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NOTED IN SORROW 

As we go to press, we note with deep sorrow and sense of loss the petira 
(passing) of Rabbi Nachman Bulman ?">I. founding editor of The Jewish 
Observer, and n1ost recently menahel ruchani of Yeshiva Ohr Somcach, 
Jerusale1n. One of the most profound and inspiring teachers of Torah of our 
tiine, his achievements in reaching Jews in the United States and Israel in a 
variety of settings - through the written and spoken work, marked by 
extraordinary gifts of expression and by his passionate concern - are virtually 
without parallel. He leaves behind an invaluable legacy of writings on hashkafa 
(Jewish thought) and countless disciples. His absence leaves an enormous 
vacuum. i1"'.l~)n 
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IT'S ABOUT ATTITUDE 

P
ermit me to explain the ambigu
ous title of this article. It is not 
about terrorism per se, nor even 

about the various foods groups; rather 
it's about attitude. 

While the news for close to two years 
now has been painful and frightening at 
best, and arousing feelings of total help
lessness at worst, the question we all need 
to ask ourselves is, how has the situation 
changed our lives, and more importantly, 
ourselves? To be sure, we follow the news, 
and we respond by lobbying, writing let
ters to our congressman, e-mailing our 
objections to the media for their biased 
coverage, and raising 1noney for impor
tant causes that may be suffering, or 
whose needs are increasing; we are 
making a difference out there -with oth
ers. But what about ourselves? 

If any of us are the same people as 
we were prior to September 2000, then 
we really need to engage in some deep 
soul searching. 

I remember another painful time 
years ago (there have been so many), 
when Shimon Peres was Prime Minis
ter and there were several consecutive 
days of bus bombings on the Jerusalem 
bus # 18, which runs from Bayit Vegan 

Rabbi Ginzberg, founding Rav of the Ohr 
Moshe Torah Institute in Hillcrest, NY, is cur
rently Rav of the Chofetz Chaim Torah Center 
of Cedarhurst (Long Island), New York. 
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ISM, 
AR CUBES 
FILET MIGNON 

to the center of town. There were so 
many tragic losses of lives of Jewish men, 
women and children, that it complete
ly shook even the seasoned veteran res
idents of Yerushalayim to the core. 

During that painful week, my wife 
and I were invited to a wedding of a 
child of one of her oldest and dearest 
friends. This is one of those occasions 
where one's kesuba obligates the spouse 
to tag along to a wedding where he won't 
even know one person (besides his wife). 
With the terrible tragedies taking place 
then in Eretz Yisroel, who had the 
desire or frame of mind to attend any 
simcha, let alone that of strangers? But 
duty called. 

As I later made my way to the din
ing room, I decided to make the most 
of the situation at hand. I had been 
called the day before by an organization 
in Flatbush that sponsors timely shiurim 
to the general public, and was asked if 
I would give a lecture the following Sun
day with divrei chizuk (words of encour
agement) for the depressing situation in 
Eretz Yisroel. I readily agreed, and 
promised to call back with an appro
priate title for the shiur. Seated at a table 
of strangers, I would use the time to 
gather my thoughts in preparation for 
the lecture that coming Sunday. 

I found my seat just as the main 
course of filet mignon was being 
brought to the table. Someone asked if 
anyone had heard the latest news from 
Yerushalayim, as there had been anoth-

er bombing of a #18 bus that very after
noon. Another responded, "I heard 22 
people died today!" Another who had 
just begun his main course interjected, 
"No, I heard it was 23 dead:' And then 
in the very same breath added, "Wow, 
the filet mignon is delicious!" 

As I sat there listening, I realized that 
I had found a title for Sunday's lecture: 
"Bus #18 and Filet Mignon." I meant no 
criticism against anyone. The point of 
my lecture was how we are al~ in a sense, 
that way. We hear about tragedies on the 
radio, pick it up from CNN, and read 
all the details in the newspaper. Then we 
sit down and truly enjoy our dinner of 
filet mignon, without missing a beat. 
How many of us see ourselves in this sce
nario? 

LARGE UNDERTAKINGS 
AND SMALL HABITS 

A
t that lecture, I shared a lifelong 
lesson that I had learned years 
earlier from a great man on just 

this point. I was returning from a sev
eral-month stay in Bretz Yisroel, and to 
my great fortune, on the flight to New 
York I recognized the Lakewood Rosh 
HaYeshiva, Rabbi Shneur Kotler, 7 .. Yr. 

Being young and brash, I wormed my 
way into sitting in the very next seat, to 
learn whatever I could from this out
standing Torah leader. 

I asked him to share some personal 
recollections of his late father, Rabbi 
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Aharon Kotler, ';"on and his effort on 
behalf of the Vaad Hatzolah during 
World War II. I remember his warm 
smile at the question, and then he 
responded, "My father the Rosh 
HaYeshiva 7"'1t accomplished great 
things; but if you want to know about 
true sacrifices) let me tell you about my 
mother 7"t." 

I had read so much of Reb Aharon's 
great mesiras nefesh during this period, 
yet I never heard anything about the 
Rebbitzen's sacrifice. Reb Shneur ?"on 
explained: "My mother had a sweet 
tooth, and she loved to have a sugar cube 
in her mouth when drinking a tea. From 
the time the war began until the end, she 
never took a sugar cube into her mouth. 
What a total and complete self-sacrifice 
for Kial Yisroel!" 

At first, I thought Reb Shneur ';"on 
was toying with me. After all, Reb 
Aharon, was involved in saving hun
dreds oflives. He dedicated himself tire
lessly to raising funds for Hatzolah and 
lobbying in Washington over the years. 
How could he compare these Herculean 
efforts and heroic feats with the Rebb
itzen 7"1, who simply refrained from hav
ing her sugar cubes during the war? 

But then I understood the late Lake
wood Rosh HaYeshiva's insight. Some
times it's easier to focus one's attention 
on a cause and on a life mission than to 
change even one small habit - even 
refraining from adding a sugar cube to 
one's tea. The late Rebbitzen Kotler, while 
not having access to the movers and 
shakers of the Washington political 
establishment, was shaken to the root of 
her soul, "How can I enjoy my sweet tea 
when my brothers and sisters in Europe 
are suffering unspeakable horrors?" 

ACTIVISM ... AND MAKING CHANGES 

M
any of us have on occasion 
participated in rallies (some 
even rallying against those 

who did not participate). Some of us 
have joined public Tehillim gatherings, 
while others may have joined missions 
to Eretz Yisroel. And while these are 
extremely important (and we should 
continue to be actively involved where 
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feasible), has it changed us or our 
lifestyles in any shape or form? 

At a wedding that I attended sever
al weeks ago, I saw something for the 
first time. At each table at the dinner, in 
place of benchers there were ArtScroll 
Tehillimswith a brief note on the inside 
flap. It read: "The chassan and kalla, at 
this time of great joy, are also pained at 
the suffering in Bretz Yisroel. As a spe
cial request to their guests, during the 
first half hour or so [when several hun
dred people are held hostage to the 

• 
As Reb lsser Zolman 

J-\. had begun to 
escort his grandson 
who was embarking 
on this joyous 
reunion, he began 
to think of all his 
grandson's friends 
who will never make 
such a trip - his 
friends who will 
never walk down an 
aisle to a chupa. 

• whims and designs of the photographer 
shooting hundreds of pictures -AZ.G. J 
all are asked to use this precious time to 
say to themselves several chapters of 
Tehillim for our brothers in Bretz Yisroel:' 

This novel idea did not go over too 
well at the table where I was seated. A 
lively debate ensued about whether this 
was an appropriate setting for such a 
message. While I leave that decision for 
others to make, the subtle message that 
things cannot be normal, even at wed
dings, was an important one. 

While others may not have chosen to 
put Tehillim on the tables, they instead 

chose to cut down on the excesses that 
we have grown accustomed to at simchos 
of late. One wedding had a sign promi
nently displayed at the reception 
entrance) that due to the tragedies in 
Bretz Yisroel, there will be no Viennese 
table, and instead the monies saved will 
be sent to besieged families. 

A prominent Rosh Yeshiva confided to 
me recently that while he was with
holding judgment on how effective the 
recently conceived simcha guidelines will 
prove to be, one thing is undeniable: the 
need to tone down our simchos due to 
the situation in Bretz Yisroel is crucial. 

IN REMEMBRANCE 
OF THOSE NOT HERE 

D
uring the very same plane-ride 
with Rabbi Shneur Kotler that 
I mentioned, the Rosh 

HaYeshiva told me of an episode 
involving his saintly grandfather, 
Rabbi Isser Zalman Meltzer 7"'1t. The 
incident provides yet another exam
ple of how one can take steps beyond 
natural, emotional response to remind 
oneself of other's suffering. Before 
World War II, Reb Shneur was 
engaged to be married. When the war 
broke out, he escaped to Bretz Yisroel 
(while his father came to America). He 
spent the war years together with his 
grandfather, all the while not know
ing if his kalla had survived the terri
ble destruction of European Jewry. 

After the war, word came that she 
had survived, and Reb Shneur was 
preparing to travel to meet her and 
finally marry her. It was a festive time 
in the Meltzer home. As Reb Shneur 
was about to take leave for his wedding 
trip, his grandfather, Reb lsser Zalman, 
took hold of his arm to escort him to 
the waiting taxi. He began to descend 
the steps alongside his beloved grand
son and then stopped, and told Reb 
Shneur to continue on his own. 

Those present assumed that it was too 
emotional for him to escort him all the 
way, but he later explained his reason for 
stopping. As he had begun to escort his 
grandson who was embarking on this 
joyous reunion, he began to think of all 
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his grandson's friends who will never 
make such a trip - his friends who will 
never walk down an aisle to a chupa, or 
be reunited with a kalla or a wife. To 
identify with them - with their great loss 
- he held himself back from the full 
expression of joy that a grandfather nat
urally has for a beloved grandson. 

AN UPSIDE-DOWN WORLD? 

S
everal months ago, I attended a 
Sheva Berachos for the daughter of 
a prominent community leader in 

the New York area. An incident there 
brought home the message that one 
doesn't have to be Reb Isser Zalman, or 
Reb Shneur Kotler, to manifest what 
should be a natural expression of shar
ing in the suffering of others in some 
tangible way. 

What an important lesson for us: 
Even when one feels inspired to cele
brate a joyous occasion, one should 
stop and consider the less fortunate. 
Stop and reduce your expression of joy 
in consideration of their suffering. 

Seated around the large table was a 
virtual "Who's Who" of the greater 
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New York community) except for one 
individual who seemed out of place -
a kind, decent person, but not some
one whom I had seen involved in com
munity affairs like the others. As 
everyone was enjoying the dinner and 
the light conversation, in walked an 
individual who took the remaining 
empty seat at the table. After per
functory greetings, he explained the 
reason for his tardiness. It seems that 
just several hours earlier a terrible 
tragedy had happened in a suburban 
community. A six-year-old boy being 
dropped off in front of his home by the 
school bus, somehow got trapped 
under the bus. The driver unwitting
ly pulled away, tragically killing the 
child. All this took place in full view 
of his mother (may Hashem comfort 
her). This person explained that this 
was a relative of his in-laws, and he 
therefore attended the hastily arranged 
levaya, and consequently had to arrive 
late to this simcha. 

Everyone at the table groaned and 
commented on how terrible this tragedy 
was for the family of this young boy. Sev
eral minutes later, the man sitting next 
to me (the very person whom I had 
deemed out of place at a table reserved 
for prominent community leaders) 
pushed away his dinner plate. I polite
ly asked him if he was feeling well, and 
his response opened my eyes to what a 
Jew is supposed to be like. He said," We 
just heard about this tragic accident, and 
I'm thinking about what his mother and 
father must be going through at this 
moment. How can I sit here and enjoy 
a meal, when Yidden are going through 
such suffering!" 

After digesting his heartfelt words, I 
too pushed away my plate and thought 
of the following Ghazal. 

The Talmud tells about a young 
man who was deathly ill and then 
recovered. His father asked him, 
"What did you see in the next world 
(as he was so close to death's door)?') 

He responded, "I saw an upside
down world, where the leaders at the 
top in this world are on the bottom in 
the next world." 

His father responded," No, my son. 
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The world you witnessed is the true 
one!' 
Moments earlier I had just won

dered about this individual -why was 
he sitting together with prominent 
community leaders - only to now feel 
just the opposite: Why are these peo
ple sitting at a table with a true oheiv 
Yisroel like him? 

The Chafetz Chaim 7"Yl was well into 
his eighties when his wife woke up in the 
middle of the night and noticed that her 
saintly husband was not in his bed. She rose 
quickly to see if he was feeling well, and 
found him lying on the cold, hard floor, 
with his hands bent under his head in place 
of a pillow. Seeing her elderly husband in 
such a position frightened her, so he 
explained his actions: "I 1vas lying so com
fortably in my warm bed, and then I began 
to think of all my fellow Jews who have 
been forced fro111 their hon1es by the 
advancing annies and have no wann bed 
to sleep in. How can I sleep in my bed while 
others sleep on the cold, hard floors? I too 
will do the same. So I arose and lay on the 
floor, as well." 

While we are not on the Chofetz 
Chaim's level of Ahavas Yisroel, there 
should be some tangible way to cut back 
on some item of comfort, and say to the 
Almighty the words of the Shunemite 
woman to Elisha: "Besoch anzi anochi 
yosheves - I choose to sit amongst my 
people" and to feel their pain along with 
them (Melachim II 4,13). 

ON AN ELEMENTARY LEVEL 

A
principal of one of the local ele
mentary schools spoke about 
this theme at a recent assembly 

of the junior high school grades and 
then asked what each boy might be will
ing to sacrifice in his association with 
Acheinu Bnei Yisroel. He was both sur
prised and touched by the various sug
gestions offered by the young boys. 
Some were prepared to give up certain 
snacks, others their recess time, and oth
ers even their favorite toys. What was 
amazing, though, is that each and 
every child was fully prepared to give 
up something. 

Contrast this with the response to 

the very same question that I proposed 
in a lecture that I gave to women at a 
shut. When asked what they were pre
pared to give up, most responded that 
they would have to think very careful
ly of what they could honestly do with
out. Why were the children more 
ready to sacrifice than their parents? 
This is a question that is worth look
ing into a little deeper. 

If we can't give up the filet mignon, 
nor the comfortable bed, and maybe not 
even the sugar cube, what is there left 
for us to do? 

Maybe there is one thing left. Vol
umes are yet to be written about the life 
and accomplishments of the late leader 
of Torah Jewry in this past century, the 
Ponovezher Rosh Ha Yeshiva, Rabbi 
Elazar Menachem Shach 7··:;r, who 
passed away several months ago. Hun
dreds of stories and anecdotes have been 
told over at the many hespedim. One in 
particular comes to mind in this dis
cussion. 

It is well known that Rabbi Shach 

Global Cellphone Rental 
"The Name You Trust" 

kept completely out of public view the 
last four or five years due to his 
advanced age and weak condition. 
What is not that well known was the 
message at his very last public meeting 
with the Ashkenazic Chief Rabbi of 
Israel, Rabbi Yisroel Meir Lau. He said 
to Rabbi Lau, "! am more than I 00 
years old and I have no strength left. I 
hear that they sell chazir (pork) in the 
streets of Tel Aviv, and that there is 
chillul Shabbos in Ashkelon. There is 
nothing left for me to do about it. 
Except one thing .... I can cry." 

With that, Rabbi Shach began to cry, 
with his entire body shaking uncon
trollably for what seemed like an eter
nity; until he fell into an exhausted sleep. 

Maybe we need our sugar cubes, and 
maybe we need our war1n beds, but at 
least we can still do one thing to share 
in the pain of our brothers and sisters 
in Eretz Yisroel. We can cry. Cry for them 
and cry with them. And if we are unable 
to do even that, then we should cry any
way. We should cry for ourselves. • 
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THE CONTEMPORARY MARRIAGE SCENE Professor Aaron Twerski 

OF DIFFERENCES AND UNANIMITY 

S
everal months ago, after many 
years of agonizing over the escac i 
lating lavishness of our simcha 

ebrations, gedolei Yisroel placed th 
imprimatur on a set of hanhagos (gui 
lines for general practice) to govern w 
dings in the chareidi community. 
promulgation of those guidelin 
engendered a plethora of reactions. 
Some welcomed them with enthusiasm, 
others with equanimity, and still others 
with derision. 

The truth be told, even among 
members of the Torah leadership, not 
all were in total agreement with the 
hanhagos. While some rabbanim and 
roshei yeshiva withheld their signatures 
from the guidelines simply because of 
their general policy of not signing their 
names to public pronouncements, oth
ers were motivated by more substan
tive concerns. Several viewed the guide
lines as too tepid, others viewed them 

Dr. Twerski, a member of the Editorial Board of 
The Jewish Observer, is a professor in Brooklyn 
Law School and serves as chairman of the board 
of Agudath Israel of America's Commission on 
Legislation and Civic Action. 

---·~ .. -------
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~ELINES 
FOR WEDDINGS'' 

as too detailed, and yet others feared 
that the time was not ripe for their 
broad promulgation. 

This much, however, is undisputed. 
Over the many years that takanos have 
been under discussion, there has been 
unanimity among all gedolei Yisroel that 
our lifestyles have taken on a decided
ly hedonistic and non-Jewish character, 
and that serious examination is in 
order. There has been no disagreement 
among the gedolim that we need to 
downsize. The question has not been 
whether, but rather how to accomplish 
this goal. Let those cynics who point to 

e absence of one or another name on 
list of rabbinic endorsements on the 
hag~s point to even one who believes 
t1~~iextray1111ance which has become 
,co~m<\11place meets with his 

riiovalciThe)' will search in vain. 
ho$e who • ue their excesses of the 

1'ilst can find pport from any Torah 
"- •authoritr;, . . an in the lamentation 

of Moslte · abbeinu when he pro
claimed: "Vayishman Yeshurun vayivat 
- and Jeshllrun got fat and kicked" 
(Devarim 32,15). 

HISTORY OF TAKANOS 

M
uch has been written about the 
history of takanos in the pages 
of this publication.' All bnei 

Torah know them well. From the takana 
of Rabbi Gamliel prescribing stringent 
limitations on the costs of the burial of 
the dead; to the requirement that all 
1 "Community··c~·ntrols on Extravagance: Is It 
Time to Revive Them?", Lewis Brenner, June '71; 
"Notes on a Jewish Wedding," by Avi, June '82; 
"The Time for Tikkun Has Arrived. Are We 
Ready?" by Aaron Twerski, Feb '96; "Reflections 
on 'Time for Tikkun' One Year Later," by Aaron 
Twerski, Jan '97; "Responding to the Message of 
Recent Events," Rabbi Yaakov Perlow, Oct. '01. 
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maidens who had reached the age of 
shidduchim and went out to be seen by 
their prospective mates on Chamisha 
Asar B'Av would be dressed in borrowed 
clothes, so as not to shame those who 
were impoverished; to the strict guide
lines set by the Va' ad L'Arba Aratzos to 
govern all simchos, there has been a long 
tradition of community standards set by 
gedolei Yisroel to govern various aspects 
of events in the Jewish life-cycle. These 
are not new innovations created by 
zealots in 5762, but historic benchmarks 
in enforcing restraints when deemed 
necessary. 

WHY GUIDELINES FOR SIMCHOS 

G
edolei Yisroel throughout the 
ages have written volumes about 
the incompatibility of extrava

gance and hedonism with fundamental 
Jewish values. And many of the rab
banim who spoke so eloquently in sup
port of the guidelines have emphasized 
the need for modesty as a singular 
virtue. If so, then, why not an outright 

attack on all aspects of conspicuous con
sumption? Why not guidelines on elab
orate houses, cars, summer villas and 
posh vacations? And why guidelines for 
weddings? What about bar mitzvas and 
seudos bris mila? 

First, let it be noted that sifrei mus
sar and chassidus brim over the top with 
admonitions against all forms of indul
gence in luxurious living. Those who 
wallow in materialism cannot aspire to 
or attain spiritual greatness. If the cha
suna hanhagos are the first shot out of 
the cannon declaring an offensive on the 
part of gedolei Yisroel seeking to make 
a statement on one aspect of overindul
gence, then it is a welcome start on a 
topic that will yet need to be addressed 
in further stages. 

There is, however, a justification as 
to why simchoswere chosen for takanos 
that is, in my opinion, irrefutable. 
There is good reason that Rabbi Gam
liel made takanos for funerals, and that 
gedolei Yisroel throughout the ages set 
firm guidelines for simchos. For the most 
part, a Jew lives his life in private. What 

one eats for dinner, the cost of one's fur
niture, whether one takes a car service 
or the subway to work - these are not 
public affairs. 

There are, however, events in the life 
cycle of the Jew that are not and cannot 
be private. Burial of the dead is not a pri
vate affair; levoyas hames is a public mitz
va. One cannot conduct a private funer
al without transgressing the mitzva of 
kavod hames - giving due honor to the 
dead. When Rabbi Gamliel saw that the 
impoverished had to abandon their dead 
because they could not bury them with 
the standard honors expected at the 
time, he mandated a single uniform 
funeral service for all. 

Weddings are not and cannot be pri
vate affairs. The mitzva of simchas chas
san v'kalla forces one out of the private 
domain into the public arena. Once a 
standard is set by community custom, 
all conform to it or else risk being 
shunned. It is no answer to tell the less 
fortunate to make a third-rate wedding. 
One can no more celebrate a third-rate 
wedding than one could make a third-
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rate funeral. Marie Antoinette's injunc
tion to the poor, "Let them eat cake," 
rings very hollow indeed. Rabbi Gam
liel understood that when the halacha 
forces the Jew into the public domain, 
chachmei Yisroel must mandate some 
sense of equality so that one need not 
wear the badge of poverty. Very simply, 
there are times when one must act not 
as individuals, but as part of a klal. 

In a moving address, the Novom
insker Rebbe K""1"7v related that he had 
been questioned by a person of con
siderable means as to why he should not 

be able to spend his money as he saw fit. 
The Rebbe answered him, "You are not 
only an individual, you are part of a tzib
bur. The way in which you behave pro
foundly affects others who are less for
tunate." 

ONLY WEDDINGS? 

S
hould there, then, not be guidelines 
for bar mitzva and seudos bris mila? 
The answer is: Of course there 

should be. The Vaad I.: Arba Aratzos 
included all such public events. Talk to 

It hurts 11 10 ca. 
a11.: omesl1c 
au s8tli 
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It hurts 

It feels better just to talk about it. That's 
why we're here. Our staff is made up of 

caring and sensitive individuals. Together, 
we can help you explore your options. We 

can refer you to recognized professionals 
for counseling, legal advice or help in 

finding a safe environment. We can also 
put you in touch with some very special 

Rabbis. But in order for us to reach out to 
you, you must first reach out to us. 

Confidential Hotline 

Do it for yourself. 
Do it for your children. 

r o. 

1.888.883.2323 
(Toll Free) 

718.337.3700 
(NYC Area) 

Shafom Task Forcf.' 15 a 501{c)(3) chantab~ organization 

parents who are forced to "shortchange" 
their 13-year-old whose classmates all 
have a three-day-weekend bar mitzva 
gala, or high-priced affairs in luxurious 
halls for several hundred couples. Con
template the pain and shame of a 
youngster who feels left out because all 
his classmates within a period of sever
al months have had posh celebrations 
and he is the class "neb." One strives that 
a simcha be full and complete - we wish 
our friends "gantzeh simchos." How 
complete can your simcha be if you 
know that it is driving a stake into the 
hearts of your children's friends? And for 
those who feel that they cannot impose 
the dishonor on their children and 
themselves, comes the crushing cost of 
tens of thousands of dollars that drives 
them into hapless debt. The smile you 
see on a host's face at such a simcha 
masks the long-term pain that accom
panies it. 

Yes, bar mitzva guidelines are in 
order, and hopefully they will come in 
time. There is, however, good reason to 
start with weddings. 

Weddings - like funerals - come at 
a time of overwhelming e1notional 
stress, and the principals (the celebrants 
and the mourners) do not usually 
respond in a calculated manner. More
over, the details of the event are often 
orchestrated by an imperious outsider 
- the caterer in one case, the funeral 
director in the other - at previously 
established arbitrary costs. These out
siders are the ones who established the 
norm, and as time goes on, they con
tinue to conform to the norm, or esca
late it. Only organized communal pres
sure can redefine that norm, and scale 
things down. So we focus on weddings. 

THE STARTING POINT 

There is yet another factor in the 
way we celebrate our weddings 
that forces us to begin here. The 

secular culture has had its impact on our 
view of marriage and our way of cele
brating the event. The wedding has 
taken on the Hollywood "perfect day" 
mythology. The gown must be exquisite. 
The video and photography must be 
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superb. Flowers must give their"Garden 
of Eden" effect. The tiny tots must march 
to the chupa leaving a trail of flowers. 
The music must be heavenly. The smor
gasbord and Viennese tables must pro
vide enough food and delectables to feed 
two annies, and they must be artistic to 
boot. Everyone who attends the same 
shul and bungalow colony must be invit
ed. The entire class of the chassan and 
kalla arc must-invitees. And the list 
grows on. It is a train without brakes 
descending a mountain at 150 mph. It 
had to crash. 

It has crashed. 
So now we must take steps to dis

engage from this downward plunge 
and redesign our weddings. Interest
ingly, the starting point of these han
hagos is a celebration that is unani
mously loathed, and yet most difficult 
to shake: the Vort. Yes, the couple has 
just become engaged, and they want 
the world to know it. But convening a 
large celebration, with lavish displays 
of refreshments, floral arrangements 
and n1usic is a phenomenal waste of 
time and money, pulling the chassan's 
friends away from their sacred studies, 
playing havoc with the senior genera
tion's shiurim and family time, and 
generally imposing on friends. An 
i1npron1ptu L' chai1n for immediate 
family and intimate friends - in the 
kalla's home, if at all possible - makes 
so much sense; but even then one must 
battle convention and the couple's 
expectations to limit the scope of this 
event. It is, however, a battle worth 
waging. 

Once this very first step in the guide
lines is violated, the rest of the hanha
gos will likely he ignored as a matter of 
course. We must stop and think: No one 
contests the superfluous nature of this 
gathering. All the more reason to com
ply with this aspect of the hanhagos, and 
begin the celebration on the right track. 

THE EMBATTLED MIDDLE CLASS 

T
he guidelines will not have a 
direct effect on those living at or 
below the poverty line. For rea

sons to be explained later, they would 
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be indirect beneficiaries. These Yungeleit 
do not have the option to make any
thing other than low-budget weddings. 
My discussions over the past years have 
been focused on our in1poverished 1nid
dle class who, although earning nicely 
by general American standards, are lit
erally choking from their multifarious 
financial commitments. Families with 
( b'li a yin hara) five or more children 
cannot sustain themselves even on 
incomes of $75 to $125 thousand. 
Between tuition, camp, 1nedical insur
ance, mortgage on house and car, they 
live on the edge. If every second or third 
year, they have to finance a "baala
batisha chasuna," they are driven to -
and often over - the brink of bank
ruptcy. The peer pressure to match up 
to expectations is enormous. They say 
(and I believe them) that without 
takanos they are lost. 

Even the well-to-do, upper-middle 
class cannot afford the high cost of sim
chos. 

And yet, because they are perceived 

as well-to-do, the pressure on them to 
make a really elaborate wedding is very 
great. The only solution is to start at the 
top and introduce some limitations. The 
ripple effect will be enormous. It will 
redound to the benefit of everyone. The 
gaps between the various income stra
ta will not disappear; but they will 
shrink dramatically. The savings have 
been calculated to be in the tens of mil
lions of dollars each year. The savings 
in self-respect and peace of mind are 
incalculable. 

ARE WE BEING CONSISTENT? 

T
he wags and scoffers have already 
taken this first cheap shot. "Yes," 
they say, "the rabbanim and 

rebbes tell us to make modest weddings, 
but when they make a wedding they 
invite everyone:' One could well view 
a wedding made by a rebbe as an affair 
of state. Chassidim and talmidim attend 
because it is a communal religious event 
- not a private simcha. I have attended 

seeks to appoint a 
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many such simchos. Most often they take 
place in the large beis medrash or a large 
hall. 

Catering is done at bargain-rate 
prices. Serving is on plastic dishes. All 
who attend share in the cost because 
they wish to be part of an event that is 
a part of their own religious and spir
itual experience. The cost per couple at 
these events is a fraction of the cost at 
a regular wedding. These are no-frill 
simchos. 

That should trouble no one but the 
naysayers. All should understand that 

kehilla events are of a different genre. 

AN OPPORTUNITY SEIZED ... OR WST 

W
e need desperately to tone 
down our lifestyles. We need 
to do so for ourselves. We 

need to do so for our children. We need 
to do so for our sense of community. 
We need to do so out of respect for the 
wishes of the roshei yeshiva and gedolei 
Torah who have made it clear that they 
find extravagant simchos antithetical to 
ruach haTorah, to the Torah spirit. 

She has reached the stage of life where she should finally 
be reaping the fruits of decades of labor, but 
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pain-wracked, immobile ___ ,,,,, 
patient. Her life is one hazy 
blur of agony. 

Only $20,000 stands 
between her and restored 
health! That's the cost of 
the operation that can 
reverse her condition. 
But after a lifetime of 
hand-to-mouth living, 
she cannot pay it!! 

\1,11~ ~-n -:,.,,...1 
R'abbi Matesvahu Solomon 

,1(r(V <'f"' 
Rabbi vaakov Perlow 

Those who know them can attest to the 
pain that they endure when in atten
dance at these events. 

For those who contemplate turning 
a blind eye toward the guidelines, I 
urge you to think again. For years, 
many bnei Torah have turned to their 
roshei yeshiva for direction. The roshei 
yeshiva were hesitant to act because 
they feared that they would be met 
with a helpless shrug or - worse - with 
cynicism. Well, now they have spoken. 
If we decide to reject their counsel, we 
shall be making a statement loud and 
clear that ultimately we are not sub
servient to Torah authority: Let them 
stick to religion and let us run our lives 
as we see fit! Torah will be placed 
b'keren zavis - in an obscure corner, 
causing the ultimate chillul Hashem. 

***** 

W
hen Yitzchak Avninu was 
placed on the akeida, he 
asked his father: "Abba, kefos 

osi yaffeh she'lo evot- Bind me tight so 
that I not kick and thus render my sac
rifice invalid!" 

Kial Yisroel has always understood 
that we need to be bound so that we 
not render our lives unworthy. We have 
always understood that restraint frees 
us to ascend to a more noble and lofty 
existence. 

Some predict that nothing will 
come of the guidelines. I disagree. I 
have deep faith that the overwhelming 
majority of Bnei Torah will honor them 
in both letter and spirit. 

They are not the be-all and end-all. 
But they reflect an important first step 
on a journey that is not yet fully chart
ed. But if the route is not defined, the 
destination is clear: To lead our lives 
within the contextof~ncvrtt>imn 
"Walking humbly with Hashem your 
G-d." • 

~~~~·--~~~~ 
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THE CONTEMPORARY MARRIAGE SCENE Ozer Alport 

Can We Learn From 

¥~SEIF' IS DOM 
Planning for our Financial Future 

YoseifHatzaddik was freed from prison 
in order to interpret Pharaoh's dreams. He 
explained that they foretold seven years of 
abundance to be followed by seven years of 
famine. He therefore recommended the 
appointment of a wise advisor to oversee 
the project of storing for the famine dur
ing the years of plenty. Upon hearing this 
proposal, Pharaoh responded that there is 
no one n1ore fitting for the role than Yoseif 
himself, who demonstrated great insight by 
suggesting such an idea. 

The great mussar personality and 
teacher, Rabbi Elya Lopian 7··;,n, asks the 
obvious question: What intelligence do we 
see on the part ofYoseif? Any rational per· 
son would realize that if one anticipates good 
years to be followed by lean years, the obvi
ous strategy is to save for the future during 
the good years. 

Reb Elya explains that from the fact that 
Yoseif is indeed praised for his wisdom, the 
10rah is revealing to us a deep insight into 

---- ·-· .. ----
Ozer Alport lives in Jerusalem, where he learns 
in the Mir Kollel, and uses his degree in Eco~ 
nomics fron1 Harvard University to help b'nei 
Torah organize their finances and invest their 
money. This is his first appearance in The Jew
ish Observer. 
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human nature: the prevelance of short-sight
edness. Even though our minds recognize the 
need to prepare for the future, we have great 
difficulty looking past the affluent present. 
Chazal therefore tell us "Eizehu chacham, 
haro' eh es hanolad - a wise person is one 
who sees the future" (Tamid 32a), and plans 
for it accordingly. 

A LESSON OF RELEVANCE 

T
his lesson is all too relevant for 
our generation of B'nei Torah, 
which Baruch Hashem continues 

to thrive and expand in many ways. 
Those who are fortunate enough to take 
advantage of the unprecedented choic
es offered by this affluence, however, 
need to be instructed to do so with an 
eye to the future so that these same 
opportunities can be extended to the 
next generation as well. 

On a practical level, this means that 
every young couple needs to take the 
responsibility to make a cheshbon - to 
calculate and budget their resources -
to insure that they will be able to meet 
their anticipated future expenses. If 
they figure out how much they save on 
a monthly basis, and extrapolate 5-to-
7 years down the line, they should find 
that they can hope to have a reason
able down payment toward a house. 
On a more long-term basis, they need 
to project 20-30 years from now and 
estimate how much they will need to 
marry off each of their children. This 
can be very frightening for people who 
are themselves only 25 or 30 years old, 
but closing our eyes to the future is not 
going to make it any rosier. If antici · 
pated funds do not match what they 
expect to need, then they need to make 
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some sort of realistic plan as to how 
to get there. 

AN ISSUE NOT TO IGNORE 

T
he potential danger involved in 
ignoring this issue is even more 
severe for the thousands who 

have merited, due to the development 
of new communities, which has made 
apartments increasingly affordable, to 
move to Eretz Yisroel. Government 
programs here make it significantly eas
ier just to make ends meet for years; 
young couples do not have to worry 
about paying large tuition and insur
ance bills, and receive extra stipends for 
every additional child. When the future 
inevitably comes, however, and funds 
are lacking due to inadequate prepara
tion, the situation will be quite grim. 

This issue is particularly important 
to me because I help b'nei Torah invest 
their money, and I see how so many of 
them are failing to take proper steps to 
plan for the future. In my experience of 
discussing this issue with other yun
geleit, most of them justify their lack of 
preparation as" bitachon (trust in G-d);' 
claiming that my approach contradicts 
fundamental principles of emuna 
(faith). We must, however, be consistent 
in all areas of life. If we go to doctors 
with medical problems and consult 
lawyers when faced with legal dilemmas, 
we can not just switch to the path of"no 
hishtadlus (personal effort)" when we 
do not want to plan for future expens
es. In fact, the Gemora (Bava Metzia 
42a) gives guidelines on how a person 
should diversify his qssets, including a 
portion to be invested in business. I 
know a yungerman who received a size
able inheritance and was advised by 
Rabbi Elyashiv 1-<··v;?Y.> to invest a large 
portion in the stock market. While it's 
true that this approach presents a dan
ger of relying on kochi v' otzem yadi 
("my might and the power of my hand 
brought me this good fortune"), it is no 
different from any other hishtadlus that 
we make in life; after all of our calcu
lations are 1nade, we must not forget 
that Hashem controls the final outcome, 
and daven accordingly. 

Personal responsibility throughout service - NOT JUST "PAPERWORK" 

ORIGINATOR OF THE PRESENT RABBINICALLY APPROVED METHOD 
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She was a child who knew only of neglect and misery 
in a strife-ridden irreligious home which finally fell 
apart. 
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She was taken in by a warm, caring family. With 
much input, she blossomed into a mature and deeply 
religious young woman. 

She is now happily engaged, but her poverty-stricken 
surrogate parents cannot be expected to cover her 
wedding expenses. She has no one to turn to who can 
finance her trousseau and furnishings for her future 
home. 

Please send your generous tax-deductible donation to: 
Gomlei Chesed c10 Rabbi Binyamin Kaminetzky 
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For more information please call 718-431-0044 
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THE ROAD FROM 
DIAGNOSIS TO SOL\Jf!ON 

D
iagnosing this problem may be 
simple, but finding practical 
solutions is much more compli

cated. General suggestions are difficult 
because every situation is unique and 
requires an analysis of all of the relevant 
factors in order to determine the appro
priate course of action. Ideally, every cou
ple should be able to handle this issue on 
their own or in consultation with their 
Rav; unfortunately, experience has borne 
out that the giving of the kesuva (and its 
accompanying monetary obligations) 
under the chupa does not necessarily cor
respond to feelings of financial respon
sibility, in which case their parents or any
one else with the ability to help out would 
do a great service to step in and steer 
them in the right direction. I know of 
young couples who went broke and were 
forced to move back in with their par
ents. I've heard about families that made 
their sons choose between tefillin and a 
bar mitzva seuda; perhaps these bitter 
problems could have been avoided with 
a little foresight years earlier. 

The truth is that being aware of this 
potential problem and recognizing the 
need to confront it is already half of the 
battle. A well-known American Rosh 
Yeshiva here sent me a client with seven 
children, the oldest a 13-year-old girl, 
who had saved $7500 for his children. I 
tried to explain to him that this money 
was not even sufficient for his oldest 
daughter, let alone the other six children, 
but my calculations unfortunately fell on 
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deaf ears. While it's good that his Rebbe 
finally alerted him to the need to plan for 
the future, he spoke up about ten years 
too late. 

Once young couples understand the 
need to live with a cheshbon, it will be 
much easier for them to begin saving. 
Part of the problem is that knowing that 
they are being supported for several years, 
the human tendency toward short-sight
edness makes it difficult for them to think 
about what will be beyond that period. 
A newlywed in such a situation came to 
me; making a budget showed a month
ly surplus of $100. The wife joyfully 
exclaimed, "Now I can get new shoes 
every month!" Although she was joking 
(I hope), the underlying attitude was all 
too serious. Any money left at the end of 
the month in such families, rather than 
being deposited, goes for extra sefarim or 
new clothing. If it's demonstrated to them 
how much that extra money can add up 
to over the course of time, as well as the 
importance of saving for their children 
(and themselves!), it becomes much 
easier to "sacrifice" and forego that new 
pair of shoes. 

There are many ways in which parents 
and in-laws can enable and encourage 
young couples to save. Earmarking a 
small portion of monthly support to be 
saved for the future, or if possible, offer
ing to match monthly savings, would cre
ate a strong incentive to avoid excess and 
plan for the long-term. If the children do 
not have the knowledge to create a port
folio to invest their money, it would be 
a great chessed to do so for them or direct 
them to someone who can. A yungerman 

came to me on the advice of his father
in-law, after leaving more than $40,000 
in the bank for the first two years of mar
riage, when he could have been making 
significantly more in the stock market if 
only someone would have helped him. 

FROM MODEST STARTS 
TO JOYFUL PAY-OFFS 

P
ermit me to give some concrete 
examples of the potential to be 
gained by saving regularly, espe

cially if invested wisely in the stock mar
ket. Someone who deposits a mere $100 
on the birth of a daughter and adds $10 
weekly until her wedding at age 20 will 
have more than $18,000 if he earns 5% 
yearly in the bank, almost $34,000 if he 
receives the historical stock market aver
age of 10% annually, and close to 
$68,000 if he does well enough to aver
age 15% per year. If he sets aside $3,000 
($1,000 from the new parents matched 
by $1,000 from each set of grandparents) 
on the birth of a son and adds nothing 
until the wedding 25 years later, he will 
have more than $10,000 from the bank, 
$32,500 from the stock market average, 
and close to $99,000 if he manages to 
earn 15% annually. These numbers will 
be even higher with regular additions of 
birthday and Chanuka presents, and 
higher yet if grandparents help out with 
periodic contributions. 

These figures are within reach for 
many young families; the key is to start 
early and add regularly. By now, it 
should be self-evident that small sums left 
to grow for long periods of time, with 
Hashem's help, can do much to reduce 
pressure on both parents and children 
when the time for shidduchim inevitably 
arrives. 

Rabbi Leib Lopian (son ofReb Elya) 
pointed out that the only difference 
between the word onegll)) (pleasure) and 
the word nega Vll (affliction) is where you 
put the (letter) Ayin. If we wait until the 
last minute, putting the Ayin (eye) at the 
end, we will suffer great afflictions. Let 
us plan for the future by placing the Ayin 
up front, so that the simchos for the next 
generation of Kial Yisroel should be noth
ing but oneg. • 
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THE CONTEMPORARY MARRIAGE SCENE 

In his article, "The Path to Happily Ever After;' featured in The Jewish Observer (January '02), Rabbi Ephraim 
Wachsman faulted the current dating system for being an American phenomenon with roots in the 1940's. Using the 
classic system, as is still followed in European communities - devoting time and effort to gathering relevant informa
tion about the prospective shidduch, and limiting the length and the number of meetings - would make the process 
more productive, less stressful, and enhance its tzenius. 

The article aroused much comment - both supporting and questioning his premises. In the pages that follow, we 
present several challenging letters with a response from Rabbi Wachsman - rounding out the discussion on a vital topic. 

A PATH CHARTED 
BY NON-AMERICANS 

To the Editor: 
I found the article, "The Path to Hap

pily Ever After;' disappointing. Though 
I have several difficulties with this arti
cle, there is one which compels me to 
write. The article is addressing an 
American audience, yet only quotes 
gedolim from Bretz Yisroel or Europe. 

America has been blessed with out
standing gedolim. It may be possible that 
their approach to shidduchim for the 
American bachur or bas Yisroel differed 
from that of their contemporaries in 
other countries/societies. It would 
behoove Rabbi Wachsman to appreci
ate this reality, and research their opin
ions before writing on this issue. 

BEN ZION UNGAR 

Far Rockaway, NY 
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A "PARSHANDOSA MEZUZA'' 
OR BUILDING A BAY1S NE'EMAM 

To the Editor: 
In his article, "The Path to the Hap

pily Ever After;' Rabbi Ephraim Wachs
man described the Yeshiva world's 
approach to shidduchim - the "Dating 
System" - as "a uniquely American phe
nomenon ... a relic of the 1940's 
when ... Jewish America did not yet have 
direction, and everything was learned 
from the way the non-Jews do things:' 
If that sweeping statement was meant 
to include the manner in which three 
generations of bnei Torah have sought 
to find their zivug, I would find this 
indictment somewhat unfair, inaccurate 
and even offensive. Are all the wonder
ful shidduchim of these last 50-60 years, 
which have succeeded in creating homes 
and families bi'kedusha ve'tahara, res-

onating with sanctity and purity, com
parable to the fictitious mezuza of 
Rabbi Meir Shapiro's parable (the Par
shandosa Syndrome)? 

There is no doubt that the dating sys
tem requires monitoring and fine tun
ing, to avoid unacceptable attitudes and 
practices. One should bear in mind, 
however, that the system per se was 
accepted and then developed by the 
greatest Roshei Yeshiva and Gedolei 
Rabbanim in America, who actively 
guided their talmidim in finding their 
zivug by- yes - dating. Many American 
minhagim- indeed, our most vital chin
uch institutions (including summer 
camps) - were established with the deep 
insight of those Gedolei Torah after their 
arrival to America. They understood that 
integration of Torah life within Amer
ican society required ingenuity, 
patience, and even some accommoda-
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tion. As our society grows stronger, both 
in numbers and Torah commitment, we 
may well be able to improve upon some 
of these systems. But that hardly justi
fies saying that it is a system "without 
Mesora," or dismissing it as something 
unworthy, "created by whom?" 

Indeed, hundreds of genuine bnei 
Torah are currently consulting directly 
with their Rosh Yeshiva or Rav in all 
aspects of shidduchim. 

It is also important to take into 
account that many of the young men, 
especially those whose homes or back
grounds do not reflect the level of ded
ication to Torah that these young schol
ars have attained, would not be able to 
find their proper shidduch relying sole
ly on parental guidance. (This holds true 
for young women, as well.) 

In addition, our Torah society today 
is very diversified and has many vari
ables. It is not pre-War Europe, where 
the girls as a rule stayed home and 
received no formal education (and 
certainly had no careers), and a married 
"yeshiva man" would move in to his in
laws' home as he continued to learn. 
Our American environment promotes 
a greater degree of autonomy. Thus, 
even in many families where children 
and parents are "on the same page" 
regarding shidduchim, the children do 
not want decisions made for them. They 
hope to ultimately arrive at crucial deci
sions for themselves, especially with 
regard to their shidduch. Therefore, 
more time is required "until each one 
recognizes to a degree what the other 
person is like and what their hashkafas 
hachayim is." (Quoted from Rav Elazar 
Shach 7"~.) 

We should encourage and admire 
bnei Torah and bnos Yisroel who are exer
cising much caution while dealing with 
the most important decision of their 
lives bekedusha u'vetahara. Certainly, 
Rabbi Wachsman is correct in admon
ishing those who abuse the system by 
dating too often, for too long, or delib
erately seeing many girls. Similarly, we 
must also decry those parents who are 
not seeking what is best and appropri
ate for their child, but rather a shidduch 
that will bring stature or prominence to 
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the parents. 
The main challenge in shidduchim is 

to strengthen our emuna and bitachon 
- our faith in Hashem. We must truly 
believe that all our shidduchim are sub
ject to Hashem's divine will and that He 
brings them to fruition. Then we will 
certainly conduct ourselves in His ways, 
and merit the right zivug. We will also 
achieve the calm and serenity, which is 
how the Ran (cited by Rabbi Wachs
man) defines the source of the word 
"Shidduchim." 

RABBI MOSHE HALBERSTADT 

Passaic NJ 

• 
O ur Torah society 

today is very 
diversified and has 
many variables. It is 
not pre-War Europe .... 
Our American 
environment 
promotes a greater 
degree of autonomy. 

• 
CHALLENGES LACK OF SOURCE 

OR LEGITIMACY OF THE 
AMERICAN DATING SYSTEM 

To the Editor: 
I read with much interest Rabbi 

Ephraim Wachsman's "The Path to 
Happily Ever After:' Rabbi Wachsman, 
an erudite and articulate talmid 
chacham, has an entertaining style and 
provides edifying insights and perspec
tives. Nevertheless, I disagree with both 
his premise and his proposal. 

Rabbi Wachsman asserts: "It is an 
established fact. The American 
approach to shidduchim in the non
Chassidic circles - the dating system, as 
it's known - is a uniquely American phe
nomenon." 

It is not clear, at least to this reader, 
how this "fact" became so established. 
I do not see any historical evidence 
brought to bear. To the best of my 
knowledge, the system of courtship 
practiced in Eastern and Central Europe 
bore strong resemblance to that which 
is in effect today. 

In any event, I think we must take 
into account the vast differences 
between the expectations that a con
temporary couple has from marriage 
and those once harbored by a strictly 
Chassidic or otherwise isolated couple. 
Even the most exhaustive background 
checks cannot substitute for direct 
exploration and work on the nascent 
relationship. Horror stories of short
term divorces, despite extensive ('home
work," abound. In the intense and 
complex (and, we hope, rewarding and 
fulfilling) relationship that our con
temporary couple will likely develop, 
many problems may arise if proper pre
marital groundwork for the life they will 
live together is lacking. 

Even if one believes the entire milieu 
must change, this realignment cannot 
begin from the "dating" process. It is first 
necessary to argue why the current state 
of love and marriage in our world that 
led to the current state of the courtship 
process should change. After such argu
ments have been made, other core 
issues, such as love before or after mar
riage, must be considered as well. If our 
society is then convinced that the new 
perspective is correct, then, and only 
then, may we advocate curtailing the 
courtship process. 

Continuing to Rabbi Wachsman's 
proposal, it seems to consist of two ele
ments: More parental involvement and 
less face-to-face meetings. I question the 
former element: What is to be done with 
children of non-Orthodox, modern
Orthodox, or, for that matter, dysfunc
tional parents, who are either unused, 
unwilling, or unable, to engage in the 
extensive background checks and nego
tiations that underlie the model 
espoused by Rabbi Wachsman? 

But my real problem is with the sec
ond element of Rabbi Wachsman' s pro
posal. Rabbi Wachsman cites several 
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Gedolei Torah as advocating fewer 
meetings of shorter durations. Precise 
numbers are not forthcoming, but 
one senses that we are talking of no 
more than two to three "dates" of two 
to three hours each. I do not wish to 
quibble on numbers. I have heard that 
the Brisker Rav 7""' prescribed no fewer 
than six meetings, and that Rabbi 
Bick ';>"Oil recommended a minimum of 
eight. It is, however, the quality of the 
courtship process that should be our 
concern. The goals of that process 
should dictate its relevant length in 
each case. Rabbi Wachsman seems to 
hold that since "suitability" has been 
determined already by the parents, 
what remains is to confirm that com
patibility: To ensure that both sides find 
their respective mates reasonably pre
sentable. This may work for some Chas
sidic circles, but I do not believe it will 
work for the majority of the American 
Torah community. 

Applying the Rambam's 
Three Levels of Friendship 

The ideal marriage is captured by the 
Rambam in his commentary on Rabbi 
Yehoshua ben Perachia's advice, 
"Acquire a friend for yourself" (Avos 
1:6). The Rambam's explanation of the 
Mishna is based on three levels of 
friendship: The lowest level is a friend
ship built on mutual benefit, such as the 
relationship of two business partners. 
The Rambam divides the next level into 
two: friendship based on pleasure, and 
friendship based on security - both 
comprise friendship based on a sense of 
equilibrium, but the latter sub-level is 
higher. Friendship based on security is 
such that each person finds in the other 
a person whom he can trust; someone 
with whom he can let down his defens
es, and share profound matters and 
innermost thoughts - good and bad -
without fear. The highest level of friend
ship is of a lofty character- both friends 
yearn and aspire for true good, and each 
helps the other in that quest. That last 
level is the type of friend that Yehoshua 
ben Perachia urges us to acquire. 

It seems that the courtship process 
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should parallel the Rambam's ladder of 
friendship. The initial stages of 
courtship are much like "sounding 
out" a potential business partner: You 
go out to lunch and make small talk. 
Thus, the initial stage consists of such 
small talk between the prospective 
mates: Comings and goings, education, 
experiences, even" vertlach" and matters 
of general hashkafa. Little nuances -
politeness, consideration, refined 
expression, sense of humor, etc. - are 
clues as to the potential partner's suit
ability. 

The next stage consists of the high
er sub-level of the Rambam's Level Two. 
The two individuals courting each 
other need to make a conscious effort 
to bring out and discuss intimate - even 
painful - emotional and experiential 
developments in themselves and in 
their counterparts. They each must 
take risks, yet simultaneously attempt to 
make the other feel safe and secure. 
Together they should share their exhil
arating sensations of success and their 
demoralizing feelings of failures, their 
strengths and their weaknesses. 

The final stage should flow natural
ly from the first and second stages. If a 
couple shares a general hashkafa, then 
proceeds to feel open - yet secure -
bonds, they should begin to sense that 
elusive "chemistry" that is the basis of 
Level Three. The merger of souls that 

grows throughout marriage has been 
well grounded. Rather than facing each 
other (figuratively), a couple should have 
a sense of common, united, directed 
advancen1ent towards their co1nple
mentary goals in Avodas Hashem and 
Kiddush Shem Sharnayim. Whether real
ization of that high level relationship can 
precede or only follow marriage is an 
important question that does not lend 
itself to a ready or uniform answer (but 
may be a good topic for the prospective 
couple to discuss!). The general direc
tion, however, is clearly along the Ran1-
bam's road. 

There is a considerable amount of 
Torah she'b'al peh that can and should 
be added to this brief outline. For 
example: Generally, sustained "eye 
contact" leads to greater bonding. On 
the other hand, there are obvious 
tzeni'us issues that surround such 
intensity. There are doubts, real or 
imaginary issues of compatibility, 
expectations and dreams. While the 
prospective couple must deal with 
these "stumbling blocks," a march/ 
moras derech ( rebbi, rebbitzen or other 
experienced mentor) is imperative. 

1'his much seems clear: Parents can
not forge such bonds in lieu of their chil
dren. Expecting such work to occur in 
either side's living roo1n may also be 
unfair; perhaps a neutral, public yet pri
vate, location is better suited for this 
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avoda kasha she'ba'Mikdash. 
In short: The courtship process may 

be flawed, but not because of a lack of 
parental involvement nor because of 
some excessive time frame. We have not 
educated potential chassanim and kal
los to apply the process of "Acquire a 
friend for yourself" to the goal of cre
ating rei'im ahuvim- beloved partners 
in marriage. We need to counsel our 
young men and women about how their 
courtship - however short or long it 
takes - may comprise a solid foundation 
for the Bayis Ne' eman b'Yisroel. 

YOSEF G. SCHOCHET 

Ramapo, NY 

STEPPING DOWN TO THE CHUPA 

To the Editor: 
Thank you for your special presen

tation," Bayis Ne'eman BeYisroel." This 
issue encompassed almost the full range 
of concerns for shadchanim who spe
cialize in zivug sheni and older singles. 

With The Jewish Observer's usual high 
standard, these articles revealed, pene
trated and offered pragmatic solutions 
to those painful issues we must face 
today, devoid even of experience from 
previous generations to guide us. 

Some clients find it hard to follow the 
advice of the Gemora, :i~tm N:!Tr mm 
~nn>~ "Step down a level and marry a 
woman." 

After wa1tmg years of seeking a 
zivug, who wants to feel as if he's mar
rying a remnant from an end-of-season 
clearance sale? The chasdei Hashem in 
this is that, in the end, the new self which 
emerges from stepping down doesn't feel 
this way at all. 

By stepping down, the person divests 
himself of one of his internal layers of 
ga'ava (arrogance), which we all have, 
and is now zocheh to the bashert origi
nally intended for him. While she may 
be less chashuv (worthy) in those qual
ities he previously admired and sought, 
now he can see (through his "new" eyes) 
that she's very chashuv and befitting for 
him in many areas he had not previously 
even reckoned. 

Through this Gemora (and other eit
zos!counsel), may the recent trend of 
marriages of the "holdouts;' those who 
have been seeking for tens of years, con
tinue and may the simcha generated 
relieve a bit of the loneliness of the 
Shechina in this long, dark psychologi
cal galus. 

CHAYA SHENNG 

Jerusalem 

RABBI WACHSMAN RESPONDS: 

Before addressing the specific issues 
brought up by the letter-writers, I 
would like to clarify a few points. The 
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article "The Path to Happily Ever After" 
has generated a torrent of response, 
much of it positive. People have 
expressed their frustration and disen
chantment with the shidduchim process 
as we know it. Many were grateful that 
the issue was being opened up for dis
cussion. 

The purpose of the article was not to 
express my own opinions on the sub
ject. They are irrelevant. My intent was 
only to determine, to the best of my abil
ity, the position of Gedolei Torah on the 
matter. Continued discussion ought to 
be more of the same. What did our 
gedolim hold, and are we following their 
daas Torah, or not? The letters that I am 
attempting to respond to all take issue 
with the part of the article that dealt with 
the dating process as it is commonly 
practiced today. 

To quickly review, the position advo
cated in the article was built around two 
quotes. One was a letter written by Rabbi 
Elchonon Wasserman 7";,n. quoting his 
Rebbe, the Chafetz Chaim 'nn: 
" ... Meetings should not commence 
before all the research and investigation 
has been completed by both sides and 
all the details and negotiations have been 
agreed upon by both sides. After they 
have come to full agreement on all the 
issues, only then should they meet, and 
not before ... :' The other quote was 
taken from a sharply worded, deeply 
emotional letter written by HaRav 
Shach 7""1t addressed to bnei yeshiva, 
decrying the current custom in shid
duchim as "p'sula v'asura" (invalid and 
forbidden). I asked why we were clear
ly straying from their directives, and I 
questioned the wisdom of not heeding 
daas Torah on such a fundamental 
issue. 

The letters printed in this issue of JO 
raised some objections. I will attempt to 
respond point by point. 

Not a Matter of Geography 

Ben Zion Ungar objects to quoting 
only "gedolim of Eretz Yisroel and 
Europe" regarding a matter pertaining 
to an American audience. Firstly, gedolei 
olam (world-renowned Torah giants) 
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like the Chafetz Chaim or Rabbi Shach 
must be listened to regardless of where 
they live. More importantly, the gedolim 
themselves chose to address the Amer
ican audience. Rabbi Shach begins his 
letter saying, "I feel compelled to raise 
an outcry for the sake of Hashem and 
His Torah, and I turn to all bnei yeshi
va in any place they may be found:' The 
letter from the Chofetz Chaim 7""'11 was 
circulated in this country by no less a 
personage than the revered Manchester 
Rosh Yeshiva, Rabbi Yehuda Segal '>"Yr. 
The Rosh Yeshiva would often publicly 
and tearfully protest against what he 
called the American system of shid
duchim. Surely these gedolim were aware 
that "America is different," yet they still 
conveyed their opinions to us with great 
force and clarity. Obviously they felt that 
their daas Torah was not limited by a 
geographic or cultural divide. What 
could possibly be objectionable about 
publicizing what our Torah giants had 
to say to us? Shouldn't we want to know? 

This brings us to a deeper) far more 
transcendent issue. That of emunas 
chachamim -trust in Torah sages. What 
do we do when the words of gedolei olam 
appear to go against our deep-seated 
convictions and perceptions of sense? Do 
we scurry about to find more agreeable 
gedolim, while dismissing others as 
being out of touch (challila)? Or do we 
say, "I may think one way, but those who 
understand the ratzon Hashem - G-d's 
will - think otherwise"? 

As for the opinions of the gedolim 
who lived in this country, there is little 
written on the subject. While many 
Roshei Yeshiva guided their talmidim 
through the shidduch process as we 
know it, they were obviously dealing 
with facts already on the ground, as 
Rabbi Halberstadt correctly pointed 
out. There is nothing to indicate that 
they were happy about the situation. I 
was told by a ta/mid of Rabbi Moshe 
Feinstein '>""Yt that Reb Moshe had told 
him that if he had the power, he would 
change the system, but it's so ingrained 
in society that it would be too difficult 
to accomplish. Rabbi Matisyahu 
Salomon N""\,,'ro, the Mashgiach of Bais 
Medrash Govoha, Lakewood, told me 
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that Rabbi Avrohom Pam '>""011 told him 
the same thing. Certainly one could 
argue that if these gedolim despaired of 
changing the process, we might as well 
leave it alone, too. But to argue that the 
system is correct, sensible, and encour
aged by gedolei Torah on its own merit, 
is an entirely different matter, is contrary 
to the evidence, and would certainly 

• 
Surely these 

gedolim were 
aware that "America 
is different," yet they 
still conveyed their 
opinions to us with 
great force and 
clarity. 

• 
require documentation. Mere specula
tion is not a basis for one to just ignore 
clearly written, signed, and uncontested 
directives of our greatest Torah leaders. 

Moreover, the American scene is 
blessed with a group Roshei Yeshiva who 

maintain close contact with their 
talmidim after they have left their insti
tutions - during their subsequent time 
in Eretz Yisroel, and then when they 
return to America and embark on shid
duchim. Whenever it is realistic, these 
Roshei Yeshiva guide these talmidim 
along the very lines that the article pro
poses: extensive research in advance, a 
limited number of dates of reasonable 
duration, and avoidance of compro
mising places for dating. 

Of interest, incidentally, should be the 
psak of Rabbi Moshe Feintein in Igros 
Moshe, Even Ha' ezer 4:65, where he pro
hibits, l'chat'chila (preferred choice), 
yichud (a couple sitting in isolation) in 
a car«even during the day, and certainly 
at night:' Reb Moshe concludes, "Only 
in a case of shaas hadchak (extenuating 
circumstances) can one rely on the 
lenient opinions." Rabbi Yaakov 
Kamenetzky ., .. ,,., is also known to have 
held that driving in a car at night is only 
permitted with the dome light on. In 
view of these p'sakim, it is difficult to 
imagine Reb Moshe or Reb Yaakov con
doning a system that often involves vio
lation of their halachic rulings. Appar
ently, the system is following the 
opinions of other authorities - the 
gedolim of Eretz Yisroel - (see Shevet 
HaLevy 5:202 and Rabbi Shlomo Zal
man Auerbach, quoted in sefer Dvar 
Halacha on Hilchos Yichud) who ruled 
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that there is no prohibition of yichud in 
a car on an open road. 

Rabbi Halberstadt criticizes what he 
calls my misuse of Rabbi Meir Shapiro's 
parable, and claims that I compared 
wonderful, true zivugghn to fictitious 
mezuzos. 1 This is clearly not what I said 
or meant. There is no 1nention in the 
article about the truth or fiction of any· 
one's zivug. The only point I was mak
ing was that the systett1 that we so tena
ciously adhere to has no inherent 
holiness or traditional meaning to it. It 
is purely cultural, and nobody should 
feel obligated to follow it. Questioning 
its sense or efficiency does not amount 
to an attack on a religious institution. 

Dating ... Leading Toward What? 

Rabbi Halberstadt and Rabbi Scho
chet both contend that the diverse 
nature of our society and culture 
demand a 1nore lengthy and extensive 
type of courtship that cannot be done 
the way our Zaides did it. Rabbi Hal
berstadt concludes, "Therefore more 
time is required 'until each one recog
nizes to a degree what the other person 
is like and what their hashkafas hachaim 
is' (quoted from Rabbi Shach ?""7)." 
Rabbi Halberstadt fails, though, to 
quote the very next line in that san1e let
ter of Rabbi Shach, which continues: 
"Know, my brothers, this custom [of 
excessive dating] is invalid and forbid
den. More than three or four meetings 
is not necessary. Also the duration of the 
meetings should not be longer than two 
or three hours each." 

The point is that while all the talk of 
relationship development, sharing, 
bonding, merger of souls, et al may 
sound very sensible, daas Torah does not 
subscribe to it. The author of Avi Ezri 
(Rabbi Shach) states unequivocally: By 
the third or fourth meeting, you'll know 
all you need to know. (See also Kuntrus 
V'alehu Lo Yibol which quotes Rabbi 

1 The parable involved a "niezuza" 1nadc from 
fragments of a Megillas Esther scroll, with 
"Vayezasa" written on the parch1nent, which is 
presumed to be kosher by virtue of another 
niezuza with" Parshandaso" on it. Similarly, the 
current dating systen1 is presumed valid based 
on an old, worthless precedent . 
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Shlomo Zalman Auerbach to the same 
effect.) I understand that other gedalim 
may have held that more meetings are 
necessary. That is why I made no 1nen
tion of numbers in the original article. 
As Rabbi Schochet points out, howev
er, numbers are not the issue per sc. The 
point is the attitude and hashkafa. If 
Rabbi Shach and Reb Shlomo Zalman 
held that three or four times is enough, 
that means that dating is not about 
bonding or merging of souls. That's 
what marriage is about. 

It is precisely on this point that the 
difference in hashkaja is so compelling. 
I will illustrate this with a question. Sup
pose someone feels that he needs fifteen 
n1eetings to make a decision. Fine. Why 
do these meetings have to be spread out 
over a period of fifteen weeks? Why not 
in two or three weeks? The answer is, 
obviously, because one cannot develop 
a relationship within so short a time 
span. And herein lies the core of this dis
cussion. Why do we meet before getting 
married? Our gedolirn tell us that we 
1neet in order to ensure that we know 
whom we are marrying. 'I"he tn~etings 
are essentially an exercise in inforrna
tion gathering, necessary to verify the 
extensive research done beforehand, and 
to determine nesi'us chein ( compati
bility for marriage). 

The "fifteen-week system," though, 
has a different objective. In that system, 
they meet in order to develop a rela
tionship to the point where the couple 
feel so close that they are ready to grad
uate to marriage. That, I believe, is an 
alien idea that has surreptitiously 
worked its way into our psyche, along 
with the foreign terminology of "dat · 
ing." The results can be tragic. If it takes 
weeks to decide on a "no," it can take 
months upon months to meet just three 
or four people. That can add up to an 
awful lot of precious life slipping by. 
People who have endured this process 
concur: Proper research and selectivi
ty could have condensed these years into 
mere weeks. Considering that many 
people are marrying their twentieth or 
even fiftieth "shidduch," they could be 
gearing themselves for a catastrophic 
delay until they finally reach the chupa. 
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In light of this, we need to address 
Rabbi Schochet's next point. Rabbi 
Schochet mentions "other core issues 
such as love before or after n1arriage." 
It appears that he is suggesting that 
there are different opinions on this 
issue. Are there any 1brah sources that 
advocate love before marriage, or any 
that even indicate that such a phe
non1enon indeed exists on any 1nean
ingful level? I am not aware of any. In 
fact, the words of the Malbim in Par
shas Ki Seitzei are most illun1inating on 
this subject. 

The Malbiln writes" ... concerning 
those who laugh at the ways of our 
fathers whose custom of shidduchim 
was for the parents to investigate the 
family and the character of the girl and 
decide on the match, and have the 
chasscrn meet the kalla only just before 
the wedding .... For the fact is that the 
main love con1es only after marriage. 
In those days, love was planted like a 
tiny seed that would grow and blosson1 
like a flowering tree. Because couples 
knew so little about each other before
hand, they entered the ntarriage with an 
attitude of acceptance to1vard one 
another. Later they would start to notice 
each other's noble qualities and good 
attributes - thereby increasing their 
love ... In those days only a disaster 
would cause a divorce .... But with 
today's neiv custo1ns, the young are 
taught to capture each other's hearts and 
show each other love that is without 
foundation on earth, only sweet talk and 
fantasy - like on an actors' stage. And 
late1; when they realize how they've 
fooled each other, their love cools off bit 
by bit - until it becomes nothing and 
meaningless .... " 

The penetrating wisdom of the Mal
bim should give us pause. 

Are There Any Exceptions? 

Rabbi Halberstadt and Rabbi Scho
chet both ask: What about all the peo
ple for whom such a system is not 
always feasible? Of course, I understand 
that there are many seginents of our 
society that could never adopt such an 
approach. The culture shock would be 

II 

So, yes, there are 
countless good 

reasons for 
exceptions. That is 
still not a reason for 
the rest of us to 
doggedly stick to a 
system disdained by 
Gedolei Yisroel. 

impossible to overcome. I also recog
nize that for some individuals (for 
example, older boys or girls) it would 
not be very practical. There is often a 
geographic factor in An1erica that can 
make prior n1eetings between parents 
and prospective in-law children not fea
sible. Also, as the letter-writers point
ed out, son1e yeshiva and Bais Yaakov 
products come from irreligious fami
lies, or - even when their parents are 
observant - do not fully share values 
and life goals with their parents. They 
are often left to their own resources, 

which can lin1it prior research. 
So, yes, there are countless good rea

sons for exceptions. That is still not a 
reason for the rest of us to doggedly stick 
to a system disdained by Gedolei Yisroel. 
Many of us could seriously contemplate 
a change in practice and attitude. 

Postscript 

Recently I spoke to an exceptional 
yeshiva bachur about his shidduch 
prospects. A shadchan had given him a 
list of thirty"names:' The same list was 
given to his friends. One friend was up 
to number six. Another had already 
"covered" (met with) eight. "Research" 
\Vas a five-to-ten n1inute phone call to 
a teacher or friend who informs him that 
"she is a very nice girl." I told him that 
at this rate, it would take him at least five 
years to get married. "Covering" one 
name could take weeks. Why not invest 
five hours in finding out if someone is 
for you, rather than wasting fifty hours 
to discover that she is not for you? (Con
sider if a bachur knew he had to meet 
three or four times in one week. 1~he 
decision to meet would automatically be 
a n1uch more serious and well
researched one. It is a far greater com
mitment to give up a full week than it 
is to take the weekly Sunday"give-it-a
try" excursion .... ) 

Contrast this with the European 
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scene (which I have had the opportu
nity to observe up close). In Europe, no 
self-respecting baal habayiswould ever 
allow a young man to meet his daugh
ter without his and his wife's meeting 
him first. Most impressive, however, is 
the seriousness of the whole process 
there. After extensive research, the par
ents go to meet the prospective mate. 
The children stay home until the par
ents feel certain that the shidduch 

• Each Daf is read, 
translated, and explained 
slowly and clearly in just 
20 minutes 

• $4 per tape (plus S&H) 
• Subscription rate: $3 per tape 

(plusS&H) 

makes sense. It's ninety percent done 
before they even meet. Exactly the way 
the Chafetz Chaim wrote it should be 
done. 

Why would anyone find that objec
tionable? What would we be giving up? 
Perhaps we are reluctant because sec
ular society has taught us that we are 
entitled to be swept off our feet, etc. 
We feel that we will be missing a 
thrilling part of life's drama of which 
we must not be deprived. The price, 
however, is too heavy to pay. The trag
ic suffering of countless older singles 
who have paid with the best years of 
their lives to facilitate a dysfunction
al and humiliating process is too ago
nizing to contemplate. Only Hashem 
knows how many oceans of Yiddishe 
tears have been shed by heartbroken 
parents and children. The current 
epidemic proportions of this problem 
are a direct result of the dating system. 
In circles where the classic approach is 
employed, the problem of older singles 

is marginal, almost non-existent. 
The upshot of it all is that our chil

dren are being victimized and horri
bly misled. Eagerly and innocently, they 
do everything they think they're sup
posed to be doing, trusting us that the 
system is controlled and sanctioned by 
Gedolei Torah. Obediently, they sit in 
trendy lounges and garish hotel lobbies 
(compromising their own deep-felt 
tzenius sensibilities); naively believing 
that this is the way of Torah and 
talmidei chachamim. They nebach do 
not yet know that the system is gross
ly inefficient and will fail countless 
numbers of them, as it has already 
failed thousands before them, who are 
still anxiously waiting for the yeshua 
to come. 

It's time to follow the advice of gedolei 
Torah. "Derocheha darkei noam v'chol 
nesivoseha shalom: Its ways are ways of 
pleasantness and all its paths are peace" 
(Mishlei 3, 17). 

(RABBI) EPHRAIM WACHSMAN 
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THE CONTEMPORARY MARRIAGE SCENE Zelda Cutler 

The Ruchnius Approach 
TO FINDING ONE'S ZIVUG 

NO ONE BELIEVED ME 

((oh, no! Not another article 
from a married person giv
ing advice to singles on 

how to find a zivug (soul mate)!" 
That's probably what the single 

reader is thinking. Or: "Just because she 
got married doesn't mean it'll help me!" 
To avoid these responses, I almost did
n't write this story. But since I was a 
perennial single who was involved in 
shidduchim for nearly 20 years, my lms
band convinced me that other singles 
might gain from my experience. 

And so I write about the derech 
I took, a path that I feel catapult
ed me into Hashem's heart to find 
a husband - and child. By chang
ing my attitude and behavior, I 
believe I changed my mazal (fate). 
Though the specifics of my journey 
may not be relevant to everyone, the 
concepts can be applied to anyone 
looking for a shidduch (mate). There 
are thousands of older (over 25 years 
of age) Jewish Orthodox singles. 
Rabbi Zvi Schachtel, director of Part
ners in Shidduchim, has a mailing list 
of nearly 5,000 Orthodox Jewish 
Singles, and that's just the tip of the 
iceberg. 

No previous generation has ever 
claimed such numbers! If even one sin
gle person (divorced, widowed, or not
yet-married) can glean insight from my 
experience, this will be worth the effort. 

It's no exaggeration when I said I 
looked for a shidduch for 20 years. As 
an older single, I met many shad
chanim (matchmakers) who were 
sympathetic and helpful. Others were 

~----·· ... ··-·--·---·"· --~~--~-~ 
Zelda Cutler is a writer and photographer who 
lives with her husband and daughter in Spring 
Valley, NY. A previous contribution to The Jew
ish Observer was "The Ultimate Salesman: Meir 
Schuster" (Feb '00). 
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less so. I heard remarks such as 
"You're too fussy," "You don't want to 
get married," "You have to compro-
1nise," "Take anybody!" and "You're still 
not married? You must be emotionally 
unstable!" 

I often wondered what was harder 
- looking for a shiddduch or dealing 
with certain shadchanim. A frequent
ly asked question - which appeared to 
be more like an accusation - was, "Why 
aren)t you married?" I tried to explain 

that being 
single 

was a 

matter of circumstance, not choice. I 
hadn't met the right one, I explained. 
No one believed me. 

In the two-year period prior to my 
marriage in 1994, I traveled to 24 cities, 
two countries (Canada and Israel}, met 
160 families and spoke to 210 shad
chanim- my little black book bears wit· 
ness. I was the Queen of Hishtadlus 
(effort). Or so I thought. 

While vacationing in Israel during 
Sukkos '93, I discovered that I had my 
priorities all wrong. My education 
came about after I spoke to Sarah 
Mushka Honig, a Jerusalem resident. I 
had been given her name by an Amer
ican rabbi who said she would give me 
"chizuk (courage):' "Chizuk?" I had 
asked, "I don't need chizuk- I need the 
names of shadchanim!" But the rav 

didn't know any matchmakers in Israel 
and neither did I, so I looked up Mrs. 
Honig. I was glad I did. 

THE RUCHNIUS EMPHASIS 

( ( Do you know any shadchan
im?" I had asked Mrs. 
Honig shortly after we met. 

"I can give you names," she said, "but 
don't ignore the ruchnius (spiritual) 
aspect of looking for your basherte 
(intended one). That's even more 
important." 

Her words, said slowly while we 
sipped peppermint tea that afternoon, 
were to change the entire direction of my 
life: 

Notwithstanding the importance 
of shadchanim, I realized I had 
put my faith in people instead 
of in Hashem. It's the ruchnius 
that provides the foundation 
for everything. In spiritual 
matters, there are no mid
dlemen - there's a direct line 

to Hashem. 
My ruchnius journey began with that 

vacation to Israel nine years ago. And 
though some of my wanderings 
involved davening at the kevarim 
(gravesites) of tzaddikim (righteous 
sages) and at the Kosel Hamaaravi 
(Western Wall), one doesn't have to go 
to Bretz Yisroel - one can talk to Hashem 
from anywhere. 

Looking back after eight years of 
marriage, it appears my ruchnius quest 
for a shidduch had basically three ele
ments - teshuva (repentance), tefilla 
(prayer), and tzeddaka (charity). This 
makes sense, since on Rosh Hashana and 
Yam Kippur, we say, 11Repentance, prayer, 
and charity remove the evil decree:' I feel 
each of these aspects is essential, though 
I've slightly changed the order here for 
purpose of chronology. 
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I. TESHUVA (REPENTANCE) 

"The magnitude of one$ repentance 
will be commensurate with the mag
nitude of his heart-searching." 

- SHAAREI ThsHUVA (GATES OF 

REPENTANCE). RABBEINU YoNA {THIRD 

GATE: I) 

I
t's easy to blame others for not find
ing a shidduch, but in all honesty, I 
figured the main reason I wasn't 

married was that I had to improve as a 
person. If I could somehow raise my level 
of spirituality, this might make me a keli 
(vessel) to receive my basherte. 

I tried to do this by various means -
going to Torah classes, reading mussar 
sefarim (ethics books) for self-improve
ment, keeping a cheshbon hanefesh 
(daily accounting of my behavior), and 
doing chessed (good deeds). 

TORAH CLASSES 

S
tep one of my self-improvement 
plan was to learn Torah. Living 
in Borough Park at the time, I 

attended evening classes at Bais 
Yaakov Seminary. The concepts were 
food for my neshama (soul). If I get 
married, I thought, Torah classes will 
help me become a better person; and 
if I don't get married, Torah classes will 
help me become a better person. 
Either way, I win. 

CHESHBON HANEFESH 
(DAILY ACCOUNTING) 

" ... All who are engaged in repen
tance {should] keep a written record of 
those areas in which they have gone 
astray and of those mitzvos in the ful
fillment of which they have fallen 
short, and to review these memoranda 
daily." 

- SHAAREI TEsHlNA (THE GATES OF 

REPENTANCE), RABBEINU Y ONA (FIRST 

GATE. VIII) 

I
n the month of Elul I began read
ing the classic mussar sefer Shaarei 
Teshuva (The Gates of Repentance), 

by Rabbeinu Yona. I realized these con
cepts were not just preparation for Rosh 
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Hashana and Yorn Kippur, but for 
every day of our lives. Rabbeinu Yona 
implores us to keep a written record of 
our deeds and review our behavior 
daily. I began doing both immediate
ly. On my way to work, I would sit on 
the subway, abbreviating and color
coding various character traits into the 
miniscule squares on my pocket cal
endar - negative traits in red, positive 
ones in blue. 

Not only was my cheshbon hanefesh 
a spur to self-improvement, it was a fac
tor in my shidduch as well. Later, my hus
band told me that when he heard from 
our shadchan that I was keeping a chesh
bon hanefesh, that was what prompted 
him to meet me. 

REALIZING THE VALUE 
OF EACH PERSON I DATED 

H
ow else did I change? As the 
years went by, the phone calls 
decreased. One shadchan told 

me, "Older men want younger girls." 
When I did go out, I dreaded each meet
ing. If nothing materialized, it was 
almost traumatic- the build-up for the 
let-down. It would take weeks, if not 
months, to get out of the slump and 
emotionally prepare myself to start the 
process all over again. I began to think 
I would never get married. 

It was only after I had developed a 
strong foundation of emuna and had 
changed my attitude that I started to 
project more positive vibes. It's positive 
vibes, after all, that make us attractive 
to people. At the same time, I began to 
look harder for positive qualities in oth
ers. I saw the tzellem Elokim (Hashem's 
image) in each person, and appreciat
ed what each had to offer. Gradually, I 
no longer dreaded going out on dates. 

FEELING THE JOY 
OF ANOTHER SINGLE'S SIMCHA 

"Dancing at a wedding sweetens the 
force of the harsh judgements in the 
world" 

- LIKUTEY MOHARAN 

H
ow do we 1neasure spiritual 
growth? I measured mine by my 
reaction when a friend became 

engaged. On hearing about another sin
gle's simcha, I was happy for my friend, 
but my honest reaction was, "Why not 
me?" As I progressed in my develop
ment, I stopped asking the question. My 
friend's chassan (groom) was meant for 
her; my zivug ( G-d willing) would be 
meant for me. I began to feel the kalla's 
(bride's) joy. In fact, I remember danc
ing at one friend's wedding with such 
unabashed delight that it was almost as 
though it were my own simcha. 

CHESSED: HACHNASAS ORCHIM 

M
y rav, Rabbi Noach Orlowek, 
mashgiach ruchani (spiritual 
advisor) of Yeshiva Torah Ore 

in Jerusalem, had always stressed the 
importance of working for the klal 
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(community). My life revolved too 
much around my own needs. Walking 
in the street one day, I looked upwards 
and silently asked Hashem to help me 
get involved with the klal. Within days, 
I was asked by an organization if I'd vol
unteer to do hachnasas orchim (hospi
tality) for Pesach. I accepted. Realizing 
later that the need went far beyond 
Pesach, I continued placing people -
mostly singles - all year round, for meals 
and sleeping accommodations for Shab
bos and Yorn Tov. This project contin
ued for ten years, until I got married and 
moved out of the community. (Now, 
baruch Hashem, our family has the 
zechus (merit) to host many guests.) 

There is no doubt in my mind that 
chessed contributed to my growth; 
instead of focusing on myself, I was busy 
helping others. I think I gained more 
than the people I accommodated. Some 
of the hosts, sensitive to my being sin
gle, invited me to join them for meals. 
I went, and some of these women are 
now my closest friends. 

II. TZEDDAKA (CHARITY) 

"Charity is the remedy for all 
wounds.'' 

- UKUTEY MOHARAN II 

GIVING TO ALL WHO ASK 

O
ne evening I walked with a 
friend through Me' a She' arim. 
She davened to have a first 

child, after many years of marriage. I 
davened for a husband, after many years 
of waiting. As we walked, I noticed that 
she gave money to each and every per
son who approached us - and there were 
many. In fact, she went out of her way 
to give. "You're generous," I said. 

"Giving tzeddaka is a segula (mysti
cal remedy);' she explained. "Rav Chaim 
Pinchas Scheinberg said I should give 
to everyone who asks me." 

I wondered if giving tzeddaka might 
also be a segula for finding a mate, and 
when we approached a telephone on the 
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next block, I called Rabbi Scheinberg. 
His answer: give to everyone who asks, 
without fail. Suddenly I felt a large 
weight drop from me. I didn't have to 
analyze whether anyone deserved it - I 
had to give without reservations. Maybe 
this would mean that Hashem would 
give to me, whether or not I deserved it! 
My friend and I continued our walk, 
nearly chasing after anyone who 
remotely appeared to be asking. 

The Kosel was my next stop. I went 
with a bag full of change. A recent kalla 
had told me she had davened at the Wall 
and had given substantial tzeddaka to a 
woman beggar. The woman then gave 
her beracha after beracha. I usually felt 
annoyed when interrupted during dav
ening. just then a woman approached 
me during Ashrei. This time, I was more 
generous in my thoughts as well as my 
purse. She broke into a grin and show
ered me with berachos. Her smile 
warmed me. Charity creates a bond, I 
thought. 

III. TEFILLA (PRAYER) 

BERACHOSFROM TZADDIKIM 

"Each Jew must bind his prayers to 
the tzaddik of the age, because they 
know how to raise every single prayer 
to its proper place, and out of all the 
prayers they build the structure of the 
Shechina, which brings the coming of 
Moshiach closer." 

- LIKUTEY MoHARAN II 

R
ealizing the importance of 
receiving berachos from tzad
dikim, I visited many. Rabbi Levi 

Yitzchok Horowitz (the Bostoner 
Rebbe), for example, gave me a passuk 
(verse) from the Torah that started 
with Zayin and ended with Aleph, as 
did my name, Zelda. Saying a passuk 
related to one's name during Shemoneh 
Esrei is supposed to be a segula for 
good mazal. 

In a meeting with Rabbi Avraham 
Pam 7":.t, I said that I heard that a per
son's mazal lies in one's name. Did he 
feel I should use my Hebrew/Yiddish 
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name instead of the secular one I had 
been using? I added that I had never 
liked my Hebrew name, Zelda. 

"Zelda!" he cried. "That's a beautiful 
name!" He said it with such feeling that 
the name took on new significance. 
From then on, I was Zelda. Whereas 
Carol could not find her zivug, Zelda just 
might. 

DAVENING IN SHUL 

"Intense prayer can help a person 
find his marriage partner." 

- UKf.II'EY MoHARAN I, 9. 

E
very Rosh Hashana and Yorn Kip
pur, I davened at Agudath Israel of 
J 61h Avenue in Borough Park. 

When Reb Daniel Goldstein ?"t offered 
his emotional "Unesaneh Tokef' plea to 
Hashem, during that Mussaf of Rosh 
Hashana in 1993, I felt inspired to daven 
with tenacious concentration. I had a 
strong feeling that the prayers of the 
entire congregation, together with Reb 
Daniel's, would be heard and answered 
by Shamayim. 

There were five older single women 
davening in shul that Yorn Tov. Could it 
be mere coincidence that each one of us 
became a kalla within a yearl The power 
of tefilla! 

Our sages stress that tefilla can 
change the mazal of a person. "There's 
an incredible force of tefilla that can 
zoom the shidduch through the window 
even if you don't see a single shadchan;' 
Mrs. Honig had said. "Even a single per
son who feels that decades have passed 
by, and the mazal seems for one to 
remain forever alone, should that per
son intensify his or her efforts in tefilla, 
and then boost these efforts with bera
chos from tzaddikim, then even that sin
gle person can burst out of the previ
ous mazal." 

Her sentiments, backed by Torah 
sources, gave me chizuk. 

DAVENING FOR ONESELF -
HISBODEDUS (PERSONAL PRAYER 

WHENAWNE) 

"Hashem is close to the broken-
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• 
\\Do you know 

any 
shadchanim?" I had 
asked Mrs. Honig 
shortly after we met. 
"I can give you 
names," she said, 
"but don't ignore the 
ruchnius (spiritual) 
aspect of looking for 
your basherte 
(intended one). 
That's even more 
important." 

• 
hearted; and those crushed in spirit, He 
saves." 

- 1EHIILIM 34, 19 

T
here were long periods when I 
hardly went out at all. I was 
beginning to feel the strain. I met 

one day with Rabbi Nachman Bulman, 
a respected sage in Jerusalem. "I know 
everything that happens is for the 
good," I told him, "but sometimes I feel 
Hashem has forgotten me - or is pun
ishing me. What should I do?" 

Rabbi Bulman said, "Daven. Ask 
Hashem for what you want. Hashem can 
do anything. If He wills it, you can walk 
through this wall!" I realized his answer 
was emes (truth) and that I had to put 
more kavana (concentration) into my 
davening. It gave me hope. And hope was 
what I needed. 

I remembered hearing that the good 
we get isn)t because of our merits, but 
because of Hashem's will. In davening, 
I began adding a phrase recommended 
by our sages: "I don't ask for anything 

because of my righteousness, but 
because of Your chessed and Your 
rachamim." Rabbi Yitzchak Kirmer ?"on 
also suggested I do this. 

I began engaging in hisbodedus, per
sonal prayer in solitude. I talked to 
Hashem, pouring out my heart to Him. 
Though I considered myself a relative
ly happy, upbeat person, there were often 
times when I would cry about being sin
gle. I remember one night just lying in 
bed, imploring Hashem to help me. As 
my tears flowed freely, I thought of 
Rabbi Avigdor Miller ?"on who said we 
should cry out to Hashem when we're 
in pain. "It's not that Hashem needs our 
cries;' he had said. "We need Hashem." 

I spoke out loud to G-d. "Am I so ter
rible?" I asked. "Is this why You brought 
me into the world -to be by myself? I'm 
doing Your mitzvos. Do you want me to 
remain single? If so, give me a sign and 
I'll save myself the time, effort and 
money I'm spending to find a shidduch. 
But if You want me to be married, why 
is it taking so long? What must I do? I 
need You to show me the way. Give me 
the da'as to know who my zivug is and 
give him the wisdom to recognize me. 
I don't care if he was never married or 
divorced or a widower - as long as he's 
a good man. And if he has a child, that's 
fine - especially a girl. I'll try to be a 
good mother to her. And as long as I'm 
asking, maybe she can be about eight or 
nine years old - that was my campers' 
age when I was a counselor - it's my 

Digest of Meforshim 

'"1;77 in:J '"1i77 
?"~ 'WV'm 'm'ir.:11:1 l"l"ITolt.J 

Available at 

LEKUTEI 
c/o Yitzchok Rosenberg 

1445 54th Street 
Brooklyn, NY JJ219-4228 

718-851-5298 

20 Volumes on Torah, Perek, Medrash, 
Megilos, Talmud, and Tehilim. 

Proceeds of sales distributed among 
Yeshivos and used for reprinting of 

volumes out-of-print 

PRICE: $8.00 PER VOLUME 

31 



favorite age." 
Shortly afterwards, I met the man 

who was to become my husband. He 
was a widower with a charming daugh
ter. She was nine years old. 

In Chovos haLevavos (Duties of the 
Heart), we're told, "Words that come 
from the heart, enter the heart." I 
believe Hashem had great chessed and 
rachamim for me. 1'hree months later 
I was married. 

CHESSED: MACHSOM I!FI (SHMIRAS 
HALASHON - GUARD YOUR TONGUE) 

W
hether it was chessed or sur
vival guilt, I don't know, but 
shortly after I was married, I 

began working in shidduchim - and 
still do. But somehow I felt that a ruch
nius approach might produce more 
matches. For that reason, I began a 
machsom l'fi (guarding one's speech) 
group, in which each person would 
take on two hours a day of not 
speaking lashon hara (gossip), in the 
zechus that a particular single would 
find a zivug. I started this group l'ilui 
nishmas (in memory of) a friend of 
mine, an older single. Never bitter 
about being alone, my friend Barbara 
(Breindel) n"l' was always delighted to 
hear about someone's wedding or 
engagement. 

In the past three years, our mach
som l'fi group has seen 35 kallas - all 
over the age of 25 and many over 30; 
eight of these women now have bahies. 
I'm convinced the success of our 
project lies in my friend Barbara's 
merit. New groups, including some for 
single men, are springing up from 
coast to coast, all l'ilui nishmas Brein
del bas Preyda, ale'ha hashalom. 

I say this to older singles: miracles 
do happen. They happened to me, bli 
ayin hara, and they can happen to you. 
Maybe it helps to believe they can hap
pen. There are no guarantees to the 
ruchnius approaches of teshuva, tefilla 
and tzeddaka, but aren't they worth 
trying? Perhaps my story will show 
that it's never too late; there's always 
hope. just cry out to Hashem. He can 
do anything. • 

---··--------
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rheDamage 1so 0 n e MIRIAM KRAMER 

Why did you allow those words to escape? 

Why did you not leave them 
locked between clamped hinges, 
trapped behind enamel bars? 

The struggle should have remained there 
in the dark, moist cavern 

of your mouth. 

Words desperate to escape? 
NO! 
Clamp down harder! 

Let those words fling themselves 
in fury 

against their impenetrable enamel barrier, 
until they wear themselves thin -

thinner -
Until they disintegrate. 

But you, weak jailer, 
were not willing to wait for you word's submission 

and dissolution. 

You yielded to their urgency -
and created havoc in my world. 

Your words, 
pointed and caustic, 
pierced the soft flesh of my trust in my friend. 

Like a bayonet tip that I cannot remove, 
Your words keep hurting 

irritating 

I hope one day I will forgive you for your weakness. 

infecting. 

I hope I will be a stronger jailer than you. 

Mrs. Miriam Kramer lives in Far Rockaway, NY. This is her first appearance in the JO. 
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Avrohom Birnbaum 

~9~e Valley o.ft·&cy Bones 
,d," :·f 

""' 
rid Warlf21efitls, 

have occupied a hallowed place in;,,heari since my ear· 
liest childhood. First there were the early recollections of 
the stories which my grandparents shared with me. A bit 
later came the fascinating accounts of life in "der heim" 
that I heard from survivors in the beis midrash where I 
davened as I grew up. When I was older and entered yeshi
va, my Rebbeim would constantly and reverently quote 
divrei Torah and mussar from the rabbinical giants who 

.ee» .. · ... << .... ·. . . ~~lili''C.'t'tif:ers1~f/J.~~ffei 
··Warsaw, Mir, Krakow and Radin were places where ihad 
never set foot, I nevertheless felt an inextricable bond and 
connection with them. 

When an opportunity to visit Poland presented itself, 
I seized it immediately. In the weeks prior to the trip, I 
felt a sense of nervous anticipation and excitement. More 
than once I caught myself dreaming about the cities and 
towns that I would soon visit. 

WARSAW, IN ITS FRIGID WINTER 

A
driver was waiting for our group 
as we e1nerged from the custon1s 
area of Warsaw's airport. Though 

he was obviously assimilated, he 
remained a proud Jew. He welcomed us 
into his 15-year old Mercedes, and sped 
towards our first stop - the town of Ger, 
just a few 1niles out of Warsaw. 

As he drove us through the streets 
of Warsaw - a combination of drab, 
concrete Com1nunist-era buildings, 
flanked by newer, cleaner, tastefully 
decorated post-Co1n1nunist construc
tions - it was extremely difficult for me 
to imagine that this city had once been 
the very heart of Chassidic Poland. I 
stared into the eyes of the blank, emo
tionless, Slavic faces of the Poles walk-

Rabbi Birnbaum, an educator in Lakewood, Nf, 
and a regular columnist for Ha1nodia, is a fre
quent contributor to these pages. 

Title Photo: Cemetery in Ger Poland as it looks today. 
The red brick building is the Ohel that houses the 
Keva rim of the Gerrer Rebbes, the Chiddushei Ha rim 
and the Scfas Emes. 
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ing the streets, streets that had once 
been alive with more than a half mil
lion Jews. The frigid winter cold, and 
even n1ore, an emotional chill, pene
trated my very bones as I tried to imag
ine that once proud pre-War Jewish 
Warsaw. In its heyday, it may have 
resembled contemporary Williams
burg, Boro Park, Bnei Brak or Yerusha
layim, but looking at it now brings no 
such image to mind. 

As we exit Warsaw, driving towards the 
town of Ger) my anticipation mounts. 
((Ger": the very name stirs so many emo
tions. While speeding along the highway, 
I notice a sign with another familiar 
name: Piacezna! Piacezna, the home of 
the renowned Chassidic Rebbe and mas
ter educator Rabbi Klonimus Kalman 
Shapira 7"'1l, the Piacezna Rebbe, author 
of the classic sefer Chovos Hatalmidim, 
which today provides chizuk to yeshiva 
bachurim the world over. Notes con
taining the Chassidic discourses of the 
Piacezna Rebbe, who during the war 
became known as the Rebbe of the War-

saw Ghetto, were miraculously found 
some years after the war near the Ghet
to, where they had been secretly buried. 
Since then, they have been published in 
a sefer entitled Bish Kodesh, "Holy Fire.'' 
In the blink of an eye, our car has passed 
this snow-filled dot on the map where the 
"Bish Kodesh" once burned so fervently. 

APPROACHING GORA KALWARIA- GER 

F
in ally I see it: the sign "Gora 
Kalwaria;' the Polish name for Ger. 
My heart begins to race. As we tra

verse its muddy streets, 1ny mind tran
scends time) recalling the numerous 
conversations I had had with the many 
Holocaust survivors who davened in the 
bais midrash of my youth. These 
survivors came from different regions -
Poland, Galicia and Hungary. Yet they 
had at least one point of similarity: the 
blue/green numbers tattooed on their 
arms, visible each morning in shul as 
they wrapped their tefillin straps around 
their arms .... Reb Pinchas would vivid-
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ly describe the atmosphere in Ger on 
Erev Yorn Kippur. The spirited seudos of 
the day epitomized "Gilu bire'ada -joy 
and awe" - the joy of knowing that 
atonement was close at hand combined 
with the awesome fear of Yorn Kippur. 

Then there was Reb Hershel, who dis
closed the one memory that he feels kept 
him alive through six horror-filled 
years in twelve different concentration 
camps. That was the occasion shortly 
before the war when he came before the 
Gerrer Rebbe, the ImreiEmesJJ"'l, whose 
penetrating eyes seemed to look right 
through him as he commanded: "Du 
zolst bleiben a Yid!" 

My memories turned to Reb Meir, an 
elderly chassid who loved nothing more 
tha.n to sit through a shiur, peppering 
the maggid shiur with questions. He 
once described Sukkos in the Ger of his 
youth: "We bachurim would take our 
gartelach, suspend ourselves from the 
roof above the sukka and thus see the 
Rebbe as he conducted tisch:' Recalling 
Shavuos, the same Reh Meir said, 
"Many tens of thousands would pack the 
entire beis midrash and the adjacent 
courtyard; the spiritually charged 
atmosphere is simply beyond the imag
ination of today's generation." 

I recall Reb Pinchas one Simchas 
Torah describing his encounter with Reb 
Mattis Gelman "Pll, the leader of an 
extremely dedicated group of bachurim, 
baalei madreiga, a spiritual elite, who in 
the ensuing war years, refused to bend 

_..._ 
Send $12 for one copy 

$18 for two copies. 
Free sample if you teach Mishlei. 
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Legions of Gerrer Chassidim at the wedding of the son of the Gerrer Rebbe shlita held in The Gerrer Beis 
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to the Nazis. These bachurim hid in the 
Ghetto and forwent their ration cards, 
their "ticket to life," so they would not 
have to submit to the Nazis, nor dese
crate Shabbos and compromise their 
exalted level of observance. They learned 
and starved rather than submit. They 
danced, singing an exclamation from the 
Shacharis prayers, ''Ashreinu ma tov 
chelkeinu - Fortunate are we, how won
derful is our portion;' even at the very 
doors of the gas chambers. Reb Pinchas 
describes how Reb Mattis took him aside 
one Shabbos in Ger) whispering a vort in 
his ear; a vort that seared his heart and 
bound his soul with Reb Mattis and with 
his supreme level of avodas Hashem - a 
bond so strong that despite all Reb Pin
chas underwent, it remains firm, a 
burning ember that refuses to give him 
respite even now, sixty years later. 

THE SYNAGOGUE ... 
JUST AROUND THE CORNER 

S
haken out of my reverie by the dri
ver's sudden announcement that 
the synagogue is just around the 

corner, I straighten up in my seat, cran
ing my neck in agitated excitement. As 
the car pulls into the courtyard, we face 
an unimpressive stone building with a 
Magen David above the door. "This is 
synagogue," he says. 

Awaiting our arrival is the last Jew in 

Ger, Velvel Karpman. Apparently, Jew
ish tourists have become his main 
source oflivelihood. He knocks on the 
door of the apartment building adjacent 
to the Beis Midrash. "I have to get the 
key from the gentile woman who lives 
here. Please give her a few dollars. She 
ensures that her fellow Poles do not van
dalize the shul." We quietly pay her. She 
inserts the key into the old iron lock and 
it opens with a groan. 

The feelings that overcome us as we 
entered this room, the once thriving, 
pulsating Beis Midrash, were difficult to 
sort out. In our minds, the building, 
which had been the crowning glory of 
pre-War Gerrer Chassidus, had taken on 
enormous proportions. In actual fact, it 
is not really very large - indeed, barely 
twice the size of the shul where I daven. 
This once proud edifice, the center of so 
much learning at the highest level, was 
now completely barren. Yes, once it had 
certainly been larger than life - the 
heartbeat of Polish Jewry. Almost every 
major development in the Jewish world 
of Eastern Europe was affected by what 
went on within its walls, and the words 
of the Rebbe who davened there. Today, 
it is smaller than life: a forlorn building, 
that since the destruction of Polish Jewry 
until recently served as a furniture 
warehouse. Now it is barren, except for 
several benches and tables, and a 
makeshift bookcase containing a few 
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Siddurim, Tehillim and sefarim recent
ly imported from Bretz Yisroel. 

The walls are white and the lighting 
extremely dingy. A black outline on the 
front wall serves as evidence of where 
the Aron Kodesh once stood. All quiet 
and depressing. Could it be that in this 
forlorn place, generations of Jews were 
formed into the unique character that 
was Ger? Could it be that in this drab 
building Rabbi Moshe Betzalel Alter T'r.1. 

the Rebbe's legendary brother, uttered 
the beracha of "Lishmo'a kol shofar" with 
such fear, that his entire body trembled 
with the awe of the moment? That 
beracha, they would say, imparted to 
those who heard it enough yiras 
Shamayim to last the entire year. Could 
it be that from here emanated the source 
of strength for all of Reb Mattis's 
bachurim as they hung from those bare 
beams just to glimpse the Rebbe- and 
later, tragically, as they hung from the 
gallows in Treblinka? Could it be that the 
adjacent apartment, where the Rebbe 
had lived and where his balcony can still 
be seen, is now home to Polish gentiles, 
people who teamed up with Hitler to kill 
our nation and profane that holy place? 
Could it be? 

CONCENTRATION, SO ELUSIVE 

I
t is Mincha time. I begin Shemoneh 
Esrei, struggling to concentrate in 
this place where the holy Imrei 

Enies, l""'T davened, in this town where 
the Sefas Emes and Chiddushei Harim 
had lived, and from where eventually 
tens of thousands of Jews were sent to 
be murdered in the gas chambers and 
burnt in the crematoria. 

Despite my best efforts, I could not 
muster the concentration necessary. As 
I took three steps back, it suddenly 
became clear to me. I was seeking the 
holiness of Ger amid deafening silence, 
amid absence of life, absence of holiness, 
that holiness I had heard about for so 
many years. But I was in the wrong 
place. If I was seeking the holiness of 
Ger, this was not the place to find it. The 
hemshech (continuity) of the Imrei 
Emes, the hemshech of Rav Moshe Bet
zalel and ofReb Mattis's bachurim is still 
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Right: Outside of 
same building. 

very much alive. But not in this accursed 
land that had so cruelly and sadistical
ly spat us out. The holiness of Ger can 
still be found, but it is now in Yerusha
layim! And yes, in Bnei Brak, in Ashdod, 
and in Brooklyn. When one davens even 
a weekday Mincha, in the main Gerrer 
Beis Midrash in Geula, the extraordinary 
kavana that is so elusive in the cold, drab 
Beis Midrash in Ger, Poland, is easily 
attainable. In the courtyard of the beis 
midrash in Yerushalayim, one can still 
see elder Chassidim imparting words of 
chizuk to the younger ones, words that 
will remain with them for the rest of 
their lives. 

The same, of course, applies to all of 
the many and familiar names of the 
European centers of Jewish life. If you 
want to see the original Mir in Poland, 
you will find only a primitive post office. 
The real Mir is alive and thriving in 
Yerushalayim and in Brooklyn .... Slo
bodka, just outside Kovna in Lithuania, 
now provides only a picture of drab, 
Communist ineptitude. Slobodka in 
Bnei Brak is home to the wonderful lega
cy of the first Slobodka .... And Satmar? 
It is no more than a rural, backwater in 
Romania. The real Satmar thrives and 

Left: Inside of building that 
was the Beis Hamederash of 
the Gerrer Rebbc in Poland, 
as it looks today. 

lives on in Williamsburg and Monroe. 
We are witnessing the fulfillment in 

Yechezkeil's prophecy ( Yechezkeil 37, 3-
5): "Can these dry bones come to life? 
Hashem said to these bones, 'Behold I 
will bring a spirit to you and you will 
come to life."' 

But not in Poland. There, the past, the 
wood and stones, remain behind as sou
venirs ... at best, perhaps, serving as a 
nostalgic remembrance. But the dry 
bones have been revived and are ascend
ing, in lands distant from their point of 
origin, but close - very close - to their 
spiritual source. • 
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'av with a rebuilt Bais 
But. .. if chas v'sholom, 

Moshiach has not yet come, then let's 
make sure to mourn the churban 
K'hilchoso. In order not to be m 'siach 
daas, spend the day listening to tapes. 

SERIES 95 - Kill!OS 

YEAR SPEAKER 
5737 ...................... Rabbi A. C. Feuer 
5738 ...................... Rabbi A. C. Feuer 
5739 ............................ Rabbi Zev Leff 
5740 ............................ Rabbi Zev Leff 
5741 ............................ Rabbi Zev Leff 
5742 ............................ Rabbi Zev Leff 
5743 .................. Rabbi A Levitansky 
5744 .................. Rabbi A. Levitansky 
5 7 45 .................. Rabbi A. Levitan sky 
5746 .................. Rabbi A. Levitansky 
5747 .................. Rabbi A. Levitansky 
5748 .................. Rabbi A Levitansky 
5749 .................. Rabbi A. Levitansky 
5750 .................. Rabbi A. Levitansky 
5751 .................. Rabbi A. Levitansky 
5752 .................. Rabbi A Levitansky 
5753 .................. Rabbi A. Levitansky 
5 754 .................. Rabbi A. Levitan sky 
5755 .................. Rabbi A. Levitansky 
5756 .................. Rabbi A. Levitansky 
5751 .................... Rabbi Yisroel Brog 
5752 .................... Rabbi Yisroel Brog 
5753 .................... Rabbi Yisroel Brog 
5754 .................... Rabbi Yisroel Brog 
5755 .................... Rabbi Yisroel Brog 
5 756 .................... Rabbi Yisroel Brog 
5757 .................... Rabbi Yisroel Brog 
5758 .................... Rabbi Yisroel Brog 
5757 .................... Rabbi D. Neustadt 
5759 .................... Rabbi D. Neustadt 

COST: $18.00 per year/speaker set, 
regardless of number of tapes. 
Some sets are 2, 3, or 4 tapes. 
To order tapes, please send check to 
T.C.N. P.O. Box .504, Wickliffe, 
Ohio 44092. Tel. ( 440) 58.5-0.505. 

Derech 
Chaim 

I have been tryiny to hold him back 

from yoiny to study in 
Eretz %roel now. 

I have been tryiny to keep him here, 
lb safe as I po11ibltj could. 

"'Jou can yo some other time, 

6-d williny, 

When thinys calm down there," 

I would tell him, 
But he wasn't satisfied 

with that respome from me. 

Isn't that what a mother's role is? 

At niyht, I have lain awake, in tean, 
By day, I would seek advice, 

This morniny I beyyed for clarity, 

And 'Jou sent it, at this last hour, 
The only answer I could embrace. 

I am not just a mother. 

It hit me strony and sharp. 

I am a Jewish mother, 
lo there are even hiyher level! 

to my role. 

BRACHA GOETZ 

If I really believe it's true 
That the way to protect our land 
Is to fill Eretz %roet with Torah, 

Then what I want is to send him there 
at this difficult time. 

ffiy first-born son, with his pure 

and ever-yrowiny love for 

The most powerful endeavor there is. 

I can let him yo now, as he lonys to, 

To do all he can 
To try to save our land, 

Throuyh learniny Torah on ill sacred soil, 

6iviny it the nourishment it craves. 
Please 6-d, I am yiviny 'Jou my bachur. 

I am yiviny 'Jou all the years of effort I 
poured into him. 

Please accept my hardest struyyle 

to make my will 'Joor will. 

And please don't let him be a korban. 
Just let him be one more ve11el 

sorely needed, 
Do lonyer held back, 

for held-back ble11iny1 to rain down 
upon our land. 

Mrs. Bracha Goetz of Baltimore is a frequent contributor to these pages. 
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With Heart Full of Faith: Insights 
into Trust and Emuna, by Rabbi 
Matisyahu Salomon. (Mesorah Publi
cations Ltd, Brooklyn, NY, $21.99 h.c., 
$18.99 s.c.) 

T
he commentaries to Pirkei Avos 
explain that when Ghazal say 
"Rebbi so-and-so used to say," it 

means that his entire essence - every 
fiber of his being and every nuance of 
his behavior - proclaimed the idea that 
follows. Although l have only had the 
good fortune to become acquainted with 
Rabbi Salomon personally at various 
conventions and symposiums, I have 
had a chance to observe that he in fact 
embodies the teachings and values that 
he disseminates; that his words emanate 
from his heart and therefore pierce the 
hearts of his audience. l find it remark
able that Rabbi Yaakov Yosef Reinman 
is able to capture the heart of the ideas 
he presents, and permits one to actual
ly hear Rabbi Salomon speaking 
through the medium of the printed 
word. The Torah she'ba' al peh has been 
preserved in this Torah she'be'chsav. 

The essays on "Faith and Trust" con
tain many beautiful Divrei Torah that are 
informative and intellectually stimulat -
ing, as well as uplifting and inspiring. 
Rabbi Salomon has the ability to weave 
his interpretation of a difficult Parsha 
in the Torah into the narrative with pro
found simplicity, and make one actual
ly feel as ifhe is living the narrative along 
with the protagonists. 

This is, in fact, the way Ghazal 
learned Torah. As the Midrash says, 
when Rav Yonason would come to the 
name of the wicked king Nevuchadnezer 
as mentioned in Megillas Esther, he 
would curse him. The Midrash ques
tions as to why only in Megillas Esther 

Rabbi Zev Leff is Rav of Moshav Matisyah u, and 
Rosh Hayeshiva of Yeshiva Gedola Matisyahu. His 
essay, "The Onus is on Us," was featured in JO 
Feb. '99. 
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did Rav Yonason do so and not in Yir
miyahu, where Nevuchadnezer's name 
is mentioned countless times. The 
Midrash answers that since Nevuchad
nezer was alive when referred to in Ytr
n1iyahu, one is not allowed to curse a liv
ing king, but when Nevuchadnezer was 
referred to in 
Megillas Esther, he 
was no longer alive; 
hence Rav Yonason 
could curse him, in 
fulfillment of the 
verse "Vesheim 
resha'im yirkav -
May the name of the 
wicked rot." 

The obvious 
question is that 
when Rav Yonason 
learned Yirn1iyahu, 
Nevuchadnezer had 
been dead for cen
turies, so why not 
curse him? The 
obvious answer is that when Rav Yona
son learned Yirmiyahu, he transported 
himself into the text and lived with Yir
miyahu and Nevuchadnezer, and hence 
Nevuchadnezer was virtually alive in his 
learning. 

The shiur"Foresight and Hindsight" 
that elucidates the Parsha of Yosef and 
his brothers is an excellent example of 
this facet of Rabbi Salomon's Torah. 

Rabbi Salomon also has the ability to 
convey mussar insights that are intel
lectually challenging and satisfying, 
and at the same time bring them down 
to the realm of the practical. This 
enables the listener or reader to apply 
them to real life situations, the goal and 
purpose of all mussar. "Unanswered 
Prayers)" "Women in the Workplace," 
"Stop the Robbery;' "The Power of 
Speech;' and "Egyptian Milk" are all fine 
examples of the epitome of effective 
mussar. 

In addition, Rabbi Salomon offers 
empathetic, heartfelt chizuk, seasoned 
with practical advice and suggestions for 
coping with various types of misfortune. 
"Coping With Tragedy and Joy" and 
"Faith Verses Effort" are two examples 
of this type of shiur. His shiur"Waiting 

Reviewed by Rabbi Zev Leff 

for the Moment" is one of the most 
touching and practical addresses to 
childless couples that l have ever heard 
or read. 

Rabbi Salomon also presents much 
needed, solid hashkafa guidance to 
view current events properly, and to cull 

important issues. 

from them the 
introspection that 
tragedies must 
evoke. The essays on 
the Twin Tower dis
aster, ''After the Twin 
Towers" and 
"Ground Zero;' are 
prime examples. 
The chapters on 
"Russian Jewry," 
"Outreach," and 
"Broadening the 
World of Torah" 
offer a solid basis of 
hashkafa to chart 
one's opinions and 
attitudes on these 

The essential theme of the book -
emuna, faith - is expressed eloquently 
in the opening essay dealing with faith
fulness and its relation to faith. The 
essay, "The Way of the Fathers;' is a solid 
presentation of the importance and 
parameters of Mesoras Avos as displayed 
in the life ofYitzchak Avinu. 

I look forward to many more simi
lar volumes through which the Mash
giach will continue to inspire and guide 
Kial Yisroel - not only by example, but 
through speech and writing as well. • 

(''Adn . L ( ,1,1~ ((f \.J'tl 1tia , )!1 eaoei (:!!III 
tiEWPORJ RH0DEJSL.il.ND , 

' f r. ' ; 'I t
1 
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A Rabbi's Journal, by Rabbi Yitzchak 
Reuven Rubin, Jerusalem Publications, 

288 pp., $21.95 

I 
have loved reading since I was a child. 
I still remember the poster that for 
me was the clincher. It featured a lit

tle boy lying on the grass. Behind him was 
a collage of the entire universe and its 
peoples. ((You can be wherever you want 
to be;' the poster proclaimed, and I was 
hooked. 

In those early years, my travels took 
me further into uncharted territory 
than I ever believed I would venture. 
Later, the Marcus Lehmann novels 
opened frontiers of heroism and faith that 
words alone would never touch. 

As I matured, eventually my eye 
became more discerning, and I began to 
question whether I really wanted to be 
every place the printed word could 
bring me. My love of travel is still pas
sionate, but my sense of destination is 
highly selective. 

It is for that reason that when I read 
A Rabbi's Journal by Rabbi Yitzchak 
Reuven Rubin, I immediately felt the grat -
ification of knowing the author was tak
ing me exactly where I want to be. 

Rabbi Rubin's world is one that is 
compassionate and tolerant, a world in 
which fear of Heaven is intertwined with 
love of Hashem and His people. The book 
is highly readable. In fact, I feel that I have 
vicariously visited his home (first in Bor
ough Park and then in South Manches
ter), had tea with his redoubtable Reb
betzin and met his charming 
grandchildren (with a passing glance at 
their parents). 

The journey doesn't end there. It 
stretches backward into the purity of the 
Chassidic courts of pre-war Europe, 
where not only do we encounter the same 
familiar characters who populate the 

Mrs. Heller - a popular teacher, lecturer and 
author - lives in Jerusalem, where she is on the 
faculty of Neve Yershalayim College for Women, 
Her article, "Encounters That Make a Difference;' 
appeared in JO June '99. 

-----·------
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world of Chassidic tales, but we see them 
brought to life - and presented to us 
vividly - as though the author had 
known them in "the Heim," a place that 
becomes part of our hearts instead of part 
of our history. 

Rabbi Rubin simultaneously moves us 
forward into the hearts and unwritten 
futures of his readers. He is neither 
pompous nor its twin, patronizing, but 
nonetheless forces us into seeing the truth 
without flinching. He does this by lacing 
the truth with so much empathy and 
compassion that it can be seen with hope 
rather than with fear. 

An example of this would be found 
in his insightful chapter called "Oh, It 
Hurts:' He shares the universal experience 
of coming to terms with the fact that we 
must take care of our bodies, and that 
small symptoms must not be ignored. 

Every time you sit a bit awkwardly, 
stand up wrongly or even place your leg 
in a wrong manner - a little bit of 
damage is accruing. It may not feel that 
way, but trust me, it's happening. 
Then, one fine day your back decides 
enough is enough- the hip refuses to 
hop, or the neck won't shucklewithout 
a shooting pain. If you are lucky, you 
will find some exercises that will alle
viate the discomfort and put you back 
onto the straight and narrow. It is then 
that you start to make a real cheshbon 
hanefesh. 
Rabbi Rubin takes us with him to the 

recognition that the spiritual parallel of 
falling into a pattern of neglect is dan
gerous, especially when we recognize 

what it really should be called: 
There is, in psychological terms, a 

word that describes the defense mech
anism that allows some people to exist 
without feeling overly anxious. It's 
called deniaL 

Denial can be defined as fooling oth
ers in order to fool ourselves, and fool
ing ourselves in order to fool others. It's 
a vicious cycle and a soul-destroying 
one too. In communal terms, we dare 
not be in denial regarding our weak
nesses. 

We're all in this together. The hope 
is that by talking about what's going on, 
we can sensitize ourselves to the prob
lems. 

One especially disturbing by-prod
uct of Hashem's overwhelming good
ness to us all is that we are becoming 
a class-ridden society. In the Torah 
world, the indicator of greatness should 
be how much Torah a person learns and 
how deeply he serves Hashem and his 
fellow man. These were the driving 
forces that allowed a community as dec
imated as ours to rebuild itself after the 
war. Money was not the determinant of 
worthiness. 
Many others would have left us at that 

point, where we would no doubt nod in 
agreement, and go back to sleep. Rabbi 
Rubin does not allow us this luxury. 

There was a time when heimishefolk 
were proud, nay, kvelled at the notion 
that a child of theirs would sit ten years 
in a kollel. They sat, mind you, without 
the benefit of Dad's credit card, and, 
baruch Hashem, they persevered. They 
raised a new generation of children who 
were aware that the greatest gift is Torah 
and the opportunity to learn it, teach 
it and live it. 

Now that generation has to find 
shidduchim, only to learn that while 
their parents were sacrificing themselves 
and scrimping along to keep on learn
ing, others were out there doing quite 
well, thank you, and won't look at them 
without an outrageous sum plunked on 
the table first. Imagine the message 
young people get when they hear their 
parents are bartering for such amounts. 

Cheder rebbes are paid a pittance, 
our schoolrooms are falling apart, yet 
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somehow many are able to live in a 
manner their hubbies and zaidies never 
dreamed of. 

Let me share something with you. I 
have seen many young people from sec
ular homes turn onto the Torah path. 
These kids know what real money is, yet 
they opt to become Torah-true Jews. 
What they can't understand is how 
frum Yidden who from birth are 
exposed to truth can be so money con
scious. 

E
ven there, many of us would think, 
"Well, that's all right for Rabbi 
Rubin to say. Ifhe was on the other 

side of the fence, though, he might see 
things differently. What's so awful about 
wanting to ensure that my children will 
have a comfortable future? It's my obli
gation to see to their security." 

However, he takes us from the pres
ent back to the past, and we find ourselves 
standing in front of the Kotzker, who used 
to say, 

People mix up two human obliga
tions: earning a living and fearing 
G-d. 

Parnasa, earning a living, is in the 
hands of Hashem, yet people work day 
and night to gain more. AU their ener
gies go toward the "Gesheft;' and they 
no longer value those who are com
mitted to a life of service. On the other 
hand, fear of Heaven and avodas 
Hashem depend solely on our own 
efforts. Yet these we expect our rab
banim to worry about while we satis
fy ourselves with a half-hearted attempt 
at davening and a blick into a sefer. 

We can stay in denial and pretend 
that in our circles money means little, 
that the kollel yungerman, the cheder 
rebbe, the kiruvworker really stands on 
a pedestal. We can say that- but if we 
do, one day we will wake up with new 
pains felt in spiritual places we didn't 
even know existed. 

We should reevaluate our values, 
honestly looking into our hearts for the 
truth. What ambitions do we have for 
our children? Do we want what is real
ly best for them? 

"Well;' I hear a voice saying, "this 
doesn't apply to me. I supported each 
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of my kids for a year in Israel after their 
marriage while they were learning." 
Wonderful, but what motivations were 
the driving force that year? Did you 
allow those children to really strive in 
Yiddishkeiti Or were they yearlong 
tourists helping Jerusalem's economy 
through their patronage of its five-star 
glatt kosher restaurants? 

hearts to rebuke and the moralizing we 
have come to expect never happens. 
Instead, what we find is a wise friend who 
cares. A warm heart is never an enemy. 
Each insight invites us toward the next 
one, and we find ourselves following. 
Each story invites us to visit again. • 

There are places in our hearts that 
are so frightening we would prefer not 
to look into them. But that's what being 
a Jew is all about. 
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Wellsprings of Faith: Perspectives on the 
Sources of Emuna, by Rabbi Moshe 
Wolfson (Feldheim Publishers, Nanuet, 
NY, 2002 Brooklyn, NY, 2001, $19.95) 

T
his book collects five Torah-dis
cussions by the mashgiach 
ruchani of Mesivta 1orah 

Vodaath, and mora de'asra of Kehal 
Emunas Yisroel in Baro Park, Rabbi 
Moshe Wolfson, N"""'1!1. The essays, 
which were originally given expression 
in Lashon Hakodesh or in Yiddish, are 
here translated into English by Yehoshua 
Fieldsteel, a follower of the Mashgiach 
living in Yerushalayim. All but one - the 
book's lead essay- trace their origin as 
printed divrei Torah to a volume in the 
Emunas Itecha series, the author's 
anthology of discourses given on themes 
ranging over the sidros of Chumash and 
the mo'adei shana (festivals). The excep
tive first essay is derived from one of the 
multitudinous tapes that the Mash
giach's talks, delivered in the yeshiva and 
elsewhere, have spawned over the years. 
Occupying itself with the origin and 
nature of emuna in the Ribbono shel 
Olam, the collection distills strands of 
Rav Wolfson's deep, subtle, and spiri
tually uplifting thinking, making it 
available to readers of varying degrees 

Yisroel Yehuda Pollack, whose book reviews have 
previously appeared in these pages, lives down 
the street from Emunas Yisroel in the Baro Park 
section of Brooklyn. 
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of erudition and sophistication. 
The essays are anchored to successive 

parshios of Sefer Bereishis, with the 
exception of the final one whose focus 
is nes Chanuka. Each treats us to a 
remarkable synthesis of elements from 
revealed and hidden Torah, and of 
powerfully constructed approaches to 
their elucidation. Covering 
territory that 
encompasses 
Avraham 
Avinu's deser
tion of his 
ancestral hon1e
land, the nisayon 
ha'akeida (the 
binding oflsaac), 
Yaakov and Esav's 
tension-ridden 
transaction revolv
ing around the 
bechora (rights of the 
first born), and much 
else besides, these 
meditations poignant-
ly portray the defining 
moments in the lives of the Avos as pro
totypes of the faith that they bequeath 
to their progeny. 

If there is one idea that encapsnlates 
both the style and substance of these 
explorations, it is that every Yid needs 
to know that, after everything is said and 
done, there lies withln him an invinci
ble element of pure Yiddishe holiness 
which, thongh often suppressed, never 
ceases to pulsate and remains ever 
amenable to the prodding of positive, 
salutary urges arising externally or 
from within. This special regard for the 
precious core that, as Yidden, we all har
bor displays itself in the studied empa
thy with which the Mashgiach 
approaches us in his deliberations. 
More than this, it occupies center
stage in the content of these reflections 
per se. 

The Pivotal Role of the Machpeila 

W
e can see this if we look at the 
middle essay, by far the 
longest in the collection and 

the only one to have been handpicked 

by the author for inclusion. We 
encounter the idea that, though gloomy 
and dark, the world of exile in which we 
find ourselves embodies a G-dliness 
from which we receive our spiritual sus
tenance. This dimension of kedusha 
(sanctity) is, however, concealed from 

view - it is not openly visible. 
According to Rabbi Wolfson, it 
is represented by the Meoras 
Hamachpeila (burial place of 
the Patriarchs and Matriarchs) 
in Chevron. This is not the 
place to enter into a full
dressed exposition of the 
way this concept is devel
oped and pressed into serv
ice at the Mashgiach's 
hands. Still, it is worth not-
ing that the idea that 
Shechina's presence is 
hidden raises the ques
tion of how, then, we are 
able to partake of it, to 

connect. The answer 
would seem to be provided by another 
aspect of the Meoras Hamachpeila that 
this particular essay draws attention to. 
The "Machpeila" represents, Rabbi 
Wolfson tells us, not only Hashem's con
cealed Presence in the world, but also the 
hidden dimension of holiness residing 
in each and every one of our souls. This 
being so, we don't need to venture out 
to be able to receive its radiance. 

At one point in his excellent intro
duction, the translator writes," ... there 
was little attempt to mold the [ individ
ual essays J into a larger pattern:' I would 
like to qnibble with this disclaimer, just 
a little. If you look at the major themes 
of the two essays immediately preced
ing this one on the Machpeila, you find, 
I think, that they make for a very smooth 
transition. In fact, the leading ideas ema
nating from them actually set the stage 
for the emergence of the central Mach
peila idea. 

Let me tread lightly. The first essay 
concerns itself with the revolutionary 
form of emuna (faith) that Avraham 
Avinu introduced in the world-a dis
tinctly Yiddishe emuna. To understand 
it, says Rabbi Wolfson, it is helpful to 
conjure the nature of human cognition. 

The Jewish Observer, June 2002 



The things we know divide themselves 
into two categories. First, there is the 
knowledge we come by, by the means of 
empirical inquiry. We look around us in 
our environs and we discover a great 
many things. Alternatively, we sit down 
at a desk, paper and pencil in hand, and 
we rationally work out a complex prob
lem. The result in either case is acquired 
knowledge. 

In contradistinction to this, there are 
a great many things we know by sheer 
instinct; we are born innately equipped 
with various forms of knowledge that 
make it possible for us to function in the 
most basic of ways. Rabbi Wolfson calls 
this latter type hereditary knowledge. 
And, explains Rabbi Wolfson, so it is 
with en1una, as well. There is a way of 
acquiring faith that relies on the exercise 
of one's rational faculties. This, howev
er, is not the distinctively Jewish form 
of faith. The latter is something that 
Avraham Avinu implanted in his prog
eny for all time-it is, in effect, heredi
tary. It inheres deeply within the deep
est recesses of our being-come what 
may. 

This, then, has effectively prepared 
the reader-to-be of the Machpeila essay, 
for the aspect of concealment that 
exists inside the Jewish soul. What, now, 
of the aspect of concealment pertaining 
to Hashem's Presence in the world? For 
the rudiments of this idea, we can, I 

believe, look to the second essay, on the 
nisayon ha' akeida. Once again, we don't 
have the luxury here of allowing our
selves to delve into details. Suffice it to 
say, the author expounds an explanation 
according to which Avraham Avinu 
found himself bewildered by a perceived 
logical inconsistency in Hashe1n's 1nes
sage to him, one which cast a veil of 
darkness and of alienation from Kudsha 
Berich Hu over him. 

Here, then, we have inti1nations of 
the notion of the hidden nature of His 
being in the world that are to guide us 
in our approach to the fuller treatment 
it receives in the essay on the Machpeila. 
In this latter, the concepts ofhidden-ness 
prefigured in its two predecessors are 
adjoined and brought to a crescendo. 

Arguably, the book, very much worth 
reading in its entirety, is worth reading 
for tbe Machpeila essay alone. For 
many, the Machpeila essay will be worth 
reading, if for no other reason, than to 
enable them to partake of the reflections 
on the meaning of a Jewish marriage 
that it contains. Imbibing the insights 
found in this discussion will require no 
further justification. 

One thing that cannot be stressed 
enough is how beautifully this book is 
written. The project of rendering this 
highly nuanced thought into English has 
evidently been placed in very able 
hands, in the person ofYehoshua Field-
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steel. We have been presented here not 
only with writing permeated by trust
worthily anchored, soul-and-mind
penetrating conceptions but also with a 
wonderfully executed feat of interpre
tation. We can hardly ask for more. • 
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Meaningful Living By Rabbi Moshe 
Meir Weiss. Published by )udaica Press 

T
he story is told of the man who 
davened for many years in a par
ticular shul. One day he decided 

to leave the shul and daven elsewhere. 
Within six months, however, he had 
returned to his original makom tefilla. 

A friend approached him and said, 
"Yanke!, how come you returned? Did
n't you like the Rabbi of your new shuP." 

"I can't complain," came Yankel's 
reply. 

"Perhaps you left because the chaz
zan was off tune?" he tried again. 

«1 can't complain." 
"Maybe it was the physical decor of 

the new shul that bothered you?" 
"I can't complain;' came the reply 

once again. 
----·-------~ 

Rabbi Becker is Associate Executive Director of 
Agudath Israel of America. 
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Exasperated, Yankel's friend finally 
blurted out, "If you like the Rabbi, the 
chazzan, the decor and everything 
seems to be so good, why did you return 
to our shul?" 

"Because I can't complain." 
The ultimate complainer in our lives 

is the Satan who carefully inspects our 
every deed through a microscopic lens. 
When he discovers a flaw, you can be 
sure that he will be there to complain 
to the heavenly court against us. And if 
he doesn't have anything to complain 
about, he will don his 
yeitzer hara hat, making 
sure to entice a person 
into enough sins so that he 
can doom him forever in 
his third persona, as the 
malach hamoves. 

Rabbi Moshe Meir 
Weiss, in his moving new r. 
book, Meaningful Living, i l 
continues in the path of his 
first book, Passionate i!ii 
Judaism It expends great i ~, 
effort to unmask the wily 
yeitzer hara and his very 
full bag of tricks. By knowing who our 
enemy is and how he operates, we can 
better arm ourselves with the weapons 
to defeat this implacable foe. 

For example, in a wonderful chapter 
entitled "The Yeitzer Hara and the Fly," 
Rabbi Weiss helps us understand the 
psyche of the yeitzer hara. 

In Masechtas Berachos (61a), the 
Gemora tells us, "Y eitzer hara domeh 
l'zvuv - The yeitzer hara is similar to 
a fly:' What similarity is there between 
the yeitzer hara and a harmless house
fly? Actually, there is a lot we can learn 
from the analogy. Especially if you just 
returned from a picnic lunch or vaca
tion, you might still have a vivid mem
ory of those pesky little flying insects, 
and you might begin to appreciate the 
similarities. 

First, there's a striking similarity in 
character. Like a fly, the yeitzer hara has 
a distinguishing trait: It never gives up. 
It keeps coming back. 

Secondly; a fly does not appear dan
gerous. So too, the yeitzer hara appears 
in disguise. He does not stand in front 
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to us and declare, "Sin is here!" ... The 
yeitzer hara, a professional expert in 
deceit, had the ability to turn things 
around and make them appear as the 
opposite of what they really are .... 

Finally, another place flies can be 
found is in a place of tuma, impurity. 
Flies are attracted to garbage. If a per
son hangs around devarim tmei'im, 
impure things and places, he will 
become a product of this environment. 
If a person brings tuma into his living 
room, he will not receive protection 

just because there are mas
sive sefarim shelves on the 
other side of the room. 
The yeitzer hara is attract
ed to the tuma. 

We also gain insight 
through a humorous 
Purim "interview" by a 
reporter from the fiction
al Torah Gazette and the 
yeitzer hara himself. 

But Meaningful Living 
is by no means only a look 
at the negative. It very 
much focuses on the pos

itive and uplifting aspects of life as well. 
An entire section is devoted to the con
cept of living inspired lives. Chapter 
headings includes: Becoming a Kinder 
Person, Sleep Secrets, Discovering Guid
ance in the Strangest Places, tantalizing 
the reader to seek the wisdom within. 

Another important section is devot
ed to improving relationships and time
ly I timeless lessons devoted to the 
Moadei Hashana. 

A final important aspect of Mean
ingful Living is the light that it sheds on 
so many common Jewish practices 
where we are either unaware or only 
dimly aware of the reasoning behind 
them. Two examples - a fascinating 
explanation as to why we open and close 
our hands when we look at the light of 
the havdalah candle, and a new and 
unique reason for breaking the glass 
under the chupa. 

If you enjoyed Rabbi Weiss's Path For 
Judaism, you will continue to be 
inspired and elevated by Meaningful Liv
ing. You certainly won't have what to 
complain about. • 
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Please enclose 

D. $25 

payn1ent 

I with your insertion 
and n1ail to: 

~ewish 
UBSERVER 
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42 Broadway, New York, NY 10004 
I am pleased to learn that my «Shana TOva" wishes in 
your columns will help The Jewish Observer greet the 
New Year with a reduced deficit. 

Name:----------------

Address: _______________ _ 

City/ST/Zip--------------

Payment Enclosed D $100 0 $50 [] $36 [] $25 (USA only) 

Please charge ni.y credit card D MasterC:ard D VISA 

Card# ----------------

Expiration l)ate: -------------

-, Signature: ---------------
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SOLVING THE CRISIS OF SECULAR 
STUDIES IN OUR SCHOOLS 

To the Editor: 
In regard to "Secular Studies: A Cri

sis Within Our Schools" (JO, Sept. 
'01): There are ways in which enter
prising parents can work around or 
avoid the secular studies teachers who 
are not familiar with Torah ideals. One 
such approach, which was not men
tioned in the article and may be a bit 
radical, is having secular studies taught 
in an independent study format. A par
ent could either request that the school 
allow them to do this, or help the school 
establish one or two classes of inde
pendent study. 

Obviously, when pursuing such a dif
ferent way of doing things, some kinks 
will need to be worked out. For exam
ple: How does one handle unmotivat
ed students? How do questions on les
sons get answered? etc. 

My idea would be to try it in one sec
tion of a parallel class, such as World His
tory in grade 10, for those students who 
request independent study. Hire a proc
tor who is not particularly trained in the 
subject, and he or she will establish a 
rapport with the independent study 
instructor to be able to answer questions 
the students have on the lessons. The 
proctor can send in the lessons for the 
instructor to grade each week. The stu
dents would use the period for that par
ticular subject in class, and would not 
have to do it at home, or they could do 
it at home if they so choose. If parents 
and students liked the program, it could 
be expanded to include other inde
pendent study courses. 

(I have a catalog and some sample 
lessons available upon request to your 
readers to review.) 

Each course con1es with the appro
priate text books and study guides. The 
lessons are sent in, graded) and 
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returned, enabling each student to pro
ceed at his or her own pace. 

We live in Florida, so this particular 
school allows Florida State Standards for 
competencies required in Florida. I'1n 
sure there are similar programs in other 
states. Ideally, if parents and students 
respond well to the independent study 
approach, we could eventually replace 
secular teacher with Rebbe proctors. 

MRS. TOVA GOLDENBERG 

North Miumi Beach, Florida 

"RETURN OF THE FRINGE KID" 
REVISITED 

To the Editor: 
In spite of my hesitancy to add to the 

pain of parents of"fringe kids;' 1 feel that 
it would be irresponsible not to point 
out some of the misconceptions and 
faulty reasoning expressed by the moth
er quoted in the Readers' Forum (Oct. 
'O I, "Return of the Fringe Kid ... "). 

The mother echoes the claim made 
by many that they know of countless 
situations where children went off the 
derech even though their parents -
based on their public persona - must 
have treated them in an exemplary 
1nanner. Many gedolim caution against 
making such assumptions. For exam
ple, Habina VeHaberacha states: "Every 
person - even an outstanding and 
highly respected individual - has defi
ciencies. 1'here are times when these 
weaknesses threaten to become appar
ent. At such tin1es, such a person clos
es himself up in his house so that no 
one should see him. His wife and chil
dren, however, do experience him in 
his deficient state ... i p. 10] ." 

What I find most distressing is the 
letter writer's double standard in 
attributing responsibility for childhood 
rebelliousness. The rebellious child is 
assu1ned to have made "a conscious ... 
decision to rebel" and he is therefore 

"halachically responsible for his 
actions .... [He should] acknowledge 
his guilt. .. and refrain from pointing 
out the faults of others." Parents, on the 
other hand, are held to a much more 
forgiving standard. The writer states 
that even in situations where a child's 
rebelliousness is caused by "negative 
input" from the parents, the parents 
can't be held responsible because [it is 
assumed] that their parental errors 
were clearly "inadvertent" and "not 
deliberate." "Their judgment may have 
been faulty but their intentions were 
not.'' In contrast to their children, par
ents are not required to acknowledge 
their guilt and they are permitted to 
point out the faults of others. (Inci
dentally, if the letter writer's husband 
would hurt her feelings due to faulty 
judgment, would she absolve him 
from the need to apologize?) The dou
ble standard is glaring. 

The idea that rebellious teens make 
"a conscious ... decision to rebel" is hard
ly ever true (especially in the earlier stages 
of rebelliousness). One of the gedolei 
hamashgichim has publicly stated that the 
vast majority of teens who go off the 
derech are dealing with situations that are 
beyond their level of bechira. It flies in 
the face of logic that a child would maize 
a conscious decision to adopt a way of 
life that will bring him guilt, misery, 
rejection and condemnation! 

In a post-World Trade Center arti
cle on the need to feel the pain of fel
low members of our community, the 
author lists many of the unfortunate 
people in the community whose pain we 
should share. Perhaps I can add to that 
list: The pain of children who suffer 
fro1n unreasonable expectations, con
stant criticism, rejection, or abuse, 
which is the underlying cause of rebel
liousness - according to virtually all the 
experts - in at least a substantial per
centage of cases. 

I bring up these issues only because, 
in n1y experience, it is these very dou
ble standards and baseless attributions 
of purposeful intent that feed the flames 
of teen rebelliousness. 

BENZlON SORCYfZKlN 

Brooklyn, NY 
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ANNOUN·CING THE COMPLETION OFTHE 

JUDAISCOPE BIOG HY SERIES! 
ArtScroll and The Jewish Observer present the most comprehensive 

biographical collection o(Torah personalities ever assembled in recent times. 

SPECIAL ''GRAND OPENING'' DISCOUNT 
ORDER THE ENTIRE SET DIRECT FROM THE 
JEWISH OBSERVER AND SAVE OVER 20% 

W ith the recent publication of Torah Leaders, the 
newest addition to the ArtScrol/ljewish Observer 

judaiscope Series, and with the re-release of several 
heretofore out-of-print volmnes, we now present this 
six-volume collection of biographical sketches, 
vignettes, and essays as a complete, comprehensive 
addition to your library. 

T hese stories will enrich your storehouse of 
knowledge, penetrate your heart, lift up your 

spirits and enhance your lives, inspiring you and your 
children to greater heights. 

SOME OF THE TORAH GIANTS FEATURED IN THIS COLLECTION INCLUDE: 
Rabbi Chaim Soloveitchik of Brisk. the Chofetz Chaim, Rabbi Chaim Ozer Grodzenski, Rabbi Elchanan Wasserman, Rabbi Boruch Ber Lebovitz, 
the Rogatchover Gaon; the Chassidic Rebbeim of Ger, Novominsk. Satmar.Vizhnitz and Bobov, as well as the Ben !sh Chai, RibiYaakov Abu-Hasira 
and Ribi Ezra Attiah. 

IN ADDITION: Reb Sh raga Feivel Mendelovitz, Rabbi Aharon Kotler, Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky. Rabbi Y.Y. Ruderman, 
the Skulener Rebbe, the Klauzenberger Rebbe, Rabbi Shlomo Zalrnan Auerbach, Rabbi Shimon Schwab, and the Manchester Rosh Yeshiva, 
Rabbi Yehuda Zev Segal. 

RECENT LOSSES WHO ARE PROFILED INCLUDE: Rabbi Elazar Menachem Man Schach, Rabbi Avrohom Pam, Rabbi Mordechai Gifter, 
Rabbi Avigdor Miller, Rabbi Binyamin Paler, Rabbi Yaakov Weinberg. Rabbi Yaakov Kulefsky and Rabbi Nosson Wachtfogel. 



PRAISE FOR ARTICLES 
ON RAV SHACH ?'"lit 

To the Editor: 
Yasher kochacha on your truly mag

nificent expositions of appreciation to the 
life of Rabbi Elazar Menachem Man 
Shach ?"lit. 

His passing marks the end of an 
extraordinary era of scholar-pietists 
exemplifying both in their learning and 
their living the very highest ideals of our 
heritage. This synthesis of Talmudic 
scholarship and mussaritic piety, the 
distinctive and eternal legacy of 
Lithuanian Jewry, was vividly highlight
ed in your tribute issue of Feb. '02. 

Whereas other tributes to this sage 
all too often consisted oflittle more than 
the recounting of a few stories, your 
articles focused cogently on 
the uniqueness of the man and his 
milieu, both of which may never 
be replicated. 

In truth, however, I suggest that Rav 
Shach would say to us very much in the 
tradition of the GRA and Rabbi Chaim 
of Volozhin: "Rather than waste time 
reading articles about me (no matter how 
excellent they may be), better spend your 
time studying Torah:' Such was the 
essence of his convictions he held, as 
reflected in the life he lived. 

(RABBI) ELIJAH J. SCHOCHET 

Valley Village, C'alifornia 

KARKA IN ERETZ YISROEL 
Call Rabbi Gavriel Beer for information 

on obtaining cemetery plots in Beth 
Shcmesh and other locations in Israel. 

011-972-2-656-9427 
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From crisis to control. 
Helping our boys and girls 

Parents: 1-866-6AREIVIM 
Teens: 1-866-0URGUYS 

Email: Areivim@juno.com 
All calls are confident;a/. 

1'">'':>K '03 ~ 11'lt ~ l"Y':> 

EDITORIAL RESPONSE 

In his letter of approbation for the 
book The Rosh Yeshivah Remembers, sto
ries [about Gedolei Torah J that inspire the 
Yeshivah world, as told by Rabbi Shach 
- compiled by his grandson, Rabbi Asher 
Bergman - Rabbi Shach writes: "This 
book will surely inspire Torah and Yiras 
Shamayim in the readers when they see 
how much effortthey [i.e. the Gedolim J 
devoted to serve our Heavenly 
Father, and how much siyata diShmaya 
(Divine assistance) they enjoyed:' 

NW 

CONSERVATIVES' NEW "BIBLE" -
PUSHING THEIR CASE TOO FAR 

To the Editor: 
Thanks for your fascinating piece in 

the lyar JO (Apr. '02) entitled "Com
ing Home ... To Eitz Chaim." 

I totally agree with your statement, 
"It is difficult to imagine a serious
thinking Conservative Jew living by 
such a 'Torah:" Particularly today, 
when so many are desperately search
ing for something of substance to con
nect with, is this hollow document 
going to fill the vacuum? 

ls there not a possibility that this 
new Bible will prompt them to look 
elsewhere for inspiration? Hasn't the 
modern, fun-loving society pointed 
many folks to a life of meaning, value, 
and direction, as is standard in our 
world? So maybe this new Bible is iron
ically due to become an effective kiruv 
tool, which will re-direct its readers to 
the real Torah, where the Avos, Yetzias 
Mitzrayim and Ma'amad Har Sinai are 
all a living reality for eternity. 

I have a feeling that "they" really 
have pushed it too far this time and the 
phones will start ringing with ever 
increasing frequency at Partners-in
Torah, Gateways and Aish. The frus
trated Bible readers (I dare not call it 
Eitz Chaim) will be knocking on our 
doors demanding the genuine article. 
That will be a story of real "Coming 
Home ... " - im yirtza Hashem. 

(RABBJ) PINCHOS JUNG 

Monsey, NY 

THE CALL OF THE KIRUV 
MOVEMENT. .. AND HINENI 

To the Editor: 
I am a long time reader of The Jew

ish Observer, and my entire family 
eagerly awaits the arrival of every new 
issue. 

In the most recent Sivan 5762 I 
May 2002 issue, an article appeared 
entitled "A Time to Build," by Rabbi 
Chaim Dov Keller, in which the 
growth of the Kiruv Movement is 
addressed. While many ba'al teshuva 
organizations are mentioned, I was 
surprised that one of the most promi
nent had somehow been omitted. I am 
referring to Rebbetzin Esther Jungreis' 
Hineni Movement, which was on the 
scene at the very beginning, single
handedly battling the forces of assim
ilation and intermarriage before any
one believed it could be done. The 
Rebbetzin started to disseminate 
Torah in the 60s, in 1970 she estab
lished Hineni, and she organized the 
first mass Teshuva Rally in November, 
1973, at Madison Square Garden's Felt 
Forum in New York. 

Today Hineni has headquarters in 
New York and Jerusalem, and its sem
inars, classes and programs through
out the world have inspired thousands 
to come back to lives of Torah and 
mitzvos. Not only that, but many lead
ers, workers, and members of other 
ba'al teshuva organizations have been 
profoundly influenced by her teach
ings, tapes, lectures, and personal 
guidance. 

If not for Hineni and the Reb
betzin, neither I nor my children 
would be Torah Jews today. My story 
goes back to the spring of 1972, 
when my wife and I entered a shul 
for the first time in our lives. 
Baruch Hashem, in the intervening 
decades we have seen miracle after 
miracle, and bli ayin hara, had two 
generations of children dedicated to 
Torah and mitzvos. 

ROY 5. NEUBERGER 
Lawrence NY 

(The writer is author of 
From Central Park to Sinai.) 

The Jewish Observer, June 2002 



RFU EF has the 

haskarna &·guidance 
(~f leading Rabbonin1 

5802 16th Avenue 

Brooklyn, NY 11204 

Tel: 718.431.0284 

Fax: 718.431.9504 

email: info@reliefhelp.org 

Find 

E L I E F 
n EUEF RESOURCES, is a mental health referral service with a 

1'.. unique sensitivity to the frum community and the expertise 

needed to find the best care available. With our extensive referral 

network of leading medical professionals. we can partner patients 

with providers by specialty, location and 

therapeutic technique. 

If you or a loved one is struggling with any . 

disorder and don't know where to turn, 

call REI.JEE at 718.431.0284 
and get the help and support you need. 

Join our E~mail support group to find 
others like yourselj'1pho 1Pant to exchange 
infhrniation or share concerns and feelings 
about coping 1Pith niental illness. 

To subscribe, post your e-niail to: connect@relie 

Our services are free of charge and completely confidential. All inquiries and submissions 

rema'1n anonymous. All e-mails are reviewed for appropriateness by a trained therapist 



The SC!JOTTENSH:IN EDITION 

INTERLINEAR SERIES 
P·ocket size Interlinear Siclclur 

1:·~.c>V,xAvailable in time for camp and your summer vacation! 
~"'~n you pray, you want to know what you're 
··-9ying as you're saying it! NOW YOU WILL! 

Also.available in the .Schottenstein Interlinear Edition: • TEHILLIM • · MINCHAH'MAARIV. 
. •· . • BIRCHON • SABBATH AND FESTIVAL SIDDUR.. . 
Coming Soon: FULL SIZE AND POCKET SIZE SEFARD • MACHZORIM 

The Way I seelt 
'ln-:-:her_oWn_words, _MaHa Panze~_t_ells _the gripping, true story of how she faced a dreaded disease, finding courage she never 

knew-she -had. She-was_ able to summon the enormous faith with which she had been raised to keep her spirits buoyant. 

... 

So!ftehow,-she'-W8$ able not only to maintain her faith in the goodness of her Creator, but also' to uplift her own loving family 

a~d: fri_eryds,. Her:'~ __ count is, never -self-righteous or self-pitying. The Way I See It unashamedly shares the author's deepest feel· 

-,in_g'-"s e.-an.-d_h_e1p.,_s,_u_.s-al_l'-f-ac_e_ch_.a-lle-ng_,e_w_it_h _'e-ne_w_•d_•_P'_'rit-ua_1 _s1_re_ngt_h_. -----------------11",' _,---,-'<~ii~?']"'",,,, 

MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR DRIVING TIME THIS SUMMER - WITH 
THESE INSPIRATIONAL TAPES BY WORLD RENOWNED SPEAKERS! 

PATHWAYS FROM RABBI YISSOCHER FRAND'S 
OF THE PROPHETS AUDIO CASSETIE SERIES 

RABBI YISROElREISMAN'S series of Audio Tapes 

6 cassettes, including such topics 
as A Sense of Mourning; lisha B' Av 
on Shabbos; David's Last Battle: 
fpotsteps of Moshiach 

2-cassettes explaining 
selections from the Klnnos 

Ideas, llackgrrmml, 
ilashkafah - tr111!11dies 
past and hope for the 

CASSETTES INCl.IJDE!D 
IN THIS SERIES: 

• Minhagim of the Three Weeks 
•Women Fasting on 17th Tamuz, Tisha 

B'Av and Yorn Kippur 

•Fasting on Tisha B'Av: Is It For 
Everyone? •Tisha B'Av Thoughts 

•Rebuilding the Sais HaMlkdash: 

What Can We Do? 
•Tu B'av 
•Making A Zecher Le'Churban 
•Determining the Date of Moshiach's Arrival 

The complete binder set collection • ---------·----··----··----·---
.~. by Rabbi Reisman Is available! The complete audio library by Rabbi Frand Is available! 

·µ.· Available at your local Hebrew bookstore or call: 1-800-MESORAH • In NYS: (718) 921-9000 • FAX: (718) 680-1875 • www.artscrolf.com 


