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The following essay is based on an 
address by the Novominsker Rebbe, 
Rabbi Yaakov Perlow, ~ ... ,,,~, which 
he delivered as a member of the 
Moetzes Gedo lei Ha Torah of Agudath 
Israel of America, at the 73rd Annual 
Dinner of the Agudah, dedicated to the 
theme "Ashes to Renewal." The Rebbe 
enlarged upon the theme of this 
address at a subsequent gathering 
sponsored by K'hal Adath Jeshurun of 

. ~: Washington Heights (NY). The 
additional comments were 
incorporated into the article as it 
appears here. 
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THE CHALLENGE OF 
"DAYAN HAEMES' 

U pon witnessing or expelienc
ing certain significant events, 
the Mishna in Berachos says, 

a person recites one of two contrast
ing berachos. For happy tidings one 
says "Hatov vehameitiv." And when 
one hears tragic news and identifies 
with this report in a personal way, he 
says: "Baruch. . .Dayan ha'emes." The 
Mishna goes on to say that in the 
pasuk that we read each day in 
Kriyas Shema, "You should love 
Hashem .. b'cholme'odecha" "me'ode· 
cha" is interpreted as relating to the 
word midda--a measure-and also to 
modeh-to thank: In whatever way 
Hashem metes out His measure to 
you, whether it is with middas 
harachamim (mercy) or middas hadin 
(unmitigated justice), we must still be 
modeh--we must thank Him. And 
whatever the midda, whatever the 
measure we receive from Him {the 
Gemora goes on to say), one must 
bless Him with simcha-with joy. 

Managing to utter a blessing to 
Hashem under all circumstances 
may be difficult for some, while oth
ers may be unfazed by the assign
ment. But it seems beyond compre
hension how any human being can 
summon up feelings of simcha when 
pronouncing a beracha "Dayan 
ha'emes-the true Judge"-upon 
healing tragic news. 

The author of the Sefer Hafla'ah 
(Horav Pinchas HaLevi Ish Horowitz}, 
who was Rav in Frank/Urt _for many 
years, was a disciple of the Meztitcher 
Maggid. ThefirsttimetheHaflaah cwne 
to Mezritch, he presented this very ques
tion to the Maggid: How could one be ex
pected to pronotmce this beracha with 
joy?The Maggid referred him to a Yid sa
ting in the back of the beis midrash. So 
the Hafla'ah and his brother, Reb 
Shmelkeh. sought out this person, who 
was obviously a very humble Jew. 
When they presented the sheeila to him, 
he told them, "I really don't know why 
you were sent to me. The Mishna ad
dresses somebody who receives bad tid
ings. Nothing bad ever happened to me, 
sol am unable to answer your question." 

The Hafla'ah thus received his an
swer. The intent of the Gemora's in
struction was to view life as this Yid 
did: Whatever G-d decrees, must per
force be good. ... He later gained renown 
as the Rebbe, Reb Zu.sha. 

On the one hand, they 
wrote Piyutim as a 

vehicle for pouring out 
the pain from Kial 
Yisroef s heart; and on 
the other hand, their 
words gave us strength, 
a sense of emuna and 
bitachon-and the 
ability to set our sights 
toward the ultimate 
redemption. Hope was 
never lost for a moment, 
even in the worst of 
times. 

THE CAPACITY TO 
ACKNOWLEDGE DIVINE JUSTICE 

al (Rabbis of the Talmud), 
n, call upon a Jew to lise, 

the most painful of times, to 
such a high level of emuna, to achieve 
such inner conviction and belief in 
the judgment of Hashem Yisborach, 
that he can declare his acceptance of 
Divine justice with simcha. While 
such complete mastery over our emo
tions is beyond us, we are capable of 
acknowledging G-d as "Dayan 
ha'emes-the truthful Judge"-even 
when expelienctngpersonal loss. The 
prescribed pronouncement to this ef· 
feet is called Tzidduk Hadin At the 
bulial of a deceased, one begins the 
declaration of Tzidduk Hadin with a 
passage in Chumash, "Hatzur tamim 
pa' alo, ki chol derachav mishpat Keil 
emuna v'ein ave!, tzaddik v'yashar 
hu. The Rock, His work is perfect, for 
all His ways are just. A G·d offaith
fulness and without iniquity, He is 
just and light" (Devalim 32,4). 

The belief that there is a Supreme 
Judge and that His judgment is true 
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is central to our relationship with the 
Creator. This belief is always bind
ing-whether His judgment is applied 
to an individual or to a multitude, to 
a community or to Klal YisroeL And 
while accepting this does test our 
middos and our emotions, it should 
not challenge our emuna Our heri
tage has endowed us with a sense of 
commitment to Hashem that prevails 
regardless of how He deals with the 
world and with us. 

Unfortunately, after the Holocaust 
voices were raised in complaint 
against G-d's conduct of affairs. 
Many were bitter of heart, and were 
not able to cope with the suffeling 
they endured. This is not to pass 
judgment on them, but a false theol
ogy was built around the inability of 
some of our fellow Jews to cope ideo
logically with the Churban of Achetnu 
Bnei Yisroel in Europe, and they ut
tered remarks, they made state
ments, they wrote books that contain 
kefim--apostasy. Their hearts could 
not absorb so extreme a Dayan 
ha'emes on so vast a scale. They 
could not come to terms with Divine 
Judgment. 

But the Torah and Chazal condi
tion us for such expeiiences, foretell
ing that there will be times when 
middas hadin is meted out to Kial 
Yisroel, as we read in the two 
Tochachos-the two sections of Re
proach in the Torah .... Yirmiyahu 
Hanavi foresaw such events .... And 
Chazal desclibed the Churban Bayis 
Sheini in such terms. Anyone famil
iar with the Kinos (lamentations), 
Piyutim (liturgical poetry), and the 
Selichos (penitential prayers) that are 
read on Tisha B'Av and on other fast 
days. know how the Rishonim, the 
great paytonim of Klal Yisroel, ex
pressed their grtef for the suffeling 
expelienced in the times of the Cru
sades. Duling the Sef1ra (Shabbos 
Pars has Beharj, some congregations 
recite Rav Shlomo Ibn Gabirol's Piyut 
which includes: 

"Bereaved of children, consumed, 
why do you weep? Have you lost hope 
for that which you crave?" 

"The end [of my suffering] is yet 
further extended. The darkness [of 
my Golus] further prolonged." 

"Keep hope alive, 0 stricken 
people, for soon I will dispatch My 
messenger to clear My path. and I will 
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anoint My king on Mount Zion." 
On the one hand, they wrote 

Piyutim as a vehicle for pouring out 
the pain from Kial Yisroefs heart; and 
on the other hand, their words gave 
us strength, a sense of emuna and 
bitachon-and the ability to set our 
sights toward the ultimate redemp
tion. Hope was never lost for a mo
ment, even in the worst of times. His
tory has Kial Yisroel witnessing dark 
days from the Churban of the Batei 
Mikdash, through the times of the 
Crusades, the Black Plague, the 
Gezeiras of Tach veTat-Chmel
nitzki's massacres of hundreds of 
thousands of Jews in 1648-down to 
our own day. The Holocaust was not 
new in the annals of Kial Yisroel'ssuf
fering. Its main distinction was the 
awesomely tragic size of the losses in 
Europe, fifty years ago. The numbers 
of those martyred by the Crusaders, 
the Spanish Inquisition or even dur
ing Gezeiras Tach v'Tat, are hardly 
impressive when compared with the 
collosal losses of the Holocaust; yet, 
in proportion to the total Jewish 

Were there no fall, there 
would be no rising. 
Were one not sitting in 
the darkness, one 
would not comprehend 
the subsequent light. 
Darkness, then, can be 
appreciated as the 
cause of the light that 
follows. 

populations of their times, the losses 
of 1648 were equally staggering. 

After suffering through the darkest 
times, Jews have rallied with their 
commitment of faith, as is recited in 
'"V'hu Rachum" every Monday and 
Thursday; "We are regarded as sheep 
led to slaughter, to be killed, de
stroyed. beaten, and humiliated. But 
despite all this, we have not forgotten 
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Your Name-we beg You not to forget 
us." Throughout all the persecutions 
and pogroms, ''.AniMaamin"has been 
on our lips. 

Indeed, Kial Yisroel is subject to 
middas hadin as well as to middas 
harachamirn Almost every individual 
in his lifetime is called upon to pro
nounce the beracha "Dayan 
Ha'emes." That same approach mul
tiplied many thousandfold is the 
Dayan-Ha'emes acceptance that we 
must develop regarding the national 
calamities of past and present. 

A RELATIONSHIP THAT CALLS 
FOR PUNISHMENT 

Tie prophet Amos expresses an 
dea that is of profound rel

evance to our history. Indeed, 
it is the core of the Torah's interpre
tation of Jewish suffering; "Rak 
es 'chem yadati mikol mishpechos 
ha'adama. Al kein ejkod aleichem es 
kol avonoseichem" It is precisely be
cause the Ribbono Shel Olam has a 

After suffering through 
the darkest times, Jews 
have rallied with their 
commitment of faith, 
throughout all the 
persecutions and 
pogroms, "Ani Maamin" 
has been on our lips. 

special relationship with us that He 
metes out upon us such extreme 
judgments. The pasuk in Mishlei ex
pounds the same thought in different 
words: "Ki es asher ye'ehav Hashem 
yochi'ach, u'che'av es bein yirtzeh
Hashem chastises the one He loves, 
as a father who loves his child some
times punishes him" (Mishlei3,2). 

ChazaI also address this issue: 
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It seems beyond 
comprehension how any 
human being can 
summon up feelings of 
simchawhen 
pronouncing a beracha 
"Dayan ha' emes-the 
true Judge"-upon 
hearing tragic news. 

The Gemora in Kesubos relates 
how Rabban Yochanan hen Zakkai 
saw the daughter of Nakdimon ben 
Gurion, one of the aristocrats of 
Yerushalayim, in utter poverty during 
the siege ofYerushalayim, prlorto the 
destruction of the Second Beis 
Hamikdash. Rabban Yochanan ben 
Zakkai had been one of the signators 
on her kesuba, and he recalled how 

wealthy her family had been. And now 
he found her searching for kernels of 
barley in the animal dung in the streets 
of Yerushalayim. The Gemora relates 
that Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai 
wept. saying. "Ashreichem Yisroel
Fortunate are you, Israel! When they 
fulfill Q-.d's will, no nation can rule over 
them. And when they do not fulfill His 
will, not only are they delivered to the 
control of lowly people. they are under 
[the rule} of their beasts" (Kesubos 
66b ). (A similar idea is expressed else
where in the Gemora, Megilla 16a: 
"This people is likened to the sand and 
to the stars. When they fall, they fall 
'till the sand. When they rise, they rise 
to the stars.") 
The MaharshaemphasiZes that the 

declaration of"Ashreichem Yisroer not 
only refers to the first half of the state
ment. that Jewry will be free of foreign 
dominion, bu tit applies equally to the 
latter part-that Jews will be sub
jected to the beasts of a lowly people. 
He does not "treat" them as He does 
any other nation, for their relationship 
with Him rests on a higher, more ex
acting plane. His scrutinizingjustice is 
thus more extreme and painful. This 
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is the awesome message contained in 
the words of Amos Hanavi: "Rak 
es'chem yadati mekol mishpechos 
ha'adama. Al kein ejkod aleichem es 
kol avonoseichem" It is a message 
with shattering implications for all 
times; a perspective of our history that 
only the Torah can convey. 

So fifty years later, when we reflect 
about the Churban, our approach 
must resonate with "Baruch Dayan 
ha'emes ... Hatzurtamimpo'alo," and 
somehow realize that this, too, was 
an expression of Hashem's Divine 
love for His people. 

DARKNESS AS THE SOURCE 
OF LIGHT 

F rom our present-day vantage 
point, we recogrnze that our at
tainments of these past fifty 

years call for the other beracha that 
the Mishnamentions--"Baruch hatov 
vehameitiv." While the two berachos 
would seem to be at opposite poles 
from one another, the Dayan ha'emes 
and Hatov u'meitiv in our period of 

To remember the 
kedoshim, and not have 
your own life bear 
testimony to the 
principles for which they 
died, is a contradiction 
in terms. To memorialize 
the kedoshim, and live in 
a spiritually inferior way, 
rings false. 

history are closely connected. To ap
preciate this concept, let us take note 
of the words of Rabbeinu Yona in 
Shaarei Teshuva: 

The person who trusts in G-d 
should hope, in the gloom of his an
guish, that the darkness be the cause 
of light, as it is written, "Rejoice not 
against me, 0 my enemy; though I am 
fallen I shall arise; though I sit in dark-
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ness, theL-rdisalightforme" (Micha 
7 ,8). And our Chazal say, "Ifl had not 
fallen, I would not have risen; if I had 
not sat in darkness, it would not have 
been light for me" (Midrash Tehillim, 
Psalm22). 

It is truly striking that Chazal 
read into this pa.suk in Micha that 
the very fall, which is a tragedy, can 
somehow be seen as bringing about 
the upsurge that takes place after 
the fall. Were there no fall, there 
would be no rising. Were one not 
sitting in the darkness, one would 
not comprehend the subsequent 
light. Darkness, then, can be ap
preciated as the cause of the light 
that follows. 

And so it was in our own time. 
Darkness overwhelmed us two gen
erations ago. We were called upon to 
pronounce only one berachaon that 
darkness: Baruch. .. Dayan ha'emes. 
But as time passed on, Ha.shem's 
subsequent plan and the pattern of 

Takes the lid 
off a complex 
subject and 

makes it 
accessible to 

everyone. 

His Hashgacha (Providence) became 
more clear. We came to recognize the 
presence of light by virtue of those 
people that were left as remnants 
from that darkness, from that 
Churban 

Let us contemplate for a moment 
who made up that generation of 
survivors. It was an army consisting 
of generals and soldiers. Gedolei 
Yisroel were among those saved. 
And there was an army of Jews that 
were saved, a remnant from 
amongst the ashes. These generals 
and these soldiers put Klal Yisroel 
together again, in a manner that not 
only revived the system under 
which we now live-our families, 
our kehillos, our institutions. This 
was accomplished from within our 
own camp, by necessity; because 
outside of our immediate confines 
(as we all know) a spiritual waste
land prevails. 

Their efforts produced glorious re· 
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They came here 
penniless, many of them 
without relatives: fathers 
without children, 
children without 
fathers ... a broken 
society-physically, 
materially, spiritually. 
Today, a half century 
later, we see generations 
blessed by Hashem
grandfathers, fathers, 
children. The 
regeneration of 
individuals and their 
families surely inspires a 
declaration of "Baruch 
Hatov V'hameitiv." 

suits. Undoubtedly, this achieve
ment was the result of a special mis
sion that the Hashgacha placed 
upon the shoulders of these people 
who were shivrei keilim-broken 
shards-"echad me'ir u'shnayim 
mimishpacha-one !survivor! from a 
city, two from a famlly," survivors of 
the ghettos, the death camps, Sibe
ria, and other places of exile ... "bnei 
shomeima, the children of a desolate 
people" (Yishayahu54, l). They came 
here penniless, many of them with
out relatives: fathers without chil· 
dren, children without fathers ... a 
broken society-physically, materi
ally, spiritually. Today, a half cen· 
tury later, we see generations 
blessed by Hashem-grandfathers, 
fathers, children. The regeneration 
of individuals and their families 
surely inspires a declaration of 
"BaruchHatov Vhameitiv." 
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These Roshei Yeshiva, 
Chassidishe Rabbeim, 
and Rabbanim not only 
revived Orthodoxy in 
this country, they gave us 
native-born Americans 
an entirely new concept 
of what true Jewish life 
should be. They raised 
our sights. They taught 
us to aspire to higher 
levels of Torah learning 
and shmiras hamitzvos. 
They broadened our 
horizons, prompting us 
to look ahead and 
beyond ourselves and 
our immediate needs. 

THE '"TOVVEHAMEITIV" FACTOR 

I t is worth noting that the Gemora 
says that when one buys a new 
object, a new house, or a new 

garment-if it is only to be enjoyed 
by the purchaser. he says the 
beracha "Shehechiyanu." If others 
can enjoy it as well, then the appro
priate beracha is "Hatov vehameitiv: 
tov--good [to him), meitiv-does 
good [for others]." This handful of 
survivors had the merit and the 
siyata diShmaya (Divine assistance) 
to revitalize themselves and to expe
rience blessings that were good for 
them and good for others. They 
brought Yi.ddishkeit to new frontiers. 
and regenerated many communities 
in America. These people were cho
sen by Hashem to be His instru
ments for converting the darkness 
into the initiator of light. so that we 

should be able to say, "If I had not 
fallen, I would not have risen: if! had 
not sat in the darkness, it would not 
have been light for me." 

These generals-Roshei Yeshiva, 
Chassidishe Rabbeim, Rabbanim
not only revived Orthodoxy in this 
country, they gave us native-born 
Americans an entirely new concept of 
what true Jewish life should be. They 
raised our sights. They taught us to 
aspire to higher levels ofTorah learn
ing and shmiras hamitzvos. They 
blew fresh air into this cold country 
where Jews had prospered materi
ally. but did not cope too well spiritu
ally. They restructured our entire so
ciety, both here and in Eretz YisroeL 
They broadened our horizons. 
prompting us to look ahead and be
yond ourselves and our immediate 
needs. And they taught us to live in a 
way that calls for a profound sense of 
gratitude to Hashem for allowing us 
to remain among the living. And we
the children of the survivors as well 
as the successors to those who re
ceived them here-were chosen to 

carry on this task of rekindling the 
light after the darkness. Beyond 
doubt. these generals succeeded in 
effecting this transformation because 
they had a loyal army of followers. 
Together. they ushered in an era that 
reflects Yishayahu's prophecy, read 
in the Hajtorah of Yam Kippur. "Age
old ruins will be rebuilt through you, 
you will erect generations-old founda
tions; and they will call you, 'repairer 
of the breach. restorer of paths for 
habitation"' (58.12). 

From our camp came other 
camps-the day school movement. 
which spread across this continent; 

· Chinuch Atzmai in Eretz Yisroet the 
growth of yeshivas and kollelim 
around the globe; the kiruv rechokim 
movement on every continent. These 
all emanated largely from those 
people who transplanted the ideals of 
Yi.ddishkeit, the model of how Jews 
are meant to live as Jews. from the 
Old Country to other shores. In the 
process, new standards were raised. 
People were no longer content with 
just getting by in chinuch and 

·vallko~L~~tiiol'!i.~ ilJ1 lni~in<i.ti#i1a!)Y·i·•• 
kn?):Vll nutrjtiot1ist am'.! au!hor, litli!}rl Tf!E 
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cusses the nulritioryal >:alu<O. ?fll".~rything 
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kashrus and the entire range of 
mitzva observance. In general, a 
quest for excellence in Jewish life was 
launched. For this we proclaim 
"Hatov vehameitiv." 

reflect upon the Churbanand remem
ber how the kedoshim (mar1yrs) lived. 
This is an essential part of the com
mand Never to forget To remember 
the kedoshim, and not have your own 
life bear testimony to the principles 
for which they died, is a contradiction 
in terms. To memorialize the 
kedoshim, and live tn a sptrttually tn
ferior way, rings false. So when we 
think about zichron hakedoshim, it 
behooves us to consider it our 
generation's responsibility to keep the 
memory of the kedoshim sacred by 

REMEMBERING THE KEDOSHIM 
BY LIVING WITH KEDUSHA 

W e must, however, be ever 
cognizant that the task is 
not over. We are still being 

challenged with the call to live up to 
these standards ... especially when we 
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Dor Yeshorim 
is now testing for 
Additional 
Fatal Diseases 
In addition to Tay-Sachs and Cystic Fibrosis, your future 
offspring can now be protected from Canavan disease 
and Fanconi Anemia, diseases that ore affecting the 
Jewish community. 

The symptoms of Canavan disease ore similar to Toy
Sachs, with deterioration, mental retardation, and death 
occurring no later than the teens, usually earlier. Fanconi 
Anemia is marked by limb defects, bone marrow failure, 
predisposition to cancer, and a life expectancy of 8-12 
years. 

In the Ashkenazi community, one in 37 is a carrier of 
Canavan disease and one in 75 is a carrier of Fanconi 
Anemia. 

Dor Yeshorim is now offering optional testing for these 
two fatal diseases. 

The additional testing has the endorsement of Rabbonim, 
Roshei Yeshiva and medical professionals. 

Everyone who is single is urged to participate in Dor 
Yeshorim's confidential premarital screening progran1. 

For information about the Dor Yeshorim Program, 
testing locations or results, call 

718-384-6060 
If your child was previously tested, please call with your child's 
ID number and birthday to see if a new blood fest is required. 

DOR 
YES HOR IM 

Fifty years after the 
Holocaust, we still view 
that tragic epic from a 
"Dayan-haemes" 
perspective, and shed 
tears for that suffering. At 
the same time, we cry 
with simcha for the 
"Hatov vehameitiv' that 
we experienced these 
past fifty years. In the End 
of Days, both responses 
will blend into one. 

bearing living testimony to the 
kedusha. the sanctity, to the prin
ciples of faith for which they died. 
Otherwise rememberance becomes 
reduced to just plain pageantry. 

So we hold the memory of the 
kedoshim precious, not by dytng for 
KiddushHashem butbymaktngour 
lives a livtng Kiddush Hashem That 
is our task, our mission, our respon
sibility. Consider for a moment how 
society at large stnks further and fur
ther into an amoral morass. while it 
is our mandate to be a mwnleches 
kohanim v'goy kadosh-a nation of 
priests and a holy people. If there is 
any tendency within ourselves to 
identify with the way of life that pre
vails out there, let us bear in mind 
that just a half century ago. many 
who promoted this type of culture 
were the very same people who looked 
the other way when our brothers' 
blood was spilling like water. It is not 
for us to identify with them intellec
tually or sptritually. 

ALL WILL BE UNDERSTOOD 
TO HAVE BEEN GOOD 

11e capacity to accept Hashem's 
udgment-even when it is ap

parently harsh-with the same 
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The day school movement, which spread across this 
continent; Chinuch Atzmai in Eretz Yisroel; the 
growth of yeshivos and kollelim around the globe; 
the kiruv rechokim movement on every continent. 
These all emanated largely from those people who 
transplanted the ideals of Yiddishkeit, the model of 
how Jews are meant to live as Jews, from the Old 
Country to other shores. 

joy as when faced With His compassion 
is referred to in the familiar pasuk: 
"Bayom hahu yihiyeh Hashem Echad 
ushemo Echad-On that day will 
Hashem be One and His Name One." 
Asks the Gemora. Only on that day-
in the Messianic future-will Hashem 
be One? Is Hashem not One today. as 
well? Rabbi Acha bar Chanina an
swers, 'This world is not like Olam 
Habba. In this world, one says 'Hatov 
vehameiliv' upon hearing good tidings, 
and 'Dayan ha'emes' on bad news. In 
OlamHabba, however. one will only say 
'Hatov vehameiliv' on both types of oc
currences" (Pesachim50a). 

This is difficult to understand: In 
the future. there will not be any "bad 
news," and thus there will be no cause 
for any beracha other than "Hatov 
vehameitiv." Yet the Gemora seems to 
stress that the difference in the next 
world will be in the berachos redted
not in the nature of the tidings. 

The Noda Be'yehuda. in his com
mentary Tz'lach, quotes one of the 
Maggfdim of his time in response to 
this question. (The idea connected 
With this explanation is mentioned in 
a number of seforim. including the 
ChasamSofer.) 

Yishayahu Hanavi says regarding 
the days of Acharis Hayamim: "And 
you will say on that day, 'I praise You, 
Hashem, for you were angry with me. 
Pull back Your anger and comfort me" 
(Yishayahu 12,1). In the future we will 
give thanks to Hakadosh Baruch Hu 
for all the past bitter judgments that 
He meted out to us. While today we 
cannot possibly recognize anything 
but middas hadin in Hashem's con
duct of affairs, in the End of Days, the 
mercy inherent in the way He con-
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ducted our affairs will become clear to 
us. What we perceive today to be 
middas hadin, will in retrospect be 
understood to have been for the good, 
manifesting middas harachamim. 

In that era, {says the Tz1ach,) we 
will approach anew those vety events 
we perceive today as bad tidings, call
ing for "Baruch dayan ha'emes." 
From that newly-gained perspective, 
those same events will call for pro
claiming "Hatov vehameitiv." Today 
we can only speak about such an air 
proach with the emuna that this un
derstanding will be ours in the future. 

When the pasuk speaks of when 
Hashem will be One, it refers to the 
future when our enhanced perception 
will permit us to say "Hatov 
vehameitiv" in retrospect, regarding 
every type of occurrence that we had 
already endured. Today we still live 
with a duality, two types of feelings 
that prompt two types of berachos-
we shed bitter tears for occasions call
ing for "Dayan ha'emes," and tears of 
joy for those of "Hatov vehameitiv." 
Fifty years after the Holocaust, we 

still view that tragic epic from a 
"Dayan-haemes" perspective. and 
shed tears for that suffering. At the 
same time, we crywith simchafor the 
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"Hatov vehameitiv" that we experi
enced these past fifty years. In the 
End of Days, both responses will 
blend into one. We will not be kindling 
two separate candles--one as a me
morial, the other for joy. As we cross 
over into that new era. we will hold 
one havdala-two candles. melded 
together, forming one torch-to pro
nounce one beracha, "Hatov 
vehameitiv." 

This very idea is conveyed in the 
pasuk "Shema Yisroel Hashem 
Elokeinu Hashem Echad." "Hashem'' 
signifies middas harachamim: 
"Elokeinu," mfddas hadin. In our cur
rent era. we mention the two forces as 
separate and distinct. But ultimately. 
they will be understood to be aspects 
of one unity-Hashem Echad---<:all
ing for one beracha, "Hatov 
vehameitiv." • 
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I n times of crisis, we hope for Heav
enly mercy. Jn times of confusion, 
we long for G-d to grant us a lucid 

view of things. In times of indecision, 
we pray for clear leadership. In times 
of suffering, we yearn for Divine inter
vention and relief. 

The flow of events in 
Eretz Yisroel is clouded by 

side .... The day will come. however, 
when her children's children will pause 
there on their way to exile. and she will 
weep to God for their welfare. I cried 
then, and I cry again whenever I hear 
mention of"Kever Rochel." 
Note how even the secular Zionist 

leadership has deteriorated-from 

confusion and suffering, 
uncertainty and, chalila. 
threat of calamitous con
sequences. 

On the one hand, the 
Peace Process has as
sumed a force of its own, 
beyond the control of the 
citizenry of Israel, and is 
cutting a swath through 
the last remaining feelings 
of security, sense of na-

In Approach of 
the Days of Awe 
in Eretz Yisroel 

tional purpose, and ves-
tiges of unity in Eretz YisroeL Quite 
aside from the general sense-espe
cially amongst Religious Zionists
that the Zionist dream of sovereignty 
over the Land of Israel is being 
jettisoned, much of the general 
population simply does not trust the 
judgment and wisdom of the political 
leadership, and has no faith in the 
way crucial decisions are being made. 
Anyone with even a shred of religious 
sentiment in his heart is appalled at 
the mere consideration of surrender
ing Kever Rochel to the Palestinians
which was announced by Rabin and 
Peres, and then, in the face of wide
spread uproar, rescinded. One had 
thought that every Jew-no matter 
how distant from religious practice-
has a special chord in his heart that 
quivers to the cries of the Mother 
Rochel, who "weeps for her children." 
This shocking thought, no matter 
how tentative, betrays a gross insen
sitivity that casts a dark shadow on 
all future negotiations. 

One recalls the tears of intermarried 
novelist Max Nord.au - an associate of 
Zionistfounder'Iheodore Iierzl- who 
once wept at the thought qf visiting 
Rachel's Tomb. An astonished.friend 
asked him. "Why do you who are so far 
from Judaism weep?" 

ur recall seeing acheder child review 
Chumash with his grandfather," re
plied Nord.au. ~1 asked him what he 
was studying, and he responded with 
the traditional chant "Va'anL..," which 
recounts Jacob's apology to Joseph for 
bwying his mother Rochel on the road· 

Nordau's tears to Rabin-and-Peres's 
second thoughts. No wonder the To
rah leadership has no confidence in 
those directing the peace negotiations. 

In times of crisis, we hope 
for Heavenly mercy. In 
times of confusion, we long 
fora lucid view of things. In 
times of indecision, we 
pray for clear leadership. 
In times of suffering, we 
yearn for Divine 
intervention and relief. 

0 n the other hand, a peace 
process of some sort-no 
matter how painful-is there 

somewhere on the horizon. Living in 
a Greater Israel that includes domin
ion over a million Arabs, granting 
them no appreciable degree of au
tonomy, is a powder keg that inevita
bly breeds deep unrest. which at best 
can erupt into intifada, and at worst 
could explode in full-scale warfare. 

It would seem that some accommo-

dation should be made. Some lands 
would have to be turned over to Pales
tinian control. Gedolei Yisroel have al
ways placed pikuachnefeshabove con
siderations of holding on to every bit of 
Eretz Yisroel's sacred soil; but how 
much must be relinquished, and at 

what gain in security, tf any? 
Forcing settlers to move from 
settlements that, just ten 
years ago, they had been in
vited to build by the very same 
leaders that are orchestrating 
the Peace Process hardly in
spires security or trust! 

The PLO is learning how to 
project a cherubic face, with 
Arafat making the right 
noises of condemnation 
whenever Hamas commits 
one of its acts of terror and 
atrocity. At the same time, 

the PLO's duplicity in violating or sim
ply ignortng many parts of the intertm 
agreements is obvious-never 
amending the PLO Constitution to 
strike out the clause calling for 
Israel's annihilation and swelling the 
ranks of its police force with hardly 
repe11tant erstwhile terrorists. It is 
also weU documented that the PLO 
leadership has been stuffing prtvate 
bank accounts with funds earmarked 
for industrial and agricultural devel
opment, and educational projects. 
Hardly a trusted partner with whom 
to build a bright future, side by side. 

K ial Yisroelis groping for a clear 
understanding of how best to 
protect Aretzeinu Hakadosha 

and the Am Hashochein BeTzion
our sacred land and the people who 
dwell therein. The course the 
Hashgacha has charted for Kial 
Yisroel' s future in Eretz Yisroel is not 
at all clear. 

As we all share anxieties, pain and 
confusion, along with all of Klal 
YisroeL we should join in using our 
collective power of tejilla in pleading 
with the Ribbono shel Olam that. as 
He judges us and determines the fate 
of the Holy Land and its inhabitants, 
His Divine Justice be tempered with 
mercy. As we say at the conclusion of 
the "Shojros" in the Mussaf of Rosh 
Hashana: "Barucll- .. Hashem who 
hears the shofar-sound [of justice] 
with mercy." NW 
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ANTICIPATING Rosn HAsHANA: TURNING OvER A NEW LEAF 

j\ I I 

In H111s 

I 'll tell you about a revelation I had 
recently. In Ritzville .... Had it hap
pened 45 minutes earlier, it would 

have happened in Moses Lake. For 
sure, no one would have believed 
that. 

It was on a Sunday morning in 
early July. My watch registered 4 
A.M. And the big green highway sign 
to my right said, without reservation, 
evasion or apology, Ritzville. 

I'd left Seattle an hour after 
Shabbos. I had business in Spokane 
and I was determined to return to Se
attle by Sunday night, even if it meant 
having to drive most of the night to 
reach Spokane before morning. 

And so I was listening to a Rabbi 
Berel Wein history tape, when Rabbi 
Wein dropped a casual insight that so 
completely broke my concentration 
that I no longer recall the subject of 
the lecture. In a matter of minutes, 
the revelation it sparked made com-
Mr, Swiggard is a realtor in Seattle. This article 
appeared originally in the Seattle Kolle! Reporter. 
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plete sense out of some of the tough
est difficulties with which I had been 
struggling since I became observant 
and moved to Seward Park six years 
ago. The answer to the multiple
choice question I'd been grappling 
with for so long was outrageously 
clear. 

The question materialized shortly 
after I had accepted what I would de
scribe as the religious "basics" -that 
G-d gave us the Torah, commanded 
us to fear and love Him, and told us 
to go do mitzvos. These basics, of 
course. also include G-d's promise 
that if we do all of the above, He will 
give us a nice piece of Middle East real 
estate in which we can plant our na
tion and from which we can set an 
example to the other nations of the 
world. 

Fine. However, it wasn't long after 
moving to Seward Park [Seattle's ma
jor Orthodox neighborhood, where 
the koUel is located) that things began 
to become much less clear. Here we 

Kent Swigard 

, 
,f' 
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are, living in exile. Yet, across the 
globe, the modern State of Israel has 
miraculously returned to existence. 
Doesn't G-d want us to make aliyd? 
If not, what does G-d want us to do 
with our lives in Seattle? Shouldn't 
we be reaching out to influence or at 
least set an example for the non-ob
servant Jews and non-Jews around 
us? Or would G-d prefer that we de
vote our time and energy to learning, 
all the while isolating ourselves from 
the world around us? 

To me, the answers to these ques
tions manifested themselves in three 
often contradictory Seward Park sce
narios. I refer to them as Door No. 1, 
Door No. 2, and (pause for dramatic 
effect) Door No. 3. 
Door No. 1: Learn 'till you drop.' 

You don't have to be in Seward 
Park long to catch on to the signifi
cance people attach to learning To
rah. The act of learning Torah, ac
cording to the learning advocates, is 
the very life-breath of Judaism, sur-
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passing all else. 
In a historic context, learning sup

porters frequently point out that 
without the emphasis that has been 
placed on learning, Torah would have 
been lost long ago and there would be 
no Jews today. 

As for the present, they stress that 
learning develops ethics, promotes 
prayer, helps us overcome our yeitzer 
hara (evil inclination), and leads to 
the performance of mitzvos. It is be
cause oflearning, they contend, that 
we are rewarded with such things as 
financial support without undue la
bor, protection from assorted afflic
tions, and even armies that win wars 
they have no business winning. 

Looking to the future, learning ad
vocates argue, we need masses of 

Jews to be learning to ensure that the 
best of these will evolve into Torah 
leaders. Yet we don't, as is frequently 
stressed by the local Kolle], need to be 
Torah giants to learn. Rather, in ac
cordance with a Gemarafrom Avoda 
Zara, we are reminded that we should 
learn "even though we may forget or 
do not fully understand." Hence the 
Kolle! motto: "Jewish Learning for 
Every Level." 

Devoting ourselves to learning, the 
learning folks often contend, also 
helps pave the way for the coming of 
Moshinch 
Door No. 2: Reach out and touch 
someone 

In contrast. I discovered, there are 
many outreach advocates in the com
munity. They contend that it is our 

Not just a cheese, 
a tradition... "· 
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job to reach beyond the borders of our 
community in an attempt to save 
Jews from assimilation. They note 
that even Rabbi Moshe Feinstein l"xz 
argues that knowledgeable Orthodox 
Jews should offer up a portion of time 
otherwise spent on learning for out
reach work. 

A sub-set of the outreach group 
goes a step further by maintaining 
that, as Jews in exile, we have the ob
ligation to set a visible, living example 
of ethical monotheism to the non
Jewish world. In this context, these 
more extreme outreach advocates 
echo the arguments of Germany's 
Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch l"xz
that our exile offers Jews the chance 
to be "an exemplary people set in the 
midst of other nations." 

; r 
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Door No. 3: Israel or bust 
Finally. there"s the Israel-or-bust 

crowd. I was moved by the sense of 
mission religious Zionists had as they 
departed from our community. one 
by one. to live in and help build Israel. 
Others. though unable or at least as 
yet unwilling to make aliya. focused 
their energies on Israel-its politics. 
its economy, its standing in the world 
community and its struggle to hold 
onto hard-won land. Much of their 
verbiage continues to reflect the opin
ions of Rav Avraham Kook, the first 
Chief Rabbi of Palestine. 

'"Exile." Rav Kook wrote. "leads to 
the slow death of the soul." 

Rabbi Kook's fix for exile: "'There is 
no hope for (the Diaspora) unless it 
replants itself by the wellspring of real 
life ... which can be found only in Eretz 
YisroeL" 

In similar fashion. local "Israel or 
bust" advocates frequently speak of 
the "dead end" of Judaism in 
Amertca. Nothing, they maintain, can 
stem the tide of the assimilation oc
curring around us. Our future. they 
steadfastly argue. is in Israel. 

In a matter of minutes, 
the revelation it sparked 
made complete sense out 
of some of the toughest 
difficulties with which I 
had been struggling 
since I became 
observant and moved to 
Seward Park six years 
ago. The answer to the 
multiple-choice question 
I'd been grappling with 
for so long was 
outrageously clear. 

S o, there it is. Learning, out
reach, or Israel. Which one is 
right? Obviously, there are 

many, myself included, who have at
tempted to be involved in some com
bination of all three. Even then. how
ever, my ortginal question continued 
to nag at me-where does G-d want 
us to put our emphasi8-<Jn Door No. 
1,2or3? 

And that brtngs us back to my van 
as I sped past the sign announcing 
"Ritzville.·· In what I can only 
stereotypically descrtbe as a flash, I 
realized the answer to the question I'd 
been pondertng for six years wasn"t 
Door No. 1, 2 or 3. 

It was Door No. 4. 
In a nutshell, the Door No. 4 an

swer is that G-d simply wants us to 
strive to be righteous people. 

This conclusion dawned on me as 
Rabbi Wein noted in his history tape 
that G-d did not destroy S'dom and 
Amora because of the thousands of 
wicked people who lived there. He de
stroyed them. said Rabbi Wein, for 
want of"ten righteous people." 

I'd no sooner digested this tidbit 
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than Rabbi Wein reinforced it with a 
similar concept about something 
called the lamed vav tzaddikim (36 
righteous men). This tradition. which 
stems from the Babylonian Talmud 
and is renowned in Kabbalist leg
ends, holds that in each generation, 
the world exists in the merit of 36 
righteous men, affectionately referred 
to in Yiddish as lamedvavniks. 

Afthis point, another concept 
d heard many times began to 
ake deeper sense to me-the 

Talmudic idea that all Jews are re
sponsible for one another. It occurred 
to me that this statement, quoted so 
freely in fundraising when I used to 
work for the local Jewish Federation, 
conveys much more than the simple 
obligation to write checks on behalf of 
needy Jews. It suggests that the right
eous actions of each Jew result in re
ward-not only for that Jew, but for 
all Klal Yisroel 

I snapped off the tape and, in the 
ensuing silence, further contem
plated the ramifications of this think
ing. G-d wants us to strive to be right-

eous, I reasoned, not only for our own 
benefit, but because once you accu
mulate a critical mass of righteous 
people, these tzaddikim somehow fa
vorably impact the welfare to the so
cieties in which they live, even if those 
societies happen to be wicked. 

But, how does one strive to be 
righteous? The obvious answer, I 
concluded, is to emulate righteous 
role models. And who better than 
the Patriarchs? After all, the Torah 
teaches that we have been spared 
on more than one occasion in the 
mere memory of their righteous
ness! But how can one even come 
close to emulating them? They, 
blessed with Ruach Hakodesh, Di
vine inspiration, enjoyed the privi
lege of having a direct, two-way line 
of communication with Hashem. 
Their righteousness was connected 
to actually knowing G-d. 

This creates a tough problem. If 
righteousness stems from knowing 
G-d, how are we supposed to get to 
know Him? How do you establish a 
relationship with an entity that is in
finite, incorporeal and pretty much 

In a historic context, 
learning supporters 
frequently point out that 
without the emphasis 
that has been placed on 
learning, Torah would 
have been lost long ago 
and there would be no 
Jews today. As for the 
present, they stress that 
learning develops ethics, 
promotes prayer, helps 
us overcome our yeitzer 
hara {evil inclination), 
and leads to the 
performance of mitzvos. 

Over 50 kiruv organizations have distributed more than 40,000 
copies to under-educated Jews. Now the opportunity is yours. 
A relative, a co-worker, a neighbor. This Rosh Hashanah -
introduce someone you know to the beauty of Judaism. 
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If righteousness stems 
from knowing G-d, how 
are we supposed to get 
to know Him? How do 
you establish a 
relationship with an 
entity that is infinite, 
incorporeal and pretty 
much beyond our 
comprehension? 

beyond our comprehension? (I sus
pect the Kolle! foll<:s will like my con
clusion. Ifs the part where Door No. 
I comes into play.) 

You have to learn Torah. By 
learning Torah, we come into contact 
with the very Divine thought pro
cesses and reasoning associated with 
the creation of the universe and our 
role in it. From this knowledge, finite 
though it may be, comes fear and love 
of Hashem If Iighteousness can be 
acquired from learning alone, then 1 
suspect a case can be made that 
people actually can impact the out
side world-even from the isolated in
tertor of a beis midrash, or study hall. 

But, my Ritzville reasoning contin
ued, Door No. ! learning also leads to 
various types of action and good 
deeds. For some, it might mean 
spending time behind Door No. 2, do
ing outreach work. For others, it 
might mean spending time behind 
Door No. 3, trying to promote Torah 
values and observance in our mod
ern-day miraculous State of Israel. 
For others, it might mean spending a 
lot of time behind innumerable other 
doors not even mentioned. 

And so, in my post-Ritzville rea
soning, it seems to me that we're all 
called upon to strtve to be rtghteous 
by learning Torah and to act in accor
dance with our abilities and percep
tions of how we believe G-d wants us 
to act. We are all different. 1 suspect 
G-d intended it to be this way. What's 

more, 1 have a newly developing 
hunch that our survival is directly 
correlated to the diversity G-d has 
spread amongst us. 

Thirty miles past Ritzville and 28 
miles short of Spokane, I took an exit 
to a rest area. I decided that I had to 
stop before sunrtse to catch at least a 
couple of hours of sleep before going 
on to Spokane. 1 also decided that I 
need to stop wasting time labortng 
over which individuals or groups in 
my community are most closely car
rying out G-d's will. 

Most importantly, 1 decided that if 
I want to strtve to be a little more 
Iighteous, I need to start by spending 
a lot more time learning. • 

Torah-Ways To Success is a newsletter based 
on Rabbi Zelig Pliskin's books, which have 

helped many live more successfully. 
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.ANT1c1PATING Rosn HASHANA: TURNING OVER A NEw LEAF 

Making Tefilla a 
FocalPdi 
Our Li~ 

sidim HaRishonim, the pi
s Jews of old, would arrive 
the Beis Haknesses one 

hour early to prepare for te.filln, devote 
one hour to tefilla itself, and then re
main another hour afterwards 
(Berachos 32b). They came early, 
Rabbeiru.L Yona explains, so as to ex
punge all worldly concerns from their 
hearts. In this way, their focus would 
be on the exaltedness of Hashem and 
their prayers would be more effective, 
and as a result, more readily accepted. 

In our fast-movlng, busy world, the 
great majority of us do not have an 
hour to spare to sit and contemplate 
in shuL Some fmd it nearly impos
sible to daven three times a day with 
a minyan. And even if we did have 
that extra hour, it is highly unlikely 
that we could muster the required 
degree of concentration. Yet. consid
ering the amount of time we do spend 
on our tefillos, it would certainly be 
worthwhile investing some effort to
ward improving their quality. 

Rabbi Gesser is engaged in business in Mexico 
City, where he is a part-time member of a Koll el. A 
published author, tills is his first appearance in 
these pages. 
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G-d so strongly desires 
the prayers of the 
righteous, that He 
deliberately held back 
children from them to 
inspire them to pray to 
Him. Through the 
medium of prayer, they 
reached unanticipated 
spiritual heights. 

THE FIRST OBJECTIVE: AMORE 
FOCUSED ATTITUDE 

T:e Vilna Gaonin his Commen
tary on Mishlei points out that 
the ultimate goal of Torah and 

mitzvos is to bring a person to greater 
emuna and bitachon; that is. to be
lieve that the Creator controls one's 
destiny and knows what is best for 
each person. 

We say daily in Birkas Kerias 
Shema (the blessings accompanying 
the morning Shema), "Tov yatzar 
kevod liShmo--the Beneficent One 
(i.e., Hashem) fashioned honor for His 
Name." It seems strange to ascribe 
beneficence to G-d because He pro
motes His own purposes. Wouldn't it 
be more appropriate to consider him 
"good" if He created honor for our 
sake? It would seem, then, that a 
prime act of goodness is to make 
people aware of the Creator. Thus He 
is called "Beneficent" because He has 
provided us with so many indications 
of His existence and governance. 
Anything Hashem does to make us 
more aware of Him is an expression 
of His kindness. 

Recognizing this fact should moti
vate us to seek opportunities to be
come closer to Him. One way of doing 
this is by communicating with Him in 
prayer-both to entreat Him to fulfill 
our needs. and to offer thanks and 
praise to Him for His constant flow of 
kindness. In fact. offering us the op-

portunity to daven is considered a 
greater kindness than actually grant
ing us the object of our prayers. 

A classic example of this is the Ma
triarchs" barrenness (see Bereishis, 
Chapter 25). which prompted them to 
plead with G-d for children. Accord
ing to the Gemora(Yevamos64a), G-d 
so strongly desires the prayers of the 
righteous, that He deliberately held 
back children from them to inspire 
them to pray to Him. Through the 
medium of prayer, they reached un
anticipated spiritual heights. By the 
same token, Hashem puts us into po-

, ',' --<- ' 
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5756 marks our Bar Mitzvah: 13 years of extendingT'"1:i'l. interest 
free Joans in Eretz Yisroel. 12 volunteer staffed branches aid 
Kollelleit, large families, Olim, the struggling and the desperate 

In a public invitation, our Honorary President, the Gaon Horav 
Chaim Pinchos Scheinberg writes: 

"Come celebrate with us by joining with O%el' Dalim. 
Your generous support will enable us to issue more loans. 
You will nup the rich mmnls of the Mit%vuh o(Ganach." 

The Mit:vah ... 'l:lll l'lN m!m ~o:> ON "If you lend funds to My 
nation, to the poor among you (Sh mos). This "if" is obligatory 
(Mechilta). All Israel are required to perform the Mitzvah of 
Gemach; Jew and Jewess, rich and poor." (Chofetz Chaim) 
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needy, In his day of disaster, He will deliver him." (Thillim) "day 
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Help us celebrate our Bar Mitzvah by fulfilling the Mitzvah of 
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sitions of need because when a per
son raises his or her voice in prayer, 
the supplicant becomes elevated to a 
level he or she would not have 
reached had they not been in need: 
We recognize that Hashem is the 
Source of everything; besides turning 
to Him to fulfill our needs, we will be 
drawn yet closer to Him in gratitude. 

This last stage of growth is actually 
the more difficult phase. since a per
son tends to be insensitive to the 
source of the goodness he is enjoying. 
It is relatively easier to remember to 
tum to Hashem for assistance when 
in need than to express gratitude af
terwards for the gifi received. 

STAVES ON THE LADDER 
OF GROWTH 

F or some people, a mere aware
ness that G-d actually desires 
our teftllos, and that we can 

grow through dru;ening, are sufficient 
to effect a change in the quality of 
their tefillos. For most others, some 
practical suggestions may be in order. 
1. Come early. Few of us have an 
hour to spare to be in shul before 
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Hashem puts us into positions of need because when 
a person raises his or her voice in prayer, the 
supplicant becomes elevated to a level he or she 
would not have reached had they not been in need: 
We recognize that Hashem is the Source of 
everything; besides turning to Him to fulfill our needs, 
we will be drawn yet closer to Him in gratitude. 

davening, in the manner of the 
Chassidim HaRishonim, but coming 
a few minutes early can make a re
markable difference. When you ariive 
late, your hurried state of mind usu
ally remains with you throughout the 
course of the davening. When you are 
in shul early, your mind has a chance 
to settle, and you achieve a sense of 
mental clarity. Torah study for those 
few minutes can even further en
hance your davening. 

In addition, ariiving early sends 
yourself a message: the activity I am 

engaging Ih is important. This in itself 
can elevate your attitude toward tefilla. 
2. Do not focus as much on the 
meaning of the words as on the One 
to Whom they are directed. Ironi
cally, many of us rarely stop to con
sider that we are communicating with 
the Ribbono Shel Olnm. If one had an 
appointment with a powerful ruler, he 
would surely prepare himself meticu
lously. and be careful to enunciate his 
petition clearly, respectfully, and with 
presence of mind. True, when recit
ing the same words three times daily. 

Shalheves introduces a new inspiring commentary on Chumash, 
•As in Heaven, So on Earth", by master lecturer/author Rabbi Ezriel Tauber. 

It focuses on practical hashkafa that will make everyday life an inspiration. 
Now available in all fine Jewish bookstores, Volume One · Bereishis 

along with all other favorite Shalheves Books. 

SHALHEVES TAPES ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT JEWISH BOOKSTORES FOR ONLY $4 PER TAPE. 
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prayer inevitably becomes somewhat 
routine. Moreover. an audience with 
a king is usually a one-time privilege; 
one who had access to the king every 
day would feel a slackening of formal
ity which the one-time petitioner does 
not experience. Nonetheless, through 
practice and reinforcement, one 
could establish a "habit" of praying 
With more intense kavana {concen
tration and feeling). The main point ls 
to keep firmly in mind that we are 
praying to the One Who has the 
power to care for our needs, and fuller 
kavanahopefully will follow. ' 
3. Recite the words slowly. This is 
admittedly difficult for someone who 
davens "express-fashion." Try to say 
only a few words at a time, even if only 
for part of the Shemoneh Es rel 

In conversation, you take the time 
to reflect before making a comment or 
answering a question. Rapidly rattling 
off words in a breathless manner al
lows little time to think about what 
you are saying. Try to slow down. 
4. When facing a lengthy or complex 
task, it is easier to deal with smaller, 
1 This advice comes from the Amshinover Rebbe 
x~'l.717v of Yerushalayim 

The main point is to keep 
firmly in mind that we 
are praying to the One 
Who has the power to 
care for our needs, and 
fuller kavana hopefully 
will follow. 

"bite-size" portions. Part of the dlffi
culty in maintaining kavana through
out the entire Nineteen Berachos is 
that there is quite a bit to say. Also, we 
deal with a kaleidoscope of shifting 
themes throughout the Shemoneh 
Esref--requests for knowledge, for
giveness, health, livelihood, redemp
tion .... It can be overwhehning! 

Try to focus briefly on the general 
theme of each beracha prior to say
ing it. For example, between "Re'ei 
Ve'anyelnu" and "Refa'elnu." stop for 
a moment and have in mind that you 

are about to pray for a speedy recov
ery for all the sick of Klal Yisroel. 
Eventually, you will find that you can 
muster increasing levels of concen
tration for at least parts of the 
Shemoneh Esrei even without mas
tering the translation of every word. 
An added advantage of this approach 
is that you won't necessarily be 
slowed down quite that much (espe
cially if you are a quick thinker!). 
5. SaylngShemonehEsreicanlnlts 
way serve as a hashkqfa lesson. of
fering a format for reflecting upon ba
sic tenets of Torah, as well as issues 
thatconcernKlal Yisroe!on a commu
nal level. For example, reciting the 
berachos that speak of teshuva and 
selicha reminds us that these con
cepts concern us every single day of 
our lives, not only during Elul and 
Aseres YemeiTeshuva. "Refa'einu," in 
which we pray for all the sick of Kial 
Yisroet drives home the point that we 
are all united and should feel respon
sible for one another. There are 
berachos in which we ask Hashem to 
gather us in from Golus, restore the 
Jewish system of courts and judges, 
send us Moshiach, and reestablish the 
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service in the Beis HaMikdash. This 
can serve to remind us of what should 
be on our minds as a nation. even 
though we have a myriad of our own 
personal problems and issues-simi
lar to the mussar classic Mesi/las 
Yesharim. which, according to the au
thor. was not written to teach new 
ideas but to remind us of important 
principles we already know. Our 
te.fillos similarly can be approached as 
an affinnation and reinforcement of 
basic tenets ofTorah hashkafa. 
6. It is well-known that one must not 
raise his voice during the Shemoneh 
Esrei. Yet. kol rom me'orrer es haka
vana--praying in a loud voice does 
arouse one's feelings. Perhaps by fol
lowing a very vocal Krias Shema with 
imagining that you are crying out 
the words of Shemoneh Esrei even 
as you pray in a whisper, you could 
achieve the desired intensity. 

REWARDING CONCENTRATION 

who-after a long, de-
e-looks back at having 

regularly. three times 
a day, day-in-day-out, for all his 85 
years, may be stunned to learn that he 
will be denied credit for the bulk of the 
Shemoneh Esrei's he had recited for 
failing to have had kavana for the 
meaning of the words in the first 
bemcha--that is, the words from the 
beginning of the ShemonehEsrei until 
"Baruch Attah. .. Magein Avraham." 
Halacha dictates that one must think 
of the meaning of these words when he 
pronounces them, or his Shemoneh 
Esrei is not valid. (Some opinions 
maintain that this holds true for the 
reciting of"Modim" as well.) 

Your knowledge of Hebrew is 
weak? There is a choice of fine He
brew-English Siddurim available to
day; one need only pick up a copy and 
master the crucial paragraph. Who 
knows? You may even be inspired to 
continue and study the remainder of 
the Shemoneh Esrel as well as the 
rest of order of the prayers! 

Call 1-800-KIRUV-84 

(1-800-547-8884) 
To contact Agudath Israel ot America's 

Information Hot Line 
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PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE-ON A 
BROADER SCALE 

W e live in a time when yiras 
Shamayim and Torah 
scholarship are highly val

ued and sought after. It is relatively 
easy to obtain high quality tefillin and 
mezuzos. uphold the highest stan
dards in kashrus as well as in other 
areas of Torah observance. Our 
yeshivas and Bais Yaakov schools are 
bursting with future generations of 
loyal Bnei and Bnos Torah. We have 
many advantages, both spiritually and 
physically, thatourpre-WarEuropean 
counterparts never dreamed of. 

Yet, for some reason, tefilla seems 
to have assumed sort of "back 
burner" status in our order of priori
ties. In some shuls. one can not hear 
oneself think, due to the buzz ofliveiy 
conversation. This article is not writ
ten to address the serious problem of 
talking in shuL but hopefully some of 
the ideas presented here will help es
tablish healthier attitudes and hab
its towards tefilla, which will in tum 
contribute to decorum in the beis 
haknesses. 

Nothingvaluable comes easily. For 
many people, putting into practice 
the aforementioned suggestions will 
require devoting additional time to 
their davening. Nobody wants to look 
different from his or her peers. espe
cially in matters of religious expres
sion. In shuL some people feel awk
ward being the last to finish 
Shemoneh Esre~ and do not want to 
be conspicuous as a "real.frwnguy." 
Yet earnest tefilla and genuine tears 
can affect momentous change for a 
person. Consider the following: 

Rabbi Pesach Pruskin ':nn was one 
the Torah giants of pre-War Europe. In 
fact, he was a mentor of Rabbi Moshe 
Feinstein. ':>"::It. Yet. he did notseemdes
tined for greatness in Torah in his youth. 
He did serve as a menahel ruchani 
(spiritual supervisor) in the Yeshiva of 
Slutsk, but was not considered to be an 
especially astute thinker. Once. during 

. , i':tr.l 

.. MAZEL-Tovn 
Are you, or is someone you know; 

Physically handicapped and looking for a shld.duch? 
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a scholarly discussion with talmidim, 
Reb Pesach offered his opinion. His com
ment was so far off base that a heavy 
silence blanketed the room. with a dep
recating smirk on faces here and there. 
Hurt and embarrassed. Reb Pesach re
treated to a room where he cried himself 
to sleep. Many years later, he revealed 
that he then dreamed that he should re
turn to his studies, and he would expe
rience a siyata diShmaya (Divine assis
tance). Upon awakening. he didjust 
that, and suddenly began to achieve a 
brilliance that carried him to new 
heights, eventually becoming a true 
gadol baTorah. Indeed. his published 
shiurim are learned in yeshivas all over 
the world. (See Rabbi Chaim Shapiro's 
biographical article on Rabbi Prnskin. 
JO June '78.) 

Kial Yisroel is going through many 
difficulties. Everyone seems to have 
his or her bundle of problems. A per
son is always in need of something, 
whether success in Torah learning, 
earning a livelihood, a rejua 
sheleima for an ailing relative or 
friend. assistance in fu1ding a mar
riage partner, having children. rais
ing them ... the list goes on and on. If 
we would take these ideas to heart 
and utilize them. it is very likely that 
we would see results. 

Even more, why limit communi
cating these needs to the three daily 
te.fillos? One can articulate a short (or 
long) prayer for Hashem's assistance 
any time. in any language. Rabbi 
Moshe Schwab, 7"::n, the legendary 
menahel ruchani of the Gateshead 
Yeshiva in England, would recom
mend this practice. and in fact, would 
often quietly mumble a few words of 
supplication when having difficulty 
influencing a student. or while deliv
ering a discourse in the yeshiva. 
(Rabbi Schwab would place in his 
Siddurpictures of the Koseland other 
holy sites in Eretz Yisroei to further 
inspire his tefiilos.) 

Should we pursue a course of im
proving our teftllos, we would have 
nothing to lose and much to gain in 
terms of coming closer to Hashem 
Salvation may not come overnight. It 
may take a little time. but eventually 
the night turns to day, and darkness 
turns to light. And if we approach 
tejilla properly, we will see the light in 
the midst of the darkness. • 
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ANTICIPATING Rosn HASHANA: TURNING OVER A NEW LEAF Rabbi Matis Blum 

A story is told about a man who 
walked into a restaurant and asked the 
proprietor-who did not look particularly 
observant-about the Kashrus superoi
sion at that establishment. The propri
etor, with self-righteous indignation 
pointed to the picture hanging on the 
wall of a saintly-looking man with a 
long white beard and a long frock. 
and said in a hwt tone, "How can 
you question my standards of 
Kashrus? Do you know who this 
man was? My grandfather, of 
blessed memory!" 

The man looked at the picture, and 
then at the proprietor. and said, "If your 
picture were hanging on the wall and 
your grandfather were standing here, I 
might consider eating here. However, 
since the roles are reversed-you're 
here and he's there-I find little reason 
to be able to eat here." And with that, he 
walked out. 

"Well, Shut My Mouth!" 

I t's always wise to mind one's own 
business and refrain from open
ing one's mouth, unless asked. 

Before opening one's mouth to in
dulge in eating, however, it would be 
judicious to open it and ask some 
questions concerning the Kashrus of 

Rabbi mum compiles and edits Torah Loda.as, a 
weekly compendium ri commentaries on the Parsha, 
which has been appearing regularly for the past nine
teen years. He also lectures in vartous Bais Yaakov 
high schools in the New York area. His article, "For
get.Me Not,"was featured in JO, January 1991. 
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the food about to be ingested. 
The incident that prompted fuls ar

ticle was a family simcha that my wife 
and I attended not long ago at a well
known catering hall in Brooklyn. In 
addition to weddings, the hall is used 

by various yeshivas and other organi
zations for thetr fund-raising dinners. 

When my wife went into the 
kitchen to lnqutre about the yoshon 
status of the food being served, she 
did not see any Jewish workers. 
When she asked to speak to the 
mnshglach or rabbi, the kitchen staff 
all said that there is no Rabbi. Even
tually they brought out a foreign 
gentleman wearing a yarmulka to an
swer her questions. (We later sur
mised that he was the chel). 

The conversation that ensued was 
(more or less) as follows: 

"Are you the mashgiach?" my wife 
asked. 

"Over here we don't need a 
mashgiach-we have a te'uda," he re-

It's always wise to mind one's own business and 
refrain from opening one's mouth, unless asked. 
Before opening one's mouth to indulge in eating, 
however, it would be judicious to open it and ask 
some questions concerning the Kashrus of the food 
about to be ingested. 
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plied authoritatively pointing to acer
tificate hanging on the wall from a 
Kashrus organization. 

"Oh. Would you happen to know 
what the story is with yoshon at this 
affair?" she inquired. 

"Don't worry,'' he said reassur
ingly, "the soup is all pareve." 

My wife repeated her question, 
thinking that perhaps he had not 
heard her, but he repeated his reply
this time with a trace of impatience in 
his voice. At that point. my wife 
thanked him for his help and left. 

When my wife informed me of this 

interesting conversation. I went into 
the kitchen to look at the te'uda (and 
see if it had eyes, since it was in lieu 
ofa mashgiach). 

The certificate was actually a faxed 
letter from a Kashrus organization, 
which stated that the catering hall was 
under their constant supervision, and 
signed by the Rav Hamachshir (the 
rabbi in charge of the organi7,a.tion). An 
odd postscript pointed out that if 
people want the Kashrus organization 
to supervise their affair, they should 
make appropriate arraogements with 
the caterer at the time that they sign 
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the contract with him. What was odd 
about this was that it seemed to bla
tantly contradict the statement that 
the establishment was under their 
constantsupervision. lncidentally, the 
certificate had expired about six 
months earlier. 

When I found the manager of the 
hall, he was able to enlighten me a little 
bit: While the food was being prepared 
(a day or two before the affair). a 
mashgiachfrom the Kashrusorganiza
tion would stop by (nichnas v'yotzeij. 
During the affair, they relied on the 
frum chef. When I questioned him 
about the statement on the certificate 
that their establishment was under the 
constant supervision of the Kashrus 
organization, he said that I should dis
cuss it with them. He also pointed out 
that many other heimeshe catering 
halls have no formal hashgacha 

The Voice Behind the Fax 

T he next day I called the 
Kashn.tS organization whose 
faxed te'uda adorned the wall 

of the kitchen, and asked to speak to 
the Rav Hamachshir whose name 
had appeared on the certificate. I was 
told that he no longer worked there, 
but the person to whom I was speak
ing would be able to help me. 1 asked 
him if the catering hall under ques
tion was still under the supervision of 
his organization. He replied that it 
was, but that the supervision applied 
only to the time that the food was be
ing prepared, when there was a 
mashgiach who came from time to 
time. What happened afterwards to 
that food, and the status of any other 
foods that were brought in later-in
cluding breads. cakes, pastries-was 
not under their supervision. 

When I politely pointed out that 
the wording of the certificate, which 
stated that the aforementioned cater
ing establishment was under their 
"constant supervision," was more 
than a bit misleading, the person on 
the other end seemed more than a bit 
short on patience with me. 

Finally, I asked, "Le'ma'aseh, there 
were hundreds of very religious 
people who came and ate at this af
fair. Whose responsibility was it to see 
that everything was Kosher?" 

He replied, 'The ba'alei simcha" 
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(those who made and paid for the af
fair). 

I thanked him and hung up. 
Upon questioning a number of 

Rabbonim who are involved in the 
field of Kashrus, I found that there are 
indeed many catering establishments 
that have no formal supervision 
whatsoever. Others have supervision 
during selected parts of the process. 
Additionally, various Kashrus organi
zations and private hashgachos have 
different standards concerning 
koshering vessels, yoshon. checking 
for insects, and the like. 

THE LESSONS 

I learned a number of lessons from 
my experience. First of all. no mat
ter how many religious-looking 

people are attending an affair, there 
is nothing wrong with trying to find 
out if there is a mashgiach or some
one who can answer your specific 
questions about the Kashrus of the 
food being served. 

Secondly, according to haiacha. if 
the proprietor of an establishment is 
a G-d-fearing, Torah-observant Jew, 
he is trusted to say that the food is 
kosher, assuming that he frequently 
visits the kitchen. Experience had 
shown time and again, however, that 
even the most sincere individuals 
who do not have any outside 
hashgacha can make mistakes. and 
serious lapses in kashrus can occur. 
Most heimishe catering halls that do 
not have any outside hashgacha are 
more than happy to allow outside 
mashgichim to come to supervise the 
affairs that they cater. Perhaps the 
reason that they do not suggest this 
to those who are engaging them to 
cater their affairs is because they feel 
confident that they are maintaining 
high standards of Kashrus, and do 
not wish to impose the additional cost 
of an outside hashgacha on those 
who are already pressured by the ex
penses of the affair. 

On the other hand, it is my firm 
conviction that if those people who are 
already paying so many thousands or 
tens of thousands of dollars for a wed
ding or other affair would know that 
for an extra few hundred dollars they 
could have their own constant 
mashgiach throughout the affair, and, 

if necessary, during the time that the 
food is being prepared, they would be 
more than happy to do so. Most people 
probably assume that a Kosher cater
ing establishment comes with a 
mashgiach- Even if it means cutting 
back on certain other embellishments, 
most people would be willing to use 
the money to be certain that the high
est standards of kashrus are met at 
their affair. People who are aware of 
this situation and ask the caterer de
tailed questions about the hashgacha 
that he does or does not provide, will 

undoubtedly insist that there be a 
good hashgacha even if they must pay 
a little extra for it. 

Thirdly, one should not assume 
that just because a prominent ye
shiva or Rav made an affair in a par
ticular catering hall that that caterer 
always has reliable supervision. In 
many cases, those who paid for the 
affair also hired special mashgichim 
for their affair. 

A simple method of accustoming 
people to insist upon and look for a 
hashgacha would be to place cards 
on every table at every affair stating 
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The certificate was actually a faxed letter from a 
Kashrus organization, which stated that the catering 
hall was under their constant supervision, and signed 
by the Rav Hamachshir(the rabbi in charge of the 
organization). An odd postscript pointed out that if 
people want the Kashrus organization to supervise 
their affair, they should make appropriate 
arrangements with the caterer at the time that they 
sign the contract with him. 

under whose hashgacha the affair is. 
If people know to look for the cards, 
the ba'alei simchawould be certain to 
make the proper arrangements. 

The Chafetz Chaim, ?"lit, (Bei'ur 
Halacha, Orach Chaim 428) in decrying 
the practice of certain people to leave the 
shul before the Torah reading of the 
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Tochacha (admonitions in Parshiyos 
Bechukosai and KiSovoJ offers an inter~ 
esting parable: A certain person was 
warned by his acquaintances not to 
travel on a particular path which was fall 
of ditches, traps, and other hazards. The 
man responded, "I'm not afraid of the 
dangers because I haoe a thick blindfold, 
which I plan on using; it will prevent me 
from seeing any obstacles. That way, 
even in the event that I do stumble and 
injure myself, chalila, people will not 
make Jim of me, because I will have a 
good excuse-/ was blindfoided!" 

The Chafetz Chaim observed: Can 
there be any greater insanity than this at
t.itw::le? To the contrary-the more tightly 
he covers his eyes, the greater are his 
chances of risking iryury, and the more 
foolish he is perceived to be by others .... 

The same can be said of one's atti
tude towards Kashrus. Some people 
take the "ostrich approach" and stick 
their heads in the sand thinking that 
if they do not ask too many questions 
nor do too much investigating, every
thing is 0.K. As the expression goes: 
"Oib menfregt nisht iz Kosher." (If you 
don't ask a shay/a, it will never be
come treif.) 

1bis reasoning, though, is as ludi
crous as the person who planned on 
blindfolding himself. As difficult as it 
is to observe the intricate laws of 
kashrus when one maintains a strict 
vigilance. it is infinitely more difficult 
when one chooses to ignore any poten
tial problems by not asking questions 
and not demanding strict hashgacha. 

Perhaps I am naive. However, I 
do not perceive the content of 
this article to be the stuff of a 

major expose'. I do not believe that 
any great fraud is willfully being per
petrated on the Kosher consumer. A 
lack of communication, however, can 
sometimes lead to situat;ons in which 
people take things for granted and, in 
the process, sacrifice the high stan
dards they set for themselves and ex
pect from others. If people become a 
little more aware of these problems 
because of this article, then it will 
have been a worthwhile literary effort. 

In the merit of maintaining the 
same exacting standards of kashrus 
at our affairs as we do in our homes 
we will be assured that every affair 
will be a true Se'udas Mitzva. • 
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Am1c1PATTNG Rosn HASHANA: TURNING OvER A NEW LEAF 

DEFtNINGTHE TURF Baruch Hashem we have seen an 
increase in this kind offastidiousness 

•·m·· ; •• )gse yqtir eyes and think of a in our Torah conununity, in dramatic 
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dl'essed lnparticularly modestclllth" j:ience no longer cons!dered revalu
ing, usually sporting a beard, with · tionary, but the norm. To be a 
tZi1Zis dangling at his sides. medakdeik-and tisk betng branded 

As a consumer, the medakdeikde- afrumak, to boot-in this. climate .is 
mands the highest standards in actually a Herculean accomplish-
kashrus, and is very discerning on a ment, if you think about it. 
whole range of kashrus- related laws 
and customs. Cholov Yisroel is a 
given. Newly marketed insect-free ' 
produce has been added as a staple 
of the Kosher consumer's shopping 
list, thanks to the medakdeik's ef
forts, With yoslwnand pas palter shel 
Yistoel (Jewish commercial baked
goods) as candidates for movement 
from status as a machrnb's must to 
the medakdeik's.· The medakdeik is 
devoted to Torah study, as he is to 
tefilla-a long Shemoneh Esrei being 
his hallmark. 

Rabbi Schonfeld is Assistant Rabbi of the Young 
, , }~t,a'11 of_Kew Gatdens Hills {N.Y.) and :rabbltiic co

••rdlllljt6r.(<>J" the UOJCAKa<iliruth Department 

BROADENINGTHEPAQAMETERS 

W heth. e.r.;we cons1qefo11r
selvesitredakdekim or not, 
I believe we can all learn 

fromthem.After all, we all should be 
pa.yingattention t() many of the areas 
in which .the medakdeik Invests an 
extra sense of priotily. Dress codes, 
eating habits, devotion to Torah and 
its mlt2oos are what distinguish the 
observant Jew from his less-con
cerned brother. 

I would like to propose-believe it 
or not-that we broaden our aware
ness of what being a medakdeik (fas
tidiousness) truly entails. Did you 

Rabbi Joel Schonfeld 

evetthinkofamedakdeikasonewho 
is extra meticulous in financial mat~ 
ters? Have you ever said: 'Wow! that 
feJ1ow is so exacting in hi~ ntitztJailpc 
sezyance, ·he wouldn'tdre!jm of en
rollin!l ln a. financial assistance pro
gram he wasn't entitled tol"?-or 
'That Woman is so jrwn. she would 
never think of passing her child as 
younger th.an he is to avoid paymg a 
subway.fare." How about: "Oh yes, 
surely you can buy a used car from 
that fellow. After all, he's medakdeik 
bemlt2oos. In fact. some people would 
call him a realfrumak!" 

Why do we not employ the above 
descnptives in regard to the extra pi· 
ous amongst us?This is not to imply 
that as a rule the medakdekim are 
not scrupulous in money matters. 
Being medakdeik bemitzvos ipso 
fa.ctn, entails being no less meticulous 
In this area than in the rest of the 613 
mitzl!OS. The point, however, is that 
1 A machmir is someone who adopts stringencies 
as a matter of choice. even when not compelled to 
by halachic guidelines. 'these are-n:ot to be cott
fused with thefrumak-a person_ who is demon
stratively religious, to an excess. This sobrtquet is 
often more of a reflection of the tolerance level of 
the person mouthing the description than it is of 
the person it is meant to cliaracterize. One man's 
ftumakis_another's medakdeik 



for too many of us ordinary folks, 
business integrity is not a defining 
factor in higher religiosity. 

A PAINFUL QUESTION 

few weeks ago I was asked a 
painful question for which I 
ound myself groping to find an 

answer. "Brad" and "Jessica," a couple 
with whom we are close, became baalei 
teshuvasix years ago. Embracing their 
commitment to a new life while ap
proaching their 40's, the couple sacri
ficed many of the pleasures to which 

Did you ever think of a medakdeik as one who is 
extra meticulous in financial matters? Have you ever 
said: "That woman is so Frum, she would never think 
of passing her child as younger than he is to avoid 
paying a subway fare." How about: "Oh yes, surely 
you can buy a used car from that fellow. After all, 
he's medakdeik bemitzvos. In fact, some people 
would call him a real frumak!" 
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they had become accustomed. Family 
ties, as well, were strained as a result 
of their foray into Torah living. Thank 
G-d, thecouple'schildrenmadethead
justment quite well. To date, the couple 
remain finn in their commitment to re
ligious life, with Brad ("Call me 
'Baruch'") sporting a "black hat" and 
Jessica ("Yehudit, if you please'1 ac
cepting all that is required of the mod
est Jewish woman. 

Baruch, who works for a govern
ment-supported agency, called me in 
exasperation. He is astounded by the 
occasional incident of impropriety to 
which some Orthodox clients resort 
to become eligible for programs of
fered by his agency. 

When I explained that this unfor
tunately is one of the darker sides to 
human nature, and this behavior is 
not unique to Orthodox Jews, he re
sponded with the painfully obvious: 
"But shouldn't a Torah way of life 
bring us above human nature?" 

Admittedly, the question left me 
frozen in my tracks. 

After all, haven't we as Torah Jews 
excelled in so many important areas? 
Our commitment to family values, our 
sacrifice in educating and raising our 
children. our modesty in dress and be
havior, the unparalleled scope of our 
charity and brotherly support make us 
exemplary in humanitarian endeavors. 
Why, then, are we not the standard 
bearers in matters of fiscal propriety? 

It's not so, you say! Dare not discuss 
this pubUcly! you insist. But can we 
escape this reality when newspapers 
have already made the case public? 

Thus my rallymg cry-let's create a 
new expanded image of the medakdeiJd 
Let us learn to associate the medakdeik 
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with the highest standards of fiscal in
tegrity. When we aspire to be like the 
extremely pious individuals whom we 
admire, let us know that this includes 
being very wary of midvar shekker 
tirchak. Yes. let us become the type of 
people from whom one can buy a used 
car with no worries. 

The method? Simple. It's a matter 
of mastering that obscure division of 
Shulchwi Aruch known as Choshen 
Mishpat-the laws pertaining to fi
nancial matters-and adhering to its 
guidelines. 

A SYLLABUS FOR INTEGRITY 

I f we take this challenge sertously. 
we should think ahead. and help 
our children accept the domi

nance of Choshen Mishpat in their 
dealings. And this should begin very 
early in their lives. 

From pre-school through high 

If we take this challenge 
seriously, we should 
think ahead, and help 
our children accept the 
dominance of Choshen 
Mishpat in their 
dealings. And this 
should begin very early 
in their lives. 

school. every Jewish child is taught a 
vast array of Jewish subjects. 
Chumash, RashL Mishna, Talmud, 
Tanach and Halacha make up the 
basics of any yeshiva or day school 
cuniculum. 

Halacha includes for the most part 
Drach Chaim-the laws dealing with 
our daily activities and holidays-as 
well as some YorehDe'ah--laws deal
ing with Kashrus. Beyond doubt. the 
developing child should be familiar 
with laws of berachos, Shema, 
Shabbos, Kashrus, etc .. but what 
about the intricacies of the laws of 
theft? lf'Thou Shalt Not Steal" is im-

portant enough to make the Ten 
Commandments. shouldn't it be 
given a place in the Yeshiva syllabus? 

Babba Kama and Babba Metzia 
are two favorite tractates in yeshiva 
circles, but the resultant applied laws 
in monetary matters. derived from 
these very volumes. are known to very 
few. How many of us are sensitized to 
the fact that geneivas Akum-misap
proprtating non-Jewish money-is 
prohibited by Torah law according to 
most Rishonim. and is certainly pro
hibited according to Rabbinic law? A 
quick glance at Choshen Mishpat 

(348) makes that quite clear. (See also 
KitzurShulch=Aruch, 182:1.) 

We must begin to teach our chil
dren, beginning with Kindergarten, 
the importance of fiscal integrity as 
seen through the eyes of halacha The 
part of Kitzur Shulchwi Aruch that 
contains a brtef digest of the laws 
codified in Choshen Mishpat should 
be taught in every yeshiva and girls' 
school. 

There are so many anecdotal les
sons that Rebbeim or moros can gar
ner from the Chumash and its tradi
tional commentaries that currently 

TEflLLIN: 
AN ILLUSTRATED GUIDE 
hy Moslre Clranina Neiman 

:• . w~~~~~~~·t%i~~#~.ii§~i-·:: ··1 
P!l'tefil.linf<rr mi;:f~tt"P\:f qttl'jt;. >+ 
19,QQl),IJ-i t!W~~~~ i~<J,~~~It~i?•'•· 

}~~pi,ll\.l?~~\¢p~ij:l~~l'\t~I :ii'! ;\ 
~e'!Y i;p~~£~·!'P!-'~f11:!Prll%ie:+ ·: . 
'l;!lqfl.~~,~~~~~IT';~! a ;!\ 
.. l'f9~~-~{J~m11.m~ll~?•r ? • 

•·•··········.:··•·<•:•·:.·•·?•••:·.:·••.·•·······•::•·.: .. ····•·•.•······· /.·•:•·•·••.····· .. •:·•~l'\t?9,tlleyqqJ'IS\st?l'fW~t)L••: 
16ih~¥!1~n~ll.?.•~?TI•·~··lll~Y~.?!'g1.~?~~E~~!l~'l1J.11~ .••••. xr\/X• 
1~~1!1l1r1~tc····•·········· i ) <>•·· .. •<()iL > < hii .> >/•ii·Ti . 

.... ~EFl~f,l~'~'l;LU5~1'El) (Jmq~ l'\J'IS'A\~~s tll~~i;.~.?>rn~Y .. Plh~~- } ..•. 
9w~~liqt1~ p·~_i:irga~~~··•.c:leillj• ll.lld ~qJ1?spp~11e~. AJi?•••!h~·J~''* 
is ~~~7~~~~~r~7~7~~m~' i11~~~~~~n~~?gn1~;~~-~1~1 .•.• • 

~~re•i~.fl~PK lhatis as ·•~t.trl'\~!rit ~s it!~ f1~l'\rtl~a.1'. .f?~ ,SS:~?~t,/> 
~~,qr~tuj:t~f!I;. for stuj:tyq~ 9U\c~ ~e}li~?!cat;•••il .• gifl!P~~P)/X>< 
YO!-l~~·g~jg107B?.7}'!.)~5l1~~w.:~~ti~i~~~' • r -ii 

1\rterreai:Jjngth.ls .i!IUSll'ated guide;ypur tefdlin1"'i)Lsiltlpl}' never. · 
lqol{ihe same lb yori••a,grurL 

The Jewish Observer, September 1995 31 



are being ignored ... like hidden gems 
awaiting discovery. For example, 
Ras hi in Bereishis ( 13, 7) explains the 
dispute between the shepherds of 
Avraham and the shepherds of Lot as 
centering around Avraham's objec
tion to grazing livestock in other 
people's fields. This should serve as a 
ringing message as to how careful a 
Torah-observant person must be 

With rigorous attention 

to making Choshen 
Mishpatuppermost in 

our list of priorities, we 

can succeed in 

becoming the definitive 

medakdeik bemitzvos
one for all the world to 

admire ... and maybe 

even emulate. 

with the property of others, no mat
ter how petty the loss may be. 

An even more poignant Rashi (on 
Devarim 25, 17) explains the juxtapo
sition of the laws of business ethics 
with the commandment to recall the 
wicked history of Amalek. If Jews are 
not scrupulous in their business eth
ics, notes RashL then we must be 
concerned about the aggression of 
our enemies. Not Kashrus, not 
Shabbos, not political affiliations, but 
fiscal matters determine whether 
Jews can feel secure in their environs. 

Simply stated, we must find the 
means of teaching our children (and 
ourselves) that treating matters of 
money with absolute integrity is just 
as R.C. (Religiously Correct) as Glatt 
Kosher, Cholov Yisroel, separate 
swimming, shemura matza and a 
subscription to the Yated Ne'emon. 

With rigorous attention to making 
Choshen Mishpat uppermost in our 
list of priorities. we can succeed in be
coming the definitive medakdeik 
bemitzvos-one for all the world to ad
mire ... and maybe even emulate. • 
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ANnc1PATING Rosn HASHANA: TURNING OVER A NEw LEAF 

The "Somebody Else" Syndrome 

Af
ng "somebody else" to do 

ur job is more than just tak
the lazy way out. It's evad

ing responsibility. Every Yorn Kippur, 
when we ask mechilafor sins commit
ted bifrikas ot we include the ten
dency to shirk burdens. 

The January, 1994, issue of The 
Jewish Obseroer drew our attention 
to a recent work of popular fiction 
that presented unflattertng pictures 
ofjrumJews ("Acts of the Unfaithful," 
by Rabbi Fyvel Shuster). There ap
pears now to be a genre of popular 
novels with a so-called Orthodox Jew
ish setting in which both we and our 
religion are portrayed through the 
distorting lens of the authors' own ig
norant. secular perspective. 

"Somehow, the Torah community 
must find in its midst talented indi
viduals who will be able to 'stir the 
emotions and spirit' of the rapidly 
shrinking Jewish population with 
images of kedusha. If we write ar
ticles ... and fiction that will only be 
read by our community, we are sur
rendertng the global battlefield to our 
enemies," writes Rabbi Shuster. (He 
offers a further suggestion, which I'll 
address later.) 

Mrs.Meyer. a published writer. lives in Manches
ter. England. An occasional conttibutorto the Jew
ish TribW1e, this is her first appearance tn these 
pages. 

How does a writer of 
unproven ability break 
into the heady world of 
best-sellers, and with an 
honestly Frum book, as well? 
Perhaps, I thought, I might 
prepare the ground with an 
ordinary but relatively 
"kosher" secular novel-a 
Georgian romance a la 
Georgette Heyer. If that 
sold, my name might be 
established enough to 
ease the publication of a 
second novel, on an 
Orthodox theme. 

Rabbi Shuster is soliciting writers 
for a popular novel in which Orthodox 
Jewry is presented a little more 
sanely. Here. "somebody else" is jus
tified: we need an experienced writer 
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HenyeMeyer 

capable of producing such a book. 
It's been well over a year since the 

article appeared. Apparently, writers 
are also not immune to the "some
body else" syndrome. I had delayed 
ten years before writing Crocodile Is
land (ArtScroll, 1982) because I was 
waiting for somebody better qualified 
to produce a good, honest, Jewish 
adolescents' novel. It seems that all 
the baalei teshuva who were ex-jour
nalism majors are not racing to v.rr:ite 
the great Jewish novel. They too are 
waitingfor somebody better qualified. 

Rabbi Shuster's article, therefore, 
was addressing me. But how does a 
writer of unproven ability break into 
the heady world of best-sellers, and 
with an honestly .frum book, as well? 
Perhaps, I thought, I might prepare 
the ground with an ordinary but rela
tively "kosher" secular novel-a Geor
gian romance a la Georgette Heyer. If 
that sold, my name might be estab
lished enough to ease the publication 
of a second novel, on an Orthodox 
theme. Advised by a literary agent to 
read a recent, hugely popular histori
cal romance "to show you how to 
pitch it," I found myself holding a 
book thicker than my Webster's dic
tionary and heavy enough for a door
stop. That was about all it was good 
for, too. Plot: feeble. Premise: full of 
holes. Characterization: almost nil. 
So what did it have? It was very ex
plicit. 
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I gave up on my secular novel. I 
can't wrtte what I can't read. And it 
seems I can't sell (in the secular 
world) the sort of book I can wrtte. 

Unexceptional, Unacceptable 

0 ne celebrated novelist is well
known as a committed Or
thodoxJew. His books, how

ever, are almost all thoroughly im
proper. Despite this discouraging 
record, I thought that perhaps his 
most recent novel might be an excep
tion: it had a Jewish theme, the au
thor is now an older man, and his ex
pectations for Amelican Jewry have 
been confounded by the Torah 
community's vibrant growth. I was 
wrong. The novel is hopelessly im
moral. Worse, it presents Orthodoxy 
as the refuge only of physical and 
spiritual clipples. 

While I do not claim that only sa
lacious novels will sell, it cannot be 
denied that an explicit novel's sales 
potential is higher than a clean one's. 
If in addition you have a touch of the 
exotic-like colortng the background 
Chassidic-you may have a winner. 
Truth can't compete. Publishers con
fronted with unsolicited novels will 
make the safer choice. They are in the 
business to make a profit. not a moral 
statement. 

Unfortunately, so are the authors 
of these lunatic books. Even if we 
were able to educate them, they'd 

keep on, as even that committed Jew
ish author has done, wrtting the same 
idiocy, because truth does not pay fat 
royalty checks. 

But one cannot ask afrumauthor 
to wrtte a dirty book just to reach the 
public. And a clean book will have to 
be far. far better than the general 

I gave up on my secular 

novel. I can't write what I 
can't read. And it seems 

I can't sell (in the secular 

world) the sort of book I 
can write. 

standard to achieve publication. The 
conclusion? Nobody is going to wrtte 
the pro-Orthodox popular novel. 

"Somebody" equals "nobody." 

lfyou Can't Write the Message, 
Try Living It 

I f the pro-Orthodox novel is not go 
ing to appear, it does not mean we 
have no defense against libellous 

portraits. But it does mean that we 
cannot depend on "somebody else" to 
do the job. 

Rabbi Shuster continues. "We 

PRINCIPAL 
WANTED 
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Prestigious girls high school in suburban 
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principal for Limudei Kodesh department starting 
school year l"l'Vli /57 57. 

Please send resume to: 
The Jewish Observer 

Box600 
84William Street, New York, NY 10038 
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must switch from a reactive mode, 
where we protest negative stereotyp
ing after it has occurred. to a preemp
tive mode, where through our per
sonal contacts ... we encourage the 
innate Jewish desire to meet a com
munity ofliving Kiddush Hashem" 

We may not be able to do much 
about the theological misinformation 
these books purvey, but presenting 
an attractive tmage is certainly within 
our reach. Distorted though the pic
tures may be, there is a germ of truth 
in many of them. 

• How do we behave in line? If 
there's a long line and nothing can be 
done, instead of complaining. do we 
think of making a joke and easing the 
tension? 

• The Rosh Yeshiva of the Chevron 
Yeshiva once said that one's face was 
public property and one had a duty 
to present a pleasant expression to 
the world. Do we do it? 

"Havei mekabeil es kol ha'adam 
b'seiver panim yafos .... " Carry it fur
ther. Smile at people, even if you don't 
know them. Yes, even in New York. 
Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai used to 
smile and greet everybody he met, 
Jew or Gentile. He lived in 
Yerushalayim and the streets were 
full of people. Isn't a permanent grin 
on your face better than a sign say
ing "Closed''? 

• Be there when nobody else is. Be 
considerate. Hold the swinging door 
open. Help the shikseh push her 
grandfather's wheelchair up the 
ramp. Give your seat up on the bus 
(tlite, but appreciated!). Pay your bills 
on time. Let somebody with only two 
items go to the check-out clerk before 
you, if you aren't in a hurry. Take an 
egg-timer to Parents' Evening in 
school to make sure you don't kvetch 
or kveU overtime. 

• For some reason, cars encourage 
selfish behavior. For instance. why 
should you double- or tliple-park just 
because you need to dash into a shop 
for a moment? Why are you so much 
more important than the seventeen 
people your car is inconveniencing? 
And while we're on the subject, block
ing the entire road by stopping your 
car to talk with your friend in a car 
facing the opposite direction also 
doesn't contlibute to the non-Ortho
dox onlooker's opinion ofjiv.mJews. 
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Especially at traffic lights. 
•And how do you treat your clean

ing lady? 
Menshlichkeit is the best kind of 

public relations there is. Yet often, the 
more "heimish" the community, the 
less of it one finds. In some circles, 
manners and politeness are actually 

all the outreach programs combined. 
Further, fewer non-observant Jews 
are encountering the Orthodox com
munity because they've moved away 
from traditional Jewish areas. 

Neither of these facts absolves us 
from acting tn a Torah manner for the 
benefit of the people we do encounter 

For some reason, cars encourage selfish behavior. 
For instance, why should you double- or triple-park 
just because you need to dash into a shop for a 
moment? Why are you so much more important than 
the seventeen people your car is inconveniencing? 

considered goyish. 
Some years ago I attended a religious 

wedding at which the waiters were also 
observant Jews. 'The women at my table 
(they didn't act like ladles} were de
manding, unaccommodating, and impo
lite to the waiter. Embarrassed by their 
behavior, I tried to counter their unpleas
antness by being as obliging as I could. 
Midway through the meal, the waiter 
leaned down and said to me, "Tell me, 
are you a baalas teshuva ?" 

I thought about my clothes (another 
lady, of impeccable yichus, had the 
same dress}, my sheitel (the sheitel
macher accused me of wanting to look 
like a BubbyJ, my makeup (invisible}
the disguise seemed complete. 'Why?" I 
asked. 

"You are, aren't you?" he persisted. 
"Come on, tell me." 

I caved in. "All right, I am," I admit
ted. "But how could you tell?" 

"You're too polite," he said smugly. 
What if the waiter had been non

frum, or non-Jewish? We can't blame 
people for painting pictures we don't 
like if we supply the Paint-by-Num
ber kit. 

Maybe we should all go out and 
join the Boy Scouts. Remember? 
"Helpful, fuendly, courteous .... " 

Good for the Jews, 
And Goodfor You 

I t cannot be denied. As Rabbi 
Shuster potnts out, one popular 
novel reaches more people than 

(to say nothing of the benefit to our
selves). Our literature is full of stories 
of the single non-Jew, or non-frum 
Jew, who benefitted from some ex
ample of Jewish menshlichkeit, and 
who thereafter rose to power and re
turned the favor at the crucial mo
ment. You never know .... 

And what about the people we 
can't reach?What about the potential 
baalel teshuva who are being dis
couraged by these anti-Torah novels? 

Teshuva is an independent deci
sion taken by each searching 
neshama. By our own behavior we 
can make Torah attractive to those 
we meet. But presenting the oppor
tunity for teshuva-for people we 

FOR 

THE FINEST 

AND VIDEO 

usAIISRAEL 
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reach or for those we can't-is 
Hashem's domain. We can only have 
emuna that He tailors the opportunity 
toalloweachneshamathemaxjmum 
tnducement to choose a life of Torah. 
Baalei teshuva become.frwn for the 
weirdest reasons, and "because it felt 
good" comes high on the list. I am 
confident that at least one baal 
teshuva has chosen Torah through 
havtng read a popular novel we could 
have sworn would turn away the 
most ardent of searchers, despite the 
distorted images, despite the per
verted theology, and despite the bi
zarre plots. 

And that's where we come in. 
We have to be there to show those 

baa1ei teshuva the real thing. We have 
to demonstrate what true Yiddishkeit 
is, not only in learning or keeping 
Shabbos or in leading morally upright 
lives, but in that special quality Torah 
is expected to engender: in 
menschlichkeit. We can't leave that to 
"somebody else." 

There isn't a "somebody else." 
There's just us. • 

The Service and Thrift Relocation Service 
wil! reduce your moving cost at least 42% on 
moves within the Continental U.S. For information 
and a free estimate call Cindy, CORD northAmerican: 

1-800-873-2673 

<= northAmerican~ 
VAN UNtS/AG[Nl 
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Tie best defense is the offense, 
they say. But how assertively 

efensive can one be before be
coming unacceptably offensive? 

For generations, a Jew that mar
ried out of the faith was ostracized 
from the community. He or she, act
ing in violation of halacha. turned his 
or her back on family, community, 

and Am YisroeL and launched a new 
family that severed all Hes with the 
past. For the parents of the intermar -
ried to sit Shiva was not over-reaction 
or hyperbole. It expressed the mourn
ing and despair that blanketed their 
senses: This particular branch of the 
family tree will no longer blossom It is 
deadwood. 
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Tragically, these past thirty years 
have seen an explosive growth in in
termarriage rates, with each segment 
of the Jewish community responding 
to the crisis in its own unique fash
ion. The liberals, whose definitions of 
Jewishness and guidelines for Jewish 
practice are fluid, are scrambling in 
erery which way to replenish losses 
from mixed-marriages, and have em
barked on aggressive "outreach" pro
grams that have abdicated all bound
aries in favor of unqualified inclusive
ness. Indeed, most readers of JO 
would be shocked at the large num
ber of intermarried Jews (as well as 
many of their non-Jewish partners) 
who are leaders in national Jewish 
organizations, officers in local 
Temples and spokesmen for numer
ous Jewish concerns. 

By contrast, Orthodox rabbis have 
cont;nued to roundly condemn inter -
marriage, but at the same t;me have 
been forced to grapple with the 
changing nature of those who marry 
out. No longer do their actions neces
sarily bespeak defiance. In fact, the 
decision to marry out may not even 
represent surrender of convictions to 
the demands of the heart. In many 
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Somewhere in the never-never land between 

facing the facts as they are and denying sanction 

to intermarrying couples is the practice of 

publishing announcements of the marriages of 

mixed couples in local Jewish newspapers. 

Jonathan S. Tobin, editor of The Jewish Ledger of 

West Hartford, Connecticut, decided that a 

marriage between a Jew and a non-Jew may be 

"facts on the ground" but is not" a Jewish 

simcha," and therefore does not merit to be listed 

in the Ledger. 

cases it flows naturally from an egali
tarian, liberal upbringing in a society 
without barriers. So an Orthodox 
rabbi must at times offer counsel to 
the occasional intermarried couple 
who are searching honestly for Jew
ish roots: yet never would he want to 
give any hint of sanction to the mar
riage itself. 

IntheNeve~NeverLand 

of Publishing 

S omewhere in the never-never 
land between facing the facts 
as they are and denying sanc

tion to intermarrying couples is the 
practice of publishing announce
ments of the marriages of mixed 
couples in local Jewish newspapers. 
Jonathan S. Tobin, editor of The Jew· 
ish Ledger of West Hartford, Con
necticut, decided that a marriage be
tween a Jew and a non..Jew may be 
"facts on the ground" but is not "a 
Jewish simcha," and therefore does 
not merit to be listed in the Ledger. As 
a result of his editorial statement to 
that effect, a harsh, divisive dispute 
broke out in the Ledger's pages, to the 
point where Charyl Krause, an 

avowed Presbyterian-uncon
verted-and married to a Jewish 
man, bewailed the fact that after 
years offeeling at home in the Jewish 
community, things are not the same: 
"Now a wall has come up and I'm no 
longer accepted." No retreat or apol
ogy. Just angry, hurt complaint. 

LS 
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The story was picked up by The 
New York Times (July 13, '95), 
where it merited front-page, Section 
B. treatment. According to the 
Times story: 

"'The paper, which has a circulation 
of about 30, 000 and editions in four 
Connecticut cities, has received dozens 
ofletters including, Mr. Tobin said, more 
nasty ones than he has euer seen. (One 
wished for his skin to fall a.ff from lep
rosy.) Some rabbis, whose congrega
tions include inteifailh couples, have pri· 
vately called to offer praise. The incident 
became a topic of heated discussion in 
synagogues across Connecticut. What 
prompted him to address the issue was 
a wedding announcement accompanied 
by a picture of a couple posed in front of 
a Christmas tree. 

"I couldn•t believe my eyes," Mr. 
Tobin said. In the editorial, Mr. Tobin 
wrote. "I can't see into that young 
couple's hearts, but with such a picture, 
am I really supposed to think that they 
want to be part of an unbroken chain of 
Jewish life that will stretch to the ji.tture? 

"Tile future of American Jewry is a 

USA&CANADA 
Toll Free: (1) 800·938·5000 

IN NY: 212·629·6090 
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proposition that we are voting on with 
our own behavior. My feeling is th.at if 
you are voting no, even if you wish the 
rest of us well, then I am under no obli
gation to treat your simcha as one the 
community should celebrate." 

The Issue Continued 
To Make Waves 

T:e issue continued to make 
waves. including a feature 

tory in JTA, as well as a col
umn in the Times by William Safire. 
After expressing dismay over the at-

Dear Yad Eliezer, 
So much is spent 
to make a memorable affair, 
The photographer, the band, 
the makeup ... and the hair. 
Sheva Brachos outfits, 
a bracelet and a setting, 
without a diamond ring 
can there be a wedding? 
The list is endless ... 
cufflinks and a tie 
The budgets overdrawn, 
and there's so much still to buy. 
You've given us opportunity 
to really comprehend -
the value of $1000 
and how much we overspend!! 
There's great pleasure in knowing 
another couple will dance too. 
Your work is tremendous 
How can we thank you? 

Sincerely, 
Mimi and Dovid 

trition of the Jewish community 
through intermaniage, Safire right
fully pointed out that only strong re
ligious education and a vibrant fam
ily life that reverberates with Jewish 
experiences and values can keep 
Jewry alive. So far, so good. But 
along the way, Safire comments, 
"The answer Ito keeping Jewry vi
able! ... is not in editors malting those 
who intermarry feel like outcasts, or 
in rabbis setting unenforceable con
ditions about children's upbringing 
before performing weddings. That 
negative strategy just does not work. 

Thii -poem, was teceived by Ytl<} Elk~ter-alo_ngv;jth a _weddit,i'g sponsorship. 
You t(}() can-changethe life of a soon to be married couplel 

Sponsor a_Yad EliezerWedding-,-_ Imagine haw much nlore beautiful 
yout own ;we.dding will he. 

Thti Gitty Perkowski Simcha Fund of Yael Elieier 

Rablii at'td Mis."Zevi T:renk 
1586 E. 9th St. 
Brooklyn; N.Y. 11230 

Mr. and Mrs. Zolly Tropper 
1102 E, 26th Sb 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11210 

Wedding sponsorships are $1000 for a whole 
wedding and $5()() for a half of a wedding. 
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Instead, a positive way to preserve 
Jewish identity is to emphasize reli
gious study, with greater under
standing of its symbols and ritual. 
That's why the Reform movement is 
becomlng more traditional, and why 
the Orthodox minority is gaining 
strength." 

Sorry, Safire. On the point of avoid
ing negativity you are wrong. As 
Tobin himself-a Conservative Jew. 
at that-said in a subsequent letter to 
the Times (July 24), "The Ledger is 
not malting anyone an 'outcast.' It is 
malting a statement about what we 
feel is, and is not, appropriate for in
clusion in a weekly Jewish newspa
per. Announcements that flaunt the 
non-Jewish nature of an event are in
appropriate for our publication. The 
message we would send by printing 
... [announcements on mixed mar
riages] would be approval of a trend 
that is halving our population." 

THE ISSUE .. .AND JO 

Wlat has this brouhaha to 
o with The Jewish Ob

rver? Plenty. First, it 
brings home to the reader how 
widespread intermarriage has be
come, crossing the line from unac
ceptable, beyond the tolerable, to 
being a contender for community 
celebration, ., .. ,. Furthermore, an 
editor of a Jewish newspaper in an 
old, established, falr-sized Jewish 
community can actually come un
der fire for drawing a line between 
tolerance and celebration. 

We've all been strong on respect
ing the fortress-like nature of that 
line. (In fact, we would move inter
maniage a few spaces over, totally 
excluding it from tolerance, as well.) 
But is that enough? How much are 
we doing to prevent more people 
from becomlng ciphers in the rising 
intermaniage statistics? How many 
of us are putting money, heart, ef
fort, or concern into re-uniting our 
straying brethren and their heri
tage? To what extent are we involved 
in active kiruv and generous sup
port of its front-line workers? Of 
course, the "left hand must reject." 
But that is meaningful only when 
done in concert with "the right hand 
drawing others near." • 
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I SECOND 
LOOKS 

Who Pays the Renn 
Beyond Section Eight 

I n a sparkling monologue pub
lished in The Jewish Week last 
winter. a resident of Manhattan's 

West Side ('The Sodom and Gomorrah 
of Jewish liberalism," in the author's 
words) Wlites how he, along with two 
fellow Ramaz alumni, had always felt 
himself on the crest of the wave of Mod
em Orthodoxy. They all relished their 
forays into the stimulating and gratify
ing expertences offered by the secular 
world. Each of the three made his mark 
in his chosen profession or business 
venture, and each of the three is 
blessed with progeny that cast their lot 
With the "dreamy-eyed," learning-fo
cused yeshiva world with nary a 
thought. it seems, for either the beck
oning matertal delights of life or imme
diate concerns over earning a liveli
hood. Torah lishmi:r-Torah study for 
its own sake-is the bread. butter, and 
marmalade of their lives, and Lake
wood-Mir-Brisk is the locus of their ex
istence. "From Box Seats to Black 
Hats," he tellingly called the piece. 

The good-naturedly self-deprecat
ing piece resonates With the alumni's 
begrudging pride in their children's 

life-decision: All in all, a gracious. witty 
confessional ... almost. The element of 
doubt is thrown in with a few 
gratuttious snide-isms, 1 and a zinger 
of a closing line: "If our married sons 
spend open-ended years in Kolle!,. .. 
who the heck is gotng to pay the rent?" 

The line is a sure winner in the 
chuckles department, but does it 
mean that the author is still proud 
and delighted?-or does it antici
pate a weariness over being saddled 
With "paying the rent" for endless 
years ahead? 

It is a question that begs to be ad
dressed, but it seems fair that the au
thor-and those who nod in agree
ment with his apparent concern over 
the direction of things-know that 
he's not the first one to ask it. 

1 For example: ~Is this good for the Jews, or bad? Is 
it really the replacement of the destroyed learning 
of the Holocaust, or is it the infantiallzation of a 
whole generation? Is it the vanguard of a new gen
eration ofTorah sages or the biggest escape route 
since spring break at Fort Lauderdale? Maybe the 
whole thing is their mother's fault.·· 

I 

years ago, when the late Albert 
Einstein was a permanent fix-
ture on the Princeton campus, 

as part of an on-going think-tank, a 
visitor once came upon this wh1te
maned, crinkly-eyed figure, wearing 
his trademark turtle-neck sweater, 
puffing his ever-present pipe. 

"Who's that character?" he asked 
his tour guide. 

"Oh, one of the most profound 
thinkers to !read this earth." 

"Wow! But what does he do for a 
living? Does he lecture? Does he pub
lish? Is he one of those paid consult
ants that flies all over the globe on 
trouble-shooting missions?" 

"Are you kidding? That would be a 
waste of his talent. A drain on his 
time!" 

"Uh ... then what does he do to pay 
his rent?" 

About 130 years ago, Reb 
Eliezer Gordon-eventually to 
gain fame as Rav of Telshe, 

where he became known as Reb 
Eliezer Hagadol-was studying in a 
Kolle! in Kovna. The temporal needs 
of his growing family were being met, 
thanks to the support of his Wife's 
parents, Rabbi Avrohom Yitzchok 
Navietzky, who was a Dayan in 
Kovna, and his Rebbetzin. 

On two occasions, representatives 
of respected towns-first Aleksash, 
then Aishishok-asked Rabbi 
Yitzchok Elchonon Spektor, the re
vered Kovna Rav, for a recommenda
tion for a competent candidate to fill 
the position of dayan for their Kehilla 
Both times he recommended Reb 
Eliezer Gordon. When approached by 



the delegations, "Reb Lazer" replied 
that his primary goal at the time was 
to grow as much as possible in his 
Talmudic studies. This sole pursuit, 
however, was at the pleasure of his in
laws. Should they deem it time for 
him to move on to a position, he 
would act accordingly. 

The delegations each consulted 
the Dayan, who expressed his de
light with the status quo, for the 
zechus (merit) it gave him of sup
porting his son-in-law as he contin
ued to develop as a talmid chacham. 
After the delegation from Aishishok 
left, Reb Avrohom Yitzchok's 
Rebbetzin protested: "Why 
shouldn't our Lazer have a promi
nent position? You're robbing him of 
a rare opportunity!" 

"If you insist," replied Reb 
Avrohom Yitzchok. ''I'll defer to the 
next request that comes our way." 

Shortly thereafter, a delegation 
from Kelm approached Reb 
Yitzchok Elchonon, who recom
mended Reb Lazer, who in tum re
ferred the invitation to his father-in
law. This time Reb Avrohom 

Buy a luxurious ::\ 
-toasty-

PIERRE CARDIN 
WlHTEll COAT 

for only 
5210 

Before departing for 
Kelm, Reb Lazer Gordon 
and his family thanked 
the Dayan for his years 
of generous support. 
"You don't have to thank 
me," said Reb Avrohom 
Yitzchok. 'Who knows 
who did more for 
whom-I for you, or you 
for me." 

Yitzchok acceded to their request. 
Before departing for Kelm, Reb 
Lazer and his family thanked the 
Dayan for his years of generous 
support. 

"You don't have to thank me," said 
Reb Avrohom Yitzchok. "Who knows 
who did more for whom-I for you, or 
you for me." 

Reb Lazer took note of the humble 
response, and thought of it as a gra-

Considering a move 
toMOIYSEY? 
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for careful attention to your 
individual needs, call us today! 

(914) 354-8445 

cious send-off. 
Until the next day, when their 

loaded wagon was interrupted from 
its journey to Kelm: "Come back! 
There's a funeral in Kovna! The 
Dayan was niftar." 

Who was paying whose way? 

Perhaps an event from some 
3, 700 years ago2 can also 
shed light on the phenomenon 

of"who is benefittingwhom": 
The ox carts, piled high with all the 

personal belongings of several right
eous men and their families, wended 
their way through the streets of the 
capital city of the lush valley. Grape 
arbors hung over the stone walls that 
fenced off the ripening orchards, and 
towering palms, heavy with date clus
ters, cast their shadows on the road. 
Several children chased after the 
carts, hurling over-ripe pomegran
ates after them. 

"You never belonged here in the 
first place!" jeered one child. 

"Good riddance!" shouted a 
woman from her kitchen window, 
and spat out over the marble en
trance-way. 

'Tuey were really nice neighbors," 
said one lady-Mrs. Lot, by name-
ruefully, "but they just couldn't ad
just to our way of doing things. A 
pity!" 

"Forget it," said her companion. 
"We don't need bleeding-heart do
gooders in our rich, competitive mar
ket All they do is stifle initiative!" 

Similar scenes were being played 
out in the four other cities of the Jor
dan Valley. Finally, the gates of each 
city-Sodom, Amara. Adma, 
Tzevayim, and Twar-swung shut on 
the departing fugitives from injustice. 

And the next day, when Avrohom 
pleaded with G-d to spare the five cit
ies from destruction for the sake of 
fifty righteous men who lived there. 
He replied, "If I find fifty righteous 
men within the cities, then I would 
spare all the place for their sake." 

But there no longer were fifty right
eous men in the cities of the plain. 
They had to leave because they 
couldn't afford the rent. 

Too bad. • 
NW 

2 Details. courtesy of the author's projections; the 
bottom line, as per Bereishis 18,20··33. 
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session at The National Con- was initially reached by Zeirei tion of Brooklyn, he witnessed "a true 
Shabbos for the first time in my life. I 
saw a tight Jewish community and it 
was beautiful.. .. Six months later ... I 
was back ... and I became more in
spired." Afier spending a JEP-spon
sored summer in a religious camp, 
Chaim assumed shmiras hamitzvos. 
He later enrolled in Yeshivas Ner Is-

ention of Agudath Israel. in Agudath Israel of America's Jewish 
ovember, 1985, featured a Education Program (JEP), 

sampling of the dynamics of the ChaimhadattendedJEPactivities 
Teshuva process, through presenta- connected with his Conservative con-
tions by four young men who gregation. On aJEP Shabbaton to the 

~:!s::v":.~~e ~i:zrim ~J lO Boro Park sec-

cussion, which was ~ 
chatred by Rabbi '3 
Dovid Gottlieb, • 
of Yeshiva Ohr 

rael in Baltimore for high school, 
eventually finding his way to 

Beth Medrash Govoha. 
Somayach-
Jerusalem, spot-
lighted each man, 
his background, his "moment-of
truth," and his current status. In
cluded among them was 
Chaim, a Philadelphian who 

The owner 
asked a 
Lakewood 
Yungerman if 
someone 
could come 
and give a 
weekly class 
in his office, 
He contacted me and I 
began a lunch-hour 
discussion group. Six 
months later we began a 
chavrusa program 
consisting of ten pairs of 
chavrusos. Another six 
months down the road, 
we added a monthly 
lecture series and other 
special events. 
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An article based on that 
Convention session was 
published in The Jewi.sh 

Observer of April '86, and 
subsequently reprinted in 

~ the JO's 25th Anniversary 
~ issue in February '89. 

The letter that follows 

~ 

~ ""'"'"""" '" Mr. Ari 

brings us up
to-date on 
Chaim's jour
ney to a Torah 
life. 

"Ari" of the 

Goldstein of 
Boro Park who ,,, ."' s~r!:~~f ~~~ 

tact, as per the follow
ing letter. 

good neu>s t.ll in ManoJa,i;M He pr& 
pear Al~ UJ<eto share som<' in a comfJtrter:;~s in~'.';"o~ac:'~~odrled 

~no an was we a wee '""later~ fheTO""' net.ll 
112gears""' .;,;,'{unge~corrieand9 stxmonu~dotJ!l'L ~upa we 

AL<Jl<eU'if'5omeonec diScussionQTO~nothefstx QctObert.ll;'~M~ we 
askedhilTI ana\UllCh:~irs 0Jcnavru5?,.;.nl eoents~uftt Coll'.;,~; a week· ~~en 
andlbe9 . !:if19oftert:-(lfldother s~::.:;;:-,,,-oJM ; _, R'"'e""'~ cnunm8'" 

ramcortSiS sefieS arnJ!lQ'-""~· ht.IJetwW':.: 'keiJ>.VOS, ,-ogrOJT" 
g rtthlY iectute Jet.1JiSh1£ t)J1.Clb!JPe:'ac munroortl'ir cna''ru;'a.P s, inStlCh 
a~ calll'd "'lltevents aw<"'k, inC~s. our on-goin!l. as nanntz:llO -ror<ib· 
roo wunJour e events a week,-refllla, besuies emertt in sb:nJi!andlilllud ba whOm ale 
be9':, h!Win!lsetl~asnavtia and- need ,.eot ~b<'b008, te~ the dOOr• 40 of 
t.l)il1 Pa!shas e'oe eX!"'"" s\11l)l1"'8 me thfOU!l 
]-{asnem~n J-lasnero lffim u'mez;uzosi 70 people co da!JSf • 

J3aI'\l 'kaSprus, te rtthS h!We seen frolTI theJEP n~A it weresttrt9· 
are~:;'...,...tnifle ~.'.;.once a we~k. comeji.tllcircle 11tyou wouldJ" -

" ~ ,,- at le=" !hiftk we oe I thoU!J 
tertd cktS8eflasnero. I !f m!J br"'?llUJ"'jp!<ewOo<L 
~en loSedacoP!lo jfgourein 
Jhaoeenc in thiS s~ 
ptease pOP eshiV<L 
siJ't.Cef"1lJ' · cnafr<>tn they; 
cf1Clll11 centl!J got m!J sett"" 
p.s.rre 
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Jewish history may be lying around 
in your basement. 

Don't let it be lost to the world. 

Thousands of documents and photos are languishing in trunks, attics 
and forgotten drawen in private homes and basements. 

Now is the time to retrieve this precious material
before it becomes dust instead of history. 

Your help-the public's help-is needed in this effort. Do you have any relevant old photos, 
documents, or records? 

THE CATEGORIES OF ITEMS REQUESTED: 

• Documentation of Orthodox Jewish rescue work dur
ing the Holocaust. 

• Photos depicting life in the shtetl, the Orthodox com
munities of the cities, the yeshiva world, and Chassidic 
centers of Europe before the Holocaust. 

• Documents, records, letters, journals and newspapers 
that portray Turah life in Europe as it was, and cast 
light on the issues and problems facing Jews at the 
time, 

• Documents, records, correspondence1 newsclippings, 
journals, memorabilia, and photos depicting Orthodox 
life in the U.S. from colonial times w the present. 

• Documents and phows pertaining w the development 
of yeshivos throughout the country. 

• Documents and photos pertaining w Orthodox activ-
ism in the social service and civic'aetion fields. 

• Phows of GedoleiYisroel past and present. 

• Sets of Orthodoxjournalsand periodicals. 

• Documents andphows relating.wthe religious Yishuv 
in Eretz Yisroel, its institutions and struggles for 
Jewish life. 

• Documents and photos pertaining to world·wide 
Agudath Israel hiswry, all Knessios.Gedolos, and the 
development of the American Agudah mol'ement since 
1922. 

{If you are hetitari1 to part with eh£ri.sMditems, arrange
ments can be made W reproduce certain kinds of documents 
a-nd photos, kacing-Uie original in your p0$8ession.) 

AS A COMMUNITY, WE MUST PRESERVE THIS LEGACY THAT WILL 
OTHERWISE BE LOST TO FUTURE GENERATIONS. 

If you have any items in the above categories in your possession, or know 
where they can be obtained, please write or phone: 

ORTHODOX JEWISH ARCHIVES 
Agudath Israel of America 

84 William Street, New York, N.Y. 10038, 212-797-9000 



COMPUTER COMMUNICATIONS: 
UBIQUITOUS, NECESSARY, AND 

GOVERNABLE 

To the Editor: 
As a rebbi involved with comput

ers, I read the article "Landmines 
Along the Information Highway," by 
Yoseph Herman (Feb. '95), about the 
Internet with added interest. I feel 
that a few points should be added to 
the article. 

Firstly, there are major differences 
between teleVision, magazines, and 
radio, and computer communication. 
The majority of the offerings of the 
news and entertainment media inter
mingle acceptable material with the 
objectionable. It is Virtually impos
sible to take the kosher without the 
treif. Computer communication gives 
the user the option of traveling 
through those areas he chooses. For 
those who willingly pursue the treif. 
the world offers numerous other av
enues to do so. 

Secondly, to prohibit something 
which is very useful. and may become 
essential for many people, should be 
a last resort. Parents should know 
what their children are doing; if they 
don't, all kinds of troubles are lurk
ing. Children should not be allowed 
to lock themselves in a room with a 
computer that can access miline ser
vices. If parents have constant access 
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Letters to 
the Editor 

to the computer area, and if they ex
ercise their parental responsibility, 
most problems can be avoided. 

Thirdly, the secular departments 
of our schools often assign projects 
which require students to purchase 
newspapers and go to the library. I 
believe that subscribing to an online 
serVice, which allows us to select ex
actly what we need, is preferable to 
bringing the news media, which are 
replete with objectionable material, 
into our homes. This is even more-so 
because of the fact that much of the 
worst material can be blocked, as the 
writer of the article pointed out. 

On another note, in American so
ciety the concern is only about cor
ruption of youngsters. As Torah Jews 
we must be concerned about the cor
ruption of adults, too. 

NAFTOLI M. E!SEMANN 
Philadelphia, PA 

"LANDMINES": WARNING SIGN 
OR INVITATION TO DISASTER? 

To the Editor: 
The article, "LandminesAlongThe 

Information Highway," (Feb. '95) was 
very informative. But not only mar
ried adults read the JO; teenagers 
and children, who are very impres
sionable, also do. The article offers 
explicit guidelines on how to learn to 
use the Internet for decadence. I un-
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derstand that the author was writing 
to alert the public, and not offer infor
mation on where and how to get con
nected to these spiritual risks. I feel 
the JO should edit its articles a bit 
more carefully. 

MRS. PWTNIK 
Brooklyn, NY 

THE INTERNET: FILLING A 
VACUUM 

To the Editor: 
I'd like to thank you for the 

thought-provoking article on the 
Internet. 

There is no doubt that the risks of 
exposure to immorality have in
creased. With every advance in ac
cess to tnformation comes both de
cent and indecent data. Does that 
mean that we should block these im
portant avenues? 

In my opinion, the solution to this 
problem is to engage ourselves in To
rah and milzvoswithoutinterruption, 
to the extent of our capability. As Rav 
Nachman of Breslav taught, the hu
man mind can think of just one thing 
at a time. While we are concentrating 
on doing the will of Hashem no im
moral thoughts can coexist within us. 
The human mind cannot truly 
multitask. It switches from thought to 
thought in mili-seconds giVing the 
impression that it is doing two things 
at once. Similarly, today's high-tech 
computers appear to multitask. How
ever, they cannot truly multitask, i.e. 
parallel process without multiple (mi
cro) processors. 

Our sages say there is a constant 
struggle within each person, between 
the yeiJzer hara and the yeitzer hatov; 
never for a moment does it cease. The 
yeiJzer hara starts with: "You should 
take a break for a while; you've al
ready achieved enough .... Coast for a 
while." His next step is obVious: "We 
are liVing in the fastlane!!! There is no 
place to coast!!!" 

If we enhance our lives with 
kedusha and deveikus in Hashem 
our families will learn and follow. We 
must be a liVing example. 

I. Communicate with your chil
dren in positive tones. 2. Instill in 
them the beautiful Torah values we 
have. 3. Hold them responsible for 
whatever they do: show them that 
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you have confidence in them. Then, 
even when temptation approaches, 
they will have the courage to reject it. 

MoRDECHAI PREMocK 
Brooklyn, NY 

THE INTERNET: JOINABLE. 
CONTROLLABLE, AND 

DESIRABLE 

To the Editor: 
The thrust of the article, 

"Landmines Along the Information 
Highway," was to alert the JO read
ership about the undesirable ele
ments that exist on the Internet and 
how easy it is to gain access to it. The 
secular world too has taken note of 
this situation and articles have ap
peared in many national magazines 
and local newspapers on the topic. I 
have some comments about this JO 
article. 

On page 22 of the article: "Our little 
Yankele or Rachele only needs a mo
dem ... and a subscription fee of$10-
$20 a month.'' The standard proce
dure for establishtng an account with 

a public vendor such as CompuServe 
(currently a limited Internet Service 
Provider) or Netcom (a full Internet 
Service Provider} requires one to pro
vide them with your major credit 
card. Can we not safely assume that 
the curious child would not posses 
his/her own credit card? In the situ
ation where the parent already estab
lished the account, a password is 
used, similar to the type used by the 
ATM bank cards that are very com
mon today. Should one not assume 
that the parent will not make the 
password accessible to others? 
Briefly, I am suggesting that the child 
not be given free access to roam the 
Internet, but rather he should be 
chauffeured around by his parents. 
We do not give our children the keys 
to the family car, but chauffeur them 
to where ever they must go. The 
Internet should be no different. 

On page 25: "As I connect my work 
computer to the Internet, I get a list
ing of the latest offerings of newly 
formed news groups. A sickening 
portion of these titles .... " Given that 

Mores hes 
Bais Yaakov 

Seminary 
The pioneer in Bais Yaakov intensive 
seminary chinuch combined with 
parnossa-generating skills 
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Announces to the 0/am Ha' Torah its 
RELOCATION for the coming 1"li!lll/1995-96 
school year to the Flatbush area of Brooklyn 
EXPANSION of its program to include 

• Advanced computer skills including Windows 95 
in a state-of-the-art computer laboratory 

• Computer Graphics certificate program 
• A second year afternoon program for graduates of Eretz Yisroel and 

American Seminaries in computer skills and advanced Limudei 
Kodesh studies 

• A comfortable and well-supervised dormitory for out-of-town students 

Moreshes offers a creative program of 1u;1,, '""''~. teacher training and Special 
Education. Moreshes develops the n1rn~ and mir.i of each student through the 
personal n~11n of a warm and dynamic staff. 

For information please call 
718-761-2506 

Rabbi Eli Lazar 
Dean 

this is the case with Mr. Herman's of
fice computer. I have never seen any
thing like this on any of the three 
Public Service Providers that I belong 
to (CompuServe, America Online, 
and Netcom). In any event, one need 
not join any of these newsgroups or 
chat sessions, certainly if they are 
openly not within the purview ofTo
rali. In the event one thought it an OK 
situation and turned out not that 
way, he can and should drop out. 

On page 25: "It seems that the 
staid businessman, who would die of 
embarrassment if he were seen pur -
chasing questionable literature from 
a Times Square newsstand, feels free 
to indulge in the same or worse in pri
vacy." I find this statement most baf
fling. Is this a rot!?-is this a miut? Is 
this a she'eila?-is this a p'sak 
halachd? 

The success that the Internet is 
enjoying today with the mass market 
is primartly due to World Wide Web, 
also known as WWW. This is a tech
nology that supports multimedia. The 
most common form of it today is the 
screens known as Web pages that 
contain graphical images, text, and 
hypertext Jinks. Sound and video are 
not yet widespread. These Web Pages 
reside on a host computer known as 
a Web Server. The server when con
nected to the Interent allows an 
Internet user with software known as 
a Web browser to graphically navigate 
the Internet by browsing its Web 
Page[s\. For example, upon finding an 
item of interest on one of the Server's 
Web Pages, one simply clicks on the 
item with the [mouse\ button. One is 
then connected to this new location, 
possibly at the other end of the world 
(this an example of a hypertext link). 
To be noted, a common feature ofWeb 
Browser software is the capability to 
save the reference (known as the 
URL) to the local PC. With this infor
mation now stored locally on the PC, 
one can directly connect to the server 
site. For example, The New York 
Times 8 page Fax edition has a URL 
of http//nytimesfax.com/; when 
saved it would appear on the local PC 
as Times Fax. Now, with a click on the 
local PC's entry for TimesFax you are 
directly connected. What I am leading 
up to is that users on the Internet can 
build their own inventory of kosher 
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Internet sites. 
This brtngs me to my next point. 

An organization such as Agudath Is
rael of Amertca should have its own 
presence [Web Server! on the 
Internet. It could then make available 
to a world wide Jewish audience a 
wealth of information. A Web Page of 
kosher Internet Sites could be one 
such offertng. 

In summary-. one can secure an 
Internet account from unauthorized 
use. exposure to areas on the Internet 
can be controlled. and I encourage 
the Agudath Israel of Amertca to have 
its own presence on the Internet. 

LEVI YITZCHOK ROTHMAN 
Brooklyn 

---------··-·---------------
THE INTERNET: NOT AS 

DANGEROUS AS PROJECTED 
------------- ----

To the Editor: 
As both an engineering profes

sional and a wrtter engaged in histort
cal research. I have found the 
Internet to be an invaluable tool both 
in keeping abreast with industrtal 
trends and contacting other histort
ans. 

It is true that the Internet does 
contain many alternative news
groups devoted to vile topics. I do not 
know how Mr. Herman's Internet ac
count is set up, or how these news
groups are displayed each time he 
logs on, but l have to specify each and 
every newsgroup that I wish to ac
cess, and send a command to sub
scrtbe to every E-mail distrtbution list 
(I currently subscrtbe to the Ohr 
Someach list and one other dedicated 
to the industry in which I am em
ployed). These newsgroups and dis
trtbution lists do not intrude them
selves upon my computer screen un-
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less I specifically invoke them. It is 
impossible. by an inadvertant key
stroke or mouse click. to brtng up 
messages from the alt. perverts 
newsgroup or to display a porno
graphic image. It requires going 
through many layers of menus and 
invoking very specific commands and 
file names in order to do this. There is 
also a difference between newsgroups. 
in which all messages are posted in a 
certain area of the Internet which the 
user must access. and distrtbution 
lists. in which all messages are sent to 
one's E-mail address. Mr. Herman did 
not explain this. 

Recently, the newsgroup that I ac
cess most frequently was under at
tack by one of these sick perverted in
dividuals. who was posting messages 
of a most venomous anti-Semitic na
ture. accusing the Jews of master
minding the Transatlantic slave 
trade. etc. etc. etc. After I and others 
had posted enough messages with 
correct information to effectively de
stroy this person's credibility (he is 
pretty much regarded as a "crack-

pot"), I installed what is known as a 
"kill file" which allows a user to by
pass messages posted by an offensive 
user. Some newsgroups are moder
ated, which means that offensive 
messages are removed by group mod
erators. 

It disturbs me that Mr. Herman 
suggests that there are some Jrum 
parents who are so negligent, or so ig
norant of the nature of the Internet 
and on-line services. that they would 
allow their children unsupervised use 
of the family PC. Even if everything on 
the Internet was squeaky clean, 
strtctly kosher and endorsed by all 
,---------··-------~ 

491613th Ave., B'klyn,NY 11219 
(718) 854·2911 

r.------------------------~ 

ARE You MOVING? I I 
I I 

: IS YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS PRINTED : 
I INCORRECTLY ON THE JO MAILING LABEL? I 
I We need your help to ensure proper delivery of the Jewish Observer to your home. I 
I Please attach current mailing label in the space below, or print clearly your address and I 
I computer processing numbers that are printed above your name on the address label. I 

I I 
I I 
I Affix old label here I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I Name I 
I New Address I 
I I 
I City, I 
I State, ______________ Zip _______ I 

I Date Effective------------------- I 
I I 
I Send address changes to: The Jewish Observer Change of Address I 
I 84 William Street, New York, NY 10038 I 
I Please allow 4-6 weeks for a!I changes to be reflected on your mailing label We will not be I 

responsible for back issues missed unless you notify us 6 weeks pnor to your move 

L------------------------~ 
The Jewish Observer, September 1995 45 



halachic authorities, the telephone 
charges that can result from dialing at 
"prime time" or accessing "extended" 
or "premium" areas could be stagger
ing. Would you allow your little ones 
to pick up the phone and call relatives 
in Israel or Australia, etc. at any time 
of day, and shmooze for hours? 

Common sense suggests that chil
dren do not require access to an on
line service to perform their home
work. In my opinion. it is very unwise 
to install games, educational applica
tions and business tools on the same 
machine. If maintaining two home 
PC's is too costly, leave the modem on 
the office PC, or put a password on 
the Internet acceSs provider icon. 

LYNN M. BERKOWITZ 
Southfield, Ml 

The Yitti Leibel 
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The author replies: 

In addition to the letters that are 
reprinted here, I have received a large 
number of oral comments from ac
quaintances who have read this ar
ticle. I would like to summarize some 
of their comments in general and 
then reply to some the specifics of the 
above letters. 

!tis generally agreed that comput
ers are not the only means through 
which harmful influences can enter 
the home. The list includes almost 
any other tool of modem media. 

Computers do not only present a 
threat from the Internet via modems. 
An equal threat is from CD-ROMs, 
those little shiny records that can be 
played on today's "multimedia" com
puters. The CD-ROMs can contain 
huge amounts of information in 
forms of words, pictures and sound. 
In this sense, they have the same po
tential for good and harm as was at -
tributed to the Internet. The child 
who would be ashamed or afraid to 
smuggle an indecent magazine into 
his home, will equally refrain from 
bringing a similar CD-ROM to the 
house. CD-ROMs are clearly labeled 
and they can be found by supervising 
adults. That fear is an important safe
guard. On the other hand, it is easy 
to sample such ill-advised material 
on the Internet with much less fear of 
being detected, as related in the JO 
article. 

The article concentrated on the 
dangers faced by children. That did 
not mean to infer that adults would 
not be harmed by the same material. 
Rather, the intent was to warn par
ents and educators, who in general 
are much less familiar with comput
ers than children, about the dangers 
of this apparently benign tool, to al
low the parents to exercise their re
sponsibility. 

Some Suggested Solutions 

Solution to the problem posed by 
the Internet should probably be pur
sued along two fronts: I) Block infor
mation from objectionable sources, 
and 2) provide parents on the home 
front with supervisory control. Ex
perts agree that the most potentially 

harmful feature of the Internet or of 
these ·on-line service providers is the 
"chat-group." 1bis allows one-to-one, 
real-time "conversations" between 
two or more people sitting at their 
computers. The newspapers are full 
of horror stories of children who be
came victimized by chat groups up to 
the point of being enticed to secretly 
meet perverts outside their homes. or 
to give away vital information such as 
credit card numbers. (Charles 
Osgood featured a report on several 
such incidents on the Osgood File, 
WCBS radio, in early July. - editor) 
Once such chat groups·are locked 
out, the next line of defense is to se
lectively block other potentially harm
ful Internet sources. Towards this end 
there are now coming upon the scene 
a number of computer programs that 
block access to sources included on a 
blacklist. Vendors, for a fee, update 
such black lists periodically. 

Another encouraging development 
is a movement in the computer in
dustry to attach a decency rating to 
Internet sources, similar to ratings 
applied to movies. While such ratings 
may not live up to Torah-related stan
dards, it would be a step in the right 
direction. 

Congress is scrambling to provide 
legislation to protect the American 
public from computer-based offenses 
of the type we have discussed. Most 
of these, however, smack of censor
ship and in any case would probably 
be ineffectual or may eventually be 
ruled unconstitutional. Another 
problem with any law that Congress 
can pass is that, at best, it is only en
forceable in the USA. The Internet is 
an international organism. Whoever 
cannot find what he wants in the USA 
can just as easily and instanta
neously access computers in France, 
or Australia or India. 

An acquaintance suggested an ex
cellent idea that is exciting in its po
tential to contribute a solution to this 
problem. The program that allows a 
child to work on the computer should 
periodically-say once every minute 
- record into computer memory 
snapshots of the computer screen. 
Parents and supervisors could then 
check on the use of these computers 
by the children. So far as I know, 
there are no such monitoring pro-
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grams available at this time. 
The letters by Rabbi Eisemann 

and Mrs. Berkowitz taken together il
lustratewhy some seemingly obvious 
solutions may not work. Mrs. Ber
kowitz suggests that we reserve the 
access to the Internet to essential us
ers Such as the business community, 
and deny our children access to it. As 
Rabbi Eisemann points out. however, 
this solution is not practical. Many 
secular departments of yeshivas are 
already assigning homework projects 
based on the use of Internet data 
sources. Furthermore, as the JO ar· 
ticle suggests. it may be important to 
train children early-to use this re· 
source. a resource '-'that may be of 
value to them in earning their liveli· 
hood later in life. 

Not as Harmless as They Think 

Rabbi Eisemann points out that in 
some sense television, magazines and 
radio are more dangerous than the 
computer because in the former the 
undesirable and the harmless pro
grams are intermingled. Therefore it 
is hard to sample one without getting 
the other. He wants parents to exer
cise their authority to guide their chil
dren in the responsible use of the 
computer. The trouble is that not all 
parents have had ample time and op
portunity to become familiar with the 
dangers of media outlets from their 
homes. On the other hand. the PC 
explosion has occurred so rapidly, 
that many if not most parents are far 
behind their children in computer lit· 
eracy. Therefore. short of throwing 
out the computer. they are still ill
equipped to provide meaningful guid· 
ance to their children. The article sug
gested that excluding the computer 
from the home may be undesirable, 
since that may deprive the children 
from opportunities to develop the 
computer skills needed in the future. 

Mrs. Berkowitz. in her letter, 
points out nobody forces anyone to 
access perverted material. That. of 
course. is true. However, the oppor
tunity to stray onto forbidden pas
tures is ripe, especially in the newly 
exploding sub-area of the Internet 
known as the "World Wide Web." 
There, "Web Browsers" practically 
take the reader by the hand and lead 
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rum from topic to topic and computer 
to computer in a very easy and natu
ral manner. It is always true that the 
Internet never forces any undesired 
material on the viewer; nevertheless, 
it makes it extremely easy to access 
all ofit. 

Mrs. Berkowitz wonders how par
ents would be unaware of children 
spending countless hours accessing 
the Internet. Phone bills, however. are 
no indication. Most people access the 
Internet through a local phone call of 
negligible cost. Furthermore, if par
ents are unaware of the dangers, they 
may encourage what they view as an 
extended educational experience. 
Certainly, many long and late-hour 
sessions on the computer should 
alert a parent of a potential problem 
requiring their attention. 

Mrs. Plotnick deemed JO unwise 
in publishing an article that would 
make the children aware of how to 
avail themselves of indecent materi
als on the computer. Unfortunately, 
whether we like it or not. the cat is al
ready out of the bag. The computer 
revolution is upon us. We could bury 
our heads in the sand and make be
lieve that the dark side of this revolu · 
tion will pass over us without any ef
fect. The facts suggest otherwise. Our 
children are using computers in ever 
greater numbers. usually with the 
encouragement of parents and 
yeshivas. They are bound to become 
alerted to the broad range of offerings 
out there-if not from their peers. 
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then from the steady stream of news
papers and magazine articles devoted 
to this topic of current interest. The 
JO article was intended to alert the 
Torah-observant public to begin 
marshaling their defensive counter
attack. 

YOSEPH HERMAN 
Monsey,NY 
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