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Regal Meals 
From the U.S.A., meals 
are prepared under the 

Experience 
the New and Improved 

Services at JFK 
Luggage-handling at the 

new Terminal 4 is now more 
efficient. Our departure hall 

is greatly enlarged with 
more check-in counters. 
And, the lounges offer 

supervision of Rabbi 
N.E. Teitelbaum, Volover 
Rav Shlita~ From Israel, 
glatt kosher meals are 

under the supervision of 
the Beis Din Zedek (Badatz 
Eda Charedit Jerusalem). 

Fly in Comfort 
EL AL flies new Boeing m aircraft 
to Israel and only EL AL operates 
state-of-the-art 747-400s, all with 

more spacious seating. Plus, your 
Israel experience begins the 

moment you board EL AL with 
Kosher Israeli food, an Israeli 

hebrew-speaking crew and the best 
Israeli Air Force trained pilots. 

Special 
seating allows 
you to travel 

without 
the distraction 

of in-flight 
entertainment.** EL AL also offers 

a special audio channel with 
excerpts from the Talmud Bavli 

and Yerushalmi as well as 
Hassidic music. 

Kedusha 
of 

Eretz 
Israel 
on 

ELAL. 

a ritual hand washing basin, 
improved catering and a 

high-tech Business Center. 

Frequent Traveler Clubs 
Earn free tickets and upgrades 
with ELAL: s "Matmid" and 
"Loyal" Traveler Clubs, the 

only clubs with no 
--- blackout dates 

on flights to and 
from Israel. Earn 
additional points 

with ELAL:s 
many partners 

including 
American Airlines" and 

American Express Membership 
Rewards.sM 

Low Family 
Fares 

Parents traveling 
with children 

under the age of 
12 save 25% on 
their first child, 

50% on their 
second and 75% 

on all other children. 

EL AL is the world's only kosher airline with no flights on Shabbat. For more information, 
call your travel agent or EL AL at 800-223-6700 or 212-768-9200 in New York. 

'Rq;al meab mu,;l be ordered at lea~! 48 hours befor.c departure. "Avail in rnach class. 



Rabbi Abraham J. Twerski, M.D • 
. ~ shows how to make the most out of our prayers 

E f JOU tJJffl cReat1nq the sonb Between man anb 
I D ab bi Abraham J. T werski M.D. has written many a memorable and masterly tome, -·---------

1 'tut this one may be the masterpiece for which he will be remembered. 
In Prayerfully Yours, Rabbi Twerski responds to the inner need of countless · 

thousands: How can I get the most out of my prayers? How can I use prayer to 
bring myself closer to my Maker? 

Rabbi Twerski quotes the chassidic master Rabbi Moshe of Sarnbur: "The Torah is 
what G-d gave to man. It is the G-d-given method whereby we can bond with Him. 
Prayer is what man gives to G-d. It is the means whereby we can bind Him to us." 
Marvelous words! Inspiring words! 

In this book, Rabbi Twerski shows us how to translate those words to reality. In his 
unique and winning manner, he explains and comments on many of the daily, Sabbath, 
and festival prayers. Interspersed with his comments are essays that explain many of 
the practices and customs associated with the Siddur. 

This is not a typical Twerski book. It is an original and priceless contribution to 
every Jew's service of the heart, a book that will be read over and over again. 

on the 
Insights, stories and observations by Rabbi Yissacher Frond an the weekly Tarah reading 

D abbi Yissocher Frand is one of the Torah world's most popular speakers - teacher is a better word - because of 
1 'tiis remarkable b!end of content, humor, eloquence, passion, and sensitivity. His lectures are standing-room-only 
events and his cassettes are listened to over and over again, and passed on to friends. !n this book, he shows why. 

His insights hit home, his stories elicit admiration and smiles, his concern for his listeners draws them to him like a 
magnet. Not many speakers can transmit the spoken word to paper without losing their effect. Rabbi Frand does it with 
amazing and gratifying success. 

The weekly Torah readings will be immeasurably enriched by Rabbi Frand's well-reasoned, solidly constructed pre
sentations. This book is a pleasure to read- and its many messages will remain with the reader long after it is put down. 

ENCORE A Young Couple's Triumph 
Over A Dreaded Illness 

It was the best of times: newlyweds whose life was a continuous sunrise, expecting_ their first child, with not even a hint 
of trouble. Then the sky clouded over. Then came symptoms, treatment, diagnosis, verification. Her kidneys were fail

ing. Life would never be the same - and might even be coming to an end. 
This is a story of the incredible strength and courage of a husband and wife, left almost on their own and given little 

hope. They would not surrender to the "inevitable." With deepening devotion to one another and infinite faith in the mercy 
of the Creator, they would not give up- until the emergency ca!! came on Shabbos evening: "A kidney is available. You must 
come immediately." And they did. The Concorde brought them to New York and emergency surgery vindicated their faith. 

Mrs. Miriam Dansky chronicles their story like a poet. Beautifully and movingly written, this is a book that will thrill and 
inspire; it's for everyone, and especially for people facing illness. 

CHOFETZ CHAIM: 
LESSONS IN TRUTH 

DAILY STUDIES IN HONESTY AND 
FUNDAMENTALS OF JEWISH FAITH 

Qnce again, Rabbi Shimon Finkelman and The Chofetz Chaim Heritage Foundation have responded to the oft
expressed need for daily lessons on matters that touch the heart of Torah life. 

In this new book, Rabbi Finkelman draws on the Chafetz Chaim's writings on honesty, integrity, and faith. Each daily 
selection has stories and comments, so that no page is ever dry. This is a book that should be savored and read aloud 
to children, family, and study groups. It should be the basis for discussion on how to bring its messages into practice. 

~Qe~:!e~QQs~ e~r9a~N - \ 
Rabbi Michael Haber has a gift, and he is generous enough to share it with us. He kn.ows that people \ 

can often do the impossible, if no one tells them it can't be done. This little book is chock-full of precious observa- I 
tions, each prefaced with a story, and fleshed out with astute and witty quotes and co_mments applied to everyday life. To 

1 read Don't Look Down is to enjoy a wealth of short selections that are rich in stimulating content. If there is one common ,_...,.,.......,. 
denominator, it is this: life can be sweeter than we ever thought possible - and a lot more rewarding, too. L__::..:_ ____ .~ 

~ A"ilable at your local Hebrew book>toce oc call 1-800-MESORAH •In NYS: (718) 921-9000 • FAX: (718) 680-1875 • www.artscroll.com 
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u~~, n1vl.' il:r!):i 
As we go to press, we have just learned of the petira of 

Rabbi Elazar Menachem Man Shach, '.roit, Rosh Yeshiva of Ponovezh, 

leader of the Torah world for the last several decades_ His passing leaves 

an enormous vacuum. il":J~)l1 
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Responding to the Messages of Recent Events, 
based on a presentation by Rabbi Yaakov Perlow, the 
Novominsker Rebbe N"1'""'1 

A Message on the Wings of an Eagle, 
based on a presentation by Rabbi Matisyahu Salomon N"1'''1!1 

Coming to Terms with the Trade Center Tragedy, 
taken from remarks made by Rabbi Levy Yitzchok Horowitz, 
the Bostoner Rebbe N"1"'1!1 

An Agenda for Strength, 
based on a presentation by Rabbi Yisroel Simcha Schorr "'""''"' 

The Day the World Changed Forever, 
by Yonason Rosenblum 

Insights From the September I I Tragedies, 
based on a presentation by Rabbi Ephraim Wachsman "'""''"' 

41 Reader's Forum 

We apologize to our readers for the late appearance of this, the October issue of The Jewish 
Observer, and to some of our overseas subscribers who received the September issue woefully 
late. Understandably, the publication schedule of this issue as well as distribution of the September 

issue was radically interrupted by the flow of events beginning on September I I. The magazine's 
office,located just a few blocks south of the World Trade Center area, was simply not accessible 
for dose to two weeks following the Twin Towers tragedy. 

Several overseas shipments were delayed due to unusual customs security concerns and other 
similar factors, necessitating re-mailing several weeks later. 

And then, of course, the impact of September 11 called for setting aside publication of the 
contents originally projected for this issue, to make room for the discussions that are featured 
in these pages. 

We hope ii'll't to speed up production of the next several issues, to, restore the appearance 
ofjO in your hands to its former regularity. 
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II vou or vour children have tested with 
Dor Yeshorim vou must read this! 

A significant medical advancement has 01":i 

occurred in the field of genetics, enabling Dor 
Yeshorim to provide you protection against a 
horrific disease called Familial Dysautonomia (FD). 

This disease occurs within the Jewish Ashkenazi 
community as - or more - frequently than Tay 
Sachs and Cystic Fibrosis. 

Children with FD have severe neurological and 
muscular problems, causing untold suffering 
and a reduced life span. 

Our Rabbonim and Medical Advisors have urged 
Dor Yeshorim to include Familial Dysautonomia 
and several other incurable recessive genetic 
diseases into our testing program. 

Therefore, if you have previously tested through 
Dor Yeshorim and are neither married nor engaged, 

please call (718) 384-6060 with the following information: 
1) Date of Birth 2) Your personal Dor Yeshorim ID # 3) Home telephone number 

We may be able to access your DNA of these tests; you need pay only a nomi-
information for further testing without nal fee. By calling now, you will save 
the need for additional blood drawing. time, money and aggravation as the 
The results will be entered into our confi- capacities of the labs are limited. 
dential data base, under your personal we urge you to take advantage of our 
ID num?e_r •. readily available for future expanded testing program and 
compat1bil1ty requests. DOR give your family the full protection 
For a limited time,* Dor Yeshorim that Dor Yeshorim provides and the 
will subsidize a major portion YESHORIM security that your family deserves. 

*This subsidized offer 
expires January l, 2002. 

0011/t fU-1: your future, a± ruk! 
Clll 11181 384-6060 TODAY. 

YOU -AND YOUR CHILDREN -Will BE THANKFUL YOU DID. 



NOTED IN SORROW 

W
e join Klal Yisroel in mourn
ing the loss of Rabbi Aharon 
Soloveitchik i1::>1:J7 j7'1Y i::>r, 

Rosh Hayeshiva of Yeshivas Brisk in 
Chicago and of Yeshivas Rabbeinu 
Yitzchak Elchanan in New York. A pro
found ta/mid chacham of extraordinary 
hasmada, he was widely admired for his 
vast love of Torah and unyielding fealty 
to principle. 

Reb Aharon was born to Rabbi Moshe 
Soloveitchik (son of Reb Chaim, of 
Brisk) and his Rebbetzin Pesha (nee Fein
stein, daughter of Reb Elya Pruzhiner) in 
Choslovitz, Lithuania, in 1917. When 
only five years old, he was tested by Rabbi 
Chaim Ozer Grodzenski ?·lit on his 
knowledge of Rambam's Shalsheles 
HaMesora (Chain of Tradition). At ten, 
he was writing original Chiddushei 
Torah. 

"When the Communists took over 
Choslovitz in 1919, the Soloveitchiks 
escaped to Warsaw. As Reb Moshe pre
ceded his family to the United States in 
1928, to serve as Rosh Hayeshiva in 
Yeshivas Rabbeinu Yitzchak Elchanan, he 
engaged Rabbi Yitzchok Hutner ?·lit to 
teach his young son in Poland. (Reb 
Aharon used to say that he was Rabbi 
Hutner's first - and youngest - ta/mid.) 

Before leaving to America in 1930, Reb 
Aharon visited his uncle, the Brisker Rav 
':r"lll, Rabbi Yitzchok Zev Soloveitchik, and 
repeated his bar mitzva drasha (his own 
chiddush) to him. The Rav told him that 
his own father, Reb Chaim, had 
expounded the same idea in Volozhin 
(subsequently published in his sefer). 

Ever his father's ta/mid, Reb Aharon 
ultimately received semicha from him. 
While he earned a law degree as a pos
sible means for livelihood, he never put 
it to use, for he dedicated the rest of his 
life exclusively to learning and teaching 
Torah. In 1948, he became a maggid shiur 
in Mesivta Rabbeinu Chaim Berlin, 
under the leadership of Rabbi Yitzchok 
Hutner. The profundity of his shiurim 

We acknowledge Rabbi Boruch Kelman (rnus
rnach of Yeshivas Brisk, Chicago) and Rabbi Yosef 
Gavriel Bechhofer for their contributions to this 
tribute. 
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broadened the horizons of his talmidim, 
and kindled within them a driving aspi
ration to advance in Torah knowledge. 

His total immersion in Torah thought 
was legendary. Since Reb 
Aharon lived in Washing
ton Heights (to be in close 
proximity to his aging 
mother), he took the sub
way to Mesivta Chaim 
Berlin in Brownsville, 
Brooklyn, more than once 
riding past his stop, and 
back again, oblivious to the 
stations passing by the 
train window. 

When his brother Rabbi 
Yosef Dov Soloveitchik 
?'"lit, Rosh Hayeshiva of 
Yeshivas Rabbeinu Yitzchak Elchanan, 
became ill in l 960, Reb Aharon "substi
tuted" for him until 1966, resuming shi
urim after his brother's final illness, until 
his own petira. 

In 1966, Reb Aharon was invited to 
serve as Rosh Hayeshiva in Beis Midrash 
La Torah, in Skokie, Illinois. The "Tradi
tional" movement that then had domi
nated Chicago had done away with 
mechitzos and introduced 1nicrophones 
in many Orthodox shuls. (The movement 
is almost extinct today- thanks, largely, 
to Reb Aharon.) Rabbi Yaakov Kamenet
zky ?··o;r had advised Reb Aharon that his 
contemplated move might not be in his 
personal interest, but would benefit Kial 
Yisroel by challenging these tides. Reb 
Aharon fought the battles of Torah on the 
front lines, even when it led to con
frontations with lay leaders with oppos
ing ideas. 

He continued to divide his time 
between Chicago and New York, even 
later in life when - due to a debilitating 
illness - he suffered unceasing pain, and 
had difficulty walking. He tenaciously 
maintained his schedule, flying twice 
weekly between shiurirn. 

Reb Aharon clearly differentiated 
between halacha stringencies that were 
personal hanhagos and those that were 
causes tOr public remonstrance and 
activity. Besides the issues surrounding 

"Traditional Judaism," the latter includ
ed inatters such as eruvin and yashan, 
where his influence contributed to wider 
observance. He broke away from the Bais 

Midrash Le Torah in Skok
ie on an issue of principle, 
and established Yeshivas 
Brisk, now led by his sons, 
R' Moshe and R' Eliyahu. 

In the Brisker tradi -
tion, Reb Aharon did not 
look at chessed as some
thing he did, but as integral 
to his existence. One 
would n1erely mention a 
specific need to him - not 
intending that Reb Aharon 
take action - and Reb 
Aharon would pick up a 

telephone and take care of the matter. 
Since the mid-70's, Reb Aharon 

endured draining yesurim (suffering): he 
suffered a devastating fire, a debilitating 
stroke, institutional financial woes, and 
the tragic death of a grandchild, among 
other challenges. His countenance 
bespoke the majestic emuna that sus
tained him through all his trials- emuna 
that inspired awe and ad1niration, and 
imparted emuna to its beholders. 

Reb Aharon had a special partnership 
with his late Rebbetzin, the former Ella 
Shurin ;i .. v, daughter of Rabbi Moshe 
Shurin, Rosh Yeshiva of Ritava, Lithuania. 
During the early years of their marriage, 
his salary was n1eager and sporadic. Posi
tions in other fields were available, but 
his sole, consun1ing interest \vas Ibrah, 
with his wife's full cooperation. Her pri
mary goal was to ascertain that he not be 
distracted from learning. An inspiring 
mechaneches (pedagogue) in her own 
right, she maintained their home to 
always be open to talmidim and others 
who turned to them for help. 

Rabbi Aharon Soloveitchik ? .. lit passed 
away on 18 Tishrei 5762,leaving behind 
an indelible imprint on the thousands he 
influenced with his singular genius, 
extraordinary love of Torah, unwavering 
adherence to principle, and unswerving 
loyalty to his talmidim. 

il"'.:l~)n 
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own roadway, from the 
Woolworth Building past Wall 
Street toward the Battery, had 

always been predictably stimulating, a 
visual capsule of the metropolitan expe
rience, a tourist's delight. 'fhis time- ten 
days after the devastating terrorist 
attack - the walk was startling, depress
ing: merely glancing at the Liberty 
Street promenade to the right was far, 
far more jolting than expected. Instead 
of leading the eye to the World Trade 
Center, the now-ashen plaza was punc
tuated by a forty-foot-high heap of rub
ble, smoldering with fires not-yet
extinguished [still the case a month 
later!], framed by twisted ten-story 
steel arches that once graced the 
entrance to the 110-floor skyscrapers. 
And above them - instead of 50,000 
people involved in commercial, profes
sional and civil pursuits - there was 
blank space ... dusty, choking air. 

More than New York City's impos
ing skyline changed with the collapse of 
the Twin Towers on that fateful Sep
tember 11 morning, a day of infamy, 
when the Pentagon also was struck by 
a shattering blow from the same brazen 
source. America's sense of inviolability, 
unchallengeable might, and mastery 
over its destiny also suffered severely, as 
did the sense of security of its air space 
and the stability of its economy. The ter-

8 

-:4'-~rt~ 
r ib!e;<t<>)I' ()jflh um an suff ermwan 
ic loss of life, matched by the incredi' 
ble bravery of the rescue personnel -
city, state and federal officers, as well as 
volunteers, Hatzalah workers notable 
among them - still looms large in every
one's mind. Also significant, ho,vever, 
was the transforn1ation of our inner 
landscape that resulted; and this human 
factor was underscored by the porten
tous time of this vicious attack: the clos
ing days of Ellul, only a week away from 
Rosh Hashana, the Day of Jndgment for 
all mankind. 

A
s the emergency workers 
painstakingly dug through the 
rubble from this atrocity, in 

hope of finding survivors, and contin
ue to sifr through the ashes, to perhaps 
discover a clue as to who or what had 
been destroyed there, we too search for 
meaning and clues of instruction from 
this overwhelming event. To be sure, as 
People of the Torah, our understandings 
and our guidance 111ust come from 
Torah sources, as examined and inter
preted by Torah teachers. 

The following pages will contain 
thoughts conveyed during an evening of 
inspiration sponsored by Agudath Israel 
of America addressed by Rabbi Yaakov 
Perlow N""""'1, Novominsker Rebbe and 
Rosh Agudath Israel, and Rabbi 

Matisy<lll)'F. .. . . . oµ., ;i-t 
giach of Beth Medrash Govoha. The 
Bostoner Rebbe N""""'1, Rabbi Levi Yitz
chok Horowitz also spoke on this issue 
to his Kehilla in Boston. 

In addition, the Chafetz Chaim Her
itage Foundation organized a gathering 
in Yeshiva Ohr Somayach in Monsey, 
where Rabbi Yisroel Simcha Schorr 
N""1''7"1, Rosh Yeshiva in Yeshiva Ohr 
Somayach, and Rabbi Ephraim Wachs
man N'"""'"' of Rosh Yeshiva Meor Yitz
chok of Monsey, NY, addressed the 
topic. 

We will draw from their words to 
study the impact of the event, highlight 
the timing of the attack, and focus on 
insights to be gained. 

These discussions, incorporating 
citations from the lectures, are prefaced 
by "Reflections the Day After;' by Dr. 
Aaron Twerski, who is a member of the 
Editorial Board of The Jewish Observ
er. This issue also includes a discussion 
of the political and diplomatic forces at 
work in our current precarious state as 
Jews and as Americans, by contributing 
editor to JO, Yonason Rosenblum. 

May the insights gained and the les
sons learned help guide us to achieve 
inner strength and spiritual growth, in 
keeping with the expectations and 
demands of our Creator. N.W. 

The Jewish Observer, October 2001 



IN THE AFTERMATH ... Dr. Aaron Twerski 

Reflections the 
Morning After 

111T1'> N7 Cl'1 1'>l':l 1!11'\?.' Vj?n'> ON 
"Does the shofar sound in a city and the nation does not fear?" 

T
he prophetic words of Amos 
came home to us yesterday. 
We had hardly completed sound

ing the shofar after Shacharis when we 
heard another shofar that came with a 
tekiya and shevarim. The Twin Towers 
were hit with straight blasts, and then 
broke apart and collapsed. And indeed 
America as a whole, and the Jewish peo
ple in particular, were filled with fear. 

In a few moments, it dawned on us 
that we are vulnerable. Terrorists are not 
confined to the West Bank, Haifa, Gila 
and Jerusalem. They reached New York 
City and the Pentagon in Washington 
D.C., and did so in a manner so horrif
ic, that words cannot describe the fear 
and angst. The mighty1Win Towers, a fix
ture in the skyline of New York was no 
more. The Pentagon, the seat of the 
American military, was on fire. The loss 
of life was calculated to be in the thou
sands. The horrendous fear on the faces 
of multitudes escaping the burning 
inferno in Lower Manhattan looms 
large in our memories. 

The terror in not knowing for days on 
end whether family and friends, next-door 
neighbors, husbands and wives, brothers 
and sisters were alive .... The panic dur
ing the day, not knowing whether the 
valiant (there must be some better word) 
Hatzolah volunteers made it out of the 
Towers before they collapsed .... 

The thousands of telephone calls 
from parents to yeshivas and day schools 
wanting to know what security precau
tions were in place. Should we pick up our 
children now? Are the buildings locked? Is 
there police protection? Will I see my she
fala tonight? 

-~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Dr. Twerski, a member of the Editorial Board of 
The Jewish Observer, is a professor in Brooklyn 
Law School and serves as chairn1an of the board 
of Agudath Israel of An1erica's Commission on 
Legislation and Civic Action. 
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The revulsion to the remarks on the 
street that it's the fault of the Jews. The 
question that Dan Rather of NBC asked 
Shimon Peres: "What do we tell the Amer -
ican people when they ask is this not due 
to America's support for Israel?" (Yes, of 
course, blame the victim not the crimi
nal.) The decision of CNN to run only 
Arafat's statement denouncing the ter
rorism, but refusing to show the Arabs 
dancing in the street in Nablus. The 
knowledge that our existence in the 
American galus is precarious. But worse 
than everything is our own sense of help
lessness. We throw up our hands in 
despair. It is out of my control. And there
in lies the greatest danger. As a good friend 
pointed out to me this morning, we have 
forgotten the second half of the pasuk in 
Anzos. 

iTVV 'fob 'ill i'V::l nvi ''i1l"I CN "Can evil 
befall a city and Hashem did not cause it 
to be?" 

It will not do to hear the shofar, trem
ble ... and stop there. Fear alone will bring 
no good unless it leads to introspection 
and the resolve to turn our lives around. 
The Rambam's words in Hilchos Taanis 
are unmistakably clear: 

1. It is a positive Torah command 
to cry out and sound trumpets on any 
affliction that befalls the community .... 

2. Such action is consistent with the 
ways of teshuva (repentance). When 
troubles occur, and people respond 
with crying out ... , all will realize that 
their misdeeds are at the source of their 
misfortune ... and this will inspire 
them to bring an end to their affliction. 

3. But if there is no crying, no trum
peting, and people say that their suf
fering is a normal aspect of life - mere 
coincidence - this is a cruel reaction 
and encourages them to persist in their 
evil practices. And so, over and above 

this misfortune, worse will befall 
them, as it says in the Torah: "And if 
you act with me bekeri (with happen
stance), then I too will deal with you 
in furious keri." That is, if when I bring 
afflictions upon you to inspire you to 
teshuva, and you will respond by dis
missing it as keri- coincidence- I will 
bring upon you the fury that such keri
reaction warrants. 

RAMBAM HILCHOS TAAN!YOS J, 1-3 

L
et the rest of the world look at bin 
Laden. We must look at ourselves: 
"Lev yodei'a moras nafsho." We 

each know our own vulnerabilities. And 
in the dark of night, we know that area 
of weakness all too well. We just have 
difficulty believing that we make a dif
ference. The holy Baal Shem once 
asked: Chazal tell us that every day a bas 
kol (heavenly voice) emanates from Har 
Sinai calling "Shuvu banim shovavim. 
Return, My wayward sons." The Baal 
Shem pondered, What good is the bas 
kol- what purpose does it serve - if no 
one hears it? And he answered his own 
question: Every day, every Jew has 
pangs of conscience and feelings of 
remorse. Those stirrings are initiated by 
the bas kol. But, why then do we not 
respond to this heavenly voice? I sus
pect that it is because we don't believe 
that G-d speaks to us. "What, Hashem 
talks to 'little ale me'? You've got to be 
kidding! Sinful me does not warrant a 
private audience with Hashem." 

But, that is all wrong. The Holy Tzad
dik of Avritch once said that one who 
does not believe that Hashem dwells 
within him, even in his state of imper
fection and sin, is to be considered an 
apostate (min). If we are to combat our 
sense of helplessness and despair, we can 
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only do so by turning inward. But to do 
so, we must believe not only in Hashem 
but in the divine spark that lies within 
us. 1'hat we count and that our actions 
can effect us for the better, and change 
the course of the world. The disciple of 
the Baal Shem, the Toldos Yaakov Yosef, 
put it well. The three books - for Tzad
dikim, Benonim and Resha'im-that are 
opened on Rosh Hashana are not 
dependent on past acts. We are asked in 
which book we \Vish to enter our 
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EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT 

T
he above words were jotted down 
on September 12, in the midst of 
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Wf:S,C>:t~-~:- :,, ,,_''::t'~tili, 
be difflcult to unravehme's 

feelings- mourning for those who per
ished; expressing tefilla v'tachanunim for 
those who we hope will be rescued, that 
they regain their health and the stabil
ity of their lives; endeavoring to bring 
comfort and encouragement to their 
families .... There is a feeling, on the one 
hand, of anguish; and on the other hand, 
of trying to understand 1l7 'il nw T1Ntilr.l 

- "What is this that Hashem has done 
to us?" 

First of all, we should understand that 
this tragedy was an attack on the entire 
concept of yishuv ha' olam- civilization. 
Our belief and confidence in human 
prowess, in man's towering abilities and 
financial achievements, have suffered a 
crushing blow. Moreover, every person 
carries within himself tzellem Elokim -
the Divine image - and the loss of each 
life is a tragedy unto itself. 

In addition, we Americans are for
tunate to live in a malchus shel chessed 
- under a benevolent, humanitarian sys
tem - and the members of Kial Yisroel 
in this country, in this state, and in this 
city have maintained a peaceful, grace
ful relationship with shloma shel 
malchus, full tolerance and cooperation 
of the government. Chazal counsel us to 
pray for the wellbeing of the government 
- ni~'m 7w nr.n?w::i '""rm >m - for with-
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\1t$:pr~e 
(,4.vds. 3:_2 ) •• Beyond that, hoWev~i', we' 
have been blessed with most fav<;irable 
treatment from our government. We 
should surely share in the pain and sor
row not only of Acheinu Bnei Yisroe~ but 
also in that of the country and city at 
large, as well as with the families of the 
thousands of people who lost their lives, 
who are suffering as a result of the atroc
ity unleashed by the forces of evil that 
seek to undo our way of life. 

THE NATURE OF THE MESSAGE 

W
e are a people who strive to 
learn - especially when events 
carry such profound mes

sages. Our current trauma brings to 
mind a passage from the Prophet Yona. 
The passuk relates "Hashem cast a 
mighty wind on the sea and there was 
a great storm, and the ship threatened 
to break. 

"But Yona descended to the ship's 
hold and he lay down and fell asleep. 

"And the Rav Hachovel - the ship's 
captain - came to him and told him, 
D11l 'f> nr.i - 'How can you sleep so 
soundly!"' 

Rashi explains this to mean: "How 
could you sleep at this moment? The 
ship is about to break apart!" (see Yona 
1,4-6). 

In our times) as well, we are navigat-

inner voice demanding: "How can you 
sleep so soundly!" We cannot go to sleep 
as easily as we did a week before the dis
aster, or last year! In fact, n1any of us have 
not been sleeping too well this entire past 
year, in view of the ongoing crisis in Bretz 
Hakedosha. But we had assumed that at 
least in this country, following a normal 
course of events, there was a sense of 
security. Hashem Yisborach has shown us 
that if there's a hisorrerus of midas hadin 
- if justice is being demanded - no one 
is secure anywhere. 

All are familiar with the passuk cited 
in connection to the awakening call of 
the shofar. nm>!<? tl))l 1'))::11"11'> Vi'11' DN 

"Is a shofar ever sounded in a city and 
the people do not tremble?" The passuk 
concludes: i1'\?.')) N!7 'i11 i~:i. nvi n'iln t:IN. 

"Can there be a n1isfortune in a city if 
Hashem had not brought it?" (Amos 3,6). 
The Navi Amos refers explicitly to 
"misfortune in a city ... "; precisely what 
we have been experiencing. 

So the Rav Hachovel, the Master of 
our ship of state, is calling to us, 
DTll'f>nr.i? How can you sleep through life 
peacefully, as if nothing has happened? 
How can you eat your breakfast, lunch 
and dinner, as if all were normal? "Get 
up! Call to your G-d! Perhaps G-d will 
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think of us!" ( Yona 1,6) 
It should be clear to everybody -

especially to those of us in this country 
- that a new chapter has been opened 
in our lives. rfhe status of our lives here 
is not the same anyn1ore. As n1a'amin
in1b'nei1na'arninitn who see Hashgochas 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu b'olamo - firm 
believers in Hashern's control of events, 
in every detail - it is incu1nbent on us 
to internalize this conviction, not just 
paying it lip service. 

SEPARATING THE STRANDS 

S
o how do we take the threads apart? 
First of all, the Chumash tells us 
that there will be periods during 

the Ikvesa d'Meshicha, before the climax 
of acharis haya1nirn, of nn.r1 1i1N~r.:n 

n'!Ul n1::i.1 "Many evils and distresses \Vill 

befall them" (Devarim 31,17). We 
thought that we had suffered the full 
brunt of that prophecy 55-60 years ago, 
in the ch urban of Kial Yisroel in Europe, 
and that it was something of the past. 
But these "evils and distresses" are 
defined in Chumash as hester panim -
the hiding of Hashern's countenance -
an experience that is designed to shake 
us up and destroy our equanimity, to 
bring us to the realization that 
':11j7.:J 'j77N 1'N ':I 7lJ N?ii Nli1i1 Ol'.:J lr.lNl 

i17Ni1 TllVlil 'JlN:::lr.l "Is it not because 1ny 
G-d is not in my midst that these evils 
have come upon me?" (ibid.). We 
recognize our shortcon1ings and are 
ready to draw closer to Hashem. And 
yet, it says in the very next passuk, 
l\'JN Vli1 7,:i 7V 'l!J: TlN l'l'1PN lr1Pil ':l)Nl 

t:1'1T1Nt:1'i17N?NiU!J'.::>ilW. "But I will sure
ly have concealed My face on that day, 
because of all the evil that [the Jewish 
people] ... did, for it turned to alien 
gods" (ibid., verse 18). 

The Ramban poses a question here: 
There has already been a hisorrerus (spir
itual awakening) as a result of the suf· 
fering endured, and people have come 
to the recognition that they were inflict· 
ed with those painful experiences 
because Hakadosh Baruch Hu did not 
have enough of a presence in their lives. 
Why, then, is there need for additional 
hester paniln, further concealment of His 
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presence? The Ramban explains that 
there are madreigos of teshuva (levels of 
return) on the part of Am Yisroel. 
There is a hisorrerus (awakening) of 
teshuva, there is a hirhur of (an inspi
ration for) teshuva. Beyond that there is 
a viduy gamur (full confession) and, ulti· 
mately, teshuva shleima (complete 
return). 

Our recognition that we have wit
nessed an etzba Elokim, the handiwork 
of liashern in events, means that we have 
experienced a hisorrerus. We should then 
be ready to advance in our closeness to 
Hashen1, beyond hirhur teshuva, because 
challila v'challila we do not want to be 
exposed to additional degrees of hester 
paniln, in retribution for turning to elo
hifn acheirirn. - This latter expression 
does not only refer to idolatry. It can also 
mean alien forces. For elohiln refers to 
any force that renders Judgment, such 
as courts of law. TiJ attribute events to 
forces in life other than Hakadosh 
Baruch Hu, at any given inon1ent, is to 
be guilty of following elohim acheirim. 

Our teshuva in times of crisis is not 
only a matter of feeling a hisorrerus, an 
awakening to improve - to daven bet
ter, to co1ne closer to Hakadosh Baruch 
Hu - which of course is essential. We are 
expected to go a step beyond incre· 
mental improvement. After all, there has 
been a radical change in our lives, and 
this is because the hanhaga of Hakadosh 
Baruch Hu in a civilized world has also 
taken an avvesome turn. By the same 
token, we must progress in our closeness 
to Hashetn. 

AVOIDING SUFFERING AND PAIN 

W
hen a person encounters 
yesuritn - suffering - he must 
examine his actions: 

l''VlJr.l.:J i!.!'!JW!J' 1'7V O'N.:J 0'llD' 01N i1N1l. 

Whether you had friends or acquain· 
lances in the World Trade Center or not, 
it is incumbent on all of us to engage in 
introspection, ain1ing for self-improve
ment. 

Rabbeinu Yona, in his classic Shaarei 
Teshuva, delineates specific require
ments to achieve atonen1ent for trans
gressions, in accordance with varying 

degrees of severity. Sonic sins require a 
complete teshuva to be forgiven. Others 
are not atoned for without some suf
fering, as \\'ell. One category is so grave 
that it has no final kappara until one's 
day of passing. 

Rabbeinu Yona, however, invokes 
the passuk in Mish lei ( 16,6) 
~v 1!l1~' 111'.lNl ;p11~. "By lovingkindness 
and truth is transgression expiated." In 
Ikm· 17 of his 20 Ikarim (Principles) of 
Teslwva (Shaar I), Rabbeinu Yona 
explains that although son1e transgres
sions cannot be forgiven on the basis of 
repentance alone, and would depend on 
yesurinz (suffering), involvement in 
chessed can act to exempt a person fro1n 
yesuriln. Similarly, ren1orse for chillul 
Hashe1n is norn1ally inadequate to 
expunge a person of this grave trans
gression; con1plete atonement can only 
come with death. Nonetheless, he points 
out, "if a person upholds truth and sup
ports it, and causes the light of truth to 
glow in the eyes of others, ... lo\vering 
factors of falsehood, in ways of kiddush 
Shem Shanwyim, he will be spared pun· 
ishment." 

These two elen1ents - chessed and 
en1es- protect a person from suffering. 

We hope that as individuals we arc 
not involved - each in his private life -
in chillul Hashen1. As a comn1unity, \Ve 
must always be exceptionally vigilant to 
be free of chillul Hashem. But one thing 
is certain. It is incumbent upon us at this 
tin1e of eis tzara (crisis) to seek every 
opportunity to folfill the mitzva of being 
mekadesh Shem Shamayim. Opportu
nities of kiddush Shem Shamayim 
abound every day in our interpersonal 
dealings with both other Jews and non
Jews alike. Opportunities to increase 
k'vod Shamayim are at our doorstep all 
the tin1e - in our business affairs, in the 
way we speak to others, and in how \Ve 
maintain an ayin tova- a forgiving, gen
erous eye in regard to others. 

If a Jew who believes in Hakadosh 
Baruch Hu and practices I-Iis rnitzvos 
is seen to perform acts that others 
admire and commend, then Hakadosh 
Baruch Hu can say in regard to him 
lNOl1N 13 WN 71<11?.». "Israel! In you do I 
find glory!" For example: 
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A recognizably ]elvish man chose to 
terminate his taxi ride two blocks from 
his destination, to allow the driver an 
opportunity to pick up another fare 
more easily. The non-]etvish driver 
turned around and said, "Now I know 
why the fews are a chosen people." 
One cannot fully assess the kiddush 

Hashen1 inherent in such small acts of 
consideration! This can happen all the 
ti1ne. It is incumbent on us to seek out 
ways in which to n1ake positive changes 
in our lives, to deliberately look for occa
sions to be mekadesh Shem Shamayim 
- not only to atone for past 1nisdeeds, 
but to realize "And all the earth will be 
filled with His glory!" Through such ini
tiatives, creation can reach its ultimate 
purpose of providing Hakadosh Baruch 
I-fu with a dvvelling place in our 1nidst. 

An exemplary case related by the 
Gemora deals with the sale of a don
key to Rabbi Shimon ben Shetach by 
a non-Jew. The rabbi discovered a 
large gem hidden in the saddle of the 
donkey, and returned it to the man 
who had sold the donkey to him: It 
was not 1neant to be part of the trans
action. The non-Jew exclaitned, 
"Blessed is the G-d of Rabbi Shimon 
ben Shetach!" because Rabbi Shi
mon hen Shetach's behavior was 
beyond the norm of established busi
ness practices. It could only be a 
Divinely-directed action. This gesture 

sanctified Shem Shamayim to him. 
The potential for such kiddush Shem 

Sha1nayi1n is inherent to business; it is 
inherent to dealing with neighbors; it 
exists in family relations; and it can be 
the result of a life lived with careful sen
sitivity to all demands of derech eretz. 

INVOLVEMENT IN CHESSED 

((we will conclude with 
you." - Thus did Hashem 
infonn Avrahan1 in His 

initial command of" Lech Lecha" to the 
first of the Avos, that the opening para
graph in the Shmoneh Esrei (Bi re has 
Ha'Avos) would conclude with: "Baruch 
atta Hashem, Magen Avraham." This 
blessing is sealed with his name. 

This can also be understood as a 
promise to Kial Yisroel: history will come 
to its final culn1ination, when the world 
grows in middas hachessed, the attrib
ute associated with Avraham. 

Indeed, gemilas chassadim is a key to 
our community's ability to thrive and 
grow. 1'his is certainly true of i\1nerican 
Jewry. Not just today, and not only these 
past ten years. This goes back to close 
to a hundred years ago. But at the san1e 
time, we have n1uch to atone for. As 
n1entioned, Rabbeinu Yona underscores 
the message that chessed is indeed a 
source of atone1nent, citing the passuk 
in Mishlei ]1)11.!:ll:>' noNi ~tin:i. In Sha'ar 
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HaRevi'i, he explains that emes is real
ized through Torah. Abaye and Rava, 
whose opinions are recorded through
out the Babylonian Talmud, were 
descendants of Bnei Bili, a family that 
was cursed to perish as young n1en. 
Abaye and Rava, however, were exen1pt 
fron1 the curse. 'fheir dedication to 
Torah study coupled with chessed earned 
them each a longer life: Rava lived 40 
years, and Abaye, who practiced chessed 
in addition to Torah study, lived to be 
60 (Rosh Hashana !Sa). 

Many women are deeply involved in 
chessed projects on a volunteer basis, 
ranging from bikur cholim to helping in 
schools and working with all sorts of 
charities. But there are son1e acts of 
chessed that everyone can do as an indi
vidual throughout the day- for exam
ple, by being mekabel a person b'sever 
panirn yafos (greeting people with a 
war111 welcon1e). In addition, 1nany acts 
of chessed resonate with kiddush 
Hashem. This includes how, in both 
casual and personal relationships, one 
deals with others who are less gifted. It 
can apply in a yeshiva setting - a supe
rior bachur's dealings \vith a weaker 
one ... in shul ... or simply when cross
ing the street: The smile one shares with 
son1eone who is in less fortunate cir
cumstances - financially, socially, moral
ly, e1notionally. In truth, everyone can 
benefit from chizuk, a pat on the back 
- literal or verbal. Who is going to give 
it to us if not our own brothers and sis
ters? 

In truth, there has never been a gen
eration that needs as much chizuk as 
ours, even though we are financially far 
better off than our grandfathers were. 
Many people do not function optimal
ly nowadays, and they need encourage
ment. Others are in need of hadracha 
(guidance). Offering a person encour
agement and a sense of wellbeing is an 
act of inco111parable value, \vith so much 
Olarn Habba in store for those who pro
vide it to them. 

(These words should not be dis
missed as just another rnussar shmuess. 
Life has changed. And if one fails to 
recognize it, he is guilty of pure folly! 
It's not the sa1ne society anymore.'n i' 
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u:i '111'11. The Hand of G-d has been upon 
us. "An evil has befallen the city." 
Indeed, the City of New York is not the 
same. Are we going to be the same? Are 
we merely going to improve, daven bet
ter? Or are we ready to make radical 
changes in our entire way of life - with 
ourselves, with our family, with our 
chaveirinz, in our midas ha'emes, our 
integrity?) 

AREAS FOR ACTIVE 
SELF-IMPROVEMENT 

W
e have all been under the 
impact of the volatile situation 
in Eretz Yisroel. And now we 

are all reeling under the shock of what 
has happened in this city. During an l1"1ll 

.nv - at a time of crisis - a person is 
expected assume changes for the better. 
Indeed, over the past few years, we have 
been witness to son1e commendable ini
tiatives at self-improvement. For exam
ple, people have become more sensitive 
about the way they talk. They eschew 
lashon hara, and have adopted regular 
sessions of study of Sefer Chafetz Chaim. 
We should all take advantage of this 
hisorrerus (inspiring initiative), and be 
much more careful as to what we say, 
about whom we talk, and the way we 
talk. It is not an easy matter, for Chazal 
recognize that all people, son1e time or 
another, become enn1eshed in avak 
Lashon hara - implied gossip. 

In addition to referring to care in 
speech in his discussions on self
i1nprovement, Rabbeinu Yona also 
includes this concept in another Ikar, 
another of his "Principles of Teshuva": He 
prescribes performing positive actions 
with the very limbs one has used in a 
transgression. For example, if someone 
sinned with his hand, he should do a 
mitzva with his hand. Similarly, if he 
sinned with his mouth, in addition to the 
teshuva process - which includes chara
ta (remorse), kaballa (resolve), and viduy 
(confession) - he should compensate for 
the shortcoming and rectify it with pos
itive actions, using his power of speech: 
Speak well of one another. Discuss 
Torah thoughts. Give people encour
agement with well-chosen words. 
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Let us bear in 1nind that when fac
ing a crisis, we would also do well to 
emulate Yaakov Avinu who \vas noder 
(assumed a binding obligation) in his 
own time of tzara: Should he return 
safely and unharmed from the years he 
would spend in the house of Lavan, he 
\vould create a Reis Elokim - a House of 
G-d in his life. We should be thinking 
along similar lines for ourselves. 

CELEBRATING WITH 
GOOD SENSE AND RESTRAINT 

T
here is yet another specific area 
where \Ve 1nust endeavor to 
undergo change. Ghazal clearly 

call for changes of lifestyle when an indi
vidual or a family undergoes a crisis; all 
the more so when a tzibbur-the com
munity at large - is faced with difficult 
tirnes. In our current situation, it would 
be in place for everyone to restrain him
self from ta'anugei olam hazeh, materi
al pleasures and indulgences. The key 
word is restraint. P'rishus- total \Vith
drawal - is an aspect of tzidkus (saint
liness), which is not within everyone's 
province. An across-the-board exercise 
of simple restraint, however, is son1e
thing all could benefit from. We truly do 
not need all the comforts that we have 
become accustomed to. 

More specifically, for the past 20 years 
or so, rabbanim have been decrying lav
ish simchas, unjustified extravagances, 
wasting n1oney on all sorts of non
essential aspects of life, \Vhich are in vio
lation ofn7£W1'1!ll, a humble spirit, which 
is a principal trait associated \Vith Avra
ham Avinu (see Avos 5:22). While cer
tain inroads have been made here and 
there, many people have dismissed 
most such efforts as a waste of titne. For 
a year now, a con1n1ittee of lay leaders 
has convened, seeking to establish 
guidelines for chasunas, bar 1nitzvas, 
among other simchas, adhering to spe
cific, modest standards. 

(As just one example, the vort peo
ple make to celebrate an engagement has 
come under scrutiny: What function 
does it perform? People borrow, and 
ultimately waste money on a vort. Why? 
To keep up with their neighbors? The 

excuse is that everyone else does it. No 
one would be deprived \Vere this custom 
to be discontinued.) Jews in Bretz Yis
roel celebrate sirnchaswith an abundance 
of enthusiasm and joy, without adopt
ing extravagant extremes. Even those 
who can afford a more lavish affair 
would do well to follow the model of the 
Israeli type of celebration. 

This entire reassessment is n1eant for 
the purpose of protecting Kial Yisroel, 
in the mode of teshuvas hatzibbur, 
teshuvas harabbhn - community-wide 
reform and in1provement. 

The Ribbono Shel Olam is talking to 
us - here and in Eretz Yisroel. It is time 
to put an end to all of these wasteful 
practices as quickly as possible. Perhaps 
there are some courageous fan1ilies 
who have growing children and will cPN 

be making simchas, and will be willing 
to serve as bold examples: Their bar 
n1itzva celebration or chasuna will be on 
a different, more modest scale. And as 
for the so-called vort, it can be done away 
with completely .... This is an area 
where con1pass1on, economy of 
resources of funds, time and energy, and 
good sense come together for the ben
efit of all. 

Let us respond positively, with rach
manus (compassion) for one another. 
And Hashem in turn will have rach
rnanus on us. • 

Shliach Tzibor & Programming 
" ' ~ 

Orthodox shul_ Daven Shachans!Musaf on 
Shabbos/Shalosh Regal:m. Manage expanding 

Outreach & Youth Programs. 20-hrs/wk. Approx $30K 

Fax resume: 314-993-4821 • Mail: Nusach Hari 
B'nai Zion, 8630 Olive, St. Louis, MO 63132 

Specializing in small bJtim for a perfect fit. 
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}?:W~lieif[i!li~mYisbotacli · !fhis r~ what }ve h~a.;pf<)misel! 
•t9r{icog!'iietl}e f~ct that we stand Hashem Yisborach.in the. tefillos of last 

before Him "agudim b'tzara - unit- year's Rosh Hashana. It woulii seem that 
ed in sorrow, united by sorrow:' Perhaps those who are endowed with more sen-
we must now add to that: "united by sor- sitivity were feeling terror in their 
row and fear:' hearts over the entire year that followed. 

On Rosh Hashana and Yorn Kippur, They experienced awe, and saw the 
\'\!'e beseech Hashen1 Yishorach 111 1:i:n Hand of Tlashc111 in the rush of events, 
up?N 'il 1"'1TI!J- "Besto\v Your fear on us." especially as they had an i1npact on the 
Let us be rnve-struck. Let us feel dread. Jews in Fretz Yisroel. 
0'~11;r.J '7v ;ro - May the close ones expe- A week before this past Rosh 
rience fear, nKi~"1 ;n:i ?o '7v lnr.l'N1 - and Hashana, the Ribbon a Shel Olam 
niay all creation feel dread. de1nonstrated, unequivocally, vvho is 

Last year (Rosh Hashana 5761 ), we baalebos (Master) over the world. Once 
had begged Hashem Yisborach to imbue and for all, He instructed us to be afraid. 
us with awe and dread. Now that the Do not say," Shalom alai nafshi -All is 
year has ended with in1111ense fear, how 
are we expected to respond? Should we 
lose our heads in confusion and hyste
ria, or should the events jolt us to our 
senses? 

Let us see how the Yarniln Nora'i1n 
tefillos continue: O'WlJtlO ?:i TtN1'1 

0'N'11:J.n7:i-pl!l?nnn1!nl - "May all works 
revere You, and all creatures bo\v down 
before You." We say to Hashem, We need 
dread because our hearts are cold and 
numb. But we promise Yau, if Yau instill 
us ivith dread in a 1vay that 1ve will see 
clearly that it conies fron1 You, then 1ve 
will transfor1n it into yiras Sha1nayin1: 
fear afG-d. 

Not only Kial Yisroe/, but all creation 
tvill recognize You. In response to 
that moment of dread and awe, 
o'71!I ~~7~ ll1~ nwv7 nnN mu>< o?o 1"1V'1 
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well with me:' To the contrary, events 
insisted: "Be afraid of Me!" 

II. IN SEARCH OF FEAR 

0 
ur goal should be to transform 
this pachad into yiras Shamay
im, in keeping with the expres

sion in the tejillas, as mentioned. Act
ing on that fear, \Ve should accept as our 
first kaballa (resolution): "To become a 
united society to do Your will:' May this 
fear sorrow serve to unite us. We con
template the tragedies - in one stroke, 
thousands of children became yesomim 
(orphans) 7"i; in one stroke, thousands 
of families were torn asunder and left 
in sorrow, not to speak of the questions 
of agunos that are going to arise - and 
we feel the pain. 1 

','\ 

ea·a~'.ifong es<J"'.1<; Y>. '·.· > .. < ,. 
mitment to Avinu Sheb4$hamayim a~ 
the binding factor. Let us hear the mes
sage of Hashem Yisborach, and respond 
in keeping with His wishes. 

III. MOUNTING HASHEMS WINGS 

I
n Parshas Ha'azinu, the Torah 
describes Hashem Yisborach's rela
tionship with the Jewish People in 

a very special way: i"7ru 7v 1)j7 i~v~ "l)?)):J 

'JTTI'. (Devarim 32,1 l) In leading Kial Yis
roel) Hashern Yisborach is con1pared to 
the eagle, the mighty king of the birds, 
Y11ho soars in the heavens. When 
approaching his own offspring) that 
san1e n1ighty eagle has cornpassion, and 
he arouses his young gently, by hover
ing over the nest. Rashi explains that the 
eagle is heavy, and its young are 
extremely weak. He therefore does not 
land directly on the nest; that would be 
too frightening for them. Instead, he 
flaps his wings and swoops from one tree 
to another, shaking the branches, mak
ing much noise. The fledglings become 

- - ----·--·----------------
! As a side co1n1nent to the above, I 111ust n1en
tion the pain that I have fe!t for so-called agurws 
-won1en who suffer as a result of estranged hus
bands who refuse to grant then1 a get. Let us 
encourage the guilty parties to put aside griev
ances and petty concerns and end the agony of 
those \vho are being denied their opportunity to 
1nove on in their li\'es. 
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aware that he is con1ing, and they pre
pare themselves to receive hin1. When 
he lands, it is not a shock. 

The Ribbono Shel Olam employs sim· 
ilar tactics when He comes to judge us 
- as David Hamelech sang in Tehillim 
( 96, 13 ) J'1Ni'l '1N 1'~\?h N:l '~ N:l '~ '1'Pl!l7 -
"Before Hashem, for He will have 
arrived, He will have arrived to judge the 
Earth .... " Divine judgment is most 
frightening, especially if we are not well 
prepared for it. Through the thunder· 
ous rumble of events, rolling in ever 
closer, the Ribbono Shel Olam gives us 
an opportunity to gather sufficient 
strength to receive Him .... And this is 
\vhat is happening now, in our days. 

The passuk continues: 1i1ni7'1'!J)::J V"l!J' 

1ni:iN ':>v 1nN1'>'- "The eagle spreads out 
his wings, and he takes them and he car· 
ries them on his pinions." The Ribbono 
Shel Olam - in the manner of this eagle 
- is readying Himself, so to speak, 
to carry us aloft, si1nilar to the way 
He did when we left Egypt: mnN NWN1 

0'11'>l '~l~ ':>v- "And I carried you on the 
wings of an eagle.'' 

Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch 
':>"YT gives us insight into why the deliv· 
erance of Kial Yisroel in the Exodus from 
Egypt is described as being "carried on 
the wings of an eagle." Rashi explains 
that when the eagle carries its young on 
its wings, they are protected. If some· 
body would shoot at the young birds, the 
eagle absorbs the missile. Similarly, the 
Ribbono Shel Olam shields us from any 
assault from below. 

Rabbi Hirsch adds that while all 
other birds descend on the nest to 
grasp their young with their claws and 
carry them off, the eagle carries its 
fledgling aloft on its wings. How do 
the young get onto the wing? They 
must jump. If they do not extend 
themselves, they will never be carried 
by their mother, and they will be with· 
out the protection of the eagle. Today, 
we are experiencing the Ribbono Shel 
Olam's employing the tactics of the 
eagle thrashing its wings, as He stirs 
us with the sounds of His approach. 
The tin1e has come for Him to carry 
us on His wings. He is up to the stage 
of spreading out His wings, and He is 
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urging us: Children, jump aboard! 
I'm taking you aloft! 

Underlying these terrible, earth· 
shattering events is a strand of tova, of 
grace. But it is only tova if we respond 
to it. We have to rise to the occasion and 
jump on. We must take the leap at the 
right time. And the time is now. 

IV. THE LESSON 

H
ashem is teaching us a lesson 
with unusual clarity: i<':>l':>>n:iN':> 
'nli:i DN ':I n:i:i - ''Not with 

armies nor with strength, only with My 
spirit [will you overcome the enemy], 
says Hashem." During this time of cri
sis - due to our concern and our nerv
ousness - we are glued to the radios to 
hear reports, which are repeated and 
analyzed again and again. A set time -
or times - during the day would be more 
than adequate to keep us informed of 
all that we need to know. Listening to the 
repetition adds nothing new, but con· 
sumes valuable time: Time that could be 
put to better use in Torah study, in say· 
ing Tehillim, in performing acts of chessed. 

It hurts II 10 c 
mes IC 

5 8tli • 

It hurts 

It feels better just to talk about it. That's 
why we're here. Our staff is made up of 

caring and sensitive individuals. Together, 
we can help you explore your options. We 
can refer you to recognized professionals 

for counseling, legal advice or help in 
finding a safe environment. We can also 
put you in touch with some very special 

Rabbis. But in order for us to reach out to 
you, you must first reach out to us. 

Confidential Hotline 

Do it for yourself. 
Do it for your children. 

r 
o. 

1.888.883.2323 
(Toll Free) 

718.337.3700 
(NYC Area) 

Shalom Ta>k Force 1s a 501(c)(J) charitable org<in<Zdt1on 

·~---------- ------~---··---
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These are activities that truly make a dif
ference. Neither armies nor strength will 
make the difference. Ruchniyus- spiritu
al involvement - will. We must develop 
our sensitivity for ruchniyus, and give it 
priority in our lives. 

This means 1nore 1brah, more tzed
daka, more ahava (love) toward one 
another1 more e1nes (truth) in our lives. 
And, of course, as we stress during Rosh 
Hashana and the days of Selichos, we rely 
on the Thirteen Divine Attributes that por
tray the middos of Hashem Yisborach- the 
ways in which He deals with us, ways that 

He expects us to emulate. Indeed, we are 
commanded, "and you shall go in His 
ways:' It is our assigned task to study His 
Thirteen Attributes of Mercy, and to 
employ them in our interpersonal deal
ings. Savlanus - patience that \Ve are to 
have for one another ... the acts of chessed 
that we should be doing with each 
other. ... These should begin at home, in 
one's relationship with one's vvifc and chil
dren: to forgive, to overlook other people's 
mistakes ... even if they did not conduct 
themselves fairly with me1 nonetheless to 
deal with them with kindness, compas-

Shalheves is privileged 
to present series of 
unforgettable shiurim by 
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sion, and mercy, and chas v'shalom not to 
hurt another person. 

V.OURAPPROACHTO TEFIUA 

These are tin1es \Vhen we are in great 
need of tefilla. Let us understand 
that for our tefillos to be accepted, 

certain conditions n1ust be met: 
The Rambam says in the Introduction 

to the listing of the mitzvos in his Sefer 
HaYadthat the mitzvosof Purim, includ
ing reading the Megilla, are not considered 
additions on to the mitzvos of the Torah 
- which would be forbidden. These 
111itzvos are vvithin the purview of 1nak
ing a mishmeres- of setting up safeguards 
around the Torah's negative comn1ands -
and of encouraging concepts that the 
Torah stresses. \i\'ith this in mind, says the 
Rambam, the rabbis instituted public read
ing of Megillas Esther to serve as evidence 
that i111Il:l UTi''P:Jil'V iltJ nr.lN - the Torah's 
pro1nises are true. Included in this, says 
the Rambam, is the principle: "What other 
nation is so great? Every time we call to 
flashcn1, He is so close!" (J)cvariln 4,7) 
'fhe Purin1 episode, says the I?.an1ba111, 
den1onstrated that in the n1idst of Kl.al Yis
roeI's panic and terror at the threat of the 
decree of total annihilation, they called out 
with tefilla; they prayed to Hashem Yisb
orach. They caine together in response to 
Esther's sun1n1ons - "(;o and gather 
together all the Jews"- and through this 
power of united prayer, they brought 
about the downfall of Haman. "The 
10rah's pron1ises are true." 

People may protest, however. Tefilla has 
not alv .. 1ays proven to be so effective. True, 
\Ve do have Purin1 to encourage us. But 
have Jews not gathered in a beis 
ha111idrash, opened an aron hakodesh, and 
cried out to Hashenz Yisborach, ''Help us!" 
and yet they were not saved? V.,11ere is 
Hashern's fealty to His eternal pron1ise? 

I do not clain1 to kno\v the ans\vers to 
every question, but a few factors are basic. 
For one, it is vvell kno\vn that when a per
son talks lashon hara or rechilus, he will 
find his power of speech totally ineffec
tive in tefilla. (See Hakdama to Sefer 
Chafetz Chaim.) 

Not as widely-recognized: the Shulchan 
Arllch states unequivocally that if soinc-
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body talks during chazaras hashatz (the 
Chazan's repetition of Shemoneh Esrei), 
NnVnJ 'OW m) - "his sin is too great to be 
forgiven." This is an extren1ely harsh 
expression that is not found elsev,rhere in 
halacha literature- not in regard to chillul 
haShabbos, nor for eating on Yorn Kippur, 
nor anywhere in Shulchan Aruc!i. 

"His sin is too great to be forgiven." An 
unusual expression. The only other men
tion of this phrase is when the Ribbono 
Shel Olam asked Kayin, after he had killed 
Hevel, "What have you done here?" Kayin 
confessed his profound iniquity to 
Hashem, adding," Is my sin so terrible that 
it is beyond forgiveness? Is there no way to 
atone for it?" He had murdered a seventh 
of the world population - proportional
ly vastly more than six million in its ti1ne 
- and he had the audacity to say, "Is that 
so terrible that You can't find a way to for
give me for it?'' 

Yet the Shulchan Aruch, quoting 
Rabbeinu Yona, inforn1s us: If son1eone 
engages in idle chatter in a bcis hatnidrash, 
his sin is too great to be forgiven. It is 
indeed worse than Kayin's act, for it con
stitutes a denigration of tefilla and robs us 
of our only means of defense. If \Ve have 
no respect for tefilla, if we fail to appreci
ate the power or the importance of tefilla 
and how dependent we are on tefil/a, this 
becomes evident \vhen we pern1it our
selves to slunuess (converse) during prayer, 
and rely on superficial lip service. 

The ramifications of this disgraceful 
conduct are far-reaching. One day, a per
son may \vake up to a crisis and say to 
himself, "! am at loss! Only tefilla can 
help!" Tefilla has suddenly become impor
tant. Ile \vill say," Hashc111, You pron1ised 

1 

us: "What other nation is so great? Every ' 
ti111e \VC call to Hashenz, f-Ie is so close!" 

"lb this, the Ribbono Shel Olam will say, 
"Fine .... But \Vhere were you yesterday? 
If I am a father, where is My honor? If I 
an1 a master, vvhere is l'vty fear?" 

It is well known that the Tosafos Yam 
Tov\vrote that it was revealed to him that 
the gezeiros 1llch V'Jht, the pogron1s of 
1648-9, in which tens of thousands of 
heilige Yidden were slaughtered by 
Ch1nielnickni's (~ossacks, took place 
because people talked freely in the shuls 
and battei midrash during tejilla. The 
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pogroms did not con1e as a punishment 
for the transgression of speaking in dav
ening. Speaking during davening \vas so 
grave a desecration of holy time and space 
that it did not allow the tejillos of Kial Yis
roel to ascend and shield the people from 
the impending pogroms. Hovv iinportant 
is control of our powers of speech, espe
cially when we are engaged in tefil/a! 

Another Factor in Interference 

C
hazal tell us that another barrier to 
the acceptance of tefil/os results 
from gezel - if someone chas 

v'shalo111 has money in his possession that 
is not rightfully his, or if someone has 
failed to pay his debts. One must be a 
= 'j7l - possess clean hands. In the 
teftlla of Ne'ila, as Yorn Kippur is 
about to come to a close, \Ve invoke 
uio P1!'l)Jn ':rrru wr.b. That is, as we beg 
Hashern Yisborach to accept our prayers, 
\Ve tnake a commitment that from that 
moment onwards, we \vill not have 
n1oney in our possession that is not right
fully ours. 

If \Ve \vould only kno\v to what extent 
lack of financial integrity holds back the 
efficacy of teft/la! This includes debts that 
have not been paid on tin1e; loans 
assumed without intention of ever 
repaying then1, son1etimes crcn..vned 
with the audacity of denying that they 
\Vere ever incurred; or pledges made to 
a tzeddaka: If a person has con1n1itted 
himself, his word is n1eant to be his bond; 
the n1oney is not his, and will form an 
insurmountable obstacle to the accept
ance of his teftllos. 

()ne can encounter other, sirnilar sit
uations in our day-to-day lives. For 
exa111ple, a person \vho is short of funds 
may decide to withhold tuition payment 
for his children's Torah study, so as to make 
a lavish wedding for another child. Aside 
from the inherent folly of his attitude, he 
is guilty of withholding funds that are 
meant fr)r others to receive. I-le n1ay stand 
before Hashem, pleading, "Ribbono Shel 
Ola1n, I need sustenance! Ciive me par
nassa!" The Ribbono Shel Olam responds, 
"There are other people \Vho also need 
parnassa. Did you fulfill your obligations 
to then1?" 

VJ.AFTERTHOUGHTS 

W; are all trembling, and rightly 
o. But let us recognize that the 

Ribbono Shel Olam 
has given us this fear to wake us up and 
to purify us. 

Let us forget our trivial this-world
ly concerns, and focus on the priorities 
relating to Olam Habba - the World to 
Come - to hear that message, "Not 
through armies nor through might, only 
with My spirit .... ," and then to act 
accordingly by dedicating our lives to 
perfection in ruchniyus. Let us prepare 
ourselves for a pure teftlla ... a teft/la not 
contaminated by ill-earned funds ... a 
teft/la imbued with emuna in Hashem 
Yisborach's ability to answer tefilla ... a 
tefilla that reflects the way we respect and 
treasure our opportunities to speak to 
Him. Let us do teshuva for all the past 
teftllos that we did not daven properly. 
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Indeed, these days should resonate with 
teshuva: Ribbono Shel Olam, I squan
dered so many opportunities to gain Your 
favor! I ignored so many openings to ful
fill the mitzva of tejilla! I wasted so many 
chances to protect myself and my family 
from difficulties, crises, and problems that 
came our way. Although I may have sin
cerely begged You to help, it was perhaps 
only once, leaving a thousand other tejil
los that went to waste. The sincerity was 
not there; the purity was lacking. Only 
because we did not deserve Hashem Yis
borach's answering our tejillos do we have 
these problems. 

We can now prepare ourselves. 
"Bestow Your fear on us." The pachad is 
there. We need to bring it to fruition. 
"They will all become a united society 
to do Your will wholeheartedly." 

May the Ribbono Shel Olam grant us 
all strength to approach the year ahead 
with new taharas halev (purity of 
heart), with a different attitude toward 
life, so He 1nay answer our pleas 
"Remember us for life ... for Your sake." 
The Ribbono Shel Olam will recognize 

that we know what we are saying. We 
want to dedicate our lives "for Your 
sake." Our lives are going to be dedicat
ed to You, because we've heard this loud 
message of"Not with armies, and not with 
might, but with My spirit." 

Then the Ribbono Shel Olam will be 
ready "like an eagle arousing his nest, 
hovering over his young.... He will 
spread out His wings." And we will be 
ready to leap upward. "And I will carry 
you aloft on the wings of eagles and I 
will bring you to Me:' • 
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Series #1 7 
U 1 First Night of Selichos - 5741 
U 2 Yomim Nore'im - 5744 
U 3 Aseres Yemai Teshuvah - 5745 
U 4 Aseres Yemai Teshuvah - 5746 
U 5 Pesach - 5746 
[] 6 Elul - 5747 
U 7 Before Maariv T. B'Av - 5747 
U 8 Chol Hamoed Pesach - 57 48 
U 9 Aseres Yemai Teshuvah - 5749 
U 10 Chanukah - 5749 
U 11 Pesach Thoughts - 5749 
'-J 12 Yeshivas Bein Hazmanim 
_J 13 Diversity In Orthodoxy 
U 14 Chanukah - 5750 
U 15 Derech Halimud 
U 16 Purim 
U Entire Series of 16 tapes 

COST: 
$7.00 per tape if purchased 

individually 
$6.00 per tape if more than 5 

tapes purchased 
$90.00 for all 16 tapes 
$96.00 for all 16 tapes w/album 

Series #178 
U 20 tapes on Sefer Hachinuch 

COST: 
$90.00; $96.00 with album 

22 

SAllE $12.00 - o"fi:ler 
both series with album 

for only $180.00 

Check boxes of tapes ordered 

Send payment to: 

Tapes 
PO Box 504 

Wickliffe, OH 44092 
Postage and Handling included. 
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Original Insights 
00 the Weekly Parsha 

by Mordecbai Kriger 
~ f you're looking for stimulating and 

original insights into the weekly Torah portion, 
then welcome to Seier Chasdel Hashem by 

R' Mordechai Kriger. 

In this unique sefer, the author takes the con
cepts of Torah and chesed as a theme, and infuses 

them with new levels of insight and meaning as he 
carefully examines a wide variety of p'sukim, personal-

ities, relationships, and events in Chumash. 

The result is an intellectually and spiritually stimu· 
lating sefer that resonates with a wealth of original 

insights - emphasizing the connection between Torah and 
chesed. 

Let Chasdei HaShem be your guide to a deeper, fuller 
understanding of the weekly parsha. 
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strive for permanence. And when those evil of terrorism and the destruction of site direction from evil; comfortllig; 
towers collapsed like a house of cards, the World Trade Center, it is essential to healing and building. Each and every 
the world gasped in disbelief. In one of focus on the concept that good is more one of us possesses such a great poten-
the prayers of Yamim Nora'im we say; powerful than evil; that each of us has tial for good to contribute to civilization 
"A man's origin is from dust. He is a greater power to build, and to heal, and the world. This is a powerful mes-
likened to a broken shard, to a \Vither- much n1ore so than those \Vho 1night sage. We are therefore the bearers of not 
ing grass, to a fading flo\ver, to a pass- succeed in destroying and killing. And just a good message, but of an action 
ing shade, to a dissipating cloud, to the we exercise our power of good through plan to build a better world. Our inad-
blowing \Vind, to the flying dust and to our acts of kindness, not only to\vards equate feelings and en1otions have to be 
a momentary dream." our fellow Jews, but also to all peoples put aside at times, in order to direct our 

Viewing permanence gives us \Veak- of the world. These acts of kindness rep- energies to creating a better world 
lings the inspiration to seek our own resent walking in the ways of (~-d. through building a better con11nunity, 
greatness, to build skyscrapers, to mar- Ghazal tell us that the force for good a better family, a better self, through 
vel in their existence and pro1ninence on is 500 times stronger than the povver of attaching ourselves to our Creator. Ill 
the skyline. And when one of them is 
destroyed, we are rudely reminded how 
vveak and transient vve are. 

The lesson we learn from this disas
ter is that as humans, we must acknowl
edge G-d's supremacy over all the 
material world. We must focus on the 
spiritual side of life, feeding the soul with 
the study of Torah and the performance 
of rnitzvos. 

We humans strive for eternity. This 
is most dramatically played out in our 
having and raising children. They are a 
part of us and they extend us in tin1e to 
another generation. On and on. 

As Jews, we understand that true 
immortality and per1nanence are 
achieved only by attaching ourselves to 
G-d. As \Ve exercise our spiritual nature 
to fulfill the will of the Al-mighty, 
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TYPE OF CAR OR SIMILAR 

A FIAT PUNTO 3 DR. 
B FIAT PUNTO 5 OR. 
C1 PEUGEOT 306 
C2 MITSUBISHI CARISMA 
NT MINIBUS 7 SEATS 
MT MINIBUS 10 SEATS 

AUTOMATIC CARS 
D OPELCORSA 
E DAEWOO LANOS 
F SUZUKI BALENO 1.6 

L.5. PRICES 
26 AUG. 01 
19 DEC. 01 

112 
126 
182 
224 
455 
518 

189 
217 
245 

G TOYOTA COROLLA 1.6 273 
X CHEVROLET CAVALIER 322 
XL PEUGEOT 406 2.0 357 
SX CHEVROLET MALIBU 
VX VOLVO S-70 
EX MERCEDES E240 
KX MAZDA MPV 
KT GMC SAVANA 
PER WEEK· UNLIMITED MllEAGE': EXC. INS. 

399 
630 
770 
651 
763 

I 

SPECIAL. OFFER ! 
FREE REFUELING 

SERVICE 
~Subject to offer regulations. For mm1mum 
rental period of one week up to 12 1 2001 

Toll Free: 
.... -800-938-5000 

Tel in NYC: 
21 2-629-6090 

FREE• one day car rental 
for each nigfit spent at 

ELDAN HOTEL JERUSALEM 
'V<llld tow ~on Only 

Groiip B c.lr f hc. Ins. 
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at:;~ctJliese ipessages c;azy well be Jews are corn.maircled ta declare" Shein a 
applied to theweeksand months that Yistoef'everyday, twiceaday.Doweuse 
follow the Yamim Nara'im. It might well the opportunity to say Shema, as it is 
be in place to see how the Days of Awe meant to be said? 
sensitivities associated with the Twin So often we mumble the words in 
Towers tragedy can continue to inform a rush, barely hearing the words that 
our thoughts and actions during the we are saying. And yet, the very pur· 
days that lie ahead. pose of our existence is realized \Vhen 

Malchiyas/Kingship: The essence of we say Shema Yisroel! It was for this 
Rosh Hashana is spelled out in the words purpose that we were created. And as 
"Imru lefonai malchiyos ve'emloch ale· Rashi tells us, in the merit of Shema 
ichem-Declare My kingship before Me, Yisroel, we will have Divine assistance 
and indeed I \vill rule over you." It is our to prevail over all our enen1ies, both 
task to be able to go to shul, open a external and internal. 
Machzor, and make a statement - not I would suggest, then, that our first 
just say the words, but declare with con· kabbala, (resolution) in response to a 
viction - that "the purpose of Kial Yis- time when we are called upon to pro· 
roef' (am zu yotzarti) is for one objec- clain1 G-d's reign over us, is to concen-
tive only: tehillosi yesapeiru, "that they trate when we say "Sherna Yisroe/." A few 
recount My praise:' additional seconds could make all the 

In the Mussa[ prayer of these Days of 
Awe, we proclaim the 30 pesukim (Bib· 
lical passages) that Anshei Knesses 
Hagedola selected for us to recite, begin· 
ning with ten pesukim of Malchiyos. 
These culminate with: "And in Your 
Torah it is \Vritten, 'Shenza Yisroel 
Hashem Elokeinu Hashem echad."' The 
"Shem a" offers the crowning touch to 
Malchiyos. 

Rashi tells us that when Israel was 

Rabbi Schorr is Rosh Hayeshiva of Ohr Somay
ach in Monscy and serves as senior editor of the 
Schottenstein Talmud published by 
ArtScroll/Mesorah. 
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difference. 
First, of course, we must prepare our

selves for this declaration by learning 
what the words mean: It is a kabbala -
a commitment - not n1erely a statement. 
It is acceptance of 1t1alchus Sharnayirn
Divine rule - with all its ramifications. 

When two major religions have 
declared war on each other, it is ti1ne for 
us to gain an insight into our own reli
gion. Every individual, in accordance 
with his capacity to understand, must 
reach beyond a superficial recitation of 
Sherna to grasp some of its profundity. 

Another point. We are addressing 

WI·· 
figi1re that, l~llfortti!lnte!Y, cart be 
matched in the United States, and, to a 
lesser degree, elsewhere. And we all 
accept arvus - accountability - for 
their shortcomings. We must act on that 
arvus, but first we should say Shema Yis· 
roe/ with full understanding and con· 
centration. After all, we form one body, 
and that in itself is a meaningful step 
to\vard their cnlightenn1ent. 

'" 
Zichronos/Remembrance: Ten 

pesukirn were selected to convey the 
message that there is a Mashgiach 
-Divine Supervisor - over "each man 
and his deeds." We are accountable for 
our every act, answerable to the 
supren1e Director of the cosmos. Every
thing is recorded, registered, and in1me
diately accessible- not difficult to cnvi· 
sion in our era of the Palm Pilot. It's all 
there! - our credit line, our overdraft, 
our assets and deficits, ready to be 
brought up with the press of a key. We 
must carry that awareness with us in all 
that we do, including our private 
thoughts and musings. 

The Hashgacha that we witnessed on 
September 1 I is enough to move a per· 
son to say the pesukim of Zichronos with 
n1ore feeling, with more meaning, with 
more emuna than ever before. 
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*** 

Shofros/ Shofar Blasts: The word" sho
far'' is related to shufrei, which means 
beauty. The beauty of Kial Yisroel is not 
in the power of its hands. Our ammu
nition is a different one. Hayadayin1 yedei 
Eisav .... Hakol kol Yaakov. "The hands ... 
are Eisav's. The voice ... is Yaakov's." 

The Gemora tells us (Pesachim 87) 
that Rava said, "'Ani chon1a'; zu Knesses 
Yisroel- 'I an1 a cho1na, a \Vall'; this refers 
to when Kial Yisroel is united" - united 
as one, with no barriers or grudges 
bet\veen one Jew and another. That con-

KARKA IN BRETZ YISKOEL 
Call Rabbi Gavrie! Beer for information 

on obtaining cemeteiy plots in Beth 
Shemesh and other locations in Israel. 

011-972-.2-656-9427 

1537 50th Street, 
Brooklyn, NY 11219 

(718) 854-2911 

HELP FOR PARENTS OF 
TEENS IN CONFLICT 

M.tt~~ .. SK 
MOTHERS&. FATHERS ALIGNED SAVINO KIDS 

TEL: 718-758-0400 
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stitutes a choma without any cracks, rifts, 
or fissures. Then it has the force of Kness
es Yisroel, an impenetrable fortress. 

We would do well to take a page out 
of NATO protocol. They invoked Arti
cle 5: "We have an alliance, we have a 
treaty. If one of us is hit, we're all hit." 
A strong n1essage. As the heiliger 
Berditchiver, Reb Levi Yitzchak ?""1, 
says: We are Knesses Yisroel. Do we feel 
another Yid's pain? If another is struck, do 
we feel as i( we were hit? It makes no dif
ference whether the blow strikes in the 
city, in this group, or in that shtiebel; it 
is part of Klal l7isroel .. .. Then vvc are a 
chotna. 

Perhaps, an adarn gadol suggested, \Ve 

did not take the terrible casualties in Eretz 
Yisroel to heart. We did not fulfill 
"Sha' alu sh'/0111 Yerushalayim - Inquire 
after the welfare of Jerusalem." We 
becan1e accuston1ed to their suffering. 
A11other person killed. Another victiin shot 
Another bo111b shatters a con11nunity. 
Hashen1 shakes us up and we cannot be 
co1nplaccnt. Events force us to ask: Ho1v 
rnany orphans? Holv 1nany widolvs in one 
year in Eretz Yisroel?V\lhen one is hit, vve 
are all hit. We must be joined together 
with mutual ahava and achdus- love and 
solidarity. After all, we are all Hakadosh 
Baruch Hu's children. 

II. TWO FORTRESSES OF PROTECTION 

K
ial Yisroel has t\vin towers. 
"Shodai kamigdalos - Our 
sources of sustenance are like 

towers" (Shir Hashirim 8,10). Says the 
Midrash, "Eilu batei knessios u'batei 
1nidrashos- rfhese refer to our houses of 
worship and houses of Torah study." 
They are our means of protection, and 
( migdal! megadel) they nourish our spir
itual needs. The beis midrash- the place 
dedicated to Torah study - is our tower 
of protection. But we must be there and 
fill it with our presence, with our voic
es engaged in Torah study. 

I must mention - and here I'm talk
ing to myself) as well - a precious, invalu
ahle sefer on our shelves that we hardly 
open. It's a good thing that we read the 
Haftora on Shabbos, so we know that 
there is such a thing as a Navi ... the 

prophets who are speaking to every Jew. 
Open the sefer. Say the words. Learn what 
the Eibershtervvants from us. 

We should each accept a kabbala - a 
binding obligation - to begin studying 
Nach. Don't attempt to conquer Nach in 
one night. But do 1nake a practice of 
learning a few pesukin1 every day, with 
one of the classic commentaries. (The 
Noam Elimelech in his Tzetl Kattan 
demands of every Yid to learn a little bit 
of Nach every day!) It is dvar Hashem, 
and it speaks to us .... 

Slwdai kamigdalos - batei knessios. 
Our houses of tefilla form another 
tower of strength - truly Kial YisroeI's 
unique strength. As the Midrash 
expounds on the words l in that \Veek's 
Parsh a J "b'ficha ub'levavcha ... - It is in 
your mouth and in your heart to fulfill 
it" (Devarim 30,14). B'.ficha is Torah; b'l
evavclia refers to tefilla. 

How we need chizukin tefilla! - espe
cially in regard to Pesukei D'zimra (the 
chapters of praise, taken pri1narily fron1 
?Chillin1) preceding the section contain
ing Shema). The Moetzes Gedolei 
Hatorah (Council of Torah Sages of Agu
dath Israel of America) issued a call to 
!<lal Yisroel to daven Pesukei J)'zin1ra seri
ously- not on the way to shul) or on the 
way from shul, filling gaps that emerged 
in the rush to catch up. The themes 
expressed in Pesukei IJ'zimra articulate 
the very foundations of e1nuna. 

Baalci mussar said that the Chazon !sh 
did not learn mussar because he filled his 
heart with fear of Hashem when he dav
ened Pesukei D'zilnra every morning. The 
passages are replete with chizuk and 
en1una. 

It's all in the Siddur. You need only 
daven and listen to what you are saying. 
Devote a bit more time to it than you did 
in the past. Chazal tell us that during 
v-..rarti1ne, tefilla is essential. And we are 
at war. To daven properly is to engage in 
battle. It is a difficult task. We understand 
that fathoming a Tosafos calls for yegia 
- effort. To daven well also calls for yegia. 
Indeed, it is called "avoda" - a Divine 
service that requires effort . 

Torah and tefilla: these are our tow
ers of strength. And we must give them 
all we have. II 
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... magnificent 
language with deep 
and original thoughts ... 
to stimulate one•s 
intellect and move 
one emotionally ... 

Rabbi Dovid Cohen 
Rav, Beis HaMidrash 
Gvul Yaabetz 
Brooklyn, New York 

Yesodos ••• 
is a unique 

masterpiece. 
I am exhilarated 

by the scope. 
depth and 

crystal clarity 
of the work .... 

opens up new 
vistas ofi1l'IVMD 

... The language is 
magnificent and 
often poetic .... 

Rabbi Gavriel Ginsberg, 
Rosh HaYeshiva 

Ner Israel Rabbinical College 
Toronto, Canada 

With unequaled clarity and a breathtaking command 
of the English language, HaRav HaGaon Rabbi Moshe Einstadter 

has l>roduced a brilHan.t inasterpiece of:she~r .~elight ••.. 
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IN 1HE AFTERMATH 

The Day 
the World 
Changed 

Forever 

Yonason Rosenblum 

Few would deny that we are living in momentous, even apocalyptic, times. No one without command of the full 
Torah, both hidden and revealed, is equipped to explain the deeper significance of events. Lacking the requisite Torah 
stature to provide the guidance so desperately sought today, I have nevertheless sought to describe some of the main 
events of the last 11'10 months, while leaving those far better qualified than myself to outline the proper Torah response. 

What is the point of such an exercise? All will agree that the rush of events of the past months must cause us 
to turn to Hashem with renewed intensity. One of the great gedolei hashkafa of Eretz Yisroel has noted that the 
gematria of this year :n::>wn is the same as the words np?1i ;,i;:i;i, the burning building into which Avraham A vi nu 
glanced and discovered the Creator of the Universe. \Ne must all travel the path of Avraham Avinu to a renewed 
and strengthened emuna. 

To do so, it will help us to know howa precarious is our present situation, how illusory our feeling that we control 
our lives, and how much life hangs in the balance with only His beneficence to protect us. That is one reason to contemplate 
recent events. In addition, as we turn to Hashem in davening, we must know what we are davening for. That requires 
an understanding of our situation. Finally, remaining informed of events and their implications for the Jews the world 
over is an act of identification with our fellow Jews. That, too, is required of us in these turbulent times. 

( ( I believe with a complete faith in 
the coming of the Moshiach. 
Even if he tarries, I will continue 

to await him every day." So every Torah 
Jew believes. Yet many of us have expe
rienced at one time or another a certain 
inability to imagine how Moshiach will 
emerge fro1n the current in1poverished 
state of the Jewish world. More than 
sixty years ago, the Jewish world con
fronted a ruler as cruel as Haman, which 
our Sages predicted would bring about 
mass teshuva. And still the vast major
ity of the world's Jews continue to drift 
inexorably farther and farther away from 
any connection to Torah. How, we 
wonder, will Hashem ever return them 
to Him? 

The attack launched by Moslem 
fanatics on the World Trade Center and 

Yonason Rosenblum who lives in Jerusale1n is 
a contributing editor to Tile Jewish Observer. He 
is also director of the Israeli division of Am 
Echad, the Agudath Israel-inspired educational 
outreach effort and media resource. 
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the Pentagon should cure that failure of 
imagination. In the space of little more 
than an hour, the two magnificent 
structures dominating New York City's 
skyline \Vere no more and one v.1ing of 
the Pentagon, symbol of America's mil
itary might, was destroyed. That day 
nearly every man, wo1nan, and child in 
Ainerica stared, over and over again, at 
the images of the Twin Towers collaps
ing like a child's sand castle, burying 
beneath their rubble an estimated 5,000 
human beings. They watched too as peo
ple chose plunging to certain death from 
the upper stories of the building to being 
incinerated in the inferno inside. 

No one who saw those images \vill 
ever be the same again or view the world 
in precisely the same way. In the space 
of minutes, millions had the intellectu
al assumptions of a lifetime and their 
emotional relationship to the world 
around them shattered. If nothing else 
is certain, this 1nuch at least we now 
know: Hashem has the power to change 

the perceptions of millions in an instant. 

I. A TERRIFYING NEW WORLD 

0 
ne year ago, on Erev Rosh 
Hashana, Jews in Israel found 
themselves again at war after 

nearly a decade of assurances that 
peace was at hand. A year later, again in 
the week before the Day of Judgment, 
all An1ericans found themselves expe
riencing the same dashed hopes that 
Jews had undergone a year earlier. 

For nearly a decade, Americans had 
grown used to hearing their country 
described as the world's only super
power. Protected on both coasts by vast 
expanses of ocean, blessed with friend
ly neighbors to the north and south, and 
with no military rivals anywhere on the 
globe, Americans had come to think of 
their country as invulnerable to military 
attack. True, a suicide bomber claimed 
the lives of 241 US Marines in Beirut in 
1983, and, more recently, other suicide 
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bombers destroyed US embassies in 
Kenya and Tanzania, killing hundreds; 
sank the USS Cole in Yemen; and killed 
24 American servicemen in two terror
ist attacks in Saudi Arabia. But those all 
took place far from American shores. 

On Septe1nber 11, ho,vever, Ameri
ca itself was attacked. Even Pearl Har
bor did not claim as many lives or occa
sion so much surprise. "Hiroshima" was 
the model the terrorists used in com
munications - communications inter
cepted by US Intelligence prior to Sep
ten1ber 11 but whose implications were 
not properly understood. Suddenly 
America found itself confronting a 
type of enemy for which it was not pre
pared - an enemy that was both 
nowhere and everywhere at once. 

In retrospect, the complacency of 
America to the possibility of terrorist 
attacks seems almost unbelievable. 
'fhree separate national commissions 
that studied the terrorist threat all con
cluded that there exists a real possibil
ity of civilian casualties in the thousands 
from a terrorist attack. L. Paul Bremer, 
chairman of the National Con1mission 
on Terrorism, spoke last year of terror
ists staging a catastrophic event with tens 
of thousands of casualties. Richard 
Butler, former chief UN arms inspector 
in Iraq, wrote last year that one or more 
terrorists arn1ed only with a one-liter 
aerosol can containing one of the many 
chemical agents being developed by Sad
dam Hussein could inflict agonizing 
deaths on "hundreds, maybe thou
sands .... " 

After the first World Trade Center 
bombing in 1993, Steven Emerson 
warned that there were already in 
America enough Islamic terror cells to 
carry out another 20 actions on the same 
scale. For pointing out the danger from 
Islamic groups already in America, 
Emerson was vilified by American 
Islamic groups and banned from promi
nent media outlets, like National Pub
lic Radio. 

Despite all these warnings, Federal 
Aviation Administration regulations 
did not even prohibit, as of September 
11, carrying four-inch knives or box cut
ters onto planes. By contrast, El Al has 
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for years removed the standard Boeing 
cockpit doors and replaced them with 
reinforced steel doors rendering it near
ly impossible to force one's way into the 
cockpit. Cockpit doors on American air
liners were not reinforced in any way, 
providing virtually open access for the 
hijackers. And the presence of four or 
five men of obvious Middle Eastern 
descent, bearing no resemblance to oil 
sheikhs, raised no suspicions. 

Living the Nightmare 

A
mericans went to sleep the night 
of September 11 hoping to awak
en and learn that it \Vas all a ter

rible nightmare. They did not. Instead 
they awakened into a world none had 
previously known, a world filled with 
dread. After years of ignoring experts on 
the terrorist threat) now every time they 
turned on the radio or TV another 
expert was detailing the biological and 
chen1ical arsenals already accessible to 
terrorists and how easy such weapons 
are to hide and to employ. Though there 
is expert debate on the latter point, it was 
the worst-case scenarios that com
manded the public's attention. A series 
of letters containing anthrax, which (as 
of this writing) left three men dead and 
forced an unprecedented closing of the 
US Capitol for five days, established that 
the bacteria was within the reach of 
those who felt no compunctions about 
using it. 

Every day seemed to bring a new 
warning from the President, Secretary 
of Defense, or FBI of the likelihood of 
new terrorist strikes, though no one can 
say when) where, or how. Families 
began hoarding food and other neces
sities in preparation for the next cata
clysmic disaster. 

Drinking and smoking are up, sales 
of antidepressants are soaring, and 
Americans are praying more, both pub
licly and privately, as they seek to cope 
with frayed nerves. Even opening the 
n1ail is no longer done auton1atically. 

Terrorists today need nothing more 
than a simple telephone. One call is 
enough to send ten thousand workers 
scurrying out of Chicago's Sears Tower, 

close the Holland Tunnel, or stop traf
fic over the George Washington Bridge 
for hours. Each such call serves as a clear 
reminder of our newfound vulnerabil
ity. 

Nor was the damage only to the col
lective psyche of the American people. 
When US financial markets opened after 
an unprecedented five-day closure, they 
immediately experienced the sharpest 
one-week plunge in history. After three 
days in which American skies were com
pletely closed to commercial traffic, trav
elers resumed flying only with the 
greatest reluctance, thrusting the major 
American airlines to the brink of bank
ruptcy and forcing the layoff of tens of 
thousands of workers. The immediate 
damage to an econo1ny already teeter
ing precariously on the brink of reces
sion was to the tune of tens of billions 
of dollars. 

The characteristic confidence of 
modern man in his ever-growing con
trol over his life has been badly shaken. 
From 1900 to 2000, the average life 
expectancy of An1ericans increased 
from less than 50 to 77, an astonishing 
54o/o. Ne\v advances in medicine and 
n1astery of the human genome see1ned 
to hold out the possibility of yet longer 
and healthier lives. An1ericans have 
come to expect and demand a risk-free 
existence. 

Yet the very advances in science and 
technology that promised a risk-free life 
have given rise to their own terrifying 
possibilities. The same antibiotics that 
did so much to lengthen the average life 
expectancy have also led to new strains 
of super-bacteria resistant to all existent 
medicants. The san1e con1munications 
revolution that made possible the 
instantaneous transfer of vast stores of 
information and led to the production 
of wealth on an unprecedented scale has 
also rendered advanced capitalist soci
eties highly vulnerable to terrorists 
capable of disrupting their electronic 
nerve centers. Modern communica
tions also allows the running of an inter
national terrorist ring fron1 ren1ote 
mountain caves in Afghanistan. 

Americans are also discovering the 
limits of their military power. No mat-
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ter how much money, firepower, and will 
are marshaled for the battle with ter
rorisn1, they will not be able to eradi
cate an evil that has infected tens of mil
lions. We now know how n1uch havoc 
a few intelligent, evil men can \Vreak. 

Few Americans could identify 
Afghanistan on a map before Septem
ber 11, but they would soon learn that 
its caves and mountains are perhaps the 
least hospitable places on earth for for
eign armies to wage war. All the tech
nological marvels of the United States 
armed forces do not guarantee a quick 
or easy victory, even if the enemy could 
be identified and located. Just as rock
throwing Palestinian children showed 
the limits of Israel's vaunted military 
strength in the first intifada, so, it 
becan1e clear, terrorists dispersed in 
loose networks around the globe would 
sorely test the limits of America's unpar
alleled military might. 

II. THE VIEW FROM ISRAEL 

N
owhere in the \vorld vvere the 
unfolding events in the United 
States followed more closely 

than in Israel, for no people has suffered 
so greatly or over such a long period of 
tin1e from terrorism as the Jev.,rs of Israel. 
1'hough no single terrorist attack direct
ed against Israel had clai1ned nearly so 
niany lives as the devastation of the 

WTC and the Pentagon, the total num
ber of Jews in Israel murdered by ter
rorists over the last year exceeds on a per 
capita basis the nun1ber of An1ericans 
lost on September 11. 

Israelis could empathize with the fear 
and uncertainty experienced by Amer
icans. And they expected that now 
Americans would finally understand 
what they had been confronting over the 
past year. Those hopes received a quick 
boost the next day, when Clyde Haber
n1an1 forn1er Jerusalem bureau chief of 
The New York Tiines, wrote a first per
son piece entitled "Do You Get it Now?" 
expressing the feelings of Israelis upon 
hearing of the horrific events in An1er
ica. Given the Times' manifest lack of 
sympathy for Israel's position until 
then, the article seemed to signal a dra
matic change. 

A1nerica recognized in the aftern1ath 
of September 11 that the most basic 
function of any govern1nent is to pro
vide its citizens ,,vith security. Absent 
personal security, none of the other goals 
for which hun1an beings band togeth
er in society can be achieved. Attorney
Ceneral John Ashcroft, who had been 
vilified just inonths earlier as a danger
ous extrcn1ist by Senate l)en1ocrats, 
sought legislation greatly increasing 
the FBl's authority to conduct electronic 
surveillance and pern1itting the lengthy 
detention of i1nn1igrants deen1ed poten-
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tial security risks. Congress seemed 
inclined to go along. Harvard Law Pro
fessor Alan Dershowitz advocated in The 
New York Times a national ID with the 
bearer's fingerprints encoded, so1nething 
long feared by liberals and libertarians 
as presaging a Big Brother State. 

In the 2000 election, both candidates 
condemned all racial profiling. But 
after September 11, failing to subject 
those of Middle Eastern descent to 
heightened airport scrutiny seemed 
like a comical flight from reality. Pas
sengers on one flight from Minneapo
lis refused to fly with three men of Mid
dle Eastern appearance, and amazingly 
the airline complied \Vith their wishes 
and removed the three. 

A corollary of the state's obligation 
to ensure a n1odicum of personal secu
rity for its citizens is that in doing so, 
the state does not weigh the lives of its 
citizens equally vvith the lives of citizens 
of other nations. A1nerican politicians 
vowed to pursue ()san1a bin Laden to 
the ends of the earth and made it clear 
that the nun1ber of non-A1nerican lives 
lost in the process \vould not deter 
then1. 1 

Israelis vvatched the A1nerican prepa
rations for war closely. Surely no\v, they 
told each other, An1erica understands 
what it n1eans for citizens to be afraid 
of going to the mall, or on a bus, or to 
a restaurant because one never knows 
where the next suicide bon1bcr \vill 
strike. And clearly, America realizes that 
no nation can retain the faith of its cit
izens if it fails to respond \Vhcn those cit
izens are being picked off on the high
ways, inortars are lobbed into its to,vns 
and villages, and bon1bs are exploding 
in its 1nain urban centers. 

Noting the martial air in A1nerica, 
Israelis hoped that they would hence
forth be spared the automatic State 
11epartment counsel of"restraint" after 

! Responding to reports of hundreds of civilian 
casualties as a consequence of the initial US 
boinbing of Afghanistan, Secretary of Defense 
Donald Ru1nsfeld noted laconically that the Unit
ed States was doing everything possible to avoid 
bitting civilians and expressed regret for the loss 
of life. There "'as never any question, however, 
of the bon1bing halting because of the inevitable 
"collateral" loss of life. 
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every attack on Jews, and the even-hand
ed condemnations of the ''cycle of vio
lence" when Israel responded to those 
attacks, even if it \Vas only by destroy
ing empty buildings? 

And when President George W. 
Bush, in effect, issued "Wanted Dead or 
Alive" posters for Osama bin Laden, 
Israelis assumed that they had heard the 
last condemnation of targeted killings 
of those involved in the planning ofter
rorist operations against Israel. What, 
after all, was America's declared mission 
in Afghanistan other than one drawn
out, targeted assassination? 

Yet no matter how clear the parallels 
between their plight and that of Amer
icans n1ay have appeared to Jevvs in 
Israel, Israel still needed to mount a 
major public relations offensive to 
make sure that they were equally clear 
to An1ericans. prhat campaign should 
have first sought to completely delegit
in1ize Arafat and the Palestinians in the 
eyes of the American public by stress
ing that Arafat was not only the pioneer 
of modern global terroris111, including 
air hijackings, but that he continues to 
live in a comfortable sy1nbiosis \vith ter
rorism today. He has refused all Israeli 
requests for the extradition of I·Ian1as 
and Isla1nic terrorists and last October 
emptied his jails of all those terrorists 
then in custody. Arafat's O\Vll Fatah
'E1nzim and Force 17 forces have thcn1-
selves been involved in the n1urder of 
many Jewish civilians. 

Even 1nore in1portant, Israel needed 
to make clear that the news footage of 
Palestinians rejoicing at ne\vs of the 
demolition of the World Trade Center 
- footage that Arafat largely succeeded 
in suppressing \Vith threats against for
eign journalists- reflected not only the 
opinion of the Palestinian street but that 
of the Palestinian Authority itself. The 
official PA newspaper reported Novem
ber 11, 2000 that 73% of Palestinians 
support 111ilitary attacks on An1erican 
targets in the Middle East. 

In a 1997 editorial, Hafez Al
Barghuti, the paper's editor-in-chief, 
savored the image of"45,000 American 
soldiers returning to the US in body 
bags," and rejoiced at the flight of US 
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Marines from Beirut "after one bold 
operation [the 1983 suicide bombing of 
the US Marine barracks which killed 
241] by a holy martyr. ... " Most shock
ing, on September 11 itself, the official 
PA daily editorialized that" [Palestinian J 

suicide bombers are the noble succes
sors of ... the Lebanese suicide bombers 
who taught the US Marines a tough les
son .... " 

Finally, Israeli officials should have 
stressed forcefully at every opportuni
ty that the terrorism facing Israel and 
that facing America dra\.v from a con1-
mon source, and share a similar _jihad 
mentality. 

Islamist Rage, "Softened" 
by Moral Relativism 

I 
slamist rage derives from a sense of 
historical grievance that can only be 
assuaged by the complete destruc

tion of the ene1ny. In bin Laden's case, 
the 1nanifest superiority of Western 
civilization in providing for the \Vel-

fare of its citizens and the attraction 
of that civilization to Mosle1ns around 
the world is seen as an ongoing affront 
to Islam. 

For Palestinians, indeed for most 
Moslen1s, Israel's very existence on land 
once held by Moslems, is a similar 
affront. Official Palestinian media 
continually broadcast sermons by PA
appointed preachers on the sacred duty 
to expel the Jews from every inch of the 
land. Every PA agreement with Israel 
is explicitly justified by the Palestinian 
n1edia as a mere tactic leading to 
Israel's ultimate destruction. 

The cult of death and killing that 
swept up the 19 hijackers on Septem
ber 11 permeates the Palestinian 
Authority. Three-quarters of Pales
tinians express their support for stii
cide bombings directed against Israeli 
civilians. The Palestinian n1edia por
trays martyrdom as the highest goal of 
the faithful, and suicide bombers as the 
highest form of martyrdom. Children 
as young as eight expressing their 
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desire for martyrdom and parents 
speaking of their hopes that all their 
offspring will be "martyrs" are daily 
media fare. 

Unfortunately, Israel failed entire
ly to make this case. Far from paint
ing Arafat as a closet supporter of the 
September 11 attack through his own 
PA media, Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres rescued Arafat from the 
taint of Palestinian celebrations by 
continuing to ardently pursue negoti
ations with him. 

Just as he did in 1992, when Arafat 
was languishing in Tunis already half
way into the dustbin of history, Peres 
deliberately set out to rehabilitate 
him, in the hopes that a grateful 
Arafat would once again agree to 
negotiate with Israel. Only if one 
believes, as Peres apparently does, 
that Oslo was a great success and paved 
the way to a peaceful future does that 
n1ake sense. Similarly, if one has an 
interest in maintaining Arafat's in1age 
as the winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, 

in order not to tarnish one's own wor
thiness to have received the prize 
jointly. 

As it turned out, however, the fail
ure to solidify the identification of 
Arafat with bin Laden and Israel with 
America, in the 1nind of the An1erican 
public, proved costly to Israel. The clear 
parallels between the situation with 
which Jews in Israel have lived for so 
long and that in which Americans now 
find themselves are not self-evident to 
all. 

Prior to September 11, the world 
media consistently refused to label sui
cide bo1nbers in Israel as terrorists on 
the grounds that "one man's terrorist 
is another man's freedom fighter." 
Instead, The New York Times and oth
ers opted for the neutral terms 
"activist" or "militant" to describe the 
murderers of dozens of innocents. 

2 Only the Arab-owned Reuters had the courage 
of its previous convictions and refused to refer 
to those \.vho piloted the jets into the VVTC and 
the Pentagon as terrorists. 
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That moral relativism ended for the 
most part on September 11.2 With ref
erence to the attack on America, the 
Western media reverted to the standard 
dictionary definition of terrorist as one 
who seeks to sow terror among a civil
ian population to advance political 
goals. The New York Times, for 
instance, had 93 stories on October 3 
using some form of the word "terror" 
in reference to the September 11 
attacks. 

Only with respect to Israel did the 
old moral relativism continue to hold 
sway. On the same day it published 93 
stories discussing terror and terroris1n, 
The New York Times' story about the 
Palestinian infiltration into an Israeli 
settlement, in which the attackers 
killed two and shot in every direction, 
did not use the term terrorist once. 

Already by September 12, French 
Ambassador to Israel Jacques 
Huntzinger took pains to distinguish 
Palestinian suicide bo1nbers fron1 
those who plunged passenger jets into 
the WTC and Pentagon. British For
eign Secretary Jack Straw, on a visit to 
Iran, did the same. Given the pride the 
French take in their cynicism and the 
typical pro-Arab of the British Foreign 
Office, neither state1nent should have 
been a complete surprise. 

Far more ominous was the staten1ent 
of a US State Department spokesman 
Richard Boucher on September 27, in 
which he distinguished between those 
who brought down the Twin Towers -
"violent people trying to destroy soci
eties" - and suicide bombers in Israel 
where "there are political issues that need 
to be resolved." Neither side of the dis
tinction can withstand a moment's 
scrutiny. Hamas and Islamic Jihad have 
never hidden their goal of destroying 
Israeli society entirely, and on the other 
side of the equation, Osama bin Laden 
has frequently described his "issues" with 
the United States - e.g., his rejection of 
the stationing of American troops in 
Saudi Arabia. 

Boucher's assistant Philip Reeker 
was no more coherent on October 16 
trying to distinguish between Israel's tar
geted killings of terrorists, which Amer-

---------------·--~-·--·--·--·-
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ica opposes, and the American deter
mination to elin1inate bin Laden. 

Even after President Bush's call for a 
war on all global terrorism in all its 
forms, the United States treated terror
ist groups targeting Israel differently. 
Hamas, Islamic Jihad, and Hezbollah 
\Vere omitted fron1 the 'freasury Depart
ment's list of 27 terrorist organizations 
whose bank assets the United States 
sought to freeze. And that, despite the 
fact that until September 11, Hezbollah's 
"security chief" !mad Mughniyah plot
ted the 1983 suicide bombing in Beirut 
in which 241 Marine peacekeepers \Vere 
died, personally tortured and killed CIA 
Beirut station chief William Buckley, and 
shot Navy diver Robert Stethem in the 
back of the head during a 1985 air 
hijacking and dumped his body on the 
tannac of Beirut Airport."' 

III. ISRAEL MADE THEM DO IT 

B
ystanders taunted identifiably 
Jewish men fleeing fron1 Lower 
Manhattan over the Brooklyn 

Bridge on the morning of September 11 
that America's support for Israel caused 
the attacks. That same day, NBC's Tom 
Broka\v speculated in a 1nore refined 
fashion on the same point. And Susan 
Sontag, the guest of honor at last 
spring's Jerusalem Book Fair, had no 
doubt that the attack was the direct con
sequence of"specific alliances," mean
ing the alliance with Israel. 

Lest An1ericans get the n1istaken 
impression that the September 11 
attacks on the WTC and Pentagon 
constituted an Islamic religious war on 
America, the A1nerican media trotted 
out an endless supply of professors 
named Mohammed and Ahmed to 
assure viewers, in impeccable English, 
that all true Moslems (as opposed to 
those seen celebrating around the 
Moslem world) condemn the murder of 
innocent civilians. They all hastened to 
add, however, that while the attacks 
could not be condoned, they could be 
understood. And the explanation was 
always the sa111e: American support for 
3 lviughniyah hiinsdf y.;as one of 22 international 
terrorists for whon1 the US offered large rewards. 
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Israel. 
Thus did the idea that American sup

port for Israel led to September 11 begin 
to take hold. 

Refuting the claim that support for 
Israel Jed to September 11 is easy 
enough. 

That refutation begins with bin 
Laden's own words, which establish how 
little the plight of the Palestinians con
cerns him. Saudi journalist Abdul Rah
man Al-Rashid, in an article published 
October 13, points out that not one of 
the publications of bin Laden's Al 
Qaeda organization over the past seven 
years makes a single political demand 
related to the Palestinians. After the sui
cide bombings that destroyed American 
e111bassies in Kenya and Tanzania, bin 
Laden told his followers, "The call to 
wage war against America 'vas n1ade 
because America has spearheaded the 
crusade against the Isla1nic nation, 
sending tens of thousands of its troops 
to the land of the two holy mosques .... " 

Bin Laden's October 7 state1nent 
identifying with the Palestinian cause 
was a cynical attempt to rally support 
throughout the Moslern world, rivaling 
for believability Saddam Hussein's claim 
to have invaded Kuwait to help the Pales-

------~--~---- -----
4 Evidence that Isla1nists had targeted the Euro
pean Par!iai11cnt in Strasbourg, hardlr a strong
hold of support for Israel, and the Eiffel Tower 
further proved that their rage is directed at the 
\Vest itself and not due to support of Israel. 

tinians. 4 Nevertheless the statement 
was unintentionally revealing. When he 
said, "We cannot accept that Palestine 
\vill become Je,vish," he was expressing 
the dominant Moslem desire to wipe 
Israel off the map, not live together with 
her in mutually secure borders. 

Bin Laden hopes to inflame the 
Moslen1 street against America in any 
way possible in order to destabilize pro
VVestern Moslem governments and ulti
mately provoke a full-scale war between 
Islam and the West. He longs for the 
early glory days of Islam when it swept 
out of the Arabian peninsula across 
Northern Africa, Spain, and into what 
is today southern France, or the latter 
triumphs of Salladin, who expelled the 
Crusaders from Jerusalem in 1187, and 
once again led Moslem armies back into 
Europe. Thus the call in his October 7 
broadcast for a "new battle, similar to the 
great battles of Islam, like the conqueror 
of Jerusalem." 

In the same broadcast, bin Laden 
referred to the tragedy of Andalusia, 
when Christian forces reconquered 
Spain. It is a tragedy that bin Laden 
dreams about reversing, just as he and 
the Palestinians seek to reverse the Jew
ish presence on what they vie\v as Dar 
al Islam, Islamic land. 

The phenon1enal 111ilitary success of 
early Islam compared to the abject state 
of the Moslem world today, where 
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Moslen1 states everywhere in the world 
lag dramatically behind their non
Mos1en1 neighbors, presents a serious 
challenge to Islamists. Ayatollah 
Khon1eini gave one answer to the rid
dle of Moslem failure: abandonment of 
Islam. And why had that occurred? 
Because the West, led by the Great Satan 
America, deliberately set out to corrupt 
the faithful and destroy Islam. 

Indeed according to one of bin Laden's 
spiritual forebears, Sayyid Qutb, founder 
of the Islamic Brotherhood in Egypt, it 
is the most dangerous barbarism ever 
encountered by Islam because it is 
encompasses everything - beliefs, inan
ners, and morals, art and literature. 
(Here Islamism meets trendy Western left -
is1n in its condeinnation of Al11erica's cul
tural imperialism.) But the key point is: 

The Islamist tradition that shaped bin 
Laden's views gives a sin1ilar answer. It 
defines Western culture as jahaliyya, the 
barbarism that existing before Islam. 

America and the West are the real enemy; 
Israel is only hated as a representative of 
the West, an outpost of Western civiliza
tion in the Moslem Middle East. 
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The American Difference 

A
mericans have a very difficult 
time comprehending religious 
fanaticism. By nature, Atnericans 

are optimistic, can-do people. They pre
fer to believe, like Clinton's national 
security advisor Sandy Berger, that 
there is not ''a single issue that cannot 
be resolved" with just a bit of good will. 
They cannot grasp that they are the 
objects of implacable hatred, not 
because of anything they have done, but 
because of who they are. For if that is 
true, there 1nay be conflicts without 
peaceful solutions. 

Knowing little of the rest of the 
world, Americans imagine that 1nost 
people are like themselves: basically good 
folks, who seek only to win a few more 
of life's material pleasures. The happy 
vision of a great tide of globalization lift
ing the whole world to new heights of 
prosperity and thereby removing the 
causes of conflict plays well to Ameri
can optimism. (Shimon Peres and Bill 
Clinton's "New Middle East" is based on 
this vision.) 

Religion, certainly the kind of religion 
for which one is willing to con1n1it sui
cide and kill thousands of others, has no 
place in this world of rational econo1nic 
calculators. Americans prefer to view 
even the tnost heinous behavior as root
ed in 1notivations included within their 
own materialist frame of reference. 
Such behavior can be cured. All one has 
to do is remove the source of the griev
ance - find out the other party's "price" 
and con1promise a bit, like all rational 
game players. 

Because they underesti1nate the 
poV\1er of religion, it is easier for Amer
icans to believe that bin Laden is irked 
to the point of murder by American sup
port for Israel, just as it is easier for them 
to believe that the Palestinians seek only 
a little more real estate rather than to 
drive the Jews into the sea. 

That does not mean that the major
ity of Americans now blame Israel for 
their predicament. Support for Israel 
remains high, at least as soon as one 
leaves the elite university campuses 
and the precincts of the far Left and far 
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Right. In one recent poll, 62% of those 
polled said that forcing Israel to give up 
territory to the Palestinians would ouly 
encourage further terror. The American 
people are also blessed with a fair 
amount of con1111on sense. 

But as the war in Afghanistan drags 
on, with growing A1nerican casualties, 
and the threat of further terrorist strikes 
in America becomes all too real, there 
\Vill be more and more Americans 
looking for an explanation of their plight 
that suggests its own simple solution. At 
that point, many n1ay come to accept 
Israel's responsibility. 

IV. ISRAEL UNDER PRESSURE 

I
ronically, it was the sudden shift in 
American Mideast policy after Sep
tember 11 that provided, wittingly 

or unwittingly, the greatest credence for 
the ''blame Israel" sentin1ent. President 
George W. Bush entered office after eight 
years of intense American diplon1atic 
activity in the Middle East, which led 
only to renewed war by the Palestinians 
against Israel. From the inception of his 
presidency, he seemed to recognize 
that the so-called Oslo process and peace 
have nothing to do with one another 
and that the conditions for a peaceful 
resolution of the Arab-Israel conflict are 
as far away as ever. Seventy percent of 
the Palestinian population today rejects 
a Palestinian state in all of the West Bank 
and Gaza, even with its capital in 
Jerusalem, as inadequate. Indoctrinat
ed in the sacred duty to reclaim every 
inch of Israel from the Jews, who are 
descended from "pigs and monkeys;' the 
Palestinian population is in no mood for 
compromise. 

Recognizing this, Bush put Middle 
East diplomacy on the back burner. Dur
ing the Clinton years, Yasir Arafat was 
the nlost frequent White House visitor 
of any world leader; under Bush, he has 
yet to receive his first invitation. 

All that changed dramatically on 
September 11. Suddenly the United 
States reverted to the failed diploma
cy of the Clinton years. Israel, with the 
active connivance of Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shitnon Peres, was pressured 
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to renew talks with Arafat. When 
Prime Minister Sharon proved reluc
tant, the Bush administration leaked to 
anti-Israel columnists like Robert 
Novak that Israel was the only coun
try to turn down an American request 
since September 11. (This at a time 
when the Saudis were denying the 
United States the right to launch 
attacks on Afghanistan from Saudi air 
bases, not one terrorist organization 
had been expelled from Syria, and Syr
ian and Iranian support for Hezbollah 
continued unabated.) 

Sharon finally agreed to permit 
Peres to talk with Arafat, stipulating 
only that 48 hours pass between the 
last Israeli civilian gunned down on the 
highway and the talks. Forty-eight 
hours was subsequently reduced to 24 
hours, and in the end the requirement 
was abandoned altogether. In the 
process, the murder of Israelis was 
turned into nothing 1nore than a 
social faux pas to be ignored after a 
decent interval. 

Arafat and Peres met after a week in 
which three mothers were murdered by 
Palestinians in separate an1bushes, at 
least one by Arafat's own Fatah mili
tia, and after the Palestinian Authori
ty had arrested and immediately 
released the murderer of Sarit A1nrani, 
gunned down in front of her three 
children. One could only wonder how 
President Bush would have reacted had 
the PA arrested and then released one 
of Osama bin Laden's chief operatives, 
with only a warning not to murder any 
more Americans this month. 

Increasing the Diplomatic Pressure 

N
or did the flurry of American 
diplomatic activity in the Mid
dle East end with the Arafat

Peres talks, which concluded with 
another cease-fire agreement that did 
not hold for five minutes. In early 
October, President Bush announced 
A1nerican support for an independent 
Palestinian state, despite the fact that 
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five Israelis had been killed in two sep
arate terrorist attacks only days earli
er. Tbe timing seemed to signal that 
nothing was expected from Arafat for 
a return to the Oslo process. 

President Bush appeared to agree 
with his critics, who charged that Sep
tember I 1 proved that "if you don't go 
to the Middle East, the Middle East will 
come to you." Yet the claim that Sep
tember 11 proves how the United 
States must remain actively involved in 
the pushing the "peace process" will 
not bear a mon1ent's scrutiny: Planning 
for the September 11 attack began 
years ago, during a period of Aineri
can hyper-involven1ent in the Pales
tinian-Israeli conflict. 

The renewed diplo1natic pressure on 
Israel ultimately provoked Israeli 
Prin1e Minister Ariel Sharon to warn 
President Bush that Israel had no 
intention of being placed in the same 
position as Czechoslovakia circa 1938. 
Predictably, Sharon's comparison to 
Munich occasioned little joy in Wash
ington, and President Bush pro
nounced Sharon's vvords "unaccept
able." Though Sharon subsequently 
"clarified" his remarks, the analogy was 
hardly far-fetched. 

Winston Churchill described 
Munich as a deal whereby Czechoslo
vakia gave up land in return for its 
neighbor's promise of peace. Of 

course, Czechoslovakia did not rely 
entirely on Ger1nany's good intentions. 
As compensation for doing the bidding 
of the French and English, and trad
ing away their most strategic defense 
assets, the Czechs received Anglo
French security guarantees. Czecho
slovakia did not sufficiently appreci
ate that the British and French were far 
1nore interested in avoiding conflict 
with Germany than they were in the 
fate of a distant country. But in aban
doning Czechoslovakia, wrote 
Churchill, England and France also 
hurt then1selves, for they convinced 
Hitler, l!l .. r.l', that they would pay any 
price and abandon any interest to avoid 
war. 

For more than a decade, points out 
Angelo Codevilla, professor of Inter
national Relations at Boston Univer
sity) Israel has been in the san1e posi
tion as Czechoslovakia. Israel has been 
pressured to give up vital strategic 
assets - the Golan, the Jordan Valley 
Rift - in return for A1nerican securi
ty guarantees. America sought by 
pressuring Israel into trading "land for 
peace" to ensure for itself a steady sup
ply of Arab oil and respite from ter
rorism. Yet, as Churchill would have 
predicted, An1erica did not succeed in 
forestalling terrorism; if anything, its 
show of \Veakness encouraged such 
attacks. 
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V. COALITION FOLLIES 

H
aving failed to prevent terrorism 
from being directed at it, Amer
ica is pressuring Israel again, 

only this tin1e in the name of a war on 
terrorism. Generals are always fighting 
the last war, we are told. And to prepare 
for the war on terroris1n, Secretary of 
State Colh1 Powell, who headed the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff during the 1990 Gulf War, 
has set out to recreate the previous Gulf 
\Var coalition, even if doing so requires 
the support of some of the primary 
sponsors of international terrorism, 
like Syria and Iran. Concessions from 
Israel, or n1ore gently put, renewed 
A1nerican involve1nent in the Arab
Israeli conflict, is the pound of flesh 
being offered Moslem states for joining 
the coalition. 

The support of Moslem nations is 
deen1ed crucial so that the \Var on ter
rorism not be perceived as a war on 
Islam itself.' That such proof should still 
be needed is itself a measure of the deep 
suspicion of America throughout the 
Moslem world. After all, America fought 
in Kuwait, Somalia, and Kosovo to save 
Mosle111s. 

1~he A1nerican concern that the 
An1erican retaliation not be seen as a 
war against Islam is perfectly legitimate. 
Bin Laden would like nothing better 
than to paint A1nerica's actions as an 
attack on Islam in order to destabilize 
Moslem governments, particularly that 
of his native Saudi Arabia, which he con
tinually harangues as ruled by corrupt, 
heretical stooges of the infidel West. 
Given the manifest failures of virtually 
every Moslem state in the world to 
afford most of its citizens either a n1od
icum of political freedom or econom
ic security, they are all potentially vu!-

5 Even within the United States itsclt~ the eager
ness to prove A1nerican ecun1enicis1n led to some 
unsavory alliances. A1nong the "good Mosk1ns" 
invited by President Bush to a 1nc1norial prayer 
service at the National Cathedral were the heads 
of Moslen1 organizations that support terrorist 
organizations. One of the invitees,Abdurahn1an 
Ala1noudi, president of the An1erican Iv1usli1n 
Council, proclai1ned at a rally last year, "We are 
all supporters of Hainas. I wish to add that I a1n 
also a supporter of Hezbollah." 
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nerable to popular uprisings, like the 
1979 revolution in Iran. 

Unfortunately, the very instability 
that makes it so important that Amer
ican and British military action in 
Afghanistan not be perceived as anti
Islam, also makes it impossible for 
Moslem nations to join any American 
coalition. Doing so would lay them vul
nerable to the charge of collaboration 
with the West against Islam. To date, 
only Pakistan, whose military dictator
ship was offered too many incentives to 
refuse, and which had its own unique 
set of geo-political considerations, and 
Uzbekistan have permitted their terri
tory to be used for strikes against the Tal
iban rulers of Afghanistan. 

The Islamic Foreign Ministers' View 

M
eanwhile, the conference of 
Islamic foreign ministers 
openly rejected the character

ization of any attacks on Israeli civilians 
as terrorism, and opposed the "target
ing of any Arab or Islamic state under 
the pretext of terrorism:' (Secretary of 
State Powell praised the statement for 
not explicitly condemning the war on 
terrorism.) Iran and Syria have con
demned the US bombing of 
Afghanistan. And the PA-appointed 
Mufti of Jerusalem called upon all 
Moslems to oppose the US-led coalition 
against terrorism. 

Saudi Arabia, which has received tens 
of millions of dollars in the most 
advanced American weaponry over the 
past decade, offered "zero coopera
tion" to American officials investigating 
the millions of dollars sent annually by 
rich Saudis to bin Laden, according to 
Vincent Cannistraro, a former CIA 
counterterrorism chief. That 
stonewalling was a reprise of the Saudi 
response to American investigations of 
the 1995 bombing of a US mission in 
Riyadh, that killed five Americans, and 
the 1996 bombing of the Khobar Tower 
in which 19 American servicemen were 
killed. In both cases, the Saudis pre
vented any inquiry into the extent of 
Islamist terrorist groups in the kingdom. 
Even Kuwait, which the United States 
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saved fron1 Saddam Hussein's clutches 
in 1990, offered no support. 

Equally troubling was the response of 
millions of Moslems living in the West. 
The Guardian reported united opposi
tion of British Moslems to the Ameri
can and British air strikes. Only Moslem 
organizations in America refrained, for 
the time being, ftom issuing explicit con
demnations, but informal polls indi
cated that feeling in the Moslem com
munity, particularly among the young, 
ran heavily against the American bomb
ing. 

A Call Without Moral Clarity 

The American coalition-building 
efforts were worse than ineffec
tual; they had a decidedly nega

tive impact. Most serious, they drained 
the war on terrorism of all its moral clar
ity and made it much harder to convey 
the message to the Western world that 
terrorism directed at civilians is a 
scourge to be uprooted wherever it is 
found. 

President Bush issued a clear and 
unambiguous message to a joint session 
of Congress on September 20: "Any 
nation that continues to harbor or sup
port terrorism will be regarded by the 
United States as a hostile regime." That 
clarion call lost much of its force, how
ever, when the United States proceed
ed to actively court Iran and Syria, two 
countries listed annually by the US State 
Department as among the leading state 
supporters of terrorism. America did not 
even wait for a single terrorist group to 
be expelled from Damascus or Teheran 

(which never happened) before omitting 
Hezbollah, Hamas, and Islamic Jihad, all 
heavily supported by Iran or Syria or 
both, from the list of terrorist groups 
whose assets \Vere frozen. 

The more ardently America pursues 
its coalition, the weaker it appears in the 
Islamists' eyes. Against such a ruthless 
opponent, any sign of weakness only 
emboldens the enemy further. For the 
past eighteen years, American targets in 
the Middle East and Africa have been hit 
by Islamist terrorists, with hundreds 
killed, without any significant American 
response. Just a few months ago, after a 
warning of further terrorist attacks 
against US targets in Yemen, the US 
responded by terminating its investiga
tion of the suicide bombing of the USS 
Cole, in which 52 American servicemen 
were killed, and withdrawing ships 
from the Persian Gulf - a clear victory 
for the terrorists over the world's only 
superpower. 

Finally, the fetish with coalition 
building may circumscribe American 
freedom action to pursue its war against 
terrorism successfully. That is precisely 
what happened in 1990 when Saddam 
Hussein was left in control of Iraq large
ly at the behest of Arab coalition part
ners. The failure to remove Saddam, 
who has in the interin1 continued to 
develop his biochemical arsenals and 
strive to obtain nuclear weapons, may 
yet prove to be the original sin in the war 
on terrorism. Ironically, the fear of 
offending Arab sensibilities by remov
ing Saddam in 1990 necessitated the sta
tioning of thousands of American 
troops in Saudi Arabia on an ongoing 
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basis. And those troops have proved to 
be the greatest offense of all to Osama 
bin Laden and other Islamists. 

VI. WHAT'S NEXT! 

P
redictions about the future are 
necessarily highly speculative. 
After Palestinians spontaneously 

celebrated the devastation of September 
11, it was widely assumed that the Pales
tinian cause had suffered a terrible blow. 
Yet, over the next six \Veeks, Yasir Arafat 
en1erged as the only clear \Vinner fron1 
the war on terroris1n, as the Bush 
ad1ninistration decided to return to the 
Oslo process of tangible Israeli conces
sions in return for the infinitely repeat
able and infinitely violable Palestinian 
pron1ise to refrain from violence. 

As we write, no one can know ho'v 
the global scenario will unfold. On the 
evidence thus far, capturing or killing 
Osama bin Laden will likely prove a long 
and costly process. As images of Afghani 
civilian casualties and widespread star
vation are broadcast \Vorld\vide, support 
for the An1erican and British n1ilitary 
operations will decline around the 
West. Already the French and Belgian 
foreign n1inisters have expressed rnis
givings about a prolonged campaign. 

As the battle switches to ground com
bat and US casualties mount, the will of 
An1ericans, who have become accus
ton1ed to wars conducted from the air 

and with a minimu1n of casualtiesi \¥ill 
be severely tested. Advanced capitalist 
societies are notoriously vveak when it 
comes to demanding sacrifices from 
their citizens. Until recently, that weak
ness was primarily a problem for Israel, 
because only Israel faced threats to its 
very existence. But now America is 
threatened as well, and it is far from clear 
how much willpower Americans will be 
able to n1ustcr. Not since \Tietnam has 
America faced large scale military casu
alties, and that hardly constitutes a 
happy precedent. 

Moreover, American casualties will 
likely not be confined to the military. 
The intelligence con11nunity has 
warned that Al-Qaeda had already 
planned a second and third round of 
attacks directed at An1erican targets 
around the world prior to the Sep
tember 11 attack on the WTC and the 
Pentagon. Islan1ist terrorist cells are 
known to exist around the world, and 
virtually every Western country today 
has a large Moslem population from 
\vhich the lsla1nists can raise 1noney 
and recruit new men1bcrs. An1erica, 
then, confronts, the threat of terroris1n 
over an extended period of tin1e. 

As Lt. Col. fony Kern, a military his
torian at the Air Force Acade1ny puts 
it, "Our vast technological edge will 
certainly be helpful, but it will not be 
decisive .... [The battle] will be won or 
lost by the ingenuity and will of citi-

zens and soldiers, not by software or 
smart bombs .... Unlike A1nericans, 
who are eager to put this messy time 
behind us, our adversaries have time 
on their side, and they will use it. They 
plan to fight a battle of attrition, hop
ing to drag the battle out nntil the 
American public loses its will to 
fight" .. " 

Eliminating bin Laden: 
Essential But Insufficient 

W
hile the cost of eliminating bin 
Laden may well be high 
indeed, the cost of not doing 

so is unin1aginable. If he survives, he vvill 
surely do so in a more virulent form. faiJ
nre to pnrsue him to the end and to 
ensure that Afghanistan ceases to be a 

training ground for terrorists fro1n 
around the vvorld would be tantamount 
to taking three days of antibiotics when 
seven are prescribed. 

While elin1inating bin Laden is a nec
essary condition for the survival of the 
\Vest fron1 the terrorist threat, it is by no 
means a sufficient condition. 'fhere is lit
tle reason to believe that he is the head 
of the snake, and that cutting him off will 
cause the rest of the snake to die. He is a 
franchiser of terror, but even after he is 
gone, there are plenty of franchisees \'\Tith 
lots of experience in independent plan
ning and execution. 

No doubt bin Laden has den1onic 
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power and is a powerful symbol to those 
attracted to his particular vision of all
out war between Islam and the infidels, 
but he will be a no less powerful sym
bol in death than in life - perhaps even 
more powerful - to hundreds of thou
sands of others who drink from the same 
dark \vaters. 

They are being trained today in the 
madrassas (Islamic academies) of Pak
istan, which are supported by billions of 
dollars of Saudi protection money annu
ally,6 and whose graduates cross the bor
der into Afghanistan to join bin Laden. 
They do not fear death; they crave it, 
delight in it; they taunt their enemies for 
their attachment to life. Here is how a 
religious columnist in the Egyptian 
government daily Al Gumhuriya puts it: 
"Our ene111ies protect their lives, like a 
rniser protects his money. They do not 
give their lives easily; they do not enter 
battle seeking martyrdom .... This is the 
secret of the believers' victory over their 
enemies - even though the believers are 
few and [their enemies] many, with 
advanced weaponry and equipinent."7 

As a martyr, bin Laden will no doubt 
entice many to follow his path - the Che 
Gueverra of Islam. His death could spark 
rioting in inany Mosle1n countries 
where the rulers are deservedly loathed. 
The legitimacy of the House of Saud is 
dependent on its role as the guardian of 
the holy cities of Mecca and Medina. Bin 
Laden has challenged that legitimacy, and 
dissident Saudi preachers have already 
issued religious decrees against the gov
ernment. So afraid is the ruling family 
of this challenge that it is debating 
\Vhether to order all An1erican forces out 
of the kingdom, on the grounds that the 
danger that those troops protect against 
(Iraq) is less that the danger they cause 
(Islamist rebellion). 

If militant Islamists took over Saudi 
Arabia, the United States would have no 

6 The Saudi governrnent spends approxin1atcly 
ten billion dollars a year exporting its particu
larly xenophobic and n1ilitant Wahhibi Ishun 
around the globe. Bin Laden and 15 out of the 
l9 Septen1ber l l hijackers were raised in that tra
dition. 
7 Siinilar celebrations of the Moslem eagerness 
to die versus the Jewish love of life are a regular 
staple of the Palestinian press. 
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choice but to invade to protect the West's 
oil. American forces would then find 
themselves confronting some of the 
world's most sophisticated weaponry, 
weaponry they themselves have provid
ed. No less dangerous would be an 
lslamist takeover of Pakistan where bin 
Laden commands a very large following. 
That would place the Bomb in Islamist 
hands. 

So the threat of Islamist terror will 
likely survive bin Laden, and may even 
grow with his death. 

Beyond the bin Laden Threat 

B
eyond bin Laden, there still 
lurks Saddam Hussein, preparing 
to take his revenge on America for 

humiliating him in the Gulf War. Sad
dam is kno\vn to have acquired and to 
have employed biochemical weapons 
against Iran and his own Kurdish pop
ulation. Leading members of the Amer
ican defense establishment wrote Pres
ident Clinton over 3 years ago warning 
that Russian scientists \Vith great expert
ise in biochemical weapons were no\v in 
Saddam's employ. According to the 
Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arins 
Control, he possesses 157 aerial bombs 
and 25 missiles arined \vith germ agents. 

Possession of such weapons gives the 
US a powerful deterrent to attacks on 
Saddam. And if he acquires nuclear 
weapons, sornething he is estimated to 
do within three to five years of doing, 
the whole calculus of dealing with ter
rorism shifts dramatically, fron1 casu
alties measured in the thousands to 
those in the hundreds of thousands. 

The West is still haunted by the fail
ure to remove Saddam once and for all 
in 1990. There is compelling evidence 
linking him to the September 11 attack, 
which he alone of the world's heads of 
states condoned. Czech intelligence 
recorded at least four rneetings in 
Prague between an Iraqi agent and 
Mohammed Atta, believed to have 
been the leader of the September 11 
hijackings. Bin Laden is known to 
have met with the head of the Iraqi 
secret service, and, according to unpub
lished spy reports several hundred Al-

Qaeda rnernbers received training in 
terrorist tactics from Iraq. 

The degree of false identification in 
possession of the September 11 hijackers 
strongly suggests state involvement. And 
finally, Iraq is only one of four countries 
in the world - the United States, Britain, 
and Russia are the others - known to have 
the ability to manufacture anthrax as 
potentially lethal and easily spread as that 
which infected Senate Majority Leader 
Tom Daschle's office. 

To leave Iraq's terrorist potential intact 
at this point would make a mockery of 
the declared \Var on terrorism, and 
inevitably lead to a vastly more danger
ous world a few years from now. In the 
words of Adam Garfinkle, editor of Pub
lic Interest, if Saddam is left in power, Iraq 
will become the K-Mart of unconven
tional weapons for terrorist groups 
around the world. 

The portents for America acting 
against Iraq, however, do not look pron1-
ising at this n1on1ent. I'he \var against ter
rorism has been a personalized shoot-out 
between George W. Bush and Osama bin 
Laden. ~ro portray the war on terrorism 
as a matter ofbringing a handful of crazed 
individuals to justice, however, n1isrep
resents the threat. We face not a crin1inal 
justice problem, but a war against vast net
works of loosely linked terrorist groups 
around the globe. Those terrorist groups 
act with the help of rogue states, using 
them for their own purposes, and derive 
their strength from belief systems shared 
by tens of millions. 

I
n short, it is not difficult to conjure 
up scenarios of cataclys1n arising out 
of our current situation. We pray that 

none of those scenarios come to pass, and 
remind ourselves that the hearts of both 
the evildoers and those who oppose then1 
are in Hashent's hands. 

Yet contemplating the world revealed 
on Septen1ber 11, it is impossible not to 
be reminded of the Chafetz Chaim's pre
diction in Tzipisa L'Yeshua that as histo
ry nears its completion, events will speed 
up at an ever-accelerating pace. Those of 
the last few weeks certainly seem to fit that 
description. It is not too soon to prepare 
ourselves for Moshiach's arrival. 1111 

39 



EDITORIAL COMMENT 

T
he analysis of diplomatic 
trends, military threats, and 
security concerns by Yonason 

Rosenblum, in the preceding pages, 
may inspire feelings of hopelessness 
or despair in some readers. Others 
may respond by producing schemes 
for improved public relations for 
Israel's cause, devising approaches to 
influence and enlighten the media 
and other opinion makers, to see 
things from our perspective. And 
then, some may come up with cre
ative initiatives for steering diplo
matic efforts in one way or another. 
All are important, and some may even 
be fruitful. But there is a bottom line, 
which consists of two phases. 

First, as the final Mishna in Sota 
says after describing how the various 
pillars and props that hold up soci
ety will crumble during the era of 
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Jkvesa d'Meshicha: "On whom can we 
rely? On our Father in Heaven." All 
else will have failed us. Today, we are 
keenly aware that He and He alone is 
indeed our prime source of support 
and relief. It is not necessary to 
place ourselves in the context of the 
specific era of Jkvesa d'Meshicha to 
recognize our utter dependence on 
Him. We must, then, turn to Him to 
help us. 

Secondly, there is the passuk in 
Mishlei (21, 1 ), "Like streams of water 
is the heart of a king in the Hand of 
Hashem." Again, that puts the onus on 
us to look to Hashem to intervene 
accordingly on our behalf. 

Our task, then, is to respond to the 
details of the calls for introspection 
and self-improvement, reaching for 
virtual transformation of who we are 
and how we function, as discussed in 

the other articles that appear in this 
issue. One would be advised to return 
to them, and take their messages to 
heart. Then, perhaps, we will be wor
thy of Hashem's influencing presi
dents, prime ministers, and princes to 
take to heart the plight of our broth
ers and sisters in Eretz Yisroel, as well 
as the welfare of all well-meaning peo
ple, wherever they are - especially here 
in the United States of America. 

Much of the sense of urgency 
articulated in these articles, and the 
summons for redirecting our efforts 
and activities toward bettering our
selves, were compellingly formulated 
in a speech given by Rabbi Ephraim 
Wachsman. An article based on his 
remarks appears in the pages that fol
low, in the way of a summary state
ment, and as a complement to Rabbi 
Rosenblum's analysis. NW 

NESIVOS 
oi?'\V ni:i"nl SHOLOM: 

Essential Perspectives in Education 
THE SLO~'IMER REBBE: 

HARAV SHOLOM NOACH BEREZOVKSY ZT"r~ 

he Slonimer Rebbe was a spiritual giant who left a precious legacy of writings and 
teachings. This remarkable work on chinuch shows us how to deal with the unique educa
tional challenges of our generation: how to transmit the sweetness of Torah, how to ignite 
the spark of a Jewish soul, how to discipline without harshness, and how to nurture faith 
and enthusiasm. 

Full of practical techniques, positive strategies, and deep Torah hashkafah, Nesivos Sholom 
- Neslvel Chlnuch is an indispensable guide - for the hOme as well as the classroom. 
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cfutlashti, the creation ofa new type of 
existence, must be built upon bittul, a nul~ 
lification of the old one. Indeed, such 
external changes would call for just such 
an inner transformation, as well. 

Rabbeinu Yona in Yesod Hateshuva 
quotes a pasuk in Yechezkel: "Shuva Yis
roel mikol pisheichem .. .. Throw aside all 
of your transgressions, ve'asu lachem lev 
chadash- and create within yourselves a 
new heart, ve'ruach chadasha- and a new 
spirit, ve'lama samusu- why should you 
perish?" Rabbeinu Yona explains this to 
be a directive for a person to make him
self over ki hayom nolad - as if he were 
born on that day. This is a level of teshu
va expressed in becoming a tntly new per
son, not even recognizable to those who 
knew him before. 

A TRANSFORMING EVENT 

David Hamelech also described a 
powerfully transforming event: "Kol 
Hashem b'hodor, kol Hashem b'koach, kol 
Hashem shover arozim - The voice of 
Hashem is in power! The voice of Hashem 
is in majesty! The voice of Hashem breaks 
cedars!" ( Tehillim 29,4-5). We are living 
through a period of unprecedented 
change, an experience that we never could 

·- -· 
Rabbi Wachsman serves as Rosh Hayeshiva of 
Yeshivas Meor Yitzchok in Monsey, NY. 
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be .the saitli.i; 
We e1Cperienced a small taste ofyiras 

haromemus - awe over G-d's might. At 
that moment of massive destruction, 
everything became battel- null and void. 
Money was not important. Machlokes 
(dispute) was not important. Kavod 
(recognition and honor) was not impor
tant. The stock market was not important. 
Sports was not important. Everything was 
hevel havolim b'mlo muvan hamila-folly, 
in the full sense of the word. In the wake 
of such fear, everything becomes battel. 

Anything we had invested with impor
tance, anything that we had thought had 
meaning crumbled to nothing. 

OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 

Wi
at is truly of value? What are 
ur true assets and liabilities? 
et us take a page from his

torical precedent. 
When the Bolsheviks took over Rus

sia in 1919, their first target was the intel
ligentsia, and members of the upper class
es. They searched out the doctors, and the 
people who had accumulated wealth. Peo
ple who fell into these categories quick
ly tore up their diplomas, they hid their 
money-"Nobody should know that I'm 
wealthy! Nobody should know I'm a per
son of achievement! Nobody should 
realize that I'm academically accom-

mcli<:tment:"I bestowe&g· 
bring out My honor, to fulfill My agen
da. How did you use them?" 

The Chafetz Chaim gives the mashal 
(parable) of two people who were dis
patched by a businessman to buy mer
chandise. He gave a one of them a thou
sand rubles, while he gave the other two 
hundred rubles. One spent eight hundred 
rubles on expenses; he had two hundred left. 
The other one spent one hundred, and had 
a hundred left. The one who had the two 
hundred left turned to the other fellow, and 
said, "What are you going to say to the boss? 
You only have one hundred rubles left to 
purchase stock!" 

The other fellow replied, "What are you 
going to say? You were given a thousand, 
and you spent eight hundred on yourself!" 

If the Ribbono Shel Olam gives some
one wealth, intelligence, talent, yichus 
(pedigree), or kavod- these will be the 
basis for claims against the person. The 
moment his neshama leaves his body, he 
will wish to go into hiding. I didn't have 
wealth. I wasn't smart. I wasn't a 
meyuchas. Don't look at me! I wasn't 
famous. All of his achievements will be 
turned on their head for his not having 
used them for furthering Hashem's plan. 
How little we understand! 

A few days ago, what would your aver
age businessman have given to be able to 
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Beautiful rooms, with kitchen facilities, in 
the heart of Baro Park, by day or week. 
Near Shuls, take out foods, etc. Profits to 
Mifal Torah Vodaas. 

Call (718) 851-2969 
No T.V.'s 

Evaluation & Therapy ore available in the 
privacy of your home .f Cfi.a!df./ 
or ol ourcenter <}r£(.J O; J 
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say he has the status of an office in the 
Twin Towers? 'Tm not in a hole in the wall 
in Boro Park. Look at my business card, 
look at the prestige of my address!" Today 
we know that it could have been a death 
sentence. What do we understand? What 
do we believe in? Those who feel secure 
in their hearts, and rely on the govern-
1nent, or on this or that agency, to straight
en out our current confusion, and are sure 
that all will be well, have not learned a 
thing. The true message is: There is noth
ing else but the Ribbono Shel Olam. What 
was secure yesterday is 1neaningless 
today. 

The Dubno Maggid tells about an 
infonner whom the citizens ran out of town. 
He approached the governor, and said, "I 
need a place to live. They don't want me 
in town anyn1ore." 

He replied, "Fine, no problem. Go buy 
yourself a plot of land in some other town 
and build yourself a beautiful house." 

He went from one city to the next, but 
no one wanted to take him in: "We heard 
you're an inforrner." So the governor sent 
him to a distant town: "All the land there 
belongs to me. Choose a nice lot and build 
yourself a house on n1y account." 

On the outskirts of town, he found a 
magn~ficent, open area surrounded by to1v
ering trees - covered with snow. His con
tractors came and started building foun
dations. Everybody who walked by smiled. 
Who do they think they are, laughing at 
me? As he continued building, they start
ed chuckling, laughing in his face. Finally, 
he saw that people were hysterical when
ever they passed by. He asked a fellow, "Will 
you please tell me what the big joke is! -
Am I not building correctly!" 

He replied, "You fool! This piece of land 
is a frozen lake. You've built your whole 
palace on a sheet of ice. The summer is going 
to come, and it's all going to melt. Your 
whole structure will sink into the water.'" 

OF REALITY AND ILLUSION 

( ( Ein tzur k'Elokeinu- There is no 
rock like our G-d." Chaz.al say, 
"Ein tzayar k'Elokeinu - there 

is no artist like the Ribbono Shel Olam." 
Rabbi Shlomo Heiman '7"0l1 1 commented: 
An artist can paint a picture and make 

something look so realistic that you'll 
think it's the genuine article. The Ribbono 
shel Olam painted an entire world, and 
it appears to be real. Twin Towers- they're 
real, betzuros, gedolos, varamini me'od ... 
fortified, immense, towering above the 
rest. And now we know it was a picture, 
like on an etch-a-sketch- one shake and 
it all disappears. 

And we saw the face of ra- we saw evil, 
a cruelty, an azus, a rishus, brazenness, 
wickedness ... disdain for Yidden and for 
human life. On Rosh Hashana, we are 
mispallel: "Ki saavir memsheles zadon min 
haaretz-You will remove the brazen rul
ing powers from earth:' The Chafetz 
Chaim says that it does not mean a par
ticular nation. It refers to ra, the power 
of evil itself. These perpetrators of evil 
were without mercy, with no under
standing of what humanity is. And yet, 
sefarim hakedoshim (sacred literature) tell 
us that Kial Yisroel is endowed with 
unique kochos, special gifts. When Kial Yts
roel does not use these attributes prop
erly, they are appropriated by the forces 
of evil. If we do not have mesiras nefesh, 
the requisite dedication in our service to 
Hashern, then less deserving creatures -
our adversaries - will assu1ne niesiras 
nefesh and sacrifice their lives for ra .... If 
\Ve are lax in tzenius - basic modesty -
then they will become the standard 
bearers of tzenius '7"1. The nation that 
Chazal call shtufei zima- sunk in deprav
ity and promiscuity-will carry the ban
ner of tzenius for the world. Objection
able reading material that., .. , finds its way 
into Jewish homes will be declared ille
gal in their countries. 

For a period of time we lived in 
Yerushalayim with my wife's maternal 
grandfather. A Jew in his 90's, he was not 
feeling well on a particular afternoon, so 
he ca1ne into the living room in his robe. 
At that rnoment, an Arab cleaning wornan 
had come in to "do sponja." She indicated 
that she would not enter the room because 
he was sitting in his robe. A few mo1nents 
later I went into the living room and I saw 
him crying. 
------- ----·----- ----.-----------

1 Rabbi Hei1nan, a dose talrnid of Rabbi Boruch 
Ber Lcbovitz ?"Yr, was Rosh riayes!iiva in Mcsiv
ta Torah Vodaath fron1 the late l 930's until his 
petira in 1944. 
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I asked him, "Why are you crying?" 
He couldn't get the words out of his 

mouth. ''Ashamnu rnikol am. We are 
worse than any other nation. They're 
going to instruct us about tzenius!" 

A few weeks ago, the Rosh Yeshiva of 
Shaarei Yosher, Rabbi Yosef Rosenblum 
N"1.?'7v, spoke specifically about improv
ing the level of kedusha (sanctity) in the 
businesses and institutional offices 
maintained by Torah Jews. It constitutes 
a violation of kedushas Yisroel for a 
young man to become overly familiar in 
the way he addresses a married won1an 
- or even a girl just out of seminary -
even though it conforms to the normal 
course of business. A serninary gradu
ate confided in her menahelles in Bais 
Yaakov, "The first tin1e I came into an 
office and the men were friendly to me, 
I felt violated. Today, if they don't talk 
nicely to me, if they don't call me by my 
first name, I am insulted and hurt:' 

The Brisker Rav comments on the 
listing of objectionable objects of wor
ship in the passage, ''Vatiru es shikutzei
henz ve'es giluleihem eitz va'even kessef 
vazahav asher imahern - And you sa\v 
[the nations'] abominations and their 
detestable idols - of wood and stone, 
of silver and gold that were with 
them" (Devarim 29, 17). The nature of 
a person is that in his first encounter 
\.Vith the abominations of the other 
nations he finds them disgusting and 
nauseating. Then, with passage of 
time, he co1nes to view them as 
detestable, a matter of taste. Then they 
are merely wood and stone. Ultimate
ly, they are kessef ve'zahav- silver and 
gold, common features of the business 
scene. Just the way things are in a nor
mal environ1nent. 

Responding to the charge, "We have 
to change," means that the criteria for 
what is norn1al and acceptable must 
undergo a radical change. Jewish wed
dings and other celebrations, pursuit of 
profit, quest for honor and recognition, 
agendas for fulfillment of desires - all 
of these components of a "normal 
agenda" must be re-evaluated and in 
many cases must sitnply be reduced in 
scope, modified, or dropped. 
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THE CHALLENGES OF CONFLICT III ... 

W
hen Rabbi Elchonon Wasser
man i"~n visited London 
shortly before World War II, 

he was urged to remain in England. The 
people begged him "The situation is 
unstable in Europe. Stay here and open 
a yeshiva in London." 

He said, ('Londoner Yidden,Iet me tell 
you what I heard from my Rebbe, the 
Chafetz Chaim: World War I was the 
first stage of chevlei Moshiach (the 
birth pangs of Moshiach), of Milchernes 
Gog U'Magog. It was terrible, but not 
every Yid suffered. After 35 years, a sec
ond stage will take place, and Yidden are 
going to suffer terribly, but not all Yid
den. Some will be saved. But," the 
Chafetz Chaim added, "there is going to 
be a third war, in which no Yid will 
escape chevlei Moshiach. Londoner Yid
den, do you think that you're going to 
be safe here, and I'm risking danger? No 
one is going to be safe from the third 
war." 

The late Mashgiach (of Mir and, later, 
Ponovezh) Rabbi Yechezkel Levenstein 
., .. ,,,,repeated this exchange in a public 
forum. So1neone asked him later, 
"Rebbe, how do you say such terrifying 
things to a tzibbur? Are you telling peo
ple that there's going to be another 
Holocaust challila?" 

Reb Chatzkel replied, "Nobody 
understood what the Chafetz Chaim 
meant. The Chafetz Chaim meant that 
the third war will rage in the minds of 
Kial Yisroel, attacks on the ruchniyus of 
Kial Yisroel, the likes of which has never 
happened before. And no one will 
escape it. We will not be in control of 
our own thoughts. 

"The Chidushei HaRirn writes on 
Parshas Toldos of Milchernes Gog U'M
agog- the ultimate, pre-Messianic \var 
- that during Ikvesa d'Meshicha, a Yid 
will not able to concentrate when he says 
the six words: 'She ma Yisroel Hashem 
Elokeinu Hashem Echad.' His mind will 
start wandering. If you want to catch a 
glimpse of the emotional confusion this 
refers to - and the strongest indication 
that it is true - just take note: Everybody 
has just breathed a sigh of relief: 'Oh, the 

Chofetz Chaim didn't mean our bodies; 
he only meant destruction of our 
neshamos.'" 

The Chafetz Chaim had predicted 
that there is going to be Auschwitz on 
our neshamos .. .. And that's a relief!? 

\t\There are we? 

... AND THE LINES OF DEFENSE 

I 
asked a chaver in Bnei Brak to 
please ask Rabbi Chaim Kanievsky 
N""1"'ro what I should say to guide 

and encourage people. He called me 
back: "Reb Chaim Kanievsky said, 'This 
is chevlei Moshiach. And the Gemora 
says, Harotzeh l'hinotzel nii'chevlei 
Moshiach ya'asok b'Torah u'b'gemillas 
chassadim. If one wants to be spared suf
fering in the days before the advent of 
Moshiach, become involved in Torah and 
gemillas chassadim." 

V\lhat does "oseik b'Torah" mean? 
This calls for a different type of involve
ment in Torah. Everybody has to 
descend deeper into chachmas Hashem 
- Torah with a co1nmit1nent, with a 
geshmak, with joy. It means supporting 
Torah study with a feeling of responsi
bility for its success. It is unthinkable that 
in a generation of affluence, yeshivas can
not pay the teachers of our children on 
tin1e. We must see to it that this situa
tion changes forever. 

n 
OR 
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We have to love Taras Hashem, and 
love every talmid chacham with every 
fiber of our being. 

Rabbi Chaim Shmulevitz ':>")ll por
trayed true involvement in Torah: 

Picture the scene if we would be told 
that there would be Techiyas Hameisim 
- the rising of the dead - for the dura
tion of one hour. The beis hakevaros 
( cemete1y) will be opening up, and all the 
meisim (deceased) will come out. In 
anticipation the whole town will gather 
outside the cemetery gates in their Shab
bos best, waiting to greet their departed 
ancestors at the appointed hour. 

(Says Reh Chaim:) You know what will 

For careful attention to your 
individual needs, call us today! 

(845) 354-8445 

happen? The meisim will rise in their kit
tlech (shrouds), and will run right past 
their children, to spend that one hour in 
the beis hamidrash, to take out the 
Gemora and say, "Omar Abaye." They 
won't be interested in anything else. All 
that matters is a precious hour of Torah 
study. 

Such is being oseik b'Torah! 
Gemillas chassadim. What about 

nosei b'ol- carrying your friend's bur
den for him, in the manner of the Rib
bono Shel Olam? A Jew needs a favor. 
He's on your doorstep. It's not just a 
matter of How do I wind up this session 
and be rid of him? It's "Let me listen to 

r.-------------------~ 
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him, and lighten his burden." 
The fellow comes through your 

door. He has a book ofletters from doc
tors. This procedure was completed, 
that surgery is required. Read it. Think 
of what he's going through, for a 
moment. Nosei b' al. Lend your heart to 
his pain and anxieties. 

We hear ,, .. , of a fellow Jew with an 
illness. We take his or her name and we 
mention it in our tefillos. Do we think for 
a moment of what is going on in his 
house? He had been a regular, healthy per
son who had thought: It could never hap
pen to me. And suddenly he's faced with 
terror: Doctors. Treatments. He looks at 
his family. His wife, his children. His old 
world does not exist anymore. Do we 
think about it for a moment? Are we 
nosei b'ol? 

Do we feel for the parents who are 
going through tzaar gidul banim? ... 
who are watching their children aban
don Yiddishkeit, and they've got a hole 
in their hearts as big as the hole in the 
Manhattan skyline? ... who can't bear it 
anymore? 

I heard of a leading member of her 
com1nunity who davens every Friday 
night as she lights her candles:" Rib bona 
Shel Olam, if my son doesn't do teshu
va, I beg You, let him die. I can't bear 
to see him. I can't bear the Gehinnom 
that he's going to have." Do we feel her 
anguish? Do we have a concept of what 
Yidden are going through? 

We have to break through the walls 
of selfishness once and for all, and 
become an Am Echad. There are mil
lions of Yidden who do not know that 
they are Yidden. Can you imagine the 
Ribbono Shel Olam's pain regarding His 
children? He doesn't have one child who 
is failing Him; He has millions such 
children. Where is our heart for the Rib
bono Shel Olam? 

As the world changes, so must we. 
The path to change is clearly spelled out 
in the protections we should seek from 
the suffering of chevlei Moshiach: 
Involvement in Torah as though it 
were our primary enterprise, and gemil
las chasssadim - beyond reducing the 
pain of others, to include feeling it with 
them, and carrying their load. • 
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The March '01 issue of The Jewish 
Observer featured "Voice From the Fringe, 
And Beyond ... Coming Back Again;' by 
an anonymous author, which recounted 
how, as a young man from an established 
religious family, he had abandoned "a life 
of Torah and mitzvos and eventually joined 
the military:' After having resumed mitz
va observance, he was refused an aliya on 
Simchas Torah .... Letters on the subject 
were published in a Reader's Forum" in 
May 'OJ. More letters on the topic appear 
below. In each case, for reasons that will 
be dear, the names of the writers have been 
withheld. 

''VOICE FROM THE FRINGE": 
ERRONEOUS AND MISLEADING 

To the Editor: 
I am a gabbai of the Beis Hamidrash 

where the young man (in the article in the 
Nissan JO) did not receive an aliya on 
Simchas Torah. 

The way the incident is described is 
both erroneous and misleading, for the fol
lowing reasons: 

1. Almost no one in the Beis 
Hamidrash at that time knew that there 
was a question going on regarding giving 
the young man an aliya. Not even the gab
ba' im. They just knew there was a delay 
in being told who to call up, but did not 
know the question at hand. 

2. Two members of the Beis 
Hamidrash, independent of and not 
knowing the actions of the other one, 
raised the issue quietly with the one who 
bought the aliya. 

3. Neither of these two people knew 
that the young man knew that he was to 
receive the aliya. They both said, had they 
known, they would not have said anything. 

4. Both of these gentlemen are closely 
connected to the young man's family 
(ambiguous description by choice). 
Therefore, they did not mean to cause the 
young man any bad feelings. Secondly, 
they were knowledgeable of his back-
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ground; there is no issue of choshed b'k
sheirim or chezkas kashrus. 

5. Some "friends" (again ambiguous by 
choice to avoid lashon hara and 
machlokes) of the young man, who have 
their own history in the Beis Hamidrash, 
took this as an opportunity to make a 
tumult against the Beis Hamidrash. This 
is how people in the community became 
aware that an incident occurred. 

Did the young man leave that evening 
feeling hurt? Yes. 

Did anyone stand at the side passive
ly and let this happen? No. 

Did a mistake happen? Yes. 
Can the community be blamed? No. 

The last question raises a broader issue. 
The young man uses this incident to indict 
the community where he was raised, and 
the pressures therein. Every community 
has its own pressures, standards and expec
tations for its youth. It may be in level and 
style of religious observance, choice of 
yeshiva, school, college, profession, type 
of lifestyle or any combination thereof. 
Using the young man's own line of rea
soning - there is not one Jewish group 
from the far right to the far left of Ortho
doxy that is not experiencing the problem 
of the "at-risk child" /"street child;' male 
or female. (This is from conversations with 
professionals in the field.) 

This sort of incident could happen in 
"Any Community USA" from the broad 
spectrum mentioned, in any synagogue, 
home, school, business or social setting. 
Mistakes are made at any time, in any 
place. 

The broad lesson to be learned is that 
individuals must always be sensitive to the 
feelings of others and be extra careful in 
situations where a person's sensitivities and 
hurts could be inflamed. 

The purpose of this letter is to set the 
record straight. It is not meant to take 
attention away from the main issue: 
Orthodox Jewry has a problem, its caus
es must be identified, and no effort 
spared to combat it. 

We can only hope that the scar does not 
remain nor impede the young man's 
journey back. You can be sure that his 
whole story is a trying experience for the 
community, whose hearts are full of sor-

row and compassion for him and his 
family. 

We are gladdened by his return and 
are grateful to those who have been so 
helpful and supportive of him, in show
ing him the lit path of return to the ways 
of Hashem. 

Name Withheld by Request 

RETURN OF "THE FRINGE KID" 
... WITHOUT APOLOGIES 

To the Editor: 
The focus of The Jewish Observer on 

the problem of "at risk" kids serves the 
purpose of awakening the larger com
munity to the problem, and, hopefully, 
providing solutions. But, as Rabbi Bass
man pointed out in his letter-to-the-Edi
tor (May 'OJ), there is no value in glori
fying the "fringe kids"by presenting their 
grievances without at least pointing out 
that theirs is the biased viewpoint of those 
who have strayed. 

I want to present another perspective 
- as the mother of a son who went "over 
the brink:' 

Our family is extremely grateful to 
Hashem for leading our son back. The joy 
I feel when visiting him on Shabbos, and 
I see him return from shul wrapped in a 
tallis and hear him recite Kiddush, is 
almost tangible. But, even though my son 
"returned" several years ago and has since 
established a frum family, the memories 
of the dreadful period when he was "off 
the derech" are still raw and painful. The 
scars will probably never heal complete
ly. Some authorities believe that most 
rebellious youth are the product of their 
parents' problems, be they inept parent
ing, lack of shalom bayis or another issue. 
Other educators debate this point (and 
I personally know several families where 
family problems were clearly not a fac
tor). However, in virtually every case the 
parents' negative input was inadvertent; 
the parents did not set out to deliberately 
alienate their child. Their judgment may 
have been faulty but their intentions were 
not. 

The wayward child, however, made a 
conscious (albeit adolescently influ
enced) decision to rebel. As a gadol (over 
bar mitzva), he is halachically responsi-
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ble for his actions. No one chooses his 
nisyonos (tests); the parents did not 
choose theirs and the child did not 
choose his. But the youth did fail his 
nisayon. 

As prescribed by halacha, we must 
never remind a baa! teshuva of his past 
misdeeds. 

But what of the baa[ teshuva himself? 
Where does his responsibility lie? 
Shouldn't he acknowledge his guilt - at 
least to himself- and refrain from point
ing out the faults of others. 

Name \iVithheld by Request 
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those of our gedolim and respected 
mechanchim. 

I'm sorry if your middle-of-the-road 
teens find these stories so sensational. Per
haps it is an opportunity to teach them 
con1passion and understanding and the 
idea that severe pain, physical or emo
tional, can cause otherwise rational peo
ple to make dumb choices. It is not our 
job to determine the limit of any indi
vidual's tolerance to pain. That is 
Hashem's job. 

A teen's rejection of Yiddishkeit does 
not happen overnight. It usually follows 
years of hurt, failure, rejection and 
ridicule, often accompanied by learning 
disabilities or other difficulties. Left with 
what he viev.rs as no chance for success in 
our environment, the by-novv-desperate 
teen looks elsewhere. This is natural, nor-
1nal and hun1an. It is also devastating. 

By the way, setting limits and sticking 
to them does not give me a lousy feeling. 
Quite the contrary, as long as my limits 
are fair and consistent) it gives n1e the very 
satisfying feeling of doing my job prop
erly. But when a family's relationship with 
their teen is reduced to \Varfare, lousy is 
not the word. The horror is indescribable. 
At that point, laying down the law does 
not bring peace. There is no peace. The 
only alternative is to throvv your kid out 
of your home - and that means into the 
street. 

You have obviously never experienced 
that horror and ;nv:i never will. If you 
haven't been there you can't imagine the 
pain involved on both sides. So, please, 
those of you blessed with all middle-of
the-road children, count your blessings 
and don't give advice to the rest of us. 

We are among the lucky ones. Thanks 
to tren1endous siyata diShmaya and some 
very caring individuals who refused to give 
up on him, our teen has returned. He is 
no\v in his n1id-twenties, the natural years 
of turbulence have passed, and peace has 
been restored. Perhaps an apology from 
him would be in place some day, but he 
certainly deserves an apology from those 
who hurt him along the way. As of now, 
we are just eternally grateful every time we 
see him put on Tefillin or go to his daily 
shiur. We're glad we left the door open. 

f'v'a1ne H'ithheld by Request 
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