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And I shall harden 7979's heart ... And he will not listen to you
.. And [ shall take out My legions, My people 2x7&7 23 from the land
of Egypt..” (11, 't niny)

Why was it necessary to harden niqa’s heart? What would
have been different if n¥79 would have allowed the Jews to leave? R'
Chaim Friedlander 21 explains: Had n¥2 listened to nyin's demand
that ba0i ma be released from Egypt, we might be grateful in some
manner to N9, nrapn did not want Yy ma to be thankful to
anyone but Him. Consequently, He created a situation where it was
obvious that only n7apn — without any “assistance” — took us out of
DN,

The VTN teaches us the extent to which we must recognize
our benefactor so that we can feel gratitude towards that person. nYn
127 killed a »3n who was striking a Jew. When this became known,
N was forced to flee the country, fearing for his life, and he came to
PR, One day, as 1Y's daughters were pushed away by the local
shepherds, Ny stepped in and dispersed the would-be attackers.
When the girls came home, they told v that an »3n ¥X had
rescued them. The simple explanation is that ngi was dressed like a
¥, so they thought that it was a myn who had intervened on their
behalf.

The ¥qmm interprets the words differently by first citing a

iYahrtzeits 2 Gedolm >0

paw sy 2r¥T NPINEAN 2N 1 (Abu Hasira) was born in Tafilalt,
5650 —5744  Morocco, on MW wNa. His father, myin 2 (Mas’ud, 9952 of
1890 — 1984 - .

2¥n. A man is bitten by a wasp and runs to the river to cool off the
stinging bite. Arriving at the river, he sees a child drowning and jumps
in to save him. The child tells the man, “If not for you, | would have
drowned.” The man replies, “If not for the wasp, | would not have
been here to save you.” When jp’'s daughters thanked nyh for
saving them, he told them, “Do not thank me; thank the »un that |
killed. If not for him, | would not be here today.” Thus, when $1nY's
daughters spoke of a M3 having saved them, they were referring to
the »31n whom nvh had killed. The words of ia3’s daughters can be
interpreted as, "a "y rescued us” — the »¥n who caused nWh's
running away saved them.

There are many niy¥n that are based on 2ion n1an. The
most well known is the m¥n of o>1922 NIPR, the reading of the or 7123
(M0 mn). )

mann YN

The 7m0 explains that the purpose of reading the four o'pIo2 in the
w19 of 7393 is to verbalize our feeling of Thank You.” The level of
gratitude is stronger when we say with words that we are feeling in
our hearts. The gun continues and explains that the stronger the
feeling of gratitude, the greater will be the new no73 that we will
receive from 7. In His kindness, "1 rewarded us with this myh (to
express our feelings) so that we will merit to receive additional n27a.
[This adds another dimension to the myn of DM¥R NN 1av (MR
N3] Adagted from: y1awa apa2 5¥ TINA 120

Gedolim Glimpses «—-SG

Baba Sali, which means our praying Father, was
the fitle bestowed upon YwqEy
Ahuchatzeirah oyt who prayed

the noin bYay 1iNg the apw Pan), was the p7 nva an. He had
a N2 an his estate which a7 M joined upon his Mmyn 73. The program
was rigorous: The ©*1Na rose at midnight for nixn ypR, learned nZap until
D TeyY, went to the Mmpn before NNy, learned yrya xR first 979,
and had a Y in Ty WY after nnyn. At age 16, he married Freha
Amsalem. DNy 11 visited DN Y twice before settling there in 1964. In
1970, he moved to nipn), where his home became the 5"y« to thousands
of visitors. He was a 23 9373 who was a true '7 T2y. He was as great a
TON 2¥2 as he was a Nain oya.

constantly. When he heard about
suffering people, he would beg 7 to

transfer their pain to him. Once he was

overheard whispering, “7, Creator of the
world, | am ready to enter a furnace of fire
and give my life as an atonement for ..
using the person’'s name and the name of the
person’s mother! Is it any wonder that he touched the
lives of thousands?
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*7spoke to 7ph and said to him, I am 77

The word 727 connotes harsh speech, as indicated in the
words of the D9 .. .niWE NEX IND TN WD 13T, The man, the
lord of the land, spoke (27} harshly to us ... (2:212 n*¥x13). The word
nnn represents gentle speech, as indicated by the words ~ann na...
apw mab, So shall you say (onNn) to the House of 3y (v niny),
on which yq comments, 12711232y MNR ©DWIN 9N — These are
the women; say to them with gentle language.

In our 709, we find both types of speech. DPON 13
represents harsh speech, while MM represents gentle speech.
Which one was it; did 1 speak harshly or gently?

The answer is: Both. *7 was reprimanding Ny, as »7¢1 says,
M Dyo NN N2 0ID) 12T NYRNY DY VaYn NN 12T — He spoke
to [m¥b] with words of rebuke for speaking harshly and saying, “Why
have You harmed this people?” The min is teaching us that even
when rebuke is necessary, it should be given in a gentle manner.
When rebuking a person, we should not tell him, “You are a scoffer”
— rather, we should tell him, “You are a wise man!” — and it is
therefore unbecoming for you to act in a certain way. The chances of
success in influencing a person to change his ways are much greater if
we speak to him in this way than if we pour harsh criticism upon him.

R' Yitzchak Zilberstein N"MY5W
incident:

He got into a taxi, and when he sat down next to the driver,
he felt very uncomfortable. The driver, who sported a braid and
earrings, did not exactly resemble the traditional lew, to put it mildly.

The driver noticed his discomfort, and showed him that he
wearing 3. “l am in the process of becoming a nmawn 5¥a," the
driver explained, “but right now it is still difficult for me to part with

related the following

-
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Keep the Meter Running

the braid and the earrings. Eventually, with '7’s help, | will get rid of
them. In the meantime, | have already decided to begin wearing
TN, as you can see.”

The driver then told me what had led him to decide
to become ohservant. “Some time ago, | has a passenger whase
bearing and clothing indicated that he was a chassidic Rebbe. He
asked me to take him from Holon to Bnei Brak. When we arrived at
his house in Bnei Brak, he turned to me and said, | see that you are
hungry and thirsty, and you probably have not yet eaten today. Come
up to my house with me and we will eat together, but please do not
turn off the meter.’

“| wanted to turn off the meter, but he was adamant that |
leave it running, and | could not refuse him. | went up to his house,
and he served me food and drink. Then he said, "You probably have
not put on p9an today, so come do the man with me. Don't worry, it
is all at my expense; the meter is still running, and | will pay you for
your time.

“I could not help but be impressed by this Rebbe. | have
seen many people try to get others to perform man, but what
impressed me more than anything was the Rebbe’s insistence that
the meter continue running because he did not want me to lose time
from work. | was so moved that | told myself, If there are Jews like
this in the world, | have to join them.

“When the Rebbe accompanied me back to my taxi, he paid
me more than the amount that the meter showed, arguing that the
price on the meter did not include waiting time. ‘You came up te my
house, and | made you wait,’ the Rebbe said as he paid me.”

How much extra money did the Rebbe pay the taxi driver?
5107 5207 For that price, he bought the heart of a Jew and reunited
that Jewish soul with his Father in Heaven.

Adapted from; Aleinu L'shabeyach (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

‘\#‘.

'
E
 —

Dear Talmid,

Among those who sat in Baba Sali’s
D4¥Y waiting room one morning was a woman
and her teenage son. The mother told the N33,
R Eliyahu, about their strained and tense
relationship.

Finally, it was their turn to see Baba
Sali, and the >n33 ushered them into his
chambers. Hesitantly, the boy entered the
room. At Baba Sali's request, the boy’s mother
went outside to wait. Baba Sali looked at the
teenager and asked him to sit down. Both the
boy and his mother, who was standing just
outside the room, heard what R' Eliyahu said to
Baba Saliin Arabic.

“The mother of this boy asks the 17
to bless her son with myn, attributes, that he

lacks, through words of pwn, encouragement,
and strength, especially emphasizing the maxn
of oiy ax ma."

Tears filled Baba Sali’s eyes while he
listened to the story. As they streamed down
his cheeks, he whispered to himself, “f my
mother were alive, | would carry her on my
shoulders and dance with nnnv, joy.” Seeing
the p¥14's pain and hearing his longing for his
mother reached deep into the boy's sensitive
heart, The youth lowered his head between his
hands and began to cry. With a tear-stained
face, he went outside the room to his mother
and begged that she forgive him for the grief he
had caused her recently.

Baba Sali motioned for him to return

Q’/’C\Q/ " Focus--Middos \D/Qﬂ“*g

to the room. He told him a beautiful and
personal story about his brother’s ox) ax a2
He then blessed the boy. “If you promise to
change your ways, | will bless you with aiv 93,
everything good,” said the 17. “You will be
happy with everything if you obey and cbserve
the myn of ony an T33." The 17's words
affected the boy deeply. He was a changed
person.

My bR, Baba Sali never needed to
mention a person’s wrongdoing. His message
was from a heart overflowing with love for his
fellow lew. Such a message will always be
heard! )
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Story odapted from Bobe Sali {Judnica Press)

® One who has not completed owm ToN) NP oY before @ One who has not completed oMR NN NIPR DWW before

MY on nav should do so befaore his first daytime npyp  his first daytime n7We on navw still has an opportunity to

Halacha
Corner

Q1T 9
NI DIW NiDM
DA TN

on nay. do so before naya nnan N29m.

“Snce we only discuss 1-3 mepn. s Impertant to consider these nizgn in the contest of the bigger pacture: Use them as astarting point for further in-depth study




Last week was the first of six weeks of the 0/m221¢ contest
and we are adding a special prize every week. The weekly winner will
receive a beautiful new Chumash with the "3 vyn vig [ DTl
WnTwIa). This e explains and translates the words of DR into
YTiPD 1Yz,

The v yitn once told someone that oy 22 2 pann
— [one who is 1710 Payp] will be blessed with long life ( 97 nioqa
:n) a guaranteed n273 of long life from »a m and NP 12 N0 M.
How many weeks would we travel for a n2792 of oy nxp from waq
ViTRn? The Wt \Win then added, “If we are lax in this w217 290, we
are lacking in DY T8 MmN,

It is noteworthy that R* Moshe Feinstein 98t writes that the
21N of DYH TN NP 00 s equal in importance to all Y277 nisn.

The Pirchei Agudas Yisroel Newsletter Tna) NJpR onv
o program has been designed as follows:

®Boys from 1% and 2™ grade should complete the nyag until
ny.

03 grade until wrov.

o4" grade until w1,

a5'" grade until "Wnn.

oc!" grade until s¥w.

7" and 8" grades should complete the entire 2.

To join the contest, please send a weekly fax signed by a
parent to 718 506 9633 — include your grade, name, school, city, state,
contact and fax #. Participants will be entered in a raffle for a beautiful
set of o¥IN ni>imy niNgpn.

We will nox be announcing the names of those who are
entered into the DMWIR TNN) NIPR ONY contest (faxes must be
received by Sunday at 7:00 p.m.). Below are the current contestants:

Grade 1 — Simcha Fireworker, Avi Goldbord, Nachi Goldstein, Shlfomo
Gross, Avi Grossberger, Aharon (tzkowitz, Chagai Jaapon, Sruli Kagan,
Chaim Lederer, Yechiel Yehuda Minzer, Yonason Moradi, Nisson Noviko,
Avromi Perl, Shiomo Salgo, Zevi Shilit, Mordechai Slomovics, Eli Steur,
Bentzi Stroh, David Tepfer, Nesanel Vacselberg, Mashe Wertzberger,
Nathan Yaiche, Chaim Zahler, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY;
Boruch Solomon, Fallsburg Cheder School, Fallsburg, NY; Yehuda
Tessler, Yeshivas Torah Institute, Baltimore, MD; Moshe Lasar, Yeshiva
Shaare Tzion, Piscataway Township, NJ; Zev Cohen, Yeshiva Orchos
Chaim, Lakewood, NJ; Refoel Smith, Yeshiva Ketana Passaic; Dovid
Rabinowitz, Yeshiva M'kor Baruch; Passiac, NJ.

Grade 2 — Meir Benhamo, Pinchas Bookson, Moshe Dahan, Daniel
Friedman, Ari Goldman, Eliyahu Jakubovic, Moshe Eliezer Kahan,
Shimon  Kaufman, Kupczyk, David Mordechai, Yehuda
Obermeister, Gavriel Orzel, Daniel Shilman, Yisroel Yefet, Moishe

Avrumi

3" Annual Pirchei nnaw Contest

Zimmerman, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Nesanel Yehuda Keller, Yeshiva
Chaim Berlin; Shlomo Feitman, Aharon Gifter, Yossi Gray, Shmuel Haas,
Aharon Heorowitz, Shaya Landau, Avrohom Levitin, Aharon Meiman,
Shlomo Reichman, Kalman Rubinstein, Simcha Shapiro, Tzvi Eli Stern,
Hillel Travitsky, Sruli Yifat, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY;
Mordechai Shlomo Smith, Yeshiva Ketana Passaic, Passiac, NJ; Yossi
Scherer, Cincinnati Hebrew Day School; Cincinnati, OH; Chaim Feifer,
Yeshiva Derech Hatorah, Wickliffe, OH.

Grade 3 — Dovi Lerner, Zevi Melcer, Yeshiva Ahavas Torzh; Moshe
Fastag, Zalmi Friedman, Moishy Guttman, Mendy Herbstman, Mashe
Koritz, Ari Korsinsky, Shuie Lang, Yerachmiel Lasker, Yakov Perl, Shaulie
Schechter, Yitzy Yachie, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY.

Grade 4 — Yonah Fogel, Moshe Boruch Mahpour, Avrohom Rosenberg,
Alex Tusher, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Eli Weichselboum, Yeshiva Ohr
Shraga; Elivahu Berger, Moshe Blum, Moshe Brachfeld, Shlomo
Czeisler, Dovid Egri, Daniel Farkas, Shmuly Frank, Ari Gray, Dovid
Rubinstein, Yakov Schwartzmer, Yakov Shienerman, Mayer Slamowics,
Avi Stahl, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Yitzchok Zev Solomon,
Avromi Kaufman, Fallsburg Cheder School, Fallsburg, NY: Gamiliel
Mordechai Sternberg, Yeshiva of Spring Valley, Monsey, NY; Cobi
Scherer, Cincinnati Hebrew Day School; Cincinnati, OH; Aron Shlomo
Davis, Kesser Torah; Gateshead, UK.

Grade 5 — Mordechai Dovid Beylus, Moshe Gelb, Menachem Manis
Lang, Shmuel Chaim Yomtov, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Aharon Fried,
Aharon Harel, Chanoch Harel, Dovi Hirsch, Moshe Itzkowitz, Avromy
Leshkowitz, Zvi Elimelech Levitin, Shuli Lowy, Michoel Minzer, Shmuel
Pearlman, Aharon Plotsker, Yehuda Travitsky, Noam Zarinmanesh,
Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Avrohom Sclomon, Fallsburg
Cheder School, Fallsburg, NY; Ari Wind, Yeshiva of South Shore,
Woodmere, NY; Vassie Atlas, Dov Belsky, Yehuda Chaifetz, Menashe
Moshe Hack, Reuven Kleiner, Tzvi Linzer, Sruly Lurie, Yehoshua Oratz,
Meir Simcha Paige, Levi Yitzchak Salazar, Binyomin Statfeld, Chaim
Steinhardt, Yoni Zeiger, Yeshivas Torah Institute, Baltimore, MD; Chaim
Yeruchern Cohen, Chaim Shmuel Rayman, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim,
Lakewood, NJ.

Grade 6 — Zev Lapidoth, Shimon Stahl, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn,
NY; Yehoshua Ottensoser, Cincinnati Hebrew Day School; Cincinnati,
OH.

Grade 7 — Eitan Brown, Yosef Chaim Gutman, Maoshe Ya'akov Herskovic,
David Kapetas, Zevi Leibler, Akiva Merl, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Yedidya
Grant, Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Mordechai Scherer,
Cincinnati Hebrew Day School; Cincinnati, OH.

Grade 8 — Yehuda Auerbach, Eli Feuchtwanger, Gershom Gorbulsky,
Leiby Mutterperl, Yeshurin Sorscher, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Brooklyn,
NY; Yehoshua Reidler, Yeshivas Torah Institute, Baltimore, MD.
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PIRCHE! AGUDAS YISROEL OF AMERICA

THE YOUNE R’ ELIYOHU SINGER AND R’ YlSQOEL. R’ ELIYOHU BECAME A ROV IN THE TORAS

SPIRA WERE CLOSE FRIENDS AND CHAVRUSOS IN EMES, ESTERICH HLNGARY CALUSTRO-HLINGARYD
TSCHECHIEN, GALICIA. ONE DAY IN 1933... SHUL, IN NEWARK, NJ, AND THEN BROUGHT
R OVER HIS FAMILY. HE SERVED UNTIL HIS SUDDEN
MY WIFE, RAIZEL, KI MALACHAV YETZAVEH PASSING IN NOVEMBER, 1943,

AND I DISCUSSED LACH... EVERY PERSON IS
MOVING TO AMERICA. PROTECTED BY TWO MALACHIM...
I ASK THE ROV FOR A KEEP T CLOSE TO YOU..ANY
BRACHA FOR ME AND | PLACE YOU SETTLE SHOULD BE

MY CHILDREN... "MACHANAYIM" - YOUR CAMP,
B TOEGETHER WITH HIS PROTECTIVE
MALACHIM.

YOUR FATHER, ZECHER
TZADDIK LIVRACHA, FERVENTLY
WISHED FOR HIS OLOEST SON TO
TAKE HIS POSITION... AND ON BEHALF
OF THE KEHILLA, WE WILL 8E HONORED
TO HAVE MOREINL HARAV DOVID

SERVE AS OUR LEADER...

AFTER SUFFEQING THE HORPRORS OF WWII AND LOSING HIS i RPEB DOVID HAD THE ZECHUS TO DRIVE THE
WIFE, CHILOREN AND GRANDCHILOREN, THE BLUZHEVER REBBE, R’ | REBBE AND HIS NEW REBBETZIN TO UPSTATE
SPIRA, ARRIVED ON AMERICAN SHORES IN 1948, HE WAS GREETED | NEW YOPRK, WHERE THEY STAYED EVERY
CHAVRUSAH'S CHILDREN. SUMMER. THREE YEARS LATER, IN JULY 1951,
S AFTER A LONE, SWEATY FIVE-HOLIR TRIP...

WHERE'S Y REBBE... I'VE
youp ¢ MHEQ: TAKEN OVER MY FATHER'S '\ MY YESHAYA
- FOR THREE YEARS WITHOUT  Abgm ' iy il
/ I FREEMAN WAS NIFTAR?
BAVAN e ERLOPEN.) OY! BARLICH DAYAN
&'NI ATA? ANI HAYOM | HA'EMES... OY! EARLIER THIS
VELIDETICHA YEAR, I GAVE HIM MY WORD
' THAT T WOLLD BE MASPID HIM
(DELIVER A ELLOGY). WHERE
WILL T FIND A CAR SERVICE

— = - \ - %5 OR TRAIN THIS LATE IN
*YOU ARE MY CHILDREN! l— I THE EVENING?

TODAY I BAVE BIRTH TO fi{ REE POVID AND HIS BROTHERS BECAME
7] || LKE CLOSE FAMLY TO THE PEGGE. |

R DOVID WAS TIRED AND HOT AFTER THE TRIP, SO A BEAUTIFUL, HEALTHY BABY BOY WAS BORN ON i
THE REBBE TRIED EVERY POSSIBLE MEANS TO GET TO SHABBOS, 5 TAMMUZ 5712 ... AND WAS NAMED AFTER THE
NEW YORK SOME OTHER WAY, BUT EVERY SOLUTION RERBE'S CHAVRUSA! THE REBRE COLILD NOT ATTEND THE |
HE FOLIND MEANT ARRIVING AFTER THE BURIAL. BRIS, BUT ATTENDED THE PIDYON HABEN...

P’ DUVIOL, T HAVE A )
PROMISE TO FULFILL, PLEASE BARPLCH ATA ..V'TZIVANLI AL
TAKE ME TO WILLIAMSBURE... LIN - PIDYON HABEN/..BARLICH ATA...
ICH ZU& DER TZI, A BEN ZACHAR IN SHEHEHECHIYANU, V'KIY"MANU
A YOHR TZEIT/ (AND I GIVE YOU MY VHIEIYANU LAZMAN HAZEH!
WORD, A BARY BOY WITHIN A YEAR
FROM NOW!>

IRV 1 SPIRA, THE BLUZHOVER REBBE 7731, WAS BORN IN REISCHA, GALICIA, TO YW M (PREVIOUS
BLUZHOVER PEERED AND MioN, FROM A VERY EARLY AEE, IT WAS ORVIOUS THAT DNIW M WAS
DESTINED FOR GREATNESS. AT THE AGE OF 13, HE RECEIVED 12U 8Y THE D"WInn, THE 11 OF
BREZHAN, WHO TESTIFIED TO HIS INCREDIBLE LEVEL OF NIiN LEARNING, AFTER HIS MARRIAGE, HE
BECAME 11 OF ISTRIK, NEAR SANOK. AFTER HIS FATHER'S NVA IN 1431, INIWY 1 WAS CROWNED
REBBE, HE LOST HIS ENTIRE FAMILLY IN WWIT, AND THEN IMMIGRATED TO THE LS. IN 1948, HE REMARRIED
TO NN MELCHIOR, WHO HAD LOST HER HUSBAND IN THE CAMPS, AND HE ALSO ADOPTED HER CHILD.
HE WAS A BELOVED LEADER, SENIOR MEMBER OF THE NN AND LINKED THE POST-WAR GENERATION
TO THE EAUTY OF PREWAR D). HIS 7IM 2T ON THE NPWI9 AND D210 D) WERE PUBLISHED

POSTHUMOUSLY IN INILT X192, IN 3007, ",
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