


out world, Chai ine is there 
children and families who are 

stricken with serious illnessesll 
hen a child is sick with a 

serious illness the whole 

Jewish community feels the 

pain. And Chai Lifeline gives every Jew 
the opportunity to care and actually 

make a difference in the lives of these 
children and their families around the world. 

Through a variety of necessary, effective and creative 

programs, Chai 
Lifeline holds the 

hands of thousands of 

suffering children and 

their families and gives 

them the hope and 

courage they need to 
survive. A hope that 

only the Jewish community can give. 
The children need tutors. The parents need 

advice and support. The siblings need understand-

ing. Serious illness has a complex effect 
on every family member involved. Chai 

Lifeline offers advice, solutions and a 

whole lot more. In New York, Miami, 

The Midwest, London and Israel, Chai 

Lifeline reaches out and literally saves 

lives through its extensive programs of support. 
Without Chai Lifeline, a Jewish child with a serious 
illness would be left alone to suffer. With Chai 

Lifeline that child and his family has the support of 

the entire Jewish community. 

Help the lives of thousands of <11lft>,·inu 

children and their a lot easier. Give to 
Chai Lifeline and give each and every seriously 
ill child the courage and the 
hope needed to survive. 

Please .participatewith the thousands of children in summer camps that · 
havejoined hands in giving children with cancer the opportunity to attend 
Camp Simcha--,the only kosher camp in America for children with cancer. 

To ENROLLYOUR CAMP IN CHAI LIFELINE'S NATIONAL 
SWIM-A-THON PROJECT PLEASE CONTACT ELI AT 800-882.-0745 

- -- - ~- - -

Programs 

Camp Simcha-in Memory of Dr. Samuel Abraham • Camp Simcha Israel • H.E.L.P.·Homebound Educational Learning Program 
• Jacquelyn Wigs Fund • H.E.A.R.T.-Hebrew Enrichment & Remedial Tutoring • 6x Chai Volunteer Prag. • Support Groups • 
Crisis Intervention Center • Medical Search & Referral Service • Ohr Meir Disney Trip • Bernice Rimberg R' SlBS • Seminars 
• Insurance Support Service • Ann & Pinky Sohn Special Children's Fund • Publications • Weingarten Wishathon Fund • 
The Shimmy Golub "Grant a Wish" Fund • Shaindy Leffel Memorial Lending Library • Young Leadership 

Abraham and Esther Adler Scholarship Fund • Seymour Brier Scholarship Fund • Edith P. Fox Memorial Fund • Chanah 
Bracha Transportation Fund • Barbara Grossman Memorial Fund • Beatrice Rosenthal Memorial Fund • Tunick Memorial 

Fund • Honey Engel Toy Drive Fund • David Brody Memorial Fund • Annie Weisbrot Children's Fund 



"The Construction of a Mikvah Takes Priority 
Over the Building of a Shul, the Purchase of a 
Sef er Torah, and all other Mitzvahs 

(Clwfclz Chaim) 

i11l§~ipijlli@§ 
The Center has taken the responsibility of constructing 
Mikvahs in small and remo1e senlements. To date, some 
six hundred Mikvahs have been built by us. The efforts 
and money invested in 
the appearance of 
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More than 130 
instructors with 
special training. 
perfonn house calls 
and organize lectures 
on the significance of 
Family Purity geared 
towards the 
unaffiliated. 

these Mikvahs are 
reaping results; 
enticing many new 
families to observe this' 
important mitzvah. 

Horav Shlomo Z. Auerbach Zr "I !nspecting a Mikvah 

To date; there are 
281,000 books aod 
pamphlets printed in 
l 2 languages and 
distributed in lsrae! 
and abroad. 

The technical 
difficulties that occur 
nearly daily are tended 
to by our experienced 
and professional crew: 
renowned for their self 
sacrifice and expertise 
needed for their job. 

Many Mikvahs which 
were built by the Center 
decades ago are no\v 
broken down and must be 
rebuilt. New Mikvahs are 
built that are more 
attractive in the interior 
and exterior to make the 
mitzva more appealing to 
wavering. young familles. 

YES, I \VILL BECOME A PARTNER 

,,,An awesome responsibility rests upon us, if one of 
our Jewish sisters fall into the trap of this grave 
transgression because they simply have no Mikvah in 
their vicinity or because they are .unaware of this holy 
Mitzvah and its implications, Each one of us is 
ultimately responsible for the continuation of the 
precious and holy chain of Kia! YisroeL 
It is therefore incumbent upon each 

and every Jew to set aside 
at least the equivalent of his earnings 
of one day for this worthy cause . ... 

R' Avrohom Yaakov Pam 
R' Efrayim Fishel Hershkowitz 
R' Elazar Menachem Man Shach 
R' Eliezer Hagar 
(Seret Viznilz Reobel 

R' Moshe Stern 
/Debreciner Rav) 
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(Viznitz RehbeJ 
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{Novominsker Ribbe) 

R' Yisroel Belsky 
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IN THIS HOLY PROJECT BY SPONSORING 

0 CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW MIKVAH ........... $30,000 
(can be paid in J annual installments of $10.000 each) 
Dediralion on Milivah building 

RENOVATION OF OLD MIKVAH..,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,$15,000 
Dedication on Mil<vah building 

PUBLICATION OF 10,000 PAMPHLETS,,,,.,,,,,,,$10,000 
Dedicatory inscription on special page 

2 YEARS SALARY OF INSTRUCTOR,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,$5,000 
Dediullory Plaque in our office 

HEATING INSTALLATION IN MIKVAH ,,,,,,,,,,,,,$2,500 
Dedication inside Mikvah 

MAINTENANCE OF MIKVAH,,, .. ,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,$2,000 
Dedication Plaque in our office 

MY GENEROUS DONATION OF$,,,,,,,.,,,,,, , .. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

PLEASE CONTACT ME FOR MORE INFORMATION, 

Please send your tax deductible contribution to 

THE CENTRAL C0~1MITTEE OF 
TAHARAS HAMISHPACHA 

4815 Fifteenth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219 
Tel: (718) 972-3549 Fax: (718) 853-1577 z 

Treasurer: Rabbi Yisroel Belsky ~ President: Rabbi Shlomo Zalmen Auerbach Zt"l 



TO RENEWAL 
The Story of a Nation>s Immortality 

A coffee-table-sized, 688 page, heirloom-type 
commemorative volume, depicting the Torah 
World before, during, and after World War II, 
chronicling the destruction of the major 
European Torah centers and the subsequent 
ccrebirth" of I(lal Yisroel on new shores. 

• lllne full-length stories of survival and renewal 
• Major sections on rescue and relief activities. 
·A chronological time-line tracing the 12-year llazl reign of terror. 
• Over 2,000 captioned photographs, Including the Gedolim of yesteryear. 

• Historical overviews of early Jewish life In Germany, Poland, lllhuanla, and Hungary. 

Premiered to critical acclaim at the recent 
special commemorative dinner of Agudath Israel of 
America, Ashes to Renewal will be a valuable keep
sake for you, your children, and your grandchildren, 
and will grace your family table for years to come. 

Now for a limited time only, you can also have this book 
in your home, regularly priced at $118.00,for the 
reduced rate of only $89.95 -savi"IJ you over $28.00! 

Please send me_ copy/copies of this 680 page commemorative volume with over 2,000 
photographs at the reduced rate of $89.95. Quantity Retail Price Until July 31 

Name @.$.l...+i $89.95 

Address 

City Stole Zip 

Mail this form today: with check payable 
to Agudoth Israel of America to: 

"Ashes to Renewaln 
c/o AQudath Israel of America 
84 William Street 
New York, NY 10038 

This offer is valid only until July 31, 1995 or while supplies last. 

Po$loge and handling $4.50 

Tota! Due $ __ 

0 Charge my 0 Visa Cl MC $_. __ _ 

Acct 
No.: __ 

Expiration date: 

Signature ___ _ 

"This book portrays brave and 
indomitable people who 

carried on ... how they 
took embers of the past 
and nursed them into 

fires that lit the way for 
others and warmed 
newborn Jewish hearts." 
RABBI NossON SCHERMAN 

ArtScroll/Mesorah 
Publications 

"I came home from the Agudah 
dinner with the book and was 
immediately overwhelmed by its 
contents. It was not until 4:00 a.m. 
- when I first looked up at the clock 
- that I realized how oblivious I 
was to the hours that had passed!" 

YITZCHOK FELDHEIM 
Feldheim Publishers 
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FIFTY YEARS SINCE THE END OF WORLD w AR II Rabbi Moshe Sherer 

AN HISTORIC DOCUMENT: 

A Win~ow Into an Era, 
a Blueprint For llie Years Ahea~ 

lilSTORY ON A SCRAP OF PAPER 

Tiese are days when people are 
ocusing on the end of World 

War II, recalling the Jewish 
People's tragic losses, and marvelling 
over the incredible reconstruction of 
Orthodoxy and its Torah institutions 
since then. Sometimes a single piece 
of paper can capture the theme of an 
entire era. Years ago, the famed re
searcher of Churban Europe and 
spokesman of the generation of sur
vivors, Reb Moshe Prager 11")) pre
sented me with an amazing docu
ment, the likes of which one does not 
find tn Holocaust museums; for some 
reason, apparently, it has not been 
deemed museum-worthy. Unfortu
nately, the museum curators do not 
understand. I carry it with me in my 
wallet. so it should always be with 
me, as a constant reminder of a 
unique tnsight. 

TI1is t'.ssay is based on an address by Rabbi Moshe 
Sherer, President of Agudath Israel of America and 
chairman of the Agudath Israel World Organiza
tion. presented at the 73rd annual dinner of 
Agudath Israel of America, which was devoted to 
the theme: "Ashes to Renewal." 
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1bis document transmits a memo
randum dispatched by I.A Eckhardt 
V"r.J'. from the chief of the German 
Occupation Power. It is an order, 
dated October 25, 1940, from das 
Reichssicherheitshauptamt-the 
Central Office of the German Security 
Forces-to the Nazi district governors 
tn occupied Poland, instructing them 
not to grant exit visas to Osljuden 
(Jews from Eastern Europe). The rea
son behind this order is clearly 
spelled out: the fear that because of 
their "Orthodoxen einsteUimg," their 
Orthodoxy, these Osguden would 
provide "die Rabbiner und Talmud
lehrer," the rabbis and teachers of 
Talmud, who would create "die 
geistige Emeuerung," the spiritual re
generation of the Jews in America 
and throughout the world. 

It would seem incredible that the 
Nazi leaders, engaged tn a bitter war 
against the mighty armies of the 
countries of the free world, focused 
their fear on the Roshei Yeshivas and 
the Chassidishe Rabbeim the Olam 
HaTorahand Orthodox Jewry tn gen
eral. Obviously, the Germans realized 

that they would not succeed tn fulfill
tng their dream of physically extermi
nating all the Jews. But they did 
deem it possible to spiritually annihi
late all Jews throughout the world 
who would evade their net of destruc
tion. As David Hamelech put their 
scheme, "Let us destroy them from 
being a nation so that the Jewish 
name will no longer be remembered" 
(Tehillim83,5). 

They seemed to understand that if 
they wanted to make the world 
Judenrein, they must first make the 
Jewish world Torahrein. They were 
determined to deprive us of our spiri
tual leadership-our Gedolei Torah, 
our Rabbonim, our Chassidishe 
Rabbeim, our Roshei Yeshivas, our 
marbitzei Torah-for without a flour
ishing Olam HaTorah, the Jewish 
world could not survive. 

A SEARCH FOR HEROES 

0 ur generation is witness to 
history's dramatic demon
stration that this fear of the 

Nazis was well-founded. Thus, when 
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our children search the pages of our 
past fOr heroes of renewal and recon
strucUon, the names of these figures 
are there. They are the Roshei 
HaYeshivos, the Chassidishe 
Rabbe'im, the Rabbonim who arrived 
here right after the war and with 
mesiras nefesh, selfless dedication. 
and incredible persistence hewed 
away at the unyielding rocky terrain 
of American soil. They established 
yeshivas, they built mosdos HaTorah 
and koltelim, they transplanted 
kehillos, they gave life to frail Chassid
ishe circles, and they changed our 
world. Indeed, they launched a veri
table Torah revolution, and initiated 
the religious regeneration that the 
Germans so feared, ushering in lev
els of shmiras Torah umitzvos that 
were previously unknown in the spiri -
tual wasteland that was pre-World 
War II America. 

Then there are other heroes of this 
era of renewal-simple Jews, humble 
Jews. whose names do not appear in 
history books. These are the she'eiris 
hapleita (survivors). poshuta Yidden, 
yirei Hashem who arrived here. Not 
only did they triumph over adversity 
and rebuild their own shattered lives 
in this country. they also invigorated 
our lives. by giving us native-born 
Americans higher standards of living 
with Torah and introducing us to 
greater levels of giving for Torah. 

Now we are discovering yet an
other set of heroes-the children of 
the survivors of frum Europe, who 
seem to have a special spark in their 
neshama, which energizes them in 
their dedication to make this a better 
world. 

ACODEFORSURVIVALFORAN 
ORPHANED PEOPLE 

W e are all orphans. children 
of a glorious Jewish world 
that went up in flames. We 

are members of a generation en
trusted by the Ribbono Shel Olarn, 
and charged by the kedoshim, with 
the mission to kindle a different kind 
of flame: the Ohr Hashem u'kedu
shaso-the light of G-d and its holi
.ness-in a Jewish world that is, alas. 
still so engulfed in darkness. 

If we truly intend to create a genu
ine regeneration of that glory that 
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once was ours, and that the Nazis 
'l?f'O' so feared, and if we want to ex
tend that vibrant glory so it reaches 
all of Klal YisroeL we must try to re
capture and preserve the type of unity 
that marked those first desperate 
years after the war. 

The American Agudath Israel 
movement is a living example of how 
various individuals and groups of di
verse backgrounds-Lltvishe, Chas
sidishe, Sefardim, Ashkenazim-who 
believe in Torah min HaShamayirn, 
united into one coalition. can work 
together in harmony. and as a result 
accomplish so much more. This type 
of unity must be expanded and 
strengthened. 

This goal is intimated in the last 
pasuk in Tehillim: "Kol haneshama 
t'hallel Koh-All the soul will praise 

Hashem," using the singular 
(neshama) for the word "soul," in
stead of the plural, neshamos. which 
would seem more suitable. A gadol 
once explained that there is a subtle 
message in David Hamelech's choice 
of words: If all of us are united as one 
soul-with one heart, one goal, one 
dream-to praise Hashem and bring 
the knowledge of Him to the Jewish 
masses, then we will eventually suc
ceed in bringing all of Klal Yisroel to 
that realization which will prompt 
them to proclaim "Hallelukoh." 

At that point we will have achieved 
that geistige Erneuenmg of the survi
vors of the Churban Europe that the 

, Nazis tried so desperately to prevent. 
demonstrating that we are indeed 
worthy of the Ribbono Shel Olam's 
trust. • 
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A Mission 
Fu 

A letter written by Rabbi Moshe Wolfson, N."v+n1,Mashgiach Ruchni of 
Mesivta Torah Vodaath and Rav of Congregation Emunas Yisrael in Brooklyn, 

to a young couple in distress over the loss of the child she was carrying. 
Translated by Rabbi Shimon Finkelman 

I would like to express a number 
of thoughts that I hope will, to a 
certain degree, ease your situa

tion. It is possible that my words will 
offer you nothing new, but my feel
ings of sympathy impel me to try. 

Each morning, we recite the Elokai 
Neshama blessing, in which we refer 
to Hashem as "Ribbon kol hama'asim, 
Adon kol haneshamos, Lord of all 
works, Master of all souls." Later, at 
the conclusion of the PesukeiD'Zimra 
portion of Shacharis, we speak of 
Hashem as "Borei kol haneshamos, 
Creator of all souls." Why is it that in 
reference to the neshama (soul), 
Hashem is referred to first as an 
Adon, Master, and then as a Bore~ 
Creator? 

To answer this question. we must 
first understand the following teach
ings of our Sages, which are ex
plained in the writings of the great 
tzaddikim of later generations. In 
Heaven there is a Heichal HaNe
shamos, "the Sanctuary of Souls" 
from which all nesharnos come. Our 
Sages state that the Final Redemp
tion will not come until all souls have 
left this Heichal and descended to 
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Some neshamos belong 
to a very exalted class. 
They are of such a 
sublime nature, so holy, 
sparkling and brilliant, 
that they simply cannot 
bear to exist in this world 
even for a short time. 

this world (Yevamos 62a). Each 
neshama has its own unique mis
sion to fulfill on this world, and is al
lotted the lifespan necessary to ful
fill that mission. 

Some neshamos belong to a very 
exalted class. They are of such a sub
lime nature, so holy, sparkling and 
brilliant, that they simply cannot bear 
to exist in this world even for a short 
time. They too, however, must leave 
the Heichal HaNeshamos so that it 
will be emptied, and for other reasons 

known only to Hashem 
And so Hashem chooses a particu

lar couple who will draw such a 
neshama down to this world. It de
parts its source near the Throne of 
Glory and is immediately placed in an 
environment in which it is at home-
an environment that is heavenly in 
nature. A woman who is with child 
canies within herself not only a child, 
but an entire Gan (Garden of] Eden as 
well. A flame from the hidden light of 
Creation shines above the child's 
head, and by that light the child sees 
from one end of the world to the other. 
A heavenly angel learns the entire To
rah with the child. All this occurs with 
every Jewish child. 

However, those special neshamos 
of which we have spoken cannot bear 
to separate themselves from their sub
lime existence and sully themselves by 
living on this earthly world. And so 
they are spared this discomfort and 
are returned to their Father in Heaven, 
having fulfilled their mission by leav
ing the Heichal HaNeshamos, and re
siding within their mother, thus bring
ing the world one step closer to the Fi
nal Redemption. 
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Andwhatofthemother, whohad 
endured. hoped. and in the end 
was so terribly disappointed? 

She is of flesh and blood and her 
feelings are understandable. In loftier 
moments. however, in moments 
when her intellect can overcome her 
emotions, the mother can free herself 
of her earthly thoughts and share in 
the elation enjoyed by her neshama 
Then she will become infused by a 
feeling of true joy-the joy of a wealthy 
person who takes reckoning of all his 
business endeavors and sees that his 
profits far outweigh his losses. 

She has merited to have had as her 
guest a pure, holy neshama accom
panied by a heavenly light. a heavenly 
angel and a heavenly Torah. The 
Ribbono Shel Olam had created a beis 
midrashfor this neshama within her. 
And when this neshama left her, 
some of the kedusha (holiness) that 
had entered her remained, and will 
not leave her for the rest of her life. 

She has merited to bring Moshi
ach's arrival closer by offering a sac
rifice for this purpose. She is not left 
with a mother's usual compensation; 
all that she has endured has been for 

the sake of Hashem and His people, 
not for her personal joy and satisfac
tion. She has served not as a worker 
who awaits immediate payment. but 
as a loyal soldier, who is ready to suf
fer wounds in battle, if necessary. 
solely for the glory of the King. 

V\Tasitallworthit? 
In painful moments when disap

pointment sets in and normal human 
feelings dominate one's mood, the an
swer may be negative. V\Then holiness 
breaks through, however, when the 
intellect of the neshama speaks and 
the joy of the Jewish soul burst forth, 
then there is an answer of an entirely 
different nature. This answer is ac
companied by the song of triumph, the 
joy of the victor, the deep-rooted satis
faction of one who has earned some
thing of immeasurable value. 

In the Heichal HaNeshamos, the 
Jewish souls are, figuratively speak
ing, banim laMakom (children of 
Hashem). That sanctuary is their 
source, and their Father in Heaven is 
their Creator. V\Then they descend to 
this world clothed in human form. 
they are seen as servants. with 
Hashem as their Master. 

A RAFFLE 
FOR ETERNITY 

... Mt(tM Mi't)M. l"IRtl;:); i!lM!:) MM,_,, 

I n the morning. when we arise 
from our slumber and are still 
mired in our earthliness, when 

the physical part of our beings pre
vails we say: "Modeh ani lefanecha. .. 
Ribbon kol hama'asim Adon kol 
haneshamos-1 gratefully thank 
you ... Lord of all works, Master of all 
neshamos." In effect we are saying, 
"You,RibbonoShelOlam, V\Thodirects 
this world with exacting Providence. 
a world in which every occurrence is 
a part of Your eternal plan; You are 
the One V\Tho determines the destiny 
of every neshama in harmony with 
Your Master Plan." 

Following the recitation of Pesukei 
D'Zimra and the Song of the Sea. 
however, we raise ourselves above the 
ani-there exists no "I." Then the 
Ribbono Shel Olam is not seen as 
Adon, the Master over His servants, 
but rather as Borei. the Creator of us, 
His children. Then we can also per
ceive Hashem over certain special 
neshamos-those that fulfill their 
mission without having to be seen as 
servants, clothed in earthly bodies. 

In the early morning, our frame of 
mind permits us only to recite a 

The 615fh· commandment is to wrlte a serer Torah. 
As the winner of Tim JlAM.,E FPRl!Xmrmrn: you will 
write a Sefer Torah of your own. You will choose the 
K'sav (Bais Yosef, Ari or Sefardi). You will decide where. 
it will be kept. It will be yours to cherish for generations 
to come. All arrangements wlll be prepared ];)y Tiferes 
Stam of Brooklyn, :rt Y. 

••• cn~s:i!l n1.l''P ;t(i!O~ '~!l l"lt( -ni'T.l;, 
As a participant .in this raffle, you Will have art eternal 
sh.are in the Tol'<lh of hundreds .of young B'nai Torah. 

FOr more information, to purchase 
raffles or to receive om color 
brochure, please call us at: 

Onerafflec .......... $100 Two raffles ........ $180 
A maximum of 1500 raffies will be sold 

Drawing will take place l"l"~N atthe 
Yeshiv.aDarchei Torah Annual Dinner. 

January 14, 1996 
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"•· "fESHIVAI>Ai{cHEIT<>Wllt ze·E" ;;;Ba:::w!;:1;:~r:,~1 
MelOhil 'Campus • Rabenste'lttlnfntng<:Cnter • ,M~vta Cfuilm Shlomo- • Kol1e1 Avrelthim 
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Let a Yahrtzeit 
in Your Family 
Spark a Blaze 

ofLea ing 
Year A~er Year. 

INTRODUCING: 
A Family Project To Honor 
Parents And Loved Ones 

When you dedicate one day's lesson in Chofetz Chaim: A Lesson a Day. you 
set in motion a z'chus for a family member that will grow forever. 

Because each and every year on that yahrtzeit, the learning of 
thousands of Jews who use this English text for Shmiras Haloshon Yomi 
will be in their z'chus. 

And the Chofetz Chaim guarantees that this is learning that bears 
precious dividends - a higher level of observance of a mitzvah that 
Hashem holds especially dear. 

All this learning, all these mitzvos. All in the z'chus of your loved one. 
For only $360, you can create this priceless gift for the neshama of 

a parent or other relative or friend. And every year, on that yahrtzeit, 
the gift renews itself. 

A dedication is an ideal way for siblings to share in a tribute to 
their parent or for any family member. 

Act now to make your relative or friend's yahrtzeit a day of learn

;;;::\ ~~"~: dedication 

¥~~ f is an ideal way 
fVr siblings to share 

in a tribute 
to their parent. 

ing and of building Ahavas 
Yisroel for thousands of Jews 
throughout the world. 

can (718)871-6700 T~ 
To Reserve Your Dedicat:Wn 

AFTER 6 PM PLEASE LEAVE A MESSAGE AND WE WILL RETURN YOUR CALL 

1HE CHOFE1Z CHAIM HERITAGE FOUND AITON, 621J CONEY /SUND AVENUE, BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 11218 
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beracha for a neshama that resides 
within a body. It is later, in the midst 
of the Shacharis prayers, when we are 
in an uplifted state, that we can ex
press a blessing even for those spar
kling neshamos that are too sublime 
to enter tnto this earthly world. 

One should realize that the term 
"miscarriage" is not found in a believ
ing Jew's dictionary. The term implies 
that one's efforts have ended tn fail
ure, that all has been in vain. This is 
incorrect. for when a Jewish woman 
conceives it is never in vain. 1 

May the Ribbono Shel Olam 
grant you nachas and good 
health. May you merit to 

bring into this world and raise 
healthy children and grandchildren 
who will toil in Torah study and 
mitzvos. May you and your husband 
derive much joy and satisfaction from 
your family and together escort your 
chlldren to the chupa with joy and 
feelings of gratitude to the One Above. 
May you, along with all of Kial YisroeL 
merit to greet Moshiach---whose ar
rival you have brought closer. 

This essay is scheduled to be in
cluded as a chapter in Vistas of Chal
lenge, a collection of inspirational es
says, to be published by ArtScrolL • 

1 Moreover. a child will merit techias hameisim (res
urrection of the dead) even if its life was terminated 
immediately following conception. {See Igros 
Moshe. Yoreh De'ah Ill. 138. and Chiddushei 
Chasam Sofer. MegiUa l Ob.) If a neshama is not 
given an opportunity to accrue ml:'rit on this world. 
it is an indication that it is not in need of such 
merit. Whatever has been Wlitten here can be ap
plied as well to the birth of a stillborn child •:.-m. 
The pain of the Jewish mother who expertenced 
such trauma should be alleviated by the soothing 
knowledge that she has served as the conduit for a 
rarefied soul's unimpeded entry into Gan Eden. A 

stillborn boy is circumcised and a Jewish name is 
conferred upon stillborn boys and girls as a prepa
ration for their revival at the time of techias 
hameisim(see YorehDe'ah263:5). 

491613th Ave., B'klyn,N.Y: 11219 
(718)854-2911 
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EliyahuMeir Klugman 

THE ISH HAEMES: 
The Man of Unimpeachable Integrity 

RABBI SHIMON SCHWAB 

Frankfurt, 1915: A six-year-old boy 
is sent by his mother to the store to 
buy groceries. With the change he 
buys himself some chocolate. which 
11e eats on the way. When he arrives 
home, his mother asks him for the 
change. "Here it is," the boy answers. 

"But where is the rest?" his mother 
asks. 

"I must have lost it," the boy re
plies. But his mother notices a choco
late wrapper in his pocket. 

"Oh," she says. with a look that he 
will remember for the rest of his life, 
"you didn't tell the emes." 

Later that day his father comes 
home. He does not hit him or send 
him to his room. "What is this I hear 
that you didn't tell the emes? Your 
punishment will be that tonight, Fri
daynight. l will not bentschyou. No, I 
won't bentsch you tonight." The 
young boy never forgot that lesson. 

As the subjectofthisappreciation loathed even the 
merest whiff of exaggeration. I have attempted to 
avoid embellishment. which is UIUlecessary in any 
case. In keeping with the statement of Chazal 
(Yerus/1almi. !Wuvin 2:5) that one does not erect 
monuments for righteous men. as their words are 
their memorial. the thoughts and divrei Torah con
tained herein are all, unless otherwise indicatt'd. 
Rav Schwab's own. To facilitate reading, we have 
often dispensed with quotation marks. 
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Radin, 1930: The young Frankfurt 
boy, now a Mirrer Yeshiva bachur, 
comes to visit the Chafetz Chaim. 
When the elderly sage is told that he 
is "a Frankfurter bachur," he takes his 
hand in his own and caresses it gen
tly. "Ayeshiva bachw1 How fortunate! 
So many are drowning today. Only 
through Torah can one survive. How 
fortunate that you are learning!" 

Marienbad, 1934: The Mirrer ye
shiva bachur, by now a Rav in Ger
many. pays a visit to the saintly 
Gerrer Rebbe. The Rebbe tells him, 

"Remember, Yungerman! One must 
be very careful to safeguard the honor 
of Rav Hirsch, the tzaddik of Frank
furt. for he was a living mussar Sf!fer." 

Washington Heights, 1994: In the 
last winter of his life. the young 
Frankfurt lad, now Rav of the largest 
German Jewish Kehilla in the world 
and a leader of Torah Jewry, calls in 
a wealthy benefactor of the kehilla "I 
don't have much time left on this 
world," he said, "and I will be going to 
Gehirwm The Yeshiva's deficit is close 
to a million dollars and most of it is in 
the unpaid salaries of its melamdim. 
I am Rav of the kehilla that teaches 
Torah im Derech Eretz. Where is the 
derech eretz if we haven't paid our 
teachers for months? It will not be 
long before I will be called to give a din 
vecheshbon for my actions and l will 
be going to Gehinom for this. I'm beg
ging you. Please take me out of 
Gehirwm" 

Rabbi Klugman grew up in Washington Heights. 
where he enjoyed a close relationship with Rabbi 
Schwab. He currently lives in Jerusalem where he 
is a mnggid shiur in a yeshiva gedola. He is a fre
quent contributor to these pages. most recently 
With !be Hebron Disaster-A Torah Perspective," 
Aprtl '94. His biography on Rabbi S.R. Hirsch is 
soon to be released by Art.Scroll. 
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The man is shaken. After giving the 
matter some thought, he agrees to 
cover the entire deficit in teachers' 
salartes, in weekly installments to be 
completed before the yeshiva's annual 
dinner. The last payment is made on 
the Friday before the dinner. The 
Yeshiva's dinner is on Sunday night. 

The following evening, Rabbi 
Schwab passed away. 

W:o was this man who lived 
life of such adherence to 
onesty and integrity? 

What is this potent combination of 
the ideals of Rabbi Samson Raphael 
Hirsch, architect ofTorah Orthodoxy 
in the Western world, and the intense 
commitment to Umud haTorah that is 
the legacy of the great Lithuanian 
yeshivos?What can we learn from his 
life to enable us to make this heady 
blend the reality of authentic Torah 
life in Amertca? Specificaliy, what ex
ample did he set for the Amertcan ben 
Torah. whether engaged in full-time 
Torah study or as a working man? 

I. GEOGRAPHY OF A LIFE 

Boyhood in Frankfert-am-Main 

S himon Schwab was born in 
Frankfurt on 7 Teves, 5569 
(1908), to an old German· 

Jewish family. In the 1850's, his 
great-grandfather moved from a 
small Bavaiian village to Frankfurt, 
soon after Rabbi S.R. Hirsch had be
come rabbi, so his children could 
study in Rav Hirsch's Realschule. 
Like his father and grandfather, 
Shimon Schwab studied in the 
Realschule, which went only until 
the ninth grade. There he received 
his only formal secular education. 

His parents. Leopold and Chana 
(Erlanger) Schwab, were erliche, re
spected baalebattim. who were active 
in the life of the Frankfurt Kehilla. 
They produced five sons. each of 
them a man of note in his own rtght. 
Three of them were world famous-in 
addition to Reh Shimon, there was 
Reh Mordechai. renowned as a 
tzaddik, and Reb Moshe, Mashgiach 
of the Gateshead Yeshiva. (See JO. 
May '94, and April '81.) 

What explains their success in 
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' 
Rabbi Shimon Schwab (right) with parents and brothers in Frankfurt, 1931 

child-reartng? The Schwab brothers 
were fond of telling of the sedernight 
when their father asked his children 
which of the four sons they would 
like to be. Most of them answered 
"the chacham." as could be expected; 
young Mordechai responded that he 
would like to be the "taJTL" The father 
then addressed his children in a 
stern voice: "If any of my sons be
comes a rosho, even if only deviating 
from a single din or a minhag, I say 
to him 'Ii, velo lo, I will have nothing 
to do with him.' I love my children 
more than anything in the world, but 
I love the Ribbono Shel Olam even 
more." His father's yiras Shamayim, 
Rabbi Schwab said decades later, 
chilled his bones. 

He grew up in Frankfurt as a nor
mal child, with no hint of the great
ness he would attain. He often 
stressed that many gedoUm were not 
accomplished talmidei chachamim at 
age thirteen or geniuses in their 
youth. Many who were amei ha'aretz 
at that age, later became Torah lead
ers. This awareness, he felt, should 
be an encouragement to many lads 
who are nothing special at their bar 
mitzva, yet have the potential to be
come great talmidei chachamim and 
Torah leaders. 

After completing the Realschule, 
Shimon learned for two years under 
the Frankfurter Rav and Rosh Ye
shiva. Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Breuer, 
son-in-law of Rabbi S.R. Hirsch. 
There he absorbed the joys of yegin.s 
haTorah. the delight of intense effort 
in trying to ascertain the correct 
pshat, and an absolute commitment 
to finding the emes in the dvar 
Hashem This strong commitment of 
Reh Shlomo Breuer to unadulterated 

Despite his poverty, he 
auctioned off in 1943 his 
only possession of value, 
a sefer Torah that he had 
brought with him from 
Germany, and gave the 
proceeds of $2,000--a 
substantial sum at the 
time-to the Vaad 
Hatzalah for saving 
Jewish lives in Europe. 

emes as the guiding light of his life 
obtained in communal matters as 
well as in Torah study. For the rest of 
his life, Rabbi Schwab always saw 
himself, in his words, as "talmid 
talmido" of Rabbi S.R. Hirsch-his 
disciple's pupil-and, indeed, he was 
suffused with Rav Hirsch's spirtt. 

In 1926, the Ponevezher Rav, 
Rabbi YosefShlomo Kahaneman vis
ited Frankfurt and delivered a shiur 
in Rav Breuer's yeshiva. The young 
Frankfurter boy was entranced both 
by the shiur and by the derech 
halimud. He wanted more. The 
Ponevezher Rav suggested Telshe, 
with its emphasis on seder and its 
approach to education, as most ap
proprtate 

Shimon Schwab was among the 
first German bachurim in his time to 
study in a Lithuanian yeshiva, and a 
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considerable number followed his 
lead. But many who had left Ger
many to study in the East ceased to 
appreciate their Mesores Avos, the 
hallowed traditions of minhag 
Ashkenoz, when they beheld the sub
lime grandeur and tasted the intoxi
cating sweetness of the blatt Gemora. 
Rabbi Schwab clung to every detail of 
his mesora. the continuation of close 
to two millennia of Torah life in Ger
many, channeled into the post-ghetto 
world by Rabbi S.R. Hirsch and his 
colleagues. 

A YeshivaBachur in Lithuania 

D uring the three years he 
spent in Telshe, he was 
awed by the regal dignity, 

the iron will, the sublime mind, and 
the singing neshama (as he described 
it) of the Telzer Rav, Rabbi Yosef Leib 
Bloch. In Telshe he learned about 
malchus haTorah seeing the Rosh 
Yeshiva as a nesi Elokim. Whereas his 
relationship with the Telzer Rav was 
a mixture of awe and fear, for his 
Rebb~ Reb Avrohom Yitzchok Bloch, 
there was only the adoring enthusi-

Noting a lack of the spirit 
of the Lithuanian yeshiva 
in German Jewry, Rabbi 
Schwab attempted to 
establish a yeshiva there, 
but the local Nazis closed 
it on the day it opened. 

asm of a seventeen-year-old yeshiva 
bachur for the Rebbis sweet person
ality. In Telshe, he also learned a life
long lesson: the meaning of 
"shteigen"- steady, sustained 
growth in Torah, yira.s Shamayim 
and character development. 

Rabbi Schwab spent six weeks in 
the summer of 1929 teaching in 
Montreux, Switzerland. There, he 
also served as the personal attendant 
of Rabbi Chaim Ozer Grodzenski. 
Those weeks of intimate daily contact 
with the gadol hador left an indelible 

,, __ ,' 
'/ 

imprint on him. Reb Chaim Ozer sug
gested that he go to study in the 
Mirrer Yeshiva in Poland, whose 
mashgiach, Rabbi Yeruchem 
Levovitz, would be the perfect mentor 
for the Frankfurter bachur. 

So in Elul, 1929, he went to the 
Mir, where he developed an unusu
ally close relationship with Reb 
Yeruchem. There too he was a 
trendsetter for the many German 
bachurim who followed. Several years 
later, Reb Yeruchem delivered a regu
lar Chuma.sh Shiur exclusively for 
these "oislanders," as they were 
called. Reb Yeruchem's Daa.s Torah 
on Chuma.sh contains much from 
those shiwim Reb Shimon stayed in 
the Mir for two years, and received 
semicha from the Rosh Yeshiva. Reb 
Lazer Yudel Finkel. as well as from 
Reb Chaim Ozer Grodzenski. 

His visit to the Chafetz Chaim in 
1930 is part of the public conscious
ness. Although he spent no more than 
a weekend in Radin-from Friday 
morning to Sunday morning-Kial 
Yisroel has learned more from those 
few days than from many who spent 
years in Radin. (See JO, Jan. 1984.) 

Jni-es~nse to.nuineroµs;t~<J.~e~, ~~;tte,pJ~ased.to.annowoo 
to the Olam:Ha1l:otalithe a~ailaoility.¢'the following: 

, ,, , ,,,, 

5"1'1~t iJ\?)n '""1)11 ,~., 
,D,....i£>:>n. t:J't~ ,tll'Dil WN1 ,ni))i:lw ,nt>£> 

.D'>:Jrt:>i ni'"'l;\~ ,D'>'"'liS> ,n:>i>n 1ni:>io·n:i.-o 

Most of these Sefori.m are.now in e:xpanded.editions, 
They may be obtained as a set or as single 

volumes. For information contact: 

Rabbi Shmuel Wolman Rabbi Yeshaya Thau /11 Eretz Ytsroel: RabbLAhrort Lasker 
718·377--0777 71'8-376-1265 ()Z.372-257 
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A Rav in Germany 

I n 1931, Rabbi Schwab was ap
pointed assistant to Rabbi Yonah 
Merzbach of Darmstadt, who 

later joined Rabbi Yechiel 
Schlestnger to found Yeshiva Kol To
rah in Jerusalem. The same year, he 
married Recha Froelich of 
Gelsenkirchen, who was his devoted 
and cheerful companion for life, and 
with whom he had five children. Two 
years later he was appointed District 
Rabbi of lchenhausen in Bavaria. 
Noting a lack of the spirit of the 

Lithuanian yeshiva in German 
Jewry, he attempted to establish a 
yeshiva there, but the local Nazis 
closed it on the day it opened. 

l-fe was under constant pressure 
from the local Gestapo. AB the situa
tion deteriorated, he began to sleep at 
night with his clothes on. He later ex
plained that one of his acquaintances 
who had been outspoken tn his criti
cism of the regime was taken away in 
the middle of the night and was found 
the next morning hanging. Should 
the same fate await him, he wanted 
to meet it fully clothed, as befits a 

./ N~ ARTSCROLL LETS\ I Y()USAYIT IN RUSSIAN! I 
Haven't you wartted to give the gift of Judaism to I 
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your Russian-speaking friends and neighbors? I 

Now - finally! - it is here: · 
The ArtScroll Siddur in Russian! I 

The masterful, world
renowned transla

tion, commentary, and 
instructions are now 
available in a beautiful 
new Russian translation, ·· 
produced and reviewed 
by scholars from the 
former Soviet Union. 

It's your perfect gift for 
those predous brothers · 
and sisters groping for 
authentic Judaism. 
Let them share and enjoy 
the Siddur that is revolu
tionizing tefillah for Jews · 
throughout the world. 

Let every Russian Jew 
have a Russian Siddur. 
They'll be grateful and 
you'll be overjoyed! 
Published by Mesorah 
Publications Ltd. and the Orthodox Union. 

Available at your local Hebrew bookstore or call 
1-800-MESORAH /In NYS, (718) 921-9000 I FAX• (718) 680-1875 

rabbi. Matters in Germany reached a 
point where it was only a matter of 
time before his arrest, and he decided 
to seek a rabbinical position overseas. 

Refugee Rabbi in Baltimore 

Upon the suggestion of Rabbi 
Leo Jung, a leading Orthodox 
rabbi in New York, he was ac

cepted as the rabbi of the German 
Jewish Shearith Israel Congregation 
of Baltimore. He arrived in the U.S. 
with his family on 10 Teves, 1936. 

Soon after his arrival, he was faced 
with his first crisis. He tnsisted that 
the by-laws of the congregation, 
which conferred voting rights only on 
Shomrei Shabbos, be upheld. AB a re
sult, two hundred members, the 
overwhelming majority of the mem
bership, who considered themselves 
Orthodox but were unable to resist 
the pressure to work on Shabbos, left 
the shul and established their own 
congregation. Shearith Israel was left 
with a skeleton of a congregation of 
barely two dozen members, some
times without a minyan during the 
week, and almost no wherewithal to 
cover his salary. He was forced to bor
row and scrape to make ends meet; 
there were times when he did not re
ceive his salary for months, It was not 
the only time in his life when he was 
willing to sacrifice posit;on and liveli
hood for principle. It was, tn fact, one 
of the Hirschian tenets upon which 
he was weaned: "Learn how to with
stand animosity and to weather un
popularity, and to carry on the 
struggle to uphold Hashem's ideals." 
Despite his poverty, in 194:3 he auc
tioned off his only possession of 
value, a sejer Torah that he had 
brought with him from Germany, and 
gave the proceeds of $2,000-a sub
stantial sum at the t;me--to the Vaad 
Hatzalah for saving Jewish lives in 
Europe. He was active in secl1ring af
fidavits to facilitate the entry of Jew
ish refugees into the United States, 
and the Schwab home in Baltimore 
became a way station for many poor, 
newly-arrived refugees from the Eu
ropean tnferno. 

Baltimore of those years was 
hardly a spiritual oasis. 

The kasluus situation was a mess. 
Rabbi Schwab told of the time. soon af-
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ter he had arrived in Baltimore, when he 
received a request lo provide a 
hashgacha for chickens. When he in· 
formed the owner that he would visit his 
plant, the man replied, "That's OK, 
Rabb~ we'll bring the check to yotL" 

The Rebbetzin was one of only a 
handful of women in the city who cov
ered her hair. Even Yeshiva Chofetz 
Chaim, headed by the illustrious 
Rabbi Chaim Samson, had almost no 
shomer Shabbos students. One of the 
Schwab boys had only one shomer 
Shabbos friend. He pleaded with his 
mother not to give him sandwiches 
for lunch in school because the boys 
laughed at him when he washed his 
hands before eating. 

Before the establishment of the 
Bais Yaakov, Rabbi Schwab would 
gather the few shomer Shabbos girls 
in his home for a weekly shiur. "Ess 
passt nisht," he was told by a local 
rabbi, "for a rav to teach girls." Rabbi 
Schwab replied that the Gemorasays 
that a chassid shoteh, a pious idiot, 
is one who refuses to save a woman 
who is drowning because she is a 
woman. "I don't want to be a chassid 
shoteh." Together with a few local 
baalebattim, he founded the Bais 
Yaakov of Baltimore, despite the de· 
rision of local rabbis who considered 
the undertaking a waste of time, ef· 
fort, and especially resources. "Why," 
one Orthodox rabbi asked him, "are 
you bothering with these insignificant 
mitzvos?" Tiris "insignificant mitzva" 
is today the largest such institution 
outside the New York area. 

The Franlefurt Kehilla 
inNewYork 

I n 1958, Rabbi Schwab's Rebbi 
from Frankfurt, Rabbi Joseph 
Breuer, when seventy-five-years 

old, decided that K'hal Adath 
Jeshurun of Washington Heights 
needed a vigorous presence on the 
rabbinate, and he invited his talmid 
to serve alongside him. It is testimony 
to the greatness of these two men that 
for the next twenty-three years they 
served the kehilla side by side with 
hardly an uncomfortable moment. 
Although many of the kehiUainstitu
tions were in place when he arrived, 
he was instrumental in founding the 
Mesivta and the Bais Yaakov High 
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Rabbi &hwab with Rabbi Y. Breuer 

School. the Bets Hamidrash and the 
world-renowned Rika Breuer 
Teacher's Seminary. It was durtng 
these years in Washington Heights 
that Rabbi Schwab's leadership and 
influence in the affairs of American 
Torah Jewry reached their peak. 

Il. THE EMBODIMENT OF 
MALAcm·s PROPHECY 

A Kingdom of Priests 

is one who by word and example 
spreads the knowledge of the Al
mighty. The kohein imperative of the 
Jew, which he epitomized, was the 
constant theme in his life. 

Living in GoltLS America. a MalchtLS 
shel Chessed, only strengthened this 
obligation. Every form of Chillul 
Hashem, he taught, lowers the 
awareness of the Divine presence in 
this world. If the perpetrator is a sup
posedly observant Jew-or worse, a 
so-called Torah scholar-then the of
fense is even greater. The Chillul 
Hashem strengthens the hand of the 
non-observer, gives ammunition to 
the scoffers, and fosters yet more re· 
jection of religion; and it is respon
sible, directly or indirectly, for the in
crease of frivolity, heresy and licen
tiousness in the world. How can one 
who cheated his neighbor or de
frauded the government, he asked, 
have the audacity to stand in front of 

T he Jewish People, the Rav the congregation and recite Kaddish, 
never tired of declaring, must a prayer for sanctifying G-d's Name in 
be a Mamleches Kohanim the world? There can be no white-

VegoyKadosh, a nation of prtests and washing, no condoning, and no 
a holy nation. A kohein, he explained, apologiZing on behalf of the desecra-
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tors. It must be made clear that he 
who besmtrches the Divine Name has 
defected from our ranks and joined 
our opponents. And the more promi· 
nent a person is. the more scrupu
lous and painstaking he must be in 
his business dealings to avoid even 
the slightest hint of a Chillul Hashem 
When the Rav was asked to assist in 
efforts to secure the release of a "reli· 
gious" Jew who was incarcerated for 
fraud, he refused. "Help him be re
leased? He's a rodeif of Klal YisraeL 
Because of him, .frwnme Yidden will 
suffer. Let him sit!" 

Traveling once with his son on the 
subway, the boy found fifty cents on 
the floor in front of the change booth, 
which he intended to pocket. think· 
ing that there was no obligation to re· 
turn it. "Give it to the attendant," his 
father insisted, "and I will stick my 
beard in his window so that he sees 
that religious Jews do not want other 
people's money." 

The prophet Malachi, speaking of 
the End of Days. described the at
tributes of the kohein, and these 
qualities are perhaps the most accu
rate description of Rabbi Schwab, his 
life and his teachings: "Toras emes 
haysa befihu, ve'avla lo nimtza 
bi'sfasav; beShalom vemishor 
halach itti, verabbim heishiv 
me'avon. The teaching of truth was in 
his mouth and no injustice was found 
on his lips; in peace and in straight
forwardness he walked with Me and 
he turned many away from sin." 

MALAcHI2, 6-7 

'Toras Em.es ... "1 

H e viewed his mission in life as 
being a marbitz Torah giving 
shiurim to those of all ages 

and backgrounds in his kehilla
men, women and children. He had a 
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How can one who 
cheated his neighbor or 
defrauded the 
government, he asked, 
have the audacity to 
stand in front of the 
congregation and recite 
Kaddish, a prayer for 
sanctifying G-d's Name 
in the world? 

unique approach to Aggada and 
shared with his talmidim and 
congregants countless original in· 
sights into ChazaL A lengthy series of 
shiwim on the Siddur Tefilla present· 
ing invaluable insights were recorded 
for posterity. Many of his chiddushim 
on Chwnash and Midrash were re
cently published in his magnum 
opus, Maayan Bais Hashoeva 
(Mesorah Publications, New York, 
1994). Some of his public addresses 
of the last decade, and many essays 
of the last half century have been 
published in three volumes of his col
lected works (CIS Publishers). 

He exhorted his followers to learn 
"with an inner glow and persistence, 
with ardor and singleminded passion, 
with noble joy and a serene spirit," and 
he put great effort into inspiring the 
youth of his kehilla to continue on in 
advanced yeshivas. The thousands of 
bnei Torah at his funeral and the over· 
whelming majority of bnei Torah at a 
hespedin his memory inJerusalem
children and grandchildren of his 
congregants-are eloquent testimony 
to his success in this realm. 

Besides seIVing for many years as 
the Av Beis Din of the justly respected 
Beis Din of K'hal Adath Jeshurun, 
and the Beis Din of Torah Umesorah, 
he was frequently called upon to de
cide crucial dinei Torah dealing with 
major Torah institutions. 

Rabbi Schwab was not a bridge 
between two worlds, between East 
and West-bridges are not for living 
1 from the prophecy ofMalachi, as are subsequent headings. 

on. He was rather the embodiment of 
the Eau v'Eilu Divrei Elokim Chaim 
('These and those are the words of the 
living G-d") of two sacred traditions. 
He embodied in one person two di· 
verse Torah cultures: the glorious 
Frankfurt tradition of Rabbi Hirsch, 
with its emphasis on adherence to the 
emes and insistence on putting the 
stamp of Torah on every area of pub
lic and private endeavor ... combined 
with unwavering devotion to intense 
Torah study, which was the hallmark 
of the great yeshivas of Lithuania. On 
the one hand, he absorbed the 
Chofetz Chaim's caress; on the other, 
he observed the admonishment of the 
alterGerrer Rebbewho characterized 
Rabbi Hirsch as "a lebedike mussar 
sejer." That combination was the rea
son why he was the inspiration and 
source of guidance to so many in the 
Torah community of America. 

Rabbi Schwab was convinced that 
Torah im Derech Eretz offers a vision 
of Judaism "in a way that can be ac
cepted ... by the five-and-a-half-mil
lion uncommitted Jews in the vast 
spiritual wasteland that is today's 
America, in a language they can un
derstand." 

He exemplified the "Torah im 
Derech Eretz·ben Torah." Torah im 
DerechEretzmeans "the subjugation 
and control of all mundane affairs by 
the royal sovereignty of the Torah." It 
is the call to take the Torah out into 
the world in order to sanctify the Di· 
vine Name on earth by our every ac
tion. It demands the Torah's conquest 
oflife and not its flight from life. The 
Torah im Derech Eretz·ben Torah is 
well aware of what happens in the 
world that surrounds him, "for he is 
constantly called upon to apply the 
yardstick of holacha and the search
light of hashkafa to the realities that 
confront him." He also knows that 
Torah im Derech Eretz cannot be 
separated from Rav Hirsch's Austritt 
(secession) principle, which requires 
absolute separation from institution
alized heresy or any view of Judaism 
based on anything other than Torah. 
Without Austritt, Torah im Derech 
Eretz is merely a cover for a conve
nient lifestyle, and a rejection of its 
essence, which is the total domina· 
tion by Torah of all of life. 

Torah imDerechEretz means hon-
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esty and integrity in the business 
world and in the professions. It 
means seeing G-d in the wonders of 
Creation, in the magnificence of na
ture, in the breathtaking discoveries 
of science and in the grandeur of 
plant and animal life. It means an 
awareness of the fact that everything 
in the physical world is a manifesta
tion of the Shechina. 

Rabbi Schwab himself attended 
neither high-school nor college; 
knowledge of the world and the won
ders of Creation were self-taught. On 
nature walks with his children, he 
would tell them the names and na
ture of the flora and fauna. But the 
greatest revelation of G-d is the To
rah, and without that, man will not 
know what to do with the awareness 
of His existence. Whereas nature 
shows the wonders of the Creator, 
Torah reveals, as it were. the Creator 
Himself. 

Rabbi Chaim Ozer Grodzenski 
once put it all in perspective. While 
taking a walk in Switzerland, young 
Shimon Schwab pointed out the awe
some Divine beauty of the Alps. "S'iz 
shain," Reb Chaim Ozer agreed, "ober 
a Y'td mit a bard iz noch shenner." It 
would seem to this writer that the 
message was clear. One can perceive 
the Divine in nature as it performs 
G-d's will instinctively. That, however, 
can never match the beauty of the 
Jew who performs the Divine impera
tive in free-willed volition. 

"Torah of Truth" 

E arly in life, his father taught 
him the importance of not 
only speaking the truth, but of 

living the truth. This writer recalls vis
iting the Rav as a young boy on the 
last day of Pesach. when the Rav told 
the following story. 

".As a young boy around the age of 
Bar Mitzva, I decided to stand for the 
entire tefillos on the night and day of 
Yom Kippur, a custom cited in the 
Shulchan Aruch (0.C. 619). My father, 
who was not one to ignore things like 
that. made no corrunent. On Motza'ei 
Yorn Kippur, one of my younger broth
ers did something that was not to my lil<
ing, and I let him have it physically. My 
father slapped my face. 'I thought that 
you had perhaps attained the madreiga 
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of obseroing even a custom brought as 
yesh omdim (some stand) in the 
Shulchan Aruch,' he said. 'But your be· 
havior immediately following Yorn Kip
pur indicates that you reached no such 
level at all, and were just showing off. 
For that you got the potsch. '" 

His insistence on emes extended to 
things which usually go unnoticed. 
His stationery said ... "T":JN "Head of the 
Beis Din of the Kehilla Adath 
Jeshurun." When Rabbi Gelley joined 
the rabbinate, Rabbi Schwab began 
to cross out the words "T":!N on the 
stationery, even though he was still 
the Rav of the Kehi!la, since he no 
longer sat on dinei Torah 

His first exposure to the insistence 
on emes in public life was from his 
revered Rebbl the Frankfurter Rav, 
Rabbi Shlomo Breuer, who followed 
in the footsteps of his father-in-law, 
Rabbi S. R. Hirsch. Reb Shlomo 
Breuer refused to recognize any Jew
ish community not absolutely gov
erned by Torah, firrnly opposed coop
eration between Jewish communities 
and organizations based on Torah 

with those opposed to it. "He hated 
the untruth," Rabbi Schwab wrote of 
his Rebbl "but he despised even more 
the easy compromise between emes 
and shekker, the political double talk, 
which in the name of unity would rel
egate the Torah Nation to a modest 
niche, to a mere 'branch' within the 
superstructure of a nondescript 'Jew
ish People.'" 
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The Kehilla as 
an Instn.iment of Truth 

T he kehilla, Rabbi Schwab 
taught, is a microcosm of Klal 
Y!Sroel and as such 

"is not beholden to any non-Torah 
authority, not associated with any 
board, federation, council, roof orga
nization-local, national, or interna
tional- that is not absolutely and ex
clusively identified with the Law of 
Torah. The true kehilla will not sub
scribe to or encourage any Jewish ori
entation or philosophy which is not 
based on the truth of the Torah." 
This was not mere talk. The kehilla 

that he headed suffered great finan
cial difficulty for its prtncipled stand 
in this matter. Yeshiva Rabbi S.R. 
Hirsch is one of very few in the New 
York area that has refused on prtn
ciple to accept funding from the 
Federation's Board of Jewish Educa
tion, even from special "funds" that 
only used the Federation as a con
duit. It was unthinkable to take 
money from an organization created 
for Jewish purposes, yet not based on 
allegiance to Torah as the supreme 
authority tn Jewish life. The Rav was 

. 

Yeshiva Rabbi S.R. Hirsch, N. Y. C. 

also certain that a yeshiva that de
rives part of its income from such 
sources cannot fulfill its potential in 
producing talmidei chachamim. He 
once told this writer that he was con
vinced that the yeshivas in Eretz 
Yisroel would be able to produce 
many more gedolei Torah if they were 
not constrained to rely on Israeli gov
ernment funding for their existence. 
(See BavaMetzia85b.) 

Surely tolerance is important. Ju
daism has different shitns and phi-

losophies. Chassidim, Lit.Yaks, Se
phardim-all must live together in 
peace and harmony, and can and 
should work together as components 
of one grand symphony. But all must 
be within the parameters of emes. 
This commitment to emes in organi
zational life was expressed in his al
legiance to Agudath Israel of America, 
as well as in the fact that an over
whelming proportion of his congre
gants are members of the Agudah. 

Commitment to emes means that 
there can be no tolerance for the 
statement that two and two are five. 
If the one making such an absurd 
statement never learned arithmetic, 
we can be tolerant of him, but not of 
his views. One must distinguish be
tween Reform and Conservative rab
bis and leaders, who are meisisim 
umeidichim (indoctrinators of non
truth), and their adherents, who are 
tinnkos shenishbu (innocent victims), 
to whom we must reach out. 

The insistence of the absolute 
standard of emes tn public life is im
possible unless it is the outgrowth of 
unshakable honesty in one's private 
affairs. And it is not enough, he never 
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tired of saying, to be leshem 
Shamayim. One must constantly 
make sure that one's leshem 
Shamayim is Leshem Shamayim. 
Kana'us (zealousness) must be 
driven by the purest of motives. And 
it must be without anger or invective. 
The kanai must always bear in mind 
that those whom he cliticizes are fel
low Jews, whom he must rebuke with 
Jove. Only the one who leads others 
astray must be hated. 

Revision, For the Sake of Truth 

H is adherence to emes was 
such that he was willing to 
revise long held views, even if 

that meant a reassessment of publicly 
stated positions. His views on the rel
evance of Torah im Derech Erelz are a 
case in point. With the rise of Nazism 
in the 1930' s, Rabbi Schwab was con
vinced that Torah im Derech Erelz as 
expounded by Rabbi S.R Hirsch was 
no longer relevant. not a.;; an educa
tional program and certainly not as a 
Weltanschauung. The barbarity of the 
Nazi beast (even before World War II). 
the virulent anti-Semitism in Ger
many, and the total failure of the ide
als of enlightened humanism and 
Western culture to change the essen
tial nature of gentile society led him to 
conclude that the only path for the To
rah-observant German Jew was to re
turn to the 'Torah Only" approach, 
and to shun Western culture and the 
world at large as much as possible. 
Rabbi Hirsch's Torah im Derech Erelz 
ideal, he averred, was only a hora'as 
sha'ah, a temporary measure for a 
temporary situation. In 1934, he aired 
these views in a slim volume entitled 
Heimkehr ins.Judentwn (Homecoming 
into Judaism). which caused a sensa
tion in German Orthodoxy. 

But after coming to Amelica, he 
concluded that the realities of the 
ghetto and the shied where one could 
spend all one's life in the local beis 
hamidrash, with its total dissociation 
from the rest of society, was a way of 
life that had also been consumed in 
the flames of the Holocaust. The re
alities of life in the United States and 
other Western countlies, where the 
Jew traveled in non-Jewish circles 
and could not live totally apart from 
the society around him, were not es-
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sentially different from the siutation 
in the Western Europe of Rabbi 
Hirsch. Furthermore. a careful study 
of all of Rabbi Hirsch's Wlitings led 
him to the inevitable conclusion that 
he had never meant Torah im Derech 
Erelz as a hora'as sha'ahat all. It was 
not a compromise, a kula. or a hetter. 
Although Rav Hirsch did not insist 
that it was for everyone. he certainly 
did not see it as time bound. Rabbi 
Schwab then publicly retracted his 
earlier insistence on "Torah Only" as 

"E . h II h ss passt n1s t, e was 
told by a local rabbi, 
"for a ravto teach girls." 
Rabbi Schwab replied 
that the Gemora says 
that a chassid shoteh, a 
pious idiot, is one who 
refuses to save a woman 
who is drowning 
because she is a woman. 
"I don't want to be a 
chassid shoteh." 

the sole way of life for the Torah Jew 
in Western society. (Rabbi Schwab al
ways viewed the situation in Eretz 
Yisroelas essentially unique, but that 
is beyond the purview of this article.) 
To that end he published in 1966 a 
booklet entitled These and 'Those (Eilu 
v'Eilu), wherein he set forth the argu
ments and counter-arguments for 
both positions, with the conclusion, 
as the title indicates, that both, in 
their proper time and place, are legiti
mate ways of life for the Torah Jew in 
Western society. 

Ihere is an old Ashkenazi custom to 
call out"Emes" in the Aleynu prayer ,-e
cited during the Chazaras Hashatz of 
Mussaf on the Yomim Noraim. He re
tained this custom even in America 
where others had ceased to obseroe it. 
His last words to a disciple were, "Re-

flesa.-;b .$'ed~J! 
with the Rav 
AfllersotlatVig11ette 

Theyear~s t9b9.MY.Wife:ill'ld 
1 ··an~ four thildten vvereJivirtg in 
Washin~t()n Heig(fu ~th nc> ol:her 
family i(lthe <;ommurity.e:xcept~or · 
a singleSiste.~ RaJ:>bi Sc!iwab calfetj. 
inviting us to the S(!'derat l'!is ~ome, 

• We mac!{!· crrrangemen~s for· 
babysitting •. • and thr~:i;hildren, my 
wife. sister. and ljrnriee! tf:ieRav);Vitfl 
greatl'."citE!n\ent. 

'fhe.$etjer. vvith US<)nel t\/VO (!th!ir 
guests; vva.s .. geatf:d for !~Children 
,,-ages 5, 4 and~. Eac;h Pjltagtaph 
was explruned. dearly. vvith RabJ:>i 
Sch'Nab~mel(!dio.us voice mal<iqg 
every description <ll')d ev.~t. yiYidly 
reaL.. He put the:.matz<ill on his 
shotJlder and.reenactecl Jle:ti!ias 
MitztayJ'm. 1-r.e asl<edthe children 
qqestjons, al')d ~ryanswerea.rned 
a .candy.·nut.()r ~hocCJfate :::"'.'.a 
minhaf1.ttraf.We: folloWto Jhis very 
day. The atmoshphere was vyarm 
ill'l~vi.orilrt.a9d t~t!.I?~ <1;1<e:c1. t11e: ... 

.children lll(nat .. th?¥.Wol.lltl til<!lf(!r · 
afikpipe:n ;pl'E!sents .. ••· The gifl~ rce~ 
qqest!J~• c~ily<'n~··· ill'l£l fO!()ring 

..• ·.(}o()ks, and· .. my s~n y,."1nttrd·····il. 
IJ.iil!Jat:fda. •• • • > •• •.•. · •• ; 

The.prese:llts. ca.rne.vvitl1.in.t~ .. · 
Weekcr~r~e:~ch, ~tt:i~)iel~ 

. t..1~<;:1(Ja qreutif!Jl!Y ~n;scri[)e~ .,. ii~ 
a rery1ei:t1bra1'1cgpfffi~ $ede.i: vy~icl1 

. Willlastl'Gre\IE;r.'••·>· •• :.<.'.•.·· ••. ·. 
.or. venud.a~t\tsche.r 

l>t.~ • .a;den!lsti&.~tumnt!y· 
llvesin.tl\eJlorOPruk-ofl!rookfyit 

member, you must always teU theemes. 
I have manyjailings." he continued, "but 
one thing 1 never did was chanfa (flatter] 
people." 

" ... Was in His Mouth" 

H e taught himself to speak and 
Wlite eloquent. polished En
glish, for that was the me

dium to reach the hearts and minds 
of American Jewry. Even the best of 
speakers sometimes have an off day, 
but of him it was said that he never 
spoke less than perfectly. He was al
ways inspiring, stimulating. never 
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humdrum. At the Siywnei Hashas of 
the Daf Yom~ at Agudath Israel and 
Torah Umesorah conventions, his 
carefully crafted addresses set the 
tone and inspired the audience. He 
could admonish and suggest areas in 
need ofimprovement without alienat
ing his listeners. Why? Because he re
spected his audiences and never took 
them for granted. Because of that re
spect. he was always well prepared. 
His listeners knew that whatever he 
said derived from a sense of heartfelt 
concern. And he spoke of nothing to 
which he himself did not adhere. 

He viewed his ability to influence 
others in a totally different way. He 
felt that it was because he was a 
dachil rabbanan, one who feared the 
Sages. The Gemora says that such a 
person will either become a tzuroa 
m'rabbanan, a sage in his own right, 
or, if incapable of that, will be listened 
to as if he were a sage. He put him
self in the latter category. 

His son once found his father stand
ing and talking on the telephone, at a 

Rabbi Schwab at graduation ceremony 
at Ner Israel, With Rabbi Rudermwt 
(center) and Rabbi H. Neuberger (left), 
circa 1950. 

time when he suffered terrible arthritis 
in his knees, which made it excruciat~ 
ingly painfel to stand. When asked why 
he was standing, he explained that he 
was talking to Rabbi Moshe Feinstein. 
"But you're not obligated to, if it's only 
on the phone," his son protested. 
"Surely, I have no chiyuv to stand," the 
Rav replied, "but how can I sit when 
talking to Reb Moshe?" 

His influence was not limited to 
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the spoken word. His articles and his 
seforim influenced many. In addi
tion, he was a poet. At the request of 
Rabbi Breuer he authored a Kinna 
(lamentation) in memory of the Six 
Million. This eloquent and moving 
elegy for the kedoshim is now recited 
on Tisha B'Av in congregations 
throughout the world. 

"Injustice Was Not on His Ups" 

H e was scrupulous to a fault in 
financial matters. He hated 
even a suggestion of crooked 

dealings. "I don't want to be a 
bedi'evedYid,'' he would say, "I want 
to be a lechat'chila Yid." He often won
dered why people who were so strin
gent in regard to a yeishomrim(alter
native opinion) in Orach Chaim and 
Yoreh De'ah (ritual halacha) simply 
ignore the yeish omrim in Choshen 
Mishpat that prohibits gezel akwn: 
His tax form was exact, recording 
even gifts from friends. He was once 
called in by IRS for an audit, as they 
could not believe that a man with 
such modest income could give so 
much charity. He sent an accoun
tant, a member of the kehilla, to rep
resent him. At the conclusion, the IRS 
agent declared that never, in all his 
years as an auditor, had he met any
one who was so forthcoming and me
ticulous in reporting income and in 
documenting all contributions. He 
followed that with a letter to Rabbi 
Schwab saying that the latter's scrn
pulous honesty "had restored my 
faith in humanity." 

Someone once undertook to pub
lish the writings of a certain Torah lu
minary of a previous generation. 
Knowing that the editor of the work 
was having difficulty raising the nec
essary funds to cover the publication 
costs, the Rav called him on his own 
initiative and offered him a loan of 
$10,000tocovertheinitial costs. Sev
eral weeks later, he notified the edi
tor that since the publisher of the 
work had been sending him books 
from time to time, he was afraid that 
those complimentary books might be 
construed as ribbis (interest). He thus 
decided to give the enttre sum, which 
constituted a good portion of his life 
savings, as a gift, so that there would 
be no hint of a she'eila, even though 
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halachically there was no problem 
whatsoever. 

Kashrus, he always stressed, refers 
not only to food but to money as well. 

"While those who resort to cheating, 
trickery, dishonesty andfraud may at 
times have the outward appearance of 
being G-dfeartngJews, they are, in fact, 
irreligious. They may well be strict in 
their obseroance of certain mitzvos, but 
in their business dealings they reveal 
that they are koflim [infidels} in regard 
toHashgacha pratis, Divine Providence. 
Since they certainly do not believe that 
G-d wants them to take what is not right
fe.lly theirs, they are conducting their 
business as though He does not exist." 
Glatt yosher, as Rabbi Breuer once 
wrote, is no less important than glatt 
kosher. 

He was the ultimate sonei betza 
He refused to accept compensation 
for any rabbinic function, including 
weddings, funerals, dinei Torah and 
Kashrussupervision. "Rabbi," he was 
often asked, "what do I owe you?" 

"Owe me? Tiris is not a business. 
It is my responsibility to Kial YisroeL" 
He refused to accept money even for 
rnechiras chometz. He did not, how
ever, wish to hurt the income of other 
rabbis, so he established a tzeddaka 
fund to which anyone who insisted on 
paying for mechiras chometz could 
contlibute. 

In his six decades as a Rav, he never 
once asked for a raise. When, in his ad
vanced years, the kehilla engaged 
Rabbi Zechariah Gelley to serve along
side him, he requested the Board of 
Trustees to reduce his own salary since 
he would have less responsibilities. 
They repUed that, as it was, his salary 
was so low that it constituted no more 
than a retirement wage. 

"InPeaceand 
Straighifonvardness He Walked 

With Me" 

H e was plincely in his relations 
with others. He treated young 
and old with warmth, and 

greeted everyone b 'seiver panim 
yafos, the hallmark of all the Schwab 
brothers. His smile warmed as it 
shone; his sparkling eyes and his 
shining countenance put his visitors 
at ease, no matter what their station 
in life. 
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"Ha' emes vehashalom ehavu, "the 
prophet says. Both peace and truth 
are important, but one must always 
bear in mind that peace is a virtue 
when dealing with one's personal af
fairs, where one must bend and give 
in for the sake of peace. Judaism, 
however, is not one's to compromise. 
In matters touching upon Torah is
sues, it must be ernes first and then 
shalom Peace, Rabbi S.R. Hirsch of
ten said, is the child of truth; not the 
reverse. 

He personified the imperative of 
the prophet Micha to be a hatzne'a 
leches im Elokecha_ to walk humbly 
with G-d. Although requested atvali
ous times to serve on the Moetzes 
Gedolei HaTorah of Agudath Israel, 
he refused, saying that he was not 
worthy of being a member of this au
gust body. 

The tzenius referred to by the 
prophet Micha means not only humil
ity, but more importantly, a lack of os
tentation. He despised conspicuous 
consumption. He pleaded incessantly 
for tzenius and simplicity in sirnchas, 
in manner of dress, and comportment, 
in lifestyles and vacations. 

Tzenius, lack of ostentation, is no 
less important in spiritual matters. 
How does one walk with Hashem in
conspicuously? For a person who 
truly walks with G-d, being in the 
public eye is no reason to manifest 
one's devoutness. Le'olam yehei 
adam yerei Shamayim beseiser 
uvagaluy. One must always fear G-d, 
in plivate and in public. The question 
is obvious: One who does not fear G-d 
in private does not fear G-d at all. 
What does it mean to fear G-d in pli
vate? Hatzne'a leches, the Rav ex
plained, requires that one's yiras 

Shamayim be something one has no 
need to show off. True yiras 
Shamayim is between you and G-d, 
and the more yiras Shamayim one 
has, the less should others be aware 
ofit. The Gernora tells us that the Isha 
Hashunamis (Shunamite woman) 
knew that Elisha the Prophet was a 
holy man because flies did not dis
turb him, among other prtvate indi
cations. Couldn't she tell that he was 
a kadosh by just looking at him and 
watching his behavior? The answer is 
that true kedusha, true yiras 
Shamayim is not readily apparent to 
the casual observer. One sees noth
ing extraordinary on the externals of 
the true tzaddik. He learned this, he 
said, from the Chofetz Chaim. If one 
was zocheh, one could see the 
Shechina on his visage, but other
wise, he looked like a plain man 
dressed in the clothes of a simple la
borer, with an ordinary cap pulled low 
over his forehead. The greater the 
gadol the more simple the comport
ment. Real kedushais within; as soon 
as it becomes manifested outwardly, 
it is diminished. 

The Rav personified this in his 
daily life and in his davening, which 
was without noise or fuss. From his 
early youth, when no one watched or 
cared, the first pesukim of Krias 
Shema took him an inordinate 
amount of time to recite. Only his 
family knew that he began davening 
at home, much before he came to 
shul and when the congregation was 
at Borchu, he was already holding by 
the second beracha of Krias Shema 
In his later years, or when illness pre
vented him from daveningwith a min
yan in shuL his tefillos at home were 
wrenching in their intensity-but 
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never when anyone was watching. 
For years he would buy two esrogim 

for Succos. The exquisite one, for 
which he spent a large sum of money, 
he kept at home. He took the simpler 
one to shuL The hiddur mitzva was 
pure, with no element of public dis
play. Kavana in mitzvos was not lim
ited. to the more glamorous ones. One 
must have no less kavana in one's 
daily benching, he used to say, than 
one has when eating the first k'zayis 
of matzahon Pesach. 

One who walks with G-d feels that 
he is always in the Divine presence. 
Rabbi Schwab's regal bearing re
flected that. He was his children's 
best friend, yet his son testified that 
until his father was 83 years old and 
in the hospital, he never saw him in 
bed. He spared himself little time for 
rest, citing Rav Hirsch on the verse, 
"Vayikatz Yaakov mishnaso: Ehr hat 
sich ge'ekeltfim sein shliif- He was 
revolted by his sleep." Yet for all his 
busy schedule and his dignified de
meanor, he always had time for his 
children. His Shabbos and Yam Tov 
table were occasions of sheer delight. 
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With Bostoner Rebbe at 
Agudath Israel Convention. 1990 

When one walks with G-d, it is in
sufficient merely to start the journey 
with his Creator. Every step of the 
way must reflect that reality. The 
prophet Isaiah criticized the Jewish 
People, "Vatehi yirasam osei mitzvas 
anashim melumada-they did their 
mitzvos as if by rote." Rabbi Schwab 
explained that not only one's mitzva 
performance, but even one's yiras 
Shamayim can become mechanical. 
Even a person's kanaus and path in 
life must be under constant scrutiny 
so that it not become stale. 

Walking with Hashem means con
stant awareness of His presence. He 
always stressed that the prime neces-

sity of the Jew was errnma peshuta, 
an uncomplicated awareness of G-d's 
closeness and Hashgacha pratis. 
Emuna (which Rav Hirsch relates to 
omein, nurse) is the feeling of secu
rity and well-being one must have, 
sensing the protective and caring 
presence of G-d-as a nursing child 
feels in his mother's arms. In this 
manner Rabbi Schwab lived for 
eighty-six years, and when the time 
came for him to leave this world, it 
was in the same calm and trusting 
manner. 

OnRoshChodeshAdarl, 5755. he 
was hospitalized after a heart attack. 
On the eve of Purim Kattan, he suf
fered another severe attack. Now that 
his teachers were paid, he could leave 
the world. His family gathered around 
his bed and he calmly recited Vidduy, 
Shema Yisroel, Baruch Shem, and the 
seven-fold Hashem Hu HaElokim. 
With the seventh Hashem Hu 
HaElokim. he returned his soul to his 
Maker, moving on to the Olam 
Hoemes as he lived, declaring 
"Hashem Hu HaElokim." the funda
mental truth of the universe. • 
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e Orthodox Jewish world needs 
o reminders that only Juda

sm, not mere "Jewishness," 
holds the key to the Jewish future. Still, 
though, it is heartening to witness a 
wider Jewish universe taking note of 
the truism. 

A recent book, Jews and the New 
American Scene. by Seymour Martin 
Upset and Earl Raab (Harvard Uni
versity Press. 1995). has made quite 
an impact on both the Jewish and 
general intellectual scene. A review in 
The Wall Street Journal charactertzed 
it as "an important book," calling at
tention to both the work·s "well
founded ... pessimism about the fu
ture of American Jewry" and its pre
scription, a "stem warning to Ameri
can Jews: Return to your roots or dis
solve into the melting pot." 

The book. if only for its potential for 
forcing the general Jewish public to 
reassess its continuity baskets and 
the eggs entrusted thereto, is indeed 
important. It also, despite its modest 
size (207 pages), contains a wealth of 
interesting American Jewish history. 

Messrs. Lipset and Raab, the 
former a Senior Fellow at Stanford 
University's Hoover Institution. the 
latter the director of the Perlmutter 

Rabbi Shafran, who serves as the Director of Pub
lic Affairs for Agudath Israel of America, is a fre
quent contributor to these pages. 
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RabbiAvi Shafran 

THE KEY 
TO}EWISH 

IMMORTALITY: 
A Secular-Eye View 

[-.-. ·-·.··.· -·---.. -.· .. ·-. .. - .-.~ ··_ .. -.=.· ... · ... • .. ··._.· ... ~--.-.=-.. ·._.···.· .. ·.··.·.··· ... ·_l·_· ..• L AReview~ 
Institute for Jewish Advocacy at 
Brandeis University, trace the trends 
of Jewish immigration and experi
ence from Colonial times until the 
present. One reads, among other in
triguing facts and vignettes, about 
Jewish peddlers called "egg-eaters" 
by frontier Indians because of their 
refusal to eat the Native Americans' 
meat; about how. during the first 
quarter of the nineteenth century. 
Jews were elected governor of Geor
gia and mayor of Richmond and 
Charleston: about Jewish members 
of Congress in the mid-1800s; about 
how there were no Jews at all in Port
land, Oregon, until the 1850s but 
how, by 1880, two had served as 
mayors. and the city council held 
regular meetings in "the store of 
Rosenblatt and Blaumer." 

There is a recounting, too, of tell
ing episodes in American Jewish his
tory. like the infamous "shrimp ban
quet" at the maiden Hebrew Union 
College graduation in 1883. and the 
official Reform rejection of Jewish na
tionhood. 

AMERICA: A TWO-EDGED SWORD 

Tie book's most trenchant ele· 
ment. though, is its thesis: that 
the individual liberties and un

precedented opportunity that 
America presented Jewish immi
grants was, and remains, a two
edged sword-allowing for great eco
nomic and societal success while at 
the same time threatening the cohe
sion and identity of American Jews. 

With the benefit of the authors' 
carefully focused hindsight. one can 
easily appreciate the prescience of so 
many Gedolei Torah of pre-war Eu
rope, who warned of the great spiri
tual danger of the "treifa medina" 
across the ocean. Indeed, their fears 
were the outright hopes of others. 
" ... Once ... no longer persecuted," 
John Adams wrote. "!Jews] would 
soon wear away some of the asperi
ties and peculiarities of their charac
ter. possibly in time becom(ing] liberal 
Unitarian Christians." 

A Jewish settler in Virginia is 
quoted, too, ina 1791 lettertoherpar
ents in Germany. "One can make a 
good living here," she writes, " ... (but] I 
know that you will not want me to bring 
up my children like Gentiles. Here they 
cannot become anything else." 

Even Rabbi Elchonon Wasserman 
':>":!Ir's warning about the mirage of the 
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world's myriad "isms" eerily echoes in 
the book. Lipset and Raab, not likely 
familiar with the Kovetz Ma'amarim 
but nonetheless keenly aware of the 
concept of ideology as religion-surro
gate, write that "Americanism is an 
ism in the same sense that commu
nism, fascism or liberalism are isms." 

Thus they boldly establish the 
clear and present dangers that the 
American democratic experiment 
presented-and continues to 
present-to the Jew qua Jew. 

Hashgacha, of course, had clear 
plans for this land as a wonderful 
Jewish haven and for the blossoming 
of Yiddishkeit on its shores, despite 
any reluctance Torah"1ews may have 
had to become American pioneers. 
Yet, while Jewish children can cer
tainly grow up as something other 
than "Gentiles"-indeed, as proud 
and practicing Jews, in our day-the 
openness and opportunity the New 
World affords us has not only taken a 
terrible toll on many Jews, but con
tinues (the authors say) to threaten 
the collective American Jewish fu
ture. They believe that "tf there are 
not big historical surprises, the cohe
sive body of Jews will not only be a 
smaller portion of the American 
population by the middle of the next 
century, it will be smaller in absolute 
numbers" - though comprised 
largely of "those who feel somehow 
connected to the religious core of their 
tribal identity." 

',,_-_-,_,,, ,,,',_-''' , ;,'':-> '_-': 

The authors suggest that 

"the strategists of Jewish 

continuity may be too 

concentrated 

on ... quantitative 

aspects," that 

"educational 'in reach' 

may turn out to be more 

important than 

'outreach.'" 

WHAT CAN PROVIDE THE GLUE? 

Tie authors go on to carefully 
valuate all the likely candi

dates for assuring Jewish co
hesion and continuity-fear of anti
Semitism, Zionism, liberalism-and 
find them all wanting. Anti
Semitism, while always a latent 
threat, is waning in America, they 
say. Israelis are emigrating to the 
United States in far greater numbers 
than American Jews are moving to 
Israel, and support for the Jewish 
state will not, the authors predict, 
sufficiently bind American Jews, 
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should the Mideast peace process 
progress. Liberal social values, more
over, "are no longer particular to the 
Jews and have clearly not provided 
the glue which can keep the Jewish 
community together." 

What, then, can provide that glue? 
'The search for a special Jewish 

trait," Lipset and Raab contend, "in
evitably leads back to religion." 

The authors maintain, and rea
sonably so, that the Jewish religion 
and the Jewish people are in their es
sences inseparable. 'The religious 
component of Judaism," they write, 
"is formally built around a specific re
lationship between G-d and the Jew
ish people as a whole." 

Stretching their academic necks 
further still, they dare suggest that 
"the strategists of Jewish continuity 
may be too concentrated on ... quan
titative aspects," that "educational 
'inreach' may turn out to be more im
portant than 'outreach.'" 

The authors are, of course, not 
quite counselling yeshiva or seminary 
for every Jewish man and woman. 
logical and wonderful though that 
might be. They are not prepared, at 
least in this book, to deal with pre
cisely where "the roots" of Jews are to 
be found, and what specifically does 
and does not nourish them. "Jewish 
religion" in the vernacular of the au
thors and the larger Jewish world 
still, unfortunately, comes in a menu 
of choices. 

Butshiningthespotlightofhopefor 
the Jewish future clearly on the realm 
of the spiritual is inarguably a service 
for which the entire Jewish world owes 
Messrs. Lipset and Raab much. 

It is indeed unfortunate, as a re
viewer of their book in The American 
Spectator wrote, that "Lipset and 
Raab are sociologists and authors 
rather than the president and vice 
president of any major Jewish orga
nization." 

But their pointed, readable, radi
cal book is nonetheless a seed 
planted in the minds of the American 
Jewish intelligentsia. If it should 
take root and grow, the Jewish fu
ture might well encompass a larger 
and stronger Jewish people than 
Lipset and Raab--<>r even we-dare 
imagine. • 
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Dr. Meir Wilder 

The Refua Before the Makka 
(The Cure Before the Ailment) 

Preventing Homesickness at Sleepaway Camp 

"Hello. Mr. Cohen? This is Rabbi 
&hwartz from Camp Kayitz. As we dis
cussed earlier this week. your son 
(daughter) just does not seem ready for 
camp this year. I have consulted with 
the bunk counselor and the division 
head and we all agree that... perhaps 
you should come up on Sunday and 
take him (her) home." 

A FACT OF TORAH LIFE 

No one-absolutely no one
would like to be on the receiv
ing end of that phone call. Yet 

the possibility exists for many par
ents every year. Like it or not. 
sleepaway camp has become a fact of 
Torah life in America today. In fact, 
many mosdos hachinucheven require 
their talmidim to attend a Torah-oii
ented summer camp to insure that 
Torah study will continue duiing the 
summer. (Few day camps are geared 

Dr. W1kler. of Brooklyn, NY. is a psychotherapist 
and family coWlSelor in private practice. He iS a fre
quent contrtbutor to these pages. most recently 
With "When Things Spin Out of Control: Some 
Thoughts on Taking Charge of Our Tempers." in 
the Feb. ·95 issue. 
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for campers older than 11 or 12.) 
For most children. camp is the 

highlight of the year. It is eagerly an
ticipated. thoroughly enjoyed. and 
long remembered with much alfec
tion. For some, however, a trip to 
camp becomes a nightmare of appre
hension and even terror simply at the 
thought of separation from home. 
When that happens. parents are 
faced with two equally unacceptable 
choices: leave the child at home and 
let him or her lose out on all of the 
educational. social and recreational 
advantages of camp. or force the child 
to go to camp and subject him or her 
to the emotional torture and social 
disgrace of chronic homesickness 
and ... possibly receive a call like the 
one from "Rabbi Schwartz." 

NORMAL AND ABNORMAL 
HOMESICKNESS 

D on't all children miss their 
parents at camp? Of course. 
some feelings of homesick

ness are normal for most children 
duiing their first tiip to an overnight 

camp, or at the start of each summer. 
But there are other children who ex
perience abnormal amounts of dis
tress at camp. 

Instead of settling into camp life tn 
a few days. they pine away for their 
parents. cry often, insist on calling 
home. and refuse to participate fully 
in games. learning or activities. They 
have difficulty falling asleep at night. 
may become nocturnally enuretic 
and, in short, cause the camp staff 
and administration, as well as their 
parents. considerable anguish. 

Is there anything that can be done 
to help these children make a better 
adjustment to camp? 

Most problems are more easily 
solved if the cause and exact nature 
of the problems are understood. 
When a child of any age is either 
homesick or expresses fears of be
coming homesick. he is not simply 
"acting like a baby." (Except for those 
rare cases. when a child is willfully 
rebelling. or "punishing" his parents 
for "dumping" him into a camp for 
their convenience, homesickness is 
not something that he can control on 
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his own.) Normally. if he could, he 
most surely would. Insulting or 
shaming the child for such feelings 
not only will not help, but will exac
erbate the problem, as well. 

THE MEANING OF 
HOMESICKNESS 

B asically, homesickness means 
that the child has not yet 
learned how to trust that his 

relationships with his parents will re
main constant in spite of separation. 
Since most adults take constancy of 
relationships for granted, it is often 
difficult for parents to understand 
why their child is having so much 
trouble coping with the temporary 
separation of camp. 

Adults have all had the experience 
of meeting an old friend after many 
years of separation. Usually, the two 
need little time to get reacquainted. 
They seem to resume the friendship 
exactly where they left off many years 
earlier. The reason for this is that both 

Basically, homesickness 
means that the child has 
not yet learned how to 
trust that his relationships 
with his parents will 
remain constant in spite 
of separation. 

adults carried the relationship within 
them, unaffected by the separation of 
time and distance. 

Children cannot do that. They 
have yet to learn, through a slow and 
painstaking process, that relation
ships continue in spite of separation. 
Infants. for example, burst into tears 
as soon as mother leaves the room 
because. to their immature minds, 
mother ceases to exist when she is 
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out of sight. Later, they learn that if 
they can hear mother in the next 
room, she is still there. After that, 
they learn to trust that even if they 
cannot see or hear her in the next 
room. mother still exists. Eventually, 
they can even learn to tolerate 
mother's leaving by trusting that she 
will return. 

ChazaL of course, understood all 
of this over two thousand years ago 
when they used the emotional crite
rion of "not needing his mother" for 
determining when a boy is obligated 
(for chinuch) to sleep in a succa. This 
stage of emotional development was 
defined as "waiting up and not calling 
out, 'Mommy, Mommy!"' (See Succa-
28b and Tiferes Yisroelon Succa2:8.) 

As a result of personality makeup, 
experiences with unusually long or 
traumatic separations from parents. 
or both, some children develop such 
fear of separation that they cannot go 
to camp with their peers or even in 
some extreme cases, cannot go to 
school. (The latter is a much more se
rious problem which this article does 
not address. Suffice it to say that it 
often stems from similar psychologi
cal dynamics, albeit to a much more 
severe degree.) 

For children to overcome home
sickness. therefore, they must be 
helped over the developmental hurdle 
of coping with separation by learning 
to trust in the constancy of their rela
tionships with their parents. Sounds 
good, but how is this done? 

If parents take the following steps 
before the summer, they can succeed 
in reducing feelings of homesickness 
in the vast majority of the children 
who suffer from this annual ordeal. 
(There are yet other cases where a 
child appears to be homesick, but 
does not really miss his parents. He-
or she-is uncomfortable in the par
ticular surroundings where he finds 
himself, or may just dislike camp. 
This may call for other strategies. -
editor) 

WHAT PARENTS CAN DO 

• Build up to the major separation 
of camp with smaller, trial runs. 

Shimmy was 13 when he and his 
parents decided that he was forfeiting 
too much learning and fun by stay-
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ing home every summer. Strongly 
supported and encouraged by his 
parents, Shimmy used two out-of
the-neighborhood bar mitzvas to try 
sleeping away from home over 
Shabbos. Fortified with these suc
cesses. he felt less intimidated by a 
trip to camp. 
• Build up frustration tolerance at 
home. 

Even at 11. Mimi was so attached 
and clingy to her parents that she 
could never simply say, "Good night." 
She always had to pose just one more 
question, and then one more. to 
whichever parent came to her room 
to say, "Good night." This procedure 
could last twenty minutes or more. 
The ritualized bedside schmooze 
never seemed to relax her enough. 

To help prepare Mimi for overnight 
camp, Mimi's parents suggested that 
she limit after-schmooze questions to 

one. Each morning. her parents 
praised her for her restraint the night 
before. A few weeks of this frustra
tion-tolerance-building paid off for 
Mimi, who was better prepared to 
cope with the frustration of not being 
able to speak with her parents every 
day from camp. 
• Build bridges between camp per
sonnel and family. 

Heshy, age 12, couldn't wait to 
play ball at camp, but he fretted 
about who he would tum to "if he had 
a problem." He was going to camp 
with close friends, but he needed "a 
grownup," as well. 

Heshy's father called the camp and 
was put in touch with the head coun
selor. During their conversation, they 
discovered that they had learned in 
the same yeshiva. The head counse
lor then told Heshy on the phone, 
"Any boy whose father attended my 

yeshiva is practically mishpacha to 
me. If you ever need to talk about any
thing, be sure to come to me." This 
pre-camp contact helped quiet 
Heshy's nagging fears. 
• Minimize fears by confronting 
them directly. ' 

Chani's parents believed that if 
you don't discuss children's fears, 
they will dissipate naturally. So when 
ten-year-old Chani began voicing 
doubts about camp, they dismissed 
her feelings and changed the subject. 
Once she gets to camp, they rea
soned, she'll have so much fun, she'll 
forget all about being homesick. 

During the long drive home from 
the country with Chani after only one 
agonizing, tear-soaked week of camp, 
Chani's parents silently questioned 
whether they had really been helpful 
to their daughter by suppressing her 
worries . 
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Shmully's parents. on the other 
hand, accepted their twelve-year-old 
son's tendency to get homesick, and 
they even raised the subject for him. 
When Shmully denied any apprehen
sions about his upcoming maiden 
voyage to camp, they saw this for 
what it was: massive denial. The sec· 
and time they brought it up, 
Shmully's wall of denial began to 
crack. After the third time. he finally 
voiced his concerns: What if he will 
want to speak with his parents and 

the camp will not pennit phone calls? 
Having learned of Shmully's fears 

before camp started, his parents con· 
tacted the camp administrators and 
worked out a plan acceptable to all 
concerned. The first week of camp 
was not exactly smooth sailing for 
Shmully. but the remainder of his 
stay proved to be productive and en· 
joyable. 
• Encourage the use of concrete ob
jects to ease the transition from 
home to camp. 

1 For a fuller discussion of this topic. see ~Good 
Glief: Conventional Guidelines for Unconventional 
Situations.M JO Nov. '90 pp.27-32. 

When eleven-year-old Rifky an
nounced her desire to join her friends 
at sleepaway camp, her parents dis· 

Attention all talmidim participating in the Pirchei 
Agudas Yisroel Siyum Mishnayos Program 

We are pleased to announce that all mishnayos being 
learned from now until the next Siyum Mishnayos to be 

held during the winter of 1996 is being learned: 

PN7\7N 7"t Pf1Y' '1 1J. 017'.v PT1l!l '1 Tlr.l'l!)l °Ot7 
i1"ll?m i1:J.1 Nl))Wli1 "ro!ll 

Please remember when you learn mishnayos to 
learn l'zecher nishmaso. 

For more information please call Pirchei Agudath Israel 
(212) 797-9000. 

Tomchei Shabbos of Queens 
and all of its. volunteers 

extend their deepest .gratitude and thanks to 

AGUDATH ISRAEL OF·AMERICA 
for its generosity over the past years in helping 

provide food for the neediest families of our community 

This year's grant of $19,000 ensured that each of these 
families enjoyed a. Chug Kosher Ve Sameach! 

M~ Hashem bless. the staff and administration of 
Agudath Israel of America for all the many wonderful things they .do. 

28 

It can be surprising how 
well otherwise insecure 
children can cope 
whenever potentially 
stressful situations are 
anticipated with advanced 
planning, designed lo 
minimize the stress. 

missed it. They knew how easily she 
had gotten homesick in the past, and 
assumed that camp would be unre
alistic, at least for this summer. 

Eventually, however, Rifky con· 
vinced her parents that she was seri
ous, so they agreed to send her for 
one trip. Rifky's parents then con
sulted an expert who recommended 
that Rifky bring some special "home 
reminders" to camp. Together with 
Rifky, her parents came up with the 
following concrete objects to send 
along with her, "just in case she 
would feel homesick." 

• A picture of the family, which she 
should take out of its envelope only 
"in emergencies." When looking at the 
picture, they suggested, she should 
think of how proud they will be on vis
iting day when they hear that she is 
happy at camp. 

• An article of clothing from each 
parent, to keep under her pillow. 
When touching it, she should remem
ber how much her parents love her, 
think about her, and are looking for
ward to speaking with her and seeing 
her on visiting day. (Rifky chose one 
of her father's ties and one of her 
mother's tichels.) 

•A cassette tape, which her parents 
recorded for her in her presence, with 
various reassuring thoughts to soothe 
her whenever she might feel most 
lonely. Making the tape became a fun 
project, which included cameo ap· 
pearances by some of her siblings and 
vartous home-reminder sound effects. 

• Not discussed in advance with 
Rifky were the little handwritten 
notes her parents hid in her trunk to 
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be "discovered" upon unpacking her 
clothes in camp. These eased the 
pangs of homesickness on that first 
day when they are often most intense. 

To both of her parents• surprise, 
Rifky not only stayed through the first 
trip at camp but even asked to stay 
for the second trip as well. 

EASING OTHER SEPARATIONS 
FROM HOME 

S pendingthreeorfourweeksat 
camp is certainly not the only 
separation from home that 

could become problematic for chil
dren. Teenagers often want to go "out
of-town." or even out of the country, 
to learn in yeshiva or seminary. Be
cause of the distance involved. they 
are often away for months at a time. 

If teenagers are prone to feelings of 
homesickness, reviewing the strate
gies outlined above, together with 
their parents, before they leave home, 
and making the necessary adjust
ments for their older ages, may help 
them as well. 

It can be surplising how well oth
erwise insecure children can cope 
whenever potentially stressfu] situa
tions are anticipated with advanced 
planning, designed to minimize the 
stress. In fact, they may cope so well 
that their parents may even pick up 
the phone and hear: 

"Hello, Mr. Cohen? This is Rabbi 
Schwartz from Camp Kayitz. In spite of 
what we had discussed before camp, 
your son (daughter} seems to hove ad
justed beauti.fu!ly. I hove spoken with 
the bunk counselor and the division 
head and we all agree that he (she} is 

one happy camper!" • 
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A Letter That Should NOT Have 
Had to Have Been Published 
A personal letter from Rabbi Chaim Dov KeOer 

to Rabbi Dr.Norman Lamm 

Tie following letter really has no 
place in The Jewish Obseroer. 
or one, it was written as a per

sonal letter not for publication. Sec
ondly. it deals with a subject that we 
would prefer not to discuss and the 
veiy mention of which borders on im
proprtety. As the author put itin a re
cent public appearance, the moral 
state of our society has so disinte
grated that one can no longer protest 
certain manifestations of Chillul 
Hashem without running the Iisk of 
overstepping the bounds of lashon 
nekiya (decency in expression). But 
precisely because of the awesome 
threat to all that we hold sacred. and 
the real and present danger of toler
ance even in Orthodox circles of a 

Dr. Norman Lamm 

11 Nissan 5755 
April 11, 1995 

President, Yeshiva University 
Amsterdam Avenue & West 186th 
Street 
New York, NY 10033 
Dear Dr. Lamm: 

I write this with a heavy heart. You 
must excuse the length of this letter. 
But I must share with you my ex
treme anguish and I would hope that 
you will have the patience to read 
through these devarim hayotzim min 
haleiv. 

Since last May when the student 

Rabbi Keller is RoshHayeshinaln YeshivasTelshe 
of Chicago. 
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"'ltfestyle'' that threatens to remove 
the Tzellem Elokim from our midst, 
one cannot be silent. 

The letter, which follows, was 
ortginally written by Rabbi Keller to 
Rabbi Dr. Norman Lamm, President 
of Yeshiva University. 11 Nissan 
(April 11,1995). 

The reason for publication of this 
ortginally private letter is made obvi
ous by the following note, which 
Rabbi Keller sent to Dr. Lamm on 17 
Sivan (June 15). 

Dear Dr. Lamm: 
Before Pesach I sent you a per

sonal letter conceruing "gay" clubs at 
Yeshiva University's Graduate 
Schools. As of today, I have received 
no reply and would assume that none 

representative at the Cardozo Law 
School graduation publicly acknowl
edged his debt of gratitude to his male 
"partner in life" in your presence, to 
the applause and cheers of members 
of the audience and your silence, I 
have followed with increasing disbe
lief and dismay the developing con
troversy over the existence of homo
sexual and lesbian clubs at the 
schools ofYeshiva University. 

The latest revelations of University 
funding of these clubs and the news 
that the university has decided to 
continue the presence and support of 
these clubs, not only at Einstein 
School of Medicine and Cardozo Law 
School but at Wurzweiler School of 
Social Work on the main Yeshiva Uni
versity campus in Washington 

w!Dbeforthcomlng. 
In the Interim, the Issue has been 

furtherpubllclzed In the Washington 
Times, The New York Times, and other 
publications. I would have preferred 
that the matter be resolved or at least 
meaningfully dlscuased In a more pri
vate fashion; but, In light of the Chillul 
Hashem created by all of this public
ity and a Jack of public response OD the 
part of the Torah community, I have 
decided to publicize my letter. 

I felt that I owe you the courtesy of 
lnfonnlngyouofthlsdeclslon. 

Slncerelyyows, 
ChalmD. Keller 

Following is the text of the ortginal 
letter, with minor emendations and 
some updating in notes by Rabbi 
Keller. 

Heights, are nothing less than appall
ing. 

The statement in the letter to the 
Fonvard, also published in the Jew
ish Press, by David Rosen, YU Direc
tor of Public Relations, that "the Uni
versity has never funded such orga
nizations and does not contemplate 
doing so now" is completely untrue, 
as is quite evident from the enclosed 
article in the Cardozo Law Forum of 
November 7, 1994. 

To quote just the opening para
graph: "The existence of the Lesbian 
and Gay Student Alliance at Cardozo, 
recently criticized by Cardozo stu
dents and Yeshiva University faculty. 
has been solidly affirmed by both 
University and Law School officials. 
Cardozo Dean Frank Macchiarola 
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and Yeshiva University Dean of Stu
dents Efrem Nulman. interviewed 
separately. each stated that 'there is 
no controversy.' when asked about 
calls for the University to cease its 
support-given through Cardozo's 
Student Bar Association-for the 
group. 'You carmot run a law school 
that discriminates. There is no one at 
Cardozo who will countenance dis
crimination,· Dean Macchiarola em
phasized." 

Further on the article states: "Out
going Assistant Director of Student 
Affairs, Gretchen Hefferman. said of 
the Alliance's appropliations process 
that Cardozo, 'turns money over to 
the SBA [Student Bar Association] 
which has requirements which have 
apparently been met because they 
(the Alliance) have received monies .... 

No sophistic semantic squirming 
will allow Yeshiva University to es
cape from the plain facts that the Les
bian and Gay Student Alliance of 
Cardozo is funded by the University 
in exactly the same marmer as every 
other student group at the school
through the Student Bar Association. 

This last blatant distortion of the 
truth allows me no peace and 
prompts this letter. 

Actually. whether the University 
funds or does not fund the clubs does 
not change the fact that their very ex
istence on campus is an abomina
tion. That they are officially funded by 
Yeshiva University only makes the 
Chillu!Hasheminfinitely greater: and 
the University's denial of that which 
is public knowledge is beyond suffer
ance. 

Would any of the previous Roshei 
Yeshiva';"~ of Yeshivas Rabbeinu 
Yltzchok Elchonon condone such a 
policy? Have you at all consulted with 
your own present RosheiHaYeshiva?' 
I carmot believe that one of them ap
proves. 

You have retained legal counsel 
which has rendered an opinion. 
which you refuse to make public. that 
the University must allow these clubs 
on campus. When the very life prin
ciple of a reputable educational insti
tution is threatened. it does not hire 
1 It has subsequently come to my attention that all 
of the Roshei Yeshiva of Yeshivas Rabbeinu 
Yitzchok Elchonon have signed a letter protesting 
this policy. 
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counsel to justify its compliance with 
the threatening legislation. but to 
fight for its principles. 

There is no federal or New York 
State legislation that prohibits dis
climination on the basis of sexual oli
entation. The only statute that is ap
plicable is new York City's Adminis
trative Code. There are ... (.however.] 
ample legal grounds for Yeshiva Uni
versity to establish its light to a reli
gious exemption from section 8-107 
of the Code. There are many compe
tent law firms who would take the 
case. Even if the case would be fought 

and lost-the Torah still remains im
mutable and Yeshiva University 
would have fought a battle for 
kiddush Hashem and not have 
brought about a grievous chillul 
Hashem by bowing its head ignomini
ously before the idol of"non-disclimi
nation." 

It is not necessary for me to remind 
you of the decision of the Roshei Ye
shiva ofVolozhin to let the Yeshiva be 
closed in the face of the ultimatum 
the Russian government to interfere 
in the affairs of the Yeshiva-in mat
ters which were not of the seventy of 
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yehareig ve'al yaavor, which this 
to'avais. 

What are your students to learn 
from your statement to the Je1USalem 
Posf, quoted in Commentator, the 
undergraduate newspaper of Yeshiva 
College: "As a Rabbi I cannot and do 
not condone homosexual behavior-

2 This statement was subseqently quoted in a NY 
Times article (May IO). wherein Yeshiva 
University's lnissezjaireapproach to gay clubs was 
contrasted With the policy of Notre Drune. a Catho
lic university. which has taken an unyielding moral 
stance on tllis very same issue. denying official rec
ognition to a similar club. 

tories fl Insights 
of 

Rabbi Shlomo 
Zalman Auerbach zt"l 

Rarely, does a Jewish leader 
capture the heart and spirit of his 
people as did Rabbi Shlomo 
Zalman Auerbach zt"l. 

In this inspiring volume, 
Hanoch Teller brings together a 

but as President of a nondenomina
tional institution-it is my duty to en
sure that the policies and procedures 
of Yeshiva University conform to the 
applicable provisions of secular law. 
even in the rare instances in which 
these may offend my own religious 
beliefs and personal convictions." 

The lesson is simple: The Torah 
component of Torah Umadda is ex
pendable when it conflicts with secu
lar laws governing the nondenomina
tional mode of Madda dispensed at 
Yeshiva University. Tiris flies in the 
face of all the pious pronouncements 

remarkable collection of stories, insights, and teachings to 
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highlight - the depth and purity, warmth and sincerity, along with 
the love for Torah and fear of Heaven - which characterized the life 
of this saintly man. 

Complete with 24 pages of photographs - many in color - here 
is a volume that will inform, elevate, and inspire you - from first 
page to last. 

Available at all Jewish bookstores or direct from © HC $18.95 

FELDHEIM J5 PUBLISHERS 
Torah Literature of Quality 

200 Airport Executive Park, Nanuet, NY 10954 Tel. (914) 356-2282 •Fax (914) 425-1908 

Toll Free: 800-237-7149 • AskforourNEWcatalog. 

in your published manifesto, Torah 
Umadda. 

In short. whether one agrees or 
disagrees with the whole philosophy 
of Torah Umadda is irrelevant. The 
philosophy is non-existent in the in
stitution whose motto it is and whose 
president is its main exponent. 

You may feel that it is impractical, 
in the event that you should lose a le
gal battle on this score, to divest the 
University of the graduate schools or 
change the charter back to that of a 
sectarian religious institution as it 
was atits outset. Butl believe that the 
course that you have adopted is more 
impractical. 

To borrow a phrase from your 
book, Torah Umadda, the problem 
"will not sneak away like a thief in the 
night." Are your undergraduate 
schools, Yeshiva College and Stern 
College, not under the same nonde
nominational charter? Sooner or later 
you will have to face the problem of 
gay clubs in these schools. How will 
you avoid the problem there? What
ever means you are presently using 
will soon become obsolete. if you are 
true to your "duty" as head of a non
denominational institution to "con
form to the secular law." 

Your own credibility and that of the 
University are being undermined. 
You will have to face ever more inten
sive attacks from the left and from the 
right. 

Besides all of this, you must, in 
your heart of hearts, realize that you 
are accelerating the process which 
Senator Moynihan so aptly called "de
ftning deviancy down" and thus con
tributing immeasurably to the moral 
decay of this country. 

It is indeed a sad day when some
one who stands at the head of a cen
tury-old Yeshiva cannot have the 
moral courage of the Catholic church. 

Reb Nochum. please reconsider, 
and have your name go down in his
tory as one who was mekadeish 
Hashem at great personal sacrifice, 
and not challla lehefaich. 

Bevirchas chag kosher vesa
mei'ach, I remain 

Sincerely yours, 
Hakoseiv v'choseim bedema, 

Chaim D. Keller 
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More 
Strategies 

for the 
Baal 

Nisayon 
n e writer of "An Open Letter to 

My Friend on the Slide" (Mar. 
95) highlighted two major 

problems that face so many bnei To
rah on leaving full-time learning: 

1. How to maintain the standard of 
learning you acquired over many 
years of effort and dedication, in the 
time-frame now available to you. The 
drop in the quality oflearning experi
enced by many in your position is, in 
the words of Ghazal equivalent to a 
free fall from a multi-story building 
into a deep crater. 

2. In what way can you strengthen 
yourself on an ongoing basis, to en
sure that you will be able to stand up 
to the many difficult nisyonos that 
you now have to face-nisyonos that 
are relevant to every chelek of 
ShulchanAruch? 

The author of thatletter gives valu
able advice to the ben Torah who 
finds himself alone in the turmoil of 
the world. But he does not have to re
main alone! 

May I suggest the solution that ex
perience has shown to be the most ef
fective. Join a chabura! In other 
words, the time you have available to 
learn should not be spent alone, nor 
even just with a chavrusa, but as part 
of a group learning together. 

Everyone knows that due to intru
sive commitments even a chavrusa 
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relationship is very hard to maintain. 
Meetings, simchos, etc. all chip away 
at the number of planned sessions. 
and even when the partners do get 
together, they are often too tired or 
preoccupied to tackle the subject 
matter. The first difficult Tosajos will 
often prove to be the "makeh 
bepatish:' (or coup de grace)! 

Enter the Chabura ... 

E nter the chabura with its 
manifold advantages. There 
are a number of such "mini

koUelirri' currently in action, provid
ing tremendous opportunity for their 
members. Allow me to outline the 
general principle together with a few 
details from our own Kollel-Kollel 
Erev/Boker of Boro Park and 
Flatbush. Firstly. being part of a 
group enables one to learn with 
greater depth and increased clarity. 
The involvement of a Rosh Chabura 
and the valuable element of pilpul 
chaveirim ensure that rather than 
coming to occasional standstill. the 
learning always flows, and each 
sugya can be tackled with very suc
cessful results. Furthermore, the oc
casional absence of a chavrusa does 
not have to result in a wasted session 
for his partner. In fact, a number of 
chavrusos in our KoUelhave agreed
mutually-not to inform one another 
of an impending absence. so that the 
learning goes on as usual, the miss-

ing chavrusa being well compensated 
for by the dibuk chaveirim available. 

The tremendous gains achieved 
with this method are felt by all. Fre
quently, one hears from new mem
bers that they have not learnt so well 
since leaving KosleiBeis Hamedrash, 
in one case referring to a lapse of four
teen years! 

Special notice should be given to 
the advantage oflearning early in the 
morning before davening. At this time 
of day one can learn with a clear head 
and reinvigorated body. affording full 
concentration on the Gemora, Obvi
ously, the remainder of the day runs 
very differently after such a start. It 
is interesting that most current mem
bers had considered themselves as 
"night people" and were not accus
tomed to such a schedule; however, 
all were able to make a successful ad
justment. The biological clock 
changes to the extent that some now 
enjoy a seder oflearning on Shabbos 
at the newly established regular time. 
Of course, it does require an amount 
of mesiras nefesh to start the day this 
early. but remember that the "for
mula" is proven and the gain is im
measurable. The encouragement of 
the eizer kenegdo (wife) is of particu
lar importance. 

In general. this type of Kollelis ali
en com passing. bringing together 
alumni from many yeshivas and 
Kollelim, catering to different age 
groups. 

WE'RE NOT LOOKING 
FOR ANY SALESMEN! 

This is not a multi-level marketing company. 
No buying or selling is involved. 

ARE YOU IN KOLLEL? 
or working full-time but would like to earn 

an extra $250 - 1,000 monthly? 
Well, if you are now and know individuals who have their own 

business, call us! We can help you achieve that goal. 

Sounds too good to be true? Call: 718-871-4629 
Outside USA 1·800-708-8867 and leave a message. 
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Time, Place, and People 
as Spiritual Anchors 

H ere we come to your second 
point. We know well that a 
kesherformed through limud 

haTorah is stronger than any other. 
The mere feeling of belonging to such 
a chabura provides chizuk for each 
member. Particularly in a large com
munity, a ben Torah can often feel 
that he has no makorn with the re
sult that he is in a spiritual free fall. 
Here the person gains a "rucfmiyos 
base," which serves to strengthen 
him for his daily nisyonos. In many 
cases, a close personal relationship is 
gained with the Rosh HaKollel (the 

In a Kolle/, the person gains a "ruchniyos base," 
which serves to strengthen him for his daily nisyonos. 
In many cases, a close personal relationship is 
gained with the Rosh HaKolfel, further fortifying the 
ben Torah for the day ahead-both at work and on 
the domestic scene. 

kesheryou refer to in your letter). fur
ther fortifying the ben Torah for the 
day ahead-both at work and on the 

The administration of Tomche Shabbos of 
Boro Park and f'latbush wishes to thank 

AGUDATH ISRAEL Of AMERICA 
for extending much needed assistance 

to the poor of our communities. 

Thanks to Agudatb Israel's efforts, over 

$1,150,000 
worth of emergency food has been donated to 
Tomche Shabbos over the past several years. 

May Hashem bless the staff and administration of 
Agudath Israel of America for becoming 

the biggest single contributor to Tomche Shabbos in 
its history. 

Committee -Tomc:he Sbabbos Boro Park/Flatbush 

Not just a cheese, 
a tradition... / 

• Haolam, the most trusted name in Cholov Yisroel Kosher Cheese. A ' 
reputation earned through 25 years of scrupulous devotion to quality 
and kashruth. With 12 delicious varieties. Haolam, a tradition you·u 
enjoy keeping. 

All ttaolam Cheese products are made in the U.S.A. 
under till:': strict rabbinical supervi5ion of: 

Tiie llabblnak of K'IW Math Jalwrun 
WUlll•"""n nelallts. NY 

Cholov Yisroel 

THURMBROS. Haolam WORLD CHEESE CO. INC. 
BROOKLYN, NY 11232 • 
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domestic scene. 
In short. my dear Baal Nisayon, 

what is missing is some simple orga
nization. We are currently planning to 
open a new KollelErev in F1atbush for 
those whose schedule does not allow 
for the morning seder. Furthermore, 
we hope to offer a choice of sidrei 
limud to maximize the gains and to 
allow each person to realize his full 
learning potenUal. Other chaburos 
are also on the drawing board. We 
hope that this successful form of 
kvi'us ittim will conUnue to grow and 
many other chaburos will be formed 
to add to those already in existence, 
so that the "working ben Torah" will 
be able to live up to his name! 

RABBI SHMUEL liALBERSfADT, 
ROSH CHABURAH

KOLLEL BOKER OF FlATBUSH 
Brooklyn, NY (tele: 718-236-4338) 
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SECOND 
LOOKS 

A Matter of 
Priority 

The Jewish agenda is always 
crowded. Problems threaten, crises 
loom. Opportunities beckon, solu
tions emerge. Causes compete, 
choices must be made. 

In Israel, the concerns run across 
the board: military superiority, eco
nomic well-being, social stability, 
spiritual integrity, Torah growth-all 
cry for attention. Sometimes it's a 
matter of setting priorities, malting 
one item # 1, the other #2. Other 
times, it can be confliGting de
mands-two possibilities that cannot 
live together. 

Tourism is life-blood to Israel's 
economy. But attracting tourists can 
exact a formidable spiritual price. The 
friendship of America's Christian 
groups can be extremely helpful in 
pushing Israeli needs through Con
gress. But encouraging them can in
cur a terrible expense. 

Among the various undertaltings 
on behalf oflsrael is a National Unity 
Conference for Israel, which took 
place in the nation's capital May 4 
through May 6.' A number of conser
vative Jewish and Christian groups 
were scheduled to participate in this 
all-American conference for a safe 
and secure Israel. When it was 
learned, however. that the roster of 
speakers was to include Elwood 
McQuaid, of the Friends oflsrael Gos
pel Ministry-an evangelical group 
that spent more than $5 million on 
programs aimed at Jews in 1993-
some Jewish organizations, such as 

1 Much of the information that follows is culled from 
news reports by Debra Nussbaum Cohen, JTA 
Daily News Bulletin. April 3 and April 20, '95. 
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the National Jewish Coalition, a ma
jor group representing Jewish Re· 
publicans, took exception to 
McQuaid's participation, for fear of 
lending credibility to missionaries. 

So What's So Bad? 

Others saw things differently. 
Esther Levens, co-president 
of Voices United for Israel. 

says that love of Israel is the major 
factor to consider in the relationship 
and outweighs even the possibilities 
of proselytizing. She described 
McQuaid as "a true friend oflsrael." 
and argued that accusing groups 
such as his of trying to harm the Jew
ish people was "hurting our support 
among these people and creating 
anti-Semitism." 

Herbert Zweibon, chairman of 
Americans for a Safe Israel, agreed 
with Levens, saying that pulling out 
of the Unity Conference "undermines 
the vital alliance of Jewish and Chris
tian friends oflsrael." 

The Israeli Embassy pulled out, 
but for political reasons: fear that the 
conference would lambast the peace 
conference. On other occasions, the 
Israeli Embassy's counselor for inter
religious affairs, Avi Granat, has 
hosted McQuaid, along with other 
evangelical Christians. At this year's 
National Religious Broadcasters Con
vention in Nashville, for example, Is
rael Minister of Tourism Uzi Baram 

announced a $500,000pilot program 
targeting Bible Belt Christians in 13 
states. 

Quite obviously, for Israel's diplo
matic corps, concern over mission
izing takes a back seat to economics. 
About 180,000 of the 450,000 North 
Americans who visited Israel in 1994 
were Chrtstians visiting for religious 
reasons. And they spent about $234 
million while visiting the country. 
''There are many more evangelical 
Christians than Jews [in North 
America], and this is where Israel can 
benefit its economy," said Barbara 
Bahny, a spokeswoman for the min
istry. "We're all working to get Israel 
economically independent and travel 
is one way to do it." 

Call 1 ·800·KIRUV·84 
(1-800-547-8884) 

. 

To contact Agudath Israel of America's 
Information Hot Lme 

YAO 
YISROEL 

ENGLISH INDEX 

TO THE ENTIRE 

MISHNA BERURA 

.·. 71 8-853•2.918 USA·•• . 
1N MAJo'R SEFOFUM S'TOR~ Wo~U>wtDE 

nn 
c••n n11n tt.J.'W' 
YESHIVA TORAS CHAIM/DENVER 
A BE!S MEDRASH AND MESIVTA 

offering an opportunity for a Yeshiva bochur who 
has a bren for learning and wants ... 

... to develop in Torah and midos ... to be in a true Torah atmosphere 

... to develop a derech in learning ... a vibrant ruach of shteiging 

... chaverim who are B'nei Torah ... dedicated Rebbeim who really care 

Our high school secular studies program is accredited by the North Central Association 
of Colleges and Schools, and our dormitory facilities are well supervised. 

Applications are being accepted jhr the Elul z'man, August 1995 

Appointments for interviews can be made by calling: 
718-376-9400 • 303-629-8200 • Fax• 303-623-5949 

Yeshiva Taras Chaim Talmudical Seminary /Denver 
1400 Quitman Street, P.O. Box 4067, Denver, Colorado 80204 

Rabbi Yitzchok Wasserman 
R11sh Ye;:hiva 

Rabbi Yisrod Meir Kagan 
R"·'h Ycshil'a 

Rabbi Ychoshua Gutman 
Mrnahel 

ApplicatWns accepted from all jCJvish yrmth, without regard to race, c11lor, national or ethnic origin. 
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The top priority in 
perpetuating the Jewish 
presence in Eretz Yisroel 
is preserving the 
Jewishness of that 
presence. Economics 
and national security are 
distant runners up. 

Of Economics and Strategies 

T o readers of The Jewish Ob· 
server. the idea of permitting 
any agenda to overrule protect· 

ing innocent Jews from missionizing 
Christians-worse. to give credence 
and respectability to their efforts-is 
unconscionable. Is it truly worth the 
extra dollars that the Evangelical 
tourists bring to Israel to strengthen 
their hand in preying on vulnerable 
Jews. in both Israel and America? Is 
a state that has yet to truly fulfill its 
destiny as a Jewish State, to settle for 
being less than a State of Jews? 

TO ERETZ YISROEL 

A REVERED TZADDIK OF \'ERUSHALAYIM WILL DAVEN FOR: 
•Health •Parnoso •Shalom Bayis •Shiduchim •Conception 

l",i1 n:a•w• YESHIVAT HARAN 
•Founded by the Steipler Gaon ,.., 
•One of the Largest Kollelim in Yerushalayim with Over 3S<Y Torah scholars 
•l!NDORSID BY RAV PAM, RAV l!LYASHll(. RAV AUBIRllACH 

24 HOUR HOTLINE: (718) 258-NEEDf6333J 
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··'Of· Cope Institute 
Full JTPA Furitlmg In conjuncliol> Wdli Ftdetal.l'"moncial Aid Fot ErrgllJt. Applicanfl 

Includes C and Advanced C with Unix, C+ +, SQL with Oracle. 
8 month program meets on Sundays and evenings. 

• For experienced programmers• only 
• Very limited space 
• Classes begin right after Pesach. 
• Free job placement assistance upon successful 

completion of traininSJ. 

·~-~~ ..... 
Call taday: 212-809-5935 Ext. 13 

TRAINING 
AT 

COPE 
INSTITUTE 

There might be those who claim 
that "fair play" requires permitting 
each group the opportunity to purvey 
its wares in the marketplace of ideas: 
"Let the best religion win." (Never 
mind that no respectable adherent to 
any religion would leave his fellow be
lievers open to the influence of com
peting belief-systems; or the fact that 
missionaries employ a whole array of 
grossly unfair tactics.) For a sample 
of"evangelical fairness," let us eaves
drop on Reverend Elwood McQuaid 
as he exhorts his followers, on the 
50th anniversary since the end of 
World War II, to sympathize with the 
Jewish nation, which suffered so 
tragically in that war. 

McQuaid writes in a fund-raising 
Jetter that Holocaust-memorial cer
emonies are ideal "strategic fields" for 
conversion offensives targeting Jews. 

"The month of Remembrance is a 
critical time for ministry to Jewish 
people ... a fruitful time for witness as 
Jewish hearts are open to the Lord. 
Thousands of mourners, including 
many Jewish and Israeli young people, 
will return to the Polish towns where 
their ancestors lived, and visit the 
ghettos and death camps where they 
perished .... On these solemn occa
sions, the Friends of Israel will come 
alongside these grieving people, com
forting them in the Spirit of Ch-." 
For good measure, McQuaid has aspe· 

cial message for the survivors themselves: 
"The saddest thing about Holo

caust survivors is that their bodies are 
alive but their spirits are annihilated. 
Liberal Judaism doesn't have an
swers for them. The Orthodox have 
more answers, maybe, but JC is the 
best option. "2 

With such a blatant declaration of 
purpose, there can only be one option 
for Israel as a host to visiting Chris· 
tians: You're welcome to tour the land 
to your hearts• content. But keep your 
hands off our precious souls. 

The top priortty in perpetuating the 
Jewish presence in Eretz Yisroel is 
preserving the Jewishness of that 
presence. Economics and national 
security are distant runners up. • 
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SECOND 
LOOKS 

Women in 
the Israeli 
Armyr-
ForWhat 
Purpose? 

T:e role of women in military 
ervice in Israel is an old topic, 
ne that featured prominently 

in the historic struggles between 
Agudath Israel and the founding fa
thers of the State, involving public 
protests, heated exchanges, and a 
private meeting between the Chazon 
Jsh ?"lll and Ben Gurion, resulting in 
a stand-off of sorts for close to thirty 
years. Exemptions for reasons of re
ligion were granted to girls who suc
ceeded in convincing military review 
boards of their allegiance to Torah. 
The reasoning for refusing to serve 
was, quite simply, that army life for 
women is in total contradiction to the 
guidelines of halacha, in violation of 
the constraints of tzenius, and-for 
those insensitive to the former two
contrary to the principles of morality. 
But with Likud's ascent to power in 
1977, this issue has no longer been a 
major point of contention. From that 
time onward, a notarized claim to Or
thodoxy has been sufficient to win a 
young woman her exemption. 

Yet this should not signal the end 
of our concern in this matter. Those 
who have been continuing to serve in 
the army are also Yiddishe techter
Jewish girls. And indeed, late last 
year, the issue resurfaced to promi-
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nence for what may seem to be an odd 
reason. In 1994, Manpower Branch 
Commander Yisrael Einhorn told a 
Knesset panel that the army had 50 
percent more female candidates than 
it needed. Women's compulsory mili
tary service, already a year less than 
men's at 24 months, was decreased 
in 1992 to 22 months, to 21 months 
in 1993, and then to 19 months this 
January-for a while. 

No Joy in the Ranks of Feminists 

0 ne would have expected a 
universal outburst of joy 
among the women oflsrael at 

the prospect of a shorter term of ser
vice. But that's not the case. Israeli 
feminists are looking for more, not 
fewer, responsibilities in the military, 
and the 21 months duration of service 
was restored. Furthermore, one young 
lady, an olahfrom SouthAfuca, issu
ing the government to be admitted to 
an air force pilot training course. She 
has the skills, she has the brio, and 
she wants full participation. 

One of the reasons for. scaling 
down the length of service for women 
is that they generally serve in clerical 
capacities, or as gofers. Much of their 
activity is being handily replaced by 
computers. But the women want en
try into the power structure oflsraeli 
society, and in Israel the officers' 
corps interface with the Old Boys 
Club that dominates in politics, the 
academe. and other seats of control. 
Instead of presaging equality, argues 
professor Damna Israeli of Bar-Han 
University (author of Women inlsraet 
Studies of Israeli Society), the years of 
army service, with women in subser
vient positions, actually deepen the 
gulf between young men and women, 
preparing them for greater gaps in 
later civilian life. 'The message the fe
male soldier receives is that her job is 
to free up the men to do the 'real' 
work. This (attitude] translates into 
civilian life after the army." 

No Pot of Gold 
At the End of Conscription 

I f the goal is equality between the 
sexes in the market place, one 
would not want to take strong is

sue with their agenda. The reality, 
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however. is that experience for 
women in the army is generally 
marked by harassment, and worse. 
from their male colleagues. In an in
terview with US News and World Re
port (May 22. '95), a veteran of service 
in the women's corps "bemoaned the 
... harassment" that she suffered, 
adding, "Almost any woman soldier in 
the Army can tell you about it." In the 
same article. Col. Gershon Hacohen. 
one of Israel's most respected ar
mored brigade commanders and hero 
of the 1973 war. is quoted as saying, 
with tongue in check, that historically 
men have been in the army to serve 
as warriors, and women ... for the 
men's diversion. The respected 
officer's smirk is our collective mark 

DIGEST OF MEFORSHIM 

't3ip7 in:::i 't3ip7 
?"YT iyo?x ?1<1r.itu l "ninr.i 

Available at 
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One would have 

expected a universal 

outburst of joy among 

the women of Israel at 

the prospect of a shorter 

term of army service. But 

that's not the case. Israeli 

feminists are looking for 

more, not fewer, 

responsibilities in the 

military. 

of shame. 
The entire role of women in the Is

raeli army should be re-evaluated for 
reasons beyond our own daughters' 
welfare to that of the entire nation, in 
terms that chiloniim (secularists) can 
accept: The Army simply does not 
need the women. Moreover. women in 
active combat translates into the pos
sibilities of women casualties on the 
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battlefront. and women in the hands 
of sadistic captors. Men are instinc
tively protective of women, and such 
an incident 1"11 would hardly be a mo
rale booster among the troops. or fig
ure into the coveted goal for a young 
woman on the rise. 

So-again-why do any women 
aspire for a more active role in the 
army? In most cases, to achieve ad
vancement in their post-army life. 
Since obviously this is not working. 
why don't the feminine activists focus 
their efforts on breaking through the 
glass ceiling in civilian life, instead of 
trying to refashion the army-a man's 
world, if there ever was one-into a 
gender-blind landscape? 

Moreover. the Army's role as the 
route of choice for later success in ci
vilian life is no longer as secure as it 
seems. In a recent article in The New 
York Times, "Israel's Army. Once Sac
rosanct, Is Now Becoming Deglam
orized" (May 31, 1995). Clyde 
Haberman reports that "the military 
is far from the ultimate social umpire 
that it once was .... " Because of shift
ing security needs, and the imminent 
end of universal conscription, "the 
army no longer commands center 
stage.'' In fact. Yitzhak Galnor, Civil 
Service Commissioner, is quoted as 
commenting, 'The military profile is 
still probably the most important in
dicator on his resume, especially for 
a young man. Bu tit's not as key as it 
used to be." 

Wouldn't ambitious women be 
wise to stop focusing their efforts on 
unyielding terrain, and instead take 
a page out of the strategy folder of 
feminists of other countries? Progress 
in the business and professional 
worlds, if desired, can be achieved by 
focusing ... on the business and pro
fessional worlds. 

Ultimately, our own designs for 
the demographic make-up of 
the Israeli army should be 

based on the underlying factor in 
achieving victory on the battlefield, as 
is expressed in the pasuk "And your 
[military! camp shall be holy" 
(Devarim23.16).1bis goal-and that 
of the women-would certainly be 
better served with the women re
maining in civilian life. It's certainly 
worth a try. • 
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Collected Writing of Rabbi Samson 
Raphael Hirsch, Vol. Eight (New 
York: Feldheim, 1995) 

T his volume represents the 
completion of a major publish
ing achievement for which its 

sponsors, the Rabbi Dr. Joseph 
Breuer Foundation and the Samson 
Raphael Hirsch Publications Society, 
as well as the editors and translators 
deserve our heartfelt gratitude. In 
making the writings of Rabbi S.R. 
Hirsch available in a clear and easily 
readable style, the publishers pre
sented to the readers the breadth of 
the author's thoughts as he explored 
the whole range of issues posed by 
the outside world, and the depth of 
the teachings of the Torah. 

While the earlier volumes of his 
collected writings were each devoted 
to one or two themes or to the 
months of the year, the present vol
ume-titled "Mensch-Yisrael: Per
spectives on Judaism"--contains a 
variety of major essays that deal 
with the diverse topics that, to
gether, make up the life of the Torah 
Jew as Mensch·Yisrael-the human 
being elevated to the level of YisraeL 
The weekly and yearly cycle of Jew
ish living, the significance of the 
mitzvos. the lessons we can derive 
from lashon hakodesh, the true 

Rabbi Elias. menahel of the Rabbi Samson 
Raphael Hirsch Beth Jacob High School for Girls 
and the Rika Breuer Teachers Seminary is a mem
ber of the editorial board of Tite Jewish Observer. 
and author of the recently published new transla
tion and conunentary on Rabbi Hirsch's TIU? Nine
teen Letters {Feldheim). 
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"Marel·Tov" · 
Ate you, or is someone you know; 
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Our organization is. strongly 
.·endorsed by Gedolim. 
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The present volume is a beautiful 
demonstration of this fact. 

-Rabbi Joseph Elias 
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Letterst~eEditor 
BAIS YAAKOV: NEW 

PERSPECTIVES ON THE 
TRADITIONAL CURRICULUM 

To the Editor: 
Rabbi Bergstein's serious 

thoughts on improving Chinuch 
Habanos (April '95) should be ac
knowledged. In Mrs. Press's response 
to his suggestions for overhauling the 
program of the Bais Yaakov schools, 
she pointed out that they were nei
ther pedagogically practical nor 
based on an accurate picture of what 
Bais Yaakov schools generally do. 
Some further points, however. should 
be made. 

In the first place, Rabbi Bergstein's 
program is in direct contradiction to 
the curriculum outlined by the 
Chofetz Chaim, instituted by the 
gedolim who guided the beginnings of 
the Bais Yaakov movement. and still 
followed by the schools today, under 
the guidance of our present-day 
gedolim (I know that e.g .. the late 
Rebbetzin Kaplan ;'1")) was in constant 
consultation with contemporary 
gedolim 1 myself asked Rabbi Yaakov 
Kamenetzky, ':r~. whether perhaps 
we should cut down the present level 
of the Bais Yaakov program, and he 
was emphatically against it.) 

The danger in seeking to change 
the traditional program is well-illus
trated by some of Rabbi Bergstein's 
remarks. Thus he writes: " ... most 
people would agree (I imagine) that 
the second girl (who is proficient in 
Neviim Rishonim] has no edge over 
the first (who is not]." 

I find this a rather surprising as
sumption. Why would the Chofetz 
Chaim have included Nevi'im in the 
list of subjects to be taught to girls if it 
did not make a difference in their edu
cation? Think of all the hashkafa 
taught through Nevi'im Rishonim (the 
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role of malchus, of nevu'a, etc. etc.). Do 
we have nothing to learn from Dovid 
Hamelech or Shmuel Hanavl? More
over. there are so many well-known 
aspects of Neviim Rishonim that are 
poorly understood even in the "Ortho
dox" world! Is there really no advan
tage in learning Neviim Rishonim in a 
true Bais Yaakov atmosphere? 

Even more surprising is Rabbi 
Bergstein's attitude to teacher training: 

" ... many question why the semi
naries' curriculum emphasizes teach
ing skills when so many of the stu
dents have no plans to teach .... But 
then, the seminaries could reply that. .. 
the schools want superior teachers." 

No, absolutely not! Teacher train
ing is not given to please schools or 
merely to satisfy students who aspire 
to teach. Anybody at all familiar with 
the history and spirit of Bais Yaakov 
knows that its goal was (and is) to in
spire its students to the point where 
they will want to share their enthusi
asm for Torah with others, within 
their homes as well as outside, in 
schools and women's groups. When 
teacher training becomes ''vocational 
training" for those interested in it, 
then Bais Yaakov is bankrupt! Not 
every Seminary student will teach in 
a classroom (many are not capable of 
teaching, others cannot find positions 
where they live); but the commitment 
to spread Torah wherever the oppor
tunity offers itself is essential, and it 
is only possible when girls learn that 
teaching is the Ribbono Shel Olam's 
work, that it is immensely satisfying. 
and that it does not require magic 
gifts, but can be learned. That is why 
teacher training was always a central 
concern in Bais Yaakov. and. hope
fully, will always remain such. 

Let me add that, of course, there 
are problems to be solved by the Bais 
Yaakov schools, and many imperfec-

tions to be ironed out. We certainly 
should not overburden our students. 
but we also cannot give in to the com
fortable superficiality that marks so 
much of modern education. In our 
competitive and materialistic world 
we must stress nobility of middos and 
unselfish idealism; but this cannot be 
done by a scattter-shot approach. 

TI1e problems of today's world per
vade our homes, organizations. 
places of business, and every other 
facet of our lives, and require a con
stant struggle and innovative ap
proaches in our schools, within the 
framework of our Bais Yaakov pro
gram. But we will not solve them by 
discarding the program that we in
herited. 

RABBI JOSEPH ELIAS 
Monsey,NY 

P.S. lncidentally, what is so terrible 
if dedicated teachers become role 
models for our daughters? Will this 
make them worse Bnos Yisroel or 
better ones? 

The writer is a well-known 
mechanech and author, with over fifty 
years' experience on the American 
scene.for the past thirty years as dean 
of the Rika Breuer Teachers Seminary 
in Washington Heights. N. Y. 

CALL FOR MORE EMPHASIS ON 
HAIACHAIN GIRLS' SCHOOLS 

To the Editor: 
The teaching of practical halacha 

was mentioned onlybyoneofthe ar
ticles. in passing, in your symposium 
on chinuch habanos (April 1995). 
Since halacha le'maaseh is one of the 
areas that all authorities agree must 
be learned by women, there is no rea
son that after 12+ years of Jewish 
education, young women should not 
have a solid knowledge of applicable 
halachos of Shabbos, kitchen 
kashrus, and berachos, among oth
ers. This is especially true of those ar
eas of Shabbos and kashrus which 
apply to the kitchen, where mistakes 
could affect her entire family! While, 
of course, they should learn to ask a 
she' eilo, they still have to know when 
a she'eilo is needed! 

Some complain that since halacha 
is "dry" and uninteresting, schools do 
not put emphasis on it; or that the 
girls quickly forget what they learn. 
Focusing on those areas that are ap-

The Jewish Observer, Summer 1995 



plicable to everyday living, a compe
tent teacher can make the halachos 
dynamic and alive, and hopefully re
membered. 

ALISAAVRUCH 
Forest Hills, NY 

PURSUING A VISION AND THE 
HARD FACTS 

To the Editor: 
Mrs. Press does an excellent job of 

responding to Rabbi Bergstein's ob
servations and suggestions. There is. 
however, room for further comment, 
particularly since the call for more 
emphasis on mlddos and life skills is 
often a facade for demands to create 
an unrealistic pressure-less school 
and for equally unrealistic assur
ances that our students will always 
be happy! 

By focusing only on academics, 
Rabbi Bergstein reveals common mis
understandings about the Bais Yaakov 
school system. Mrs. Press, an experi
enced Bais Yaakov mechanechet, 
comes forth in her presentation with 
concrete explanations, beyond text 
books, and real life examples of what 
makes a Bais Yaakov tick. 

Rabbi Bergstein states, "In 
yeshivas, bachwim who are average 
in learning skills but above average in 
hasmada (diligence), are held in high 
esteem. There is no counterpart in a 
Bais Yaakov to a Beis Hamidrash to 
measure such a quality."Yet parents, 
experienced mechanchim. mental 
health professionals, and Roshei Ye
shiva in private conversations, have 
recognized that a Bais Yaakov stu
dent with academic difficulties is still 
viewed by her classmates, school, 
and the community as a fine Bas 
YisroeL while most boys who haven't 
made the grade in yeshiva, regardless 
of their other fine personal qualities, 
view themselves and are viewed by 
others as losers. The number of girls 
who we have lost are minuscule com
pared to boys who have gone astray. 

Actually. Rabbi Bergstein and Mrs. 
Press do not disagree all that much_ 
He surely recognizes that utilized 
properly, there is no greater source 
for teaching mlddos than Tanach and 
the accompanying meforshim_ Yes, 
some moros have lost sight of the 
goal, and on top of that, pile on work 
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without a long-term agenda. Painting 
a bigger bull's eye on the target when 
the marksman is still facing in the 
opposite direction won't solve the 
problem. Even with a change in cur
riculum, the same teacher will persist 
in the same mistake. Mrs. Press 
agrees that there are teachers who 
have to be kept on task. As genera
tions of public school experimenta
tion have demonstrated, simply 
changing the curriculum does not 
solve problems. 

From a practical standpoint. devel
oping a new quality text-based cur
riculum is fraught with difficulties. 
Costs for research and development 
and subsequent publication for ap
propriate texts at each grade level for 
a very limited population, would be 
exorbitant. Beyond that. Hakadosh 
Baruch Hu, in His infinite wisdom, 
gave us a Torah which is acceptable 
for use in the classroom by all seg
ments of our community. The same 
applies to earlier seforim and to much 
of more recent Torah publications. 
The acceptance of one text by all Bais 
Yaakovs in different communities (and 
many of them are very diiferent) will 
surely herald the coming of Moshiach1 
If extra resources are available, they 
would be best used to increase the 
salaries of our moros. most of whom 
are on the lowest scale for teachers, 
and for in-service teacher training. 

The Volatile Teens 

One point that Rabbi Bergstein 
has ignored: Teenagers are highly 
vulnerable and need special handling 
and sensitivity. Experience has 
shown that girls have more internal 
motivation, take their school work 
more seriously, are more grade con
scious, and are so much more sensi
tive than their brothers. When a little 
girl has an argument with her brother 
("He looked at me!") and cries, we ac
cept it as such-little girls cry. When 
our older daughters get upset and 
emotional when discussing their 
post-seminary plans, we accept it as 
such-big girls cry. Yet, when a high 
school girl gets hysterical about a few 
tests, rather than help her deal with 
it !life skills! we lose our equilibrium! 
Parental pressures to excel and other 
tensions at home are a much-less 

discussed yet equal part of the equa
tion. True, problems do exist, but the 
bulk of our daughters' concerns are 
part of normal growing up. Working 
together to help them develop coping 
skills is the best life-skills training we 
can give them. 

It's perfectly normal for a twelfth 
grader to be nervous about accep
tance into seminary. but much of it 
is artificial and can be neutralized. 
Forty to a hundred young ladies in 
each school (depending on the size) 
are applying to seminaries, each with 
a limited number of slots .... The girls 
spend their days together for months 
on end, working themselves up into 
a frenzy, culminating in a communal 
nervous breakdown. With our help, it 
needn't be so. There are presently 
many new options on the seminary 
scene. The fact is-and the girls know 
it-it is rare that a young lady who 
wants to attend seminary does not get 
accepted to one of the schools. If she 
doesn't accomplish it on merit, her 
principal will leave no stone upturned 
and burn up the long-distance phone 
lines, until his students are placed. 

The flashpoint for tension is, not 
being accepted by your first choice, 
not being with your best friend, and 
sometimes, not being accepted by the 
seminary your parents would like you 
to attend. In the present generation of 
so much beracha, we somehow have 
lost ability to transmit to our children 
the valuable life lessons of settling for 
"second best," and not getting every
thing we desire. If our daughters were 
told upfront that their number-two 
choice will be a viable option, without 
commotion, some of the tensions 
would surely be ameliorated. 

CHEVRA OSEH CHESED 
OF AGUDATH ISRAEL 

BURIAL PLOTS IN 
ERETZYISROEt 

lnterment in a Shomer Shabbos Beis 
Ola!n near Beis Shemesh 
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Chevra Oseh Chesed of Agudath Israel 
84 William Street, New York, NY 10038 
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Seminary Overload 

Admittedly, Bais Yaakov principals 
also often scratch their heads about 
the intensity of some seminary pro
grams and their entrance require
ments. But we're being simplistic by 
blaming it all on the seminaries when 
there is a complex, involved, socio-re
ligious-economic web below the sur
face. Among the first questions a fine 
yeshiva bachur asks when sent to us 
by his Rosh Hayeshiva to inquire 
about one of our students are: Is she 
smart? Which seminary did she go 

to? Why didn't she go to Eretz Yisroel? 
"Is she a bao1as middos?" gets thrown 
in along the way. While chinuch 
habanos has its own unique pro
gram, the schools do mirror the ex
pectations of the yeshivos. 

The seminaries have one or two 
years at the most to inculcate our 
daughters with a vision for life. 
Yeshivas have the luxury to accom
plish this same goal in three, four, five 
years and sometimes even more. 
Given the above realities, do we have 
the right to dictate to the seminaries 
their criteria for admission and cur-
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riculum? How many of our schools 
open up classes on demand? They 
have to quickly produce graduates 
who meet the standards set by the 
Bnei Hayeshiva and the Chareidi 
community at large and there is little 
room for error. Don't we all know 
about the wonderful seminary whose 
menahel was dedicated b'leiv 
v'nefesh to his talmidos? He would 
stick out his neck more frequently for 
the weaker student or for the girl who 
came from a less committed back
ground. One year he did a few too 
many such mitzvos, and the next year 
his school was history. In effect, we 
closed him down. 

Finally, even though there is always 
room for improvement, a close reading 
of Rabbi Bergstein's article reveals that 
a lack of middos is not even one of the 
issues which he addresses. Rabbi 
Bergstein raise some important con
cerns that must be addressed, but his 
solution does not relate to the prob
lems that he highlights. 

RABBI MENDEL D. FREEDMAN 
Baltimore, Maryland 

(Rabbi Freedman is principal of the 
elementary division of the Bais Yaakov 

of Baltimore) 

MAINTAINJNG TRADmONAL 
CURRICUWM WITII STANDARD TEXTS 

To the Editor: 
As a veteran teacher of older girls 

for a number of years, I wish to com
ment on a topic so close to my heart. 
I have no problem with the existing 
system-Chumash, Nav~ Kesuvim, 
Yahadus, halacha--inside, from the 
s!frei kodesh. with an abundance of 
meforshim. Tilis method has proven 
itself, and the track record is great. It 
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has produced generations of nashim 
tzidkanios, most of whom derive their 
yiras Shamayim, striving towards 
middos tovos, ahavas chessed, and 
appreciation for limud Torah largely 
from the rich lessons they've been 
taught. The plans laid out by Sarah 
Scheneirer, and subsequently, 
Rebbetzin Kaplan, ;r')), apply to our 
day and age as they did then. 

I do have one dream that I would 
like to see innovated. School from 
Sunday through Thursday, with erev 
Shabbos finding 13-year-olds-and
over at home, working side-by-side in 
thekitchen with their mothers, cook
ing and baking l'kavod Shabbos 
kodeshl The ensuing results would 
have wide-ranging benefits, to both 
mother and daughter, and the insti
tutions of family at large. With the in
crease in large families, i1''l'j7. it just 
makes so much more sense! 

I do, however, have a criticism that 
goes beyond Rabbi Bergstein's point. 
Of late, in the seminaries in Eretz 
YisroeL there is a trend toward ab
stract subject matter. The students 
are being taught about inyanim that 
do not affect them on a daily basis at 
all. Lofty concepts are developed bril
liantly, and the students' reaction is 
pure thrill and exhilaration. 

When the Chafetz Chaim and Reb 
Yeruchem encouraged learning 
seforim hakedoshim. they were not 
talking about discussions or matters 
bordering on Kabbala. Rashi'----yes; 
but Gur Ary eh: s that are extremely 
deep and difficult to penetrate? 

One advantage to this concentra
tion on abstract topics was pointed 
out to me: 'Ibis is what goes today. 
This is what the girls want.'' 

I whole-heartedly agree. The girls 
love it! It is intellectually stimulating 
and extremely gratifying. It gives 
them a sense of accomplishment at 
having been able to "comprehend" 
such lofty matters. 

I am afraid, however, that all this 
"intellectual entertainment" remains 
purely in the mind. The student can 
really enjoy the lesson without"being 
threatened by any mussar or call for 
self-improvement, which would be 
inevitable in the standard Chumash 
or Navi shiur. 

Time is so precious. These Amert
can and European girls are 
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neshamos tehoros, so willing to hear 
and be guided towards proper 
hashkafos and Torah values in a 
world in which "values" do not exist. 
They could use much guidance and 
encouragement in such areas as 
tzenius and bitachon. Yet they are 
stimulated with abstractions instead. 

Just last year, an American girl 
enrolled in a Jerusalem seminaryvis
ited the late gaon, Rabbi Shlomo 
Zalman Auerbach, ?":If, with a list of 
seforim on machshava, asking his 
sage advice regarding which she 
should study on her own. He perused 
the list and then shook his head. 'Tm 
sorry," he said. "I'm familiar with 
these seforim, but I don't know any of 
them that well. I have only truly stud
ied Mesilas Yesharim and I can rec
ommend it strongly." 

I am aware that we cannot ignore 
the world we live in. I would therefore 
suggest that we satisfy the girls' crav
ing by spicing our lessons with a 
sprinkling of these inyanim, but that 
the main stress remain on traditional 
sources and time-proven methods. 
Inculcate these young women with 
yiras Sharnayim and true Torah val
ues through iyun gadol in Tanach 
and other appropriate seforim. 

(MRS.) SHOSHANAAGOSI 
Jerusalem 

BAIS YAAKOV REDUX: ALIGNING 
CURRICULUM WITH GOALS 

To the Editor: 
As an experienced teacher who 

has close contact with high school 
and seminary graduates, I'd like to 
thank you for the wake-up call-" Are 
Bais Yaakovs and Seminaries Doing 
Their Job?" 

The time is ripe for examining the 
accepted norms of school policy and 
the skewed messages that they 
transmit. 

We are indeed excelling in the 
scholastic, factual, and bekius do
main, at the great expense of our 
main mission: guiding the future 
wives and mothers of Klal Yisroel. 
While I would not go to such extremes 
as to create special textbooks, the 
point was well-taken: How many high 
school girls are culling the "lessons 
for life" from Chumash and Navi les
sons? And no wonder. How much 

time do we spend focusing on text 
and book knowledge, and how much 
on molding and guiding these future 
builders of our nation? 

Rabbi Bergstein, and othets, have 
pointed out how our high schools are 
doing their best to get their students 
admitted into seminaries. Now, the 
more desired seminaries in Israel. 
which enroll well over 500 girls every 
year, admit only superior students. 
Other factors are only taken into con
sideration on top of scholastic accom
plishment. No advanced beis 
midrash in the States makes such 
demands of its young men. Basic 
mastery of text and skills and seri
ousness of intent are sufficient. Why 
are we so demanding of our daugh
ters? Shouldn't seminary be part of 
every serious girl's experience? 

More to the point, to what end are 
we teaching our girls? Rabbi Binya
min Steinberg, 11")), late principal of 
Bais Yaakov of Baltimore, used to 
stress this to his teachers: It's very 
important for girls to learn, to know, 
to be intelligent. But the goal is for a 
student to want to be an eishes 
chayil, an aim harnishpacha, And she 
must feel good about her role. 

Are we accomplishing that goal? As 
we observe the rising incidence of 
marital misery and failure in thefrurn 
community, we must lll1happily admit 
that we are not - at least not as much 
as we would like. Our young wives 
and mothers are not - universally, 
anyway - the capable, content and 
fulfilled women that they could be. I 
spoke with an expert in shalom bayis 
affairs who laments the all-too-com
mon scenario. A girl spends her school 
years sharpening her intellect through 
a fascinating variety of subjects, both 
kodesh and chol She emerges a suc
cessful seminary graduate, glowing 
with pride and confidence, ready to 
take on life and its challenges. Or so 
she thinks. Enter a husband and 
home. This bright, capable young 
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woman finds herself bored, over
whelmed and singularly unequipped 
to deal with the myrtad demands of 
housekeeping. Can dishwashing com
pete with the intellectual stimulation 
that she has absorbed up to this 
point? Add to this the shock she expe
riences upon discovering that she has 
had more exposure to Maharal than 
her husband (and he's a top learner?!). 
In place of the soft, nurturing, domes
ticated homemaker, we have a new 
entity. She is more a carbon copy of 
her husband than a complementary 
help-mate ... an unnatural phenom
enon creating a great source of fric
tion. The girl of today is not clear about 
her role in life. And that is nothing less 
than tragic. 

AnApronjid of Solutions 

Is there a solution? I'd venture to 
say that, as mechanchim and 
mechanchos of the upcoming genera
tion, it should be our number one pri
ority to find one. Perhaps the follow
ing would be helpful as a start: 

• While preparing lessons, teach
ing, and when assigrung homework 
and tests, we must have our sacred 
mission clear in our minds: produc
ing imalws of the next generation. 

• Each lesson should have a 
lema' aseh. a practical angle. Why not 
stress a particular mitzva or midda 
each week? 

•We have much to learn from Mrs. 
Ruchama Shain in Reaching the 
Stars. As a secular studies high 
school teacher, Mrs. Shain succeeded 
in guiding and molding her students' 
characters to an extent almost un
imaginable to us teachers of limudei 
kodesh, with sifTei kodesh at our fin
ger tips. It requires great effort and 
dedication, and personal example
bu tit is within our capacity. How 
many of us are big enough to encour
age our students to look with admi
ration atfull-ttme mothers as true ex
amples of the ideal? 

• A workable solution would re-
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quire a complete metamorphosis in 
our school structure. Mrs. Press al
ludes to the problems of homework. 
tests, and the pressure they create. 
This pressure can wreak untold 
havoc on the emotional stability of 
our more sensitive girls. 

• After 8-9 hours in school, 
wouldn't it be nice for the students to 
be encouraged to help out at home, 
instead of being overburdened with 
hours of homework? Why not a sys
tem of mandatory "homework," re
quiring girls to put in a couple of 
hours daily helping out at home? 

• Courses in interpersonal rela
tions and basics in psychology 
should have a more central role in the 
scheme of things, as well. All this 
would have the additional benefit of 
providing the less intellectually in
clined with satisfaction and success
experiences. 

The ill winds of feminism are 
fiercer than ever. Let us instill in our 
girls a strong sense of pride in their 
roles as women, cornerstones of the 
Jewish home. And let's do our best to 
prepare them for that challenge. 

(MRS.) YITIY SAPIR 
Je11.iSalem 

Rabbi Bergstein Responds: 

I am honored that such a promi
nent cadre of Bais Yaakov 
mechanchim and mechanchos con
sidered my article and responded. It 
appears. however, that while they 
have made some noteworthy points, 
the thrust of my contentions were not 
fully appreciated or understood. For 
example, Rabbi Elias "asked Reb 
Yaakov ?"llr whether we should cut 
down the level of Bais Yaakov pro
gram, and he emphatically said no." 
AGREED. 1 never suggested a "cut 
down." What, however, would Reb 
Yaakov have said to a shift of empha
sis to more halacha, which is a life
focused course, but a minor in many 

NEW TAPE 
with Review Cards 

''THE WEDDING GIFT'' 
A Study of the Rambam's 7 Steps to Enhance 

Marraige. (Laws of Marriage 15:20). 
Also serves as an Anniversary Gift! 

Satisfaction Guaranteed. Please send $10 to 
Yeshiva Fund, Box 82, Staten Island, NY 10309. 

schools? Mrs. Press quotes Reb 
Yeruchem: "If someone feels the need 
to strengthen his faith, he should 
study Chumash with Rashi." 
AGREED. Did Reb Yeruchem mean 
for women to stress the analytic com
mentaries Sifsei Chachomim and 
Mizrachi or the ruach of the text? 1 
recently saw a list of required seforim 
for a seminary. which included 
Mizrachl Since this and the like have 
become common, people think that is 
the way it is supposed to be. 1 see 
Menoras Hama'or on the Chafetz 
Chaim's list-not MizrachL 

I agree with Rabbi Elias: "We cer
tainly should not overburden our stu
dents": and Mrs. Press, to her credit, 
recognizes "that the nature of home
work and testing and the pressures 
they create are a large portion of the 
problem." She fails, however, to see the 
real connection between the academic 
bend and the unfair pressure that it 
creates. It is an open secret how much 
work is done by the parents to keep up 
with the relentless homework. It is 
also well known that girls are happy 
when their brothers are in Eretz 
Yisroel during their seminary stay, to 
help them with their papers. Fax ma
chines keep wires tied up, with 
learned fathers sending information to 
their overwhelmed daughters. 

A very real concern that my es-
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teemed ctitics raise is the use of texts. 
Let me claJify. I am in agreement that 
the Chwnash and Naviare vital in the 
Bais Yaakov movement. as well. How
ever. new textbooks and teaching 
guides as a companion to the text 
could foster more ruach and 
hashkafa. Additionally, classes on 
chessed and other middos, presented 
creatively, would not bore the stu
dents. Just look in the Maharal in 
Nesivos Olam among other seforim, 
and you will see how much depth and 
thought can be taught about chessed 
without resembling a full-time 
Mussar class. Such a course would 
hardly give in to the "comfortable su
perficiality" our mechanchimfear. 

The Crux of Shalom Bayis Classes 

I take particular exception to Mrs. 
Press's contention that ShalomBayis 
classes don't help. She says, "Sitin on 
a family living class and listen to 
glowing-face, enthusiastic. optimistic 
seventeen-year-olds resolve hypo
thetical scenaJios of sticky family is
sues with the heartfelt cry of'youjust 
compromise.' So easy to say in the 
secure and rational classroom. How 
practical in the long run?" Anyone 
who deals with young martieds sees 
that even the multitudes who remain 
martied have more adjusting to do 
and greater challenges because they 
were not properly prepared for mar
Iiage. (And, yes, I agree that we need 
this in yeshivas as well!) The goal of 
Shalom Bayis training is not just to 
avoid divorce; it is to enhance shalom 
and, yes, it is practical for seminar
ies. There is more to teach than that 
one must compromise--understand
ing the nature of men and women, 
how to disagree, etc. I am not anti-

---···--------------

1"\::>:l 

CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST 

DR.BENZION 
SOR<YrZKIN 
N.Y. STATE LICENSED 

ADULTS 
AND 

CHILDREN 

(718) 633-3248 
(718) 219-3867 

The Jewish Observer, Summer 1995 

Navt but, yes. a few less perakUn of 
Navi and more courses in Shalom 
Bayis are worthwhile. How about 
more courses in child-raising with a 
Torah approach; wouldn't everyone 
gain? In short. we need a program 
that is more life-focused and less in
formation-dtiven. 

TooManyMitzvos? oran 
Improper Value System? 

Rabbi Friedman makes an excellent 
point. One menahel with a wonderful 
seminary stuck out his neck for a 
weaker student and for another girl 
who came from a Jess-committed back
ground. One year hedidafewtoomany 
such mitzvas, and the next year his 
school was history. Indeed, our larger 
Torah community exhibits question
able values when that happens. But is 
the solution to increase standards of 
education or shift them to encourage a 
proper value system, so that all semi
naJies will share such mltzvos? (Tiris 
could be argued for yeshivas, too. I 
come from a yeshiva that does many 
such mltzvos. However, at least some 
yeshivas can claim that they are trying 
to produce Gedolei Torah. ... Are Bais 
Yaakovs?!) Indeed, Rabbi Ftiedman is 
correct that sometimes a bachur gets 
the impression that academics are 
overly important in choosing a mate; 
this is part of the problem! 

I suspect that many teachers may 
agree with much of my comments, but 
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feel uneasy to speak up in fear of buck
ing the system or because they think 
that if the focus does change, they will 
be unequipped to handle such a pro
gram. These dedicated teachers could 
adapt, with some guidance and training; 
I am not advocating quick overhauls. 

In truth. in suggesting these 
changes, I am well aware that even 
with more halacha, hashkafa, mussar, 
and historia, it is very difficult to cre
ate the program that is needed. I do 
not claim to have all the answers, but 
I'm a bit disappointed that such highly 
qualified mechanchim do not even see 
the problem. It is one thing to recog
nize the need for a life-centered ap
proach, but claim that it is daunting 
to implement. It is quite another to 
think that the present system is what 
we really need. 

Mrs. Press writes, 'There is much 
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to rethink and much to change." 
Rabbi Elias echoes the call: 'There are 
many problems and many imperfec
tions to be ironed out." As active and 
productive leaders of the movement. I 
welcome and await their suggestions. 

CORRECTION 

Several errors crept into the May 
issue. Among them: 

The photograph on page 27 was 
incorrectly captioned. The son pic
tured with Reb Shlomo Zalman is Reb 
Yaakov, N"V'7V, a Rosh Kollel in 
Emmanuel. 

A wise man asked me, "Didn't you 
realize before you started that you are 
fighting a losing battle?" I replied that 
changes happen slowly, and even if 
nothing happens, as long as one Bais 
Yaakov girl whose sterling midI1os out
shine her report card feels that some
one fully appreciates her-Dayeinu. 

On page 33, col. l, line 31, the sen
tence should read: "Near the end of 
his life he received a letter which bore 
the title n1:i::iv1: he became furi
ous .... " Also, his Rebbetzin's maiden 
name was Ruchamkin. 
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HOME VIDEOS: AN INVASION 
ROUTE FOR STREET CULTURE 

To the Editor: 
I'm a sixteen year old girl and at

tend a heimishe school in the New 
York Metropolitan area. 

I'm writing about an article in The 
Jewish Observer, regarding the 
harmful effects of video (May '94): the 
writer wrote some examples. 

A school in our community made 
copies of the article and sent it to the 
entire parent body. I overheared sev
eral mothers' reactions to the letter. 
They were certain that the examples 
given were exaggerated and unreal. In 
the words of one mother: "I can as
sure you that my children, or for that 
matter, anyone in this school. will 
never go to a 24-hour video rental 
place to rent videos!" 

I'd like to enlighten some parents 
on this matter. They may be right 
about the rental place, but there are 
many different ways to obtain videos. 

I have a friend who used to be a re
ally fine girl. Lately she has rapidly 
changed for the worse. The reason? 
Her parents bought a monitor. Her 
parents happen to be very fine people 
and they would never let their chil
dren watch "unkosher" videos. But 
the problem is that no parents can 
keep guard on their children 24 
hours a day. So, one day, her older 
sister (who works) borrowed a video 
from a very modern officemate, and 
that night the two sisters were up for 
three hours watching. 

That was only the beginning. Now 
it's a regular nightime "minhag," and 
the parents have no idea! The watch
ing is affecting my friend's actions, 
speech, and dress, and her parents 
must be wondering what in the world 
happened to their daughter. I know 
I'm wrong for not telling anyone about 
it, but after all, she is a good friend of 
mine, and I wouldn't want her to get 
in trouble because of me. 

So I'm writing this letter to prevent 
this from happening to anyone else. I 
hope that for the sake of their chil
dren, if not for themselves, this letter 
will stop people from allowing a moni
tor into their house. And maybe I can 
hope that those who already !)ave one 
will get rid of it. 
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Gifts? Heterlska? Borrowing •. sugar··or eggs!! l'!!e:paYn'tentdiS\?~u i~§~~r~~!f h~t¢1'(~·it~~m~j6r,e~tig~ti!' 
E!flil'lg, profuselyfg;otn9te,p m~sterpiece,};1!11 1 ····.··• > ·. ·.• . . . i <> ·· .••..••••... . • •.•. ti i x.x .•. \.· .•... ·.·· 

By Rabbi ::fiSro~lR~istn~; .Foreword by RClbbi•Avroho ... ·..... .1!1ciµa'~~J¥¢£¢f {~~ ~i)ifu~; . . . .. 
·· ............. :' ,;"8'v;zs. ····VlS~~[;~~···cm\tiE&~E ·.···· .... r····.· ... <;;., J •• i .. ~. 
Tnisisa~up~!\%~tabookasy9u:11 . .fl'11a. ' ·. •. ·. ..> <·.• . I •·.·.··•.· ....... fli.x .•. ,;;c:: •c It'~ about the joy, streJ'\~h, a11d'triurrtph of people who faced ~.and conqtil:!~ed' su¢J't'~rig!J.t~. 

··· •Ienges. as\'/.idowh()()d,•adoptiql'.>te,rminal .illness, retardaticm, .and•qthe,iJ··• <•;;r ;·.••·•i ;.;y;!1x 
· This is a;bo()l< aboµt .winne:rs.iLetthem give you .strength, perspectjy;e,,andne~ound.opti@ 

•' .. ·. ·.:. . . ·_, . ·:···.·._.:, . .• . ·. · .. ·_,·. . . ',,- .. "/./\'\/· . '"·0>; ·' :·· ·.'\ >·· ,,,··"·'.>'<Y>. 


