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R’ Pam lovingly recalled the kavod R’ 
Dovid Leibovitz showed his talmidim, even 

a 15-year-old new talmid entering his bais 
medrash shiur in Torah Vodaath...

*The Yiddish word ihr meaning ‘you’ is 
used when showing respect (talking in 
3rd person). ‘Du,’ meaning “you” (in 1st 

person), is more appropriate for a talmid.
*R’ Abba Zalka Gewirtz, zt”l, a well-

known talmid muvhak of R’ Dovid.

Even though the train trip would take from 
Wednesday to Friday morning, R’ Dovid 

purchased the cheapest tickets. They had a 
seat in a compartment without any sleeping 

accommodations. After a grueling trip...

At the wealthy man’s home they were 
greeted with very little enthusiasm.

In the early years of R’ Dovid’s 
new Yeshivah Chofetz Chaim...

R’ Dovid respected everyone. He not 
only molded his talmidim to be talmidei 

chachamim but also taught them how to live 
every moment with true K’vod Shamayim.

Nu! Avrohom...
vos zogt 

ihr...?

My dear R’ Abba Zalka*, I 
have no funds even pay for the 
fuel to heat the bais medrash, 

so I made some appointments in 
Miami, Florida.

Rebbi, Miami? 
How should I 

arrange the train 
tickets?

Mayne tayere - I 
purchased them 

already.

My first 
appointment is within 

the hour; let’s go 
directly there.

I just arrived 
from New York. I came 
to give you a share in 

the very precious Torah 
of our Bachurim. Really? Well, I 

don’t have patience 
for these stories... I 
don’t have any more 

time... next!
Thank you 
so much!

Wow! Rebbe used 
“Ihr”* when talking 

to even me!

ט”ו כסלו  1941 - 1889  5702 - 5650

Rav Dovid Leibowitz was born in Dzyatlava, Belarus, to ר׳ אריה זאב הכהן. As a teenager, he 
studied in the Radin ישיבה, where he had 12-hour daily private study sessions with his great-
uncle, ר׳ ישראל מאיר הכהן, the Chofetz Chaim, and helped write the last volume of the ברורה 
 He also learned there under R’ Naftoli Trop. In 1908, he transferred to the Slabodka .משנה
 where he learned under the Alter, R’ Nosson Tzvi Finkel. In 1915, he succeeded his ,ישיבה
father-in-law as rav of Salcininkai. Six years later, he returned to Slabodka as a founding 
member of its כולל. In 1926, he came to the U.S. as a fund-raiser for the כולל and was invited 
to become the first ראש ישיבה of מתיבתא תורה ודעת. His students included ר גדליהו הלוי שארר 
and ר אברהם יעקב הכהן פאם זצ״ל. In 1933, he founded ישיבת חפץ חיים. There he transplanted to 

the U.S. his unique style of תלמוד study as well as the Slabodka school of מוסר.

Hashem has great love [and 
reward] for those who endure 

“shame for His glory!” This man’s 
actions gave us the opportunity to be 

Yechezkel ben Buzi people!

Rebbi, why did you 
thank him? Where is 
his kvod haTorah?

What a great zechus 
we have! Let me explain... 

the navi Yechezkel ben Buzi’s 
family got their name from 
the word buz, shame. They 

were willing to suffer shame 
for the glory of Hashem 

and His Torah.
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

 And Bezalel made the Ark…     
מֹות לז:א(.    ֵאל ֶאת ָהָאֺרן... )שְּ ַצלְּ ַוַיֲעׂש בְּ  

The חּוָמא ָרש ַתנְּ ֵהל ֶפֶרק ח) ָפָרָשה in this week’s ִמדְּ  points (ַוַיקְּ
out that when ד׳ commanded ֺמֶשה to build the ָארֹון, the תֹוָרה says: 
ָעׂשּו  ֲארֹון  ֲעֵצי  ִשִטים …  And  they  shall  make  the  Ark  of  acacia  ,וְּ
wood … (כה:י), using the plural pronoun. When discussing any other 
ָעִׂשיתָ  ,uses the singular word תֹוָרה vessel, the ,ֵכִלי  .and you shall make ,וְּ
The ָרש ָעׂשּו explains that the plural ִמדְּ  that is used in regards to the וְּ
 and the ,תֹוָרה represents the entire ,לּוחֹות which contains the ,ָארֹון
word ָעׂשּו ַלל  comes to teach us that each and every member of וְּ כְּ
ָרֵאל  belongs to everyone ָארֹון The .תֹוָרה must have a portion in the ִיׂשְּ
and must be built by everyone.  

Rav Pam ַזַצ״ל relates that the ָחֵפץ ַחִיים once set out to raise 
a certain amount of money for a תֹוָרה-related cause. A certain wealthy 
individual volunteered to donate the entire sum that was required. He 
explained the motive of his generosity to the ָחֵפץ ַחִיים saying, “Why 
must the Rebbe burden himself so much? Here is the entire amount 
that is needed!” The ָחֵפץ ַחִיים refused to take all the money from this 
individual, contending that since all Jews are required to have a share 
to support תֹוָרה, it would not be fair for one person to donate the full 
amount and take the entire כּות   .merit, for himself ,זְּ

Although this decision obviously caused the ָחֵפץ ַחִיים an 
additional burden, as well as ִבּטּול תֹוָרה, losing time from studying 

 understood that it would not be proper to allow ָחֵפץ ַחִיים the ,תֹוָרה
one person to take the entire כּות  for himself and not allow others to זְּ
take part in it as well. He learned from this ָרש  belongs תֹוָרה that the ִמדְּ
to everyone and the ָארֹון must be built by everyone. 

 In a similar vein, the ָחֵפץ ַחִיים would also explain that when 
the תֹוָרה is discussing the donations for the building of the ָכן  it ,ִמשְּ
does not say, רּוָמה נּו ִלי תְּ ִיתְּ  And they shall give to Me a portion, but ,וְּ
rather, רּוָמה חּו ִלי תְּ ִיקְּ מֹות ) …And they shall take for Me a portion ,וְּ שְּ
ָכן When donating to the .(כה:ב ָרֵאל ,ִמשְּ ַלל ִיׂשְּ  were not giving, they כְּ
were taking, i.e. taking a share in the ָוה ָכן of building the entire ִמצְּ  .ִמשְּ

It is interesting to note that when the ָחֵפץ ַחִיים would speak 
to fundraisers for ִשיבֹות  causes, he would explain to תֹוָרה and other יְּ
them that their approach should not be to speak of the needs of the 
ִשיָבה ִמיֵדי ֲחָכִמים or the needs of ,יְּ  The fundraiser should explain .ַתלְּ
that they are not coming to ’take’ money, they are coming to ’give’ 
opportunity.  תֹוָרה belongs to everyone and the fundraiser should 
clarify to potential donors the great כּות  that he is giving them a share זְּ
in the opportunity to support of תֹוָרה.  

We must recognize that תֹוָרה belongs to everyone. The תֹוָרה 
is teaching us that each person must be given the כּות  to be able to זְּ
give their unique contribution towards the building of תֹוָרה. 

Adapted from: The Rav Pam Haggadah & Shir Hashirim (with kind permission from Feldheim) 

 grew up in Dolhinov, Poland. He left for ר׳ ַיֲעֺקב ַקִמֶנְצִקי ַזַצ״ל
Minsk at age 11. In 1905, ר׳ ַיֲעֺקב, along with ר׳ ַאֲהֺרן Kotler, 
went to learn under דֶער ַאלטֶער ִמְסַלּבֹוְדָקא. During WWI, he 

took refuge in R' Yechiel Michel Gordon’s ְיִשיָבה in Lomza. In 1919, he 
married Rebbetzin Ita Ettel. In 1937, they left for the US. At  ר׳ שרגא פַײװל
 in 1945, a position he ּתֹוָרה ְוַדַעת in רֺאש ְיִשיָבה s request, he became’ֶמְנְדלֹוִביץ
held until he retired. Along with ר׳ ֺמֶשה Feinstein, he led American Jewry in 
issues of  ָהכָ ֲהל  and  ַהפָ קָ ְש ה . A ָּבִקי in many areas of ּתֹוָרה, he was renowned 
for his insightful ִּדְק ּדּוק and expertise in ֲהלָ כָ ה, especially the “5th ֵחֶלק” of 
 ַש״ס ,ּתֹוָרה on ֱאֶמת ְלַיֲעֺקב are printed in ִחּדּוִשים His .(common sense) שו״ע
and ְלָחן ָערּוְך  .שֻׁ

 כ״ט אדר
5651 — 5746 
1891 — 1986 

The son of a ְלִמיד  of R' Yaakov תַּ
Kamenetsky ״ל צַּ  had to undergo many זַּ
difficult  and  complicated  medical 
procedures as a child. R' Yaakov was 
very involved in all aspects of this 
young child’s medical care. When the 
boy reached the age of ר ִמְצָוה  'R ,בַּ
Yaakov  told  him,  “I  look  forward  to 
deriving much ת חַּ  from you, because you נַּ
were the cause of my having many sleepless 
nights.” 

Haas

TorahThoughts



An Unforgettable FlightLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz ChaimMoment

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

מֹות מ:יא)  ים…  (שְׁ ַח ֺקֶדש ָקָדשִּ בֵּ זְׁ ָהָיה ַהמִּ …וְׁ  
 The altar shall be holy of holies.  
 The outer  ַח ְזבֵּ  is described as holy of holies, while the מִּ
inner  ַח ְזבֵּ  which is the holier of the two, and was in the ,(40:10) מִּ
inner chambers, is described merely as ֺקֶדש, holy. Why? 
 R' Moshe Feinstein ַזַצ״ל notes that this teaches us 2 
important lessons: a) A יד ָחָכם מִּ ָרש who ‘lives’ in the ַתלְׁ דְׁ ית ַהמִּ  must בֵּ
be careful to be even more holy when he is outside among ordinary 
people. He must be influenced so strongly by his תֹוָרה that his 
behavior  will  naturally  impress  other  people.   b)  One  who  is 
considered ֺקֶדש, holy, in the company of י תֹוָרה נֵּ  is considered to be בְׁ
holy  of  holies  by  outsiders,  in  the  sense  that  his  behavior  is 
scrutinized carefully. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 The late hour worried R' Chaim Kahan, a bearded Orthodox 
Jew, but he had no choice. If he wanted to get home for ַשָבת he 
would be forced to take the flight that arrived in Denver from San 
Francisco a mere two hours before ַשָבת. His friend, R' Yehudah 
Lefkovitz, would pick him up at the airport; they hoped there would 
be no delays. 
 The flight departed on time and R' Chaim’s worry about 
being delayed for ַשָבת dissipated. The weather was pleasant and the 
pilot announced that they would be arriving a few moments ahead of 
schedule. 
 But suddenly everything changed. With about a half-hour 
left  to  the  flight  the  captain  announced:  “Attention,  ladies  and 
gentleman. This is your captain speaking … I regret to inform you that 
the hydraulic system has failed … Remove all sharp objects from your 
pockets and lean forward. Place your head between your legs and 
brace for a crash landing. Oh, and one more thing — please pray.” 
 At first no one moved or spoke. Then suddenly everyone 
began to cry softly. R' Chaim followed the instructions and began 
reflecting on his own life… What sort of a father/husband had he 

been? Had he really done all he could? He was young, but he had 
learned what one is supposed to do during one’s last moments on 
this world. And so, softly, tearfully, quietly, he began reciting ודּוי  .וִּ
Afterwards, he tried to remain calm and began saying those chapters 
of ים לִּ הִּ  he knew by heart. The words came forth from his heart as תְׁ
he prepared to meet his Creator. 
 An hour after the first announcement had been issued, the 
plane began its final descent, but it did not descend the way a plane 
normally does. Instead it descended the way a helicopter does, and it 
touched the ground gently, with just a slight bump. 
 The passengers sat up straight again and looked out the 
windows  to  convince  themselves  that  they  were  indeed  alive. 
Afterwards, when they saw the many emergency vehicles rushing 
toward the plane, they realized that indeed a miracle had just taken 
place. In a brilliant move, the pilot had exhausted the fuel supply, and 
the plane had been able to float to the ground safely. Cries of relief 
filled the cabin and cheers erupted from the thankful passengers. 
 Realizing that ַשָבת was in less than an hour, R' Chaim 
unfastened  his  seatbelt,  opened  the  overhead  compartment, 
removed his attaché case and rushed toward the exit door. Just as he 
reached the door, he was stopped by the flight attendants. “Rabbi, do 
you have a minute?” 
 R' Chaim looked up at them, wondering what they could 
possibly want from him after the harrowing flight they had been 
through. “We want you to know something. During the entire last 
hour  of  the  flight  when  we  thought  we  were  going  to  die,  the 
passengers looked to us for strength. And, Rabbi, we all looked to 
you!”  
 R' Chaim recounted this story a few months later when he 
spoke at a dinner. He felt that the entire ordeal had happened be-
cause הקב״ה wants us to realize that the world is watching us and 
looking at how we behave. We must not let them down. 

Adapted from: Touched by a Story (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות רכילות כלל א׳ סעיף ח׳
*Everyone expected Moshe to get the highest honor for his ֶחֶסד activities. He 
had just created a project: ‘Adopt-a-hurricane-family-for-a-month.’ Each boy 
collected for one month for one family. Levi had overheard the ִיים  ֶרבֵּ
discussing the winner. Most agreed Moshe should win, but one ֶרִבי disagreed 
in a loud voice. The principal named Chaim as the grand winner for his ‘5-
minute-a-חֹוֶלה’ project, for which each boy had to call or visit a sick person for 
5 minutes a week. Levi went to pacify Moshe. 
Was Levi allowed to share this information to pacify Moshe?  
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: The ִאּסּור of ְרִכילּות is transgressed even with hinting, even if the purpose is to 
pacify someone.  The more appropriate way for Levi to pacify Moshe would be to 
explain that many friends viewed his project as the best one of the year, and it must 
have been a very close call.  

 The custom is to take a feather with which to dust out the ָחֵמץ 
from the holes and cracks. 

 It is customary to use a single wax candle or a flashlight for ִדיָקה  .בְּ

 Some commonly overlooked areas which one should search for 
 include: Clothing pockets, knapsacks, work desks, school ָחֵמץ
lockers, etc.  

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings
At the age of 11, R' Yaakov Kamenetsky ַזַצ״ל went to learn in the 
יָבה יָבה of Minsk. After he passed the entry exam of the ְישִׁ  ,רֺאש ְישִׁ
R’ Shlomo Glovenchitz ַזַצ״ל, some staff members still doubted if 
he should be accepted due to his youth. They said to the young 
ְצָוה You are not even“ ,ַיֲעֺקב  ,yet!” With childish innocence ַבר מִׁ
he answered, “ יז  ישט צּו  —װָאס אִׁ יְך הָאב גֶעקּומֶען צּו לֶערנֶען ּתֹוָרה, נִׁ אִׁ
ְנָין  not ,ּתֹוָרה Well, I came here to learn — זַײן דֶער צֶענטֶער פַאר ַא מִׁ
to be the tenth man for a ְנָין  ”.מִׁ

Source: Heard at the ת בָּ  table שַׁ

UnderstandingDavening
An edited selection of חֹוֶדש ת הַׁ  יֹוְצרֹות ְלָפָרשַׁ

י ָשִנים ְרָבָעה ָראשֵׁ  These are the four New … אַׁ
Years in every Jewish calendar year [see the 1st 
ָנה ֵרי ,א׳ ֶאלּול ,א׳ ִניָסן :רֺאש ַהָשָנה in ִמשְׁ א׳  ,א׳ ִתשְׁ
ַבט ַבט or (ֵבית ַשַמאי) שְׁ  is ִניָסן .[(ֵבית ִהֵלל) ט״ו שְׁ
considered the first month even though the 
calendar year starts in ֵרי  .ִתשְׁ
ָשָנה ְרָבָעה ְתקּופֹות בַׁ  These are the four … אַׁ
seasons throughout the year: spring, summer, 
autumn and winter. ִניָסן is considered the first 
season, for it’s the month in which the 1st rays of 
the sun shone onto the world. 
ֲחֶזה מַׁ ְרָבָעה ְפָרִקים ְכבַׁ  These are the four times … אַׁ
in the year that the world is judged [see the 2nd 
ָנה בּועֹות ,grain — ֶפַסח :(רֺאש ַהָשָנה in ִמשְׁ  — שְׁ
fruits, רֺאש ַהָשָנה — people, סּוּכֹות — water]. ִניָסן 
is the first judgment. 
ְנָנה ְרָבָעה ֲעָרִכים ֲאשַׁ  This refers to the four … אַׁ
 passages that are read during the weeks תֹוָרה
preceding ָקִלים - ֶפַסח  .ַהחֹוֶדש and ָפָרה ,ָזכֹור ,שְׁ
Each one is read to add another merit that will 
help bring  ַָמִשיח.  
ֲחֶזה מַׁ ְרָבָעה כֹוסֹות ְכבַׁ  appears ּכֹוס The word  … אַׁ
four times in the dream of ֺעה  s wine’ַפרְׁ
chamberlain. This is a ֶרֶמז to the four cups of 
poison that will be drunk by the enemies of  ֵני בְׁ
ָרֵאל  .ָמִשיחַ  at the time of ִישְׁ
ְלֻכּיֹות ָנדּוש ְרָבָעה מַׁ  prophesied (ֶפֶרק ז׳) ָדִניֵאל … אַׁ
that there would be four kingdoms that would 
rule over ָרֵאל ֵני ִישְׁ  .ָמִשיחַ  until the coming of בְׁ
ֲחֶזה מַׁ ְרָבָעה ָחָרִשים ְכבַׁ ָיה In the … אַׁ ַכרְׁ בּוַאת זְׁ ֶפֶרק ) נְׁ
ֵני  four carpenters will come and redeem ,(ב׳ בְׁ
ָרֵאל  from the four kingdoms that oppress ִישְׁ
them (ֵאִלָיהּו ,ָמִשיַח ֶבן יֹוֵסף ,ָמִשיַח ֶבן ָדִוד and  ֺּכֵהן
 .((סּוָּכה נב:) ֶצֶדק

ע   According to — ִניָסן 1  the world was ,ר׳ ְיהֹושֻׁ
created in the month of ִניָסן. Also, the death 
of ָנָדב and ֲאִביהּוא during the inauguration of 
the ִמְשָכן. 
ה days after the death of 30 — ִניָסן 7   ,ֺמשֶׁ
ע    .ְיִריחֹו dispatched 2 spies to ְיהֹושֻׁ
 .ִמְרָים The death of — ִניָסן 10
 s decree to eradicate the’ָהָמן — ִניָסן 13
Jews. 
 ,was born; 400 years later ִיְצָחק — ִניָסן 15
ִים  .ְיִציַאת ִמְצר 
ר ,ended. Also ָמן The — ִניָסן 16 ְסתֵּ  אֶׁ
appeared before רֹוש ְשוֵּ  .ֲאח 
 was hanged on the gallows ָהָמן — ִניָסן 17
that he had prepared for י  .ָמְרְדכ 
 .י ם סּוף Splitting of the — ִניָסן 21
ע   The death of — ִניָסן 25  .ְיהֹושֻׁ
 .ְיִריחֹו Conquest of — ִניָסן 28

Dear Talmid, 
 A   young   man   was 
reviewing the weekly ִסְדָרה with 
ְרגּום אּוְנְקלּוס  when his mother תַּ
asked him if he would like a cup 
of   coffee.   Not   wishing   to 
interrupt, he pointed with his 
finger and grunted, “Nu, uh-huh, 
mmm,” indicating that when he 
finished, he would have one. 
 Witnessing this scene 
was R' Yaakov Kamenetsky ״ל צַּ  ,זַּ
who went over to the ָבחּור and 
told him the following: 
 R' Naftali Amsterdam 
״ל צַּ  a disciple of R' Yisrael ,זַּ
Salanter ״ל צַּ  the founder of the ,זַּ
 movement, followed a מּוָסר
custom practiced by many pious 
individuals: During the month of 
 he accepted upon himself a ֶאלּול
ֲעִנית ִדבּור  not speaking any ,תַּ
words but those of prayer and 
 study. When asked a תֹוָרה
question  that  necessitated  a 
reply, he would write his answer. 
 Once, his revered ֶרִבי 
came to his town during this 
month ]ֶאלּול[, and asked R' 
Naftali a question, to which he 

answered in writing. R' Yisrael 
exclaimed, “Naftali, I am your 
 requires you to ֲהָלָכה The !ֶרִבי
answer me even in the middle of 
saying ע ת ְשמַּ  And now you !ְקִריאַּ
do not speak because of a ֻחְמָרה, 
a self-imposed stringency? It is 
good to accept ֻחְמרֹות upon 
oneself, but one must remember 
they are only that, and not let 
them override an aspect of 
 ”.ֲהָלָכה
 “And so,” R' Yaakov told 
the young man, “while generally 
one should not speak while he is 
being ֲעִביר ִסְדָרה  it is not more ,מַּ
important than honoring one’s 
mother!” 
 My ְלִמיד  have you ever ,תַּ
found   yourself   in   a   similar 
situation? It will soon be  ין בֵּ
ִנים ְזמַּ  and you will be surprised הַּ
how often this can occur. Think 
about it now, so that you will 
know how to react correctly 
when it happens to you! 

 ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו ָברּוְך!
 ֶרִבי Your  ,ְבְיִדידּות

Story adapted from: Gut Voch (with kind permission of ArtScroll) 

1. What do we learn from the fact that the ּתֹוָרה places ָאֳהִליָאב, from 
the less distinguished ֶבט ָדן ל on the same level as ,שֵׁ אֵׁ ַצלְּ  from the ,בְּ
more distinguished הּוָדה ֶבט יְּ ָכן regarding building the ,שֵׁ  ?ִמשְּ

2. Why was only ֺמֶשה able to lift up the heavy beams of the ָכן  ?ִמשְּ

1. As the ָפסּוק says in ְּנֵׁי ָדל ,ִאיֹוב ְּלֺא ִנַכר שֹוַע ִלפ  The nobleman is not recognized — ו
ahead of the pauper (ִׁיָאב ִׁ״י ד״ה ְוָאֳהל  .(35:34 — ַרש

2. Since ֺמֶשה was not involved in any of the construction, הקב״ה left the final part, 
the erecting of the ְָּכן ָּן ) ֺמֶשה to ,ִמש ְִׁשכ ִׁיאּו ֶאת ַהמ ד״ה ַויָּב … – 39:33). 
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ָמא: ִעְנָיֵני ְדיוֹו
ִדיַקת  ַסח - ּבְ ת ּפֶ ִהְלכוֹו
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An Unforgettable FlightLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz ChaimMoment

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

מֹות מ:יא)  ים…  (שְׁ ַח ֺקֶדש ָקָדשִּ בֵּ זְׁ ָהָיה ַהמִּ …וְׁ  
 The altar shall be holy of holies.  
 The outer  ַח ְזבֵּ  is described as holy of holies, while the מִּ
inner  ַח ְזבֵּ  which is the holier of the two, and was in the ,(40:10) מִּ
inner chambers, is described merely as ֺקֶדש, holy. Why? 
 R' Moshe Feinstein ַזַצ״ל notes that this teaches us 2 
important lessons: a) A יד ָחָכם מִּ ָרש who ‘lives’ in the ַתלְׁ דְׁ ית ַהמִּ  must בֵּ
be careful to be even more holy when he is outside among ordinary 
people. He must be influenced so strongly by his תֹוָרה that his 
behavior  will  naturally  impress  other  people.   b)  One  who  is 
considered ֺקֶדש, holy, in the company of י תֹוָרה נֵּ  is considered to be בְׁ
holy  of  holies  by  outsiders,  in  the  sense  that  his  behavior  is 
scrutinized carefully. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 The late hour worried R' Chaim Kahan, a bearded Orthodox 
Jew, but he had no choice. If he wanted to get home for ַשָבת he 
would be forced to take the flight that arrived in Denver from San 
Francisco a mere two hours before ַשָבת. His friend, R' Yehudah 
Lefkovitz, would pick him up at the airport; they hoped there would 
be no delays. 
 The flight departed on time and R' Chaim’s worry about 
being delayed for ַשָבת dissipated. The weather was pleasant and the 
pilot announced that they would be arriving a few moments ahead of 
schedule. 
 But suddenly everything changed. With about a half-hour 
left  to  the  flight  the  captain  announced:  “Attention,  ladies  and 
gentleman. This is your captain speaking … I regret to inform you that 
the hydraulic system has failed … Remove all sharp objects from your 
pockets and lean forward. Place your head between your legs and 
brace for a crash landing. Oh, and one more thing — please pray.” 
 At first no one moved or spoke. Then suddenly everyone 
began to cry softly. R' Chaim followed the instructions and began 
reflecting on his own life… What sort of a father/husband had he 

been? Had he really done all he could? He was young, but he had 
learned what one is supposed to do during one’s last moments on 
this world. And so, softly, tearfully, quietly, he began reciting ודּוי  .וִּ
Afterwards, he tried to remain calm and began saying those chapters 
of ים לִּ הִּ  he knew by heart. The words came forth from his heart as תְׁ
he prepared to meet his Creator. 
 An hour after the first announcement had been issued, the 
plane began its final descent, but it did not descend the way a plane 
normally does. Instead it descended the way a helicopter does, and it 
touched the ground gently, with just a slight bump. 
 The passengers sat up straight again and looked out the 
windows  to  convince  themselves  that  they  were  indeed  alive. 
Afterwards, when they saw the many emergency vehicles rushing 
toward the plane, they realized that indeed a miracle had just taken 
place. In a brilliant move, the pilot had exhausted the fuel supply, and 
the plane had been able to float to the ground safely. Cries of relief 
filled the cabin and cheers erupted from the thankful passengers. 
 Realizing that ַשָבת was in less than an hour, R' Chaim 
unfastened  his  seatbelt,  opened  the  overhead  compartment, 
removed his attaché case and rushed toward the exit door. Just as he 
reached the door, he was stopped by the flight attendants. “Rabbi, do 
you have a minute?” 
 R' Chaim looked up at them, wondering what they could 
possibly want from him after the harrowing flight they had been 
through. “We want you to know something. During the entire last 
hour  of  the  flight  when  we  thought  we  were  going  to  die,  the 
passengers looked to us for strength. And, Rabbi, we all looked to 
you!”  
 R' Chaim recounted this story a few months later when he 
spoke at a dinner. He felt that the entire ordeal had happened be-
cause הקב״ה wants us to realize that the world is watching us and 
looking at how we behave. We must not let them down. 

Adapted from: Touched by a Story (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות רכילות כלל א׳ סעיף ח׳
*Everyone expected Moshe to get the highest honor for his ֶחֶסד activities. He 
had just created a project: ‘Adopt-a-hurricane-family-for-a-month.’ Each boy 
collected for one month for one family. Levi had overheard the ִיים  ֶרבֵּ
discussing the winner. Most agreed Moshe should win, but one ֶרִבי disagreed 
in a loud voice. The principal named Chaim as the grand winner for his ‘5-
minute-a-חֹוֶלה’ project, for which each boy had to call or visit a sick person for 
5 minutes a week. Levi went to pacify Moshe. 
Was Levi allowed to share this information to pacify Moshe?  
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: The ִאּסּור of ְרִכילּות is transgressed even with hinting, even if the purpose is to 
pacify someone.  The more appropriate way for Levi to pacify Moshe would be to 
explain that many friends viewed his project as the best one of the year, and it must 
have been a very close call.  

 The custom is to take a feather with which to dust out the ָחֵמץ 
from the holes and cracks. 

 It is customary to use a single wax candle or a flashlight for ִדיָקה  .בְּ

 Some commonly overlooked areas which one should search for 
 include: Clothing pockets, knapsacks, work desks, school ָחֵמץ
lockers, etc.  

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings
At the age of 11, R' Yaakov Kamenetsky ַזַצ״ל went to learn in the 
יָבה יָבה of Minsk. After he passed the entry exam of the ְישִׁ  ,רֺאש ְישִׁ
R’ Shlomo Glovenchitz ַזַצ״ל, some staff members still doubted if 
he should be accepted due to his youth. They said to the young 
ְצָוה You are not even“ ,ַיֲעֺקב  ,yet!” With childish innocence ַבר מִׁ
he answered, “ יז  ישט צּו  —װָאס אִׁ יְך הָאב גֶעקּומֶען צּו לֶערנֶען ּתֹוָרה, נִׁ אִׁ
ְנָין  not ,ּתֹוָרה Well, I came here to learn — זַײן דֶער צֶענטֶער פַאר ַא מִׁ
to be the tenth man for a ְנָין  ”.מִׁ

Source: Heard at the ת בָּ  table שַׁ

UnderstandingDavening
An edited selection of חֹוֶדש ת הַׁ  יֹוְצרֹות ְלָפָרשַׁ

י ָשִנים ְרָבָעה ָראשֵׁ  These are the four New … אַׁ
Years in every Jewish calendar year [see the 1st 
ָנה ֵרי ,א׳ ֶאלּול ,א׳ ִניָסן :רֺאש ַהָשָנה in ִמשְׁ א׳  ,א׳ ִתשְׁ
ַבט ַבט or (ֵבית ַשַמאי) שְׁ  is ִניָסן .[(ֵבית ִהֵלל) ט״ו שְׁ
considered the first month even though the 
calendar year starts in ֵרי  .ִתשְׁ
ָשָנה ְרָבָעה ְתקּופֹות בַׁ  These are the four … אַׁ
seasons throughout the year: spring, summer, 
autumn and winter. ִניָסן is considered the first 
season, for it’s the month in which the 1st rays of 
the sun shone onto the world. 
ֲחֶזה מַׁ ְרָבָעה ְפָרִקים ְכבַׁ  These are the four times … אַׁ
in the year that the world is judged [see the 2nd 
ָנה בּועֹות ,grain — ֶפַסח :(רֺאש ַהָשָנה in ִמשְׁ  — שְׁ
fruits, רֺאש ַהָשָנה — people, סּוּכֹות — water]. ִניָסן 
is the first judgment. 
ְנָנה ְרָבָעה ֲעָרִכים ֲאשַׁ  This refers to the four … אַׁ
 passages that are read during the weeks תֹוָרה
preceding ָקִלים - ֶפַסח  .ַהחֹוֶדש and ָפָרה ,ָזכֹור ,שְׁ
Each one is read to add another merit that will 
help bring  ַָמִשיח.  
ֲחֶזה מַׁ ְרָבָעה כֹוסֹות ְכבַׁ  appears ּכֹוס The word  … אַׁ
four times in the dream of ֺעה  s wine’ַפרְׁ
chamberlain. This is a ֶרֶמז to the four cups of 
poison that will be drunk by the enemies of  ֵני בְׁ
ָרֵאל  .ָמִשיחַ  at the time of ִישְׁ
ְלֻכּיֹות ָנדּוש ְרָבָעה מַׁ  prophesied (ֶפֶרק ז׳) ָדִניֵאל … אַׁ
that there would be four kingdoms that would 
rule over ָרֵאל ֵני ִישְׁ  .ָמִשיחַ  until the coming of בְׁ
ֲחֶזה מַׁ ְרָבָעה ָחָרִשים ְכבַׁ ָיה In the … אַׁ ַכרְׁ בּוַאת זְׁ ֶפֶרק ) נְׁ
ֵני  four carpenters will come and redeem ,(ב׳ בְׁ
ָרֵאל  from the four kingdoms that oppress ִישְׁ
them (ֵאִלָיהּו ,ָמִשיַח ֶבן יֹוֵסף ,ָמִשיַח ֶבן ָדִוד and  ֺּכֵהן
 .((סּוָּכה נב:) ֶצֶדק

ע   According to — ִניָסן 1  the world was ,ר׳ ְיהֹושֻׁ
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Jews. 
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ִים  .ְיִציַאת ִמְצר 
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R’ Pam lovingly recalled the kavod R’ 
Dovid Leibovitz showed his talmidim, even 

a 15-year-old new talmid entering his bais 
medrash shiur in Torah Vodaath...

*The Yiddish word ihr meaning ‘you’ is 
used when showing respect (talking in 
3rd person). ‘Du,’ meaning “you” (in 1st 

person), is more appropriate for a talmid.
*R’ Abba Zalka Gewirtz, zt”l, a well-

known talmid muvhak of R’ Dovid.

Even though the train trip would take from 
Wednesday to Friday morning, R’ Dovid 

purchased the cheapest tickets. They had a 
seat in a compartment without any sleeping 

accommodations. After a grueling trip...

At the wealthy man’s home they were 
greeted with very little enthusiasm.

In the early years of R’ Dovid’s 
new Yeshivah Chofetz Chaim...

R’ Dovid respected everyone. He not 
only molded his talmidim to be talmidei 

chachamim but also taught them how to live 
every moment with true K’vod Shamayim.

Nu! Avrohom...
vos zogt 

ihr...?

My dear R’ Abba Zalka*, I 
have no funds even pay for the 
fuel to heat the bais medrash, 

so I made some appointments in 
Miami, Florida.

Rebbi, Miami? 
How should I 

arrange the train 
tickets?

Mayne tayere - I 
purchased them 

already.

My first 
appointment is within 

the hour; let’s go 
directly there.

I just arrived 
from New York. I came 
to give you a share in 

the very precious Torah 
of our Bachurim. Really? Well, I 

don’t have patience 
for these stories... I 
don’t have any more 

time... next!
Thank you 
so much!

Wow! Rebbe used 
“Ihr”* when talking 

to even me!

ט”ו כסלו  1941 - 1889  5702 - 5650

Rav Dovid Leibowitz was born in Dzyatlava, Belarus, to ר׳ אריה זאב הכהן. As a teenager, he 
studied in the Radin ישיבה, where he had 12-hour daily private study sessions with his great-
uncle, ר׳ ישראל מאיר הכהן, the Chofetz Chaim, and helped write the last volume of the ברורה 
 He also learned there under R’ Naftoli Trop. In 1908, he transferred to the Slabodka .משנה
 where he learned under the Alter, R’ Nosson Tzvi Finkel. In 1915, he succeeded his ,ישיבה
father-in-law as rav of Salcininkai. Six years later, he returned to Slabodka as a founding 
member of its כולל. In 1926, he came to the U.S. as a fund-raiser for the כולל and was invited 
to become the first ראש ישיבה of מתיבתא תורה ודעת. His students included ר גדליהו הלוי שארר 
and ר אברהם יעקב הכהן פאם זצ״ל. In 1933, he founded ישיבת חפץ חיים. There he transplanted to 

the U.S. his unique style of תלמוד study as well as the Slabodka school of מוסר.

Hashem has great love [and 
reward] for those who endure 

“shame for His glory!” This man’s 
actions gave us the opportunity to be 

Yechezkel ben Buzi people!

Rebbi, why did you 
thank him? Where is 
his kvod haTorah?

What a great zechus 
we have! Let me explain... 

the navi Yechezkel ben Buzi’s 
family got their name from 
the word buz, shame. They 

were willing to suffer shame 
for the glory of Hashem 

and His Torah.
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

 And Bezalel made the Ark…     
מֹות לז:א(.    ֵאל ֶאת ָהָאֺרן... )שְּ ַצלְּ ַוַיֲעׂש בְּ  

The חּוָמא ָרש ַתנְּ ֵהל ֶפֶרק ח) ָפָרָשה in this week’s ִמדְּ  points (ַוַיקְּ
out that when ד׳ commanded ֺמֶשה to build the ָארֹון, the תֹוָרה says: 
ָעׂשּו  ֲארֹון  ֲעֵצי  ִשִטים …  And  they  shall  make  the  Ark  of  acacia  ,וְּ
wood … (כה:י), using the plural pronoun. When discussing any other 
ָעִׂשיתָ  ,uses the singular word תֹוָרה vessel, the ,ֵכִלי  .and you shall make ,וְּ
The ָרש ָעׂשּו explains that the plural ִמדְּ  that is used in regards to the וְּ
 and the ,תֹוָרה represents the entire ,לּוחֹות which contains the ,ָארֹון
word ָעׂשּו ַלל  comes to teach us that each and every member of וְּ כְּ
ָרֵאל  belongs to everyone ָארֹון The .תֹוָרה must have a portion in the ִיׂשְּ
and must be built by everyone.  

Rav Pam ַזַצ״ל relates that the ָחֵפץ ַחִיים once set out to raise 
a certain amount of money for a תֹוָרה-related cause. A certain wealthy 
individual volunteered to donate the entire sum that was required. He 
explained the motive of his generosity to the ָחֵפץ ַחִיים saying, “Why 
must the Rebbe burden himself so much? Here is the entire amount 
that is needed!” The ָחֵפץ ַחִיים refused to take all the money from this 
individual, contending that since all Jews are required to have a share 
to support תֹוָרה, it would not be fair for one person to donate the full 
amount and take the entire כּות   .merit, for himself ,זְּ

Although this decision obviously caused the ָחֵפץ ַחִיים an 
additional burden, as well as ִבּטּול תֹוָרה, losing time from studying 

 understood that it would not be proper to allow ָחֵפץ ַחִיים the ,תֹוָרה
one person to take the entire כּות  for himself and not allow others to זְּ
take part in it as well. He learned from this ָרש  belongs תֹוָרה that the ִמדְּ
to everyone and the ָארֹון must be built by everyone. 

 In a similar vein, the ָחֵפץ ַחִיים would also explain that when 
the תֹוָרה is discussing the donations for the building of the ָכן  it ,ִמשְּ
does not say, רּוָמה נּו ִלי תְּ ִיתְּ  And they shall give to Me a portion, but ,וְּ
rather, רּוָמה חּו ִלי תְּ ִיקְּ מֹות ) …And they shall take for Me a portion ,וְּ שְּ
ָכן When donating to the .(כה:ב ָרֵאל ,ִמשְּ ַלל ִיׂשְּ  were not giving, they כְּ
were taking, i.e. taking a share in the ָוה ָכן of building the entire ִמצְּ  .ִמשְּ

It is interesting to note that when the ָחֵפץ ַחִיים would speak 
to fundraisers for ִשיבֹות  causes, he would explain to תֹוָרה and other יְּ
them that their approach should not be to speak of the needs of the 
ִשיָבה ִמיֵדי ֲחָכִמים or the needs of ,יְּ  The fundraiser should explain .ַתלְּ
that they are not coming to ’take’ money, they are coming to ’give’ 
opportunity.  תֹוָרה belongs to everyone and the fundraiser should 
clarify to potential donors the great כּות  that he is giving them a share זְּ
in the opportunity to support of תֹוָרה.  

We must recognize that תֹוָרה belongs to everyone. The תֹוָרה 
is teaching us that each person must be given the כּות  to be able to זְּ
give their unique contribution towards the building of תֹוָרה. 

Adapted from: The Rav Pam Haggadah & Shir Hashirim (with kind permission from Feldheim) 

 grew up in Dolhinov, Poland. He left for ר׳ ַיֲעֺקב ַקִמֶנְצִקי ַזַצ״ל
Minsk at age 11. In 1905, ר׳ ַיֲעֺקב, along with ר׳ ַאֲהֺרן Kotler, 
went to learn under דֶער ַאלטֶער ִמְסַלּבֹוְדָקא. During WWI, he 

took refuge in R' Yechiel Michel Gordon’s ְיִשיָבה in Lomza. In 1919, he 
married Rebbetzin Ita Ettel. In 1937, they left for the US. At  ר׳ שרגא פַײװל
 in 1945, a position he ּתֹוָרה ְוַדַעת in רֺאש ְיִשיָבה s request, he became’ֶמְנְדלֹוִביץ
held until he retired. Along with ר׳ ֺמֶשה Feinstein, he led American Jewry in 
issues of  ָהכָ ֲהל  and  ַהפָ קָ ְש ה . A ָּבִקי in many areas of ּתֹוָרה, he was renowned 
for his insightful ִּדְק ּדּוק and expertise in ֲהלָ כָ ה, especially the “5th ֵחֶלק” of 
 ַש״ס ,ּתֹוָרה on ֱאֶמת ְלַיֲעֺקב are printed in ִחּדּוִשים His .(common sense) שו״ע
and ְלָחן ָערּוְך  .שֻׁ

 כ״ט אדר
5651 — 5746 
1891 — 1986 

The son of a ְלִמיד  of R' Yaakov תַּ
Kamenetsky ״ל צַּ  had to undergo many זַּ
difficult  and  complicated  medical 
procedures as a child. R' Yaakov was 
very involved in all aspects of this 
young child’s medical care. When the 
boy reached the age of ר ִמְצָוה  'R ,בַּ
Yaakov  told  him,  “I  look  forward  to 
deriving much ת חַּ  from you, because you נַּ
were the cause of my having many sleepless 
nights.” 

Haas
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