
always have 'fear of G-d' both private
ly and publicly, acknowledge the truth, 
and speak the truth in his heart." ' • 

ter, (800) 222-2225 (an affiliate of the National 
Institute for Health), can provide information 
about organizations involved with research or 
treatment of numerous illnesses. They do not pro
vide medical referrals or information about spe
cific illnesses. 

The National Network of Libraries of Medicine, 
(800) 338-7657 (an affiliate of the National Insti
tute for Health), offers a number of services, 
including: guidance in accessing medical infor
mation and articles, classes on how to conduct a 
medical search and locations of local medical 
libraries. They do not provide medical referrals or 
information about specific illnesses. 

ECI-IO-KEST National Jewish Institute for Health, 
(914) 425-9750 (Brooklyn office, (718) 859-9800), 
can provide medical referrals and other related 
resources. 

Emotional/Spiritual information and support 

Chafetz Chaim Heritage Foundation, (800) 867-
2482, has produced a number of audio and video 
tapes aimed at providing inspiration to those in 
need. They have also created a "Chazak inspira
tion line;' (718) 258-2008 (pin number 1234#), 
where pre-recorded lectures on coping with var
ious adversities can be accessed . 

Agudath Israel of America, (212) 797-9000, ext. 
34, has copies available of the Halachic Living Will 
they developed. Their National Information 
Referral Network, (212) 797-7399, can provide 
information about nationwide Bikur Cholim soci
eties and other resources. 

For further insights into researching medical arti
cles, information or referrals, please see "Six Steps 
to Help You Start Your Own Search for Medical 
Answers;' page Bl ("Marketplace" section), Wall 
Street Journal, August 11, 2000. Copies of this edi
tion, {800) 568-7625, or reprints of this article, 
(413) 592-3600, are available. 
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SANCTIIT OF LIFE Karen Shoff 

''And You Shall Live 
by Them ••• " 

Dad Survived, Thanks To Guidance From Experts In Halacha 

DNR VS. HALACHA GUIDELINES 

T
he call came in June, 1999, that 
my beloved 97-year-old father, 
who had been living in his own 

home on the East Coast, had suffered a 
massive stroke. I flew there immediately 
to find that my father was receiving 
hydration but no food. His doctor had 
determined, based on an old "do not 
resuscitate" order (DNR) that Dad had 
signed many years ago, that there was 
no reason to feed him. I was told that 
he had seven to ten days to live. No neu
rologist had been called in, no consul
tation was planned. True, Dad had 
signed a form that directed his physician 
to "withhold or withdraw treatment that 
serves only to prolong the process of my 
dying" if he was found to be in a ter
minal condition, permanently uncon
scious, or conscious but with irre
versible brain damage. But Dad's 
mental status after the stroke had been 
assumed with no consultation at all. 

Five days after the stroke, my father 
still hadn't eaten. My daughter, who lives 
in Jerusalem, called the hospital and told 
me to call Rabbi Shmuel Fuerst [ dayan 
for Agudath Israel of Illinois - NW] in 
Chicago for halachic advice. Rabbi 
Fuerst said to feed him immediately, and 
that halachically, we must give air ( oxy
gen), medication (antibiotics) and food 

Karen Shoff, MSW, MSG, LUTCF, lives in Santa 
Monica, California. 
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to patients in my father's condition. The 
family all agreed, and informed the doc
tor to start feeding Dad through a tube. 
The feeding began right before Shabbos. 

I then insisted that a neurologist be 
brought in. The family doctor questioned 

• 
Daddy is a survivor 

because we were 
blessed by being the 
recipients of halachic 
advice from qualified 
rabbis all over 
America ... and 
because our family 
listened. 

• 
the purpose, but I persevered, stating that 
I just wanted more information. The 
neurologist came into my father's room 
and said: "Sir, if you can hear me, put up 
one finger." My father's finger shot up. 

During this entire period I had many 
conversations with Rabbi Aaron Weitz 
and Rabbi Zev Weitz of Echo in Monsey. 
Echo is an international health agency that 
gives medical information and referrals. 

The Weitzes helped us choose the best 
doctors in our area. We were fortunate 
that Dad had Medicare and a supplement 
so that we could choose any doctor or 
hospital he needed. 

AFTER THE HOSPITAL: WHERE NEXTl 

T
he next issue to face was where 
Dad would go following his hos
pitalization. Having spent years 

as a social worker and gerontologist, as 
well as a long-term-care insurance 
agent, I was well informed about nurs
ing homes, and I recognized home care, 
where possible, as a preferred alterna
tive. In addition, I had read a relevant 
article by Joel Schwartz in the January 
1998 issue of the Association of Ortho
dox Jewish Scientists Newsletter based on 
a lecture by Rabbi Barry Freundel. He 
maintained that in view of the Torah's 
command that children honor and 
respect parents, home care is superior 
to nursing homes since there is an inher
ent loss of honor and respect in insti
tutional living. Rather than remove their 
parent ftom their home, children should 
endeavor to engage qualified caregivers. 
The parents should cover the costs if 
they have the money. Children who are 
in a position to help may consider the 
expenditure as charity. 

To be sure, not all people can be 
cared for in their own home, and for 
many reasons have to be in a facility. 
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''Ethics" are suddenly back in 
style. In a society virtually 
devoid of objective moral 

standards, the sudden popularity of 
"ethics" is almost funny. Almost. 
The average lay-person is probably 
unaware of the raging debate taking 
place in the pages of medical jour
nals. As an avid amateur reader of 
both medical journals and halachic 
responsa, I have followed with mor
bid fascination the wrestling match 
taking place. Doctors, lawyers, and 
economists are grappling with the 
issues of life and death: to treat or 
not to treat? And when? At what 
expense? 

Enter the ethicists: medical 
ethicists, bioethicists, legal ethicists, 
cultural ethicists. "Medical Ethics" 
has become a catchword for a sys
tem of assumptions intended to jus
tify algorithms tor rationing health 

Mrs. Lipman is the daughter of Karen Shoff, 
author of the article, ''.And You Shall Live by 
Them." 
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Yet the comfort, attention and dignity 
that ideally exist at home can never be 
duplicated. 

My father could not be cared for in 
his own home, as it was 3,000 miles from 
me, and I was the family member best 
suited to supervise his very complicat
ed care. So with the enthusiastic sup
port of my husband, Allan, we decided 
to bring him to our home in Santa Mon
ica, California. Our home is large, we 
have a bedroom downstairs, my office 
is at home, and I felt confident that it 
could be done. The hospital staff, doc
tors, nurses and administration - all 
tried to convince me that it was an 
unreachable dream. Luckily, my siblings 
let me go ahead with my plans and 
helped arrange for his trip to Califor
nia. I began to interview caretakers and 
make plans. 

On August 8, 1999, my husband, 
Allan, and I stood eagerly at Santa Mon
ica airport waiting for Dad to arrive on 
a private hospital Lear Jet. Suddenly the 
plane zoomed across the runway. I was 
thrilled! The ambulance was there to 

care. 1 

This is not the place to discuss the 
passionate arguments on the issue, 
or the Torah response to them. 
What is important to note, though, is 
that patients can fall victim to the 
ideology of their doctors... an ideol
ogy which may be far, far removed 
from Torah and hafacha. Even 
worse, patients may be sacrificed to 
simple economic greed. 

Ethical Murder 
Perhaps I shouldn't have been so 

surprised, then, by the terrifying 
drama that recently unfolded. My 
grandfather suffered a stroke, and 
was hospitalized - unmoving, and 
unable to speak. 

"Stunned" does not begin to 
express my reaction to what was 
happening at his bedside. I 
answered the phone. "The doctor 
keeps saying he won't make it. .. 
he's too old ... they don't want to put 
in a feeding tube ... the doctor says 
it's unethical [unethical!] to try and 

meet the plane. It taxied in, and out 
stepped two pilots, two nurses, and my 
father's personal caretaker, Bob, who 
flew out to help train our staff. I peeked 
in and there was Dad, laying on his gur
ney, squeezed into an area right under 
the ceiling of the plane. The nurse said 
he had had an excellent flight, much 
better than they had anticipated. When 
Dad arrived at our home, the visiting 
nurse, the newly hired caregiver, and 
Bob all worked for many hours to set 
up his plan of care. 

AT HOME IN SANTA MONICA 

D 
ad had round-the-dock care, as 
well as speech and physical 
therapy. Allan shopped for 

supplies and medications several times 
a week. After his stroke, Dad had the 
flu, pneumonia, infections in his tube, 
a tube replacement, and a hernia oper
ation. In spite of these trials, in Feb
ruary he was better than he had been 
since the stroke over nine months 
before. He spoke clearly and carried on 

"Ethics. £th1c 

keep him alive:' 
Gevalt! 
Panicked she'eifos; calls to family; 

calls to friends. Some unavoidable 
offending of the doctor. The feeding 
tube was put into place, baruch 
Hashem. From that point on, he 
became more alert and communica
tive; squeezing hands, lifting fingers 
in response, and opening his eyes. 

Then I got another call; "Grandpa 
is talking" - talking! - "His discharge 
is being planned:' I haven't forgotten 
the previous week. I think again, 
Gevatn Murder! There is no other 
word tor it. Only days ago, his doc
tor would have starved him to death 
("ethically" of course). 
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an intelligent conversation. He showed 
love and concern for the family and his 
caregivers. He sometimes forgot his 
limitations, but was philosophical 
about it when we explained it to him. 
For example, when he asked about get -
ting back his driver's license and we 
explained that he couldn't, he said, 
"Well, I haven't driven much lately any
way"! He was happiest when he had 
visitors who love him, and when he 
could speak with them and hear all 
about their lives. We and our caregivers 
all derived great satisfaction and joy 
from his progress. 

This all cost Dad about $10,000 a 
month, and his remaining assets were 
rapidly being used up. Unfortunately, 
he was too old to qualify for a good, 
long-term-care insurance policy with 
good home-care benefits when these 
policies became available. 

I have learned from my many years 
as a social worker that most people are 
happiest in their own home where the 
surroundings are familiar to them. 
Additionally, many children of aging 

uerywhere ... " 
Sarah Lipman 

Torah is our Defense 
Where is the outcry? We need to 

publicize in our own circles the 
da as Torah on end-of-life issues 
(life support, and the like). We.need 
to know when to ask she eilos, 
when to challenge medical opinion. 
We must be prepared to defend 
ourselves and our famifies in· the 
face of the devaluation of human life 
in the society around us.2 

In addition, the Torah approach to 
illn.ess. and vulnerability deserves 
attention. l believe that the popular 
bioethical debate is simply a reflec
tion of natural fears of helplessness 
and dying. Why not address these 
fears? Why not admit our 
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parents may not have the ability to have 
a very ill parent live with them for many 
good reasons. So, the best solution is 
to prepare to be in one's own home 
with excellent paid caregivers The 
burden on one's spouse and children 
when they do the care themselves 
often leads to illness as well as severe 
emotional strain. 

PLANNING AHEAD 

0 
ne can take steps to make sure 
that should home care be 
required, it will be financially 

feasible. I highly recommend that peo
ple in their so's and 60's take out long
term-care insurance policies. This will 
protect their own assets, and provide the 
ability to pay for high quality care at 
home, if necessary. At the same time, 
it assures them that they won't become 
an unbearable burden to their family at 
some future time. 

It has been recommend that everyone 
prepare a Halachic Living Will1, listing 
the name of a rabbi or rabbis to be called 

dependence on Divine support? 
Why not work on building our 
emuna and bitachon, strengthening 
our knowledge that whatever 
Hashem does is for the best? 

B'Rosh Hashana yikaseivun; 
u'v'Yom Tzom Kippur 
yeichaseimun ... mi yichye, u'mi 
yamus. Human beings have no 
right to play G-d, to decide wh.o 
deserves to live, who to die. It is not 
within the abilities of man to 
determine the natural life span of 
ahy person with accuracy, as has 
been proven countless times. 

It behooves us to remember that 
the mandate ofa doctor is to heal 
the patient to the best of his ability. 
Treatments rationed by cost-effec, 
liveness as proven in studies of 
quality-adjusted life-years saved 
have no place in halacha. Human 
life has intrinsic value; Let us all 
indeed cry out! And let us follow the 
guidance of our rabbanim as teach 
us the da'as Torah, which is 

in the event of a life-threatening crisis. 
Daddy was a survivor because we 

were blessed by being the recipients of 
halachic advice from qualified rabbis all 
over America ... and because our family 
listened. We thank the Almighty for 
blessing our efforts and those of our 
physicians and care-givers. 

Addendum 

Late in May of 2000, eleven months 
post-stroke, Dad rn> passed away. 
Those months caring for him 

were precious to my family and all of our 
caretakers and doctors. We saw his 
amazing courage and will to live. He 
affected us all with his love and his kind
ness in the face of adversity. I have peace 
of mind knowing that we followed the 
guidelines of halacha and made my 
father as comfortable as possible during 
his last year. • 

1 These are available through Agudath Israel of 
America (212-797-9000) and the Rabbinical 
Council of America (212-807-7888). 

ultimately our only defense. • 

I "As intteasingly more expensive treat
ments become available, physicians have 
to think beyond the individual patient. The 
easy decision is always to treat. That is no 
decision at all. Doctors who deal with 
patients likely to die have a duty to con
sider the ethical element of distri1iutive jus
tice when deciding treatment, because the 
reality of health care is that if one patient 
is treated, another is denied it. And in those 
decisions, age must be a factor .... Why not 
just think more carefully about which 
elderly patients' penicillin is given?" Alice 
C. is poor evidence against age-based 
rationing, Lancet 1999; 353:677-678 
2 "We cannot assume that the American 
legal system will protect us in any given 
situation. "The biased language of the 
appeals courts evinces little respect for the 
vulnerability and dependency of the 
dying.. . . The. Second Circuit Court of 
Appeals ... went on to emphasize that the 
state is more than legal jargon. It serves as 
a chilling reminder of the low priority 
given to the dying when it comes to state 
resources and protection." Competent 
Care for the Dying Instead of Physician• 
Assisted Suicide, New England Journal of 
Medicine, January 2, 1997 
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SANCTIIT OF LIFE 

• 

• 

He doesn't know who I am. 

Or who anybody else is. 

And yet he trusts 

That all he needs 

will be provided. 

He greets each day 

With joy, 

Delighted 

With each Tasty morsel 

Or lively tune 

That comes his way. 

He is my father 

With severe Alzheimer's, 

But still able 

To teach me so much ... 

Mrs. Goetz, a published poet and author, lives 
in Baltimore. 

Ls ting 
• mpress1ons 

1By 1Bracha {;oet:i: 

... Alzheimers reminds us 

what no one wants to face. 

All our thoughts and memories 

will someday be erased. 

Alzheimer·s reminds us 

Even our minds are gifts on loan, 

So when we leave. all that we take 

Are our mitzvos, alone. 

AGEMACH 
LoANFuNo ... 
••• In memory of a loved one 

merits them #eternal 
pleasantness and light to the 

soul In Gan Eden.· 
(Chafetz Chaim} 

7b establish a perpetual Memorial or 
Honorary Fund at one of our 18 

branches across Eretz Ylsn>el, contact: 

OZER DALIM 
n1•rr ·n~JJ 

1301 Avenue K, 
Brooklyn, NY 11230 
(718) 434-2228 

''1 wish I could 

speak to a 

frum therapist 

on the phone 

without giving 

my name.'' 

You can! Just: call 
The Yitti Leibel 

Helpline. 
HOUJ,tS: 

Monday-Friday ............................. 8am -12pm 
Monday-Thursday ....................... 8pm -11 pm 
Sunday ..................... 9am -12pm, 9pm -llpm 
Extra hours Sat. night.. ... 7pm - 9pm 

»2.' 718··. HEJ,P-NOW 
'\~ (718) 435-7669 
Chicago .................... (800) HELP-023 
Lakewood ..................... (732) 363-1010 
Cleveland ...................... (888) 209-8079 
Baltimore ...................... (410) 578-1111 
Detroit .......................... (877) 435-7611 

For addiction problems call our addiction 
therapist, Wednesdays I 1:30pm to 1:30am 

Oz:l!flJaHm 
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Rabbi Yitzchok Alster 

RABBI YITZCHAK HUTNER 

A Talmid's Reflections 

The following vignettes and insights were excerpted from a longer manuscript composed by Rabbi Yitzchok Alster. They are being 
published for the first time, in commemoration of the Rosh Yeshivas 20th Yahrzeit - 20 Kislev, 5741. 

T
his article does not presun1e to be 
a biography or comprehensive 
appreciation of the late Rosh 

Hayeshiva of Mesivta Chaim Berlin-Kol
le! Gur Arye (Brooklyn) and Yeshiva 
Pachad Yitzchak (Yerushalayim). He was 
a gifted, multifaceted gaon, leader, 
teacher) and mentor - a true gadol be 
Yisroel- and each talmid established his 
own unique relationship with him. 
'fhese reminiscences reflect my experi
ences, but will undoubtedly strike res
onant chords with other talmidim, and 
provide the rest of the readership with 
a glimpse into the greatness of a singu
lar Torah personality of the previous 
generation. 

ROSH YESHIVA ... AND REBBI 

H
is memory evokes two pic
tures. One, the Rosh Yeshiva -
the stern, demanding, piercing 

look, inculcating us with a serious and 
dedicated attitude in all our endeavors 

Rabbi Alster, formerly associated with the Yeshi
va Gedola of Pittsburgh, is Rosh Kolle! of Kollcl 
Chaverim in Brooklyn. 
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toward avodas Hashe1n (Divine service). 
Nothing short of excellence - whether 
in learning, in davening, or in our 
hashkafas hachaim, our weltanschauung 
and personality development - would 
do. We sat with awe and reverence in his 
presence. 

His shiuriln and niaamarim were 
more than just works of genius. They 
were the products of relentless a1neilus 
baTorah (diligence). The maamarim, 
later codified in his magnum opus 
Pachad Yitzchak, have achieved world
wide recognition as an authoritative 
source for hashkafa umachshava, illu
minating major aspects of Torah phi
losophy and ideology. 

Yet, he had time for us and for all the 
minutiae of our lives and our specific 
needs. It could not have been just a 
remarkable memory that made it pos
sible for him to recall things we told him, 
even when we had long forgotten them. 
He cared. 

Thus did the other picture emerge -
that of"Rebbi;' the look oflove and sim
cha radiating from his face, the appre
ciation for every machshava of Torah, for 

every talmid searching for the truth. 
Even the slightest movement of a talmid 
in the direction of avodas Hashem was 
significant. One sensed his personal joy 
upon learning of a talmid's improve
ment in all areas. He was there to share 
it with us. He wanted to know about our 
shteiging. "Nothing is unimportant;' he 
scolded a talmid, who had not informed 
him of an event the talmid had deemed 
unworthy of sharing. C'1l'N- 01'l1 (·nv~; 

~"~) "There is nothing of value or 
importance, are the words of the 
wicked. To us," he said "everything is 
in1portant:' 

The Mashgiach Ruchani of a large 
yeshiva admonished a kollel yungerman, 
"Why did you leave our yeshiva? Why 
did you find it so important to transfer 
to Kolle! Gur Aryeh?" 

The talmid answered, "Do you know 
the name of my wife? Do you know how 
many children I have?" 

The Mashgiach replied in the nega
tive. "Well," the talmid continued, "Rav 
Hutner knows the name of my wife, how 
many children I have, their names, and 
asks regularly about them:' 
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A ta/mid recalled, "He never tried to 
impose a midda (attribute) or a 
mehalech (approach) upon me that was 
not true to my nature. He sought only 
to bring out the best in me, and high
light the talents and abilities I possessed. 
nmN 'W~r.i - 'From within me I will be 
enlightened:" 

"Where are you calling from?""What 
did you do yesterday?" "What did _ 
say to you when you told him _?" 
"How did you spend your Shabbos?" -
constant curiosity concerning the life 
and times of the ta/mid. 

AHAVAAND YIRA 

Two pictures. The Rosh Yeshiva and 
"Rebbi." The Rosh Yeshiva - everyone's 
Rosh Yeshiva." Rebbt - my Rav. The Rosh 
Yeshiva- the stern and demanding look 
The object of yira, awe. "Rebbt' - the 
look oflove and simcha, emitting ahava 
and devotion. 

In reality, one picture. en 1?.»N :lj?V"'l 

.1:1)) 7\il TmNl 01!17\il 1711N- cYmN ~"'1' "And 
Yaakov was complete, dwelling in the 
tents." Chazal explain that Yaakov 
dwelled in the Yeshiva of Shem and Ever, 
in the tents of Torah. Chazal also inter
pret "tents" to represent the tent of Avra
ham, archetype of ahava, and the tent 
ofYitzchak, archetype of yira. Through 
Torah excellence, ahava and yira 
become one. 

He taught that ahava and yira, the 
two most basic human traits, stem 
from two opposing kochos hanefesh, 
fundamental human instincts: ahava 
derives from l'11'P'l?>!:lnn, expansiveness; 
yira derives from ci::tr.l::t, introversion. 
The interplay of ahava and yira figures 
prominently in so many aspects of the 
Rosh Yeshiva's teachings: in Hashem's 
governing of the cosmos; on the 
human level, in the Rosh Yeshiva's per
sonality, as well as in his dealings with 
talmidim. We, the talmidim, respond
ed accordingly - in our personal avo
das Hashem, as well as in our response 
to the Rosh Yeshiva's involvement in our 
lives. 

Ahava and yira have commonality 
just as to see and be seen have com
monality: (~ i'U'lM). ,,,..,,., N'r.>11 ntn>. 
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Ahava is induced when I see G-d; yira 
is our response to His ability to see me. 
Both were accomplished at the akeida: 
Avraham with his ahavas Hashem (love 
of G-d) and Yitzchak with his yiras 
Hashem (fear of G-d), marching togeth
er to accomplish the ratzon Hashem (will 
of G-d). Ahavas Hashem draws us dose 
to Hashem; Yiras Hashem causes one to 
step back, out of fear. In reward for the 
akeida (Avraham's willingness to sacri
fice Yitzchak), their progeny was given 
the Beis Hamikdash, where we are 
afforded the opportunity to see G-d (in 
reward for ahava) while we are seen by 
G-d (in reward for yira). 

• 
A hava and yira 

merge in the Torah 
personality, for Torah is 
the force that rules the 
emotions and instincts 
by which man can 
achieve peace with 
himself and with his 
world. 

• 
Outwardly, the Rosh Yeshiva always 

presented the picture of exuberance and 
vitality, projecting an expansive and 
extraverted personality. He had to lead 
a yeshiva, nurture talmidim, and resur
rect Torah on these shores. 

Yet essentially, he was a private per
son. He never spoke about himself. He 
immediately detoured any conversation 
that related to him personally. 

His c1~a~n n::>, inwardness and 
supreme control, was evident from his 
maamarim. He never brought in extra
neous commentaries or issues not ger
mane to the basic principle and central 
point of the maamar. The maamar 
focused only on what the talmid had to 
hear - not what the Rav had to say. 
When he came to the focal point of the 

maamar, he would often say ]Vtml wr.inr.i 

PITT "This we must be aware of." 
He dealt with the individual in the 

same way. By virtue of his sharp insight 
into the depths of the talmid's psyche, 
he decided what was beneficial for the 
ta/mid to hear, and what was better 
unsaid. Not surprisingly, Rabbi Yaakov 
Kamenetzky ':>"~t called him "the 
mechanech of our generation." 

The maamarwas a testimony to the 
principle of C""M!:IP np:ia1 Tl!lP n?lr.> "He 
withheld two measures for every mea
sure revealed." His middos of ahava and 
yira instructed ours; both ahavas and 
yiras Hashem, and ahavas and yiras 
Harav. What he withheld from us 
inspired yira. What he revealed to us 
inspired ahava. How privileged we felt 
at having a Rebbi that revealed so much 
to us over the years! The Sifrei Pachad 
Yitzchak contain only a pittance of the 
Divrei Torah that we heard from him. 
And we felt even more privileged for 
having had a Rebbi whom we did not 
really know, and could not know, 
because of his towering greatness. 

His ahava for us was tempered by 
01:m~, control. Only what was right for 
us to hear - only what could have the 
proper effect on our neshamos. His 
Ol~r.>:i, inwardness and search for priva
cy, was tempered by passionate love for 
his talmidim, wanting to reveal to them 
the secrets of their neshamos, so that they 
would understand, achieve, and grow in 
their greatness. 

Ahava and yira merge in the Torah 
personality, for Torah is the force that 
rules the emotions and instincts by 
which man can achieve peace with him
self and with his world. One picture -
Rosh Yeshiva and Rebbi. 

MAAMORIM 

H 
e was known for his clear and 
lucid exposition of the most 
difficult passages of Halacha 

and Aggada. 
"What is the uniqueness of Agga

da?" asked a student. 
"Chazal defined it," he replied. 01': 

Tin? - D7lvn n"i11 iol'U' "r.l:l 1"Tii? n:sii nnN 

111lN"If you wish to recognize the One 
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Rabbi Hutner with Rabbi Moshe Feinstein and Rabbi Yitzchak Ruderman J"st 

who created the world - then learn 
Aggada." 

The times demanded a renewed 
discovery of the One Who created the 
world. The uniqueness of Aggada, 
however, does not exempt it from the 
rules that apply to halacha. The same 
intellectual honesty and objectivity 
employed in halacha must be applied 
to Aggada. Divrei Torah ha' omdim 
berumo shel olam, concerning the 
most basic middos and mitzvos) can
not be defined by subjective inter
pretations. One must not view Chaz
al and their ideas exclusively through 
the narrow prism of personal expe
rience. 

Torah learning is all-encompass
ing. Through Divrei Torah one arrives 
at kiyum hamitzvos - not vice versa. 
Only by way of a thorough under
standing of halacha and Aggada can 
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one achieve success 1n avodas 
Hashem. 

He spoke of avodas Hashem, rather 
than employ cliches and more worn 
expressions) i.e. frumkeit, religious. 
(He despised the term "religious" in 
reference to Yiddishkeit - "Torah is 
not a religion.") Indeed, Pachad 
Yitzchak is replete with references to 
('avoda." 

Some would question, "What is the 
le'ma'aseh - the applied lesson - to be 
derived from his maamorim?" The 
answer: there is no need for a le'
ma' aseh - a moral or a lesson) just as 
there is no need for a le'ma'aseh when 
learning a K'tzos or a Sha'agas Aryeh. 
Divrei Torah stand on their own 
merit. 

In addition, ><>:ir.i ;1r.i'mv ;1r.i'.m 7n> 
n-vvr:> ')"'f')i;, - "Great is Talmud for it 
leads to mitzvos." The Aggada portion 

of Talmud is the closest precursor of 
kiyum hamitzvos, especially Chovos 
Halevavos and De'os, i.e. ahava, yira) 
as explained in the preface to each 
volume of Pachad Yitzchak. Mo'ach 
(mind), lev (heart) and guf (body) 
comprise the human makeup. Tal
mud, accomplished with mind, facil
itates mitzvos, accomplished with 
body, as well as Chovos Halevovos, 
performed with the heart. The path 
from mind to heart is more direct 
than the path from mind to body. In 
the broader sense, the lema' as eh of 
learning Torah is the forging of the 
Torah personality- creating talmidei 
chachamim. 

It was the Rosh Hayeshiva's 
strength that he produced both shi
urim and maamorim. A true gadol 
b'Torah is proficient in both chelkei 
ha Torah, both realms of Torah study 
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At his daughter's wedding 

- halacha and Aggada. 
He shunned pshetlach or drush 

(clever expositions or homiletics) to 
illuminate the p'shat of a pasuk ( cor
rect interpretation of a verse) or a 
Chazal. Rather he delved into the 
amkus (depths), employing mo'ach 
vanefesh - mind and soul - to arrive at 
p'shat. The Chazon Ish wrote, "Ein 
devarim kallim baTorah - Torah is 
never simple:' Only through amkus- in
depth study - does one succeed in dis
tilling the p'shat and essence of Torah. 
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The Rarnbam writes: "It is 
more precious to me to teach the 
basics and foundations of our 
emuna than any other teach
ings." These words must have 
influenced the Rosh Yeshiva pro
foundly. Perhaps more than any
thing, he taught the basic concepts 
of ernuna, of Hilchos De'os 
V'chovos Halevovos- the obliga
tions of the mind and of the heart, 
the yesodei hadas (fundamentals 
of Judaism). "This is a basic;' 
"This we must know," punctuat
ed many a rnaarnar (treatise). 

He once described the 
ma'amorim: nu1w7:i "11l'Dl i~:iun7 

n7ll 7111, explaining hidden 
secrets of the Torah in the ter-
minology of nigla, the revealed 

portions of the Torah. This was said 
privately. Publicly he shied away from 
the term 1Tl'Dl in favor of ni1nn T11'1''l!l. 
He never mentions the Zahar or the 
writings of the Ariza[ in any of his 
sefarirn. He would say j7Pl' ii7 1'N 

l111Tin 7>< 100 ><7~10:> - mmPl:l "We do 
not delve into hidden wisdom;' and 
"Do not seek what is beyond you:' He 
would not expound on hidden depths 
of Torah that could not be explained 
in rational terms. 

But how he uplifted us with con-

. . . ~ 
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cepts, at once so basic, and at the same 
time so lofty! 

More than once, he publicly asked, 
"If the previous generations, who 
were on a far higher level than our gen
eration, did not delve into these 
depths, how dare we?" 

His answer: "Normally, people walk. 
But if a stream is in the way, a person 
must leap to reach his destination. 
Because our generation is so feeble 
compared to previous generations, 
and because of today's titanic obstacles 
to a Torah life, we cannot merely walk. 
We must leap, not to drown. We must 
reach for vistas previously considered 
attainable only by the privileged few." 

On another occasion, he said, "The 
average person can eat regular food. 
Two kinds of people diet on delicate 
foods - kings and the ill. Our genera
tion, compared to previous genera
tions, is ailing. In times gone by, only 
royalty dined on delicate and hoiche 
(lofty) divrei Torah, but today we are 
all in the need of the stimulation and 
spiritual uplift that these divrei Torah 
provide." 

The yesodos and the sodas - the 
basics and the mystical - make up the 
Torah diet of a generation devoid of 
the kedusha vetahara -the holiness and 
purity- that had been the hallmark of 
the Jewish marketplace in the Old 
World, but were a rarity in the New 
World ... even in the Jewish home. 

He set down strict conditions for 
probing these realms of thought. He 
scorned those who claimed proficien
cy in this area of chachma (wisdom) 
without supportive expertise in 
halacha (Shas). "Anyone who claims to 
comprehend 'Ein od rnilvado' (the 
secrets of Hashem's unity) without 
being a baki b'Shas (fluent in the 
entirety of the Talmud) is not being 
honest." 

A TORAH-BASED PRIDE 

B
esides being an extraordinarily 
effective Rav and teacher, he was 
also a successful doctor: He 

cured hunchbacks. When he came to 
America, the image of a talmid 
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chacha1n \vas an eingeboigene Yid, a 
bent-over Jew. The talmid chacham had 
to bow to the views of the baalhabos, 
the layman - the president of the shul, 
the Board of Directors of the yeshiva. 
The Rosh Yeshiva inspired his talmidim 
to walk with their heads high, proud 
of the sense of dignity with which he 
had imbued them, bowing to no one 
except Hakadosh Baruch Hu. The 
hunchbacks were cured. 

'i1 ''.J1i::l l:::i7 il::l.'.l'l - "His heart was 
proud following the path of Hashem" 
- was a pasuk often quoted by the Rosh 
Yeshiva. Meeting difficult challenges to 
avodas Hashem courageously and suc
cessfully are products of ga'ava d'ke
dusha, a pride grounded in sanctity 
(Ramban, Vayakhel). He taught that 
ga'ava d'kedusha is not inconsistent 
with anivus- hun1ility. On the contrary, 
it proves it. C'l)l.1 ll'O'V' ''V!:IJ 77nnn ·;i:::i 

inr.i1:»1 "My soul takes pride in G-d, the 
humble will hear and rejoice." nmn-rn:i 
11:n!Ji1::l C''i'no - a character trait proves 
its viability when the person who pos
sesses it is capable of expressing its 
antithesis. That is why the humble 
rejoices when his pride e1nerges, for 
then his humility is redeemed and val
idated. One who is incapable of pride 
and exaltation is not an anav, but a 
shafal - a lowly person of trite charac
ter. He corroborated this premise with 
a Haga' as Maimanis that states that a 
spendthrift cannot fulfill the command 
to give tzeddaka in an optimal fashion. 
He is not employing daas- intelligence 
- in performance of the tnitzva, just his 
natural profligate impulses. A mitzva 
without daas, he would declare, is like 
a body without a nesha111a. 

Daas - the vital ingredient in all 
human endeavor - was the strand that 
ran through his entire lifestyle, consis
tently incorporating ceaseless pearls of 
eitza us'vuna, wise counsel and deep 
thought. He abhorred shallowness and 
superficiality. 

Tracht! Lebedik! ... Eingebaken in die 
bainer ("Think,""Lively," "Baked into the 
bones") - these were some of his 
favorite words. Hiskashrus (bond) to 
Torah was of essence: Is Torah part of me? 
How much of it is "baked into me"? 
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MANHIG 

W
hen eleven Roshei Yeshi
va issued a proclama
tion in 1956 forbid

ding participation in any rabbinic 
or synagogue group that includ
ed Conservative and Reform Rab
bis, he sent a message to a certain 
Rosh Yeshiva, pleading with him to 
take a stand on the issue, and to 
state openly whether he supports 
the "psak:' When asked, "Would
n't it be better if he remains neu
tral on the matter, rather than risk 
his opposing the issur?" he replied, 
"It is better, even if he opposes our 
p'sak. Then, at least, his talmidim 
will be following daas Torah, the 
view of their Rebbe. By being neu-
tral, he reinforces their error that they 
can do whatever they choose; that each 
man can forn1ulate his own daas Torah." 

When it comes to Torah there is no 
Swiss neutrality. Everything is addressed 
by Torah. 

Creation of a World Council of Syn
agogues was vehemently opposed by the 
gedolim. A leading figure advocating this 
"great show of Jewish unity;' remarked 
that gedoli1n can also 1nake a n1istake. 
The Rosh Yeshiva's response: "Sure, so 
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can Einstein. But I would like to see you 
catch his mistake:' (An answer to some
one who was obviously not trained in 
emunas chachamim.) 

PSYCHOWGY 

S
tudy of psychology was very pop
ular in my yeshiva days. Many 
bachurim sat through college 

courses without suspecting the inherent 
kefira (denial of Torah belief) in Freud 
- fatal fallacies, notwithstanding the 
many truths that psychology possesses. 
Freud did to the human mind what Dar
win did to the human body: He reduced 
it to animal status. Freud's kefira, since 
it relates to the mind and the neshama 
of a person, is more insidious. 

The Rosh Yeshiva once related how a 
bachur had remarked to him, "I am frus
trated:' as if frustration were a solution 
to problem situations. The Rosh Yeshi
va was lenient, but only if the trans
gressor at least "had a guilty con
science." Now that psychology had 
taught that feeling" nebach frustrated" 
is a valid excuse for unacceptable con
duct, a person's sense of guilt, his pangs 
of conscience, would also soon disap
pear. 

While ridiculing the pitfalls of psy
chology, he understood well and 
empathized with the frustrations and 
bouts with depression that plagued 
some bachurim. On Rosh Hashana, 
between Shacharis and Mussaf, he once 
told a ta/mid to go to the dormitory: 
''There is a bachur in his room who is 
very depressed. See what you can do for 
him." 
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The bachur replied, "But Rebbe, it's 
Rosh Hashana. What will be with my 
davening?" 

The Rosh Yeshiva looked him in the 
eye and commented, "It is too bad that 
the satisfied don't know how the hun
gry feel:' 

OF GREATNESS AND COMMONALITY 

A
gadol is not of a different species 
from the common Jew, as is often 
the case among secular leaders, 

who are isolated from the lifestyle of the 
common man. A gadol is the common 
Jew, magnified and exalted, who has suc
ceeded in fulfilling all the potential for 
greatness that every"common" Jew pos
sesses. Pashtus (simplicity) is not the 
opposite of gad/us - katnus (small
mindedness) is. 

Shma Yisroel is taught to the Jewish 
child before he understands the mean
ing of the words, so that his kabollas oh! 
malchus Shamayim (declaring sub
servience to G-d) of later years will be 
based not on intellectual understanding 
alone but foremost on the instinctive 
inclination of the Jewish soul - a force 
that stands higher than the intellect -
emuna p'shuta. 

On Hoshana Rabha, this lesson was 
brought home. We would all sit in the 
succa with him and recite the entire Sefer 
Tehillim. In the midst of all the deep and 
lofty Divrei Torah of the entire Yorn Tov, 
one night was dedicated to a poshute 
Yid's mode of expression. 

The Rosh Yeshiva once said, "He who 

is incapable of pouring out his heart in 
a kapitel Tehillim lacks a connection to 
Kial Yisroel." Sefer Tehillim, composed by 
David Hamelech - whose "heart is the 
composite of all Jewish hearts" (Ram
bam) - contains the composite expres
sions of all Jewish hearts. 

FOCUS ON MAN, 
THE CREATURE OF INTELLIGENCE 

AJove all - Think! He admonished 
bachurim whom he saw carrying 

sefer with them to learn on the 
bus: "What is the matter? Is your head 
so empty? Don't you have anything to 
think about in learning, that you always 
need a sefer with you?" One's mind 
should always be working. (Today, he 
would probably compliment a bachur 
for having a sefer on the bus.) 

"What do you do first seder?" he 
asked a bachur. 

"I learn Mesechta Gittin." 
"What do you do second seder?" 
"I learn Mesechta Babba Kama." 
"And third seder?" 
"I learn Mesechta Shabbos." 
"I see that you learn a lot, but tell me, 

when do you think?" 
Of significance to him was a bachur 

who, troubled by Reb Akiva Eiger's 
kashye, couldn't sleep. 

In one of his Chanuka maamorim, he 
observed that only the first of the thir
teen Berachos of Request in Shemoneh 
Esrei begins with a statement of fact, 
"You grant man wisdom and teach him 
understanding ... ;• unlike all the other 
berachos, which commence with the 
actual request. This is because one 
need not arouse the flow of wisdom with 
a supplication; intellectual stimulation 
flows in a steady stream of hash pa' a from 
Hashem ... whereas all other benefits are 
bestowed on mankind only intermit
tently. Daas is a constant; all other needs 
are variable. Therefore their bestowal 
depends on being aroused through 
bakasha and tefilla. 

In a Chanuka maamar (intended for 
a group that included some who attend
ed college in the evenings), he explained 
that the ikar, the main purpose of the 
world and its most prominent feature, 
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is the human intel
lect: All was created 
for Adam; and what 
is Adam, if not a 
creature of dis
criminating intelli
gence, an intelli
gence that 
distinguishes him 
from the rest of cre
ation? The talmid With Rabbi Yisroe/ Gustman 7"::H 
must consciously 
make all other areas of knowledge sec
ondary to Torah. If he does not con
sciously relegate secular studies to a posi
tion of lesser importance, by default they 
become primary, for everything the 
mind touches is automatically primary. 

With all his stress on daas, he placed 
even greater emphasis on an instinctive 
approach to emuna than on an intel
lectual, scholarly approach. Emuna 
should derive from within the person, 
not from outside influences and proofs. 
He told a talmid, "You need proofs? You 
were there. You saw Mattan Torah your
self. Since when does one require proof 
for what he himself experienced?" 

Drawing the talmid closer he added, 
"If it were possible to dissect the heart 
of a Jew, what would you find? - Pure 
emuna. 

,, 

His gaonus (genius) baTorah was 
matched only by his ameilus baTorah 
and his lebedikeit (vitality) in learning. 
As a bachur in Slobodka, he would stay 
up mishmar night (Thursday), learn 
straight through Erev Shabbos, and not 
sleep until Friday evening. 

One of his chavrusos in Chevron 
related that they had learned Mesechta 
Mikva' os together. As dawn approached, 
he yawned, and the Rosh Yeshiva 
admonished him: A yawn in the mid
dle of Mikva' os? Over a half a century 
later, this chavrusa visited the Rosh Yeshi
va in a hospital in Jerusalem, and 
reminded him that they learned Mik
va' os together, and he had yawned. The 
Rosh Yeshiva, stricken by a severe stroke, 
and in a quasi-conscious state, inter
rupted him, "Agenetz(yawn) in the mid
dle of Mikva' os?" 

We, as talmidim, had occasion to see 
him often after staying up the entire 
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evening, i.e., Lail Pesach, Lail Shavuos, 
Simchas Torah, never to see him yawn. 

His powers of concentration were 
extraordinary. He sometimes sat for 
eight hours engrossed in thought. 

A WONDROUS VITALITY ... 
AND DISCIPLINE 

H
is aura of ra' ananus, frishkeit
the ability to rejuvenate con
stantly-was awe-inspiring. He 

• 
With all his stress 

on daas, he 
placed even greater 
emphasis on an 
instinctive approach 
to emuna than on an 
intellectual, scholarly 
approach. 

• 
related that the Chassidic master, Reb 
Simcha Bunim of P'shis' che, claimed 
that his Rebbe earned the title" Der Yid 
Hakadosh" because every day, he was 
transformed anew from a gentile into 
a Yid. (He was constantly involved in 
converting that which was not yet 
refined into the ultimate level of 
eidelkeit.) The Rosh Yeshiva was con
stantly transforming the stale into the 
fresh. Because he accomplished this in 

himself, he was able 
to elicit this in others. 
In his presence one 
was never farshlofen, 
lethargic. 

By setting such an 
example of self-disci
pline and control, he 
was able to transmit 
self-discipline to oth
ers. Once, during a 
shiur, a talrnid tripped 

and almost fell, and a few talmidim 
could not help but laugh. The Rosh 
Yeshiva closed the Gernora and left the 
room. The talmidim naturally felt bad 
about the incident, and sent a repre
sentative to the Rosh Yeshiva to ask his 
forgiveness, and explain the cause of the 
laughter. The Rosh Yeshiva opened to the 
pasuk in Daniel that states: °"'1:J>W O'\VlN'' 

prni'm- '"V'1"'1'!ll "l'mn >id? "llM - Men, 
if they are men, should be capable of 
controlling themselves from laughing. 

We saw him laughing, but never 
uncontrollably. His laughter, the 
expression of simchas hachaim (joie de 
vivre) and sirncha sh el mitzva (joy of 
mitzva) filled our lives. As Rabbi Avig
dor Miller said recently, "When he 
walked in, the room filled with ora ves
imcha. When he laughed, the whole 
world lit up and laughed with him!' 

Rabbi Yisroel Gustman 7"~l men
tioned, "I visited with him or spoke by 
phone every Erev Shabbos. No matter 
how I felt when I entered, I emerged 
b'simcha." 

A man so vibrant, so exuberant and 
full of life; yet so controlled and pru
dent. Once he went to be mevaker 
choleh (visit) an ailing Rosh Yeshiva . 
During the entire trip, the Rosh Yeshi
va was in a quiet, pensive mood and, 
uncharacteristically, did not utter a 
word. Upon entering the home, his 
mood changed radically. He told amus
ing anecdotes, keeping the family in 
stitches. The Rosh Yeshiva mimicked a 
conversation at a conference of Rab
banim and Rebbe'im from different 
countries in Europe, whose delegates 
spoke different dialects of Yiddish. They 
could not understand one another, and 
the resulting "Tower of Babel" scenario 
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was hilarious. 
On the trip home, the Rosh Yeshiva 

returned to his somber mood, absorbed 
by his thoughts. 

LEV OF TORAH 

W
e saw him laugh and we saw 
him cry. In both, we saw a 
man of heart and passion. 

The Rosh Yeshiva experienced great 
nissim (miracles) during the hijacking 
in 1970,1 when the hostages were 
marched from one location to another 
amidst the shelling and bombings of the 
Jordanian-Palestinian war. 

At one point during the Purim Mesi
ba (gathering) the following year, his 
eyes filled with tears when he recalled: 
"There were times this past year that I 
would have given away everything to be 
zocheh to sit together with just one of 
you. Now that we were zocheh to such 
a yeshua, and the Aibishter hot geholfen 
that I can sit with all of you, how great 
is the simcha! Undoubtedly, the yeshua 
came about in the zechus of former 
Mesibos Purim (gatherings)." 

'Whenever he mentioned the words 
i1rn1::i7 T'nv ilnN WN:n ilmi1 t.n-o "With fire 
did you destroy the Beis Hamikdash, and 
with fire will you rebuild it," his eyes 
filled with tears. 

He sometimes delivered words of 

Historic 
Landmark 

introduction before comn1encing with 
the Pesach Seder. Once he mentioned 
that we should approach the Seder with 
an attitude of gratitude that [there but 
for the grace of G-d go I] "if not for what 
the Seder represents, vos far fetteh goyim 
volten mir alleh geven - what bloated 
heathens we would all be!" Once he 
mentioned that we must bear in mind 
the Jews of Russia who cannot have a 
seder before we begin our own. (This 
occurred long before the Soviet Jewry 
movements.) 

When he stood by the bima with the 
Sifrei Torah during the tefilla of" Lam
natze'ach" before the blowing of the sho
far, his weeping and wailing pierced the 
soul. 

The last Rosh Hashana of his life, he 
walked to the bima before the onset of 
tekias shofar, and announced: "There are 
difficult times approaching Am Yisroel 
Let us, therefore, bind ourselves to the 
Torah, with our letzte kochos, our last 
ounces of strength, so that we should be 
remembered for the good by Avinu She
bashan1ayim." 

T
hese words, these experiences, 
these teachings, these images -
they all molded us, gave us goals 

to strive for and the means to achieve 
them. 

And they continue to mold us. • 
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PRIMA DONNA 

W
hy are so many artists among 
the most selfish people in the 
world? The petulant behavior 

of rock stars is legion. The solitary 
painter locked in his garret creating his 
masterpiece with 
uneaten meals 
piling up around 

Yaakov Asher Sinclair 

Chanuka Ruminations 

it? More. Why do we give their behav
ior our tacit approval? 

Many an artist thinks he's like G-d. 
An artist starts off with a blank piece of 
paper and creates a universe. In his 
mind, being an artist is the closest thing 
there is to creatio ex nihilo - creation 

• 

erally wrote the book on . , poet -
ics) dramatics and severa!··:pttIW artistic 
disciplines. Why was it th~'-<'fi«eks who 
epitomize Art more than an{other? 

him is a well
worn cliche. Bad 
temper and 
tantrums are not 
only tolerated, 
but may be a 
yardstick of tal
ent. 

The wellspring of the ~~t!.Of Greece 
lies not in their geograpll.idllocation 
nor their demographic Qr raci\l),.make

up; ltfomes from 
a 1ve~~e 1~p the 
Torall!.''May G-d 
elitei#l':Ye(es, but 

In the Greek view of the world, G-d is not •;)~ _··· ~:~-~~- ~~ 
the center of the world. Man is the cent~r1 •• ;#:1 ,s!f~ Ber~liii. 

Man's intellect, his ability to perceive G-;;;J· ' i1~-;~' 2Jl· .:r~ .. \.';I. • \\TM ,t!f~hRo 

"defines" G-d' s "limits." What I can't ~~t~~,;; .::_.;.~}~~;~~~~!~~,Tlii•~ :··~. 
The maestro 

throwing down 
his baton and 

doesn't exist. \., ····>·:21~;;.r•• 1•:blessin~ ofl>eauc;i/ 

walking off the 
rehearsal stage 
after reducing the 15-year old Korean 
first violin to tears is a predictable scene 
in the life of many a symphony orches
tra. 

Behaving like a prima donna (liter
ally the "first lady" of the opera) has 
found its way into the vernacular indi
cating arrogance and highhandedness. 

Why are artists so unbearably selfish? 
And why do we let them get away with 
Rabbi Sinclair, formerly of London, is a 1naggid 
shiurin Yeshiva Ohr Somayach in Jerusalem. His 
"All Roads Lead to Rome" was teatured in JO Jan. 
'99. The above article was first published in Sea
sons of the Moon, Ohr Somayach Publications, 
edited by Rabbi Moshe Ne,vman. 
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• 
from nothing. The universe of the 
artist is entirely at the whim of its cre
ator. He can draw and he can erase. He 
can form and he can fold. He can cre
ate and he can destroy worlds. The sky 
can be blue - or gray. The next note 
could go up or down, and who says that 
all this has to be the way it is? Me. The 
artist. 

TRUTH AND BEAUTY 

I
f there's one nation in the world that 
symbolizes Art with a capital A, it's 
Ancient Greece. The Greeks quite lit-

,,~; :~::~:;~:;:;~~~':-;'''.""'~;·.:·::~;::~~:h~~~-:_:·,:;;: ... 2::·~,;:~: 
----~,,~~61fmtfoif~-·fu~t~~ 

Yefes will "dwell 
in the tents of Shem." Why did Noach 
stipulate that Yefes would be blessed with 
a beauty provided "that he will dwell in 
the tents of Shem"? 

Yefes comes from the same root in 
Hebrew as yaffe, "beautiful." Yefes's 
fourth son was Yavan; Yavan is the 
Hebrew name for Greece. 

The Jewish People are the descen
dants of Shem. Shem means "name:' In 
the Holy Tongue, the name of some
thing defines its essence. In all other lan
guages, a name is functional. Meanings 
of words evolve so society can operate. 
If I order a steak in a restaurant and the 

31 



waiter brings n1e a screwdriver, the 
restaurant is not designed for great 
things. In all other languages, names are 
functional - but they do not define 
essence. In the Holy Tongue, the name 
of something is essential - its connec
tion to its spiritual root. 

Yefes, Beauty, Art, finds its correct 
place in the scheme of things when it 
"dwells in the tents of Shem," when it 
expresses essence, when it reveals the 
truth of existence. Truth is Beauty, but 
Beauty may not be true. For when Yefes 
leaves the tents of Torah, when he 
leaves the world of essence, of Shem, 
and focuses on himself, then art 
becomes narcissistic, corrupt and cor
rupting. 

SEVENTY SEALED ROOMS 

S
everal key events that epitomize 
the relationship between 
Jerusalem and Athens, between 

Shem and Yefes, take place in the 
months of Kislev and Teves. The festi
val of Chanuka, which starts on the 
25th of Kislev and finishes in the first 
days of Teves, is the most conspicuous. 
A few days later, however, there is a day 
of sadness for the Jewish People, which 
reveals another side to the symbiotic 
relationship between Shem and Yefes. 

On the eighth of Teves, three days 
of spiritual darkness descended on the 

world when King Ptolemy took seventy 
great Torah sages, locked them in sep
arate cubicles and ordered them to 
translate the 1brah into Greek. The lion 
that had been roaming free was locked 
in a cage. The Torah, the blueprint of 
all existence, was caged in a foreign 
tongue. It became just another book on 
a shelf. Now the nations of the world 
could come and say, "Oh yes, we 
know your Torah. We have it on the 
shelves of our university library. It's 
over there in the philosophy/reli
gion/new age section." 

What was the symbolism of putting 
the sages of Israel into separate cubi
cles? A cubicle is like a tent. When 
Ptolemy the Greek took the sages of 
Israel and locked them into separate 
cubicles, it signified Shem being made 
to sit in the "tent" ofYefes. When the 
1brah was translated into Greek, it was 
as though it were made to sit in the 
halls of academia, the tent ofYefes, no 
different from any other book. Essence 
was made to serve form. 'I'he internal 
world was made the servant of the 
external. The world was turned upside 
down. 

ART FOR G-D'S SAKE 

T
here would be a religious art 
from the Greeks and the 
descendants of Greece. There 

How can 
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would be a Donatello, a Michaelan
gelo, a Bach, a Handel. But religion 
would only serve art - not the 
reverse. Religion would be the pay
master of the artist and even become 
the source of his raw material - but 
G-d would no longer be the focus of 
his striving. Man would not be serv
ing G-d anymore. G-d would be 
made to serve man. 1'hat was what 
Ptolemy the Greek was doing when 
he locked the sages of Israel into 
cubicles. The natural order was 
reversed. 

In the Greek view of the world, G
d is not the center of the world. Man 
is the center. Man's intellect, his abil
ity to perceive G-d "defines" G-d's 
"limits." What I can't think doesn't 
exist. 

THE BEAUTY OF TRUTH 

The Jewish People, the descen
dants of Shem, proclaim to the 
world that the mind does not 

contain nor restrain G-d. G-d does not 
sit in the tent of man. 

The Jewish definition of beauty is 
that which reveals essence. It is that 
which hints to a reality beyond the hol
low circle of the mind of man. 

The word for ugly in Hebrew is 
achur, which has another meaning -
opaque. Anything that obscures the 
inside is ugly, however beautiful it 
might appear to be. Nothing can be 
truly beautiful unless it expresses 
essence. In Hebrew, the word for face 
is panim, which is spelled identically 
to the word p'nim, which means inside. 
The face is the only part of the human 
being where you can see the inside of 
a person, where you can see the intel
lect dominating the physical. 

Truth, with a capital "T," is beyond 
the mind of man. When we look at the 
beauty of this world, it whispers to us 
that there is a transcendent existence 
- an ultimate Truth. The true artist 
takes the awe of existence and turns it 
into notes, into paint, into words. Art 
is not a world where man may rule as 
a tyrant. Art is but the most moving 
reflection of the world beyond. m 

·------··---~--~ 
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The Gift of Speech by Rabbi Shimon 
Finkelman, ArtScroll/Mesorah Publica
tions, 2000 hardcover $19.99, soft cover 
$16.99 

I 
recall a story I once read, that when 
the Chafetz Chaim published his 
magnum opus on the laws of /ashon 

hara, someone complained that the 
book was making it impossible for peo
ple to have a normal conversation. 
Everything suddenly came under the 
scrutiny of halacha. The sage is reput
ed to have answered that, on the con
trary, it was only with his compendium 
in hand that people could really begin 
to talk. Now they would know what was 
permitted and could talk to their hearts' 
content. 

Whether the story is true or not, I do 
not know. But it certainly did not work 
that way in my succa this year. I had 
innocently brought along the book, The 
Gift of Speech, in order to share some of 
its inspiring vignettes with family and 
guests. I had also thought that it would 
prove interesting to read son1e of the 
real-life scenarios that are used to 
demonstrate the application of the var
ious halachos, and to test ourselves on 
how knowledgeable we were. And then 
it happened. Conversation began to flag 
as tin1e and again we found ourselves 

Rabbi Moshe Eisemann, a Rebbc in Yeshiva Ner 
Israel of Balti1norc, is author of the translation 
and co1nmentary of the ArtScroll/Mesorah 
Yecl1ezkel, lJivrci Haya111in1, and lyov, as ,vcJl as 
other books under private label, including The 
Mad1zor Cornpanion and Lighting up the 1Vig/1t. 
He is a frequent contributor to these pages. 
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A SUMMONS 
TO GllEATNESS 

A Review Article by· 
Rabbi Jlf oshe Eisernann 

becoming aware that what could be con
sidered "Kosher" was certainly not 
"Glatt Kosher;' and uncomfortably 
often, was "treif' as "treif' can be. 

So we had nothing to say. 
And that set me to wondering about 

the thought-world that we inhabit. If we 
exclude actual "talking in learning" or 
Parasha analysis and the like, we seem 
incapable of being thought-provoking, 
witty, or informative without teetering 
dangerously on the brink of the for
bidden. Our habits of thought seem 
embarrassingly limiting. Too often they 
draw on another's discomfiture, our own 
superiority, or any and all of the dozens 
of categories that this wonderful, 
refreshing little book pillories with 
such grace and clarity. 

And that brought me to a new 
insight, which alone would make the 
price for the book worthwhile. The lit
tle bits oflaw and lore that populate it, 
the minutiae of halacha that seem con
stantly to get in our way, the constant 
prodding that forces upon us awareness 
of what we are saying, have a task greater 
and far more encompassing than just the 
laws of permitted speech. They summon 
us to greatness. They insist on dragging 
us out of our pettiness like so many fish, 
with hooks fixed firmly in their lips, 
being inexorably drawn out of the 
co1nfortabl e and fan1iliar n1ilieu in 
which they love to cavort, into a world 
that is not their own. 

This book, gently but firmly, sends us 
a message. It is unpleasant to hear.And 
it is this: <'If you want to be a decent Jew, 

you have to change. You have to change 
profoundly and meaningfully. You have 
to clean out your mouth, and you can
not clean out your mouth without 
cleaning out your mind. You have to 
learn to be sparkling and scintillating in 
your conversation while drawing upon 
your very own resources. You have to 
think profoundly enough, experience in 
sufficiently bright colors, analyze with 
a degree of acuity, to make what you 
have to say interesting and compelling. 
You have to in short grow up. 

T
he Gift of Speech is truly a gift. Rabbi 
Shimon Finkelman in consultation 
with the Mesorah magicians has 

come up with a formula that captivates 
as it castigates. It is non-threatening and, 
once you have absorbed the lessons it has 
to teach, makes you happy to be an 

Jl.85. 
• MAXIMIZE YOl!R C!l!lD's PolliNTIAL 
• PRIVATli SESSIONS AVAILABLE ON All 

GRADE LEVELS IN HEBREW AND f~IJSH 
• lEA~NI~ IN A FUN ATMOS1'1/E1/E 
• CLASSES GIVEN AFTffl SCN<XJJ. 
• SEPAi/Alii CLASSES FOii GIRLS Ii Bo'tS 

For More Information 
Call Mrs. Schonfeld 

(718) 376-5545 
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Personal responsibility throughout service - NOT JUST "PAPERWORK" 

ORIGINATOR OF THE PRESENT RABBINICALLY APPROVED METHOD 
Highly recommended by Gedolai Hador- Here and in Eretz Yisrael 

104J-42nd Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219 
Day &N'ight phone: (718) 851-8925 

JVP'T.lN1~T.lNj7 ))l"j7 - J'"l~ 1Nl l'11T.l~)) '1l~ 
Kavod Haniftar with Mesiras Nefesh and compassion for the bereaved family. 

TAHARAS HANIFTAR SHOULD NEVER BE COMMERCIALIZED 

We are now accepting 
9TH GRADE 

APPLICATIONS 
for September 2001 

i"l"'K we will be occupying our 
newly renovated campus located in the heart 

of suburban Cherry Hill, New jersey 

l HE MESIVTA OFFERS AN ASPIRING BEN TORAH 
A CHINUCH THAT WILL: 

• Stimulate critical thinking in all areas 
of learning 

• Foster vibrant Rebbe-Talmid 
interaction 

• Provide a warm and nurturing 
learning environment 

• Promote the development of Middos 
Tovos as an imperative for growth as 
a Ben Torah 

• Enrich the Talmid's appreciation of 
the beauty and timelessness of Torah 

THE MESIVTA'S COMPREHENSIVE GENERAL STUDIES PROGRAM 
IS UNDER THE GUIDANCE Of THE NOTED EDUCATOR 

DR. LEON HYMOVITZ 
• Dormitory facilities available 

ehrlicher Yid. It teaches its lessons by 
telling ordinary ever-day stories in which 
the characters seem vaguely familiar 
until we realize with a start that it is our
selves whom we are looking in the face. 

The book, as Rabbi Finkelman him
self makes clear, cannot stand on its 
own, it is not a complete Hilchos Lashon 
Hara, and therein lies a lot of its charm. 
We know that in order to master all the 
laws, we need to either learn Chafetz 
Chaim in the original or make use of one 
of the wonderful learning aids which 
have over the past few years begun to 
proliferate. This book allows us to be a 
little less stern in our efforts. We can 
browse, we can skip around and be selec
tive, often we can s1nile, if somewhat 
rnefully, at the human foibles and fail
ings that it brings to our attention. We 
feel that the author loves us and cares 
a great deal that we be good. 

And while we are on the subject of 
loving, there is another aspect to the 
book that delighted me with its decep
tive simplicity and profundity of pur
pose. The Gift of Speech ends with an 
entire section on Ahavas Yisroel. Why? 
Because that, at the end of the day, is 
what it is all about. ~ :>1111'<'1 ]'N, "One 
who loves does not hate" (Rambam, 
Peirush haMishnayos to Avos). Love ele
vates us, it allows us to break the 
shackles of our own timidity and small
ness. It leaves no room for the con
stricting terrors that breed hate in our 
hearts. Ultimately, loving others allows 
us the greatest gift of all - to love one
self sufficiently to dare grasp for great
ness. What a gift! 

Thank you, Reb Shimon, for helping 
us to learn to love. • 

We make "housecalls" 

(718) 972-4003 

:i-'.,N.,b=tv 
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THE KEY TO KLAL YISROEL'S EXISTENCE 
"The Construction of a Mikvah Takes Priority 
Over the Building of a Shul, the Purchase of a 
Sef er Torah, and all other Mitzvahs 

noJJi1 n•J J'lJ'J nn11jJ i11iJD nnjlil" 

"nn::izni1 'JJ1 i111n i~o n"JjJ'J 

{D"n 1'!1nJ (Chafetz Chaim) 

(ONSIRlC110N 

The Center has taken the responsibility of constructing 
Mikvahs in small and remote settlements. To date, some 
six hundred Mikvahs have been built by us. The efforts 
and money invested in 
the appearance of 
these Mikvahs are 
reaping results; 
enticing many new 
families to observe this 
important mitzvah. 

To date: there are 
28!,000 books and 
pamphlets printed in 
12 languages and 
distributed in Israel 
and abroad. 

I NSTRl '( fl ON 

More than 130 
instructors with 
special training, 
perform house calls 
and organize lectures 
on the significance of 
Family Purity geared 
towards the 
unaffiliated. 

Horav Shlomo Z. Auerbach Zt"l lnspecnng a Mikvah 

J\1,\IN I ENl\NCT RENO\ "I !ON 

The technical 
difficulties that occur 
nearly daily are tended 
to by our experienced 
and professional crew; 
renowned for their self 
sacrifice and expertise 
needed for their job. 

Many Mikvahs which 
were built by ihe Center 
decades ago are now 
broken down and must be 
rebuilt. New Mikvahs are 
built 1hat are more 
attractive in the interior 
and exterior to make the 
mitzva more appealing to 
wavering, young families. 

YES, I WILL BECOME A PARTNER 
IN THIS HOLY PROJECT BY SPONSORING 
0 CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW MIKVAH ............ $30,000 

(can be paid in 3 annual installments of $10,000 each) 
Dedication on Mikvah /Jui!ding 

0 RENOVATION OF OLD MIKVAH ...................... $15,000 
Dedication on Mikvah building 

0 PUBLICATION OF 10,000 PAMPHLETS ............ $10,000 
Dedicat01y inscription on special page 

0 2 YEARS SALARY OF INSTRUCTOR. ................... $5,000 
Dedicatory Plaque in our office 

0 HEATING INSTALLATION IN MIKVAH ............. $2,500 
Dedication inside Mikvah 

0 MAINTENANCE OF MIKVAH ............................. $2,000 
Dedication Plaque in our office 

0 MY GENEROUS DONATION OF$ ...................... . 

0 PLEASE CONTACT ME FOR MORE INFORMATION. 

Please send your tax deductible contribution to ~ 

THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF ~ E 

TAHARAS HAMISHPACHA ~ 
4815 Fifteenth Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y, 11219 I 
Tel: (718) 972-3549 Fax: (718) 853-1577 ' 

Treasurer: Rabbi Yisroel Belsky ~ President: Rabbi Shlomo Zalmen Auerbach Zt"I 



Shefte/ Meir Neuberger, 

DR. ERNST L BODENHEIMER i1:J1:J71l11:Jl 

A Man of His TVord . .. and of Ours 
One of the.fimndcrs of The Jewish Observer 

and Chairman of its Editorial Board since its inception 

I
t is with great trepidation that I 
undertake to record divrei zikaron, 
words of remembrance, about my 

dear father-in-law, Dr. Ernst L. Boden
heimer ~->n. My task is compounded by 
a letter he left for us to open only after 
his petira (passing). He insisted in 
unequivocal language that there be no 
hespeidirn (eulogies) of any kind given 
in his memory. just as during his life
time he refused to be publicly honored 
and praised, he wished that after his 
passing he should also be spared trib
utes and accolades. Yet it behooves us to 
record in some measure the enormous 
legacy and teachings that he has left his 
family and community through the 
example that he set in the conduct of his 
-----·--------···----
Rabbi Neuberger, S'gan Menahel of Yeshiva Ner 
Yisroel in Baltin1ore, wrote the biographical trib
ute to Rabbi Shmuel Yaakov Weinberg ?":it that 
appeared in JO, Sept. '99. 
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An Appreciation 

life - not as a eulogy, but as a source of 
instruction and inspiration. I feel 
exceedingly blessed to have had the 
zechus to observe, interact with and learn 
from a person who never stopped 
growing. It is only proper that such an 
assessment be recorded in The Jewish 
Observer, a journal that he helped 
found, to which he devoted much time 
and energy, and in which he took great 
pride. 

A full appreciation of his involvement 
and service to the community requires 
one to explore the unique personal 
strengths of a very private and focused 
individual. Dr. Ernst L. Bodenheimer 
can be counted among the bnei aliya of 
our generation, in the sense that his 
entire life was a work in progress. No 
matter his accomplishments or what he 
achieved in personal development, he 
was never fully satisfied. He had an insa-

tiable yearning for greater personal 
growth, an immense capacity for con
tinuous self-evaluation, and the disci
pline to incorporate within his person
ality those changes and adjustments that 
he felt were needed. 

GROUNDED IN DEVOTION TO TORAH 
ANDMITZVOS 

D 
r. Bodenheimer grew up and 
was educated in Frankurt, Ger
many. He was a talrnid of Rabbi 

Shlomo Breuer 7">n and stndied in his 
Yeshiva for several years. He lived with 
an axiom with which he was imbued by 
his rebbeim: one cannot consider to have 
understood a Gemora unless he asked 
the Maharsha's and Mahararn's ques
tions, and was able to anticipate the 
Maharam's answers. 

Although he settled in the Boro Park 
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section of Brooklyn when he caine to the 
United States and never lived in Wash
ington Heights) he maintained his rela
tionship with Kha/ Adas Yeshurun and 
its Rabbanim, Rabbi Yosef Breuer 'r:;1 

and Rabbi Shimon Schwab.,,..,,!. He was 
very proud of this heritage. His love for 
and devotion to the nusach and niggu
nirn with which he grew up, as well as 
the minhagim (customs) of the Frank
furt Kehilla, remained an important and 
integral part of his life. His final instruc
tions were that his levaya and kevura 
(funeral and burial) be conducted 
according to the minhagim of the 
Kehilla. 

There is a tendency to stereotype the 
fastidious orderliness of those of Ger
man Jewish background. In this case, 
it would fail to capture the true mea
sure of his essential nature. Dr. Boden
heimer's meticulous approach to 
everything was a result of his being a 
very focused individual, even as a 
youngster. He always endeavored to 
fully concentrate on what he was 
doing. Out of this dedication came 
enormous discipline. Everything that he 
did had to have purpose, reason and 
order. His time had to be accounted for. 
His gre-atest frustration in his later years 
was in not being able to use his time 
as efficiently as he would have wished. 
As long as I had the privilege of know
ing hi1n, these outstanding traits 
expressed themselves primarily in his 
dikduk b'n1itzvos and as an expression 
of his yiras Shamayim. 

He was highly intelligent and well
versed in many areas. His secular train
ing, for which he received a Doctorate 
of Law in Germany and a Law Degree 
in the United States, sharpened his intel
lectual skills and equipped him with a 
wide perspective of general knowledge, 
especially in languages, which he applied 
fruitfully to his learning. 

A SOURCE OF COUNSEL 

T
hroughout his life, he was sought 
by many for his counsel; his 
innate intelligence and his abili

ty to focus allowed him to zero in on the 
core of what was being presented. 
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Whether in business affairs or Jewish 
concerns, those who consulted with him 
knew that they could fully trust his dis
cretion, and that his recomn1endations 
would be a product of his attention to 
detail and thorough reasoning. 

Many an hour was spent with fami
ly members walking in the shadow of 
the Verrazano Bridge on Shore Road in 
Brooklyn. He took the time that he set 
aside for healthful walking to discuss and 
review what they were doing and offer 
encouragement, mussar and his con
sidered opinion. He rarely insisted on 

anything. He only asked that his input 
be taken into account; he was always 
fully supportive of whatever decision 
was taken. 

Dr. Bodenheimer was revered by all 
in his family. His children and grand
children all knew that he was available 
to them whenever needed. He took 
thorough interest in the growth and 
development of all his offspring. Even 
his in-laws, Mr. and Mrs. Heinrich 
Eise1nann aleihen1 hashalonz, as well as 
all of their children sought his sage 
advice and assistance, regularly. On 

. 
"DUE TO HER EXTREME POVERTY, SHE MUST GET 
THESE TREATMENTS AT NIGHT AS DURING THE DAY 
SllE GOES OUT TO WORK TO MARK EARN SOME 
MONEY TO HELP WITH THE DAILY EXPENSES." 

Most people have, at one time 
or another fallen on hard times. 
Few, however have experienced 
poverty of the sort I am about to 
describe. 

A family so poor, they have no 
money for heat. in the winter. A 
family so poor, they sleep with 
coats for warmth. 

A family so poor that the 
mother who is terribly. sick cannot 
and does not even dream of help 
for herself. 

Can we begin to imagine 
such poverty? 

This poor women needs 
dialysis twice a week to help her 
failing kidneys. Due to her 
extreme poverty she must get 
these treatments at night, as dur
ing the day she goes out to work 
to earn some money to help with 
the daily expenses. 

September,. '00 

Her silent plea is deafening! 
A cure is available. If 

enough funds are raised a kid· 
ney transplant can be done. We 
come to you, dear compassionate 
Yid! Open your hearts to this dear 
suffering woman. 

Together we can help make a 
person whole again. Immediate 
funds are needed to bring this 
woman here from Eretz Y1sroel 
and help pay her hospital bills. 
The money must all be raised in 
advance. 

Your urgent response will 
save a mother, a wife, a life! 
Please help! 

In the zchus of your help, may 
your home always be filled with 
only nachas and joy. 

Sincerely, 

.,iriJ ''!"' ,lh;a» 1,.-f' _,.. .... ,* 
Your tax-deductible donation payable 

to Choq L 'Yisroel can be sent to: 

Rabbi Y. Perlow 
1860-52nd Street #3A I Brooklyn, NY 11204 
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his semi-annual v1s1ts to London, 
nephews and nieces would arrange 
appointments to meet with him just 
to talk. 

His preference for one-on-one 
encounters and discussions grew out of 
his desire to give undivided attention to 
whomever he was conversing with. He 
always felt most comfortable in a closed 
room, so as to limit possible distractions 
that might interfere with his concen
tration. Thus, he never was at ease learn
ing in a beis hamidrash, and was most 
comfortable daveningwhile facing a wall. 

SPECIAL TIMES 

D
r. Bodenheimer was a quintes
sential koveya ittim L'Torah (one 
who sets aside specific times for 

Torah study). Even in his years as an 
accomplished business executive, he 
established times for learning. He 
sought outstanding talmidei chachamim 
to learn with him, and each can testify 
that he benefited from learning with Dr. 
Bodenheimer. A stickler for knowing 
p'shat, he was able to keep up to the level 
of his learned partners. Notable among 

• 

It hurts 
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It feels better just to talk about it. That's 
why we're here. Our staff is made up of 

caring and sensitive individuals. Together, 
we can help you explore your options. We 
can refer you to recognized professionals 

for counseling, legal advice or help in 
finding a safe environment. We can also 
put you in touch with some very special 

Rabbis. But in order for us to reach out to 
you, you must first reach out to us. 

Confidential Hotline 

Do it for yourself. 
Do it for your children. 

r o. 

1.888.883.2323 
(Toll Free) 

718.337.3700 
(NYC Area) 

Shalom Task Force 1s a 501(c)(3) charitable organization 

his chavrusos during his business years 
was Rabbi Moshe Bunim Pirutinsky 
N"1"?v, with whom he learned over eigh
teen years. Reb Moshe Bunim was also 
engaged to learn with Dr. Boden
heimer's two sons as they grew up. 

Dr. Bodenheimer often worked six 
days a week and traveled extensively. No 
matter how weary he was, when he came 
home from shul Friday evening and 
began Shalom Aleichem, his fatigue 
would melt away. The Shabbos meals 
reflected the holiness of the day replete 
with Divrei Torah and Zemiros. 

Every Shabbos had set times for 
learning with his children. He was 
thoroughly engaged in his children's 
chinuch. In fact, it was through this 
involvement that he developed con
nections with the Roshei Yeshiva of the 
yeshivas where his sons learned. He was 
in regular contact with every one of his 
son's rebbe'im. When his daughter, Judy, 
was old enough to go to Bais Yaakov, Dr. 
Bodenheimer became involved in the 
fledgling Bais Yaakov of Bora Park, 
which has since grown to be one of the 
largest schools of its kind. 

Time for learning was sacrosanct. 
Even when home alone with his 
chavrusa, he would only pick up the 
phone to silence the ringing, and ask the 
caller to phone back later; learning 
would not be interrupted. This was espe
cially true when learning with his sons. 
Once, while learning with one of his 
boys a call came from Rabbi Aharon 
Kotler ?"":if. Out of deference to the Rosh 
Hayeshiva he took the call. Reb Aharon 
asked him to come to an emergency 
meeting in Baro Park. Dr. Boden
heimer politely but insistently turned 
down the request because he was learn
ing with his son. Reb Aharon, although 
disappointed, commented to those 
standing around. "Halevai all fathers 
would take learning with their children 
so seriously." 

CHOICE OF LIVELIHOOD 

W
hen he first came to America, 
Dr. Bodenheimer worked for 
his brother-in-law, Mr. Theo 

Katzenstein, who was a commodity trad-
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er in ore, a field in which Dr. Boden
heimer had had extensive experience in 
Europe. I-Iis preference was to become 
a lawyer, which he thought would be far 
more stimulating intellectually. After fin
ishing Law School at night and passing 
the bar, however, Dr. Bodenheimer 
concluded that he would rather avoid 
the challenges to his integrity that he 
might face as a lawyer in this country. 

When his brother-in-law was lost at 
sea in an airplane crash) Dr. Boden
heimer took over the business. He had 
already developed a reputation as a man 
of high principle and integrity, which 
helped him establish connections with 
the top executives in the iron and steel 
industry. His company, Ore and Ferro, 
was renowned in the industry as the 
"Tiffany" of metal traders. He was 
scrupulously honest with whomever he 
dealt, aud was trusted by all his associ
ates. The relationship that he built with 
a top executive in Chemical Bank would 
eventually result in many favors extend
ed by the bank to various Torah insti
tutions. Chemical Bank granted a mort
gage to Bais Yaakov of Born Park for the 
construction of their building on 46th 
St. on the basis of Dr. Bodenheimer's 
word. "If you tell me that the loan will 
be repaid, we will grant the mortgage:' 

As his business flourished from the 
mid-SO's through the mid-70's, so did 
his philanthropy and personal chas
sadim. At the time, baalei tzeddaka who 
were bnei Torah were few in number. Dr. 
Bodenheimer's name features promi
nently on that short list. His extensive 
loan and contribution ledgers were a 
comprehensive list of yeshivas and wor
thy charities. 

THE INFLUENCE OF TORAH 
PERSONALITIES 

D
r. Bodenheimer related an inci
dent from which he learned to 
be open to making alterations in 

one's conduct. On a visit in London, he 
noticed that Dayan Eliezer Posen 7"llT 
was wearing his tzitzis out - a minhag 
that was unheard of in Germany. Dr. 
Bodenheimer asked the Dayan whether 
he also wore his tzitzis in this manner 
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in Frankfurt. The Dayan answered 
that he hadn't done so until his chil
dren made him aware that the Mish
neh Berura states that it is preferred to 
wear them in this manner, and thus 
he felt obligated to change. At that 
point, Dr. Bodenheimer joined him in 
this practice. 

Dr. Bodenheimer was especially 
close to the Ponevezher Rav, Rabbi 
YosefKahaneman 7"llT. The Rav would 
often drop in to the Bodenheimer 
household unannounced just to visit 
and drink a veise tea (plain hot water). 
The Rav once spent a Shabbos together 
with Dr. Bodenheimer in Miami. As was 
the custom of the Bodenheimer's, after 
davening on Shabbos morning, one 
made Kiddush and washed to a dairy 
seuda. This meal was followed by learn
ing, and then, in the early afternoon, 
they ate the main fleishige Seudas Shab
bos with its chamin (hot dish, i.e. 
cholent). The Ponevezher Rav advised 
Dr. Bodenheimer that it is more correct 
for the main fleishige Seudas Shabbos to 

Dr. Bodenheimer (r.) with Rabbi Yitzchak Ruderman 'r:n 
and -O"?:l• Rabbi Zvi Schlanger 

be the first meal of the day rather than 
the Seudah Shlishis. Dr. Bodenheimer 
changed the order of his Shabbos meals 
accordingly. 

The world of yeshivas and its Gedolei 
Torah added new dimensions to his 
learning, avodas Hashem, his children's 
education, as well as his communal 
activities. He was blessed with a keen, 
intuitive sense to recognize and appre
ciate the greatness he saw in others. He 
ingratiated himself to many gedolim and 
created relationships with them, con
veying his willingness to listen, learn and 

I • e ; us o Living, in9 an Experiencing e Ke u a o refz rsroe • I 
•The Torah Touring Experience of o Lifetime, •Daven by fhe Kosel Ha'Maravi • Oimb 

I Mafsado • Inspiring Shiurim • Shabbos in Tzfos • Meron • Amukoh • Amazing I 
I Workshops • Kevrej Tzoclilcim • Experience Yerushalayim in Depth • Delicious Hotel I 
I Style Meals• Swim in the Kinnerel • Shobbos in Yerusholayim •See Gedolim •Kayaking I 
I in the Yarclen •Rosh Honikro •Fully Equipped Modem Gym •Underground Caves• I 
I Eilot •Air Conditioned Dining Rooms• Banana Booting • Ein Gedi • Biblical Zoo • Hor I 

Halzofim • Beauliful Campus & Donnilory • Snarlcling • Paddle Boaling • Minharot 
I Hakotel • Campfire • Tour the Galil • Mearaf Eliyahu Hanavi • Light & Sound Desert I 
I Experience •Golan Heights• Gomla •Cable Cars • Be'er Sheva •Make Wonderful I 
I lnternofional Friends • Yt:ld Vashem •Swim in Yam Hameloch •Bedouin Tents• Mearot I 
I Shem and Ayver in Tzfas •Climb Incredible Mounfoins • Achdus • Tzipori • Our Own I 
I Olympic Pool •Har Hamenucbos • Shmiras Halashon Rally •Rabbi Zev Leff •Ancient I 

I Susya • Oceanarium Experience• Jeeping • Nachal Ma;'rasa • Konyan Ha'odom • I 
I Meo Shearim • Rebbe's Tisch •Flower & fruit Decoration •Camel Rides •Color War • 

Kever Rochel• Kever DoviJ Hamelecb • Simcha Dancing • Teveria • Meorat Chazon • I 
I Nachal Amud Nature Trail • Climb Sand Dunes • Mearat Hakemach • Degem Beis I 
I Homikdash • Hay Rides • Banyas • Mock Wedding • Swim in Hatzbonei River • Sunset I 
I Kumzifz by the Ocean • Cave of the Chashmonaim • Pelcien • Coral Reef • I 
I Underwater Observatory • Breathtaking Vistas• Bnei Brak• and Much, Much Morel I 

-
Justa~a'i!of our Woncfetful Macbane Bracba C-mzl . ' .,,,,, .. *~ ' 

1 A Safe, Secure, Warm Atmosphere In Magnificent Yael Blnyamln 
1 Under the Dkectlon of Rabbi Sholom & Mrs. Chaya Glnzberg 

I 1066 £ 23rd Stl'Ht Bnlokhm- NY ll2JO (7JB}377-0234 I 
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accept their advice and teachings. Many 
gedolim came to appreciate him for his 
strength of personality, wisdom and 
integrity, and invited him to participate 
in deliberations with the Gedolim con
cerning many important issues. 

Lakewood for the Thanksgiving and 
Me1norial Day weekends for vacation 
and to attend Reb Aharon's shiur. Rabbi 
Moshe Eisemann ':>··lll of Vineland, who 
was a cousin by marriage, and a taln1id 
of the Rosh Hayeshiva, would learn with 
him in preparation for the shiur. Reb 
Aharon personally enlisted Dr. Boden
heimer to get involved in establishing 
ChinuchAtzmai. This relationship flour
ished as a result of Dr. Bodenheimer's 
growing involvement in Agudas Yisroel, 
and was further cemented through his 
activities on behalf ofBais Medrash Gov-

THE IMPACT OF 
RABBI AHARON KOTLER 

U
nquestionably, Rabbi Aharon 
Kotler ., .. lll had the most pro
found impact on Dr. Boden

heimer's life. For many years, he went to 
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oha, the Lakewood Yeshiva. 
Dr. Bodenheimer often related how 

after a particularly exhausting and suc
cessful day of fund-raising spent accom
panying Reb Aharon, the Rosh Hayeshi
va expressed his satisfaction with their 
success, and pointedly added, "Ober tzu 
lernen kumt dos nisht." - As important 
as what we have done may be, it pales 
in comparison to spending that time and 
effort learning Torah. 

This statement was to have a deep 
effect on Dr. Bodenheimer's later years. 
When it became apparent that none of 
his children would join his business, he 
made a momentous decision to gradu
ally withdraw from the business world 
and devote as much time as possible to 
Torah study. Eventually, his involvement 
in his learning caused him to withdraw 
from many communal involvements. 
The only exception was The Jewish 
Observer. He continued to devote much 
time and energy to reviewing and cri
tiquing all the proposed articles almost 
to the end of his life. 

When Dr. Bodenheimer went to 
Bretz Yisroel in the summer of 1960, Reb 
Aharon sent him to see Rabbi Yechezkel 
Abramsky ':> .. lll. Out of this visit a per
sonal relationship developed, which 
grew and flourished over the years. Rabbi 
Abramsky was quick to point out the 
great difference that he felt between him
self and Reb Aharon. "I have purposely 
limited my communal involvements in 
favor of the shiurim that I give and the 
sefarim that I write. Reb Aharon carries 
all of Kial Yisroel on his shoulders." 

Dr. Bodenheimer often commented 
that Reb Aharon was taken from him 
too soon. Yet, his time with Rav Aharon 
would mold, color and influence the rest 
of his life, as well as the growth and 
development of his family. Having been 
raised in the Torah Im Derech Bretz phi
losophy of Frankfurt-Am-Main, Dr. 
Bodenheimer was naturally predis
posed to the idea that his children would 
pursue a university degree and career. 
Due to the effect of his connections to 
the yeshiva world, and to the Boro Park 
community where he lived, however, his 
children's chinuch was geared to the pri
macy of excellence in Torah learning. He 
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sent his sons to yeshivas where the 
emphasis would be on Torah learning 
exclusively. As they continued to 
advance, he took pride in their choice 
of devoting their lives to Torah. 

At the time of Reb Aharon's petira, Dr. 
Bodenheimer was involved in facilitating 
the continuity and growth of Bais 
Medrash Govoha. His close relationship 
with Rabbi Shneur Kotler ';r:>n provided 
Reb Shneur with a behind-the-scenes 
confidant he could lean on, as he accept
ed upon himself the daunting task of 
continuing his exalted father's legacy. Dr. 
Bodenheimer's participation in the 
affairs of the yeshiva was a key element 
in the function of the yeshiva's admin
istration throughout Reb Shneur's 
tenure, and continued after the transition 
to the present leadership of the yeshiva. 
Even in the recent past, when Dr. Boden
heimer had reduced his involvement in 
the ongoing affairs of the yeshiva to 
devote more time to learning, hardly an 
Erev Shabbos passed without his receiv
ing a call from Rabbi Malkiel Kotler 

A Shabbos and Yam Tov minyan was 
established in Reb Aharon's Boro Park 
apartment. It was initially for the ben
efit of Rebbetzin Kotler. Dr. Boden
heimer was a founding member of that 
minyan, instrumental in its growth and 
development. As this minyan grew, it 
became apparent that it required its own 
home. It moved to 16th Avenue and very 
quickly became a Beis Hamidrash for 
Torah and tefilla that is filled with the 
kol Torah from early morning until late 
at night, a place where Dr. Bodenheimer 
was an honored member. In fact, his lev
aya took place in its hallowed space. 

THEAGUDATH ISRAEL CONNECTION 

D
r. Bodenheimer enjoyed a close 
working relationship with 
Rabbi Moshe Sherer ':n. He 

admired Rabbi Sherer for being the 
quintessential public service profes
sional whose organizational skills and 
total dedication to the primacy of 
Torah and the leadership of our Gedolim 
made him the most effective represen
tative and advocate for the needs and 
positions of the Torah community. 
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During Dr. Bodenheimer's most active 
years of involvement, he and Rabbi Sher
er would speak almost daily. 

A most significant accomplishment 
of this marvelous relationship was the 
establishment of this publication, The 
Jewish Observer. Dr. Bodenheimer was 
keenly aware of the absolute necessity 
to create a journal that would be a forum 
for the discussion and effective eluci
dation of Torah-based positions and 
responses to current issues, and pro
posed this idea to Rabbi Sherer. Dr. 
Bodenheimer served as Chairman of the 
Editorial Board from its inception. He 
strove to keep the magazine focused and 
on a level that would achieve the repu
tation and respect as the most effective 
vehicle for disseminating ideas that are 
consistent with the Torah perspective of 
our Gedolim. His brother-in-law, Rabbi 
Joseph Elias N'"1>'71?1, worked closely 
with him on The Jewish Observer and 
they would often anticipate eachother's 
thoughts. Indeed, Rabbi Elias succeeds 
him in his position of chairman. 

His relationship with Rabbi Moshe 
Feinstein 7-:>n began in the early Forties. 
Dr. Bodenheimer had the good fortune 
to find himself in the same summer 
place in Walkill, NY, as Reb Moshe. He 
took advantage of the situation and 
accompanied Reb Moshe around the 
perimeter of the property every Erev 
Shabbos as Reb Moshe checked the eruv. 

He often remarked how much he 
learned about the practical application 
and requirements for an eruv from ques
tioning Reb Moshe during these walks. 
Dr. Bodenheimer once contemplated 
entering a business partnership with a 
company whose offices in Europe were 
open on Shabbos. Reb Moshe spent time 
analyzing the situation and devised a 
document that would allow Dr. Boden
heimer to participate in the partnership 
without being connected to functions on 
Shabbos. Yet even with this hetter in 
hand, Dr. Bodenheimer chose not to join 
what would have been a very lucrative 
partnership, not to be related in any way 
with an operation that functioned on 
Shabbos. 

A close connection to Rabbi Yaakov 
Kamenetzky ?··:>n became even closer 
when his son, Reb Michoel, married Reb 
Yaakov's granddaughter, Minna 
Diskind. 

On his first visit to Bretz Yisroel in 
1953, Rabbi Shlomo Lorincz K""P"n>, 

head of Zeirei Agudas Yisroel and then
Member of the Knesset, brought him to 
the Brisker Rav?";,1, who devoted con
siderable time to lecturing Dr. Boden
heimer on Zionism and the Israeli 
Government - a lesson that resonated 
in Dr. Bodenheimer's mind and activi
ties throughout the rest of his life. 

As the years passed, Dr. Boden
heimer continued to meet with Gedolei 
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Torah and develop close relationships 
with them. These included Rabbi Berel 
Soloveitchik ':>'Yr (son of the Brisker Rav 
':>":<t ), 11"':>~> Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe N"""""1, 
and Rabbi Elya Svei N'""7w, among oth
ers. Always seeking to improve himself, 
he would use the opportunity of his vis
its with Rabbi Wolbe to learn how to use 
mussar as a tool to enhance his avodas 
Hashem. 

Dr. Bodenheimer was involved in 
many significant issues over the years 
regarding Torah life in Israel, such as the 
autopsy controversy, the aliya of Moroc-

can youth, as well as the dispute over the 
direction of Shaarei Zedek Hospital after 
the passing of Dr. Falk Schlesinger ':>"r. 
He served as a member of the Interna .. 
tional Board of Governors of Shaare 
Zedek Hospital for many years, prefer
ring to work quietly, out of the public 
view. 

HIS PERSONAL LEGACY 

D
r. Bodenheimer married when 
he was thirty-five. He was 
always full of deep gratitude to 

Dear friend, 
I am writing to you on behal1 o1 a good man who has experienced tar more than 

his share o1 mistortune in his lite. . . 
F s I am not at liberty to reveal, he was not able to get marned until he 

was ~~i~:a:~~anced in y'ears, and that marriage ended in divorce. There ~ere no 
children. Once again, he was condemned to years ot solitude and despalf. . 

Finally he 1ound a suitable match. a woman with a house lull o1 small children. 
He happil~ undertook to provide tor her children, and they were marned. 
The marriage was also blessed with new children. . 

Toda the man 1inds himselt staggering under a prodigious.1inancial burden. 
He had t~ borrow heavily to secure decent living quarters tor his 1am1ly, ~hie~ also 
i eludes his wile's three children by her 1ormer marriage, and to provide or t elf 
;asic tamily needs. His earnings 1rom his job were simply not enough to encompass 

such broad responsibilities. . , 
The oar man wants very much to repay his creditors, but he 1ust does.n t have 

the mo!y As it stands he may lose his apartment, and the unbearable da.1lyht d 
tensions a~e exerting ru,inous tensions on his marriage. The children are fng ene 

and 
traumatized. He is at his wits end. 

There1ore I am turning to you, my kindhearted brothers and sisters, to open your 

h
earts to this' untortunate tamily. Your generous donation can stabilize thelf hvesband 

·1d t b c me happy and productive mem ers let them locus on raising all the chi ren o e o 
o1 the community. 

Think about it it we all combined our efforts we could easily remove the dar~ 
clouds blotting out the sunshine tram this tamily's lite. It is a great m1tzvah, an we 
will all undoutedly be rewarded tor it in great measure. " . . ,.,..,. "' Sincerely, ttllJ 0 C ~ 

~~~~~~~--"" 

Please make tax-deductible donation payable to : 

Yad lenilzruchim, Rabbi Mallrsyohu Salomon, 637 5th Streel Lakewood, NJ 08701 

Hashem for having granted him the 
longevity that allowed him to be a 
sandek even for great-grandchildren. 

Whatever he accomplished both per .. 
sonally and communally could not 
have happened without the incredible 
dedication of his life's partner and true 
Aishes Chayil, Mrs. Clementine Boden
heimer <'tT1l"l. Her total, selfless dedication 
to anticipating and providing for his 
every need in a timely manner allowed 
Dr. Bodenheimer to be focused and 
engaged in the tasks to which he chose 
to devote himself. 

He was very proud of all his children 
and enjoyed a unique relationship with 
each. Rabbi Gavriel Bodenheimer, his 
b' ch or, serves as Men ah el of Bais 
Mikroh and Mesivta Ohel Torah. 
Together with his wife, Naomi (nee 
Fleischman), and their children, they 
were the primary caregivers to Dr. 
Bodenheimer for the last several years 
and continue carrying this responsibil
ity for Mrs. Bodenheimer. 

His son Rabbi Michael Bodenheimer 
is a Rosh Kollel who resides in Bnei Brak, 
and regularly gives mussar shmuesen in 
a number of yeshivas. 

His daughter, Mrs. Judy Neuberger, 
lives with her husband [the author J on 
the Yeshiva Ner Israel campus in Balti
more, where he serves as S'gan Menahel. 

One of Dr. Bodenheimer's grand
daughters, upon her return from Sem
inary in Bretz Yisroel, brought him a gift, 
which he unfortunately never got to use. 
His learning desk was always covered in 
white on Shabbos. She had a new table .. 
cloth embroidered for him with the 
words "V'hogisa bo yomam valayla. You 
shall delve in ... [the words of Torah] by 
day and by night:' This gift reflects the 
indelible memory engraved in the hearts 
of his grandchildren of a loving sage fig
ure who was singularly dedicated to avo
das Hashem and learning Torah. • 

HASHOVAS AVEIDA 
Camera found at 

Aguda Convention 
Call 212•797-7394 
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Nissan Wolpin 

Working with 
Dr. Ernst 

Bodenheimer ?"t 

Rabbi Elauir Shach N"0'7w.greeting Dr. Bodenheimer and his son, Rabbi Michael 
Bodenheimer N"\.'l•'.71'! 

I
t was our last telephone conversa
tion. Dr. Bodenheimer called me 
from his home in Monsey in 

response to a "circulation" of submis
sions to The Jewish Observer that he had 
received. (Articles submitted for publi
cation are circulated among members 
of the JO Editorial Board for comment. 
He was calling after a lapse of over a 
week.)"! don't know .... Perhaps I'm get
ting old;' he sighed, "but I liked all three 
pieces in yesterday's mail:' 

I laughed, but he protested: "No, no. 
Perhaps I'm losing my critical faculties:' 

"They happen to be exceptionally 
good articles," I assured him, and we 
went on to discuss how and when they 
could be used. 

Dr. Ernst Bodenheimer was not a 
dedicated naysayer. It's just that the stan
dard he had set for The Jewish Observ
er at the time of its inception could not 
be whittled away by a flood of mediocre 
submissions, nor could he be swayed by 
arguments for reaching a broader pub
lic by popularizing the format and con
tent of the magazine. If the article pro
jected an argument, or a proposal, or a 
report, or if it was a "thought-essay" or 
a biographical tribute, it was meant to 
represent Torah values, or to offer a 
Torah perspective on issues. Perforce, 
this Torah element must be reflected in 
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the dignity, correctness, style and mode 
of expression of the presentation. Any
thing less would compromise /O's mis
sion and insult its readership. 

The source of Dr. Bodenheimer's fas
tidious standard and its pursuit is bio
graphical. For this aspect of the man, we 
refer the reader to Rabbi Shefte] Neu
berger's portrait of Dr. Bodenheimer 
that graces the previous pages. Discov
ering this standard as it applied to JO, 
however, and stretching to meet this 
standard, is autobiographical, in the 
sense that it represents the interaction 
between him and this writer. In this con
text, we present the lines that follow. 

GETTING TO KNOW HIM 

A
t our first meeting, thirty-one 
years ago - it was a combination 
interview and job offer - our 

exchange was friendly and, indeed, we 
established a close relationship th at grew 
over the years. Yet every time we met or 
spoke on the telephone, I couldn't help 
but feel as though I were in school, as 
his student. 

One principle animated Dr. Boden
heimer's approach to The Jewish Observ
er: A journal that strives to speak to the 
Torah People, vested with the authority 
of Torah leaders, could not tolerate a friv-

olous or even casual format. Dr. Boden
heimer took none of this lightly. While 
the contents of each issue were invari
ably determined by the editor in con
sultation with the entire editorial board, 
he would often recommend referring 
specific articles, or their mode of treat
ment of sensitive issues, to a designated 
Rosh Yeshiva or Rav for guidance. For 
example, an article on a sensitive fami
ly issue (Jan. '72) by this writer was 
approved by most of the board, but Dr. 
Bodenheimer questioned the suitabili
ty of the discussion in a magazine that 
was read by "the family:' (While he did 
not consider JO"a family magazine;' thus 
ruling out some lighter submissions, he 
recognized the need to screen sensitive 
discussions for acceptability for young, 
precocious readers. More on this in the 
following paragraph.) The article under 
discussion was referred to Rabbi Gedalya 
Schorr ?··:n (Rosh Yeshiva of Mesivta 
Torah Vodaath), who deemed it print
worthy, with several suggestions that 
were honored in further editing. 

As mentioned, the mandate of The 
Jewish Observer is to discuss issues that 
confront our community in a compre
hensive, elucidating manner, from a 
Torah perspective. While Dr. Boden
heimer was concerned that some con
tents of the magazine might be unsuit-
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able for young or immature readers, he 
weighed this against the ]O's mission to 
be a journal for mature discussion of 
serious subjects. Each case was - and 
continues to be - decided on its own 
merits, often in consultation with daas 
Torah 

Occasionally, an article would imply 
admiration for an idea or undertaking 
associated with a group that promotes 
activities or values contrary to Torah. 
Other times, a discussion was deemed 
valuable, but it could be perceived as 
casting aspersions on Torah institutions. 

How do we balance the need for 
improvement or enhancement of our 
lives with the integrity of our hashkafa? 
Here, too, he would call for consulting 
a Torah authority. 

FOCUS: ON MORE THAN CONTENT 

0 
ur discussions about articles 
submitted (he refused to com
ment on poems) were not lim

ited to content. The mission of The Jew
ish Observer, as he perceived it, called for 
dignity, correctness of grammar and 
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syntax, and precision of expression. His 
command of English was such that only 
his accent betrayed his foreign roots 
(except for his unrelenting adherence to 
the rules). He abandoned any hope of 
teaching me when to use past-perfect 
tense of verbs instead of the past 
tense .... He relished quoting his lan
guage arts professor: "Of course" means 
you're not sure; "obviously" is used when 
proof is totally lacking; and "needless to 
say" is resorted to when you are truly on 
shaky ground - an uncertainty to be 
exceeded only by "it goes without say
ing:' He wasn't too happy with scholarly 
sprinkling of Latin words in some arti
cles. ("So pretentious! Some of our read
ers won't even know what he's saying!") 
... An "and therefore" had to be a logi
cal conclusion of the previous statement. 
"Moreover" was to be followed by a rein
forcement of what was already cited. 
There is no "first of all" without a "sec
ondly:' ... The word "however" should 
never be used to open a sentence, he 
would remind me, and "but" is similarly 
out of place in such a position - surely 
unsuitable for opening a paragraph. (I 
countered with the invitation that he 
open his New York Times and scan the 
Editorial Page. I guaranteed that at least 
one paragraph would begin with "But.'' 
And invariably it did.) ... Now, all of the 
aforementioned are obvious, but just as 
not every writer honors these rules, not 
every editor catches them in the breach. 

Incidentally, The New York Times had 
his respect as a prototype for acceptable 
expression, but he often expressed pain 
over inappropriate advertisements that 
would appear on inside pages alongside 
an important story. 

Dr. Bodenheimer had an intuitive 
insight into NY Times style. About ten 
years ago, a front-page story reported 
how Israeli yuppies jammed the roads 
leaving Jerusalem on Friday afternoons 
to enjoy a night on the town in Tel Aviv. 
Jerusalem was just a backwater village 
by comparison, lacking the cosmopoli
tan ambiance befitting a national cap
ital. I drafted an angry letter-to-the-edi
tor, and showed it to Dr. Bodenheimer. 

"Terrific letter.'' he told me. "You real
ly let them have it:' Then, after a preg-
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nant pause, he added, ''Now write the 
letter they'll publish." 

I sat down, and re-did the letter, with 
moral indignation, but cleansed of 
venom and ridicule. It was indeed pub
lished, and Dr. Bodenheimer called 
several days later to compliment me. He 
added, "Somehow I feel as though I had 
something to do with this letter, but not 
one word sounded familiar. Am I get
ting more forgetful in my old age?" (He 
was well in his 80's.) I reminded him of 
our exchange. 

In our discussions, he would occa
sionally ask me what a particular expres
sion meant, or to justify a sequence of 
thoughts. I usually could offer a rea
sonable explanation. Sometimes he 
would argue or suggest an alternative 
word or a reordering of the thoughts; 
other times he might accept my defense. 
Occasionally, however, he'd say: ''Now 
I understand that expression [or. .. the 
way the sentences are meant to flow] but 
the words on the page do not convey 
your explanation. Are you ready to trav
el with 15,000 copies of the magazine to 
the home of each subscriber, and 
explain the meaning of the article to 
him? 1 don't think so. Why not rewrite 
the page [or the section] so it speaks for 
itself?" The printed word had his 
fullest respect, but only if it served our 
readers. 

Dr. Bodenheimer expressed little 
interest in the layout and graphics of the 
magazine; he considered this outside his 
purview. He once did remark: "The 
cover on the new issue is quite attrac
tive ... maybe too attractive." 

I did not ask for an explanation. I 
knew what he meant. But I also agreed 
with his caveat: it was out of his 
purview. 

*** 
He did not relish the pedantic role, but 

1'he Jewish Observer, to him, was meant 
to be daas - comparable to the wisdom 
that emanated from Sifsei Kohein, the lips 
of Kohanim (see Malachi 2, 7). The 
kohein'svestments were not meant mere
ly to cover him, but were designed 
le'kavod u'le'siferes - for honor and 
glory. And they were cut to size. No less, 
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no more. Information, instruction and 
inspiration should be appropriately 
clothed in language that fits, and brings 
honor to its task, glory to its mission. 

WELL-DIRECTED WORDS 
OF ENCOURAGEMENT 

O
n several occasions, Dr. Boden
heimer went out of his way to 
com1nent on an article as being 

''quite good:' On one occasion, he said, 
"This article, I would say, represents the 
purpose for which the JO was founded:' 
He recognized budding talent, appreci
ated original thinkers, and went out of 
his way to encourage some of them. And 
other writers were singled out for ful
filling the criteria for clear, lucid, logical 
writing. He once expressed astonishment 
to me at how an author had interviewed 
him on a Chol Hamoed afternoon, with
ont so much as taking a note. A week 
later, the writer presented him with an 
excellent, comprehensive article based on 
the interview, not one detail or fact mis
recorded. He made certain to convey his 
appreciation to the writer. 

Dr. Bodenheimer's keen intellect, 
astute power of reading, counseling and 
criticizing, his scrupulous integrity, 
respect for the printed word, and regard 
for the reader - all in service of Torah 
- were a vibrant, active component in 
producing The Jewish Observer. His pres-

ence was not merely a factor to take into 
consideration while editing, it was a 
standard that we aspired to reach, and 
an integral part of the editorial process. 
The question "What will Dr. Boden
heimer say to this?" used to haunt me 
in my earlier years as editor. As time 
went by, it became my compass. And, 
hopefully, as the years continne to pass, 
may those words become fully inte
grated into the task of fulfilling the mis
sion that he understood with such 
clarity and integrity. • 
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SECOND 
LOOKS 

The Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
has announced the launching of"a new, 
revolutionary program designed to 
train outstanding teachers in Jewish 
studies for Israeli secular high schools." 
The press release on the matter goes on 
to say that the "four-year, interdiscipli
nary university program that includes 
intensive Jewish studies along with 
pedagogic training and internship in 
schools results in an M.A. degree in 
teaching Bible and Jewish thought:' 

The release adds: "The program, 
known as Revivim, is also designed to 
further understanding and respect 
among Jews of varying religious 
approaches:' 

The need for a formal, structured 
program to expose Israeli teenagers to 
Jewish values and practices is incon
trovertibly an urgent one, and should 
take top priority. Several studies have 
shown Israeli youth to be more pes
simistic, less idealistic, and weaker in 
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patriotism than any comparable group 
in Western society. So the question aris
es - how effective will this endeavor be? 
The logical starting poiut is the name, 
"Revivim:' 

Revivim - Hebrew for raindrops -
is a poetic word that appears in the 
opening phrases of Moshe Rabbeinu's 
song of farewell to his people, the Par
sh!i' of Haazinu: "May my teaching drip 
like rain, may my utterance flow like the 
dew; like storm winds on vegetation 
and like raindrops (ki'revivim) on 
grass" (Devarim 31, 2). Rashi explains 
that the word "reviv" is related to "roveh 
ka'shos" - an archer - because raindrops 
descend like arrows shot at their 
intended targets. Just as the grass 
flourishes when doused with rain, so 
too does the Jewish People thrive 
when it absorbs the well-targeted 
words of direction and admonition in 
the Torah. 

The verses of" Haazinu" that follow 
this introduction detail the pitfalls that 
result from pursuit of excessive comfort, 
and conformance with the value systems 
and lifestyles of alien nations. Then the 
thrust continues with how Kial Yisroel 
must fulfill its destiny as a singular, uni
fied nation, faithful to the specifics of 
Torah law and its belief system ... or suf
fer Divine wrath. Such is the message of 
Moshe Rabbeinu's Revivim. 

How does Hebrew University view 
the goals of its Revivim program? It aims 
at "improving the level of Jewish knowl
edge and understanding in Israeli soci
ety ... encouraging the following values: 
open-mindedness, free exchange of 
views, pluralism, tolerance, a passionate 
devotion to democratic and Jewish val
ues, and above-all: the furtherance of 
objective, scientific investigation of 
phenomena and ideas." 

Unfortunately, the spiritual dimen
sion and the uncompromising, non
negotiable guidelines of halacha -
including Hilchos Dei' os (Torah philos
ophy and ideology) - are totally side
stepped, not even on the screen. 

Revivim: a name that resonates with 
lyricism and a timeless legacy; as ren
dered by Hebrew U., however, sadly -
widely - off target. • 
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A Principal of Principle: 

Chinuch. 
It's a term that defies translation. 
Education? Training? The inade-

quate English words skirt around the 
edges. Chinuch resonates richly with 
patience and communication and car
ing, with transmission of eternal veri
ties. A rich mahogany word, buffed to 
a sheen by a thousand vibrant genera
tions. 

And, for hundreds of girls, a word 
that was exemplified by Rebbetzin 
Shoshana Soloveitchik. 

Not an Education For Our Times 

S
he was not an educator for our 
touchy-feely times. Today's teach
ers and principals have to be men

tors, psychologists, friends with their stu
dents. Not that I'm condemning this 
style. (Full disclosure: As a member of 
the profession, I'm guilty of it myself.) 
In the Darwinian world of today's 
schools, it's adapt or perish, and so we've 
learned to bottle old wine in new bar
rels. 

A principal for whom a student feels 
awe? Even fear? A principal who 
demands kavod (another concept poor
ly served in translation), who embod
ies "Mora rabbach kemora Shamayim
Let the fear of your teacher be like your 
fear of Heaven" - not by her spoken 
word, but by the fierce integrity of her 

Mrs. Cohen is a graduate of Bais Yaakov f-ligh 
School of Monsey and Bais Yaakov ofYerusha
layi1n, and currently teaches in Shevach High 
School fOr Girls in Flushing, NY. 
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Torah personality? Come on, get with 
it. Austerity is out, emoting is in. 

To us, teenagers growing up in the 
land of the free and the home of the 
brave, she was a window into a differ
ent time. She evoked visions of Sarah 
Schenirer and her fabled band of war
riors who stayed up the entire night of 
their graduation, dancing and singing 
"Vetaheir libeinu le' ovdecha be'emes."We 
went to school in Monsey, New York, the 
United States of Yankee Doodle. She had 
gone to Bais Yaakov in Ponovezh and 
1"elz! These are no mere towns in 
Europe. They are names that ring and 
resonate in the collective Jewish mem
ory, evoking images of deep piety, fierce 
intellectual integrity, brilliant Torah 
scholarship. Although Ponovezh and 
Telz belonged to a vanished world, as 
distant to us as Sura and Pumbedisa, it 
was somehow entirely appropriate and 
fitting that our Rebbetzin should have 
emerged from these Torah bastions. 

There Was Only One 

The Rebbetzin. Monsey is home to 
many illustrious women, learned, 
pious, educated, the wives of 

talmidei chachamim - many rebbetzins. 
But when you said "The Rebbetzin;' 
everyone knew whom you meant. 
Because she was unique. There was only 
one. 

Rebbetzin Soloveitchik had a rock
solid, timeless quality - with her erect 
bearing, serene imperturbability, and 
impeccable appearance. She once told 

my mother, "I can't bear to wear any
thing that is not quality:' Even we 
teenagers, alive to the merest whisper of 
the latest fashion fad, as teenagers the 
world over are, appreciated the classic 
cut of her clothes. We sensed that it was 
of a piece with the enormous sense of 
personal dignity she exuded, which itself 
was a reflection of her self-perception 
as a tzellem Elokim, a being created in 
the image of G-d. 

The Rebbetzin never, never had to 
raise her voice. She simply had to 
appear, and discipline would take care 
of itself. A favorite memory is the hall
way kumzitz. The urge to express one
self in song would suddenly burst forth, 
usually during the break between peri
ods, whereupon the halls would seem to 
boil with musical teenage angst, swelling 
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forth from little clusters of girls flopped 
artfully on the floor. Naturally, this fer
vor could not be broken up by the intru
sion of something so mundane as a bell 
indicating the start of the next class. 
Teachers would attempt to scrape us off 
the floor, to no avail. 

The next line in the script happened 
many times, but it never failed to 
amaze me. 

The door of the office would open. 
The Rebbetzin would step out and sur
vey the field with a steely glint in her eye. 
Then she would clap her hands. Once, 
twice. 

In a nanosecond, the hallway would 
be clear, each student pulled as if by 
magnets to the appropriate classroom. 
And calm would reign once again in the 
corridors at 11 Smolley Drive. 

The Realm of Her Intellect 

I
f the force of her personality was for
midable, the reach of her intellect 
was no less awe-inspiring. "Do you 

think she learns Gemora?" we'd whisper 
to each other behind the backs of our 
hands. For it seemed as if she knew 
everything. Whether she was teaching 
Chumash, Orchos Tzaddikim, Mishlei, or 
Shemona Perokim, she was able to 
cross-reference, identifying and sourc
ing pesukim quoted in these sefarim, 
placing authors and concepts in bio
graphical and intellectual context. And 
the breadth of her secular knowledge 
was no less impressive. I remember her 
once dropping a Latin phrase into a dis
cussion. When met with uncompre
hending stares, she explained the phrase 
- in Hebrew - and then added, as an 
afterthought, 'Tm reading through a 
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Latin book now." 
We could easily imagine the tome as 

her bedside reading. And of course, there 
was the legendary episode that had 
become part of Bais Yaakov lore, of the 
time that the Spanish teacher backed out 
just as the school year was about to 
begin. No problem. The Rebbetzin 
learned the language and simply became 
the teacher, doing the job so competently 
that her students scored well into the 
nineties on the New York State Regents 
exams that year. 

She once told of a conversation in 
which she had questioned her son on 
some point of Torah learning or 
halacha. (She may have had a steel-trap 
memory; mine is woefully inadequate. 
I wish I could remember what the con
versation was about, but the point she 
was trying to make is etched in my 
mind.) I-Iis answer, she related to us, was 
simple, terse, and irrefutable." Ghazal!" 

One sensed that this word was a lode
stone of her inner life. She didn't have to 
preach emunas chachamim. Reverence for 
Chaza~ for talmidei chachamim (Torah 
scholars) came as naturally to her as the 
air she breathed. Beneath her imper
turbability lay a drive to convey their cen
trality in a Torah life to her students. 

Capacity to Surprise 

A 
students, we felt awe, fear, a 

ense of distance between her 
tature and our lack of it. She 

seemed so entirely above the ebb and 
flow of ordinary life. And yet, some
times, she could surprise us. Another 
memory takes center stage. Every year, 
Bais Yaakov took its students on an 
overnight trip for a break from the rig-
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Brooklyn, NY 11219 
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ors of the academic schedule. The year 
I was in twelfth grade, a classmate who 
was one of the trip organizers needed 
to transport some equipment for the trip 
that could not be put on the bus, and 
was therefore given the family car by her 
parents. And so we drove up to the resort 
- three of us in the back seat, my friend 
driving, and next to her, the Rebbetzin, 
who was happy to avoid the rigors of 
traveling up by bus. 

It was a long trip. To while away the 
time, after we got tired of talking, we 
began to sing, making our way through 
the repertoire of past school and camp 
concerts. 

In the languorous war1nth of the car, 
with the monotony of the unchanging 
scenery, under the spell of the music -
we somehow actually forgot that the 
Rebbetzin was sitting with us. Until we 
began singing a song older than any of 
us - "Zechor davar le'avdecha." As we 
swung into the second part of the song, 
one that resonates with the history of 
Jewish martyrdom, a melody we could 
easily iinagine our relatives singing in the 
concentration camps - "Zeidim helitzu
ni ad 1ne' ad, n1iToras' cha lo natisi" - a 
new voice joined the chorus. We looked 
at each other, and then towards the front 
seat. Who had ever heard the Rebbet
zin sing before? This was not the voice 
we were used to hearing fro1n the 
other side of the desk. It was a softer, 
more melodious voice of one who was 
moved and stirred, indeed as we all were, 
by the timeless words of David HaM
elech. And so we continued as we drove 
on the endless silver ribbon of highway, 
the vast distance between us bridged, if 
only temporarily, by the power of true 
Jewish music. 

The Rebbetzin was truly a tower
mg figure - a pedagogue, an inno
vator, a visionary. She did not 

pander or cosset. She was not fluent in 
the psychological argot that is the lin
gua fmnca of today's educators. 

No - she stood on a lonely mountain 
peak, the peak of her own excellence, her 
fierce fidelity to Yiddishkeit, her intellect, 
and challenged generations of girls to 
scale it. • 
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THE WORLD OF THE BAAL TESHUVA 

W
arm wind blasts through the 
windows of the camp bus. 
"What's that?" my daughter 

asks me. I look down at her beautiful 
red-gold curls, whipping madly about 
her head. Her little face is contorted, eyes 
squeezed shut as tightly as they will go. 
We are riding along an unremarkable 
stretch of road, and I wonder what has 
inspired such antics. 

"It's a place where non-Jews worship;' 
I tell her. 

"That's what I thought," she affirms, 
her face never unscrunching for a 
moment. "You're not supposed to stare 
at them." 

"Oh;' I reply meekly, having just 
looked thoroughly myself. "We're past 
it now, you can open your eyes." She 
does so, continuing to talk and giggle, 
while I am caught up in my feelings for 
the rest of the afternoon. 

Who is this small person beside me? 
How did I, a baalas teshuva, come to be 
the parent of one of the class of people 
I have been trying to emulate my whole 
adult life? It is a joy, and yet a bittersweet 
pain, to see her do so effortlessly things 
that I struggled to master. 

My friend said it best, when describ
ing the difference between us, baal teshu
va parents, and those little frum-from
birth offspring. She told me, "To us, 
Torah is a coat we put on, to them ifs 
their skin." No matter how comfortable 
your coat is, no matter how much you 
love it, it's not your skin. So, how do I 
approach the task of teaching another 
human being to have skin? 

It's always an awesome responsibili
ty to raise children. But how much more 
so, when I'm trying to raise children to 

--------------------
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be something I've never been. As my 
husband and I struggle to raise emesdik 
Torah Yidden, we are plagued with ques
tions. Do allfrum 8-year-old boys go to 
shul? Are they supposed to like it? Are 
you negligent if you let your 5-year-old 
bentch only the first paragraph when you 
know he can do the whole thing? And 
those are the easy questions! 

I am intimidated by all that they will 
know that I will not. How can I be their 
parent if they can do Mishnayos, or 
know all of Navi, and I don't? Some
times I feel like I might drown in the sea 
of the things I do not know. What match 
am I for their Bais Yaakov I Cheder edu
cation? 

F
or days after the bus ride I come 
back to these thoughts. I tell 
myse)f, "Take one day at a time," 

and other such diches. But they don't 
comfort me. Then, ironically, one of my 
children answers all my questions. We 
are riding in the car with my mother 
when my oldest child turns to her and 
says, "I know that you're not frum. 
Grandma and Grandpa aren't either." 

"Great," I think to myself from the 
driver's seat, "that's bound to win 
friends and influence Bubbies:' 

He continues, unfazed by whatever 
reaction Bubbe might have had to his 
conversation opener. "But Mommy and 
Tatty are frum now. That means that 
they did it all by themselves, without 
anyone to teach them. That's something 
I can be really proud of." 

By this time I am smiling and tear
ing so profusely in the front seat that I 
am glad I am the driver and no one can 
see me. "Out of the mouth of babes" -

King David was right. I see now that I 
don't have to worry. I am giving my chil
dren something that only a baal teshu
va could. 

I can tell my child who learns Gemo
ra that I don't even begin to comprehend 
-you can look up to me, because I have 
a zechus that you never will. I can say, 
"Thanks for telling me;' when they point 
out gaps in my knowledge, such as 
church-viewing, and still feel like the 
parent. 

Being a baal teshuva doesn't stop 
when you become shomer n1itzvos. Our 
struggles with ourselves and our fami
lies continue throughout our lives. My 
children will watch as my husband and 
I strive to show kibud av v'aim and 
derech eretz under situations unimag
inable to the average frum family. How 
many weddings, bar mitzvos, and funer
als have we missed over the years 
because they were halachically prob
lematic? How many times have we had 
to explain to irate parents why the kids 
can't watch TV I read that book I wear 
that dress? Each choice, each painful 
choice is another brick in our personal 
Wailing Wall. A wall that represents, as 
does our holy wall in Yerushalayim, both 
the steadfastness of our faith and the 
tears shed acquiring it. 

For my children, I am a living embod
iment of the pasuk "I put before you this 
day the blessing and the curse, choose 
life:' just through my existence I am the 
most powerful message that they could 
have in this confusing, dark world, with 
its beckoning attractive fa~ade. I am 
showing them that Torah isn't just worth 
living. It's worth choosing. 

Name withheld by request 
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LITERATURE ALERT: 
NOT ONLY IN THE P.M. 

To the Editor: 
Re: JO issue of September 2000. First, 

let me salute Hollis Dorman for her 
excellent article, "The Marketplace of the 
Mind." She stresses the importance of 
carefully examining literature which 
children are exposed to in the secular 
portion of their education. Based on my 
experiences as a parent, however, I would 
add that it is also necessary to be 
extremely careful as to the literature our 
children are subject to in their lirnudei 
kodesh classes (I am not referring to sifrei 
kodesh). I really have no words to 
describe how upset I was when, look
ing through my high school daughter's 
Jewish history test-book, I discovered 
numerous passages that were pure, 
unadulterated apikorsus! I took imme
diate drastic action: I instructed my 
daughter that under no circumstances 
was she to open the book, regardless of 
possible consequences. I then contact
ed the school administration, and the 
textbook was withdrawn. (The school 
referred to is not located in Lake
wood.) 

AMK 
Lakewood, NJ 

RESPECT BETWEEN PARENTS AND 
CHILDREN: A TWO-WAY STREET 

To the Editor: 
Much has been written in sefarirn and 

Torah journals about the obligation of 
honoring parents (kibud av va'eirn), yet 
little is mentioned regarding parents' 
obligation of kavod habriyostoward their 
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children. One could argue that it is 
wrong to require kavod from parents 
toward children. Doesn't the Torah 
give parents exclusive rights of kavod, 
and consider their kavod equal to kavod 
Harnakom? Certainly. The unique 
respect and reverence for parents is fun
damental, and needs constant strength
ening. However, gedolim and 
mechanchirn emphasize that the dictum 
in Pirkei Avos, to be mechabed es 
habriyos (honor your fellow man) 
applies to our children, as well. When 
it comes to talking, the Torah wants us 
to weigh each word carefully, and pro
hibits ono'as devarim, verbal abuse to 
anyone, including our own children. So, 
basic kavod habriyos would apply to 
one's child, though it may be different 
and not as strict as kibud horirn. One 
gadol told me that parents are halachi
cally obligated to ask mechila (forgive
ness) from their children. During these 
times when we seek to prevent young 
teens from going astray, it seems appro
priate for parents to learn more specif
ic halachic guidelines and methods on 
how to manage speaking "respectfully" 
even to their own children. 

With the above in mind, I would like 
to share with your readers the follow
ing loose translation of excerpts from 
Sefer Habris, written by a giant of 
Torah, Rabbi Pinchas Eliyahu of Vilna 
(see biography information in Shem 
Hagedolim, also see Sefer Kibud Av 
Va'eim by Rabbi Hillel Litvak p. 65 ), who 
expressed his outlook on some of the 
aforementioned, many years ago. 

"There are some parents who prac
tice ahavas habriyos, and are careful 
never to hurt the feelings of any person, 
but when it comes to their own children, 

they express hate, insult and abuse. They 
seem to wonder whether speaking 
down to one's own offspring is so ter
ribly wrong, or whether it is really a 
breach of ahavas habriyos. They ask 
themselves: Don't our children come 
from us? Aren't they bound al pi Torah 
to fulfill kibud av va'eim? Aren't parents 
granted exclusive permission from the 
One Above to educate and chastise their 
children accordingly, so that they will 
follow in the ways of Hashem? 

"Their claim, however, is unreason
able and not al pi Torah. Why should
n't one's children be included in the pro
hibition of lo sisna es achicha (do not 
hate your brother) or ve'ahavta l'rei'acha 
kamocha (love thy friend like yourself)? 

"In fact, just as the Torah gives pri
ority to relatives and close ones when it 
con1es to performing acts of chessed, so 
too, are the consequences 7"i for inflict
ing pain on relatives far greater than for 
doing so to someone else." 

The Sefer Habris sums up with dire 
warnings to parents who abuse their 
children, for no constructive purpose. 

In conclusion, as one very successful 
parent put it, "Sure, kavod habriyos 
applies to all, but first and foremost to 
our children:' May kavod habriyos lead 
to more kavod Sharnayim, and may 
Moshiach come in this merit. 

JACOB !SH T!KVA 

Brooklyn 

IN PROTEST OF "DENIGRATION" OF 
DR. WARHAFTIG 

To the Editor: 
I have read and enjoyed The Jewish 

Observer for many years. Recently, how
ever, I was disturbed by your "zilzur' of 
Dr. Zerach Warhaftig. In your article by 
Dr. David Kranzler, "The Grand Escape" 
(June 2000), you take Dr. Zerach 
Warhaftig to task on several matters. 
After a brief introduction referring to 
him as "Veteran Mizrachi leader and for
mer Knesset member, Zerach 
Warhaftig," he is then referred to only 
as "Warhaftig" except for the last para
graph where he is disparagingly called 
Reb Warhaftig. In the introduction to 

The Jewish Observer, December 2000 



stripped of his credentials. When prop
er kavod is not given to a person, one 
begins to think whether the author's dis
agreement with that person's political 
views may color the author's historical 
presentation of the facts. Some of your 
readers might conclude that the blatant 
lack of kavod displayed to Dr. Warhaftig 
could indicate that perhaps the author 
has an agenda other than representing 
the truth as it occurred. 

Editorial Response: 

CHANA PouPKO 
Jerusalem, Israel 

The article by Dr. Kranzler was writ
ten in the journalistic style that often dis
penses with titles. The editorial intro
duction did indeed refer to Dr. Kranzler 
by title, and we should have been 
equally exacting in editorial references 
to Dr. Warhaftig. No disrespect was 
intended. N.W. 

Author's Response: 
No offense was meant against Dr. 

Warhaftig. When reading Dr. Warhaftig's 
book, Mrs. Poupko should bave noted 
how the author faults the Gadol Hadar, 
Rabbi Abaron Kotler ?··Yr, for allegedly 
not doing enough for hatzalah during 
World War II. His accusations were ahis
torical, and totally oblivious of the 
heroic role the Rosh Yeshiva played in 
both saving lives and establishing Torah 
in America and Bretz YisroeL Surely Mrs. 
Poupko was aware of how her late father, 
the legendary Irving Bunim ?-r, worked 
tirelessly with Reb Aharon in his wide 
range of activities. Mrs. Poupko should 
have also protested Dr. Warhaftig' s zilzul 
of these two giants. David Kranzler 

EDITORIAL CORRECTION 

Through a technical slip, two foot
notes to Yonason Rosenblum's article, 
"Israel on the Brink;' in last month's 
issue were omitted. We apologize for the 
fapse. They read: 

Footnote IO (to copy on page 7, col. 
2): The characterization of the intifada 
as" stone-throwing" was reminiscent of 
the way Peres and Rabin used to label 
post-Oslo terrorist victims "sacrifices" 

The Jewish Observer, December 2000 

for peace, as if they were a regrettable 
but necessary part of the Oslo process. 

Footnote 11 (to copy on page 8, col. 
3): As of this writing, the entire pack
age has been frozen by virtue of an 
agreement between Pri1ne Minister 
Barak and the Shas party. Ironically, that 
agreement was negotiated by Yossi 
Beilin, who had also served as Minister 
of Religions, and has taken the lead role 
in pushing the secular revolution. 

OMISSION 

The photograph on the cover of the 
November issue of The Jewish Observ
er, of the terrorist bomb explosion in 
Machaneh Yehuda in Jerusalem, was 
made available to JO courtesy of 
A.P./Wide World Photos. 
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DESlGn fr LA'JOUT 
II PLAYSTRUCTIJRES Ill SWINGS 
1111 STEEL Ill PLASTIC 
1111 SITE FURNISHINGS 
1111 SCHOOL & CAMP EQUIPMENT 
1111 BASKETBALL & VOLLEYBALL 

SYSTEMS 
1111 RUBBER RESILIENT FLOORING 
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• Equipment meets or exceeds 
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guidelines 
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Auto CAD 
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