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Throughout the world, Chai Lifeline is there 
for the children and families who are 

stricken with serious illnesses. 

W
hen a child is sick with 
a serious illness the 
whole Jewish communi

ty feels the pain. And Chai Lifeline 
gives every Jew the opportunity to 
care and actually make a differ
ence in the lives of these children and their fam

ilies around the 
world. Through a 
variety of neces
sary, effective and 
creative programs, 
Chai Lifeline holds 
the hands of thou
sands of suffering 
children and their 

families and gives them the hope and courage 
they need to survive. A hope that only the 
Jewish community can give. 

The children need tutors. The parents 
need advice and support. The siblings need 
understanding. Serious illness has a complex 
effect on every family member involved. Chai 

Lifeline offers advice, solutions and a 
whole lot more. In New York, Miami, 
The Midwest, London and Israel, 
Chai Lifeline reaches out and literally 
saves lives through its extensive pro
grams of support. Without Chai 

Lifeline, a Jewish child with a serious illness 
would be left alone to suffer. With Chai Lifeline 
that child and his family has the support of the 
entire Jewish community. 

We make the lives of thousands 
of suffering children and their 
families a lot easier. 
Chai Lifeline gives 
each and every seri
ously ill child the 
courage and the 
hope needed to . 
survive. 

Camp Simcha-in Memory of Dr. Samuel Abraham • Camp Simcha Israel • H.E.L.P.-Homebound Educational Learning Program 
• Jacquelyn Wigs Fund • H.E.A.R.T.-Hebrew Enrichment /le Remedial Tutoring • 6x Chai Volunteer Prag. • Support Groups • 
Crisis intervention Center • Medical Search /le Referral Service • Ohr Meir Disney Trip • Bernice Rim berg R' SIBS • Seminars 
• Insurance Support Service • Ann /le Pinky Sohn Special Children's Fund • Publications • Weingarten Wishathon Fund • 
The Shimmy Golub "Grant a Wish" Fund • Shaindy Leffel Memorial Lending Library • Young Leadership 

Abraham and Esther Adler Scholarship Fund • Seymour Brier Scholarship Fund • Edith P. Fox Memorial Fund • Chanah 
Bracha Transportation Fund • Barbara Grossman Memorial Fund • Beatrice Rosenthal Memorlal Fund • Tunick Memorial 

Fund • Honey Engel Toy Drive Fund • David Brody Memorial Fund • Annie Weisbrot Children's Fund 





THE,EWISH 
OBSERVER 

THE JEWISH OBSERVER (ISSN) 0021-6615 
is published monthly except July and August by 
the Agudath Israel of America, 84 William Street, 
New York, N.Y. 10038. Second class postage 
paid in New York, N.Y. Subscription $24.00 per 
year; two years, $44.00; three years, $60.00. 
Outside of the United States (US funds drawn 
on a US bank only) $12.00 surcharge per year. 
Single copy $3.50; foreign $4.50. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: 
The Jewish Observer, 84 William Street, N.Y., 
N.Y. 10038. Tel: (212) 797-9000. 
Printed in the U.S.A. 

RABBI NISSON WOLPIN, EorroR 

EOtTORIAL BOARO 
OR. ERNST L. BODENHEIMER 
Chairman 

RABBI JOSEPH ELIAS 
JOSEPH FRIEDENSON 
RABBI NOSSON SCHERMAN 

MANAGEMENT BOARD 
AVI FISHOF 
NAFTOLI HIRSCH 
ISAAC KIRZNER 
RABBI SHLOMO LESIN 
ARTHUR MARX 
NACHUM STEIN 

RABBI YOSEF C. GOLDING 
BuslnffS Managltl' 

Published by 
Agudath Israel of America 

RABBI MOSHE SHERER 
PRESlDENT 

SOLE U.S. TRADE DISTRIBUTOR EUROPEAN REPRESENTATIVE 
Fetdhalm PubUshers 
200 Airport Exe<:utive Park 
Spring Valley, N.Y. 10977 

ISRAELI DISTRIBUTOR 
Nechemia Rosenberg 
Kiryat Tels he Stone, 108A 
D.N. Harei Yehuda, !SRAEL 

M.T. Bibelman 
Grosvenor Works 
Mount Pleasant Hill 
London ES 9NE, ENGLAND 

AUSTRALIAN OISTRIBUTOR 
Gold's Book & Gift Co. 
36 William Street 
Balaclava 3183. Vic .. AUSTRAUA 

THE JEWISH OBSERVER does not 
assume responsibility for the Kashrus 
of any product, publication, or service 
advertised in its pages 

©Copyright 1995 

OCTOBER 1995 
VOLUME XXVlll / NO. 7 

7 
Teshuva: Knowing Ourselves And Who We Could Be 
Rabbi Yissochar Frand 

14 
The Delicate Art of Introspection 
Rabbi Matis Roberts 

The New Revolution in Israel 
Rabbi Joseph Elias 

Thoughts of Yerushalayim, Interrupted 
Rabbi Avi Shafran 

Some Thoughts on the Burning Flames 
Sarah Shapiro 

BOOKS IN REVIEW: 

They Called Him Mike 

32 
As If With One Heart 
Bracha Krnpman 

34 
PS: A Little Bit of Good News 

36 
Letters to the Editor 



~~'!~~~R~~~~;~j~~~ ... ~i~~;;~i~lttHe;Daf, .•Mishnah or Shiur. 
r~ ... r~@l@eb~l1@si~;~.gyr p~rsonatiorah· command .center. 

. DIAL·A·DAF 
1 .• c.\l'I In 718 area: Access to previous & current n~on until 

l weeks ahead of todays Daf, expanding toward the entire Shas! 
In 914 area: Access to 4 weeks ofDafim, ranging from 
l weeks before tel weeks after today's Daf. 

MISHNAH·ON 
THE·PHONE 
In 718 area: Access to any Mishnah in Seder Zeroim and 

1 
·· ' 

1 1 Meed, expanding toward the entire Shisha Sidrei Mishnah! 
In 914 area: Not presently available 

DIAL·A·SHIUR 
Access to 40 different Shiurim & Lectures on a 
wide variety of topics by today's leading Maggidei Shiur. 

--....,.,....,.._.._-....... 0 PT I 0 NS ....__....__ __ _ 

"Lt Sl-f 1 ... R f3.E(;INS WHEN YOU CALL 
1:J' S'-t.IQRIM IN '(IDDISH.ORENGLISH 
1:J' RE\\llNQ~.FAST FOR\\f,4RD & PAUSE 
~>VOLUf.tE•ANDSPEED.CONTROL 
1:J'BOOKMARKFEATURE ~ 

' AHows yOJI to rilaik a point in the shlur, to which 
.··. · you Wisn to@!Um 31 aJatei: tjllle! 

To sample forahPhone or to hear a list of 
Dlal'A-Shiur topics c;all 718-435.3492 or 91 ~-425-9000 

lorahP. h9ttGiSt~Xll. a.•••.·••.• .. nding .. ··•. beyo .. nd our wildest dreams! 
,-- -·" -; - -, 



Rabbi Yissochar Frand 

TESH UVA: 
KNOWING 

OURSELVES 
AND WHO WE 

COULD BE 

:Allf!f18. 
... 

a3':1!1BFIUO 

T: eshuva (repen
tance) is not 
something done on 

the spur of the moment; it 
is a process 1n stages. The 
verse (Eicha 3,40), 1n fact, describes 
teshuvaas the culmination of a three
step process: nachpesa deracheinu 
v'nachkora v'nashuva el Hashem 
First we must examine our ways; 
then we must search ourselves, en
gage in a process of deep lntrospec
tion; and only then are we ready to 
return to Hashem 

Too often we do not move beyond 
the first stage of the process. When 
we examine our ways, we are pretty 
satisfied with what we find. We are 
shomrei Shabbos, we keep kashrus, 

Rabbi Yissocbar Frand is on the faculty ofYeshiva 
Ner Israel in Baltimore. His article, 1he Invasive Spirit 
of Modem Values," was featured in JO. May '94. 
The above essay is excerpted from a forthcoming 
collection of essays based on Rabbi Frand's popu
lar Torah lectures, Rabbi Yissochar Frond in Print 
to be published by Art:Scroll/Mesorah. This article 
was prepared for publication by Yonason 
Rosenblum. of Jerusalem. a published author who 
iS a frequent contributor to these pages. 

The Jewish Observer, October 1995 

we have a fixed 
daily schedule of 

learning. What more 
could Hashem want from 

us-especially if we compare 
ourselves to the broader Jewish 

world? Yet we should not be too hasty 
in measurtng ourselves for one of the 
seats closest to the Kisei Hakavod 
(the Divine Throne). 

For an indication why not, one 
need only refer to the paras ha of vidui 
ma'aseros (the confession recited to
gether with the bringing of the 
ma'aser tithes). At first glance, the 
term uidui(confession) applied to this 
recitation is problematic. Generally 
we think of vidui in terms of beating 
our chests duringtheA1Cheiton Yorn 
Kippur, and the repetition of chatasL 
avisL pashatL But 1n vidui ma'aser 
there is seemingly no mention of our 
having done anythlng wrong. Quite 
the contrary. What we "confess" is 
that we have given all the tithes that 
we were supposed to: "I have removed 
the holy things from the house, and 1 
have also given to the Levi, to the 
proselyte, to the orphan, and to the 
widow, according ~:i:i to whatever 

/;QIJI 

commandment You have com
manded me ... " (Devarim 26, 13). 

But hidden 1n this recitation, in 
one tiny letter, :i-it has been pointed 
out-is a form of confession. For we 
do not say that we have given every
thing precisely as commanded, but 
rather like all ('>:i:i) that we were com
manded. Yes, we gave the tithes, but 
perhaps not in the optimal fashion. 
We waited until the end of three years 
to dispense them rather than giving 
each one in its proper year. 

Herein lies the lesson for us. If we 
examine our deeds, we will see that 
the form of all the milzvos is there, 
but often there is something lacking 
in the content. We avoid any of the 
prohibited activities on Shabbos, but 
is our Shabbos table truly 
Shabbosdik? Is it given over exclu
sively to divrei Torah and zemiros and 
allowing the children to share what 
they learned dur!ng the week? Or is 
it a place for the discussion of shul 
politics, a critique of the performance 
of the ba'alkriah, or the fate of the lo
cal gridiron heroes? 

Sure we daven, but do we always 
make an effort to daven with a min-
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yan? Or is our Shachmi.s fifteen min
utes grabbed before the morning car 
pool, our Minchafive minutes behind 
a closed door in the office rather than 
in the downtown minyan, and our 
Ma'ariv again in the house before go
ing to sleep? 

There is a commandment of p'ru 
ur'vu. The first term. says Rabbi 
Samson Raphael Hirsch, refers to the 
mitzva of having children; the second 
to the mitzva of guiding them towards 
a certain goal in life, as an archer 
shoots (roveh) an arrow towards the 
target. We have to ask ourselves: Are 
we fulfilling the second part of the 
mitzva? Do we spend time with our 
children? Play with them? Do we 
learn with them on Shabbos or do we 
count the minutes until we can send 
them to a Pirchei group so that we 
can finally enjoy our Shabbos nap? 

There is no need to go through ev
ery mitzva tn the Torah and a litany 
of ways in which we fall short in our 
performance of them. Each of us, if 
we make a careful examination of our 
ways, will be able to find areas tn need 
of improvement. The point is to re
member the ~ modifying ?~ in the 
vidui ma'aser so that we are not left 
with the pleasant, but ultimately 
damaging, conclusion that perfection 
is just around the corner. 

ll.FINDING OUR REAL SELVES 

I dentifying concrete ways in which 
we can improve our mitzuaobser
vance is, however, only the first 

stage of the teshuva process, and not 
the most difficult. The next stage is 
one of deep introspection to identify 
our true potential and the nature of 
the unique task for which Hashem 
brought us into the world. 

On Rosh Hashana, Adam 
Harishon was created, and on that 
same day he was judged. That judg
ment consisted of a single word
Ayekka-usually translated as 
"Where are you?" but encompassing 
much, much more. With that one sin 
Adam had changed the course of all 
history, and this is suggested in 
Hashem's question: Ayekka Ghazal 
tell us that Hashenis question hinted 
to the unlimitied potential that had 
been lost: "Yesterday you reached 
until the Heavens, encompassing the 

8 

Adam Harishon's 
tragedy was the failure to 
realize his vast potential. 
Avraham Avinu's triumph 
was that he did. Akeidas 
Yitzchak (the Binding of 
Isaac) occurred when 
Avraham was already 
137 years old. 

entire world from one end to the 
other. You were the work of My 
hands, My special creation. And 
where are you today? Hiding among 
the trees of the Gan" 

The second stage of teshuva
nachkora--<lemands of us that we 
ask ourselves: What is my potential? 
Where has it gone? What am 1 using 
it for? The word Ayekka calls out to 
each Jew to recognize that he has a 
unique mission in this world, which 
he must discover for himself. 

Adam Harishon's tragedy was the 
failure to realize his vast potential. 
Avraham Avinu's triumph was that 
he did. Akeidas Yitzchak(the Binding 
of Isaac) occurred when Avraham 
was already 137 years old. By that 
time, Avraham had introduced 
monotheism to the world; he had 
been thrown into a fiery furnace and 
emerged unscathed; he had stood on 
one side while all the rest of the world 
stood on the other, and by so doing 
revolutionized human society; he and 
Sarah had brought multitudes under 
the kanfei HaShechina (the wings of 
the Divine Presence); he had been 
tested nine times by Hashem and 
prevailed in each of those tests. 

And yet Avraham had still not 
stopped striving. Without the tenth 
and final test, without the command 
to kill his son, his only son from Sa
rah, the son whom he loved and in 
whom all his hopes were placed, 
Avraham would not have realized all 
the potential with which he was 

brought down to the world. Only as 
he raised the knife to slaughter 
Yitzchak was his life's mission com
plete. At that moment, the angel 
called out, "Avraham, Avraham," and 
the Y a!kut Shirrwni comments that 
the reference is to the two 
Avrahams-the one who exists as po
tential in Heaven and the one who ex
ists tn this world. At that moment, the 
two Avrahams were perfectly congru
ent; at 137yearsofage,Avrahamhad 
achieved the goal for which we were 
all created: that of bringing the 
Avraham below into conformity with 
the ideal Avraham above. 

The "Shoemaker's" Legacy 

B efore we are created, the 
Ribbono she! Olam has a 
clear image of who we can be 

and what our mission in life is. That 
image remains always in Heaven. It 
was Avraham's unique achievement 
to fulfill that image, but the task of do
tng so is imposed equally on each and 
every one of us. There is a beautiful 
story about the Netziv (Rabbi Naftali 
Tzvi Yehuda Berlin) of Volozhin that 
illustrates this point. As a young boy, 
the Netziv did not apply himself in his 
studies and there were no great ex
pectations for him. When he was 
about nine years old, he overheard 
his parents discussing his future. His 
despairing father cried that nothing 
he had tried-prizes, private tutors-
seemed to have had any effect. Fi
nally, the Netziv's father and mother 
concluded that there was no choice 
but to apprentice him to a shoemaker 
or tailor. Hearing his parents plans, 
the young boy was overcome with re
morse. He rushed into the room 
where his parents were talktng and 
promised that from then on he would 
apply himself with rigor to his stud
ies. 

The rest, as they say, is history. 
The Netziv wrote voluminously and 
many of his works are classics
HaEmek Davar on Chumash, Emek 
Hasheila on the Shiltos of Rav Achai 
Gaon, his collected responsa Meishiv 
Davw; and Meromei Sadeh. He was 
the Rosh Yeshiva of the Volozhin Ye
shiva, the preeminent yeshiva of his 
time and the progenitor of all subse
quent Lithuanian yeshivas. 
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When the Netziv completed Emek 
Hasheilahemadeaseudashoda'a(a 
meal of thanksgiving to Hashem) that 
he had mertted to finish the work. 
With tears in his eyes, the Netziv re
lated why the occasion was such a 
personal celebration for him. He told 
the stozy of overhearing his parents 
discussing his future, and went on 
to descrtbe the course his life would 
have taken had his father gone ahead 
with his plan to apprentice him to a 
craftsman. 

I would have been afore baalebos. 
ErevYom Kippur I would have thought 
to myself. "I do my work honestly; I 
don't cheat anyone; I'm an erliche Yid 
(uprightJew}.'' After 120 years I would 
have gotten to Shamayim (Heaven). 
and they would have asked me, 
"Where is HaEmek Davar, where is the 
Meishiv Davar. where is the Emek 
Hasheila?" 

I would have thought they were 
crazy. "What do you mean? I'm a 
poshuter (simple} shoemaker, an am 
ha'aretz (an unlearned person). Why 
are you asking me why I did not write 
great works ojlomdus?" 
The Netzivwas descrtbing the huge 

gap that can exist between the Heav
enly image that precedes our birth 

and one's actual accomplishments. 
Who knows how many shoemakers 
were supposed to bequeath to the 
world great works of Torah scholar
ship? More importantly, for our pur
poses, who knows how far we are 
from fulfilling the mission for which 
we were created! 

TheShochetofGateshead 

E ven after hearing the stozy of 
the Netziv, most of us will 
likely take the easy road of 

concluding that we were certainly not 
formed for such intellectual achieve
ments. Quite possibly we were not 
fashioned to be another Netziv. But 
could we at least be a Reb Dovid 
Dzyan? 

Reb Dovid Dzyan was a talmid of 
the Chafetz Chaim, who was so influ
enced by the Chafetz Chaim that his 
whole life he spoke only in half sen
tences so as to be as careful as pos
sible in speech. Reb David was not a 
great talmid chacham. After Radin. 
his learning was largely confined to 
Mishnayos and Chumash. Eventually 
he became a shochet in Gateshead, 

Yes, you regret the 
lashon hara and the bitul 
Torah, Sefer Yona says to 
us, but that is only part of 
the process. Identify your 
destiny and resolve to 
face it rather than flee 
from it, for to flee from it 
is the path toward 
oblivion. 

England. Soon after his arrtval, he re
alized that there was no yeshiva in 
Gateshead, and he decided that he 
could not live or raise his family in a 
city without a yeshiva. So he wrote to 
the Chafetz Chaim and asked him to 
send a rash yeshiva to this tiny back
water in northern England, at a time 

Please don't let your neighbors and 
their children starve this Yom Tov! 
Do we want our needy neighbors and their families to be staring at an empty table this Shabbos and Yorn Tov? 
Do we want fathers and mothers grief stricken this Shabbos and Yorn Tov because they can't provide their 
children with the basic necessity of life - food? 
Or perhaps, would we rather have them beg on the street for a few cents so that they can buy stale challah to 

feed their families? 

The Jewish Observer. October 1995 

Tomche Shabbos of Rockland County will not allow this to happen! 
As the Yomim Tovim are approaching our need for funding is critical. 

Only with your help, can we can provide our neighbors and their 
children, with challah, fish, chicken, vegetables, and some fruit for 

the Shabbos and Yorn Tov table. 
And with your help, we will also be able to give our neighbors and 
their children a jar of honey this Yorn Tov-to give them hope that 
next year may be a little sweeter. 

Please send your tax deductible contribution to: 

Tomche Shabbos of Rockland County 
3 Jeffrey Place, Monsey, NY 10952 

May your compassion be rewarded with a year of happiness, health and 
good news. Thank You. 
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when all ofWestem Europe probably 
did not have a handful of yeshivos. 

The Chafetz Chaim complied and 
sent a rosh yeshiva. Next Reb Dovid 
travelled to London and start round
ing up baclunim for his yeshiva one 
at a time. Then he decided to bring a 
koUel to Gateshead. In his search for 
Rosh Kollel, he ultimately reached 
Rabbi Eliyahu Eliezer Dessler, and 
persuaded him to spend a few days a 
week in Gateshead to supervise the 
koUeL Over the years, Gateshead be
came the most important center of 
Torah learning in Europe, and only 
because of one baalebos who said, "I 
cannot live in a place without a ye
shiva." 

When Rabbi Shneur Kotler heard 
this story, he commented that had 
Reb David Dryan never founded 
Gateshead, he would no doubt have 
arrived in Gan Eden with high expec
tations. After all, his chalaf (knife for 
ritual slaughter) was always kosher 
and he never spoke lashon hara. How 
surprised he would have been to be 
asked why he, a simple shochet, did 
not build a major makom Torah. 

The Unfinished Agenda 

ffi Shraga Feivel Mendlowttz 
as a highly original thinker 
th broad knowledge in al

most every area of Torah. Among the 
subjects that he taught was te.ftlla. 
Before Rosh Hashana one year, he 
was going through the Zichronos sec
tion of Mussa.f. in which each person 
is described as beingjudged accord
ing to his ma'asov upekudaso. The 
first term, ma'asov, he explained, 
means his deeds. But what. then. can 
the second term. upekudaso, mean, 
for how else is a man judged other 
than by his deeds? Reb Shraga Feivel 
explained pekudaso to mean a 
person's purpose in life. In other 
words, we are judged not only by the 
quality of our deeds but to the extent 
to which we fulfill our unique purpose 
in life. 

Call 1-800-KIRUV-84 

(1-800-547-8884) 
To contact Agudath Israel of America's 

Information Hot Line 
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When he said this, Reb Shraga 
Feivel continued, "How can a person 
know whether he has fulfilled his 
purpose?" and broke down crying. 
Here was someone who had built To
rah Vodaath, one of the first major 
yeshivos in America, and founded 
Torah Umesorah, which spearheaded 
the whole day school movement in 
America-a man whose impact on 
the development of Orthodox Jewry 
in America was second to none. Yet he 
felt no assurance that he had reached 
his potential, that he had brought the 
heavenly Reb Shraga Feivel to earth. 

We live in a society in which people 
are pretty much put out to pasture at 
the age of65. when they start collect
ing social security. Hopefully they 
have saved enough for a condo
minium in Florida where they can 
enjoy the rest of their lives in sun
shine. But we Jews have another time 
horizon. The process of trying to 
reach our potential is a never-ending 
one. We are in the same boat as our 
forefather Avraham, who was still be
ing put to the most difficult test any 
human being could ever face at 137. 

In his last years, when he was old 
and frail, Rabbi Yitzchok Ruderman 
once bemoaned the fact that he did 
not feel he was achieving in his later 
years. He admitted that in his 
younger years he had achieved some
thing, without mentioning finishing 
all of Shas as a teenager. writing 
Avodas HaLeviwhile still in his early 
twenties, and founding Yeshiva Ner 
Israel, in Baltimore. But that still did 
not give him peace of mind that noth
ing more was demanded of him. His 
only consolation as his strength 
waned was that he was personally 
supporting and supervising a ba'al 
teshuva in the Yeshiva whose family 
had cut him off. The point here is the 
intensity with which someone who 
had done so much still felt the need 
to find a purpose in his life. 

Still we might say to ourselves: 
True, there was more I could have 
done and perhaps I did not use my 
abilities to the fullest, but surely I will 
be judged first and foremost by 
whether I observed the mitzvos. 

Navos owned a vineyard adjacent 
to the palace of the notoriously 
wicked King Achav. For some reason 
Achav decided that he must possess 

that vineyard but Navas refused to 
sell. Achav's queen Jezebel engaged 
two witnesses to perjure themselves 
that Navos had committed a capital 
offense. As a consequence, Navos was 
put to death. and Achav seized his 
field. (See Melachim I, Ch. 21.) 

Yalkut Shimoni asks why Navos, 
who did nothing more than refuse to 
part with the portion ofland allocated 
to him by Hashem, met such a tragic 
fate. The Yalkut gives a truly frighten
ing answer: We are commanded to 
honor Hashem with those abilities 
and talents with which he has favored 
us, the Yalkut says. Navos had an ex
tremely beautiful voice. When he 
came to Jerusalem on the festivals, 
Jews flocked to hear him daven and 
were uplifted by his davening. On one 
occasion, however, Navos did not feel 
like being the shaliach tzibbur and 
refused to daven. For that refusal, the 
Midrash concludes. he met such a 
horrible end. 
Obviously Navos was a tzaddik. 

Otherwise he would not have refused 
Achav's offer of a generous price for 
his ancestral vineyard. Nevertheless 
he suffered an unhappy end because 
he refused - even once-to use the 
powers with which HakadoshBaruch 
Hu had endowed him. 

Why Me?-Why Now? 

E very Amida of Yorn Kippur 
ends with a strange phrase: 
"My G-d. before I was formed 

I was unworthy, and now that I have 
been formed, it is as if I had not been 
formed." This sentence has been in
terpreted as follows: 

Until I was born, it was not the time 
for me; my specific mission in life was 
for this period and no other. And now 
that I have come into this historical 
epoch, it is as if I was never born, for I 
have squandered the abilities that 
were given me in order to fulfill this 
mission. 
ATIRIBUTED TO RABBI AVRAHAM YnzcHAK KOOK 

Not only is each one of us brought 
into the world with a unique combi
nation of kochos (strengths). but each 
of us is brought into the world at a 
particular time when those powers 
are needed for the fulfillment of some 
part of the Divine plan. Thus 
nachkorarequires both introspection 
concerning ourselves and intense re
flection concerning the situation of 
the Jewish people in the period in 
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which we live. 
If one reads interviews with suIVi

vors of terrible tragedies. they all have 
a common thread running through 
them. The survivors feel that their 
survival places upon them a certain 
responsibility. that there must have 
been some reason why they were 
spared. Many emerge with a feeling 
that they must dedicate their lives to 
some higher purpose. 

AsjrumJews living in the last de
cades of the Twentieth Century. we 
are all survivors of an unparalleled 
tragedy, and we continue to be survi -
vors of the wholesale assimilation of 
Amertcan Jewry. Whether or not our 
parents or grandparents escaped 
from the furnace themselves, each of 
us is the culmination of a long histort
cal process durtng which our ranks 
have been continually decimated by 
oppressors great and small. And we, 
the surviving remnant. have to ask 
ourselves: For what purpose were we 
chosen? 

Reb Yosef Rosenberger can serve 
as an exemplar for us of what it 
means to take to heart the signifi
cance of one's personal salvation. 
Along with a large number of other 
Viennese Jews he was sent to Dachau 
shortly after the Nazi Anschluss (an
nexation of Austrta) in 1938. He. how
ever, was lucky. After several months, 
he was released from Dachau. In his 
case, the time in Dachau probably 
saved his life. His affidavit of financial 
support from an Amertcan sponsor 
was not a "strong" one, and only the 
fact that the American consul in 
Vienna took pity on him because of 
his expertences allowed him to obtain 
a visa. 

Shortly after his arrtval in Amertca, 
another Jew from Vienna, who knew 
that Reb Yosefs parents had owned 
a clothing store, asked him how one 
could be sure that garments bought 
in Amertca did not contain shatnez. 
Reb Yosef did not know, and when he 
trted to find out, he learned that the 
prohibition on weartng wool-and
linen garments was almost entirely 
ignored in Amertca. Neither tailors 
nor laymen knew much about it. 
Even those aware of the prohibition 
assumed that linen was no longer 
used in modern clothing manufac
ture. 
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Reb Yosefhad to ask himself: Why 
me? Why had he been one of the for
tunate ones who managed to leave 
Vienna in time. and why had he been 
asked about shatnez? He concluded 
that he had been chosen to return the 
mitzva of shatnez back to its proper 
place in Jewish life. From then on, he 
was a man with a mission. Over the 
next year, he enrolled in a special tex
tile high school. worked menial jobs 
in the garment industry, and 
haunted the New York Public Library, 
reading scholarly tomes on linen in 
an effort to develop a quick, accurate. 
and inexpensive test for the presence 
of linen. Even when that was 
achieved, he still had to make a 
largely apathetic public aware of the 
problem. Every minute of his day and 
nearly every penny he possessed was 
devoted to this effort. It was years be
fore he had saved enough money not 
be laughed at when he sought a 
shklduch. 

Because of his single-minded de
termination, a prohibition once ig
nored by ninety percent of the shomer 
Shabbos Jews in Amert ca is today al
most universally observed. Hun
dreds, if not thousands, of shatnez 
checkers around the world have been 
personally trained by Reb Yosef or by 
those trained by him. And Mr. 
Rosenberger, now well into his eight
ies, still personally checks ten thou -
sand garments a year for a standard 
fee of only two dollars a garment. 

ill.INTROSPECTION AND THE 
YOM KIPPURDAVENING 

I f we took sertously the need to 
think deeply about ourselves in 
order to ascertain what unique 

task, in this particular time. has been 
placed upon us. we would sit down 
with our spouses. a mend. or our Rav 
and talk these issues out. The likeli
hood, however, is that we will put off 
as long as possible the questions: 
Who am I? Where am I going? Am I 
using the abilities that Hashem gave 
me for the purposes He intended? On 
Yam Kippur, we will dutifully klap al 
cheit on our various transgressions 
and resolve once again to speak less 
lashon hara in the coming year, to 
count to ten before expressing anger, 
etc. But the question-Ayekka
Where are you?-will go unasked and 
unanswered. 

Yet the Yam Kippur daveningitself 
forces us to confront this question. As 
the day wanes and the gates ofrepen
tance are closing shut, it is precisely 
this question which is thrust upon 
us. At Mincha we read the story of 
Yona. On one level, of course. Yona is 
a powerful reminder of the power of 
teshuva. On another level. however. 
Yona is the classic story of one who 
tried to flee from the task which 
Hashem had assigned him. Yonaflees 
to Tarshish, then to the sea, then to 
the hold of the ship, and finally to his 
prtvate world of dreams. But wher-
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ever he went. Hashem pursued him. 
He could not escape his appointed 
destiny. 

Chazal wanted us to confront the 
Yona within us in these last hours of 
Yorn Kippur, when our lives are hang
ing in the balance. Yes, you regret the 
lashon hara and the bitul Torah, Sefer 
Yonasays to us, but that is only part 
of the process. Identify your destiny 
and resolve to face it rather than flee 
from it, for to flee from it is the path 
toward oblivion. 

If we took seriously the need to think deeply about 
ourselves in order to ascertain what unique task, in 
this particular time, has been placed upon us, we 
would sit down with our spouses, a friend, or our Rav 
and talk these issues out. 

With that message in mind, we are 

now ready for Ne'ila, the two most 
precious hours of the year. Like a 
marathon runner with the finish line 
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only a mile away, we reach down for 
the last bit of strength, for the cour
age to confront the question: Ayekka. 
Just when we finally feel ready for a 
complete teshuvaand feel ready to go 
through the Al Cheits again with in
creased fervor, we discover there are 
no more Al Cheits. Repentance on in
dividual sins is no longer the issue. 

Instead of the Al Cheit, we say to 
the Ribbono shel Olam. "You have 
taught us, Hashem, our G-d, to con
fess before You regarding all our sins 
in order that we can withdraw our 
hands from all that we have taken 
wrongfully,'' There is no mitzva of 
teshuva written explicitly in the To
rah, just a mitzva of confession, 
which is written in the parashadeal
ing with theft, And the ultimate theft. 
writes the Chiddushei HaRim, is that 
which we steal from Hashem when 
we do not use the powers He gave us 
for the purposes He intended. We 
confess at the end of Ne'ila our mis
appropriation of our G-d-given tal
ents. "All that was taken wrongfully" 
is that which we took from Hashem 
and did not consecrate to His pur
poses. 

Now we are finally at the third 
stage of "nashuva eilecha-we will re
turn to You," which, says Rav 
Tzaddok Hakohein, means dedicat -
ing all our strength to Hashem's ser
vice. We know repentance is possible 
because "IHashem's} right hand is 
outstretched to receive those who re
turn," just as a loving father reaches 
out to his wayward children. The fa
ther may become impatient or angry, 
but in the end he forgives them: 'They 
are good children; they have such 
great strengths; they want to live up 
to their potential." 

And we in turn must dare to be 
great; dare to find out who we really are 
and for what Hashem created us. • 
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Exploring the Compelling 
Obligation of Cheshbon Hanefesh 

ESSENTIAL FOR 
SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

n ose of us who view fidelity to 
he Torah as the paramount 
alue, and the Torah itself as 

the arbiter of all priorities, like to re
fer to ourselves as Torah Jews. Such 
a label has very broad tmplications. It 
denotes not only a belief in Torah val
ues, but a commitment to their acqui
sition as well. And, indeed, Torah 
JeWI)' throughout the ages has pro
duced countless individuals who 
have lived up to those implications. 
Kindness; devotion; generosity
these are but a few of the attributes 
that have marked the truly pious 
Jews of every generation in our long 
history. 

But these qualities do not come 
easy. Generally, they are achieved 
only after long and tireless effort to
ward personal growth and develop
ment. This effort is not limited to one 
particular method. Over the centu
ries, there have developed many dtf
ferent approaches to pursuing these 
lofty goals. A basic component of all 
such undertakings, however, is 

Rabbi Roberts is the Mash.giach Ruchani of Ye
shiva Shaar Hatorah of Queens. This is his first 
appearance in these pages. 
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Cheshbon Han~fesh-critical 
introspection. Without a care
ful watch over the dynamics 
of his heart and soul, a per
son is almost certain to be 
led astray by the passions 
and desires churning in
side him. Thus, he 
needs to look himself 
squarely in the eye and 
scrutinize his every trait in order to 
properly direct his efforts at self-im
provement. 

Even this activity, however, has its 
dangers. Strangely enough, the very 
people who are most deeply involved 
in serious introspection are some
times among the most difficult to live 
with. Even as they seek to tmprove 
their deeds and character, they occa
sionally develop an air of self-righ
teousness and deep self-absorption. 
How are we to understand this? How 
can so noble an endeavor turn into a 
cause for regression? And what are 
the factors that determine whether it 
is used as a tool for sptrttual growth 
or a vehicle for moral decline? 

THE HEAVENLY DEBATE 

The Gemora relates the following 
intriguing story; 

Rabbi Matis Roberts 

For two and one half years, the 
House of Shammai and the House of 
Hillel debated. These stated, "It would 
be preferable for man not to have been 
created than to have been created." 
The [others] stated, "It is preferable 
for man that he was created than if he 
had not been created." They counted 
[the votes of the assembled sagesj and 
ruled: It would be preferable for man 
not to have been created than to have 
been created. Now that he was ere~ 
ated, he must scrutinize his deeds 
and examine his deeds [Eruvin 13b). 
This Gemora is highly perplexing. 

Are the Sages really questioning 
Hashem'sjudgmentin creating man? 
And do they really conclude that He 
missed the mark in carrying out His 
Divine plan? 

This question is addressed by the 
Maggid Meshorim of the Beis Yosef 
(Parshas Bereishis, Teves 14). He ex
platns that the debate between the 
Houses of Hillel and Shammai did not 
concern the essential creation of 
man, but rather his soul's descent 
from the Heavens above to the earth 
below. While in the Heavens, the soul 
sits before the Divine Throne, bask
ing in the light of the Almighty's pres
ence. Its joy is limited, however, by 
two vital factors. First, it has no op
portunity to improve itself and rise to 
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higher levels of holiness. Second, 
even the levels it has attained are un
earned, its pleasure a "bread of 
shame" that lacks the sweetness en
joyed by those who eat the fruits of 
their own labors. Therefore, accord
tng to some Sages, the soul would ea
gerly confront the challenges of This 
World for the chance to enhance its 
standtng in the World-to-Come. 

On the other hand, this world of 
ours is fraught with dangers and pit
falls. Who can be certain that he will 
be able to overcome them? The soul 
that descends to this world could well 
fail tn its quest and lose even its pre
vious standing in the Heavens. Surely 
it would prefer to rematn in its origi
nal state of glory than to risk it all for 
a status that is far from certain. This 
is the basis for the opposing view cited 
by the Gemora-that man would pre
fer not to be created. 

Thus, the debate of the Gerrwra 
concerns the predisposition of the 
human soul. Given the choice while 
still in Heaven, what would be its 
preference? Would it opt to remain 
static in its current lofty state or 
would it risk eternal decline for the 
chance to pursue even greater spiri
tual heights? 

Nevertheless, we are still left some
what bewildered. This question 
seems very academic; why did it merit 
so many months of debate and dis
cussion? Furthermore. what was the 
potnt of the Sages' voting on a philo
sophical question of this type? Did 
the majority ruling affect the meta
physical reality? Finally, how are we 
to understand the flow of the 
Gerrwra-But now that he was cre
ated, he should scrutinize his deeds 
and he should examine his deeds? As 
noted above, this is a basic compo
nent of any approach to spiritual 
growth. Why does the Gerrwra link it 
to the preferences of the human soul? 

BRINGING HEAVEN 
DOWN TO EARTH 

TI answer these questions, we 
need to consider the implica
tions of this historic debate. In 

truth, each side of the sow·s dilemma 
represents a fundamental facet of hu
man nature. The willingness to take 
risks for the sake of reaching greater 
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heights flows from the drive for self
actualization, the potent force that 
propels a person toward personal 
growth and achievement. This drive 
actually comprises two closely related 
qualities. One of these is the deep in
ternal yearning to soar and achieve. 
a force that has written countless 
chapters in the history of man. In
deed, the wisest of men informs us 
that no matter how much we succeed 
or how high we climb. 'The soul will 
still not be satisfied" [KoheUes 6, 7). 

Accurate self-analysis is 
an extremely arduous 
task. Furthermore, it is 
both painful and 
emotionally draining for 
a person to look himself 
squarely in the eye and 
acknowledge his faults 
and failings. This 
provokes his natural 
desire for tranquillily, 
which feeds his inertia 
and strengthens his 
resistance to the 
discomfort that self
awareness creates. 

The other is the power of the human 
ego. Man has a powerful urge to pro
duce, to create-to leave behind an 
extension of his very self. As the 
Gemora tells us: "A person prefers 
one measure of his own making over 
ten that were produced by another" 
[Bava Metzia 38a). 

But there is another. contradictory 
side to human nature. Tranquility, 
serenity, harmony-who is not se
duced by the lure of these blessings? 
As expressed by our Sages, "Great is 

peace, for all blesstngs are contained 
within it" [VayikraRabba9:9). When 
that side of a man's personality takes 
control. he will forgo unbelievable op
portunities just to be left in peace. So 
much so, the Gemora tells us. that his 
soul in Heaven is ready to retire and 
rest on laurels that are not even its 
own rather than accept the risks of 
the imposing world below. 

If we consider these traits care
fully, we will realize that they each 
contain potential for spiritual decline. 
The desire for serenity, if not con
trolled. breeds passivity. sloth, and 
ultimate decay. The drive for self-ac
tualization. ifleft unchecked. leads to 
arrogance, self-absorption, and even
tual corruption. Thus, on the unend
ing battlefield between growth and 
regression, we must constantly 
straddle the fence between these two 
sides of human nature. 

One of the issues affected by this 
delicate balance is introspection. On 
the one hand, critical self-knowledge 
is a most unappealtng achievement. 
It is both difficult and agonizing to 
face oneself honestly and to acknowl
edge the faults and failings that fes
ter within. Thus, man's desire for 
tranquility feeds his resistance to true 
self-awareness and the emotional 
turmoil it creates. Yet, on the other 
hand. it is precisely those traits that 
are so painful that. ifleft unmanaged, 
will corrupt his deeds and distort his 
moral vision. Therefore. the desire for 
serenity. which so strongly resists se
rious CheshbonHanejesh, is the very 
factor that makes it a necessity. 

The other side of the coin, however. 
offers a very different perspective. A 
human being loves to think about 
himself; it is an activity that is very 
habit-forrntng. No matter how sincere 
a person's introspection may be, it 
can easily deteriorate into simple self
absorption. Furthermore. a person 
who works at his personal growth 
soon becomes aware of the contrast 
between himself and those who are 
less ambitious. This may foster a 
smug feeling of moral superiority. 
breeding haughtiness and arrogance 
instead of righteousness. Indeed, 
Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe. N""""'1, states 
that someone who cannot overcome 
this tendency should cease his in
volvement tn avodas hamussar (Alei 
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Shur II, Shaar2, Ch. 8). 
Thus, it would seem as though we 

face a true moral dilemma in regard 
to Cheshbon Hanejesh; Do its merits 
outweigh its considerable dangers, or 
does the need for its benefits take pre
cedence over its perils? 

DECIDING THE ISSUE 

T:e resolution of this troubling 
uestion lies in the dispute be 

tween Beis Sharnmai and Beis 
Hillel. One school contends that the 
soul would prefer to come down to 
earth, risking its eternal status to 
pursue its advancement. This clearly 
assumes that the natural drive for 
self-actualization is more powerful 
than the desire for peace and seren
ity. Accordingly, the dangers of seri
ous introspection are greater than its 
rewards; it will more likely breed 
haughtiness and self-obsession than 
lead to self-improvement. Therefore, 
that approach to personal develop
ment is too hazardous to attempt, 
and we must seek other means 

GIVEN BY 

through which to pursue spiritual 
growth. 

The others, however, take the op
posite position. The soul, if given the 
choice, would refuse to gamble with 
eternity. It would restrict itself to per
petual limitations to avoid the possi
bility of its decline. These sages 
clearly believe that human ambition 
cannot overcome the desire for 
peace.' Thus, without intensive effort, 
a person will never come to recog
nize-or to rectify-the disturbing 
truths about himself and his charac
ter. If that is the case, we have no 
choice but to follow the path of seri
ous introspection, and to take our 
chances with the dangers of arro
gance and self-absorption. 

Thus, the dispute between Bais 

1 Actually. history abounds with individuals and 
nations who eschewed peace and tranquility to de
vote themselves to a cause. Such goals and causes, 
however, tend to grip a person until he knows no 
peace unless he pursues them. 1bis is not the case 
with spilitual introspection. In regard to the moral 
~oajli.cts within our souls, one can usually apply 
the maxim: Ignore it and it will go away. 
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Sharnmai and Bais Hillel concerning 
the celestial soul is quite pertinent 
here on earth. This explains their 
need to arrive at a judicial decision
as well as their ensuing resolution. 
The soul, they conclude, would pre
fer to avoid the risk of its downfall 
rather than pursue further growth. In 
other words, the desire for serenity is 
a more powerful force than the drive 
for achievement. This being so, no 
one would face his personal failings if 
he did not force himself to do so. 
Therefore, a person must scrutinize 
his deeds if he wishes to realize his 
spiritual potentia1-achshav 
shenivra yifashjesh b'maasav. 

BALANCING THE SCALES 

Nevertheless, the significance of 
the original debate remains in 
force. If it took the giants of 

that era two-and-a-half years to come 
to a conclusion, the two sides of the 
issue must be nearly balanced. Al
though the desire for serenity may 
outweigh the drive for growth, the lat
ter is definitely a force to be reckoned 
with. That being the case, we cannot 
ignore the dangers of the course we 
have been bidden to follow. We must 
therefore ask ourselves: How can we 
engage in serious introspection while 
avoiding the pitfalls of pride and self
centeredness? 

The first principle to follow is one 
that I heard from the Telshe Rosh 
Hayeshiva, Rabbi Mordechai Gifter, 
N"""'1!>. Mussar and introspection are 
remedie&--antidotes to our spiritual 
ills and maladies. And just like other 
medications, they must be applied 
with the correct measure. Thus, we 
need to make room in our schedule 
for regular self-analysis, but we must 
limit it to that designated time. The 
rest of the day, our hearts and minds 
should be fully focused on our activi
ties. Yes, of course we must take care 
to do them properly, in accordance 
with the laws and standards of the 
Torah. But we should not get caught 
up in a pattern of ongoing self-assess
ment, a running dialogue between 
ourselves and our consciences over 
every move we make: "Am I learning 
with the proper intentions?" "Could I 
have confronted this person with 
greater sensitivity?" "Am I living up to 
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my potential--or to the standards I 
should be demanding of myself?" 
'!his type of constant measuring will 
drain you of your mental and emo
tional resources, leaving a mere frac
tion of your potential for the tasks at 
hand. Furthermore, it will slowly de
velop into total self-centeredness
and to all the aberrations that so 
greatly concerned the Houses of Hillel 
and Sharnmai. 

Along stmilar lines, we should take 
the advice of the Sages (Avos I :6)
"Acquire for yourself a friend." A good 
friend is important for many reasons, 
but one of the most vital is his role tn 
effective Cheshbon Hanefesh. Our 
capacity to fool ourselves on so many 
levels is greatly limited when we share 
our struggles with a close confidant. 
So many of our self-delusions are to
tally transparent to any objective ob
server or listener. 1his is doubly so 
when the listener is a close friend who 
truly knows and understands us. In 
addition, when we establish such a 
relationship, the ongotng flow of mu
tual intimacy and feedback helps 
keep us from getting canied away 
with our own self-involvement. 
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Yes, it is difficult for many indi
viduals to open up to another on such 
an intimate level: that is why the 
Sages say acquire ajrienri The bless
tng of true friendship has a price: it 
demands that you swallowyourpride 
and overcome your desire for pri
vacy-that you share of your inner
most self with another and allow him 
to similarly share with you. But, as 
you will soon discover, the friendship 
you acquire through these conces
sions is one that is truly priceless. 

Furthermore, human interaction 
is not limited to intimate friends. 
There are endless ways tn which we 
can be tnvolved with others, count
less contributions we can make to 
their lives. With every such tnvolve
ment we direct our attention to those 
with whom we interact. In this man
ner, we develop strongfeeltngs ofktn
ship with them, and a deep sensitiv
ity to their needs and desires. And, at 
the same time, we shift our focus 
away from our own needs and egos. 

Such tnteraction will also help us 
develop a positive attitude towards 
others. To achieve this, we need only 
follow the words of the Ramban tn his 
famous epistle: 

And every person should be 
greater than you in your eyes. If he is 
wise or wealthy, you are obligated to 
honor him. If ... you are ... wiser than 
he, conclude in your heart that you 
are guiltier than he. and he is more 
innocent than you. For if he sins he 
is [doing soJ inadvertently, whereas 
you [do so) deliberately. 
In other words, we must learn to 

view every individual from the per
spective of his positive qualities. Ev
ery person has attributes to admire: 
from each tndividual there is some
thtng to learn. Ours is to find those 
qualities in our every acquaintance 
and follow his example tn those areas. 
By relating to people tn this manner, 
we will cultivate within ourselves a 
true appreciation of their attributes. 
'!his will prevent us from developtng 
egotistical airs or a sense of superior
ity toward others. And it will allow us 
to harness the mighty power of 
Cheshbon Hanefesh without falling 
prey to its potential pitfalls. • 
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Rabbi Joseph Elias 

The 
New Revolution 

in Israel 
The Liberal Mask Over The Freshly-Mounted 

Secular Offensive in the Jewish State 

MANIFESTO FOR CHANGE 

I t is obvious to all that the "Peace 
Initiative," as it slowly unfolds, 
represents literally a revolution

ary change in the ideology of Zionism 
and the nature of the State oflsrael. 
The image of the state and its politi
cal, social, and security situation are 
bound to undergo profound changes. 
Unfortunately, however, it is not so 
well known that there is another revo
lution taking place in Eretz Yisroel 
which is even more fundamental and 
forms an extraordinary challenge to 
us. The agents of this revolution are 
very outspoken about it, and we 
should listen to them carefully. When 
the present Israeli government was 
installed, a bulletin published by 
Chemdat (The Committee for the 
Freedom of Science, Religion and 
Culture) wrote the following about the 
new government, under the heading, 
"A Political Revolution, A Spiritual 
Revolution": 

"Now our turn has anived. Until to
day the central forces in public leader
ship, the men in charge of education. 
culture, and immigrant absorption, 

Rabbi Elias, menahel of the Rabbi Samson 
Raphael Hirsch Beth Jacob High School for Girls 
and the Rika Breuer Teachers Seminary is a mem
ber of the editorial board of The Jewish Observer. 
He is the author of a number of published works, 
including The Haggadah (ArtScroll/Mesorah} and 
a new translation and commentary on Rabbi S.R. 
Hirsch's The Nineteen Letters (Feldheirn). 
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were hostile to us and rejected our ap-
proach .... The time has now come to 
nurture the ideology of secular hu
manism. Needed now is the advance
ment of secular Judaism, spiritually 
and nationally .... Now it is our tum." 
And the writer continues: 

"Will the political revolution bring 
consequences in the areas of educa
tion and the spirit in Israel? Will it 
bring a new spirit that will sweep away 
the anachronism of rabbinic Judaism 
which has had a hold on our life? ... 
The answer is in our hands." (quoted 
in Yated Ne'eman, Sept. l} 
Events have shown the writer to be 

right. Chemdat, headed by the profes
sor who founded the first Reform con
gregation in Israel, is a small group, 
mostly of intellectuals and academ
ics, typical of a number of such orga
nizations (such as the Movement for 
Progressive Judaism, the Secular Is
raeli Movement for Humanistic Juda
ism, the Association of Archaeolo
gists, the Movement for a Self-Renew
ing Judaism, etc .. etc.). They have 
agitated against Torah Judaism for 
years, but with very limited success. 

It is true that the struggle over 
Yiddishkeit has been raging since the 
rise of Zionism. It has been bitter, 
and we have lost many battles. These, 
however, were over the standards and 
demands of the Torah that non-reli
gious Jews rejected-but there was 
generally an acceptance of the fact. by 
both the religious and the non-reli
gious, that religion meant Torah Ju-

daism. We must remember that even 
the most rabid enemies of Torah 
among the founders of Zionism had 
almost all grown up in Eastern Eu
rope. To them Judaism meant Or
thodoxy, Torah. They opposed it. they 
did not want it-but when there was 
need to come to an accommodation 
with the religious Jews, it was of 
course an accommodation to Torah 
Judaism. The most outstanding ex· 
ample is Ben-Gurion's letter to Rabbi 
Yitzchak Meir Levin about the reli
gious demands that the new state will 
meet: Shabbos as the day of rest, 
Kashrus in government kitchens, the 
right to independent Torah educa
tion, and the control by the Rabbin
ate of all matters concerning personal 
status.' This agreement was eroded, 
dented, broken in significant re
spects; but it clearly established that 
Jewish relipion in the State of Israel 
means Torah. 

THE DIFFERENCE THIS TIME 

Tie present revolution is an ef
ort by the Left and the liberal 
ecular forces in Israel to use 

the power of the government that 
1 Less well known but much more poignant is the 
fact that when the hour of truth struck. some of 
the outstanding leaders of the revolt against Torah 
sought contact with the world they had rejected-

· Achad Ha'am. after his daughter had manied a 
Gentile, or the Grand Old Man of the Mapam who 
asked that his son say Kaddish at his grave. 
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they control since the last election, to 
redefine Judaism itself. As Professor 
Shetreet, the Minister of Education, 
put it, "Judaism is too valuable to 
leave it in the hands of the Charedlm" 
Instead it must be viewed as a many
hued assortment ofreligious ideolo
gies, all of them recognized as Juda
ism-pluralism as understood in the 
Western liberal democratic world. 
When we hear about this or that new 
government directive against some 
religious practice or concern, this is 
not an anti-religious step such as we 
expertenced heretofore; it is clearly a 

part of a grand strategy to change the 
entire character of the Jewish state-
and, indeed, of the Jewish people. 
Non-Jewish forces have tried 
throughout history to do away with 
us; but rarely ever any group within 
our nation. In its historic arrogance 
and sheer effrontery, this strategy 
can only remind us of, say, the efforts 
of the Hellenists and the Sadducees 
to gain control of the Jewish people. 
The most important factor in this de
velopment is the fact that the present 
generation of political and intellectual 
leaders in Eretz Yisroel has not expe-

'Cite ,C(J1111-awaited "Cra11slafi(J1t 
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rtenced Eastern Europe: their roots 
are in the Western world, with its em
phasis that religion is a prtvate mat
ter, that all religions and pseudo-reli
gion are equally valid, and-ulti
mately-that every man can create 
his own religion and morality, becom
ing the manufacturer of his own de
ity .... These men, products of the uni
versities and intellectual circles con
nected with them, have neither un
derstanding nor tolerance for the 
legacy of the Jewish people-and 
now, suddenly, they are no longer 
voices in the wilderness but able to 
carry out their ideas. Their control of 
the government not only provides the 
opportunity (!) to regulate, restrain, 
and impede many areas of crucial 
concern to Torah Jewry: it also allows 
them (2) to channel government 
funding to the organizations and 
movements they approve of (supple
menting the ample funds coming 
from the Amertcan Reform and Con
servative movements); and (3) to sup
port these organizations in the use of 
the one weapon that they have been 
so successful with up to now-innu
merable appeals to a receptive Su
preme Court for relief from what they 
consider religious issues. Let us sur
vey brtefly the vartous ways in which 
their grand strategy is pursued. 

THE GRAND STRATEGY 
FOR CHANGE 

Professor Amnon Rubinstein, of 
Tel Aviv University, is Minister 
of Education. His only distinc

tion over Shularnith Aloni, whom he 
replaced, is that he is not as vulgar 
and loudmouthed as she. Perhaps. 
however, for this very reason he has 
been pushing through measures that 
she probably could not have imple
mented. They are based on the 
Shenhar Report. This was the prod
uct of a Conunission established to 
study and recommend remedies for 
the incredible ignorance of Judaism 
among the students of the govern
ment schools. The commission re
ported that the fault lay with .... the 
Orthodox; to involve the students 
Jewishly, pluralism has to be taught. 
(It is noteworthy that the recommen
dations of the report, as edited by Pro
fessor Shenhar and her associates. 
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were never officially approved by the 
commission, many of whose mem
bers expressed disagreement with 
them.) 

In pursuit of this goal, an advisory 
council was established in the Minis
try representing Reform, Conserva
tive and secular representatives; 
Chemdat and the Kibbutz movement 
have been commissioned to prepare 
brochures, texts, and curricula' (a 
grant of a quarter million Shekalimfor 
2 A brochure already published, on fue subject of 
Rosh Hashana, traces the roots of this Holiday to 
Babylonian sources! 
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this purpose has been mentioned); 
funds are allocated for Conservative 
and Reform institutions; and seventh 
and eight grade students of negligible 
background are to be sent to visit pro
gressive houses of worship, as a 
means of indoctrination. 

• Yair Tzaban is Minister of Immi
gration and Absorption. Whereas his 
predecessor, Rabbi Peretz, distrib
uted information on Yiddishkeit to 
the new immigrants, Tzaban replaced 
it with brochures prepared by 
Chemdat ostensibly for immigrants. 
he has arranged for their distribution 

in the cities, as well. Not so long ago, 
Tzaban addressed a group of aca
demics at Tel-Aviv University. "Since 
we are among ourselves," he ex
plained, he spoke very frankly about 
the changes that he (and his circle) 
felt had to be brought about in Jew
ish life; as it happens. a religious re
porter was indeed present and pub
lished a full report on Tzaban's vision 
and goals. 

• Professor Shimon Shetreet is 
Minister of Religion. When he was 
appointed, the religious members of 
the Knesset did not object-they were 
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unaware of his 1970 Master's thesis, 
written for the Hebrew University. in 
which he spelled out in detail that 
many aspects of the religious status 
quo were incompatible with a demo
cratic society such as Israel. which 
must respect everybody's religious 
freedom. From the moment that he 
took over the ministry he set out to 
change the existing situation. Like 
Rubinstein, he got rid of most of the 
religious officials whom he had inher
ited from his predecessor. and pro
mulgated a number of new regula
tions and legislative and executive 

proposals: 
(1) Rabbis of all towns should only 

serve for ten years; they must have 
served in the army. and live in the 
communities where they hold office 
(it should be noted that no such re
strictions exist or are proposed for the 
judges in the secular courts). On the 
other hand, he wants to abolish the 
present requirement that Rabbis 
need to be recertified by the Chief 
Rabbinate every three years. The ob
vious goal is to weaken the Chief 
Rabbinate and the local Rabbis and 
strengthen government control over 
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them. 
(2) Rabbis should be required to 

perform marriages even in non-ko
sher wedding halls and where there 
was no tevila. Couples that are not 
permitted to marry according to 
halacha should be helped financially 
to get married outside Israel. 

(3) Burial Societies should be re
quired to obtain licenses, to force 
them to abide by the ministry's re
quirements (such as arranging a 
place for people of questionable Jew
ish descent). To break the "monopoly" 
of the Chevros Kadishos. public rep-
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resentatives should be included in 
their policy-making boards. 

(4) While payments to Torah insti
tutions have been cut or delayed, fi
nancial support to Reform and Con
servative institutions is provided (e.g. 
a Reform "Yeshiva" at the Reform's 
Jerusalem Center is to be subsi
dized). 

(5) Shetreet even wants to have the 
say as to which locations qualify as 
mekomos kedoshim, and which do 
not. 

The determined opposition of all 
parts of religious Jewry (as expressed 
in a strong letter by Rabbi Sherer to 
Rabin, asking for Shetreet's replace
ment), appears to have slowed 
Shetreet's efforts (the Chief 
Rabbinate's Council has directed the 
Burial Societies not to apply for li
censes). But his determination to 
push through his program is undi
minished. He sarcastically declared 
that he "was not appointed by 
Agudath Israel, but represents 
Mapai"; apparently the fact that he is 
to serve the religious public has es
caped him. 

(4) Aharon Barak is the newly in
stalled Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court, which will give him even 
greater power to pursue the ideologi
cal agenda which he pushed hereto
fore as a member of the court. It is in 
full accord with that of the Meretzleft
wingers, and has even led to accusa
tions in the secular press that he has 
much too cozy political relations with 
them, to the point of discussing with 
them the judicial issues that come 
before him (apparently these reports 
struck home, for he responded with 
a violent tirade calling for controls on 
the media). 

• As mentioned before, a favorite 
tool of the secularists is resorting to 
legal appeals based on human rights 
and the equal rights of all citizens, 
which are interfered with by such re
ligious restrictions as prohibition of 
treifa meat import, etc. Israel has no 
constitution or Bill of Rights, and the 
Knesset, like the English Parliament, 
can in theory pass any law it pleases. 
However. some time ago some "basic 
laws" concerning human rights were 
adopted-and they have been consis
tently treated by Barak and his col
leagues as constitutional legislation. 
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(e.g. he supported the inclusion of 
Reform and Conservative representa
tives on the Religious Councils, and 
the right to import treifa meat). On 
that basis, the Supreme Court has 
almost always sided with the advo
cates of secularism and pluralism. 
Thus it has eroded the religious char
acter of the "Jewish" state, which 
even its founding fathers acknowl
edged in agreeing to the "Status Quo," 
and infiinged on the prerogatives of 
the rabbinate and the batei din. Pres
ently the court is to rule on whether 
non-Jewish children adopted and 
"converted" non-halachically must be 
accepted by the batei din as Jewish; 
this is obviously a matter of "personal 
status," which should not have come 
before the secular courts at all. 

The overall picture is very clear, 
and we do not even have to discuss 
the practices of the police in not en
forcing laws that deal with religious 
concerns (Shabbos observance, ar
chaeological excavations, etc.); or the 
efforts of the Ministry of Housing to 
keep the religious population from 
spreading into areas "reserved" for 
non-religious Jews. 

COUNTERING THE REVOLUTION 

Tie revolution announced by 
Chemdat is in full swing. The 
present government is fully 

committed to it, even if Rabin some
times diplomatically opts for compro
mise. 

Even if the right-wing parties come 
to power again, we cannot be sure 
that they will reverse the trend. Yet its 
implications are immense, well be
yond our imagination. First and fore
most, over a million school children, 
who up to now learnt pitifully little 
about their religious heritage, will 
now be handed over to the exclusive 
control of the Reformers, Conserva
tives and secularists. "Religious 
teachers are unfit to teach Jewish 
subjects in the government schools." 
This, in sum, is the new policy of 
Rubinstein's Ministry of Education ... 
accompanied by a budget of millions 
for this anti-Torah effort 
(HamachanehHachared~ Sept. 7). At 
the same time, the secularization of 
Israeli society as a whole is pursued 
through progressively eliminating 

any halachic demands that have af
fected the ordinary Israeli citizen 
heretofore-whether in Kashrus, 
marriage, burial, adoption, or public 
Sabbath rest. The result is bound to 
be an all but total split between To
rah Jewry and the rest of the Israeli 
population. Torah Commentators 
draw attention to the fact that the 
Nevi'im always emphasize that "a 
remnant oflsrael" will survive our bit
ter exile, not the people as a whole. We 
have indeed suffered grievous losses 
through the course of our history. 
But that surely does not mean that 
we may accept with equanimity the 
incipient catastrophe of forever losing 
the majority of our brethren in Eretz 
Yisroel to alien gods! 

What can we-must we-do? In 
the first place, the immensity of this 
threat must be spelled out clearly to 
all parts of the Jewish people. Up to 
now its full dimensions have not been 
realized in our own society and cer
tainly not by those who stand outside 
the Torah camp but still have a feel
ing for the importance of our eternal 
traditions for the survival of Kial 
YisroeL Sounding the alarm may per
haps have a restraining effect on the 
anti-religious camp. 

Then. more than ever. it is essen
tial to give the fullest financial sup
port to the Eretz Y-isroel institutions 
and organizations that fight back by 
strengthening Torah study, Torah 
observance, and kiruv rechokim 

The success of our efforts in this 
battle depends, of course, on the de
gree of Syata Dishmaya that we are 
granted. Indeed, Rabbi Shach, 
w1:>"n>, stressed in his letter that we 
- for our part - should concentrate 
on Torah study and tefilla, the guard
ians of our destiny ... a sure way to 
enhance our SyataDishmaya 

W e stand at the beginning of 
a new year. Rosh Hashana 
is dedicated to the accep

tance ofG-d's kingship, by every Jew 
individually, and by the Jewish 
people as a whole. It is our fervent 
hope and prayer that this should 
come to pass, so that "the past year 
and its curses come to an end and the 
new year and its blessings begin," 
bringing the longed-for redemption of 
our people! • 
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Y erushalayim. It is 
difficult to imagine 
another five syl
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man echo of the music of 
Creation itself, the soul
ful sound of heartfelt, ut
ter devotion to the Di
vine. 

dancers, laser beams, politics and 
controversy, the city of Jerusalem ... 
began a 15-month celebration of the 
3000 years since King David wrested 
the hilltop town from the Jebusites 
and proclaimed it the capital of the 
Jewish people.* 

Yerushalayim. The Jewish people's 
ultimate abode, what "binds" us 

Jews "one to the other," in the 
Midrash's words. We may find 
menucha. "pause." elsewhere, but 
our nachnla, our communal legacy, 
can be nothing but the eternal, sa
cred city, the "eye of the world," the 
sublime nucleus of the Holy Land, the 
hallowed Jewish ... home. The Jewish 
soul in space. 

[Jerusalem mayor] Olmert has re
peatedly insisted that "Jerusalem 
3000" is not meant to be exclusively 
Israeli or Jewish. He has noted that it 
also includes an exhibition of Islamic 
history and a performance of 
Beethoven's "C_on the Mount of Ol
ives"* 

Y erushalayim. Destined, say 
Chazal to be called the "throne 

Rabbi Shafran. who seives as the Director of Pub
lic Affairs for Agudath Israel of America, Is a fre
quent contrtbutor to these pages. 
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of Hakadosh Baruch HIL" The sanc
tifying walls that thrice yearly wel
comed streams of Jews from near and 
far, ascending, both in body and in 
spirit, to The City on the hill, seeking 
proximity-of both sorts-to the 
Avoda, the Divine service in the Beis 
Hamikdash, closeness to the focus of 
the Regalim-days-and to Hakadosh 
Baruch Hu. 

"Salute to Jerusalem"-thou
sands of singers, dancers and musi
cians from all over the world will pa
rade through the streets and squares 
of the city, accompanying 20 enor
mous floats crafted in Italy for a mas
sive pageant**. 

'T"he Avoda. the holy service itself, 
.l the intense, rarefied joy of serving 

the Creator, and the magnificence, 
the sheer rru:yesty of the korbonos and 
the tefillos. 

"King David Chess Tournament," 
featuring an authentic chess match 
played on a giant chessboard by cos
tumed actors on foot and horseback, 
outside the walls of the Old 
City ... Jerusalem Film Festival show
cases exciting original films, hosted 
by leading international directors and 
actors.** 

New productions of 
Beethoven's .. Fidelio" and 
... Ninth Symphony, with 

Daniel Barenboim conducting the 
Deutsche Staatsoper of Berlin. ** 

H allel at the Holy Temple, the 
soaring strains of praise for 

Hashem sacred words once used by 
Moshe Rabbeinu and Yehoshua, re
dacted by David Hamelech, propelled 
through the ages by the voices of 
countless holy Jews. "Yisroel betach 
b'HaShem," "Jewish people, trust in 
Hahem; their trust and their shield 
is He." 

Gospel music will be uniquely cel
ebrated in historic venues around 
Jerusalem by gospel choirs from all 
over the world .... 

"Liturgica Festival of Sacred Mu
sic," performed by leading interna
tional singers, conductors, choirs, 
works by Handel, Mozart, Verdi and 
Bach.** 

T he open doors of open homes, 
beckoning travelers. No one, 

Chazal remark, ever complained 
about feeling cramped in 
Yerushalayim. The daily miracles in 
the Beis Hamikdash. The indescrib
able grandeur-still apparent today 
to sensitive souls--of a place on our 
very planet subtly but powerfully 
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fused to a heavenly counterpart. 
Yerushalayim. The direction faced 

by Jews in prayer the world over. the 
image formed in their minds' eyes. 

"K'lilas yoji mosos l'chol ha'aretz": 
"Perfect in beauty, the joy of all earth" 
(Eicha2.15). 

"Jerusalem: A Capital for All 
Times." at the Bible Lands Museum, 
compares Jerusalem with other an
cient capitals -Memphis, Ur, Nineva 
and Babylon. * * 

One who never saw Yerushalayim 
in its glory." says the Talmud. 

"never saw a beautiful city." The seat 
of the Sanhedrin, the "light of the 
world," in the Midrash's words, which 
go on: "And what is its light? 
HakadoshBarochHu." 

"Gala Des Etoiles'', the most be
loved and popular highlights of clas
sical ballet and modem dance, will be 
performed by the stars of the premiere 
ballet companies of Russia, France, 
Canada and the United States. * * 

Yerushalayim. The site of proph 
ecy. "Any prophet whose name is 

recorded but whose city is not." the 
Talmud teaches, "can be assumed to 
hail from Yerushalayim." 

Yerushalayim. The cradle of 
Malchus, Jewish "royalty," the hinge 
of history, the seed-bed of the ulti
mate redemption, the fertile soil that 
nourishes the roots of Moshiach. 

International Puppet Theater Fes
tival, 10 new productions based on 
the legends of King David and his son, 
King Solomon. * * 

Yerushalayim. The seat of the 
throne ofDovid Hamelech. spiri

tual leader of his people, student and 
scholar, holy man, illustrious warrior 
in the beis hamidrash as on the 
battlefield, for the glory of Hashem 
and His Torah. Where Shlomo 
Hamelech. the wisest of men, shared 
his depth of understanding with the 
multitudes who traveled from far and 
wide to taste of it, where he wrote 
KoheUes and Shir HaShirim. the "holy 
of holies." Where an ordinary Jew 
would eat kodshim kallim. a portion 
of the sacrificial meats, and his spir
its would soar. 

"King David's Feast"-sumptuous 
12-course royal banquet prepared by 
25 of the world's finest chefs at vari
ous locations*. 
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~ ECOME A MORE 
EffECTIVE 
REBBE 

Our course, taught by leading 
mechanchim and principals is 
beginning its 16th year. Classes 
include classroom management, 
practicum, discipline, methodology, 
parent relations, child development, 
and other important topics. 

Join the hundreds of mechanchim 
who have benefited from the 
Mercaz training. 

CLASSES BEGIN ON ISRU CHAG. 
ALL ClASSES AT MES!VfA TORAH VODAATH. 

Don't mlss<Jut! 
Enroll nowfor the 
coming year! 

For information. and registration 
please call Rabbi Yehud<i Rupp . 

718-853:..5111 
RABBI YOEL KRAMER, Educational Dil'(ctor 
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HARPEN YOUR 
MIND AND ENHANCE 
YOUR CAREER 
The Mercaz is offering new 
Advancement Opportunities 
for MEN 

Principals hip 
Administration/ 
Executive Director 
-- ---·---·-

Computers in the 
Classroom 
Dealing Effectively 
with tl1.e Special Child 
----· 

Advanced Dikduk 
Techniques in Adult 
Education 
CLASSES BEGIN AFTER SUKKOS. 
ALL CLASSES AT MESIVfA TORAH 
VODMTH. 

For information and registration 
please call Rabbi Yehuda Rupp 

718-853-5111 
RABBI YOEL KRAMER, Educational Director 

500 people will eat from specially 
made Rosenthal china .... ** 

Yerushalayim. in mourning, is a 
woman: Knesses Yisroel, the 
personification of our people. 

"Oh, how she sits alone, the city 
once filled with people has become 
like a widow ... weeping bitterly" over 
the loss of her true stature, "her tear 
upon her cheek. .. All her mends have 
betrayed her. they have become her 
enemies" (Eicha l, 1-2). 

"For this our heart was faint, for 
these our eyes have dimmed. for Har 
Tzion lying desolate, foxes prowling 
over it .... 

"Bring us back to you, Hashem, 
and we will return; renew our days as 
ofold" (Eicha 5: 17, 18, 21). • 
•The New YorkThnes, 9/5/95 
"''"Official Israeli Ministry ofTourtsm Llterature 

"Jerusalem 2865" -
Hardly As Catchy 
Jewish tradition has carefully re

corded the dates of important 
events in our people's history. 
Yetzias Mitzrayim, the Exodus. took 
place. according to our tradition, in 
the year 2448 from the worlds cre
ation; 480 years later, in the year 
2928, Shlomo HaMelech-then in 
the fourth year of his reign-began 1 

the building of the first Beis 
HaMikdosh. 

Forty years before Shlomo 
HaMe/ech became king-2884 
years from creation-Dovid 
HaMelech ascended the throne. 
For seven and a half years he 
reigned in Chevron and then-in 
the year 2891-in Yerushalayim. 

Thus, Yerushalayim's establish
ment as the capital of the Jewish 
kingdom took place 2865 years 
ago. Thecitys3000thyearlies 135 
years in the future. 

When. with Hashem's help, that 
year arrives. it will bring along with 
it the opportunity to celebrate the 
3000th anniversary of Yerusha
layim's establishment as a Jewish 
city in both a chronologically and 
conceptually appropriate manner. 
May we all merit to be part of that 
fitting celebration. 
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One evening this past 
Choel Hamoed 
Succos, at the 

Simchas Yam Tov celebra
tion held annually in a 
Jerusalem women's ye
shiva, my daughters and I engaged in 
four or five hours of non-stop danc
ing. The boomingly loud music, pro
vided as it is each year by a local 
women's band, was ear-splitting, ir
resistible, rhythmic, sometimes sweet 
and yearning. The women and girls, 
mostly strangers to one another, 
came in all ages, and for those unin
hibited hours, hundreds of us danced 
and danced and danced as if nothing 
else in the world existed but our feet 
and our songs and our exhilaration. 

On the bus-ride home late that 
night, as my littlest girl fell asleep upon 
my lap and my teenagers talked with 
their friends, I thought of a Simchns 
Beis HaSho'eiva celebration twenty
five years earlier, when a young Jew
ish woman, harboiing some tender 11 

hopes and fervent questions, entered 

and on the planet, and last but not 
least, when she walked through those 
doors, she wanted G-d to be there 
waiting for her. 

* * * 
Fromtheivoman's balcony of a West 

Side Manhattan synagogue, I looked 
doivn upon the men dancing for a Jew
ish holiday /"d never heard of before this 
evening. Fathers held children aiJ:!.ft on 

1 

their shoulders as they circled around . 
' and around and arotmd; small girls and ! 

boys dashed in and out of the delighted 
procession. Ihese se!finclusiue jQ.milies 
were eve1ywhere, it seemed. The music 
was fast and loud and catchy. Outside 
there was thunder and lightning and 
cold. In here it was warm and bright. 

I tapped my feet and looked around 
discreetly at the tvomen occupying the 
tiered benches, and when I couldn't 
stand it anymore, sidled over to the se-
date-looking lady seated a bit to my left. 
I had recently started recognizing these 

a synagogue. By herself in New York 
City, she had heard that on this night i 

there would be dancing going on here 
and she'd looked forward to it all week. 
She couldn't wait to dance, she hoped 
to find a community that would em
brace her, she wanted Jewish expla
nations for everything in her own life 

! people's well-coiffed wigs; this tuoman 
had on a brown one, and a stiff round 
hat atop that. "Excuse me, can I ask you 

I something?'' 
Sarah Shapiro, a published author who lives in 
Jerusalem. is a frequent contributor to these 
pages. Her most recent article. "The Man Who Fled 
From Honor-and His Entourage of 300.000 
Mourners:· appeared in JO. May. '95. 
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"Yes?" She turned her head part 
way. She appeared to be some sort of 
European in her early thirties: trim, no
nonsense, attractively even:featured, 

Sarah Shapiro 

attired in a navy blue suit with 
a lacy white shirt and cuffs. 

"Exruse me, could you tell 
me-?" 

"Yes?" 
'Td like to know why the 

women aren't dancing with the men." 
She stared with large hazel eyes. Her 

chin drew in. Th.e pretty girl at her side, 
who I supposed was her daughter, 
around ttvelve, with glossy auburn 
braids, leaned froward slightly and sur
ocyed me with guarded curiosity. I felt Uke 
a wild-hearted monster compared to these 
two. I repeated the question. not trying this 
time to conceal the hard edge beneath my 
words. 

One. Two. A few momenis stood si
lent between us, then: "You should 
speak to my husband. He is a rabbl He 
will lmow how to answer you very good, 
he is better to talk than I. Wait after 
downstairs and I will bring him." 

Ajterwards, in the wood-panelled 
anteroom I waited. A cloakroom ivas on 
one side, an oaken stairway on the 
other. Girls and women and little chil
dren were all coming down the stairs 
with a lot of conversation and noise, men 
and boys and more little children were 
exiting out of some hallway to my right, 
everyone was getting their coats and 
wraps. Families reunited, the place 
gradually emptied out, and I was alone. 
Suddenly an opaque-glass door opened 
up and a black-silited, black-bearded 
man with a large black ya rm ulka 
stepped forth. As the door shut behind 
him, I caught a fast glimpse of the 
brightly lit synagogue proper within. He 
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stood before me, wary. Was I scaring 
these people? 

"Yes?" he declared. Also a European. it 
seemecl .from some vague coWltry like Bel· 
gium "You want loknowaboutthedancing7' 

A sudden bitter initaJion twisted in· 
side me. This husband, this rabbi of 
hers. better prove women weren't sec
ond·class citizens, after all, in this whole 
get·up. And Heaven help him if he 
couldn't give me an answer, pronto. 

"Right. I want to know why the 
women aren't allowed to dance with the 
men." My anger sounded to my own 
ears flat, bold, the way I wanted it. 

"They should er!}oy themselves, too." 
The man drew himself to his full 

height and looked down upon me with 
chin upraised. "The women do not need 
to dance because they are on a higher 
level than the men." He squinted for a 
second, obviously trying to disc em if he 
was hitting the mark with this hostile 
American Jewess. He hoped to. "Do an· 
gels need to dance?" 

Something opened up within me, 
some channe~ I wanted to believe ... him? 
The anger melted for a moment in my 
desire, the desire which had brought me 
here to this place where I felt impure and 

An uncle's invitation and an 
old silver brooch brought Judy 
Marks to the house on 
Kyverdale Road. But something 
much deeper and far more 
mysterious is keeping her there. 

In this intriguing historical novel, Chaiky Halpern takes 
readers on a journey that leads from Ukranian pogroms to 
turn-of-the-century London, down to our own day-as an 
estranged young woman begins to discover the beauty of 
her heritage. 
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An enchanting story, filled with vivid characters, The 
House On Kyverdale Road will edify and entertain the 
hearts of readers everywhere. 

Available at all Jewish bookstores or direct from H.C. $16.95, P.B. $12.95 

unworthy. Do angels need to dance? I 
tried to take it in. He's saying I don't 
need to dance, because I am an angel. 

But it was hard to keep myfeet still 
Therefore, I'm unangelic. 
I wish I were angelic. 
Do angels need to dance .... It sounds 

like a compliment. It's surely a compli
ment. But not for me? Because I need to 
dance? 

Iwanted. .. something.Iwaitedformore. 
TI1.e rabbi, however, seemed to have 

completed what he had to say, and ex· 
pected me, apparently. to go now. 

Out I stepped inJo the wet Manhattan 
night, withhts answerinmyempliedheart. 

The man drew himself lo 

his full heightand looked 
down upon me with chin 
upraised. "The women do 
not need lo dance because 
they are on a higher level 
than the men. Do angels 
need lo dance?" 

• • • 

S peeding along in this bus now, 
two decades down the road, a 
sorrow seized me for that child, 

almost as if she were a daughter to 
me rather than myself. I wished the 
well-meaning rabbi and his wife had 
told me that separated dancing by 
women is indeed permitted by 
halacha under appropriate condi
tions, and explained honestly why 
women can watch men as they dance 
but not vice-versa. I wished they'd 
convinced me that I, too, would one 
day know what it is to feel angelic; 
that I would sometimes even tran
scend the plison of my human limi
tations by restricting myself 
halachically. I wished that somehow 
they had known how to make me feel 
included that cold and rainy night in 
Manhattan rather than ostracized. 

But how could such things rea
sonably be expected? Their lives and 
mine were hardly taking place on the 
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same planet; just as mine hadn't pre· 
pared me for them, theirs had in no 
way prepared them for kiruv work 
with modern young American 
women, and there were no women's 
yeshivas in Manhattan at the time, 
designed to speak my language. 

As familiar shadows of Jerusalem 
rushed by in the darkness, it struck 
me, though. that even if the rabbi and 
his wife had given me those frank re
plies, perhaps I wouldn't have had 
ears to hear. The whole notion of 
separation of men and women would, 
perhaps, have seemed to me so oddly 

As familiar shadows of 
Jerusalem rushed by in 
the darkness, it struck me, 
though, that even if the 
rabbi and his wife had 
given me those frank 
replies, perhaps I wouldn't 
have had ears to hear. 

archaic and unnecessary as to be 
outrageous. It's possible I would have 
rejected uncompromised truth had it 
been proffered. 

G-d Himself was waiting for me, 
however, just as I had hoped. A few 
weeks later, one of the young couples 
in the neighborhood invited me to a 
Ftiday night meal. When the woman 
covered her eyes and bencht licht, I 
found the sight so very beautiful, and 
was so touched that this was a Jew
ish ritual, part of my own heritage, 
that I sat right down, took out my 
drawing pad, and executed an ex· 
quisite charcoal line drawing of the 
candles and their burning flames. 

Thank G·d she said nothing, and 
evidently told her other guest to behave 
likewise. I sat there blithely unaware 
that I was doing anything wrong, drew 
my picture until she distracted me with 
her newborn baby, and felt that per· 
haps this world could be mine, after all. 
Iwasonmyway. • 
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OOl(ING TO 
ADVANCE IN 
YOUR CAREER? 

The Mercaz is offering 
new Advancement Opportunities 
for WOMEN 

Principals hip 

Conversational 
Hebrew/Ulpan 

Conversational 
Russian 

Dealing Effectively 
with tlie Special Child 

CLASSES BEGIN AFTER SUKKOS. 
ALL CLASSES AT CONVENIENT 
BROOKLYN LOCATION. 

For information and registration 
please call Rabbi Yehuda Rupp 

718-853-5111 
RABBI YOEL KRAMER, EducaNonal Dilfflor 
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Books in 
Review 

They Called Him Mike, by Yonason 
Rosenblum (ArtScroll/Mesorah, 
Brooklyn, NY, 1995, h.c. $22.95, p.b. 
$18.95) 

T: read They Called Him Mike is 
o relive the struggle, anguish, 

suffering and triumph of recent 
Jewish history. In Yonason 
Rosenblum's historical biography of 
Reb Elimelech Gavriel Tress you will 
experience the American Torah Jew's 
lonely battle for survival against both 
internal and external enemies. and 
you will see how the stubborn 
struggles waged by just a few valiant 
souls shaped the present. 

When chronicling this growth of 
the Agudath Israel Movement (which 
Mr. Tress led from late 1930's to the 
1960's) from its fledgling days to its 
full-flowering as a major force today, 
one becomes fully aware of the preva
lent Zeitgeist young people had to 
contend with a half-century ago-the 
tremendous tug to assimilation, on 
the one hand, and concern over 
achieving financial stability and 
growth, on the other. The setting was 
one of prevalent am haratzus, with 
few strong role models or leaders. Ev
ery individual who cast his lot with 
the Agudath Israel Youth Movement 
in those days did so as a conscien
tious step, calling for courage and 
commitment, worthy of the reader's 

Rabbi Aaron Brafman is Menahel of Yeshiva 
Derech Ayson, Far Rockaway, N.Y. His ~Builders 
and Destroyers~ was featured in JO, January, '95. 
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admiration. But 
throughout the 
narrative, one es
pecially stands 
in awe of the 
man about 
whom Rabbi 
Aharon 
Kotler, '>"YT, 
said, "'This 
man is a 
gaon in 
maasim 
(deeds)" (pg. 1 7 in 
Mike). And about whom 
the Satmar Rabbi '>"YT said to a 
Tress son: "If there were nine more in 
the world like your father, Moshiach 
would come because he is a 'sonei 
betzd--0ne who cannot be swayed by 
money" (ibid, pg. 16). 

One is much inspired by the many 
selflessly giving people-those who 
worked with Mike, and those who fol
lowed his lead-who stood firm 
ground against the total environment 
surrounding them and managed to 
preserve authentic Yiddishkeit At the 
same time, one is filled with a pro
found sadness for the millions of their 
contemporaries who gave up their 
Yiddishkeit and their eternity. for the 
momentary allure of America. 

In the copiously footnoted pages, 
we meet anew old familiar names. 
such as the Septimus brother, Rabbi 
Herbert S. Goldstein, '>'1 and Un':>:!'. 
Gershon Kranzler. It is especially 
gratifying to find Rabbi Gedalia 
Schorr, '>"YT-long recognized to be 
the first American-raised Gadol 

Rabbi Aaron Brafman 

Ba
T o -
rah

receive 
some 

measure 
ofrecogni

tion for all 
the effort he 

invested in 
Mike and 

Zeirei Agudath 
Israel. and the 

Torah he created 
through them, as 

well as his impres
sive accomplish-

ments for Hatzola. 
True, Rabbi Elchonon Wasser
man's unique impact on the scene, as 
described in Mike. is a remarkable 
contribution of the Hashgacha to 
Orthodoxy's growth. Butitwasbyvir
tue of the years of teaching and inspi
ration on a daily basis that Rabbi 
Schorr. through his brilliance and 
engaging personality. was able to 
make an indelible impression on the 
many young bachurim who formed 
the nucleus of the future Olam 
HaTorah. 

The reader feels a great sense of 
pride when one notes the remarkable 
growth of Agudath Israel and the 
Olwn HaTorah in general these past 
fifty years. Mike's efforts took 
Agudath Israel from an organization 
treated with disdain and derision and 
moved it in the direction where today 
it is one of the most respected in the 
Jewish world. 
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Rescue Years
Inspiring, Draining 

M ost intense. emotional expe
ence, in which Mike leaves 
e reader angry. frustrated, 

and inspired, is the entire section 
dealing with attempts to rescue Jews 
from the pertls of the Holocaust. This 
book corroborates and complements 
several other recent works' that 
document the apathy, indifference 
and blatant Anti-Semitism of world 
governments (including various 
agencies of the American govern
ment) that could have helped save 
Jewish lives. Worse yet, when one 
reads of the apathy and indifference 
of many leaders of secular and Zion
ist organizations, one is struck by the 
stark contrast of their attitude to the 
mesiras nefesh of Mike Tress, Rabbi 
Eliezer Silver, Irving Bunim, and, 
later, the European Roshei Yeshiva 
who expended great effort for 
Hatzola. It was Mike, however, who 
gave all-financially, emotionally and 
physically-for his fellow Jews. 
Much of the book, based as it is on 
interviews. has a scholarly tone. It of
ten lacks psychological insight into 
Mike's incredible dedication. To get a 
real sense of the passion and the big 
heari that was Mike. however, one 
need only read the chapters on the DP 
Camps---especially "A Message From 
the DP Camps." For here it is. Mike's 
own words and own speeches in de
scribing his heartbreaking experi
ences. You feel the intense pain and 
profound care that he felt. You sense 
the power and the passion that en-

1 1. David Wyman's TheAbandonmentoftheJews: 
America and the Iiolocaust 1941-45. {Pantheon 
Books), 2. A Fire in his Soul--Biography ojlro(ng 
Burtim. by his son Amos Bunim (Feldheim Pub Ush
ers). 3. The Unheeded Cry, about Rav Michoel Ber 
Weissmandel, by Moshe Fuchs (ArtScroll). 

4916 l:\th Ave., B'klyn, NY 11219 
(718) 8';4·2911 

The Jewish Observer, October 1 995 

abled him to move and motivate his 
audiences, and cannot help but be 
moved to tears by his words. 

Two Omissions 

Tiere are two glaring omissions 
m the book. One-a deeperun

erstanding of what really 
brought Mike to Zeirei and Torah-is 
obviously due to a dirth of contempo
raries left from Mike's youth to serve 
as resources. It would have been very 
instructional if we had a better un
derstanding of what made Mike. who 
basically was a product of the public 
school system, grow into such a baaJ 
bitachon and yerei Shamayirn 

The other omission is significant 
for the lesson in tzenius and modesty 
it teaches us. In an age when head
line-grabbing public officials. and 
"telling it all," have invaded even our 
Orthodox world, it is refreshing to see 
a family intent on remaining true to 
the Jewish value of Kol keuuda bas 
melech penima_ 

It is obvious that for Mike to have 
done what he did, Mrs. Tress had to 
be an exceptional woman. Yet neither 
"Bobba Tress." as she is affectionately 
known to the family. nor her children, 
wanted their own stories told. This is 
truly a lesson that we in our era of 
unabashed exhibitionism would do 
well to learn. Without more informa
tion regarding the family, hi.s story is 
incomplete. 

In the end, the book is a challenge 

BETTER MENSWEAR 

SUMMER CLIARANCI : BIG SAYINGS 
ON ALL SUMMER SUITS 

1769 • 51ST STREET (718) 854·1196 
OAILYll OOAM 900PM,FRIDAYl1 OOAM 230 

to all of us. Elimelech Tress is a 
mechayev for everyone past and 
present. When the recent spate of bi
ographies of Gedolim started to ap
pear, people were inspired, and yet 
almost felt a sense of relief. For those 
giants of intellect and avoda are so 
beyond our reach that we are awe
struck, but do not feel the challenge 
of their example. Mike is different. He 
was one of us. What are people of the 
War generation going to answer when 
asked: 'Why weren't you like Mike?" 

What will people of our generation 
answer? • 

Yeshiva 
Telshe Alumni 

Riverdale, New York 

Is pleased to invite you to the 
Dedication Ceremony 

on its newly expanded campus ....., 
join with Gedolei Yisroel, 

community leaders, neighbors, 
parents and friends in this 

historic event. ....., 
Dedication of the 

Wassermann building and 
Fragin Bais Medrash 

will take place at this event. 
,-., 

Please join us for this 
memorable celebration 

Sunday, 5 Cheshvan, 
October 29, 1995, 10:30 a.m. 

640 W. 249th Street 
(Comer Independence Ave/across from 
our main campus and directly across 

from Wave Hill) 

Light reception following program 
No Solicitations 

,-., 
Please contact the Yeshiva at 
(718) 601-3523 

for further information 
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''As If With 
One Heart'' 
The Unifying Thread 
of Chessed That Binds 
Our People Together 
"K'ish echad beleiv echad
like one man, with one heart" 
is how Kial Yisroel is described 
at Har Sinai standing together, 
united, to receive the Torah. 

V\lhat a difficult image to 
conjure up in these times 
where every person has a label 
that ends with a different "isl," 
"nik, "or "ish, " (as in centrist, 
kibbutznik, yeshivish). Politi
cal disharmony among Jews 
from right and left has created 
even more splinters. 

Unity, it seems, is as elusive as 
the ge'ula has been. With this 
in mind I present to you a case 
of a thriving, united Kial 
Yisroel that exists today. 
Where? you may ask. It exists 
all around you, but is obscured 
from your vision at times 
because of nearsightedness. 
The people involved in the 
following stories do vary in 
political views and levels of 
religiousness. However the 
leiv, the heart, is one and 
whole, united with a feeling of 
chessed that has not left 
Yisroel since ... Sinai itself. 
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M y late son"s illness caused us 
to travel around the country 
to different medical centers. 

On one occasion we had the need to 
be in a small university city in the 
South. My husband was to go with 
my son and we were hoptng to find a 
person in that city who could relieve 
him in the hospital so he could meet 
with doctors. How does one go about 
connecttng with a Jewish community 
one knows nothtng about? 

For starters, a phone call to a 
friend in Crown Heights. She con
nected me with a shaliach in a nearby 
city. The shaliach apologetically ex
plained that he was located quite a 
distance from the university town. 
There was, however, a Hillel House 
there run by a very nice man ... a re
form rabbi. Though skeptical of his 
assurances that I would find the help 
I sought. I dialed and left my number 
on an answering machine in a Re
~mple. 
"Th~bbi did call back. I explained 

my situation. He was silent for a few 
momenw and said he would get back 
to me if ahyone came to mind. Forty
five minutes later he called back with 
a list of the names of tens girls his wife 
provided him. Perhaps being sensi
tive to the fact that I was Orthodox. 
he preceded each name by mention
ing whether one or both parents of 
the girls were Jewish. (A very sharp 
reminder of the intermarriage rate 
down South.) 

A few phone calls later 1 had found 
an enthusiastic girl who even offered 
to meet my husband and son at the 
airport. Being mindful that this was 
the summer, during the course of 
conversation I mentioned my hus
band was a rabbi and would she 
mind dresstng accordingly. 

My husband was met at the airport 
in ninety-degree heat by a girl wear
ing a turtleneck top and a skirt to her 
ankles. She provided my son many 
hours of good company. 

The connections here were mind 
boggling. Litvishe Jew in New York 
calls Lubavitcher, who connects her 
to Reform Rabbi who connects her to 
a Reform girl. All arrangements began 
with the magic words "Can you help 
me? I'm a fellow Jew." Not one of us 
had previously known each other and 
we have never met since. 

BrachaKrupman 

But then again, perhaps we did 
brush shoulders with each other 
some three thousand years ago .... 

Consifier for a moment how the fol
lowing would appear in the eyes of a 
non-Jew: 

My husband was davening in 
a shul near my son's hospi
tal in midtown Manhattan. 

It was close to Succos. and we knew 
he would also be hospitalized during 
Yom Tov. Dr. K. came over to give my 
husband Shalom and tnquired as to 
what brought him to the shuL On 
hearing that my son would be hospi
talized over Yam Tov, he casually of
fered his apartment for our family, 
since he would be away. 

We jumped at the offer. I had one 
short conversation with Mrs. K. who 
said she would arrange with the 
building superintendent's wife to 
come stay with my small children for 
the few minutes it would take me to 
go to the hospital to relieve my hus
band. 

The super's wife did come. and af
ter going over some brief instructions, 
she inquired offhand, "Where do you 
know Sarah from?" 

"Sarah who?" I asked without 
thinking. 

"Sarah. You know, Sarah K. The 
owner of this apartment." 

Her face darkened with suspicion. 
I could easily read her thoughts. 
What was I doing in the apartment of 
someone whose name I didn't even 
know? My conversation with Mrs. K. 
had been so rushed I didn't remem
ber exchanging first names with her. 
Should I tell the super's wife the truth? 
!wondered. 

Should I tell her that Dr. K., a total 
stranger, gave the keys of his luxury 
co-op apartment to my husband on 
his own free will? And shall I tell her 
that we were able to accept his offer 
with no shame knowing that we too 
would do the same? Should I tell her 
that our only connection with the K's 
dates back to a mountain in the Sinai 
desert three thousand years ago? 

Somehow, I thought such an ex
planation would go over her head. 

"Well,'' I said, "Sarah is a friend of 
amend." 

The super's wife seemed satisfied 
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with that. 
Mi ke'amcha Yisroet? What other 

people as a group is like this? 

In New York we take for granted the 
seroices that are offered by mqjor orga
nizations like the Bikur Cholims, 
Hatzalah, Tomchei Shabbos, not to men· 
tion the countless smaller organizations 
that provide for almost every need imag· 
inable. One only needs to speak to a re
cipient of these services to hear songs of 
praise for the chessed that goes from one 
Jew to another regardless of level of re
ligiosity, with no questions asked. 

'Those on the "outside" look question· 
ingly at the thermoses of soup and 
plates of food that are delivered to hos· 
pital rooms. They don't understand how 
it ts that someone from a foreign country 
a0ce Israel) can have such a steady.flow 
of visitors, if they have no relatives. How 
can such people have so many helpfal 
friends? 

My husband was once questioned by 
the parent of our hospital roommate, a 
non-Jewish woman. She wanted to 
know how he was able to get blood do
nors for our ailing son-a very time-con
suming and.frustrating process. 

"We," the woman said sadly, as a 
self appointed spokesperson for the rest 
of the hwnan race, "don't have what you 
have." 

I t is unfortunate that often itis sad 
circumstances that brtng out this 
kinship, based on chessed as it is. 

Yet. the fact that people draw together 
at times of crises is not to be looked 
down on. And it need not be a terrtble 
crisis, either. 

Spotting a.frurn man at the side of 
the road, my husband pulled over to 
offer assistance. Help was already on 
the way, the man explained; my hus
band was the fifth car to stop. Those 
who trted to drtve to the Catskills sev
eral summers ago durtng a crippling 
storm remember the fantastic re
sponse of the Jewish communities of 
Monroe and Monsey as people went 
out to help the stranded travelers. It 
did not matter if they stood or sat 
during Kiddush. or whether they 
made Havda/a after 45 minutes or 90 
minutes. 

Is it possible that all it takes to 
bring together a chassid and a YU 
graduate is a flat tire? 
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Tie feeling of Jewishness runs 
eep among those not easily 

recognizable as Jews, as well. 
Perhaps even deeper than they realize. 

We found ourselves in a hospital 
in Texas at the outbreak of the Gulf 
War. We sat there and listened to the 
news, and we were torn by concern 
of our child who was critically ill, 
our anxiety over relatives in Eretz 
YisroeL and distress over the danger 
to Klal YisroeL We felt very alone. 
And then they came. It started with 
a nurse. "You know I'm Jewish, too," 
she said. And then a resident: 'Tm 
Conservative, .. he said somewhat 
apologetically, "but I can tell you 
where to get kosher food." And then 
another nurse came, seemingly to 

express her sympathy and let us 
know she was one of us. They did 
not come because they felt sorry for 
us. They came for themselves. To 
create an invisible bunker to 
weather the war together. thou
sands of miles away. 

Despite the seeming difference 
among the B'nei Yisroel from various 
communities and their diverse points 
along the religious spectrum, we have 
a lot more in common than we think. 
We all stood together at Har Sinai 
3300 years ago, with one heari-a 
heari that throbs with the compas
sion of the original Amud HaChessed. 
the Patrtarch Avraham. And here we 
are today: Millions of offsprtng, all of 
oneheari. • 
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ALittleBit 
of Good 

Newsi 
Good news is always nice. 

So here is a bit of good news re
garding an issue that has been writ
ten about in these pages many times 
over the past decade. 

Kingsbrook Medical Center in 
Brooklyn is known for its Tay-Sachs 
ward. At one time, the 16-bed facility 
was., . ., filled to capacity with children 
afflicted with the dreaded Tay-Sachs 
disease. 

Today, n·:i. there are no children 
with Tay-Sachs there. None. Zero. 

This is. no doubt, due to the yeo
man efforts of Dor Yeshorim, the 
Committee for the Prevention of Jew
ish Genetic Diseases. who has devel
oped-and implemented-an anony
mous system that has to-date tested 
close to 60.000 eligible young men 
and women-and identified 108 po
tential disaster matches. should they 
be completed. 

But one should not underestimate 
the potential for harm that still exists. 
There are other genetic diseases 
prevalent amongst Ashkenazic Jewry 
that still abound. Canavan·s disease 
and cystic fibrosis amongst them. 
Testing has now become available for 
some of these diseases and Dor 
Yeshorim has implemented these 
tests into its system. 

Why? Because these diseases are 
also catastrophic. 

Canavan·s disease. for example, is 
a devastating macheleh(sickness) that 
is somewhat similar to Tay-Sachs ex-
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I cept that the child usually lives longer. 
thus prolonging the agony and suffer
ing of the entire family. 

And. despite the previously men
tioned good news about Tay-Sachs, 
we cannot become complacent either. 
as the following letter, received re
cently by the Dor Yeshorim office, at
tests to: 
Dear Dor Yeslwrim1, 

I write to you as an unfortunate 
mother and grwidmother, wlw has no 
peacefal moment. A year and a half ago, 
we married off our oldest daughter, with 
Hashem's help. Everyone realized lww 
emotional such a time is-marrying off 
the first child, anticipating so much 
nachas. 

1 Translated from the original Yiddish. 
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Less than a year after the chasana, 
the moment we had awaited for arrived. 
My daughter became a mother, and I
a grandmother. Usually, this is such a 
joyous time, but for us, unfortunately, 
this joy did not last long. 

Oy! The joy turned to tragedy! 
My daughter's seemingly healthy 

child became severely ill after a few 
months. According to the doctors, it was 
because of the ill-suited genetic combi
nation of the parents. Urifortunately, 
they say that they can't assure me of the 
health of fature children. May Hashem 
grant that the doctors should be proven 
wrong. 

Before the match, I had known that 
there is an organization called "Dor 
Yeshorim" which helps avoid such ca
tastrophes, with Hashem 's help. but I 
must confess that I did not take it seri
ously. I'm not sure why. Perhaps it was 
due to my own ind[{erent nature, or per
haps I had heard this from people who 
do not take it seriously. For whatever 
reasons, we finalized the shidduch 
without the Dor Yeshorim test. 

Now, less than two years later, I tear 
the hair from my head. With my own 
hands, I have caused a tragedy to two 
children. I am guilty. No one but I am 
guilty of their present tragic state, for 
which they shed so many bitter tears, 
and only the Creator knows how this 
will end. My daughter is too ftne to say 
anything to me, but I understand that in 
her heari there is a pain which gnaws 
at her and asks, 

"Mommy, why were you so negli
gent?" 

Woe! What can I answer her? I am 
ashamed to look her in the face. I 
will. unfortunately, ftnd no peace from 
the guilt feelings that pain me. But to 
you, the leadership of Dor Yeshorim I 
want to complain. 

Why do you write only dry adveriise
ments? Why don't you go out in the 
streets with a cry which should open the 
closed ears of apathetic parents-so 
that they shall not bring misfortune to 
themselves and their children because 
of their laxity? Why don't you do it? 

I ask you to print my letter and to 
spread its message to the entire Jewish 
world. if it will succeed in rescuing Jew
ish children from misfortunes, this will 
be the consolation for my broken heari. 

Signed, 
AN UNFORTUNATE MOIHER AND GR.ANDMOIHER 
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Letters to 
the Editor 

POSITIVE IMPACT OF SEMINARY 
EDUCATION 

To the Editor: 
I am a teacher presently of Navi to 

eighth grade girls and I taught Neviim 
Rishonim in a seminary in Eretz. 
Yisroel before moving back to the 
States. I am writing, however, not as 
a teacher, but as an alumna of Bais 
Yaakov of Yerushalayim ("BJJ"). Al
though it is true that the work load 
there was tremendous, and that we 
were taxed both academically and 
physically with the hours required by 
the curriculum, this was not the main 
thrust of the year's learning-neither 
in my mind then, nor now, as 1 look 
back. 

The daily lessons in Navi, 
Chumash, Parsha, Dinim, Historia, 
etc., were saturated with hashkafos 
and lessons for daily life. So much of 
what 1 aspire to today, both for my
self and for my children, has its roots 
in the wonderful discussions that we 
had with our teachers. These ideas 
were rooted in Tanach and the other 
sefarim that we were learning; the 
academic subjects served as a spring
board for the "practical" applications 
that are necessary for a Bas YisroeL 
As a former student of yet another 
academically demanding school. I feel 
that classes entitled "Hashkaja," 
"Shalom Bay is," etc., are viewed by 
the students as "lightweight" because 
they are not derived directly from the 
words of our Neviim or other basic 
texts. 

So much of my life today, years af
ter graduating from BJJ, is influ
enced by the hashkajos and outlooks 
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given to me then. If it's not reading 
secular reading material on Shabbos, 
not sharing private conversations of 
husband and wife with friends, not 
referring to one's husband by his 
name to others, a value system that 
encourages histapkus b'muat (mak
ing do with less), viewingthe hard-to
understand personalities in Tanach 
(i.e. Shimshon HaGibor, Shaul 
HaMelech) with the sense that they 
tower above us, the importance of ap
preciating every minute of our hus
bands' learning, or even the idea of 
not eating standing at a smorgas-

A 
High 

Schbol 
Education 

Is For 
A Lifetime 

-Invest Just 
2Hours 

bord-these were all inculcated into 
the students without a class called 
"Hashkafa"! This is but a minute 
sampling of the many thoughts and 
goals that were presented to us to in
spire us to grow. 

As a student in Rebbetzin David's 
class, I used to reserve the margins in 
each notebook for the hashkafos, the 
le'maaseh parts, the practical teach
ings on which we would not be tested. 
My margins for that subject were 
filled for the entire notebook, while 
the pages were only half used up. 
Doesn't that say it all? 
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Lastly, a tremendous amount of 
hashlmfa and preparation for future 
lives as NashimB'Yisroelwas learned 
from just observing our teachers in 
their daily lives. Their ahavas 
haTorah, the way they honored thetr 
husbands. the way they spoke to and 
treated thetr children, thetr hachnosas 
orchim. their tzenius, all spoke vol
umes to us without classes entitled 
accordtngly. When l visit these teach
ers tn Eretz Y'tSl'Of?l do they discuss the 
"Ain Yaakov's" that we were requtred 
to prepare tn semtnary? No. They won
der whether I find time to daven twice 
a day with k"hsixchildren. They won
der if I keep my perspectives tn order, 
living as l do "out-of-town." The mes
sage they are giving is the same one 
that they gave when I was a student 
there-that the ikrim for a woman are 
the Torah home she will establish and 
that our studies were just a conduit to 
that end. 

Stnce I grew up ;r-:i tn a wonderful 
Torah envtronment, some may argue 
I did not "need" the hashkafa-type of 
seminary. and that I chose an aca-
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demic one tnstead. They are so wrong! 
Even gtrls from the fiwnmest homes 
grew tremendously tn Bais Yaakov of 
Yerushalayim. The true sign of a mas
ter teacher is one who can tncorporate 
the proper lessons for life tnto the cur
riculum so that these hashkqfos re
ceive the proper emphasis that is due 
to them. I only hope that I will live up 
to the hashkafos and goals that were 
presented to me tn this "academically
oriented semtnary." 

SH!FRA GEIT!NGER 
South Bend. Indiana 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 
REDUCING THE RISKS OF 

EXPOSURE 

To the Editor: 
The articles addresstng 'The Risks 

of Exposure. The Costs of Insulartty" 
(February '95) omitted a number of 
additional ways that we can-and 
should-avoid exposure. For example, 
people as oflate recognize the dangers 
of television, yet are not aware that ra-

dio and newspapers are not much bet
ter. On a daily basis. we are exposed 
to detailed reports of crimes and vio
lence that would have been censored 
a generation ago. This results tn our 
sensitivities becomtng deadened to 
kedusha. as we subconsciously iden
tify with values that are not our own. 
Further, we tend to focus on the play
ers in current events as though they 
were the prime movers, ignoring the 
key role of Hashgacha in what takes 
place. If you think that this is not so, 
listen to the heated debates over poli
tics or other popular issues by people 
who are yerei Shamayim in all other 
respects. Nor should we forget the 
messages (both conscious and sub
conscious) we receive from the adver
tisements, which introduce us to a 
world we would be better off not know
ing about. 

Is it any surprise, then, that people 
daven and learn with much less 
geshmak than they ought to? 

In light of the above. perhaps we 
should reduce our exposure to radio 
and newspapers. After all. is every 

Ulpan Akiva Netanya 
International Hebrew Study Center 

~'-'
~~~~ 
~ou~0 

ISRAEL STUDY VACATION 
for Individuals and Families 
of all ages & backgrounds 

Hebrew at all levels (3-20 weeksJ 

Hebrew Brush-up & Correct Spelling (24 days) 

Spoken Arabic (5-17 days -tor Hebrew speakers) 

• Intensive study - small classes 
• Social & cultural activities 
• Residential program in country club surroundings 
• Courses on all levels open every month 
• For visitors from all over the world, Israelis & immigrants 
• Well suited to university students 
• Accredited by several universities 
• Group rates available 

For a free brochure, contact: ULPAN AKIVA NETANYA 
POB 6086, 42160 Netanya Israel 

Tel: 972-9-352312/3 (Sun-Thu 9-2) 
Fax: 972-9-652919 

37 



last detail that essential? It can bear
gued that we need to know the news 
to carry on conversations with co
workers and clients. Can this justify 
listening to the news before 
Shacharis, during breakfast, and af
ter supper? Many an intelligent indi
vidual contents himself with reading 
the middle columns of the Wall Street 
Journal's front page. More exposure 
than this is not necessary-nor is it 
necessartly harmless. 

jobs in Manhattan are not in a posi
tion to avoid the Big City. Those. how
ever. who are looking for jobs should 
try to find jobs in better surround
ings-in the outer boroughs and the 
suburbs. They may not have the 
same prestige or opportunities for ad
vancement as Manhattan jobs, but 
consider the trade-offl 

In some Brooklyn neighborhoods, 
chartered buses bring hundreds of 
frum Yidden to Manhattan daily, 
avoiding the unsavory subway ride. 
Similar routes should be introduced in 
other neighborhoods, helping to pre-

We could minimize exposure fur
ther by being more selective of where 
we work. Those who already have 
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PLEASE HELP SUSTAIN THOSE 
Wtto HELP SusTAIN Us. 

Spiritual sustenance for 
the Jewish people 
comes through the 

learning of Torah. Indeed, 
we are told, the whole world 
is sustained by this Torah 
study. 

In these difficult times in 
Israel, hundreds of devoted 
Talmidei Chachomim and their 
families cannot afford even 
the barest necessities for 
physical life. Putting bread 
on the table for dependents, 
clothing them and providing 
decent housing for them is a 
constant struggle. Many are 
in dire need of medical 
treatment and they look to 
Ezras Torah for help in their 
crisis. 

Thousands of young 
couples depend on us for 
assistance in beginning their 
married life together. 
Orphaned children must be 
helped with their continued 
education in addition to their 
physical needs. 

For over eighty-one years, 
Ezras Torah has been there to 
help, THANKS TO YOU! 
Our assistance ranges from 
Yorn Tov stipends, to Free 
Loans, to Emergency Medical 
Needs, to Hachnosas Kai/ah 

grants, to Birthing grants, to 
assistance to Olim from 
Russia and other countries. 
Please be a part of this great 
effort which Ezras Torah is 
making to sustain the needy 

EIGHTY-flRST 

and the hungry among us. 
The High Holidays are 

punctuated with Repentance, 
Prayer and Charity. Please 
direct your Zedakah to Ezras 
Torah. 

THE HUMAN SIDE 
OF TORAH PHILANTHROPY 

r---------------------------~--------, 
I l would like to help Ezras Torah's needy. Enclosed is my tax dedl.Icbble contribution for: 

l 0$1S [1$36 0$100 0$180 0$250 0$360 0$500 0$1000 !10ther$ __ 

: Please contact me regarding establishing an Ezras Torah Endowment Fund for a: 

I 0 Fr"" Loan Fund 0 Medical Fund 
I 
I Please send n>e an Ezrns Torah PochtCalendor (checked below). My contribution is enclosed 

: 0 Pocket-sized Hebrew Luach n Pocket-si~d English Luad1 n Wall-<>izrd Hebrew Luach 
I 
I NAME __________ _ 

: Make che.::k payable to: 

: ~~~~~ay ADDN~ 
I NewYork,NY10002 OTY _______5TAW_Zw __ 

1 l (212) 227-8960 I 
I PHONE I 

~------------------------------------~ 

seive our kedusha to a greater degree. 
Let us bear in mind the well known 

adage, "If the Jews don't make 
Kiddush (i.e. they don't preseive thetr 
kedusha), the non-Jews make 
Havdala (i.e. anti-Jewish discrimina
tion)." Let us keep our exposure to a 
minimum, and remain an Am 
Kadosh. It is certainly within our 
reach, and the rewards to be gained 
are boundless. 

ZALMAN NISSENBAUM 
Monsey,NY 

CHOPPED LIVER AND CHINUCH 
HABANOS: MORE IN IT THAN 

MEETS THE EYE 

To the Editor: 
A woman related the following in

cident to me: she and her husband 
were invited to a couple for a Shabbos 
lunch. After Shabbos she called her 
friend to thank her for the delicious 
meal and asked her what her recipe 
was for the most delectable chopped 
liver. Her friend told her that she used 
fresh raw liver, saute'd it and .... 

Needless to say, after it was 
brought to her attention that liver 
must be kashered first, she went 
through the necessary kashering of 
her pans and naturally felt terribly 
distraught about eating and serving 
tmji.Ls to countless guests. 

The story does ... and does not... 
end here. 

I repeated this story recently to two 
women, both of whom are seminary 
graduates and in chinuch. One of 
them had a quizzical look and asked, 
"If she bought it at a kosher butcher 
shop, why would she have to kasher 
the liver?" 

Mechanchim, for both men and 
women, have to be aware of this po
tential danger. We cannot take it for 
granted that women learn these 
dinim from thetr mothers and grand
mothers. Kosher food is very easily 
available and very few if any ques
tions are asked. 

Moreover, I feel that it should be an 
absolute requirement that any 
butcher shop carrying raw liver 
should have a sign or label stating the 
halachic requtrements. 

YEHUDIS NEWMAN 
Staten Island 
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NOT IN OUR TOWN, 
HOW ABOUT YOURS? 

To the Editor: 
It is twenty years since my hus

band and I became slwmrei mitzvos. 
To this day. we have retained that ini
tial freshness in our idealism. enthu
siasm. and gratitude in being obser
vant. When the time came to send our 
bechor (firstborn son) away to ye
shiva. we did so happily. We had given 
him training in middos. but cannot 
lead him further in Gemora 

The yeshiva we chose (or who 
chose us) is in a major Orthodox com
munity. Our son's progress in his 
learning is gratifying. and the rebbes 
and rosh yeshiva are wonderful. 

The yeshiva is situated in a much 
'jrwnmer'' community than ours. My 
son was impressed. and soon. all of 
his conversations were peppered en
thusiastically with "the way we do 
things here ... :· 

When we received an invitation to 
a chasuna in his yeshiva's vicinity we 
were truly excited. Finally we would 
see the kehilla that my son spoke of 
so often! 

As the chupa began. there was a 
problem. Instead of the room quieting 
down. the buzz of conversation con
tinued. People asked one another 
about their health. or how the chil
dren were doing in school. Or where 
their sons were in yeshiva. Or did 
they know of a shidduch for their 
daughter .... People were not content 
to sit in their chairs and visit. Men 
and bachurimmoved about the room. 
entering and exiting the room where 
the chupa was being held. Is there a 
reason that the guests could not have 
waited until the chupa was over to so
cialize? 

In Our Town. we aren't as "frwr( 
on the outside, but during the chupa. 
there is utter silence out of respect 
and basic decency toward the ba' aiei 
simcha A longtime resident causally 
confirmed that the buzz of activity 
and noise during the chupa was not 
uncommon in religious weddings. 

The majortty of guests at the wed
ding were bachwim and girls. ages 
18-22. and kollel YW19eleit. All very 
jrum Dressed with tzenius, carrying 
the inevitable, worn sefer. All into 
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their learning. Why do we train our
selves to be diligent in Torah, yet lack 
the sensitivity to be machmirin kavod 
habrins? 

These folks might have a wedding 
every night, baruch Hashem. and 
tend to take weddings for granted. 
Perhaps weddings have lost their 
specialness. 

Also. a "syndrome" of youth is the 
unintentional but subconscious be
lief that the world revolves around 
"me." Young people don't mean to 
dwell on themselves. but they do. So 
often they lack the sensitivity to place 

themselves in the world of other indi
viduals. This lack of maturtty dissi
pates over the years. 

So we are left wondering: Did we do 
the light thing by sending our bechor 
away to yeshiva? Perhaps our chinuch 
banim would have been ultimately 
more effective had he stayed home a 
few more years. 

When. G-d willing. our children 
find their basherte. I hope the wed
dings will be in OurTown. We can ar
range for separate seating with a 
mechitza; we'll choose the most 
machmir of mashgichim for the 

tOJlfJ/1t t~J1 uJto wioS 
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kashrus. But we won't need a mash
giach for the chupa to maintain the 
dignity and kedusha of the moment. 
Not in Our Town. 

NAME AND TOWN 
WITIJHELD BY REQUEST 

TO ERETZ YISROEL 

A REVERED TZADDIK OF YERUSHALAYIM WILL DAVEN FOR: 
•Health •Parnoso •Shalom Bayis •Shiduchim •Conception 

l'',i1 n:::i·w· YESHIVAT HARAN 
•Founded by the Steipler Gaon ':l"J1 

•One of the Largest Kollelim in Yerushalayim with Over 350 Torah Scholars 
•ENDORSED BY RAV PAM, RAV ELYASHE\f, RAV AUBERBACH 

24 HOUR HOTLINE: (718) 258-NEEDf6333J 

Take a Memorable Journey through the Most 
Magnificent Seasons in the Jewish Calendar! 

40 

SEASONS OF MAJESTY: Days of Awe; Days of Joy 

SEASONS OF SPLENDOR:: Shabbos and the Mo'adim 
! i1Ti1 p:H, iJY\li1tv l1'1:J 

JUST PUBLISHED! 
by Rabbi Zechariah Fendel 

SE:,qSONS OF M~JE:STV 
This year bring a new dimension of awe, 
splendor, and radiance to your Rosh 
Hashanah, Yorn Kippur, Sukkos, and 
Simchas Torah. 

1'§~1•Ji~l•ll1~@il•I•)~ 
Let these books lead you to a richer and 
more rewarding Shabbos and Yorn Tov 
experience. 
•Clarification of ..• Tefillos and piyyutim •Torah and 

Available a! better Hebrew Haftorah Readings • Halachos and minhagim • 
Bookstores, or from: Hashkafah and emunah concepts• Mussar and ethical 
Hashkafah Publications, 68--61 
Selfridge St., forest Hills, NY values • Relevant narratives • Thousands of footnotes 

11375. (718) 261-6076. and source references• Extensive indices. 

PAYING THE PIPER. 
CALLING THE TUNE 

To The Ectitor: 
Rabbi Finkelman's article. "It's 

Time to Face the Music" (Feb. '95). 
addressed some of the problems of 
contemporaxy Jewish music. While I 
agree with many of Rabbi 
Finkelman's points, I found his tone 
too conciliatory. I believe that the 
criticism needs to be projected loud 
and clear, and that practical solu
tions to the problems should be 
sought. 

There is nothing mysterious about 
Jewish Music. Jews in every genera
tion have borrowed from the music of 
the surrounding society and adapted 
it, as long as it served to enhance To
rah ideals. If the music failed to con
form to Torah values, or. worse, de
based them, it was not used. 

Today's Western culture has be
come extremely hedonistic and vio
lent and has, for the most part, dis
carded such traditional human val
ues as family life, kindness and char
ity. The music of this society reflects 
its cultural mores. To the extent that 
we accept the host culture's music, 
we embrace its values. Rock and rap 
music cannot be kasherecL I believe 
it is a Chillul Hashem to set p' sulcim 
or mo.'amorei Chazal to such music. 

Nigunnim and zemiros can inspire 
and bring our hearts closer to 
Hashem, but only when they are 
sung. Songs sung at the family 
Shabbos and Yom Tov table. at a 
Rebbe's tisch. in a yeshiva or shul 
have the special power to transport 
us to higher spiritual realms. Unfor
tunately, much contemporary Jewish 
music lacks a lyrical quality and is 
unsingable. 

Additionally. many of our contem
poraxy singers behave as if they were 
entertaining in a night club, rather 
than in front of ajrum auctience. 

Chasunos have become particu
larly painful. What happened to "Ivdu 
es Hashem B'simchd'? Is our song
with its rock rhythms, loud, pulsat
ing tones and unsingable melocties
Jewish song? Is our dance-now a 
chorus line of twenty-year-old gym
nasts-Jewish dance? 

We can take charge. When prepar-
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ing for a simcha. tell the band leader, 
in advance, which songs are desired 
and which are unacceptable. Tell him 
how loud or soft you want the band 
to play. Don't forget. you are paying 
him, and he should provide the ser
vices you request. 

The music business is consumer
driven; musicians justify their perfor
mance by claiming that it delivers 
what the public wants. An informed 
and caring public can utilize the 
power of the purse. Stop those rock 
tapes and tell your fiiends to do the 
same. Call your local Jewish radio 
station to complain, and tell them 
that you will not patronize their ad
vertisers if they play certain songs. 

Most important of all, take an active 
role in teaching your children about the 
sweetness of Zemiros YISroeL There is 
a wealth ofbeautiful matertal available. 
and we need not remain hostage to the 
depravity of the host culture. 

YITZCHAK F'RIED!AND 
Monsey,NY 

SPIRITUAL AND NON-SPIRITUAL 
FACTORS IN MUSIC 

To the Editor: 
In his article, Rabbi Shimon 

Finkelman has raised a disturbing 
and pressing issue. However, the ex
amples he brought belonged to di
verse categortes and I believe it would 
be helpful to draw the distinctions 
between them. 

!)The Setting: 
It is to this category. I believe, that 

the Telshe Rosh Yeshiva, Rabbi 
Mordechai Gifter was referrtng when 
he quipped: "Rak ein yiras Elokim 

HAT PLUS 
HATS • SHIRTS• TIES • ACCESSORIES 

Your#1Stop 
For 

Quality Hats 

WE AlSO DRY ClEAN 
& RESHAPE HATS 

CI \I \ 0 r P l 

LARGEST SELECTION 
OF CHOSONIM TIES 

IN BROOKLYN 

483 E. 9th STREET-•-
(718) 469-7420 • 011t of Slat• 1-HATS 

b10:30°8,M,V(Th1:G0°7, Y.,.2:3Cl•7,ft111:30· (BMlftMI.) 
Most Ctedt cam . we UPS 
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bamakom hazeh," (Bereishis 20: I 1)
if it's rock music it's certainly devoid 
of Yiras Hashem Clearly. the oiiginal 
words of "pop culture" music are not 
merely "devoid of Yiras Hashem' but 
morally destructive to listen to. But 
anyone who has left a noisy chaswia 
dinner with a headache will agree 
that even when the words are them
selves elevating, there is something 
about certain types of percussion ac
companiment (quite independent of 
their noise level) which screams out 
"twna" (impuiity). 

As a bachur I once asked the Mash
gillf::h, Rabbi Chaim Fiiedlander, ?·~. 
if it was not destructive to listen to 
"Classical Music" wrttten, as much of 
it is. by men of dubious morals. His re
ply was that the music they wrote re
flects their perception of the spiritual 
rather than their personal morals 
''whereas with 'pop' music you can hear 
the tuma" Here too. I believe he was re
ferrtng to the presentation, as well as 
certain types of rhythm and syncopa-

tion. which somehow evoke primitive 
instincts even when devoid oflyrtcs. 

When Moshe Rabbeinu heard the 
noisy worship of the Golden Calf, he 
exclaimed to Yehoshua (Shemos 
32: I 7): "'That is neither the noise of vic
tory nor that of despair, it is just a tu
mult· Certainly there is place for joy
ous music in our liturgy, butwhenitis 
not a reflection of inner spirituality, just 
an excuse to gyrate wildly, it surely has 
no place in our celebrations. 

Thus the setting of a tune, as well 
as its own internal rhythm, can be 
what take it beyond the pale for any 
Jewish use. 

2) Association 
Rabbi Finkelman opened his ar

ticle with a reference to "unrefined 
Greek music." Certainly he couldn't 
have meant to imply that the music 
was unrefined simply because it was 
Greek, but it is worth malting the 
point. Jews of the ancient community 
of Salonika are to this day moved by 
the music wrttten in their traditional 

Considering a move 
toMOJYSEY? 

For careful attention to your 
individual needs, call us today! 

(914) 354-8445 

TYPE OF CAR 
,. 

A RAT UNO STING 
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c" PEUGEOT 306. 

c' PEUGEOT 4C61.6 

M Ml NJ BUS FORD 
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• PO\\!'R STEERING & El.ECTR~ wwoow.; 
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EJJMMl1211 

USA&CANADA 
Toll Free: (1) 800·938·5000 

IN NY: 212·629·6090 
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Greek modes, and played on tradi
tional instruments. no less than we 
are by tunes written in more "west -
em" modes (major and minor) or in 
one of the traditional Ashkenazi 
shtaygers (modes). 

The style and mode in which a 
piece is written can go a long way to 
determining how we react to it, but 
this is an individual or community 
reaction, not an indication of any in
herent quality. As an example, there 
is a simple melodic phrase of just six 
notes-not even a tune-which in
stantly conjures up in all of us the at
mosphere of the beis hamidrash; 
however. I can tell you from expert
ence, that it leaves talmidei 
chachamim from North Afiica. unac
customed to the sound. quite cold. 
This is how the souls of the men in 
Rabbi Finkelman's two stones were 
touched: the music either recalled a 
warm memoiy from the past or else 
evoked positive emotions which were 
already lying dormant in their hearts. 

3)TheTune 
As for the melodies themselves. 

••••• <.. ' i 

·.·•~'ki.lH\iA$ct· 
...... '111t1tGUS$SUfef<4HSL · 

. a voo&tMATS 
•...... , ...................... , ...... ';······'·····-~······'····· 
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they are usually quite parve. It is a 
matter of fact that much of the music 
we object to in the first categoiy con
sists. when strtpped of its noisy per
cussion accompaniment, of only a 
rather dull and uninteresting melody 
line (which is why the people who 
hum them have to rap the table top 
too, in an effort to reproduce the ortgi
nal effect). 

The mysteiy of music is how one 
combination of notes can move us 
deeply while another makes no im
pression whatever; but the question 
as to whether a melody-a string of 
musical notes-can actually convey 
twna seems to me highly speculative. 
nt is sometimes claimed. for example. 
that Wagner's music is inherently evil 
but I believe the valid objections to it 
are really on the first two counts). 

In the case of an inspiring melody. 
some of the greatest Jewish poets. 
Yisrael Najara to name a famous ex
ample, were not averse to taking a 
secular song and writing for it Hebrew 
words in the same meter as the ortgi
nal! And. as the au th or himself 
records: "The Chassidic masters of 
yesteryear [adapted] Russian 
marches and shepherds' crooning. 
transforming them into Yiddishe 
nigwmim" 

The story related about the 
Modzitzer Rebbe. ?"lll, does sound as if 
he was sensitive to the tune itself 
(though here too it is possible that his 
objection was on the second count); but 

while we can imagine that such a thing 
may be possible, in view of the prece
dents mentioned above it is certainly 
far removed from the other objections. 

I venture to hope that my words, 
too, will go some way to unblurring 
the distinction between authentic 
Jewish music and its modem imper
sonator. 

J.E. COHEN 
Toronto 

1"U.l 
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n:nv illV7 

To my good.friends 
Rabbi and Mrs. Nisson Wolpin 

and 
Rabbi and Mrs. Boruch Borchandt 

~ ~ 1111J D':l1V tl»n 1!l1'.J 1l:Jl1T1'l l:ln::l'\?I ll;n li1' 

'!"niln '1?n oni:iN onn 
?"~ 11Wt1l'O.Y.> ill:>iN Y.>""lilll:> 1:1 

Best Wishes for a 
n:nv nr.:i,nrn n::i'n:> 

Mordechai and Recht Friedman 
Shmuel B. & Simi Friedman 

Cheskel and Meita G. Heimlich 
YosefSholom & Esther Wertheimer 

Better Health Fitness &. .Recreatfon 
5302 New Utrecht Avenue 

Brooklyn, NY ll219 
('718) 436- 4693 

n::i1v nr.:i,nn1 i1:J'n:> 
from 

Ephraim & Chaya Rochel 
Nierenberg and Family 

ir.:innn1 i::in:in n::i1v mW, 
Best Wishes to all our friends and relatives for a 

Happy. Healthy and Prosperous New Year 

Mr. & Mrs. Chaim H. Leshkowitz 
Mr. & Mrs. Yossie Leshkowitz 

Mr. & Mrs. Berish Fuchs 
and 

Mr. & Mrs. Moshe Fuchs 

wish all of their friends and relatives: 

1r.:innn1 i::in:in n::i1v mW, 
Best wishes to all our friends and 
relatives for a happy, healthy and 

prosperous New Year 

Phyllis and Chaim Shroot 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Mr. & Mrs. William W. Wealcatch 

wish all their .ftiends & relatives 
a Ksiva Vachasima Tova 

ir.:innn1 i::in:>n n::i1v nlw, 
Best Wishes to all our friends and relatives for a 

Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year 

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Jay Rosenberg & Family 
Kew Gardens, N. Y. 

n::i.iv nr.i,nrn n:l'n::> 

Mr. & Mrs. Yossi Stem 
and family 

n::i.iv nr.i,nrn n:J.'n::> 
Best Wishes for a year of 

joy, prosperity 
mn'l?»"I n'7li-u 

L'Shana Tova 
to all our people 

Edison/ Highland Park, New Jersey 

ir.uinrn oron n:ii" ill'\!>? 

:ii" ?:ii nnm 
rn:ii tl'l'I!>? i::nn 

Levi & Davida Reisman 

for all of Kial Yisroel 
Mr. & Mrs. Willy Wiesner 

iC11' ill:l>nrn ;cm::i n:rc 
::UVln tiTl))'I n'll:lvmn nw? 

J'1T'1N i'fmN tm::> W))'ll" 
•. tl'7v :u?::l 'll~ niw? 

1n'V'11 Ni?~ 1'Nr.l :J1il 

Sara & Miriam Perez 

n:nv nr.i,nrn n::i.m::i 
Best wishes to all our clients for a happy, 

healthy and prosperous new year 

ASB Insurance Brokerage 
Aaron S. Buchler 

Passaic. NJ 201·779·3311 • 212·244·0325 



4514 New Utrecht Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219 

wishes all their esteemed and 
loyal customers a 
n:n" nr.:i,nn1 i1:t'~ 
Ali Sputz, proprietor 

Best wishes to all our .friends 
and relatives for a happy, healthy and 

prosperous New Year 

The Goldmark Group 

Mr. & Mrs. Nutti Goldbrenner 
Mr. & Mrs. Shiya Markowitz 

Wishing all our dear .friends 
and relatives a Shana Tova, a year of 

health and happiness 

Mr. & Mrs. Louis Glueck 

To all our family 
and.friends 

and to all of Klal Yisroel 

Mr. & Mrs. Yonah Blumenfrucht 
Mr. & Mrs. Yisroel Blumenfrucht 

n::n'D no,nrn i1::l'n::J n::J"tl::l 

Harry N. Hirsch 
Yaakov Ho.ffman 

We wish our family &friends 
and all of'miw> 'n:i i1::11'D no,nrn i1::l'n::J 

Mr. & Mrs. Menachem M. n:::i'IP i'lr.l'nrn il:l>n::> 

and staff 
1 il::>i:n tn?i!I rnv 

1h'State Surgical 
409 Hoyt Street, Brooklyn. NY 11231 

Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Katz 
&Family 

from 
Yaakov & Bryna Bender 

and Family 

Mr. & Mrs. Chaim 
Banker 

wish one and all a 
n::ii'D no'nrn i1::l'n::J 

The Shmuel Oelbaums 

wish.friends 
and relatives 

i1Vln!Jl i1::ll'D i1l'V 

Mr.&Mrs. 
David H. Turkel 

n::ii'D nw? 

Maury Deutsch 

mnn1 on:in row i'IW? 
To our relatives and.friends 

Rabbi & Mrs. Labish 
Becker and Family 

Best wishes to all our 
relatives and friends 

Yaakov D. Nussbaum 
and family 

n::ii'D no,nni i1::l'n::J 
Integrated Marketing 

241 West 30th Street 
New York, NY 10001 

Menachem Lubinsky, president 

ir.innn1 on:in row i'IW? 
M"uiam & Mendy Proj'esorsloo 

Sora, Yossie, Ari, 
Esti, Nissan & Elly 
Staten Island, N. Y. 

Shayovich 
&Family 

L'Shona Tova 

Nonnan & Lesley 
Freedman 
and family 

Brighton. MA 

L'Shanah Tovah to all 

Peter Benerifeld 

i'l:lW i'lr.l'nrn il:l>n::i 

to our family and to 
all of Klal Yisroel 

Akiva & Chava Last 



To all our friends and clients: 

May prosperity andjoy be a 
permanent fixture in your home. 

Best wishes for a happy and 
healthy New Year. 

0 !~J!~t! 
1554 Coney Island Avenue, 

Brooklyn, NY 11230 • (718)258-8228 

ROBERT W. HIRSH 
AND ASSOCIATES 

Attorneys at Law 

9100 Wilshire Blvd. 
Fifth.floor, West Tower 

Beverly HUis, CA 90212 
(310) 275-7800 

(310) 274-2330 Fax 

L' sharia Tova to 
our clients and.friends 

ir.:irmrn i:m:m n:m:> ml'-'? 

to all of our dear friends 
and relatives and to all of Klal Ytsroel 

Avi and Zisi Fishof 

Best Wishes to all our fiiends 
and relatives for a Happy, Healthy and 

Prosperous New Year 

Mr. & Mrs. Yitzchok Oberlander 
..... 

~·~ lsuc: Oberlander&Co. RC. •!7.P Certified Public Accountants 

Alan and Lisa 
Avrohom Yaakov, Rachel Bracha & Sarah Rifka 

Stern 
of Los Angeles, California 

Wtsh all of their friends and family in 
Los Angeles, New York, London, 

Milwaukee and Israel 

1r.innn1 i::iron n::in:i nll?h 
A Happy and Healthy New Year 

, V"lN 'r.J? , 1"'i1 i1"?v:Jl mj?'i1 'r.IN? 
tl'l?l tli1 WN:J 1l'"Tli'l ll':l1"1ji 'r.J? 

nwiNr.i i1l'l?ll n::i11' nr.i,nni n::i'ro roi::i 

1nravr.:i1 1Nr.l"l Tm'7N 

Leshana Tova Greetings, 
with good health and happiness. 

1r.innrn i::iron n::i1v i1ll1h 
nvi-e»1 n?li-u ruw 
::i1v ?::n , nn?::m 

Best wtshes to all our friends and 
relatives for a happy, healthy and 

prosperous New Year 
Rabbi & Mrs. Yonah Feinstein 

Alex & Sally Lebwohl 
and family 

Mr. & Mrs. Abish Brodt 
and family 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles 
Richter 

wtshalla 

·~rn:ii:i1 mv 'mn 

Mr. & Mrs. Leibish 
Rapaport 

1554-50 Street, 
Brooklyn, New York 

n:m:> mW;> 
To all our friends 

Mr.&Mrs. 
Joseph Sittner 
Far Rockaway, N.Y. 

Irwin S. & Ruth Boss 

i:m:m n:m:> ml'-'? 
to all our friends 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael 
Jacobovits 

825 West 187th SL. lB 
New York, NY 10033 

With Best Wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy, and 

Prosperous New Year 

Dr. Leonard Unger 
and Family 

Mr. & Mrs. Reuben Y. 
Rosenberg 

L'Shana Tova and Shalom 
for Kial YISroel 

Mr. & Mrs. Henry P. 
Cohn and Family 

Baltimore, Maryland 



1r.:innrn 1:::iron n:Jl1' nw? 

to 
Rabbi Moshe Sherer 

and his distinguished staff 

to friends of Agudath Israel 

and to all of Klal Yisroel 

Mr. & Mrs. Yaakov Rieder 
and family 

n:::i1,, nr.i'nn1 n:::i'n::> roi:::i 
Sincere wishes for a year of peace and 

health in body and spirit 

Dr. & Mrs. Jacob Wa{fish 

L'shana Tova 
to all 

Mrs. David Lenovitz & Moshe 

Dallas, Texas 

Reisman Brothers Bakery 

wishes a year of sweetness. joy and 
prosperity to all of Kial Yisroel 

We wish a mnnir.imrn n:J'l'O 
to all our relatives & friends 

Rabbi & Mrs. Yosef C. Golding 

to all relatives and.friends 

Dr. & Mrs. Sheldon Zinn 
Phoenix, Arizona 

~ i'ID'lm'liClJ'D 
To all' our relatives and friends 

Mol$he & Feige Freidenuitzer of Staten &land 

Meehl. Duv. Gedalya Sllncha. Yaakov Amital. 
Elisheva BaUa & Menachem otniel J'endel 
J>nina. l'it%Chok. Chaim Ben~TZion Gedalya 

& Mertachem Azaria Wilk 
MenacMm, Lea & Esther Friederwitzer 

W"ni'il'W~ 

i1:Jl1' nr.:i,nrn i'1:l'l"O 
to all our relatives andjiiends 

Rabbi & Mrs. Josef Loebenstein 

Vmeland, New Jersey 

Wishing all of Kial YtSroel a 
happy and healthy New Year 

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Treitel 
&Family 

Los Angeles, California 

We wish all our friends, relatives, 
and Jews everywhere 

n:::i11' i'1l:l'nn1 i'1:l'n::> 

Mr. & Mrs. Max Berg 

We extend to all of Kial Yisroel 
our sincerest wishes for a 

n:::i11' nl:l'nrn i'1:l'n::> 

i'1:ll1' nr.:i,nrn i1:l'n::> 

To all our clients, friends 
and relatives 

Best Wishes for a 
n:Jl1' nr.:i,nrn il:J'n::> 
to our friends, relatives, 

and Kial Y'ISroel 
Naftali and Shaine Hirsch 

and family 

Mr. &Mrs. 
Isaac Kirzner 

Mr. & Mrs. N. Benjamin Perlman, 
C.PA. &Son 

Best wiShes to all my friends, 
relatives and Klal Israel for 

a Happy, Healthy and 
Prosperous New Year. 

Dorothy Liebman 

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Fried 
Los Angeles. CaUf 

Yasher Ko'ach to 
Rabbi Nissan Wolpin and the 

Jewish Obseroer staff 

Arnold & Rita Weiss 
Elliot & Deborah Caplan 
41() Main Street, Buffalo. N.Y. 14202 



NATION L CONVENTION 

Come to the Agudah 
Convention and ... 
. fJ/li Learn first-hand about the 
, - major issues confronting 

the Orthodox Jewish community. 

Participate in challenging, 
thought-provoking sessions 
with a coalition of Jews 
from diverse backgrounds. 

,f: Bask in an inspiring 
' ' spiritual atmosphere. 

"" Discuss meaningful, practical 
·' · topics in exciting workshops. 

David Schick 
Convention Chairman 

Mordechai Mandelbaum 
(Toronto) 

Convention Co·Chairman 

THEME: 

rrfie Jewisfi 'Family) 
rrfie 'Fa mil o 

Now is the 
Time to 
Come, 
Hear, 
Think, 
Debate, and ... 

Take Action! 
i i!tj if lf11J!Efili:H[!.h 
Parsippany-Troy Hills, New jersey 
Conveniently located less than one hour•s drive from New York City. 

Thursday through Sunday 
Nov. 23-26, 1995 - n1im1'P:i 'l-1!1iITT1!1ITT 

For reservation information, please call (2 I 2) 797-9000, ask for convention desk 


