
























































































THE "FREE AGENT" STANDS 
CORRECTED 

To the Editor: 
I read Pnuel Perry'i article "No Free 

Agents," in your October 1996 issue, 
with considerable interest and, I might 
add, a touch of discomfort. 

Unquestionably, many of the points 
made by my old friend Pnuel ring true, 
but some of his recollections of his days 
in our community, in which I saw him 
develop and grow, are a bit fuzzy. 

Pnuel writes of renting a room 
above the Bostoner Rebbe's shul, where 
occasional mitzva chores periodically 
intruded into his "free agent" space. He 
speaks about being called downstairs as 
the 10th man for a minyan. 

For the record: The shul does not run 
a rooming house. It carefully screens 
those allowed to live there, with the 
understanding that those who live there 
are expected to be available for assort
ed mitzvos and chessed involvements. 
While it may be that, on rare occasions 
(possible for our late-night Maariv), we 
did summon Pnuel downstairs, it 
should be stated that our shul has three 
active, reliable daily Shacharis minyan
im and we have less difficulty with Min
cha over the early days of the winter than 
any other shul in the region. 

As for Succos, I would hardly call the 
shul's succa a place to share sleeping 
quarters with "some Chassidim." So 
many men jam in to use it that we have 
had to set up some guidelines and 
restrictions. 

The point is that while we are thrilled 
that Pnuel, like so many of our "alum
ni;' went off to learn in yeshiva, especially 
in Bretz Yisroel, we would like to correct 
the misconceptions one might infer from 
his words; i.e., that we are somehow not 

The Jewish Observer, December 1996 

involved in maximizing our Yiddishkeit 
to the fullest. The shul is a thriving cen
ter of Torah and Chassidus that he'd be 
proud to come home to. 

DR. BORUCH MINAKER 

Brookline, MA 

Th• Author Responds: 

Recounting a spiritual journey is like 
gazing down on a glass tunnel that is 
frosted with emotion and self-interest. 
The eye of memory peers at one end 
toward an illuminated salvation, yet with 
less than full regard for the obscured sea 
of time and circumstance pressing on all 
sides from without. Much about Boston 
was unsaid in "No Free Agents;' and my 
dear friend's letter is an important and 
well-taken response. I would add to it. 

The Bostoner Rebbe's renowned 
medical referral organization, ROFEH 
International is a wellspring of chessed. 
For nearly two years I lived in its shad
ow and befriended families from Bretz 
Yisroel and other places abroad who had 
come to Boston in need of superlative 
medical care. I saw patients redeemed 
from cancer. I watched others succumb. 
I marveled at how the Rebbe, the 
ROFEH staff, and the community 
absorbed these special guests and shared 
their suffering. 

Often I was called upon by ROFEH 
and the families themselves to help with 
daily tasks and I gave assistance that was 
rightfully expected of me. The point of 
"No Free Agents" is that I did not rel
ish my small contributions as the price
less mitzvos that they were. This failure 
can only be attributed to my own stub
born will, which I doubt could have been 
broken and shaped anew in yeshiva were 
I not first nurtured in Boston, a center 
of Torah and chassidus to which I 
would indeed be proud to return. 

PNUELPERRY 

Jerusalem 

"HAVING ALL THE ANSWERS": THE 
LETTER AND THE SPIRIT 

To the Editor: 
Rabbi Leonard Oppenheimer 

deserves great yiyasher-kocho- wishes for 

his highly significant letter ("Do We 
Really Have All the Answers?" JO, Sept. 
'96) and The Jewish Observer for grant
ing it the well-deserved prominence. 

It is important for us to be aware that 
the Torah consists of two parts: "the let
ter and the spirit of the Torah:" An 
awareness of this spirit, beyond the let
ter of the halacha, is essential to help us 
bring the sense of beauty and com
pleteness of the Torah to those estranged 
from it. But, as Rabbi Oppenheimer 
pointed out, we have to absorb this spir
it ourselves before we can pass it on to 
inspire others. However, far beyond its 
importance for kiruv-work, the spirit of 
Torah is vital to guide us, ourselves, in 
our path throughout life. The spirit of 
the Torah is not just theory; it is prac
tical. As an illustration of the practical
ness of a purely ideological agadah, I 
would like to cite the case of the House 
of Garmo.2 Here the abstract principle, 
"Everything that G--d created, He cre
ated for His glory;' guided our sages 
through a complicated labor dispute, 
including strikers, and strike-breakers! 
In a second illustration, we find an 
abstract philosophical principle--"He 
did not create [the world] to be waste; 
He created it to be settled" -to carry 
more weight than a halachic mitzva: "Be 
fruitful and multiply:'' 

I would like to take this opportuni
ty to cite another important kiruv-work 
principle, one I learned from my revered 
teacher, Rav Sim cha Wasserman 7"~. 
When I settled in the Bayit Vegan 
neighborhood of Jerusalem 26 years ago, 
I was amazed to find there two ba'alei 
teshuva families from San Diego. Not 
having heard of San Diego as having a 
particularly strong Jewish community, 
I probed and discovered that both had 
attended a shiurgiven there by Rav Sim
cha on his regular visits from Los 
Angeles, where he had founded a Yeshi
va. When I queried him, he revealed to 
me his system. Study of our heritage can 
be classified as ta/mud Torah only if it 
is done with the intent of finding 
direction, as implied by the word Torah 
(~guidance). If he would study the rit
ual portions of halacha ( bein adam 
laMakom) with his not-yet observant 
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public, he was doubtful whether they 
were indeed studying with the intent to 
practice what they earned. Conse
quently they might not be engaging in 
ta/mud Torah at all. Therefore he taught 
them, at first, only those parts of 
halacha that deal with the interperson
al relationships (bein adam lachaveiro), 
an area where many search for direction. 
Only later, when he saw that they were 
seriously interested in Judaism, did he 
teach them halachos of bein adam 
laMakom. 

YEHUDAH LEVI 

Jerusalem 

'The Nineteen Letters, Rabbi J. Elias, Ed. (Feldheim, 
l99S);pp.264 &281. 

'Yoma 38a. 

'Gittin 4lb and espec. Tos. there,s.v. lo 

Yfncient olive trees 

sunligfit-si/vered 

rooted in sacred soil 

weary arms uplified 

fervently beseecfiing 

Jfeaven 

for life-bringing 

rain. 

Yfncient fioly men 

wfiite-sfiawled 

rooted in sacred text 

weary arms uplified 

fervently beseeching 

Jfeaven 

for life-bringing 

peace. 

Char1a Levin 

Chana Levin lives in Neve Yaakov Mizrach, 
Jerusalem. 
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]lfotza 'ei Sliobbos. 

·1ne Xosel liaJl1o 'aravZ: 

It was a wfiile before 

I noticed fier, 

tfiougfi our chairs touched, 

riglit up against 'llie Wall. 
Jfead bent, 

face pressed into 

lier 'Ii:lizlhm. 

5ray overcoat, 

black tzcliel-tigfit-bound, 

glint of tiny earrings. 
Sfie migfit nave been 

a forgotten bundle, 

fiuddled soundless, so still. 

'But no, tfiere was swaying, 

almost imperceptible, 

intense. 

Ylfter a wfiile, 

sfie straightened. 

a young woman. 

'Face bare of make-up. 

One fwnd, 

blunt-fingered, ringless, 

carefully smootfied 

a page of lier 'Ii:lizlhm
as a motfier 

smootfiing fier cfii/ds liair. 

('l'erliaps, it was for cfii/dren 
tfiat sfie prayed?) 

·Tfie page was wet, 

soaf.ed tfirougfi, 

warped, with lier tears. 

Soon, sfie bent again 

to fier task. 

Sunday morning. 

Ruth Lewis 

Pages 
'Tfie Jfebrew University Library, 

at s;vat 'Ram. 

State-oftfie-art 

computers, microfilm. 

Scfiolars, poring over pages 

of thief. tomes. 

Under _glass: 

fragments from a genizali, 

illuminated manuscripts. 

YI room devoted to magazines

tfie latest issues-

brigfit covers, displayed 

on metal racf.s. 

Yfnotfier room: 

bac/i, issues of newspapers, 

decades old. 

Yfnd pages, pages, pages 

of computer printouts, 
everywh.ere. 

In tfie lobby: 

exliibition cases full of 
newfy-publisfied boof.s, 

on every topic, 

tfieir covers shiny, modernistic, 

attractively designed. 

More cases of antique folios. 

5uards cfiecf. 

comings, goings, 

tliat no one steal 

a single, priceless page. 

I f.ept seeing lier face. 

I f.ept seeing lier fiand, 

smoothing tfie dampened page 

of lier ·ielizlhm. 

Ruth Lewis lives in Jerusalem. This is her first appear
ance in The Jewish Observer. 
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