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Rabbi Shimon Finkelman

CONCEALMENT AND
REVELATION

¢two  Rabbinic

holidays were

2. granted the Jew-

ish people, Purim and

Chanuka. Ostensibly,

their celebrations seem

diametrically opposite

one another. As the

commentators point
out, prior to the

Chanuka miracle, the
Jewish soul was endan-

gered by the anti-Torah
decrees of the Syrian-
Greek regime, In the
days of Mordechai and
Esther, the lives of the Jews were at stake.
This distinction is reflected in Chanu-
ka being a festival of MIRTIM Y20, praise
and thanksgiving, a means of celebra-
tion that is entirely spiritual, while
Purim is a day of nmmeniren, feasting
and gladness!. In fact, the miracles that
these festivals celebrate and the lessons
that they impart complement one
another,

The Purim miracle occurred during
the seventy-year exile between the First
and Second Temple eras. It was a time
of great hester Panim, Divine conceal-
ment. The Jewish people had been ban-
ished from their Land; the arrogant Per-
sian kings were certain, according to
their miscalculations, that the Beis
Hamikdash would not be rebuilt.?

The Talmud?3 asks: Where is Queen
Esther alluded to in the Torah? It
answers: In the verse, V'anochi haster
astir panei bayom hahu— “But I will
utterly conceal My face on that day”

Rabbi Finkelman, a rebbe in Yeshiva Darchei Torah,
Far Rockaway, NY, is a frequent contributor to
these pages, including “It’s Time to Face the Music,”
in Feb. '95. He is the author of several biographies
published by ArtScroll Mesorah Publications, as
well as the recent More Shabbos Stories.

te Our Times

{Devarim 31,18). The Vilna Gaons sees
this teaching as far more than a play on
the words Esther and astir. The verse
quoted is from a passage which foretells
that the Jewish people would ultimate-
ly stray from the proper path and as a
result would be subject to severe retri-
bution and what one commentator?
refers to as “the greatest trial of all” —
hester Panim, when Hasherr’s guiding
hand in man’s affairs is not easily
apparent.

The miracle of Purim was a he’aras
panim, revelation of Hashem's
Omnipresence, in a time of Divine con-
cealment. True, it involved no open mir-
acles, but the entire story, from the feast
with which the Megilla opens to the
hanging of Haman and his sons, was a
tapestry of hidden miracles in which the

guiding hand of Prov-
idence is plainly appar-
ent. The Jews’ salvation
was a declaration of
Hashem to His beloved
people: “When you
were exiled, My Shechi-
na accompanied you$
and it has never depart-
ed from your midst., 1
am here guiding and
protecting you, and I
will always be with you,
even when My Pres-
ence is not readily dis-
cernible.”

The Jews perceived
Hasherm's Presence at
that time and basked in
His hidden radiance. And how did they
respond? “They accepted {the Torah]
again in the days of Achashveirosh, as
it is written, ‘Kiymu ve'kiblu
Hayehudim, The Jews established and
accepted’ (Esther 9,27) - they estab-
lished [in those days] that which they
had already accepted [at Sinai]”” It was,
as the commentators explain, an accep-
tance born of intense love for Hashem
and recognition of His eternal bond
with His people.

LIGHT AMID THE DARKNESS

Hamikdash was, in a sense, a pre-
A lude to the long exile that would
follow®, The Shechina was not manifest
to the same degree as it had been dur-
ing the First Mikdash era and prophe-
cy had come to an end®. It was in this
period, a “twilight” before the “dark-
ness,” when the miracle of Chanuka
occurred. In“Al Hanissim,” we speak of
the Chashmona'im’s victory over the Syr-
ian-Greeks, and our kindling of the
menora represents the miracle of the oil
which burned for eight days in the newly
dedicated Temple Menora.

?”g’%he period of the Second Beis
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Maharal writes that the open mira-
cle of the oil bore witness to the mira-
cle of the military victory: “Chanuka was
established primarily because of the vic-
tory over the Syrian-Greeks. However,
it was not obvious that the victory was
achieved through the miracles of
Hasherm and not because of their might.
Therefore, the miracle of the Menorda’s
lights occurred, so that they would know
that the war, too, was through mira-
cles”% In Shir Hashirim, we read, “I
thought I would be forever alone — but
behold! He was standing behind our
wall, observing through the windows,
peering through the lattice work” (Shir
Hashirim 2,9}, This verse has been
interpreted as depicting progressive
manifestations of Divine Providence as
we perceive it. In the darkest moments
of exile, when travail and suffering
abound, Hashem “stands behind the
wall” taking note of our suffering and
directing our affairs in a way of “utter
concealment.” Yet, as the Purim mira-
cle demonstrated, even in exile, there are
times when seemingly unrelated events
come together, resulting in salvations in
which the hand of Providence is unmis-
takably evident. It is at such times that
a“window” in Heaven opens, allowing
us to perceive that Hashent was there all
along, observing our precarious state of
affairs and setting into motion the chain
of events that would result in the bet-
terment of our lot,

Moualbim writes that the term meiizitz,
peering [through the lattice work]
means to stick one’s head through an
opening and peer inside. Thus, the term
can allude to an even more obvious
manifestation of the guiding hand of
Providence, as in the Chashmona’im’s
military victory, where there were no
open miracles but the incredible con-
quest of the many in the hands of the
few!! was clearly a miracle for anyone
whose spiritual antennas had not been
sullied by Greek teachings or other neg-
ative influences. For those whose spir-
ituality had been diminished, the mir-
acle of the oil was proof enough.

Ramban writes'? why so many
mitzvos recall our miraculous deliver-
ance from Egypt: “Through the great,

n recent years, we have been witness to major

world events which have affected the fate of the
Jewish people in a very positive way. In fact, the
way in which these events unfolded seem to
represent a semblance of the Chanuka and Purim
miracles, and as such, should not be forgotten.
Rather, we should utilize them to draw faith in
Hashem's guidance of our affairs.

open miracles, one comes to recognize
the hidden miracles -~ which are the
foundation of the entire Torah. For a
person has no share in the Torah of
Moshe Rabbeinu unless he believes that
all our matters and happenings are
miraculous — there is nothing natural
about them.” The festivals of Chanuka
and Purim are timeless reminders of the
Hashgacha Prattis, exacting Divine
Providence, which guides our people’s
happenings, both collectively and indi-
vidually, And their spiritual aura can
infuse us with strength to face the tests
of life and the ability to recognize
Hasher’s guiding hand in our affairs,

FROM MIND TO HEART

Fe=the Talmud relates that the
prophet Chavakuk saw one prin-
. ciple as the basis for fulfillment
of the entire Torah: “And a tzaddik lives
by his faith.” Every Torah Jew believes
that Providence guides all that occurs in
this world, Yet there are infinite levels of
emuna (faith). As the Chofetz Chaim
points out!4, were every Jew’s faith to be
on a par with the tzaddik’s, no Jew would
let a day go by without Torah study, no
jew would even consider an improper
monetary dealing, and no Jew would
ever become upset over a slight to his
honor!
A Torah verse that we recite thrice
daily provides the key to the matter:

“You are to know this day and take to
your heart that Hashem is the only
G—d...” { Devarim 4,39). One may pos-
sess yedia (knowledge} of a given
truth, but this does not necessarily mean
that he will live by it. Only when one has
internalized it, so that its message
reaches to the depths of his heart, will
his actions be directed by it. As to how
to internalize the belief in Hashgacha
Prattis, exacting Divine Providence, the
Chofetz Chaim writes the foilowing:

I have heard in the name of a cer-
tain gaon that a person should ponder
his endeavers, so that he will come to
recognize Hashem’s guiding hand
upon him, and through this his bita-
chon (trust in Hashem) will be
strengthened. Even if Providential
involvement will not be so obvious at
the conclusion of the matter — for
example, if the high market price of
grain earned him a handsome profit
~— nevertheless, he should ponder how
this deal first came his way, how he
procured the grain or the money
with which he purchased it. If he will
reflect in this way upon all his dealings,
he will see the Hashgacha manifest in
a revealed way.15
If this is so in one’s personal life, it

is certainly true on a national level. In
recent years, we have been witness to
major world events which have affect-
ed the fate of the Jewish people in a very

| positive way. In fact, the way in which
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these events unfolded seem to represent
a semblance of the Chanuka and Purim
miracles, and as such, should not be for-
gotten. Rather, we should utilize them
to draw faith in Hashen’s guidance of
our affairs,

WINDOWS IN OUR DAY

t was approximately eight years ago
when Saddam Hussein declared his
L. intention to "1 “incinerate the
State of Israel” About a month later, Sad-
dam miscalculated and invaded oil-rich
Kuwait, which resulted in President
Bush’s organizing the “Coalition” which
eventually attacked Iraq and defeated it
in the Persian Gulf War. Of course, seven
years fater, Saddam seems as dangerous
as ever, but this does not mitigate the
miracle of Eretz Yisroels salvation at that
perilous time.

A popular anecdote being circulated
during the Gulf War told of an in-flight
encounter between a prominent talmid
chacham and a gentile businesswoman
who was reading the Wall Street Journal
and muttering over the falling stock
prices which the war had seemingly
induced. The woman turned to the
scholar and in the spirit of true Jewish
hatred said, “Rabbi, this war is all your
people’s fault!?” The talmid chacham
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responded, “No, it is not our fault, The
armies of the world aren’t out there
fighting Saddam to defend the Jews.
After all, Saudi Arabia, at least official-
ly, is not allowing a single Jewish soldier
on its soil, and President Bush had to
restrain Israel from attacking Iraq, for
fear that this would cause the Coalition
to fall apart.

“No, it’s not our fault — but it is
because of us. It's G-d’s way of protect-
ing the Jewish people from one of its
worst enemies.”

When the war ended on the eve of
Purim, Jews the world over rejoiced
euphorically. If the incredible chain of
events, from Saddam’s threats against
Eretz Yisroel to the ground war’s swift
and successful conclusion, brought to
mind the miracle of Purim, the mira-
cle of the Scuds could, perhaps, be
placed in the category of “obvious” hid-
den miracles such as the victory of the
Chashmona’im over the Syrian-Greeks.
Thirty-nine deadly Scud missiles rained
down upon our brethren in the Holy
Land, reducing entire housing com-
plexes to piles of rubble. Yet, only one
person died as a direct result of the
Scuds. In most instances, everyone
crawled out from the rubble with noth-
ing more than superficial wounds and
stories of how they had left the scene of
disaster moments before the explosion,
or how falling debris had missed them
by inches.16

In an address immediately following
the war!?, the late Gerrer Rebbe, Reb Pin-
chos Menachem Alter, 5731, said:

“First and foremost, we are oblig-
ed to thank Hashem Yisbarach for all
the goodness He has bestowed upon
us until now. The miracles that have
occurred recently are so obvious that
even people far removed from religion
must echo the words of Hallel, “This
emanated from Hashem, it is won-
drous in our eyes!?”

As time goes on and the memories
of the Gulf War fade, so does their
impact. It would do us well to ponder
the happenings of those tension-filled
months and recall the emotions and
thoughts we experienced as that drama
unfolded.

WHEN THE IRON CURTAIN CRUMBLED

nly six months after the Gulf
War ended, the Communist
.+ stranglehold on Eastern Europe
was dealt its final blow. A coup by hard-
line Communists to overthrow
reformist Mikhail Gorbachev threatened
to restore the Cold War to its former
frigid state, and there was real fear of
war, either civil or international. Instead,
the coup failed miserably within days,
but it did serve to get rid of Gorbachey,
and with him, the Iron Curtain disap-
peared. Jews were free to leave Russia
and spread Torah throughout the for-
mer Soviet empire,

On the surface, the crumbling of the
Soviet Union and its Communist bloc
seemed to be the result of Gorbachev’s
gross miscalulations, His reformist poli-
cies gave his countrymen a taste of
democracy, and once their appetite
was whetted, it became insatiable. Rec-
ognizing this, the old guard sought to
turn the clock back, but their plan back-
fired. Some see the Chernobyl nuclear
disaster as the spark which set the wheels
of change in motion.

Rabbi Shimon Schwab 9737 took a
different view, For seventy vears, the
Soviet Union had been a giant prison
where the teaching of Torah and itz-
va observance was a serious crime, As
decades passed, Soviet synagogues were
used only by the aged, who still recalled
the days before the Bolshevik Revolu-
tion when the Russian landscape was the
scene of thriving Torah communities
and yeshivos.

Then, in the 1980, a small, coura-
geous group of ba'alei teshuva sprang up
in the heart of Russia. These young men
and women, numbering perhaps a
hundred souls, risked arrest, imprison-
ment or worse to be taught Torah in
secret by visiting scholars, to teach each
other, to perform circumcisions, build
mikvaos and meticulously observe other
mitzvos, It was their mesiras nefesh, Rabbi
Schwab maintained, that brought about
a Purim-like miracle, where the mighty
Soviet regime came tumbling down with
hardly a shot being fired.

These events should Hikewise serve to
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strengthen our faith in Hashem’s eter-
nal direction of events, to remind us that
even during times of hester Panim,
Divine concealment, He is still “behind
our wall, observing through the win-
dows, peering through the lattice work.”

THE TENTH SIYUM HASHAS

“Above all, we must think deeply
how the wheeis of Providence have
brought us to this great day, how a dev-
astated people half a century ago put
itself together again by the grace of
Hashem and rebuilt its spiritual edi-
fice, its Torah empire.”

Sa said the Novominsker Rebbe, N"2W in his
roving address at the recent Siyum HaShas of the
Daf HaYomi. In a time of great hester Panim, when
our people are enduring travails both individual-
Iy and collectively, Hashem yeracheim, the Teuth
Siyum HaShas was a brilliant flash of light amidst
the darkness, one from which we should continue
to draw chizuk (spiritual strength} in the months
and years ahead. We showld also draw strength by
recalling the almost tangible fecling of kedusha
(sanctity) which was felt throughout the evening.
From its opening Mincha with a congregation of

twenty-thousand-plus maintaining perfect decorum
throughout chozaras hashaiz, to its closing, Ne'i-
la-Iike Maariv with its thunderous Shema Yisroel,
the Tenth Siyum HaShas was a testimony that even
ini exile, the Shechina dwells among lsrael®.

Let us not forget how on that mem-
orable evening, we perceived Hashenr's
bond with us and our bond with one
another. And how, in the true spirit of
Purim, we expressed our emotions
with spontaneous singing and dancing
which stretched from New York to Mel-
bourne — our own Kiymu vekiblu, a
renewal of our commitment to Torah
out of joy and love. [

! Mishna Beritra 670:2 citing Levush,

2 See Megilla tlb. Tt was because of
Achashveirosh’s miscalculation that he dared to
use the sacred vessels of the Beis Hamikdash. Sefer
Ben Yehoyada discusses why Achashveirosh did
not die for this as did King Balshatzar before him.

3 Chutlin 139b.
4+ Commentary to Esther 1,2,
3 Nesivos Shalom to Sefer Devarim,

6 The Talmud states, “When Israe} was exiled, the
Shechina was exiled with them” (Megiila 29a).

7 Shabbos 88a.

8 This is elaborated upon in Sifsei Chaint{collected dis-
courses of Rabbi Chaim Friedlander) vol. IT, p. {08.

$ See Yoma 21b.
10 Chiddushei Ageados, Shabbos 21b.
it From Al Hanissimm.

12 Commentary to Shemos 13,16,
3 Makkos 24a.
4 Shem Olam 1,3.

15Tt is related that the Ponoverher Mashgiach, Rabbi
Yechezkel Levenstein, would encourage falmidim to
maintain a diary of moments in their personal lives
where they percieved Hashgacha Prateis,

16 For a detailed account of the “Scud miracles,”
see Missiles, Masks and Miracles by Sam Veffer
{published by Yeshivah Aish HaTorah of
Jerusalem).

17 A translation of that address appeared in The
Jewish Observer, April 1991,

13 At the time of the war, Rabbi Alter was Rosh
Yeshiva of Yeshivas Sefas Emes. He became Ger-
rer Rebbe following the passing of his clder broth-
er, the Lev Simcha.

1 Tehillim 118:23.

20 Rabbi Avraham Chaim Feuer, chairman of the
proceedings at Madison Square Garden, cited
Tosafos to Bava Kama 83a that when 22,000 Jews
(rivevos alfei Yisrocl) convene, they merit the high-
est possible level of gilui Shechina, Divine reve-
lation. It is the level that was enjoyed by the
prophets and that was experienced at the Mishkan
and Beis HaMikdash,
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Rabbi Chaim Dov Keller

G-(l-Centere(l or
Rel?be/Messia}l-Centere(l:

Which is Normative Judaism?:

of The Jewish Observer, I wrote of “a
movement... of active messianism
which has lately taken a frightening turn
toward avoda zara” As is quite obvious
to anyone who read the article careful-
Iy, I took great pains not to level this
charge at the whole Lubavitch move-
ment, but against one faction — the
group populariy known as “ Meshichis-
ter” (Messianists). To quote the article,
We have seen a highly respected
Chassidic movement, with great
accomplishments for Torah and Yid-
dishkeit to its credit, torn apart by a
machlokes (dispute) that touches ikrei
emuna — the fundamentals of our
faith.
The Rebbe has progressed in the
eyes of one faction within the move-
ment [emphasis added] from being a
navi to being the most probable can-
didate for Moshiach, to being
“bechezkas™ Moshiach, to being Melech
HaMoshiach, to being a dead Moshi-
ach who has not died, to being “omni-
scient,” “omnipotent” and being “the
Essence and Being [of G-d] enclothed
in a body”I2

More recently, a full-page ad fea-
tured in The New York Times advised

In an articie in the Summer ‘97 issue

Rabbi Keller is Rosh Teshiva of Telshe Chicago.

© AUTHOR'S NOTE: This article, as well as
the quote from my previeus article cited below,
were reviewed, before they were published, by
several widely respected Gedolei Torah — both
Chassidic and non-Chassidic -—— who urged
their publication.

readers: “The rebbe, no longer bound

by physical limitations, is accessible to

all of us, everywhere. Anyone, however
great or humble, can turn to him with
their innermost thoughts and deepest
prayers. There are no barriers. There
is no need to make a pilgrimage or
stand on line to receive his blessing.”?

The Orthodox world looks for
guidance; the non-Orthodox world
impugns us with guilt by association;
those in Lubavitch who are opposed
to all this look for support.

A response to my article was circu-
lated by Rabbi Daniel Moscowitz,
regional director of Lubavitch Chabad
of IHinois. He does not repudiate the
offensive statements as the opinions of
a small minority — a lunatic fringe — as
I have heard from some of my Lubav-
itch friends. Instead he defends the
whole movement from the charge of
avoda zara by writing that “these state-
ments are well within the mainstream
of Torah thought as recognized by the
non-Chassidic world.” He then proceeds
to cite chapter and verse from a num-
ber of sources — Zohar, Yerushlami,
Chassidus and even Nefesh Hachain —

2 These are direct quotes (including the words in
brackets) from “The Rebbe’s Answer: A Dream
Come True,” by Aryeh A. Gotfryd, Beis Moshi-
ach, Elul, 5756.

3 The advertisement, entitled “The Third of Tam-
muz is Not the Rebbe’s Yahrzeit,” sponsored by
Shofar Association of America luic, 820 Eastern
Parkway, Brooklyn, appeared in the Times on July
8,797,

|

to “prove” that they “do not indicate any
turn away from normative Yiddishkeit”

This to me is extremely disturbing,
because Rabbi Moscowitz, whether his
hashikafos are normative Judaism or not,
should, as the regional director of
Chabad Lubavitch of Illinois, certainky
represent normative Lubavitch thinking.

Let us look at what we are being asked
to believe is “normative Yiddishkeit” and
“well within the mainstream of Torah
thought”:

1. The Rebbeis not dead but still lives
(so that we cannot celebrate his
Yahrzeit) and is present everywhere.

2. One may pray to the Rebbe, who
also knows our innermost thoughts.

3. The Rebbe is omniscient — which
in simple English means he knows
everything -~ a quality which is pos-
sessed only by Hashem Himself.

4. The Rebbe is omnipotent — mean-
ing all powerful — kol vachol — which
is also the exclusive attribute of the Cre-
ator.

5. The Rebbe is the Essence and Being
of G-d enclothed in a body. This,
together with the idea of the second
coming of a dead Messiah, has hereto-
fore been recognized as standard Chris-
tian — certainly not Jewish - theology.

That there is a machlokes (dispute)
within Lubavitch in these matters is well-
known and was cleatly demonstrated by
the fact that a day after publication of
the above mentioned full-page ad enti-
tled “The third of Tammuz is not the
Rebbe's Yahrzeit,” there appeared anoth-
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er full-page ad in the Times published
by American Friends of Lubavitch,
entitled “Finding Love and Unity Across
the Jewish Spectrum.” It contains not
one word about him being alive, or
being Moshiach, or the Being and
Essence of G-d. In fact, it speaks of Jew-
ish communities the world over com-
memorating the third Yahrzeit of the
Rebbe on the Third of Tammuz, One
only commemorates Yahrzeits of dead

people. So there is obviously another fac- |

The Shalom Task Force
Abuse Hotline is endorsed by
leading Orthodox Rabbonim.

Confidential Hotline

Do it for yourself.
Do it for your children.

tion. Which leads us to conclude one of
two possibilities:

A. That Rabbi Moscowitz, by virtue
of his position, speaks as a spokesman
for the “official” view of Lubavitch —
and the non-Messianists are the minor-
ity.

Or

B. That the Meshichisten are the
minority, but have taken over a signif-
icant part of the Movement’s official
machinery - at least in Illinois.

Mozeson/Malinowskl Advertising {201) 801-0101
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3
&
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718 337 3700

Collect calls accepted.

I do not intend to respond to Rabbi
Moscowitz, But I believe that a broad-
er discussion is in place at this time,

A CALL FOR BROADER DISCUSSION

{“The Third of Tammuz is not the
Rebbe’s Yahrzeit”), besides a per-
functory “by the grace of G-d” written
in small letters at the top right hand of
the ad, there is no mention of Hashem.
We are told that “the Rebbe continues to

In the first ad in The New York Times

| inspire and direct the drive towards

redemption in ways beyond our limit-
ed human vision.”

1t is not Hakadosh Baruch Hu who
directs, but the Rebbe, Moshiach is not
a shaliach of Hakadosh Baruch Hu, but
the director of Redemption.

“We are absolutely certain the Rebbe
will lead us to our ultimate and eternal
redemption,” the ad tells us. VeHu
yolicheinu komemius le’artzeinu — “He
will lead us proudly to our land” -
which all Jews recite referring to Haka-
dosh Baruch Hu, is recited by the Mes-
sianists in reference to the Rebbe.

The ad does not tell us to turn to
Hakadosh Baruch Hu with our inner-
most thoughts and deepest prayers, but
to the Rebbe.

A box on the side of the ad tells us:
“A single rightecus act can tip the bal-
ance and make ali the difference. In
honor of 3 Tammuz, | hereby commit
myself to the following improvements
in my lifestyle in order to hasten the
arrival of Moshiach and redemption for
all mankind” This is followed by a
checklist of mitzvos.

*k

ormative Yiddishkeit is a G-d-

| \ | centered religion. We believe in

an omniscient, omnipotent, and

omnipresent Creator to Whom we pray

and Whose mitzvos we fulfill because He
has commanded us to do so.

‘What we are being asked by the Mes-
stanists to accept as normative Yid-
dishkeit is a deified Rebbe/Messiah-
centered religion. We are told to believe
in  an omniscient, omnipotent,
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omnipresent Rebbe, who is the physical
incarnation of G-d, to whom we should
direct our prayers, and that the mitzvos
should be performed in order to bring
about his Second Coming,.

What we have seen developing slow-
ly over a number of years is finally
being publicly proclaimed. In simple
words: Worship of the Rekbe has been
substituted for worship of Hakadosh
Baruch Hu.

ok

he Meshichisten are quite apt at
| producing “sources” for all their
theology. But let us ask a ques-
tion: Did the theology and the resultant
agenda evolve from “the sources,” or
were the sources dug up to justify the
theology and the agenda? 1 have reason
to believe that the latter is true, First,
because all of the above-mentioned
statements now represented as norma-
tive Yiddishkeit have been historically
foreign to Jewish thought. Not only the
average Jew, but even Gedolei Torah who
reviewed this article were not aware of
such Torah hashkafos based on these
sources.

Second, the Messianists among
Lubavitch are notorious for picking and
choosing “sources” which fit the current
state of affairs, and then doing theo-
logical and scholarly flip-flops when the
situation changes. The obvious case-in-
point: when the Rebbe was alive, they
brought “proofs” from a number of
sources that there has to be a live per-
son in every generation who is most fit
to be Moshiach. Because if he is not alive,
how can we expect him to come every
day? When the Rebbe lay deathly ill,
reporters asked Lubavitch spokesmen if
they were preparing their children for
the Rebbe's possible demise. “Impossi-
ble,” was the answer; “this doesn’t even
come into question. Should we tell them
that the sun will not rise tomorrow?”

And then the Rebbe died!... Where-
upon sources were immediately found
that there could be a dead Moshiach,
even sources that Moshiach had to
appear and then disappear -— meaning
that he would die. But then there seems

to be some disagreement on this point
even among the Meshichisten. Some got
around the problem by saying that he
never died.

“Since the Third of Tammuz {5754-
1994}, we are no longer able to physically
see the Rebbe King Moshiach. The Rebbe
remains physically alive just as before, it
is only to our eyes that he is concealed.
Therefore, we call this a day of conceal-
ment, and many refer to this as the ‘last
test. Just as we know that there is a G-
d though we may not see him (sic), so
too the Rebbe King Moshiach is here

even though we do not see him.” 4

The ad in The New York Times seemms
to want to cover all bases. We are told
there: “Three years ago today (3 Tammuz
5754} the Lubavitcher Rebbe Rabbi
Menachem M. Schneerson was liberat-
ed from the limitations of corporeal exis-
tence” He Is not alive in a physical sense

*+ Published in a brechure entitled “Chassidim
Proclaim to the Lubavitcher Rebbe: Long Live our
Master, our Teacher, our Rebbe King Mashiach
Forever and Ever,” compiled in the “Merit of the
Righteous Women™/433 Kingston Avenue/P.O.
Box 35/Brooklyn, NY 11225
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-~ which makes him even greater. And
therefore, “the third of Tammuz is not
the Rebbe's Yahrzeit” Yet the ad tells us,
“We believe with complete and uncom-
promising faith in Moshiach and the res-
urrection of the dead.” They obviously
hope for his resurrection from the dead.

To address and refute point by point
alt of the Messianists’ “proofs” does not
come into question. We are not going
to enter into a theological debate on
unquestionable ikrei emuna and digni-
fy with a response that which should not
even be heard.

Wagon-loads of so-called “proofs”
will not make the Lubavitcher Rebbe into
what the Messianists would have us
believe, and will not convert Christian
theology into normative Judaism.

Besides, I do not believe that it wil}
make any difference to the Messianists.
They will remain steadfast in their
faith. For most others, it’s not necessary,
because the fallacies are obvious. But for
those who may be confused, T will
address the issue in a general manner
and begin by making one quite univer-
sally accepted observation: Any serious
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student of Torah knows that there are
statements in Tanach and in the words
of the chachamim to be taken literally,
and those to be understecod metaphor-
ically. Whaoever confuses the two is guilty
at times of outright kefira (heresy).

Of Literal Meaning and Allegory

f one would take every pasukin the

Torah literally, for instance, he could

“prove” that Hashem has hands and
feet and eyes and a mouth, which any
cheder child knows is not true. These
pesukim are obviously not to be under-
stood kepshutam — literally — but
metaphorically,

Similarly, if we take pesukim such as
TPV P IHVYT v 7T Sy NG nrrem —
“You shall tie them as a sign on your
hand and they shali be an adornment
between your eyes,” or muma Pp onanm
Jra - “and you shall write them on the
doorposts of your house” allegorically,
we will have vm eliminated the mitzvos
of tefillin and mezuza.

The Messianists’ “sources” for “equat-
ing tzaddikin with Hashem” are obvi-
ously not to be taken literally, but are to
be understood as referring to certain
attributes of Hashem which apply to the
tzaddikim, or as speaking of Hashenr's
spirit resting on the tzaddikim. If we say
that these sources “prove” that Hashent's
“Being and Essence” is clothed in a bedy,
we are guilty of the same idolatrous
error as saying that the Creator has
hands and feet.’

But perhaps the Messianists are also

*1n his letter, Rabbi Moscowitz writes: “It is pos-
sible that Rabbi Keller's ire is aroused by the words
‘Essence’ and ‘Being’ {used in reference to the
Rebbel, but the basic issue is identical, whether
we speak of the Shechina, spirit of G-d, the
Essence of G-d, Being of G-d, or any other term
for Hashem as being enclothed in a body.”

I (ind this confusion and equation of “Being
and Essence” — atzinus 1'mahus — with Shechi-
na, nothing short of amazing, There is a basic ele-
mentary difference between Sheching — the man-
ifestation of kavod Hashem, which may be
limited in time and place — and the Being and
Essence of Ein Sof, which has no limitation. The
Being and Essence of Hasliem is such that it is
above time and place — v'les machshava tefisa bay
ktal — no human thought can at all have any
grasp of it.
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using the term “Being and Essence” in
an allegorical sense? This is obviously
not so. The articles | quoted in my orig-
inal essay leaves nothing to the imagi-
nation. Let me quote more fully:

So being stuck with Moshe
Rabbeinit means being stuck with the
Rebbe, which means being stuck with
the absolute truth of all their state-
ments, including those statements
about what is Rebbe. For example, that
Rebbe is the “Essence and Being [of
G-d} enclothed in a body,” that a
Rebbe is by nature “omniscient,” and
“omnipotent,” that all material and
spiritual blessings flow from the
Rebbe.

These are radical statements that
many would like to sweep under the
rug of normative Judaism. However,
they are neither wild exaggerations nor
poetic parables. Rather these ideas are
facts of life which help us understand

how a “human being” like the Rebbe |

can foresee and control and coordinate
the finest details of someone's personal
life effecting his powerful blessings
over many years and many rmiles
removed. In other words, there is noth-
ing shocking about the Rebbe’s powet
given that his nature is above the lim-
itations of nature.
The article concludes as follows:
What can we learn from all of this?
See G-dliness! There is someone con-
trolling the workings of this world and
therefore everything is governed
according to Particular Divine Prov-

5“The Rebbe’s Answer: A Dream Come True,” by
Aryeh A. Gotfryd, Ph.D., Bais Moshiach, Elul, 5756,
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Any serious student of Torah knows that there
are statements in Tanach and in the words of
the chachamim to be taken literally, and those to
be understood metaphorically. VWhoever confuses
the two is guilty at times of outright kefira (heresy).
The Meshichstim are not only guilty of taking
literally that which was never meani to be taken
literally, but have also turned that which was
cerfainly meant to be taken literally into allegory.

idence. Moreover, this Particular !

Divine Providence operates not only

when we see how it all comes togeth-

er but also when we don’t. We know |
this to be true because the “punch-
line” Divine Fingerprint event must be
known in advance by someone draft-
ing the plan and coordinating various
unrelated factors long in advance of
the climactic glorious moment when
it all comes together.

But who is that someone pulling the
strings and dispensing all Particular
Divine Providence, revealed and oth-
erwise! Qur Sages say “A Tzaddik
decrees and the Holy One Blessed Be
He fuilfills.” They also say “The Holy
One Blessed Be He decrees and the
tzaddik tears it up.”

So who Elokeinu? Who Avima?
Who Malkeim Who Moishein Who
Yoshianu V'Yigaleinu Shaynis B'Korov?
The Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach. That’s
who,

In other words, not only is there an
equation between G-d and the Rebbe,
the Rebbe possessing all of Hashem's
attributes, but the Rebbe dictates to
Hashem, and he, the Rebbe, is running
the show, not Hashem. So the Rebbe is
Elokeinu. aoom,

The avoda zara of these statements
is so obvious, that there is nothing more

to discuss.

From Faith to the Realm of Action

f course, this does not remain
Owith faith alone, but is trans-

fated into action by directing
prayers fo the Rebbe, All of the “sources”
that indicate one can ask tzaddikim to
intercede for him with their prayers to
Hashem have no bearing on praying to
the tzaddik. Praying to the tzaddik, upon
whom one has conferred the qualities
of omniscience and omnipotence, is
avoda zara,

To cite sources from Zohar that the
souls of departed tzaddikim are found
in all worlds more than in their lifetime
and that they shield the world after their
death, to justify an ad that is entitled
“The Third of Tammuz is not the Rebbe’s
Yahrzeit,” is absurd.

The Zohar is referring to dead tzad-
dikim, whose Yahrzeits are observed. The
Messianists, however, still consider the
Rebbe alive — even call him the Rebbe
Shiira and speak of him in the present
tense. Moshe Rabbeinu died, Avraham
Avinu died — but the Rebbe lives on!
This may not be avoda zara per se, but
it is surely not normative Yriddishkeit,
and is the door that opens to avoda zara.
Once a hero has been immortalized, the
process of deification is not far behind.

The ad tells us: “We believe with com-
plete and uncompromising faith in

Moshiach and the resurrection of the

dead.” To that, we say, “So do we” But
these are but two of the Rambam’s Thir-
teen Principles of Faith. There are
eleven others, also codified in the Ani
Maamin accepted by faithful Jews all
over the world — amoeng them:
RIMEW TIRM R 10w MR PraRmn IR
TPBN Y TR RN RN 725 pr R 12
wpnn 22 mpyn - “1 believe with per-
fect faith that the Creator, blessed be His
Name, creates and rules all creatares and
He alone made, does make and will
make all things.”

WR MY T RTIY DWW FIRRA THINR R
un T N - T believe with per-
fect faith that the Creator, blessed be His
Name, is not a body and nothing per-
taining to physical bodies pertains to Him.”
17 1w TIAM RNIMY " RN PR IR
-ty Yoannt T PRy YHhenn e b
“I believe with perfect faith that to the
Creator, blessed be His Name, alone is
it proper to pray, and that it is wrong to
pray to any other.”

VTR AT RO 1P ARG RN MR
mroerm TR R v e -1 believe that
the Creator knows all the actions of man
and all their thoughts™; and this is the
exclusive property of Hashem.

Of course, the Meshichisten in their
fantasies believe that once they have
made the Rebbe into the Being and
Essence of (G-d, there is no problem with
any of this. But the Rebbeis not the first
man to have been made into a god. His-
tory is replete with them. The Torah telis
us in Parshas Bereishis in regard to the
generation of Enosh: “Az huchal likro
besheim Hashem™ (Bereishis 4, 26).
Rashi explains that Hashes’'s Name was
profaned by calling men and idols with
the name of Hakadosh Baruch Hu —
Nimrod, Pharaoh, Nevuchadnetzar, the
Nazarene, and the Emperor of Japan, are
just a few examples. But this is not nor-
mative Judaism.

A Plethora of New and Bizarre Practices
Il sorts of new and bizarre prac-
tices have arisen. A new declara-
tion has evolved, which is at once

a proclamation of faith and, to some, a
form of worship recited three times in

16
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unison after davening and at simchos or
public gatherings: “ Yechi Adoneinu Mor-
einy Verabbeinu Hamelech Hamoshiach
Uolam va'ed ~ Long lve our master, our
teacher, our Rebbe, King Moshiach for-
ever and ever.”” Fye witnesses report that
this slogan is embroidered on the
paroches of the Aron Kodesh of Lubav-
itch headquarters at 770 Eastern Park-
way. (It should be noted that this was,
and continues to be, a source of inter-
nal controversy.)

To“connect to the Rebbe” { hiskashrus
im HaRebbe) — Chassidim close their
eyes and conjure up the image of the
Rebbes, School children are being taught
to kiss the Rebbe’s picture just as they kiss
the mezuza.

People are submitting their ques-
tions and problems to the Rebbe, and
requesting his blessings by writing
letters to him and placing them at ran-
dom in the Rebbe’s volume of corre-
spondence, “Igros Kodesh.” Whatever
letter of the Rebbe happens to be on
that page is considered to be an answer
from the Rebbe. The Rebbe’s mikveh
water has become a new wonder cure
for whatever ails you. Drink it or apply
it locally and with a substantial con-
tribution to tzeddaka, miracles will hap-
pen. If ail this sounds strange to most
Jews, to the Messianists it is all main-
strearn Judaism. And a “source” can be
found for it.

The supreme tragic irony, however,
is that the whole messianic movement
- gven with the inevitable elements of

7 In 1996, in Sichos Hage'ula, a weekly published
iz Israel, the word “Boreinu {Qur Creator)” was
substituted for “Our Rebbe” This, of course, cre-
ated quite a stir, even among the Meshichisten,
and its use in print has been discontinued, to the
best of my knowledge. It is still used orally, how-
ever, by some extreme elements.

8 The Rama in the first §'if in Shulchan Aruch
Orach Chaim tells us that shivisi Hashem leneg-
di tamid s a great principle in Torah and in Maa-
los Hatzaddikir. The Mishna Berura explains this
to mean that a person should always think that
he stands in the presence of the Ribbono Shel
Olam because the world is filled with the glory
of Hakadosh Baruch Hu. He writes in the name
of the Ari 27 that a person should cenjure up
before his mind’s eve the name of Hashern, which
helps greatly in acquiring Yiras Shamayin. For
this the Messianists have substituted the Rebbe's
picture!

avoda zara removed — has not
strengthened belief in Moshiach, but as
with all false messianic movements of
the past, has ultimately weakened it. [t
has become an object of ridicule among
Jews and non-Jews alike, who look
askance at the whole concept of Moshi-
ach, which has been trivialized by the
ads, billboards, buraper stickers and
petitions.?

9 On Feb. 6, '98, there appeared a half page ad in
the Jewish Press entitled: “You can heip bring
Moshiach closer” - with the copy of a declaration
addressed: “To our revered teacher and Rebbe,
Rabbi Menachem Schneerson, melech hamoshiach,

From Literal Meaning to Allegory

he Meshichsten are not only guilty of
Ttaking literally that which was never

meant to be taken literally, but have
aiso turned that which was certainly meant
to be taken literally into allegory.

The Rambam is quite clear in
describing the prerequisites for one to
be called Melech Hamoshiach. “If aking
may vou live for ever,” and declaring acceptance
of his leadership: “We request, pray and demand
that Moshiach be immediately revealed for ail to

see...” — to be signed and returned to: Yechi Har-
elech, 1715 Union Street, Brooklyn, NY.
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Waterpark
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Helpline.
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718 HELP-NOW
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For addiction problems call our
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will arise from the House of David who
learns Torah and engages in mitzvoslike
his father David, according to the writ-
ten Torah and the oral Torah, and com-
pells all of Israel to follow it, and
strengthens and repairs its breaches, and
fights the wars of Hashem — this person
is bechezkas shehu (can be assumed to
be} Moshigch. If he did this and was suc-
cessful and built the Mikdash in its place
and gathered the dispersed of Israel, he
is definitely Moshiach.!%” (The empha-
sis is added intentionally.)

All of Israel have not been brought
to follow the Torah. No wars were
fought. The Beis Hamikdash has not
been built, and the Jewish people is still
dispersed to the four corners of the
earth. But none of this fazes the Mes-
sianists who use this very Rambam to
prove that the Rebbe is not only
bechezkas (presumed to be} Moshiach —
he 1s vadai (definitely) Moshiach.

To them “All of Israel” means the
unknown numbers of those who have
been brought closer by the Rebbe’s
shluchim. There may be a considerable
number, but by no stretch of the imag-
ination are they all — or even a signif-
icant percentage!! — of the world’s Jews.
The bicodless revolution that brought
down the Communist regime in the
Soviet Union is the success in the
“Wars of Hashem” referred to by the
Rambam — which were spiritual wars
fought by the Rebbe's emissaries to Rus-
sia. The aliva from the former Soviet
Union is the gathering of the exiles,
which of course the Rebbe as Moshiach
has effected.

‘What about the Bers Hamikdash?
There the allegoric ingenuity {and con-
fusion) knows no bounds.

“Moshiach builds the Temple in his
place where he lives at the time of exile.
This Temple is the building at 770 East-
ern Parkway, the synagogue from which
the Rebbe teaches the Torah, and from

19 Hilchos Melachim 11:4.
1 The most extravagant claims of Lubavitch put
the total number belonging to the whole move-
ment at 200,000 out of 14,000,000 Jews world-
wide — less than 1.5%. (More conservative pro-
fessional estimates put the number at a fraction
of that figure.)

18

The Jewish Observer, March 71998



where the ‘light bursts forth to the rest |

of the world. The future Temple will be
revealed first in the place where Moshi-
ach builds his Temple in exile, and from
there it will be moved to Jerusalem.”12
And the Jewish people is supposed to
accept this as mainstream Judaism!

More Than the Rambam's Moshiach

he Messianists have even gone
further than the Rambam

requires in qualifying the Rebbe

as Moshiach. They attribute all sorts of |

miracles to him.

“Amazing stories keep pouring in
from all corners of the globe. People are
experiencing miracles large and small.
Lives are being transformed. The sick are
being healed. Broken families are being
reunited. Livelihoods are being restored.

And all this because of a profound per- !

sonal connection to the Rebbe who is
with all of us.”13

The Rambam says:

“And let it not enter your mind that
the Melech Hamoshiach must perform
signs and wonders and bring about new
things in the world or bring the dead
back to life or other things of the sort.
This is not so. For Rabbi Akiva was a
great chacham among the sages of the
Mishna, and he served the King Ben

Koziba (Bar Kochba), and he said about !

him that he was Melech Hamoshiach,
and he and alf of the Sages of his gen-
eration thought that he was the Melech
Harnoshiach, until he was killed because
of sins. Once he was killed, it was known
to them that he was not. And the

chachamim had not asked of him any !

signs or wonders.”
[n short, according to the simple, true
pshat in Rambam, Moshiach is not

required to do miracles but he is |

required 1o produce certain results. If he

dies before he has produced, he is not |

Moshiach! But according to the Mes-
sianists, dying does not disqualify the

12Quoted in full from the above-mentioned pam-
phlet, “In the Merit of Righteous Women.”

3 Ad in The New York Times — “The third of
Tammug, etc...”

1 Hilchos Melachin 11:3.

hy has the Torah

community not
risen up against these
aberrations and
allowed matters o
deteriorate so far
without any more
vigorous protest? |
suspect that it is
because these
Meshichisten are not
taken seriously. People
consider them odd and
shrug them off with @
smile. But this is not o
laughing matter.

Moshiach. Judged by their standards,
Rabbi Akiva was not a true believer —
for nothing stands in the way of true
faith. Rabbi Akiva and all of the sages
should have believed in the second com-
ing of Bar Kochba; or better still, they
should have believed that he never died.

SOME VERY BASIC QUESTIONS

ur present day Meshichisten are
O much stronger in their faith, and

therefore have after his death
gone far beyond what they dared to do
in the Rebbe’s lifetime. Which brings us
to a very basic guestion: Who is now set-
ting the tone in Lubavitch? Who has pro-
mulgated all of the new beliefs that have
come out since the Lubavitcher Rebbe’s
demise? When the Rebbe was alive and
well, his was the final word. Since then,

|

|
|

who has decided all of this? Who said
that the Rebbe is Moshiach after he died?
Or that he still lives in the physical sense,

i except that our human eyes cannot see

him; or that he was liberated from all
limitations of corporeal existence and is
everywhere? Who instituted all the
strange practices referred to above?

If the Rebbe is indeed Moshiach and
“the Being and Essence,” etc., why is it
necessary to prove so in full page ads in
The New York Times?

Why has the Torah community not
risen up against these aberrations and
allowed matters to deteriorate so far
without any more vigorous protest? [
suspect that it is because these

| Meshichisten are not taken seriously.

People consider them odd and shrug
them off with a smile. But this is not a
laughing matter. We are living in an age
of teshuva. Young people are seeking
spirituality and many of them are being
drawn into this. What is perhaps more
pitiful, a whole generation of children
in those schools controlled by the
Meshichisten are being educated into
false messianism and aveda zara.

There is no question that the Lubav-
itcher Rebbe created the world’s largest Jew-
ish outreach organization and one of the
largest educational networks. It is indeed
sad to see a movement with so much good
to its credit and so much mesiras nefesh
being dragged down and discredited by
tragically misguided people.

The responsible elements in Lubav-
itch must face up to the question: what
will become of this movement? Will it
be set back on a true course to reach out
and bring Jews doser to Hashernand His
mitzvos, of evolve into a huge messian-
ic cult whose purpose is to propagate the
divinity and worship of the Rebbe? B
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SLIDING DOWN THE
SLIPPERY SLOPE

U Open Your morn-

ing newspaper, and

there he is again —
Dr. Jack Kevorkian, fresh
from providing another
suffering individual with
his distinctive brand of
humanitarian care. At
times it seemns as if physi-
cian-assisted suicide is des-
tined to become the New
Age version of chessed shel
emes.  Though the
Kevorkian approach is
anathema to the Torah-
observant community, the
troubling question remains
— why are some people
resorting to such drastic
measures to gain relief
from physical and emo-
tional despair?

Before we explore this
issue and possible alterna-
tive solutions, we should
appreciate that we are for-
tunase in some small way,
for at least end-of-life
issues are still open for
debate in this country. In
Holland, for example, both
assisted  suicide  and
euthanasia have already
been legalized, and urilized, for years.

A survey commissioned by the Dutch
government revealed that approxi-
mately 3,600 patients died in 1995 asa
result of assisted suicide or euthanasia.
A recent article in a national periodical
quoted Dr. Herbert Hendin, medical
director for the American Foundation
for Suicide Prevention, as sharply

Rabbi Stern is the Rav of Congregation Agudas
Achim of Midwoed, and s the author of numer-
ous ArtScroil publications. He also serves as Rab-
binic Coordinator for The Jewish Hospice of
Greater New York. The author acknowledges
Rabbi Shmuel Lefkowitz, Chairman of the
Community Advisery Board of The Jewish
Hospice of Greater New York, and Moshe
Borowski, ACSW, Community Services Liaison
for Metropolitan Jewish Health Syster’s Home
and Continuing Care Services, for their contri-
bution to this article.

observing “what was intended as a sofu-
tion for exceptional cases hasbecomea
routine way of dealing with terminal
cases. The Netherlands has moved from
euthanasia for the terminally iHl to
euthanasia for the chronically ill, from
euthanasia for physical illness to
euthanasia for psychological distress,
and from voluntary to involuntary
euthanasia”

The Netherlands, whose policies
reportedly served as the inspiration for
Dr. Kevorkian’s second career in med-
icine, has apparently stumbled down the
“slippery slope” of medical ethics. As a
conscientious Dutch physician laments
in the same article: “Unfortunately, the
Dutch discovered euthanasia before
they discovered palliative care.”

Rabbi Yosef Stern

EXAMINING THE HOSPICE
MOVEMENT

dvances in pallia-

tive care (including

the use of analgesics
and pain management
techniques) have made it
possible to generally con-
trol what many patients
describe as almost unbear-
able pain. The hospice
movement has claimed a
particular expertise in the
use of palliative care. Hos-
pice is a philosophy of care
which posits a holistic
approach to addressing the
physical, emotional and
spiritual needs of termi-
nally ill patients. For
patients who are not
receiving curative treat-
ment, comfort and pain
management become the
prirnary focus of care.

Hospice programs for-
mulate an individualized
plan of care to anticipate
pain needs before they
actually begin. This differs
from the classic acute care
model, which medicates
in response to pain that has
already started. The pain
management regimen s
carefully devised to assist patients to
remain as alert and functioning as pos-
sible.

How do patients enter hospice pro-
grams? Many terminally il individuals
are referred upon discharge from the
hospital. As we are all painfully aware,
managed care has created a general
atmosphere in which patients are often
unable to remain hospitalized for
extended periods of time. Insurances
may discourage extended hospitalization
for patients who are deemed to be
receiving what they view as “futile
care” There has also been a recent trend
in nursing homes to utilize on-site hos-
pice services for qualified residents.

Patients often plead with physicians
and family members to grant them one
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last request: “I want te remain in my own
home” Common perception is that
hospice is a place where people go to die.
As we we will soon discuss, however,
hospices can be designed to be life affirm-
ing, with the overwhelming majority of
care actually being provided in the
home. This approach is predicated on the
belief that patients respond best when
remaining in a familiar environment, in
the comforting company of loved ones.
Hospices also have short term inpatient
tacilities avaikable to treat emergency sit-
uations, with the goal of returning
patients home as soon as possible.

Care is provided by an interdiscipli-
nary team of health care professionals,
inchuding physicians, registered nurses,
physical and occupational therapists,
social workers, nutritionists, trained vol-
unteers and home health aides. Medi-
cines and medical equipment are deliv-
ered to the home as well, Despite the
understandable anxiety and concern that
families often have, they quickly come
to appreciate the tremendous support
that this broad array of personnel and
services provides. Managing the
patient’s pain and discomfort, coupled
with providing the family with support
and encouragement, often allows
patients and families to address the emo-
tional and spiritual issues involved in the
end stages of life.

Hospice programs are currently
experiencing a major growth spurt.
Recent statistics (as reported in The New
York Times, July 6, 1997) show that there
are now approximately 3,000 hospices
operating in the United States, which in
1996 admitted 450,000 patients.

URIAL PLOTS

IN ERETZ YISROEL

Interment in a:_’_Shomer Shabbos Beis
Olam uear Bei&_g_ﬁhemcsh

Please phone.or write to:
Chevra Oseh Chesed of Agudath Israel
84 Wiltiam Street.New York, NY 10038
(212)=7187-9000

he only responsible,

halachic response
would seem fo be a
hospice program that
allows a family’s
personal Rav or poseik
to be actively involved
in the interdisciplinary
team’s decision
making process.

WHEN IS HOSPICE CARE
APPROPRIATE?

t this point, hospice care may
Astrike the reader as a welcome

component in the full range of
modern medical treatment. But the sit-
uation may be more complex. A fun-
damental aspect of hospice philosophy
is that services are provided to individ-
1zals who are no longer receiving aggres-
sive curative treagment. During a round-
table presentation at the recent Agudath
Israel of America national convention,
noted oncologist Dr. Yashar Hirshaut
discussed his personal philosophy of
patient care, emphatically agreeing with

a colleague who had stated that “Itry to |

' Coping with Adversity.

If you can use a copy,
please contact:
: Yeshiva Fund :
| Box 82, Staten Island, NY 10309

cure all my patients. [ know that I will
not always succeed, but as a result of my
efforts they will live longer and better
lives.” Expounding on the approach that
he absorbed while interning at the
National Cancer Institute many years
ago, Dr. Hirshaut further explained that
“the tragedy of cancer does not have to
be a permanent one. We may not bring
a cure to this particular patient, but each
subsequent patient is closer to cure as
a result of our diligent efforts.” He point-
ed out that certain patients, upon hav-
ing exhausted attempts at curative
treatment, may be appropriately
referred to hospice programs, but
expressed great concern that such pro-
grams be willing and able to conform
to the dictates of halacha.

While there is a feeling in some cix-
cles that terminally il patients should
remain hospitalized for as long as pos-
sible s0 as to be targetted for continu-
ing efforts to cure them, such care is not
always available due to the managed care
issues that were previously mentioned.
Another concern was vividly described
by Christina Walker Campi in her
recent Op-Ed piece in The New York
Tisnes (January 5, 1998). Ms. Campi,

| executive director for Medical Mis-

sions International, writes about a
number of terminally ill relatives who

1 recently died while in the hospital. “The

cause of death: morphine..., which
eased pain, but also hastened death.”
This hard-hitting testomonial con-
cludes with Ms. Campi reflecting in
hindsight: “When we made the decision
to terminate treatment, the doctors
should have handed my husband’s care

Luxury Suites for guests or tourists in
the heart of Flatbush, Brooklyn, New
York. For dayAveek or short term rental.
Convenient Location, Near Shuls,
Shepping, Bus, and Subway.

For reservations and rates please call:
(718) 951-9569 Ext.261 or
Fax: (718) 253-3269
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|

Fomi|%es may be

concemned about
explicitly informing
patients that they are in
a hospice program,
due to possible fears,
anxieties, and a sense
of defeat that may
result.

over to a palliative care team.... His dying |

needed to be managed as much as his
treatment did.”
Clearly, the difficult issues that ter-

minal illnesses present for members of

our community need to be addressed by
both physicians and Rabbanim who are
experienced in pain management and
end-of-life issues, and are willing to

work in tandem, as we shall demonstrate

THE EMERGING CONCEPT OF
JEWISH HOSPICE

hile hospices have established |
Wan enviable track record in :
providing pain relief and

emotional care, statistics and public
opinion are not sufficient for the Torah-

observant Jew. For such a person, that |
which is societally accepted as humane

and compassionate must still be sub-
mitted to the unflinching analysis of
halacha and Torah values,

Hospice care may at times entail

issues relevant to halacha, induding |

medical decisions regarding intravenous
(IV} hydration, tube feedings, blood
transfusions and antibiotic therapies,

There are also strict halachic limitations |

as to whether, and at what point in the
illness, a Do Not Resuscitate (DNR)
order may or should be signed. Anoth-
er halachic issue is whether a terminal-

ly ill individual should be made aware |

of his or her diagnosis or prognosis.
Families may be concerned about
explicitly informing patients that they
are in a hospice program, due to possi-
ble fears, anxileties, and a sense of
defeat that may result.

The only responsible, halachic
response would seem to be a hospice pro-
gram that allows a family’s personal Rav
or poseik to be actively involved in the
interdisciplinary team’s decision making
process. This is the first step in creating
a uniquely Jewish hospice program.

Another key facet to Jewish hospice

is ensuring that staff members are sen-
sitive to the special needs of the com-
munity. A Jewish hospice should have
a halachic advisor who is readily avail-
able for consultation for both patients
and staff, especially regarding situations
where end-of-life she'eilos may arise.
Inservice staff trainings on Jewish top-
ics {end-of-life halachic issues, unique
cultural and religious aspects of the
many groups that comprise the Jewish
community, etc.) are vital. There should
also be a Ravavailable to meet the emo-
tional and spiritual needs of Jewish

o6

| found the

“ alwavs thought
that the best doctors
were far from home.
But when [ gof sick, | found
that the best health care was right near
my house. The care | received from the
doctors—coctors like Dr. Arthur Kay, Chair-
man of the Department of Neurclogy,
helped me get well. He and other doc-
tors and nurses at The Brookdale Uni-
versity Hospital were simply mar-

velous.”
LOWNS MARVIN

Quafity health care begins with great doc-
tors. Five of Brookdale's doctors were

best®
Health Care IMITNULES

from my home , ’

named among
the nation’s best by
American Health Mag-
azine. Ten were listed
among the best doctors in New York
Magazine.
TAKE A CLOSER LOOK AT THE
NEW BROOKDALE-with its state
of the art technology, a kosher
kitchen certified by K'hal Adas Jeshu-
run and a pleasant environment.
Only minutes away from most Jew-
ish communities in Brookfyn.

FOR MORE INFORMATION. PLEASE CONTACT:

% THE BROOKDALE UNIVERSITY e

)
2

Y

hze s

HOSPITAL AND MEDICAL CENTER 58

ONE BROOKDALE PLAZA, BROOKLYN, NY. 11212 « CALL 718/ 240-5325]
VISIT OUR WEB STE AT www hrookdalchospital.com
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patients.

In addition, administrative policies
should be accommodating to the needs
of Orthodox patients and families.
DNR’s should be subject to guidance of
the patient’s Rav, and Halachic Living
Wills should be made available to all
Jewish patients. Families should be
allowed to decide whether a patient is
advised of their diagnosis or prognosis,
Patients should be afforded the oppor-
tunity to recite the appropriate tefillos,
including Sheimos and Vidui (*“Shekol
hamisvadeh yesh lo cheilek 1'Olam
Habba..)— Sanhedrin 43b).

It is important to have close working
relationships with local Bikur Cholim
associations and chevros kaddisha.
Understandabiy, family members are at
times too distraught to make appropri-
ate burial preparations. The hospice Rav

can play a vital role at such times by com-
forting the family and helping to coor-
dinate necessary arrangements. Bereave-
ment services should be made available
to family members for the course of the
following year.

Other halachic issues may also be
involved in hospice care. Patients and
famnilies need to evaluate whether a hos-
pice program is committed to provid-
ing ali care that is halachically and med-
ically indicated, even to the extent of
having the patient leave the program for
medically aggressive treatment. In addi-
tion, they should carefully explore:

+ Does the program have a competent
halachic advisor available to pasken rel-
evant she'eilos, especially those regard-
ing end-of-life issues?

+ Will the program allow the family to
utilize their own Rav or poseik in

To heip harness the enormous spirit
reverberating throughout the Americas
in the wake of the historic Tenth Siyum
HaShas of the Daf Yomi, Agudath Israel
of America's Daf Yomi Commission
reminds the public that...

= if you require assistance in the forma-
tion of a new Daf Yomi group and/or
are in need of a qualified maggid shiur,
the Daf Yomi Commission can help.

= For a laminated book-mark with a 16-
month Daf Yomi calendar, free of
charge, our office can be wrilten or
faxed. A 32-page seven-year calendar
is also available, for a handling charge
of $2.00 each.

« if you are aware of a new Daf Yomi
shiur, please contact us for a Shiur
Registration Form, so that it can be
inciuded in the new edition of the North
American Directory of Daf Yomi
Shiurim presently under preparation.

= In the meantime, copies of the 1896
Directory — though it does not list the
myriad new groups established since
the Siyurn — are still available.

* You can alse send for a free Directory
of Daf Yomi Services, outlining the var-
ious programs and assistance avail-
abie to participants in /imud Daf Yomi.

Just write, fax or phone:
DAF YOMI COMMISSION /7 AGUDATH ISRAEL OF AMERICA
84 Willlam Street, New York, NY 10038

(212) 797-8000 ext. 56 FAX (212)269-2843

addressing the patient’s care needs,
and will treatments such as blood
transfusions, antibiotic therapies and IV
hydration be provided if necessary?

» Are Halachic Living Wills recognized,
and will the program accommodate
patients who choose to be resuscitated?
» Does the program have a qualified Rav
available to visit patients at home or in
the inpatient facility?

¢ Does the inpatient facility provide
kosher food?

» Are policies in place for the inpatient
unit to deal with deaths on Shabbos or
Yom Tov?

LIVING WITH DIGNITY

to halacha, Orthodox Jews sirive to

maintain a proper hashkofas
ha'chaim. In recent times, the phrase
“death with dignity” has come into
vogue, While it is certainly important
that a person’s actual petira (passing) be
as bekavodik {dignified) as possible, the
Jewish hospice movement also needs to
embrace the hashkafa of “living with dig-
nity” Only HaKadosh Baruch Huknows
the exact amount of time each person
is granted in this life — whatever time
a person has should be spent with as
much meaning and purpose as possible.

The following incidents underscore
how Jewish hospice services can be life
affirming, at times truly enhancing the
lives of patients, families and even staff:
“Eitz chaim he Pmachazikim ba... —
The Torah is a tree of life to all those
wha cling dearly to it”

Mr. Weiss,! grappling with terminal
cancer, resolves to perpetuate his family
legacy by donating a Sefer Torah o his
son’s yeshiva. The yeshiva is most appre-
ciative, and announces that the
hachnosas Sefer Torah will take place in
two weeks.

His condition worsens, and he is
admitted to a hospice inpatient unit,
Aware of his diminishing stamina, Mr.
Wetss reveals that he does not feel well
enough to travel to the yeshiva for the
hachnosas Sefer Torah.

In addition to unwavering adherence

1 All names have been changed to protect the pri-
vacy of the principals.
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Both family and staff understand
how crucial this event is to this patient.
If Mr. Weiss cannot attend the cerermony,
then the ceremony will be brought ro him!

Fortunately, there is an on-site shul at
the facility, which soon becomes the set-
ting for an emotional gathering: the
Roshei Yeshiva, bachurim and Sefer
Torah arrive, joining the Weiss family and
hospice staff in an extraordinary and
unforgettable celebration.

The spirited scene is reminiscent of
Simchas Torah — “Ohr zaru'a latzaddik,

w'liyishre lev simcha ~ spiritual light is |

planted for the tzaddik, and happiness for
those that are upright of heart.”

The words are chanted again and
again, resonating throughout the shul and
into the outer hallway. The yeshiva
bachurim dance with heartfelt enthusi-
asm, repeatedly circling Mr. Weiss while
he proudly clutches the Sefer Torah.

Mr. Weiss was intuitively correct about |

his worsening condition, and passed
away a few days later.

*%H

“A person can always do teshuva”
{ Rambam Hilchos Teshuva),

Mrs. Weiner’s physician referred her to
a hospice with a prognosis of six months
to live. Unexpectedly, the patient passed
away shortly after entering the prograrm.
Mr. Weiner was not at bedside at the time
of her petira, and the hospice staff
arranged to break the news to him as gen-
fly as possible,

Upon hearing the news, Mr. Weiner
put his head down in shock. After a few

moments, he composed himself, and |

looked directly into the eyes of the hospi-
tal administrator. “You know,” he halt-
ingly began, “I am not from a religious
family. And on top of that, I am a sur-
vivor.,. a survivor of a half dozen of the
most brutal concentration camps there
were,” He paused, teary-eyed. “But one
thing is important to me now. The bur-
ial must be handled according to
halacha.”

The staff immediately contacted a Rav
to assist with this delicate situation. In
the interimn, Mr. Weiner revealed that he
was a Kohein, and would not enter his

wife’s room until the Rabbi arrived and | the group members. Almost in disbelief,

explained the relevant halachos. JoAnne, a hospice nurse, begins to speak:
| “I can’t believe it! Just last night I visit-

i o ' eda patient at howe, and noticed that he
“And Hashem said to Avram... ‘1 will | had numbers on his arm. [ asked him
bless those that bless you' * (Bereishis | what they were, and he gently explained
12,1-3). . to me about his experiences in a concen-
Rabbi Mayer Scheinberg, halachic | tration camp during World War Il I
advisor for the Jewish Hospice of Greater | couldn’t believe that someone could
New York, held the hospice staff in rapt . endure such a terrble ordeal, and I saw
\ attention while addressing the topic of pro- | that he was a holy person. I asked him to
viding sensitive care to Holocaust sur- | please give me a blessing, which he gra-
vivors. He relates the famous incident of | ciously did. What a special, special man.”
the Satmar Rebbe preparing to depart
Eretz Yisroel after his sole visit to the Holy PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS FOR THE
Land. A distraught chassid implored the | ORTHODOX COMMUNITY
Rebbe to remain, for who will the Chas-
I sidim furn fo once he leaves? Who can eturning back to Dr. Kevorkian
‘ grant berachos which will be heeded in | R::or a moment — it is clear that
I Shamayim? The Satwiar Rebbe respond- is controversial methods con-
ed: “Go to a shul at Shacharis — Look  tinue to grab headlines. While he pro-
| around carefully while people are putting | ceeds with his mission, end-of-life
on tefillin. If you find a person who has | issues are being debated in a variety of
numbers tatooed on his arm, seek o bless- | arenas. These discussions will likely
ing from him.” ’ intensify over the next few years, with
A gasp is suddenly heard from one of i the resulting decisions heavily influ-

(4
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encing the legal, medical and managed
care fields in this country. We cannot
consider ourselves hermetically sealed
from the broad influences of contem-
porary society. It is important fo be
aware, for example, that the state of Ore-
gon recently passed a referendum which
in effect allows for assisted suicide for
terminally ill patients.

In addition, we of the Orthodox
community have terminally ill individ-
uals in our midst who at times suffer
needlessly in terrible pain, often unaware
of their halachic and medical options.
Family members of those who are ill or
recently deceased may suffer emotion-
ally, often feeling hopeless and helpless.

What can Orthodox Jews do to
make a difference? The following areas
will hopefully provide the beginnings of
a multifaceted Jewish approach to these
vital issues.

1) Legislation — The issue of physician
assisted suicide is totally unacceptable
by halacha. As Rabbi Moshe Peinstein

3t wrote {Igros Moshe, Yoreh De’ah
2:174), to actively shorten a life, even one
of agony and suffering, is forbidden. For
both patients and their families, pain
and suffering can present a seemingly
overwhelming ordeal. However, halacha
clearly prohibits actively hastening the
end of any individual’s life.

In addition, legalization of this
approach serves to have a negative
impact on the general moral climate, as
welt as opening up the type of ethical
Pandora’s box that the Netherlands
now faces,

Orthodox Jews shoutd do everything
in their power to contact their elected
officials on this matters — let them
know that you strongly oppose any pro-
posed legislation designed to legalize
physician-assisted suicide.

2a) Consultation with a Rav — Ifyou
know of someone who is terminally ill,
you may want to delicately explore with
their family whether a Rav or poseik is
actively involved in the medical care
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plan. This can be a very sensitive issue
for some families, so a good measure of
courtesy and common sense may be
required.

Patients and families have rights
when it comes to medical care decisions;
physicians should be notified in advance
of halachic concerns, and it is helpfui to
be as specific as possible.

2b) Halachic Living Wills — All Ortho-
dox Jews should be aware of the advan-
tages of utilizing a Halachic Living Will,
This is certainly relevant to patients who
are terminally ill, but is also applicable
to people who are not ill or elderly.
Though we often take our health and
longevity for granted, it is advisable 1o
be prepared in the event that chas
vshalom tragedy strikes and immediate
halachic decisions need to be made.

3) Support and Bereavement Groups —
[t is important to start support groups
for family members of the terminally i,
as well as bereavement groups for those
who have recently suffered the loss of a
family member. It is essential that such
groups be led by trained individuals who
understand the needs and concerns of
the Qrthedox community.

4) Increased Awareness and Sensitivi-
ty — We are all susceptible to & spiri-
tual malaise that Chazal termed “hergel”
From a Torah standpoint, it is impor-
tant to treat all people with respect and
consideration at all times. When deal-
ing with a terminally ill patient, this
approach becomes absolutely vital. Day
to day interactions, which to us may
seem trivial, can in fact make a tremen-

_bbsm'm *nnb‘v m
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dous impact on patients. Inquiring
“How are you feeling today?”, or pro-
viding a glass of water or even a simple
smile, may give a patient the emotion-
al chizuk he needs to cope at that par-
ticular moment.

5) Volunteers — Volunteerism has
recently become a popular topic in
American society. The Torah world has
known this principle for centuries, as
evidenced by the thriving chevros kad-
disha, Bikur Cholim associations, and
other chessed organizations, which have
always permeated Jewish society. To add

(718) 237.2988

NESHOAMA

ORCHESIRR

(516) 569-4949

another important venue to their lists,
the Jewish Hospice of Greater New York
is actively seeking volunteers to interact
with our Orthodox patients. They are
willing to train interested individuals in
our approach to dealing with the ter-
minally ill, and are in turn open to com-
ments and suiggestions that volunteers
may have concerning working with the
Orthodox community.

opinion of Dr. Abraham S. Abraham,

medical director of Shaarei Tsedek
Hospital in Yerushalayim. In a piece
entitled “Euthanasia,” Dr. Abraham elo-
quently confronts modern day views
regarding “quality of life.” In his chap-
ter on “Treatment of the Terminally 11"
he methodically outlines the progressive
stages of terminal illness and their
halachically prescribed interventions
(based primarily on his understanding
of the decisions of Rabbi Moshe Fein-
stein ©"¥1 and Rabbi Shlomo Zalman
Auerbach Y1), Though there is no
explicit mention of the hospice move-

In conclusion, it is fitting to note the

ment per se, he concludes this chapter
by emphatically stating:

“I must add at this point something
that I have found to be easily forgot-
ten or overlooked. Let us suppose that
the patient is suffering from a termi-
nal illness, is expected to die in a few
hours or days, and is one for whom the
medical profession has nothing further
to offer. Such a patient should be made
as comfortable as possible and treat-
ed with a maximum of tender loving
care; such treatment may include the
administration of morphine or its
equivalent to relieve pain, but not for
the purpose of ending life.”

“EUTHANASIA,” IN MEDICINE AND
JewisH Law, VoL. 1, p. 132,

By addressing these sensitive issues
with both the letter and spirit of halacha,
we will hopefully be zocheh to the Torah’s
assurance: “H vou will listen to the voice
of Hashem your G-d and heed His com-
mandments, every plague with which I
smote Mitzraim [ shall not inflict upon
you, for [ am Hashem your Healer” M
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Louis J. Septimus 7"V
An Exemplary Torah Baalebos
On his third Yahrzeit:

L. THE SHADOW OF THE MAN

ver a public career spanning

more than sixty years, Louis J.

Septimus  exemplified the
Torah-baalebos. He played a vital role in
the formation of almost every signifi-
cant institution upon which today’s
yeshiva world is based: Agudath Israel,
Mesivta Torah Vodaath, Bais Yaakov!,
and Chinuch Atzmai?, During World
War I and immediately afterwards, he
was one of those most active in rescue
work, under the banner of both Agudath
Israel Youth Council (Zeireil) and Vaad
Hatzala.

But no listing of the organizations
and institutions in which he was
involved could begin to convey Mr. Sep-
timus’ impact on the growth of Torah
in America. Above all, he was an ambas-
sador for Yiddishkeit. His was an early
Williamsburg success story — a poor
boy who made good, without forgetting
his roots. In the ’30s and "40s, the tall,
dapper Louis Septimus was a figure to
whom Williamsburg mothers pointed
when discussing their sons’ futures.

Rabbi Gedalia Schorr, then Torah
Vodaath menahel, was very eager for an
outstanding student in Mesivta Torah

Yonason Rosenblum, who lives in Jerusalem, is
a regular contributor to The fewish Observer,
including his recent article, “An Appreciation of
Rabbi Yehudah Naftok Mandelbaum %"31” {Jan-
uary 98}, He is the translator and author of many
works, including a biography of Reb Shraga Feiv-
el Mendlowitz 731, which is soon to he released
by ArtScroli.

Vodaath to continue his studies in Bais
Medrash Elyon. The yotung man's parents,
however, wanted their son to go to college
and enter the professions. Rabbi Schorr dis-
patched his close friend Louis Septimus to
talk to the young man's parents. He knew
that they would be much more influenced
by the cosmopolitan Chairman of Torah
Vodaath’s Board of Directors than they
would be by the fellow’s Rosh Hayeshiva.
Not only did the bachur learn for a num-
ber of years in Bais Medrash Elyon, he went
on to become one of the leading marbitzei
Torah of our time.

Louis’ impact on non-religious Jews
was no less powerful. He was not hesi-

timus was active in Bals Soroh in Willlamsburg,
the forerunner of the first Bais Yaakov school in
America. He was also the first Adminstrative
Chairman of Rabbi Newhouse's Bais Yaakov Ele-
mentary School. His wife, Edythe, was actively
involved in the physical aspects of the Bais Yaakov.
Many a day she would be found cooking and serv-
ing food to the children, in addition to caring for

tant about approaching non-religious
clients for any of the myriad causes close
to his heart. In fact, many of those clients
left substantial bequests to Torah
Vodaath and other institutions. What
moved them was his passion, earnest-
ness and integrity without a trace of
compromiise.

Wordly success did not change the
way he lived or his view of himself. Long
after many of his friends had left
Williamsburg for the more upscale
neighborhoods of Crown Heights and
Far Rockaway, the Septimus family
remained in Williamsburg, He did not
want to leave the spirituality of
Williamsburg or the Agudah minyan at
616 Bedford Avenue that he had done
so much to bring into existence, and
where, as the baal fefilla on the Yamim
Noraim, his hartzige (heartfelt) daven-
ing melted many hearts. He searched for
a makom Torah for his children and
grandchildren. When the Septimus
family did move, it was to Monsey,
where Mr. Septimus became active in
many Torah institutions, and served as
baal tefilla on Yamim Noraim for the Bais
Yisrael Shul.

As one of the premier baalebattim in

the cleanliness of the school. As a gesture to
Edythe, Mr. Septimus, added the middle intial “}”
to his English name as a reference to their respec-
tive middle names, Yehuda and Yehudis. (After
her passing, he married the former Bertha Schor.)

2 Prior to the first fund-raising dinner of Chin-
uch Atzmai, on January 11, 1956, he was one of
a group of ten tay leaders who provided Chin-
uch Atzmai with a $10,000 emergency loan.
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America, with many business as well as
social contacts, the expectation was that the
har mitzva of his older son, Beryl, would be
a lavish affair. Instead Louis offered his son
a choice: either a fancy affair, or a simple
kiddush, wirh $5,000 given to tzeddaka.
Beryl showed that he had absorbed the val-
ues of both his parents when he opted for
the simple affair.

Honors held no allure for Louis Sep-
timus. In fact, he fled from them, and
preferred to work behind the scenes. He
used to say, “1 don’t want to be judged
by the standards of the big people” Not
until 1973 did Torah Vodaath honor its
long-time chairman for the first time,

[ o e e = e =

No listing of the
organizations and
institutions in which he
was involved could
begin to convey
Septimus’ impact on the
growth of Torah in

America. Above all, ne
was an ambassador for

Yiddishkeit.
||

and even then only when his hand was
forced by two board members — Henry
Hirsch and Menashe Stein — who
promised to double their annual con-

Affix old label here
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tributions if he would be the honoree.

For all his success, he was anything
but the aggressive CPA. “Soft-spoken”
would describe him best; those closest
to him could not imagine him every los-
ing his temper.

He was always prepared to put aside
his own accounting practice whenever
he was needed on some Klal project. On
multiple occasions, his private office was
turned into the headquarters for some
emergency campaign or another.

The stories of people Mr. Septimus
helped personally are legion — espe-
cially when giving a fellow Jew the
wherewithal to support himseif.

During the shiva following Louis Septi-
mus’ passing, the owners of a local Monsey
bakery related to the Septintus children how
their father had come into the store every
Friday afternoon to help their awn moth-
e, a struggling widow. He would take vany
of the orders and personally deliver them.
He never told anyone about this mitzva,
even to explain himself to his wife why the
Erev Shabbos shopping always took so long,

Anaother visitor fo the shiva house relat-
ed how his parents had passed away at a
young age, with many children stilt unmar-
ried. One time, Louis Septimus came into
the family food store and found an obviously
overwhelmed younger child manning the
fort by himself. He immediately went to the
back room, put on an apron and started
sweeping the floor.

IL A UNIQUE FAMILY

he story of the Septimus family
I In America is in many respects
typical. Louis’ parents, Berel and
Channah, came to America from Gali-
cia at the turn of the century. Like many
observant immigrants, Berel was fre-
quently fired by employers who had no
tolerance for Shabbos observance.

At times the family was so poor that
sympathetic neighbors would leave
bread outside the door so they would
have something to eat. Some of Berel’s
relatives who had long since given up
Shabbos observance, used to berate
him for his irresponsibility in bringing
ten children into the world if he was
unwilling to do what was necessary to
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he senior Septimuses

were virtually unique:
All ten children —
seven sons, of whom
louis was the oldest,
and three daughters —
remained religious. And
they managed to
remain so despite Yosef
Dov's premature death
when Louis was barely
eighteen.

support them — i.e., work on Shabbos.

Once when Channah suspected that
her husband might be wavering in the
face of his relatives’ taunts, she told him
to grow a beard. “Then they’ll know you
are wmeshuga and leave you alone” And
50 it was.

In one sense, though, the Septimus
family was virtually unique: All ten chil-
dren — seven sons, of whom Louis was
the oldest, and three daughters —
remained religious. They managed to
remain so despite their father’s premature
death when Louis was barely nineteen.

Berel was taken to the hospital on Erev
Shabbos with a severe case of preumonia,
which had been misdiagnosed as a bad cold.
His good-bye to his eldest son Louis, was:
“Give me tekiyas kaf (handshake) you'll take
care of Mowma and the childven.” Louis
never forgot his father’s last words.

That evening, Channah went to bed with
apprehension. Her father and her mother-
tn-law appeared to her in a dream. Her
father told her, “Channah, it has to be this

humor, in later life, he suffered severe pains in
both his legs, about which he said, “Baruch
Hashem, I don't have three Jegs.”

Lowis J. Septivaus greeting Rabbi Aaron Kotler,var at the first Chinuch Atzimai dininer. In background note: Messrs,

Zev Wolfson, Moses 1. Fewerstein, and Irving Bunim.

way!” She awoke upset and sent her two

eldest sons Lowis and Moe to the hospital. [

They walked home, broken in spirit, fo tell
the family their father was no longer with
them. Just as Shabbos began, Berel had
passed away, When his two sons entered the
apartment, Channah knew by the look on
their fuces what had happened. She did not
say a word other than “Good Shabbos.”

The next Friday night, after the
shiva was completed, Louis took his usual
place at the table. “Yisroel Leib,” his moth-
er commanded him, with a motion of her
hand directing him to his father’s place at
the head of the table. Louis stared at her for
a long moment and his hand began to trem-
ble before he obeyed and took his father’s
place. From that moment on, he assunied
leadership of his family.

At 19, the responsibility for nine sib-
lings had fallen primarily on Louis’s
shoulders. It was a responsibility that he
discharged faithfully. Before his twenty-
first birthday, he had already passed his
CPA exams and opened his own
accounting practice. (Louis chose
accounting as a career because it did not
require Shabbos work.) Eventually he
brought all but one of his brothers into
his accounting practice.

Nor was their ruchnius forgotten.
Louis Septimus first became active in
Mesivta Torah Vodaath when he
offered to do the yeshiva’s books in
return for his younger brothers’ tuition.
His sound judgment did not escape the
notice of the board members, and while

stifl in his twenties, he joined the Board
of Directors.

His mother, Channah, together with
his maternal grandmother, Yenta
Hauser, provided the powerful emo-
tional attachment to Yiddishkeir that left
its mark on all the children. Channah
knew Tzena Urena by heart, and even in
her nineties spent almost the entire day
reciting Tehillim.

Channah Septimus was a woman of
indomitable spirit and strong will. Her
body wracked with crippling arthritis
from an early age, she still managed to
smile ~ for example, once as she left a
doctor’s office she was asked what the
doctor had told her, and she replied, “Es
ken nisht zein erger — It couldn’t be
worse,?”

Channah’s greatest pleasure was lis-
tening to her sons singing Zemiros
around the Shabbos table. In later vears,
when her children tried to convince her
to move to a more comfortable apart-
ment, she refused because there was no
room for her large Shabbos table. Only
when her children came up with the idea
of donating the table to a Chevra Mish-
nayos, did she consent to move,

1. AGUDATH ISRAEL
he Zeirei minyan at 157 Rodney
I Street in Williamsburg was the
most robust branch of the early

American Agudah movement. The Sep-
timus brothers were among the main-
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stays of that minvan, as well as of its
famed successor at 616 Bedford Avenue.
Channah Septimus always insisted
that her boys bring their friends home
with them so she would know with
whom they were associating. One of the
regulars was Mike Tress, who would
become the driving force in Zeirei Agu-
dah. Tress’s closest lay advisors over his
years as leader of Zeirei Agudah, and later
Agudath Israel of America, were drawn
from his friends in the Williamsburg
Zeire: Louis and Sol Septimus and
Nathan Hausman. Every major appeal in
the early years, Rabbi Shlomo Rotenberg
remembers, began with Louis Septimus
and Nathan Hausman pledging $2,500
— an enormous sum in those days.
Mike Tress would not undertake any
new project without winning the support
of his brain trust. He usually succeeded
in infecting those level-headed busi-
nessmen with his own enthusiasm and
into undertaking projects far beyond any
realistic appraisal of the organization’s

4 Towards the end of World War 1T, the War
Refugee Board had recommended to President
Roosevelt that he announce the United States’
willingness to receive all refugees in temporary
camps in which they would be interned until the
end of the war. It was hoped that such an
announcement would encourage neutral coun-
tries to open their borders to refugees, and
demnonstrate America’s concern with their fate to
the Nazis and their own allies. Oswego was the
only tangible result of this suggestion.

capacities.

The various posi-
tions Louis Septimus
held in the early years of
Zeirei Agudah give
some sense of his
involvermnent: first Head
of the Camp Agudah
Committee; Adminis-
trative Chairman of the
Refugee and lmmigra-
tion Division; Chair-
man of the Jewish Ser-
vicemen’s Bureau; and
member of the board of
Torzh Schools for Israel
(the fundraising office in America of
Chinuch Atzmai, as well as its prede-
cessor, Zerem Revii}. For many years, he
was the only lay leader on the Presidi-
um of Agudath Israel of America, so val-
ued was his advice by the rabbinic lead-
ers of the organization.

Rescue, Refuge, and Rehabilitation

ike Zeirei Agudah itself, Louis’s
Lgreatest effort was in Vaad Hatza-

fa, the wartime rescue work. Louis
was at 616 Bedford Avenue every night
helping people fill out the affidavits of
financial support that were a prerequi-
site for the issuance of visas to Ameri-
ca. His goal was to insure that there
would always be an adequate supply of
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affidavits on hand as the need arose. He
himself probably obtained or signed
personally, for a host of “cousins” and
“uncles,” more affidavits than any other
individual. The Septimus brothers
would take pads of fifty affidavits and
beg their wealthier clients to sign a whole
pad at a time to be filled in later by their
accountants. Asked for the secret of their
success, Louis had a one-word expla-
nation: tears.

In Angust, 1944 the United States
government brought nearly a 1,000
refugees who had found sanctuary in
Italy to Ft. Ontario in Oswego, New
York. Mr. Septimus and Dr. Isaac Lewin
were appointed as Agudah representa-
tives to ensure that the religious needs
of the refugees were mett. Within 24
hours, Rabbi Eliezer Silver arranged for
kosher meat to be shipped to the camp,
and by the second Shabbos, a kosher
kitchen serving 200 refugees was fully
operative.

Mr. Septimus wiote regarding Fort
Ontario (Orthodox Tribune, Oct. 1944):

These fruitful efforts on the part of

Orthodox Jewry indicate the good that
can be done by an alert Orthodoxy, All
of the above efforts on behalf of Fort
Ontario residents, the good deeds
that freely crossed the border between
care for the physical health and the
spiritual well-being of the refugees are
not, we hope, isolated and meaning-
less incidents. It sets a definite pattern,
and it shows that things can be accom-
plished where and when there is the
good will.
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Several of the mainline Jewish groups
objected to establishment of religious
schools for the children in the camp.
They also questioned the provision of
a kosher kitchen and the observance of
Shabbos in the camp. It was proposed
that the matter be put to a vote of all the
organizations providing aid. Mr. Septi-
mus rejected the suggestion out of hand:
“Matters of religious conscience are not
subject to a vote. The Agudath Israel
would not be bound by any such vote.”
The matter was dropped.

In mid-1946, Louis put his account-
ing practice on hold for three months
to accompany Rabbi Eliezer Silver to
Europe to help the she’eiris hapleita (sur-
vivors of the war). Much of the Agudah
support for the she'eiris hapleita —-
including the use of the army postal ser-
vice to send kosher food, which was not
otherwise available, to refugees in var-
ious DP camps — skated on the edge
of legality. There were thus some who
urged Louis to remain home rather than
endanger his professional license. He
went anyway.

As an UNRRA representative, Mr,
Septimus enjoyed diplomatic immunity
on his trips abroad. A French general
once approached him, requesting that
he smuggle a package of bonds for him
into the US, with a generous payment
for his effort. Louis refused. On the flight
back to America, a valuable pouch was
lost,and all of the baggage was opened
and searched. Had those bonds been
found in the Septimus suitcase, Vaad
Hatzala’s continued operation would
have been jeopardized.

In both Prague and Paris Mr. Septi-
mus witnessed the indomitable spirit of
the Holocaust survivors. For the rest of
his life, he cried whenever he recalled the
“Lo amus ki echyeh (I will not die! But
I shalllivel)” sung by one of the she’eiris
hapleita in Prague. In Paris, he was
struck by the irony of Jews wheeling
down the Champs Elysees loudly

5 Septimus maintained ar intimate friendship
with Reb Elchonon’s son, Rabbi Simcha Wasser-
man, for the rest of his life. At one family Bar
Mitzva, as Louis was embracing Reb Simcha upon
his arrival, Rabbi Shlomo Rotenberg comment-
ed: “Ein [Septimus] simecha b'li Rav Simcha”

|

singing “Ani Maamin” in the same type
of trucks that had transported them to
the cattle cars taking them to the death
camps. Mr. Septimus established a soup
kitchen in Paris under the auspicies of
the Agudath Israel Youth Council, to
supply free kosher meals to refugees.

HI MESIVTA TORAH VODAATH
he Septimus brothers gave much
I to the American Agudah move-
ment, but they received a great
deal as well. Like all the young Agudists,

Building on South 3rd Street, Williamsturg.

Campus on East 9th Street in Flatbush.

Louis Septimus was profoundly affect-
ed by Rabbi Elchonon Wasserman's stay
in America in 1938-39. Reb Elchonon
drew the leaders of Zeirei Agudah close
to him, and gave them their exposure
to daas Torah. His impact would be life-
longs.

When Rabbi Shlomo Rotenberg
{noted educator, historian and author)
arrived from Belgium in 1942, he was
amazed by the thirst for Torah among
the baalebattirn who gathered at 616
Bedford Avenue every night. Though
Louis Septimus often spent three
straight days in his office before the
{then) March 15 income tax filing date,
he still would not miss Rabbi Roten-
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berg’s Chumash-Ramban shiur even
the night before the deadiine.

The Zeirei Agudah minyan also
played a key role in bringing Louis Sep-
timus to his other great lifetime mission:
Mesivta Torah Vodaath. Louis’ contem-
porary, Rabbi Gedalia Schorr (later
menahel and then Rosh Yeshiva of
Mesivta Torah Vodaath) was from his
mid-teens the unofficial rav of the
Zeirei minyan. Louis looked to Reb
Gedalia as his rav his entire life, and
remained fiercely loval to him, His many
years of stewardship of Torah Vodaath,
as chairman of the board of directors,
owed much to his close connection to
Reb Gedalia,

Septimus was a hands-on chairman.
His car could be found parked outside
the yeshiva every Sunday. After the South
3rd Street building was hit by fire on a
Friday night, he worked tirelessly to see
to it that not a day was missed from the
learning.

Druring difficult financial times, Mr,
Septimus held the yeshiva together
with baling wire, in the words of one
long-time board member. He was the
first to see the potential for yeshivos to
benefit from state and federal programs,
and it was he who pushed Torah
Vodaath’s move from Williamsburg to
Flatbush.

IV. A CONDUIT FOR TORAH SUPPORT
r. Septimus used his profes-
Msional connections for the
benefit of a host of Torah
causes, Notably, in 1968, a very wealthy

Int his youth

I___Ie was never afraid to approach nonrreligious
clients for any of the myriad causes close fo
his heart. What moved them was his passion and
earnestness, without a trace of compromise.

Jew by the name of Henry Schwartz told
a trust officer in the Union State Bank
of Monsey that he wanted to establish
a charitable trust. The officer directed
him to Louis . Septimus. That recom-
mendation was the beginning of a rela-
tionship that would bring close to
$7,000,000 to fifty yeshivos and religious
institutions over the next two years,

At the time he met Louis Septimus,
Mr. Schwartz was strictly a Federation
giver. He had decided he wanted to do
something of eternal value for the Jew-
ish people with his money. At their first
meeting, Louis told him, “If you want
your money to go to Jewish causes, I'll
show you how.” And he did,

Louis Septimus had spent a lifetime
cultivating clients — none more assid-
uously than Mr. Schwartz, Over the next
two years, between a quarter and half of
his tirne was taken up with the affairs
of Mr. Schwartz’s Montibello Founda-
tion. Louis spent every Sunday showing
Schwartz different yeshivos, and placed
himself at Mr. Schwartz’s beck and call
the rest of the week. He would say
Tehillim before each meeting with Mr.
Schwartz. He took Henry Schwartz to
Eretz Yisroel to view yeshivos there at his
own expense.

Louis had the rare combination of
being a good communicater and a
good listener. He was a first-class racon-
teur, but talked rarely about himself. His
own modesty made it easy for him to
draw out others. Had Henry Schwartz
not felt Louis to be a close friend, he
would never have given as he did.

Schwartz liked visionary ideas, and
Septimus was able to provide them.
Some of those ideas — like a machzor for
the blind — came to fruition; others did

not — e.g., a pension fund for the yeshi-
va rebbes, an Institute for Professional
Enrichment that would have allowed
yeshiva graduates to obtain college
degrees with life credits and some Sun-
day classes. But either way, Schwartz’s
enthusiasm did not wane.

Louis infused Henry with his own
enthusiasm for veshivos. Over the two
years of the Montibeilo Foundation,
Mr.Schwartz was by far the largest
giver to yeshives in America despite
scarcely knowing another Orthodox Jew
besides Louis Septimus. While Mesivta
Torah Vodaath and Bais Medrash Elyon
— the Torah Vodaath division of
advanced studies in Monsey, NY - were
naturally the largest beneficiaries of
Schwartz’s generosity, there were few
yeshivos that did not benefit from his
largesse.

EPILOGUE

ust recently, Mr. Septimus’ alarm

clock with a tape deck attached to it

was found, with a tape inside. Upon
playing the tape, the family discovered
that their father awoke each morning to
his own melodious voice singing “Ani
Maamin”

Rabbi A, A. {Lazer) Schneli, who had
worked closely with Louis Septimus on
the Schwartz Montibello Foundation,
perhaps summed him up better than
anyone: Mr. Septimus was a multi-
faceted personality without being com-
plex. All the divergent strands of his life
merged together in one coherent whole.
Every strand enhanced his Yiddishkeit in
one way or another; each one was ulti-
mately brought into the service of Kial
Yisroel. E
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_ Hillel Goldberg

Druonk on Sftories

A Review Article

Fes

It’s a Small Word After All, Hanoch Teller

More Shabbos Stories, Shimon Finkel-
man {ArtScroll 1997, $19.99)

Einei Hashem, Meir Wikler (Feldheim
1997, 182 pages, $17.95)

{NYC Publishing Co. 1997)

here does this type of envy fit
Win? Perhaps it doesn’t. The
basic teaching on envy is that

of Pirkei Avos 4,28: “Envy, lust and honor
drive a person out of this world.” The
basic exception is that of Bava Basra21a;
“Kinaas sofrim, the envy of the scribes
(the envy of one Torah student for
another Torah student’s greater knowl-
edge) increases wisdom.”

Perhaps the origin of my envy is this:
Reb Chaim Ozer Grodzenski (1863-
1940), the last ravin Vilna, married the
grandaughter of the Torah luminary
Rabbi Yisroel Salanter, my hero; perhaps
it is because I saw with my own eyes the
last letter that Reb Yisroel wrote, and a
remarkable letter it was, congratulating
his granddaughter on her engagement
but cautioning her not only to appre-
ciate her groom’s Torah learning but also
to examine his middos; perhaps it is
because Reb Chaim Ozer embodied the
ideal of the cohesive Torah communi-
ty we ail yearn for; perhaps because Reb
Chaim Ozer in his dying days presciently
orchestrated the movement of yeshivos
in ways that enabled Torah study to sur-
vive Nazism and eventually fliurish.

Whatever its precise origin, my envy
of Rabbi Shimon Finkelman is great.

Rabbi Hillel Goldberg, executive editor of the
Intermountain Jewish News, ts author of Israel
Salanter: Text, Structure, Idea and The Fire
Within (2 vols).

envy him his biography of Reb Chaim
Ozer Grodzensky (1987). I envy him his
time living vicariously in the shadow of
Reb Chaim Ozer’s inspiring and still
hovering presence. | envy him all the
material on Reb Chaim Ozer he gath-
ered; and so, when [ noticed new mate-
rial on Reb Chaim Ozer in his new book,
More Shabbos Stories, I was hooked.

The reader should be forewarned: I
am like the inebriated when it comes to
stories of Jewish luminaries and tzad-
dikim. I have voraciously consumed
them ever since [ first encountered Dov
Katz’s mother lode, Tenw'as haMussar.
1 read these stories over and over —
Paysach Krohn, in particular, would ren-
der me penmniless if his Maggid stories
were actually drink. I commit stories to
memory, and have written a good few
myself. A book of tales of tzaddikim or
remarkable incidents puts me in anoth-
er world. Nonetheless, [ make distinc-
tions. [ also see limits to the genre. The
three books under review deserve dis-
tinctions, and the genre in general
requires comment,

More Shabbos Stories
abbi Finkelman’s More Shabbos
RStories is, like its predecessor,
divided according to the parshios

of the Torah. In truth, some of the con-
nections between the stories and the par-

sha are forced; also in truth, it makes no
difference, for two reasons. First, the sto-
ries stand on their own. Second, I envi-
sion very few people able to buy this
book and read it week by week, parsha
by parsha. It would take a kind of anti-
discipline — a sort of mirror image of
my envy — to take 54 weeks to read this
hook, to limit one’s perusal to a single
parsha. 1 couldn’t! The stories are too
good, too entrancing. [ couldn’t put
them down.

Here is what Rabbi Finkelman is not
doing: concentrating on what the secu-
lar world calls “coincidence,” on what
Jews call Hasgacha Prattis. More Shabbos
Stories contains a few of this type, but
mostly it contains tales of tzaddikim from
Jerusalem, from DP camps, from recent
history. It contains tales of ordinary Jews
or, to be more precise, seemingly ordi-
nary Jews who do or experience extra-
ordinary things. At times, More Shabbos
Stories moved me to tears. The young
child in the DP camp who later became
a Torah teacher and then, decades later,
met his former teacher — only a stone
could not respond to this tale.

Always in the Focus of G-d’s Eyes
r. Meir Wikler, on the other
D hand, does concentrate on Has-
gacha Prattis. His stories reflect
a confluence of unlikely events that, in
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tzaddikim or
remarkable incidents
outs me in another
world. Nonetheless, |
make distinctions. | also
see limits fo the genre.
The three books under
review deserve
distinctions, and the
genre in general

requires comment.

the end, may be unlikely but cannot be
accidental. Reflecting the view of Yehu-
da Halevi that Hashgacha Prattisis espe-
cially intensified in the Holy Land, all
of Wikler’s stories take place in Eretz Yis-
roel. The very title of his book, Einei
Hashern, is drawn from Deuteronomy
11,12: “.. the eves of Hashem [einei
Hashem), your G-d, are always upon it
[the Land of Israel} from the beginning
of the year until the end of the year”

There’s an irony, a very positive one,
here. If the highest contact with Hashem
is in His Holy Land, how is someone like
Wikler, a resident of the Diaspora, able
to write a book about it? Wouldn't he
have to be a resident of Erefz Yisroel The
answer -— the message — is clear: the
incandescent levels of avodas Hashermn,
the truly intensive spirituality perme-
ating so many neighborhoods, so many
recreated shtetlach, in Jerusalem and
elsewhere in Israel, are permeating out-
ward. Even a Diaspora Jew can enter the
heart of the holy enterprise that cen-
turies of prayers, mitzves and sufferings
have begun to yield. And yes, the yield
is encapsulated in Hashgacha Prattis.

That Trotsky’s descendant became a
baal teshuva demonstrated, it was mis-
chievously remarked, Hashenr's sense of
humor. Tip: See also Wikler’s record of
the Gerrer Rebbe’s repercussive apple.

Small Words, Big Changes

hich brings us to a resident of
Wthe Holy Land writing about
Jews everywhere: Hanoch

Teller and his most recent offering, It’s
a Small Word After All: The Amazing
Impact of a Kind Gesture or a Thought-
ful Remark on Human Lives and Events.
The reader should be forewarned: The
Teller and the Goldberg families go back
a long way, and I am quoted in the
introduction. Objectivity here is limit-
ed. So, for that matter, is the need to say
much about Hanoch Teller, who has
become a houschold word in thousands
if not tens of thousands of homes,
schools, yeshivos and outreach settings.
People know his work, his style, his

Begin Thinking Milwaukee!

Full Service Community
e Healthy Job Market
« Affordable Housing
¢ A Nurturing Community
* Learning Opportunities
+ Community Activities

The Torah Communily of Rabbi Michel Twerski

invites your inderest

Sherman Park Jewish Initiative

1-800-226-3129

inimitable stamp,

In Small Word, Teller writes of Hash-
gacha Prattis, of tzaddikim, of ordinary
folk — and ordinary remarks. Of the
small gesture or word that yields a large
impact, often unseen and even
untknown by the actor or the speaker.
Here, too, the framework is sometimes
forced; and here, too, it makes no dif-
ference. The stories stand on their own.
“So, Querido, what do you think?”
Teller asks in the opening line of “Clean-
ing Up for Shabbos” Gilberto Benitez
cleaned up all right —- a lifetime’s worth
of Shabbosos, and olam hazeh as well. See
Small Word for full particulars.

Afterthoughts

story can equal 100 lectures in their
positive impact on fear of Heaven
(yiras Hashern). This is true. But it may
be true only for those not accustomed
to this type of instruction. It may be true
that 100 books of stories can dull the
senses; or even decrease fear of Heaven
by turning one cynical or simplistic, or
by conveying the lesson that reading sto-
ries can substitute for studying Torah.
There is a difference between a dose of
inspiration, and an overdose. I wonder:
Is it possible to miss the forest for the
trees, to put at the center of one’s intel-
lectual universe a concentration on
stories, at the expense of Torah study, in
the name of deepening one’s fear of
Heaven? It’s a question I ask myself. Per-
haps it’s just my own yeitzer hara at
work, drawn as 1 am to stories — per-
haps it’s only my story-inebriated self,
Perhaps not. ]

It has been remarked that a single
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Anonymous

The Meost
‘Recent Guest

ver the past ten years, my hus-
O band and I have had the oppor-
tunity to be involved in much

hachnosas orchim — hospitality to vis-
itors. We try to fine-tune our skills in

housing, feeding and caring for our

guests on both a physical and spiritual

level, and have gained much in the 1

process. So many types of people have
come through our doors — family, old
friends, friends of friends, newcomers to
frumkeit, students, people passing
through and needing a homebase. Some
stays are brief, others extended. Some we
see more of, some become extended
family, some we never hear from again.
Some guests are pleasures to have -—
helpful, warm, inviting personalities that
we hate to see leave. Others prove to be
rather taxing and more demanding of
our energies and emotions. (My father
once told me as a child that the latter
were the guests that we truly did
hachnosas orchim for; the former, he
argued, did more for us....) Whatever the
circumstance, we have grown immense-
ly through it all. My husband once came
upstairs, beaming after touring the
“house” that our children built in the
basement. He mimicked the youngest’s
high-pitched voice proudly pointing to
and describing each room, ending with
“and THIS is the guest room... so we can
do hachnosas orchim!”

As much as the effort may take its toll
on us all at times, that little extension
on their home proved its worth,

Recently, however, we experienced a
guest unlike any other. Ironically, this
guest’s arrival was one that proved more
exciting than most, but by the time it left
we were left feeling more drained,
depleted and confused than ever before.
This guest took us on an emotional

hy, you may

ask, am |
referring fo this inborn
neshama as a "guest”®
Why draw any parallel
between it and those
who have graced our
homes?2 Because, it
seems, it was never
meant to be more.

rollercoaster, encompassing feelings of |

thankfulness, euphoria and wonder,
and leading to those of shock, disap-
pointment and mournfulness. This
guest affected me physically over its six-
teen-week stay like none had previous-
lv. I felt connected to it and was torn by
its exit. This guest was a fetus. And it was
never born.

In the Wake of the Guest’s Departure

hy, you may ask, am I refer-
Wring to this inborn neshana as
a “guest”? Why draw any par-

allel between it and those who have
graced our homes? Because, it seemns, it
was never meant to be more. [ was cho-
sen to house this neshama for its brief
and seemingly unfulfilling stav in our
world, and to do it selflessty. Like a guest
that leaves satisfied once fed and cared

for, this neshama left its stay with us
complete, without any need for further
tikkun, able once more to return to its
true home. How dissatistying and per-
plexing a stay it seemed to us; how much
more, then, it must have been done for
the neshama alone.

The day after my “guest” left, I began
to feel things about the familiar that I
never sensed before. My routine morn-
ing fefilfos had new meaning, heightened
by the experience that is still so raw. I
began Modeh Ani and came to “she-
hechezarta bi nishmasi —- for Your hav-
ing restored my neshama to me,” and
realized that unlike the day before, it was
only one neshama that I was now refer-
ring to. The theme continued with
Elokay Neshama, the pattern laid out
before me in the tefilla seemed so rele-
vant: neshama shenasata bi - this lit-
tle fetus... tehora hi — how new and
fresh and fragile it was, nafachta bekir-
bi — You entrusted me with it, and for
those sixteen short weeks meshanira
bekirbi — You guarded it within me.
And now at its proper time, You meant
litla mimeni — to take it from within
me, How, I hope, then, that lehachazi-
ra bi le’asid lave — and perhaps, as my
husband tearfully told me that morning,
we will be thanked by our little resharia
for its brief stay, when we meet some-
where in the future.

Things seen in this light seemed so
much bigger than me, so much a part
of a grander scheme that usually eludes
me in my day-to-day activities. The
“why’s” of my guest being taken seemed
superfluous since the “why” of its
entrance into my life now seemed a bit
more tangible. [ was never meant to do
maore for this guest, as much as 1
desired to,
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Notes of Hosts Who Are But Guests

ery often the people we
\ / encounter in our house are open
to keying us in to their needs,
and we try, in some small way, to help
fili them. For some, it is becoming active
in their pursuit of a shidduch, for oth-
ers a job, for yet others just being a
sounding board of sorts to aid them in
some area of personal growth, We real-
ize that these people need us to be part
of their lives on their terms, and what
we are able to give them enhances our
lives in turn. When done selflessly,
what we strive to accomplish through
hachnosas orchim brings us up a notch
in our appreciation of others as indi-
viduals, and of ourselves as agents
meant to help them move toward their
goals,

[ trudy hope we have done this for our
most recent guest. And [ know that with
time I will be able to say that I have
grown from its stay.

The sensitivity and support that fam-
ily and friends have extended us on all
levels throughout this ordeal gave us new
models of giving to aspire toward. And
most important, reflection on this is giv-
ing us an opportunity to appreciate the
Ultimate Giver more and more. We are
left in awe and keenly aware of the way
He has been, and continues to be, ensur-
ing that all our needs are met as guests
in this, the womb of His world. [ |

esechtas

Shabbos
$10.

To subscribe to our ongoing Daf Yomi
Review Newsletter, send $25 to:
Yeshiva Fund
Box 82, Staten Island, NY 10309

_ Beily Palluch

On the Avenue

Itis a risk

To give a quarter to @ beggar,
Who knows?

Perhaps she isn't poor at all

And all those people walking by,
They seem to know.

And when they see my quarter drop
Their hearts will leer

And Lwill feel their tongies
o'clicking

“Silly child.”
[ turn my head the other way

And scurry on.

Then brushes by in scented breeze
A dazzle of class,

Her latest purchase draped over fer
arm.

A price tag reading $519
Mangs [oose(y fmm frer sleeve

Beily Palluch lives in Broaklyn. This is her first
appearance in these pages.

For careful attention to your
individual needs, call us today!

(914) 354-8445

And in the store

A dozen more

‘Browsing, next on [ine.

And | wonder,

Where’s their shame?

Aren't they embarrassed?

Don't they feel at all like lackies
Tricked for all their worth?
Don't they feel a wee bit foolish

When Iﬁey see my scornfu[ smirk?

I stare af them and they don't care
"Hiey don't even notice

And 1 figure,

I can give a quarter to the beggar

Let them laugh

Perfaps she isn't poor at all
That's okay

Of all the ways to spend in error
[ prefer

This way.
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AUTHOR’S CORRECTION

Because of a printing error, the
names of two talmidim of Reb Ger-
shon Liebman (Dec. '97) were omit-
ted from Rabbi Shapiro’s segment of
the article, “Novaradok to Paris..”:
Reb Mordechai Krieger of Brooklyn,
and Reb Gershon Gerson of Balti-
more, who had lived through the
entire war with Reb Gershen Kovler
(Liebman), beginning with the Ghet-
to in Vilna, then Estonia, Shtuthoff,
and Buchenwald.

CHAIM SHAPIRO

CHESSED EXPRESS — WITH A LICENSE

To the Editor:

Your pages have often reported on
various Chessed projects in Eretz Yis-
roel, similar to Beged Yad Leyad Used
Clothing Centers, which are under our
care. Lately, we have been encounter-
ing problems with the post office due
to many packages of good clothing we
have been receiving for our Gemach.
It seerns that even used clothing needs
a license, and we have been unable to
obtain our own and must use that of
Yad Eliezer. We advise you to contact
your intended recipients to deter-
mine how to deal with this obstacle.
For example, those who have been
sending us packages, can send them to
YAD ELIEZER c¢/o Weinbach, Panim
Meilrot 1, Jerusalem.

SHEINDEL WEINBACH

COORDINATOR,

BEGED YAD LEYAD aND

AFFILIATED USED CLOTHING CENTERS
Jerusalem

TARGET FOR DOWNSIZING:
HOW ABOUT THE VORT?

To the Editor:

Now that we have alternately been
remonstrated with, lectured to, thun-
dered at, cajoled, ordered, reasoned with,
implored and begged to curtail our lav-
ish spending and displays of gashmius
at simmchos for the last ten years or more,
with, regrettably, no evident success to
speak of, 1 have decided to switch
lanes, and take a good look at one par-
ticular, somewhat recent custom in
our midst.

It’s the nineties vort.

Would someone “out there” care to
enlighten me as to the validity of such
a communal function? Unlike a chassuna
or bar mitzva, the vors has never been
perceived as a simcha. In years gone by,
not even very long ago, a vort was cel-
ebrated in the home amongst the clos-
est circle of family, followed, perhaps, by
a Shabbos afternoon get-together with
girl friends and the kalla's mother’s
neighbors.

Today a vortis a lavish two-to-three-
hour reception-type of affair, most
often catered in a local hall (home space
being too limited to accommedate the
invited guests), phone calls go out to all
and sundry, and, indeed, we see couples
of all ages, in the middle of a busy Sun-
day afternoon, dutifully putting in an
appearance.

What of the interrupted learning
sedarim? What of the myriad of tasks
and duties connected with children and
home that are kept waiting during this
de riguer participation? A warm, friend-
ly mazel tov phonecall sometime during

the ensuing week would not only cover
the subject, but save the subjects huge
expenses they can il afford when get-
ting back to the topic of chassunas; even
gifts between the chassan and kalla have
to multiply as we watch open mouthed.
(I understand that two gifts are now
expected in the yichud room!)

Okay. So when iU's truly a mitzvg, like
a bris or even a seudas hoda'ah, we
understand; there is a rightness and a
basis for celebration. But only very, very
rarely do we see a plate broken, a ten-
naim (contract) signed or a fekias kaf
(binding handshake) at a vort. We have
allowed, unwittingly, an entirely new
concept to infiltrate our modus viven-
di, and I am afraid there’s to be no turn-
ing back either.

Something seems to prod us onward,
and steadily upward, on the heedless
climb toward excess.

Who's for the “Nineties Vorg” —
Anyone?

Miriam L. ELias
Monsey, NY

SPLITTING THE SEA
TO BRING SINGLES TOGETHER

To the Editor:

Rabbi Weinberg’s article, “Orthodax
Continuity is Not Threatened by Inter-
marriage” (Oct. “97) was a most welcome
indication that the Orthodox world is
very much aware of the seriousness of
our modern day Krias Yam Suf (the
Splitting of the Sea, the difficulty of
which is only matched by making a shid-
duch).

For the past several years, | have been
part of a large group of women in the
Far Rockaway/Five Towns area who
meet regularly to try to make shid-
duchim. The group is called DeLux Con-
nections, after a very vibrant founder,
Pear] Lux i"y. We meet once every 5-
6 weeks in different homes, Forty to fifty
women attend each meeting. Meetings
are conducted in an orderly and tze-
niusdik manner. No names are ever
mentioned, only initials.

Briefly, at each meeting the chairman
gives an update — any engagements,
new ideas, etc. Women are then called
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upon in turn to present one or two sin-
gles at a time. They give their own name
as a sponsor, and their telephone num-
ber. They then state the basics —
male/female; age; height; anything
unusnal about the person; type of
frumkeit; marital status (never married,
divorced, with or without children,
widowed); religious and secular educa-
tion; profession. Finally, as clearly as pos-
sible, the sponsor tells what the person
is looking for in a mate. Relevant ques-
tions are answered on the spot. Those
with specific questions are advised to call
the sponsor, or to speak to her after the
meeting, when there is an opportunity
for immediate networking. At the end
of each meeting, sponsors hand in filled-
in pre-printed cards with basic infor-
mation about each single presented.
Again, only initials are used. This infor-
mation is then printed up and distrib-
uted at the next meeting. Thus, one pre-
sentation introduces a single person to

Beautiful rooms, with kitchen facilities, in
the heart of Boro Park, by day or week.
Near Shuls, take out foods, etc. Profits to
Mifal Torah Vodaas.

catt (718) 851-2969

No T.\V.s

(212) 719 '1717 :
20 Volumes (m Torah Perek' 'Medrash .

Proceeds of
. and (

over 50 women at one time. Printouts
are saved and referred to. They often
receive a very wide circulation outside
meetings, to other such groups, as well
as to individuals.

In the 3-4 years our group has been
meeting, over a dozen shidduchim have
resulted, and untold numbers of dates
have been set up. The tremendous
amount of networking is not possible to
calculate,

Great care is taken that people are
spoken about with respect. The purpose
is purely for the mitzva of a shidduch and
not for anyone’s honor or financial gain.
We invite your readers to replicate our
meetings in their own communities,
joining us in shrinking the increasing
number of singles in our community.

E CoHeN
Far Rockaway, NY

CRUCIAL OMISSION IN BIOGRAPHY
OF RABBI FREUND >

To the Editor:

I read with interest your article in the
October issue about Rabbi Moshe Aryeh
Freund .

I was, however, quite amazed that no
mention was made about his close rela-
tions with the late Satmar Rebbe 5°x1
Rabbi Freund was a very great chassid
of the Rebbe for over fifty years, start-
ing from the days when he was a dayan
in the city of Satmar, and for the rest of
his life hardly made a move without first
consulting his Rebbe.

To have omitted all this is leaving out
a significant part of his life.

LESSER FRANKEL
London

GRATITUDE FOR RABBI STONE'S
“SHORT TERM GIFTS”

To the Editor:

Yasher ko’ach to Rabbi Stone on his
article “Short Term Gifts” in the Decem-
ber issue. On the occasion of his tragic
loss, his hashkafa of seeing the gift he
received, and appreciating the time he
was able to have with Shoshana Devo-
ra "y, is to be applauded. As the adop-
tive parents of two children with Down

Syndrome, who lost several babies with
chromosomal abnormalities, we also
prefer to look at what our children can
do rather than what they cannot. We
pray that the rest of the frum commu-
nity learns to accept children with dis-
abilities for the gifts that they are, rather
than seeing them as a burden. Every
neshama and every life is as Hashem
meant it to be.
STeEPHEN KRAUSZ
Denver, CO

THE MOST EFFECTIVE
FORM OF PROTEST

To the Editor:

The article “Protest Pays” {Jan. ‘98)
has a very valid message explaining the
necessity and effectiveness of well-
placed protest. There is, however, a sec-
ond message in his article that deserves
our consideration. If a person sits down
to watch a film and there is objection-
able material on the screen, he is oblig-
ated to leave right away and not stay to
watch the rest. In the same issue of The
Jewish Observer there appears an article
about Rabbi Yehudah Naftoli Mandel-
baum which shows the proper
approach. Boys that came to a park
where there were women not properly
dressed sized up the situation and
announced that they could not go into
the park.

Shutting one’s eyes for the duration
of the offensive scenes is also not
acceptable. The Gemora in Bava Basra
says that shutting one’s eyes to avoid see-
ing women who are not dressed in
accordance with the halacha is to be
praised; nevertheless, a person who had
an alternate route where there was no
problem of prifzus and chose to go on
this route and did notlook is considered
a rasha. The Rashbam explains that this
is because he is not fulfilling what the
Chachamirm say, “Further yourself from
what is disgusting.”

Rabbi Eli Teitelbaum told me that he
took Camp Sdei Chemed to a museum
in Israel, where they were shown an edu-
cational slide show, Right at the begin-
ning there were statements made that
were outright apikorsus, He immediately
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told his campers to pick themselves up
and leave. Had the author done the
sarne, he would have given his family an
invaluable lesson in avedas Hashem
instead of winding up as [in his words]
a “spiritual flasco....”

(This letter is not meant to criticize
the author, but rather to alert the pub-
lic of how Chazal would have us deal-
with such a situation.}

RaBBI AVROHOM MORDECHAI COHEN

Brooklyn, NY
(THE AUTHOR OF THIS LETTER IS ON THE FACULTY OF
YESHIVA TORAH TEMIMA)

ORTHODOX JEWS’ LOOSE TONGUES:
SIGN OF THE TIMES?

To the Editor:

As a frum Jew and a regular reader
of The New York Times, I feel impelled
to write to you and let your readership
know about a growing epidemic of arti-
cles published in that paper discussing
Orthodox Jewish matters. These articles
-—and I will only mention the three that
most stand out — were published
within the past few months and come
replete with interviews of frum people
— sometimes with their real names
mentioned — and pictures. They are
given priority status in their placement
in the paper.

The recent article about the building
boom in Boro Park was on the front
cover of Section A — quite an honor!
The descriptions of the sheirel business,
and the most recent offender, the inti-
mate apparel business for Orthodox
women, were also announced on the
front page of the sections in which they

appeared. [ tried to be dan lechaf zechus
(judge favorably) each time I read
another article of this nature, and
thought: Perhaps those interviewed
and/or photographed feel that they are
performing a kiddush Hashem of some
kind. For instance, isw't it a positive thing
to show the world that Orthodoxy is flour-
ishing in Boro Park and that our grow-
ing families require us to build larger
hownes?

Perhaps they feel in their own way
that they are using the Tintes as a vehi-
cle to educate unaffiliated Jews about the
richness of Orthodox life and the rea-
sons behind why we wear sheitels and
abide by codes of marital law.

But to those arguments, I can only
respond that there are many readers of
the Times (Jews and Gentiles alike) who
will and already have miscontrued the
articles and used them to confirm neg-
ative views that they already have of
Orthodoxy.

There are journalists who write these
articles that may not give them the “spin”
that was intended and who, in the inter-
ests of “fair journalism,” will offer in the
same article as the lofty, well-meaning
explanations, negative, damaging quotes
from others not within our circles.

And all this is unfortunate because
my hunch is that my fellow frum Jews
who are quoted in these articles do not
regularly read The Times and do not
maintain regular relationships with
secular Jews and Gentiles who do so, so
they do not understand the ramifica-
tions of what they have done. So I
implore you — as do many others I've
spoken with about this — to please stop

ULL SERVICE BROKER

the tide! I've seen quite enough of our
private business in print lately. We do
not owe anyone an explanation or jus-
tification for what we do, at the great risk
of it being misunderstood. And if it is
our intention to educate Jews who do
not understand, then we may do so
responsibly through sanctioned kiruv
organizations, and through private con-
versations we may have with our non-
frum colleagues, neighbors, and relatives
who may question us.

1 write this letter with agitation, fervor
and the hope that you will publish it so
we can all re-evaluate this habit that seems
to be developing in our community.

Mgs. Topy Barg
Kew Gardens, NY

OF LIMITLESS AMBITIONS AND
PRUDENT PRIORITIES

To the Editor:

When reading Dr. Tuvia Meister’s arti-
cle (“Siyuin on the Other Shas,” Dec.’97),
I found myself intrigued as well as dis-
turbed. Based on his personal achieve-
ments, the author “encourage[s] the
learning of Yerushalmiand Tosefta...” The
regimen which he has set up for himself
is indeed impressive and his accom-
plishments are definitely to be envied.
Nevertheless, some of the points that are
raised in his article must be scrutinized.

Dr. Meister describes Yerushalmi,
Tosefta, etc. as “basic fundamentals
needed for a proper lifetime of subse-
quent in-depth learning.” I believe that
we can safely assume that the vast major-
ity of our Roshei Yeshiva have not cov-
ered this material. Are we therefore to

HAT PLUS

Hals » Shirts » Ties » Accessories

Your #1 Stop

LARGEST SELECTION
OF CHOSONIE TIES IN
BRODKLYN

1368 Coney Istand Avenue

{(718) 377-5050

Major credil cards accepied » We ship UPS

WE ALSO ORY CLEAN
& RESHAPE HATS

(Al work deae on premises)

The Jewish Observer, March 1998

43



suggest in that they are lacking “basic
fundamentals” and are not qualified for
in-depth learning, let alone teaching?
Does the yeshiva curriculum {institut-
ed by the Gedolim of previous genera-
tions) not attest to this point? Tens of
letters have been written by the Gedolei
Yisroel concerning the proper derech hal-
irnud and they do not seem to include
these topics. The Rishonim themselves
who illurmninated the Talmud Bavli sim-
ply did not write commentaries on
Yerushalmi. Although we may not know
the exact reason for this, we can feel
comfortable following in their path.
The author writes that “no justifica-
tion is needed for someone to learn
Yerushalmi, etc. other than the fact that
this is the living word of Hashem, etc”
Of course, we are obligated to learn kol
haTorah kula — the entire Torah; but we
must prioritize. Unfortunately, mortals
that we are, we are under a time con-
straint. If one spends time learning
something “secondary” while he could
be learning something more primary, he
has not used his time to its maximum
potential. If one wishes to devote time
to Tosefta, etc., he is doing so at the
expense of Talmud Bavli, Mishnayos, ¢tc.

APPLE

X COPY & PRINTING
- CENTER

87 NASSAU STREET
NEW YORK, NY 10038

(212) 962-4282
(212) 267-9478

_ Rabbi Aryeh Scheche

1558 415t Street )
Brooklyn NY 11218

We make “housecalls”

(718) 972-400

and it must therefore be “justified.” In my
humble opinion, that justification must
be in the form of a personal consulta-
tion with one’s Rebbif Rosh Yeshiva/ Rav.
The author concludes by saying, “It
would be a worthwhile effort for any
learning man.” This seems to be a broad
generalization, which inclades individ-
uals who have limited time for Torah
study each day. Can we ignore the fact
that this will inevitably detract from
other areas of learning? Although Dr.
Meister’s regimen may be perfectly
suited for him, I would encourage oth-
ers to first contact a competent Torah
authority before spending their precious
time on subjects other than those which
have been deemed most important by
the Gedelim of past and present.
MORDECHAI SIMON
Cleveland

Author's Response

Rabbi Simon’s main point seemsto he
that one should set priorities in one’s
Torah learning and that these should be
established with guidance from Torah
authorities, I certainly agree with that sen-
timent, and that is what | have tried to do
for the last two decades. Over the vears,
I have sought and received guidance from
my Rebbes and Roshei Yeshiva at Shor
Yoshuv, Ohr Somayach and Kol Yaakov.
[ have also read numerous biographies
about, and letters written by, our present
day Gedolim. Virtually in unanimity, they
seem to support the approach I outlined
in my article. I have never seen a state-
ment by any Gadol that says to learn only
10-20 pages of Talmud per year, not to fin-
ish the mesechin, not to be fluent in Mish-
na, to ignore Yerushalmi, etc.

The Gra in Even Shleima 8:2 clearly
states the obligation to learn Yerushal-
mi. The Chofetz Chaim wrote a com-
mentary on Sifra and stresses its impor-
tance in Mishna Berurah, Biur Halacha
155. Rabbi Yechezkal Abramsky spent a
major portion of his life writing a com-
mentary on the Tosefta.

ArtScroll and The Jewish Observer
biographies of Rabbi Chaim Shmulevitz,
the Tchebiner Rav, the Rogatchover
Gaon, the Chazon Ish, Rabbi Aaron

Kotler, and many other recent Gedolim,
mention their learning Yerushalmi.
Rabbi Moshe Heinemann rww told
me personally that he used to learn
Yerushalmi while studying under Rabbi
Aaron Kotler. Some of Rabbi Yaakov
Kamenetzky’s views on the proper
approach to learning can be found in the
ArtScroll biography, Reb Yaakov, pg. 154-
160. His comments may surprise many
readers. Lastly, I have found 31 sources
in both Shassim that clearly stress the
importance of learning bikiyus, learning
Mishnayos and even learning Tosefta. 1
will gladly supply this list of sources to
anyone who contacts me in Baltimore.

I do not want to shamelessly promote
my new ArtScroll book, The Meister
Plan: A Doctor’s Prescription for Finan-
cial Security and Success in Learning, but
the reader may find it of interest for fur-
ther discussion of these ideas. Chapter
4, Budgeting Time for Torah, discusses
these ideas in much greater detall,
including many Torah sources sup-
porting this approach.

In my Jewish Observer article on
learning Yerushalmi, I enumerated many
areas of Torah that I set out to learn 20
years ago, from Tanach, to Sifra, to Bavli.
Within these areas I have always set per-
sonal priorities — meaning, where do
we put greatest time and effort? The
highest prioritics were Mishna, Bavli and
Yerushalmi. | spent a lot of time learn-
ing these three primary areas and T have
tried very hard to achieve a good fun-
damental understanding of the mater-
ial before going further. I did try to learn
the Bavli more thoroughly than the
Yerushalmi, and 1 placed emphasis on
constant review of Mishnayos.

Next down on imy list was Tanach and
Tosefta, which 1 have also tried to
understand as well as [ could. Howev-
er, in these areas I would often keep
going even without complete under-
standing. These were not areas where |
felt I could afford to spend endless hours
achieving full or even basic under-
standing of every point.

Finally, there were areas of even lower
priority, such as Mechilta, Sifra, Sifrei,
and the Mesechtos Ketanos. | learned
these through very quickly, during peri-
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ods of free time from my other learn-
ing. This learning did not detract at all
from my main areas of study. | wanted
to at least see what was found in these
basic sources and I certainly did not
achieve any great understanding in
these areas. I did not spend very much
time on these latter works, but I still feel
that I gained something by perusing
each one, cover to cover, at least once in
this lifetime.

Today I feel that I am reaping the fruit
of my 20-year program. I am now study-
ing for semicha (very slowly, carefully
and in great depth -— the way any yeshi-
va student would) as well as tryving to
learn the rest of Turand Shulchan Aruch
much faster, ten simonim per week. I get
a lot of pleasure when learning the Beis
Yosef and seeing the scattered informa-
tion of my last 20 years finally put into
context, complete with a final halachic
decision. The Beis Yosef brings the
Yerushalmi very frequently, My greatest
pleasure came when Rabbi Yosef Karo
once quoted a particularly difficult
Yerushalmi and then translated it into
regular Hebrew for the reader of 400
years ago. I actually understood it
before reading the translation, and that
felt very, very good.

Dr. Tuvia MEISTER
Baltimore

JOIN THE JURY ROOM

To the Editor:

JOis truly on target. When called up
for jury duty, I took along the January
issue of The Jewish Observer. A movie
was being shown in the jurors’ waiting
room which featured vile and sadistic
violence. I looked into my copy of The
Jewish Observer, feeling angry and pow-
erless, when I came upon the article,
“Protest Pays,” by Eliyahu Mayer. What
a timely boost to my courage and
morale! I told clerks exactly what my
objections were and asked that a movie
of a different type be shown. The next
day an announcement was made that a
tarner movie was being shown, citing the
complaint of one juror. Yes, you can
“fight city hall” even while waiting ouz-
side the courtroom!

But my tale of jury duty and JO con-
tinues. The next day, when [ took out my
copy of JO, a friendly young woman sit-
ting next to me, whom I hadn’t thought
to be Jewish, noticed the Davka ad and
began to tell me about her Conservative
affiliation, religious feelings, and Mod-
ern-Orthodox friend (she also agreed
with me about the movie I had object-
ed to). I later read the article by Rabbi
Avi Shafran, “Seizing the Silver Lining,”
and realized that I had experienced what
he refers to as personal interaction with
“Jews who signal to us in public places.”

As | first stated, JO1s in the front lines
and right on target.

PAULETTE SORA YAGED
Brooklyn, NY

OF COOPERATION AND REJECTION —
READING THE DIFFERENCES CORRECTLY

To the Editor:

Articles in both the January and Feb-
ruary issues of The Jewish Observer {“All
in the Family” and “The New York Board
of Rabbis — Role Model?”} made ref-
erence to a p’sak halacha issued over
forty years ago by eleven leading Rab-
banim and Roshei Yeshiva prohibiting
membership in rabbinical or congre-
gational organizations that also include
Conservative or Reform members, such
as the New York Board of Rabbis and the
now-defunct Synagogue Council of
America. The reason given for the pro-
hibition was that such membership
lends undeserved legitimacy to inau-
thentic expressions of Judaism.

1 have recently noticed newspapers’
identifying this particular p’sak as the
forerunner to Israel’s Chief Rabbis
recent rejection of the Ne'eman Com-
mission’s proposal to include Conserv-
ative and Reform representatives in offi-
cial conversion procedures — another
case of forbidding joint religious Ortho-
dox/non-Orthodox ventures.

Some papers, however, (such as The
Forward, in “Sages Too Strict For Amer-
icans,” Feb. 13, ’98) interpreted Ortho-
dox participation in other Jewish com-
munal groups, such as the Conference
of Presidents of Major Jewish Organi-
zations, as a departure from this stance.

This is an error. True, Orthodox groups
do participate in the Presidents’ Con-
ference, but not because -— as was sug-
gested by one spokesperson — “here in
America we have a different kind of real-
ity [than in Israel],” but because there
is an essential difference between, on the
one hand, Jews of diverse convictions
addressing non-religious issues of com-
mon Jewish concern, as in the Presi-
dents’ Conference, and, on the other
hand, presenting a forum that could be
misinterpreted by other Jews as valida-
tion of the notion that there are a mul-
titude of equally legitimate “Judaisms”
to choose from.

It would be a grievous error of his-
tory were we to impart a wider scope to
a prohibition issued by Torah sages than
they had intended.

DAVID FRIEDMAN
Lawrence, NY
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Based on the 1990 iNationel Jzwish Papulation Survey, the 1991 NY Jewish Population Study and rescarth conducted by Antany Gaedan and
Richard 1, Horowitz 1993-1997 and published in Moment, The Jewith Spectator, and The Venishing American jew by Alan t, Dershosits

BECAUSE WE'RE ALL CONCERNED WITH
JEWISH CONTINUITY, LET'S WORK TO CHANGE
THE STATUS QUO [N NORTH AMERICA.

The Vanishing Americon Jew. Ifs not just the
ncme of o book. s a fact. And demographic studies
indicate further decline among most segments of
North American Jewry.

The numbers should shock us, but not surprise
us. 5o many Jewish children have fitle or no
connaction with their ancestral faith. They see no
compelling reason to marry other jows. Cr to
waont o stay Jawish themselves.

CONFRONTING REALITY
Let's foce it i the success of @ Jewish movement
is measured by its ahility to preserve Jewish identity
and ensure Jewish confinuily, the skatisiics point fa
serious fodfings,
Yet some Jewish leaders insis! that the MNorth

Armerican model, which has led to an olarming loss

of Jewish identity here, be exported to Isrcel, They

Gesald Feldhume:

NOT IN ISRAEL.

demond thet lsreel chendon her recognition of
Halacha, raditional Jewish law, os the sole stondard
for marriage, divorce and conversion. The standard
that is the common denominator for all Jews. And he
stafus quo in lsrael since #s inception.

THE KEYS TO CONTINUITY

The fasson of the chart is dlear, The greater our
commitment fo our mutuat 3,000 year old Jewish
religious heritage, the grevter our chance of surviving
as Jaws. The study of Torch and the chservence of
Mitzvol are now - as they hove been throughou! our
history - the only keys to Jewish confinuity.

That is why o dassical Jewish education must be
aur ulfimate priority. For aurselves, for our children_
And for ol the Jewish generations to come.

Am Echad is a cooliion of Jews from scross the
spectrum of Orthodoxy deeply concerned about all

our Jawish brothers and sisters.

Call us ot 1-888-44-AMECHAD [1-888-442-
6324} or wrile o us at 1819 Glendale Ave.,
Montreal, Quebec H2V 184. We can provide you
with o list of Jewish schocls und edult education
programs in your oreg. We can olsc send you more
information about the chart above ond @ brachure
about plaralism in fsreel,

I¥s time we osked ourselves o simple question,
Why work to change israel’s religious status quo when
our own is in such & state of crisis?

_ AmEchad:
PreserviNG ONE Jewis Natio

A coclifion of Jews from across
the spectrum of Orthodexy committed to
genuine Jewish unity ond continyity

COMMITIEE Moy . Buown. Eig Choim §. Kominetzky Eliyoh Levenson £bort Reichaan Kenneth Spemer
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The above, third in the series of full-page Am Echad public service advertisements, appeared in a recent edition of
The New York Times as well as other widely-circulated publications from coast-to-coast.
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