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They arrived by subway cars with 
letters for names - the"/\.' train, 
the "B," and the "F" ... trains with 

numbers-the"l,"the"4;'the"7': .. the 
Long Island Rail Road, and Amtrak. .. 
limousines and jalopies, school buses 
packed with Yeshiva, Bais Yaakov and 
day school students ... mini-vans full of 
families from surrounding suburbs and 
from distant metropolises. 

They flew in from American mid
land, from the West Coast, from Cana
da, from Texas and other Gulf states. 

Pouring out of subway exits and hur
rying along Midtown Manhattan's 
broad avenues, they converged on 
Madison Square Garden. Men, women 
and children. Some in distinctive Chas
sidic garb, others wearing the generic 
attire of yeshiva men, yet others in the 
uniforms of the corporate world, punc
tuated with a splash of sporty types. The 
sense of purpose, the sense of joy, the 
excitement of anticipation, the eupho
ria of achievement, all wrapped with a 
cloak of fulfillment. 

*** 

N
either did the road to the Siyum 
Celebration at the Nassau Col
iseum lack for electricity. Mrs. 
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Leora Tawil of Deal, NJ, wrote in a let
ter to JO: 

The excitement began a few days before, 
when all the arrangements for my family 
and myself were settled. We could talk about 
nothing else. 

We were on the road by 3:00 on Sunday 
afternoon. Never 1nind traditional lack of 
punctuality. To this event we could not be 
late. As we approached the Southern State 
Parkway, the traffic beg&n to thicken with 
cars all noticably streaming in the same 
direction. We didn't even mind the conges
tion because it was all our friends and neigh
bors on their way to the same simcha. 

*** 

M
any roads traveled to the 
Siyum Hashas. Some began 
with a 5:20 a.m. "Modeh Ani," 

leading to a 6 a.m. shiur. Others were 
launched by nocturnal chavrusa ses
sions. Some traveled the Internet, oth
ers did Dial-a-Daf, and yet others rode 
the LIRR. It's a seven-and-a-half year 
road that bounced over potholes of 
bouts with winter flu, spring fever, sum
mer doldrums and autumn festivals. It 
curved up hills of family simchos and 
suffered sudden dips at times of personal 
loss. But the Daf went on. 

The trip started with the distinctive 
mix of Aggadatta and ha/acha discussion 
unique to Mesechta Berachos, on through 
the deceptive familiarity of Moed, the 
checkerboard remembered - unknowned 
- vaguely recalled - strange terrain of 
Nashim-Nezikin ... through the hum
bling experience of navigating the final 
tractate in Shas, in Seder Taharos. It was 
a road that offered sweeping overviews 
of sugyos, both familiar and forgotten, 
and detours that beckoned the learner to 
slow down, delve deeply, follow the 
signposts through Rishonim, Acharonim 
and Roshei Yeshiva's analytical insights, 
or poskim's definitive conclusions. 

All these roads lead to the Siyum. 

*** 

S
ome people stayed close to home. 
In the Baltimore Convention Cen
ter and Toronto's Metro Conven

tion Center, in Cleveland Heights High, 
Chicago's Northeastern University Com
plex, Los Angeles's Palladium, and Mel
bourne'sKollel Beth Ha Talmud, Mesimei 
HaShas, fellow celebrants, and members 
of their families found their seats, and 
suddenly found themselves part of a 
crowd of hundreds, hooked up with a 
community of scores of thousands. 
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*** 

P
eople speak of getting lost in the 
crowd. A person loses his indi
vidual identity by melting into a 

vast multitude. But attending the Siyum 
- entering the Garden, or the Nassau 
Coliseum, and seeing oneself as part of 
a breathtakingly large group of people 
all assembled for the same purpose -
was a defining sort of experience: Now 
I know who I really am. 

As the Chairman of the proceedings at 
the Nassau Coliseum, Rabbi Nasson Scher
man (editor of ArtScroll-Mesorah) said: 

Rabbi Nasson Scherman 

In this week's Sedra, the Torah says: 
"Attem nitzavim hayom kulchem -
You are standing here today, all of 
you;' in the plural. We are a tzibbur, a 
national unit. But the Torah also enu
merates our individual parts, "rashe
ichem shivteichem, zikneichem, 
veshotreichem, kol ish Yisroel. 
Tapchem, nesheichem, vegerecha -
The leaders of your Tribes, your 
elders ... every individual Jew. Your chil
dren, your women, and your stranger 
in your midst:' My Rosh Yeshiva, 
Rabbi Gedalya Schorr ':>"~!, always 
stressed that every Jew has a dual iden
tity: We are individuals and we are 
members of Kial Yisroel. For without 
the tzibbur we are nothing. The tzib
bur gives us direction, identity and 
strength. But without all of its parts, 
the tzibbur disintegrates. 

This is symbolized by our Siyum 
tonight, the largest celebration of 
Torah study since the last Hakhel gath-
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ering in Yerushalayim some two thou
sand years ago. We are 70,000 indi
viduals fused into one mighty tzibbur. 
This event is living, throbbing, electric 
proof that we are one in the most 
meaningful way because" Yisroel ve'O
raysa, veKudsha berich hu chad hu -
Israel, Torah, and G-d are One." 
Because "Atta echad veshimcha echad 
umike'amcha Yisroel gay echad 
ba'aretz." Because «You are One, Your 
name is One, and who is like Your 
nation Israe)) one nation on Earth!" 

M
any who had been present at 
the previous Siyum, which 
had also been held in Madison 

Square Garden, expected the experience 
to be tainted with a feeling of deja vu. 
But that was not the case. Perhaps, as 
Rabbi Avrohom Chaim Feuer (Rav, 
K'hal Bais Avrohom, Monsey), chairman 
of the Siyum program in Madison 
Square Garden put it: 

The Shechina (Divine Presence) 
descends upon Kial Yisroel if the 
assemblage is comprised of 22)000. 
Although the Shechina descends upon 

ten Jews who form a 1ninyan) when 
rivevos alfei Yisroel (22,000) convene, 
they merit the highest possible level of 
Divine Revelation. That is the level of 
revelation enjoyed by the prophets of 
old, it is the level of Gilui Shechina 
(Divine revelation) experienced at 
the Mishkan and the Mikdash. And it 
is the level of Gilui Shechina that we 
experience here tonight. 
A sacred experience never becomes 

stale. It always resonates with the excite
ment of a fresh encounter.And perhaps 
the electronic com1nunity that had 
70,000 Jews saying "Shema YisroeI" in 
unison, joining voices in reciting 
Tehillim together, singing "Siman Tov 
Umazal Tov" in concert, and linking 
hands in dancing to "Veyazor 
veyagein .... " Perhaps that somehow gave 
strength to those physically distant 
from seeing the Garden on the screen 
in thirty-five other locations. Witness
ing Rabbi Mechel Silber saying the 

Rabbi Mechel Silber 

Siyum in the Garden, and Rabbi Avro
hom Pam making the has'chala, teach
ing the beginning of Berachos to a glob
al class, from the podium at Nassau 
Coliseum. Didn't this bring an unprece
dented sense of community) strength 
and sanctity to us all? Didn't those of us 
in the Garden feel transported to all 
those thirty-five other venues, forming 
a community and drawing strength and 
sanctity from our brothers who were 
viewing us on their screens? 

The program at the Siyum followed 
a predictable logic, but that made 
it no less exciting. More than that, 

the shifting rays oflight of the total Jew
ish experience, as refracted by the prism 
of the year's Luach - Jewry's holy cal
endar -seemed to bathe the evening 
with its own illumination. 

• The mark of the post-midnight 
Selichos, 15 hours earlier, was evident in 
the red- rimmed eyes of the participants, 
as much as in the call for serious corn-
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mitment to Torah study articulated by 
the speakers, and in the melodic 
entreaties of "Mach nisei Rachamim," 
from the Selichos liturgy, sung by Reb 
Abish Brodt. 

•The summons of"Borchu es Hashem 
Hamevorach" introducing the commu
nal Maariv service seemed to reverber
ate with the wail of the Rosh Hashana 
Shofar, in keeping with the prophet's cry: 
"Would then the Shofar hlast in the city 
and the people not tremble?" 

And then, isn't Rosh Hashana liter
ally"the head of the year;' the point from 
which flow all plans, all hopes and all 
actions for the year ready to unfold? So 
many, many of those who davened along 
(including many women who do not 
always manage a Maariv) commented 
that this tejilla became the paradigm for 
all future tefillos, at least for 5758. Did
n't every" Yehei Shmei Rabba ... May His 
great Name be blessed forever and 
ever" shouted since then draw from the 
responses to Kaddish at the Siyum? 
Weren't they the fountainhead - the 
source - for all future such pro
nouncements, at least for the year 
ahead? 

• And the" Shma" declared by 70,000 
in unison begged to be followed with a 
shouted "Barch Sheim ... Blessed is the 
Name of His glorious kingdom for all 
eternity" - the expression of man)s tes
timony to the palpable presence of G-d's 
Glory, which is only pronounced aloud 
on Yorn Kippur. But wasn't the intensity 
ofYom Kippur holiness in the air? 

No elaboration is necessary to 
underscore the Simchas Torah theme. It 
was previewed three weeks in advance 
with the joyous" Had ran alach Shas Bavli" 
heralding the completion of the Oral Law, 
followed by the opening Mishna of 
Shas, "Me'emosei - From when may we 
recite the Shma ... ?" [And the answer, of 
course, was, "If not now, when?"] 
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Reh Abish Brodt Rabbi Moshe Sherer 

• The celebration of Torah study in 
a temple of gymnastic competition -
didn't the triumph of theme over set
ting have within it an echo of Chanu
ka? Or was it a venehapech hu I rever
sal of Purim that shimmered in the air? 

• Walking into the arena, one was 
struck by the unity-in-spite-of-diversi
ty that marked the" Vayichan sham Yis
roel neged hahar - and Israel encamped 
(singular form) opposite Mount Sinai;' 
in preparation for receiving the Torah. 
And indeed, Rabbi Mattisyahu 
Solomon Mashgiach of Rais Medrash 
Govoha, Lakewood, said as much: 

"This massive gathering is a res
olute assembly - not one of simple 
celebration, but one that echoes with 
the commitment at maamad Har 
Sinai, making our connection to eter
nity through Shas!" 

• A recurrent theme of the Siyum 
HaShas Daf Yomi endowed it with the 
chilling shiver of Tisha B'Av, which 
brings hot tears to the eyes, in keeping 
with a resolution by the Moetzes Gedolei 
HaTorah of Agudath Israel over 22 years 
ago: that the Siyum HaShas DafYomi be 
dedicated to the memory of the Six Mil
lion Holy Martyrs of Churban Europe. 
Indeed, Rabbi Moshe Sherer (President 
of Agudath Israel of America) spoke 
about the interrelatedness of the joy of 
the Siyum HaShas and the sadness 
inherent to the event's commemorative 
motif, declaring: 

It was the goal of the Nazis 'V"' not 
only to annihilate the Jews of Europe 
but to destroy the Jews, the Talmud, 
and the Talmud Lehrer, because they 
understood that this is the secret of 
Jewish continuity. After emerging 
from the Valley of Tears [of Churban 
Europe in 1945], many entered a Val
ley of Fears, fears that there was no 
future for Torah and Talmud in the 
entire world. Therefore tonight, when 
in America alone, over 70,000 Bnei Yis
roel gather to celebrate the daily study 
of Talmud ... this gathering is more 
than a celebration; it is a powerful 
demonstration of the nitzchiyus- the 
eternity - of Torah, and of Israel as 
the Torah Nation. 

[He went on to describe the dra
matic impact of the DafYomi program 
oflearning Torah every day on its ded
icated adherents: "When a Jew 
becomes a 'Daf Yomi Jew; his home 
becomes a 'Daf Yomi home; as the 
kedusha of Torah trickles down to 
every member of the family," restor
ing in its way some of the incalcula
ble loss of the tragic Churban.] 
This triumph over adversity was 

underscored by the Klausenberg Rav, 
Rabbi Shmuel Halberstam 1-!"1"?1!1, in 
his stirring address: 

We have two dramatic instances 
when in spite of the physical destruc
tion of the Written 1brah, the letters 
engraved on the tangible surface -
their teachings, their message -
endured: When Moshe Rabbeinu shat
tered the stone tablets of the Law, the 
Chazal record that "Osiyos porchos 
be' avir, The letters hovered in the air?' 
Because the essence of the Torah was 
the Voice of G-d, and that never ceas
es to exist (see Sanhedrin l 7a). 

Similarly, when Rabbi Chanina ben 
Tradyon was wrapped in a Torah 
Scroll, to be set afire, he too cried out, 
"The parchment is destroyed, but 
Osiyos porchos be' avir." Just as the 
essence of the Torah Scroll is eternal, 
so too will the teachings of Rabbi Chan
ina hen Tradyon endure, even after his 
own fiery death. There is no boundary, 
no limit to the Jewish spirit. 

The enemies of Jewry did not 
know this: They thought that they 
could burn Jews. They thought that 
they could burn sefarim. They thought 
that they could thus bring an end to 
Torah. Chalila! The Creator so fash
ioned the world that the Torah is eter
nal. They may destroy Jewish bodies 
and Jewish books. But the letters 
remain: "Osiyos porchos be'avir!" Just 
as when the Tablets were shattered, the 
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Jews of that time witnessed the sacred 
letters afloat, remaining extant; so too 
are the Torah's teachings eternal. 

My sainted father 7"llr was one of 
those who went through the seven lay
ers of Gehinnom. He lost his family of 
eleven children in the fires of 
Auschwitz. But he never lost his 
emuna there. Even as the ashes spewed 
forth from the chinmneys of its cre
matoria, he never asked for an expla
nation, for he knew that "The Eterni
ty of Israel does not die!" Jewish 
history demonstrates that as much as 
Jews have been killed time and again 
- by Crusaders, in the time of the 
Inquisition, to our most recent Chur
ban; much as our enemies have 
attempted to obliterate Torah, burned 
24 wagon-loads of Torah writings [in 
the 1200's], and forbade its study over 
the centuries; to the Germans' focus on 
the Talmud Jude as their special target 
for annihiliation, in spite of this - as 
tonight's celebration gives testimony 
- "The Eternity of Israel does not lie!" 

The Daf Yomi founded by the 
Lubliner Rav, Rabbi Meir Shapiro, con
tinues to grow from cycle to cycle, in 
fulfillment of Rabbi Chanina ben 
Tradyon's reassuring outcry: "The 
parchment may be comsumed, but 
Osiyos porchos be' avir ... the letters 
remain afloat in the air:' 

*** 

A
s the Novominsker Rebbe, Rabbi 
Yaakov Perlow N""\»'nl said dur
ing his address: 

"VVhen one is aroused with love, it 
should ideally find expression in some 
action" (based on Shir Hashirim 2,7). 
When one experiences an intense 
inspiration, it must be actualized 
through some concrete expression. At 
this moment, when we are permeated 
with enthusiasm and love for Torah, we 
must accept with firm resolve that, in 
spite of distractions and obligations 
from daily life, no day should pass 
without one hour - by day or by night 
-dedicated to Torah study. This res
olution will express our community's 
readiness to rise from level to level in 
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its devotion to Torah and its study:' 
The trains, buses) cars and vans that 

took home each of the 70,000 people 
who, in one setting or another, partic
ipated in the Siyum became, in effect, 
extensions of the beis midrash that each 
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for the 6 Million. 
To the left: Rabbi Aaron Schechter and Rabbi M Sherer. 

of the venues of celebration had 
become. The men and women each 
cherished his or her private memories 
of the event, and nurtured the resolu
tions they had formulated. These can be 
enhanced - and renewed - by review
ing the words of the Torah scholars and 
leaders who spoke to us at this Siyum. 

Excerpts from selected addresses 
appear in the pages that follow (in their 
order of presentation), after which the 
reader will find reports from various 
Siyum celebrations in other parts of the 
country. • 
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Rabbi Chaskel 
Besser, member 
of the Nesius of 
Agudath Israel of 
America, and 
Founding Chair
man of Agudath 
Israel's DafYorni 
Commission: 

W
e are entering the week that 
ends with the Shabbos when 
we read: "Attem nitzavim 

hayom kulchem:' We too are at a gath
ering of the heads of our tribes, our 
elders ... every Jewish person, our chil
dren, our women and the strangers in 
our midst, united with one intention -
to sanctify G-d's Name. We are joined 
not only across the expanse of geo
graphic space, but across the boundaries 
of time with the original founders of the 
DafHayomi. 

A Fusion 
of the 

Jew and 
Torah 

Rabbi Yaakov 
Perlow, Novominsker Rebbe N .. V,71:1 
Rosh Yeshiva, Adas Yaakov: 

!
would like to address our English
speaking brothers in this hall and 
across the country - those who 
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have grown up in our Torah tradition, 
and primarily the thousands who have 
returned to their roots and the truth of 
Torah Judaism. You have come here to 
celebrate with us - and we with you
the beauty and meaning of light in a 
world that contains much darkness. 
Since the beginning of time, the clash 
between light and darkness has been the 
underlying theme in history. And so it 
is with the history of the Jews. Rav 
Saadya Gaon declared: "Our peoplehood 
is defined only by its Torah;' by the 
Torah norms conveyed in the Talmud. 
This defining dictum has served as the 
guidepost to our understanding of Jew
ish history. Those who in earlier times 
left the path of Talmudic Judaism left the 
Jewish People altogether. Tragically, 
this is increasingly true today as well, in 
this wide diaspora of Jews. The vanish
ing Jew is an awesome, frightening fact 
in contemporary America, as we all 
know. Those, however, whose loyalty to 
Torah transcends the whims of any given 
age or society, those whose faith is 
uncorrupted by secularism or materi
alistic worship, those Jews remain for
ever embedded in the physical body of 
Kial Yisroel and in its soul as a nation. 

Human life means the fusion of body 
and soul. Jewish life means the fusion 
of the Jew and his Torah ... the Torah 
people and the Torah itself invites 
everyone to come join us. Come study 
the Torah, learn what Torah wisdom is 
all about. Connect with its message and 
its directives. Allow yourself to be 
taught by the Torah and be counselled 
by the sages. For the Torah is Taras 

Chaim, a Torah of life: how to conduct 
one's affairs; how to be uplifted by 
mitzvos; how to be a better Jew; how to 
bring Hashem Yisborach into our lives. 
That, of course, is the deepest meaning 
of the study of Torah: to recognize the 
presence of the Nosein HaTorah, the 
Giver of the Torah, in our midst. 

This historic moment must also 
inspire in all of us a sense ofbeing"Like 
one person, of one heart," as Bnei Yis
roel felt as they stood at Har Sinai, of 
being one unit as a people, to feel our 
brothers' needs as if they are our own. 
With respect to Torah study, it means 
not only the obligation of lilmod, but 
also lelamed - not only to study for 
one's own edification, but also to reach 
out to those who are in need of being 
taught. There is a thirst for Torah 
knowledge among thousands of Jews 
across the land. Who is to provide that 
knowledge, that nurturing impact, if not 
high-minded Jews who have the good 
fortune of being already learned and are 
knowledgeable, and are thus in a posi
tion to share their Torah with others!? 
One must seek ways and means - and 
these are available - to reach out to 
other Jews. It is our responsibility to 
expand the frontiers of Torah until the 
day when "V'chol bonayich [will be] 
limudei Hashem," the entire people 
will be learned in Torah, "v'rav shalom 
banoyich" and peace and harmony will 
thus prevail. 

Above all we must think deeply how 
the wheels of Providence have brought us 
to this great day. How a devastated peo
ple a half century ago put itself together 
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again by the grace of Hashem and rebuilt 
its spiritual edifice, its Torah empire. 

Fiery Enthusiasm, 
Uninterrupted 

Dedication 

Rabbi Mechel Silber N"v>'>V, Rosh 
Yeshivas Zvil in Jerusalem: 

The Torah assures those who 
should study Torah that "It is not 
on the other side of the ocean, 

that one should have to cross the ocean 
to achieve it:' (See Devarim 30, 12). Were 
it across the seas, however [says Ras hi], 
one would be required to somehow get 
across the ocean to fulfill one's obliga
tion to study Torah. But that is not nec
essary, for "It is close to you. In your 
mouth and in your heart, to achieve it." 

Learning through the entirety of Shas 
would seem to be one of those impos
sible undertakings, like crossing the 
ocean, the Yam Hatalmud, but - lo and 
behold! - tens, hundreds, and even 
thousands of Jews have embarked on 
this daunting voyage, and have seen it 
to completion. The Ribbono Shel Olam 
equips the truly dedicated individual 
with the means to see himself through 
the "impossible" task. 

"Tam id" refers to something that is 
constant, as in aish tan1id tukad al 
hamizbe'ach-the fire that burned with
out interruption on the holy altar. It can 
also refer to regularity, such as the kin
dling of the menora in the Mikdash, 
which was done tamid - daily. We are 
assured that a person who studies Torah 
without interruption is a ben Olam 
Habba - he lives with the sanctity of 
one who inhabits the World-to-Come. 
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One might add that someone who 
learns Daf Yomi with regularity, never 
missing a day, with the fiery mesiras 
nefesh and total dedication of the aish 
al hamizbe'ach, and inspires and directs 
his children to similarly devote them
selves to Torah study, he too can merit 
being a hen Olam Habba. 

From Many Stones, 
A United Platform 
For Divine Service 

Rabbi Simcha Bunim Ehrenfeld~, 
Mattesdorfer Rav: 

O
ne can
not help 
but mar

vel at the breath
taking expansion 
of the ranks of 
Daf Yomi-learn
ers over the 
years. Especially 
remarkable is the 
broad variety of 

backgrounds from which the DafYomi 
adherents come! 

The Torah rejects the use of a matzei
va, which is formed from a single 
stone, as an altar for sacrifice; this is a 
typical format for non-Jewish wor
ship. Instead, Jews are instructed to use 
a mizbe' ach avanim, an altar formed of 
many stones, for sacrificial purposes. 

The Chasam Sofer comments that it 
seems strange to find a one-stone 
matzeiva unacceptable, for Yaakov Avinu 
offered his sacrifice at Beth El on an altar 
formed from one stone! 

The Chasam Sofer explains that the 
tendency among other nations is for the 
vast multitudes to pursue n1aterialistic 
gain, designating one individual to 
devote himself to spiritual pursuits. This 
"holy" surrogate for the masses is rep
resented by the single stone on which 
sacrifices are offered - the matzeiva. By 
contrast, all Jews are expected to devote 
themselves to spiritual growth. Thus the 
mizbe'ach avani1n, constructed as it is 

from many stones. 
Yaakov Avinu's single stone was actu

ally synthesized from twelve individual 
stones that he had originally arranged 
around his head as he prepared to go to 
sleep in Beth El. The twelve merged to 
become one stone - just as the various 
tribes, each of which has its own course 
in life, joins forces with the others in 
Torah study. 

Jews of all sorts oflife styles, yet com
mitted to live lives loyal to Torah, come 
together to celebrate the study of Torah, 
which they are doing with great diligence 
and dedication, beginning once again to 
learn their way through Shas, one Daf 
at a time, day in, day out. 

A Golden Frame For 
Diverse Gems 

Bostoner Rebbe (of Boston) Rabbi 
Levi Yitzchak Horowitz N"l>'7v: 

I
n Tehillim (45,14), David Hamelech 
describes Knesses Yisroel as Bas 
Melech, a royal princess, p'niJna, who 

conducts herself 
with modesty, 
and is more pre
cious than n1ish
betzos, gold box
like settings for 
jewels. Ras hi 
explains that 
k'vod bas melech 
p'nima refers to 
small gatherings 
of Jews dedicated 

to holy pursuits, similar to the members 
of DafYomi groups that faithfully meet 
day after day, without fanfare or pub
licity. 

Mishbetzos, a golden setting that 
frames a precious stone, makes the gem 
shine brightly while the gem in turn 
enhances the beauty of the frame. 

Look at a blatt Gemora. It resembles 
a mishbetzes- a framed grid. Rashi and 
Tosafos surround the Ge1nora, decorat
ed with notes and commentary on the 
sides. So too, each day of a Yid's life 
should create this framework, from the 

11 



morning's "Maavir sheina me'einai'' 
greeting the new day, through the 
evening's "Hamapil sheina," anticipat
ing the night's sleep; the day of a Jew 
should be filled with Torah and mitzvos. 
How great, therefore, is the zechus of 
those who fill each daily mishbetzes with 
learning a blatt Gemora. Thus we cele
brate today the fact that every seven 
years, for over the past seventy years, the 
bas melech comes el hakodesh p'nima, to 
the inner sanctum before the Melech 
Malchei Hamelachim adorned with a 
glittering levush of countless mishbetzos 
zahav. 

The Choshen Mishpat (breast-plate) 
worn by the kohein gadol had twelve 
mishbetzos, twelve settings made of 
gold. But the gems carried in these 
frames were each different. So, too, the 
learners of the Daf Yomi all over the 
world, while united in love for Torah, are 
a diverse group of many knessios. Just 
look around you: DafYomi shiurim are 
given in Yiddish, Lashon Hakodesh, 
English and Spanish. The dafis studied 
by Chassidim as well as those who daven 

Ashkenaz; in Eretz Yisroel and in Caius. 
The Dafis studied in groups and in pri
vate, on subways and at work, in car
pools and even while walking, listening 
to a tape. All of these different precious 
stones become part of Kial YisroeI's very 
special Choshen. 

Underscoring the 
Purpose of Our 

Peoplehood 
Rabbi Yaakov 
Weinberg N''v>'7el, 
Rosh Yeshiva Ner 
Israel, Baltimore: 

T
he lives of 
all of Kial 
Yisroeland 

the lives of all of 
humanity have 
been justified, have been uplifted by the 
finishing of Shas- the finishing of Shas 

37 pages of concise' instruction .: Halacha L'Maaseh - for the traveller 

experienc_ing difficulties both for Erev Shabbos and on Shabbos. A detail 

of the options 'and solutions according to Halachic preference, including 

many areas of H<il~cha not well known by the layman. 

by a totality of all those who still rec
ognize and understand the meaning and 
purpose of our peoplehood. That is, all 
those who have dedicated themselves, all 
of those who have accepted upon them
selves the meaning of being avdei 
Hashem, of finding purpose and direc
tion for life itself in accordance with 
Hashem's directives. These are the peo
ple who follow only in that path that 
leads to eternity and the eternal, only in 
that path which enables us directly to 
achieve a close connection to the Source 
of all being and all existence. 

For all those who are gathered togeth
er to say: We have finished Shas, we have 
learned all the Talmud, we have learned 
through all the thoughts and all the emo
tions, all the dedication, all the expres
sion of that which is precious and, above 
all, of that which is true .... All of which 
gives us guidance, awareness, under
standing of who we are, what we are, and 
why we are - is it not a cause of cele
bration? Thus the niggunim that came 
out of our hearts were the spontaneous 
expression of a Kial Yisroel dedicated to 

The Sefer L 
heiv Ohel ?il~ :l 
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its purpose of serving Hashem, above all 
by learning His Torah. May we be zocheh 
because of it to a shana tova u'1nesuka .... 

Girding Oneself With 
Strength and Glory 

Rabbi Yosef 
Harari Raful 
N"V'?V, Rosh 

Yeshiva Ateret 
Torah: 

T
he tens of 
thousands 
of Jews 

who have dedi
cated a specific time slot every day, day
in-day-out, Shabbat and weekday alike, 
to complete this massive undertaking 
can now see these thousands of pages 
of the Talmud as woven together to gird 
themselves with glory and strength in 
service of the Almighty. 

If every baalhabayit (layman) who 
dedicates himself to the study of the Daf 
Yomi would find it within his means to 
dedicate an additional half-hour a day 
to study of Gemora be'iyun - explor
ing the depths of the Talmud with dili
gence - perhaps completing Mesech
tot Berachot and Shabbat in the seven 
years that lie ahead, he could eventual
ly be a baalhabayit al Shas-a true mas
ter of the Talmud. 

As Reb Meir Simcha 
Would Have Appreci· 
ated This Gathering 

Rabbi Elya Svei N"1'"'1v, Rosh Yeshiva of 
the Yeshiva of Philadelphia: 

I
t is with a sense of great responsi
bility that I address thousands of 
Jews, including distinguished rep

resentatives of Orthodox Judaism, who 
have assembled together to participate 
in the joy of those who were privileged 
to conclude Shas. This occasion is also 
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one of joy for their families. Indeed, 
these families have a great share in 
enabling them to finish the Talmud. In 
fact, participating in this Siyum is a rare 
privilege for the entire Jewish people. 

The Ohr Sornayach, Reb Meir Sim
cha, the revered Rav of Dvinsk, says in 
his work Meshech Chochma: in all their 
wanderings, the Jewish people always 
merit l)ivine Providence, just as our 
patriarchs and our anscestors had ben
efited from Divine Providence. Similarly, 
the Torah tells us that in exile and dias
pora, we also see Divine Providence as 
He protects the Jewish people "as a 
nation that dwells alone:' Yes, the 
nations oppress and pursue Jews from 
all sides, but when the situation 
becomes a little tranquil or placid, 
Jews uplift themselves, and tower over 
all nations, as they remain dedicated to 
Torah, loyal in their ethical conduct, and 
faithful to their sacred roots, to the 
source of their spiritual identity which 
formed them. The Jew's ability to 
remain faithful, loyal and committed to 
Torah in all circumstances and under all 
conditions of diaspora and exile, was a 
result of Divine Providence. 

As Reb Meir Simcha explains it, the 
Jewish people's fidelity to Torah and 
mitzvos throughout their wanderings 
parallels a great miracle that had 
occurred in the Holy Temple: the fire on 
the holy altar was constantly burning; 
no wind could possibly extinguish it. 
Nor could a breeze cause it to waver in 
one direction or another. Similarly, 

says Reb Meir 
Simcha, the Jew
ish people some
how manage to 
remain loyal to 
Torah even when 
they go into 
exile. 

Jews came to 
America with 
such meager 

resources. Yet they established congre
gations for worship, they convened 
groups to learn Torah, and organized for 
charity and many other virtuous under
takings. This tenacity testifies to the 
Divine Providence of G-d. 

As I entered this room, I thought: what 
would Reb Meir Sim cha say if he would 
be here at this Siyum HaShas? If he would 
have seen that after the devastating 
Holocaust, we are experiencing this great 
revival of Judaism? Undoubtedly, he 
would thank G-d that we merited to have 
a generation of young men dedicated to 
learning Torah, of Torah sages, oflaymen 
setting aside time daily, faithfully to 
learn Daf Yomi. How deeply he would 
have been moved, how profoundly he 
would have reacted to this phenomenon! 
Surely he would have expressed his 
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appreciation for how all this reflects the 
Divine Providence of G-d, demonstrat
ing that the Shechina, the Divine Presence, 
abides amongst the Jewish people. 

We must bear in mind as the great 
Rosh Hayeshiva, Rabbi Aaron Kotler 7··::1r, 
often impressed on his talmidim that 
Torah is compared to fire. And indeed, 
like fire, it has the power to transform 
us, to elevate us from ordinary people 
involved in mundane pursuits to peo
ple dedicated to becoming bnei aliya, 
engaged in spiritual growth. 
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The Radiance of 
Resolution to Learn 

Rabbi Avrohom 
Pam N"""?W) 
Rosh Yeshiva of 
Mesivta Torah 
Vodaath: 

I 
wonder 
whether 
those who 

succeeded in 
learning through Shas fully realize how 
much they have accomplished! I do not 
know if a person can truly comprehend 
what he has achieved by learning a page 
of Gemora. And learning a complete vol
ume in the entire Talmud - how the 
neshama radiates with Torah, how a per
son is elevated! How much spiritual 
gratification and joy is brought to one's 
anscestors, grandparents, great-grand
parents in Gan Eden, through their 
descendants' preoccupation with learn
ing Torah, in spite of occasions of dif
ficulty. Nor can the Daf Yomi partici
pants truly assess the influence of their 
learning on the members of their fam
ilies and on their neighbors. 

The Vilna Gaon says: every single 
word of Torah is a mitzva unto itself. How 
many words are there on a page of Gemo
ra, in a volume, in the entire 13.lmud? 
How great is your accomplishment! 

To those who are not yet involved in 
a program of Torah study, and are con
templating linking up with this endeav
or, may I offer a few words of encour
agement before they embark on this 
seven-and-a-half year journey: 

Rabbi Chaim Volozhiner says (in 
Ruach Chaim on Avos) that when a per
son resolves to perform a mitzva, he 
becomes enveloped with a radiance that 
directs him, that guides him, and helps 
him succeed in his holy endeavor, and 
which is put in reserve for him to illu
minate his Olam Habba. May the lumi
nescence generated by the resolution of 
all those gathered here to apply them
selves to the DafYomi program light up 
the way for Moshiach's arrival! 
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A Torah Scroll ol 
Dedicated Jews 

Klausenberger Rebbe, Rabbi Shmuel 
Halberstam N"'-"'nl: 

O
ver twenty-two thousand Jews 
are gathered here, in one place, 
for the honor of Torah represent 

a thousand sets 
of the twenty 
two holy letters 
of the Aleph Bais. 
And each letter, 
of course, is 
composed of 
many parts and 
sub-parts, as well 
as of the letters 
that spell out the 
name of each Os (Aleph, for example, 
is composed of Alef, Lamed, and Pay, 
etc.), adding up in the very least to the 
600,000 holy letters of the Sefer Torah. 

Here, within this massive hall, we 
have a living representation the letters 
of a Torah scroll, with the neshamos of 
the Oral Law filling the vast space con
tained herein. 

The Legacy of Rabbi 
Meir Shapiro 7"Yt 

Rabbi Yissachar 
Fraud, Yeshiva 
Ner Israel, Balti
more: 

R
abbi Meir 
Shapiro 
-Lublin

er Rav - you 
were right. All 

that you envisioned about the Daf 
Yomi has come to fruition, and even 
moreso. My only question is: could you 
have dreamt that it would become as 
successful as it has? 

History has certainly proven you 
right in your initial goals. You viewed 
DafYomi, perhaps first and foremost as 
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a vehicle of achdus, to bind together Yid
den from disparate communities and 
backgrounds, from so many different 
places, from so many different walks of 
life. All unified by "the Daf" And if such 
an innovation was necessary seventy-five 
years ago when the Daf was created, 
how much more so today. Today, when 
there seems to be so much strife and 
machlokes, and disunity - and so 
much of it bechinam, gratuitous-we 
certainly need something like the Daf 
that brings us together. 

When Baalak took Bilaam to curse 
Kial Yisroel, he showed part of the Am 
and told him: "See a part but not the 
whole:' But isn't that strange? lfhe want
ed to curse them, would it not make 
sense to show him the entire Kial Yis
roeT! Says the late Skulener Rebbe ?"::it, 
one can only have a negative effect on 
katzeihu- on the kitzvos of Kial Yisroel 
- at the points of divisivness and dis
unity. But he would not show Bilaam 
Kial Yisroel in a unified state, for at their 
times of achdus, they cannot be 
touched. When one looks at this 
immense gathering and realizes the 
thousands and thousands of Yidden, ken 
ayin hara, united for Torah and by 
Torah, one senses that as a unified tzib
bur, we are invulnerable. Savor the 
moment. Cherish this moment of 
achdus. Seize the moment for thoughts 
of tefilla and teshuva, and remember this 

moment for future reference. 
But the ko'ach hamisageid of Daf 

Yomi is not limited to uniting different 
people together. It is that which gives 
unity and structure to each of our own, 
personal lives. The Gemora in Pesachim 
tells us that Rabbi Yosef declared: "If not 
for the day of kaballas haTorah, I would 
just be another of the manyYosefs wan
dering the streets .. " 

My Rosh Hayeshiva Rabbi Yaakov 
Yitzchak Ruderman ?··::n used to say, al 
pi drush, that it is not referring to dif
ferent people - different Yosefs - but 
to the same person, for often there are 
many aspects to the same person. A per
son can be in the business and the pro
fessional world for part of his day, and 
indeed part of his life, while being a 
shteibel Yid, beis midrash Yid ... and the 
Tatty, the Abba, for another part. We all 
long for something that binds the parts 
together - we long for something that 
unifies the different Yosef's of our exis
tence ... and such is the Daf- such is 
the ko'ach ha Torah - the great unifier 
of various aspects of an individual's soul 
and life. 

In Rabbi Meir Shapiro's life, it was 
something that he had learned from his 
mother. When he was seven years old, 
on Isru Chag Hapesach in 1894, the 
young Meir'! noticed his mother crying. 
She explained that the melamed did not 
arrive - Meir'] had wasted an entire day 
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without learning. kaniyos. By women who realize that it 
falls to their lot to see to it that their hus
bands learn and shteig, and that as a 
result a greater contribution to the spir
itual well-being of their homes can be 
made, even if it requires, as it often does, 
tremendous sacrifice on their part. 

The child was puzzled: There's still 
tomorrow. His mother's reaction: "You 
don't understand what a day of learn
ing means-A day of learning can never 
be replaced." And that is the foundation 
of DafYomi - the ma'aleh of yomi
of the tmidius aspect of DafYomi- the 
constancy of doing something day in 
day out. 

Like: not seeing one's husband for 
most of day, and then, after a few shorts 
hours of dinner and some time with the 
children, he's out the door again, to the 
Daf 

An added point: At its shoresh, Daf 
Yomi was originally inspired by a Yid
dishe Mamma. Today, as well, DafYomi 
is made possible by our nashim tzid-

Like: in those first few hours of the 
day, when a partner's help could make 
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getting the children ready for the day so 
much easier, but the husband wants to 
start off his day with Daf Yomi. 

The nashim tzidkaniyos must be 
proud of their share, and while they're 
at it, remember something else about 
Mrs. Shapiro: Her reaction to the great 
sum of 300 ruble that they paid that 
melamed: 

Es is a kleineh korban fahr a zah 
greiseh Torah - it is but a small sacri
fice for a Torah that is so big. 

Wiping Away 
Hashem's Tear 

Rabbi Mattisyahu Solomon N"1'"'1v, 

Mashgiach of Rais Medrash Govoha, 
Lakewood: 

The Prophet (in Yirmiyahu) 
describes the Ribbono Shel Olam's 
pain in galus "dima ki nishba eider 

Hashem. "He says that the Ribbono Shel 
Olam cries, "My eyes shed a tear because 
the flock of Hashem has gone into exile:' 
The Gemora notes three mentionings of 
a tear. The first one responds to the 
destruction of the First Beis Hamikdash, 
the second to that of the Second Beis 
Hamikdash, and the third tear because 
of bittul Torah. The Gemora asks, "But 
it says in the passuk 'ki nishba eider 
Hashem,' that the tear that the Ribbono 
Shel Olam shed at that moment was 
because Kial Yisroel went into galus?" 
The Gemora answers, "Keshegalu Yisroel 
ein lecha bittul Torah gedola mezu -
chief among all of the difficulties that 
galus has brought upon Kial Yisroel is 
bittul Torah:' We're not referring to the 
aveira of losing time from Torah study, 
but bittul Torah in the context of bittul 
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chametz: The people have relegated 
Torah to a state of non-existence, as if 
it's not even there. The world is meant 
to be filled with Torah, and galus dras
tically reduces the possibilities of doing 
so; so the Ribbono Shel Olam thus sheds 
a tear for the bittul Torah. 

The world's state of perfection in the 
time of Moshiach is described as "Malaa 
ha'aretz de'ah es Hashem kemayim 
layam mechasim" - when the world will 
be covered with Torah "like the seas are 
bedecked with water" - a time when 
everyone will be studying Torah, Kial 
Yisroel will be involved in Torah, breath
ing Torah, shteiging in Torah. As long as 
that is not achieved, the Ribbono Shel 
Olam sheds a tear. And as our galus gets 
longer, it would seem that the Ribbono 
Shel Olam's tear grows larger. 

We came here this evening, saying to 
Hashem Yisborach, "Mini koleich mibechi 
v' enayich midima- wipe away the tear 
from Your eyes, Ribbono Shel Olam." We 
who devote time to learn Torah, we who 
appreciate that the world must be filled 
with Torah, and do our bit to fill the 
world with Torah, we are telling the Rib
bono Shel Olam that we are doing our 
best to wipe away the Divine tears. 

M
any tears are shed in galus, and 
there is a prophecy of 
"Umacha Hashem dimaa 

mei' al kal pannim - Hashem will 
brush away the tears from everyone's 
cheeks." What better way is there to beg 
Hashem Yisborach to wipe away our tears 
than to say to Hashem Yisborach: "We are 
prepared to wipe away Your tears:' 

We cannot fill the world with Torah, 
but let us resolve to make our homes 
filled with Torah, in addition to the pub
lic shiurim that we attend. We'll prepare 
the shiur, we'll renew the shiur, we'll learn 
with our children, we'll create mo1nents 
to fill our homes with Torah. All of those 
who learn the Daf Hayomi and those 
who have come to show respect to the 
Daf Hayomi students should recognize 
that this gathering on the first day of Seli
chos is a commitment to initiate the era 
of "Umalaa ha'aretz de'ah es Hashem 
kamayim layam mechasim." 
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The Chofetz Chaim explains this 
passuk to indicate that in the time of 
Moshiach, the Ribbono Shel Olam will 
pour forth mei daas (waters of knowl
edge), filling the entire world with de' ah 
es Hashem, with Torah knowledge. 
When you look at the ocean, points out 
the Chofetz Chaim, it's level at the top. 
It would seem that the waters covering 
the ocean floor are of identical depth. 
But we all know that there is a range 
of depths, from the shallow waters at 
the seashore to the depth of many fath
oms of water far off shore. Why is one 

place deep and another place more 
shallow? It depends on the degree to 
which the ocean's bottom is hollowed 
out, on how great its capacity for water 
is . In some places, the ocean floor rises 
like a mountain, and the waters are just 
over the top of the sand, leaving the 
waters very shallow. We may think that 
in the time of Moshiach when the Rib
bono Shel Olam is going to pour the mei 
daas over us, we are all going to be 
equal in our spiritual awareness. But 
whoever has a stronger association with 
Torah is going to receive an addition-
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Rabbi Yosef Frankel: Rabbi Eliezer Ginzburg: 
TEHILLIM MAARIV 

al amount of Torah when the waters are 
poured over him. For as deep as he has 
hollowed himself out, as much as he 
has hewed out a receptical for Torah 
within his own heart, so great will his 
capacity be. 

How much time and effort in galus 
did you give away for Torah? To what 
degree were you maser nefesh for 
Torah? How much did you want to 
appreciate and understand Torah? The 
Ribbono Shel Olam will accordingly 
pour out that great mei daas and will 
fill the depths that you yourself hewed 
out in the difficult times. • 
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Rabhi Yaakov Horowitz: Heshy Gn<.11/Jerger: Rahbi Yisroel Rokowsky: 
KADDISH ANl MAAM!N HADRAN ALACH SHAS 

The scene at Nassau COiiseum 
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EXPLAINED 

WORD BYWORD 
IN CONCISE ENGLISH 
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An Observer's 
Comment. .. 

Reb Avrohom decided to savor the 
trip from Boro Park to the Garden for 
the Siyum by joining the crowds on the 
<(p" train platform, and traveling v,rith 
his fellow celbrants to this event. When 
he stepped out of the subway station at 
34th Street, and made his way toward 
7th Avenue, he was struck by an unusu
al sight: a phalanx of New York City 
police officers standing guard around 
the entrance way. 

" I had to grope for a tissue to dry my 
eyes," said Reh Avrohom. "Last time I saw 
so many police officers together was in my 
village in Hungary, in 1944. They had come 
to round up all the fews of the region to ship 
us away to Auschwitz, to finish us off. But 
not this time. 

"Now the police ivere here to protect us, 
to enable us to celebrate our accomplish
ments in Torah study and to continue learn
ing more. 

"I used up my tissues, but my tears of 
gratitude continued to flow." 

Oaf Yomi Learners! 

Special Offer 
Mesechos Shabbos 

$99.95 
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TENTH SITUM HASHAS Dr. Yitzchok Perle 

Report From Boston 
Hook-up to the Hospital ... and Beyond 

T
he time was 5:45 p.m .... we were 
just finishing Mincha ... I slowly 
approached the podium to 

address the assemblage ... the crowd of 
650, which had been gathering since 
4:45, was larger than any other crowd 
ever gathered in Boston for a Torah pro
ject in recent memory. 

As I had entered Morse Auditorium 
in preparation for the Siyurn, I could
n't help but notice the unusual archi
tecture for a university auditorium, 
including a cornerstone that said 5666 
on one side and 1905 on the other. 
Although it had ivy on its sides, rather 
commonplace in Boston, I was struck by 1 

the large rotunda in the center of the 
building, as well as the large balcony 
upstairs. Fifty years ago, it was actually 
Temple Israel, a reform synagogue, 

Rtll>oi.Aryeh Schechter 

SQFER;S~!:lAM 
IS5841stSt. 
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where ushers 
demanded that all 
men remove their 
head coverings! I 
now knew that 
Morse Auditori
um/Temple Israel 
had come full cir
cle. 

There were stu
dents from Boston 
University (our 
hosts), Harvard, 
MIT, Brandeis -
almost one third of 

the crowd were students .... There were 
members of the Young Israel, Lubavitch, 
NCSYers, representatives from all the 
area day schools. Participants included 
"involved" Jews from New Hampshire, 
Rhode Island, Connecticut, the entire 
state of Massachusetts, even Washing
ton D.C. ... What a sight to behold! As 
diverse a group as I have seen in the last 
18 years that I have lived in Boston. 
Maybe it was the article on the Siyurn 
that appeared on the front page of the 
Sunday Boston Globe. Could it have been 
the word of mouth emanating from the 
two Daf Yorni shiurirn that were cur
rently being given in the Boston area? 
No, it had to have been the students ... 
students from Boston University had 
been active in preparation for the 
Siyurn since March ..... 

The adrenaline in my veins was 
beginning to activate my flight or fight 
mechanism ... I was eager in anticipation 
for a very special moment. The elec
tricity in the air was noticeable ... my 
voice quivered as I spoke. 

Shehechiyanu v'kirnanu, v'higeyanu 
lezman hazeh 1 On behalf of the commit
tee I would like to welcome you to the Tenth 
Siyum HaShas ofDaf Hayomi in memo
ry of the kedoshim who perished in the 
Holocaust. 

"Please imagine for a moment what it 

was like 74 years ago, August 15, 1923 ... at 
the elegant Royal Theater building in 
Vienna, Austria, the scene of the First Knes
sia Gedolah of Agudath Israel. There were 
600 delegates in the audience, just a little 
less than the number of people here today .... " 

Then suddenly, the borrowed cellu
lar phone, which was placed on the 
podium next to the microphones, 
rang ... only one ring. There were goose 
bumps on my arms when I answered the 
phone ... 

At 12:30, earlier that day, I was on my 
way to Sam's Wholesale Club to purchase 
some refreshments for the Siyum that 
would be held in just five hours. My car 
phone rang ... it was my wife. Mr. G. from 
Miami is here with his uncle under the aus
pices of R.O.F.E.H., the Bostoner Rebbe's 
medical chessed organization .... He was at 
Beth Israel Hospital. He needed to be at the 
Siyum HaShas ... he wasn't supposed to be 
in the hospital so long. He wanted to know 
if it was feasible to set up a telephone hookup 
to his hospital bed so that he could hear the 
Siyum ... Without thinking, I said, "Call him 
back and tell him that I will call him with
in the hour to explain the arrangements .... " 

I immediately called Joel, our BU con
tact. "The Morse Auditorium, where the 
Siyum was being held, did not have a phone 
near the podium," he said. With a cellular 
phone in my hand, I realized that modern 
technology created Dial-a-Daf, and now it 
would help us link this choleh from his hos
pital bed to the Siyum .... 

"This is not a regular phone call;' I 
said, as I picked up the phone. "Some
one is sick, in his bed at Beth Israel Hos
pital, who has learned Daf Yorn~ and 
needs to participate in the Siyum. He is 
with us, now. We wish him a refuah 
sheleima." I didn't know how much he 
heard, or how well he heard over the cel
lular ... but I did know that there was a rea
son I remained in Boston, giving up my 
tickets to Madison Square Garden, for 
which I had waited seven and a half years. 
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TENTH SIYUM HASHAS 

O
ur local program was running 
30 minutes behind schedule. 
Then, at 6:50, the lights were 

dimmed, and there was Rabbi Sherer 
making his opening remarks. Everyone 
was riveted to the screen, in a high state 
of emotion, evoking feelings of past gen
erations lost, until the voice of Abish 
Brodt was heard after the actual 
Siyum .... As we watched the dancing 
from Madison Square Garden, sponta
neously, the entire crowd stood up, 
joined hands, and shared the simcha of 
the Siyum HaShas. Everyone together. .. 
unity for Torah, achdus of the highest 
degree. 

As the evening winded down, and for 
several days thereafter, throngs of peo
ple told of the unbelievable feelings of 
pride and genuine excitement that the 
Siyum had created. In conjunction 
with the Siyum, we published a list of 
all shiurim (not just Daf Yomi) in the 
entire state of Massachusetts to be used 
as a resource guide to help spread Torah 
to as many people as possible. The num
ber of Daf Yomi shiurim as well as the 
number of participants in Daf Yomi 
tripled! The Kolle/ has started a new 
Torah class upon the request by a group 
of influential Reform Jews who had 
heard about the Siyum HaShas. Instan
taneous harbotzas haTorah on every 
level.... Just what Rabbi Meir Shapiro 
would have wanted. B 

Report From 
Chicago 

The Unexpected 
Happens 

S
omething of this technical com
plexity and magnitude had never 
been undertaken for a Torah event 

before. Moreover, this city was untest
ed for such an occurrence. This clearly 
placed the odds against our succeeding 
in this endeavor in Chicago. As a mat
ter of fact, advancing into the last week, 
we had sold only eleven hundred tick
ets to a facility that can accommodate 
over two thousand. Now we had to wait) 
to see if the people would come at the 
last minute. 

When the program started with 
Mincha, only a sparse crowd had 
arrived. It looked bleak. However, 
streams of people soon started to form 
at the doors. As we started the repeti
tion of the Shemoneh Esrei, the flow of 
people grew into a river and continued 
to pour into the hall. Mincha ended and 
the lines continued to go on and on. 
Every seat had been filled including 
those on stand-by. We were out of chairs, 
programs and stage bills and the peo
ple kept coming. This all-of-a-sudden 
crowd of over 2,000 sat patiently and lis-

Not just a cheese, 
a tradition... ,,, 
Haolam, the most trusted name in Cholov Yisroel Kosher Cheese. A 
reputation earned through 25 years of scrupulous devotion to quality 
and kashruth. With 12 delicious varieties. Haolam, a tradition you'll 
enjoy keeping. 

All tlaolam Cheese products are made in the U.S.A 
under the strict rabbin"1cal supervision of: 

r"e Wb4...U of K'IW AdaCh Jalwl'lfn 
Wulll-..... lklallt.s, ffY 
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Cbolov Yisroel 

Rabbi Berish Cardash 

tened eagerly along with 70,000 other 
Jews across North America to the pro
gram from Madison Square Garden and 
Nassau Coliseum. 

We had the additional zechus to hear 
words of chizuk and mussar from Rabbi 
Avrohom Chaim Levine, Rosh Yeshiva 
Telshe Chicago, Rabbi Aaron 
Soloveitchik, Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva 
Rabbi Isaac Elchonon and Brisk Chica
go, and Rabbi Paysach Krohn, who was 
flown in especially for the occasion. The 
program reached its zenith with Heshy 
Grunberger's rendition of Ani Maamin; 
one could feel the Kedusha throughout 
the air. 

Before we knew it, we were davening 
Maariv in unison, reading the holy 
words," Shema Yisroel Hashem Elokeinu 
Hashem Echad:' It surely was echad as 
our community, gathered from all 
Orthodox circles to form an aguda achas 
to celebrate the heritage of the Jewish 
people, the Torah. 

Yes, the unexpected happened in 
Chicago. B 
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TENTH SIYUM HASHAS 
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Report From 
Pittsburgh 

A New Dimension of 
Jewish Life 

L
ast night's Siyum HaShas satellite 
broadcast in Pittsburgh was held 
at the United Federation. The 

audience was made up of mostly lay 
people and students. (Many rabbanim 
and other klei kodesh were in New York.) 
The group was captivated by the pre
sentation and for the most part, 
remained in their seats throughout the 
entire Siyum. The broadcast introduced 
the attendees to a whole new dimension 
of Jewish life focusing on daily Torah 
study and Torah leadership. There was 
a feeling of exhilaration touching the 
audience, most of whom were hearing 
Gedolei Torah for the first time. Every
one was moved by the divrei Torah and 
appreciated the opportunity to partic
ipate in an historic Torah event. One 
person said (paraphrasing one of the 
speakers) that it was as close to Maamad 
Har Sinai as he will ever come. Every
one, to one degree or other, felt the 
majesty of the event. B 

DIGEST OF MBFORSHIM 

't)ip? ,n:::i 't>ip? 
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TENTH SIYUM HASHAS Rabbi Nasson Guggenheim 

Report From Montreal 

A Voice from Lublin 

W
ords cannot adequately 
describe the phenomenal 
impact that the satellite link

up of the Tenth Siyum HaShas of Daf 
Yomi had on all of our participants. 
Without exception, everyone left the 
Siyum with a tremendous increase of 
kavod haTorah, dedication to ta/mud 
Torah, and, for those capable, a renewed 
desire to join Daf Yomi. 

A thousand men and almost 500 
women from all walks of Torah life, old 
and young, Sephardi and Ashkenazi, 
Chassidim and non-Chassidim, born 
into fru1n ho1nes and baalei teshuva, 
converged on the Centre des Congres Le 
Pare (Le Pare Convention Center) in 
Laval, Quebec, to be part of this over
whelming Kiddush Hashem. Almost 30 
people came from the nation's capital, 
Ottawa, as well. Many more were turned 
away because of lack of space. 

The live hadran was said by Rabbi 
Pinchos Hirschprung N'"l>":ro, one of the 
foremost, beloved and closest talmidim 
of the Lubliner Rav ';,..:on (at the age of 
14, Rav Hirschprung was already giving 
bechinos to candidates for entering 
Yeshivas Chachmei Lublin - whose 
requirement was knowing 200 blatt of 
Gemora be'al peh). The has'ehala was 
given by the senior Rav of the Chas
sidishe community in Montreal) Rabbi 
Yaakov Yitzchak Neiman N'"l>":ro, known 
locally as the Popa Rav- the mara d' as
ra of the Belzer kehilla in Montreal. 

The Maariv of almost a thousand 
men was breathtaking. And when it was 
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the same. all over, no one was in a rush to leave. 
Some felt as if they were leaving shul on 
Motza'ei Yam Kippur, others just won
dering if the go' el tzeddek had not yet 
come - the same hergeishim those at 
the Garden were having. The aliya was 

'fhe ruchnius inspiration was the 
topic of conversation for days after the 
event. Not a serious complaint was 
heard. What an extraordinary way to 
end the year! II 

Personal responsibility throughout service - NO AFFILIATES 
Originator of the present method - BEWARE OF IMPOSTERS 
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folk. Now, in an important new work, you can 
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Our Russian brothers are as 
much a part of Am Yisroel 

as our own children are. 

Three years ago the Gedolei Torah founded Nechomas Yisroel. 

In this short time over 1800 children ;i'iJJ have been placed 

in Yeshivas and Bais Yaakovs. However the waiting list 

is still very long. If we don't act soon, many Torah-Observant 

children will enroll in Public Schools and lose their Jewish identity. 

Imagine the potential generations of Kial Yisroel being lost n'J1'Jn. 

Don't deny these boys 
a Torah education! 

ACT NOW! SPONSOR A CHILD! 
$75 A MONTH SPONSORS ONE JEWISH SOUL! HOW CAN YOU SAY NO! 

CALL NECHOMAS VISROEL 24·HOUR HOTLINE TODAY 

800•880•7872 
OR MAIL TO: NECHOMAS YISROEL 1160 42nd St., BROOKLYN, NY 11219 718·851-0340 
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Our nurses understand 
what Kashrus means 
to you. 
MJGC Home Care begins with the 
quality care that you would expect 
from Metropolitan Jewish Health 
System. With that comes a tradition 
of caring with the needs of the frum 

MJGC Home Care offers: 

• Skilled nursing 
• Infusion therapy 
• Physical, occupational 

and speech therapy 

community in mind. We train our nurses 
and other health care professionals to be 
responsive to the halachic needs of the 
people we serve. 

• Maternal and child care 
• Nutritional counseling 
• Home health aide 
• Medical equipment and supplies 

Call the LinkLine, (718) 921-8800, 
for your free guide to MJGC Home Care. 

MJGCHOMECARE 
6323 Seventh Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11220-4711 

MJGC Home Care is a certified Medicare/Medicaid provider for the borough of Brooklyn. 
It is a program of Shorefront Jewish Geriatric Center. a participating agency of Metropolitan 
Jewish Health System. 



TENTH SIYUM HASHAS Rabbi Chaim Fasman 

Report From Los Angeles 

T
he Los Angeles Siyum HaShas was 
widely recognized as the Torah 
event of the decade for the com

munity. 1700 people attended; and, 
unfortunately, roughly an additional I 00 
had to be turned away at the door. It is 
believed that another 100 local citizens 
went to New York. The event was held 
in the Hollywood Palladium, a place our 
people would ordinarily shun. Indeed, 
we were privileged to experience the ful
fillment of the words of Chazal, "In the 
future, the theaters and circuses of Ron1e 
will be used by the princes of Judea as 
places for teaching Torah publicly". 

Siyum was organized and conducted by 
Kolle! Los Angeles, it was again chiefly 
coordinated by the Kolle!, in conjunc
tion with Agudath Israel and over 75 
other local shuls and institutions, all 
sponsors of the event. Second, when the 
first Los Angeles Siyum was arranged, 
it never occurred to anyone to program 
it without the traditional seudas 1nitz
va. Thus, now as well, the evening fea
tured a seudas mitzva. Thirdly, every reg
ular participant in a Daf Yomi shiur 
received a beautiful plaque recognizing 
his participation and completion of 
Shas. One hundred and one plaques 
were distributed. 

Nidda), reviewing repeatedly the dafin 
the next cycle. 

Los Angeles was privileged to an elec
trifying speaker and personality, Rabbi 
Gavriel Ginsberg, N .. 1Y'?v Rosh Yeshivas 
Ner Israel of Toronto, who deeply 
inspired the audience with his descrip
tion of the personal experiences and 
virtues of Rabbi Meir Shapiro ':,..~t. 

Siyum number eleven: in Yerusha
layim Ir Hakodesh. And if not, the Hol
lywood Bowl. • 

Rabbi Fasman heads the Kollcl Los Angeles. 

Surely the emotional apex of the 
event occurred when Los Angeles joined 
with over 60,000 others nationwide to 
respond, "Amen yehei shmei rabba;' and 
reached an inspiring crescendo with 
song. 

The event here differed from else
where in several respects. Firstly, because 
15 years ago, and 7 1 \2 years ago the 

Rabbi Yaakov Krause N .. V'?v, mena
hel of Yeshivas Toras Emes, delivered the 
message to the meseiye1ni1n, congratu
lating them upon their achievement and 
challenging them not to be satisfied 
with sailing through Shas, but striving 
to be bnei olam habba, via being shon
eh halachos (see end of Meseches 

1537 50th Street, 
Brooklyn, NY 11219 

(718) 854~2911 

Thanks for Your 
Trust and Support 

For the home care professionals of Metropolitan Jewish 

Health System CMJHS), letters like this one not only mean 

that our efforts have been appreciated, but that our cultural 

sensitivities make a difference. 

We seek to honor the heritage of our founders by continuing 

to serve the Jewish community with top-quality health care and 

an appreciation of special halachic needs. We never forget that 

we're caring for patients and their traditions. 

The best way we can express our thanks for your trust and 

support is to continue to deliver the quality care you expect 

from the participating agencies of MJHS. 

To find out more about the home care and hospice services 

available in your area. please call us at: (718) 921-8800. 
Or. visit us on the World Wide Web at: 

http://metropolitan.org 

Metroi'~llta~J~.\jfis~~~~th SySj:e1n, 
· Ai'roud sl'<in.sqf ()fthe Tenth 
·· Siyum. HaShas ofDafYollli 

JI 
METROPOLITAN JEWISH HEALTH SYSTEM 
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June 13, 1997 

Mr. EJi Feldman 
Executive Vice President 
Metropolitan Jewish Health System 
6323 Seventh Avenue 
Brooklyn, New York Ilzzo 

Dear Mr. Feldman: 

"llll'u•:rr?xi J'1l'Il Jim' 
?'n:i.1 °D'K"I 

:Jl:lKJ.., O'TI p-cr 
?"U<' "'U r°'rl"C 

I would like to express iny sincer . . 
Jewish Health System for all th .e apprec~ation to Metropolitan 
r . e servJCes that it ·d 
n partJCular, my family h" h fi d c: provi es to our community 

d Th ene He iro1n the H C · 
an e Jewish Hospice. ome are department 

It . 
is very comforting to know that there . . 

compassionate and dedicated . . 15 ~ highly professional, 
I I I organization wh1 h · I .. 
w ac w, serving ouc comm . ' c is a so sensitive to unity. 

May Hashem grant you and vour entire ff 
outstanding work Jn them .1 ·r Sta strength to continue youc 

f . · en o yourgoodd d · II .. 
su fenng and enhancing th J' ee s In a ev1at1ng pain and 
grant you and your staff m:nqyuha itlythof life of the elderly, may Hashem 

ea y years. 

Sincerely, 

~,t.;. /"1? /'fl 
r ~a~bi Yoinasen Binyomin Golber 

Rosh Hakollei ger 
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t r·c,o 
and special care. 
At the Jewish Hospice of Greater New York, 
people are important-both patients who 

must cope with a terminal illness and families 
that must cope with the situation. Our skilled 

professionals place a special emphasis on 
making patients more comfortable and 
improving their quality of life, all with an 

understanding of the sanctity of Torah values. 
Patients may direct their own level of care 

based on their individual beliefs and needs. 
And when issues arise that require consulta
tion with a trustworthy posek, our halachic 
advisor, Rav Meyer Scheinberg, is on call 

to assist with any questions that may arise. 

The Jewish Hospice of Greater New York offers: 
• Physician and nurse visits • Nutritional counseling 

• Physical, occupational and speech therapy • Medication and medical equipment 
• Pain management • Bereavement services 

For a FREE guide to The Jewish Hospice 

of Greater New York, 

call (718) 921-7900. 

THE JEWISH HOSPICE 
OF GREATER NEW YORK 

6323 Seventh Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11220-4711 

The Jewish Hospice of Greater New York is a program of The Brooklyn Hospice, 
a participating program of Metropolitan Jewish Health System. 



TENTH SIYUM HASHAS Rabbi Leonard Oppenheimer 

Report from Portland, Oregon 
Beyond Anyone's Wildest Dreams 

I 
imagine that 60 years ago, when 

Portland had a few old European 
Rabbanim, some of them might have 

completed a few mesechtos, if not Shas. 
But in 1997, finishing even one volume 
of the Talmud would be a gargantuan 
feat way beyond the wildest dreams of 
almost anyone here. 

Additionally, for a town that has in 
total perhaps eight or nine shomer Shab
bosfamilies, seeing a few hundred Ortho
dox Jews would be a remarkable sight. 

Sitting, then, with 20 other Jews, and 
looking at a screen on which we could 
see untold thousands of devoutly reli
gious brethren, seemed unreal and 
other-worldly to us. 

Reactions were varied. There was one 
fellow who was thrilled, drinking it all 
up, dreaming of the time that Portland 
would have a few talmidei chachamim, 
perhaps even a kollel or yeshiva, which 
could bring some of the majesty of 
Kavod haTorah to this place. He sat in 
rapture, drinking the words of chizuk, 
and dreamed someday being at home in 
that world. 

There was another fellow, a man 
who has made major strides in kash
ering his home, taharas hamishpacha 
and working towards Shabbos, but 
who has been somewhat resistant 
towards advanced learning. He was 
impressed by the professionalism and 

obvious planning that went into the 
staging of such a huge event, and it was 
interesting to see so many people 
together. He was also strnck by the ded
ication that was evident in that kind of 
commitment to consistent learning. But 
would he ever be able, let alone want, 
to become part of it all? Was he mere
ly intimidated? Was he glad that he is 
living in the kind of community that 
he could be part of? Might it not have 
helped if, in addition to all the great 
rabbis, there would have been someone 
up there whom he could relate to? Per
haps a baa/ teshuva, who had finished 
one Mesechta? (I will certainly show 
him Rabbi Stone's wonderful article in 
the previous issue of The Jewish 
Observer on the topic.) 

Rabbi Simcha Feuermon, CSW 
Psychotherapist 

• Structural Family 
Therapy 

• Marital Counseling 
• Singles Issues/ Premar

ital Counseling 
• Child/School Behavior Problems 
• Chronic Pain/Illness 

Offices located in Queens and Manhattan 
(212) 598-6543 • VoJCe Mm! (718) 595·0524 

And then there was a young man 
who has only just begun coming to our 
shul, who stayed for quite a while, and 
left without saying much. He seemed to 
enjoy it, but I wonder what kind of effect 
it really had. 

As for me, I was very grateful to be 
part of it again, as I did when I was pre
sent at the last Siyum. It was a strong 
reminder of just what I am missing, in 
a place far from a makom Torah. But it 
also gave me a tremendous chizuk, that 
despite the isolation that I sometimes 
feel in being a representative of Torah 
Jewry in this outpost, I know that I am 
part of a strong, large, vibrant and ded
icated core of Kial Yisroelthat will in the 
end prevail. • 

Rabbi Oppenheimer i~ R~-~--o{-C~ngregati~~ 
Kesser Israel in Portland, Oregon. 

Your#1Stop 
For 

Quality Hats 

WE ALSO DRY CLEAN 
& RESHAPE HATS 

r~l\I ~D 00,p,, '"'I 

LARGEST SELECTION 
O'F CHOSONIM Tl'ES 

IN BROOl<LYN 

1368 Coney Island Avenue 
(718) 377-5050 

Ma1or credit cards accepted - We ship UPS 

If you are thinking of moving for Jewish Growth Opportunities ... 

Full Service Community 

• Healthy Job Market 

• Affordable Housing 

• A Nurturing Community 

• Learning Opportunities 

• Community Activities 

BEGIN THINKING MILWAUKEE! 
The Torah Community 

of 
Rabbi Michel Twerski invites your interest 

Sherman Park Jewish Initiative 
1-800-226-3129 

Total Torah Community 

Cheder • 

Bais Yakov • 

Yeshiva Gedola • 

Kolle! • 

Mikveh • 

BEGIN THINKING MILWAUKEE BEGIN THINKING MILWAUKEE BEGIN THINKING MILWAUKEE BEGIN THINKING '-lILWAUKEE 
----- -----
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• Digital Electronics 
• Microprocessor Fundamentals, Interfacing 

& Peripherals 
• Introduction to C Language Programming, 

DOS, Windows, WordPerfect and Lotus 1-2-3 
• Networking Technology using Novell Netware 4.1 

Students will also review basic electricity and linear electronics concepts 

ND CHAllllE far income eligillle applicaals it 
in conjunction with JTPA Must be 22 years old 

fR~~ JOB PlAC~M~Nl A~~l~lANC~ 
UPON COMPlHION 

Cafe KOUL 
(212) 809-5935 

Project 
COPE 

A DiVision of 
Agudath Israel of America 



TENTH S!YUM HASHAS 

I
t is truly a1nazing how Torah assist
ed by technology can create k'vod 
Sharnayin1 to such a tremendous 

degree. 
The week of Rosh Hashana, com

munities around the world had such a 
rare opportunity. Either through their 
local Si yum Daf Ha Yo mi celebration or 
through satellite hook-up to Madison 
Square Garden and Nassau Coliseum, 
the overwhelming outpouring of ahavas 
Torah and ahavas Yisroel was fused 
together and brought about a thunder
ous declaration of ahavas Hashem with 
Shema Yisroel and Yehei shemei rabba. 

May I dare indulge in one-upman
ship? Not for the purpose of pontificat
ing about the virtues of living "Down 
Under;' but rather of adding an extra dose 
to Klal YisroeI's deserved sense of well
being. We have not had an easy go this 
past year. We were blasted all over, be it 
physically in the streets of Bretz Yisroel, 
and figuratively in the media world wide 
(or is that literally?). To end the year with 
such chizukwas certainly in order. To get 
our perspective back into focus as being 
the Arn HaTorah was vital for us as we 
prepared to enter into a new year. 

Well, here in Melbourne, Australia, 
we did not have merely one such event 
of the coming together of Jews from all 
walks of life to celebrate Torah learning, 
we had three! 

On Sunday evening, September 21, 
about 700 people came together at the 
Carlton Crest Hotel to share in the Seu
das Mitzva of the Siyurn HaShas. 
Although the international dateline 
puts us only one day ahead of most of 

Rabbi Yudkowsky is a member of the Lakewood 
Kolle! in Melbourne, Australia. 

The Jewish Observer, November 1997 

Rabbi Moshe Yudkowsky 

View from "Down Under" 
Springtime for Torah Study 

the world, fOr various reasons, 
we moved up our celebrations 
a full week. The event was 
organized by the Daf Ha Yomi 
Shiur givers and participants. 
One of these rnaggidei shiur, 

Rabbi Yosef Fro mer, was awarded by his 
talmidim with a plane ticket to partic
ipate in the joyous gathering in New 
York the following Sunday. The audience 
was uplifted by the inspiring words of 
the evening's speaker, Dayan Chanoch 
Ehrentrau, Rosh Av Reis Din of London. 

The following Wednesday, Septem
ber 24, approximately 600 guests came 
together for yet another milestone. The 
Lakewood Kollel, Kollel Beth HaTal
mud-Yehuda Fishman Institute of Mel
bourne was celebrating, at the close of 

5757, the continuous learning of 5757 
days since the Kollel's opening in the 
year 5742 (do your math). We were even 
fortunate to have greetings in our co1n
memorative journal from Rabbi Sher
er \Vho came up with an appropriate 
gernatria for (5)758- Tannu Rabbanan. 

Finally on Monday morning, Sep
tember 29, from 8:00 a.m. to 12 noon, 
nearly 600 men, women and school chil
dren came to the Kolle! to witness the 
Siyum HaShas in New York. We, how
ever, did not use the conventional one
way transmission via satellite, but rather, 
a two-way !SDN video-conferencing 
system (see side bar). Thus, to the 
amazement of many in North Ameri
ca, and of course Australia, we did not 
only see, but were likewise seen. The feel-

THE YESHJIVA OJF NEW HAVEN 
is now accepting applications for Elul 5758. 

• Shiurim with the 
Rosh HaYeshiva 

• Warm atmosphere 

• Excellent Rebbeim 

• Solid high school 
curriculum 

• Attractive, spacious 
dormitories 

A Mesivta for bochurim interested in serious learning 
and preparing for more advanced general studies. 

N"l:>''.?'ll i)l))'l:>)I) CJn)lJ 'i )"i1ii1 
i"J:l'V'il \!JN, 

195 Norton Street, New Haven, Connecticut 06511 
Approved by State of Connecticut Department of Education 

For applications call (203) 777 -7199 
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ing of togetherness was not much less 
than had we been there in person. (We 
didn't even have to go home in the 
evening downpour, but concluded the 
event in the midst of a glorious sunny 
spring day.) 

0 
ne more point of chizuk. Mon
day was a business day, a pre
cious one at that, being that 

Thursday was Rosh Hashana and the 
week was already cut in half. Never
theless, professionals and business
men alike took time off from their 

THE GUESTS Of HONOR 
will be 

Shimon and 
Deborah Kwestel 

DISTINGUISHED THE 

livelihood to experience a part of life 
that is truly living. 

I
udging by the number of phone calls 
received here in the Kollel both local
ly and from overseas, the Siyum 
Shas celebrations should create an 

ever greater following of Daf HaYomi 
participants. (We have added an addi
tional two such shiurim to the previous 
one just in the Kollel alone.) This, in 
turn, will b'ezras Hashem cause the k'vod 
Shamayim which was spoken of earli
er, to continue well into the future. • 

THE RABBEINU MOSHE 
FEINSTEIN AWARD 

will be presented to 

Mendy and Chana 
Yarmish 

THE REBBETZIN 
RABBINICAL SHACHEIN TOV SIMA FEINSTEIN 

AWARD AWARD AWARD 
will be presented to will be presented to will be presented to 

Rabbi Shloma Joel and Lea Mrs. Eva 
Kahane Kaplan Greber 

:\:~;:~! 

~>~t~~~.~~;':: ..• \Ji~ ,,r Jerfrey;llrt'.!diDmi ·· 

•0rt~,0~~1~rf~~~~i~r~~}~~~$!~~~fnt~li~·e~1·1', 
I4S•ll<:!St··t11;0aqwctY,NeWYorkyN,\';'Jt)OO:t~ {212) 964,2830• ••.FAX:.·(212) 349_;5213 

' "'o-i:t,- ">"'- ' , --, ',, ', "' , , , , ,,, , , ,',, 

32 

The Technical 
Aspect in 

Melbourne: 
ISDN stands for "Inter.national 

Switched Digital Network:' a tele
phone for computers. Using this lat
est video-conferencing equipment, 
which we hired both in Melbourne 
and in New York, we created an 
interactive link-up which not only 
gave us full broadcast, but to the 
delight of everyone, returned the 
proceedings from the Melbourne 
venue, live. 

The significance of this event was 
dearly underestimated! On a per
sonal level, I must confess, I was 
absolutely stunned by the result that 
was achieved. After 15 months of 
sleepless nights, and concerns of a 
last minute technical hitch (that I am 
sure plagued all the organizers), see
ing the event unfold before one's 
very eyes is truly inspiring. 

Even more significant, however, is 
the proven ability to disseminate 
Torah using digital technology. I am 
confident that we will now be able 
to join up live, together with other 
cities, at events such as Agudah Con
ventions. In addition, cities which take 
this technology seriously will be able 
to host guest speakers and partici· 
pate in interactive shiurim, which is 
in itself an unbelievable development. 
The Kolle! in Melbourne is present· 
ly looking into giving shiurim in Syd
ney, Perth and Adelaide. In addition 
we are planning overseas guests to 
visit our shores, on a regular basis. 

Top of the list though, is a Da(Yomi 
shiur for Sydney. 

EZRA ABRAHAMS 

E;ra·Abt;t;am,"th'COtg~ciiif~-;;f·-theM~i: 
bourne link-up to the Siyum HaShas, was 
born in Johannesburg, South Africa. He 
studied in the Gateshead Yeshiva and 
joined the Melbourne Lakewood Kolle! nine 
years ago. 
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TENTH SIYUM HASHAS Dr. Bartha Nelkin 

Report From Baltimore 
Why Three Days Before Rosh Hashana? 

W
hen the notice for the Tenth 
Siyum HaShas arrived, I 
asked, "How could Agudah 

schedule it for three days before Rosh 
Hashana?" My husband, who has been 
faithfully learning Daf Yomi, wisely 
answered, "Because that's when the 
cycle ends." 

On the Shabbos before the Siyum, 
another answer to my question pre
sented itself. Parshas Netzavim, prophet
ically, begins, "You are all standing here 
today" - as would 70,000 Jews around 
the world the next day, to participate in 
the Siyum. Additionally, the Parsha 
contains the command for Hakhel, to 
gather together for the king to read the 
Torah to Kial Yisroel. We remember Who 
runs the world. 

My husband and I divided forces. I 
watched as he, my son, and two grand
sons boarded the bus at Ner Israel Rab
binical College which he had arranged 
for the mechina students - and which 
they converted into a mobile Beis 
Medrash. That bus met two others, and 
having boarded 150 passengers in all, the 
three buses left for Madison Square Gar
den, within five minutes of the sched
uled departure time- a new experience 
for the bus company, according to its 
representative. 

B
y watching on a hookup, we had 
several advantages: we could see 
the faces of the Gedolim and what 

a broad base of Kial Yisroel was attend
ing the Siyum - from old to young, 
Chassidim and Misnagdim. We could 
even glimpse those participating in 
Australia. We viewed the spontaneous 
singing and dancing at Madison Square 
Garden, which was joined by small cir
cles of dancers at the Convention Cen
ter. We were impressed by the discipline 
displayed when they promptly stopped 
for the program to proceed. 
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We learned about Rabbi Avraham 
Schreiber, who, as a young child in 
Europe, decided that he wanted to 
learn Daf Yo mi. He was given a beracha 
for arichas yamim (a long life) by 
Rabbi Chaim Ozer Grodzinski, ?'"lll, who 
encouraged him to learn Daf Yomi. 
Rabbi Schreiber survived the Holocaust, 
has learned Daf Yomi through several 
cycles, and 
was in Madi
son Square 
Garden for 
the Siyun1, 
coming from 
London to 
participate. 

After the 
evening 
ended with 
one unified 
mmyan for 
Maariv, led 
locally by 
Rabbi Shlo
mo Porter, we 
expressed to 

''I wish I could 

speak to a 
frum therapist 
on the phone 
without giving 

my name.'' 

each other our reluctance to leave and 
return to the secular world. We felt we 
had been lifted to unusual spiritual and 
emotional heights by the contacts with 
our Gedolim and their Torah insights. 
We felt charged to go out and be bet
ter. Then I knew the bottom line answer 
to my question, "Why three days before 
Rosh Hashana?" • 

You can! Justcall 
The Yitti Leibel 

Helpline. 
HOURS: 

Monday-Friday ..................... Sam -12pm 
Monday-Thursday ............... 8pm -11 pm 
Sunday ............. 9am -12pm, 9pm -llpm 

718-HELP-NOW 

' 

(718)435-7669 
Chicago (SOO)HELP-023 

· [. Lakewood (908)363-1010 
Cleveland (888)209-8079 

For addiction problems call our 

addiction therapist, Wednesdays 

Il :30pm to 1 :30am 
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The right choice 
or you. 

The Phyllis and Lee Coffey Boro Park Primary Care 
Center is a full-service facility honoring the traditions 
of the frum community. 

When it comes to your family's health care, you want a 
comprehensive health facility that respects your cherished 
traditions. That's why The Phyllis and Lee Coffey Boro Park 
Primary Care Center is an exceptional choice. Our caring 
physicians specialize in internal medicine and pediatrics, 
and are thoroughly educated in the customs and practices 
of your faith. 

Primary Care 24-Hour Urgent Care 
Cdllfor an appointment today! No appointment necessary. 

Pe~ilJtr'IJs 
'•\\y " ' " 

·•· 1t~l1:. ~hil,o~ ~mmunizations 
Annur /llJl§icals 

\ : ... ·' ''!:\:'. ;'%11~ .. 

Treatment for burns, 
cuts, sprains, colds 
and flu 
X-rays and lab testing 
on site 

For the quality care .• (0.,;1~· 
your family deserves afj't1l 
respectful understanding 
of your halachic needs, 
13oro Park Primary Care 
Center is the right 

v Adul 'ff,jcreening 
~;;·:·~i%.· 

Convenient for Boro Park and Flatbush 
Special arrangements for Shabbos and Yorn Tov 

)%\.i~Call 24 hours: (718) 437-5000 
...... J~~; 1002 49th Street, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219 

.~ Care Center•\~ (Directly opposite Maimonides Medical Center) 

,".of Brooktyn··c~i~~nc., a joint venture of MJGC Corp., a participating agency of 
·<·~ii.tan Jewish He3J~t}~fstem, and Maimonides Medical Center. 



TENTH SIYUM HASHAS Sarah Spero 

Report from Cleveland 
A View From the Other Side 

I didn't think I 
would be moved. 

I tend to be cynical 
about these things. It 
would be long. I wouldn't 
understand so much of it. 
How good could the satel
lite reception be? It would
n't start on ti1ne. It was 
geared toward men. It 
would be condescending 
toward women, at best. I 
would be bored. 

I was swamped with work. It had 
been a slow summer. Things were final
ly turning around. I had work to get out 
on a deadline. It was Erev Yorn Tov. I was 
tired. I had been up till four a.m. get
ting out a job that I had promised for 
the next morning. I didn't want to go. 
When Bina Drazin) one of the organiz
ers of the evening, asked me if I was 
planning to attend, I was too embar
rassed to say no, even though I hadn't 
bought a ticket and truly had every 
intention of turning in early. 

I went. 
I will never forget it. 
The auditorium of Heights High 

School, in Cleveland Heights, was filled 
with about I 200 Jewish men, women, 
and children. I sat upstairs. The light
ing there was so poor that I almost 
tripped on the stairs near my seat. Some 
bulbs were burnt out. "Great;' I thought. 
Previews of things to come. As the lights 
dimmed and the visual picture came on, 
I didn't realize how much I would wel
come the enveloping darkness. 

The program would begin with Min
cha. There I stood trying to remember 
the words by heart because I could bare
ly make them out in the slick program 
that had been given to us as we entered. 
Just as well. My eyes were too filled with 
tears. Time and time again something 
in me was touched. If you closed your 
eyes, you could hear the echoes of past 
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generations. Here I stood as part of the 
worldwide Tenth Siyum HaShas and I 
was overwhelmed. 22,000 men, women 
and children stood in Madison Square 
Garden with the overflow crowd of 
I 7 ,000 in the Nassau Coliseum. And 
everywhere across America and the 
world we all stood to show our unity 
with the Torah. Our celebration of hav
ing completed seven and a half years of 
studying the Gemora ... one page at a 
time, for the tenth time, since the idea 
was presented at a worldwide Agudath 
Israel convention in Europe in 1923. 

One of the speakers, Rabbi Yis
sachar Frand of Baltimore, made the 
point so clearly. One person can make 
a difference. One man, Rabbi Meir 
Shapiro. One idea. And look how that 
one idea had changed the lives of so 
many. If not as an active DafYomi shiur 
participant, than as a friend, neighbor, 
wife, mother or child. It was a show of 
pride. Unbelievable Jewish Pride. It was 
a show of unity. Jewish Unity. And it 
wasn't limited to one community or 
neighborhood. 

I
f I didn't understand the words, I 
looked at the pictures on the screen. 
The language I did understand pen

etrated my heart. The words I did not, 
were heard by my soul. I will never for
get the "Amein yehei shemei rabba" that 
is part of the Kaddish that was recited 

To the Magidei Shiur 
of the Tenth Siyum HaShas 

ofDafYomi at 
Young Israel of Riverdale 
Rabbi Mordechai Willig N"v>'ro 

Daniel Retter 

Dr. Yosef Fink 

Rabbi Yeshaya Greenwald 

Rabbi Siggy Handelman 

Tani Mirsky 

Dr. David Reich 

Dr. Harvey Rosenfeld 

Dr. Menachem Rubin 

Alain Spira 
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numerous times during the evening. The 
Shema Yisroel said that night in unison, 
in Cleveland, shook the ceiling tiles. It 
stirred in me the gratitude of belonging 
to a wondrous people. The spontaneous 
dancing that began in Madison Square 
Garden caught on in Cleveland, and we 
watched as they danced in the aisles. It 
was a professionally run program that 
had been timed to accommodate speak
ers at the Garden and the Coliseum, with 
local participation taking place when 
they cut away. We heard the finishing of 
the DafHaYomiand we began learning 
again. The sheer joy. 

Our son was in the Garden. He had 
traveled in from Silver Springs, Mary
land, where he lives, and he got home 
at four a.m. He got up at six a.m. to go 
to minyan to begin his day. He told me 
that he apologized to his students in the 
day school where he teaches, but that 
today he would talk about the Siyum and 
what he had heard, experienced and felt. 
He talked and he cried and he shared the 
inspiration, the dancing, the singing and 
the genuine awe of what he had seen. 

0 
ur tradition teaches us that we 
all stood at Sinai together to 
receive the cforah. Every man, 

woman and child of every future gen
eration. 

That is what it must have been like. 
And I was there. • 

tl'>l:J. '>l:J. 11"1'\?J 
''V'?'V p?n 

by Rabbi Y. H. Henkin 

$28 plus SS postage• PO Box 35173 leru<11l•m · 

TO HELP YOU STOP 
WATCHING T. V. 

READ "TORAH-VISION," NOT T.V. 
If you would like to know how to stop, 

we will send you a free copy. 
II you send us a mailing list, 

we will send out copies. 
Please write: YESHIVA FUND 
Box 82, Staten Island, NY 10309 

Or call: 718-948-2548 
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DATELINE: COLUMBUS Dr. Charles Libicki 

Report from the Garden 

I. THE EVENT 

The participation of our 
contingent from 
Columbus was entire

ly thanks to the foresight 
and persistence of Thomas 
Schottenstein. Tuviah made 
the arrangements and pro
cured both the event and the 
airline tickets. "Last siyum, I 
was so naive, I thought that you could 
just call up, buy a ticket and walk in. Of 
course, I didn't get in. But at that 
moment, I made a resolution that I was 
not going to 1niss the next siyum. So as 
soon as the announcement went out to 
the general public, I called. The line was 
busy for two solid hours, but I finally got 
through. Once I did, a lady said, ''I'm 
sorry, we're sold out." Prior to the gen
eral announcement, invitations had 
been sent to the leaders of the DafYomi 
groups. They, their friends and families 
snapped up all available tickets. 

"Please;' I said, "I'1n from Columbus, 
. Ohio, and I've got a group together that 
wants very badly to be a part of this." 

"Hold on;' she said. «How many tick-

Dr. Libicki, a scientist by profession, was among 
the first participants in the Daf Yoini in Con
gregation Ahavas Shalo1n, vvhcn Rabbi Jonathan 
Rosenberg launched it. 

THE SHIDDUCH 
ANTHOLOGY 

Ttue stories - amusing or amazing 
stories, stories of courage and 
kindness, are being gathered to 

· encourage those who are currently 
walking life's journey alone. 

Please send entries to: 
Bashert, 6430 N. Mozart, 

Chicago, IL 60645 
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els do you need?" 
«Give me five ... no, 10 ... um, 15. Can 

you make 25?" 
(''fwenty-two is the maximum I can 

get you:' 
They had reserved, I think, a block 

of tickets for people from around the 
country. They really wanted to make this 
a world-wide event as much as possible. 
Luckily for us, they consider Columbus 
to be complete Galus. It's going to be a 
tremendous event. 

O
ur group included the rabbis of 
three Columbus Orthodox con
gregations. The scene of the 

three, sharing the back seat of the black 

stretch limo from the airport gate, 
formed a memorable image. We 
had two veterans of the previous 
Siyum HaShas: Rabbi Stavsky 
still carries the ticket stub in his 
pocket as a segula, a precious 
jewel. Rabbi Greenberg, as he left 
the event last time was bid by the 
parking lot attendant, "See you in 
seven and a half years." I asked 
Rabbi Greenberg, "Did you 

believe him?" "Sure:' 
The massing of Orthodox Jews of all 

shapes and shades at Madison Square 
Garden was truly a sight to behold. We 
were told to arrive at 4:00, but the gates 
did not officially open until 4:30. 
(Security for the event was extremely 
high, but it was a testament to the pub
lic officials that it was not heavy-hand
ed, nor even intrusive.) The security 
guards were kept busy maintaining 
order in the assemblage, shouting out 
instructions and admonitions in Eng
lish and Yiddish. This proved a foretaste 
of the evening. Equally split between 
instruction and admonition, half in 
English and half in Yiddish. 

When your son can't learn •.. 
When your daughter is failing ... 
When your student doesn't understand ... 

Unconvenlional Reuv"" Ellcins 
ll T. J Tor.b p,,.,,,..dlm on lb. Cb1JJ Who H., 
W iS Olli D1ff1cullr L..,.,.9 

Veteran mechanech and learning specialist, Rabbi Reuven Elkins discusses 
the challenges that we, as parents or educators, face in ensuring that every child 
reaches his or her potential~ even when learning doesn't come easy. 

Unconventional Wisdom looks at what Chazal have to say about the learning 
process and offers practical guidance for parents and educators, as well as 
fascinating interviews with gedolim - including R. Simcha Wassennan zt"I, R. 
Shlomo Freifeld zt"f, and yb"f R. Chaim Pinchas Scheinberg, R. Reuven 
Feinstein, R. Avraham Pam, and R. Shmuel Kamenetsky. 

A TARGUM PRESS Book 
Distributed by FELDHEIM PUBLISHERS 200 Airport Executive Park, Nanue~ NY !0954 
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0 
n entering the hall, we were 
immediately struck by the 
expanse and the contrast. Gaze 

up at the ceiling, and all the hardware 
was set for a sporting event - with the 
bright lights, the monitors, and boom 
cameras, all draped in flags. But gaze 
down below, and you saw no ordinary 
team of athletes on the field. The Gar
den was filled with Jews who had 
assembled for the sole purpose of pay
ing tribute to the study of the Oral Law, 
and to those who, through the genera
tions, have supported it. 

The contrast between our gathering 
and a sporting event was hard to miss. 
At a sporting event, you might have the 
"human wave" in which the cheer is 
passed from row to row, propagating 
through the confetti-colored mass of 
fans. Here, where the olam, our nation, 
stood in our bi-tonal splendor, shuckling 
in our prayers, the appearance was like 
the turbulent surface of the sea, tossed 
about by a wind that no one can see, yet 
everyone can feel. And when the Kaddish 
response, "Yehei shmei rabba mevo
rach," echoed from tens of thousands of 
mouths, and when the call "Shma Yis
roel, Hear 0 Israel;' cried out from the 
depths of the Garden, the effect was over
whelming, the heart could hardly be 
restrained from flying from its cage. 

II. DAF YOMI MUSINGS 

T
he point cannot be made too 
strongly that Daf Yo mi is not like 
other types of Torah learning. Daf 

Yomi, because of its unrelenting and 
unforgiving regularity, is like a march. 

KARKAIN 
ERETZ YISKOEL 

i"ll'V 120 in~? 

Eretz Hachaim · Beth Shemesh 
Har Menuchoth · Har Hazeisim 

Rabbi Gavriel Beer will ir~N be in the 
States from November 18 - December 18 
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for appointment or information please 
call 718·336·9083 or fax 718·375·0890 

in Israel OI 1·972·2·641·1923 

There is no time to "stop and smell the 
roses." On the contrary, sometimes you 
realize that you've just trampled a few. On 
the other hand, there is the exhilaration 
of all those marching at your side, with 
the common goal of the conquest of Shas. 
At your side are not only the fellow stu
dents in the room with you (including 
those who this morning are asleep, but 
no doubt will be here tomorrow), but all 
those in all the shiurimworld-wide. And, 
as was pointed out at the Siyum HaShas, 
the link spans not only miles but also gen
erations, through ten cycles of DafYomi, 
75 years. From there, the circle may be 
extended, without too much difficulty, 
back through the centuries of Jewish 
scholarship, to include as well the Rab
bis of the Mishna and the Gemora, all 
crowded together in one room. 

The breathlessness, even naivete (and 
here I refer to the students, certainly not 
the teacher, our maggid shiur), actually 
increases our intimacy with its authors. 
Our conversation proceeds in ((real 
time." As in a real conversation, we can't 
break the rhythm and the sense by ana
lyzing individual words and phrases, and 
we are impelled to keep up our end of 
the conversation. We don't immerse our
selves so deeply that we lose our own 
orientation and perspective. 

Definitely something is gained as well. 
The Daf Yomi becomes a fixed point in 
our daily existence - like brushing your 
teeth, but more meaningful. And since 
it has inherent meaning, this meaning 
insinuates itself into the very rhythm and 
cadence of your life. The issues that were 
not quite resolved in the Daf resurface 
at dinner - at which time the whole 

FULL SERVICE BROKER 

ADAM Z. RICE 
TRIPP & CO., INC. 

Specialists - Tax Free Bonds 
Lstablished 1938 

Member NASD & SIPC 

212-608-4710 
800-212-1013 

40 Rector Street, Ne\v York 10006 
Fax 212-608-9796 

family become participants. Everything 
you see during the day can serve to prick 
the fabric woven during the course of 
your learning. VVhen you see a constel
lation in the sky, you may think, ein 
mazal b'Yisroel, there is no magical div
ination for Israel. When you're cut off in 
traffic, you may think of the damages 
caused by speeding that are discussed in 

' Tractate Babba Kamma. When you tie on 
your black shoes, you may recall the story 
of the unfortunate who was arrested for 
the crime of wearing black shoes. 

The study of Shas is like a journey to 
the center of Judaism. And if you have 
only done selected portions, or have yet 
to embark, you may not realize how var
ied a journey it is. There is the precise 
and mincing delineation of halacha, of 
course, for which the Talmud is best 
known, but there are also delightful sto
ries and adventures) profound discus
sion oflife's inevitable tragedies, guide
posts for constructing a proper life, 
health tips, which are plainly mysteri
ous to the contemporary ear, and keen
ing for the loss of the Holy Temple and 
the destruction of the land and its peo
ple, that are filled with such pathos and 
immediacy that you feel it happened 
only yesterday. 

!
joined Rabbi Jonathan Rosenberg's 
DafYomi in 1992. All these feelings, 
welled up again as I witnessed the 

Siyum HaShas at Madison Square Gar
den. Rabbi Rosenberg is beginning a 
new cycle, along with the world-wide 
Daf Yomi, with Berachos and the ques
tion, "When do we recite the evening 
Shema?" Tune in. • 

~ Invei ,...\\I'\ 
cr~"c Hagef en ~C,S(r 
~~(... ( The Shidduch service b .. L for older singles 

t, A project of N'shei 
Agudath Israel with 

Agudath Israel of America 

6619 13th Avenue, Brooklyn. NY 11219 
TeL (718) 256-7525 •Fax (718) 256-7578 
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THOUGHTS THE DAY AFTER 

To the Editor: 
Yours Truly, A Maggid Shiur 

!
haven't written until now because I 
felt that whatever I would say has 
been said 22,000 times. Everyone 

whom I have met has expressed the 
san1e enthusiastic senti1nents. Yet, as 
we've done so often, I wanted to share 
my thoughts with you. 

From a technical point, the gather
ing and the Siyum were as close to per
fection as one could imagine. The most 
appropriate people were chosen for 
every aspect. The timing was astound
ing. Many people found it hard to 
believe that our own frum Jews could 
have orchestrated such a perfect event. 

But as we all know, the enormous 
success for the evening was, to a great 
degree, attributable to the intangible. To 
whom should we attribute that part of 
the evening? 'Who sensitizes us to the 
Shechina amongst us? 

We can often grasp the whole by 
defining a small part. Let me share a very 
small fraction of one person's experience 
that evening. It was a moment that I felt 
the gentle warmth of the spirit that qui
etly radiated from beneath the high 
powered program. 

I had the privilege of sitting behind two 
sons of a highly regarded Rosh Yeshiva. As 
many of the assembled danced in circles, 
the two men locked arms with one anoth
er and danced together with the olam 
from their seats. Talmidei chachamim of 
their caliber experience things more 
intensely than most of us. The kedusha 
that emanated was palpable even from 
behind them. I found myself thinking of 
the Gemora in the Yerushalmi where Rav 
Yehuda HaNassi said that he attained his 
greatness because he once saw Rabbi Meir 
from behind. 

What was it that I sensed stirring in 
then1? They weren't dancing alone. 
They were standing alongside their 
seats on the dais, but they were in the 
aisles. They were feeling (albeit in their 
own special way) the great privilege to 
be part of the Am Hashem - people 
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dedicated to Hashem and His Torah. 
We were proud of each other. We were 
privileged to be part of one another. 
We were inspired by each other. We 
had hopes and aspirations for one 
another, and the future of Kial Yisroel. 

There were 22,000 Yidden who 
were actually thinking about our rela
tionship to Hashem. It was incredible. 

From everything that I have ever 
learned, it is dear there is only one thing 
that can bring forth such an outcome, 
and that is, that those who organized the 
event, and toiled to make it work so per
fectly must have meant lesheim Shamay
im. There is just no other way that it 
could have happened. They did far more 
than organize the program. They gave 
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Abaye said: "When I witness a 
con1pany of Rabbis completing a 
Mesechta, I make a celebration for 
them (i.e., the talmidim - Rash;)." 
Shabbos l l 8b- J l 9a 

the event its neshama. 
We were given a great gift. We were all 

part of a demonstration of':>ITTiinir.n>:J'lJ 
and we felt it as well. It certainly will 
inspire us to face the future. Our hopes 
and prayers are that Hashem will also be 
aroused to shower us with siyata diSh
maya in our endeavors. • 
The author of the above letter has been saying 
a DafYomi shiur for the past 7 112 years in a 

New jersey suburban comrnunity. 
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THOUGHTS THE DAY AFTER: 

Same Night, Another Venue 

!
cringe in disappointment when 
hearing discussion about the incred
ible Siyum HaShas, for I personal

ly was unable to attend. 
I did, however, attend a different 

siyum that night. And although it may 
not have been as magnificent outward
ly, perhaps on a deeper level, it was just 
as meaningful. 

Rav F. is a familiar sight in Yeshiva 
Rabbi Chaim Berlin. He is 11"))i' a zakein 
mufiagin his eighties, and he comes daily 
to the yeshiva to learn. Although he tries 
to remain as inconspicuous as possible, 
he does attract a lot of attention as he 
walks up and down the aisles looking for 
a chair or a sefer. The bachurim jump up 
to assist him in any way, and he tries to 
minimize it with a wave of his hand and 
a profuse yasher ko'ach. Recently he sub
stituted his magnifying glass with the 
huge Gemora pages made for the legal
ly blind. It is really special to watch him 
pore over the pages, his eyes nearly 
touching the paper, in his attempt to dis
cern the words. 

On the night that Kial Yisroel was 
«out" celebrating the siyum, I went as 
usual to the yeshiva to daven Maariv. 

After davening I heard a hoarse whis
per asking in Yiddish for a minyan. It was 
Rav F. 

Slowly ten people gather. And as the oth
ers see who the mesayeim is, they too join, 
until eventually the whole Beis Midrash 
crowds around as Rav F. begins reading the 
last words of Mesechta Nidda: Tanna 
d'vei Eliyahu, kol hashoneh halachos 
bechal yom muvtach lo shehu ben olam 
habba "There are many facets of Torah," 
explains Rav F. "Aggada, Drush and more. 
But it is only if you learn a halacha each 
day that you are guaranteed a share in the 
World-to-Come." By this time one could 
hear a pin drop. Slowly, falteringly, his eyes 
almost touching the paper, Rav F makes out 
the words of the hadran. 

My eyes become wet ... He continues, 
"Modim anachnu lach I thank you 
Hashem that you placed me amongst those 
who dwell in the house of study and not 
amongst those who dwell in the corners .... 

"Yehi ratzon milfanecha ... May it be 
Your will that just as You have helped me 
to finish Mesechta Nidda and all ofShas, 
so may Your presence be with me to begin 
other sefarim and finish them ... . 

"Vezechus kol hatannaim ... May the 

f)}(iscove1· how our 1 
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merit of all the sages and Torah scholars 
uphold me and my descendants, that the 
Torah shall never waver from my mouth nor 
the mouths of my children's children, for
ever .... 

"Hashem oz le'amo yitein Hashem 
yevorech es anio bashalon1." 

By now there isn't a dry eye in the room. 
'Yisgadel v'yiskadesh shmei rabba" 
As soon as Kaddish was over, the 

room erupted into a thunderous" Mazel 
Tov.'' Pandemonium reigned as every
one swarmed around the mesayim like 
a chassan to shake his thin frail hand, to 
be part of his simcha and be part of him. 
And indeed he did look like a chassan. 
My turn came. My thick trembling 
hands touched his fingers." Maze/ Tov." 

"Garn attem, gam attem," he replied, 
you too, you too. "Im yirtzeh Hashem, 
next time both you and I will make a 
Siyum HaShas.'' 

Amen, I whispered with as much 
kavana as I could muster. 

Someone in the crowd called out 
"Vifill moll hot yir shoin ge'endigt Shas?" 
How many times did you go through 
Shas? 

His mind groped," Finif mohl," came 
the answer. Five times. 

"Im yirtzeh Hashem another five 
times," the questioner continued. 

«Amen," said Rav F. "Garn attem, gam 
attem, you too, you too." 

The crowd burst into song," Baruch 
Hu Elokeinu shebaranu lechvodo." A cir
cle formed. It got bigger and bigger until 
a huge ring went around the length of 
the beis midrash, as they continued on. 
"Vehivdilanu min hato'iJn venossan lanu 
Toras emes." The air was ecstatic. I looked 
at Rav F's shining face and I imagined 
Rabbi Yonason ben Uziel, a fire ringing 
around him, created by the holiness of 
his Torah. 

I don't know the effect it had on any
one else, but as for myself, I came home 
that night and learned a daf Gemora. • 
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>rogress Ren.ort 

FULFILLING OUR COMMITMENT 
The Swiss banks are achieving significant progress towards 
resolving the issue of dormant World War II-era accounts in a fair 
and open manner. 

Our major initiatives to date include: 

•Identifying Dormant Accounts 
The Swiss banks are committed to identifying all accounts that could 
have belonged to victims of Nazi persecution. 
In addition to conducting their own search for dormant 
accounts, the Swiss banks are providing complete access and 
assistance to hundreds of forensic auditors working for the 
Independent Committee of Eminent Persons, chaired by Paul A. 
Volcker and comprised of prominent Jewish and Swiss leaders. 

•Helping Needy Holocaust Survivors 
The Swiss banks are committed to helping needy Holocaust survivors. 
Earlier this year, the three largest Swiss banks, Credit Suisse, 
Swiss Bank Corporation, and UBS, contributed 100 million 
Swiss francs ($70 million) to establish a special fund for victims 
of the Holocaust. Other Swiss banks and Swiss industry 
have since contributed an additional 80 million Swiss francs 
($55 million). With a pledge of 100 million Swiss francs from 
the Swiss National Bank, the fund now has a total of 280 million 
Swiss francs ($194 million). The Fund's board consists of 
representatives of Jewish organizations and private Swiss 
citizens and is chaired by Rolf Bloch, leader of the Swiss Jewish 
community. Proceeds from the Fund will soon be distributed 
to Holocaust survivors in Eastern Europe. 

•Publishing Dormant Accounts 
The Swiss banks are committed to publishing dormant accounts. 
In July, the Swiss banks published an initial list of World War II-era 
dormant accounts of non-Swiss customers in newspapers 
around the world and established an Internet site. The Swiss 
banks also established five international contact offices staffed 
by the accounting organization of Ernst & Young that was 
engaged to help rightful owners file claims. 

•Creating An Expedited Payment Process 
The Swiss banks are committed to returning assets to their rightful 
owners quickly, easily and without cost to claimants. 
To accomplish this objective, the banks have established a cost
free, expedited payment process, which is being supervised by 
an independent, international panel operating under relaxed 
standards of proof. Claims from the July list are now being 
processed and payments will be made shortly. 

This progress demonstrates both the leadership and the 
seriousness of the Swiss banks in addressing and resolving this 
complex issue. 

New Information Available 
On October 29, the following World War II-era 
accounts will be published: 
m Dormant passbooks and savings accounts of 

non-Swiss citizens. 
m: Dormant accounts of non-Swiss citizens 

that have been identified as a result of the 
Swiss banks' ongoing search. 

w Dormant accounts belonging to Swiss citizens. 

Call Our Contact Offices 
If you wish to review these lists, please fill out the 
Information Kit Request Form and mail it to the 
nearest Ernst & Young contact office listed below. 
You will receive an Information Kit that includes the 
lists, fully describes the claims process, and explains 
how to file a claim. 
*Ernst & Young LLP,c/o Dormant Accounts 

PD Box 1880, Radio City Station, New York, NY 10101,+1-212-344-0610 

~Kost Levary and Forer, c/o Dormant Accounts 
2 Kremenetski Street, Tel Aviv, Israel 67899, +972-3-623-2559 

'}!; ATAG Ernst & Young, c/o Dormant Accounts 
AeS('hengraben 9, P.O. Box 2149, CH-4002 Base! 
Switzerland, +41-61-272-08-11 

!? Ernst & Young Kft, c/o Dormant Accounts 
1146 Budapest, Hermina tit 17, Hungary, +36-1-343-5117 

AA Ernst & Young, c/o Dormant Accounts 
The Ernst & Young Building, G.P.0. Box 2646 
Sydney, N.S.W. 2001, Australia, +61-2-9248-5736 

If you have already received an Information Kit from 
Ernst & Young, an updated kit will be mailed to you 
automatically. 

Use Our Toll-Free Number Or Web Site 
If you have any questions or need assistance, please 
call the following toll-free number: 1-800-662-7708 

You can also search for dormant accounts and review 
other pertinent information at the Swiss Bankers 
Association's Internet site: 
http://www.dormantaccounts.ch 

r----------------------------1 
I Information Kit Request Form I 
I I 
I Please send me information about the Claims Process: I 
I I 
1 Name l 
I I 
I&- I 
I I 
! City State __ Zip Code __ I 
I I 
: Country _______________ _ 

: Daytime Phone:-------------

: Please specify preferred language: 

I 0 English 0 Yiddish 0 Hebrew 0 German 0 Spanish : 

I 0 Czech D Hungarian 0 Italian 0 Polish 0 French l 
I I 
! D Portuguese D Romanian 0 Russian 0 Bulgarian 0 Dutch ! 

L----------------------------~ 

SWISS BANKERS ASSOCIATION~ 
SWISS BANKERS 
ASSOCIATION 

ASSOCIATION SUISSE 
DES BANQUIERS 

SCHWEIZERISCHE 
BANKIERVEREINIGUNG 



TuOUGHTS THE DAY AFTER Dr. Leslie Bennett 

Report from a Man of 
Enhanced Vision 

T
his is not a story about my father
in-law. Please don't get me wrong 
-he's a great guy. More than that 

- he's an outstanding baal middos, like 
the subject of those ArtScroll biographies. 

In truth, just like them. He's had his 
share of curve balls thrown at him by life. 
You wouldn't know it by looking at him. 
He doesn't complain about the fact that 
he is sight-impaired - despite the 
extremely limited vision he has in his one 
remaining eye. In fact, he uses every 
opportunity to say "Baruch Hashem" for 
any improvement that comes along. He 
practically made a seudas hoda'ah when 
a talented optician in Boro Park found 
him new kind of lenses that helped to 
lift the curtain of darkness. At the same 
time, however, he would hasten to cor
rect me for mentioning these difficulties. 
We both know that the dozens, if not 
hundreds, of eltere Yidden being helped 
into Madison Square Garden by their 
off springs or talmidim for the I 0th 
Siyum HaShas are far more deserving of 
the term "disabled." He only had to ask 
5 or 6 people to be directed/led to his 
seat. No, this is not about my father-in
law but about what he saw last night -
a vision that only a privileged few are 
granted. I'm not referring to the view on 
the L.l.R.R. of the eager faces on the way 
to the Garden, and not to the sight of the 
thousands of ordinary but extraordinary 

Dr. Bennett, a physician, lives in Kew Garden 
Hills, NY. 
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people entering the building, or, once 
inside, to the panorama from his seat. 
He saw all that and more: things that the 
rest of us saw and things that only he was 
able to see with his special chush. 

He saw the outstanding rebbe'im, 
maggidei shiut; roshei yeshiva. 

He saw the spontaneous outburst of 
dancing that swept the hall upon the 
completion of Shas. 

He was overcome by emotion by the 
Klausenberger's fiery words and by 
Rabbi Pam's brilliance with the first 
Mishna in Berac/ws. 

He even noticed the mechitzos 
behind which sat the supporters of 
Torah: the n'shei chayil, without whom 
none of this could have taken place. 

He took all this in, and the content
ment and happiness were clearly writ
ten on his face. But there was more: 

He saw three dorosofhis own who have 
been changed immeasurably by the Daf 
He saw his own children and son-in-law 
whose learning has been enhanced. And 
he sat next to a grandson whose abilities 
had been more than transformed. This 
einekefs transcendence is so remarkable 
that the young man cried with disbelief of 
his own accomplishment when he made 
a siyum on Niddah the Shabbos before to 
honor his great-grandfather's Yahrzeit. 

"Just a few years ago, reaching the far 
side of the moon would have been more 
likely;' was his explanation for the lump 
in his throat. And the yungerman almost 
cried with happiness the morning after 
the Siyum, when 30, instead of the usual 
7, people showed up to start Berachos at 
the shiur he had started in Flatbush. 

What my father-in-law was palpably 
able to see exceeded even this glimpse 
of the hemshech hadoros. 

Despite his personal travails, depite 
the calamities that had beset the tzib
bur, he was able to see the future. The 
Siyum accomplished far more than any 
human being can grasp. The Siyum gave 
my father-in-law a sight way beyond his, 
or our, ability to see. It gave my father
in-law a vision of Moshiach. • 

BQ()~S Shaarei Orah: A 
D !tt..I ·. .

1 

.. ' Definitive Rendition 
I 1'111 , of HaRav Meir Tzvi 

RE~' W Bergman's Classic 
Commentary on the 

Weeldy Sidrah, by Yaakov Lavon (Yeshiv
as Rashbi Publications, 1997, 447 pages) 

T
his is an English version of Rabbi 
Bergman's acclaimed Hebrew 
work, published by his yeshiva in 

Bnei Brak. We are assured in the foreword 
that much effort has been expended to 
ensure the accuracy and readability of the 
translation. The book contains one or two 
essays on each sidra of the Torah, and an 
additional section titled "Festivals and 
Jewish Life" (the latter area represented 
by articles on Sheva Berachos, child-rear
ing and self-education). The essays are 
neither complex nor overly long, which 
makes sense pedagogically and allows the 
reader to appreciate the author's brilliance 
more easily. 

That brilliance is manifest in many 
ways, two of which being his use of seem
ingly unrelated material to elucidate the 
issue at hand, and his profound and novel 
understanding of basic concepts and 
principles. Both strengths are exhibited, 
for instance, in his essay on Parshas 
Noach. There Rashi declares Noach "a 
man of small faith" because he did not 
enter the ark until the rising water 
forced him in (Bereishis 7,7). But, ques
tions Rabbi Bergman, the Torah itself 
attests that Noach was "a righteous man, 
wholehearted in his generation:' Further, 
Noach labored 120 years to construct the 
ark. How could he not have believed in 
the Flood?! These questions, and the 
author's breathtaking knowledge of Shas 
and Midrash, take him far afield, to Rabbi 
Yochanan's description of the stones that 
will be used to rebuild Jerusalem in the 
Messianic era (Bava Basra ?Sa), for a pen
etrating analysis of what true faith is. 

For those who are unable to access the 
original Shaarei Orah, this English ren
dition is an admirable substitute. • 

RABBI N ESANEL KASNETT 
···-·· .... _. ''' ''' '''"''''' """"' 

Rabbi Kasnett is a senior editor of the 
ArtScroll Shas, and is author of three books of 
essays on Torah thought: A Future and a Hope, 
Ancient Mountain, Timeless Hills, and Kayin 
and Revel. 
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Rabbi Yosef Gavriel Bechhofer 

The Other Oaf Yomi ... 

L
et me clarify something up front: 
I am not a Gerrer Chassid. 

You sec, generally, when I tell people 
that I teach a shiurin DafYomi Yerushal-
111i, the first question they ask 1ne is 
whether I am a Gerrer Chassid. After I 
assure them that I am not, they then ask 
if I have any Gerrer yichus at all. When 
I deny even remote affiliation to Gerrer 
Chassidus, they seem somewhat bewil
dered. Let me explain. 

Like many of you, I was thrilled to 
be in Madison Square Garden and par
ticipate in the recent Siyum HaShas of 
the DafYami in Talmud Bavli. For me, 
it was the first time through Shas. It was 
an even greater zechus to do so as 
maggid shiur. 

As we began to draw near the end of 
Shas, I began to feel the urge to learn Tal
mud Yerushalmi. After all, aren't we 
encouraged as bnei Tarah to learn kol 
ha Torah kulla (the entirety of the Torah 
- shebichsav v'shebe'al peh)? I knew that 
the Moetzes Gedolei Ha Torah, at the last 
Knessia Gedolah in 1980, at the urging 
of the then Gerrer Rebbe, the Lev Sim
cha, 7''llt, had initiated a cycle' in Talmud 
Yerushalmi (thus, the association of 
Yerushalmi study with Gerrer Chas
sidus). At first, I found it difficult to even 
find a luach for the DafYomi Yerushal
mi. When I finally got one, it was just 
before the Yerushalmi cycle began Seder 
Nashim. I tried to start a shiur. No luck. 

Rabbi Bechhofer is the Rosh Kollel of Yeshivas Beis 
HaMidrash LaTorah and the Noble Night Kollel 
in Skokie, IL, as well as Mora D' asra of Cong. Bais 
Tefilla in Chicago, IL. His most recent contribu
tion to these pages was" Der Auf~tieg. Dr. Nathan 
Birnbau1n 7":v,Ascent and Agudah," May'97. 
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This past year, the DafYomi Yerushal
mi made its fourth Siyum - on Thurs
day, 4 Adar II, 5757. I eagerly awaited 
that day, hoping the accompanying 
publicity would spark some real inter
est on the study of Yerushalmi, as I was 
intent on beginning a shiur that night, 
with the new cycle. You probably missed 
all the publicity. So did I. Not a single 
essay, even a notice or advertisement, in 
any English language Orthodox peri
odical or newspaper. 

Nevertheless, the shiur began - and 
it continues! To the best of my knowledge, 
we are the only English language DafYomi 
Yerushalmi shiur in the world at the 
moment- although I will be very happy 
if son1eone can refute that assertion.2 

Talmud Bavli achieved prominence 
over Talmud Yerushalmi because the 
Amoraim in Ravel had access to the pre
viously completed Yerushalmi and 
incorporated its wisdom in their delib
erations. (The "Amoraic" period ended 
earlier in Eretz Yisroel because of terri
ble Roman persecutions.) The Rambam 
(in the footsteps of Rabbeinu Chanane[), 
however, often paskens like the Yerushal
mi over the Bavli. Where the Bavli is 
silent) the Yerushallni, as the repository 
of ChazaI's opinions, is the primary 
source of dvar Hashem.3 

THE YERUSHALMIDISTINCTION 

A
few words on the study of 
Yerushalmi: First, I was embar
rassed to say that it had been 

downright easy. There are so many aids 
to the study of Seder Zera'im, that there 
is no need to ever get stuck. These 
include, besides the classic peirushim of 

Lots For Sale 
You can have it all! 
Great neighbors, lovely 
neighborhood, and the right 
house. We also have many 
new homes and resales. 

the Pnei Moshe and Ridbaz ?··y1, the 
extraordinarily lucid and simple running 
commentary based on the shiurim of 
Rabbi Chaim Kanievsky N .. P>7w (the 
series currently extends well into Seder 
Mo' ed, and the writers are in the process 
of producing further volumes),4 and the 
more scholarly Kav v'Naki series, co
authored by Rabbis Aryeh Carmel, Leo 
Levi and Gershon Metzger. Interesting
ly, one of the most helpful sefarim on the 
entire Yerushalmi, one that the Chafetz 
Chaim ?··y1 described as indispensable 
to the study of Yerushalmi, is the Mash
biach, written by the first (and I think 
the last) Chief Rabbi of Pittsburgh, 
Rabbi Sivitz ., .. Y!, in the early twentieth 
century and published here in Ameri
ca. The study of Yerushalmi is easy 
enough, and, more significantly, its 
blatt are so much shorter, that we can 
generally cover two blatt in an hour. 

To disabuse a common mispercep
tion, Yerushalmi is not sisrei Torah! You 
will not drown in a sea of mysterious 
ideas. After traversing Seder Kadashim 
and Mesechta Nidda in the Bavli, even 
Zera'im is nothing to be afraid of. There 
is also far less Agaddata in the Yerushal
mi, and it is no more mystical - often 
less so - than the Agaddata in the Bavli. 
(Of course, we haven't been further than 
the middle of Shevi'is yet. I am extrap-

Uncle Moishy, 
Mordechai Ben David, 
and other top-of-the-line 
Jewish entertainers 
are available 
to visit 
seriously ill 
children 
thanks to 

;i1n rmr.iv 
J"lO'V}~'7 
Jl~ :li?l'' "'! n:i. ;nn 
A Chessed project run by 
Agudath Israel of America • 
in conjunction With ~ • • ~ • 
Suki & Ding Productions •; ,.~, ~ • 
To set up an appointment, call: t•, ';J' .. 
(212)797-9000 Ext.42 • M-F, 9.5' - ' 
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olating from what we have seen so far 
and fron1 what I read in overviews.) 

Yerushalmi sugyos are shorter than 
those of the Bavli. The Yerushalmi is usu
ally content to raise a question and let 
it remain unresolved, rather than pur
sue proofs and disproofs. The language 
of the Yerushalmi itself is terser, and it 
often contracts words, a phenomenon 
the Bavli (Bava Kamma 6b) recognizes 
and brands as "lishna kelile" (light 
manner of expression). This applies even 
to names. For example, the Amara 
known in Bavli as Rabbi Ilo'oh (NV7'V) 
is known in the Yerushalmi as Rabbi Lo. 
This often leads novices (like me) to 
incorrectly read a statement attributed 
to Rabbi Lo as if it is Rebbe (Rabbi Yehu
da HaNasi) saying no (amar Rebbe: Lo). 

The girsa (the text) of the Yerushalmi 
is often inaccurate. This is due both to the 
horrific persecutions in .Bretz Yisroel that 
impeded proper editing of the original 
text and to subsequent sloppy transcrip
tions. The Gra 7"'1t, however, did much 
to clarify the proper readings, and the later 
commentaries (particularly the Ridbaz) 
constantly quote his emendations. The 
inaccuracy of the girsa attracted many 
Acharonin1 to write on the Yerushalmi, as 
it continues to provide fertile ground for 
creative interpretation. (The Rishonitn 
generally did not write running com
mentaries on the Yerushalmi.) 

We have been taught to aspire to learn, 
in the course of our lifetimes, as much 
Taras Hashem Yisbarach as possible. The 
Yerushalmi includes countless inyanim 
that are brand new, even to those who 
have learned through the entire Bavli, 
new vistas of Dvar Hashem to explore and 

CHEVRAOSEH CHESED 
OFAGUDATHISRAEL 

BURIAL PLOTS IN 
ERETZYISROEL 
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Interment in a Shomer Shal>bos Beis 
O!am near Beis Shemesh. 

PleaS'e Phoitt or write to: 
Chevtt 05eh Chesed of Agudatlllsrael 
84William Street, New York, NY 10038 

(212)797-9000 

experience. Now that many of us have 
finished Bavli (at least once), it is an 
opportune time to also take up the adven
ture of DafYomi Yerushalmi. Luchos and 
other materials are available from Mos
dos Cur, 1310 48th Street, Brooklyn, NY 
11219, (718) 435- 8989.s The next 
mesechta, Ma'asros, begins on 15 Kislev, 
December 14; the next seder, Moed, on 
17 Nissan, April 13. Perhaps the next 
siyum on DafYomi Yerushalmi won't take 
place in the Garden - but let's ensure 
it gets noticed! • 

l The cycle lasts approximately SI months. Unlike 
the DafYorni Bavli cycle, the Yerushabni cycle skips 
both Yon1 Kippur and Tisha B'Av- a great relief 
for those who are perpetually behind in both cycles. 
2 There was once a shiur in Australia, but it dis
banded sornetin1e during the first cycle. I under
stand that there are other English language shi
urin1 in Yerushalmi, but not as part of the [)af 
Yo1ni framework. I would like to publicly 
acknowledge the three "regulars" in the shiur. 
Rabbi Meyer Magence, Dr. David Spindel, and Mr. 
Joel Zuger. All three are also chaveirim of my 
somewhat more popular n1orning shiur in Daf 
Yon1i Bavli, and Dr. Spindel has been with me 

for careful attention to your 
indiuidual needs, call us today! 

(914) 354-8445 

through all of Shas. May the zechus of sustain
ing the study of Yerushalmi be a source of beracha 
for them! We do record ail the shiurim, and Rabbi 
Apfelbauin of Torah Tapes and Reh Fivel Smiles 
ofhttp://www.613.org (RealAudio on the World 
Wide Web) have graciously agreed to make the 
material available. Unfortunately, they will obvi
ously not be current with the cycle until the next 
cycle begins. 

3 Tesh. i\1aharik 100; Rash Sirilei'o (an early -
he was exiled from Spain in 1492 - and most 
important peirush on Yerushabni) in his intro
duction; Mareh HaPonim, Bava Metzia 8:3; 
[)oros HaRishoni111 v. 3 p. 112. 
4 I am greatly indebted to Rabbi Kalman Redisch 
of LakewoOO, NJ, for introducing me to this series. 
\Vithout it, Kilayiln would have been very diffi
cult. It would be reniiss not to mention the mon
umental Toldos Yitzchak on the Yerushalmi, writ
ten by the last Chief Rabbi of Moscow under the 
Soviet Union rule. The stirring tale of the rescue 
and publication of the work by the Al Tido1n 
Foundation, recounted by Rabbi Bronstein 7"r, can 
be found in translation on the World Wide Web 
at http//:www.geocites.com/Heartland/Plains/ 
6147 /toldos.htn1l 

5 As Daf Yon1i Yerushalrni is under the auspices 
of Agudath Israel, so1ne inforn1ation including 
a list of existing shiurim in DafY01ni Yerushalmi 
is available from the Agudah office in New York, 
as well. 
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OF MUSICAL DISTRACTION AND 
SPIRITUAL CONNECTION 

To the Editor: 
I would like to comment on your 

article, "Putting the 'Music' into Jewish 
Music" (May, '97). Over my many years 
of experience in special education, I've 
had many opportunities to view Uncle 
Moishy's outstanding performances for 
special children. It never ceases to 
amaze me how Uncle Moishy is able to 
include each child in his audience, 
regardless of their level of disability. The 
enthusiasm that our children express is 
tremendous. 

After reading your article, however, it 
has occurred to me that there may be 
some confusion regarding the impact 
Jewish music has on children with devel
opmental disabilities versus its impact on 
children who are chronically ill. 

When Uncle Moishy visits children 
who are chronically ill in hospitals, it is 
an effort to cheer them up. His music 
enables them to be distracted from their 
illness and provide them with some 
comfort. By contrast, I have found that 
special needs children tend to be happy 
individuals, but enjoy Uncle Moishy for 
a different reason. The developmental 
disabilities these children suffer from, 
unfortunately limit their capacity (to dif
ferent degrees) to serve Hashem through 
conventional means, such as davening 
and learning. Uncle Moishy's music pro
vides them with ways to relate to their 
Jewish identity- an extremely impor
tant and necessary part of Jewish life. 

I believe that it is important to dis
tinguish between these two groups in 
light of their complex and different needs. 

Thank you for your wonderful work! 
MASH! KAUFMAN 

PROGRAM DIRECTOR, BNOS CHAVIVOS 

FOR SPECIAL CHILDREN OF AGUDATH 

ISRAEL OF AMERICA 

New York City 

CHEERS FOR UNCLE MOISHY 

To the Editor: 
Your article about Jewish music and 

all the good it does brought tears to my 
eyes, as it brought back memories of the 
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wonderful chessed that Uncle Moishy did 
for our daughter. 

I will never forget how he came up 
to her hospital room, in full costume 
with the big" Mem" on his hat, and sang 
and played, because he was told that she 
loved his video tapes. Through the long 
months of hospitalization and treat
ments, one of the only things that 
brought a smile to her face was an Uncle 
Moishy video. The nurses on the floor 
would sing along when they entered our 
room, learning the words by heart as we 
replayed them over and over. One of the 
volunteers who came to stay at the hos
pital so I could get home for a few hours 
told me, "Uncle Moishy surely will have 
a special place in Gan Eden for all the 
good he does." 

I have witnessed the bright smiles and 
laughter of groups of special children 
that Uncle Moishy has played for, at 
Chanuka parties and graduations. As 
soon as the first notes of"Hey dum did
dle de dum" begin, their faces light up, 
and they clap and try to sing along. 

The Sefer Menoras Ha ma' or quotes 
the following Gemora ( Taanis): Rabbi 
Broka was once walking in the market 
place and he met Eliyahu Hanavi. He 
asked him, "Please tell me, which per
son in this market place will be zocheh 
to olam habba?" Eliyahu Hanavi point
ed to two people, and answered, "They 
are bnei olam habba." Rabbi Broka 
went up to them and asked) "V\That are 
you doing here in the market place?" 
They replied, "We walk around, and 
when we notice a person who seems to 
be unhappy, we try to be mesame'ach 
him, and bring him happiness." I think 
that this is the perfect description of 
what Uncle Moishy does! 

I would like to take this opportuni
ty to thank Uncle Moishy and Simchas 
Chava, the sponsoring organization for 
his performances and that of so many 
others, for all their acts of kindness to 
our daughter and to countless other chil
dren, by bringing so much happiness 

into their lives. 
May the Ribbono Shel Olam give 

them ko'ach to continue using their 
wonderful talents for their chessed and 
good deeds. 

A GRATEFUL PARENT 

Brooklyn, NY 

TOUCHING THE HEART, YES. BUT 
TOUCHING THE NESHAMA? 

To the Editor: 
I'm writing in response to David N. 

Golding's article on the effects of Jew
ish music. 

As a veteran of many Shabbaton 
kumzitzes, I doubt very much if today's 
so-called Jewish music can have the 
same effect on the neshamos of the non
religious as the music of twenty years 
ago had. There's a simple reason. 
Because the niggunim of the past were 
singable, countless neshamos could be 
reached. These neshamos were reached 
because the hearts of the singers could 
actually "feel" the ruach of the words as 
they sang them. (Today it's nearly 
impossible to sing the newer, fast-paced 
songs.) 

We could "feel" the words at the 
Shabbos table; at the kumzitz (imagine 
500 teenagers, both frum and not-yet
frum singing "Ani Ma' am in" with their 
eyes closed and tears streaming down 
their cheeks. What more could you ask 
for?); in the succa; and in the car. And 
yes, we still get lumps in our throats and 
tears on our eyes when we sing them or 
hear them on tapes. ("Bilvavi mishkan 
evneh - I will build a sanctuary in my 
heart." What neshama wouldn't awak
en with feeling when hearing those 
words?) Unfortunately, the only thing we 
get out of most of today's music is a 
headache! 

The ear-splitting"music" that's pop
ular nowadays sounds like it should be 
coming from a Boom-Box not the 
band at a Yiddishe simcha. You used to 
be able to actually"feel'' the simcha, even 
from the very first moment you arrived 
at the hall, because of the stirring, ba
tampte, yet leibedik music. Now all you 
want to do at a simcha is escape with 
your hearing still intact. 

45 



Whatever happened to the bands 
made of nice Jewish boys that put their 
hearts and souls into the music they 
were playing? 

I know that there have been some 
tapes released recently that have 
returned to the inspiring tunes of the 
past. I am also not r·n trying to negate 
the praiseworthy acts of chessed done by 
the musicians and performers that 
Dovid N. Golding wrote about. Never
theless, I sincerely believe that if we 
return the "Jewish" to our Jewish music, 
we will be able to reach and inspire even 
more neshamos, both frum and not yet 
frum, than we did before. 

MRS. T. GASS 

Lukeivood, NJ 

PLEA TO PERFORMERS FOR FIDELITY 
IN PRONUNCIATION OF LYRICS 

To the Editor: 
David Nachman Golding ("Putting 

the 'Music' into Jewish Music," JO, May 
'97), rightfully praises today's Jewish 
singers and musicians for all the won
derful added boons that their perfor
mances and recordings generate, as well 
as for their many selfless acts of chessed. 

But in one specific area, there is a 
negative side-effect that many of today's 
most popular singers do not seem to be 
conscious of. It also seems to have been 
ignored in the more wide-ranging dis
cussion on Jewish music that has been 
going on in the pages of The Jewish 
Observer and elsewhere. Yet it is one that 
could be addressed, with very little effmt. 

As Mr. Golding noted in his article, 
young people delight in singing along 
with, and in imitating the performances 
or recordings of their favorite artists. 
Whatever the artist sings, they sing
exactly as they hear it) and even if, as is 
too often the case, the Hebrew words are 
mispronounced or are simply incorrect. 

It seems to me that performing and 
recording artists bear a special respon
sibility, no less than other mechanchim 
(for on many levels, that is what they are) 
to be precise in the quotation) pronun
ciation and accentuation of the Hebrew 
pesukim, tefillos, and ma'amarei Chazal 
that form the lyrics of their songs. 
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You don't have to be a particular lam
dan to read a word correctly, or even to 
note whether a letter has a dagesh in it 
or not, and to pronounce it according
ly. Nor does it take much trouble to care
fully distinguish between a patach and 
a kamatz or a segol. 

But, as we all know from krias 
ha Torah, a careless reading can alter the 
meaning of a Hebrew word dramatically, 
or can change a 1nasculine adjective to 
its feminine form, or vice versa, thus 
making nonsense of the original. 

More difficult, perhaps, from an 
artistic point of view is the matter of 
emphasis or accentuation. Traditional 
Ashkenazi Hebrew has become rather 
relaxed in this regard, putting the accent 
on many words just where it feels com
fortable (heimisch!) to do so. But it goes 
without saying that Hebrew does have 
some clear-cut grammatical rules that 
should never be violated. 

This is not a case where the argument 
could be made that art, i.e. the music, 
is what's important, and all other pri
orities may be disregarded. Performers 
in the secular world would be laughed 
off the stage if they constantly put the 
wrong accent on common English 
words. Performers who sing in Lashon 
Hakodesh should also bear in mind the 
kedusha of the words themselves, and 
not treat them lightly. 

As one who has spent many years lis
tening to, and appreciating, the record
ings of the great chazzanim of yesteryear, 
I can testify that they were rarely guilty 
of mispronouncing the Hebrew tefillos 
that they sang so sweetly. The same is 
true of the recordings of niggunim by the 
performers and yeshiva choirs of pre
vious generations. 

Today's popular recording and per
forming artists, whose reach is so much 
wider, and whose influence on our chil
dren is so much greater, have at least the 
same responsibility to get it right. 

DAVID 0LIVESTONE 

Teaneck, NJ 

MUSIC THAT TOUCHES THE SOLE 

To the Editor: 
I believe that Mr. Golding totally 

misses the mark when he "sheds posi
tive light on the major effect Jewish 
music has had over the past two 
decades" (The Jewish Observer, May '97). 
Not many can begin to appreciate what 
many of our musicians have done over 
the years for the chronically ill v'Hashem 
yeshaleim s'charam. But not by any 
stretch of the imagination can it be said 
that it is all being done with Jewish 
music. In 1nany cases, it is whatever you 
want to call it, with pesukim of Tanach 
set to it. Some of the performers men
tioned are synonymous with, let's face 
it, "rock" or "rap." In such instances, it 
can hardly be said that their music 
touches the soul. Rather, it touches the 
feet. Everyone rocks and/or sways when 
it is being performed. 

I do believe that all the good that is 
being done by many of these wonder
ful people can better be accomplished 
by doing what others among them are 
doing so effectively - with the true 
ko'ach hanegina. 

M.MEYER 

Brooklyn, NY 

EDITORIAL NOTE 

Rabbi Alfred Cohen's article, "The 
Beis Din in America: The Idylic Depic
tion vs. The Facts on the Ground;' which 
was featured in the September issue of 
The Jewish Observer has aroused 
much discussion, some of which will be 
published in forthcoming issues. 

In calling for correcting abuses in the 
way some batei din function, several 
examples were given. It was the assump
tion that the cases either represented 
syntheses of several cases or were suffi
ciently disguised so as not to be recog
nized. Apparently some readers were 
able to identify specific dinei Torah or 
principals described in the written 
accounts. In addition, some maintain 
that the reports of these cases inadver
tently included some inaccuracies. This, 
of course, would be contrary to our 
intentions and deeply regretted. We ask 
forgiveness of anyone who may have felt 
offended. 

THE EDITORIAL BOARD 
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