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READERS FORUM

“A TEACHER SHARES THE PAIN”

To the Editor:

As teacher of another “Avi” an
“underachiever on the fringe,” I found
that Rabbi Horowitz’s article really hit
home. The probiem is a real one; I face
it every day. I'd like to share a few
thoughts from “the other side of the
desk.” I would call it “A Teacher Shares
the Pain.”

The pain of dealing with “Avi” is not
only felt by a parent, it is keenly felt by
the Rebbi/Morah as well. Avis parent
“pleaded with the Rebbi to understand
that Avi needed extra warmth and
attention.” How we long to show that
extra warmth (and jump to do so at the
slightest hint of anything positive!), but
what is a mechanech supposed to do in
the face of open chutzpa? Of open
ridicule for the Torah, its teachers and
all they represent? Of blatant disobe-
dience? The child is crying for affection
and-—oh!—how we want to give it! But
imagine, if you will, twenty-five pairs of
eyes watching to see what authority’s
reaction is to such behavior... behavior
that demands a reaction, if not for the
child’s sake, at least for those other
neshamos waiting, watching, learn-
ing...and perhaps copying. Words can-
not describe the heartache as I watch
other students, who can be easily swayed
in either direction, buddy-up with Avi
and being pulled down...down...down....

Does Avi’s parent realize that his
Rebbi may be losing sleep over his son?
That he thinks and worries about him
incessantly? That he tries at every
opportunity to develop a kesher (bond)
with his child, but isn’t getting through?
That at times he may have to be harsh
so that other impressionable classmates
won't be tempted to follow Avi? Does
the parent realize that the teacher must
also deal with other parents who
demand that Avi be removed from the
class due to the negative influence he is
exerting? I've asked these parents many

times if they're ready to assume the
responsibility for possibly losing a
neshama this way, and the answer’s
always been: “T've got to worry about
my child first” And they’re right. Can
you imagine the pain?

I know that all the difficulties we
encounter do not "N absolve us from
doing all we can to reach those children.
But believe me, we try to do all we can.

We feel the atmosphere in our class-
es being poisoned, and we continue try-
ing. The stresses of dealing with a child
on the fringe builds up, and we keep try-
ing. We go home, worry, feel we're fail-
ing the child, daven, plan new strategies,
watch them fail, and yet we try again.

Please realize, parents: the pain is not
yours alone, It is shared by all those
mechanchim out there who can never,
ever, write off a precious Yiddishe kindt.

NaME WITHHELD By REQUEST
Lakewood

TOO MANY FACTORS IN TEEN-AGE
DROPPING OUT TO FIX BLAME

To the Editor:

Tam a 21 year-old Flatbush boy, who
went through the same system that
Rabbi Yakov Horowitz speaks about in
his article. While I may not be a success
story, I am by no means a failure, either.
The points Rabbi Horowitz brings up
are no doubt valid, and his suggestions
are definitely measures that will help
alleviate this problem; I must, howev-
er, disagree with his premise.

He maintains that the reasons given
to explain the wayward child conflict
with each other (“Of course he rebelled;
look at how strict his parents are” vs,
“Growing up in such a permissive envi-
ronment can only lead to hefkeirus”™}.
Therefore, it follows that the blame falls
squarely on the chinuch system.

It can very well be, however, that
those reasons did play a role in those
cases, regardless of the fact that the two
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explanations seem to cancel each other
out. To put the entire blame on the
yeshiva system is not logical.

I went to Mirrer Yeshiva for ele-
mentary school, and was in the Beis class
throughout. 1 never felt slighted or
neglected. I had Rabbe’im who cared
and gave me the time of the day. Why
didn’t I develop into a “Learner”? | also
had a summer ruined because I didn’t
know which yeshiva I would be in for
Elul. And ! was asked to leave my ninth-
grade veshiva where I did feel ignored
and neglected. Why didn't I just give up
and drop out?

There are too many factors that are
part of this equation: The home envi-
ronment, the parents, the kid, the kid’s
friends in shul, in school, and in camp.
The list can go on and on. Of course
the yeshiva is expected to play a big role
in molding the child into a Ben Torah,
but with so many different variables
affecting the child, how can we point to
an institution and say “Here is where the
problem lies™?

It may very well be that if the parents
and the yeshiva worked more closely
together, they would stand a better
chance of achieving their goal, but as the
Chofetz Chaim once said, “Child rear-
ing is 100% siyata d’Shmaya”

NAME WITHHELD By REQUEST

“AN OUNCE OF PREVENTION”
—T0O0 LITTLE, TOO LATE

To the Editor:

May 1 express my admiration for
Rabbi Yakov Horowitz's outstanding
work with “underachievers™ as outlined
in his article, “An Ounce of Prevention.”
I am personally acquainted both with his
work as well as the program of Rabbis
Blobstein and Milstein. However, [
believe that the title of his article is miss-
ing the point. At the eighth grade level
these students’ no longer constitute “An
Qunce of Prevention,” but rather a last-

ditch “Ton of Intervention.” Most of the
boys he speaks of have already moved
away from the traditional yeshiva
lifestyle. 1t is clear that we can be suc-
cessful with these children, but how
many can be brought back once they
have been ta’em taam chet (tasted a life
style beyond Torah guidelines)?

We must begin helping these children
at a much earlier stage when indeed we
need only “An Ounce of Prevention.” To
this end, a program is already in place
in both Queens and my community of
Monsey. The Chazora Center of Rock-
land County provides professional
Rabbe’im to tutor boys beginning in
fourth grade, when the difficulties the
child encounters are relatively minor,
and where the “Ounce of Prevention”
can truly make an enormous and
immediate impact. A child who has no
one to chazor with because there is no
father, or the father is not available due
to workplace pressures, or the father
simply cannot relate to his child, will
almost always suffer academically, As his
grades fall, so does his self-esteem. We
learn with the child for a half hour three
times a week, rather than the hour-long
traditional tutoring. Realistically, a child
does not need more than thirty minutes,
and after a full day of school may not
be able to sit for another hour. The pro-
gram is based on a partnership, with the
parents paying part of the cost, the
yeshivos contributing a part, and the pro-
gram providing the balance.

Similar programs should be estab-
lished in every community. It takes
much time, energy, kochos and money,
but it can and must be done. We stand
ready to assist any individual or group
to establish a Chazora Center in their
community. We cannot afford to lose
even one child.

RABBI YOSSI STRASSFELD
Monsey, N.Y.
Editor’s Note: See Rabbi Strassfeld’s article,
“Thoughts of a wounded Child,” on p. 12 of
this issue,

ACCOUNTABILITY AND FLEXIBILITY

To the Editor:

Kudos to Rabbi Yakov Horowitz for
the life-and-soul-saving work he is
doing, and for bringing the situation to
the attention of the public in his arti-
cle. Having been involved in yeshiva
education in one way or another for over
fifteen years, | have seen from up close
the terrible problems we face.

We educators bear a heavy burden,
for our actions can have far-reaching
impact on people’s lives. A Rebbi or
teacher who reaches out to a poor stu-
dent with a smile and a compliment can
completely turn the child around. Of
course, not every child can be an “A” stu-
dent, but he can be encouraged to reach
his own potential. On the other hand,
a caustic remark—even a dismissive
wave of the hand-—can be incredibly
destructive. Educators must under-
stand that their influence over their
charges is second only to that of a par-
ent. In the same way that an overly crit-
ical parent will cause a lack of confidence
in his child, so will an acerbic teacher
cause the student to feel that he is
expected to fail or misbehave. A child’s
ego is very fragile.

Many times over the vears, parents
have approached me with problems their
children are having in school. Each time
a mother cries to me, I cry along with
her, I wonder where the compassion of
some educators have gone. There will be
those who will say that teachers are only
human. When a child has disrupted the
class for the umpteenth time, anyone
would lose his temper and strike out ver-
bally. While I can certainly sympathize
with such a situation, having experienced
it many times, we must constantly
remind ourselves that we are not hike
everyone else. We have an extra respon-
sibility because we are dealing with
human beings whom we have the abil-
ity to build or destroy.

In all fairness to teachers, however,
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very often they do not carry all the
blame. Parents often have no under-
standing of the problems in the class-
room, no appreciation of just how
stressful teaching is. When I was a child
in school, the prevailing attitude was that
“the teacher is always right.” Today, the
most popularly held view is “the child is
innocent and the teacher does not know
what he is doing.” While there are some
educators who have perhaps chosen the
wrong profession, most are very good,
many are excellent. However, when a
child complains at home and hears the
parents discuss how wrong the teacher
is... this breeds a terrible disrespect in the
child towards educators. This is not help-
ful to the child, and almost guarantees
that the situation will deteriorate. I have
read notes sent to some teachers by par-
ents that were shocking in their language,
Parents and teachers are not adver-
saries—both should have only the best
interests of the child in mind; we are all
on the same side.

Takes Issue With One Point

‘While Rabbi Horowitz’s recommen-
dations are excellent, T must take issue
with one of his points. He worries that
better students will envy those who are
below them, yet receive the same grades
because they are given easier tests. To this
I say a resounding NO! The better stu-
dents will learn humility and tolerance.
The poor student, competing with an
easier workload, yet receiving excellent

enjoy keeping.

Not just a cheese,
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grades, gains immeasurable benefit. To
tell a student who has worked very hard
that, even though he has a 95 average
{on easier tests), it is not the same as
those who received a 95 on regular tests,
totally defeats the purpose. He has done
Alefwork on a different level, in accor-
dance with his ability. The grade a child
receives should be a measure of the work
he has done; it is not a competition.
have seen children totally give up after
the first report card, when graded
objectively.

Iimplore all parents and mechanchim
to open their hearts and minds to what
Rabbi Horowitz is telling us. He has
written an excellent article, but it just
touches the tip of the iceberg. Please
remember that these are our children
that we are dealing with, many of
whom are truly suffering. Yes, these are
difficult, complicated problems, but
look at the rewards. If saving one Jew-
ish soul is akin to saving the whole
world, what will saving so many mean?

CECILE WIEDER
Brooklyn

The author responds:

From the time the article appeared
in print, | have been overwhelmed by the
powerful response it has elicited. The
sheer volume of phone calls to my home
{over 350 and counting) is a clear indi-
cation that people feel passionately
about this subject. Approximately one

Ail Haolam Cheese products are made in the L.S.A.
under the strict rabbinical supervision of:
The Rabbinate of N'hal Adath Jeshurun
Washington Heights, NY

Cholov Yisroel

THURM BROS.
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third of the calls were from fellow
mechanchit—rmenahelim, rebbe’tm and
morahs, who were calling to discuss the
various points mentioned in the article.
Some shared with me methods and
techniques that they found to be help-
ful; several invited me to speak at their
yeshives regarding this matter. My pri-
mary reaction to these calls is the real-
ization that we are truly an am kadosh.
The level of devotion that these
mechanchim have to their students is
indescribable.

The majority of the calls, however,
were from desperate parents seeking
guidance and assistance with their
underachieving or non-achieving chil-
dren. The fact that so many parents
would call me, a total stranger, to bare
their souls and share their problems, is
a clear indication of the sense of yi'ush
(loss of hope) that exists in these peo-
ple. The insightful words of Rashi in
Parshas Vayeishev come to mind. When
Reuvain returned to the pit that Yosef
was placed in, only to find it empty, he
said, “Hayeled einenrniu v'ani anag ani boh.
The child (Yosef) is no longer here, and
where am I to go?” Rashi comments that
the second part of the quote refers to
Reuvain’s inability to escape the heart-
breaking pain of his father, Yaakov,
which will inevitably occur as a result
of Yosef’s disappearance. The rhetori-
cal question, “Haichan evrach mipnei
tzaara shel abba—Where can I flee from
before my father’s anguish?” is very
appropriate in my personal situation. At
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home, in yeshiva, at siichos, and even
later, in summer camp, the tza'ara shel
abba has been confronting me since the
May edition of the JO was published.
While [ may try to assist the parents in
any way I can, there is much to be done
on a communal level.

The article was written from my per-
sonal perspective as a rebbi, and as such,
I limited the scope of the recommen-
dations to focus on methods and tech-
niques that a rebbi/morah can utilize
within the framework of his/her class-
room to bring out the best in the under-
achieving student. Additionally, I had
originally prepared the article in con-
junction with a session I was leading at

the Torah Umesorah Convention on this |

matter, to be attended exclusively by

educators. This was in no way intend-

ed to imply that the finger of blame for
every “drop-out teen” should be point-
ed at the yeshiva, or any particular rebbi,
If that impresston was given at all, I sin-
cerely apologize to anyone who may
have been offended.

= As the “21 -year-old bachur” points
out, there are many, many underachiev-
ers who don't drop out. Each situation
is very complex, and one solution {(or arti-
cle) will not resolve all these problems.
Point well taken. However, the bachur
surely does not advocate following his
point to its logical conclusion: that
mechanchim need not be as vigilant as
possible, since many underachievers
turn into wonderful adults despite their
difficult formative years. We must strive
to reach each child, and make their yeshi-
va experience as pleasant as possible.

« The touching letter, “A Teacher
Shares The Pain,” speaks for itself. I
called the morah who wrote that letter,
and discussed the issues with her at
length. Truth be told, itis very difficult
for parents to be objective when their
child is involved. We often claim to be
cerebral and unbiased when in fact we
are too emotionally involved to view
things from an objective perspective.
Parents need to understand that in a
classroom situation, it is often impos-
sible to tolerate attitudes that undermine
the general tenor of the class.
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Intervention or Prevention?

1 agree wholeheartedly with the
observation ‘of Rabbi Strassfeld that
eighth grade is far too late for preven-
tion. Much of the impetus for the arti-
cle is my frustration that by the time
they reach my class, many talmidim have
dropped out of the learning process,
unable to keep up with the mainstream
children. 1would suggest that the crit-
ical time period for the underachjeving
child is between fourth and seventh
grade. Certainly, as far as boys are con-
cerned, introductory Gemora is a very
sensitive time, when inability to keep up
with the class initiates a downward spi-
ral. It was not my intention in the arti-
cle to suggest delaying intervention until
the eighth grade.

1 would like to comment further on
the basic premise of Rabbi Strassfeld’s
cal! for a “big brother program” to assist
talmidim at night. Rabbi Strassfeld has
a well-deserved reputation in Monsey as
an outstanding communal worker, and
his program is both critical and deserv-
ing of broad support. This assistance
will help many children regain their self-
esteem and enable them to function
properly in mainstream classes. Indeed,
this is by far one of the most cost-effec-
tive tzeddaka projects one can get
involved in.

Ironically, however, for many of the
students assisted by his program, this is
also mmtervention, not prevention. In
many of these situations, the tutor is not
reviewing the day’s lesson with the child,
but rather teaching it to him. This rein-
forces my point that classes must be
tracked to enable the children to spend

|
|

their instructional time productively.
True prevention takes place when the 5-
6 morning hours that the children
spend in the limudei kodesh classroorm,
when their minds are fresh and energy
levels are high,; are filled with learning

at their level. Subjecting them to
intense learning afier a (frustrating} ten-
hour day is not only unfair, but will not,
in the long run, develop in them the
ahavas haTorah that we strive to impart
to them. An ideal situation exists
when a child is learning al pi darko—at
his level—followed by a period of
relaxed chazara with a “big brother” or
perhaps even with a classmate.

The Grading Dilemma

Mrs. Weider makes a fair point
regarding the appropriate grading of a
child who achieves 93% of his ability on
a test. In the article, [ briefly alluded to
the proposition that a talmid of limit-
ed ability should only be held account-
able for a portion of the material cov-
ered, To avoid arousing the envy of the
mainstream students, who are respon-
sible for the full subject matter, the sug-
gestion was made to reserve the top ech-
elon of report card grades for boys who
do not resort to these, or other special
accommodations.

In theory, Mrs. Weider is correct.
After all, the talmid has scored 95% of
all that I have demanded of him. How-
ever, this approach has serious draw-
backs, What do I tell the talmid who is
more adept at learning than this young
man? He is working very hard, reviews
diligently every night, takes all tests on
the full amount of Gemora... and regu-

10

t

larly scores in the mid 80's. Surely she
would not suggest that 1 covertly—or
overtly—encourage this talmid to be
tested on reduced amounts, thereby
improving his grades to the upper 90’s.
How then does one preserve the valid-
ity of the grading system?

I use the following approach: When
Tallow a talmmid to be tested on a reduced
amount, he receives two grades. The first
is as Mrs. Weider suggested: a percent-
age of correct answers to questions that
he was required to answer. The second
number reflects the fraction of the total
questions that he has attempted. Thus,
if I give a twenty question Gemora test,
and my talmid answers ten of them,
achieving nine correct answers, his
grade is a 90%-1/2. My talmid is right-
fully proud of his grade, one that he
knows is an honest, fair assessment of
his performance, not a “fluff” grade that
he might not wear as a badge of honor.
I might counsel him to attemp? to score
100%-1/2 on the next test, perhaps to
try studying 2/3 of the Gemora the next
time, or in many instances, to just con-
tinue the wonderful work that he is
dotng. This system gives me a great
amount of flexibility in dealing with
boys of greatly divergent abilities in a
mainstream classroom.

Regarding the report card grades,
any talmid who is utilizing the above
system, can receive a maximum mark
of a “Bais plus’, certainly a respectable
grade, in Gemora or Chumash {most
do achieve this). The “Aleph” catego-
ry is reserved for those who are test-
ed on the full Gemora and Chumash.
Payday for my talmid who is working
so hard, and accomplishing so much,
in a limited format, is represented in
the excellent grade that he receives in
effort and progress, by the beautiful
comment that I pen on the report card,
and most of all by the warm smile and
words of encouragement that he gets
at every opportunity’,

1. Some food for thought: I recently was handed a
copy of a report card issued by a major yeshiva that
had two adjacent cotumns for grades: the first was
the conventional mark for each fimud. The second
was for the grade the talmid deserved for accom-
plishment according te his ability,
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Rabbi Nachman of Breslov 5r related
the parable of a king who curtly informed
his servants to remove a large boulder from
his palace. This was clearly impossible to do,
and the people were perplexed as to the
intention of the king. A wise man arrived
and informed them that at no time did the
king request that the rock be removed in one
piece. By breaking it down to manageable
portions, the fask was accomplished in a
short period of time.

When a talmid is confronted with
a weekly bechina on a full Parsha of
Chumash and 1s simply unable to
absorb that amount and score a
respectable grade on that test, he
will, in most instances, drop out of the
learning process after several weeks of
abysmal test grades. I cannot ask him
to study for that bechina, let alone
rebuke him for not working as hard
as he can. I have placed a hurdle before
him that he cannot possibly overcome.
After experimenting with several for-
mats, I have found the above men-
tioned system to be the most effective
one. Boys who have totally given up on
themselves, are learning with diligence,
proud of their accomplishments.
Their fathers cheerfully complain to
me that they are deprived of their
Shabbos afternoon nap by their son
pleading with them to review the
weekly Chumash and Genrora. And yes
{as I mentioned in the article), the
other boys in the class are learning a
great lesson about tolerance and
derech eretz.

In closing, I would greatly appreci-
ate the comments and suggestions of
rabbe’im and morahs regarding these
matters. These pages can be very help-
ful, in serving as a vehicle for us to dis-
cuss this critical issue. Truthfully, there
is no one correct approach that is
appropriate for every situation. One
thing is certain. Without question, we
will all gain immeasurably by sharing
with each other methods that we find
helpful. May the Ribbono Shel Olam
grant us the siyata diShmaya to realize
our deepest wish, “Vchol bonayich
limudei Hashem.”

RaBel YAKOV HOROWITZ
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Rabbi Yossi Strassfeld

Thoughts Of
A Wounded Chald

I am looking for-
ward to my eighth
birthday, but I sense
something is wrong.
Mommy told us today
that Daddy was going
away for a while and we
would move back to
our  grandparents’
home. I'm afraid to
question why my
mother seems so sad.

* % %

I'm so frightened by
our new surroundings. I know no one
in this new town. I'm afraid of going to
this new school. Will the children like
me? What if no one will play with me?

»* ok

It wasn’t so bad. The kids were very
nice, but why did they have to keep ask-
ing me why I came in the middle of the
year? 1 was scared they would ask me
where my father was. I wish I knew the
answer. Why doesn’t he at least call us?

¥ ok

Mommy screams at me all the time.
Why does she always say [ take after my
father? What does she mean?

% %

I asked Mommy today when Daddy
was coming to join us and she told me
she didn’t know. She sounded like he was
never coming back! But she promised
us when we moved that he would come.
Pm scared.

Rabbi Strassfeld, who serves as administrater of Pro-
ject COPE Agudath Isracl of America’s Empleyment
Services Division, is the Director of the Rockland
County Chazara Center.

Daddy called today! Mommy didn’t
want to talk to him! He didn’t say very
much to me. He didn't even say he miss-
es me. I wonder if he really does. I know
I miss him a lot.

* % %

I have a lot of new friends, but I'm
always worried someone will ask about
my father.

* *

My Mother finally told me the truth!
Daddy is not coming back-—I knew it!
I just knew it! Now what will my
friends say?

* % %

School is almost over. I can hardly

wait. Why does Mommy keep saying she |

dreads the end of school? Am I so bad?
If only she would say I was good once!

* % %

Who is this man that Mommy
made us get dressed up to meet? I don’t
like him at all. Why is Mommy bring-
ing him here?

* % %

Daddy came to visit.
We hadn’t seen him in
almost a year. He told us
that he has married a
very nice woman and
one day we would meet
her. How could she be
nicer than Mommy? I'm
so mixed up. Why is
this happening? Daddy
bought me a real Major
League Baseball Mitt.
It’s beautiful. I can’t wait
to show Mommy.

* % *

I don’t believe it! Mommy was so
angry about the mitt. What does Santa
Claus have to do with Daddy? Mommy
hates me! I know it. I wish I can go
home with Daddy, Maybe I willl T hate
this house.

* % %

We're moving again, A new place, a
new school, and a new father. Why does
Mommy have to do this to us? 'm so
frightened. Why can’t we stay here? Why
doesn’t she do what 1 want, for once?
Why doesn't she care about me?!

* ok

Nobody likes me in the new school.
Everyone looked at me today strange-
ly. Nobody talks to me. I was afraid to
ask them if { could play at recess. I hate
them ail!

L

I made friends with a few boys this
week, and my Rebbi told me how proud
he was of my progress. I guess yeshiva
is not that bad.

12
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My “New Father” hit me. He said I
was talking back. I was only trying to
explain why I was late. I didn't mean to
talk back. I hate him. I'll stay in my room
from now on!

* o F

Again he hit me! This time with a
strap. It's not my fault I don’t know the
Gemora. I hate him! Mommy doesn’t
even say anything. She just doesn’t care.
Someday I'll show them both.

* o X

Please don’t call on me, Rebbi. Please!
You know I don’t know the Gemora. It’s
not my fault. I have no one at home to
help me. Please! Don’t embarrass me
in front of the whole class! Everyone will
laugh, just like last time. Why does
everyone hate me?

* % o

T wish 1 would never see a Gemora
ever again. Shimon and me are always
the ones who fail; at least we have each
other, Yesterday we went to the bowling
alley to play those arcades. If my step-
father finds out he'll beat me again. I
don’t care. Shimon says his parents gave
up on him already. They don’t care what
he does. I wish my parents would mind
their own business.

L

My Bar Mitzva (at last) is next week.
I can’t wait! It’s going to be the great-
est. Even my father will be there for the
whole Shabbos!

* % %

Only three boys from my class
showed up for my Bar Mitzva. ] went to
everyone's but  have no friends. That’s
the last time I'll do anything for any of
them. Why does everyone hate me? I cut
school today. I don't care. I went with
Shimon to a movie. It was great! I just
hope my stepfather doesn’t find out—
he’ll beat me to death.

L

We did it again. Shimmy and me.
Rebkbi doesn’t care if we're there or not.

The Mercaz is offering
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We met a group of other boys in the
bowling alley who cut class. Hey, 'm not
the only one. We had a great time! |
scored second to highest and alt the guys
treated me like they really liked me. We
made up to meet again tomorrow
night.

* %

That big bully. I hate him. Rebbi
must've called him that I was skipping
class. Big deal! Why did he have to
scream like that? He says he’ll throw me
out if T ever do it again. | hope he does.
Who needs it?

* %

The menahel was furious. He called
my parents and told them that he counld-
w't allow us to stay in the yeshiva. We
were a terrible influence on the whole
class. Shimmy says not to worry. It’s not
the first time the menahel threatened to
expel him. I don’t know, he sure sounds
like he means it!

i
|

Shimmy and the other boys at least
accept me. Without any yeshiva to go to
and my parents just ignoring me, [ hang
out all day. I really don't want to do some
of these things, but everyone else does,
I don’t want them to reject me, too.

* A X

his story is played out every day
i of the year. Certainly the specif-
ic details differ with every child,
yet the theme as well as the unfortunate
results are all too similar, These wound-
ed children are found many times in
troubled homes, but just as many come
from the very best homes. These chil-
dren come just as often from Chassidishe
backgrounds as from Yeshivishe back-
grounds and from Baalebatishe back-
grounds. Their only common denom-
inator is their feeling of rejection {real
or imagined!}. Those children are com-
pelled to find some form of success and
acceptance—at any cost.
We live in a society that idealizes
independence and individualism. Our
children are not immune to these influ-

Announcing the newest addition to the
| Tocket” Torah Library from Feldheim. .

! Orchos Tzaddikim:

l The Ways of the Tzaddikim

. Orchos Tzaddikim discusses personal growth
i and character traits—as defined by the Torah—
|| in a systematic, easy-to-follow manner.
And now, the new Hebrew-English edition of
! this mussar classic is available in a convenient

| pocket-sized edition. Clearly typeset and beau-
| tifully bound, you can now take this popular
|| sefer with you—while you travel, while you
L wait, wherever you go.
| It's ideal for daily study, and a perfect gift
[l idea too!

ences, They too strive for recognition of
their independence. What is being done
with a child who has chosen to find
acceptance outside of Yiddishkei? A
number of yeshivos as well as various
individuals are making great strides in
working with some of these adolescents.
However, the numbers which they can
accommodate are small in comparison
to the need. What, then, can we as par-
ents, as mechanchim, and as a commu-
nity do to stop this terrible hemor-
rhaging of our vouth?

can be identified at a relatively

young age. Many mechanchim 1
have spoken to, feel confident that they
can accurately pinpoint those children
most “at risk” as early as 5th grade or
younger.

A group of ba'alei battim in Monsey
have therefore formed a Viaad (working
committee) to organize a “Big Brother”
Program to work with “At-Risk Chil-
dren”in grades 5-8. Many of these chil-
dren are experiencing difficulty in

It would seem that these problems

LOCK FOR THESE OTHER OUTSTANDING
- TITLES N THIS POPULAR SERIES:
+ The Concise Book of Mitzvot
4 The Gates of Repentance
4 The Way of G-d
+ The Path of the Just
# Ahavath Chesed
# Malbim an Mishley
4 Koheleth
# Strive For Truth!
#+ Mother of Royally
4 Our Faith and Strength
+ The Jewish Year
# Changes That Last Forever
+ Faith and Trust
# The Book of Yechezkel
# Jewish Symbolism
# Taharas Halashon
¢ Dear Kallah
+ With All Your Heart
# Sparks of Mussar
< Guide to Middoth improvement
# Yo Turn the Many to Righteousness
# The Pleasant Ways of the Jewish
Dayghter
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school, either academically or socially.
Some need nothing more than a tutor
{(which their parents may not be able to
afford). Others crave some stability in
their home life. A Yungerman's invita-
tion for a Shabbos meal or a once-a-week
learning seder can be the key to the
bachur's future. One need not be a
world-renowned mechanech to help. All
you need is the willingness to give a lit-
tle time and love to a “Wounded Child”

These children are in our shuls and
shtieblach. They are in our immediate
neighborhood. If we take the time to lis-
ten carefully, we will hear their silent cry
for help.  In addition to this Vaad, a
number of Rabbanin have been hired by
the Vaad to provide subsidized chazora
three times a week with the children. If
the child knows the Gemora or Chumash,
he’ll be happy to go off to yeshiva, He'll
look forward to being called upon. He'll
be encouraged to continue to know his
work and will gain confidence and self
esteem with each success.

What about the child who may not
be able to succceed even with added
help? With the Rebbiand the tutor work-
ing together, they can focus on a small-
er portion of the material and let that
child be called upon only for that small
piece. The child can be just as success-
ful if we are willing to make the accom-
modations needed to fit his abilities. [
assure you that with Hakadosh Baruch
Hu, it is just as acceptable.

Similar programs can and must be
initiated in every community. Don’t
wait for someone else to do it. If you
know other concerned parents, get
them together and make a start. With
Hakadosh Baruch Hu's help, you will
find success.

Secondly, we must realize that we live
in a very frightening world.This is
especially true for children. Their needs
for stability and security are increasingly
crucial as they grow older and become
more aware of their own vulnerbility.

Many books have been written
regarding the upbringing of children—
all of which are insightful and enlight-
ening. I know many people, however,
who have followed their advice and yet
were unsuccessful. I've also known a

number of parents who have done
everything that these books assure us
wil] be a formula for disaster. But won-

ders of wonders—not one, but all of

their children have developed into
exceptional B'nei Torah and Bnos Torah.
This has left me to conclude that there
is no one factor or set of factors that
guarantee anything.

However, this is clear: A child from
a warm, openly affectionate home
has the best chance of success. You
might be surprised as to how many
parents never tell their children that

A

Hioh
Schoo
Education

Is For

A Lifetime

- Invest Just
Hours

Our cormmitment fo Torah valies
and excellence in Jewish &
ceneral studies can make a

difference in your daughter's life

they love them and are proud of
them. We as parents tend to take our
love for our children as a given. How-
ever, children always question whether
they are truly loved. Always! You, as a
parent, can do everything wrong all
day—as fong as at bedtime you give
them a big hug and kiss and fell him
and her that you love them very
much. Will it solve all of our children’s
problems? Probably not, but we can
and we must assure them—and reas-
sure them-——of our unconditional ded-
ication to their well being.

o Imnovative, challenging curriculum

e State-of-the-art facility

o Quitstanding faculty

o Emphasis on midos, chavacker, & skills

o Small classes, ensuring individual attention

Due to the overwhelming interest in our school, we are offering
our Open House in two sessions.

Entrance exam November 10th, 1-3pm
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MANHATTAN HIGH SCHOOL FOR GIRLS
134 E. 70th St {off Lexington Ave.), New York, NY 10021

Tel. (212) 7376800
Mrs. Sora F. Bulka, Principal
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I once spoke to a family with a trou-
bled child. They professed to have a warm
and loving home and, as in most such sit-
uations, they were bewildered as to how
they have gone wrong. “Tell me,” I con-
tinued, “when was the last time you actu-

ally told your child that you loved him?”

They were indignant. “If after all we
have done for him he still questions
our love, nothing we say will make a
difference!”

Wreng! Tragically wrong! We must
remember that we parents have a
tremendous advantage over our own
kids. Every single one of us had been a
child once. Our children, however, have
never been parents! What we take as a
given, they find incredulous. If we
could only think back to our own child-
hood and recollect our thoughts and the
priorities we had as children, we would

begin to realize that we many times are
misreading their concerns.

I plead with each of you--when
your children come home today, tell
them how much you love them, and tell
them again at bedtime, and again
when they wake up. And then again
tomorrow, and the day after that, and
the day after that. I promise you can-
not be saying it too often. We all love
and cherish our kids. Let’s let them
know it. Each and every child can find
love and security in this beautiful
lifestyle we call Yiddishkeit. Please let’s
not give up on even one of them! B

Hearing the Tineless Message of Torab

Parsha Perceptions, a compilation of the inspi-
1 rational hashkafa sections of his already available

shiurin from Series 7, 8 and 9, makes Rabbi
Frand's keen insights accessible to everyone. Each
parsha discussion brings you inte harmony with
the coming Shabbos and helps enrich your
Shabbos table with thought-proveking concepts,

BEREISHIS SERiES 3
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concludes with hashkafa and ethical applications related to that parsha. Every full sefer
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Free Will vs. Hashgocha Pratis
Artificial Insentination Before Chemotherapy
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K'rias Shema: How Early, Interruptions, and Other Issues
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*7 PER TAPE/*70 PER SET
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Rabb1 Yakov Horowitz

Dealing With the Morning Tinderbox

he hectic moments before the bus
l or carpool arrives in the morn-
ing to take the children to school
are often the most stressful ones of the
entire day. Even if the mother is not
rushing off to work, as so many do, the
home is a hub of activity, as snacks are
prepared, homeworks and tests signed,
bookbags filled, and so on. Under these
circumstances, any additional element
of strife often escalates into a full-blown
confrontation. The cause for this tension
may be an unmade bed, a failed test, or
any unresolved issue from the previous
night. Tempers flare, and you say some-
thing hurtful. The problem is, you
simply don’t have the time or the
yishuv hadaas to smoke the peace pipe
when there is so much going on.

In the worst case scenario, your child
misses the bus. You berate him or her
throughout the drive to school, or qui-
etly do a slow burn as you calculate how
to make up the 20 minutes lost from
your schedule. The rebbi/morah has
now been handed the impossible task of
teaching a moody, distracted child.

When an otherwise well-behaved
talmid acts out or is obviously dis-
traught, I speak to him privately to ascer-
tain what is troubling him. If the cause
is one of the above-mentioned issues, |
insist that the parent come to yeshiva,
or call the office, and patch things up to

Rabbi Horowitz teaches 8th grade in Yeshiva of Spring
Valiey, and serves as principal of General Studies in
Yeshivas Beis Mikroh, both in Monsey, New York.

Among the greatest
changes that have taken
place in the chinuch world
over the past generation is the
level of parental involvement.
Our parents dutifully went to
PTA., and checked our report
cards. That was it. No helping
with homework, no weekly
calls 1o the teacher, no daily
monitoring of our nofebooks.

ensure that my talmid is able to con-
centrate on the shiur, Parents should
make an ironclad rule {and inform the
children of this) of never sending off a
child to school when they are upset. If
the child has done something wrong and
rebuke is in order, inform the child that
you are upset about this matter, but that
you will discuss it at night.

A parent whom I had counseled on
this matter several years ago, and had
established this rule with his children,
recently informed me of a truly remark-
able incident. He drives his son to yeshi-
va every morning for Shacharis. One
morning his son overslept, and the
father was forced to wait 10 minutes for
his son to get dressed. He forcefully
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An Ounce of
Prevention-li

The Parents’ Role in Preventing
Today’s Underachievers From
Becoming Dropout Teens

expressed his displeasure to his son dur-
ing the short drive to veshiva. One hour
later, realizing that he had violated his
own rule, the father {who works local-
ly) drove back to the yeshiva to wish his
son “ah gutten tog” His very-well adjust-
ed and self-confident mesivia-age son
came out with a big smile and told his
father with tears in his eyes, “Thank you,
Tatty, for coming. I was so hurt that you
dropped me off like that. I couldn’t con-
centrate at all during davening”

When Disagreements Arise

tionship between two thinking peo-

ple, disagreements will arise. It is so
destructive for a child to hear criticism
of the rebbi/morah that parents express
to each other or to friends, and in some
cases, to even listen in as the parents
thrash out their differences with the
child’s rebbi/morah over the phone.
When, as General Studies principal, [
receive a call from parents to discuss
complaints or comments regarding a
teacher’s actions, I very often ask them
where their son is at the moment. In the
vast majority, of cases, the answer is that
the child is not privy to the conversation.
In fact, I generally have found parents to
be very respectful and supportive of their
children’s rabbe’im and teachers.

Much to my dismay, I occasionally
am informed that the child is right by
the phone, listening to every word. Years
ago, I received a very nasty note from a
parent regarding a (valid) complaint
regarding his son’s treatment. {t was not

It is inevitable that, in a working rela-

7




enclosed in an envelope. The sheet of
paper wasn’t even folded. The boy sat in
my class for the rest of the school year.
However, he stopped being my talmid
from that point on. Perhaps part of the
blame is mine for not ignoring this inci-
dent, but our relationship was never the
same from that point on.

A New Era in Parental Involvement

mong the greatest changes that
Ahave taken place in the chinuch

world over the past generation is

the level of parental involvement. Qur
parents dutifully went to PTA., and
checked our report cards. That was it. No
helping with homework, no weekly calls
to the teacher, no daily monitoring of our
notebooks. Invariably, the response to,
“How was your day, Sheifele?” was,
“Great, Ma” End of dialogue. A child who
was not doing well in school was basi-
cally able to enjoy life to its fullest out-
side the walls of the yeshiva,

This is no longer the case. While this
is a positive development for most chil-
dren, for the underachiever, or the

~AishelAvraham

A Community within a Community

A most modern strictly kosher
facility in the heart of a thriving
community.

+ More than 200 volunteers help
make Aishel Avraham a community
within a community

+ State-of-the-Art technology for
1V and Ventilation patients

& Progressive care for Alzheimer's
patients

+ [ixceptional Speech, Occupational,
and Physical Therapies

¢ Acclaimed skilled nursing and

medical care
£y
p-d

Rt

Place Your Loved Ones
In A Community Of Care

Aishel Avraham

RESIDENTIAL HEALTH CARE FACILITY

For admission information and appoiniment, please call;
MRs. REGINA SCHWARTZ, Dircelor of Admissions

(718)-858-6200

chronically restless child, there is no
place to hide. The home phone rings
nightly with today’s misbehavior horror
story, or to report another failing test
grade. The pressure brought to bear on
these kids is unbearable.

Parents can assist in this problem by
creating a “safe zone” where no stress
exists. Perhaps ask the rebbifteacher to
call you at an hour when your child is
not home, or sleeping. Try limiting any
serious discussion of your child’s
progress with him (aside from general
review and studying} to one set time a
week; perhaps on the weekend. This will
help avoid the Chinese water torture of
mightly droplets of negative information.

Most important, remind vour child
again and again that he/she has your
unconditional love regardless of his/her
achievement in school. While you may
be aware of this fact, and assume that
your child is equally certain of it, you
must express this feeling explicitly as
often as possible. As many times as you
might think you are repeating yourself,
just remember that underachieving
children are reminded far more often
than that of their inadequacies.

Parents and Adult Peer Pressure

¢ habitually urge our children
Wto ignore peer pressure when
making decisions, large and

small. The quotes often used are the
admonitions of Chazal: “Be bold as a
leopard... strong as a lion... to carry out
the will of your Father in Heaven” (Avos
5:23); and the opening words of the
R’MA: “One should not be embarrassed
by those who might scoff at him when
in the service of Hashem” {Shulchan
Aruch Orach Chaim I:1),

While we may be quite sincere when
discussing the subject with our children,
we often need reminders to heed this
sage advice when making chinuch deci-
sions on their behalf. Several menahelim
have expressed their frustration to me,
regarding parents’ response to their
recommendations that students be
placed in weaker classes, in a remedial
program, or be transferred to a school
where his/her educational needs will be
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or the underachiever,

or the chronically
restless child, there is no
place to hide. The home
phone rings nightly with
today’s misbehavior
horror story, or to report
another failing test
grade. The pressure
brought to bear on these
kids is unbearable.

better served. In many instances, the par-
ents are opposed to change for fear that
the child will be traumatized by it—an
entirely understandable reaction. Quite
often, however, it is the parents that are
most uncomfortable with this. It canbe
very painful for them to come to grips
with their child’s preforming significantly
below class level. The pain is most acute
at the social level—What will neighbors
say? How will it affect our standing in
the community? However, it is simply
irrelevant—and thus inexcusable—to
factor in any external considerations
when charting an educational path for
any child. The only issues that merit eval-
uation are the child’s educational, social
and emotional needs.

A renowned educator told me of his
personal involvement with a talmid who
was languishing in a mainstream class,
unable to keep up with the lessons. This
menahel was politely informed by the
parents that any change in the child’s
school placement was out of the ques-
tion. After all, they had children of mar-
riageable age at home. While we may
(rightfully) decry the actions of the
aforementioned parents, an honest
examination of our own reactions are
perhaps in order. These parents are only
responding to the societal stigma placed
on underachieving children. We can

3

never realize our goal of teaching each
child al pi darko until we truly internalize
the notion that“in accordance with his
needs” is the starting point—and the fin-
ishing line—in all such calculations.

Enlisting Outside Help

hen parents feel things at
Whome spinning out of control,
it is time to enlist the assis-

tance of others. There is tension in every

home; arguments and points of con-
tention are inevitable. If you find your-
self saying very hurtful things to your
child, however, and hours later won-
dering how you could possibly have said
this to the child that you love so much,
or worse vet, hitting him or her force-
fully and in anger, it is time to step back
and get help—especially if this is
becoming a pattern and not an isolat-
ed incident.

Consulting with your Ravis perhaps

The Shalom Task Force
Abuse Hotline is endorsed by

Confidential Hotline

leading Orthodox Rabbonim,

Do it for yourself.
Do it for your children.

Mozeson/Malinowski Advertising (201)801-0101

“

z
-_; -
0%
‘P*.Foﬁsg
718 337 3700
Collect calls accepted.
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the best place to begin:. In many
instances, an honest, heart-to-heart
dialogue can be very helpful in improv-
ing your parenting skills. If profession-
al help is in order, he will be able to refer
you to one of the many frum, qualified

* The classical response to most problems, “Why
aren’t they doing something about it?” is fust plain
nonsense, “They,” our overworked Rabbanim and
Roshei Hayeshiva, are involved in every detail of the
situations brought to their attention. Most of my
involvement with teenagers was at “their” behest. In
fact, among the scores of situations brought to my
attention since the article was published, almost
every single one had Rabbanim intimately involved.

\/\/e have so much to be proud of in our community. It is
our obligation to highlight the beauty and splendor of

our sociely. Yet we deprive our children of a most precious
gift, their sweet period of femimus—their innocence—when
we expose them to its ills at a young age.

counselors or therapists who practice in
our community. Please, please don’t wait

until irreparable damage is done to your
child’s self esteem and to your rela-
tionship with him or her. Very often
there are only minor adjustments that
need to be made in vour relationship
with them to help them grow imto
happy, productive adults.

Directing Our Critical Eye

e are obligated as shomrei
Torah w'mitzvos to strive for
perfection in our spiritual

pursuits. Indeed, this is our life’s goal:
never to be satisfied with our present
fevel in our quest for sheleimus. Be it in
the realm of chassidus or mussar,
whether the term is cheshbon hanefesh,
hishonenus, or hisbodedus, the basic con-
cept is the same: the ongoing struggle
to first search within ourselves for our
flaws, and then to go about correcting
them. Without this ongoing critical
assessment, one stagnates, and is rele-
gated to the status of an ormeid (sta-
tionary being) rather than the mehalech
(one who advances) that one is oblig-
ated to become. To observe things with
a critical eye is second nature to vs, per-
haps even our birthright.

The inherent danger with this
approach is that often we turn this crit-
ical eye away from our own actions,
where self-examination is productive,
and look at others harshly, which is hurt-
ful and destructive.

Several times I was told by Mori
+’'Rabbi Rabbi Levi Yitzchok Bender 73
of Yerushalayim, “Oib a kashye fraygin
iz nor oif zich, kainmohl nisht oif yen-
nem... oif zich vest du treffen ah terutz, bai
yennem vest du blaybin bai de kashye”
Loosely translated, this means that if one
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finds faults in his own deeds, he will
rationalize what he has done, but if he
does so with the actions of others, he will
be content to remain in the critical mode.

Take the following test: Have someone
ask your child why he attends the school he
is currently envolled in (assuming you lve
tn an area with more than onie). I hope that
I'm wrong, but you might listen in horror
as your child replies, “Where else should I
g07¢, and then proceed to degrade every
other mosad haTorah in fown, without say-
ing a nice word about his own school. Before
you step in and discipline your child for talk-
ing in a disrespectful manner, take a
moment, and remember the way you
responded when asked by friends (within
earshot of your children) why you chose this
yeshiva for your kids, why you daven in that
particular shul, why you are a chassid of a
specific rebbe....

Focusing on the Positive

e have so much to be proud
Wof in our community. It is our
obligation to highlight the

beauty and splendor of our society. Yet
we deprive our children of a most pre-
cious gift, their sweet period of
temimus—their innocence——when we
expose them to its ills at a young age,
Parents often defend this practice by
maintaining that since there are
unscrupulous people “out there,” their
children are better prepared for adult-
hood if they grow up with a healthy sus-
picion rather than blind trust. Wrong.
Dead wrong. Children need to aspire to
become great adults and contribute to
Klal, be it in chinuch, rabbanus, by
becoming a tomeich Torah, a volunteer
in chessed organizations, and so on.
Growing up with the impression that
many or most adults are unworthy of
respect replaces the fermimus with a cold
cynicism that a rebbif morah finds so dif-
ficult to overcome.

Granted that negative advertising
works in political campaigns, but its
benefits are limited to convincing the
public that the opponent has serious
flaws. This does nothing to persuade
anyone that the candidate sponsoring
the advertisement is worthy of your vote.

In fact, studies have shown that voter
turnout drops and general disgust with
all politicians grows when such tactics
are used. It is far better to have your trust
misplaced occasionally than to be eter-
nally suspicious of everyone.

Rabbi Moshe Feinstein 231 used to
chide those who were in the habit of say-
ing: “Es 4s shver tzu zayn ah Yid™ (It is
difficult to be a Jew)—a common
refrain among the immigrant popula-
tion of the first half of this century.
While their lives were unquestionably
difficult, Reb Moshe would exclaim that
an entire generation of children aban-
doned their heritage due to having heard
this expression constantly from their
parents, usually accompanied by a dis-
couraging sigh. This was the case despite
the monumental devotion that these
people displayed for Shabbos observance
and many other mifzvos. We must be
very careful not to be too effective in illu-
minating the eyes of our children to the
shortcomings of our beautiful Torah
society.

Our Schools: The Envy of the Nation
wo years ago, shortly after
I Shavuos, I brought a group of
twelve talmidim to Rabbi
Shmuel Birnbaum 8™52 to be test-

ed on the entire Gemora they had
learned that year (by heart). The Mir-
rer Rosh Hayeshiva spent nearly two
hours with the boys, clearly enjoying
every moment. As he got up to leave,
he turned to me and exclaimed {in Yid-
dish) with great emotion, “We are
engaged in a philosophical debate
with the secular Jews regarding the
direction of our lives. These children
prove that we are correct! Search
throughout the world, and see if you
can find twelve such polite, respectful
boys, so committed to the tradition of
their parents.”

Our yeshiva system is doing what the
secular society can only dream of:
graduating committed, focused young
men and women, who will be an asset
to their families and their community.
Despite maintaining a dual program of
Hebrew and secular studies, our high
school students have scored, on stan-
dardized tests, averages that are far above
the nationwide median. To quote our
parents, “Tzu G-#t un tzu leit"—in effect,
having the best of both worlds. Hope-
fully, honest discussion of the problems
that we face together, amongst our
youth, will insure that ali of our children
have the opportunity to reap the choice
benefits of our glorious Yeshiva-Bais
Yaakov school system. |
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INTRODUCTION TO SHABBOS-1

ne weekend last summer, my

daughters made Shabbat for

my sister in California. The
girls prepared some traditional dishes,
showed Candis how to bless candles
Friday night, and for one day—in
honor of the Israeli cousins—my sis-
ter’s family refrained from taltking on
Sarah Shapiro, a published author who lives in
Jerusalem, is a frequent contributor to these pages.
She edited the book, Of Hormie and Heart, an anthol-

ogy of The Jewish Observer essays on “Fhe World of
the Jewish Woman,” published by ArtScrofl/Mesorah,
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the phone, travelling by car, or turning
on and off lights,

On Sunday, the phone rang in
Jerusalem. My sister’s voice on the line
from Oakland was uncharacteristical-
ly solemn, “It was so wonderful,” she said
guietly. “T've gotten a glimpse into
what Shabbat can be”

INTRODUCTION TO SHABBOS-2
everal months later, Candis decid-

ed to visit us in Israel with our
octogenarian mother. Late Friday

Sarah Shapiro,

afternoon, heading out from the hotel
by taxi for our apartment, with plenty
of time before the onset of Shabbat, she
tried to pronounce in Hebrew the
directions I'd given her over the tele-
phone. The Arab driver couldn't make
heads or tails of the address, so he just
took them to the only place whose name
he understood——Shmuel HalNavi. After
a lot of circling around, he was still dri-
ving here and there as twilight fell,
searching for a street which didn’t
exist. And when the Shabbat sirens
sounded, he pulled over onto Bar Han
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to ask a passersby for help.

Now, up until this moment, this
American sister of mine knew virtual-
ly zero about Orthodox Jews, other than
whatever she had observed of my own
family through the years. But she knew
enough to recognize as Orthodox the
group of angry young men in black who
suddenly surrounded the taxi. And
from the time spent with my daughters,
she recognized that word these people
were velling, “Shabbos! Shabbos!” As far
as she and my mother could tell, they
were about to be physically attacked.

..in an event that will mark the culmination of seven-and-
a-half years of daily toil in the study of the Talmud...
...as well as

75 years of learning in accordance with the
Daf Yomi schedule.

AT THE 10TH SIYUM
HASHAS OF THE DAF YOMI

to take place mx on
Sunday, the first day of Selichos
September 28, 1997 « 26 Elul 5757
in the main arena of Madison Square Garden in New York City, with other halls
to accommodate the overflow, as well as gathering places across the continent.
More information to follow.

Daf Yomi Commission, Agudath Israel of America
84 William St, NYC 10038 + 212-797-9000

Back home, we wondered. Fifteen
minutes late, a half-hour late, Candle-
lighting came and went. By the time we
located the two of them an hour or so
later, trying to find their way on a side
street near our home, their blanched,
stricken faces told us that something
had happened.

What, indeed, had happened? A
group of bored Israeli teenagers——lack-
ing personal experience with non-reli-
gious Jews from other cultures, and
oblivious to the fact that their methods
were violating grossly the very ideals they

saw themselves as protecting—had sac-
rificed my sister’s emerging interest in
Shabbos observance to their own excit-
ing Friday night agenda. In their minds,
it was obvious that these western tourists
were flouting their contempt for the holy
Shabbos, so the women themselves
deserved to be treated with contempt.
The young men’s behavior ensured that
for now, the primary emotion associat-
ed in my sister’s heart with Shabbos
would be fear. She would also, from here
on in, be affected by a persistent sense
of having been excluded from the reli-
gion by religious Jews.

CACOPHONY OUT THE WINDOW

hree weeks ago [ was in my
kitchen preparing Seuda Shiishis.
We generally don't hear much of
anything through our windows on
Shabbos afternoon, other than children
and birdsong. But as I stood there slic-
ing cucumbers and tomatoes, and set-
ting out the gefilte fish, the hush was
abruptly broken. Another demonstra-
tion against Shabbos traffic was going on
over on Bar Ilan Street. First came the
whirring, clip-clippitting thunder of
helicopters circling overhead, then the
electrically trumpeted orders resound-
ing over police bullhorns. I knew from
experience that most of the police
would be standing there warily, with
clubs at their sides, but that some
would be strutting around and pushing
people roughly; some would use the
clubs indiscriminately; some would
rear up their horses to intimidate
demonstrators and onlookers.
Next, my ears discerned the roaring
of the counter-demonstrators’ motor-

! cycles: the left-wing Meretz supporters

were zipping up and down Bar Ilan to
demonstrate their opposition to closing
the road. 1 could see them in my
mind’s eye as I had seen them in actu-
ality, smiling with satisfaction under the
loud torrent of “ Shabbos! Shabbos!” that
rained down upon them: it’s not every
day they get to be screamed at by hun-
dreds of amusingly indignant Charei-
dim. They would be exulting in this fla-
grant defiance of their religion’s central
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hallmark, right under the noses of
those guys with long curling peyos and
black coats. Then came the ominous
crescendo of ambulance sirens.

Where are my children? My insides
percolated in anxiety and agitation.

Nearly a year had gone by since the
incident with my mother and sister, but
my resentment towards that group of
Chareidi teenagers—and even more so
at their parents, whoever they were, for
not forcefully putting a stop to their
sons’ dangerously destructive antics—
had by no means abated. This resent-
ment, coupled with my anger at the sec-
ular Jews who were crudely provoking
their religious brethren, ensured that my

inner experience of Shabbos that week |
was as bereft of serenity as Bar llan |

Street. What a society this is! | muttered
with disgust. From the left and from the
right, from religious and non-religious,
you get these violent macho types—
pushy, intolerant, insensitive... and both
sides revel in their mutual hatred.
They’re all buoyed by a smug belief in
their own superiority. Let’s go back to
Connecticut!

WHEN THE CROWD WAS LEGAL

he following Shabbes, Jerusalem’s
| Gedolim called for a legal, peace-

ful demonstration on Bar Han, |

and a crowd estimated by the police at
150,000 showed up to support a Shab-
bos closure. Distinguished Rabbanim,
among them Rabbi Shmuel Auerbach,
elevated the crowd, which danced and
sang along the street, and since the thor-
oughfare was closed for the duration of
the demonstration, there were no Meretz

supporters driving up and down.

When the demonstration legally
ended at the agreed-upon time and the
streets were emptiying out, a group num-
bering between one and two hundred
refused to leave, and engaged in a con-
frontation with the police. So natural-
ly, it was not the crowd of 150,000 that
appeared in the International Herald Tri-
bune the next day; frum Israelis were rep-
resented, rather, by the demonstrators
who had ignored the calls to disperse.
The photograph was accompanied by an
article about the Orthodox Jews in
Jerusalem who threw stones and over-
turned garbage bins to protest traffic on
the Sabbath.

“HOW DO YOU FEEL ACHDUS
WITH THEM?”

ver the following days, my
O intense irritation over all these

events didn’t dissipate signifi-
cantly, but somehow, I never did get
around to packing my bags. After all,
squeezing twenty years’ worth of stuff
into our battered suitcases calls for the
sort of organizational skills with which
I haven’t been blessed. So 1 was still in
Jerusalem one night shortly thereafter
when a class by Rebbetzin Tzipora
Heller was given in a neighbor’s apart-
ment, She happened to touch on the
subject of non-divisiveness.

“We're supposed to feel achdus with
Klal Israel she said at one point in the
shiur, “but sometimes whole groups of
individuals are wrong, How can you feel
achdus with them? You start to hate
someone because of your expectations.
You hate because of your unwillingness

B

he young men’s

behavior ensured
that for now, the
primary emotion
associated in my sisfer’s
heart with Shabbos
would be fear. She
would also, from here
on in, be affected by a
persistent sense of
having been excluded
from the religion by
religious Jews.

to accept the variations among human
beings, the differences of personality
between one human being and anoth-
er. But even in a confrontation between
an absolute wrong and an absolute right,
you don’t have to demonize the other
person.”

1 asked Rebbetzin Heller: How I could
feel achdus with the young men on Bar
Ilan who achieve such an incredible chillul
Hashem all over the world? And how
could I not demonize those people driving
up and down in their cars, who go out of
their way to hinder other Jews' obser-
vance?
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“If you want to deal with other
human beings without demonizing
them, you have to start out with a fun-
damental understanding that there are
human beings who are different from
you,” she began, “We generally fail to fully
appreciate the fact that people manifest
wide variations of personality and per-
spective. So when looking at the various
groups involved in the Bar Han struggle,
first you have to grasp, and it’s not easy,
that just as you yourself will interpret
reality according to your own unique
standpoint, so will they. Then it becomes
a matter of perceiving and responding
to what you can identify with in the other
person, even if you disagree absolutely
with his position. Those young Charei-
dim go out there, in part, on the same
impulse that motivates males in other
cultures to root for their team at foot-
ball games, It gives them a chance to play
good teamn, bad team. At the Olympics
in Atlanta, the teenagers cheered for the
USA. These kids are rooting for Shabbos.
Their personalities and backgrounds are
such that they see things in black and
white, and the nature of their conviction
brings about an inability to comprehend
someone on the other side, and certainly
makes it difficult to persuasively convey
their perspective.

“As for the Meretz people,” she went
on, “if you're interested in diminishing
your own animosity, bear in mind that
there are probably more pleasant ways
to spend Saturday afternoon than dri-
ving up and down Bar Han Street. They
could be at the beach!”

“I don't think that’s so,” interjected
one of the women at the shiur. “Publicly
insulting the Torah seems to give them
much more pleasure than sunbathing.”

“Yes,” said Rebbetzin Heller, “vet we
can acknowledge that it takes a certain
idealism to find their greatest pleasure
in devoting themselves passionately to
an idea. Can you see this? That’s why it’s
often the people most fiercely opposed
to truth who end up being committed
to it most profoundly. For such a per-
son, ideals are real.

“And in case you don’t believe it’s
really possible to feel achdus with some-
one whose beliefs are utterly opposed to
your own, I'll tell you a story:

“Someone I know is one of those wormnen
who are perfect. We all know at least one
person like this—her behavior’s impeccable,
her house is impeccable, and the way she
dresses.... You know the kind of stockings that
cost 20 shekels a pair in Geula? And you fig-
ure there must be somebady out there who
buys them because the store does carry them?

e
expenst
Can tor ¢

t fakes a cerfain

idealism 1o find their
greatest pleasure in
devoting themselves
passionately to an
idea. Can you see thise
That's why it's often the
people most fiercely
opposed o truth who
end up being
committed to it most
profoundly. For such a
person, ideals are real.

Well, this is the woman who buys them.

“When Labor ran the country, if you'll
recall, they promised the community of Efrat
that they'd be able to expand the settlement
onte one of the adjacent hills. The Arabs
objected, claiming the land was theirs, so the
government agreed to a different hill. When
the Arabs once again objected, the govern-
ment retracted this permit, as well, and the
people of Efrat decided to lay claim to the
land by going out to the hill and simply refus-
ing to leave. It was a rough period, a great
deal of physical confrontation between the
army and the settlers, people were getting
badly hurt, A lot of people were arrested, the
soldiers were forcibly dragging men and
women and children down off the hills.

“Now, this woman lives in Efrat and was
present at the demonstration, and a soldier
approached, under orders to get her down
off the hill along with everyone else. There
she was sitting like a queen with her dig-
nified bearing on the rocky ground, in her
elegant suit and hat, and her delicate
shoes—and somehow, he balked. Something
stopped him from using force. So he said,
‘Geveret, you'll have to come with me now.
And she said, ‘U'm not sure I should.
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“The soldier kind of smiled. ‘Oh really!
You're not sure you should!”

“She nodded.

“Isn’t that nice! Well, take it from me,
Geveret, you should get down off this hill
this minute, otherwise I'm going to have to
use force. So if you'd just be so kind—’

“I'm really not sure I should’

“The soldier stood there amazed for a
moment, then he said, 'Look, lady, how
about this: you think it over a few minutes,
all right? And you come to a decision about
what you should do, and then I'm coming
back here and you and I are walking down
this hill rogether. Understand?

“The soldier went off, took care of some
of the others, then returned. ‘Sol’ he
exclaimed. ‘I trust youw've arrived at a deci-
sion?’

“Yes, I've thought about it” The woman
was speaking quietly.

“Good! So off we go!’

“What I've decided,’ she said, ‘is that I
didn’t come as far as I have and sacrifice all
that I did in order to walk willingly down
this hll’

“He seemed to take this in. ‘And you're
sure this is the right decision?

“No, 'm not. But [ want to ask you just
one thing” She looked him in the eye. ‘Are
you sure you're right?

“The soldier stood there a moment,
stlent. And he said, ‘No, 'm not. Then he
turned around and walked away.”

A SEQUEL TO THE STORY

ebbetzin Heller continued:
R“There’s a sequel to this story.

That Shabbos, the soldiers who
had carried out the evacuation were still
stationed on the hill, ostensibly to
guard the Jewish citizens from neigh-
boring Arabs, but it was obvious that
their actual purpose was to prevent the
Jews from retaking the hill. On Shabbos
morning. people in Efrat wanted to
bring food to the soldiers, but they
couldn’t because there was no eruv on
the hill, So they asked the officer in
charge if the soldiers could leave their
posts and come into their homes to eat.
He refused to let his men go off duty.
But the day was Jong and the soldiers got
hungry. What happened was that the
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officer relented and all the soldiers—
those who had forcibly removed the
people of Efrat from the hill in the days
before—now joined them to eat and
sing Shabbos Zemiros together at Seuda
Shlishis.

“There’s another example,” said Reb-
betzin Heller, “that shows it’s possible to
be diametrically opposed to someone’s
position and yet communicate your
belief in such a way that neither you nor
the other person is dehumanized by the
conflict between you.

“Years ago, Rabbi Amram Blay, who
was head of Neturei Karta, used to go
every Friday night to the old Edison
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Theatre on Rechov Yeshyahu when it
was still showing movies on Shabbos.
Jerusalem’s police got used to him. They
expected him there every Friday like
clockwork. The people would be on line
for the movie and Rav Blau would take
hold of the bars on the cashier window
and grip them tightly and start shout-
ing, ‘Shabbos! Shabbos!’ at the top of his
lungs.

“When Rav Blau was niftar, my hus-
band went to his levaya and told me that
policemen there were crying.

“Apparently there was something
about the way Rav Blau related to the
policemen that let them know he was-
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n’t against them; he was against the des-
ecration of Shabbos”

IN SEARCH OF A ROLE MODEL

hen I got back home from
WRebbetzin Heller’s shiur, 1
pulled out from the bookshelf

a volume I hadn’t read for some time,
A Tzaddik In Our Time, about the life of
Rabbi Aryeh Levine. Reb Aryeh was
known in Jerusalem as the rabbi of the
prisoners, on account of the devoted
care and loyalty he extended to the
young Jewish inmates of the Russian
Compound Prison, incarcerated during
the British mandate for their pre-State
underground activities,

I was looking for an example of Reb
Aryeh’s manner with non-religious
Jews. Happily, the book was replete with
such accounts. One of them begins by
noting that anyone who knew Reb Aryeh
remembers most vividly “his unique,
affectionate handshake: He would hold
the other person’s hand and pat it—and
it felt as though electric currents pased
through the person’s body, carrying the
pute affection of the rabbi to every fiber
of his spirit.

“One Sabbath morning, as Reb Aryeh
was chatting as usual with the inmates of
the prison in Jerusalem during his regular
weekly visit, one prisoner came over and told
him that he had taken an cath never to
smoke cigarettes again on the Sabbath.
When Reb Aryeh asked why, the man said,
“This morning, when you came over to me
to wish me a good Sabbath, you took my
hand and patted it, as usual, in your own
gentle and affectionate way, with that
heartening smile on your face. Dear rabbi,
at that moment my other hand held a light-
ed cigarette hidden behind my back, where
you couldn’t see it. I knew well enough that
our religious law forbids smoking on the
Sabbath, but that never meant anything to
me. At that moment, though, I wanted most
intensely that you should know nothing of
my burning cigarette. I felt as if it were giv-
ing me blisters all over my body. One
thought burned in my heart: Is it right that
while the rabbi is holding my hand and giv-
ing new life to my spirit, my other hand
should hold a lighted cigarette in direct vio-
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lation of the Sabbath?””

Another story describes how he was
walking along to the synagogue late one
Friday afternoon, “in the midst of the
blazing summer heat,” when he
noticed..,

‘.. a long chain of customers lined up
before a store that sold ice cream. Inside he
could see the shopkeeper busy serving one
person after another...with no thought of
closing. Reb Aryeh stood still, debating in
his mind. "If T were that shopkeeper, he
thought, ‘and all those people were in my
store, could I withstand the temptation?
Would I drive them all away and dose up
because the Sabbath was approaching?’ He
was not at all certain of the answer.... There
and then he entered the ice-cream store, put
his shtreimel carefully on a chair, and sat
down calmly at a table. When he noticed
him, the startled shopkeeper came over.

“What can I say to you?’ Reb Aryeh asked.
You are certainly facing a great temptation.
Nevertheless the Sabbath is the Sabbath’
Not a word more did he say, buf rose from
his seat, put on his shtreimel and lefr the
store. When he was a bit of distance away,
he turned around and looked back; and he
saw the line of customers dissolving. The
shopkeeper was closing his shutters and lock-
ing up.

“Some time later the shopkeeper hap-
pened to meet the rabbi. ‘Do you know?” he
said, ‘Those few words of yours struck home,
to the depths of my heart. I realized that you
knew and felt just what I was thinking and
feeling, and yet you felt pain for the sake of
the Sabbath. Then I thought in my heart:
A Jew like that must not be made to suffer
pain. So I overcame the temptation and sent
those people away””

ANGRY ALL OVER AGAIN
angry all over again. A fourteen-

year-old Chareidi boy was recent-
ly confined, incredibly, for three weeks’

Several weeks have gone by,and I'm

solitary confinement on an unsubstan-

tiated charge of stone-throwing during
a Bar Ilan demonstration. Police had no
proof of his identity as the culprit, and
the boy consistently denied having
been the one who threw stones; he said
he had been in a crowd of onlockers
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who ran off when they were rushed by ’ extravagantly disparate people. When

the police. He tripped, so it was he who
was caught. The judge who sentenced
him to prison, for endangering public
safety, was herself stopped by police for
speeding on a highway shortly thereafter.
She was not arrested.

The boy’s release from prison was
made conditional upon his admitting to
the crime. He held out for some time.
Then he signed a confession.

This Shabbos, there will undoubted-
ly be another demonstration on Bar llan
Street, with its intense clash between

the sound of the helicopters and the
motorcycles and the bullhorns reaches
me through my kitchen window asI pre-
pare the Third Meal, I hope to overcome
the ternptation. | hope to interpret the
event in such a way that my Shabbos is
desecrated neither by my anger, nor by
a sense of superiority,

And by the way, | won’t be packing
my bags to go back where I came from.
I'd never get the zechus of witnessing a
passionate struggle over Shabbos in the
suburbs of Connecticut. B
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Rabbi Elimelech Goldberg

“Baruch e’amar” and the
Power of Change

The Human Capacity to Reach Beyond
the Limits of Birth and Circumstance

THE ENIGMA OF BEN DORDIA

abbi Eliezer Ben Dordia was an
Raddict. According to the Gemo-
rg,! this man lived his life with an
uninhibited desire to frequent whatev-
er courtesan he could, leaving no stone
unturned in his deviant pursuit. In one
particular encounter, the Gemora
describes his travel to a distant land
when he became aware of a woman he
had not yet visited. After paying a for-
tune for this opportunity, he was
shocked to hear her foresee his eventu-
al fall: She blew a breath and said, “As
this blown breath will not return to its
place, so too will Eliezer Ben Dordia
never be received in repentance.”
Shaken by her prediction, Ben Dor-
dia panicked and searched for a way to
redeem his life. He sat between two
mountains and pleaded with these
boulders to pray on his behalf. The
mountains, however, responded, “How
can we pray for you when we are in need
of it ourselves? As it is said, ‘For the
mountains shall depart and the hills will

Rabbi Goldberg serves as Rav of the Young Israet
of Southfield {Michigan) and is a member of the
Presidium of the Vaad Harabanim of Greater
Detroit

|

L
2

be removed.

Undaunted in his quest for forgive-
ness, R, Eliezer Ben Dordia turned to the
Heaven and Earth, and begged them to
seek mercy on his behalf. They too
responded, “How can we pray for you?
We are in need of it ourselves, as it is
written, “The heavens shall vanish away
like the smoke and the Earth shall
become old like a garment.’s"

He reached even higher and
implored the sun and the moon to be
his representatives. They too proved
preoccupied fending for their own
needs, as they quoted: “Then the moon
shall be confounded and the sun
ashamed s

Even the stars and the constellations
explained that they were unable to pray
for Ben Dordia, as they too are in risk
of their very existence, “And all the hosts
of heaven shall melt aways

Hearing that nothing in the universe
was prepared to intervene on his behalf,
R.Eliezer Ben» Dordia proclaimed,“This

1. Aveda Zara 17a.
2. Yeshaya 54,10,
3.1hid 516,
4.Ibid 24,23,
5.1bid 34 4.
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matter is dependent upon me alone,” as
he placed his head between his knees
and wept until his very soul departed.
So great was this feshuva that a Heav-
enly voice emerged and extolled, “Rabbi
Eliezer Ben Dordia is destined for thelife
of the World-to-Come.” This drama
provoked Rebbe {Rabbi Yehuda HaNas-
si) to weep and intone, “Some may
acquire eternal life after many years and
others after only one hour”

Why is the Gemora so interested in
the story of R’ Eliezer Ben Dordia? Why
would he approach mountains and
valleys, the sun and the moon, the heav-
ens and the earth to pray on his behalf?
What were their responses? Why did
Ben Dordia place his head between his
kneess? And finally, why did Rebbe

L oweep?

NO-FAULT RETRIBUTION INSURANCE

here is a tendency today to assign

I every misbehavior, every deviance,

to the combinations of the nature

with which we are born and the nurture,

6. We find putting one’s head between one’s knees
is a form of tefilla as in Berachos 34b. However, what
it might represent in general and why R. Eliezer Ben
Dordia used it in particular are the subject of this
question.
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or the lack thereof, that is defined by our
early environment. Almost every abom-
ination has some predetermined bio-
logical or social mechanism that explains
away the particular misdeed. These forces
or overwhelming tendencies turn every-
day people into unfortunate but helpless
victims of themselves. Social scientists
only debate over which factor, of the
many that assault us, is the more influ-
ential. Human responsibility is elimi-
nated, undermined by the fact that we are
pushed and pulled by those characteris-
tics that we inherit. It is accepted as
dogma that we are unable to change.
Rabbi Eliezer Ben Dordia subscribed
to this thesis. When confronted with the
piercing revelation that his life would
end in failure, he sought mercy. Addict-
ed 1o the well-established patterns of his
behavior, no doubt learned and genet-
ically implanted, Ben Dordia was certain
that he was a victim of his life’s cir-
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cumstances. He therefore appealed to
all of the elements of Hashem's world
that are equally unable to change.
“Daven on my behalf,” he pleaded to the
mountains, for they understand what it
is like to be unmoving, imprisoned with-
in unyielding boundaries. The moun-
tains disappointed him. To his surprise,
the mountains exclaimed, “We need to
pray for ourselves. Even we will be
moved” The stars and the moon
joined in that they too will melt away.
In fact, every immovable part of the uni-
verse responded that all of creation was
brought into being for growth and
change. Upon hearing this, R’ Eliezer
Ben Dordia understood. As one of
Hashem Yishorach’s creations, he too had
the ability to change himself. It was for
this reason that he was created.

By placing his face between his
knees, Ben Dordia rushed the blood to
his head. “Hadam hu hanefesh—The
spirit lies within the blood”” Rabbi
Eliezer Ben Dordia refocused the
lifeblood of the nefesh from his lower
region to his cerebral center. There is
a constant baitle within the human
being as to where we place our energies.
The body, by its very nature, seeks to feel
stimulated and alive. It is not unlike the
heralded theme of advertisers to pro-
mote their products to our baser
instincts, by advertising their item’s abil-
ity to bring us “alive with pleasure”
Despite all of his proclivities to do oth-
erwise, Rabbi Eliezer Ben Dordia forced
his blood to his head. He uplifted his
energies and his thoughts to his soul and
to heaven. Ben Dordia changed him-
self so fundamentally that he found eter-
nal victory in that one moment. (It was
at that moment that the Gemora first
refers to him as “Rabbi.”)

7. Devarim 12,23,

8. The Gemora itself describes the lower region,
flushed with the blood of our spirit, as being “alive,”
versus when distanced from that blood, it is called
dead. Perhaps this is a possible explanation of the
famous Talmudic dictum: “The Torah does not
remain within a person excepting he whe kills his
etzerm with it.” The “etzen,"the bone or the physical
component, must be mastered and the lifeblood of
our focus, our energies, directed to our thoughts and
soul allow the Torah to be indelibly implanted.

hanging ourselves

is the very basis of
Torah life. It is the
theme that opens Jewish
History.

THE MANDATE TO CHANGE
OURSELVES

hanging ourselves is the very
‘ basis of Torah life. It is the theme

that opens Jewish History. The
first communication that is described in
the Torah between Hashem and Avra-
hasm Avinu is a strange introduction for
a man who sacrificed his life in the ser-
vice of his Creator. “Lech Lecha®, after
all, is an eviction notice, “me’artzcha...”
from your country, your place of birth
and your father’s house.  Meforshim
question the order of the terms. If Avra-
ham would be forced to leave his coun-
try, he would, of course, be removed
from his parent’s home-—unless his
father had an awfully large house.
“Lech Lecha,” explains Rabbi S.R. Hirsch,
is the removal of a set of influences that
comprise our basic make up.

There are three major influences that
shape human behavior. Artzecha, your
country, describes the contemporary
societal influences that affect our stan-
dards and perceptions. Moladt'cha, lit-
erally, your birth place, describes where
we were at the time of our birth; in other
words, the biological factors that defin-
itively shape the dispositions with which
we are born, (Clearly, there are people
who are more likely to become angry
and others who are naturally disposed
to depression.) lLastly, there is beis
avicha, your father's home, perhaps the
most influential of the three. Our sense

9. Bereishis 12,1
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of ourselves is well shaped by the nur-
turing messages or the lack of them that
we received at the time of our youth.
The message of Lech Lecha to Avra-
ham Avinu is not one of leaving but of
arriving. It is the allowance of an
awareness that Avram may become
Avrahars; that he has the very basic abil-
ity to change himself into someone even

greater than he was. This contributes |

understanding to the literal translation
of “Lech lecha” to “Go to yourself”
Avraham Avinu is commanded to find
the gualities which Avram had never
been disposed to and which had never

been the lessons of his father’s home. In |

a word, Avram is commanded to
embark upon a personal journey to
become Avraham, to change himself in
a way that could only be possible by
reaching within to the force of his
unlimited neshama. If we were to
remain the sum total of “artzecha,
moladt’cha, ubeis avicha” what purpose
could be found in our creation?

With this mandate at the incipience
of our peoplehood, we are taught that
change is the reason for our existence.

We are required to know that we have |

the ability to transcend our natural
boundaries, to change ourselves by
becoming greater than the sum total of
our nature and our nurture.¢ The basic
concept of “free will” is predicated
upon the intrinsic ability that we are
given not to invariably respond as we
were “programmed.” In light of all of
the weighty elements or “baggage” that
we are given to carry, this obligation to
change is no easy task. Yet, our very suc-
cess in this world depends upon it.

COPING?—OR CHANGE!

chotherapy, change is not usually a |

In the arena of modern secular psy-

goal. Coping and personal accep-

10. Recent scientific evidence indicates that the brain
is capable of fundamental change throughout life,
Research on patients with obsessive-compudsive dis-
order has shown that there is an intrinsic chemicai
imbalance in the caudate nucleus of an o.c.d. patient.
After behavioral therapy, that imbalance disappears.
This is a fascinating indication that we are able to
change even the chemical components of our nature
(Drscover, p.36, June 1996).

B
Téme is a measure of

change. Before
creation, there was but
Hashem: Hashem
Yisborach does not
change. He was, is,
and always will be the
same. Man was
created fo change.
Therefore, time had to
be present to allow a
ohysical universe to
unfold and for man to
grow within ifs midst.

tance are more the standard of treat-
ment. This Is, of course, in concert with
the “inevitability” of our personhood
designed by the uncontrollable ele-
ments of nature and nurture. For us,
however, change is part and parcel of our
mandate. True, it is often effective to
understand the underlying elements or
situations that helped to forge the neg-
ative elements of our present. Every
good general seeks to understand the
enemy before confrenting it. But for us,
those qualities, however transferred, are
part of a Divine burden assigned to a
soul that is uniquely structured to
respond to that particular challenge.
Rooted within our belief system is the
unswerving faith that no problem is
placed within the script of our lives
without our first receiving the strength
to respond to it.

I have had the opportunity to coun-
sel many individuals who were predis-
posed to some very negative tendencies,
It is usually fairly simple to help people
recognize that their destructive ten-
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dencies were wrong and hurtful to
themselves and their families. Real tran-
sition, however, takes place when they
are able to perceive of those negative ten-
dencies asa nisayon, a personal chal-
lenge afforded them by their Creator.
Focusing on understanding the basis of
their perceptions, and searching for that
neshama strength to transcend the very
heavy challenge of their personality,
allows them to overcome themselves and
be someone greater than they were cre-
ated. In that sense, the Torah supplies
the most impressive and effective form
of therapy.

The Hebrew word for change,
“leshanos,” is the very same word for
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learning {i.e., in the word Mishna). That
mast important component of our
connection to the world of Torah has as
its root the ability to change ourselves,
Broken down even further, the word
“sheini” appears. “Sheini,” which means
“a second,” is the goal of change. Like
Avraham Avinu, we are given the capac-
ity to transform ourselves into a shein;,
another person. One step further in dis-
secting the word, supplies “shein” or
tooth. What better part of the human
body to illustrate the ability to change
than the tooth that chops and reshapes
the food to release its nourishrment? Per-
haps this is why we respond to the
rasha—the wicked son—at the Pesach
Seder with the harsh, “..and you shall
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blunt his teeth” because he has refused
to change himself into the image of his
Creator the purpose for which he was
created.

TIME AND THE ABILITY TO CHANGE

hanging ourselves is so basic to
Cour being that the unit measure
of our lives is described by the
word “shana” This word for a “year”
is, of course, the same as the Hebrew
word for “change” The first com-
mandment given to the Jewish People
in the Torah is the consecration of time
in the form of Kiddush Hachodesh, the
arrangement of the months of the
shana, A month, a chodesh, is derived
from the word “chadash,” or new.
Every quantum of time must be seen as
a new opportunity, not merely a stag-
nant continuation of the past. The con-
secration of time is the celebration of
our ability to make one moment dif-
ferent, unique from the other. In
numerous mitzvos, we are catled upon
to sanctify. “Kiddush” is the process of
changing something into something
somewhat greater than it was before.
The Abarbanel explains that the
Torah begins with this theme when
describing the dimension of time.
“Bereishis bara Elokim,” according to this
commentary, means: “In the beginning
Hashem created reishis.” “Reishis,” the
concept of time, was the first thing cre-
ated. In other words, before creation,
time, with its possibility of beginnings
and continuation, was unknown. Time
is a measure of change. Before creation,
there was but Hashenr, Hashem Yisho-
rach does not change. He was, is, and

P2
CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST

DR. BENZION
SOROTZKIN

NY. State Licensed

Adults and Adolescents

(718) 377-6408
(917) 219-3867

he message of lech

lecha to Avraham
Avinu is not one of
leaving but of arriving.
It is the allowance of
an awareness that
Avram may become
Avraham; that he has
the very basic ability fo
change himself info
someone even greater
than he was.

always will be the same. Man was cre-
ated to change. Therefore, time had to
be present to allow a physical universe
to unfold and for man to grow within
its midst.

GROWTH THROUGH TEFILLA

ow do we affect personal
Hchange? One of the great chas-

sadim that Hashem Yisborach
allows us in the arsenal of transforma-
tion is tefilla. The Pesukei D'zimra, for
example, belies this concept of self-alter-
ation. According to several commen-
tators, the language of “zimra” does not
refer to “lezamer,” to sing, but to the
infinitive “lizmor,” which means to
prune, as in the detaching of the outer
branches of a tree. The purpose of tree
pruning is the removal of the exterior
appendages that make the tree stagnate.
For the tree to positively change or grow,
those parts must be cut away. Even
though the parts that must be pruned
are intrinsic to the outer form of the tree,
they were placed there by the Divine
plan to guide the initial shape and struc-
ture of the young plant. Now they pro-
vide the challenge of being removed so
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that the tree will be able to grow and
reach great heights that it had never
known before.

There is one tefilla in the Pesukei IVz-
imra that particularly emphasizes the
importance of change based upon the
foundation of time. Baruch She'amar
is the opening bracha of the Pesukei
DYzimra. Tt extols the greatness of the
Creator of time and explains the chessed
of its creation. In the formulation of
“reishis” we find the power over the ele-
ments of our nature and nurture that
might otherwise restrict us.

The language of this tefilla contrasts
the world before and after the creation
of time. It begins: “Baruch she’amar ...
v’haya ha'olarm—Blessed is Hashem
who said and the world was” This
means Hashen's will is immediate,
without the passage of the smallest frac-
tion of a second necessary for His
thought to be translated into action.
This power becomes voluntarily mod-
erated after Hashem Yisborach creates
time: Baruch oseh bereishis. From that
point, creation is defined by cause and
effect: “Baruch omer v'oseh, Baruch
gozeir umekayeim. He says and then He
does; He decrees and then He fulfills that
which He has decreed” Further in
Baruch She’amar, we describe the rea-
son for change: “Baruch meracheim al
Ha'aretz..” Hashem created His dynam-
ic universe so that His children will
receive reward for their victory over
themselves. If we could not change, we
could not be redeemed.

“Baruch She’amar” is a powerful
introduction to the Pesukei D’zimra
because it defines for us the importance
of tefilla as a particular vehicle of
change. By invoking His name, we are
allowed to glimpse the reflection of His
image in ourselves, Although we are
time-restricted, we are allowed to attach
to the Eternal through our tefillos. We
must be willing to use this valuable
opportunity of life to change ourselves
as we prune away the crude outer
byproducts of our nature and our
nurture. All of this is made possible by
the Creator of time because of the love
that He maintains for those who call out
to Him.

THE LIFE OF BEN DORDIA..,
WITHOUT CHANGE

abbi Eliezer Ben Dordia’s use of
Réeﬁlla to change his life is sym-
olized by the placing of his head
between his knees, The Talmud is fasci-
nated by his story because the world of
the courtesan represents the allure of the
stagnant present. A relationship of mar-
riage and family is one of commitment,
responsibility, and growth. No other
human connection calls upon its par-
ticipants to continue to reshape them-
selves to the degree that is required in
kiddushin. The very success of marriage
is predicated upon our willingness to
change ourselves to the needs of some-
one else. (It is the unsuccessful marriage
partner whose central focus is on
changing the spouse.)

It requires change and self transfor-
mation to fit and be sensitive to tfie
needs of others. The connection to the
courtesan and her world is the opposite.
A courtesan is total fantasy. Ben Dor-
dia was able to live a life in which he was
reassured that he was wonderful just as
he was~—no commitment, no work, no
change. But the courtesan extracts a
heavy price. The fantasy of such a pre-
sent denies the glory of the future. There
is no lech lecha, no personal journey;
there is no change.

Rebbe, witnessing the transformation
of Rabbi Eliezer Ben Dordia and the
acceptance of his feshuva, began to cry:
“One may acquire his world in one
moment.” What infinite treasure lies
within each and every second of our
lives if we are given the capability of
transforming ourselves in any one
moment! “Imagine what we could make
of ourselves,” Rebbe thought, “if we truly
took advantage of all of the moments
of our lives, crafted by our Creator,
Ha'oseh Bereishis”

We are given unmovable mountains
in our path, yet we were also afforded the
love of our Father to accompany us every
moment of our lives, No matter how
caught we may feel by our limiting
nature and nurture, nothing can stand
in our way when we recognize that it is
for this very journey into ourselves that

we were placed within His dynamic uni-
verse. Qur lives depend upon our abil-
ity to know: from the very first breath
of life, we were created to change. W
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PosT-SIMCHAS TORAH REFLECTIONS Priuel Perrz

abbt Moshe Pindrus,

my Talmud Rebbi at

Yeshiva Ohr Somayach
in Jerusalem, often reminds us
that we are not “free agents,”
that contrary to our affection
for freedom as children of the
New Age, we are neither
unbound by communal oblig-
ations and norms nor aloof
from a sense of brotherhood
and shared purpose with our
fellow Jews. Individuality, he
teaches , is good and neces-
sary; the sense of self, like any
of G—d’s gifts, is ours to be
properly nurtured and ulti-
mately employed in the service
of Klal Israel. The New Age,
however, preaches individual-
ism, the centrality of self over
and beyond impositions of
obligation and collective pur-
pose, and this, Rav Pindrus
warns, is inimical to the fulfillment of
our Jewish lives,

When [ arrived last spring from
Boston, it was evident to me that indi-
vidualism had no place in either Eretz
Yisroel or yeshiva. There were simply too
many people. Yards swarmed with chil-
dren. Going shopping was like riding
bumper cars. The Ohr Somayach beis
midrash teemed with talmidim. The
lunch line was long, and in the cafete-
ria we ate shoulder to shoulder. People
even shared what had always been invi-
olate throughout my life as an only
child—my room.

I had been a happy free agent in
Boston. I rented a small, furnished room
on the attic floor of the Bostoner
Rebbe’s shul, where | wrote, and cher-
ished solitude. Besides occasional intru-
sions—errands to run for the Rebbe,
guests to show to their rooms, nine wait-
ing downstairs for a minyan—I was free
to work within my writer’s sanctum.
Though I viewed mitzvosas intrusions,
I called myself a Torah Jew. I escaped

Pnuel Perry, originally from Boston and presently
a student at Yeshiva Ohr Somayach in Jerusalem, has
contributed to Jewish periodicals in the Boston area.
This is his first appearance in these pages.

contradiction because in Boston Torah

Jews and opportunities to serve them
were few enough that 1 could fancy
“duty” as academic , and relegate the
centrality of G-d to a far corner of my
art, or even rationalize how service of
myself and of Him were one.

Here, however, that fancy was short-
lived, and I began sensing contradiction
catching up with me as I rushed to dis-
pense with intrusions and became
enraged at all the Jews in my way.

hen Succos came, | recalled

how the holiday had been in

Boston. I was privileged to
share the Rebbe’s sucea, which is his din-
ing room with the roof rolled back, and
all through the seven-day festival I and
some Chassidim slept there. One night,
Chol Hamoed, | was roused from sleep
by the first drops of a heavy rain crash-
ing upon the bamboo s’chach. Some-
one leaped up and pulled the chain that
returned the roof slowly along its track
until the stars and chill rain were sealed
out, and the Chassidim turned beneath
their moistened blankets and fell back
to sleep. 1 thought then, “How remark-
able those first drops sounded” They
were like a brush stroke on a giant brass

cymbal. I had never experienced rain
as though it were just being poured, and
fater realized that perhaps this was a les-
son of Succos: Jews in the Sinai experi-
enced G-d’s Providence as it was just
being poured.

This year in Jerusalem, however, as
the students of Ohr Somayach moved
from the crowded lunchroom into the
smaller, awkward succa, whatever lesson
lay in Succos appeared well hidden. One
afternoon, Chol Hamoed, 1 was softly
pummeled on all sides by shoulders,
elbows, knees, feet, backs, and backs of
heads as I ate lunch. A hot sense of
injustice rose within me, but Lhalted it.
I glanced around me at the talmidin.
Some I had never bothered meeting in
the six months since my arrival. Of
many whom I knew, T had formed unfa-
vorable opinions. It seemed odd being
a stranger within the enchanting thin
walls and palm-leaf s'chach of the
suced, not to be smiling amidst the beau-
ty of surrender to G-d’s Providence
inherent in the act of leaving the home
for this open, less optimal, less secure
one. Slowly, the closeness began to feel
natural, and T ate peacefully, swaying
with the throng.
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ate that week, on the eve of Sim-
Lchas Torah, the Ohr Somayach beis

midrash was transformed. The
seventy-odd desks and most of the chairs
that fan the length of the long, high-
ceilinged hall had either been removed
or pushed against the walls. Only the
large wooden bima stood in its place at
the center of the black and white-pat-
terned stone floor, and for hours that
night we would dance around it with the
Torah scrolls in our arms.

With dusk, Succos would pass, and
though after seven days of eating and
sleeping beneath the sky we would now
reclaim our dormitories, a part of the
succa would rermnain with us as we
entered the eighth and final festival day.
Perhaps this internal change was the
most palpable in the cleared beis
midrash. The closeness of the succa had
redefined that spacious room. When
night thickened and the evening service
began, we had ceased as separate beings,
dotted throughout the room, each
addressing (G-d from his accustomed
place behind his assigned desk and his
private books. We prayed as one body,
and the air above our whispering voic-
es seemed electric with the impenetra-

ble bond of brothers.
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“Remember!” Rav Pindrus shouted,
slamming his large hand upon the
bima. “We don't want any wallflowers
tonight! Dance until we have to wipe
you off the floor!”

Hushed in prayer minutes earlier, the
beis midrash then exploded with song,
and the first hakafa, the first of the seven
circuits around the bimawith the Torah
scrolls began. “Ki mi Tzion tetze Sorah,
udvar Hashem mirushalayim!” “for from
Tzion comes Torah!” we sang at the tops
of our lungs, “...and the word of Hashem
from Jerusalem!” Qur joy was sponta-
neous. We danced in an enormous cir-
cle, shoulder to shoulder with our
hands tightly clasped, stepping in
towards the bima and swaying back,
stepping in and swaying back. Though
quickly winded, we sang louder, longer,
and richer.

hat is this joy? I wondered,
me throat filling with emo-
tion. Where is it coming

from? I clenched the hands at my sides
tighter and looked at the faces across the
moving circle. I loved every one of
them. I saw the personalities that had
expressed themselves over the past
months i the long, arduous hours of
Talmud study, and each was woven,
together with my own, in a fabric of
common origin, purpose, and destiny.
Differences were irrelevant, past rival-
ries a twinge of shame in my chest. We
were involved with something much
greater than ourselves, G-d’s Torah was
the center of our lives, and bidden by its
eternal truth to internalize eternal truth,
we danced and sang as if from heaven

heavenward.

In the midst of rejoicing, and hours
later as I collapsed upon my bed, and
even through the following blessed
months of crowded buses, supermarkets,
and lunchrooms, I understood what peo-
ple mean when they say that your clos-
est friendships are formed during your
yeshiva years, and that those with whom
you have learned are those about whom
you will always want to know after many
years pass. My fellow talmidim and 1 at
Ohr Somayach are sharing much more
than an academic experience. Far from
being free agents, we are each other’s rite
of passage into Jewish manhood of com-
passion, caring, tolerance, and selfless-
ness, vessels not only through which
Torah is received, but through which.
wives are loved, children born, and Torah
transmitted. =
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Sholom Scheinberg

WHOLE TRUTH

and the

FRAGMENTED

TWO TYPES OF EMES?

an the theories of a Nobel Prize
‘ winning physicist that revolu-
tionized our understanding of
the physical world be referred to as emes?
Would it make any difference if the
physicist in question was an active,
instrumental and prominent support-
er of the Third Reich? The Nobel Prize
winning physicist was Werner Heisen-
berg, who formulated the Heisenberg
Uncertainty Principle, and who was one
of the fathers of quantum mechanics.
Answering these questions necessi-
tates an exploration of the concepts of
the whole truth and the fragmentary
truth-—the whole emes and the frag-
mentary esmes.
Well-known is the
Midrash:

When Hashem sought to create
Man, He consulted with His minis-
tering angels. Emes said: “Al yivra
shekulo shekarim-—Let Man not be cre-
ated, for he is compromised completely
of lies”

What did Hashem do? He took
emes and cast it down to earth, where
it shattered into thousands of frag-

following

Sholomm Scheinberg is an attorney residing in Bal-
timore, Maryland. A talmid of Yeshivas Netzach Yis-
roel, he is an administrative law judge for the state
of Maryland. He was represented in these pages by
“Hellenism, Narcissism, Mesirus Nefesh and Pirsurmei
Nesa” (Dec95).

TRUTH

ments. When the frightened angels
cried out, “Why did You ill-treat Your
most valuable jewel?” Hashem molli-
fied them by assuring them that “Emes
md’eretz titzmach--Truth will spring
forth from the earth” (Tehillim,

85,12). All the fragments of emes will

be gathered by the people, and in the

Messianic future will unite and will

make emes whole again:.

Several questions immediately pre-
sent themselves: What sort of “ermes” is
this, that can shatter into thousands of
fragments? Chazal teach us that
Hashem’s seal is emes. Is it possible to
speak of Hashent's seal shattering into
thousands of fragments? Moreover, if
emes was, in fact, so fragmented, how
can it be made whole again? Why was
emes cast down to earth (and not sim-
ply overruled or shunted aside)? And
finally, what sort of ernesis this that can
argue “Al yivea™?

This Midrash is at once intriguing
and perplexing—and these qualities are
accentuated by the following interpre-
tation by the Rebbe Reb Mendel of
Kotzk:

“Why did Hashem cast emes, in pat-
ticular—His seal--down to earth?
[After all, shalom also stated ‘Let Man
not be created.’] Is it plausible? The
emes of ‘Let Man not be created’—of
hindrance, of obstructionism—is not
emesh"

According to this interpretation,
there would appear to be two “Truths,”
two types of emes—the authentic one,
which is Hasherm's seal, and the other,
fragmentary emes!

What is the meaning of this?

How can there be two types of emes?

The Maharal teaches:

The course of the entire world is...
in the Torah, for the Torah is simply
the blueprint of the universe, in
total,...

The concept is alluded to in the
Midrash, which states that “He looked
into the Torah and created His
world”—meaning that the Torah in its
essence is the order of all existence.
Therefore, when Hashem Yishorach
wished to create and organize His
world, He scrutinized the Torah, the
Master Plan, and forged His creation.

Now, because the Torah defines the
structure of the universe, and all
things structured form a single unified
whole—just as the Torah is a unified
structure, for the Torah is one—
therefore, our Sages said : “The world
was created with ten utterances..”
(Aves5,1).

... The meaning is as follows: The
number ten denotes a thing that has
multiplicity, but which forms an inte-
grated whole. This is a characteristic
peculiar to ten, for through nine, the
numbers are discrete entities, each
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individual to itself. But ten is an
inclusive number, where the whole is
a single, integrated entity.... [The
usage of ten utterances specifically]
brings out the point that the universe
is integrated into a single entity—{an
integration] that resulted from the fact
that the blueprint of the universe is the
Torah, which is itself a unified struc-
ture, for the Torah is one. Creating
diverse elements with a single utter-
ance would have been a case of “My
words are like fire, says Hashem; like
a hammer striking a rock” (Yirmiyahu
23,29).—“Just as flint shatters into
many spatks, so does the word of
Hashem divide itself into many
aspects.” [See Shabbos 88h, Rashi.] This
is the only process by way of which a
single utterance could have been used
to create a world consisting of discrete
elements~and this would have result-
ed in a disjointed world, each element
to itself.s

EMES AS AN INTEGRATED WHOLE

he authentic, true, whole emes s

I that the universe is an integrat-

ed whole. This is the emes that is
Hashent's seal. The fragmentary emes—
the emes that was cast down to the
earth—the “other” emnes, as it were—rep-
resents our understanding, our percep-
tion of the universe. Our perception of
the universe is fragmentary, incomplete.
We lack the ability to see the underly-
ing integration, harmony and
shleimus—unity—of Creation. To us the
world appears to be fragmentary, dis-
sonant, disparate. The problem lies not
with Hashent's Creation—which is per-
fect—but rather with our perception of
it. Moreover, our fragmentary percep-
tion of the world appears, from this
Midrash, to be not only built into the
essence of our being, but to be woven
into the very fabric of the universe—
since it preceded even the creation of
Man!

Note the chronology: First, Hashem
shattered the angel of emes, thus “cre-
ating,” as it were, our fragmentary per-
ception of the world, and only then did
Hashem create Man!
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s it possible to speak

of Hashem's seal
shattering info
thousands of fragments?e
Moreover, if emes was,
in fact, so fragmented,
how can it be made
whole again? Why
was emes cast down 1o
earth [and not simply
overruled or shunted
aside)2 And finally,
what sort of emes is this
that can argue al yivia®

Emes was cast down to the earth
because the earth is the domain and habit-
tat of man. It is our limited, constricted,
earth-bound, human condition that
prevents us from seeing the fundamen-
tal shileimus of Creation, It is only when
Moshiach arrives, according to this
Midrash, that the angel of emes will be
made whole; only then that Hashem will
open our eyes and grant us the wisdom
and insight to be able to perceive the true,
underiying shleimus of Creation.
Hasher’s seal is emnes and all of Creation
is stamped with it. It is we who lack the
ability to perceive the shleimus of Cre-
ation. To us, Creation appears to be frag-
mentary, and this arguably is what the
Midrash intends to symbolize by the use
of the metaphor of the fragmentary emes.

OUR LIMITED VIEW OF THE UNIVERSE
ur understanding of the physi-
O cal universe is fragmentary in at
least two fundamental ways: We
cannot know with certainty both the

velocity and the position of a particle,
and we do not have a theory that can
describe all known natural phenomena.

In the words of a preeminent physi-
cist, Stephen W. Hawking:

It turns out to be very difficult to
devise a theory to describe the universe
all in one go. Instead, we break the
problem up into bits and invent a
number of partial theories. Each of
these partial theories describes and
predicts a certain limited dass of
observations, neglecting the effects of »
other quantities, or representing them
by simple sets of numbers, It may be
that this approach is completely
wrong. If everything in the universe
depends on everything else in a fun-
damental way, it might be impossible
to get close to a full solution by inves-
tigating parts of the problem in iso-
lation. Nevertheless, it is certainly the
way we have made progress in the
past....

Today, scientists describe the uni-
verse in terms of two basic partial the-
ories—the general theory of relativi-
ty and quantum mechanics. They are
great intellectual achievements of the
first half of this century. The general
theory of relativity describes the force
of gravity and the large-scale structure
of the universe; that is, the structure
on scales from only a few miles to as
large as a million million million mil-
lion (1 with twenty-four zeros after it}
miles, the size of the observable uni-
verse. Quantum mechanics, on the
other hand, deals with phenomena on
extremely small scales, such as a mil-
lionth of a millionth of an inch. Unfor-
tunately, however, these two theories
are known to be inconsistent with each
other—they cannot both be correct....s
In 1926, a German scientist, Werner

Heisenberg, formulated his famous
uncertainty principle, which has been
explained in layman’s terms by Hawking:

“.. The more accurately you try to
measure the position of [a]... particle,
the less accurately you can measure its
speed, and vice-versa. Heisenberg
showed that the uncertainty in the
position of the particle times the
uncertainty in its velocity times the
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mass of the particle can never be small-
er than a certain quantity, which is
Iarown as Planck’s constant. Moreover,
this limit does not depend on the way
in which one tries to measure the posi-
tion or velocity of the particle, or on
the type of particle: Heisenberg’s
uncertainty principle is a fundamen-
tal, inescapable property of the world.

The uncertainty principle had pro-
found implications for the way in
which we view the world. Even after
more than fifty years, they have not
been fully appreciated by many
philosophers, and are still the subject
of much controversy...: one certainly
cannot predict future events exactly if
one cannot even measure the present
state of the universe precisely!

We could still imagine that thereis |

a set of laws that determines events
completely for some supernatural
being, who could observe the present
state of the universe without disturb-
ing it. However, such models of the
universe are not of much interest to us
ordinary mortals... Heisenberg... [and
others] in the 1920s reformulate{d]
mechanics into a new theory called
quantum mechanics, based on the
uncertainty principle. In this theory
particles no longer had separate, well-
defined positions and velocities that
could be observed. Instead, they had
a quantum state, which was a combi-
nation of position and velocity.

In general, gquantum mechanics do
not predict a single, definite result for
an observation. Instead, it predicts a
number of different possible outcomes
and tell us how likely each of these is....s
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The most salient point about the
uncertainty principle, for the purposes
of this article, is not that it means that
our knowledge of the universe is, at pre-
sent, fragmentary—but that it means
that our knowledge of universe will, of
necessity, always be fragmentary—we
will never be able to know both the posi-
tion and the velocity of particles at the
saimne time.

OUR FRAGMENTARY PERCEPTION
OF REALITY

ur perception of life, of history,
O of the world is also fragmentary,

dissonant. We cannot, for
example, understand why the righteous
appear to suffer and the wicked appear
to prosper. This, too, is not due to any
underlying lack of integration, harmo-
ny and wholeness in the world; it is due
to our fragmentary, limited perception
of reality—-to our inability to see the “Big
Picture” This is illustrated by the
famous mashal {parable) of the Chofetz
Chaim:

A person enters a shul he has never
visited before. He begins to question
why this person receives Shlishi, and
that person receives no Torah honor at
all. It seems unfair. The shammes
explains: “You are new to this shul. Stay
here for a while, and you will see that
it will all make sense to you.”

It is the same with us, explains the
Chofetz Chaim. We base our questions
regarding Theodicy upon our percep-
tions of an infinitesimal time-span,
Were we to see the big picture, the full
lifespans of the individuals we are com-
paring, as well as those of their
gilgulim, there would be no questions.
The angel of emes said: “Let man not

be created!” He was a nay-saver. A nay-
sayer is a pessimist. What, fundamen-
tally, is a pessimist? A pessimist is
arguably someone who fails to see the
“big picture” He sees only fragments.
The angel of emes was the paradigm of
the fragmentary thinker. His pes-
simism—Al yivra---was the product of
fragmentary thinking. He saw only one
limited aspect of man. Man is not truly
kule shekarith—compromised exclu-

sively of lies. Man is an extremely com-
plex being, containing many oppo-
sites, including emes and sheker.

What, fundamentally, is the difference
between the obstructionist and the
builder, between the nay-sayer and the
doer, between the pessimist and the opti-
mist? Perhaps, it is this: the obstruc-
tionist, the nay-sayer, the pessimist sees
only the small picture—the fragmentary
emes. The builder, the doer, the optimist,

Anoy—soyer is a
pessimist. VWhat,

fundamentally, is o
pessimiste A pessimist is
arguably someone who
fails to see the "big
picture.” He sees only
fragments.

sees the big picture—the whole emes.
The “emes” of Al yivra—let it not be cre-
ated—is the fragmentary emes—the
whole entesis a always the emes of Yivra.

THE ENTIRE SCENE—THROUGH A
TORAH PERSPECTIVE

abbi Elchonon Wasserman 7™
Rcompared dealing with the Holo-

caust in the context of a com-
prehensive Divine plan to viewing frag-
ments of the whole, entire process that
results in bread being baked. The unini-
tiated observer questions the purpose of
each stage in the process—it seems to
him to be counter-productive, even
destructive: plowing, furrowing, sowing,
reaping, winnowing, threshing, grind-
ing, and finally thrusting the loaves into
the oven. Each step appears to be
ruinous. Only when the end-prod-
uct—the bread—is completed, does
the observer understand that even the
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seemingly “destructive” aspects of the
process were ultimately productive and
beneficial. The person who perceives the
“whole truth”—the big picture-—can
perceive redemption even in the midst
of Churban.

A well-known incident involving the
Ponovezher Rav, Rabbi Yoseif Kahanemen,
also tllustrates this point. The Yishuv was
seized by panic and terror: Rommel’s
arnties had swept across North Africa, and
had reached the very threshold of Eretz Yis-
roel. Rabbi Kahanemen at that very
moment considered, and purchased the hill
in Bnei Brak upon which the Ponovezher
Yeshiva was built.

How are we to explain this? Rabbi
Kahanemen saw the whole emes—that
Torah is eternal, that Am Yisroel is eter-
nal—that Torah had to be firmly estab-
lished in Eretz Yisroel—and that it is our
enemies who are fleeting phenomena.
The Ponovezher Rav found the strength
to build because his vision was broad
enough to take in the big picture. The
greatness of a Torah leader refers not just
to his stature—but to the breadth of his
vision. His gadlus is manifested in his
ability to see the big picture, and his abil-
ity to see the big picture determines his
status as a gadol.

This is illustrated poignantly and
forcefully in Rabbi Akivas classic
mashal:

Our Rabbis taught: Once the wicked
government decreed that [sraelites
should not eccupy themselves with the
Torah. Pappos ben Judah came and
found that Rabbi Akiva called public
assemblies and occupied himself with
the Torah. He said to him: “Akiba, are
you not afraid of the government?”

He said to him: “T will give you a
parable, To what can this be compared?
To a fox that was once walking by the
river-side, and he saw fish that were
darting from one place to another. He
said to them: ‘From what are you flee-
ing?’ They said to hin: ‘From the nets
that the sons of man cast upon us.” He
said to them: “If you so wish, come up
to the dry land and let us, 1 and you,
live together, as once my ancestors lived
with your ancestors.” They said to him:

‘Are you the one who is said to be the
cleverest among animals? You are not
clever, but a fool! If in a place of life for
us we are afraid, how much more so in
a place deadly to us!’

“So we, too. If this is so now, when
we sit and occupy ourselves with the
Torah, of which it is written, For that
is thy life and thelengths of thy days,’
how much more so if we go and neglect
it!”

It is said that not many days passed
and Rabbi Akiva was seized and put
into jail. So was Pappos ben Judah
seized and jailed next to him. He said
to hin: “Pappos, who brought you
here?”

He said to him: “How fortunate are
you, Rabbi Akiva, that you were seized
for words of the Torah. Woe unto Pap-
pos, who has been seized for idle talk”
{Berachos 61b).

The Papposes of the world see only
the fisherman’s nets, It is the Rabbi Aki-
vas who know that fishermen come and
go, but the river—the Torah—{flows on
forever, and that the Torah must be stud-
ied and taught without interruption, no
matter what the short-term conse-
quences of doing so may be.

A STUDY IN CONTRAST

us to be fragmentary. Even we, with

our limited abilities {assuming that
we are not biased), can perceive the
underlying shleimus of Torah. Perhaps
this is alluded to in the teaching of Chaz-
al that: Ein emes ella Torah. The Torah
is compared to water. Just as one must
immerse his whole body into a mikveh
for the tevilla to be valid, so too must
one immerse his entire self—his whole
being—into the Torah for it to have the
desired effect, Only then will one merit
to perceive the whole, integrated truth
that is Torah. Only then will he merit to
perceive the shleimus—the whole
emes—that is Torah.

Intriguingly and ironically, Werner
Heisenberg personally illustrated, per-
haps better than any one in the Twen-
tieth Century, the perils of a fragmen-

It is only “non-Torah” that appears to

tary perception of reality. Few-—very,
very few-—were able to perceive the truth
of the natural world as clearly and as
deeply as Werner Heisenberg. Yet, he
actively championed the cause of the
Third Reich, and headed the main
research effort on uranium for Nazi Ger-
many.s

Let us return to Rabbi Akiva’s para-
ble of the fish. Woe to the Werner
Heisenbergs of the world—the foxes—
who live on the eretz—the land—the
eretz to which Hashem tossed the angel
of emes and upon which it fragmented!
Land is comprised of particles that sep-
arate to the touch~—representing frag-
mented truth. Qur element—the ele-
ment of Brei Yisroel—is and has always
been the water——Torah—the whole
Truth—the Truth which cannot be
fragmented, just as water cannot be frag-
mented by the human hand.

“Are you the fox, who is called the
cleverest among animals?” asked the fish
in this parable. “You are not clever, but
a fooll”

Werner Heisenberg, who did so
much to advance the cause of Nazism,
the cancer of the Twentieth Century,
died of cancer in 1976. |
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A Letter From the Editor

The September '88 issue of
The Jewish Observer
featured a short article, “A
Walk on a Hot Summer’s
Night,” which was a tribute
to Eliezer Schlesinger 11, a
young yeshiva student who
was murdered in an act of
terror by an Arab girl.

The incident as initially
reported in the media,
misrepresented the motives
behind the shooting, as is
detailed in the letter that
follows, which was written
as a private communication
to the editorial department
of The New York Times in
mid-August. As of this
writing, we have received no

response from them.
Editorial Department
The New York Times
229 West 43rd Street
New York, NY 10036
Dear Sir~:

I am writing to you about a news
story from June 1988 that never was
completed. In a tragic incident report-
ed in The New York Times, a young yeshi-
va student—Eliezer Schiesinger, by
name-~took a late night stroll near a
Jerusalem park on a Wednesday in early
June, and was gunned down by a dis-
traught Arab girl. The Times story on
Friday morning, June 3, (enclosed) had

* name deleted

it that the young fellow and a compan-
ion had stopped to chat with the girl, a
prostitute, apparently attempting to
proposition her. She seemed to have
taken offense, so she pumped a few bul-
lets in the head and back of one of them
while the other fled. So went the story
as filed by Joel Brinkley.

Dismayed and intrigued, I followed
the story closely. The circumstances of
Eliezer’s death were rather unclear,
until about 9:00 a.m. the next morning.
By that time, Israeli radio had the facts
straight. The gir] had called out to the
boys with an unclear message. One hes-
itated for a moment, to see if she need-
ed help. Schlesinger did not respond to
her, but kept on his way, and was gunned
down. He was killed preserving his full
innocence. The media at large recog-
nized this and reported it as such in sub-
sequent bulletins.

I called the then-head of the
Jerusalem Bureau of The Times, Joel
Brinkley, and asked him if he was
aware of the new developments. He was.
Would he report this in an imminent
story, so as to redress the implied
shame to this young man’s memory
resulting from the first story, and thus
relieve his grieving family of this extra
measure of gratuitous pain?

Not just vet, Brinkley replied. It was
“an incremental story,” and would not
merit publication on an installment
basis. Filing would wait until the story
reaches conclusion.

‘When would that be?

“Upon sentencing. You know,” he
added, “similar to the case of the alleged
bulldozing of the Palestinian villagers by
Israeli soldiers. When they are convicted
of murder, or what-have-you, that inci-
dent will have reached its conclusion and
will be duly filed. The same thing here.”

nletion

I have not followed the latter story,
but I do know what happened in the
case of the murder of Eliezer
Schlesinger. The story did emerge, albeit
incrementally, It seems that the girl who
pulled the trigger was on a self-appoint-
ed mission to prove to her family that,
even though she had a Jewish boy friend,
she was loyal to the Arab cause. The
means for demonstrating this was by
shooting an Israeli. Any Israeli, And that
turned out to be Eliezer Schlesinger.

Was this published in The Times?
Apparently there were more incre-
ments vet to surface in the story of the
murder of Eliezer Schlesinger.

She was convicted, and sentenced to
20 years in prison. But no mention of
this in The Times.

And now, in early August 1996, she
was set free in a prisoner exchange, as
part of the “peace process.”

Is there anything else still lacking to
bring this ongoing saga to completion,
before the aspersions cast on the mem-
ory of a martyred yeshiva boy in The
New York Times can finally be correct-
ed in the pages of this same paper?

Iam waiting. Until that happens, my
regard for the world’s newspaper of
record suffers progressive diminution.
Incrementally.

I look forward to hearing from you
on this.
Respectfully yours,

T oh

Rabbi Nisson Wolpin, Editor
The Jewish Observer
NW/rb

PS. Enclosed please find a copy of a
short tribute to Eliezer Schlesinger that
was featured in September *88 issue of
The Jewish Observer.

42

The Jewish Observer, October 1996






BOOKS

m "

Sources For Women’s
Exemption From Mitzvos

f the three parts of Rabbi Yis-
O rael ben Reuver’s Male and

Female He Created Them, A
Guide to Classical Torah Commentary
on the Roles and Natures of Men and
Women (Targum Press 1996), one is
interesting, another enlightening, and
the third is profoundly disturbing or
disturbingly profound, depending on
one’s point of view,

The book’s opening section quotes at
length from Chazal and Meforshim to
demonstrate the Torah’s emphasis on
men and women having full equality of
worth while at the same time assigning
them distinctly different spiritual roles.
The author then explains what these dif-
ferent roles are, but he himself notes, “as
these journeys are often of a very per-
sonal nature, one cannot write the
magic words that make everything
understandable to everyone” Readers
without a solid Torah hashkafa may react
negatively to some of his points, and
even Torah audiences may question
Rabbi Miller, author of Search of the Jewish Woman,

among other works, serves as Rav of Congregation
Poale Zedeck in Pittsburgh.

whether his use of Avraham’s servant as
a role model for a Jewish wife {p.36) is
the best choice; but for a ben Torah seek-
ing insight, there is much to gain.

Chapters 5-9 explore women’s
exemption from the Torah’s time-bound
positive mitzvos. In what may be the
most extensive such study ever pub-
lished in English, the author notes the
basis of the exemption as found in the
Talmud, and then “practical and phito-
sophical reasons” given by Rishonim and
Acharonim (earlier—e.g. 11th-15th
Century—and later commentaries)
including  Abudraham,  Malmid
HaTalmidim, Maharal, B’nei Yissachar,
Rabbi S.R. Hirsch, Rabbi Moshe Fein-
stein, and many others. He also cites
Sefer Hachinuch and Kesav Sofer as to the
limited utility of offering reasons for
Divine Commandments, and that
human explanations are “only to give
some sense of it” and “to give some logic
to the matter” (p.70).

Anyone who studies or teaches this
specific subject owes the author a debt
of gratitude. It would be useful to pub-
lish these fine chapters as a separate text,
after some minor editing to delete
paragraphs which more properly pertain
to other chapters in the book.

The Third—And Flawed—Section

CC he book’s third and final sec-
I tion is also its Jargest: “..a

common  but invalid

response to questions on the exemption
{from certain commandments) has
been to say that women are exempt
while men are obligated because in actu-
ality women are higher spiritually than

Rai Yisroel lle

are men and not in need of the com-
mandments” (p.131}.... “A number of
recent books in English propose this idea
of women’s spiritual superiority over
men, and reportedly, the idea is taught
as well in numerous schools for women.
The reader should note that none of the
books in question offer a classical
source for the idea, and none of the sev-
eral teachers of the idea have been able
to supply a source when interviewed by
this author..” (p.132). The author
then devotes ninety pages to prove that
this idea is completely false.

One can only applaud 2 zealous
defense of the Torah against falsehood
(although the extent of the problem,
particularly in more traditional circles,
may be less than the author indicates),
and it is true that theories of women’s
spiritual superiority find little support
in classic Torah sources. But in making
his point, the author could have tried to
deliver either of two messages:

Either: 1) “The Jewish soul is char-
acterized by infinitudes of attributes.
It is a serious mistake to come along
and profess generalities about the
Torah view on men and women. Men
are this; women are that. It is not so
simple.... Mind you, women should not
be told that men are better as this is not
the case either. Rather, each gender has
its strengths and its occasions to
shine.... It is more complex and bal-
anced picture than the idea that one is
categorically better....

“A single positive attribute should not
be seen as the sole component of spir-
ituality.... The divine plan has devised
it so that each gender has strengths
which it shares with the other.... What
would be the means of competition
between a singer and a computer pro-
grammer? Men and women are differ-
ent from one another and by virtue of
those differences have the potential for
greater such accomplishment.”

Or: 2) “..it should not be surprising
to find an abundance of classical sources
which not only rebut the teachings of
higher spirituality in women but explic-
itly state its converse.”

The first message appears to have
been the author’s primary intent, proof
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being that this reviewer created Para-
graph 1 entirely out of excerpts from the
book (pp. 22, 199, 137, 103 and 34).
Unfortunately, it is the second message,
found on p. 135, which the author choos-
es to hammer home, again and again.

It is not only that Rabbi ben Reuven
must disprove assertions that women
might be spiritually superior to men, but
even the idea that women possess cer-
tain spiritual strengths (which he him-
self mentioned) appears to be too dan-
gerous for him to abide. Thus:

~ On Rashi’s commentary that Sarah
was superior to Avraham in prophecy; it
is not enough for the author to point out
the obvious that Sarah’s superiority is no
proof for all women; but he must also tell
us that prophecy and spiritual achieve-
ment are not directly correlated, that
Sarah’s spiritual development does not
reveal anything about her proclivities, that
her superiority was only in ruach
hakodesh but not true prophecy, and any
superiority she possessed was in any case
only temporary.

— I noting that men worshipped the
Golden Calf while women remained loyal
to Hashern, it is not enough to argue that
loyalty is not the sole component of spir-
ttuality; he must also tell us that the sin
of the Calf resulted from the men’s high
spiritual level, while women did not sin
because of their lower spiritual state!

— On “the merit of the righteous
women, Israel was redeemed from
Egypt)” the author not only argues that
making “philosophical generalizations
about men and women” from “some
spectfic acts by women in a special cir-
cumstance thousands of vears ago” is a
“peculiar rationale”; but he must take
pains to list every other merit for
redemption listed in the Midrashim in
order to downgrade the importance of
this “single statement which conflicts
with numerous other statements.”

— In citing the Midrash that a pious
wife turned her wicked husband to
good, but a wicked wife turned her hus-
band to bad, because “all is from the
woman,” this straightforward statement
that wives tend to influence husbands
more than husbands influence wives has
many echoes in Tanach and Chazal, and

the powerful influence of friends and fam-
ily in general is a Torah principle uni-
versally recognized—except in this book!
The mystified author asks: “But what does
it mean? It cannot mean thata wife deter-
mines whether her husband is evil or
pious.... Righteousness is in the hands
of the individual.... The Talmud tells us
likewise of many cases of people who were
immersed in impure surroundings but lis-
tented to their inner callings and strove for
contact with the Almighty” (pp. 181-183).

Selective Quoting

extensively from Rav Hirsch, but

appears not to have read Rav Hirsch’s

comment on “all is from the woman,” or
the righteous women of the Exodus:

“Everything good comes to the hus-

band from his wife. This inciudes his

piety and his moral character (Rav

Hirsch then gquotes the Midrash)....

Even Avraham was glorified by Sarah,

not vice-versa.... On Ben Peleth was

saved by the sensible exhortations of
his wife, while Korach's death was due
solely to his wife’s inordinate ambition.

Similarly, it was not a father but a

mother who entered the annals of glo-

rious martyrdom with her seven sons.

Again and again, our Sages point to the

Nashim Tzidkonios who sustained

their menfolk in Egypt, who did not

allow themselves to be swept along
when their menfolk turned away from

G-d to worship the Golden Calf, who

from time immemorial have acted as

the nurturers and rescuers of the

Jewish spirit and who therefore were

given greater promise of salvation

from G-d than the men” (Collected

Writings, Vol VIII p 131).

There is no need here to cite numer-
ous statements in Chazal and Meforshim
to prove that, in general, women do have
certain spiritual strengths. If, as Mahar-
alwrites, women have sechel elyoni while
men possess sechel hanivdal, must the
word superiority enter the discussion?

Rabbi Ben Reuven writes that “the
most important accomplishment of this
book will be to have presented a breadth
of material from which a person can

It is odd that the author quotes so
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come to more informed understandings
on these subjects” (p. 218). He has
achieved this goal. We look forward to a
text or sourcebook based on chapters 5-
9, and other writings using his material,
to travel pathways he has touched upon,
but not yet explored. |
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AUTHOR’S CLARIFICATION:
IS EVIL “AT WAR” WITH HASHEM?

“Drr. Isaac Breuer >y History and Des-
tiny” (JO, Tune’96, p.41) included the fol-
lowing quote from Dr. Breuer’s Moriah
{p.227) concerning Nazism: “Nazism
knows no ethics, no justice, no morality. It
is National Soctalism-~social justice based
solely on nationalistic considerations and
race. It is the ultimate brazenness and vio-
lence of autonomy and nationalism against
the basic ideal of “Tzelem Elokim. It is no
less than war of the Sitra Achra against
Hashem.”

A reader called to remonstrate that this
statement is reminiscent of Christian the-
ology. After all, the Gemora in Bava Basra
16a notes that the Sattan may intend to gen-
erate evil for the sake of Heaven. Judaism
generally regards the Sattan as an agent of
Hashern, as an essential component of the
Creation, one that ensures free will, and

ORTHODOX JEWRY DISMAYED
BY ISRAEL'S COURTS BOWING
TO RADICAL ANTI-RELIGIONISTS.

Orthodox Jews the world-over are dismayed
by how the current Israeli Court of Higher Jus-
tice has exhibited extraordinary deference to the
radical agenda of anti-Orthodox provocateurs,
according to a statement released by Rabbi Moshe
Sherer, president of Agudath Israel of America
and chairman of the Agudath Israel World Orga-
nization. The veteran Orthodox Jewish leader
was reacting fo recent decisions by Israel’s Court
of Higher Justice: to override the Israeli Trans-
port Ministry’s order to close part of Jerusalem’s
Bar Jlan Street, during Shabbos prayer times, and
to keep in jail for four weeks without bail a 14-
year-old Orthodox boy with no previous police
record for allegedly throwing a stone at a car on
Shabbos.

Rabbi Sherer called upon the Israeli courts
to display sensitivity to the religious sensibilities
of observant Jews and not adopt the political
agenda of extremist anti-religionist. He also
called upon Prime Minister Netanyahu to take
whatever firm action necessary to implement his
pledge to secure the Jewish character of the Jew-
ish State,

The following is the statement released by
Rabbi Sherer:

t this crucial moment in our nation’s
Ahistory, when the well-being of Am Yis-
roel in Eretz Yisroel is on every Jewish
mind and in every Jew’s prayers, it is intense-
ly troubling to witness the provocations of a

FFRTTTEd 4072 84 Willam StreetyNYC 10036 (5
1050 § 8§ L L858 €L The National Headguarters of Aguoath /srae/ ofAmenca

¢ affords room for reward and punishment.

Christianity, lehavdil, regards Sartan as a
“fallen angel,” as an adversary that battles
against G-d. (The Ramchal and many other
Ba'alei Machshava explain Jewish aproach
to these ideas at great length.)

While it is true that the possibilities of
evil, sin, and their rectification are all essen-
tial for Avodas Hashem {Chazal tell us in
Berachos 54a to serve G-d with both our
yetzarim), the very bechira they insure has
led matters to get out of hand. Certain
forces of evil are literally at war with
Hashem.“The Hand is on G-d’s Throne. G-
d shall be at war with Amalek for all gen-
erations” (Shemos 17,16). Rabbi Aryeh
Kaplan 5"t (Inner Space p.89) traces this
war back to the nachash (the primeval ser-
pent, who exceeded his original mandate
to tempt Adam HaRishon, and links it to
the builders of the Tower of Babel, who
attempted to do battle with G-d: ¥In all
these cases, the very independence and free

small extremist element of Israel’s non-obser-
vant Jewish populace—and the callous attitude
the State’s courts have recently displayed
toward the sensitivities of Israel’s religious pop-
ulace.

Curtailing traffic one day each week on
Rechov Bar Ilan, a road that bisects a devout-
ly observant neighborhood, is not--as the
rabidly anti-religious Meretz group con-
tends—part of some coercive plot on the part
of Israef’s religious community. Rather, as many
thoughtful Israelis from all camps have noted,
closing the road to Shabbos traffic shows ele-
mentary deference to local residents’ deeply-
held religious feelings; it displays simple sen-
sitivity to the honest, and Jewish, conviction
of others. The spectacle of anti-religious
“convoys” from various neighborhoods rolling
up and down the street for no purpose other
than to insult and incite the local residents is
dismaying.

ut what is the cause for even deeper dis-
B may is the attitude of the current Israeli

Court of Higher Justice, which during
the past two years has exhibited extraordinary
deference to the radical agenda of anti-religious
provocateurs.

A 14-year-old Orthodox bey with no pre-
vious police record was kept in jail by court
order for the past four weeks for allegedly
throwing a stone at a car on Shabbos, await-
ing trial. Though every religious authority has
forbade and condemned such acts of stone-
throwing, the court refused the parents’

will with which G-d endows man in order
to attain his own perfection, are used to
fight with G-d.” Reb Tzaddok of Lublin "
(Risiset Lyla 54a) explains that Amalek must
be eradicated altogether because they and
their associates represent utter and through
brazenness and rebellion against Hasher.
Rabbi Gedalya Schorr o3t (Ohr Gedalya,
Mo'adim 44a) notes that Rashi in Shemos
(ibid.) identifies Amalek as sorcerers, who
attempt to defy natural order that Hashem
planned for this world.

Thus, while the concepts and spiritual
forces of evil and sin are necessary and pos-
itive elements in shaping the destiny of our
world, the agents and human forces that
used those elements abused them to wage
a war against Hashem and Am Yisroel. The
Nazis, yemach shemam v'zichram, mani-
fested that spiritual war against good in
their campaign to annihilate the Chosen
Nation.

YOSEF GAVRIEL BECHHOFER

request to have the boy released on bail in
Israel, a judge on the Court of Higher Justice
insisted in unprecedented fashion that this
youngster remain incarcerated until the trial
proceeding is completed.

Only after a huge uproar by the general
public, including secularist leaders, the young-
ster was finally (August 19) enabled to return
home under incredible terms. The judge
responsible for this cruel and callous decision,
unthinkable in any democratic country, was
guilty of “conternpt of jury” by making a mock-
ery of the justice system in the Holy Land.

And now, Israel’s Court has ordered Rechov
Bar Ian open throughout the Shabbos—even
during time of prayer—until a new “commit-
tee” is formed to review the dispute four
months from now. The fact that an official
committee, chaired by a non-Orthodox Jew, has
already considered the matter and recom-
mended that the street be closed during prayer
services was apparently of no moment to the
court. Little wonder that this ruling has been
greeted with such joy among the anti-religious
radicals,

Agudath Israel of America calls on the
Israeli courts to henceforth display judicial sen-
sitivity to the religious sensibilities of obser-
vant Jews, and not adopt the political agenda
of extremist anti-religionists. We also call upon
Prime Minister Netanyahu to take whatever
firm action is necessary to implement his
pledge to secure the Jewish character of the
Jewish State,
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