































































































Rabbi Sherer accepts proclamation from Mayor
Rudolph Guiliani, at Gracie Mansion reception, in
honor of the Tenth Siywm HaShas of Daf Yomi; 1997

had invited him to say the invocation at
his inaugural ceremonies. The Mayor
explained: “In Rabbi Sherer I met for the
first time a pleasant but astute political
leader with whom I had a very inter-
esting conversation, but who left me
without asking for anything. I imme-
diately recognized him to be a man of
character and high caliber.”

[ also had an interesting conversation
with Cardinal O’Connor on Purim this
year, It came about when the Chairman
of the United States Commission for the
Preservation of America’s Heritage
Abroad, Mr. Michael Lewan, asked me
to help him get an audience with the
Pope. | advised him that Cardinal
(YConnor is the key person for this, and
that the way to Cardinal O’Connor was
through Rabbi Sherer. By the time
Rabbi Sherer had brought Mr. Lewan to
the Cardinal, we had learned that the
Pope was planning to visit Poland a
short time later. So Rabbi Sherer includ-
ed a request for the Pope to use his visit
to Poland as an oppartunity to ask his
Polish Catholic flock to help preserve
Jewish cemeteries in the country where
hardly any Jews are left.

The Pope indeed included this plea
in his sermon in Kalish, Poland, with
many positive results. Orn Monday,
June 8 of this year, the holy remains of
Jews shot by the Germans in the ghet-
to of Dukla, and buried in the middle
of private fields, were transferred to a
Jewish cemetery because of the above
mentioned plea. [See Rabbi Bloom’s
article, “Rabbi Sherer— Parnes Hador,”
on p.40j

IN CONCLUSION cartoons portraying the ultra-fanatic

Chareidi.
et me conclude with [ cannot forget our last Mission to
La reference to one of | Washington, a year ago. Reb Moshe was
his main credos: sitting with Vice President Al Gore in the
Rabbi Sherer endeav- ;| White House, and we spent the entire

ored to convince non-fews | day listening with immense satisfaction
as well as non-religious | how one dignitary after another --- from
Jews that one can be a Supreme Court fustices to Senators and
strictly Orthodox Jew and | Cabinet Members — lauded Agudath

yet be educated, well-man- Israel and Rabbi Sherer for what we
nered, worldly, polite and, stand for. This was a Kiddush Hashem
to a certain extent, tolerant... a far dif- par excellence, and mostly Rabbi Sher-
ferent picture from that projected by the | er’s doing. B
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he Jewish world has lost a leader
I with the passing of Rabbi Moshe
Sherer 7731, the head of Agudath
Israel of America. I was really trying to
find an appropriate adjective to accom-
pany the word “leader” in the above sen-
tence, but I failed to do so. The words
great, inspiring, effective,
dynamic, visionary, all would be
correct, but they wouid not sum
up the uniqueness of Rabbi
Sherer and his inestimable con-
tribution to American Jewish life.
QOur rabbis teach us that many
times in life, less is really more,
so [ decided to leave the word
“leader” without any modifying
adjectives, For in essence that was
what Rabbi Sherer was — a
leader.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS

1956, when he and his co-

founder of the modern
American Agudath Israel, Reb
Elimelech (“Mike”) Tress, visit-
ed me in my home in Chicago.
[ was then a young lawyer just
starting out, without much
money but with great ambition.
The very day that Rabbi Sherer
and Mike Tress came to see me,
I had earned and been paid my

Iﬁrst met Rabbi Sherer in

i
[

FIRST ENCOUNTERS, LASTING IMPRESSIONS

Camp Agudah, and a camp for girls —
Camp Bnos. To buy and refurbish
those camps required money, a lot of
money. So Rabbi Sherer was selling
bonds to “investors” in those camps, the
bonds being redeemable in camp stays
for one’s children when the time would

Rabb Bel Wein

received all of my investment bond value
in full, both financially and socially. But
my true dividend in the matter was
beginning my lifelong acquaintance
and eventual personal friendship with
this extraordinary individual.

Rabbi Sherer wore the whitest shirts
of any person I knew. I was
always tempted to ask him which
laundry did his shirts so that I
could also wear such white
shirts. But it was not only his
physical shirt that was white, He
was white, clean of spots, incor-
ruptible and honest, and yet
without the anger and bitterness
and frustration with others,
more mortal and weak, that
often accompanies such other-
wise commendable traits. Rabbi
Sherer built Agudath Israel into
the largest, most influential,
mainstream organization in
American Orthodox Jewish life.
While it would be an exaggera-
tion to say that he did so single-
handedly, he had few helpers, at
the beginning of his efforts a
half-century ago.

His goal was to unify, while
others only wished to divide and
exclude. His goal was to be dis-
creet and influential, gently quiet
and at the same time, rock-firm
on the issues of loyalty to Torah

first major legal fee. Therefore, I was feel-
ing good about myself and my career
dreams when they arrived at my home.
Rabbi Sherer then spoke to me about a
summer camy for Orthodox Jewish chil-
dren in the Catskill Mountains of New
York. There was a camp for boys —

Rabbi Wein, well known on the American scene
as a popular lecturer, author, educator and com-
munity leader, now lives in Jerusalem where he
continues to pursue a similarly active role,

arrive, Rabbi Sherer was a good sales-
man and [ was feeling flush, so I
bought a bond.

The entire balance of the year I did
not earn another decent legal fee, so I
had second thoughts about my “invest-
ment.” But [ always felt that whatever my
wisdom in buying the bond was, it was
worth it to meet and become involved
with Rabbi Moshe Sherer. Eventtually, my
daughters did attend Camp Bnos and I

values, traditional halacha and life-
style. Other so-called American Jewish
“leaders,” many of them self-prodaimed
and self-installed, were loud and pub-
lic, strident and momentarily of notice.
But American Jewry came to know that
if you wanted to truly accomplish
something in the arena of Jewish orga-
nizational life, you had better consult
with Moshe Sherer. His word was bind-
ing, his friendship lasting, his patience
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unlimited and his feats of major
achievements for Torah and Israel were
legendary. For all of the decades of toil
in Agudath Israel and on behalf of Jew-
ish causes in America, Israel and world-
wide, even during his last years of iliness,
he was always on call, always available,
always willing to listen and then to do,
And no one could do as he could!

HEAD ABOVE THE STORM

abbi Sherer never gave in to the
thxtremist forces that plague all

major Jewish organizations and
Jewish life generally. Somehow, he had
the ability to include them in his work
and programs and yet not allow the
fringe to dictate the agenda and meth-
ods of the great but often silent major-
ity of Torah Jews whom he served and
represented. He always smited, was
unfailingly polite, but he articulated his
message and views strongly and clear-
ly. He ran a very tight ship (his passing
of notes to speakers at Agudah conven-
tions and banquets telling them to cease

i
1

and desist, when he felt the speaker was
overly long in his remarks was a “high-
tight” of every Agudah gathering) and
was rarely disobeyed.

He was a shrewd judge of people and
knew how to deal with varying person-
alities and psyches in a fair and effective
manner. He was uniquely able to have
others share his vision of a strong and
vibrant American Orthodoxy, filling the
vital core center of Jewish life in Amer-
ica and inspiring a new generatton of tal-
ented Orthodox rabbis and laymen to
undertake roles of community repon-
sibility. Although he was a superb orga-
nizational administrator and a master
of detail, he never lost sight of the grand
dream, the big picture, the holy vision
of what Torah in America could accom-
plish and achieve. And he helped trans-
late that Torah potential into strong real-
ity in American jewish life.

Even such anti-Orthodox newspapers
as Israel’s Ha'aretz paid him his due. In
an obituary article that appeared in that
paper on May 19, Shlomo Shamir
headlined his column: “The rabbi who

straddled worlds” He assessed Rabbi
Sherer thusly:

“Sherer, who was born in the Unit-
ed States, carefully maintained an
outwardly modern appearance. In his
dress and manner he resembled a suc-
cessful American businessman, but he
was a strict Hareidi who identified with
the ultra-Orthodox {Rabbi Sherer
despised that phrase, BW) Jewish
world view. He was considered a gift-
ed organization man who knew how
to mix modern management methods
with the directives of yeshiva heads and
Hasidic rabbis. By virtue of his effec-
tive leadership, Agudas Yisroel became
one of he largest Jewish organizations
in North America and influential
beyond the bounds of the Haredi com-
munity. Sherer made outstanding
efforts to nurture a new generation of
voung rabbis and activists, and gave
them key positions in the move-
ment...Sherer kept out of the public
media eye, and refrained from express-
ing his opinions regarding political
subjects concerning Israel...[However, |
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Rabbi Sherer, as part of the Am Echad delegation, charms Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahw 1998

in the last months of his life he lead

the battle regarding the Conversion

Law, and initiated a special campaign

to block Reform and Conservative

efforts to advance...in Israel”

On the whole, this was a much more
truthful and balanced picture of a
Haredi leader than usually appears in
Hda’aretz. But even faint damnation
from Ha'aretz is great praise, especial-
ly about an Orthodox Jewish leader.

A LIST OF NEEDS FOR THE FUTURE

he death of Rabbi Moshe Sherer
Tieavcs a tremendous void in
Orthodox Jewish world, Someone
once said wisely that no one is indis-

pensable but no one is replaceable. Rabbi
Sherer groomed those who will now

have to step into his role as leader, medi-
ator, innovator, administrator and wise
mart. I am certain that they will attempt
to live up to his legacy and to the enor-
mous task involved in maintaining
Agudath Israel’s primary and crucially
vital role in the continuing development
and strengthening of American Jewry.

Yet, there are many forces and per-
sonalities lurking in the Jewish world
who may attempt to exploit Rabbi
Sherer’s absence for their own goals and
even sincerely held beliefs at the expense
of the unity and strength of Agudath
Israel that Rabbi Sherer labored so long
and hard to create. Only time can tell
where American Jewry is heading. It
faces enormous problems of survival in
spite of its size and affluence. It needs
direction and guidance, soft words and

hard decisions, a sense of vision and
purpose that will somehow outweigh its
predilection for pettiness and material-
ism. It needs goodness and moderation,
strength of faith and a foregoing of
provocations and needless strife. It also
needs people who speak the truth and
are aware of the realities of American
Jewish life. Rabbi Moshe Sherer pos-
sessed all of these qualities and practiced
them during his many decades of fruit-
ful leadership. I pray that his successors
will emulate him and continue his
noble and holy work. |

(A happy, playful, warm,\
healthy boy with Down
Syndrome seeks a loving,
intact, Orthodox Jewish
family to care for him.
If you are interested and are a
New York State resident please call:

(718) 692-5924

Information and
inguiries will be kept
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FIrRsT ENCOUNTERS, LASTING IMPRESSIONS

Rabbi Avi Shafran

The Secret of Rabbi Sherer

DEFENDING THE NON-OFFENDER

y first interaction with Rabbi
M Moshe Sherer 931, came in the

form of a lesson encased in a
criticism wrapped in a compliment.

It was the summer of 1986, 1 was a
rebbe and occasional writer in Provi-
dence, Rhode Island, and the Jewish
“story” of the season was a series of bus-
shelter torchings in Yerushalayim.

The bus shelters set aflame had dis-
played advertisements regarded by
many, including religious Jews, as offen-
sive, The usual Chareidi-bashers — both
in Israel and in the United States —
accused the ardently Orthodox of the
arson, gleefully beating their drums of
righteous indignation, and several
Israeli yeshivos had become targets of
violence themselves.

Prime Minister Menachem Begin meets with Rabbi
Sherer and Rabbinic leaders of Agudath Israel of
America at the home of Rabbi Moshe Feinstein; 1977

Seeking a way of turning some of the
heat to light, I set pen to paper in an
attempt to show open-minded Ameri-
can Jews —if any were left — that vio-
lence against an advertisement medium
might be, in some situations, if not nec-
essarily justifiable, at least understand-
able; and that public pornography was
Rabbi Avi Shafran, director of Public Affairs of

Agudath Israel of America, is a frequent con-
tributor to these pages.

not a victimless outrage.

The article that emerged imagined a
society where hard drug use was accept-
ed — and advertised. Hollow-eyed
Marlboro men with needles poised
over their bared arms graced billboards;
Coke ads were not pushing soft drinks.
The reader was asked how he would feel
about Madison Avenue as his friends
and family were led to addiction and all
its grave attendant ills. I thought the
piece was very clever.

‘Whether it was or not, it was subse-
quently published, and came to Rabbi
Sherer’s attention. I was both surprised
and flattered to receive a call from Agu-
dath Israel of America’s president.

He began with praise for the piece’s
creativity but wasted no time in explain-
ing why he felt it was inherently ill-con-
ceived. “There is not a shred of evi-
dence,” he asserted, “that any Torah-Jew
had anything to do with any of the bus-
stop burnings.”

With a determined clear-headedness
and a master debater’s well-honed skill
I would years later come to know well,
Rabbi Sherer slowly and carefully
explained that one simply does not con-
cede anyrhing that might be used to dis-
parage b'nei Torah when there is no
imperative to do so.

1 was a bit taken aback — I hadn’t
known that no arrests had been made
for the bus-stop burnings at that point
— but saw the Agudath Tsrael leader’s
point, and thanked him for both his
kind words and his critical ones.

Over ensuing weeks, the critical
words became a critical lesson for me.
Though there has traditionally been lit-
tle reluctance on the part of the Israeli
police to take haredim into custody, only
one arrest was made in the bus-stop
burnings — an ardently secular Jew who
admitted that his arson was calculated
to cast blame on religious citizens.

That lesson was my first experience
with Rabbi Sherer’s determined, metic-
ulous and unyielding advocacy on

behalf of religious Jews and Judaism. It
was a determination and meticulousness
I would come to witness again, almost
a decade later, when I joined the staff of
Agudath Israet — and many times over
during the four years 1 was privileged to
work under Rabbi Sherer.

RESTORING THE GLORY

Einayim, Rabbi Sherer quotes a

“Chassidic elder” to the effect that,
“Hard as it is to take the Jew out of galus,
it is harder still to take galus out of the
Jew.”

There is, of course, a valid galus-
modality that requires certain stances
and behaviors from us as Jews vis-a-vis
the world around us until Moshiach’s
arrival. But the absorption of the atti-
tudes and ideals of the galus in which
we find ourselves only delays our ulti-
mate redemption. That galus-mentali-
ty, is the intent, I believe, of that com-
ment — and was, in Rabbi Sherer’s own
“two eyes,” nothing less than Public Jew-
ish Enemy #1.

He would not stand for anything —
within or without the observant com-
munity — that might conceivably
lessen respect for Torah and its adher-
ents. As an Orthodox spokesman —
widely considered the Orthodox
spokesman par excellence — as a pro-
moter of Torah-study and Torah living,
as an askan in the world of Jewish com-
munal affairs and in the realm of
world affairs, Rabbi Sherer consistent-
ly insisted on — and helped attain —
honor for the Jewish religious heritage
and for those faithful to it.

Some attribute his astounding suc-
cess in developing what a disparager of
Torah and Torah-Jews in 1940 called “a
sickly weed” into a large, effective and
respected Orthodox Jewish movement
to Rabbi Sherer’s intellect, dedication,
charisma or skill. While he possessed
those attributes and more, | see the

In his collection of essays, B'shtei
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where entirely,

played in restoring rightful honor to | helped restore attara I'yoshna, the

Torah stemmed from the honor he him- | “crown to its place,” how he managed ' lDWOOD SU“‘E
i to take so very much galus out of the

self afforded it.

ment of perceptive questions (among
them, “It says in Avos: ‘Make yourself a

1 remember the day Rabbi Sherer | Jews. In that merit, may we soon witness
interviewed me for the position T hold | the converse — the redemption of
at Agudath Israel today. After an assort- :  Jewry from galus. | In the fieart of flatbush,
Brooklyn, New York
Convenient Location,
Near Shuls, Shopping.

ravand acquire yourself a friend. So tell four . . Bus & Subway
. . year old boy with special

me Avi, who is your rebbe and who are needs seeks a loving, intact,

your friends?”), he told me how on a Orthodox Jewish family to care

aumber of occasions he had been con- for him and help him grow.

vinced that the gedolir he had consulted He has a winning smile,
on certain issues were demonstrably
wrong in the advice they had offered
him. But, he went on, he had always
seen, in the end, that they had been the 2 Mew York State residant For Reservations
truly farsighted ones, not he. Then, fix- please cali: {718) 692-5924 & Rates Call:

ing his eyes on mine, he quietly but firm-
ly asked: “Are you willing to bend vour

|
e

secret of his success in forging the Agu- | own will, whatever you might think, to |
dath Israel before us today as lying else- | that of the Torah authorities of the dor?” 7Y ﬂmﬂz‘;: iﬂ‘? N
I . Thar,.l think, was the key to all he nmbw V7N..nv, o»n
n my estimation, the reason for accomplished, the reason he was blessed "y ,'|7 A7 1
Rabbi Sherer’s hatzlacha is firmly root- | to be the instrument for such Kiddush - 'ﬂ?lnm i 1
ed in a concept as old as human histo- | Hashem in the modern world.
ry: midda keneged midda. The role he That, it seems to me, was how he

happy, handsome, sociable

a great sense of humor,
and would make a loving
addition to any family.

If you are interested and are
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strictly confidential. Fax; 718-253-3269
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His Focus: EMES

Rabbi Shrmuel Bloor

RABBI MOSHE SHERER ¥

ONE MAN: S0 PROFOUND AN
INFLUENCE ON S0 MANY

he Roshei Yeshiva and Rebbe’im
I who mourned Rabbi Sherer’s
passing did so not only because
of the loss suffered by Klal Yisroel, but
also because of their personal loss of a
very special partner, who had joined
them in dedicating his life to working
for the sake of Torah. In fact, many of
them had considered him as close as a
brother. At his funeral, Rabbi Elya Svei
ROYw described Rabbi Sherer as a
friend “who had warmed, helped and
healed” - referring to a personal
friendship that spanned more than
sixty years.

Rabbi Pam R"0%w spoke of the loss
of an “ish ha'ruach” — a man of spiri-
tual essence,

And the Novominsker Rebbe nmvbw
added that in addition to the tearful
beracha of “Dayan Ho’emes” Rabbi
Sherer’s passing calls for declaring
“Hatov V’hameitiv,” in appreciation for
this special gift that Hashem sent us these
past fifty years, to elevate the honor of
Torah in our time,

olitical leaders, wr1an%, also
P mourned. The Ribbowno Shel Olom

had so arranged it that the special
guest of the 76th Anniversary Dinner of
Agudath Israel of America on the day
of Rabbi Sherer’s petira, was the Vice
President of the United States, the
Hon. Albert Gore Jr, Informed of Rabbi
Sherer’s passing while he was on his way
to the dinner in Air Force Two, he turned

Rabbi Shmue! Bloom, the Executive Vice Pres-
ident of Agudath Israel of America, has been a
member of the staff and worked with Rabbi Sher-
er for the past 23 years.

parn cS H&C{OI‘

his speech into a eulogy for Rabbi Sher-
er:

“I remember hearing stories about
his efforts te gain access to the White
House more than a half century ago.
In those days he was not always
warmly welcome. But he was not
deterred, I don’t know a time ever in
his life when he was deterred....

“By explaining the Orthodox com-
munity to America, Rabbi Sherer
awakened members of Congress and
members of the administration, mem-
bers of the Supreme Court, and citi-
zens of this Republic to how much the
interests of America and Orthodox
Jewry coincide.

“Yes, indeed, our entire nation has
suffered a great loss.”

The Vice President was one of many
political leaders who expressed this
feeling.

abbi Sherer’s influence extended
Kﬂ religious leaders of other

aiths, who also expressed a sense
of loss. John Cardinal O’Connor of New
York, among many others, remarked
that he had lost “a very good friend.”

I recently met an individual who had
known me since my childhood. He told
me that he had just returned from Fast-
ern Europe. I asked him whether he had
gone to visit kever avos (ancestral bur-
ial grounds), and he told me with tears
in his eyes that he had gone to bring his
two brothers to kever Yisroel They had
been murdered in a field by the Nazis
during the Second World War, and were
buried on the spot. My interest piqued,
I asked him how he had discovered their
remains after 55 years, and he told me
that a Polish gentile had provided the
information. At that point, I was able to

tell him the rest of the story. Michael
Lewan, a devout Catholic, is chairman
of the United States Commussion for the
Preservation of America’s Heritage
Abroad, which is responsible for the pro-
tection and preservation of Jewish
gravesites in Eastern and Central
Europe.

Mr. Lewan had learned that Pope
John Paul II would be in his native
Poland for a week of prayer and religious
ceremony. He thought that it would be
a wonderful opportunity for the Pope
to speak forcefully to the Polish people,
especially to the Catholic clergy, on the
importance of protecting Jewish ceime-
teries. The problem: How does one reach
the Pontiff? The answet, call Rabbi Sher-
er.

Rabbi Sherer and Michael Lewan vis-
ited John Cardinal O’Connor, who
after hearing the request, quickly agreed
to discuss the subject with the Pope
when he visited the Vatican in a few
weeks’ time.

Five weeks later, in Kalisz, Poland, the
site of an important Jewish cemetery, the
Pope said, “These Jewish cemeteries are
part of our common past. They are
places of deep spiritual and historic sig-
nificance. Let these places join Poles and
Jews together.”

The results were that hundreds of
Poles began sharing their recollections
of witnessing Jews being killed during
the war and provided information
about burial places. All because of
Rabbi Sherer’s relationship with the Car-
dinal.

abbi Sherer also had a contact
Rwith Italo-American labor boss-
es. | was new on the staff of
Agudath Israel of America when we
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Rabbi Sherer presents menorah to the Honorable John
McCarmack, Speaker of the House of Represeniatives;
1964

received an emergency call from Telshe
Yeshiva in Cleveland. A dock strike in
New York had tied up the port and
nothing was moving on or off the
boats. Unfortunately, tens of thousands
of boxes of Chanuka candies that
Telshe Yeshiva annually sends out to
donors were sitting on the boat, and
the deadline was drawing close. |
asked Rabbi Sherer in amazement,
“Why are they calling you? What can
you do?”

He smiled his knowing smile, with-
out saying a word to me. His next act,
though, was to call a well-connected
friend in the New York State Labor
Department. The official called back a
day later to say that all was taken care
of, but someone would have to per-
sonally go down to the docks, A call
went to Cleveland and a rabbi was on
the next plane.

When he arrived at the docks, he was
challenged. He offered two magic words
in response that changed things: “Rabbi
Sherer.” With mention of that name, the
candles became classified as “perish-
ables,” and were unloaded — a favor,
they said, for the “Jewish Godfather.”

ot only the great and the pow-

| \ | erful felt close to Rabbi Sherer.
The more-than-20,000 people at

his funeral testified to the special feel-
ing that people from all walks of life had

for Rabbi Sherer.

How was one man, in one lifetime,
able to have such profound influence on
so many diverse people?

A CENTRAL MIDDA:
CHAMPION OF TRUTH

Rabbi Sherer’s many character
strengths, talents and abilities, as cen-
tral to his effectiveness, the midda of

If asked to choose one miidda, one of

New York Governor Nelson A. Rockefefler and Atror-
ney General Lottis Lefkowitz greeted by Rabbi Sher-
er on a visit fo Agudah headquarters; 1970

truth — or, as we used to joke, his ini-
tials: “M.S” — would be the obvious
choice. His brilliance and organizational
genius were inborn. But his dedication
to fight for the truth was a conscious,
personal choice.

Rabbi Sherer would walk into a
room, see a picture slightly askew, and
be unable to continue the conversation
until it was straightened. “1 cannot take
a krumeh zach (a crooked thing) — any-
thing that isn't glart (straight),” he
would say. His mind could pierce to the
essence of any issue and discard all the
misleading periphery.

His lifelong campaign against the fal-
sification of Torah, his refusal to toler-
ate fakery, was only enhanced by the
chinuch he had received from his great
Rabbe’im, like Rabbi Aharon Kotler and
Rabbi Yaakov Yitzchak Ruderman. They
taught him the value of truth, and that
nothing was as pernicious as the cor-

ruption of Torah.

® As a yeshiva bachur in Baltimore,
he was traumatized by the report of a
Reform rabbi who used to produce gir-
tin on a typewriter. He would type a
docament for a couple that had received
a civil divorce: “You are hereby divorced,
based on the Jewish principle of ding
de’'malchusa dina (the law of the land has
the force of halacha)” Rabbi Sherer
could not rest until such falsification of
Torah was exposed.

e It was August of 1997; we were
working around the clock preparing for
the Siyum HaShas of the Daf Yomi. Rabbi
Sherer called me into his office. He said,
“Don’t you realize what is going on?” 1
did not have the faintest idea of what he
was talking about. “We're at war! The
Conservative and Reform have launched
an all-out public relations campaign to
bring their poison into Eretz Yisroel And
what’s more, they're going to win unless
someone fights back. I know the mag-
nificent Kiddush HaShemn we're involved

Rablbi Moshe Sherer greeted by President George Bush
at the White House

in creating, with the Siyurn HaShas of the
Daf Yomi, but leaders have to juggle
many balls and we dare not drop this
one. The future of Yiddishkeit in Eretz
Yisroel is at stake.”

A few days later, after sending a “war
alert” memo to the members of the
Moetzes Gedolei HaTorah and other
community leaders explaining the dan-
ger. “Lhaven't felt this way since the Sec-
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ond World War,” he con-
fided. “We
are up
against
millions
of dollars
and an
ingenious
public rela-
tions cam-
paign. We're
losing  the
battle and I
don’t  know
what we can do.
I'm afraid we're
going to lose.”
That feeling
didn’t last very
long, though. In
my hotel room at
the Agudath Israel national convention,
weeks later, he called to say, “I hope you
don’t mind, but tonight Pm going to
announce a $2 million campaign to fight
the Conservative and Reform inroads. I

For graphics that are
“out of this world...”
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know it might affect fund
raising for the Agudah,
but I feel that we must do
it

Thus was the Am
Echad campaign born.
With the last bit of
strength in his body, he
undertook a new
dimension of what
he had been doing
his whole [ife—
fighting against the
falsification  of
Torah.

REMOVING
A STAIN

n 1961, in what then was striking
Ienough news to land on The New
York Times front page, Rabbi Sher-
er testified in Washington in favor of gov-
ernment aid to non-public schools. As
others have commented, his testimony
was the first step toward yeshiva students
receiving many millions of deserved dol-
lars in federal aid. But at the time, Rabbi
Aharon Kotler, 7'¥1, saw it in an even
more significant light. He told Rabbi
Sherer on his return from Washington
that he had removed a serious flek (stain)
from the Jewish community. No fonger,
he asserted, will people be able to say that
“the Catholics are for religious education
and the Jews are against it” To Reb
Aharon, removing the chillul Hashem of
the public perception that Jews were no
longer the “People of the Book,” but had
become the “Secular Liberal Establish-
ment,” was an even more serious mat-
ter than any benefits that might be
attained for the yeshiva community.
This is equally true in the arena of
social issues. There has been much
debate as to whether Agudath Israel of
America belongs in the fray when sec-
ular groups fight for causes like the legal-
ization of abortion or “gay rights.” The
direct effect of such issues on our com-
munity is minimal. Others argue that the
government is the greatest teacher, and
legislation that contradicts Torah teach-
ings is harmful to the chinuch of owr
children — and to ourselves. There does

President Lyndon B. Johnson congratulates Rabbi Sher-
er for his efforts on behalf of education; 1965

come a time, however, when all must
agree that, as limited as our resources
are, we must get involved. And that is
when someone misportrays the Torah
pasition.,

Thus, when a secular Jewish group
took out a full-page ad in The New York
Times and other publications making it
appear as if Judaism sanctioned abor-
tion on demand, and when a leading
Reform spokesperson threatened to
mobilize a million Reform Jews to
march on the streets in favor of “repro-
ductive freedony,” Rabbi Sherer taught
us that there was no question that it was
the responsibility of Agudath Israel of
America to set the record straight,

In fact, Rabbi Sherer’s steering of
Agudath Israel into the social services
area, he explained, was not simply
because we are obligated to do chessed.
It was also a part of what he called the
“ideology of action.” What can a young
man think of the Torah, he explained,
when he has to resort to the “Liberal
Jewish Establishment” to train for a
career? If Torah 1s to be a true way of hife,
then the Torah community must pro-
vide the answers and the help needed at
all phases of a person’s life, providing
solutions at every step.

His fight for the truth and the all-
encompassing nature of Torah is why he
cautioned us so often regarding the
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Rabbi Shmuel Bloom; 1969

responsibility that we at Agudath Israel
of America carry as trustees of tzedda-
ka dollars — even more so when we deal
with government funds. One misspent
dollar can cause not only the loss of such
funds for our chessed projects, but even
worse, chillul Hashewm, the antithesis of
Rabbi Sherer’s life-long work to project
the integrity of Torah. When an Ortho-
dox Jew was implicated in a scandal, it
was like a stab in his heart.

SUBSERVIENCE TO TORAH/
DEDICATION TO TRUTH

abbi Sherer’s ability, despite his
Rbriiliance and many years of

experience, to be completely sub-
servient to the decision of the Moetzes
Gedolei Ha'lorah also stemmed from his
dedication to the truth and the encom-
passing nature of Torah. He believed
be’emuna shleirma in the mission of Agu-
dath Israel that was declared in 1912 in
Katowicz: to solve all the problems of the
Jewish community in the spirit of
Torah. If the truth lies in the Torah, then

Af the 47th Anniversary Dinner: Reb Yosef Friedenson at the podium with Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, the Bostoner Rebbe, and

those who dedicate their lives to the
study of Torah are the ones who best
understand what Hashem wants from us
in any given situation. Whether the
question dealt with legislation or a polit-
ical situation, it was the Moetzes Gedolei
HaTorah who had the final word —
because that word reflected the truth of
Torah.

I remember one of many such
instances, when the Commissioner of

L E ¥ Health of New York State was
pressuring Agudath Israel to
support a “Health Proxy Law.”
The law was an important one
for the Orthodox communi-
ty because it would have
allowed us to appeint proxies
who could prevent autopsies
or non-halachic procedures
prior to or immediately after
death. Many askanim believed
that we should support this
bill, But there was a catch. For
those who were not religious,
the bill presented a grave
danger. A proxy would be
given the right to withhold
food, water and medicine
from a patient — in effect, the
right to commit euthanasia
under certain circumstances.
Could we support a bill that
could help our community,
but could also lead to
euthanasia? The Moetzes
Gedolei HaTorah decided that
we could not. Without the
slightest hesitation, Rabbi
Sherer sent word to the Commission-
er of Health that we would have to
oppose the bill,

Of all the many lessons that we must
learn from the life of Rabbi Sherer, per-
haps the most poignant is that we are
obligated to speak the truth of Torah
with dignity, with eloguence and with
integrity. And, surveying all that he
accomplished, we can feel hopeful, too,
that the world will listen. A TMorvr |

FaABBI MOSHE MARGOLIN
Menahel

How difficult it is to get accustomed to the thought of that great person,
Rabbi Moshe Sherer zt”l,

no longer being among the living.

His leadership and accomplishments in all communal matters
baomdim brumo sbel olam, are phenomenal.

He had a special love for Ezras Torah. At conventions he would
be extremely supportive of the fegacy and charge of the
Gdolim who founded that kedesh kedoshim of Teedokos,

M7 yiten lann t'muroso, Vel zichve baruch.

RABBI MENACHEM (GETTINGER

President
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It takes nearly 10 years and almost
half a million dollars to train the peo-
ple who work on your heart. But what
about the people who work on your
Neshoma - the Talmidei Chachomim
and potential Gedolei Hador who will
be shaping our Neshomos for genera-
tions to come?

Do they deserve any less?

It takes years to study, learn and
master the Shas adequately, but over
2000 students are devoting them-
selves to just that, thanks to Mifal
Hashas.

Mifal Hashas encourages the mastery
of "Gantz Shas" by administering
monthly written tests to committed
Talmudim worldwide. Whoever
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for that month, enabling him to put
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THE
MAN IN
THE
CORNER

Thousands of people remember Rabbi
Sherer ar the dais of an Agudah Dinner or
Convention, sitting erect, his attention
fixed on the speaker, his gaze taking in every
detail in the hall, his eyes darting to his stop
watch, his hand furtively jotting down a note
to the speaker, reminding him to mention
semeone or something —— or notifying him
delicately that he was running overtime. He
was the picture of dignity and respect. His
trademark mustache and rimless glasses had
become the symbol of a resplendent, ascen-
dant Torah Qrthodoxy, of dedication and
Kiddush Hashem.

Rabbi Nosson Scherman (who is a member of
the Editorial Board of The Jewish Observer} and
Rabbi Meir Zlotowitz are Co-General Editors of
Mesorah/Artscroll Publications.

SETTING A STANDARD OF EXCELILENCE

Rabbi No

DISCIPLE OF THE “EMESER AGUDIST”

abbi Yaakov Kaminetzky once
Rsaid that, of all the roshei hayeshi-

va, Rabbi Aharon Kotler was the
“emeser Agudist” “Then why didn’t he
educate his ralmidim to be confirmed
Agudists?” Reb Yaakov was asked.

He answered, “Reb Aharon felt that
the first priority for the survival of
American Jewry was to establish the
concept of pure, unadulterated Torah
study. His next step would have been
to train askanim, to teach his talmidim
how to be activists for Klal Yisroel, but
Hashem did not give him enough
years.”

But Reb Aharon did train at least
one falmid in how to serve the Jewish
people, in how to be a devoted and
effective Agudist, in how to devote
every fiber of his being to the needs of
the Jewish nation and individual Jew-
ish persons. He was a disciple who spoke
to Reb Aharon every day, often sever-
al times a day, for fifteen years, and
received the most intensive course
imaginable in how to put service over
self. That disciple was Rabbi Moshe
Sherer, and he carried out his mission
so well for half a century that he ranks
as one of the greatest lay leaders of
maodern times.

ssont Scherman and Rabbi Meir Zlotowitz

RECRUITMENT, GRATITUDE,
ENCOURAGEMENT

e first came to
Wknow him, each in
QU separate ways,

as an admired and revered
leader who went out of his
way to encourage talented
young people and inspire
them to serve Klal Yisroel,
whether professionally or as
dedicated volunteers. Any
number of accomplished
people — roshei hayeshiva,
rabbis, professionals, and
businessmen — devote
unbelievable gobs of time
and energy to Agudah, yeshi-
va and chessed causes, thanks
to the role model, inspira-
tion, prodding, encourage-
ment, and guidance of Rabbi Moshe
Sherer.

For countless people, a highlight of
their lives was a phone call or hand-
written note from him expressing his
gratitude or compliments for something
they had done. For one of us, it began
with effusive thanks for Zeirei Leaders’
Guides; for the other, it was for a slide
presentation for an Agudah Convention.
He would make an unexpected phone
call expressing admiration for an
ArtScroll sefer or to offer suggestions.
From his hospital bed during his final
illness, he strained himself to express his
thanks for a favor or his compliment for
a service rendered. Only a few days
before his petira, he sent a letter wish-
ing one of us mazal tov for his sor’s bar
mitzva,

When he heard that someone was
under fire, he would call with a good
word or advice. He always took the trou-
ble to write a note or a letter, exquisite-
ly phrased, in a beautifully chiseled
script, with never a grammatical or
spelling error. If the letter was typed, he
would dose it with a few handwritten
words. When you received a personal
note from him, you knew it was not
churned out by a computer program,
and you saved it to look at in hard times
or to show your children and grand-
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children. Who knows how many hun-
dreds of people went to their files dur-
ing the empty days when he was gone
to reread well-thumbed letters that
they had treasured for many years.

A TRUE ARTIST, BUF MUCH MORE

abbi Sherer had impeccable taste
Rand his appreciation for the

beauty and power of the written
word was extraordinary. He admired a
well designed and executed piece,
whether in prose or design, and took the
time to comment and make suggestions.
True, he was an artist and admired
artistry, but there was much more, He
was acutely aware that only by com-
bining its spiritual grandeur with an
attractive presentation could the Torah
world achieve maximum benefit for
kvod Shamayim. He was one of the first
to recognize the potential of an English-
language Torah literature, and when oth-
ers questioned the need for a Hebrew
version of the ArtScroll Talmud, he fore-

saw the need for it and predicted how °

|
True, he was an artist

and admired arfistry,
but there was much more.
He was acutely aware
that only by combining its
spiritual grandeur with an
altractive presentation
could the Torah world
achieve maximum benefit
for k'vod Shamayim

well it would be received.

He cared about people. He knew very
well that he electrified a room when he
walked in, that accomplished people

basked in his company and vied for his
attention and friendship. Nevertheless,
he shared himself generously with the
little people, the ones who might be
ignared by almost everyone else, and he
exerted himself to help, even if he had
to use up personal I0Us to do it. When
someone called him, he took the phone
or returned the call promptly. The
caller knew that he was taking Rabbi
Sherer away from something important
-~ there were no free minutes in his day
— but when he spoke to someone he
was entirely focused on that person’s
needs. At that moment, the caller’s prob-
lem was as important to him as to the
caller himself. When he heard about a
depressed teenager suffering from
Hodgkin’s disease, he sought him out
and told the boy about his own suc-
cessful bout with the malady. He called
him often with encouragement — and
demanded something in return: that the
youngster invite him to his wedding so
that they could dance together. And they
did. He was concerned that yeshiva stu-
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able to support themselves with digni-
ty, so COPE was created.

When Camp Agudah and Camp
Bnos became so well respected that every
bed could be filled with a full-paying
camper, he insisted that the liberal schol-
arship policy not be compromised.
When the yeshivos needed an accredi-
tation agency that would be accepted by
Washington and state capitals, he was
instrumental in establishing AARTS.
Most of the time he received no personal
credit for such feats, and often the Agu-
dah didn't either, but why should it mat-
ter? People were being helped and the
stature of the Torah community — and
k’vod Shamayim — would be enhanced,
and that was what counted.

IMPECCABLE — INSIDE AND OUT

any years ago, a New York
Mtabloid ran a front page story
one Friday afternoon accusing

Rabbi Sherer of being involved in a

headline scandal. That Shabboswas one |

of his worst. A few weeks later he
received a phone call from John Hess,
a highly regarded and much-feared
investigative reporter with The New York
Times. Hess had investigated the charge
and found it baseless. He called to tell
Rabbi Sherer that seldom in his jour-
nalistic career had he found a public fig-
ure with such an unimpeachable repu-
tation for honesty.

Rabbi Sherer’s personal example was
itself a lesson, He carried himself impec-
cably. His word was worth more than
most people’s notarized contracts, and it
was accepted without question wherev-
er he went. He was approachable. He
could have been a wealthy man, but
money mattered not at all to him; he was
a billionaire in service to Hasherriand His
people. When he made a family simcha,
he invited friends, not celebrities, and he
was not Moshe Sherer the international-
ly honored leader, but a father or grand-
father enjoying the company of peers,
even though most of them were literally
thrilled to be at the same event with him.
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He planned meticulously and taught
evervone who knew him that schedules
and other people’s time had to taken
seriously. Indeed, he introduced a new
concept to communal Orthodox life:
that a dinner had to start on time and
end on schedule. Rabbi Moshe Feinstein
used to be annoyed at gratuitous tardi-
ness, He would complain inwardly that
when two hundred people are kept wait-
ing for ten minutes, two thousand min-
utes are wasted. Rabbi Sherer treasured
minutes and would not waste them.
When he called a meeting, it started on
tirne. When he made an appointment,
he would be there. He used to say that
if people were courteous enough to be
prompt, why should they be kept wait-
ing for others who are less considerate?

i Thousands remember his announce-

ments at an Agudah Dinner that Birkas
Hamazen would be at 9:20. And the
guests knew that it might be at 9:19 or
even 9:21, but never at 9:30. When we
planned our own dinners for the Meso-
rah Heritage Foundation, he was always
the model. How would Rabbi Sherer do
ir? It was a warm feeling when he called
afterwards to compliment us on a well-

\ planned event,

BRILLIANT, AND ALWAYS PREPARED

e was a brilliant speaker, but he
H took the trouble to prepare. Not

only that, he showed everyone
he knew to weigh the effect of words and
measure their nuances carefully before
they were uttered. He had very strong
principles and minced no words when
he attacked policies that were contrary
to halacha and Daas Torah, but he took
pains to be sure that disagreements were
always over issues and principles, not
personalities. Klal Yisroel reaped bene-
fits from that avoidance of personal ran-
cor, because he was able to work with
people despite his clearly expressed
opposition to their policies.

During the decades when he taught
homiletics at Torah Vodaath, he often
gave this advice to his students: “When
you are giving a speech to try out for a
position, there will be an elderly man
with a komatz (a trimmed chin beard)
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somewhere in the shul, usually in one
of the rear corners. He is the mavin, the
talmid chachany the rest of the mem-
bership will defer to his judgment. He
is the one you have to impress.” The
remark was tongue in cheek, of course,
but the message was clear. “You are not
speaking to a mirror. You job is to deliv-
er the message of Torah and you must
do it in a way that will be heard and
respected, Otherwise you will have
failed.” That was but one of his many,
many lessons. It was a lesson we took to
heart. Very often, a page or an ad or a
presentation would be reviewed and
someone would ask how Rabbi Sherer
would react to it or how he would have
done it. He was our critical mavin, the
“man in the corner,” as he was for count-
less people who owe much of their
growth to him.

The Imrei Emes said of his father, the
Sfas Emes, that he had arichas yamim
(even though he was not yet sixty when
he died) because he made full use of
every minute of every day. Rabbi Moshe
Sherer, too, had arichas yamim. He left

people are 1mportant———bo

patients who must
cope with a terminal illness and families that
must cope with the situation. Our skilled profes-
sionals place a special emphasis on making
patients more comfortable and improving their
quality of life, all with an understanding of the
sanctity of Torah values. Patients may direct
their own level of care based on their individual
beliefs and needs. And when issues arise that
require consultation with a trustworthy posek,
our halachic advisor, Rav Meyer Scheinberg, is on -
call to assist with any questions that may arise.

+  THEJEWISH HOSPICE OF GREATER NEW YORK

much undone, because he was always
defining new horizons and greater
goals, but his accomplishment on behalf
of Klal Yisroel, Agudath Yisroel, and Reb
Yisroel are incalculable. And the seeds he
planted will continue to thrive long
beyond our lifetimes.

hat Rabbi Moshe Sherer was a

I giant has been declared by friend
and foe, That he leaves a gaping
vacuum will be felt more and more as
the aching weeks and months go by, Let
us not forget, however, that he left a lega-
cy, too — a legacy of how to lead and
how to serve, of unimpeachable integri-
ty, of awareness that we have a wider
audience than our own friends and col-
leagues, that the image we project can
influence people to honor the Torah and
its Giver — or chalilla vice-versa. He was
a the generation’s prime instructor —
Rosh Yeshiva, if you will —in k'vod
Shamayim and kK'vod habri’os. Now it is
for us to remember his shiurism and
make them live on. That will be his
greatest monument. n
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A Great
Leader..

t is not my objective to quantify the
Ienormous accomplishments of

Rabbi Moshe Sherer »31, whose life’s
work made an extraordinary difference
for the current and future generations.
1 will leave that for the historians and
writers, These lines are intended to relate
some of the important lessons that he
taught me during the eighteen years that
I had the zechus of working alongside
him — lessons we must treasure and
reinforce as we face the reality of car-
rying on without his guidance.

DECISION MAKING —
WITH A LONG-TERM PERSPECTIVE

abbi Sherer had a remarkable
Rafbility to assess the future rami-

ications of actions taken or
decisions made on any given day. He
never succumbed to the attraction of
short-term success at the expense of
long-term failure. Every decision had to
be weighed with respect to its possible
effects many years — even decades —
down the road.

The key element in Rabbi Sherer’s
decision making was daas Torah. He
thus sought out the advice of Gedolei
Torah on every subject, even in areas that
others would consider mundane. There
was no subject of substance that he
regarded himself to be sufficiently
expert in, to make decisions without the
advice of Gedolim.

But Rabbi Sherer took the meaning
of the Mishna in Avos, “Who 1s wise? He
who learns from every person” to
another plateau. He would regularly
consult with his staff on various orga-
nizational and policy matters. Although

Rabbi Shiomo Gertzulin is the Vice-President and
Comptrolier of Agudath Israel of America.

SETTING A STANDARD OF EXCELLENCE

Rabbi Sherer had a
remarkable ability to
assess the future
ramifications of actions
taken or decisions made
on any given day.

he had many more decades of expertise
in dealing with almost any issue under
consideration, he always involved oth-
ers in the decision-making process. In
fact, on numerous situations a meeting
began with him thinking one way, but
concluded with a different strategy
after our brain-storming sessions.

CONSTRUCTIVE ADVICE... AND
BUILDING A “TEAM”

abbi Sherer had yet another pur-
R%ose in seeking out our opinions,
e was a firm believer in encour-

aging others to develop to their maxi-
mum capacity. He wanted to make us
feel important, that our thoughts were
valued, that our efforts were appreciat-
ed. As younger colleagues, we were
hearfened and inspired by the confi-

| Rbi hlomo Gertzulin

A Master
Teacher

dence he placed in us. Sure, we made
mistakes, but Rabbi Sherer assured us
that it was all part of the learning
process, as he encouraged us with his
constructive comments, and shared
with us his experience and wisdom.

I treasure a letter he wrote me in
1977, after I completed a project as a vol-
unteer in the days preceding the formal
establishment of Agudath Israel’s Office
of Government Affairs, wherein he
expresses his deep appreciation for my
efforts and urges that we work “togeth-
er” for the continued growth and devel-
opment of the Agudah as the “central
address” for a dynamic Orthodoxy.

Rabbi Sherer also taught us never to
faunch any activity or mission with less
than 100% effort, adding that we could
not succeed unless we were determined
to act “like our life depended on it” Fre-
guently, when it seemed inconceivable
to do all that needed to be done, Rabbi
Sherer coached us on — giving us the
confidence to move ahead despite the
numerous impediments that would lie
in our path. Rabbi Sherer’s participation
in the recent Am Echad mission to Eretz
Yisroel, which he regarded as vital for the
future of Yahadus Hachareidis in the
Holy Land, is certainly a case in point.
Similarly, just a few months ago when
he realized how grave the situation was
with regard to the swelling number of
out-of-school youth, he encouraged
the founding of Project Y.E.S. with that
same vigor and tenacity others would
aspire to have in the prime of their life.

THE CAPTAIN’S EYES:
CONSTANTLY ON HIS MISSION

“Woe to the generation that loses its
leader, woe to the ship that loses its cap-
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tain.” ( Babba Basra) Beyond the loss of
the leader, the lament bemoans the loss
of the captain, for while a leader of a
generation is available for consultation
when asked, a ship’s captain keeps his
eves trained on the sea at all times, If
not, the results could be devastating,.
abbi Sherer was every inch a cap-
Kain, and a very demanding one
t that. His standards were high
and very exacting, for he knew that kvod
Shamayim was at stake in everything
that we did. The eves of the world were
upon our movement, with many wait-
ing for the misstep that would then jus-
tify an offensive against our broad
coalition of Torah Jews led by Gedolei
Yisroel. Thus, Rabbi Sherer always
inspired us to strive for perfection.
Mediocrity and complacency were
not in his lexicon. In the planning stages
for the Tenth Siyum HaShas of Daf Yorni
last Ellul, Rabbi Sherer meticulously nav-
igated the ship despite the many chal-
lenges confronted along the way to the
culmination of this unprecedented kid-
dush Hashem. The same can be said with
regard to the standards that he set for
this magazine, the Orthodox Jewish
Archives, Agudah’s Government Affairs
Offices in New York and Washington,
the Camps Division, our activities for
vouth and senior citizens, and so many
other activities initiated by the Ameri-
can Agudah during the more than fifty
years of his stewardship.

PROJECTING A POSITIVE IMAGE

he image of Torah and authentic
I Yiddishkeit conveyed to the non-
Torah world, even the non-Jew-
ish world, meant very much to Rabbi
Sherer. While it is widely known that he
was a master at public relations, few
understood how intensely he was
involved in the intricate details and “fine
print” of public statements, advertise-
ments, and publications issued by the
Agudah. Often he would point out flaws
or omissions that we only then realized
could have been misconstrued or mis-
interpreted, possibly with embarrassing
or damaging consequences.
Agudath Israel, as the projector of the

Torah perspective on so may crucial
issuees, also had to have an impressive
image. When Rabbi Sherer asked me to
coordinate the move of the Agudah
headquarters from 5 Beekman Street to
84 William Street, in 1986, his directions
were clear and unambiguous. Our new
offices, while not pretentious, were to be
tastefully constructed so as to impress
the many public officials and business
leaders who routinely visit our head-
quarters. They, as well as others, should

It h

The Shalom Task Force
Abuse Hotline is endorsed by
leading Orthodox Rabbonim.

Confidential Hotline

Do it for yourself.
Do it for your children.

. leave our offices impressed with the pro-

fessionalism of our operation — on a
level on par with those in the secular
world. Towards this end, he also encour-
aged our investment in the most up-to-
date equipment so that our activities on
behalf of the kfaf would be accomplished
in a most effective manner,

It was not just the grand and excit-
ing items that drew Rabbi Sherer’s
attention. He would frequently rerind
us to never loose sight of the packim

Mozeson/Malinowskt Advertising (241) 801-0101

-
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Rabhi Sherer addresses the 75th Anniversary Dinner of Agudarh Israel of America, the very last Agudah dinner

he attended; 1997

ketanim, the “small jugs” He would
reiate how the giant oak trees of South-
ern California were not ravaged by hur-
ricanes or earthquakes. Rather, small
beetles ate at the tree bark to ultimate-
ly destroy these majestic trees. Similar-
ly, he reminded us not to overlook dot-

@y 3y ({9 J 1}

ting the “i's” and crossing the “t's.
DEEP LOYALTY
oyalty to friends and staff was
LRabbi Sherer’s hallmark. On a Fri-
day afternoon some fifteen years
ago, Rabbi Sherer entered my office and

A ser of two cassette tapes of the
asifa Pmaan chizuk haTovab
{21 Iyar, 5758 / May 21, 1998)
with the participation of
HoRav Aaron Leib Steinman and the
Gerrer Rebbe, are now avatlable.

Send $11 {includes postage) to:
Agudath Israel of America
Tapes Department
84 William Strect, 12th floor
New York, NY 10038
For move info call

(212) 797-9000 cxs. 41.

declared that he had a grievance against
me. He had heard that | was encoun-
tering difficulty in resolving a person-
al issue, and that I had not approached
him for assistance. When [ responded
that I did not deem it proper to impose
upon him with a non-substantive mat-
ter, he remarked: “Mein kindt (my
child), do you realize how many indi-
viduals call me at all hours of the day
and night for this and that...? | have
already taken care of your matter, and
it is fully resolved.”

Indeed, upon arriving home that very
erev Shabbos, my wife informed me that

SEEKING A MAN
OF ACTION FOR
nivay nbxn

AN OUTREACH AND RESCUE
CENTER iN [SRAEL 18
INTERVIEWING CANDIDATES

FOR PART TIME FUNDRAISING

MUST UIVF IN OR NFAR N.Y.
METRO AREA

FOR INFO, CALL OR FAX
(1 [sraiL) (08) 974-0084

I had already received a phone call
regarding the successful conclusion of
the matter at hand. Tlater discovered that
as soon as this subject was brought to
Rabbi Sherer’s attention, he instantly
jumped into action.

THE FOURTH CHILD...

he above incdent also confirmed
I to me that when Rabbi Sherer
professed that he had four chil-
dren, the fourth being Agudath Israel,
he meant not only the organization, but
also those of us who were fortunate to
be on his team, He participated at staff
simchos and sorrows, and joined in our
triumphs and, rachmona litzlan, our
tragedies as if they were his own.
Chazal tell us that “The righteous are
more prominent in death than they were
during their lifetime.” But this can only
happen if those who live on after them
abide by their teachings and build
upon their achievements. We, the stu-
dents of Rabbi Sherer in the realm of
askonus, shtadlonus, and avodas haklal,
can and must make this happen.

KEEPING ALIVE THE SACRED TRUST

Rabbi Sherer taught us was never

to loose sight of our fundamen-
tal objective. Agudath Israel, he would
say again and again, was #of just an orga-
nization that provided myriad services
to the community. Rather, it was a
movement founded by the Gedolei Yis-
roel of the previous generations to
bring Torah Jews together under a
common banner, in order to confront
all issues that affect us as individuals and
as a people, Bderech HaTorah.

When, several years ago, he coined the
phrase “Keepers of the Sacred Trust,” we
were not sufficiently perceptive to com-
prehend its relevance. We who have been
left to carry on Rabbi Sherer’s life work
must concentrate on this slogan and
assimilate it into our daily activities. For
indeed, Rabbi Sherer has left to us a hal-
lowed legacy which Klal Yisroel must
guard and persevere in benefitting from,
ad bi'gs go'el tzeddek. n

P erhaps the most important lesson
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The Hardest Job In The World
Just Got A Little Easier

Introducing

The new ten-tape workshop series to help you find
and nurture the best in yourself and your children

If you missed the phenomenally
popular Parenting Workshops recently
given in Brooklyn by Rabbi Yakov
Horowitz, Menahel of Yeshiva Darchei
Noam of Monsey and Director of Agudath
Israel's Project YE.S., do not despair! You
can listen and learn in the comfort and
convenience of your home or car!

More than 250 parents who attended
these workshops came away with
renewed conmunitment 1o meeting today’s
parenting challenges, as well as with
insights, skills and motivation for
building a truly satisfying and mean-
ingful relationship with each of their
children.

If trust, mutual respect, effective
communication and self-esteem—irom
a Torah perspective—are qualities you are
striving to build in your children, these
tapes are for you!

oTape 1: Giving Your Children Constructive criticiem
o Tape 2: Spending Quality Time with Your Children
s Tape 3: Effective Chazorah and Homework Technigues

s Tape 4: Minimizing the influenice of Secular Socigty on
Your Hotme

«» Tape B: Assisting an Underachieving Child in School
and at Home

» Tape ©: Dealing with Your Restless Child

e Tape 7: Your Child's Teenage Years: Some Do's
and Don't's

» Tape &: Dealing with An At-Risk Teenager

» Tape 9: Shalom Bayis: Making Your Home Your
Child’s Haven

« Tape 10: AnExtended Question and Answer Session

UYES! | want to realize my parenting potential!
PLEASE SEND ME THE FOLLOWING TAPES:

L1 Comnlete Workshop Series {10 Tape Set in a beautifui case)

Single Tapes: D1 w2 U#3 Usd D Wse O#7 Oxs Uss 210

PAYMENT:

___ Complete Workshop Series @ $65.00 s $4S&H) ___ Tapes @ $7.00 (S&H31.50)

Phone
Address City/State/Zip

Total enclosed § . Please make checks payable to: Yeshiva Barchet Noam

Bill my credit card (U Visa LI MC Card #
Phone/Fax Orders (Credit card only): Tel: 9143527100 « Fax: 914-362-1420

Mail to: Mrs. Simone Goldstein « & Glen Brook Road » Monsey, New Yark 10952

Name

Bxp.___

Jo/6

All proceeds to benefit Yeshiva Parchei Noam of Monsey Noam ﬂ
7 . 3
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here was almost a surreal feeling !
i in the nearly deserted Ballroom of

the New York Hilton as Rabbi
Shmuel Bloom met with the staff of Agu-
dath Israel after the 76th Annuat Dinner
to plan for the levaya (funeral} of Rabbi
Sherer. Exhausted from the demands of
the dinner, and emotionally drained from
the crushing blow of Rabbi Sherer’s peti-
ra {passing) only hours earlier, the staff
set aside their emnotions and focused on
the countless details necessary to insure
that the levaya would proceed in an
orderly fashion.

The staff, For the past few months, |
have been privileged to be part of this
illustrious group of multi-talented men
and women handpicked by Rabbi Sher-
er to serve the klal in such a dignified
manner. I sat quietly throughout the
meeting, watching as every one of the
myriad details of the levaya was
dicussed. How ironic it was that the well-
oiled machine that — under the watch-
ful eye of Rabbi Sherer — produced so
many events that created such Kvod
Shamayim, would now be engaged to
provide the kavod acharon for him.

Throughout the meeting, [ watched as
members of the staff would pause for a
moment, as if to step back and reflect on

Rabbi Horowitz, director of Project Y.E,S., was
last represented in these pages with “A Pound of
Cure,” April '97.

SETTING A STANDARD OF EXCELLENCE

Bost-Dinner meeting: Planning for the Levaya

the petira of Rabbi Sherer. A soft krechtz
would escape, and then the thought,“We
have a job to do” would clearly come to
mind, and the person would plunge back
i to the work at hand.

lthaugh most of the others had
Aspent many vyears or even
decades with Rabbi Sherer, and
quite literally felt as if their father had
passed away, I felt a different sense of
Iass. I was envious of the others for hav-
ing had the shimmush (training) from
Rabbi Sherer that was so evident in
everything that they do. Having been
recently appointed to head a new
endeavor that is rich with so much
promise and fraught with so much dan-
ger, [ felt almost cheated at the thought
of not having his guidance.
A story I had heard years ago came
to mind.

Approximately forty years ago, an
esteerned member of the Yerushalmi
kehilla was on his deathbed. His entire
extended family surrounded him as the
end came closer. Knowing that he had
moments to live, he turned to his chil-
dren and remarked that there are
many thoughts that he would like to
share with them, but, “Ich hub moirah
fun p'nyos.” (Hewas concerned that it
would be a smattering of boastfulness
for him to assume that he was in a posi-

Rabb Yakov Horowitz

tion to give direction to others.) He
recited the She’ma, and passed from this
world without sharing his thoughts
with anyone.

His children were inconsolable at
their lost opportunity to hear the
thoughts and guidance that their father
had initially wanted to share with them.
When Reb Shmuel Shapivo 7', one of
the elders of the kehilla, came to be
menachem avel, one of the sons
expressed his feelings of grief to Reb
Shmuel. Reb Shmuel was silent for a
moment, He then softly said in Yiddish,
“But he did give you hadrocha, He
taught you the importance of con-
ducting yourself with tzenius and
humility.”

I had received my guidance all right
— covertly and overtly. | wasn’t paying
enough attention.

y training began on my first
Mday in 84 William Street with
a two-hour meeting with

Rabbi Shmuel Bloom, as he — with
great passion — outlined the ideals and
goals of Agudath Israel. “People don’t
fully understand the goal of Reb Meir
Shapiro with the Daf Hayomi. It was not
just a program to spread lmud haTorah.
It was the best way to unite Klal Yisroel.
That is the mission of Agudath Israel”
Rabbi Sherer dropped in for a few
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minutes to wish me
mazel. He returned a few
moments later with a
beautifully-inscribed
copy of Against All
Odds. “Read it careful-
ly, Reb Yakov,” he said.
“and learn about
Agudath Israel” He
spoke to me for a
few moments. As
he stood up to
leave the room, he
placed a hand on my shoul-
der, and said, “As a rebbi, you were able
to touch 25 lives a year — perhaps 1000
lives over your teaching career. Working
for Agudath Israel, you can help all of
Klal Yisroel. 1 trust that you can meet that
challenge”

Throughout my first few months with

Agudath Israei,
1 was initiated
into the philoso-
phy of The Agudah
Movement e
commitment  to
helping fellow Yid-
den, fidelity to Gedolei
Torah, and the incred-
ible sense of achdus
and backing from the
entire staff and the
baalei battim - the lay
people who are the back-
bone of the organization.
My personal fzavaa
would come several months later.

Two weeks before the petira of Rabbi
Sherer, I got a call from his personal sec-
retary regarding an ad for the Project
Y.E.S. parenting workshops that

To help harness the enormous spirit
reverberating throughout the Americas
in the wake of the historic Tenth Siyum
HaShas of the Daf Yomi, Agudath israel
of America’s Daf Yomi Commission
reminds the public that...

* If you require assistance in the forma-
tion of a new Daf Yomi group and/or
are in need of a qualified maggid shiur,
the Daf Yomi Commission can help.

For a laminated book-mark with a 18-
month Daf Yomi calendar, free of
charge, our office can be written or
faxed. A 32-page seven-year calendar
is also avaitabile, for a handling charge
of $2.00 each,

if you are aware of a new Daf Yomi
shiur, please contact us for a Shiur
Registration Form, so that it can be
included in the new edition of the North
American Directory of Daf Yomi
Shiurim presently under preparation.

in the meantime, copies of the 1996
Directory — though it does not fist the
myriad new groups established since
the Siyum — are still available.

You can also send for a free Directory
of Daf Yomi Services, outiining the var-
ious programs and assistance avail-
able to participants in limud Daf Yomi.

. Just write, fax or phone:

DAF YOMI COMMISSION /7 AGUDATH ISRAEL OF AMERICA
84 Willlam Street, New York, NY 10038

{(212) 797-9000 ext. 56 FAX (212)269-2843

appeared in the Yated Ne'eman that
week. “Rabbi Sherer asked you to please
make the following corrections to the ad
before you run it again,” she said.

[1.] “You did not include cross
streets in the ad. [It read that the sessions
will be conducted at Rabbi Reisman’s
shul — 2122 Ave S8.] It should include
the cross streets (1.e. between E. 21st and
E. 22nd streets). People who don't live
in Flatbush may not know exactly
where the shul is located.

[2.] “The ad read, ‘Rabbi Horowitz
has been conducting parenting ses-
stons...over the past few vears) If my
memory is correct, your first major pub-
lic address was at the 1996 [Agudath
{srael Nationall Convention. That
means you probably weren't doing
much public speaking until then.

“Take out the word “few’ — it should
sav ‘over the past years.

[3.] “At the bottom of the ad there
was a note stating that ‘all proceeds
(there was an entrance fee of $10-per
couple) will benefit Project Y.E.S]

“Add the word exclusively) Since all
the money is going to the Agudah, it
should staze that fact clearly”

She paused for a moment, and
added, “Rabbi Sherer asked me to tell
you that Agudath Israel is the organi-
zation that it is, because he personally
checked every ad and every letter that
we sent out for the past fifty vears”

In one minute, I got my orders that
would have to last for a lifetime. Guide
people as much as vou possibly can.
Examine every word you speak or write
for absolute honesty. And above all, be
forthright about every peruta of niamon
hekdesh.

My first reaction was one of great
simcha, Having heard how deathly ill
Rabbi Sherer was, [ mistakenly took that
phone call to be a sign that he was feel-
ing better. I turned on my computer,
typed a short memo, and faxed it to
Rabbi Sherer’s home. I thanked him for
the corrections, and then added a post-
script. “Let me join Klal Yisroel in
wishing you a refua sheleima. May we be
zoicha to have your eina pekicha {watch-
ful eve) biz a hundret un tzvantzik.”

Lo zachinu. Lo zachinu... =

56

The Jewish Observer, Summer 1998



His AGENDA: SERVICE TO KLAL YISROEL

PERSONAL REFLECTIONS ON WORKING

WITH RABBI SHERER

Based on a hesped by Rabbi

Herman N, Neuberger,

Prepared for publication by Rabbi

Sheﬁe[ Neuberger

GROWING IN ASKANUS

abbi Moshe Sherer and [ were
Rprivifeged as bachurim to be

talmidim of the Rosh Yeshiva of
Ner Yisroel, Rabbi Yaakov Yitzchak
Halevi Ruderman, Y"1, We both were
imbued by the Rosh HaYeshiva with the
importance of devoting ourselves to the
learning of Torah and the service of Klal,
and encouraged by him to act on this
directive,

When Reb Moshe left the Yeshiva, he
was fully committed to seeking a rab-
binic opening. After several months of
fruitless search for an adequate position,
he agreed to assume temporarily the
Directorship of Zeirel Agudath Israel
until he could find a suitable pulpit. Lit-
tle did he realize that the Hashgacha had
other plans for him.

gives a special beracha to the
PIANT AN 173 PO — the one

who gives of himself with devotion and
dedication to the needs of the Klal. The
life and career of Rabbi Moshe Sherer
937 is fully deserving of this appellation.
To fully appreciate the wonderful
Rabbi Herman Naftoli Neuberger, president of
Yeshiva Ner Israel, in Baitimore, is a leading fig-
ure in communat aftairs on both the national and
internationat sceize. Rabbi Sheftel Neuberger is

a member of the teaching and administrative
staffs of Yeshiva Ner Israel,

Every Shabbos, all of Klal Yisroel

resource that Reb

Moshe was for the

Torah communi-

ty, it Is necessary to

define the four

aspects of this title.

What is the mean-

ing of askanus —

comimunal service?
How do we delineate tzerachim --—
needs? In what manner do we circum-
scribe fzibbur — community? What is the
definition of emuna — trust?

Park Succe; 1992

ASKANUS — COMMUNAL SERVICE -
TO MEET THE PRESSING NEEDS

seik...Dedicated communal ser-
Ovice is the life blood of our peo-
plehood. It requires selfless
devotion with total negation of personat
needs. Politicians in Washington,
Albany, and New York City remarked on
many occasions how impressed they
were that Rabbi Sherer never asked for
anything personal. His devotion to his
communal responsibilities was thor-
oughly focused, never compromised by
any personal agenda.

Merubim tzorchei amcha. The needs
of our people are always great, even over-
whelming. Those in a position of lead-
ership must define and select which issues
to devote the limited resources of time
and energy at one’s command. In con-

Rabbi Sherer and Senator Joseph Lieberman of Connecticut share @ word int a Boro

sultation with and under the leadership
of our Gedolei HaTorah, Rabbi Sherer was
able to make those difficult and critical
decistons. He would then focus his tal-
ents on implementing the necessary
actions to deal with the issue at hand.

THE TZIBBUR OF HIS BENEFICIARIES

zibbur: Rabbi Sherer was most

1 talented at motivating others
and organizing their efforts. He

was able to attract high caliber profes-
sionals and dedicated laymen as he nur-
tured and developed the growth and
expansion of Agudath Israel of Amer-
ica into the organization that has
achieved recognition as the most
important representative body of the
Torah community. Reb Moshe devot-
ed much effort to include under the
umbrella of Agudath Israel as much of
the Torah community as possible,
Even those groups that, for various rea-
sons, would not directly affiliate with
Agudath Israel, were beneficiaries of
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Rabbi Sherer’s activities. They never
hesitated to call upon him when the
need arose.

The large number of obituaries that
appeared in The New York Times over
the signature of many varied Jewish
organizations, as well as the laudatory
editorials that appeared in the Anglo-
Jewish press, attest to the high esteem
that all sectors of the Jewish commu-
nity accorded Rabbi Sherer and his
community under the umbrella of
Agudath Israel.

THE EMUNA FACTOR

'emuna: Among his many
Bchomplishments are many
extraordinary issues of such sen-
sitivity that they could not become
known publicly, especially catastrophes
that were circumvented because of his
intercession. They also included life-
and-death issues that required very
private diplomatic interventions, as
well as politically sensitive activities that
were undertaken with the understand-

Applications for Junlor High (7-8) and High School
(9-12) for V1N are now being accepted
For registration information call (718) 837 3100

. D”VD]TN;‘.J}W .
Tiferes Miriam
High School for Girls

6510 17th Avenue « Brooklyn, NY

Tiferes Miviam offers an unprecedented opportunity
for givls seeking an allernative approach to education

ing that they would never become part
of the public record. The credit Reb
Moshe fully deserves for these initiatives
will remain known only to the partici-
pants and the One Above.

Rabbi Sherer’s widely recognized
discretion helped him create refation-
ships with political leaders on the local,
state, national and international level. He
encouraged many young Agudah
activists to become politically involved.
Some achieved positions of influence
and power that were used for the ben-
efit of our community. He fully under-
stood the need for creating lines of com-
munication with the other faith
communities so that their cooperation
could be enlisted when issues of mutu-
al concern arose,

e (Over the years, | had the privilege
of working with Reb Moshe on many
such issues. His connections with
important figures in the government’s
educational establishment were crucial
to the creation of an accrediting agency
for yeshivos. The prevailing sentiment in
the Office of Education, at that time, was
to recognize for the purpose of Title IV
eligibility, only those institutions of
higher learning that would meet the
requirements of existing accrediting
agencies, and the syllabus of the yeshiv-
os did not fit the template of those agen-
cies. It was necessary to convince the
government officials of the effectiveness
of yeshivos as institutions of quality
higher learning and to convince them
that the existing accrediting agencies
were incapable of properly evaluating
yeshivos. Rabbi Sherer’s relationship
with a Dr. Halperin together with his
congressional connections were crucial
in winning approval from the Office of
Education for a commission to evalu-
ate the situation. He was very instru-
mental in funding this commission as
well as obtaining the proper academic
personalities whose opintons would be
acceptable to the government. Whenever
the behind-the-scenes working com-
mittee came to its conclusions, Rabbi
Sherer invariably carried the decisions
to fruition. The commission’s recom-
mendation was accepted by the gov-
ernment, and the Association of

58

The lewish Observer, Summer 1998



/\/\Qn\/ of these issues, as well as myriad

others, were undertaken successfully with
the full understanding that they cannot be exposed
in the public arena. Reb Moshe carried them out
lovingly for the sake of the Klal—be‘emuna, with

Advanced Rabbinical and Talmudic
Schools was established to accredit
yeshivos,

These efforts were carried out with
the full understanding that AARTS was
to accredit all yeshivos — Litvish, Chas-
sidic or Sefardic ~- irrespective of their
affiliation with Agudah. The result of
this unsung effort on the part of Rabbi
Sherer is that students attending our
mosdos (institutions of advanced Tal-
mudic study) became eligible for student
financial aid. Currently, millions of
dollars of educational support flow to
yeshiva bachurim and Kollel avreichim
each year.

o When the draft deferment for
divinity students came under attack in
Congress, some twenty years ago, it was
necessary to create a task force to lobby
key Senators and Congressmen. It was
also important that the delegation vis-
iting each legislator include two non-
Jewish clergy along with a rabbi so that
it not be perceived as a Jewish issue.

the trust that the
organizational
need for publicity
remain subservient
to the needs of our
people that cre
paramount.

Mecting with a family released front
Syria with the help of Agudati Israel: 1992

Rabbi Sherer’s connections in Congress
and with other faith groups were most
important in the successful battle to
retain this deferment.

¢ A similar relationship with an
important congressional leader enabled
us to save many young Iranians who
have since become bnei Torah and
tafmidei chacharmin:

During the years following the Iran-
ian Revolution, it became increasingly
dangerous for young Jewish Iranians to
remain at home. They were being con-
scripted and sent immediately to the
front as cannon fodder in Iran’s pro-
tracted war with Iraq. A possibility arose
whereby youngsters could be smuggled
across the border with Turkey. It was
necessary to arrange that the Turkish
authorities not interfere with this oper-
ation by returning the refugees to Iran.

Rabbi Sherer had an especially close
relationship with Congressman Steven
Solarz (Brooklyn), who was Chairman
of a Sub-Committee on Foreign Oper-

ations, Rabbi Sherer asked Mr. Solarz to
obtain an appointment for us with the
Turkish Ambassador, and to accompa-
ny us to a meeting to discuss this issue.
The Turkish Ambassador not only
granted the appointment, but was even
willing to come to us for the meeting.
The Ambassador agreed that if we
could insure that only qualified refugees
were included in our operation, it
could continue. Thanks to the inter-
vention of Congressman Solarz, this
program continued for almost four
years. The lines of communication
with the Turkish Embassy were most
helpful in dealing with snags that would
occur from time to time.

The refugees who would arrive in
Vienna would have to remain there for
between six and nine months until they
could obtain their papers as refugees and
be brought to the United States. The
Joint Distribution Committee (JDC)
was willing to provide for their physi-
cal needs. Who, however, would care for
their spiritual needs? Rabbi Sherer
organized a meeting of European and
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shiur at 84

Willins Streer
headqguarters,
with Rabbi
Dovid Fein-
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and Rabbi
Elimelech
Bluth; 1990
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| American Agudah leaders for the pur-

pose of creating a spiritual support sys-
tem for these Iranian refugees awaiting
relocation. He was most instrumental in
mobilizing a group of young askanim
(activists), forming the Iranian Rescue
Committee, which succeeded in raising,
without publicity or fanfare, close to $2
million. This was used to purchase a
building to house these refugees in a
proper environment, where they could
be provided with kosher food, and to
host a facility where they could study
Torah. The boys were being prepared to
be able to join a yeshiva once they
received their papers to come to the
United States.

It was imperative that this entire
operation be done without publicity, as
we did not want to call this operation
to the attention of the Austrian author-
ities.

Many of these issues, as well as myr-
iad others, were undertaken success-
fully with the full understanding that
they cannot be exposed in the public
arena. Reb Moshe carried them out
lovingty for the sake of the Klal—be'e-
muna, with the trust that the organi-
zational need for publicity remain sub-
servient to the needs of our people that
arc paramount.

HIS LEGACY

eb Moshe is truly irreplaceable.
R\Ne will all miss his counsel, lead-
ership and, above all, his initia-
tive. He was not only a reactive person.
He was forward thinking, constantly for-
mulating new ideas and programs, as
well as constantly forging important
relationships and creating avenues of
communication so that when the need
to act would arise, a way to deal with the
problem would already be in place.
He trained a wonderful staff and
imbued them fully with the commit-
ment and devotion to his legacy. We are
confident that collectively the staff of
Agudath Israel will carry forward in its
role as a unifying and dedicated force,
representing the needs of Torah Yid-
dishkeit and projecting its strength and
beauty. n

80
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Menachem Lubinsky

RABBI MOSHE
SHERER 9”1

A Life Of..
Is It Good For The Jews?

e sat exhausted on the shuttle
H flight back to New York, We had
experienced a grueling, whirl-

wind day of meetings at the White
House and the U.S. Congress. With
Ronald Reagan in the White House since
1980, the climate had significantly
changed in our favor. These past three
years, we found support for many of
Agudath Israel’s positions, such as
tuition tax credits and our stand against
abortion. I had been traveling regular-
ly to Washington to represent Agudath
Israel of America, and felt that it was
time to bring in the heavy artillery:
Rabbi Moshe Sherer. To make maxi-
mum use of his presence, I arranged for
more than a dozen meetings in one day.
No sooner had one appointment con-
cluded than we were running through
the Capitol for our next rendezvous.

On the return flight, I attempted to
assess the results of the tiring day. “It was
a good day for Agudath Israel,” [ ventured.

Rabbi Sherer, deeply engrossed in
thought, finally said: “Menachem, is it
good for the Jews?”

“Well, of course,” I answered.

And that closed the discussion.

Menachem Lubinsky worked with Rabbi Sher-

. er for 13 years, 1971-1984, in various capacities,
including Vice-President of Government and
Public Affairs of Agudath Israel. He is current-
ly president of his own marketing firm, and a
Vice-President of Agudath Israel. Some of his arti-
cles have appeared previously in issues of The few-
ish Observer.

Yosef Mendelavich, prisoner of conscience, upon his release from the Soviet prison,
greeted by Rabbi Sherer and Rabbi Shneur Kotler, >3r at the Agudah dinner; 1981

AN ON-GOING MANDATE

y recollections of Rabbi Sher-
M er as the shtadlan of the Torah

world always reverts to his
“measuring rod” of, in the long run: “Is
it good for the Jews?” Shortly after 1
joined the staft of Agudath Israel in
1971, I'heard him draw on Mordechai’s
role in Meyillas Esther to project his con-
cept of a shtadlan.

On the verse, “And Mordechai was
sitting in the king’s gate,” Rabbi Sher-
er homiletically offered: “It does not
say that he sat, in the past tense, as
would have been proper,” he pointed
out. “Rather, the Megilla uses the pre-
sent ‘sitting, implying an ongoing
involvement. Mordechai does not wait
for a crisis for him to go to the king’s
gate. He is alert to any and ali devel-
opments that may have any ramifica-
tions for the Jews. He establishes rela-
tionships with ali the king’s ministers,
with the exception of Haman, to
properly represent Klal Yisreel”
This driving principle of “What is

Good for the Jews” formed the basis
for almost every issue or problem that
he faced in his 55 years of service to
Agudath Israel of America. Discussing
his concerns to Jews and non-Jews
alike, he would often segue into an
explanation of why daas Torah is the
only real measure of what is good for
the Jews.

To media leaders, he would say: “Agu-
dath Israel’s Council of Torah Sages is
its highest governing body because it
consists of the foremost Talmudic
Scholars, men who are totally immersed
in our 3,000 vears’ experience and
deeply steeped in Jewish scholarship.
They are the only Jews who are capable
of addressing contemporary issues
within the context of Sinai and trans-
lating it into relevant policy”

He also used this perspective when
confronting those who argued that
daas Torah should be reserved for the
purely “halachic” issues of issur and het-
teror tahor and tamei — permissible or
forbidden, ritually pure or tainted.
“Toras Chaim, living Torah,” he wrote to
one such critic, “literally means that it
controls our lives 24-hours a day, every
breathing moment.”

His warmth and disarming smile
made anyone who came in contact with
him feel at ease, enabling him to be an
effective advocate for Torah in the
many worlds that he encountered. To me
and many of my colleagues, he was more
than an educator; he was a fatherly fig-
ure who demonstrated a deep concern
for our welfare. His skills as an organizer,
orator and writer stood him in good
stead as he shepherded the growth of
Agudath Israel over more than a half
century. But his overriding, compulsive
concern for Klal Yisroel is what made
him truly unique.
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Rabbi Sherer overseeing shipments of emergency food
for Jews in Russig; 1992

WHAT’S GOOD FOR SOVIET JEWRY?

y first real experience with
Rabbi Sherer’s litmus test of
Good for the Jews came dur-
ing the fervent efforts to free Soviet Jews.
While most secular groups and some
religious organizations took to the
streets, the Agudah relegated its efforts
to quiet diplomacy. In fact, the archives
of Agudath Israel carry records of com-
munications from Rabbi Sherer to men
like Senator Edward Kennedy (D-Mass-
achusetts) to help reunite families. He
very often succeeded. He helped orga-
nize a huge refilla rally for Soviet Jewry
at New York’s Manhattan Center, with
the participation of an impressive gath-
ering of Gedolei
HaTorah. He
recognized tefilla
as  the most
effective remedy
for the problems
of Klal Yisroel
and Reb Yisroel,
as he so vividly
demonstrated
during his ili-
ness. Every time
we spoke, he
asked me to “be
mispallel  for
Moshe ben
Basya Bluma.”
To the cries
of “Let My People
Go,” he would say, “No, first let my peo-
ple hive” He had organized an Overseas
Passover Campaign to see that Soviet
Jews had matzos on Pesach. He inter-
vened with Soviet officials to relax reli-
gious oppression. As the Iron Curtain
lifted, he established such programs as
the Russian Immigrant Rescue Fund

{RIRF) and Project
R.LS.E. to help in the
spiritual absorption
of Soviet Jews in Istael
and in this country.
And, of course, his
role in helping the
baal Teshuva move-
ment in Russia as
Communism  was
crumbling is now leg-
endary.

The establishment
of RIRF demonstrat-
ed Rabbi Sherer’s
unique working rela-
tionship with the
Gedolei Torah. At one
of the founding meet-
ings, the late Rosh
Yeshiva of Telshe,
Rabbi Boruch Sorotzkin
Yt listened intently to the plan to raise
several hundred thousand dollars to
spiritually absorb Soviet Jews in Israel.
The Rash Yeshiva pleaded emotionally
with the Agudath Israel leaders to raise
their sights and set a target of at least $1

Rabbi Sherer at Agudath Israel Moscow Office dedication, Rabbi Mordechar
Neustadt and Rabbi Yaakov Bleich, Chief Rabbi of the Ulraine, in attendance; 1991

million. “This is not another fundrais-
ing campaign,” he implored his listen-
ers. “This is the historic rescue of a part
of our people who have been absent
from our midst for 70 years. We may
never have another chance.”

Rabbi Sherer threw himself into this
historic effort with impressive results. He

Rabli Sherer at the Chanukas HaBayis of the Moscow Yeshiva; 1991

later was involved with caring for the
Soviet Jews enroute to Israel via Vien-
na and Italy, and personally visited the
transit centers.

SAFEGUARDING THE RIGHTS OF
ORTHODOX JEWS

ood for Jews always meant rais-
ing the status of Torah Judaism.
As an eyewitness to the days

Rabbi Sherer greets M. Rais, former Soviet refusenik,
in his office

42

The Jewish Ohserver, Summer 1998



when observant Jews were told “not to
come int on Monday if they took off on
Shabbos,” he took great pride in the fed-
erat legislation that banned discrimi-
nation of Sabbath observers in the fed-
eral employ. The pen used by President
Lyndon B. Johnson to sign the legisla-
tion was proudly displayed in his office.
And, as Rabbi Naftoli Neuberger of
Yeshiva Ner Israel in Baltimore recalls
(see page 57), Rabbi Sherer joined him
in “full combat” mode to save the draft
deferments of divinity students.

To Rabbi Sherer, shradlanus meant
using his considerable talents to advo-
cate for unprecedented government
support for Torah chinuch, combatting
the Jewish establishment’s vitriolic cam-
paign against such assistance. It also
meant hammering away at the secular
Jewish philanthropic world for not
putting Jewish education at the top of
their allocations agenda.

EXPOSING THE DANGERS OF
DEVIATIONISTS

ood for the Jews called for
Gexposing the fraudulent teach-

ings of the Conservatives and
Reform, whom Rabbi Sherer recognized
as carrying the prime responsibility for
intermarriage and assimilation, and as
directly cuipable for the declining num-
bers of American Jewry. When Reform
first sought to make inroads in Eretz Yis-
roel, Rabbi Sherer sent MK Rabhi Men-
achem Porush a Reform “siddur” with
every reference to Zion obliterated
from the liturgy. In an emotional speech
to the Knesset, Rabbi Porush threw the
“siddur” to the floor, to protest Reform’s
new-found romance with Zion as a play
to the popular sentiments for [srael
amongst its constituency.

In the “Who {s A Jew” battles, and
even during his last brave Am Echad
campaign, he took great pains to point
out that his fight was against Reform and
Conservative conversions, but that he
never regarded a single Jew as a second
class citizen. He was concerned that the
phenomenal growth of the Torah com-
munity not make us complacent to the

dangers of the Conservative and Reform. |
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GOOD FOR INDIVIDUAL JEWS

abbi Sherer fought with equal fer-
Rror for the individual. His neat-

y filled index cards, which list-
ed his agenda for every day of the week,
included a mix of Klal Yisroel and Reb
Visroel. He urged me to take the prob-
lems of every individual as seriously as
those of the Klal. “They too are our
clients,” he would often quip. Letters that
he would share with key officers and
Torah leaders almost always included let-
ters from individuals (names deleted),

L

EPSTAKE

- TR R

concluding with his handwritten notes:
“Baruch Hashem, the problem was
solved.” He always smiled when he wrote
that last line.

The range of individual issues that I
saw him get involved in was staggering.
A student was having a problem with a
college exam on Shabbes, a family
required a visa for a chassan from Israel
to come to a wedding, an Jranian Jew
had to be rescued, and on and on it
went. There was no ambiguity about
these “small favors” He saw these as
much a part of the Agudah mission as

R
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the mega issues that made the front
pages of the Anglo-Jewish media. Good
for Jews also meant good for a Jew.

GOOD FOR AMFRICAN JEWRY

ood for the Jews embraced a
Gvision of an American Torah

Jewry that would be totally
independent, able to fend for itself, and
capable of growing and developing in
the “treiferre America” that he grew up
in. To watch the extraordinary growth
of the Orthodox community was a par-
ticular joy, because as a boy, he could
only be inspired by the stories he heard
from the thriving Torah world in East-
ern Europe.

His vision also included developing
and nurturing a cadre of young, com-
mitted Brei Torah to assume some of this
holy work. His ability to attract Bner
Torah attorneys to use their talents for
Torah causes brought him immense sat-
isfaction. The proliferation of dedicated
people across America involved in kiruy
rechokim, bikur cholim, and volunteerism
in general was a source of great joy to a
Jew who could find only a handful of col-
leagues to help him pack parcels for the
desperate Jews of Eastern Europe.

ture the dynamism of the remark-

able career of Rabbi Moshe Sherer.
As someone who knew him for 29 years,
and worked with him for 13 years, [ was
always amazed at his seemingly endless
energy, even during the illnesses that
ultimately claimed his life, There always
seemed to be one more cause to con-
quer, one more individual to help, one
more battle, and one more triumph for
Torah.

The concluding pasuk of Megillas
Esther is a most fitting tribute to the life
and career of Reb Moshe ben Chaim
Yehuda:

For Mordechai the Jew was viceroy
to King Achashveirosh, and great
amongst the Jews and accepted by

It is impossible in one article to cap-
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most of his brethren; he sought the
good of his people and was con-
cerned for the welfare of all his pos-
terity. ]
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His LEGACY:

Rabbi Hillel Goldberg

IN A LEAGUE By HIMSELF

¢ What is the right word?

Admiration? Gratitude? Excitement?
Wisdom?

My relationship with Rabbi Moshe
Sherer contained elements of all these,
but no single word captures it.

He was in a league by himself.

Sui generis,

So was his relationship with me.
When we met, he boosted me and my
work. He was a builder. A nurturer. FHe
had the knack of making me feel a big
difference for his having extended his
support — for honoring me with a spe-
cial relationship.

¢ Who is the “my” and “we” above?

Does the reader deem it Hillel Gold-
berg?

I so, this is but the illusion of tech-
nique. Yes, it is I...and scores, hundreds,
perhaps thousands of others. Yes, Rabbi
Sherer had a knack. He could make
countless people feel that they and their
work counted, that their person count-
ed, that they played a role not in some
small enterprise but in nothing less than
advancing Malchus Hashem.

Rabbi Moshe Sherer, of blessed
memory, was a wonderment. But since
he had so many “special relationships”
- gince it was countless people whom
he touched — isn’t it countless people
who already knew he was wondrous?

Isn’t it superfluous to say so?

Was not his inner life consistent with
his known life {focho kebaro)? Do we not
already have a crystal clear picture of his
integrity? Was not his name respected
wide and far? Did not the Vice President
of the United States himself say so, the
day Rabbi Sherer died?

Rabbi Hillel Goldberg is executive editor of Den-
ver's Intersnoutain Jewish News and active in a
wide variety of ocutreach efforts, including the
mikveh team of Torah Community Project.

I I string out a list — leadership,
integrity, vision, conviction, charm —
do not readers simply nod, “of course”?

Was not Rabbi Sherer such a power-
ful presence in his lifetime that though
his life has stopped, his presence con-
tinues? Even for those who never saw
him, does niot his organization contin-
ue? Isn't his own work the commu-
nicative vehicle of his presence, even for
those who never knew him?

Ise’t this article, like all tributes in this
issue, superfluous?

If only it were so.

¢ From the very moment of petira,
memory begins its tricks.

There is such good reason for this,
particularly for an exemplar of
integrity, such as Rabbi Moshe Sher-
er. Like this: Life changes; in fact, many
times each day. An exemplar of
integrity, by definition, integrates
each change so that as he grows and
adjusts, his vital center remains
unchanged. His person and his con-
viction — his integrity — remains

intact, regardless of circumstance. At
the moment of petira, however, life
stops. His act of integration stops. We
no longer see Rabbi Sherer integrat-
ing life’s changes with the integrity at
his center. We, who came after, can
only imagine him in light of the
countless changes that cascade upon
us — not least, his death itself.

Life has stopped.

Legacy has begun.

And so, as we imagine Rabbi Sherer
in light of our own adjustments to every
change that comes after his death, we
run the risk of doing so differently from
how he would. We become different in
light of his passing (not to mention that
we are all different to begin with).

Therefore, before memory colors
legacy, it is incumbent upon us to recap-
ture this extraordinary man. If we who
enjoyed a special relationship need a
reminder, how much more will those
who come later — who will not even
have the resource of memory.

Thus the pages of this magazine serve
as a prelude to acting on his legacy. W
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Jewish history may be lying around
in your basement.

Don’t let it be lost 1o the world.

Thousands of documents and photos are lunguishing in trunks, attics
and forgotten drawers in private homes and busements.
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His LEGACTY

Rabbi Joseph Elias

The Untinished Agenda

efore Pesach, Mr. Joseph Loeben-
B stein, pillar of the British Agudah,

called Rabbi Sherer, ™31, to wish
him a good Yom Tov and a refua
sheleirna. Rabbi Sherer responded by
talking about the “huge agenda” that he
still had to carry out.

It was not to be.

This agenda is left to us as a heritage
and bequest, to be carried out loyally
and conscientiously — and it is no sim-
ple task. Rabbi Sherer’s vision included
a vast range of issues facing Klal Yisroel,
and he sought to cope with all of them.
This was mainly the influence of Rabbi
Elchonon Wasserman »"p7r, among
others, who never tired of stressing our
responsibility for all of Klal Yisroel —
and it was indeed the application of the
motto that Gedolei Yisroel adopted for
Agudath Israel: to solve the problems of
the Jewish people in the spirit of the
Torah.

It should be unnecessary to show
how these problems took different
forms, and demanded different
approaches, with the passing of time.
This was notably the case in this coun-
try. The growth of a vibrant Torah Jewry
has provided ever new challenges —
opportunities to be seized and difficul-
ties to be overcome. The thirty-some
divisions and departments of the Amer-
ican Agudah reflect — like a kalei-

Rabbi Elias, is a member of the editorial board
of The Jewish Observer. He is the author of a num-
ber of published works, including The Haggadah
(Artscroll/Mesorah) and a new translation and
commentary on Rabbi S.R. Hirsch’s The Nine-
reen Letters(Feldheim).

The Need For Vision

We have 1o
remember that
Rabbi Sherer was not
only a brilliant
organizer, administrator,
and diplomat, but —
first and foremost — @
man of vision who saw,
and responded to what
he saw, in line with the
guidance Gedolei
Yisroel gave him. This
was his frue legacy to
Agudath Israel.

descope — the multiplicity of tasks that
the organization undertook under
Rabhi Sherer’s leadership. It would be
most gratifying if we could note with
satisfaction that all the goals set were
reached and we could relax. Yet with
every new step forward new issues
.come to the fore. Hence the “huge agen-
da” of which Rabbi Sherer spoke and

which emerges in full clarity as we
review the different fields of Agudath
Israel’s work.

L. FOCUSING ON BASIC PRINCIPLES

he fundamental principle
I underlying Agudath Israel is
our affirmation that we are “a
people only by virtue of the Torah”
This implies the leadership of Gedolei
HaTorah and the pivotal role of their
Daas HaTorah. The dignity and
authority of the Torah must be con-
stantly asserted and reasserted on the
Jewish scene. Yet today, more than ever,
the concept of Daas Torah is under
attack — not just by those who reject
Torah altogether, but tragically, by men
who proclaim their adherence to Torah
but dispute the authority of Gedolei
Yisroel to teach its message. Agudath
Israel’s voice must be heard eloquent-
ly, and effectively, on this score.
Throughout the history of the Amer-
ican Agudah, such issues as Reform and
Conservative Judaism, and our rela-
tionship to them, brought this matter to
the fore (we need merely recall the psak
by the Roshei Yeshiva prohibiting joint
activities with them). Today the agita-
tion for “pluralism” in Eretz Yisroel has
raised this issue to an even more dan-
gerous and urgent level. Rabbi Sherer
fought with utter mesiras nefesh, most
recently in launching Am Echad — but
the battle is far from won.
Anocther implication of our basic
doctrine is the need to unite all segments
of Torah Jewry under the banner of
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Torah. This, too, was a primary concern
of Rabbi Sherer, particularly on the Eretz
Yisroel scene where the splintering of our
organization and resources can only play

For careful attention to your
individual needs, call us today!

(914) 354-8445

into the hands of our enemies. Here,
also, the issue has not been resolved, and
great effort will be needed if we want to
find a solution.

o0

| found the

“I always thought
that the best doctors
were far from home,
But when 1 got sick, [ found
that the best health care was right near
my house. The care | received from the
doctors—doctars like Dr. Arthur Kay, Chair-
man of the Deparlment of Neurology,
helped me get well. He and other doc-
tors and nurses at The Brookdale Uni-
versity Hospital were simply mar-
velous.”

LOUIS MARVIN

Quality health care begins with great doc-
tors, Five of Brookdale's doctors were

best®
Health Care IMTNUtES

from my home 9 ’

named among
the nation’s best by
American Health Mag-
azine. Ten were listed
among the best doctors in New York
Magazine.
TAKE A CLOSER LOOK AT THE
NEW BROOKDALE-with its state
of the art technology, a kosher
kitchen certified by K'hal Adas Jeshu-
run and a pleasant environment.
Only minutes away from most Jew-
ish communities in Brooklyn.
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IL. DISSEMINATION OF TORAH

hizuk HaTorah on the American

‘ scene has been a primary concern
of Agudath Israel — and many
successes, in many different areas, can
be celebrated. Publications and public
relations efforts have spread an under-
standing of Torah ideology; practical
aids, ranging from Minyan Maps to
Halachic Living Will forms, to Gemoras
and study aids for Daf Yorni have been
published. Above all, the growth of
veshivos and Bais Yaakov schools has
been greatly furthered bylegal and edu-
cational efforts, and by obtaining gov-
ernment funds (such as in the case of
mandated services) whenever possible.
The term “whenever possible”
reminds us of the great obstacles in our
way. The battle for tuition vouchers for
children in religious schools has been
joined; but it is an uphill struggle. Yet
this issue is of vital importance. The bulk
of our yeshiva parents are unable to
carry the burden of full tuition pay-
ments; the yeshivos, the teachers and the
families involved are all traly suffering.
This is a battle that must go on with even
greater determination, to permit our
educational system to grow and prosper.
Likewise, Agudath Israel can be just-

ly proud of its youth activities, which are
too numerous and too well known to
require enumerating here. But here, too,
painful problems need solving —
notably the problem of the youngsters
who cannot or will not function with-
in our educational institutions. I believe
that there are few {if any) readers who
do not know of students at risk or actu-

% Invei
«cc Hagefen

c(‘r(,( The Shidduch service

(C& for older singles

A project of N'shei
Agudath Israel with
Agudath Israel of America

6619 13th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
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al drop-outs who are literally in the
streets. Agudath Israel deserves credit for
creating Project Y.E.S,, but so far only a
beginning has been made. Much greater
resources and efforts, and cooperation
with other agencies, are needed if we
want to discharge our responsibilities to
the youth of Am HaTorah.

I11. PRESSING SOCIAL ISSUES

urning to social issues, we take
I note of the wide-ranging efforts
that Agudath Israel has made,
under Rabbi Sherer’s leadership. The
inspired campaign to stablilize endan-
gered neighborhoods is an outstanding
example; but there are many other pro-
jects which owe their existence to the
sensitivity of Agudath Israel, under
Rabbi Sherer’s lead, to the needs of the
community. Job training and employ-
meent efforts, as well as legal and prac-
tical help for the aged, the sick, and other
disadvantaged segments of Klal Yisroel,
all testify to the concern that Agudath
Israel has for those who must have our
help. Yet, as the Torah community
grows, needs and problems proliferate.
To point to a particularly painful issue
which demands continued interventions
on a much greater scale is that of shid-
duchim, a source of untold suffering.
There are other issues, such as more
effort in absorbing ba’alei teshuva and
meeting their special needs, which
clamor for attention.

In singling out the endeavors listed
here, I am aware that a great many other
areas could be enumerated as Agudah
concerns that will continue to require
major efforts — organizational expan-
sion, ever more communal activities,
continued help to Jews overseas as well
as to new imrnigrants to this country.
Agudath Israel helped initiate AARTS
and Shuvu; other such special purpose
organizations are undoubtedly needed.

T have emphasized endeavors and pro-
jects initiated or developed by Rabbi
Sherer. Clearly there are still other
opportunities and challenges that Klal
Yisroel is facing and, undoubtedly, even
more will arise as we move ahead — and
it is our obligation to be alert to them and

to mobilize the sources of Torah Jewry
to meet them. We have to remember that
Rabbi Sherer — though he was a brilliant
organizer, administrator, and diplomat —
was first and foremost a man of vision
who saw, and responded to what he saw,

in line with the guidance Gedolei Yisroel
gave him. This was his true legacy to Agu-
dath Israel. It is our prayer that Agudath
Isracl be granted the sivatta diShmaya to
share his vision and to maintain and
enlarge its efforts in this spirit. |
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As His SoN REMEMBERS Him:

Rabbi Shimshon Sherer

A Father

to Me,

A Father
" Klal

L. THE POWER OF A MOTHER’S TEARS

he first thing that comes to

I my mind when T think of my

father 5"¥1, besides his tremen-

dous warrnth, is his sense of purpose in

life. He was put on this earth to get
things done.

My father would often tell me never
to underestimate di ko’ach fun di trerren
fun a Yiddishe mamma (the power of a
Jewish mother’s tears). In the early
1900’s, his father had owned a very suc-
cessful men’s clothing store. In the late
1920, during the Depression, they lost
it all — to the extent that they literally did
not have bread to eat. My father would
always watch how his mother would ery
when she would be mispallel to the Rib-
bono Shel Olam as she bentsched licht for
Shabbos. One Friday afternoon, my
father told me, he decided to listen to the

Rabbi Shimshon Sherer is the mora d’asra of
Kehilfas Zichron Mordechai of Flatbush.

tefillos of his “heilige mamma,” as he
would always call her. He had assumed
that she was asking the Ribbono Shel
Olam for parnassa, for food.

“Ribbono Shel Olam,” she said again
and again: “Baleichren zolst Du die
oigen fun meine kinderlach in Dein
heilige Toireh — Light up the eyes of my
children with Your holy Torah.”

He thought, “Fine. Now, how about
asking for some bread?” But she
returned to her original request once
more: “Baleichten zolst Du ... in Dein
heilige Toireh.” And again ... He then real-
ized where his priorities must lie,

Many years later, the tears of a Yid-
dishe mamma again had decisive impact
on his life. In the early 1960’s, Agudath
Israel was struggling financially and the
entire, impossibly heavy burden had
suddenly fallen on his shoulders. Over-
whelmed - and personally in debt —
he felt that he had to leave his position,
so he submitted a letter of resignation
to the chairman of the Moetzes Gedolei

ST'O e]

abbi Shimshon Zelig Sherer,

o offer additional, personal insights

Wflllai' was the source of

al)[n Moshe Sherers
verpowering sense of mission?
ome of the ﬁzci’ors have been
ntioned in other pages of this
ssue — including encounters with

tstanding Torah personalities
uring his lifetime. The Jewish

Observer
asked his

son,

ot known to the general public.

HaTorah, Rabbi Aharon Kotler, 9 xr. He
knew well that when the Rosh Yeshiva
would receive the letter, he would
attempt to persuade my father to remain
with the organization. In anticipation,
he prepared all kinds of counter argu-
ments to refute the Rosh Yeshiva’s pre-
sentation. Sure enough, upon receiving
the letter, the Rosh Yeshiva called him to
come see him,

After arriving at the apartment, my
father waited for the Rosh Yeshiva. To his
surprise, the Rebbetzin vy walked in
crying so uncontrollably that my father
was afraid to ask her the reason for her
grief. Finally, the Rebbetzin looked at
him, and with tears flowing, said with
emotion, “Reb Moshe, I read the letter
that you wrote to the Rosh Yeshiva. How
could you do this to him? How could
you do this to my father, Reb Isser Zal-
man 2317 How could you do this to Klal
Yisroel?”

A few minutes went by, and the Rosh
Yeshiva entered the room. Reb Aaron
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pointed to the chair, “Nu, Reb Moshe,
sit down,”

My father sat down. Before the Rosh
Yeshiva opened the discussion, my
father said, “ Rosh Yeshiva, do me a favor,
could I please have back my letter of res-
ignation?”

Rebbetzin Kotler’s tears had had such
an irnpact on him, that - coupled with
the tears that he always remembered of

his heilige mamma — they became key |

sources of guidance i his life.

IL. HEARING THE CRY OF THENEEDY

hen learning in Ner Yisroel in
Wgaitimore, in 1940, his
cousin, Reb  Elimelech

(“Mike”) Tress o 31, visited him on the
way back from Washington to New York.

He shared with my father his tremen-
dous frustration when knocking on
doors in Washington, pleading with gov-
ernment officials to take action against
the atrocities taking place in Europe, that
all his cries were falling on deaf ears.

After listening to his cousin, my father
called together a meeting in Baltimore,
and delivered what I believe to be his
first public derasha.

The Torah recounts how Basya,
Pharaoh’s daughter, was walking along
the river, and heard a baby crying,
“Behold the child was crying, and she
said: ‘This is a Jewish child™ (Shemos
2,7}). The Commentators ask: How did
Basya know that he was Jewish? They
offer various explanations {i.e., the
baby was circumcised; from the fact

Rabbi Moshe Sherer, 51, listens as Reb Elimelech (Mike) Tress reports on conditions in D.P mrﬁps. 1946

that he was abandoned, she under-
stood the child to be Jewish; etc.)

My father offered his own expla-
nation: When Basya saw that a child
was crying —a cry so piercing, so trou-
bling - and yet his cries fell on deaf
ears, she knew immediately he must be
Jewish.

By contrast, we find in the begin-
ning of Parshas Vayigash that when
Yehuda was protesting to Pharach’s
Viceroy (actually Yehuda's brother,
Yoseif HaTzaddik) for taking Binyamin
hostage, the Midrash tells us that
Yehuda’s cries were so strong that they
were heard four hundred parsa’os
away — a distance of hundreds of miles
— by Yehuda’s nephew, Chushim ben
Dan, who immediately came to Egypt
to assist his uncle. When he joined
Yehuda, he too cried out, and not only
did the palace shake, but the entire
Mitzrayim trembled. My father point-
ed out that according to the Gemora
(Sota 13), Chushim was hard of hear-
ing. i so, how could Chushim have
responded to his uncle’s cries?

The answer is based on a simple
truth. When a Jew cries from pain,
another Jew is always able to hear the
cry, even if he is otherwise hard of
hearing. For this reason, Chushim
heard the voice of his uncle Yehuda
crying for the return of Binyamin. But
as we see today, when a Jew cries out
to a non-Jew — even one who is able to
hear - all too often, the other person
suddenly turns deaf.

‘We here in the United States have

an advantage over Chushim [said my
father], Chushim was deaf, yet he
heard the cry of his fellow Jews. We
aren’t deaf; we hear what’s happening
in Europe. Can we allow the cries of
our fellow Yidden to fall on deaf ears,
and be as guilty as the Egyptians were?
Many a time, he would explain that
this was why he was so preoccupied in
his work for Klal Yisroel, always adding
more projects to Agudas Yisroel’s agen-
da. He would say, “Don’t you hear the
cry? Are you going to allow the cry of
the almana {widow), are you going to
allow the cry of the parents whose chil-
dren are not doing well in veshiva, are
you going to allow the cry of people who
don’t have housing — are you going to
allow these cries to fall on deaf ears?”

HL THE KEY TO SUCCESS:
CONVICTION

uted his success in fostering the

remarkable growth of Agudas Yisroel
in this country. He replied: The Torah
tells us that Noach built a teiva (ark) to
save himself and his family from the
destruction of the Mabul (Flood). Rashi
tells us that Hashem had planned that
it take Noach 120 years to build the teiva,
to allow him an opportunity to explain
to his contemporaries on a daily basis,
why he was building his teiva. Hopefully,
they would realize that their corrupt
behavior was prompting the Ribbono
Shel Olam to destroy the world, and per-
haps this would bring them to repent.
So Noach spent 120 years not only
preparing his own deliverance, but
actually giving mussar shmuessen to the
masses daily.

My father remarked that he had
researched the topic and could not find
evidence of Noach’s winning over even
one person to feshuva, to mend his ways.
Imagine! 120 years giving the same mus-
sar shmuess day in, day out, to proba-
biy tens of thousands of people over the
years. — Could he not even convince one
person?

My father continued: “Noach may
well have been an accomplished orator,
and have perfected his mussar shmuess.

Ionce asked him, to what he attrib-
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Yet, his words could not penetrate the
hearts of any of the people that he had
spoken to because the Torah tells us that
Noach did not enter the feiva until it
started drizzling. Rashi explains that
Noach did believe in the prophecy of the
Mabul, but he was not fully convinced
that the Ribborno Shel Olam would
actually destroy the world. Only after the
Mabul began, did he enter the teiva
(Bereishis 7,7).

“One could be the greatest orator,
and deliver the most eloquent, articu-
fate message for 120 years, but if he does
not fully believe in the message with all
his heart — if he’s ma'amin ve'eino
ma’amin (see Rashi, ibid) — he won't
convince one person to join his side.

“Shimshie,” he concluded, “I believe
in what I am promoting. 1 believe in the
heilige Agudas Yisroel. I believe in what
the Chofetz Chaim, and the Tchortkover
Rebbe, and the Gerrer Rebbe, and Reb
Chaim Ozer — all of the Gedolei Yisroel
- had established: this heilige mosad
(sacred movement) Agudas Yisroel 1f
you believe in something with all your
heart, you can indeed bring people over
to your cause.”

During the shiva, one of the secre-

Do youn
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Halacha Yomit for
FREE.

This Luach is used by thousands of
Bnei Torah throughout the world,

Learning Mishna and Halacha Yomit
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taries in the office told me that on the
very first day she came to work for Agu-
dath Israel, she was walking in the cor-
ridor, when my father greeted her,
asked her name, and welcomed her. My
father then asked her, “Who do you
work for?” She said she works for
Rabbi . To which my father
replied, “No, no. You're making a mis-
take. You don’t work for Rabbi .
You work for Klal Yisroel. I work for Klal
Yisroel. All of us here in the Agudah
work for Klal Yisroel”

IV.NO TIME TO REST

hen I was a bachurlearning in
Wthe Philadelphia Yeshiva, [ had
to come home for the day on

January 1, 1969. My father suggested that
on my way home from Penn Station 1
stop off in the Agudah office — 5 Beek-
man Street — to say hello. To my surprise,
the front door of the building was
locked, so I called my father from a pay
phone on the street. “No problem,” he
said, “T'll be down in a minute to open
the door” The next thing I knew my
father, in sweaters and a jacket, came to
the front door. “Daddy, you became the
doorman?” 1 teased.

He took me into the building. It was
empty; you could hear your own echo
bouncing off the walls. We went up to
the 9 floor in the elevator, and entered
the Agudah offices. Nobody was there.
He took me into his office and said,
“Shimshie, take off your coat. Sit down.”

“Daddy, take off my coat? It’s freez-
ing here! You're sitting with sweaters and
a jacket. In fact, what are vou doing here?
There’s nobody else here in the entire
building!”

“Shimshie,” he said, “just because
today is New Year’s and we here at 5
Beekman Street must close our offices
because there is no heat in the building,
doesn’t mean that Klal Yisroel stops. The
needs of Klal Yisroel are many. Even on
New Year’s we must work for Klal Yis-
roel”

He would never stop thinking about
Klal Yisroel, In fact, I don’t remember a
night in his life that he ever slept more
than four hours.

Less than two weeks before his petira,
he was lying in his hospital bed, in great
pain. “You know, Shimshie,” he said to me,
“lately, due to the treatments and all the side
effects, I haven't been able to daven like a
mentsch. I haven't been able to learn like
a mentsch. I sit here trying to learn daily
Daf Yomi. I just stare at the words; I can’t
concentrate.” Then he said, “I'm not busy
thinking of doing for others. P'm not think-
ing of chessed for others. I'm just not real-
Iy right”

A day or two later I came to the hospi-
tal. He was holding on to the railing as we
walked down the corridors of the hospital.
Suddenly he started singing: 17292 T PR
over and over again. I said to him, “Daddy,
what is this? A new niggun?”

He said, “Yesterday I was speaking to o
Rosh Yeshiva on the telephone, and I com-
plained to him that lately | haven’t been able
to daven, learn, or function like ¢ mentsch.
The Rosh Yeshiva said to me that he had
heard from Rav Shach’s grandson that Rav
Shach said recently, as he ages, he has dif-
ficulty davening and learning. The only
thing he can do is say 125 -ny PR, So this
Rosh Yeshiva recommended to me that I try
it too. I kept on repeating Y1250 Ty PR, And
it helped me; it made me feel better. Today,
Pm trying it again.”

It dawned on me that he had lived his
entire life by this chant — as an eved
Hashem — with only one focus in mind.

One of the Gedolimn mentioned at the
levaya that probably Rabbi Moshe Sher-
er was even thinking askanus, of serv-
ing Klal Yisroel, in his sleep. It is not an
exaggeration. Just several days before his
petira, in his sleep, we overheard him
mumbling. First we detected ma'a-
marei Chazal - probably from various
derashos that he had given in the recent
past. Then he began mumbling about
arrangements for a Gadol - how should
he be picked up from the airport? At first
we were puzzled. But later it was clear
to us that he was concerned that the pro-
jected visit of Rabbi Aharon Leib Stein-
man and the Gerrer Rebbe R"09w be
successful, that they receive the proper
kavod haTorah ...In his sleep, he was lit-
erally trying to arrange the details.

“Retzon yerei'av ya'aseh — Hasherm ful-
fills the will of those who fear Him.”
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How befitting that the Hashgacha saw
to it that when Rabbi Aharon Leib Stein-
man and the Gerrer Rebbe got off the
plane, they were immediately rushed
with a police escort directly from the air-
port to meet my father’s aron at the
cemetery, to participate in his final
kavod.

V. TAKING LEAVE WITH PEACE

y father 5731 devoted much of
Mhis life to the preservation of

shalem and achdus (unity)
amongst our people.

Someone once described him as a
Malach Hashalom, How, 1 asked him,
does one achieve unity and harmony
amongst diverse people? He answered
me, “In Shalom Aleichern Friday night,
before we sing about Malachei
Hashalom, we first refer to them as
Malachei Hashoreis, in the first stanza.
Only later, in*Beo'achem, do we call them
Malachei Hashalom. For someone to
succeed in bringing shalom, he must first
accept that his purpose in this world is
to be a Malach Hashoreis, to serve oth-
ers. One whose mission is to serve the
Ribbono Shel Olam and Klal Yisroel ulti-
mately can serve as a Malach Hashalom.”

The very last Torah Vort that my
father personally shared with an indi-
vidual was on Shabbos in the hospital,
eight days before his petira:

We ail know that three times a day
every Jew takes three steps back at the
conclusion of Shemoneh Esrei and then
says, “ Oseh shalom ...." The reason we
must step back before we say this is
that there is only one way for a person
to truly achieve peace amongst people.
That is, by stepping back and dropping
one’s subjectivity, one’s personal agen-
da, from the way he sees things — only
then can one create shalom.

But merely stepping back will not
suffice, After one has removed his per-
sonal agenda, he must take action. Now
you have to turn to the left, to the right,
and then face the center, each time
bending a little. Bend down and com-
promise. Now one can advance and
feel secure that he can be an oseh
shalom.

VI. THE TRUE MEASURE OF ACHDUS:
THE AM ECHAD MISSION

y father was deeply concerned
M~ even obsessed — with his
struggle to stop the Reform

movement from gaining a foothold in
Eretz Yisroel. How many times did I hear
him tatk about the spiritual holocaust
-— the astronomical intermarriage sta-

o
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erally was the ruination of our people.

It was surely fitting that the very fast
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journey in his life was with the Am
Echad delegation to Eretz Yisroel. He was
50 sick, he could hardly walk. On the
very last day of the mission, he was told
by the doctor in Hadassah Hospital how
critically ill he was, that in all probabil-
ity he did not even have four months to
live. But his only concern was to main-
tain the momentum of the Jast few days
of the Am Echad mission.

Many of his dearest, dearest friends
came to say good-bye to him, as we were
boarding the plane to take him back to
America, to enter immediately into the
hospital. My father 9"3r told them,
“Don’t cry about me. Don’t waste time
staying here. Go back to your posts and
keep the momentum going. Fight
against the enemies of Torah.”

VIL SPECIAL NOTES OF
ENCOURAGEMENT

is Ahavas Yisroel was truly
Hremarkable. He would shake

your hand and there was an

electricity, an ahava that you felt in that
handshake. When he would talk to a per-
son, if only for a few moments, he made
it his business to make him feel special,
as if there was nothing else on his mind.
He always sought to instill confidence
in people, especially in younger Rab-
banirn. He had a keen eye for budding
talent, and would cultivate that talent.
An established, widely recognized
Ravrecalled that when he was a Yunger-
man 30 years ago, my father met him in
Cleveland, and told him, “If T were a per-
son who invests in growth stock, I would
invest in yow.” This Rav told me that he
never forgot that vote of confidence.
Countless others, during shiva, told
mie similar statements that my father had
made to them over the years. A vote of
confidence. A push. A loving hand.
Walking into my parents’ home on Erev
Yom Kippur, I found my father on the tele-
phone speaking to a woman, wishing her o
G’'mar Chasima Tova and an easy fast. He
hyng up and called up a second woman, and
repeated the same berachos with tremen-
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dous feeling. And then a third woman.
“Daddy,” I asked him, “who are these
women?”

He explained to me, “These are women
who, unfortunately, in the last few months,
lost their husbands. I knew that if on Erev
Yom Kippur, I call them and wish them a
gut yor, they would realize that they have
not been forgotten, and it would lift up their
spirits going into the new year.

“After all, during Aserres Yemei Teshu-
va and Yom Kippur we ask the Ribbono
Shel Olam, ‘Aneinu — answer cur tefillos
fin the zechus thar You are] Dayan
Almanos — Judge for the benefit of widows.
Do I have the right to ask the Ribbono Shel
Olam to accept my tefilla because He is
Dayan Almanos 1f I do nothing to help Him
in His task?”

Three years ago, when my father was
being treated for lymphoma, he had not
been out in public for months. He asked
his doctor to work out his scheduie to
permit him to pay his annual visit to his
kinderlach, the children in Camp Agu-
dah, Camp Bnos, Camp Chayil Miriam.
It meant so much to him to shep
nachas from them. I'li never forget that
particular visit. He found a way to
muster up the strength for the trip, and
he prepared, as he did every year, three
separate derashos - a different message
for each camp.

In one of those derashos, he said
that a Gadol once explained the Mish-
nua in Avos: PIMNSRNMAMIITmb or”
sy mavw The literal translation is,
“If you have learned Torah, do not give
yourself credit for the achievement,
because you were created for that pur-
pose”

To this he added: “H you are priv-
ileged to learn Torah, do not keep this
treasure for yourself, but make it
your business to share it with others,
rrxa o 19 — because everyone was
indeed created for the mission to
share. This is not only true with
whatever Torah you've learned,” he
emphasized, “but with any talents that
the Ribbono Shel Olam blesses vou
with. You must share them with oth-
ers.”

When addressing young children, he
often repeated a Vort of Rav Meir
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The convention melave mualka, one of Rabbi Sherer's
favorite moments af the year; 1997

Shapiro: “At the end of davening, we
quote the Chazal, ‘Don’t say bonayich
(your children), say banoyich (your
builders).” Children, don’t just consid-
er yourself young children; realize that
you are the builders of the future of Kial
Yisroel”

VIIi, THE UNSPOKEN SPEECH

n Friday afternoen, ten days

before my father’s petira, the

doctor remarked to my father
that he was looking so much better and
it was reasonable to expect that he would
be able to attend the Agudah Dinner,
which was scheduled to take place in ten
days. As soon as he heard that, he imme-
diately asked for a pen and pad; he want-
ed to jot down ideas for the remarks that
he would deliver at the Dinner.

I brought him a pad and pen, and
he then wished me “Gut Shabbos” as he
never allowed me to stay with him for
Shabbos; he was concerned that [ keep
my responsibilities to my Kekhilla on

. Am:a THE HoLocAusT,
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T WAS AN ESLAND CALLED meco.

6(

by Chana Mantel
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In the pages of LIDINGO, you will read unforgettable true stories of survival and renewal; deeply personal
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Shabbos, 1 returned his Gut Shabbos
wishes and left.

During shiva, I rummaged through
the suitcases that we had hwriedly
packed up with all his belongings after
his petira that Sunday, May 17, to see if
perhaps [ would find that pad. And find
it I did. He indeed penned notes for the
remarks he wanted to deliver at the 76
Annual Dinner of Agudas Yisroel, which
ended up taking place four hours after
his petira. Perhaps these remarks can be
considered Rabbi Moshe Sherer’s tzava'a
(ethical will} to Klal Yisroel. Some of the

points appear below.

He headed the piece of paper:
5/17/98, 76! Dinner T'D2

Point #1: Last year’s Dinner, I
spoke with much anticipation that
70,000 people would be coming
together to recite Tehillim for cholei
Yisroel (ailing Jews) at the upcoming
Siyum HaShas. Little did I dream that
I would need these tefillos for myself.
S0 I thank you all for vour fefillos. As
David Hamelech says in Tehillim:
“Hw IR M 2w o orwir — |
thank the Ribbono Shel Olam for allow-
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ing me to come out of the hospital to
praise the Ribbono Shel Olam and to
deliver these words here this evening,

Point #2: The Klausenberger Rebbe
once told me that near his bunker in
the concentration camp there was a
pond of water, which the Nazis had
poisoned. Anyone who would be
extremely thirsty and would go to the
pond to quench his thirst, would
immediately perish., When people
sank to that level of desperation, they
had no choice but to drink from their
own waste to survive. When he came
to that point, he said, “Ribbono Shel
Olam, 1 must have fallen to this
degrading point because in the past |
took for granted my ability to have
water for drinking — something so
readily available.” So he made a
promise to the Ribbono Shel Olam that
when he would be liberated, and be
abie to drink water, he would never
again take water for granted. Whenever
he would have a glass of water, he
would so shout the beracha “Shehakol”
that the walls would shake from the
power of his voice.

Baruch Hashem, he was liberated.
The very first time he held a cup of
water in his hands, he did indeed shout
out the beracha in appreciation. And
the second time. And the third. But
now it’s forty years later, the Rebbe
confessed and, “1 occasionally do
remember those days in the concen-
tration camp when I was forced to do
something so animalistic to survive,
and I remember the vow I had made.
But more often, when I have a glass of
watet, I'm not even sure if I made the
beracha or not. I am again allowing
myself to take life for granted. {He told
my father to tell people:] When are we
going to learn not to dare take things
for granted?”

[Here my father refers to the Germo-
ra Megilla 27b:] The disciples of Rabbi
Elazar ben Shamua asked him how he
was privileged to achieve longevity. He
attributed his long life to three things,
the third of which was that he never
lifted his hands without a beracha.'

A Gadol offered the following
homiletic interpretation: Rabbi Elazar
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ben Shamua was telling his talmidim
that if one wants to be zocheh to
longevity, one must realize that even
for the seemingly effortless acts — such
as raising one’s fingers, which we all
take for granted — one must express
gratitude to Huashem. When He sees
such gratitude for things that seem so
simple, then the Ribbono Shel Olam
grants long life.”

We take our personal health for
granted. We take our ability to walk
and talk for granted. We take our hav-
ing children for granted. We take for
granted our Gedolei Yisroel and their
mesiras nefesh for Klal Yisroel. We take
for granted Agudas Yisroel, and its
highly effective staff. We take for
granted the baalebattim that are sup-
porting Agudas Yisroel and all jts activ-
ities. We must keep saying Baruch
Hashem, not only for open miracles,
but for all that we take for granted. [He
then wrote himself a note “find anoth-
er expression for taking for granted?”].

Point #8: [He’s writing on his
deathbed, eight days before his peti-
ra, and all he’s writing about is Klal
Yisroel }

1t was brought to my attention that
there is going to be a new domed sta-
dium for one of New York’s baseball
teams. In about seven years, we will be
the first ones to lease this new domed
stadium for the next Siyum HaShas of
Daf Yomi, to fulfill “Kos yeshu’os essa
—I'will raise the cup of salvations and
will cali out the Name of Hashem.”

[And then he writes...the beautiful

1 Rashi explains this to mean that Rabbi Elazar
ben Shamua, as a kohein, never raised his hands
to bless the Jews without first reciting the
appropriate beracha.

2 Fountain of Gratitude: Every Yo Tov, upon
completion of the Kiddush, he would recite the
beracha T par? WM W wTHY and tears
would well up in bis eyes, for having survived the
year to reach this day. How special this beracha
was to him: How grateful we have te be to the Rib-
bonon Shel Olam that we are indeed alive - we must
realize how short our stay in this world is, and how
we must strive to fill our days with accomplish-
ments.

Every Shabbos, when we would walk to shul
hand in hand, he would say, “Look, Shimshie.
Look how the trees are blossoming. Lock at the
niflaos haBorei — the wonders of Hashem’s cre-

/1

he Ribbono Shel Olam pays back a person
in proportion to his deeds in this world.” |

could only imagine the room that the Ribbono Shel
Olam is preparing for my father in Gan Eden in
proportion to all his accomplishments.

cursive handwriting he was known for
throughout his life is hardly legible, he
was so weak] Point #10: A message to
all at the Agudah Dinner: The most
favorite expression should be two
words: “Baruch Hashem,” for all that we
have — ves, even for nesias kapayim,
even for the ability to lift one’s hands.

[The very last words that he wrote
in his life] Point #11: The Agudah
Dinner usually falls out two weeks
before the Yom Tov of Shavuos. The
Torah tells us “oovrmwn.” The Ribbono
Shel Olam told Moshe Rabbeinu that
he should caution Klal Yisroel not to
approach Har Sinai, not even to touch
the corner, because chalilla if one dares
do so, he would earn the death penal-
ty. My father reverts to lashon
hakodesh] quoting the Kotzker Rebbe,
who offered a homiletic interpretation
of this pasuk: wmanmaran — if one
is indeed privileged to have climbed
the mountain, to have achieved success
in spiritual realms, mn3 yranen S

ations. How grateful we must be!” And he would
continue, “How grateful we should be that today
we can keep Shabbos. We don’t have the nisyanos
(challenges) of the 1920’s.” He remembered, as a
little boy, walking to shul with his father holding
his hand. He would notice ehrliche tef'ere Yidden
—- sincere, precious Jews — walking cut of shul,
having davened Shabbos moming in the hashka-
wia minyan, He would notice them taking a token
out of their pocket, and they would, aebach, go
to the train station, off to worl., They weren’t able
to withstand the sisayon of being fired from work
every Monday if they would not come in on Sat-
urday, and having nothing to eat. “Shimshie, how
grateful we must be that today we live in differ-
ent times, We can be shomref Torah w'mitzvosand
shontrei Shabbas, and we don’t have this nisayon.
We don’t dare take that for granted.”

4a¥3nepa— the Torah warns us: don’t
dare satisfy yourself with touching the
foot of the mountain. oxn prin S8
vy mraneann- do not be one of those
who is satisfied with small attain-
ments, who is content as long as he
has reached the base of the mountain.
oY oY mbyy men 89N — one must
work on oneself to climb ever high-
er and higher, to strive for and reach
greater attainments.

* % ok

I ponder these words and they convey
the essence of my father’s life. I asked him
time and again: Why are you working so
hard? Why are you adding another pro-
ject to Agudas Yisroel? He would invari-
ably answer: Agudas Yisroel is a davar
she'bik'dusha, 1t's ruchniyus, When it
comes to spirituality, there is no leveling
off. One might think he can reach a
plateau and coast, but it is a false premise.
Because if one does not constantly
ascend, he will automatically drop.

“COMPASSIONATE FATHER”

before yetzi'as neshama, and I was

reciting the pesukim in “Yigdal)” as
is customary to recite near someone who
is about to leave this world.

1 read: Yopann Ton Ny o — “The
Ribbono Shel Olam pays back a person
in proportion to his deeds in this
world.” I could only imagine the room
that the Ribbono Shef Olam is prepar-
ing for my father in Gan Eden in pro-
portion to all his accomplishments.
Fifty-five years of devotion to his peo-

Iwas standing at my father’s side right
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ple. He touched so many people. He
helped so many Mosdos HaTorah.

Then [ began to sing my father’s
favorite niggun. It was a niggusn that we
sang i the car three years earlier, when
I had driven him to the hospital for his
very first chemotherapy treatment. Dri-
ving to the hospital was very somber,
when saddenly he said to me, “Shimshie,
put on a tape. Let me hear a Yiddishe nig-
gun. Maybe that will lift my spirits.”

I put on a tape. The very first niggun
was “Avinu Av Horachaman - Father,
merciful Father Who is compassionate,
have mercy on us.” He started singing
along. We were both crying. Suddenly my
father turned to me and said, “Shimshie,
we must not cry. We dare not cry.
Because Avinu Av Horachaman — there
is a Ribbono Shel Olam who is a Com-
passionate Father. You'll see, Shimshie,
He will be merachen with me” And he
began singing the song again and again,
the entire drive to the hospital.

That became our farnily anthem. This
year, at the Siyum HaShas, my father
selected “Avinu Av Horachaman™ to be
sung. I watched him, as he sat up on the
dais. Tears were flowing down his

cheeks, as he sang the words to himself.
It had such special meaning to him as
he had been telling me over and over,
“Shimshie, I have to live. I have to take
care of the Styum HaShas, to make it
into a real Kiddush Hashem, That so
many people should be nisorrer
(inspired) from it to go on and learn and
join study groups of Torah” And he
would always add: “Shimshie, I'm deter-
mined this time that 'm going to be an
active participant. I'm going to make it
my business to finish Shas”

With whatever strength he had, no
matter how late at night it was, he never
went to sieep without finishing that day’s
Daf, and thinking of a Vort to relate that
day’s Daf to his particular challenges and
accomplishments.

Thus at the Siyum HaShas, when he
sang Avinu Av Harachaman, tears not
only flowed from the joy he had that he
was the one who helped orchestrate this
Kiddush Hashem, There was also a per-
sonal joy. He too was zocheh to be
mesayem Shas.

I stood there before his yerzi'as
neshama, and found myself singing this
niggun—"Avinu ... Tatteh oy Tatteh,” and

Istarted crying. Then I remembered that
he had taught me three years before that
you're not allowed to cry. There is indeed
a Tatteh in Himmel who is an Av
Horachaman.

Anyone who was at the last Agudah
convention heard my father announce
that the Agudah had already reserved
space in various arenas for the next
Siyum HaShas, to accommodate
100,000 people. The date, 14 Adar Ris-
hon 5765, and he went on to say, as he
always would, with a big smile -
6:00 PM., SHARP! I locked at his notes:
5763 —i7own, in parenthesis he wrote
LW WYDP RO — gematria {numer-
ical value): Kiddush Hashem.

He had devoted his entire life to Kid-
dush Hashem. He lived his life as one
manifestation of Kiddush Hashem.
When I recite Kaddish, every time | say,
“Yisgadel veyiskadesh Shmei Rabba,” 1
keep thinking how my father’s entire life
was devoted to Kiddush Hashem. He left
a legacy for all of us to shout out, when-
ever we can, “ Yehei Shmei Rabba Mevo-
rach — May His Great Name be blessed
forever and ever” [ ]
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Rabbi Sherer visiting Agudath Israel's summer yoush camps, o favorite activity of the year.

His CHARGE TO THE NEW GENERATION:

TRUE AND
UNWAVERING:

The Proper Course For The
Torah Jew And His Community

Based on an address at Camp Aguc]all
by Rabbi Moshe Sherer 97X, President
of Agudath Israel of America, in conjunc-

tion with the camps fiftieth anniversary, Summer 5752, This article was

prepared for publication by Rabbi Shimon Finkelman.

A LESSON IN EXTREMES

fter experiencing the sadness

and mourning of the Three

Weeks, we now enter Shiva
d’Nechemta, seven weeks of hope and
comfort, which, in turn, lead to the
Yomim Tovim. What significance lies in
this sudden shifting of mood and pri-
ority, a shift that seemingly takes us from
one extreme to another?

With regard to the recitation of She-
moneh Esrel, the Mishna (Berachos 30b)
states that “even if a king greets him, he
should not return the greeting; even if
a serpent is coiled around his foot, lo yaf-
sik, he may not interrupt.” The Sfas
Emes explains the Mishna's choice of
these two examnples as representatives of
two extremes. Being greeted by a king
is a moment of personal pride and
excitement; having a snake coiled

Rabbi Shimon Finkelman, a rebbe in Yeshiva
Darchei Torah, Far Rockaway, NY, i1s a frequent
contributor to these pages, including “Windows
of Heaven,” in Mar. "98. He is the author of sev-
eral biographies published by Artscrofl Mesorah
Publications, as well as the recent More Shabbos
Stories.

around one’s foot is a time of fear and
helplessness. Nothing may interfere
with one’s personal encounter with the
King of kings, HaKadosh Baruch Hu. To
be a true eved Hashem is to maintain
consistency in one’s service at all times.

The shift from destruction and
mourning to joy and hope at this junc-
ture in the Jewish calendar reflects this
theme, as well. Whether in mourning or
in celebration, a Jew’s every thought,
word and deed must be reflective of his
exalted status as a member of G-d’s cho-
sen nation, a nation of Torah. At all
times, one must bear in mind: lo yafsik,
he may not interrupt.

This theme of consistency in avodas
Hashem runs throughout Jewish histo-
ry. All are familiar with the incident in
Megillas Esther where Haman was
forced to lead a horse bearing
Mordechai through the streets of
Shushan, proclaiming as he went, “This
is what is done for the man whom the
king desires to honor” And what was
Mordechai doing at that very moment?

i The commentators explain that the Mishna is
dicussing cases where there is no threat to one’s

life.

The Midrash relates, “ Haya oseik b'Krias
Shema vlo yafsik — He was involved
with the recitation of Shema and did not
interrupt.”

As a contemporary example of this con-
cept, I recall the time some thirty years ago
when I was invited, along with twelve other
“Tewish leaders,” by President Kennedy fo
a meeting with him at his Oval Office. The
President called this confidential meeting to
explain a recent anti-Israel vote in. the Unit-
ed Nations Security Council in which the
U.S. had voted against Israel. The meeting
was to be held on Tisha B'Av.

I called HaGaon Harav Aharon Kotler
5w to ask whether or not I should attend
the meeting, and if yes, how to proceed. Reb
Aharon was unequivocal in his opinion that
I'must attend, and he instructed me to con-
sult HaGaon Harav Moshe Feinstein 5731
as to how I should conduct myself in attend-
ing this meeting on Tisha B'Av. Reb
Aharon then kept me on the phone for an
hour and a half, as he gave me a lesson on
the security problems facing Israel, and how
I should approach each problem, should it
come up at the meeting. I can attest to the
fact that Reb Aharon never listened to the
radio or read a secular newspaper, yet his
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thorough knowledge of and insight into
Israel’s situation was astounding. I did
attend the meeting with President Kennedy,
and sure enough, the points that Reb
Aharon asked me to present became the focal
point of that discussion.

Even when being “greeted by a king,”
lo yafsik, one must not refrain from seck-
ing out da’as Torah in order to know
how to respond.

At the opposite end of the spectrum, 1
recall @ very different situation some four
years ago when Mayor Ed Koch issued his
“Executive Order Fifty.” According to that
order, city funding would henceforth be pro-
vided only to those organizations that
would give their written consent to hire indi-
viduals whose way of life is described by the
Torah as an abomination. Agudath Israel
was the only organization that declared its
refusal to heed this order, and instituted a
lawsuit against New York City (“we fought
City Hall”}) — though it stood to lose two
million dollars of government funding for its
various chessed projects. This decision was,
of course, decided upon by the Torah Sages
of the Moetzes Gedolei HaTorah. Agudah
won its lawsuit, and in the process, had
enhanced K'vod Shamayim by declaring its
willingness to suffer great financial loss rather
than compromise its Torah principles.

A meeting at the Oval Office. A strug-
gle over a matter of abhorrence. The
first, a situation of honor and grandeur.
The second, a matter or lowliness and
possible devastating financial loss. In all
situations, one must always bear the
yoke of Malchus Shamayim, the will of
Hashem as stated in the Torah and elu-
cidated by the Torah leaders of every
generation.

AJEW AT ALL TIMES

he Gemora (Nedarim 8a) states

i that the First Beis Hamikdash was
destroyed “al shelo barchu
baTorah techilla — because the Jews of
that generation did not recite the
required beracha before studying
Torah” The commentators grapple with
the significance of this sin. How could
the omission of a single beracha bring
about a destruction of such proportions?
The Satmar Rav "3t wrote an

explanation based on a Tosafos (Berachos

11b) that asks why one is not required
to recite a blessing again when he
returns to his studies after a day at work
or some other interruption. We find,
Tosafos notes, that with other mitzvos
(for example, sukka) an interruption
demands a new blessing. Tosafos resolves
this by saving, “Torah study is different
{from other mitzvos] in that one never
diverts his mind totally from it, for at
any given [available] moment, one is
obligated to study Torah....”

The Satmar Rav offered a somewhat

The sin of the generation at the time
of the Destruction, says the Satmar Ray,
was that their time spent in between
their studies did not reflect the teach-
ings of Torah. The fault of shelo barchu
baTorah techilln was that their errant
behavior outside the walls of the beis
midrash created a hefseik, an interrup-
tion, between the learning that pre-
ceeded their mundane activities and the
learning that followed them. Thus, they
were guilty of resuming their learning
without reciting the beracha, which such
interruption had made necessary.

meeting at the Oval Office. A struggle over a

matter of abhorrence. The first, a situation of

honor and granduer. The second, a matter or

lowliness and possible devastating financial loss.

In all situations, one must always bear the yoke of

Malchus Shamayimn.

different resolution to Tosafos’s question:
A Torah Jew lives a life diametrically
opposed to that of the Maskil, whose
motto was, “Be a Jew at home and a man
of the world in the street” One who cre-
ates such a dichotomy has lost sight of
the very essence of a Jew’s purpose on
this earth. As the prophet declares in the
name of Hashent: “Am zu yatzarti tehi-
lasi yesapeiru— This nation have I fash-
ioned; My praises they shall relate”
(Yeshayahu 43,21).

Every waking moment of a Jew’s life
should be an extension of his study; one
must be a Jew in the workplace as much
as when bent over a Gemora, immersed
in study. Thus, a Jew is not required to
recite a blessing when he returns to his
sefer, for his activities can never be total-
ly removed from his learning.

ENCOUNTER WITH A “LO YAFSIK” JEW

Mesivta Torah Vodaath. It was dur-

ing that year that the great Bara-
novich Rosh Yeshiva, HaGaon HaRav
Elchonon Wasserman 17 visited the
United States on behalf of his yeshiva.
The Mesivtas founder, Reb Shraga
Feivel Mendlowitz, %", arranged that
I should serve as attendant to Reb
Elchonon for two months during his
stay at the Broadway Central Hotel in
New York.

One Motza'ei Shabbos, Reb Flchonon
was visited by my Rebbi, Hagaon HaRav
Shlomo Heyman, ¥, Rosh Yeshiva at
the Mesivia, They were involved in
earnest discussion when there was a
knock on the door and several rabban-

In 1939, I was a bachur studying at
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im entered. These rabbanim did not
engage the great Baranovich Rosh Yeshi-
va in serious discussion. Instead, they
offered some humorous “sichas chulin
shel talmidei chachamim,” as they
exchanged witticisms with one another.

I could sense Reb Shlomo’s embar-
rasment at the level of their conversa-
tion. Reb Elchonon’s reaction, howev-
er, left me stymied. Throughout their
entire conversation, Reb Elchonon's
did not utter a word. His face appeared
as if frozen in an unnatural expression,
I was ingrigued by what appeared to be
a sort of semi-smile on the face of the
Rosh Yeshiva.

Reb Shlomo explained it to me the
following morning. “It’s really very
simple,” he said. “Reb Elchonon’s every
action is guided by Torah. The Gemora
(Berachos 31a) states, ‘Assur le'adam
sheyemalei sechok piv b'olam hazeh —
until the coming of Moshiach when the
Beis HaMidkash will be rebuilt, it is for-
bidden for a Jew to smile a full smile’
Reb Eichonon wanted to acknowledge

Rabbi Sherer at the Pircher Agudath Israel Siyum
Mishnayos; 1995

his visitors’ wit, s0 he smiled — but he
was so much an embodiment of Torah,
that in his thought process, he had

already measured out exactly what was

)
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considered a ‘full
smile, and as such,
prohibited.”

These were and
are our gedolim, men
who can justly be
called living Torah
scrolls. It is our
obligation to consult
those scrolls before
embarking on any
venture of signifi-
cance, and it is for us
to emulate their
ways, and let Torah
—-and only Torah -
dictate the course of
our actions. We must
never allow ourselves
to become split per-
sonalities by
approaching  life
according to “chang-
ing realities” A Jew
must always bear in
mind: lo yafsik, there
may be no interrup-
tion in following the
dictates of halacha.

THE BEN TORAH'S ROLE

ith regard to the mitzva of
Wreciting “Shema,” the halacha
requires that one remain in

his place when accepting upon himself
ol Malchus Shamayim (yoke of the
Divine Rule) in the first chapter’s open-
ing verse, but one is permitted to walk
around when reciting the remaining
verses, In citing this halacha, Midrash
Tanchuma (cited by Tosafosto Berachos
13b) writes that when “one reaches [the
verse beginning with] “vahavta es
Hashem Elokecha — and you shall love
Hashem, your G-d, yeleich 'darko, one
may go on his way” I once heard this
wording of Midrash Tachuma explained
as follows:

In defining love of Hashem as
expressed in the words vahavia es
Hashem elokecha, Chazal expound:
“She’yehei Shem Shamayim mis'aheiv al
yadecha — That the Name of Hashemn
should become beloved through you.”
This, Chazal say, is accomplished when
a Jew's interaction with others reflects
the teachings of the Torah that he stud-
ies { Yorma 86a).

Even this, however, is not sufficient.
A ben Torah who accepts upon himself
ol Malchus Shamayim, and is bound to
Torah with all his heart and soul, should
not be content with living for himself
and serving as a model for others in a
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passive sense alone. There comes a time
when a rebbi or Rosh Yeshiva will advise
a ben Torah: “Yeilech ledarko — Let him
go on his way” — let him go out to
spread the word of Hasher to others and
inspire them with an appreciation for the
beauty and sanctity of Torah life.

I'was in Eretz Yiroel this past June at the
time of the Israeli national elections. The
morning after the elections, I visited HaGaon
HaRav Elazar Menachem Shach, Row,
HaRav Shach greeted me with the warmth
that is so typical of gedolei Yistoel: He then
said to me, “There are those who are critical
of me.” HaRav Shach explained that in the
days immediately preceding the elections, he
had instructed bachurim in his veshiva to go
out and garner support for the United Torah
Slate. Some were critical of this, as it took the
bachurim away from their learning.

HaRav Shach explained to me that he
had based his decision on two considera-
tions. Firstly, the outcome of the elections
could have major implications for the
future of Torah interests and mosdos in
Eretz Yisroel. HaRav Shach then stated his
other reason: “I had in mind the chinuch
of my talmidim.” He wanted to inculcate
them with the idea that a ben Torah must
be conscious of the needs of the Klal and
must be willing — of course, at the right
time and upon the guidance of his rebbe’im
— to go out and be oseik b'tzarchei tzib-
bur bemuna with a sense of achrayus,
responsibility, for the klal.

HaRav Shach concluded by saying that on

that very morning, he had entered the great |

beis midrash of the Ponovezh Yeshiva, and
declared that now everyone must renew his
full-time pursuit of Torah study, and any
diversions would surely be bittul Torah.

[ have in the past referred to Agudath
Israel of America as a “lo yafsik move-
ment,” a movement that never wavers for
an instant from heeding the advice and
instructions of our gedolim as we pursue
that which will enhance the glory of
Hashem, His Torah and His people, The

:Some people misconstrue a gadol’s unyleldmg
adherence to his principles for sternness of char-
acter. [n fact, Torah leaders such as the Chazon
Ish, the Brisker Rav, the Beis Yisroel and all the
other gedolim who led the struggle to preserve
Torah life in Eretz Yisroel, were warm, caring tzad-
dikim, whe exhuded love and concern for their
fellow Jew.

task is awesome and we cannot do it
alone. It is the sacred responsibility of
every ben Torah to realize that he, too,
must at some point in his life play an
active role in enhancing k'vod Shamayim.

As a community and as individuals,
we must persist in our Torah-true,
unwavering approach to life and spread
the word of Hashem both actively and
by example, until the time when
Hashent's glory will be perceived by all
and the world will be fulfilled with the
knowledge of Torah. |
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From Bishtei Ainayim, a Hebrew-language collection of essays by
Rabbi Sherer 77Xt translated into English by Rabbi Avi Shafran

Talking To The Wall

Reﬂeohons on the pas.sage. I re)oweaf as tlzey told me ‘Let us go lo the house of
(7(:/51?7;};, 22,1} “..in the house 0[ G-d we would walk with ﬂ?e mg (; il 53,15).

H a 6'14 em.

A THIRST, BUT NOT FOR WATER

avid Hamelech’s words were
Dever s0 vivid to me as on 2 hot

summer day last month [in
Tarmmmuz 5728/ July 1968 — A.S.], when
I visited Jerusalem for the seventh
time, but the Kosel for the first,

Betore I had even unpacked my suit-
case, | was pulled like iron scraps to a
magnet there, to the site the Shechina
never departed, the wall that T had stood
before so often, but only in my heart.

After the long flight and subsequent
taxi ride from Lod to Jerusalem, |
should have felt only tired and thirsty.
But reaching Jerusalem today, a Jew is
seized by a different sort of thirst, a soul-
ful yearning to stand in the presence of
the sole remnant of the house his
ancestors built for Hashermn.

Within moments of my arrival in
Jerusalem, I was on my way to the Kosel
Ma’aravi, the Western Wall of the Tem-
ple’s courtyard — and clearly not the
only Jew so impelled. As | hurriedly
descended the steps from the Arab shuk
to the Wall, I came upon many others
who, like me, had just arrived in the holy
city. They had, likewise, not paused
before rushing to glimpse what, until
then, they had only seen in their dreams.

Along with us first-time visitors, on
that sweltering Jerusalem summer day,
flowed a veritable river of local Jews who
had surely already visited the Kosel many
times since the Six Day War, drawn, like
the rest of us, by the relentless pull of
the ancient stones.

I3 TP DR a3, “In the house
of G-d we would walk with feeling”

This essay is based on an article that originally
appeared exactly thirty years ago, in Des Yiddishe
Vort {Menachem Av 5728/1968). Rabbi Shafran
is Director of Public Affairs of Agudath Israel of
America.

(Tehillim, 55,15).

And a9, “L.and rejoice with
trembling” ( Tehillim, 2,11), too.

Walking down the street leading to
the Kosel Ma'aravi, an excitement crys-
tallizes and one begins to tremble, not
out of fear of any danger but out of pure
happiness — the restless agitation of a
lost little boy who has suddenly spied his
mother.

Unexpected tears then gush forth, hot,
holy, and sublime. Here, at the Kosel
Md’aravi, one cries the tears of the Jewish
people itself. One weeps over
maww R T EY, “Mount Zion, lying des-
olate” (Eicha, 5,18}..., over the Shechina’s
own exile..., and over the tragedies and
trials of all Jewish generations since the
Shechind's concealment behind this Wall.
1oTE I Tt 7 7R, “He is standing
behind our Wall..” {Shir Hashirim,
2,9). “This refers to the Western Wall”
{ Yalkut, ibid).

WALL OF PRAYER, WALL OF TEARS

he “Wall of Prayer,” the “Wailing
TWalL” So has the world described
the Kosel Ma'aravi over the years.
Poignant descriptions, indeed, for the
earth’s largest repository of Jewish tears.

The Wall has looked out upon all of
Jewish history, the entire mixture of
incomparable happiness and unparal-
leled suffering. A mere glance at the Kosel
summons the mental image of the Beis
Hamikdash, the Kohanim performing
their service, the Levi’im in song, and the
entire Jewish people imbued with close-
ness to the world’s Creator.

Giving rein to one’s imagination, the
images of the Midrash and liturgy come
wonderfully alive. The mind’s eye per-
ceives kings and prophets, the consecrated
vessels and the Kohein Gadol emerging

from the Holy
of Holies.

And, again,
YT e,
“Rejoice with
trembling”
(Tehillim,
2,11),  The
happiness is
tempered, too, with a shudder of sad-
ness, because ™Y oDua® o MR
orMaR M S, “Woe to the children
who have been driven from their father’s
table..” (Berachos 3b). For other images
enter one’s mind as well: the holy Tem-
ple twice engulfed in flames, the thou-
sands of other Jewish tragedies, mar-
tyrdoms and auto da fe — whose sole
survivor is the Kosel. The expulsion of
Jews from Spain and the bonfires of the
Inquisition loom before the visitor, the
massacres of Tach V'Tar (1648-1649) in
the Ukraine, and the more recent and
horrible Holocaust, for which all words
seem woefully inadequate. prwn’ ROn
WAL FART IR, “At the very sound, the
soul is in anguish” ( Yom Kippur liturgy).

Here, the rivers of Jewish blood
become rivers of tears.

Standing at the Kosel, 1 began to
understand how the Wall exerts its pull
on so many Jews throughout the world,
even Jews seemingly remote from their
heritage. I realized that aslongas a Jew
has not utterly detached himself from
his people, not only can he speak to the
Wall, but he can even hear it whisper
back to him, confiding secrets of the past
and hope for the future.

AYiddish folk-saying dismisses con-
cerns with the words, “Go talk to the
wall” I am convinced, though, that the
expression cannot be Jewish in origin,
because it means “No one will listen to
you,” while the Jewish people do have a

Rabbi Sherer’s last visit
to the Kosel Jan. 98.
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wall to which they can speak and which
listens to them. No less personage than
the Gerrer Rebbe, 31, once wrote that
the Talmudic expression witRk e bmiab,
“The wall has ears” (Vayikra Rabba,
32:2), refers to the Kosel Ma’arqvi. This
wall hears; it absorbs every Jewish
moan, and responds with consolation
and encouragement,

IMPERVIOUS TO DESTRUCTION

he Tanna D’bei Eliyahu relates
Thow Rabbi Nassan went to the site

of the Temple and saw, amid the
destruction, a lone wall still standing. He
was told it was the Kosel Ma'aravi; the
Sheching had never departed it, and so
no attacker could destroy it.

The Kosel is thus a wall not only of
wailing, but of hope. It symbolizes the
Jewish people’s very existence. Howev-
er often our nation was decimated, a
remnant has always remained to carry
on. It may well have seemed hidden on

many -— and long — occasions, but |

never once did it allow for our people’s
destruction, for the success of any
“Final Solution”....

Even the Kosel's own history reflects
the upheavals of our people’s past. There
were times when Jews could come to the
Wall, and times when the new occupants
of the area so obscured it that it could
not be approached. Later times saw the
Kosel practically buried under heaps of
rubbish. For nineteen years, the site was
inaccessible. And vet today, through
Hashem’s help, the Wall is again in Jew-
ish hands. May it be His will that it
remain so, until the holy Temple is
rebuilt, speedily, in our day.

THE KOSEL’S URGENT MESSAGE

o us Torah-Jews, the Kosel speaks
| with particular urgency, demand-

ing that we fan the flames it has |

sparked in the depths of so many Jew-
ish souls.

One sees Jews at the Kosel donning
ad hoc, ili-fitting head-coverings, fer-
vently kissing the Wall's stones and pray-

ing silent, burning prayers. I spoke to |

several such visitors, and they readily

bared their hearts to me, pouring out
their pain over the emptiness of their
lives. They too have received a message
from the Wall, and are impelied, as they
stand there before its stones, to do some-
thing meaningful. But they do not
know what or how.

The Kosel demands that we embrace
these Jews in every way we can and help
them confront the full meaning of
their Jewishness. The Wall demands that
we pound on the doors of all the Jew-
ish hearts it has set ajar, so that they
might be opened further still. The
Kosel implores us to more actively
address our brothers and sisters con-

cerning Shabbos, Kashrus, and the Jew-
ish education of their children.

Are we listening?

These introspective days between the
fasts of the Seventeenth of Tammuz and
Tisha B'Av are a most fitting time for
hearing the Kosel's special call to the
Torah world.

And when we fully absorb that call,
bringing the Jewish masses not only to
the Kosel's stones but to its message, we
will then merit the true comfort of
which the prophet Yeshayahu spoke: “Be
comforted, be comforted, My nation...”
{ Yeshayahu 40,1}, and the return of the
lone Kosel's companions. |
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