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RA,BBI MOSHE SHERER, ,,,~, 

A
s we go to press, we 
join Kial Yisroel in 

mourning the loss of 

Rabbi Moshe Sherer ?":<!, 

president of Agudath Israel of 

America as well as chairman 

of the Agudath Israel World 

Organization. More than 

that, he was a vigilant 

guardian of Taras Yisroel, elo­

quent spokesman for Kial 
Yisrael, and friend and pro­

tector of "Reb Yisrod' -
every individual Jew who 

could benefit from his concern, 

intervention, or friendly 
word. 

All the classical expres­

sions of loss that poured with 

the tears of the eulogizers at 

his levaya - the funeral on 22 

lyar/!8 May -bemoaning 

the fate of "the ship that has 

lost its captain;' "the world at 

loss of its prince," "the gener­

ation that is bereft of its 

leader," "I am in anguish for you, my 
brother; how sweet you are to me" -

all these phrases took on an immedia­

cy as though freshly minted for this painful 
loss. 

The unusual size of the crowd - over 

20,000 mourners by police estimates­

for the funeral of a man who had no nat­

ural constituency- neither school nor 
shut nor shteibel- was remarkable unto 
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The mere listing of maspidim 
(eulogizers) is eloquent testi­

mony to the nature of his 

efforts, the Ahavas Yisroel that 

defined its parameters -

heads of yeshivas and Chassidic 

leaders, both local and inter­

national.1 These were later 

joined by the Gaonim, Rabbi 

Aaron Leib Steinman and the 

Gerrer Rebbe, who asked that 

the levaya be delayed until 

shortly before their arrival in 

New York from Israel, so they 

could join the mourners in the 

cemetery. 

Joining the Torah leadership 

and their followers were neigh­

bors, friends and admirers, 
yeshiva and Bais Yaakov students, 

who crowded the streets; polit­

ical leaders who filed into the 

shul to pay their respects, 

including the Governor of the 
State of New York, th• -:onor­

able George Pataki, and the 

itself. It only demonstrated further the I Mayor of the City of New Yorl<, the Hc .1-

global reach of his influence and his toil. i arable Rudolph Giuliani. T _ \· ,ce Pres-

1 Rabbi Avrohom Hakohein Pam, Rosh Ha Yeshiva Mesivta Torah Vodaath; Rabbi Elya Svei, Philadel­
phia Rosh Ha Yeshiva; Novominsker Rebbe, Rabbi Yaakov Perlow; Rabbi Yaakov Weinberg, Rosh Ha Yeshi­
va Yeshivas Ner Israel; Rabbi Shmuel Halberstam, Klausenberger Rebbe; Rabbi Naftoli Halberstam, 

son of the Bobover Rav (who was also in attendance); Rabbi Malkiel Kotler, Rosh Ha Yeshiva Bais Medrash 
Govoha; Rabbi Matisyahu Solomon, Mashgiach Ruchni, Beis Medrash Govoha; Rabbi Eliezer Horowitz, 

mora d'asra of Agudath Israel of Boro Park; Rabbi Menachem Porush of Agudath Israel, Jerusalem; 
and Rabbi Chaskel Besser, presidium member of Agudath Israel of America. They were followed by 

a personal farewell by Rabbi Sherer's oldest grandson, Rabbi Levi Langer, who embodies the third gen­
eration of the family's aspirations and achievements in growth in Torah; and Rabbi Shimshon Sher­

er, son of Reb Moshe, who is the n1ora d'asra of Kehillas Zichron 1vfordechai of Flatbush. 
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• 
Robbi Sherer undertook the seemingly quixotic 

task of forging a proud, dynamic, effective 

movement under the leadership of the Gedolei 

Torah. Indeed, he was their faithful servant, and 

while they were Agudath Israel's mind and heart, 

he served as their perceptive ear and strong right 

arm. The mutual trust between them was inspiring 

and all-encompassing. 

ident of the United States, Albert Gore, 

Jr., paid tribute to Rabbi Sherer, the pre­
vious evening at the 76th Annual Din­
ner of Agudath Israel. They were testi­

mony to the reach of Rabbi Sherer's 
magnetism. Add in the little things, like 

the cooperation of the police, as they 
smoothly directed the flow of mourn­
ers who accompanied the aron on the 
way to its final rest - all testifying to 
an influence of vast proportions, a leader 
of Orthodoxy who earned the esteem and 
trust of both great and humble. 

His own beginnings were also hu1n­
ble, almost non-descript, in political, eco­

nomic or other mundane terms. And 
now he had achieved the ability to walk 
with kings. His ascent reflected the con­

comitant growth of the Torah commu­

nity - a growth due in great measure 
to him - each speaking eloquently of 
the integrity, the cogency, and the 

achievements of the other. 

NOBLE BEGINNINGS 

( (Moshe ben Basya Bluma." 
The name had been on 

the lips of thousands who 
had been praying for his "swift, complete 
recovery." Amidst these tefillos, his 
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• 
neshama left the world. 

Moshe ben Chaim Yehuda entered the 
world on 12 Sivan, 5681/1921. It is no 

exaggeration to say that the Agudah we 

know today was born and nurtured in 
his cradle. 

The Jews of Brooklyn in the 20's were 

neither wealthy nor assertive, but those 

who adhered to Torah and mitzvos had 

an extraordinary inner strength and pride. 
A cousin of the legendary Reb Elim­

elech "Mike" Tress, their mothers had been 

collaborators in private chessed projects 
of their own, and succeeded in imbu­

ing their children with selfless dedica­
tion for others. As a matter of fact, Mike 

Tress brought his younger cousin into 
the Agudah Youth Organization in 

1942, when young Moshe was studying 
in Yeshivas Ner Israel in Baltimore. Zeirei 
Agudath Israel until then had been focused 

on organizing Shabbos groups for yeshi­
va age youth, and at that tin1e - on a 
brazenly a1nbitious scale - was 
embarking on a relief and rescue cam­
paign for the embattled Jews of Europe. 
"You have no idea how badly I need a 
strong hand here, and I am eagerly await­

ing you," Mike wrote to his cousin. And 
Moshe joined him. 

A FORGOTTEN ERA 

S
pokesmen for the American Jew­
ish establishment of the time were 

so insecure, that they submitted 
unquestioningly to the Roosevelt 

administration's policy that nothing be 
done to save Jewish lives in Europe. When 

the Agudah Youth Movement organized 
shipment of food packages to the ghet­
toes of Poland, in opposition to the pol­

icy of the U.S. and Great Britain, its offices 
were actually picketed by Jewish main­

stream organizations. Their spokesman, 
Dr. Joseph Tannenbaum of the Ameri­

can Jewish Congress, bitterly attacked the 
"Eastern European rabbis" - "a sickly 
weed transplanted from foreign shores" 

who had not "paid their dues:' But the 
packages continued, saving precious lives. 

Rabbi Sherer undertook the seemingly 
quixotic task of forging a proud, 
dynan1ic, effective moven1ent under 
the leadership of the Gedolei Torah. Indeed, 

he was their faithful servant, and while 
they were Agudath Israel's mind and heart, 
he served as their perceptive ear and strong 
right arm. The mutual trust between them 
was inspiring and all-encompassing. Once 

they rendered their judgments and 
decisions, he never fuiled to defer to them. 
During these final years, as Torah 

Jewry's elder statesman, he remained their 
loyal talmid, following their instmctions, 

even as they referred to hin1 as a chaver.' 
A fitting epitaph for him would be the 

one Rabbi Akiva Eiger chose for him­
self: "Eved l'avdei HaShem, servant of 
the servants of G-d." 

MAJOR INFLUENCES ON HIS LIFE 

S
everal Gedolei Yisroel were notable 
in the profuund influence they had 
upon him over the years. When only 

seventeen and a talmid of Mesivta 
Torah Vodaath, his menahe~ Reb Shra­

ga Feivel Mendlowitz, assigned him to 
accompany Rabbi Elchonon Wasserman 

T"1 on his travels in New York Oty. Rabbi 
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Wasserman encouraged hin1 to devote 
his life to Kial Yisroel, and he, in turn, 
was fired by the selfless devotion and 

Torah-inspired grasp of events of this 
ta/mid of the Chafetz Chaim. 

In addition, Rabbi Gedalya Schorr, 

Rosh Yeshiva of Mesivta Torah Vodaath, 
and mentor to the Agudath Israel 
minyan at "616 Bedford Avenue" in 

Williamsburg, became young Moshe's 
inspiration and confidant, adopting 
him as a younger brother of sorts - a 

relationship they maintained until the 
Rosh Hayeshiva's final days. 

Most indelibly, his association with the 

Lakewood Rosh Hayeshiva and tmdisputed 
manhig hadar, Rabbi Aaron Kotler '>"llT, 
had a profound influence in molding him 
into an eved v'nassi- both a servant to 

Kial Yisroel as well as its princely leader. 
From the time he assumed leadership 

of the Agudah, Rabbi Sherer spoke on 
the phone with Reb Aaron virtually every 

day, often several times a day. For the rest 

of his life, he always kept Rabbi Kotler's 
image before him. 

A NEW AGENDA EMERGES 

W
hile Agudath Israel of Amer­
ica developed as a dynamo of 
youth activities, an arm of res­

cue and rehabilitation for members of 
Jewish comn1unities in distress, and an 

effective spokesman for the rights of Amer­
ican Jewry, the name of Rabbi Moshe 
Sherer emerged on the national scene in 

1965 when he testified before Congress 
in support of President Lyndon John­
son's landmark aid to education bill. This 

was in bold defiance of the Jewish estab­
lishment's intractable opposition to 

any compromise in the wall between 
Church and State. Its leaders were - and 
still are - convinced that government 

aid to children being educated in reli­
gious schools constitute a formidable 
threat to the republic. 

Rabbi Sherer succeeded in projecting 
the image of Orthodoxy as a vibrant 
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movement that speaks eloquently and 
effectively for itself when his photograph 
was featured in The New York Times. This 

was duly reinforced when Johnson 
fought his legislation through Congress, 

and he invited Rabbi Sherer to the White 
House to be his guest at the bill-sign­
ing ceremony. That was the beginning 
of Agudath Israel of America's still bur­

geoning growth as a national and inter­
national advocate for Torah causes. 

Rabbi Sherer continued to lead and speak 
for Torah Judaism on many fronts: bat­
tling against the concept of a multi-denom­

inational Judaism which would confer legit -
in1acy to Conservatism and Reform; 
pursuing diplomacy on behalf of Jews 

behind the Iron Curtain; winning and pro­
tecting the rights of/ews in the workplace 
as well as in hospitals and other institu­

tional settings; expanding the sources of 
government financial aid for yeshivas and 
other Jewish schools of advanced study; 

promoting adult Torah education 
through DafYam~ professional conferences, 
and similar endeavors; broadening tl1e scope 

of a wide range of youth activities, 
including outreach; and many, many other 
areas of activity- all generated by a deep 

love for Torah and its students, always 
marked by impeccable dignity and unim­

peachable integrity. 

A MAN UNIVERSALLY RESPECTED, 
GREATLY LOVED, DEEPLY MISSED 

R
abbi Sherer was a fierce fighter 

for halacha, Daas Torah, and prin­
ciple, but he never descended to 

personal attack. That is why the most 
vociferous enemies of his policies never 
had any animus toward him as a per­

son. It also made it possible for him to 
reach accommodation with them from 

time to time for the benefit of Torah Jewry. 
He was unfailingly gracious and 

grateful to people who did him even small 

courtesies. A telephone call- even dur­
ing his final illness - or a letter from 
one of Kial YisroeI's busiest leaders would 

come unfailingly to people who had done 

something for the Agudah or from him. 
On one of the most painful days of his 
illness, he dictated a thank you letter to 
a third-grade class that had written to 

wish him a refua sheleima. 
His staff worshipped him, even 

though he was very demanding of 

them. His criticisms were gentle and his 
compliments profuse. And he shared their 
joys and sadnesses like a devoted father. 

His devotion to Agudath Israel can­
not be exaggerated. In his hesped, Rabbi 
Shimshon Sherer related that his father 

had told him that he has "four children 
- in addition to my son and two daugh­
ters, I have Agudath Israel. But don't 

worry, I love you no less because of Agu­
dah." Indeed, his loyal wife, the former 
Debbie Fortman, his children and 

grandchildren benefitted greatly from his 
attention and inspiring exa1nple. 

One of his greatest triumphs came in 
the last months of his life, when the ill­
ness that was to kill him was already rav­

aging his body and he was functioning 
on sheer will power and siyata diShmaya. 
He led the Am Echad delegation to Israel 

and gained enormous respect for his mes­
sage, his cause, and - least in1portant 
to him - his own prestige. During that 

visit, he met at length with Rabbi Yosef 
Shalom Eliyashiv and Rabbi Aharon Leib 
Steinman, and they seemed to have been 

as impressed as Rabbi Aharon Kotler, 
Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, Rabbi Yaakov 

Kamenetsky, and Rabbi Yitzchok Hut­
ner, and the Admarim of Gur, Kopich­
nitz, Boyan, Novominsk and others had 

been in their time. How sad that our 
generation was not worthy to have our 

prayers on behalf of Moshe ben Basya 
Bluma answered in the affirmative. 

BY RABBI NossoN SCHERMAN 
AND RABBI NJSSON WOLPIN 

A more extensive appreciation is 

planned for a future issue. 

7 



The Exalted Status of the Beis Din Process 

W celebrate Shavuos as "the Time 
of the Giving of the Torah," 
commemorating our People's 

receiving the Torah at Sinai. Besides reliving 
this pinnacle event in human history, this 
festival gives us opportunity 

the process of submitting disputes to a din 
Torah, as well criticisms of some aspects of 
the system, it is important to stress that not 
only is a Jew forbidden to resort to secular 
courts, he will ultimately find the experience 
more frustrating than any din Torah. 

to reinforce our commitment 
to live by the Torah's laws -
in our daily actions and 
thoughts between man and 
his Creator, as in our 
interactions with others. In 
cases of doubt or conrict, 
disputes may be brought to a 
beis din, a rabbinical court, 
where according to Dovid 
Hamelech, the preceedings 
can be appreciated in terms 
of "G-d standing in the 
Divine assembly, in the midst 

• 
When Moshiach 

comes and the 

world is filled with daas 
Torah, as the Novi 

describes it, one miaht 
v 

assume that battei 
dinim will cease to 

exist. .. 

• 

At this occasion, we 
would like to underscore the 
obligatory nature o( using the 
beis din, when necessary, 
and its exalted nature in the 
Torah scheme o( things. The 
following thoughts on the 
topic are adopted from a 
shiur by Rabbi Avrohom 
Pam N"V~'ni. Rosh 
Hayeshiva of Mesivta Torah 
Vodaath and member o( the 
Moetzes Gedolei HaTorah 
(Council of Torah Sages of 
Agudath Israel o( America). of judges shall He judge" 

(fehillim 82, 1). Moreover, the maintenance 
o( equity and justice is a prerequisite for the 
continued existence of the world. (Rosh 
Hashana 3 la, Maharsha, loc. cit.) 

While The Jewish Observer has recently 
published articles featuring explanations of 

The shiur was presented in Torah 
Vodaath and translated and prepared for 
publication by Rabbi Avrohom Liss, a 
talmid of Rabbi Pam, currently on the 
administration of Bnos Leah-Prospect Park 
High School (or Girls, in Brooklyn. 

THE CENTRAL ROLE OF TORAH LAW 

W
hen the queen travels, she is 
customarily preceeded by her 
attendants, and then followed 

by an entourage of guards. They serve 
her and protect her. Similarly, says the 
Midrash, Kial Yisroel's encounter with 
the Divine Royal Presence at Sinai, as 
recounted in Parshas Yisro, is preceed­
ed in the Chumash by Yisro's discussion 
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with Moshe Rabbeinu regarding dinim, 
counseling him to establish an effective 
judiciary system, and is followed by 
"Ve'eila hamishpatim-And these are 
the laws that you should place before 
them." just as the royal guards protect 
the queen from all sides, so too do oblig­
ations regarding dinim protect the basic 
fundamentals of the Torah. 

The Gemora (Babba Metzia 68) 
relates that Rav Pappa served as the 

judge in a dispute between two part­
ners. One of the partners had with­
drawn his half of the capital in a joint 
investment without the knowledge and 
consent of the other, who brought the 
case to the beis din. Rav Pappa ruled 
that since exactly half of the assets were 
taken by the partner, he was within his 
rights in accordance with halacha. A 
year later the same two people again 
entered a partnership in purchasing 
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several barrels of wine together. This 
time the other partner liquidated half 
of the barrels without his partner's con­
sent. So the other decided to take his 
partner to Rav Pappa for a din Torah. 
This time Rav Pappa ruled against the 
partner who had liquidated the part­
nership without the consent of the other. 

Rav Pappa realized that he should 
elaborate on his ruling, lest the litigant 
who had lost both times feel that the 
Rav had some personal animosity 
against him. He explained that in the 
first case, where the partnership con­
sisted of capital, oneccould take back 
half of the money without any question 
of impropriety. In the second case, how­
ever, where wine was involved, how 
could one partner take some of the bar­
rels and sell them? Certainly the qual­
ity of the wine varied from barrel to 
barrel. One person could not indepen­
dently sell part of the assets without the 
risk of being unfair. 
The lesson learned from this Gemo­

ra is that had Rav Pappa not explained 
his ruling, the second partner would 
have certainly felt a grudge against bat­
tei dinim. 

WHEN OBJECTIVITY IS 
INVARIABLY LACKING 

Rabbi Yisroel Salanter once com­
mented that when one poses a 
question of issur and hetter, and 

the Rav says that an item is treif, even 
if it involves great financial loss or, as a 
result, one has no meat for Shabbos, the 
person does not begrudge the Rav. Ifhe 
loses a din Torah in monetary matters, 
however, the loser invariably has com­
plaints against the Rav. He answers that 
in a case of issur and hetter, there is no 
contest between a winner and a loser. 
But in a din Torah, one party wins, giv­
ing the other litigant cause to be upset. 
Another reason, he adds, is that in mat­
ters of issur and hetter, one realizes that 
he is not proficient in the laws of bas­
sar v'chalov (mixtures of meat and milk) 
or taruvos (other mixtures of the for­
bidden and permitted). In the area of 
Choshen Mishpat (business law), how­
ever, everyone thinks that he is as pro-
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ficient in the halacha as the Rav. Yet even 
taltnidei chachamim who have n1astered 
the relevant halachos can lose sight of the 
fact that they can lack objectivity. The 
Nesivos Hamishpat (Rahhi Yaakov Lor­
berbaum) writes to his children in his 
tzava'a (ethical will) that even if they 
become great talmdei chachamim, in a 
case of a monetary question, one must 
ask another Rav because "No man [is 
capable of] seeing his own faults"; one 
must be even n1ore careful than in cases 
of issur v'hetter. 

The Ksav Sofer(Rabbi Shmuel Biny­
omin Sofer) writes three teshuvos 
(halachic responsa) about whether a son 

• 
Quite the contrary. 

As people search in 

earnest for em es and 

daas Torah, battei 
dinim will certainly 

increase. This ultimately 

will lead to Kiddush 
Hashem. 

• 
can summon a father, or a talmid can 
su111n1on a Rebbe to a din Torah. 

The one who posed the question had 
felt that it was a bizayon (disrespectful) 
for a son to take his father to din. The 
Ksav Sofer unequivocally answers that 
resorting to abjudicate a din Torah is not 
a bizayon and should not be treated as 
such. He does caution, however, that one 
must exercise caution in how he 
expresses himself at the din Torah, 
because engaging in an adverserial 
exchange could detract from one's kib­
bud av or kibbud rav. He then relates an 
incident he had heard from his father, 
the Chasam Sofer: 

The S'MA had had a monetary dis­
pute with someone, and later had 
occasion to raise the question during a 
gathering of the Gedolei Hador. He 

presented the case to them, and point­
ed out why he felt his position was right. 
One of the Gedolim opened up a 
Choshen Mishpat and showed him 
how his reasoning was wrong, pointing 
out that the S'MA rules against him. He 
then arose and said, "Now I understand 
the comment of Chazal that declares 
'No man [is capable off seeing his own 
faults.' Even a Gadol b'Yisroel cannot 
rely on his own reasoning when he is a 
party to a monetary dispute and must 
ask a she'eilas chacham." 

STRIVING FOR SHALOM 

rubbi Yisroel Salanter once gave a 
etter of introduction to an indi­
ent person to help him collect 

funds. His students, upon learning of 
this, were outraged because the indi­
vidual was known to be a fraud, so they 
plotted all sorts of ways to get the let­
ter back from the individual. When Reb 
Yisroel heard of this, he summoned his 
students, and admonished them that 
were acting in total oblivion of questions 
of gezzel(thievery); he had legitimately 
given the letter to the individual, and 
they have no right to take possession of 
it without the man's consent. 

The Chofetz Chaim points out that 
after Yisro had presented Moshe 
Rabbeinu with his proposal for a 
structured judicial system) he added, 
"And the entire nation will go to its 
place beshalom)) -with peace ( Shemos 
18, 23), an expression that seems 
inappropriate. According to the Gemo­
ra at the end of Berachos, when one 
addresses living people, one should say, 
1'Go leshalom"-to a higher level of 
shalom. Only in reference to a dead 
person 7"1 does one say "beshalom"­
as if to say go with the peace that you 
have acquired. Why, then, does Yisro 
use the term «beshalom" in regard to 
living people? 

The Chafetz Chaim explains that if 
one is ?"1 guilty of theft, then after 120 
years, when his neshama ascends to 
heaven, it may be sentenced to return 
to earth in the form of a gilgul-a tran­
scient soul- so as to return the 
stolen goods to the family of the party 
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that had suffered the loss. This is what 
Yisro was referring to when he speci­
fied beshalom: After 120 years on this 
world, when one's neshama is called to 
heaven for its ultimate accounting, 
may it be beshalom-to eternal peace. 
People seek excuses to avoid a din 

Torah. And even after a person goes to 
a din Torah, he may misrepresent the 
facts. This is similar to a patient who has 

a pain in his foot and consults a doctor; 
when asked where it hurts, he shows the 
doctor his other foot because he fears the 
doctor might cause him pain when he 
examines the sore foot. Shouldn't he real­
ize that the only way the doctor can heal 
him is ifhe knows all the symptoms? So, 
too, how can a beis din rule correctly if 
it is not given all the relevant facts? One 
must know that going to a beis din is at 
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least as important as going to a doctor, 
for one's spiritual well-being is at risk. 

JUSTICE: AN ETERNAL NEED 

W
hen Moshiach comes and the 
world is filled with daas 
Torah, as the Navi describes it, 

one might assume that battei dinim will 
cease to exist. Quite the contrary. As peo­
ple search in earnest for emes and daas 
Torah, battei dinim will certainly 
increase. This ultimately will lead to Kid­
dush Hashem. 

The Midrash relates how Alexander 
the Great, in his travels, visited a royal 
court just as two litigants came before 
the king. The dispute was as follows: 
One person had sold a parcel of land to 
another. Upon digging up the proper­
ty, the buyer discovered a great treasure. 
He claimed that the treasure did not 
belong to him, as he had purchased only 
a piece of real estate. The seller argued 
that he had sold the property and all of 
its contents to the buyer, and the trea­
sure rightfully belongs to the buyer. 

Alexander the Great had never 
heard such an unusual case, and was 
very curious as to how the king would 
rule. The king called over one of the par­
ties and asked him about his family­
ifhe had any children of marriageable 
age. He affirmed that he, indeed, had 
a daughter to marry off. He then 
enquired of the other party regarding 
his family, and if he might have a son 
of marriageable age. He also answered 
in the affirmative. The King ruled: 
could one imagine a better shidduch 
than one uniting two such honest fam­
ilies! The daughter of the one should 
marry the son of the other, and the trea­
sure be given to the young couple as a 
wedding gift. This search for truth on 
the part of the litigants and its ultimate 
resolution made a profound impression 
on Alexander the Great. 
"I'he time to reflect on these ideas, 

and to commit oneself to seeking the 
opinion of a beis din and abiding by it, 
is before a person becomes involved in 
litigation, before he has vested interests 
in a specific outcome. Properly con­
ducted mishpat has the potential of ere-

- -·-"··-----------------
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Respect for the 
Halachic Legal System 

Concern Over Its Misuse 

Based on an address by the Novominsker Rebbi, Rabbi Yaakov Perlow, N"V'7tv 

member of the Moetzos Gedolei HaTorah of Agudath Israel of America 

I
deem it extremely important to raise 
an issue that reqUires our serious 
attention and that bears directly on 

the challenge before us at all times," t'hei 
Sheim Shamayim misaheiv al yadecha." In 
recent years, it has become the practice 
of some Orthodox Jews and some 
Orthodox lawyers to defame and vilify the 
sacred institution of batei din b'Yisroel, 
of Jewish ecclesiastic courts. Not only do 
people refuse to respond to a su1nmons 
from such courts, but they resort to sec­
ular courts, before and after a din Torah, 
in the process destroying the credibility 
and prestige of the Jewish legal system. 

The following quotation from a 
brief submitted by an Orthodox lawyer 
on behalf of his client, seeking to upset 
a p'sak din of a duly-constituted beis din 
of talmidei chachamim, says more than 
my descriptive phrases: "I am now no 
longer under the thumb of a biased, cor­
rupt, unfair, and fraudulent beth din:' 
It is well-known that secular judges are 
shocked at the extent to which Ortho­
dox Jews will go to undermine the deci-

This essay is excerpted fro1n a larger article that 
\vas featured in The Jewish Observer, Feb. '93. 

• 
Years ago, I had the merit 

to sit on a beis din with 

Rav Breuer, 7"::n and yibode/ 
/'c,~aim tovim, Rav Schwab 

N"V''ro in K'hal Adath Jeshurun 
One could truly sense the 

presence of G-d as Jews came 

for a din Torah in that court. 

Understandably, that beis din 
commanded the respect and 

obedience of the litigants. 

• sion of a beis din, up to and including 
poison pen letters against rabbonim. This 
is a tremendous chillul Hashem. 

In a somewhat different situation, a 
husband suing for a civil divorce refused 
to give his wife a get. This man's lawyer, 
an Orthodox Jew, testified upon exam­
ination by the court that "not all Ortho-

<lox rabbis require a get to be given before 
a won1an remarries, and there have been 
Orthodox rabbis who perform such 
marriages, even intermarriages .... " 

This from an Orthodox lawyer, mind 
you. He even submitted a statement by 
a Reform rabbi, with three academic 
degrees after his name, asserting that" ... 
in accordance with the Talmudic prin­
ciple of dina d'malchusa dina, the civil 
divorce is recognized not only civilly but 
also religiously, and each party is free to 
remarry civilly and religiously .. :' Rach­
mana l'tzelan. 

The corruption of unscrupulous peo­
ple, unfortunately shomrei mitzvah, has 
resulted in the desecration of the 
Almighty, the desecration of the honor 
of the Torah, and desecration of the 
honor of the Jewish People before the 
legal profession, before the secular world. 

Admittedly, the subject of batei dinim 
today is a double-edged sword. People 
have complaints about different rab­
bonim, dayanim, borerim, and to'anim 
(functionaries in the beis din). This is not 
the place to explore this sensitive issue. 
But I would like to recall for public con-
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sun1ption -how more than twenty years 
ago, Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, 7":::lT, 

remarked in my presence that in these 
times it is preferable to go to a standing 
beis din of three, in contrast to resorting 
to borerus (where each party to the dis­
pute selects one judge, and the two judges 
appoint a third) - a beis din of zabla'a. 
Such courts, while well-grounded in 
halacha, are subject to many pressures 
and pitfalls, whereas a totally neutral beis 
din, where none of the individual mem­
bers of the court is chosen by either of 
the disputants, is more likely to function 
smoothly, and to arrive at judgments in 
line with 'forah principle. 

Years ago, I had the merit to sit on a 
beis din with Rav Breuer, 7"~! and 
yibodel l'chaim tovim, Rav Schwab 
i'l"t>''>V in K'hal Adath feshurun. The 
ain1as hadin) respect for the Law, the 
mora Shamayim, the fear of Heaven, the 
trembling before the realization of 
hamishpat l'Elokim hu (Devarim l, 17) 
that judgment is ultimately the exclu­
sive realm of the Almighty, which pre­
vailed in that beis din, was simply over­
powering. One could truly sense the 
presence of G~d as Jews came for a din 
Torah in that court. Understandably, that 
beis din commanded the respect and 
obedience of the litigants. 

I would suggest that the time has 
come for the leadership of the Torah 
world, along with Agudath Israel, to 
establish a high-level beis din tzeddek. 
Made of individuals with the highest 
credentials, talmidei chachamim, both 
young and old, these dayanim will 
alternate and serve the community 
with the honor and respect that din 
Torah requires. Such a respected beis din 
will promote fulfillment of the verse, 
"Tzeddek, tzeddek tirdof - Pursue only 
justice" (Deva rim 14, 20), as our sages 
have explained it: "Haloch achar beis din 
yafa - search after a worthy court." It 
would be fearless, just, and dignified; it 
would win the allegiance of the entire 
Torah co1nn1unity. Moreover, it would 
help reinstate kavod Torah, etnes, din, 
and shalom in our midst. And it would 
certainly help us all fulfill "that the Name 
of Heaven be made beloved through 
you." • 
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by Avrohom Ziemba ':n, 
translated from the Yiddish 
and prepared for publication 

by Sorah Shapiro 

From Shavuos to Shavuos. The 
Gerrer Rebbe (the Imre Emes), 
Rabbi Avrohom Mordechai Alter 
'?"'.llT (1866-1948), served as 
leader of tens of thousands of 
Chassidim during the most 
turbulent and troubled period of 
modern Jewish history. His 43-

year tenure began on Shavuos 
1905, after the petira (passing) 
of his saintly father, Rabbi Aryeh Leib Alter (the Sefas Emes), '?"'.llT, and ended with 
his own petira on Shavuos 1948. In 1912 he had joined the Chafetz Chaim, Rabbi 
Chaim Ozer Grodzenski, Czortkover Rebbe, and other leading figures of his time to 
found Agudas Yisroel and was instrumental in establishing the Yesodei Torah 
Talmud Torahs for boys, Beis Yaakov Schools for girls, clubs for Orthodox youth and 
Orthodox newspapers and literature. 

-R;bbi.Zi;;-~ba ?"r :;~;;pectcd ·ta1;;1id-chac/iam 
and historian, was a nephew of the revered Rabbi 
Menachcm Zien1ba, 1",i'I, a survivor of the \Var­
saw Ghetto and Gcnnan concentration cainps. 
This article originally appeared in Dos Yiddishe 
Vort. 

Sorah Shapiro, who lives in Brooklyn, writes and 
lectures on religious and general subjects. She is 
a frequent contributor to these pages, n1ost 
recently with "The Hunt For Buried Treasures in 
the Ukraine" (Feb'98). 
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During World War II, when his majestic empire ended 
up in total ruin, he and three of his sons found refuge 
in Eretz Yisroel, where in 1926 he had established 
Yeshiva Sefas Emes in Jerusalem in memory of his 
father. He died exactly fifty years ago, when Jerusalem 
was being beseiged by the Arab legionnaires, and was 
buried in the yeshiva's courtyard. S.S. 

The Jewish Observer, May 1998 



Chassidic Pilgramage to Ger 

I
n remembrance of the glorious 
Torah centers 1ve lost and in com­
memoration of the Yorn Tov of Mat­

tan Torah - the festival of the Giving of 
the Torah - I would like to capture on 
paper the panorama of a Shavuos pil­
rimage to Ger, when thousands of Yid­
den, fron1 prestigious gaonim to com­
munity leaders to common-folk, came 
from hundreds of places, like Warsaw, 
Lodz, Cracow, Lomza, and Kalisz and 
the myriad of little towns and hamlets 
nearby. By train, bus, car or wagon, they 
embarked on their journey days in 
advance. 

Especially impressive was the pre­
ponderance of ebullient young men 
and boys, brimming with Torah and 
Yiras Shamayirn, some of whom 
arrived two weeks in advance in antic­
ipation of a momentous kabbolas 
haTorah, queuing up in the courtyard 
to meet the Torah personalities as they 
arrived. 

A Gathering ofGedolei Torah 

H
ere you see the Bendiner Rav) 
Reb Hersh Henach, who is 
often accompanied by his nine 

sons. The crowd clusters around him. 
As is his custom, he gives Shulem with 
both hands, embracing everyone as he 
would a child or a brother. The Bendin­
er is a grandson of Reb Henach Hako­
hen from Alexander and Reb Hersh 
Tomashover; he is also the son-in-law 
of the Sefas Ernes, and the brother-in­
law of the Rebbe and his mechuten. But 
here in Ger, he is just another Chassid, 
giving Shu/em of the Rebbe with the 
humility of an ordinary man. 

Over there you recognize the Pabi­
anitzer-Kaliszer Rav, usually escorted by 
a few rabbanim. The previous night 
they had attended a rabbinic conven­
tion in Warsaw; Erev Shavuos is the 
most propitious time for the Agudas 
Horabbonim in Poland to convene its 
membership en route to their rebbeim, 
more often than not to Ger. 

Reb Mendele, president of the Agu­
das Horabbonim, was the youngest 
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son of the Sefas Emes. A man of inher­
ent nobility, a gaon b'niglah, godol b'nis­
tor, and wise in the ways of the world, 
who for decades has rarely missed 
Shavuos in Ger, is as one Chassid 
among the thousands. 

Who can list all the rabbanim, gaon­
im and mechabrim (authors) who set 
foot Erev Shavuos in the Gerrer Court! 
There were such as Reb Meir Don Plot­
sky (Kli Chemda), the Pietrikover Gaon, 
Reb Simcha Yoir ( Orah V'Simcha-who 
had been a follower of the Chiddushei 
HaRim, the Sefas Emes's grandfather), 
and-from the younger generation­
Reb Menachem Ziemba (the llluy of 
Praga), the Ozorkover Rav, Reb Dovid 
Ber, vice-president of Agudas Horab-

• 

anti-Jewish decrees. 
Over there you see pro1ninent edu­

cators, journalists, and writers, such as 
Reb Alexander Zusha Friedman 
(author of Der Torah Kval), Reb Yehu­
da Leib Orlean (head ofBeis Yaakov in 
Poland), Reb Eliezer Gershon Frieden­
son (editor of the Beis Yaakov Journal). 
Chassidic rabbanim, gray-white with 
age, from prestigious con1munities, in 
the company of young men and teen­
aged boys, working their way through 
the crowds like all the rest... to give 
"Shu/em," or approaching the tisch. An 
aura of simplicity masks their true 
stature; here they are homespun Chas­
sidin1, having no clain1s to pride. 

Yet kavod ha Torah is top priority, as 

An aura of simplicity masks their true stature; 

here they are homespun Chassidim, having no 

claims to pride. Yet kavod ha Torah is top priority, 

as is obvious to those who were privileged to 

comprehend the quintessence of Ger. 

bonirn. The latter two are seen in a cor­
ner in Talmudic debate. A few young 
n1en stand nearby ... one ventures a 
remark, a question. An argun1ent 
ensues, punctuated with citations from 
Tosafos, Yerushalmi, Rishonim and 
Acharonin1, and a new Torah star is dis­
covered! 

Among Chassidim and 
Community Leaders 

S 
havuos in (-;er also means meet­
ings among presidents of kehil­
los (such as Reb Leibel 

Mintzberg, head of the Lodz Kehilla), 
and other lay leaders, including the 
Agudas Yisroel representatives to the 
Polish Parliament and local munici­
palities, as well as leaders of Zeirei and 
Poalei-Agudah, seeking to improve 
religious communal life and to contest 

• 
is obvious to those who were privileged 
to comprehend the quintessence of Ger. 

A Misnagdisher gadol once asked 
the Baal HaTanya about the sefer 
Noam Elimelech he had just received. 
Not knowing the author, he slipped the 
volume under his bookcase. The Baal 
Ha Tanya answered, "You want to know 
about the author? This I can tell you: 
if you had put him under the bookcase, 
he would have accepted it lovingly." 
Such is the caliber of the rabbanim 

and lomdim, who at home are consid­
ered foren1ost personalities of their 
time, but in Ger, aspiring to higher lev­
els of Chassidus, shake off the trammels 
of the world and completely nullify 
themselves. You literally see under the 
table, not atthe table, middle-aged and 
young talmidei chacha1nim, masters of 
Shas and poskim, living by the dictum: 
"Sit in the dust of their feet." 
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A Minute For a Rendezvous With Eternity 

W
aiting in line are thousands of 
Chassidim, hoary seniors, 
young men and boys, and 

hundreds upon hundreds of children, 
hearts fluttering with euphoria and awe. 

They nervously rewind their long, 
curly payos and the gartel they're not yet 
accuston1ed to wearing. For so1ne, this 
is their first expedition. Their fathers and 
grandfathers are no less apprehensive. 
The tension mounts as the many thou­
sands await their one-minute audience 
with the Rebbe. Everyone is profound­
ly absorbed in soul-searching and self­
reflection, to be worthy of drawing from 
the Rebbe'swellsprings of holiness in that 
one n1oment, a virtual "Earning one's 
portion in World-to-Come in a single 
moment," ... standing before the Rebbe 
with knees knocking, stan1mering 
"Shulem aleichem." 

Those two words embody a world: 
confession of past sins, resolutions for 

the future, a request to the Rebbe for soul 
analysis, and an appeal for the Rebbe's 
blessing. As for the stray material con­
cern, that, too, is a component of the 
spiritual. 

The Rebbe perceives each entreaty 
and responds with an understanding 
nod, a penetrating glance, a sharp ges­
ture and a brief remark. One 1narvels 
at the Rebbe's phenomenal memory and 
grasp, his ability to pierce minds and 
swiftly profile the problems brought 
before hi1n as he answers each one 
accordingly. 

Midas HaDin and Midas HoRachamim 

I
n the Rebbe's Shu/em-room there is 
a co-existence of midas ha' din (strict 
justice) with midas horachamim 

(compassion), the former directed 
toward the mevakshim and bnei aliya, 
the lofty souls. For them, he has cutting 
words, not permitting them to take 
themselves for granted (in the old 

Kotzker tradition). A young man bares 
his soul regarding foreign thoughts, and 
the Rebbe answers didactically, "They're 
not foreign; they're your own:' Taken 
aback, the Chassid understands he must 
start all over from the beginning. 

To the irresolute, the Rebbe speaks 
with midas horachamim, and to the spir­
itually unstable or alienated, with infi­
nite mercy. This great leader, who hard­
ly has a minute for the most revered 
personages with the most urgent prob­
lems, always allots time for the rank­
and-file, such as the young village shoe-
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Bachurim arriving by b11s, auto and wagon for Shavuos in Ger 

n1aker who wants to become n1ore 
immersed in Yiddishkeit. 

And Yorn Tov Sets In 

Y
orn 1ov sets in. Although every 
trip to Ger is charged with his­
ronzemos hanefesh-a sense of 

exalted striving-on the night of the fes-

f 

tival of Mattan Torah, it is almost pal­
pable. The 2,000-capacity Beis Mid rash 
and both large courtyards are densely 
packed. In the swarm of shtreirnlach, lib­
erally dotted with young black hats, 
there unfolds an imagery of a majestic 
crown, studded with muted jewels. 

A startled hush reigns as the Rebbe, 
infallibly punctual, enters for the first 

(718) 462-4464 FAX: (718) 854-6667 
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public tefi/la. The frail, sweet "Borchu" 
of the eminent Gerrer baa/ tefilla, Reb 
Yossele Chentchiner, pierces the ego and 
enraptures the soul as thousands bow as 
one to sanctify and be sanctified by the 
holiness of Yorn Tov. 

About an hour after the davening, the 
first tisch begins. The most prestigious 
are seated first, even though young men 
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have been hovering about for days, hop­
ing to snatch a favorable vantage place. 
The crush to see and to hear is termed 
sakonas nefashos (risking one's life), but 
Chassidim consider it takonas nefaslws 
(repairing one's soul). Most of the 

attendees find room for standing­
though not always for seeing or hear­
ing-but they are too captivated by the 
divine ecstacy of the Rebbe's Tisch and 
divrei Torah to feel their distance from 
the table. The Tisch culminates in an 

What does 
your organization 

have to show for itself? 
You can say all you want...but the best way to get people 
involved is to SHOW them! 

No other communications technique has the ability to involve 
its audience as videos and slide shows - and no other studio in 
New York is as involved in videos and slide shows as Zelman. 
Zelman Studios can handle the entire production from creative 
concept thru writing and photography. 

For portable presentations Zelman Studios can prepare a 
completely self-circulating, self-contained projection unit that 
can literally tell your story, by itself, anywhere. 

So call today, for a free brochure and 6-minute demonstration, 
and let us SHOW you. 
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A video production team 
will be in Israel, during June. 

As at Mattan 
Torah, we all 

returned home 

revitalized from 

having touched 

- and having 

been touched by - the 

mountain of sanctity 

and having reaffirmed 

in one voice "naaseh 
v'nishma" with 

unwavering dedication . 

• 
unforgettable, fiery dance, in which 
grandfathers, fathers and sons join 
hands across the generations in festive 
celebration. 

At Shacharis we tremble in anticipa­
tion of reliving Maamed Har Sinai at the 
Torah reading, expressing our longing 
as we sing the stately chords of "Akdo­
mus Millin''. .. a half-hour experience. 

1~he Gerrer Shavuos experience is 
highlighted by the Rebbes appearance on 
the balcony on the first day of Yam Tov, 
after the Tisch, when we can "greet the 
Rebbe on the holiday:' Older boys and 
young men line the walls and rooftops 
to catch a glimpse. My mind wanders 
back to the grandfather balancing his 
two grandsons on his shoulders. He 
seems to be saying, "Perhaps you don't 
understand now, but the memory will 
be yours forever." 

(Surely this memory would prove to 
be the source of strength later, in the war 
years, when these young men, emerging 
from the concentration camps half­
naked and barefoot, hungry and hollow­
eyed, surviving lost parents, wives and 
children, displayed a fearlessness and 
religious fervor that inspired even the 
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• 
II shulem Aleichem". 

Those two words 

embody a world: 

confession of past sins, 

resolutions for the future, 

a request to the Rebbe 
for soul analysis, and an 

appeal for the Rebbes 
blessing. As for the stray 

material concern, that, 

too, is a component of 

the spiritual . 

• spiritually unaffiliated. I remember an 
incident that took place in Shevat I 943, 
in the Budzin Concentration Camp near 
Maidanek. A group of young Gerrer 
Chassidim, after a hard day's labor and 
torture, huddled in a barrack corner to 
observe the Yahrzeit of the Sefas Ernes. 
The profound impact it had on our sec­
ularized neighbors is unforgettable. In 
fact, Dr. Eliezer Lipa Bloch, the former 
director of the Zionist organization, 
Keren Hayesod Fund, was so moved that 
the very next day he began to put on 
tefillin.) 

A Mountain of Sanctity 

O
ne venerable Gerrer Chassid 
once remarked half-jestingly: 
After the Revelation at Mount 

Sinai, the Jews no doubt dispersed into 
groups to discuss the vvonders. For some, 
the pivotal event was the thunder and 
lightning; for others, the sound of the 
shofar, for still others, the mountain 
bending over them like an arc; for the 
more exalted, it \Vas hearing the first two 
Dibros (Commandments). But they 
were unaniinous in declaring "na'aseh 
v' nish ma-we will do and we will listen." 
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So, too, with the pilgramage to Ger and 
its aftermath. Some were impressed by 
the quantity and quality of its atten­
dance; others cherished the new songs 
they learned; for the loftier souls, it was 
the new insights into "Anochi-1 am the 
L-rd your G-d." Yet, as at Mattan Torah, 
we all returned home revitalized from 

having touched - and having been 
touched by- the mountain of sancti­
ty and having reaffirmed in one voice 
"naaseh v1nish1na" 1vith unwavering 
dedication. 

With these lines l have scarcely 
scratched the surface of what Shavuos 
in Ger was like. • 

FouR SONS OF SEDER NIGHT. 

FouR MATRIARCHS. 

FouR SPECIES. 

ONE MAGNIFICENT PATTERN OF G-o's COS/'v\C-C: 

Rabbi Moshe Shlomo Emanuel, author of Tefillin: The Inside Story, 
gives us a fascinating and deep look into the pattern that exists 
within Torah and Jewish life, a pattern as all-encompassing as its 
Creator. Torah Patterns offers the reader a new and unusual 
understanding of Jewish history, the mitzvos, the lives of the avos, 
and the intimate bond forged between G-d and His people. 

---- A TAHGUM PHESS Book ----
Distributed by FELDHEIM PUBLISHERS 200 Airport Executive Park. Nanuet. NY 10954 
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Tower Air celebrates Israel with flights 
to Tel Aviv nearly every day. 
Today, we're especially proud to 
celebrate its 50th anniversary. 
Fly Tower to Tel Aviv and the 
the following destinations: 
Athens 
Paris 
Las Vegas 
Los Angeles 
Miami 
New York 
San Francisco 
San Juan 
For more information 
call your travel agent or 
Tower Air at 718-553-8500 or 
1-800-23-TOWER (outside NY). 
Visit us at www.toweraircom 

Convenient flights to the promised land 7bwef4if 



Mordechai Tobin 

Siyum on ''Pesachim'' 

W
hen Yeshiva Ohr Some'ach 
introduced me to Ge1nora 
seventeen years ago, I could 

hardly read Hebrew, did not know that 
much of the Gemora was written in Ara­
maic, and understood practically noth­
ing of Hebrew or Aramaic. Since that 
beginning at age sixty-eight, to this 
siyum on Pesachim at age eighty-five, I've 
experienced an improvement in both 
reading and translation. Age, however, 
has done tricks with memory and 
understanding. 

To learn new things when one is old 
is not only"shver; es tegt afkapores!" Ask 
me next week; no, ask me ton1orrow, 
"What was the point of the meisa 
about Rav Papa and Ravena and Rav 
Huna?" I'll answer you - with a blank 
stare .... 

Almost tvvo years ago I 1nade a siyurn 
on the gantze Mishnayos (entire Six 
Orders of Mis/ma). My chavrnso, Izzy 
Katz, asked me after the siyum, "So what 
are you going to learn no\v?" 

"NOW!!! Now I'm eighty-three, and 
learning gets tougher every new day. 
NOW I'm just resting!" 

"Why not start DafYomz? You do only 
a daf a day - that's not much. In seven 
years, when you're ninety, you can 
make a siyun1 on gantz Shas." 

"Are you crazy! That chutzpadik I'm 
not - to play for ninety! That's flirting 
with the aiyen hara. And besides .... " 

Hey, wait a second. Ninety. Wasn't 
that how old Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky 
was when he gave me the beracha? 

"How old are you?" asked Reb 
Yaakov. 

"I'm sixty-eight:' 
He quickly calculated the gap between 

our ages and said, "For hventy-two 
years, may you shteigin Torah. Then may 
you enjoy the fruits of your labor." 

I figured: I'm now eighty-three. Seven 
years to ninety. Seven years to do Daf 
Yomi. So I said, "I don't know whether 
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• 
I figured: I'm now 

eighty-three. Seven 
years to ninety. Seven 
years to do Oaf Yomi. 
So I said, "/ don't know 

whether I'm able to 

finish Shas, or that I will 

live to ninety, but I'll 
start Oaf Yomi." 

• 
I'm able to finish Shas, or that I will live 
to ninety, but I'll start Daf Yomi:' 

T
o date, a year and nine months 
later, I'm a year ahead of the Daf 
Yomi pace. I do Gemora all day 

with the help of the Soncino translation. 
At this time of life, Soncino is a good 

chavruso. He's always on time, he does­
n't waste tin1e, and he helps nle rnake 
time. Time is the ikar- nlOSt important 
of all. Of course, you may well question 
the quality of the learning. But if you 
examine the nine hundred pages of 
Gemora completed thus far, you will find 
evidence that every page was visited. 

If Hashem helps me to maintain the 
present pace of doing Shas, I might fin­
ish in the year two thousand, when I'm 
eighty-seven. That would be a proper, 
kosher way to bring in the twenty-first 
century. At the same ti1ne, I would earn 
enough credits for a front-row seat in 
Gan Eden, not too far from Reb Yaakov. 
That's why I'm rushing to make a 
siyun1 on gantz Shas as soon as possible, 
just in case I don't nlake it to ninety. I 
don't have in black and white a bona­
fide, Divine-witnessed guaranty that I'll 
make it to ninety. All I have is Reb 
Yaakov's verbal beracha. I'm delighted to 
have received such a fine beracha from 
such a respected, beautiful Jew. But 
money in the bank it's not. 

As you can see, I'm a Jew of little faith. 
But I'm not different than the Jews of 
the Exodus. They witnessed open mir­
acles every day, yet they held back in 
their full belief in Hashem. 

I too have witnessed miracles that 
Hashem has wrought, to bring me, and 
my son Shlomo Michael ben 
Mordechai, and his Jewish wife, Devo­
rah, and their four Jewish children to this 
siyum. Papa, Shlomo ben Ephraim, 
"Shep nachas!" 

And I too, Mordechai ben Shlomo, 
never fully believed in Hashem and His 
servants. Reb Yaakov, on his ninetieth 
birthday seventeen years ago, gave n1e 
the blessing to shteigin Torah for twen­
ty-two years, to age ninety. Except to 
brag to anyone who would lend an ear, 
the beracha is not, as I said, money in 
the bank, to draw against when need 
arises. 
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To help harness the enormous spirit 
reverberating throughout the Americas 
in the wake of the historic Tenth Siyum 
HaShas of the Dal Yomi, Agudath Israel 
of America's Oaf Yomi Commission 
reminds the public that. .. 

• If you require assistance in the forma­
tion of a new Oaf Yomi group and/or 
are in need of a qualified maggid shiur, 
the Oaf Yomi Commission can help. 

• For a laminated book-mark with a 16-
month Oaf Yomi calendar, free of 
charge, our office can be written or 
faxed. A 32-page seven-year calendar 
is also available, for a handling charge 
of $2.00 each. 

• If you are aware of a new Oaf Yomi 
shiur, please contact us for a Shiur 
Registration Form, so that it can be 
included in the new edition of the North 
American Directory of Oaf Yomi 
Shiurim presently under preparation. 

• In the meantime, copies of the 1996 
Directory - though it does not list the 
myriad new groups established since 
the Siyum - are still available. 

• You can also send for a free Directory 
of Oaf Yomi Services, outlining the var­
ious programs and assistance avail­
able to participants in limud Oaf Yomi. 

The beracha said," Shteig to ninety." 
It didn't say, "Shteigto eighty-seven." So 
why should I be a half-hearted believ­
er, and settle for eighty-seven to celebrate 
the secular milestone of ushering in a 
new millennium? I've got better things 
to do with a hard-earned, gantzer-Shas 
siyum! Do it on Reb Yaakov's yahrzeit! 

In the year two thousand and three, I 
will be ninety, and Reb Yaakov would be 
one hundred and twelve, a week before 
his seventeenth yahrzeit. The yahrzeit is 
the only fitting occasion to do the 
gantzer-Shas siyum. That's what I really 
want! For with a Reb Yaakov-gantzer-Shas 
siyum, I'll have olam haba in olam hazeh! 

Even that would not completely sat­
isfy me. What's the good of being up 
front in Gan Eden close to all the Torah 
giants only to sit there dumbstruck, not 
able to join in the spirited Torah talk? 

I was told a story that's similar to my 
present condition. You know this story, 
Hashem. Now it needs retelling. 

There was this orphan boy who had no 
learning. He could only say the Alef-Bais. 
On Yorn Kippur, before the Ne'ilah prayer, 
he spoke to You. He said, ''I don't kno1v ho1v 
to read. I don't know how to pray. All I know 
is the Alef-Bais. You knoiv hol-1/ to make the 
Alef-Bais into \vords. So please, Tatty, You 
pray for me. I can't. I'll say the Alef-Bais 
over and ove1~ and You n1ake my Alef-Bais 
into the words of the Ne'ilah prayer, and into 
the ivords that say 1vhat my heart and tears 
are saying." 

Hashem, I know You listened to that 
orphan boy's prayer. 

Hear me also, Hashe1n. Listen to my 
prayer too: 

I'm old. I can't learn Gemora. I can 
say the words, but I don't really under­
stand them. The little I do understand, 
I forget. Tatty, teach me. Yau be my 
Rebbe. When You teach me, I will learn. 
I will not forget what I learn. For You 
will renew my head to learn and my 
heart to remen1ber, just as You stirred 
up 1ny neshama seventeen years ago to 
recognize You. 

Then in Gan Eden I will talk Torah 
with Reb Yaakov b'yachad. Echad will 
Hashem be on that day, just as echad is 
Toras Hashem. And I'll be there with 
Reb Yaakov bayom hahu. II 
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/)~~~? 
Join a new daytime program 

A5slSfANf C0NTROUER 
EMPHASIZING: 

•ACCOUNTING 
•FINANCIAL CONCEPTS 

•COMPUTERIZED ACCOUNTING 
•LOTUS 1-2-3 
•PEACHTREE 

•EXCEL 
• MEDICAID AND MEDICARE RECEIVABLES 

.PtUJ. o/1-? 'lfoa ffUUf' k eli9ibk '°'1-~ ~ C~'k/.,(/.,(/ 
Class begins June 8th • End date August l 3th 

COPE 
INSTITUTE 

Classes offered at 
A~8/j'1~~~L .. ·.········ 84 WILLIAM STREET 

OFAMERICA NEW YORK, NY l 0038 

For information coll 

(212) 809-5935 



(Three week course) ($145 per week) 
Conversational Hebrew with emphasis on language, writing, and grammar 
used in the classroom. 
Instructor: Prof. Hanoch Dubitsky, Yeshiva University 

2. CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT 
Methods to structure the environment to promote learning. 
Instructor: Rabbi Nuchum Kaplan, Dean, Yeshivas Rabbi Jacob Joseph, 
Staten Island 

3 TEACHING CHUMASH TO THE OLDER CHILO 
Practical techniques in skill-building, and motivational 
techniques for the older child. (Grade 4 and up) 

Instructor: Rabbi Menachum Meisels, Rebbi, 
Hebrew Academy of Cleveland, Cleveland Heights, 
Ohio 

4. TEACHING IS 
Learn the key elements of instruction that make 
one a teacher. 
Instructor: Rabbi Yitzchok Merkin, Headmaster, 
Yeshiva of Greater Washington, Silver Spring, MD 

5. COMMUNICATION IN THE EDUCATIONAL 
ENVIRONMENT 

Practical techniques and methods of 
communication needed to relate to your students. 
their parents, and others that are involved in the 
chinuch process. 

Instructor: Rabbi Hal Klestzick, Principal, Joseph and Fannie Rudlin Torah 
Academy, Richmond, VA 

Classes will be held at Prospect Park Yeshiva, 1601 Avenue R, Brooklyn, NY 

2 CLASSROOM 
MANAGEMENT 

3 TEACHING CHUMASH 
TO THE OLDER CH\LD 

I 

I 

1. IVRIT B'IVRIT 
TEACHERS' SEMINAR 

8. THE KEYS 
TO DISCIPLINE 

1. IVRIT B'\VRIT 
TEACHERS' SEMINAR 

13.CLASSROOM 
PSYCHOLOGY 

14. DIKDUK 
LECHUMASH VESIDDUR 

--.--- I ·-·· ____ ! _____ . __ _ 
4_ TEACHING IS I 9. MAKING DINIM I 15. EFFECTIVE 

' AND TEFILA DISCIPLINE 

\ MEANINGFUL 16. TESTS, MEASURMENTS, 

----------+--~~!!VE 1!ACH~.~+--· ANo _ _:vLUATION~--
omn · --'""'-~j------__;'_"~'° ~ 

5. COMMUNICATION 11. TEACHING , 16. TEACH!NG 
IN THE EDUCATIONAL THE WHOLE CLASS I NAVI 

ENVIRONMENT 12. THE ART OF 17. MAKING A MENCH 
7_ TEACHING GEMORAH I MOTIVATION ' 

·--------·-_L______,,_. ______ ___l____. ______ _ 

For more information about courses and tees, please contact: Rabbi Yitzchak Merkin or Rabbi Shmarya Rennert, 
c/o Torah Umesorah Summer Seminar, 160 Broadway, NY 10038, (212) 227-1000ext106 Fax (212) 406-6934 

Hands on workshop dealing witll teacher supervision: leadership styles, 
community, parent and board relationships. Emphasis on shanng. 
Instructor: Rabbi Nuchum Kaplan, Dean, 
Yeshivas Rabbi Jacob Joseph, Staten Island 

7. TEACHING GEMORAH 
How to systematically present the Gemorah, develop thinking skills, and 
build language skills. 
Instructor: Rabbi Menachum Meisels, Rebbi, 
Hebrew Academy of Cleveland, Cleveland Heights, OH 

8. THE KEYS TO DISCIPLINE 
Various ideas to use in order to prevent discipline problems from occurring. 
Instructor: Rabbi Chaim Feuerman, Ed.D. 

9. MAKING OINIM ANO TEFILA MEANINGFUL 
P'actical methodologies to teach both Oinim and T elilah in an interesting. 
informative, and motivating manner. 
lrstructor: Rabbi Dov Leibenstein, Educational Supervisor, Chicago, IL 

10. ACTIVE TEACHING 
Model lessons on various topics demonstrating teaching and thinking 
sKills. Every model lesson will be followed by a group discussion 
analyzing the lesson. 
Instructor: Rabbi Chaim Feuerman, Ed.D. 

11. TEACHING THE WHOLE CLASS 
Methodologies of teaching all the students in a heterogeneous class. 
Differential instruction for the weaker and gifted student along with 
strategies for effective grouping. 
hstructor: Rabbi Dov Leibenstein, Educational Supervisor, Chicago, \L 

12. THE ART OF MOTIVATION 
Practical approaches and tips on how to motivate students/children 
to try their best. 
Instructor: Rabbi Yitzchok ldstein, Rebbi, Yeshiva of Greater Washington 

13. CLASSROOM PSYCHOLOGY 
Geared to provide you with an understanding of the psychological 
::Jynam1cs of various classroom behaviors and the techniques to deal with 
them. 
Instructor: Dr. Shlomo Shuck, Associate Professor, Monmouth College; 
Consulting Psychologist, Ohel 

14. OIKDUK LeCHUMASH VeSIDDUR 
Learn and understand basic rules and principles needed for accurate 
reading and translation of Chumash and Siddur. 
Instructor: Rabbi Yitzchok Charner, Principal, 
Torah School of Greater Washington, 
Silver Spring, MD 

15. EFFECTIVE DISCIPLINE 
Learn how to discipline a class through management techniques and 
building up self esteem in children in order to develop a positive learning 
atmosphere. 
Instructor: Rabbi Zev Katz, Principal, 
Yeshiva of Greater Washington Judaic Dept-Girls Div. 

16. TESTS, MEASUREMENTS, AND EVALUATIONS 
Learn how to construct lair tests. Learn how to interpret standardized test 
scores and psychological evaluations. 
Instructor: Dr. Joel Dickstein, Coordinator, 

P'T ach Program, Yeshiva University 

r-------------------------------------------------------------------, 17. TEACHING NAVI 

i TORAH UMESORAH SUMMER SEMINAR, 160 BROADWAY, N.Y.C. 10038 i 
I I 

: TUITIO~ SCHEDULE : 
1 Please register me for the following classes: 1 

: (please circle) No. of Courses l 1 I 2 3 •10 
for each 

2 3 

7 8 9 

13 14 15 

4 

10 

16 

5 

11 

17 

Additional registration will take place at the door. 

6 

12 

18 

Tuition •150 I ~240 s320 

Registration Fee - $25 

Please enclose 25% al tuition and full 

registration fee to confirm your enrollment 

(balance due first day of course.) 

Amount enclosed$ ____ _ 

add'I course 

Name: _____________ .Address: ____________ Phone: _____ _ 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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I 
I 
I 

-------------------------------------------------------------------~ 

Gain an in-depth understanding of Navi and how 
to teach it. 
Instructor: Rabbi Zev Katz, Principal, 
Yeshiva of Greater Washington, 
Judaic Dept.-Girls Div. 

18. MAKING A MENCH 
Curricular ideas and practical techniques to 
incorporate Oerech Eretz and Mussar into your 
daily lessons, your classroom "life" and your 
students' in-school and out-of school to instill 
middos and create an atmosphere of respect and 
Derech Eretz in school and home. 
Instructor: Rabbi Yitzchok Charner, Principal, 
Torah Day School of Greater Washington, 
Silver Spring, MO 



Nissan Wolpin 

Re-/Zections on 
Fifey Years Since the 
Declaration of the State 

WHAT KIND OF APPLAUSE? 

I
t is now fifty years since the State of 
Israel was declared, and today it is a 
flourishing modern state with an 

expanding high-tech economy, home to 
six million people. And the world 
media are focused on this milestone. But 
somehow, we don't hear the deafening 
applause. It's as if the two hands - left 
and right - are out of sync with each 
other, and the fingertips of one slap the 
wrist of the other. 

Isn't this the fulfillment of a vision, 
and then some, the reality surpassing the 
dream? Yes, but-. 

Tzahal is the strongest force in the 
region, but Israel's borders are not 
secure. 

Israel is ahnost universally recog­
nized as an independent state, but it is 
still the object of patronizing dictation 
fro1n its superpower sponsor, and 
rebuke from the European Union it 
zealously courted. 

The economy is thriving, but the 
underclass is large and growing. 

An ingathering of the exiles of his­
toric proportions has actually taken 
place, but tensions between different 
groups are taut. 

Remarkably, the Zionist dream in 
many ways was fulfilled, but it has since 
been cast away by post-Zionist hedonists 
and sophisticates. Israel was proudly 
proclaimed The Jewish State, the Jew­
ish homeland, but today, many of its ide­
ologues would rather see it identified as 
a state of Jews. 

And the Torah community? In 1948, 
it was tiny and ghettoized, and all but 
ignored, and today it is admired or 
feared, or detested, but surely not 
ignored. We too have achieved growth 

and vigor and influence beyond anyone's 
hopes - in good measure, with funding 
of the State ... in at least equal measure, 
in spite of the State; but we are the object 
of derision and attack and subterfuge -
in language and sentiment unmatched, 
emanating fron1 Jewish sources - from 
those who govern the State, and from 
those who influence the direction in 
which it is going. 

So the Torah community applauds -
but with one hand. 

A HISTORIC PERSPECTIVE 

C
lose to fifty years ago, on Parshas 
Beshalach 5709/1949, the Telshe 
Rosh Hayeshiva, Rabbi Elya Meir 

Bloch '>""1 addressed an Agudath Israel­
sponsored gathering in the Williamsburgh 
section of Brooklyn. The mood at that 
tin1e was torn between, on one hand, 
euphoria over the declaration of the State 
and the victory of the Tzahal over the 
attacking Arab armies, and fear and 
apprehension over the future of the Yishuv 
in a state not committed to Torah. Reb 
Elya Meir addressed this turmoil, which 
had often found expression in hot debate. 

The Midrash, he recounted, tells us 
that when the Malachim - the celes­
tial angels -witnessed the salvation of 
the Jews through the Splitting of the 
Sea, and the subsequent drowning of 
the pursuing Egyptians, the Malachim 
wanted to sing Shira- songs of praise 
to Hashem. But He objected: "My 
handiwork is drowning in the Sea, and 
you intend to sing Shira?" 

This is very troubling, said Reb Elya 
Meir. Why, in spite of His objection to 
the songs of the Malachim, did 
Hashem accept the Shira of the Jews, 
in face of the destruction of the Egyp-

tians? 
Their Shira, he explained, was 

praiseworthy because humans and 
angels are extremely different in 
essence. A Malach exists for the pur­
pose of a specific mission. In fact, his 
mission is his essential being. Thus no 
single Malach ever performs two mis­
sions. The Malach that sings perforce 
cannot mourn. That would call for two 
separate Malachim. 

By contrast, a human being can 
host two conflicting emotions at the 
same time. He can sing songs of 
praise for being saved from certain 
death, yet weep for the destruction of 
G-d's creations. So, too, said the Rosh 
Hayeshiva, do we have the capacity to 
entertain conflicting emotions at the 
same time. 
At that time, we were witness to the 

emergence of the State of Israel, putting 
Eretz Yisroel under Jewish control after 
close to 1900 years, which was undeni­
ably remarkable. And the fact that Jews 
could freely immigrate to its shores to 
imbibe its sacred air and kiss its holy soil, 
or simply to find refuge after millennia 
of persecutions and expulsion, exclusion 
and even executions - tvas surely cause 
for rejoicing. But into whose hands had 
control of Eretz Yisroel been delivered? 
... Was this to be a matter of two con­
flicting visions on a collision course -
the timeless goal of Jewry achieving full 
realization of its role as a Torah Nation 
being reunited with Bretz Yisroel, versus 
the Zionistic hope of being a nation 
indistinguishable from others? Could a 
modus operandi be achieved without 
co1npron1ising our principles? 

And then the practical dilemma: Can 
we sub1nit to the governance of men 
who not only reject Torah, but who have 

--··-------------------------·----·--·--- ---
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been guilty of coercing other Jews to vio­
late Torah? What are the gains and loss­
es inherent in joining forces with them 
in governing the fledgling state? Is it per­
missible to work with Jews intent on 
undern1ining Torah? 

OLD AMBIVALENCE, NEW SETTING 

Reb Elya Meir did not discuss the 
problem. But he did quote Winston 
Churchill, who as Prime Minister of 
Great Britain in June 1941, faced the for­
midable task of convincing the House 
of Commons that England should enter 
into an alliance with the Soviet Union. 1 

"1 would make a pact with the devil;' 
said Churchill, "if it were necessary to 
defeat Hitler:' My enemy can be my co­
worker, if that be the call of the hour. 

A
mbivalence has been a constant 
companion for the Torah com­
munity in Israel. Fifty years of 

statehood have been fifty years of work­
ing \.Vithin a 1nixture of darkness and 
light - not by following instinct, 
marching to the rhythms of the mind 
or dancing to the beat of the heart, but 
by consulting Gedolei Yisroel and acting 
in co1npliance with their counsel. 

Thus was the Status Quo agreement 
drawn up between David Ben Gurion, 
on behalf of the Jewish Agency (acting 
as the pre-State government), and Agu­
dath Israel, granting the rabbinate con-
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trol over matters of 
personal status 
(conversion, mar­
riage, and divorce), 
recognizing the 
Shabbos and 
Kashrus in official 
venues, and guar­
anteeing an inde­
pendent Torah 
educational syste1n 
in the emerging 
state. The question 
of working with 
the government 
and the possibilities 
of joining a ruling 
coalition were ana­
lyzed by Rabbi 
Reuvain Grozovsky 
7"ll1 (then chair­
man of the Moetzes 
Gedolei Ha Torah of 
Agudath Israel of 
A1nerica) in his 
classic discussion 
of the matter' pub­
lished in Byas Haz' -
man - concluding 
with the obligation 
to participate in 
national elections, 
sponsoring candi­
dates for office. 
This same view was 
voiced as a directive 
by the vast majori­
ty of Israel's forah 

• 
Must we submit to 

the governance of 

men who not only 

reiect Torah, but who 

have been guilty of 

coercing other Jews to 

violate Torah? What 

are the gains and 

losses inherent in 

ioining forces with them 

in governing the 

fledgling state? Is it 

permissible to work 

with Jews intent on 

undermining Torah? 

• 
leadership of the time, including the 
Chazon !sh, Rabbi Eliezer Yehuda Finkel 
(Mir), Rabbi Elya Lopian, Rabbi Isser 
Zalman Meltzer, the Belzer Rebbe and 
the Chebiner Rav, n:n~7 Olm~!. Rabbi 
Aaron Kotler 7"ll1 strongly expressed the 
need to put aside philosophical specu­
lation regarding the esoteric implications 
of the emergence of the Medina; the call 
of the hour was to seek to accomplish 
whatever possible for the preservation 
of Torah.> (In fact, Reb Aaron subse­
quently met with the Brisker Rav 7"ll!, 
prior to the election of Fall 1959, who 

l One n1ust bear in 111ind that this was in the wake 
of twenty years of viewing Russia as the arch 
ene111y of a free econo111y and de111ocracy, and less 
than two years after lviolotov (USSR) and Von 
Ribbentrop (of Gennany) had made a pact 
bel\veen their two countries. Now that Hitler's 
arn1ies had attacked Russi<l, Brit<lin had need to 
join forces with its forn1er enemy. 

2 See JO May '81 for a translation of this essay. 
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in spite of opposition to the state in '48, 
issued a letter calling for participation 
in the forthcoming elections.•) 

THREATS AND BATTLES, TRIUMPHS 
AND LOSSES 

T
he years since can be viewed as a 
flow of threats to Torah, a string 
of challenges to its viability, a 

chronicle of fierce battles, and a mixture 
of great triumphs and terrible losses. 

Sometimes, it was simply a matter 
of securing rights for the religious 
populace. Other times it was warding off 
deliberate attempts at de-Judaizing the 
Jewish State so it should conform to a 
Socialist vision of an egalitarian work­
ers' paradise. Thus did the Torah com-

3 At the national convention of Agudath Israel 
of Ainerica in Hurleyville, NY, during the sun1-

mer of '48, Rabbi Aaron Kotler amended a two­
part resolution, removing expression of con­
gratulations upon the formation of that State, 
while emphasizing the call for strengthening the 
Torah presence there. 

4 See JO May '81, p.19. 

munity, through the voice of its rab­
binical leadership, and through their 
political expression, win deferment for 
yeshiva students from army conscrip­
tion; exemption for religious women 
from military service, as \veil as from 
Sheirut Le'umi (forced government ser­
vice in civilian settings); recognition and, 
ultimately, support for the Chinuch Atz­
mai - Independent Torah School System; 
maintaining the principle of Shabbos 
street closings, in spite of deliberate 
drive-throughs to provoke the Charei­
dim. And it involved battling against 
coerced alienation from Torah of new 
olim, which bas made Yaldei Teheran, 
Yaldei Teiman and the forced secular­
ization of North African olim shameful 
benchmarks in Jewish-sponsored 
shmad; unauthorized autopsies; viola­
tion of ancient gravesites; legalized 
abortions; spurious conversions; the 
proliferation of anti-Torah sentiments 
and values in the arts and the media; a 
state-wide secular educational systen1 
devoid of Jewish knowledge and values 
- among other crises. 

~e~~r~:·~;~~~~~~· 
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THE MIXED BLESSING OF 
UNPRECEDENTED GROWTH 

A
s the Chazon Ish is known to have 
said, the emergence of the Med­
ina is an enign1a - a puzzle 

which defies authoritative definition. But 
quite aside from the threats and the loss­
es it has precipitated, we 1nust conten1-
plate, too, the phenomenal growth of the 
Torah Yishuv over this past half-centu­
ry: yeshivas and kollelim, Bais Yaakov 
schools and se1ninaries, in the length 
and breadth of the land with tens of 
thousands of 1nen and v.romen growing 
in Torah ... the burgeoning Chassidic 
communities with 1nyriad adherents in 
major population centers and in many 
cities that had been devoid of Torah 
life ... the emergence of the Sephardi 
Torah co1nmunity as a n1ajor force ... the 
widespread availability of foods and ser­
vices of the highest standards of 
kashrus .. .in the keeping of Shmitta in 
scores of settlements ... the thirst for spir­
ituality and Torah knowledge among the 
unlettered and Jewishly unexposed, 
met by the continued growth of the 
Teshuva Moven1ent, as promoted by 
outreach seminars, P' eylim, followed by 
Lev L:Achim, Yad l:Achim, and Arachim 
activists, all leading to the incredible 
growth of yeshivas for baalei teshuva. 

All of this blossoming, to be sure, has 
a flip side. True, David Ben Gurion had 

• 
Was this to be a matter of two conflicting v1s1ons 

on a collision course - the timeless goal of 

Jewry achieving full realization of its role as a Torah 

Nation being reunited with Eretz Yisroel, versus the 

Zionistic hope of being a nation indistinguishable 

from others? Could a modus operandi be achieved 

without compromising on principle 

once declared that if the majority of 
Israel's population becomes religious, he 
too will put on a kipa. But the gradual 
Chareidization of Israel has resulted in 
an ugly backlash - most recently, the 
hostility of the secular co1nmunity, or at 
least the aggressive growling of its 
spokespeople, like Roni Milo, mayor of 
Tel Aviv, who is forming a "centrist" party 
aimed at counteracting the assertive 
growth of the Chareidim; and former 
government n1inister Shulan1it Aloni, 
whose record snarls for itself. Unfortu­
nately, they do not speak only for them­
selves, and - along with like-minded 
exponents of secularized Jewry- have 
succeeded in creating paranoia among 
many non-religious. As a result, objec-

• 
tions to the inclusion of an outrageously 
immodest dance to the singing of" Echad 
Elokeinu ShebaShamayim" (no less!) by 
the Batsheva Dance group, as part of a 
nationally sponsored SOth Jubilee Per­
formance, was cited as a violation of free­
dom of expression. (Apparently basic 
decency can be abandoned as long as 
only Chareidi sensitivities are being 
affronted.) 

The designation of a gender-confused 
entertainer to represent the Jewish State 
in the annual Eurovision n1usical con1-
petition only demonstrates how far the 
entertainn1ent media complex is willing 
to go in trashing traditional values and 
mocking Torah sensibilities. 

When cracking down on pirate radio 
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stations, how odd that entertainment 
broadcasters are not being challenged, 
only religious ones, who have been ignit­
ing sparks of teshuva over the airways! 

And then, consider the secularists' 
objection to the tiny religious presence 
in a Pardes Chana suburb that resulted 
in the destruction by arson of a 
preschool building- unfortunately, not 
the only act of violence committed 
against Chareidim. 

On a yet more grave note, contem­
plate the frontal attack against the Sta­
tus Quo by the Ne'eman Commission, 
which had advocated a Joint Conversion 
Institute that includes classes for con­
version to be taught under Reform and 
Conservative auspices. The Reforn1 
leadership is prepared to bring a lawsuit 
to force the Chief Rabbinate, or an 
equally legitimating body, to recognize 
the products of this Institute as Jews. 
This raises the specter of a country to 
be marked by a liberal, religious plu­
ralism, as opposed to one reflecting 
undiluted fidelity to Torah .... 

Perhaps most grave of all - the 
Israeli Supreme Court is unapologeti­
cally promoting an activist policy, 
aggressively pursuing an agenda of 
ushering the country into an era of 
Western-type enlightenment, free of sec­
tarian (or religious) identity. As Chief 
Justice Aharon Barak put it in his 
book, Judicial Discretion (p. 130), the 
Court's role is to protect society fro1n 
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itself by resisting the mood of the hour, 
and "effectuat[ing] the fundamental val­
ues ... that are accepted by the enlightened 
public in whose midst [they sit J :' In 
other words, heavily traveled roads 
that traverse religious neighborhoods 
should be open on Shabbos, alternative 
approaches to marriage and divorce 
should be recognized, et cetera. 

Where will this activist Court -
which arrogates to itself the right to 
overrule the duly elected Knesset on its 
o\vn view of better life, without sanction 
in law - be leading Israel in the years 
ahead? 

A NEW TYPE OF CHALLENGE 

W
e Jews have managed to sur­
vive, and even flourish, under 
the most adverse conditions 

imaginable. One need not be a histori­
an to come up with a list of the worst 
sorts of prejudice and persecution our 
people have endured. This past half-cen­
tury, however, has witnessed two new 
types of challenges - benign acceptance 
by a host culture that extends a cordial 
invitation to Jews to assin1ilate, as per 
the Western de1nocracies; and the 
bizarre situation of being submitted to 
rejection and dismissal by fellow Jews 
who exercise dominion over us - or at 
least, over our environment - in our 
own Land. 
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persevere in Bretz Yisroe~ and il"~, flour­
ish there, even while the land is governed 
by other Jews who have not yet come to 
appreciate Torah .. .if they are willing, 
Torah will flourish because of them; or 
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"AM ECHAD" UPDATE 

C
ambridge, Massachusetts ... 
Harvard University ... , the 
famous Harvard Yard .... A 

magnificent summer morning ... On 
my head, the renown Crimson and 
black cap. Under my arm, a gold plat­
ed Program with details of the Com­
mencement ceremony ... It was my 
graduation ceremony at the Harvard 
Law School ... 
It was June 
6, 1990. 

Fast for­

stereotypes in my penultimate semes­
ter at Harvard. Now, almost a decade 
later, a large part of our strategy at the 
conference was to dispel the stereo­
types portrayed in the popular media 
of what we Orthodox Jews look like 
and represent. This time, my presen­
tation was anything but acade1nic ... 
For the subject at hand is destined to 
effect every single person in that Hall 
... the topic after all, pertained to the 
continuity or, chas veshalon1, the lack 

of continuity of the Jewish people 
both in America and Bretz 

Yisroel. 

~p=:-'From 

Chanan (Antony) Gordon 

America representing the Reform and 
Conservative denomination were pre­
sent, as well as a representative from 
the New Israel Fund. 

As the discussion began to unfold, 
an aitzah that I had received from a 
prominent Rav in Baltimore before 
boarding the plane echoed in my 
mind ... "Devarim hayotzim min haleiv 
nichnasim el haleiv ... "2 

Rabbi Pesach Lerner, Executive 
Vice President of Young Israel, was at 
pains to point out that there has never 
been a lack of diversity in the Jewish 
people. But, notwithstanding our dif­
ferent approaches to serving Hashem, 
the only"alternative customs or rit-

ward ... Cam­
bridge, Massa­
chusetts ... Harvard 
University ... the 
famous Harvard 
Yard ... A cool . . 
spnng morning ... 
On my head, a 
black hat purchased 
in Brooklyn. Under 

ARVARD 
uals" that have survived the test of 

time, are those 
based unequivo-

cally on 
the foun­
dations of 
Torah. My my arm, a gold paginated Gemora, 

Mesechta Bava Metzia, which I made 
sure to review on the red eye flight .... 
It was the annual conference of the Har-
vard Jewish Law Students Association. 
It was April 5, 1998 ... 

As I walked through the hallowed 
corridors of Harvard Law School for 
the first time in eight years, a flood of 
nostalgic memories filled my mind. 
This time was different though. I felt 
like a man on a mission. The n1andate 
- to articulate in no uncertain terms 
that our people are disappearing in 
unprecedented numbers ... We love you 
... You're our brethren, and it's tin1e to 
come home ... ! 

As we' entered the famous Pound 
Hall, the ironic Hashgacha became bla­
tantly clear to me. It was in fact in that 
very venue that I delivered an acade­
mic dissertation on the danger of 

C..hanan (Antony) Gordon is a Sir Abe Bailey Fel­
low ( l 988), Fulbright Scholar ( 1989), and grad­
uate of the Harvard La\v School. tvtr. Gordon is 
the co-author of the de111ographic study entitled 
"\Vi/{ }(lur Grandchild Be Jewish," \Vhich was 
pron1inently featured in rneetings with Prime 
Minister Netanyanhu in the recent An1 Echad 
lvfission to Israel. Mr. Gordon is the coordina­
tor of" Partners in Torah" in L.A. He is current­
ly an Investment Executive at a inajor \Vall Street 
firm. 
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HAR 
(and Back to 
Harvard!) ... 
To think that the liberal egalitarian 

humanism that permeates most of the 
thinking of the student body at the 
Harvard Law School would welcome 
the Orthodox delegation with open 
arms would be naive to say the least. 
Of more significance, however, was the 
presence, on both of the two panels 
which constituted the Conference, of 
prominent personalities whose indif­
ference in some cases, and outright 
hostility towards the Orthodox is well 
known. To mention some of the non­
Orthodox delegates by name, I submit 
would at best alter the tenor of this 
article, and at worst open a vexed Pan­
dora's box. Suffice to say, some of the 
most prominent personalities in 

friend and 
co-author 
Dick 
Horowitz and 
myself elabo-
rated on the 

findings of our five year research pro­
ject entitled" Will Your Grandchild Be 
Jewish?" Since the audience \.Vere pri­
marily Jaw students, my presentation 
took the form of building a case - the 
evidence, the implications of the evi­
dence, and finally the conclusion. 
With a giant-sized version of our 
demographic chart displayed on the 
board behind us, I felt comfortable 
that the prognosis for non-Torah 
observant American Jews was self 
evident. 
1 Besides the author and Richard M. Jforowitz, 
the panelists included: David Gubern1an, Amer­
ican Te\vish Congress; Rabbi Clifford Librach, 
Temple Sinai, Sharon, Ivlassachusetts; Rabbi 
Pesach Lerner, Executive Director, National 
Council of Young Israel; Rabbi Yitzchok Adler­
stein, YULA; Dr. David Arnow-, New Israel 
Fund; Rabbi Eric Yoffie, President, Union of 
An1erican Hebrew Congregations; Dr. Isaac 
Perle, Vice President, New England Region, Agu­
dath Israel; Rabbi Niel Gillman, Jewish Theo­
logical Seminary; Professor Laurence M. Katz, 
University of Baltimore Law Schoo!. 

2 See Horav Moshe Ibn Ezra, Shitnat Yisroel. 
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• 
As I walked through the hallowed corridors of 

Harvard law School for the first time in eight years, 

a flood of nostalgic memories filled my mind. This time 

was different though. I felt like a man on a mission. 
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• The second panel discussion 
became even more heated. Professor 
Larry Katz, Dr. Izzy Perl and Rabbi 
Yitzchok Adlerstein presented very 
compelling arguments to help the 
audience understand the futility of 
adopting a pluralist model which had 
failed by all standards in America, into 
Eretz Yisroel, a country representing a 
vastly different culture and demo­
graphic reality. 

0 
n returning to Los Angeles, I was 
asked by numerous baal habat­
tin1 from "within our camp" 

whether it was worth all the hassle and 
shlep; after all, "they will never change!" 
The attitude of the "interrogators" as 
well as my having to think about an 
appropriate response really precipitat· 
ed this article. Allow me to share three 
incidents that happened on our trip 
back to Harvard, and hopefully my 
answer will become apparent: 

Firstly, I was personally approached 

by a woman student in her final year at 
Harvard wearing slacks, who sounded 
genuinely touched by the discussions 
that had ensued. She mentioned to me 
that she would be in L.A. some time in 
the snmmer and would very much like 
to experience a traditional Shabbos. For 
me, if nothing else had occurred, the trip 
was a success. 

A second incident of note was a ra1n­
bling soliloquy from an older gentleman 
in the audience when questions were 
open to the "floor." Although the mes­
sage that the gentleman attempted to 
articulate was perhaps diluted in the 
clearly emotional appeal that he 
attempted, one thing was clear, the 1nan 
had survived the Nazi concentration 
camps. He was witness to the most hor­
rific physical genocide of this century, 
and was loath to witness another geno­
cide in his lifetime, albeit on a more sub­
tle, spiritual level. The words were dis­
jointed, but the message apparently 
came across clearly - we can't afford 
divisiveness in our ranks. The mud sling­
ing must cease! 

The third incident "took the cake'" 
Picture the scene - a pron1inent Con­
servative academician and theologian 
opens his address by denouncing the 
existence of the giving of the Torah to 
Kial Yisroel. A series of scary questions 
followed ... "How could G-d speak?" ... 
"Why would the Creator of the world 
care \Vhat we do with our lives?" ... Some 
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saw the transparency in the alleged argu­
ment. The absurdity was compounded 
tenfold when the"Doctor of Theology" 
began citing the Rambam to support his 
argument! 

T
he lessons that I believe we were 
meant to learn on our short trip 
were painfully obvious ... First­

ly for those who have had the great 
privilege of either being born into 
observant homes, or for those of us 
who have had the zechus to heed an 
internal wake up call a little later in life, 
the hakaras hatov that we need to feel 
every single day cannot be underesti­
n1ated. For 1ne, at least, returning to 
Harvard helped me appreciate how 
many of the top academics and intel­
lects amongst our estranged brethren 
have never been told that the answers 
to the ultimate existential questions 
posed in the classrooms can be found 
in their own back yard. Secondly, the 
degree to which so 1nany "innocent" 
Jews are being led astray and confused 
by charismatic and very polished 
Reform and Conservative leaders 
should cause us in the Torah observant 
world to take note. Truth be said, there 
are a multitude of members of Reform 
and Conservative congregations that 
have been "trained" to echo the party 
line transmitted to them by their rab­
bis and leaders who are sensitized to the 

"hot buttons" of most American Jews 
today. They need to be told the emes in 
a loving and non-judgmental way. 

Which brings me to my last and 
most important point ... Most Jews 
have a distorted preconceived notion 
about who Orthodox Jews really are 
and what a true Torah lifestyle is. One 
of the representatives of the Reform 
delegation made a point of repeating 
the word "medieval" numerous times 
in his extremely pejorative represen­
tation of an Orthodox lifestyle. "How 
many 'educated' Orthodox Jews do 
you know? ... Why do they have to be 
so unfriendly?" he continued. More 
than anything, the conference and the 
entire experience underscored the 
importance of dispelling the erro­
neous stigma attached to Orthodoxy 
either expressly, or by simply provid­
ing an impeccable example. Since 
\Vhen is it an aveira to greet strangers 
on Shabbos or to extend an invitation 
to colleagues at the office to share a 
Yam Tov or Shabbos experience if it is 
halachically possible? We can only 
build true unity if we first break down 
the walls of ignorance and stereotypes 
that fills the minds of most unaffili­
ated Jews. 

In closing, to repeat one of the final com­
ments at the conference, in order to love 
your neighbor like yourself, you first have 
to know who your neighbor is ... ! • 
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"AM EcHAD" UPDATE 

fear and Loathin~ in Jerni~h America: 
Choice Selections From Am Echad's Mailbag 

M
illions of American Jews saw 
the striking series of adver­
tisements that were placed in 

a nnmber of Jewish and general news­
papers this past winter by the broad­
based Orthodox edncational venture 
known as Am Echad. 

Am Echad, of course, evolved from 
Rabbi Moshe Sherer's, ., .. t call at Agudath 
Israel of America's national convention 
last November for a multifaceted cam­
paign to counter the hail of anti-Ortho­
dox propaganda that followed in the 
wake of Reform and Conservative efforts 
to export American-style "Jewish reli­
gious pluralism" to Israel. The series of 
ads were designed 1) to reassure all Jews 
that, regardless of their congregational 
affiliations, they are cherished as Jews by 
their Orthodox brothers and sisters, 2) 
to explain the need for maintaining 
national religious standards regarding 
issues of personal status in Israel, and 3) 
to make the case that Jewish continuity 
lies in Jews' con11nitn1ent to the study 
and practice of Torah. 

The response was gratifying. Hun­
dreds of Jews were impelled to call or 
write Am Echad, the overwhelming 
n1ajority of them to request more infor­
mation about the "pluralis1n" contro­
versy in Israel or about local Jewish edu­
cational opportunities. And for each Jew 
who took the time to call or write, thou­
sands of others likely contemplated 
important thoughts. 

PIQUING SOME WINNERS 

T
he campaign also, though, as 
expected, elicited some pique. 
Attacks on the veracity of facts 

and figures they presented, not to men­
tion on their central points, were 
launched, for examples, by a Reform 

Rabbi Shafran, director of Public Affairs of Ag11dnth L<irael 
of America, is a frequent c:ontributor to these pages, most 
recc;ontly with "Seizing the Silver Lining" (Jan. '98) 

• 
If we "win" the "contest" 
for Jewish continuity 

because the vast majority 
of American Jewry drifted 
away entirely from our 
mutual religious heritage, 
we will have lost. 

• 
columnist and a sociologist in Jewish 
weeklies. Both attempts to discredit the 
ads were systematically and effectively 
rebutted in subsequently published let­
ters to the papers' editors. 

Most of the angry reactions, though, 
were from "Jews in the street;' who wrote 
directly to the Am Echad office. Read­
ing those missives was described by an 
Am Echad official as an "alternatingly 
enthralling and depressing - but 
alinost always eye-opening experience." 

A look at some of the letters confirms 
that assertion. 

The ad that generated the most mail 
was the third in the series, which fea­
tured a version of the widely-published 
diagram charting the projected future 
growth of a set number of Jews from 
various groupings. The unaffiliated, 
Reform and Conservative Jewish com­
munities, present intermarriage and 
birth rates indicate, will suffer declines; 
the Orthodox, qnite the opposite. 

PROUDLY UNAFFILIATED 

0 
ne writer, a lawyer fro1n Han1-
den, Connecticut, identified her­
self as an "unaffiliated" Jew and 

defiantly announced: 'Tm still here!" in 
contradiction, she felt, to the diagram. 
"You will not 'wipe us out'," she went on. 

Rabbi Avi Shafran 
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"You will not kill us again, in an Ortho­
dox Jewish Holocaust [emphasis hers]." 

After assuring the correspondent 
that no one was questioning her n1em­
bership in the Jewish people and cer­
tainly not, "G-d forbid, any harm," the 
Am Echad representative who respond­
ed explained that the ad's chart "simply 
reflects a sad reality of American Jew­
ish life ... Attrition of)ewish identity­
through cultural assimilation and inter­
n1arriage - increases with a decrease in 
Jewish education and religious practice:' 

"There may be ... unaffiliated Jews 
with a strong sense of Jewish identity, 
but as a group they are less likely to see 
their grandchildren do the same:' 

BEYOND REASON 

1other respondent, from Coro-
nado, California, addressed his 
etter"Dear Nazis" and proceed­

ed to characterize Am Echad's bemoan­
ing of intermarriage as a "sick pitch for 
'purity' and racial/ethnic superiority." 

Most of us who interact with the 
non-Orthodox and non-Jewish worlds 
are accustomed to occasionally 1neeting 
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radically different, even bizarre, ideas 
about Jews and Judaism. But there is 
usually some acceptance of the concept 
of the Jewish people as a people, and a 
benign if not positive attitude toward an 
animal - described in widely varying 
ways - called "Jewish Continuity''. 

(A Reform friend of mine with a 
strictly "social justice" definition of 
Judaism, when asked with whom he feels 
more kinship - a like-minded Episco­
palian or a Chassidic Williamsburg Jew 
- readily admits he regards the latter 
as closer. Why? "I really don't know," he 
confesses, in a secular sort of teiku, "but 
that's still how I feel.") 

Here, though, was a gentleman 
downright outraged at the assertion of 
a Jewish ideal that Jews should marry 
other Jews. Needless to say, the man's 
very anger (not to mention his invest­
ment of 32 cents) to share his views pre­
sent a glimmer of hope. It's usually the 
person unconvinced of his position who 
resorts to name-calling. But still, the 
prospect of an attitude like that writer's 
becoming more mainstream remains a 
frightening one. 

The Am Echad representative replied 
that Orthodox Jews bear no ill will 
toward non-Jews as a group but that all 
Jews concerned with Jewish continuity 
must realize that "our people persevered 
for 3000 years because its 1nembers mar­
ried within the fold and adhered to the 
laws of the Torah." Here, though, he 
seemed unable to ignore his corre­
spondent's tone and language. "Por­
traying the deep-seated concerns of Jews 
who ... pray for the continued persever­
ance of the Jewish people;' he went on, 
"as someholv akin to a movement that 
sought to annihilate their parents and 
grandparents by shooting, stabbing, 
gassing and burning them is simply 
beyond all reason and humanity." 

CONTINUITY CONTEST? 

T
he most disturbing letter, though, 
caine from a 1nan in Orinda, Cal­
ifornia with an apparent back­

ground in inathematics. It was actual­
ly a computer-generated chart which 
extrapolated the statistical data pre-
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sented in the Am Echad ad. Handwrit­
ten at the bottom of the chart were the 
words: "Based on your projections and 
data on the present Jewish population, 
I don't know what you're worried 
about! 78.6% [of American Jews] will 
be Orthodox in 4 generations if you just 
sit tight and keep your data (which I'm 
not sure I accept) confidential!!!" 

What was so upsetting about the mis­
sive was its writer's assumption that Am 
Echad - and by extension all Ortho­
dox Jews - are interested, above all, in 
\Vinning what he seen1ed to perceive as 
a continuity contest. 

Indeed, in his response, the Am 
Echad representative, after assuring the 
writer of the high caliber of the research 
on which the ad was based, addressed 
"what we're worried about." 

"We Orthodox do not fear," he 
wrote, "for the Orthodox future. It is for 
the Jewish fate of Jews who are 
estranged from our mutual heritage -
and their children - that we are fright­
ened. We cannot 'sit tight' as our Jew-

} 'B-
ll RS, INC. 

presents 

ish brothers and sisters become less and 
less likely to have Jewish grandchildren 
- any more than if it were a physical 
danger that threatened them." 

"FORTUNATE IS HE 
WHO ALWAYS FEARS" 

I
ndeed, we would all do well to reflect 
on that thought. Restlessness and, 
yes, fear, in the end are - or should 

be- central to the life of every believ­
ing, Torah-observant Jew this crucial 
juncture in our history. 

And so, even as we do what we must 
to intensify Torah-study and obser­
vance... to project proper images as 
frumme Yidden ... to counter misrepre­
sentations of the Jewish faith ... to defend 
respect for halacha in Eretz Yisroel- we 
must never lose sight of one vital fact: 

If we "win" the "contest" for Jewish 
continuity because the vast majority of 
American Jewry drifted away entirely 
from our mutual religious heritage, we 
will have lost. • 
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A DETAILED 
GUIDE TO THE 
LAWS OF 
HARCHOKOS 
NIDDAH 

A TIME TO REFRAIN 
by Rabbi Shmuel 
Bruckenstein deals with 
the laws of Harchokos 
Niddah. Every common 
situation - and some 
uncommon ones as well 
- have been incorporated 

combines the timeless 
wisdom contained in 
l\lishlei with the penetrat­
ing and timely insights of 
the Chofetz Chaim. 

THE CONTEMPORARY 
ERUV - ERUVIN IN 
MODERN METRO· 
POLITAN AREAS -
by Rabbi Yosef Gavriel 
Bechhofer is the perfect accom­
paniment to the study of 
'l'ractate Eruvin ... whether 
you're a Daf Yomi participant, or otherwise engaged in the 
study of this complex yet practical subject. 

THE CONTEMPORARY ERUV discusses Eruvin in a clear 
yet comprehensive manner. Among the topics covered: 
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yos in Masseches Shabbos and Eruvin. 
For Maggidei Shiur and Lomdim, THE CONTEMPORARY ERUV 
is the perfect way to research and study C\..'> well as understand and 
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in this book and the appropriate halachah 
provided. Plus - a comp,:ehensive. user­
friendly index enables you to find the 
applicable halachah for almost every situ­
ation. 

This halachic guide for men examines the laws of when 
looking at a woman is permitted and when not. 

Readers \\1ill become competent in prac­
ticing these halachos, and confident in 
knowing this subject can be under-
stood and observed in its entirety. 

Preparing for Shabbos is a busy, excit· 
ing time of the week. And now - it's 
an exciting, fun·filled, educational new 
game from FELDHEIM. 

The book discusses a variety of common situations. and 
once again, Rabbi Wagschal addresses a practical, contem· 
porary concern with halachic clarity and depth. 

but the first player to enter Shabbos­
WJNS. 
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Feminism-
A Force That Will Split Orthodoxy? 

I. AN ODD SHIDDUCH, REVISITED 

A
midst much publicity, the First 
Conference on Feminism and 
Orthodoxy was held last year, 

inspiring a flury of coverage, comment, 
and concern. 

Beyond doubt, women have been 
achieving ever fuller participation in 
ahnost every aspect of conten1porary 
life-from academia to the arts, from 
the professional scene to the business 
world, in politics and government. In 
addition, substantial changes are taking 
place in many Western religions, giving 
women more active and visible roles in 
a variety of aspects of worship. As a 
result, some Jewish women are looking 
for a similar expansion of roles in 
Judaism. After all, they have the capa­
bilities to make their mark in a superi­
or manner when the playing field is level. 
Isn't there some meaningful way in what 
they can achieve a more fulfilling expe­
rience, or play a major role in Judaism, 
too-at least as an equal among peers? 
They certainly don't lack the intellectual 
raw material, the dedication to the task, 
or the inspiration to soar. The confer­
ence was covered, and this magazine 
commented on the phenomenon of 
"Orthodox Feminism" at that time. 1 

The eight-page article posed the 
question: "Did the Conference reflect 
sensitivity to Torah values, or was it 
something else under an Orthodox 
flag?" And then it cited statements and 
sentiments from the leadership of the 
conference as well as from its partici-

1 Orthodoxy and Feminism: How Promising a 
Shidduch?" by Rabbi Nisson Wolpin with Levi 
Reisman, Jewish Observer, April, 1997. 

Levi (Lawrence M.) Reisman is an accountant 
and lawyer \vho practices in New York City. 

• 
Nearly all the speakers 

spoke of their desire to 

be faithful to halacha, if only 

halacha would bend to 

accommodate their needs. 

But th is is not the mesoratic 

approach to halacha, which 

is meant to serve as the 

guide to Divine imperatives; 

if we are uncomfortable with 

those imperatives, it is we 

who must adapt, not the 

other way around. 

• 
pants. The results were a mixed bag, as 
could be expected. It became apparent 
that the participants had included 
women genuinely searching for 
enhanced spirituality ... as well as many 
directing their efforts toward feminine 
empowerment. And among the leaders 
and presenters were quite a number 
ready to help either type or both. 

Since that time, further developments 
have occurred, but most of them are 
simply extensions of what was noted 
over a year ago. Only the strength of 
conviction and the edge of audacity of 
the activists seem heightened. For exam­
ple, two congregations have hired 
women as "congregational interns:' A 
"beth din" launched by Moshe Mor­
genstern and Rabbi Emanuel Rackman 
has "annulled" numerous marriages, 
advising women they can remarry with-

Levi Reisman 

out having first received a get. To date, 
the Agudas HaRabbonim, the Council 
of Agudath Israel Rabbis, and the 
Council of Young Israel Rabbis have all 
condemned the so-called beth din. In 
addition, Rabbi Ovadia Yosefhas issued 
a public letter demanding that it stop 
using his name in connection with its 
activities. 

And now, the Second Conference on 
Feminism and Orthodox was held this 
past winter. The Conference offered an 
opportunity to explore again the phe­
nomenon of Orthodox Feminism, to see 
where its adherents are coming from and 
what expectations they bring with 
them. By attending the conference and 
listening, either in person or on official 
tapes, to 15 of the 35 sessions, it was pos­
sible to gain some additional insight into 
what the movement is about, and the 
results are disturbing, to say the least. 

The Leaders, and Their Orientation 

F
irst of all, from where do the lead­
ers of this movement come? By 
and large, they are on the left-wing 

fringe of Orthodoxy. Among the speak­
ers and sponsors, Edah, an assertively 
Modern Orthodox organization head­
ed by Rabbi Saul Berman, was promi­
nent. Also, a number of speakers are 

-----------------------·---------------
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affiliated with Union for Traditional 
Judaism.2 Several speakers were either 
on faculty of the Jewish Theological 
Seminary (Conservative) or had stud· 
ied there. Absent from sponsorship 
were the mainline "centrist" organiza­
tions, although two past presidents of 

2 This is an organization that broke away from 
the Conservative 1nove1nent because that n1ove­
n1ent was proceeding in too radical a direction, 
but it has no 1nisgivings V.'ith "classical" Con­
servatisn1, circa 1960. For the proble1ns with the 
UT], read "And Never the 1\vain Should Meet" 
in the October, 1992, edition of the JO. 

the Rabbinical Council of America, not 
to mention the rabbis of several promi· 
nent OU synagogues, spoke. 

Would the thrust of the conference 
reflect the extreme views the inedia 
reported last year? Did the participants 
share the views of the speakers? 

II. THE SAME. .. ONLY MORESO 

N
ot only did many speakers reit · 
erate extreme views expressed last 
year, but they voiced a willingness 

to go further away from Torah ideology-
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in the name of "Orthodoxy." But most 
importantly, what had been "desirable" 
last year was now '(in progress." 

Blu Greenberg opened the confer­
ence with an outline of her vision of the 
halacha serving the ends of social jus­
tice. She then remarked, "When it [the 
ha la cha J limits a woman when it could 
just as easily find a precedent or a prin· 
ciple or scriptural peg to include ... and 
spiritually uplift her, then those who 
hold the interpretative keys in their 
hands have allowed the halacha to fail 
its ovvn n1ission." What "mission"? 
Halacha is the means by which we 
observe the Torah and its 1nitzvos; those 
who hold the interpretative keys, if they 
truly do so, are charged with preserving 
the mesorah, the chain of tradition that 
started, with Moshe Rabbeinu at Sinai. 
Halacha is the guide to Divine imper­
atives; if vve are unco1nfortable with 
those imperatives, it is \Ve \Vho inust 
adapt. Not the other way around. 

This, however, \Vas not the tone of the 
conference. Nearly all the speakers pro· 
claimed their allegiance to the halaclia. 
But at the san1e time, that allegiance was 
coupled with the expectation that 
halacha would bend to accommodate 
their needs, even to the point of negat­
ing rnitzvos in the 'forah. In his luncheon 
address, Daniel Sperber of Bar Ilan Uni­
versity stated flatly, "There are Biblical 
con1mandments which have been struck 
out of our halachic code:' Examples? 
The annulment of debts by Shmitta, 
which Hillel abolished with the insti· 
tution of the pruzbul. The prohibition 
of interest, which Maharan1 miRotten­
berg abolished with the hetter iska. The 
issur of owning chometz on Pesach, 
which was abolished with the hettcr of 
selling chometz. Sperber continued: 
"When necessity rears it head, then the 
halacha acquiesces. We have to be aware 
of the necessity, and we have to find the 
ineans necessary; we know how deal 
with these issues .... Halacha is flexible. 
Halacha meets the challenges of time 
and it meets so in a diversified fashion. 
And it doesn't give single ans\vers, it 
gives multiple answers to deal with dif­
ferent types of societies .... The ha lac ha 
has always sought to find a means of 

----·-·-··-··---··-·· 
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accommodating itself to hechadash." 
Sperber simply ignores the pre-existing 
halachic component in each of these 
examples, in favor of so1ne imaginary 
creative process that the rabbis somehow 
shook out of their sleeve ... pure Con­
servative doctrine. 

And what of those who do not sub­
scribe to this "unique" view of the 
halacha? Sperber blames their position on 
the Chasmn Sofer, who was fighting the 
Reform movement in Hungary. But, 
Sperber adds, the Chasam Sofer's approach 
is "contrary to the whole history of 
halachic development:' Sperber conclud­
ed by voicing the hope that the conference 
would provide a "positive foundation for 
the sort of changes that should be brought 
about to correct some of the distortions 
that have taken place in halacha and to give 
each and everyone the correct station and 
status he deserves." 

Bringing about change in halacha, or 
at least in minhag, was a n1ajor part of 
the conference's agenda. In addition to 
the plenary sessions, there were 23 
breakout sessions. While some titles 
indicated a noncontroversial subject.1 

("Chevra Kadisha - Holy Work;'"Infer­
tility and Adoption," "The Rebbetzin's 
Role"), others clearly had change in 
mind. Included were such subjects as 
"Shulchan Aruch - New Settings at the 
Table" (women making their own Kid­
dush, leading a zimun, etc.), "Rabbinic 
Ordination," "Reclaiming a Mother's 
Name in Ceremony and Text," ( kesuba, 
bris or naming, tombstone, etc.) "Cre­
ative Additions to the Halakhic Marriage 
Ceremony;' "Beginning the Process: 
Defining a Liturgy for Women's Tefil/a," 
and "New Religious Roles for Women:' 
What we heard gave cause for concern. 

"New Settings at the Table"-When 
Feminism is the Host[essj 

T
he first plenary session, on "Gen­
der and Traditional Texts," 
opened with moderator Isaac 

3 \Ve say "indicated" because an innocuous title 
can mask controversial content. Thus, a speech 
entitled "The Power ofTzedaka" dealt with how 
charitable dollars can be used to influence 
potential donees to adopt the feminist agenda. 
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Corre's statement of hovv disgraceful it 
is for men to say the traditional bless­
ing "Shela Assani Is ha." Rabbi Haskel 
Lookstein (Rav of Manhattan's Kehilath 
Jeshurun, dean of Ramaz) then spoke, 
explaining apologetically that while he 
sympathizes with women who feel 
uncomfortable 'vith this beracha, we are 
powerless to do anything about it, 
since it was established by the rabbis and 
we may not change that which they 
established. 

But women who have trouble with 
the prayers instituted by our chachamim 

are not alone; Rabbi Lookstein himself 
has similar problems. He prays to 
Hashem to restore the sacrificial service 
of the Beis Hamikdash, yet he isn't pin­
ing to bring a korban. So he interprets 
the prayer metaphorically: Hashem 
should restore normal status to the Jew­
ish people. Furthermore, Lookstein 
argues that the prohibition against 
changing the form of prayers is "con­
fined to prayers contained in the Tal­
mud. Post-Talmudic prayer bas the 
power of tradition behind it but allows 
more flexibility .... Selichos, Kinas, Mishe-
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berachs, these could be adjusted .. :' As 
Rabbi Avi Shafran put it: "The rabbi's 
expression of e1nbarrassn1ent over a 
prayer that is part of the Jewish sacred 
heritage out of fear of hurting women's 
feelings is not only an abdication of rab­
binical responsibility; it implies that 
women are incapable of so1nething 
111ore than simple-minded under­
standings ... treating then1 in a patroniz-

ing, even condescending n1anner" 
(Coalition, May '98). 

Lookstein's apologia was followed by 
an attack on the Rambam by Susan 
Shapiro. Quoting first from the Guide 
for the Perplexed and then from the 
Mis/ma Torah, Shapiro tried to portray 
the Ranibanz as anti-won1en, even to the 
point of allowing husbands to beat their 
wives. (A subsequent questioner noted 
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that Shapiro had mistranslated the 
halacha in question, and that the Ra111-
bam had meant that in a beis din setting, 
1nen and wo1nen have equal status 
regarding corporal punishment.) 

Women's Prayer Groups and 
Fealty to Halacha 

W
omen's prayer groups have 
become the favored place of 
prayer for the feminists, and 

two sessions devoted to them indicate 
that not only are they playing with the 
text of the prayers, but with the halacha 
itself. For years, the partisans of these 
groups have been telling the world three 
profound untruths about them: 

• They are not intended to replace 
the minyan as the preferred place for 
group prayer, but to provide an addi­
tional prayer experience. 

• The prayers they say are fully with­
in the tradition. 

• They follow the halacha. 
First of all, two speakers at a session 

on high school education illustrated 
clearly just hovv the won1en)s prayer 
group has replaced the minyan. Shira 
Breuer, principal of the Pelech Religious 
High School for Girls in Israel, related 
how at a school Shabbaton, her student 
body, "250 intelligent girls," had to wait 
for a tenth man for the minyan, who 
turned out to be a 13-year-old boy, 
grabbed from a basketball game, who 
did not know how to daven. To Breuer, 
there was something terribly wrong with 
this. But rather than insure a proper 
minyan from the start, her solution was 
to do away with the minyan and insti­
tute a women's tefilla group for school 
prayers, complete with krias haTorah. 
Breuer was not alone. Esther Krauss, 
principal of Ma' ayanot Yeshiva High 
School for Girls in Bergen County, New 
Jersey, expressed her frustration with 
students who do not relate to women's 
tefilla groups. 

Secondly, the groups are tinkering 
with the Siddur. This should not be a 
surprise; session leader Rivka Haut 
wrote the following observation sever­
al years ago: "Women in prayer groups 
are trying to add feminine experience to 
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their prayers wherever pern1issible 
under halakha .... Some women add the 
names of the Matriarchs, as well as the 
Patriarchs, to the Amidah."< Still, hear· 
ing it live was a shock. In a se1ninar enti­
tled "Defining a Liturgy for Women's 
Prayer Groups;' Rivka Haut claimed the 
right to add to the Siddur in the spirit 
of the authors of techinot and piyutim, 
which, she said, "kept the davening 
fresh." She continued, "We're not deal· 
ing with dangerous halachic problems. 
The techinot in the past that were writ· 
ten, I don't know if Sarah Bat Tovim ran 
with every techina and asked a rabbi for 
his approval....There are beautiful 
techinotthat the rabbis probably didn't 
care about and therefore allowed the 
women and the men who \Vere writing 
them without rabbinic approval. But 
people walked into their shuts and dav· 
ened from these techinot. So we should 
not fear putting together our own Sid­
dur." 

The piyutim and techinot that were 
printed could not have been published 
without rabbinic haskama (approval). 
In any case, they were inspired by yiras 
Shamayim and ahavas Torah. And 
where do women's tejilla groups look for 
inspiration? Try the following dialogue: 

PARTICIPANT: Some prayers we 
need to change the grammar from the 
male to the female. 

SUSAN HORENSTEIN: Our group 
went so far as to xerox things out of the 
Conservative Siddur. 

Listen again to Rivka Haut: "There's 
one very beautiful prayer group (sic) 
that's called, I think, Kol Haneshamah. 
It's a Friday night service put out by the 
Reform movement. I use it always 
when I daven Friday night .... I love it. 
... It's beautiful. Why can't we do some· 
thing like that?"; 

Finally, if one listens to several group 
leaders, women's prayer groups are 
novv acting like n1inyanim, ignoring not 

4 "Wo1nen's Prayer Group and the Orthodox Syn­
agogue," in Daughters of the King. Note that this 
is a change in a tahnudic prayer, ·which Rabbi 
Lookstein described as prohibited. 

5 As a participant pointed out later, Kol fiane­
shaniah is a Reconstructionist prayer book. 
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only the halacha, but the directives of the 
rabbis who support them. At a session 
entitled "The Halacha of Women's 
Tejilla;' a participant asked a question 
about saying Kaddish. Now, there is a 
certain amount of controversy about 
whether or not a woman is allowed to 
say Kaddish from the women's section 
with a rninyan,6 It is beyond question 
that a group of ten women, who do not 
constitute a 1ninyan, cannot say Kaddish. 
But Rivka Haut offered the following 
advice, "After the official services arc 
over, when they're finished and an 
announcement is made and it's clear to 
everybody prayers are over, if there is 
somebody saying Kaddish who wishes 
to say Kaddish with this group of 
women and there are women who 
want to join with her, they can go off 
into a corner and form a group and say 
Kaddish. It's not halachic, I'm not pre· 
senting this as halachic ... the way it's 
done:' Haut then noted that the late 
Shlomo Goren had issued a letter to a 
group of women in Baltimore allowing 
-~·-·~-~~- ----

6 In the Spring, l 996 edition of the fotirnal of 
Halacha and Contetnporary Society, there is an 
interesting exchange between Rabbis Yehuda 
Henkin and Reuven Fink. Henkin quotes his 
grandfather, Rav Eliahu Henkin, ?":rt, as allow­
ing wotnen to say Kaddish, while Rabbi Fink notes 
that not only was Rav Henkin the 0:1ly posek of 
stature to allow it, but that a number of rabbis 
took to print to disagree with Rav Henkin. 

''I wish I could 

speak to a 
frum therapist 
on the phone 

without giving 

my name.'' 

·---··---·----

the1n to pray as a minyan. Haut noted 
that before his death, Goren tried to 
repudiate the letter, but added, "I can· 
not accept that." 

In the following day's session devot· 
ed to liturgy, both Haut and Hornstein 
indicated that the practice of saying 
Kaddish is neither an isolated phe· 
nomenon nor of marginal interest. Sev­
eral groups are saying it, and Kaddish 
is one of the most discussed topics on 
the internet forum run by the Women's 
Tefillah Network. 

Experimentations does not end with 
Kaddish. Listen to moderator Haviva 
Ner-David discuss Birchas Ha Torah: "I 
go to another one [prayer group] where 
they let you say whatever you want. They 
just leave it up to the woman to decide 
if she wants to say the berakhot, if she 
wants to say' Borechu.' ... It is important 
to include all women and make them 
feel comfortable."0 

7 Berachos before and after an aliya can only be 
said \vith a rninyan. To circumvent his problem, 
women's prayer groups arrange for those receiv­
ing "aliyot" not to say Birchas HaTorah in the 
morning, and to say then1 before their "aliya''. 
Rabbi Avi \Veiss, advisor to n1any of these groups, 
approves of this practice, even though he 
.:1cknowledges that both Rabbi Moshe Feinstein 
and Rabbi J.B. So!oveitchik considered it for­
bidden. In his book, H101nen at Prayer, he ratio­
nalizes his decision by stating, "Rav Feinstein is 
concerned about ziyyuf ha-Torah. By reciting 
blessings one n1ight erroneously believe it [the 
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When a participant offered that as an 
"egalitarian Jew;' she wanted to participate 
in a rninyan, and found women's tejilla 
groups uninspiring, Haut replied that "if 
you're not Orthodox, you don't have to 
accept the limitations that Orthodoxy bur­
dens us with:' (Even if you are "Orthodox;' 
you might not have to accept the limita­
tions, either. Take Haviva Ner-David for 
exa1nple. She has received tre1nendous 
publicity in her attempt to become a 
woman Orthodox rabbi. She applied to the 
YU rabbinical program, which ignored her 
application and did not even honor it with 
a formal rejection. She is.row studying pri­
vately in Jerusalem for her sernicha. And 
yet last Shavuos, she was a member of the 
notorious "egalitarian" (mixed inen and 
women) service that provoked a riot at the 
Kose/.)e 

Rivka Haut jnstified the deviations 

reading from the Torah scroll] to be actually a 
public reading. It can be argued that p;1rticipants 
in women's tcfilla groups are fuUy aware that with­
out Barekhu, their Torah reading is halakhically 
private and not public in nature. Morever, the 
Torah reading is part of the larger women's tefilla 
service, where Kaddish, Kedusha, and Barekhu are 
not recited. The likelihood of ·wo1nen believing 
that their Torah reading is public and representing 
themselves as participating in an niinyan is vir­
tually nil." (p. 108, nt. 33) In view of what is actu­
ally occuring, we question ho\v Rabbi \Veiss can 
continue to dis1niss Reb Ivloshe's concerns (and 
those of Rabbi J.B. Solovcitchik as well) in such 
a cavalier manner. 

8 Moment Magazine, July '97 

from halacha with the following state­
ment: "We are trying to praise G-d 1nore, 
and by limiting ourselves, we are in a 
sense depriving G-d of our prayers .... 
We shonld be careful and we should 
study halacha and understand what we 
can do, but we also have to always be 
mindful that we are praying to G-d and 
we don't want to deprive G-d of our 
prayers." 

With that logic, one can remove the 
entire Torah from the Jewish religion. 

New Religious Roles For Women 

R
eligious roles for wo1nen was also 
a major snbject at the conference, 
occupying several sessions. One, 

entitled "Religious Roles for Women;' 
was addressed by Chana Henkin, head 
of the Nishmat Institute, which she 
described as "the one institution in the 
world which is qualifying women in 
practice to address questions of hilchot 
niddah:' Carefully dancing around the 
Rambarn's ruling (Mis/ma forah, Hilchos 
Malochim 1:5) limiting a woman's lead­
ership role, Henkin discussed a number 
of sources that would appear to allow 

9 _rvfost in1portant of these is the Birchci Yoscfon 
Chos!1en A1ishpat Chapter 6. However, this 
source, an1ong others, discusses horoya, as 
opposed to psak. It has been argued that these 
quaiifications for a posek are the san1e as those 
for a dayan, and the halaclw is very clear that a 
woman cannot serve as a dayun. (C.!'v1.6) 
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women tO render halachic decisions 9 

and concludes that "nowhere within the 
Rishonirn and nowhere within the Acha­
ronim is there an opinion that the 
halacha prohibits in principle the issue 
of rulings by women." Perhaps, bnt in 
Hilchos Talmud Torah, the Shulchan 
Aruch does mentions the rabbinical edict 
that prohibits formally teaching a 
woman Talmud, which is the basis of 
halachic study. 

To be fair to Ms. Henkin, she was 
most careful and cautious in her lan­
guage. She warned her audience against 
using the term "poskot" (although she 
herself used it in a 1994 symposium in 
Tradition magazine), stating, "Do not 
casually and prematurely use a termi­
nology which reflects a greater level of 
Torah accomplishment than we have 
reached to date:' Warning against politi­
cizing the Torah, she went on) "Let our 
one and only concern be the halacha, 
not the empowering of won1en but 
enabling women to observe the mitzvot 
meticnlously." But what is the implica­
tion of the word "pren1aturely" in her 
first statement quoted above? As she 
spoke of women assuming "new roles 
uplifting to our spirits and enabling us 
to apply our new scholarship for the 
benefit of Arn Yisrael and to bring the 
voices ... and the talents of fifty percent 
of the popnlation to bear upon all of the 
discnssions in all of the forces in all of 
the ways that women can contribute and 
must contribute;' we must ask: Will the 
term ''poskot" ever become full-term? 

Interning-Toward What? 

A
nother, more blatantly radical 
approach was taken in a session 
entitled "Rabbinic Ordination:' 

Hovering over this session was the recent 
hiring by two Orthodox synagogues of 
women as "congregational interns." 
This, in the words of speaker Adina 
Berkowitz, "will serve as a springboard 
for even more involved and meaning­
ful roles for Orthodox Jewish women in 
our synagogues and in our communi­
ties .... What will be next for Orthodox 
Jewish women [for those who wish] to 
serve the Jewish people, the Torah 
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world, not as professors, not as social 
workers but as religious leaders?" 

Whereas Ms. Henkin spoke of con­
cern for the halacha, Berkowitz point­
ed to what she saw as a coming prob­
lem: "There's a lot of talent, energy, 
leadership potential, and most of all 
Torah knowledge, con1mitn1ent to 
halacha that the Orthodox Jewish com­
n1unity stands to lose if a program is not 
developed to channel all this energy and 
leaning back into our corn1nunity." 

Just exactly what does Berkowitz see 
as the next necessary step? "A profes­
sional program for religious leadership 
[for women] who see "themselves oper­
ating within a religious leadership 
model. ... A program that would be 
equivalent to setnicha but not identical, 
to train women for religious leadership." 
And where does Ms. Berkowitz see this 
program developing? At the Institute for 
Traditional Judaism, a school under the 
sponsorship for the Union for Tradi­
tional Judaism. 

Rabbi Adam of Mintz of the Lincoln 
Square synagogue, one of the institu­
tions that hired an intern, also spoke. He 
saw the position as one where "the pos­
sibility for growth and development 
really exists." Rabbi Mintz wants to cre­
ate "a female role of congregational lead­
ership ... to reach a level [of learning] 
where they are able to be halachic 
decisors, poskot, in issues in which 
women have a very specific interest and 
maybe an expertise that men have 
never been able to gain." That 1nen have 
never been able to gain? For three thou­
sands years n1en have been the links in 
the chain of mesorah, and that if men 
have "never been able to gain" an 
expertise in any area of the halacha, then 
such expertise does not exist and has 
never existed. 

Rabbi Mintz then attempted to wrap 
the fe1ninist 1novement in Sarah Schenir­
er's mantle. "! believe that this is the 
beginning of a process ... just like when 
Sarah Schenirer began the Beis Yaakov 
inovement 80 years ago ... which was able 
to develop ... [and] that the Chafetz 
Chaim okayed." Must we repeat ourselves 
yet again? The Beis Yaakov moven1ent 
started with the approval of most of the 
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Gedolim of Europe. It always had main­
stream support.lo The Beis Yaakov move­
ment never stood for the type of radical 
departures being promoted by today's 
Orthodox feminists, nor for the route 
they propose to travel. 

Rabbi Steven Riskin attended this ses­
sion as a participant. His one public 
comment has some very troubling 
implications. After citing the example 
of Shlomit Alexandra as queen of the 
Hasmonean kingdom to "refute" the 
Rambam's ruling limiting a woman's 
leadership role, he stated, "It should be 
easier, halachically, to have as a woman 
a full-fledged rabbi than for the con­
servative and reforn1 movements where 
very often, the rabbi also serves as the 
cantor or the Torah reader and at least 
at this point it seems ... to me to be clear­
ly prohibited." (Emphasis ours). Only at 
this point? Only seems to be prohibited? 
What possibilities is Rabbi Riskin open­
ing up for the future? 

The Illegitimate Offspring of"Solutions" to 
the Aguna Problem 

S
usan Arano ff, in the closing session, 
did not mince words in projecting 
her agenda for the future. "If there 

were women rabbis, poskot and dayan-

10 See Sarah Herman Cohen's "Don't Hijack My 
Sarah Schenirer!" in JO, April '98. 

at, the aguna agony would be resolved:' 
So much for the efficacy, and the guide­
lines, of the Shulchan Aruch. 

If changes in the nusach and minhag 
of tefilla, or new roles for women, threat­
en to create a break with the mesorah) 
the wholesale abandonment of the 
requirement for a get threatens to split 
the Orthodox con1n1unity into two 
camps unable to marry one another. The 
failure to obtain a get renders any sub­
sequent relationship adulterous, and the 
children mamzeirim. Last year, a press 
release announced that Rabbis Emanuel 
Rackman, Moshe Morgenstern, and 
Irwin Haut had formed a "beis din" to 
help free agunot-those women who 
cannot obtain a get and thus remarry. 
Supposedly, this "beis din" would 
"annul" marriages based on a ruling of 
Rabbi Moshe Feinstein. The ruling 
being cited dealt with the case of a man 
who had been hospitalized for mental 
illness prior to his marriage, which fact 
was unknown to his wife. Reb Moshe 
held that there was a defect in the kid­
dushin which rendered it invalid, and 
thus no marriage had taken place. 

In practice, a n1arriage can be found 
to have been invalid if there truly was 
a highly significant pre-existing condi­
tion of which the wife was unaware. 
Rabbi Rackman argues, however, that 
anything that happens to a n1arriage is 
the result of a pre-existing condition, 

Rav and Moreh Ho'rooh as Manhig of the Kehilla. 
Duties include responsibility of the Talmud Torah. 

All communications kept confidential. 
INFORMATION: 
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thus providing grounds to declare a 
marriage invalid. That Reb Moshe had 
never said this is oflittle import to Rack­
rnan; as far as he is concerned, Reb 
Moshe simply "didn't go far enough:' In 
the year since this" beis din" began oper­
ation, one of the original « dayanimi'' 
Rabbi Haut, has left the beis din, and has 
told outside sources that it was 
"annulling" n1arriages without any 
regard for what Reb Moshe wrote. 

Rabbi Rackman received a standing 
ovation from approximately 1,500 
attendees, and once again stated his posi-

tion on annuhnents, which he has been 
saying and writing for over thirty years. 
1"here was nothing new or unusual 
there. What was unusual and disturb­
ing were the two speeches that followed. 
Rabbi Steven Riskin noted that none of 
the Talmudic sources Rackman cited 
allowed the dissolution of a marriage 
without a get. He then went on to dis­
cuss the forcing of a get, which is allow­
able under certain circumstances, and 
went on to conclude, by some jump of 
logic, that where ha/acha allowed a 
forcible get, the marriage could be 
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Rabbi Rockman 

received a standing 
ovation from 

approximately l ,500 
attendees, and once 
again stated his 
position on annulments, 
which he has been 
saying and writing for 
over thirty years. There 
was nothing new or 
unusual there. What 
was unusual and 
disturbing were the two 
speeches that fol lowed. 

• 
annulled, and called for a special beis din 
in Jerusalem to nullify marriages where 
a husband "refuses to be coerced.>' Some­
how, he never dealt with the problem 
that even where a husband can be 
coerced to give a get, that get is still 
required. 

Rabbi Salli Berman, the second speak­
er, spoke as a "loving critic" ofRackrnan. 
He stated, "The ha/acha has never want­
ed, at least thus fm; to create ... a cir­
cumstance in which it would be possi­
ble to assert that all marriages are subject 
to annu1ment because in all marriages 
there are elements of pre-existing qual­
ities that were unknown that inight have 
been grave and that the woman might 
not have consented to." (ita1ics ours) 

Like Rabbi Riskin, Rabbi Berman 
noted the novelty of what Rabbi Rack­
man was doing, but like Rabbi Riskin, 
he did not address the possibility that 
something so novel might not be with­
in the framework of halacha. Instead, he 
stated, "We need to support the beth din 
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that Rabbi Rackman and Rabbi Mor­
genstern have established .... in order 
to make sure that its fact finding process 
is absolutely clear and with perfect 
integrity. We need to support it in devel­
opment of the arguments that will make 
possible the stretching of the limits with­
in the parameters of the consensus of the 
modern Orthodox rabbinate, to bring 
the rabbinate along in the process .... 
We need to create a framework for advo­
cacy in which there will be the kind of 
research and publication that will per­
suade other batei din to participate in 
this process." In calling for a consensus 
of the modern Orthodox rabbinate, 
Berman revealed his willingness to 
ignore the concerns of the mainstream 
Orthodox rabbinate over this issue; the 
result of that can only be a permanent 
and irreversible split. 

Again, Susan Aranoff, in her speech 
in the closing session, stated clearly where 
the inspiration for "annulling" marriages 
comes from. In thanking those who have 
inspired the Orthodox feminists, she 
said: "To the Conservative 111ovement, 
my salute for dealing with the agunah 
problem through hajka'at kiddushin 
many years ago. You inspire us!" 

III.ASSESSING THE DIRECTION 
OF THE CONFERENCE 

A
fter reviewing the conference, we 
must ask, are the extreme views 
presented representative of the 

conference as a whole? To what extent 
do those views represent the views of the 
majority of the participants? And most 
important, how prevalent are those 
views within Modern Orthodoxy? 

As to the conference, not all speakers 
were as extreme as those quoted here, and 
even within the speakers quoted, there 
vvere hints of mainstream thinking. 
Some of Chana Henkin's remarks would 
not have been out of place at a Beis 
Yaakov or Agudah convention. For exam­
ple, she stated: "We are living in chal­
lenging times when gender roles are 
changing and when family structures are 
weakened. We must weigh carefully the 
result of the changes we are making upon 
our fan1ilies .... We must make certain that 
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we are not failing short on the nurture 
of our children or abandoning the joys 
of a large family:' 

While we would disagree with Rabbi 
Jack Bider's support of women's prayer 
groups, there was much to admire in his 
passionate defense of the mechitza in the 
session entitled "Mechitza in Tradition 
and History." But still, the general 
trend, in the sesssions heard, tended 
towards the extreme, or at least towards 
distortions. Thus, Norma Baumel 
Joseph, in a session on Rabbi Moshe 
Feinstein, parsed the words of Igros 
Moshe, Orach Chaim 4:49 to find some 

• 
To what extent did the 

participants agree with 

the speakers? Listening to 

the conference, and to the 

tapes afterwards, we 

searched, largely in vain, 

for participant unease and 

disagreement. 

• 
sort of sympathy for feminist goals. 
Rabbi Yehuda Henkin, in his speech on 
men and women mixing, skewed several 
sources so as to imply that the halacha 
allows the free mixing of the sexes; and 
while he was honest enough to rebut the 
assertion that the Aruch Hashu/chan 
allowed married women to go with 
uncovered hair, he implied that the 
Aruch Hashulchan justified the mixing 
of the sexes that occurs today. Even a 
cursory glance at Even Ha' ezer, Hilchos 
Ishos, 21:1, is enough to convince us that 
the Aruch Hashulchan would never 
approved the mixing of sexes that exists 
in today's society. Furthermore, Rabbi 
Henkin left unsaid that whatever mix­
ing is allowed never extended either to 
mixed switnming or n1ixed dancing. 

Participant Unease ... Rare and Lonely 

T
o what extent did the partici­
pants agree with the speakers? 
Listening to the conference, and 

to the tapes afterwards, we searched, 
largely in vain, for participant unease 
and disagreement. In the first session, 
a participant called to our attention 
Susan Shapiro's mistranslation of the 
Rambam. In a session on "ultra-ortho­
dox" women, a participant asked 
Henna White, "Are you trying to fit 
feminism to Orthodoxy or fit Ortho-
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doxy to feminism? It seems that most 
of the speakers here are trying to do the 
latter." But such comments were rare. 
More common were those such as that 
of Rabbi Charles Sheer, who said 
regarding women changing the Siddur, 
saying Kaddish, and the like, 'Tm just 
really delighted to hear all the things 
that [the speakers J are saying today." An 
anony1nous participanfs comments, 
"We have the freedom to be our own 
poskim," was more in keeping with the 
tenor of the conference. 

The choice of con1ments was also 
revealing. In two sessions entitled 
"Our Jewish Sisters: What Can We 
Learn From Each Other?" Reform 
rabbi Shira Milgrom, in a most effec­
tive manner, compared halachic mar­
riage with chupa and kiddushin to the 
acquisition of a Canaanite slave. In nei­
ther session did any participant pub­
licly question her on this analogy. Not 
one married woman rose to state that 
she didn't feel that way about her mar-

riage. Did silence imply agreement? 
And finally, we must ask, to what 

extent do the beliefs and practices of the 
fe1ninists permeate the 1nodern or 
~'centrist" com1nunity? This is not a 
1ninor n1atter. In the past, "\Ve have been 
able to maintain a tenuous relationship 
with the organizations and institutions 
of Modern Orthodoxy. "Right wing" 
individuals successfully work with or 
for the Rabbinical Council of Ameri­
ca, the Orthodox Union and Yeshiva 
University, because, generally, those 
"extremists" with a radical hashkafa 
have not interfered with the operation 
of halacha, or if they have interfered, 
it has been largely in the private 
realms, such as tzenius. The late Telshe 
Rosh Hayeshiva, Rabbi Elya Meir Bloch 
,,,..,,,was quoted as having said, in effect, 
that transgressions in one's private life 
were one thing, but any departure from 
Torah norms in the public arena are 
akin to total abandonment of 
Judaism.11 
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The Inviolability of the Mesorah 

O
ur beliefs in Torah min 
Hashamayim and the inviola­
bility of the Mesorah are essen­

tial to our faith and practice; without 
then1, one cannot have authentic 
Judaism. For this reason, we do not rec­
ognize the legitimacy of the Conserva­
tive and Refor1n n1ovements. Is the 
rejection of Torah min Hashamayim and 
the inviolability of the Mesora by the 
more radical ele1nents of Modern 
Orthodoxy that different from that of 
the Conservative and Reform move­
ments? If not, then we n1ust reject them 
with the san1e force. 

An important corollary to this belief 
is that if one recognizes the legitimacy 
of heretical points of view, one's own 
Judaism is, by definition, suspect, 
because such recognition betrays the lack 
of belief in the essential nature of those 
beliefa. When the Gemora states: "These 
and those are the words of the living G­
d;' it refers to Hillel and Shamrnai, not 
to the Pharisees and the Sadducees. Any­
one who would elevate the Sadducees to 
the level of Beis Shammai denies the 
Divine origin of both the Torah and the 
mesora. If established institutions with­
in Modern Orthodoxy do not forceful­
ly reject the practices of feminist groups, 
are they conveying the message that 
those practices are within the range of 
permissible behavior? And if so, how are 
we to relate to those institutions? 

The possibility of such a split with 
parts of the Modern Orthodox move-

! 1 "Modern Orthodoxy: An Analysis and 
Response," by Rabbi Chain1 Dov Keller, The Jew­
ish Observer, June, 1970. The importance of this 
essay is underscored by the fact that it has been 
reprinted twice, once in Dimensions of Orthodoxy, 
edited by Reuven Bulka (Ktav,1986) and again 
in The Jewish Observer, February, l 989. This arti­
cle is a prime exan1ple of how a Torah perspec­
tive on events equips one to divine future trends 
and events. 

cl'.l?'I) ;,1<101? "om?1 ;1n" NJ 
17)i1 1}.):J 

nr.:i7-v 7~,'V" 'CJ""n 
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• 
In his classic discussion of feminism, Rabbi Moshe 

Feinstein states that in every place the Torah 

speaks of the kedusha of Israel, women are 

specifically included on an equal basis. Where 

the Torah exempts women from the performance of 

mitzvos, there is no desire to diminish them, nor to 

derogate the honor of women. We need to 

communicate this message, not only to our 

women, but to our men as well. 

ment, although remote, has long been 
present. As Rabbi Keller pointed out, a 
philosophy that postulates the ability to 
change the halacha is the same as that 
propounded by the Conservative move­
ment; the differences are not in the 
underlying ideology, bnt in the degree 
of change that is considered tolerable." 
To quote Rabbi Keller's article of 28 years 
ago: "Whether the Modern Orthodox 
Halachists approve of the outcome of 
such philosophy as it has developed in 
the practical observance by the Con­
servative movement ... is im1naterial. 
... Whether these Orthodox thinkers 
would, today in 5730, go along with the 
Conservative discontinuance of Yorn Tov 
Sheini is not important. It is quite obvi­
ous, however, ... someone advocating 
this could not be expelled from the 
Orthodox Camp. Given the liberality of 
these spokesmen, who still consider 
themselves in the Orthodox fold, it is not 
too difficult to predict, upon the basis 
of historical experience, how the think­
ing of their followers could develop in 
just a few years .... Accepting aspects of 
world culture outside of Torah and pro-

12 "I\vo prominent }e\vish fen1inists affiliated with 
the Conservative movement remarked on the 
great similarity between the halachic positions 
stated at the conference and those espoused by 
the Conservative moveinent. Paula Hyman was 
a conference speaker, and Francine Klagsbrun 
spoke as a participant. 
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• 
ceeding to synthesize them with Torah 
hashkafa is at the root of all departures 
from accepted Torah norms:' Rabbi 
Keller, 28 years ago, was describing 
exactly what feminism is doing within 
Orthodoxy today. 

In last year's article, we wrote, "To 
avoid the infiltration of feminism into 
our community, we must clarify and 
reinforce our own understanding of the 
role of women in a Torah society .... We 
too need clarification and reinforcement 
of our principles of faith, and the 
integrity of our specific roles in a Torah 
society." We repeat that statement now, 
and take it further. In his classic discus­
sion of feminism, Reb Moshe Feinstein 
( Igros Moshe, Orach Chaim 4:49) states 
that in every place the Torah speaks of 
the kedusha of Israel, women are specif­
ically included on an equal basis. Where 
the Torah exempts women from the per­
formance of niitzvos, there is no desire 
to diminish them, nor to derogate the 
honor of wo1nen. We need to commu­
nicate this message, not only to our 
won1en, but to our men as well. 

But beyond education, we can take 
concrete steps. If we want women to take 
advantage of minyanim, we must make 
them more easily available. Too often, 
women's sections are cramped and 
uncomfortable and totally isolated from 
n1en's section. This is not necessary. To 
give two disparate examples, both Bais 

Medrash Govoha of Lakewood and the 
Bostoner shul in Boston use one-way 
glass for the mechitza, giving women a 
full view of the men's shul. 

One of the conference speakers, 
Esther Krauss, obviously recognized the 
ramifications of this when she made the 
following statement, "I have long main­
tained that feminism is one of the major 
areas of change of this century and 
therefore has become the battleground 
that chas v'shalom may divide Ortho­
doxy into two camps." 

With this we could not agree more.• 
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FROM THE NEW YORK TIMES, 
MONDAY, APRIL 6, 1998 

Stretching the 
Limits of Taste 

L
ike a child acting outrageously 
naughty to see how far he can 
push his parents, mainstrea1n 

television this season is flaunting the 
most vulgar and explicit ... language and 
behavior that it has ever sent into 
American homes. And as sometimes 
happens with the spoiled child, the tac­
tic works: attention is being paid. 

Ratings are high, few advertisers are 
rebelling against even the most provoca­
tive shows, and more and more parents 
seem to have given up resisting their 
children in squabbles over television. 
Often, in a nation of two-income fam-

ilies and single parents, children are left 
alone to watch whatever they want .... 

This season's stretching of the 
boundaries of taste has reignited oppo­
sition from some public figures who 
have long complained about television's 
influence on what they call family val­
ues. And some teachers and school prin­
cipals have sent notes home, warning 
parents about certain shows. But the 
outcry seems fainter and less widespread 
than it has in the past .... 

''I'd say there's been a quantum leap 
downward this year in terms of adoles­
cent, vulgar language and attempts to 
treat [delicate matters J ... in shocking 

The P'sak of the Gedolei Torah 
was, for him, always the final word. 

Uncommon honesty and integrity 
were his hallmark 

In even the most trying situations, 
peace and harmony among Jews 
remained his ultimate goal 

In Tribute to Rabbi Moshe Sherer 71")' 

May his life's work continue ... .11.:i.~.l.n 

terms," said Robert Lichter, director of 
the Center for Media and Public Affairs, 
a nonpartisan research group in Wash­
ington. "People used to complain that 
television was aimed at the mind of a 
12-year-old. Now it seems aimed at the 
hormones of a 14-year-old.''. .. 

Nerwork executives tend to dispute that 
anyone is deliberately pushing the envelope 
of pop-culture propriety to attract view­
ers. Stations and cable operators make the 
calls on what is acceptable fare, and they 
say television reflects the culture, which has 
grown more permissive, and that the 
provocative the1nes in certain shov.,rs arise 
from isolated circurnstances. • 

------- --- --- --------- ----
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ARTICULATING TORAH IN ENGLISH: 
ADVANTAGES AND DRAWBACKS 

To the Editor: 
The article, "Mandate to Communi­

cate Torah in the Vernacular," by Rabbi 
Nosson Scherman, (April '98) relates the 
importance of being able to convey one's 
thoughts in a clear and accurate man­
ner. However, Rabbi Scherman blurs a 
distinction, that I believe should be 
made, between verbalizing in English 
and translating primary texts into the 
vernacular. 

The benefit derived from an English 
text is obvious. Rabbi Scherman notes, 
"Many who left yeshiva, possibly never 
again to attempt the serious learning of 
Torah, have returned in greater numbers 
than imagined because of the availabil­
ity of quality English language 
sefarim .... " Notwithstanding the above, 
\Ve should not n1ini1nize what we are 
putting at risk by making these sefarim 
available to the public. 

Attaining proficiency in Genzora is a 
lengthy and arduous process. The 
novice wrestles with strange vocabulary 
and terminology. If he is successful, he 
will be able to derive coherent ideas and 
concepts from his studies. With further 
mastery of the Gemora, he may begin to 
follow Amoraic reasoning, a long and 
circuitous process for the uninitiated. All 
along the way, seemingly disjointed Tan­
naic sources will be introduced. The stu­
dent will have to stop his train of 
thought, practically in mid-sentence, to 
investigate the new material, and then 
pick up the original concept so that the 
new source can be integrated. All this is 
just at the primary level of learning. 

Introducing quality English sefarim 
has no doubt allowed many to reignite 
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a desire to learn. Are \Ve not at the same 
time short-circuiting our future gener­
ations' success in learning? The above 
described process can never be suc­
cessfully attained if, at the first imped­
iment, the student, rather than review­
ing the text or re-thinking his line of 
reasoning, picks up an English Gemora 
that will lucidly explain away the diffi­
culty, and simultaneously throw in a few 
comments from the Rishonim. 

I remember how, in my high school, 
a rigorous Talmudic-oriented yeshiva, 
many of the best bachurim could be seen 
Shabbos night clutching a linear Chu­
mash. Though these same talmidim were 
budding talmidei chachamim, their abil­
ity to master a Rashi was reduced to the 
availability of a translated version. 

There are other, more subtle reasons 
to rethink our embracing primary 
source translations. There is none so 
compelling as the impediment we are 
placing in the way of potential talmidei 
chachamim. Surely, we need to reexam­
ine this issue. 

MENDEL GOLDBERG 

Far Rockaivay, f'.lew York 

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN ORIGINAL 
WORKS AND TRANSLATIONS IN ENGLISH 

To the Editor 
As a mesivta rebbi, I read Rabbi Kas­

nett and Scher1nan's articles with inter­
est. One portion of Rabbi Scherman's 
article, however, might be misleading, 
and demands clarification. In his open­
ing paragraphs Rabbi Scherman sings 
the praises of sefarim written in the Eng­
lish language. In truth one must differ­
entiate bet\veen original works written 
in the vernacular (like the sefarim writ­
ten by Rabbi Kasnett's brother) and 
translations of sifrei kodesh and divrei 
Chaza"l. In regard to original works, 
since the author is only trying to trans­
mit his understanding of the Torah, 
there is nothing inferior about his 
doing so in the language which he and 
his readers are most comfortable. In 
regard to translations on the other hand, 
one must realize that a translation can 
never substitute for, or fully represent, 
the original. 

Y../e as Jews believe that there are shiv­
in1 paniln la'Torah, seventy authentic 
understandings of every verse in the 
Torah. VVhen one reads a translation he 
is at best getting one of these pshatim, 
whereas when he reads the original he 
can analyze the text and look for a deep­
er meaning. It is for this very reason that 
Chazal tell us the day that Talmy ha'm­
elech forced the zekeinim to translate the 
Torah into Greek, was equal to the day 
when Kial Yisroel made the aigel. Just as 
it was a mistake to attribute the quali­
ties of a G-d to an aigel so too it is a mis­
take to ascribe the full status of Torah 
to a translation. 

If the fact that today so many peo­
ple are learning Torah in translation is 
to be seen as a victory, it is surely a bit­
tersweet one. It demonstrates the 
tragedy that a great number of people 
are graduating from our yeshivas with­
out the basic skills needed to study Torah 
in the original. (One has to be very naive 
to believe that the majority of people 
using translations are balei teshuva.) 

Let us hope that in the future peo­
ple will only use translations to help 
them study the primary texts and not 
to replace them. 

RABBI BEN-ZION KRUMBEIN 

Brooklyn, NY 

The Author Responds 

Rabbis Goldberg and Krumbein 
make interesting and partially valid 
points. The problem is that their letters 
are excellent examples of the best being 
the enemy of the good. If, indeed, it is 
true that yeshiva students and graduates 
lack the basic skills to master Gemora 
and Rashi in the original, to the point 
that many of them require the assistance 
of English elucidations, then it is a 
dilemma that our leaders and institu­
tions must deal with, but it will not be 
solved by doing away with Torah in the 
vernacular. 

When the Chofetz Chaim was young, 
a 16-year-old was expected to have com­
pleted Shas, at least with Rashi, to be 
called "a voiler bachur (a good bachur )." 
Reb Chaim Brisker lauded his young 
son, the future Brisker Rav, as one who 
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knew Shas with Rashi, because one can­
not aspire to true lomdus unless he has 
a solid foundation of knowledge. The 
letter writers would probably have 
grounds to criticize DafYorni, and, at the 
other end of the spectrum, the very 
strong emphasis in today's great yeshiv­
os on in-depth learning at the expense 
of breadth. The ocean of Torah knowl­
edge is so broad and so deep that few 
can navigate and plumb it all, but the 
voyage must be undertaken. 

As for translations, it is fair to say that 
both letter writers refer obliquely to the 
work of Artscroll. Any,:Serious student 
of the Schottenstein Talmud, the Yad 
Avrohom Mishnah, the Sapirstein 
Rashi, and others would have to agree 
that they are not one-dimensional and 
that they prod the learner to think and 
explore. As Rabbi Shlomo Zalman 
Auerbach ':i"::i!. put it to this writer, 
"Would someone say that people should 
not attend an excellent shiur because the 
rebbe explains the Gemora too well?" 

Admittedly, the best elucidations 
can be abused, no matter what the lan­
guage, by those who prefer to remain 
with a crutch rather than to expand their 
basic skills. The same is true of the many 
who prefer the mental gymnastics of 
learning to the arduous task of labor­
ing over and mastering the sources. 
Those of us who dedicate ourselves to 
elucidations of the text have no greater 
gratification than hearing, as we often 
do, that someone who began with the 
English-language sefer has progressed to 
the point where he now learns a "blatt 
Gemora" in the original. 

CHEVRA OSEH CHESED 
OF AGUDATH ISRAEL 

BURIAL PLOTS 
IN ERETZ YISROEL 

Interment in a Shomer Shabbos Beis 
Olatn near Beis Sheinesh 

Please jJhonii:or write to: 
Chevra OseltChesed of Agudath Israel 
84 William Slreet,New Yor~. NY 10038 

(212) 791-9000 
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In our less than perfect world, how­
ever, let us take pride in the fact that 
there has been a resurgence of learning 
thanks in part to the availability of such 
texts. 

RABBJ NOSSON SCHERMAN 

TEACHING GENERAL STUDIES IN 
YESHIVA HIGH SCHOOLS 

To the Editor: 
I am writing in response to your dis­

cussion of teaching literature in yeshiv­
as, featured in your recent April issue. 

The Yeshiva Gedolah of Los Angeles 
is a relatively new yeshiva. As far as our 
Limudei Kodesh (Religious Studies) 
program is concerned, we basically 
seek to emulate the program of the 
older, established yeshivas, such as 
Philadelphia, Telshe, etc. where our 
Rebbeirn had learned in their youth. The 
secular studies, however, is another 
matter. I do hope that this letter will 
inspire yeshivas sin1ilar to ours to join 
us in seeking so1ne guidance in problems 
that we encounter in our Secular 
Department. 

In teaching English, yeshivas often use 
literature books that contain stories that 
may be forbidden to be read by anyone 
because of the prohibition against 
"going astray after your hearts and your 
eyes:' Other stories feature graphic 
descriptions of violence, and should also 
be avoided. 

Also, many so called "classics," which 
are included on required reading lists for 
high schools, have material of ques­
tionable content. And even if they are 
permitted to be read, should they be read 
by bnei Torah? 

Perhaps it would be helpful if a group 
of bnei Torah who are knowledgeable in 
the subject matter would - in consul­
tation with Roshei Yeshiva - formulate 
a list of books and stories that would be 
acceptable in our yeshivas and Bais 
Yaakov schools. 

We would also benefit from guidance 
in teaching World History. Since we live 
in a Christian culture, the study of his­
tory- to a large degree - is the study 
of Christianity. How should we present 
the subject matter? Should we simply go 

by the history books, or should we con­
vey to a 13- or 14-year-old our People's 
experience with millennia of exposure 
to the dominant religion, and its devel­
opment? The same questions apply to 
classroom discussions regarding the 
religion's leaders and its followers. If the 
standard text books are to be avoided, 
what should we use in their place? 

In teaching science, how should we 
deal with evolution? Should we ignore 
it? It is almost impossible to avoid the 
subject, considering the text books that 
are available. How should we treat 
reproduction? Should the regular teach­
ers present it, even as a "science"? 

If the history and science teachers are 
observant, it is understandably easier to 
deal with sensitive issues. But we can­
not expect non-religious or non-Jewish 
faculty members (which is our situation) 
to present the subject matter precisely 
in accordance with our preferences. 

It is frightening to think that in our 
yeshivas, we are teaching material that 
may violate the halachos of avoiding con­
tact with the three cardinal sins - alien 
worship, murder, and immorality. 

Would it not be wise for a con1mit­
tee of bnei Torah who are also teachers 
to discuss these questions, focus on the 
problems, and get direction from Roshei 
Yeshiva on how to deal with these 
issues, and then n1ake the results of their 
deliberations available for all of our 
yeshivas' and Bais Yaakovs' benefit? With 
the continuing growth of the Yeshiva 
movement, perhaps we can finally afford 
to have books published that would be 
acceptable to the Torah community, 
while providing our talmidim with a 
proper secular education. 

RAss1 EuEZER GRoss, Rosu HAYESHIVA 

Yeshiva Gedo/ah of Los Angeles 

FURTHER SUGGESTIONS FOR 
PROMOTING FISCAL HONESTY 

To the Editor 
I was happy to read in the Feb. issue 

of TO Rabbi Aaron Brafman's letter 
("Promoting Fiscal Honesty") calling 
attention to Rabbi Moshe Kofman's 
pamphlet "Over L'socher." Your readers 
may also be interested in the series of 
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books on the subject by Dr. Meir 
Tamari, a strong ben Torah who was also 
the senior economist of the Bank of 
Israel for many years. These books pro­
vide a vast collection of source mater­
ial from Gemora, Rarnbam, Shulchan 
Aruch, Rislwnim, and Acharonim, as well 
as from the pinkasim (archives) ofvar­
ious kehillos. As an expert in both 
halacha and economics, he is particu­
larly qualified to use this material to pro­
vide guidance in today's complex mar­
ket place, full of temptations beckoning 
us at every turn. 

Below is a list of his l[ooks on the sub­
ject: 

• With All Your Possessions; Jewish 
Ethics and Economic Life, originally 
published by Free Press (Macmillan); 

• In the Market Place; Jewish Business 
Ethics; The Challenge of Wealth; A Jew­
ish Perspective on Earning and Spending 
Money; Al Chet: Sins in the Market Place; 
all published by Jason Aronson. 

Dr. Aaron Levine is another econo­
mist who is also a Torah scholar and has 
published books on the subject. They 
are: Free Enterprise and Jewish Law; Eco­
no111ics and Jewish Law; and Economic 
Public Policy and Jewish Law- all pub­
lished by Ktav Publishers. 

I think JO would be providing an 
important service to its readers by 
bringing these works to their attention. 

(PROF.) YEHUDA LEVI 

Jerusalem College of Technology - Machon Lev 

POSITIVE SIGNS IN LUBAVITCH 

To The Editor: 
Rabbi Chaim Dov Keller's article, 

"G--d-Centered or Rebbe/Messiah-Cen­
tered: Which is Normative Judaism?" 
(Mar. '98), which demonstrated how 
groups within Lubavitch have gone to 
unacceptable extremes in their declara­
tion of the late Rebbe J.n as Moshiach, 
leading to even further deviations from 
normative Judaism, was certainly time­
ly. His call to the rabbinic leadership of 
the movement to assume greater con­
trol over those guilty of such aberrations, 
and to vigorously protest the bizarre 
practices that are taking place, seems to 
have been prescient. 
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just about the time Rabbi Keller's arti­
cle was published, the Central Commit­
tee of Chabad-Lubavitch Rabbis in the 
United States and Canada issued an offi­
cial statement that declared, among other 
things: "The deification of any human 
being is contrary to the core and founda­
tion of the Jewish faith." Also: "Conjecture 
as to the possible identity of Moshiach is 
not part of the basic tenet of Judaism:' In 
addition, it decries "preoccupation" with 
the Rebbe as Moshiach, a vague term that 
does not preclude the claim of some 
deviant elements that the Rebbe lives or 
that he will rise again to lead us. 

I certainly can sympathize with the 
organization's fear of causing a rift 
among its adherents - all organizations 
have similar considerations - but I am 
one of many who hope that the Lubav­
itch leadership will take an unequivo­
cal stand against those who are tar­
nishing its image in the Torah world, and 
are causing us all to be mocked by the 
non-Orthodox world. Indeed, it would 
behoove the responsible spokesmen of 
the Lubavitch Movement to express 
themselves in unequivocal language 
that would serve to reject the message 
of the Messianists and to deflate their 
influence. The issue is serious enough 
to warrant that, for the sake of sacred 
Jewish belief - and for the future of the 
Lubavitch Movement- this message be 
clearly conveyed. 

A return to normative emuna is the 
call of the hour. 

YERACHI\1IEL WAGNER 

Brooklyn, NY 

KIDS NOT GETTING UP: 
AN UNDERLYING CAUSE? 

To the Editor: 
Dr. Meir Wilder's article in your Feb­

ruary '98 entitled "Parents Getting 
Down About Their Children Not Get­
ting Up" was an answer to a very time­
ly problem (if you'll forgive the pun). 
Not being a professional in this field, it 
is perhaps not my place to question Dr. 
Wikler's conclusions. However, having 
had some experience with this issue, I 
felt that perhaps my two cents might 
have some relevance. 

When a child his having extreme dif­
ficulty waking in the morning on a reg­
ular basis, it is almost always a sign of 
depression. Depression is a inental state 
of mind, but it manifests itself in many 
physical symptoms. The child really can­
not get out of bed. The dread of facing 
the pain of school with its challenges and 
constant feeling of failure physically par­
alyzes the child. Parents must be under­
standing of their child's cry of pain. 
He/She desperately needs their support, 
needs to hear that they understand. 

1537 50th Street, 
Brooklyn, NY 11219 

(718) 854-2911 

Uncle Moishy, 
Mordechai Ben David, 
and other top-of-the-line 
Jewish entertainers 
are available 
to visit 
seriously ill 
children 
thanks to 
mnnnnv 
1"11JWlU1'7 
:w"l'm.l ::iv:i:i~ '1 ru n1n 
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in conjunction with 
Suki & Ding Produ,tions • •• ~ 
To set up an app-0intment. call: ,., 
(2!2)791-9000 Ext.42 • M-F, 9.5 · · 
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Unfortunately, as in many other hand­
icaps, only someone who has experi­
enced this overwhelming feeling of 
hopelessness can truly feel what that 
child feels. 

But what does one do? First of all get 
your child help. You would not hesitate 
to go to any lengths to help your child 
if he or she had chas v'shalom a life­
threatening ailment. You would not con­
cern yourself with the neighbor's opin­
ion or hesitate for fear of his/her future 
shidduch! There are professionals out 
there who can help, and the situation 

Dear Yad Eliezer, 
So much is spent 
to make a memorable affair, 
TM photograpMr, tM band, 
the makeup ... and the hair. 
Sheva Brachos outfits, 
a bracelet and a setting, 
without a diamond ring 
can there be a wedding? 
The list is endless ... 
cuJPinks and a tie 
The budgets overdrawn, 
and there's so much still to buy. 
You've given us opportunity 
to really comprehend -
IM value of $1000 
and how much we overspend!! 
There's great pleasure in knowing 
another couple will dance too. 
Your work is tremendous 
How can we thank you? 

Sincerely, 
Mimi and Dovid 

almost always gets worse with time if left 
untreated. 

What to do about the menahel who 
has threatened to throw your son out of 
yeshiva the next time he n1isses minyan? 
Talk to him! Tell him the difficulty your 
child is suffering with. He may have 
some suggestions to help make it easi­
er for him in yeshiva, and may give you 
the time you need to solve the problem 
ifhe knows you are seeking professional 
help. In some situations he may feel that 
the yeshiva can not deal with this indi­
vidual situation (and I assure you there 

This poem wa<; received by Yad Eliezer along with a wedding sponsorship. 
You too can change the life of a soon to be married couple! 

Sponsor a Yad Eliezer wedding. Imagine how much more beautiful 
your own wedding will be. 

The Gitty Perkowski Simcha Fund ofYad Eliezer 

Rabbi and Mrs. Zevi Trenk Mr. and Mrs. Zolly Tropper 
1586 E. 9th St. !102 E. 26th St. 
Bmoklyn. N.Y. !1230 Brooklyn. N.Y. !12!0 

Wedding sponsorships are $1000 for a whole 
wedding and $500 for a ltalf of a wedding. 

52 

are many valid reasons for this decision.) 
You may then ask that he allow your son 
to take off from yeshiva for a short time 
until he feels up to maintaining a reg­
ular schedule. This is much better than 
being suspended or expelled, and may 
give him the breathing space he needs. 

In addition, a change to a new yeshi­
va can son1eti1nes be advisable. Many 
times a Rebbe or a menahel may not have 
found the right chemistry for your child. 
Perhaps the child has found himself in 
a difficult situation with a particular 
chaver or group of chaverin1. A new 
beginning can sometirnes make a great 
difference. It should, however, be your 
decision, rather than wait till he is forced 
to find a new yeshiva. 

Most important of all, never, ever 
belittle him. He has enough of that from 
outside the home. Every child must feel 
that at least in his home he is secure in 
the knowledge that no matter how he 
performs, he will always have his par­
ents' love and respect. If he feels that he 
has lost his home, he may very well 
become Kial Yisroel's loss, as well. 

The Author Responds 

Yoss1 STRASSFELD 

i\1onscy, NY 

Not getting up on time in the morn­
ing is an extre1nely comn1011 behavior 
problem among children today. The 
thrust of my article was that parents 
must learn not to overreact to this 
digression from optimum conduct. 
Any overreaction on the parents' part 
will only exacerbate the problem, while 
a more calm approach will eventually 
succeed in helping the child overcome 
this form of growing pain. 

What I did not address in the article 
were the causes of this problem. To elab­
orate on all of the possibilities would fill 
a book and could not be contained with­
in the confines of an article. Suffice it 
to say, however, that a child's difficulty 
getting up in the morning could result 
fro1n nutritional deficiencies, a long 1ist 
of neurological and medical conditions, 
family conflicts, adolescent rebellion, 
poor judgement the night before, and 
a variety of emotional and psycholog-
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ical disorders, including depression. 
\!Vhile depression can, at times, result 

in difficulty getting up in morning, it 
probably causes less than 5% of all cases. 
To say, therefore, that, "extreme difficulty 
waking in the morning on a regular basis 
is almost always a sign of depression," is 
simply inaccurate. People may feel sad 
and even depressed, at times, because of 
failures, losses and disappointments in 
life. But not all depressed feelings indi­
cate that someone is suffering from 
depression. 

Depression is a clinical condition 
which is quite serious but can be read­
ily diagnosed and successfully treated. 
One of the symptoms of depression is 
extreme difficulty waking in the morn­
ing. But in order to warrant a diagno­
sis of depression, other symptoms must 
be present, as well. 

Shortness of breath is one of the 
symptoms of a heart attack. But it is not 
the only one. Shortness of breath can 
also be caused by asthma or extreme 
anxiety. In order to conclude that so1ne­
one is suffering a heart attack, other 
symptoms must also be found. Simi­
larly, before someone can be diagnosed 
as suffering from depression, other 
indications should be present besides 
difficulty getting up in the morning. 
Other symptoms of depression would 
include loss of appetite, inability to fall 
asleep or stay asleep, flattened affect and 
mood, feelings of hopelessness and 
helplessness, inabilitiy to make even sim­
ple decisions, increased irritability, loss 
of interest in activities which were for­
merly pleasurable, social withdrawal and 
isolation, and thoughts of death or self­
destructive behavior. 

Any child, or adult for that matter, 
suffering from depression can and 
should seek help. The symptoms of 
depression do occasionally re1nit, spon­
taneously. In most cases, however, pro­
fessional help is needed to alleviate the 
suffering. 

But a child who has no trouble falling 
and staying asleep, is eating like a 
horse, is active, animated and energetic 
all day, has plenty of friends and is not 
at all at a loss to entertain and amuse 
himself, but simply cannot get up m 

The Jewish Observer, May 1998 

time for minyan, is not a child whom I 
would suspect to be suffering from 
depression. 

Finally, whether or not a child is 
depressed, I would wholeheartedly agree 
that parents should never belittle their 
children. Ironically, however, I have 
found that parents who do, in fact, belit­
tle their children never advocate the 
practice and usually are unaware that 
they are doing so. Admonitions against 
belittling children, therefore, are as 
useful as adn1onitions against rudeness; 
even those who are guilty of the prac­
tice are often the ones who applaud the 
loudest when the behavior is con-

demoed. Similarly, any parents who are 
insensitive enough to belittle their chil­
dren are usually so callous and uncar­
ing that admonitions against belittling 
children (even ones appearing in The 
Jewish Observer) will be quite ineffective 
at correcting their destructive behavior. 

MEIR WIKLER, D.S.W. 

Brooklyn, New York 
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The participating agencies and programs of Metropolitan Jewish 

Health System have been deeply saddened upon the passing of the 

esteemed 

PRESIDENT OF AGUDATH ISRAEL OF AMERICA 
and 

CHAIRMAN OF AGUDATH ISRAEL WORLD ORGANIZATION 
RABBI MOSHE SHERER ?"~~ 

His unswerving advocacy on behalf of Orthodox Jewish concerns, 

both in America and worldwide, was always performed with grace, 

eloquence, dignity and unimpeachable integrity. Rabbi Sherer's 

dynamic and compassionate presence will be sorely missed. 

Our heartfelt condolences to his family, the leadership and members 

of Agudath Israel, and all Jews who benefited from 

Rabbi Sherer's lifetime of service to Klal Yisroel. 
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Mark L. Goldstein 
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