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It costs nothing to ensure your
child has the best of everything.

ALL PROGRAMS ARE PERFORMED AT CLIENT' S
HOME, FREE OF CHARGE AND INCLUDE:

# CORE & SUPPLEMENTAL EVALUATIONS

# SPEECH & LANGUAGE THERAPY

B PHYSICAL & OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY

W FAMELY AND/OR NUTRITIONAL TRAINING & COUNSELING

#% SOCIAL WORK

B SPECIAL INSTRUCTION

B NURSING

B BI-LINGUAI THERAPISTS (YIDDISH,
RUSSIAN, HEBREW AND OTHER LANGUAGES)

® THE PEACE OF MIND THAT COMES FROM WORKING

WITH SHOMER SHABBOS, WARM AND CARING THERAPISTS
AND PROFESSIONALS

NYC Regional Office: 1100 Coney Island Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11230

At Amerikids, our early intervention programs are more than
just among the best available in the state, they're also free.
That means you get the levet of professionatism - and
performance that only one of the state’s top healthcare
providers can deliver, and you get it with no out of pocket
cost to you.

Think about it, a program custom tailored to the unigue
needs of your child and implemented with an eye towards
your child’s future - all delivered in the comfort of your own
home...and all for free. And because we’re part of the
Americare Family of Companies ~ a company with over two
decades of experience as a leader in healthcare services, you
know your child is getting the absolute best care possible.

If your child is between newborn and age three, and
needs help with talking, walking, feeding, paying attention
or getting along with others, you may be eligible for our free
Early Intervention Program.

Calt us today to give your child the best of everything...
today and tomorrow.

amevikids
EARLY INTERVENTION PROGRAM

?jﬁ“@g@“g@@@ ext, 3510

Corp. Office: 718-256-6000  Westchester Office: 014-696-3200  www.americareny.com.
The early intervention program is funded and reguiated by the NY State Dept. of Health, and in NYC by the NYC Dept. of Menta! Health, Mental Retardation and Alcoholism Services.



bbl Paysach J Krohn, one of the mosi soughf aﬂer Jewush speakers today and author of the mmensely popuiar' o
* ArtSeroll Maggid book series, travels the world, attracting and inspiring audiences young and old. - . s
During his international travels, Rabbi Krohn meets every variety of Jew and collects their fascmatmg trie stornes In hrs Lo :
new volume, he shares scores of never-before-printed stories — gathered from four continents, each meticulously verified -~
and brought to vivid life by his considerable taients. : . IR
_ Reflections of the Maggid promises to be Rabbi Krohn's best coHect:on yet'

. by Rabbi Paysach J. Krohn

R;bbi Avigdor Miller 5¥1 was one of the
edolim of our time. He was tireless — in his -
tearning, his teaching, and his striving for per-
sonal growth. :
The inimitable logic, wit, and candor of his dis
courses captivated, uplifted, educated, and
encouraged. The essence of his thought, which
he presented in his meticulously prepared lec-
tures, is captured in this first volume of essays
compiled from his recorded lectures. This com-
peliing selection is dedicated to talks he gave on
Love of G-d; Marriage; Children, and . Compiled and
Shabbos, and it includes a list of every source  Annotated by Rabhbi

referenced in the essays. Simcha Bunim Cohen

abbi Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld was the
illustrious Rav of the Old Yishuv of
Jerusalem during the British Mandate and the
Arab anti-Semitic uprisings.

His great-grandson has compiled Reb Yosef
Chaim’s comments on the parashah, resulting in
this outstanding collection of insights, com-
ments and interpretations of the weekly Torah
reading. This volume presents gems of Torah
wisdom written in a readable, fluid style that wiit
Epitﬁ readers on every.ievel. What could Compiled by Rabbi Shiomo

e better than enhancing your Shabbos
with the timeless words of Rabhi Yoset Zalman Sonnenfeld
Chaim Sonnenfeld?

srepared for publication by Yonason Resenblum
and Jeremy Kagan, this book tackles ques-
tions that are highly troubling to many people: Why
do people suffer? Why, especially, do righteous peo-
ple and even children sometimes have to bear terrj-
ble agonies? How should a G-d-feafing person view
the Holocaust? What is Divine justice?

The greatest gift one couid give a person for-
mented bylife-threatening disease or intractable pain
is the knowiedge that his or her suffering is not mean-
ingless nor does # occur by chance, Rabbi Kirzner
dug deeply into his own suffering, mining gems of
R 3%% ‘?%E ﬂE! E}E{ E{Eﬁ ner understanding, wisdom and faith o passonto others,

“Forfunate will be parents whe
study this work and fellow s
advice” ~ Rabbi Shiomo Woibe

eauttfully written, with an uplifting biend of

wit and candor, this book is a joy to read.
More importantly, adopting the author’s posi-
tive mindset and putting into practice the tech-
niques he clearly describes will benefit every
member of your household now, and for many
years to come.

The book features a chapter of “Frequently
Asked Questions” on chinuch, and many chap-
ters include a "Question and Answer” section
responding to actual issues raised by parents,

ow would the world look i everyone
behaved according to Jewish law in busi-
ness and in bein adam f'chaveiro matters? This -
book based on the author's original work,
Halichos Olam, systematically discusses - the
| Iaws that guarantee a harmonious, humane, .|
ethical society. Topics are realistic and fammar
For example: :

by Rabhi Dov Brezak

his thought-provoking book will challenge,
.. amaze, and amuse you as you discover the
- angwers to these and many other deep and not-so-
.. deep questions. The author Max Anteby, Senior
-~ International Lecturer for Alsh HaTorah/Discovery, S T e Y
~-has intrigued and entertained thousands of people “* You are' buying a new refrigerator
" in over 50 cities. A Shaar Press book. _%on line.” Are you permitted to go to
~a local appliance store to see what nt

-+ How come some people are givers " jooks Ilke?

. -and others are takers?

by Rabbi _-f’ |
Avmhom Ehrman T

: '_'a Are you requnred to revea! negatrve
- information regarding a potential shid-
duch, even :f you are not asked" .

= Why is gravity not just a good tdea,
it’s also the law? .-

by Max Anteby | = i
S Y __w Are 1here guldelmes about what takes precedence for L

Lo tzedakah? o7 :
i ThlS isa book ‘that could make the w0r1d a better place! o

-» How does Darwmlsm prove the sur-'
vwal of a theory?

e ® Is seelng behevmg"
J

Avan'abfe at your foca! Hebrew bookstore or caH i —800 MESORAH . !n NYS ( 71' 8) 92! 9000 FAX ( 71‘ 8) 680—|r 875 wwwartscroﬂ com. :
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For EverRY JEwisH CHILD... A CHANCE

Avi Schick

L. THE BURDENS OF
EXPLOSIVE GROWTH

he growth and development of
I the network of yeshivos and day
schools across the United States
is perhaps the American Jewish com-
munity’s single greatest achievement of
the last half-century. Few observers of
American Jewish life immediately after
World War 11 would have believed that
by the beginning of the 21st century
there would be more than 700 Jewish
schools educating more than 200,000
full-time students. Fewer still might have
believed that the overwhelming major-
ity of those schools and students would
be Orthodox.

As with all rapid growth, the explo-
sive increase of yeshivos has come with
growing pains. The development and
maintenance of yeshivos is enormously
expensive. As yeshiva enrollment has
increased, so has the cost of education,
To a greater degree than ever before, par-
ents are now expected to bear that cost,

For many parents, yeshiva tuition is
a welcome expense; others fulfill their
obligations somewhat more grudging-
ly. For too many parents, the process of
enrolling their children in yeshivos and
day schools is uncomfortable. The
application and interview process can at
times appear to be as concerned witha
parent’s finances as with a child’s future.

Avi Schick js Deputy Counset to New York State
Attorney General Elliot Spitzer. The opinions
expressed in this article are his own.

Frum, commitied parents grin and
bear it; it is impossible to calculate the
effect on those only marginally inter-
ested in obtaining a yeshiva education
for their children.

Yet yeshivos are for the most part still
underfinanced, and their Rabbeim and
teachers still underpaid. The crushing
tuition burden that confronts many par-
ents is still insufficient to fund first-class
facilities, and both lirmudei kodesh and
secular studies programs would be
enhanced if money were more plenti-
ful. Thus, we are faced with the conun-
drum of parents who are often asked to
pay more than they can afford while
yeshivos still Jack the funds necessary to
properly educate their students.

It is against this backdrop that the
United States Supreme Court’s decision
this past June in Zelman v. Strnmons-
Harris was received. In that case, the
Court held that a Cleveland, Ohio, pro-
gram that provided school vouchers 1o
underprivileged students in underper-
forming public schools, and allowed
those vouchers to be used to pay for an
education at other schools — including
religious schools — was constitutional.

Within hours of the Supreme Court’s
decision, the national Agudah office was
receiving calls from relieved parents
inquiring about where they can obtain
their voucher applications. Who could
blame them? For years, politicians have
been promising them some form of
“tuition relief,” and the promise of
vouchers is viewed as the quickest way
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Fiscal Viability
of our Yeshivos

to secure the support of the Orthodox
electorate. Now that the Supreme Court
had ruled that vouchers were constitu-
tional, the inquiring parents were sim-
ply looking to collect on that promise.

Unfortunately, even after the Zelman
decision, the likelihood is that vouch-
ers will remain a false promise for almost
all yeshiva parents for some time to
come. That 15 not to say there is no
immediate benefit to be derived from
the Zelman decision.

Some schools and students may
indeed benefit from the implementation
of voucher programs. Beyond that, the
Zelman decision alters the political and
legal landscape in ways that should make
government more receptive to provid-
ing assistance to students attending reli-
gious schools. But to obtain that assis-
tance, one must comprehend the
current economic, political and legal
realities and the limitations that they
impose.

L ECONOMIC REALITIES

{speaking anonymously), “Vouchers
are a creature of budget surpluses.
Constitutionality is second to the ques-
tion of government ability to pay.”!
To date, there have been limited
voucher programs implemented in a
handfu} of localities. In each instance,
the program was appropriately charac-

In the words of one federal judge

! Hamilton, Findlaw’s Legal Commentary, July
i, 2002
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terized as “experimental” because it was
available only to a small group of stu-
dents residing within a particular city or
school district. The purpose of the
“experiment” was to attemnpt to deal
effectively with failing students in fail-
ing schools.

These experiments only increase the
cost to government, at least in the short
term. They require an investment of sev-
eral thousand dollars per student with-
out providing a concomitant reduction
in the funds that must be provided to
the public schools that the voucher stu-
dents are leaving,

Unlike corporations, governments
rarely experiment, because that process
requires short term expenditures and
offers only the hope of long-term gains.
Govermiment is rarely that farsighted,
even when running a surplus. Now that
the surpluses of the 1990s are being
replaced by huge budget deficits, it is
unlikely that there will be a willingness
to incur the additional expense neces-
sary to implement even a limited vouch-
er program.

Any lobbying effort aimed at obtain-
ing increased aid for yeshivos must take
into account the current economic cli-
mate. Given the deficits that are cur-
rently being reported, it may be an inop-
portune moment to advocate on behalf
of expensive, new programs.

"That is not to say that one must wait
for the economy to improve before lob-
bying for increased assistance for
yeshiva students. But it does counsel
in favor of seeking ways in which to
establish the principle that government
has an obligation to assist all students
— even those attending religious
schools — without exacerbating the
current fiscal crisis faced by state and
local legislatures.

II LEGAL OBSTACLES

ven after we get beyond the cur-
Erent economic crisis and its impact

on vouchers, there remain legal
questions about the legality of voucher
programs. As strange as this may seem
to non-lawyers, the Supreme Court’s
decision in Zelman wiil in all likelihood

The Jewish Observer, October 2002

mark the beginning, not the end, of the

legal wrangling over vouchers.
Education policy and funding is

largely set by the States, and States that

unpalatable to peshives. Requiring
yeshivos to refrain from maintaining an
admissions policy that favors Jewish chil-
dren could effectively strip them of their

U nlike corporations, governments rarely
experiment, because that process requires
short ferm expenditures and offers only the
hope of long-term gains. Government is rarely
that farsighted, even when running ¢ surplus.

attempt to implement vouchers will
probably be challenged by voucher
opponents invoking state constitution-
al prohibitions. Federal courts will also
be faced with new challenges to vouch-
er programs that are implemented
without all of the features and safeguards
present in the Cleveland program
approved in Zelman.

The Supreme Court cited numerous
features of the Cleveland program that
made it especially sympathetic. These
include the fact that vouchers exercised
at a neighboring public school are
worth two to three times as much as
vouchers used at private schools; that
participation was limited to families
earning no more than twice the feder-
al poverty level; that all schools partic-
ipating in the voucher program — pub-
lc or private — are required to accept
students “in accordance with rules and
procedures established by the state
superintendent of education,” induding
rules that prohibit participating schools
from discriminating in admission based
on “race, religion or ethnic back-
ground™; and that schools that accept-
ed the vouchers were not permitted to
charge voucher students more than $250
above the $2250 (maximum) value of
the vouchers.

Although the Court noted the pres-
ence of these features, it did not state
whether any or all of them are consti-
tutionally relevant or required. Some of
the features would be particularly

character as Jewish schools.

A Cleveland-style limit on family
earnings and a strict cap on the amount
of any tuition co-payment would also
limit the efficacy of vouchers within the
Orthodox community. While there is no
doubt that there are many yeshiva fam-
ilies whose income would fall within the
approved limits and who currently pay
a limited amount of tuition, most
yeshivos simply cannot afford to enroll
large numbers of students paying less
than $2500 (which is the maximum pay-
ment permitted in the Cleveland pro-
gram). There is also reason to suspect
that if there is no limit on tuition co-
payments, schools might not apprecia-
bly lower the tuition they charge.2

Any voucher program implemented
without some or all of the features pres-
ent in the Cleveland program upheld by
the Courts will occasion new federal
court challenges. In light of the fact that
the Zeltman court was itself sharply
divided, it is impossible to be certain that
these challenges will be unsuccessful.

% In an effort to support yeshivos and day schools
that accept students without a Jewish education
background, the Avi Chai Foundation has pro-
vided $2,500 per student for approximately 2500
students enrolied in more than 75 different
schools. In a follow-up study, they noted that the
grants “have not had an appreciable irnpact on
tuition charges. Participating schools have not
reduced tuition or offered scholarships to these
students as a consequence of the philanthropic
support they have received.” Marvin Schick, The
Effectiveness Of Preparatory Tracks Int Jewish Day
Schools, Avi Chai {2002).
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The “Blaine Amendment” Factor

be based largely on what are

known as “Blaine Amendments.”
They are named for James G. Blaine, a
Congressman and Senator from Maine,
Blaine worked tirelessly but unsuccess-
fully in the mid-1870’s to win passage
of an amendment to the United States
Constitution that would have gone far
beyond the First Amendment prohibi-
tions with respect to religion and would
have banned all assistance to religious
institutions.’

Although Blaine’s efforts failed,
more than thirty states’ constitutions
contain similar provisions.?

Although the precise language varies
from state to state, the gist of the pro-
visions is that they prohibit the expen-
diture of public funds to aid religious

State constitutional challenges will

3 Blaine’s proposed amendment, introduced on
December 14, 1875, read as follows: “No State shall
make any law respecting an establishment of reli-
gion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; and
no money raised by taxation in any state for the
support of public schools, or derived from any
public fund therefor, nor any public lands devot-
ed thereto, shall ever be under the control of any
religious sect, nor shall any money so raised or
jands so devoted be divided between religious sects
or denominations.”

% Blaine’s proposed amendrment actually passed
the House of Representatives with the required
two-thirds supermajority. It received a majority
of the votes, but not the required supermajority,
in the Senate,
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schools, In “tribute” to the late Senator,
these state constitutional prohibitions on
aid to religious institutions are known
as “Blaine Amendments.”

New York’s Blaine Amendment,’
adopted in 1894, prohibits the State
from spending “public money ... . direct-
ly or indirectly . . in aid or maintenance
of any school or institution of learning
wholly or in part under the control or
direction of any religious denomination,
or in which any denominational tenet
or doctrine is taught.”

In Zelman, the Supreme Court ruled
that the United States constitution is vio-
lated only when the challenged gov-
ernment program does not have a "sec-
ular legislative purpose” or if its
“primary or principal effect is to
advance religion.” The Court correctly
found that the Cleveland voucher pro-
gram had a secular purpose (to offer
educational choice to students in under-
performing schools) and did not have

5 In fact, Congress required several prospective
States to include such provisions in their consti-
tutions as a condition for admission into the
Union.

& New York is particularly relevant, because more
than two-thirds of the total number of the nation’s
veshiva students reside there; more than a third
of that total reside in Brooklyn alone. (Marvin
Schick, A Census of Jewish Day Schools in the Unit-
ed States, Avi Chal, 2000). In any event, other States
that have Blaine Amendments include California,
Florida, Illinois, Massachusetts, Michigan and
Pennsylvania.

the effect of advancing religion (since the
use of a voucher at a religious school was
triggered by private parental choice, and
is not attributable to the government).

The Blaine Amendment is not, at first
glance, interested in inquiries concern-
ing purpose and effect. It appears to
impose a blanket prohibition on any aid
to religious schools. There can be no
doubt that voucher opponents will
invoke the Blaine Amendment in their
efforts to defeat voucher programs.

In fact, voucher opponents almost
certainly overstate the reach of the
Blaine Amendment’s restrictions. What-
ever the precise boundaries of its pro-
hibitions, the Blaine Amendment is
certainly flexible enough to permit cer-
tain forms of aid. For example, New York
courts have said that it permits the State
to provide textbooks to students attend-
ing parochial schools, and New York
State Attorney General Eliot Spitzer - for
whom I work - recently issued a report
concluding that the State can signifi-
cantly increase the aid that it provides
to parochial school students without
running afoul of the Blaine prohibitions’.

It has been nearly thirty-five years
since New York’s highest court last vis-
ited the issue of Blaine’s reach. Advocates
on either side of the issue would be
doing their clients a disservice if they
attempted to predict with any degree of
certainty how New York courts would
currently construe the Blaine Amend-
ment.® While it is possible that the Court
would narrowly construe its prohibi-
tions, it is just as likely that if confronted
with the question today, it would find
that a voucher program violates the State
constitution.’

7 Attorney General’s Report on Nen-Fublic
Education, May 2002.

& State constitutional challenges to voucher pro-
grams have had mixed results in the few cases
decided to date.

¥ As one prominent voucher advocate has noted,
“The Blaine amendment is still part of the New
York Constitution. It is unciear how the courts
would respond to school-choice legislation that
would provide tuition relief to parents who want
to send their children to religious schools” Viterit-
ti, “Choosing Equality: Religious Freedom and
Education Opportunity Under Constitutional
Federalism,” 15 Yale Law & Policy Review 113
(1998).
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In sum, there are sufficient ambigu-
ities to call into question the permissi-
bility of such programs in Blaine
states.'? There can be little doubt that the
significant legal uncertainties will affect
the political realities. It will be an
uphill battle to obtain legislative
approval of programs about which
there is a legitimate legal dispute.

IV. POLITICAL CLIMATE

for vouchers that one hears in

Orthodox circles, it remains the
case that they are not wildly popular
with the general public. Voucher oppo-
nents have prevailed in the few instances
in which the issue was placed before the
voters in a referendum. New York pub-
lic school parents also recently rejected
the chance to have five failing public
schools turned over to a private opera-
tor that promised to spend millions of
dollars to improve those schools.

Those who would believe that the
Zelman decision will quickly usher in
voucher programs across the nation
would do well to consider the status of
tuition tax credit programs. It has been
almost twenty years since the Supreme
Court gave its approval to a Minneso-
ta program that provided a tax credit to
parents who incurred education expens-
es - cven if those expenses were
imcurred at a religious school. Despite
the unguestioned legality of such pro-
grams, few states have implemented or
even seriously considered them.

We must therefore recognize that
without the support of other con-
stituency groups, voucher programs will
not garner even serious consideration in
state legislatures, And while the Jewish
commumnity does have allies who sup-
port vouchers, their interests differ in

For all of the unquestioned support

W Another prominent voucher advocate recent-
ly wrote that even after the Zelman decision, “sup-
porters of school choice must not believe we have
moved on from the endless court battles. . . . A
heavy set of shackles {was] removed, but there is
yet another bail and chain to be dealt with: the
Blaine Amendments.” Treene, “The Grand Finale
is Just the Beginning: School Choice and the Com-
ing Battle Over Blaine Amendments” {Federalist
Society, 2002).

several crucial respects.

There are at least three other groups
whose support for vouchers is crucial if
they are ever to become a reality: the
Catholic Church, inner-city minorities,
and free-market conservatives.

The majority of non-public school
students in the United States attend
Catholic schools, and no institution
would reap more benefits than the
Catholic Church from the widespread
implementation of vouchers. But their
interests differ from the Jewish com-
munity’s in some important ways. Most

1Y

E significantly, Catholic schools do not
limit their enrollment to Catholics. To
the contrary, they actively seek to enroll
non-Catholics,

The challenges facing Catholic
schools are also far different than those
facing yeshivos. While yeshivos are expe-
riencing an enroliment that is increas-
ing by 2-3 percent a year, Catholic
schools have been losing students. They
see vouchers primarily as a tool to help
them boost enrollment; they are not
nearly as concerned as is the Jewish com-
munity with relieving the tuition bur-
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den confronting private-school parents.

The effect of this divergence is two-
fold. First, Catholic schools have no rea-
son to object to voucher programs that
require — as did the Cleveland program
upheld in Zelman - all participating
schools to admnit students “in accordance
with rules and procedures established by
the state superintendent of education,”
and regardless of “religion or ethnic
background.”

Second, because they are not moti-
vated primarily by economic concerns,
Catholic schools are unlikely to be
bothered by rules that require — again,
as the Cleveland program did — that
vouchers be limited (i} to children liv-
ing at or near the federal poverty levels;
(i} to a maximum of $2250 per stu-
dents; and (iii} to schools that agree not

to charge voucher students a tuition co-
payment of more than $250 above the
value of the vouchers.

These requirements, or others like
thern, will not preclude low-income par-
ents from benefiting from vouchers but
- as noted above - will render them of
limited utility to most Jewish schools
and students.

Jewish and Catholic groups have long
been allied in the battle to obtain gov-
ernment assistance for their schools and
students. Nevertheless, it remains likely
that in the face of the inevitable opposi-
tion from voucher opponents, there will
be attempts to compromise that will fail
to accommodate the Jewish community’s
needs. It is unreasonable to expect the
Catholic Church to risk their chance of
obtaining vouchers by insisting on pro-
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visions that are of no interest to them.

Similar fissures are likely to develop
with other powerful groups whose
support for vouchers is necessary if they
are to become a reality. The few local-
ities that implemented vouchers did so
largely to address the complaints of
minority, inner-city parents unhappy
with their children’s public schools.
Inner-city parents remain the most
potent wild card in any discussion about
vouchers; their support of vouchers
would certainly alter the debate dra-
matically, In the cities that have imple-
mented voucher programs, the Ortho-
dox community has worked closely with
their leadership to help gain the support
necessary for those programs.

But not only is it unclear whether
there is widespread support for vouch-
ers in most mineority communities, it
is unlikely that if their support exist-
ed, it would necessarily extend to
voucher programs that would benefit
Jewish schools. A voucher program
constructed to address the concerns of
inner-city families would look very
much like the voucher program imple-
mented in Cleveland — and for good
reason, because Cleveland’s program
was adopted to address those concerns.
But as noted above, such a program is
of questionable value to the Jewish
community.

Finally, free-market conservative
groups that support vouchers are inter-
ested mostly in “breaking” the public
school monopoly on education. Again,
their interests do not dovetail all that
neatly with the Orthodox community’s
interests.

These differences hardly mattered
when vouchers were just a figment of
Professor Milton Friedman’s imagina-
tion.!! In the face of total opposition
to vouchers, all interested groups were
able to set aside any differences and
advocate on behalf of vouchers. But if
vouchers are going to become a reali-
ty, the details matter. And the Ortho-
dox frankiy need details that its allies
do not.

! Priedman is the Nobel-Prize-winning Uni-
versity of Chicago economist who first conceived
of education vouchers in 1945.
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V. WHERE WE GO FROM HERE

his discussion of the obstacles to
I vouchers is important when
considering alternative forms
of aid for Orthodox schools and stu-
dents. The singular pursuit of vouch-
ers might be worthwhile, regardless of
how unlikely it is to succeed, if there
were no other forms of assistance that
would benefit yeshiva parents. In fact,
however, a number of worthwhile pro-
grams are being neglected.

The most obvious and beneficial
program that would address the Ortho-
dox community’s needs are tuition tax
credits. In 1973, the Supreme Court
struck down a New York State tax cred-
it program whose fatal flaw was that it
only benefitted parents whose children
were enrolled in private schools. Since
nearly all private school children were in

religious schools, the Court held that the |

New York program impermissibly ben-
efited religion.

A decade later, in 1983, the Supreme
Court approved a Minnesota tax credit
program that fixed that problem by mal-
ing the tax credits available to parents of
all schoolchildren. Tax credits cost less
than vouchers, and have the added
political benefit of not requiring gov-

ernment to write a check. While vou or |

I may see no appreciable difference
between my giving you $1000 or reliev-
ing you of your obligation to pay me
$1000, it remains the case that it is eas-
ier to get the government to forgive a
$1000 obligation than to write a $1000
check.

Tax credits are also far less hikely than
vouchers to be struck down by the courts,
because under such programs the con-
nection between government funds and
the religious school is nonexistent, or at
least extraordinarily attenuated. There is
also no divergence of interest among
advocacy groups or the likelihood that the
program can or will be constructed in a
way that is contrary to the needs and
interests of the Orthodox community.

There are also other more direct forms
of aid that could be obtained. This past
May, New York State Attorney General
Eliot Spitzer released a report that rec-
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ommended that the State provide
increased assistance to non-public school
students in the areas of remedial educa-
tion, computer hardware, teacher train-
ing and special education.

The Attorney General contributed a
lengthy legal opinton that concludes that
there is no legal or constitutional imped-
iment to the implementation of the rec-
ommended programs. In 2000, the
Supreme Court held that local school dis-
tricts could use federal fands to buy com-
puters that were then loaned to religious
schools.

This is not to suggest that getting tax
credits and these other proposals enact-
ed will come easily. To the contrary,
achieving even these more limited gains
will take a great deal of work. But they
are far more likely than vouchers to win
legislative approval.

It would be ironic or worse if these
other, more readily available forms of aid
that would bring some measure of
trnmediate relief to overburdened schools
and farnilies were ignored in the pursuit
of vouchers. Moreover, adoption of any
or all of these programs would help fur-
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ther the principle that government is obli-
gated to assist all schoolchildren, regard-
less of where they attend school. The Jew-
ish community’s foremost goal should be
to establish that principle.

VL. ARE WE DOING ENOUGH?
here is one other point worth not-
I ing when considering the appro-
priate approach toward securing
tunding for yeshivos. The importance
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and the centrality of Jewish education
to sustained Jewish life is widely
acknowledged. Despite this, it remains
the case that yeshiva education does not
receive the appropriate level of support
from within the Jewish community.
Federations have long been criticized
for their tepid support for Jewish
education. But we must also ask
whether the Orthodox community
provides its yeshivos with the support
they deserve.

We are a community of enormous
chessed and tzedakka. From kimpiturins
to chevra kadishas, every aspect of Jew-
ish life is provided to those who can-
not afford it on their own. Those who
need a helping hand — with a job, with
food for Shabbos, clothing for their
children or medical care for a family
member - need only to extend their
own hand. The community willingly
bears the burden of supporting those
who need its help in a remarkably gra-
cious manner.

Yet, when it comes to educating our

12

children, families are much more like-
ly to be told that this is their burden
to bear alone. Why does a communi-
ty that is so sensitive to the economic
and social needs of its members not
bring that same sensitivity and gen-
erosity to the educational needs of its
children?

As the Orthodox community looks
to government to meet its obligations
to its schoolchildren, it needs to look
inward as well, to question whether it
has lived up to its responsibility to
those very same children.

VIi. CONCLUSION

he Supreme Court’s decision in
I Zelman was an important vic-
tory for those who advocate on
behalf of students attending religious
schools, and presents the Jewish com-
munity with an opportunity to renew
its case for increased government aid
for its schools.

The history of the civil rights move-
ments of the last fifty years teaches that
great legal victories effecting societal
change are not often achieved with a
single swipe at the brass ring. They are
more likely to come about after a
process that requires the accumulation
of many small victories, each estab-
lishing a principle leading inexorably
toward an ultimate goal. The pursuit
of support for Jewish schools and
schoolchildren should be approached
in much the same manner.

At this time, the goal should be to
establish the principle that government
has an obligation toward all school-
children ~ even those choosing to
attend religious schools - without
focusing too heavily on the dollar value
of that aid. After that principle is firm-
ly established, one can set about to
maximize its effect.

If all of the community’s efforts are
geared toward winning approval of
voucher programs, it will not only
overlook more realistic opportunities
to obtain immediate aid for its schools,
but also delay if not deny the day when
government recognizes its obligation
to our children. ]

The Jewish Observer, Qctober 2002



For EvERY JEWISH CHILD... A CHANCE

Vouchers: An Idea
Whose Time Has Come

Schick is Both Right and Wrong

vi Schick has written a brilliant

and insightful article. [ am

reminded of a remark made to
me many years ago when I was a student
in Bais Medrash L'Torah in Chicago. My
rebbe was the beloved Rabbi Nochum
Sachs 93¢y, During the shiur I asked what
apparently was a very good question. |
shall never forget Rabbi Sachs’s
response. He paused, Jooked at me, and
said, “Tverski, you are a hundred per-
cent right. Now I show you ver you're
wrong.” I can only respond, “Schick, you
are 2 hundred percent right. Now let me
show you where you're wrong,

Schick is right. A whole host of eco-
nomic, legal and political obstacles will
have to be overcome before vouchers
become a reality. The barriers appear
formidable. But...there are other real-
ities that he has not taken into
account. Vouchers is an idea whose
time has come. The power of an idea
that is simply right is a force to be
reckoned with. Education is not the
sole prerogative of the state. The
notion that “public schools” are neu-
tral and not value-laden with the pre-
vailing zeitgeist is nonsense, They are
not really public schools, but state
schools run and administered by state
or city employees, They do not reflect
the values and interests of many
groups in society whase values and
lifestyles are either not respected or
scorned by the system. A free society
would recognize that educating chil-
dren is the foremost civil right that
should reside with individual citizens,
not the state. Of course, the state has
an interest to see to it that appropri-
ate educational standards are met. But

Dr. Twerski, a member of the Editorial Board of
The Jewish Qbserver, is a professor in Brooklyn
Law School and serves as chairman of the board
of Agudath Israel of America’s Commission on
Legislation and Civic Action.
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the state should not have 2a monopoly
on education. To give the right to par-
ents to educate their children, and then
tell them that we only support our sys-
tem and vou are to sink or swim on
your own, is for altogether too many,
a cruel hoax.

The Supreme Court opinion in Zel-
man 1s of far greater import than
inferred from Schick’s articde. The
narrow holding of the opinion that the
Cleveland voucher system does not vio-
late the establishment clause, even
though a large percentage of the funds
will go to support children who attend
religious schools, is significant. Far
more important is the breakthrough
that parents who seck vouchers and an
out from public school education have
a legitimate claim on the public fiscal
resource. 1 know that is not the direct
holding of Zelman. But the public per-
ception will be that those who have
been clamoring for vouchers for years
on end deserve a serious hearing.

What about the political and eco-
nomic difficulties that stand in our way?
Small constituencies can have a power-
ful impact on the agenda in government.
In many states and in Congress, key fig-

A Response by Aaron Twerski

ures can decide that one program or
another should be given some attention.
Voices that are unabated and speak with
a sense of moral rectitude can get their
cause heard. Witness the recent success
by a small group of advocates to get leg-
islation passed in New York that will
force insurers to pay for the cost of infer-
tility treatments, Their cause was just
and the pressure by a small group sup-
porting the bill was relentless. Evervone
knows that the cost of insurance will
have to rise to meet this need. But it was
an idea whose time had come.

COALITION POLITICS

chick argues that tuition voucher

plans that would satisfy Catholics

and blacks will be of little assistance
to yeshivos. This is simply not the case,
The number of children in yeshivos from
homes that are at the poverty level is
staggering. The financial impact of
vouchers on the betterment of educa-
tion is incalculable.

Furthermore, Schick assumes that we
will have to be subservient to Catholic
and black groups in advocating which
plans should be submitted to govern-
ment. To the contrary. The experience
that we have had to date with vouchers
{as well as other issues) is that they seek
our involvement and support. They
need to break the false perception that
all Jews are opposed to anything that
smacks of state aid to private education.
They need desperately to broaden their




base. They need our political and finan-
cial resources to help mount a campaign
for vouchers. We will be equals at the
bargaining table.

THE LEGAL LANDSCAPE

stitutional provisions (the Blaine
Amendment) may block vouchers
even though they may not violate the
federal constitution. I do not have the
gift of prophecy. But courts have the

S chick points out that the state con-
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good sense not only to recognize an idea
who time has come but to ignore an idea
whose time has gone. The Blaine
Amendment was passed in an era when
fear and hate of the Catholic church was
rampant. It has no firepower today.

As to the seemingly confining lan-
guage of the Blaine Amendment, Schick
correctly notes that the language is suf-
ficiently broad to allow for vouchers. It
will be especially difficult for courts to
deny blacks who seek to exit the public
school system that has served them so
poorly on the ground of a hundred-
year-old constitutional amendment
written to deflect an enemy that no
longer exists. The blunt fact is that the
bugaboo of the state support of religion
is not a real problem today. In a world
where one has to worry about switch-
blades, drugs and lewd behavior in the
public schools, the issue of subsilento
support for religion is not foremost in
the minds of the body politic. To be sure,
there is some fear of the Christian reli-
gious right, but the church-state issue
has lost its steam.

CONCLUSION

financed and politically-sound cam-

paign for vouchers. First, we are like-
ly to be more successful than we ever
dreamed. The new ingredient in the
political mix— minorities who want out
of the public schools — is of vital sig-
nificance. Second, when we argue for
vouchers as a matter of right, we are like-
ly to receive benefits for such items as
tax credits and aid for special education.
Third, we will create ad hoc political
coalitions with blacks, Catholics, and
other groups that will serve us well on
a host of issues that are important to our
communities.

Avi Schick has done us a service by
forcing us to confront the obstacles that
we must overcome before vouchers
become a reality. But I detect a note of sur-
render in his writing. My view is much
more optimistic. The time is right for an
assault on the citadel of state monopoly
of education, and our community should
be in the front line of the battle. |

I tis important that we mount a well-
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For EveRry JEwisH CHILD... A CHANCE

rofessor Twerski and [ agree and
P disagree. We agree that “the num-

ber of children in yeshivos from
homes that are at the poverty level is
staggering,” and that they need imme-
diate relief. We disagree, however, on the
prescription. Professor Twerski is
wrong when he suggests that “a
well-financed and politically
sound campaign for vouchers” is
what they need.

Professor Twerski believes
that “vouchers is an idea whose
time has come,” and takes issue
with my assertion that future
voucher programs, like the one
approved in Zelman, will be
constructed in a manner that
lirnits their benefit to the Ortho-
dox community. He also sweeps
aside my concerns about the
Blaine Amendment, declaring
that “courts have the good sense
not only to recognize an idea whose time
has come but to ignore an idea whose
time has gone.” Finally, he writes that
minorities who want out of the public
schools will fuel the voucher drive.

VOUCHERS: NO VOTERS' BACKING,
NO USETO THE ORTHODOX

gift of prophecy. But the recent

experience with vouchers contra-
dicts his every supposition. As [ noted
in my article, vouchers do not enjoy the
support of most voters, or even most
minorities. Voucher advocates have not
prevailed in a single referendum, and
even the Reverend Floyd Flake — a
Queens minister and former Congress-
man who leads the Jargest African-
American church in New York City —
was unable to convince parents at five

Like Professor Twerski, I too lack the

i

failing public schools to allow those
schools to be operated by a for-profit
corporation that prornised to invest mil-
lions of dollars to improve them.

The experience in the three jurisdic-
tions — Cleveland, Florida and Mil-

waukee — that have implemented
vouchers to date is also instructive. In

|

i

A Rejoinder by Avi Schick

Zelman, the Supreme Court upheld
Cleveland’s voucher program, which
placed strict limits on the recipient fam-
ilies’ income and on the tuition co-pay-
ment participating schools were per-
mitted to charge, and required
participating schools to
adopt an admissions pol-
icy that barred discrimi-
nation on the basis of reli-
gion or ethnic
background. Not surpris-
ingly, there are no yeshiv-
os or yeshiva students par-
ticipating in Cleveland’s
voucher program.
Although one yeshiva
does participate in Mil-
waukee’s voucher pro-
gram, it has been con-
fronted with the difficult
task of responding to
applications from non-
Jewish students. However it has dealt
with that difficult issue, there is no doubt
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that the experience will be repeated and
that participating yeshivos will be scru-
tinized. Finally, Professor Twerski is
wrong when he declares that the Blaine
Amendment “has no firepower today.”
To the contrary, in early August — a
mere six weeks after the Zelman deci-
sion — a Florida court declared that
state’s voucher program unconstitu-
tional and in violation of Florida’s
Blaine Amendment.

The sum total of the experience,
then, is that (i) vouchers do not enjoy
widespread support among minorities
and other voters; (ii) the Blaine Amend-
ments pose a real threat to voucher pro-
grams; and (iii) voucher programs will
likely be constructed in a manner that
limits their utility within the Orthodox
Comnunity.

WANTED: COST-BENEFIT ANALYSIS

efore the Orthodox community
Bleads the “assault on the citadef of

state monopoly of education,”

someone ought to undertake to do a seri-
ous cost-benefit analysis of that effort.

A cost-benefit analysis looks not
only at the benefit that an action
might confer, but at the cost associ-
ated with that action. In economic
terms, a cost includes not only direct
or hard costs, but also “opportunity”
costs, For example, if one takes a day
off from work to visit an amusement
park, his total “cost” includes not only
the price of admission and trave] but
also the pay that one foregoes by not
working.

The single-minded pursuit of
vouchers is likely to yield few ben-
efits, and will come at the cost of
foregoing other, more attainable
forms of aid. Tax credits would be
easier to achieve than vouchers, and
there are 2 host of programmatic
proposals on the table that would
immediately benefit yeshivos and
their students. One ought to be
very careful before recommending
that the Orthodox community turn

their backs on those proposals.

Professor Twerski seems to concede
that those benefits are more realistically
attainable when he argues that by pur-
suing vouchers “we are likely to receive
benefits for such items such as tax cred-
its and aid for special education.” But
there is currently no place for those
items on the communal agenda because
vouchers has crowded out discussion of
less grandiose visions of state aid.
Organizations and communal leaders
all must compete for the attention and
support of their constituencies. In that
world, there is simply no currency in
promoting tax credits — which them-
selves require a fair bit of work before
they can be a reality — while others are
peddling vouchers.

ticipation in this dialogue, and hope
that it will serve as a catalyst for a
healthy debate and a renewed inquiry
into the approach that might best serve
the Orthodox community’s interest. l

Ithank Professor Twerski for his par-

_appearance
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Husbands,
lees and

_._3.:;:. 'Based on an address to a gathermg ‘of you'ng marrled yesh:va men by Rabbs Chalm Pmchas”
- Scheinberg, N"U"‘?VJ Hosh Hayeshrva of Yeshwa Torah Ore i In Jerusaiem and a sen;or member of_-:_ __

by Rabbi Shlomo Furst

WHAT GOES WRONG IN
CONTEMPORARY FAMILIES?

am frequen‘dy asked to‘help:people
deal w1th prob}ems of shaloni bayi:

moder_n soc:ety, even within ours
gious families. If unchecked, a sequence

of evenits begms that can unfortunat -

ly result in divorce.

I am not always able to determine -

the true initial cause of the problem.
When I question the couple, however,
the mutual answer that they usually
give is incompatibility and lack of
communication. [ ask them what hap-
pened to break up their relationship;
the couple was not always estranged.
Originally, the couple had felt that they
were compatible and there was com-
munication between them. The many
hours that they spent dating must have
been filled with conversation. During
the course of their courtship, they must
have compared their views about life
and their expectations regarding mar-
riage.

Weeks, perhaps months were spent
evaluating all the possibilities of a
Torah life together. There must have
been broad agreement about a variety

Rabbi Furst, who was a talmid of Rabbi Schein-
berg for fifteen years, serves as Mashgiach of Kol-
tel Ruach Chaim in Jerusalem.

E of 1mp0rtant Jife issues for them toboth _
”'_.agree 0 marry each other They looked

:Z'e\_ferything? Why did’ _théir.;i;-merriage
“bring them further apart rather than
“closer together?

COURTSHIP AND MARRIAGE:
A STUDY IN CONTRASTS

he ustual answer ~ which I believe

I to be a true one —is that it is easy

for a couple to enjoy casual

meetings, spending a pleasant evening

talking about topics that they enjoy.

After the date, they return to their homes
to lead their separate lives.

By contrast, life together as husband
and wife can result in a clash of per-
sonalities. Everyone has his or her par-
ticular pattern of behavior and way of
thinking, and this can lead, at least
temporally, to disharmony, When
faced with the many challenges of life,
spouses will not, at first, always agree
with each other because, until their
marriage, they were two separate indi-
viduals. Getting the two different per-
sonalities to merge and to live togeth-
er in harmony is the essence of

Marriage is not amatter of spending
an hour or two together.

When dating, both the man and the
woman seek to find favor in the eyes of
the other person. They will exert thern-
selves, to the limit, to make as nice a
showing as possible. They wil} each act
graciously, hoping to be seen as the per-
fect choice. People, however, cannot keep
up a show all the time; ves, it is possi-
ble for an hour or two, but marriage is
a lifetime experience.

THE CRUX OF THE MATTER:
BEING CAUTIOUS AND CARING

he crux of the matter, which is in
I fact the solution to many of our
problems, lies in the amount of
interest and motivation we devote to
being cautious and caring enough to
remain in control of ourselves to main-
tain our best behavior when trouble
threatens. Marriage challenges us to
strive and, therefore, rise above natural,
unthinking responses. Disagreements
and difficulties will always arise, but the
test — and the success of our efforts — is
determined by how we react.
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The same rule applies to our children.
Some children behave better than oth-
ers, some worse. Nonetheless, the father
and mother must take them in stride.
Patiently, parents must raise and edu-
cate their offspring in a gentle, kind-
hearted way.

Parents try to correct areas of stress
and difficulty with their children as
much as possible. Whatever they can do
will be done, for parents will persevere,
and not give up on their child. As dif-
ficult as the child may be, parents still
nurture hopes for their child. Unfortu-
nately, husband and wife do not always
feel that way about their marriage.
Sometimes they do give up. They may
feel that it does not pay to go on togeth-
er. The opposite, however, is true, for
divorce is not a solution. In fact, it cre-
ates more problems. There are new
issues of child custody, visitation and
alimony...and loneliness. In many
cases, the attitude that spouses are
expendable is not daas Torah.

Chazal teach us that one’s wife is
equivalent to the husband’s own body
—“ishto ke’gufo” The husband and wife
form a complete unit. The Zohar HaKa-
dosh refers to the woman as “plag guf”
— that is, half of the person. Until mar-
riage, there is separation — one physical
half here, the other physical half there.

Forging a bond of love, respect, and
kindness between a man and wife calls
for special effort because there was no
previous natural bond between them.
Living together, a joyful fusion of man
and wife — and consequently, providing
a conducive atmosphere for raising chil-
dren — is the great challenge that Haka-
dosh Baruch Hu expects us to live up to.

WHERE CHESSED BEGINS

he Gemora ( Sota 14a) teaches us
Tthat the Torah begins with chessed

and ends with chessed. The Torah
starts with an act of kindness — for, after
the sin of Adam Harishon, HaKadosh
Baruch Hu prepared special garments
for Adam and Chava. Furthermore, the
act of kindness was complete in its every
aspect, for the passuk in Bereishis 3,21
states that Hashem even dressed them.

The chachmei ha'mussar ( Torah ethi-
cists), however, ask: Was this act the true
beginning of chessed? The very creation
of Adam Harishon in Gan Eden was an
unmatched act of perfect kindness!

HaKadash Baruch Hu created Adam
Harishonwith His Divinely fashioned gif
{body) and neshama united and vibrant
in Gan Eden. Our highest spiritual
aspiration is for our neshamnos to reside
there. Obviously, the creation of Adam
Harishon was an act of kindness. Why
does the Gemora overlook this as the first
instance of Hashem's kindness to man,

and instead choose to cite the making of
clothes and dressing Adam Harishon as
Hashent's first act of kindness?

The answer that is given is that to do
chessed with Adam Harishon would be
very easy — in fact, effortless. Anyone
would feel honored — and it would be
our greatest pleasure — if, for example,
one were able to do chessed for the
Chofetz Chaim %"¥r. We would vie with
one another to be of some service to
such a great and blessed individual, and
we would feel no hardship or difficul-
ty in doing it. So much moreso for Adam

it feels better just to talk about it. That's
why we're here. Our staff is made up of
caring and sensitive individuals. Together,
we can help you explore your options. We
can refer you to recognized professionals
for counseling, legal advice or help in
finding a safe environment. We can also
put you in touch with some very speciat
Rabbis. But in order for us to reach out to
you, you must first reach out to us.
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most desirable thing to do is now dif-
ficult, even impossible to imagine.
Therefore, precisely after the sin is
when the Torah reveals to us what true
chessed is. Not chessed defined by
common sense and intellect, but
chessed based on Torah.

Thus, when Chazal say that the
Torah begins with chessed, it refers to
kindness that Hashemm did with Adam
and Chava after their sin. Obviously,
Hashem infinitely exceeds our mortal
limitations of mind and heart. We do

Harishon, who was far holier and infi-
nitely close to perfection, There is then
nothing exceptional in the act itself,
because recognizing the greatness of the
recipient automatically spurs us on to
perform acts of kindness toward him.

By contrast, what would common
sense tell us about Adam Harishon after
his sin? Through his act, he brought
death and destruction to the world. We
would be convinced that such an
individual is not deserving of our
chessed, What had been the easiest,
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see, however, that Adam Harishon acted
towards Chava after the sin in a special
way, and we can certainly relate to that.

CHAVA AFTER THE SIN-
“MOTHER OF ALL LIFE™?

dam Harishon named Chava —
A;Eim Kol Chai, The Mother of All
ife” — only after the sin. Logic
would say to name her “the mother of
all death”! Eating from the Eitz Hadaas
(The Tree of Knowledge) brought death
to the world. How does the name Fim
Kol Chai befit Chava after her sin?

In spite of what had happened,
Adam recognized Chava’s greatness
and potential, especially her potential for
life, Before the sin, no name was appro-
priate. A name must reflect the essence
of its bearer. Before the sin, words could
not truly depict the full extent of what
Chava was. After the sin, the tragedy and
its consequences did not numb Adam.
It is chessed to forgive and move on. He
did not lose himself. Life could and
would continue. Chava would help
him bring life to the world.

Similarly, the chessed of the Torah
begins only after Adam’s sin, to teach us
that Hashern did not forsake Adam even
when he disobeyed His command. His
Tzellern Elokim was not destroyed, and
s0 Adam was still able to see Chava’s
greatness — even after her mistake.
Accordingly, Adam called her “The
Mother of All Life” because this was her
true essence and potential. She did bring
death, but bearing in mind the signifi-
cance of the Tzellesn Elokim within her
allowed Adam to deal kindly with her.

The Torah tells us all of this to let us
know that we, too, must have compas-
sion, regardless of our emotions or our
logical justification to act harshly. This
is especially important in our relation-
ships with our spouses and our children.

RISING ABOVE
NARROW PERSPECTIVES

any of our family problems
Mwould be solved if we would
give thought to the basic

goodness of those people who are clos-
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est to us. Shalem bayis problems are a DISCUSSIONS: LATER... simple. Real chessed starts when some-
result of narrowness of spirit. The time ON THE SAME DAY thing did go wrong — during times of
for chessed, real chessed, is when our | stress and trouble — for this is the exact
spouses need our forgiveness and our he chessed of the Torah begims | moment when we are tested and are
hearts... hearts that are willing to look I when there is a problem. When | expected to live up to our potential. In
beyond the mistakes and frustrations of everything is fine, doing chessedis | the midst of our disappointments and

daily life and see the spouse’s true virtues

and greatness; hearts that are big GEFEN
enough to forgive. FINANCIAL
CORP.

This is especially important now, for
our current Eifesty.ie —even amidst our Registared Mortgage Brokers
bounty of luxuries — still contains WYS Dept. of Banking
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were 1o refrigerators or canned foods . -
in their days. Meals had to be prepared
from scratch. It was hard work, and
there was poverty.

Nonctheless, they led a harmo- ;
nious life. Luxuries do not guarantee T
menuchas ha’nefesh — tranquility and * Individual and Family Therap
peace of mind. Neither does poverty
decree a sad life. Qur attitude is the

Counseling for

controlling factor, and not the mate- | At-Risk Youth

rial benefits. Work does not weaken and for issues related to

and break a person, but pressures and Shidduchim and Shalom B ayiS
tension do, Together, the husband

and wife can plan and seek cut ways
to reduce the pressure within the

home. They will have more menuchas "u'es BrOtSkyf ACSW
ha’nefesh and at the same time, as a | 35 Years experience
team, deal more effectively with their - -
feamn, cea 908-289-0101
We have been blessed with spiritu- Licensed in NY & NJ Elizabeth, N. J. Endorsed by Rabbonim
al greatness, so we must not lose our |

tempers and allow our emotions to
rule over us. We have to live up to the
Tzellem Elokim within us, which means
to think beyond the normal response,
and rise above the moment’s disap-
pointment. So many times petty con-
siderations taint our perceptions. In
turn, this can lead to frustrations that
only worsen the situation.

We must remember that our spous-
es — just like ourselves — have Tzellem
Elokint within them. This should lift our
thoughts above the daily difficulties of
married life. In addition, since we pos-
sess an element of Tzellem Elokim, we
have infinite potential to overcome any
situation, and maintain patience with
our spouses and understand them and i
their needs. |
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frustrations, we must all must strive, for
the sake of shalom bayis, to remain gra-
cious and understanding — to summon
forth the spiritual greatness within us.
This is the key to shalom bayis. Then
later, the matter can be discussed with-
out tension and frustration. Having the
patience to wait is greatness...and
chessed. It will solve many of the prob-
fems that crop up in the home,

Ingeneral, our concerns should be dis-
cussed the same day. if left until the next
day, the problem will fester with addi-
tional frustrations. Bottled-up emotions
will inevitably spill over into outbursts,
which are counterproductive. Then, in
the chaotic aftermath, the couple must
seek to renew their mutual trust and
respect. Friendly behavior builds respect,
while the opposite has terrible reper-
cussions. It is always best to clear up the
issue — calmly and with consideration
— on the same day. Look for the first
chance to talk over the problem, prefer-
ably, if possible, before retiring.

The husband and wife should be
comfortable discussing their mutual and
personal problems. In this way, they both
feel that they are a part of each other’s
lives. This builds self-esteem and mutu-
al respect, for it is an acknowledgment
that the spouse’s feelings and opinions
are valid and useful. When we express
our concerns, we feel relieved and are
encouraged. Husband and wife are
meant to be partrers in marriage and
best of friends in life.

CONSULTATION AND SEEKING ADVICE

onsulting a third party can be
‘ essential in making major deci-

sions, helping keep families
together. In general we often need to rely
on other people to cope properly with
our problems. We must have a positive
outlet for our frustrations in life. Feel-
ings can become bottled-up if we do not
share difficulties with someone we can
trust. It is important to have a good
friend, a confidante with whom to share
what is bothering us. We will then be
equipped to cope positively with life’s
difficulties, and depression will not
creep into our lives. Disappointments

will not sour into il feelings.

Unless there is an issue of mental
health, most problems in shalorm bayiscan
be resolved. Normal, sound and sensible
individuals can, with proper guidance,
solve their family difficulties — provid-
ed that the problems and their frustrations
have not beconte too unbearable. This is
when depression can occur. Their rela-
tionship weakens and communication
breaks down. Long before the marriage
gets out of control, couples need to seek
sound advice. This advice must be based
on the Torah's teachings and principles,
bearing in mind that the Torah has a solu-
tion for all situations,

When we compare our relation-
ships with our spouses to our relation-
ships with our children, we see that there
is often a different standard of behav-
ior. Parents are naturally much more
patient and understanding with their
offspring. They will make great sacrifices
for their children. Many parents come
to me for advice about how they can save
their child. Parents do not throw their
children away. There is no option of
divorce -— a parent cannot separate
from his or her child. Therefore, parents
look for advice to improve the situation.

Many times, I ask spouses why,
when it comes to doing chessed with
other people, we are quick to help. We
seermn to have so much sympathy and
compassion for strangers. Klal Yisroel is
famous for its excellence in helping those
who are poor, sick and helpless. Our
great forefather Avraham Avinu excelled
in this midda, and bestowed it on his off-
spring. We all try to emulate his great
example, but unfortunately, we do not
work as hard on it at home as we do in
the public domain.

What seems to be such a burden at
home is a pleasure in public. We must
work faithfully to remove all barriers
that hinder us from doing chessed in our
homes. As difficult as it may be, the
home is not a place for misbehavior or
cruelty. Fear is destructive to our rela-
tionships, especially with children, for
they look to their parents for love and
security.

Qur children require sympathy and
understanding, patience and love, Fear
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will only cause emotional scars and psy-
chological complexes — sometimes for
life. Our moods and reactions — sadness,
anger and dissatisfaction — cause
unwanted negative influences in our fam-
ilies. We can win over our spouses and
children — gain their respect and coop-
eration — just by being gracious to them.

CONFRONTING PROBLEMS WITH JOY

¢ need to keep our senses and
Wsee situations clearly, Every-
one has problems. Normal

people cope, and in the end are suc-
cessful. We can have sitnchas hachaim in
spite of our problems. If we persist and
maintain a good attitude, knowing that
there are solutions, we will not aggra-
vate the difficulties. This is greatness.
Small-mindedness, however, makes us
shortsighted. We do not see clearly and
we can lose hope.

True, many times a situation may call
for greatness, for there may be a very
severe probiem in the home, but that is
when the chessed of the Torah begins.
When our logic says No, the Torah says
Yes. Yes, this person — my wife, my hus-
band, my child — needs my chessed, my
compassion, my smile. We have the spir-
itual capacity within us to overcome the
moment’s tragedy. We can rise above it
and Hashem will help us. We were cre-
ated &' Tzellemn Elokim, and it remains
within us, and so we can transcend dif-
ficult conditions.

This excellence — the splendor of the
Divine Presence within us — obligates us
even in the face of the worst problems,
to know and believe that any problem
can be solved in a good way. Through
their sin, Adam and Chava brought
death to the world, but they made a
comeback. They did teshuva. We have
the same greatness as they had —
Tzellemn Elokim - and so we too should
never give up. The denial of this great-
ness within us results in an attitude that
is limited to human logic and common
sense. It leads to hopelessness and
depression, and ends in failure.

Hashem expects us to do chessed, the
true chessed of the Torah. We must act
with sympathy and understanding with-

in our homes and be Bsimcha. Sitncha
creates a healthy home environment that
children, today more than ever, need so
much. If they are to grow up to be well-
adjusted and sound individuals, they
require a happy home life. Giving our
spouses and our children a pleasant
household — this 1s chessed! Our obli-
gation to them is so much greater than
with strangers. If we run to do chessed
outside the home with strangers, why

not do it at home as well? [ |
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For Every JEwisH CHILD... A CHANCE

David Mandel

very morning at the very beginning of davening, we

say berachos {blessings), including “Poke’ach tvrin -

Bless You, HaShem our G-d, King of the Universe, who
gives sight to the blind” HaShem gives us the ability to see
His wonderful creations, all living creatures, the beauty and
splendor of the world.

Yet, when we see people with disabilities, how do we view
them? Do we see Hashent’s creations betzellern Elokim (in G-
d’s image)? Or do we see people who are different, people
who may shame us and people whose families we shame,
albeit inadvertently, in the way we view them, how we shy
away from them or isolate them by stigmatizing them with
our gossip and avoiding shidduchim with their families?

Where do people with disabilities fit into our world in
the Jewish community? How do we view them, how do we
treat them and what do we teach our children about them?

Close your eyes for a moment and try to envision a per-
son with a handicap. Can you picture him? Or her? Does the
picture in your mind capture the entire person, or did your
imaginary lens just zoom in on this person’s disability?

Keep your eyes closed for another brief moment and think
of this person’s parents and brothers and sisters, Surely vou know
such a person with a disability - the son or daughter of a rel-
ative, someone in shul, a neighbor down the block. Are you
picturing parents who are going about their life in a normal
routine, as you would? Or are they caught in a maze where their
daily life routine revolves around their child with a disability?

Maybe you know such a family, but don’t realize it because
they've never told anyone about their twenty-five-year-old
son with schizophrenia, or never divulged a life-long secret
of not taking home their newborn child with Down Syn-
drome from the hospital,

SECRETS

- personal quirks we don’t choose to reveal, personal or
business relationships gone sour, dreams of hope and fears
we never divulge.

Every secret has a story, and every person has a reason why
he or she wants it to remain private.

I was recently ar a bris in Flatbush. I said hello to the father of
a thirty-year old man who was living at one of OHEL’s many resi-
dences for people with psychiatric disabilities. We chatted briefly, and
then this gentlemman, a man in his seventies, told me that no one in
his shud knew of his son’s existence; could [ please not dividge this
ta any person in his circle of acquaintances.

Parents of a child with disabilities often do not share infor-
mation about their son or daughter because they fear your reac-
tion, They're concerned you will now view their child with
mental illness through jaundiced eyes. Hence, their need to

People have secrets. Our everyday lives may be full of theny

David Mandel is the Chicf Executive Officer of OHEL Children’s Home
and Family Services in New York. His article, “Teamwork,” was includ-
ed in JOs second dedicated issue on “Children on the Fringe... and
Beyond™ {March '00).
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STIGMA
OR
SHAME

Our personal and collective
reactions to people
with disabilities



keep this family information private, and
at times, a secret for years and even
decades.

There are two interwoven reasons
why parents may not have revealed they
have a child with a psychiatric disabil-
ity. Ht is the stigma of shame our entire
community inadvertently, but very reg-
ularly, imposes on the family. This, then,
directly correlates to shadchanus panic
for the siblings of this person with a dis-
ability. This is not an imbroglio of prob-
lems recently developed. This issue is
hundreds of vears old. It has, however,
reached a fevered pitch in our commu-
nity’s frenzied quest for the ever-elusive
perfect shidduch for each of ours, the
perfect child.

Need we have the credentials of
Avraham Avinu, who had his Yishmael,
to earn the right to make a shidduch for
our other children? Must we have
ruach hakodesh like Yaakov Avinu, to
withstand the shame of a brother such
as Eisav, so as to marry off our children?
Do we have to achieve a level of
malchus (nobility), like David Ham-
elech, with an Avshalom — a rebellious
son — to be able to walk proudly in our
neighborhood amongst our friends? We
are an am of rachamim, a nation of
compassion. We are a people that have
been taught by Hashem to understand
other’s suffering and to accept the dif-
ferences amongst us.

NOT BY JEWS ALONE

A prominent from businessman
requested placement in an OHEL residence
for one of his six children, a nineteen-year-
old with mental illness. Would it be OK for
him to be admitted under a psuedonym so
the community should not know and it
would not affect shidduchim for his other
five children?

he frum community, of course,

does not have the market cor-

nered on stigma and shame asso-
ciated with disabilities. The general pub-
lic also looks askance at people with
mental illness.

In a front-page Wall Street Journal
story on June 26', 2002, Larry Geller-
stedt 11, a prominent and successful
Atlanta businessman, openly discussed
his bouts with severe depression, a
form of mental iliness. Mr. Gellerstedt
spoke of “his secret demon” and
admitted that for decades “it has
haunted me physically, and my embar-
rassment of the stigma of mental ill-
ness kept me from getting it properly
treated.” Mr. Gellerstedt concealed his
illness for twenty years!

Mike Wallace, the veteran news-
man, recently revealed his decades-long
bout with alcoholism. The problems of
drugs and alcohol abuse have invaded
our frum community in recent years in
greater numbers, yet for the most part,

treatment is not actively sought for
young people until it becomes a crisis
because of parents’ concern of the stig-
ma to their family.

Senator Pete Domenici, of New
Mexico, discussed his daughter Clare’s
schizophrenia in a New York Times arti-
cle on September 15, 2002, Zealously
guarding his family’s privacy in his thir-
ty years as a sertator, he speaks of a secret
world inhabited by al! those whose lives
had been touched and ineluctably
changed by mental illness.

WHAT IS A DEVELOPMENTAL OR
PSYCHIATRIC DISABILITY?

developmental disability

includes mental retardation,

cerebral palsy, epilepsy, autism
and neurological impatrment. Most
people with a developmental disability
are categorized in the mild to moder-
ate range, generally functioning at an IQ
below 70. Many people with mental
retardation are born with this disabili-
ty and it is a lifelong condition. By con-
trast, there are people with cerebral
palsy, epilepsy and neurological impair-
ments that have average or above aver-
age intelligence and therefore theirs is
a physical disability and not a develop-
mental disability.

The overwhelming majority of peo-
ple with developmental disabilities live
at home with their parents, attend
mainstream or special education class-
es, can and do enjoy an enriched life,
tearning academics and social skills.

One especially egregious situation is
the number of babies born with Down
Syndrome over the last thirty years that
have been abandoned in the hospital or
“given away.” It is, chas v'shalom, not my
nor anyone’s place to judge parents who
made these very difficult life choices. The
point is that these decisions were made
more so because of the stigma associ-
ated with and the accompanying shame
of having a child with a disability, rather
than the level of difficulty of rearing
such a child.

There is a prominent family in New York
with four sons with developmental dis-
abilities. This Rav of a shul, manhig of 2
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“

cormmunity, and his Rebbetzin, describe the
fervor of activity in their home every
morning:

These four sons daven loudly with a
“bren” for Kriyas Shma, berachos and Bir-
chas Hamazon. Their expressions of ahava
and derech eretz for each other is heart-
warming, These boys like to learn Torah,
They range in age from fifteen to twenty-
three. One of the four recently made a siyurn
on a Mesechta of Mishnayos with the help
of two tutors over a two-year period.

A small number of people with
developmental disabilities are placed in
group residences such as those operat-
ed by OHEL/Bais Ezra, Women’s
League, Mishkon/JBCFS, HASC and
Pesach Tikvah. Since the mid 1970’,
many such homes and apartments
opened in reighborhoods throughout
New York City and Nassau County. Sim-
ilar residences are being developed in
Chicago, Los Angeles and other com-
munities, Individuals in these homes
tend to be adults whose parents have
aged and can no longer care for them,
or those with severe behavioral issues or
requiring extensive assistance in activ-
ities of daily living.

HEREDITARY - OR OTHERWISE

ental illness — including schiz-
Mophrcnia, paranoia, depres-
sion, bipolar disorder, and

personality disorders — is often the
result of a breakdown in late adolescence
or the early twenties. Unlike a develop-
mental disability, which is a lifelong con-
dition and from which people don’t
recovet, a person with mental illness can
“recover” through a combination of
medication, psychotherapy and reha-
bilitation. We might describe the psy-
chiatric condition as being in remission.

Because mental illness may be hered-
itary as well as caused by social and envi-
ronmental pressures, the shame parents
feel and the shame a person with men-
tal illness experiences is considerably
greater than that of parents of a child
with mental retardation. The latter
group rationalizes that it is Hashem's
work, that it wasn’t so much the parents’
“fault”

When a seventeen-year old has a
nervous breakdown or goes into a
severe depression, his or her parents may
go through great lengths to “hide” this
problem. The young man may sudden-
ly disappear from the neighborhood -
he’s off learning in yeshiva or he’s away
in college, as the neighbors and even rel-
atives are told. It’s a result of the shame
the disability will cast on the family and
the resulting consequence of shid-
duchim concerns for the siblings.

As a community, we have established
an unwritten double standard on shid-
duchim for medical and psychiatric con-
ditions.

When we hear that a young man had
a medical problem as a child, such as one
grand mal seizure that was successful-
ly treated with medication, or rheumatic
fever, we tend to overlook it, even
though these may be a lifelong condi-
tion and may recur.

On the other hand, should we hear
this same person as a child had seen a
therapist when we was eight years old
for a serious behavioral problem, which
was immediately treated with success
and did not recur, we tend to categorize
him as a boy with a psychiatric history.

Similarly, if a fourteen-year-old girl
suffered from depression or an eating
disorder and was successfully treated by
a psychologist, social worker or psychi-
atrist with therapy and anti-depression
medication, her chances for shidduchim
in our community can be severely
diminished because of our collective
attitude, even though she has “recov-
ered” The mere mention by a family
acknowledging their son or daughter
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was In therapy or taking anti-depressant
medication sounds alarm bells, when,
in fact, it would be more appropriate to
ask additional thoughtful questions —
questions that will help define reality
rather than reflect prejudice and stigma.

Please close your eyes again for a
moment, and picture a sixteen-year-old
with a drug problemn; or a woman who
may have been beaten by her husband;
or a nineteen-year-old young man
who was molested when he was ten years
old. Can any of these people safely share
their stories, their secrets, with their
neighbors and with the community and
seek treatment without fear of social and
shidduch repercussions for themselves,
their siblings or their children?

Several years ago, Moishe Hellman, Pres-
ident of OHEL, and I met with a group of
parents whose sons and daughters were liv-
ing in one of OHEL/Bais Ezra’s group homes
or apariments. We asked them what they
would like for their children. They answered
simply and directly: They'd like their chil-
dren to have a good place to live, the oppor-
tunity to work and fo have friends.

Sounds familiar? This is exactly what
every parent wants for their child: a good
Jewish home, a good job and friends. So
people with disabilities have the same
interests, the same desires as we do.
What often prevents them from achiev-
ing their life’s goals are not their dis-
abilities but our community’s attitude
towards them.

IN THE BEST FAMILIES

arious OHEL programs have

\ / served family members of roshei
yeshiva and prominent commu-

nity leaders. Children and grandchildren
of roshei yeshiva with psychiatric prob-
lems have lived in an OHEL residence

i TN Y
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and others have entered OHELD’s Sub-
stance Abuse Program. Wives from
prominent families have entered our
shelter for battered women. Such exam-
ples speak to the fact that these issues
do occur in all facets of our frum com-
munity, among the “posheta mentchen”
as well as the “chosheva mentchen.”

But we also have to be practical, If
there was full disclosure, why be
meshadech into the family with a
problem and take a risk that it may be
hereditary? That is a reasonable ques-
tion. Moreover, parents who have a
child with a disability should be hon-
est about their child’s circumstances
— including hospitalizations and med-
ications — and respond appropriate-
ly to inquiries, lest they “set up” a
problem situation for the future,
There are too many circumstances
where parents were not forthright
about their son’s bout with depres-
sion, that he was “slow,” or that he had
a tendency to lose his temper. Hiding
this information to marry him off
only delays his need for treatment.
Unfortunately, much of the time
these issues manifest themselves
shortly after the marriage, and then
the problems are compounded.

On the other hand, when inquiries are
made about such a shidduch, we should
avoid gossiping, the use of pejorative ter-
minology and labeling, which only
serves to stigmatize the person with a dis-
ability and his family. Seeking rabbini-
cal guidance in such matters is crucial.

While the emphasis here is on the
need for our community to view peo-
ple with disabilities and families in cri-
sis within a broader context, the inher-
ent message here is also to reach out to
families with a son or daughter with dis-
abilities to help them take advantage of

the many good programs that are now
available, from early intervention pro-
grams that diagnose, treat and offer sup-
port, to elder care management for the
older parents and their child with a dis-
ability. There are excellent day programs
and outpatient cdinics, housing pro-
grams and crisis teams staffed by frum
professionals, opportunities for married
couples who have a disability to live in
a supervised setting with the support of
professionals. Parents can reach out to
parent-sponsored organizations such as
OTZAR and Tafkid. The service system
has greatly expanded and people with
disabilities and their families should take
complete advantage of all these oppor-
tunities.

A man recently related the following:
“My wife and I are so proud of our son. He's
twenty four years old with dual diagnesis,
both developmental and psychiatric dis-
abilities, and we never imagined this for
him, He’s sharing an apartment with
another person like him. He’s learning to
cook, he’s learning skills to prepare him for
a job, he’s living on his own. He's actually
doing better than several of his siblings who
dor’t have any disability.”

There are more parents now who
are no longer willing to sacrifice their
family’s well being and are more
openly seeking treatment. They
understand that it is more important
to get help than to impress their neigh-
bors. The question the rest of us need
to ask ourselves when we're asking
about such a family for shidduchim
reasons: Will we view their quest for
help and treatment as a strength, or
will we punish them by quietly sham-
ing them and thereby discouraging
them from seeking help?

Most important, consider the sting
and impact of your words when refer-
ring to people with disabilities, especially
as it concerns shidduchim. Be mindful
of your sweeping comments when
speaking about the family. Focus on sub-
tle, nuanced, positive attributes rather
than a biting negative dismissive state-
ment. Let us appreciate Hashem’s daily
gift to us when we say “Poke’ach ivrim,”
that He opens our eyes to see people
with disabilities in a new light. |
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For EVERY JEWISH CHILD... A CHANCE

Rabbi Shimon Finkelman

- Rav Pam’s Special Frie

to Rabbi and Mrs. Baruch Rabi-

nowitz of Ditmas Park, Brooklyn.
The child, to be named Nota Shlomo,
was born with Down Syndrome.

Though Rabbi Rabinowitz was close
to Rabbi Avraham Pam, he did not
immediately inform him of Nota Shio-
mo’s birth. Shabbos morning, the father
was given an aliya at the Torah reading
in Mesivta Torah Vodaath, and as is cus-
tomary, a “Mi Shebeirach” was recited
for mother and child. Rabbi Pam,
whose seat was in the center of the beis
midrash only a few steps from the bima,
wished “Mazel tov” to Rabbi Rabi-
nowitz, who in turn informed Rabbi
Pam that the baby had been diagnosed
as having Down Syndrome. Rabbi
Pam’s eyes welled with tears. Rabbi
Rabinowitz tried to comfort the Rosh
Yeshiva by saying that though he and his
wife were broken when they first
received the report, they had already
Rabbi Finkelman, a rebbe in Yeshiva Darchei
Torah, Far Rockaway, NY, is a frequent contrib-
utor to these pages, including “Middos Instruc-
tion: Prerequisite for Torah,” (March *01). He is
the author of several biographies published by

ArtScroll Mesorah Publications, as well as the
recently published book, The Gift of Speech.

In the winter of 1989, a son was born

made peace with the situation.’

“P'm not crying for you,” Rabbi Pam
responded. “I'm crying because Chaz-
al state that Moshiach will come and heal
all who are infirm. Now, there is one
more reason why Moshiach has to
come.”

Rabbi Pam was Nota Shlomo’s san-
dak, and at the seuda following the bris,
he addressed the assemblage. He pref-
aced his words of Torah by saying, “Yes-
terday, on the Tenth of Teves, we reliv-
ed the Churban (Temple’s destruction).
Today, we shall endeavor to say words
of nechama (comfort).”

Rabbi Pam then quoted a verse in
which the prophet Yoel describes the
spiritual levels that will be attained with
the coming of Moshiach:

And it will be after this, I will pour
out my spirit upon all flesh, and your
sons and daughters shall prophesy;
your eiders shall dream dreams, your
young men shall see visions (Yoel 3,1)
Malbim sees this verse as referring to

three levels of prophecy. At the End of
Days, the Jewish people will receive a
flow of prophetic inspiration from
Above, and the level that each Jew will
attain will be in inverse proportion to

the level of his exposure to the spiritu-
al decadence before the exile ended. For
prior to the exile’s end, the world will
sink to astonishingly low levels of sin
and inunorality, The elders, who lived
most of their lives in the sinful, pre-Mes-
sianic period, will attain the lowest of the
three levels of prophecy, that of dreams.
By contrast, children, who will enter the
days of Moshiach young and relatively
unscathed spiritually, will attain the
highest of the three levels.?

Rabbi Pam concluded: “We see tan-
gibly that we are not far from this glo-
rious period. Thus, every child who is
born in these times has a great possibility
of benefiting from this tremendous spir-
itual flow that will descend from Above,
and which will enrich Jewish children

! They were helped, in no small measure, by
Rabbi Rabinowitz’s rebbi, Rabbi Moshe Shapiro
of Jerusalem:.

% Rabbi Pam, quoting the Chofetz Chaim, said
that before any force breathes its last, it rises up
to attack its adversaries as never before. Because
the Messianic era will herald the destruction of
the forces of evil, these forces are particularly
powerful as the exile draws to a close. The Chofetz
Chaim said this of the times in which he lived.
Surely, said Rabbi Pam, this is true of our time,
in which we have seen the world sink to levels
not known since the generation of the Flood.
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with awesome powers and abilities, the
likes of which cannot be fathomed.

“I would like to bless the little boy,
Nota Shlomo, who as I have heard, car-
ries the name of a gaon and tzaddik: May
the name he has been given have
impact upon his soul, and may he merit
to receive the spiritual blessings of
which the prophet foretells. May he uti-
lize these spiritual blessings to develop
beyond the plane of nature; may he
become an ish kadosh (holy individual)
and be a source of nachas to his family
and a blessing for Klal Yisroel”

A LOFTY NESHAMA

developed a deep attachment to

Nota Shlomo Rabinowitz, When the
child was past the age of four, his father
began taking him to shul on Shabbes.
Nota Shlomo did not disturb the dav-
ening, instead, he would circle the
perimeter of the Torah Vodaath beis
midrash with quick steps, again and
again. Someone suggested that perhaps
this was not in keeping with K'vod hate-
filla (respect for prayer). Rabbi Pam dis-
agreed, “Perhaps this is his way of dav-
ening, he said, for he perceived that
Nota Shlomo possessed a lofty neshama,
“If it’s not really disturbing, we should
not stop him.”

Sometimes during davening, Nota
Shlomo would place himself to the
right of the aron kodesh with a Tehillim
in hand and shake to and fro, lift both
his hands upward and make sounds as
if he was davening. Rabbi Pam men-
tioned this in a shmuess, and com-
mented that one cannot know what
such a child accomplished with his
“tefilla” Sirnilarly, when Nota Shlomo
hurried to open the aron kodesh prior
to the Torah reading, Rabbi Pam
remarked that certainly it was of great
significance for the minyan that he was
the one performing this honor, though
what Heavenly ramifications this has is
beyond us.?

For a few years, Nota Shlomo’s stan-
darci greeting to everyone in shul was,

I n the years that followed, Rabbi Pam

” was said word for
word.

“Gut Shabbos — what name?” Rabbi Pam
would respond, “Gui Shabbos, Nota
Shiomo; my name is Avraham.” For a
few weeks, Nota Shlomo said, “Gut
Shabbos, Avraham,” which, of course,
was more than a bit disconcerting to
Rabbi Rabinowitz.

Omne day, Rabbi Rabinowitz showed
his son a picture of Rabbi Pam and asked
him, “Who is this?” When Nota Shlomo
responded, “Avrzham,” his father said,
“No, this is Rav Pam.” They practiced
saying “Rav Pam”™ a number of times,
after which Rabbi Rabinowitz told his
son, “So next time you say Gut Shabbos,
it's, ‘Gut Shabbos, Rav Pam.”

The next Shabbos, when Rabbi Pam
said, “Gut Shabbos, Nota Shlomo, my
name is Avraham,” Nota Shlomo
responded, “No, not Avraham — Rav
Pam!” Rabbi Pam laughed and with gen-
uine happiness exclaimed, “Oh, he is a
smart one!” Rabbi Rabinowitz recalls
that Rabbi Pam looked for every oppor-
tunity to point out Nota Shlomo’s
progress and to praise him for his
accomplishments.

A HEAVENLY SIGN

abbi Pam took seriously il in the
R:;inter of 1997, and underwent
ajor surgery. On the seventh

day of Pesach that followed, Rabbi Pam
davened, as usual, at Torah Vodaath. As
a rule, no one, neither adults nor chil-
dren, would disturb the Rosh Yeshiva
during davening or krias haTorah (the
Torah reading). if someone, even a child,
wanted to speak to Rabbi Pam, he would
wait until the conclusion of davening.
Thus, it was very unusual when on that
Pesach morning, Nota Shlomo
approached Rabbi Pam between aliyos
during the Torah reading, shook his
hand, and then pointed to a shiender
nearby on which two sefarim and what
appeared to be a pamphlet were lying.
Thinking that the child wanted to hold
a sefer, Rabbi Pam picked one up and
tried to hand it to Nota Shlomo. But
Nota Shlomo shook his head, “No!” after
which Rabbi Pam tried to hand him the
second sefer, but again Nota Shlomo
refused to accept it. Rabbi Pam then held

out the pamphlet to Nota Shlomo, who
accepted it, smiled and handed it back
to Rabbi Pamn, who placed it back on the
shtender. Nota Shlomo was obviously
unhappy with this and exclaimed, “No,
no, no!” The entire scenario was repeat-
ed again with Nota Shlomo refusing to
accept each of the two sefarim, and final-
Iy accepting the pamphlet. This time, the
child pointed to the pamphlet before
handing it back to Rabbi Pam. At this
point, Rabbi Pam smiled broadly and
patted Nota Shlomo’s hand as if to thank
him, and left the pamphlet on his own
shtender. After davening, someone asked
Rabbi Pam what had transpired, but
Rabbi Pam evaded answering.

A few months later, on a summer
morning, Rabbi Rabinowitz approached
Rabbi Pam after Shacharis to discuss
something. As he began to walk away
when the conversation ended, Rabbi
Pam said, “Al timna tov mi’ba’alav — Do
not withhold good from its rightful
recipient (Mishlei 3,27). Your Nota
Shlomao is so precious — I have to tell you
a story that happened with him” Rabbi
Pam proceeded to relate what had hap-
pened on the morning of the seventh
day of Pesach and then explained:

When he had taken il that winter, he
decided to undertake an additional
study session as a zechus (source of
merit) for his recovery. Rabbi Pam was
undecided as to what form of study to
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pursue. His choices were: a mesechta of
Gemora, an order of Mishna, or the
Chofetz Chaim’s works on shemiras

halashon (guarding one’s speech ). To his
mind, each choice had specific merits
which would seem to make it an ideal
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selection for such a purpose.

For weeks, Rabbi Pam could not
resolve this matter. He was determined
to make a decision, come what may, by
the close of the seventh day of Pesach.
On that morning in the beis midrash,
Nota Shlomo refused the two sefarim
offered to him by Rabbi Pam - but he
happily accepted the pamphlet, which
was the yearly Shemiras HaLashon cal-
endar for the study of the Chofetz
Chaim’s works on the subject. The sec-
ond time, Nota Shlomo had even point-
ed to the Chofetz Chainr’s picture on the
cover before handing it back. Rabbi Pam
took this as a Heavenly sign that he
should undertake the study of the
Chofetz Chaim’s works.

“You should know,” Rabbi Pam told
Rabbi Rabinowitz, “that as a result of my
decision, the talmidim of our beis
midrash and of Beis Medrash Elvon (in
Monsey) have also undertaken the
study of shemiras halashon - and this is
all because of Nota Shlomo.”

REJOICING WITH THE TORAH

or most Down Syndrome children,
singing and dancing have special
meaning, For Nota Shlomo, Sim-

chas Torah is a highlight of the year.
When Nota Shlomo was almost eight
years old, his grandparents bought him
a child’s sefer Torah to hold on Simchas
Torah. Throughout the night and day in
shul, he held the Torah tightly to his
bosom, displaying an attachment that
was cause for wonder. Only with great
encouragement did he relinguish the
sefer Torah from time to time and dance,
On the morning of Simchas Torah
when the Torah reading commenced in
the beis midrash of Torah Vodaath, Nota
Shlomo approached the gabbai at the
bima and offered him his sefer Torah to
use for the Torah reading. The gabbai
politely refused the offer, but Nota Shlo-
mo continued to ask that his sefer Torah
be used. And though his father instruct-
ed him to return to his seat, the child
returned to the birma a number of times
to again make his request. Finally,
Rabbi Rabinowitz told his son quietly
but firmly that the gabbai will not use
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his sefer Torah, and that he should return
to his seat and sit quietly.

Rabbi Pam, who was sitting in his
regular seat only a few feet away from
the bima, overheard this, He motioned
for Nota Shlomo to come over to him.
Rabbi Pam spoke to the child in a whis-
per for less than a minute and succeeded
in calming him. Nota Shlomo happily
returned to his seat. When Mussaf got
underway, Nota Shlomo became a bit
anxious, and every few minutes he asked
his father how much time was left until
davening would end.

As soon as davening ended, Nota
Shiomo said, “Abba, now my turn.” He
then took his sefer Torah to the bima, put
it down and said, “Rabbi Pam said that
now my turn”

Rabbi Rabinowitz approached Rabbi
Pam, who explained, “I told Nota Shlo-
mo that right now we are using the big
sefer Torah, but after davening we would
do more leining from his sefer Torah and
that we will call up people to the
Torah.”

And so after most of the congregants
had left, Nota Shlomo’s sefer Torah was
opened on the bima in Mesivta Torah
Vodaath and with some fifteen people
crowded around the bima, three people
were called up by name for their
“aliyos” After each man pretended to
recite the blessing over the Torah, Nota
Shlomo, standing on a chair, proudly
“read” from his sefer Torah. When the
third “alive” was completed, two men
were honored with “hagba” and “gelila”
Then, the sefer Torah was given to Nota
Shlomo and an enthusiastic rikud
(dance) ensucd.

One Shabbos afternoon, Nota Shlo-
mo walked home from Pirchei groups
alone, which involved crossing three
streets. His parents were very con-
cerned, especially when they spoke to
him and he insisted that he was “big
encugh” to cross streets by himself.

His father told him, “Nota Shlomo,
whenever we have an important ques-
tion, we ask Rav Pam what to do. We're
going to Rav Pam and he will pasken
{decide) whether or not you are old
enough to cross the street alone.”

They came to Rabbi Pam and Rabbi

.:'i:.g"fullest attenﬁon toits developmer_\t This:
:.;__':the famuly has been entrusted by _th'e R;bbo

Rabinowitz said, “Nota Shlomo feels that
he is big enough to cross the street by
himself, but his parents feel that he
should not cross. What does the Rosh
Yeshivah say?”

Rabbi Pam smiled and took the
child’s hand in his own. “Nota Shlomo,
you are very big,” he said kindly, “but in
order to cross the street, you must be
even bigger. Im yirtzeh Hashem (G-d
willing), the time will come when you
will be able to cross the street alone —
but not yet.”

Nota Shlomo accepted Rabbi Pam’s
decision happily and said, “Thank you.”
From that day and on, if someone asked

Nota Shlomo if he crossed the street by
himself, he replied, “Rav Pam said ‘No!™

“RAV PAM MISSES HIM”

he last years of Rabbi Pam’s life,

I when walking was very difficult
for him, a minyan would gather

in his house for all the tefillos of Shab-
bos and Yom Tov, Rabbi Rabinowitz
would bring Nota Shlomo for Mincha
on Shabbos afternoon. and Rabbi Pam
would always seat the boy to his imme-
diate left. If someone else was already
occupying the seat when the Rabinow-
itzes walked i, Rabbi Pam would have

The ;'eWI'sh a‘bserver,hOc!oberﬂ‘ZOOQ
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Nota Shlomo stand next to him. Rabbi
Pam would greet Nota Shlomo with a
hug and the child would always ask,
“How’s Rav Pam?”

As time went on, the size of the min-
yan grew to the point that the over-
crowdedness in the Pams’ small dining
room area made it stuffy and unhealthy
for 2 man in Rabbi Pam’s condition.
With great reluctance, Rabbi Pam per-
mitted that a sign be hung on the front
door which stated that though the
Rosh Yeshiva would Jove to have every-
one join the minyan, his medical con-
dition no longer allows for it, and that
if the sign is hanging, it means that there
is already a minyan inside and everyone
is requested to daven at “one of the good
battei midrash in the neighborhood.”

As a result, Rabbi Rabinowitz no

longer came to Mincha — until he was
contacted by Rabbi Pam’s devoted
grandson, Reb Binyamin, who explained
that Rabbi Pam had made it clear from
the outset, that the “regulars” who were
fixtures at the minyan should continue
coming even if they found the sign
hanging. “And my grandfather misses
Nota Shlomo,” R’ Binyamin went on.
“He misses seeing him and he misses the
simcha (joy) that he brings to him. So
please make sure to bring him.”

On Shabbos afternoon, when Nota
Shlomo entered the Pam residence, he
ran straight for Rabbi Pam, grabbed
hold of his legs and hugged him. And
Rabbi Pam responded in kind, holding
the child close to him. Someone
attempted to get the child away, for
instructions had been given that to pre-
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vent any passing of germs, no one was
to shake Rabbi Pam’s hand. But Rabbi
Pam told the person, “For him [Nota
Shlomo], it'’s O.K.”

Nota Shiomo let ago, took a step back
and noticed how visibly ill Rabbi Pam
appeared. (He had been discharged from
the hospital only a few days earlier.) “Why
Rav Pam so weak?” he wanted to know.
“Why am I so weak?” Rabbi Pam respond-
ed softly, a slight smile on his lips. “What
do I know? Ask the Ribbono shel Olam.

Nota Shlomo locked upwards and
said, “ Hashem, why Rav Pam so weak?
Make him all better. Give him refua
sheleimatl”

Rabbi Pam took hold of the boy and
said with emotion, “Nota Shlomo, may
Hashem answer vour tefilios and grant
us both a refua sheleima, so that we can
together go to greet Moschiach tzidkeinu,
bimheira v'yameinu, Amein.”

In June, when Rabbi Pam was again
hospitalized, Nota Shlomo drew a pic-
ture of someone in bed and wrote, “Dear
Rav Pam, feel all better, refua sheleima.
Love, Shlomo.” When the letter arrived
in the mail, Rebbetzin Pam brought it
to Rabbi Pam and read it to him. Rabbi
Pam remarked that he derived an enor-
mous amount of joy from Nota Shio-
mo and he instructed his grandson to
inform the child that he had received the
letter and that he appreciated it. “But tell
him,” he said, “that his name is not plain
Shlomo — it is Nota Shlomo.”

The morning of Rabbi Panr’s funer-
al, by which time the Rabinowitz fam-
ily had heard the tragic news, Rabbi
Rabinowitz arrived home from
Shacharis to find Nota Shlomo sitting on
the porch. He said, “Rav Pam sick, Rav
Pam hospital, Rav Pam died. Now Rav
Pam happy” He then marched into the
house, grabbed a Chumash and said,
“Me learn Chumash for Rav Pam.” Each
day of shiva, he sat for a while learning
Chumash and to this day, when he
remembers, he learns Chumash for
Rabbt Pam’s neshama. n

* Rabhi Pam never uttered a word of complaint
over his afflictions and almost constant pain. He
told a grandson that he felt such gratitude towards
Hashem for the kindness which He had shown
him throughout his life, that he found it diffi-
cult to even acknowledge that he was in pain.
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For EVERY JEWISH CHILD... A CHANCE

The Price of "Just

the deep hurt of your victims. Boys

like Shloime, someone you consid-
er to be a loser; you say, “Look at his
clothes! His jokes aren’t funny, his
hashkafos (outlook on life) aren’t good
enough, he doesn’t know how to learn,
or his parents just don’t fit” Or the girl
you roll your eyes about: “Poor Rivkie,
she just doesn’t get it — the way she dress-
es, or talks, or laughs, or thinks, or even
breathes.” His/her very existence seems
to offend you.

And you have the power: you are
wonderful, perhaps physically, certain-
ly emotionally. You're the one that the
others look to for approval. If you find
someone acceptable, he/she is. If you say
they're in, they're in. And if you say
they're out, they're out. The other boys
are afraid of you, find it too difficult to

I’m so tired of witnessing the hurt,

Dr. Lob is a clinical psychologist in Chicago,
working with families and teen-agers in the frim
community. He is a falmid of Rabbi Yitzchok
Feigelstock (Long Beach, NY) and a musmach of
Bais Medrash Govoha of Lakewood. His article,
“"Hereby Resolved”: A Father’s Kabbalos was fea-
tured in JO, Nov, '99.

stand up to you, and even though in
their hearts they feel uncomfortable —
at the very core of their being, they know
this is wrong, wrong to hurt another —
they still go along with you. The other
girls laugh with you, perhaps inwardly
praying that they won’t be next, that you
spare them.

Oh yes, you are very powerful. You
have the power to break, to break the
spirit of your victims, to break their con-
fidence, and their belief in themselves.
I have seen the broken pieces. I know this
is not your intent, but this is what hap-
pens. And you have the power to instill
dread, a literal dread of coming to
school, or to shul, or of seeing you or
vour helpers at a simcha. And you have
the power to change the life of 2 human
being. From a trusting, happy individ-
ual to a fearful, distrustful one.

You say, “Oh, what's the big deal!
Everyone goes through it. Be a man, grow
up, it’s just a joke.”“I'm dong her a favor,
she has to know that she just doesn’t fit
in” “m doing it to teach him kavod
haTorah, good middos, or instructing him

Dr. Jerry Lob

Joking"

This article is about the painful issue of
Ona’as Devarim — causing pain to others
with words. It is written to children and
adolescents, but we all know that the
problem is not limited to this group
alone. In shul and in the business world,
at simchos and in all social interactions,
words, gestures, and behaviors are often
used, by adults, as weapons. Don’t
believe that old adage about sticks and
stones. Names will always harm you.

in the name of shroltz’ (dignity} to let this
younger boy know his place” Sometimes
you even convince yourself that you are
engaged in a mitzva. So you push him
around, physically or verbally, and you
know what’s best for him.... You doit't,

terrible pain, and I know that even

if he/she doesn’t know how to act,
ot dress, or speak, or how to stand up
to you, it is still wrong, and will never
be right, to hurt them. t’s not a joke, it’s
not funny, FT’S NOT FUNNY. It is dead-
ly serious, with consequences that can
last a lifetime. This is not a guess, I know
this, ] am a witness.

Haven't vou learned about Chana

Iknow the damage. I have seen the

! Shmuel 1, Ch. 1. Penina and Chana are both
married to Elkana. Chana and Elkana have no
children together, while Penina and Elkana have
ten, The Navi tells us that Penina caused Chana
pain, teasing her about her childlessness, and
Chazal explain that Penina acted I'shem Shamay-
im — for the sake of Heaven. Her intent was to
motivate Chana to greater depth of fefilla, but the
consequences and punishment were enormous:
the loss of eight of her chitdren {see Rashi).
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and Penina, with its terrible conclusion,
evenn though Penina acted ['shem
Shamayim?' And the explanation of
Horav Chaim Shmuelevitz, 9"¥1 that
hurting another person is a fire, it burns,
no matter the intent. And the explicit
halachos of the Chofetz Chaim found in
the P'sicha to his classic sefer, Lav 13 and
14.2 Probably you don't realize, you did-
't know. Please know now.’

But I know something else, as well.
Talso know that, in your essence, are not
an achzor (a cruel person}. You may act
with achzarius, with great cruelty, but
you are not an achzor. | know that as a
ben or bas Yisroel you are of the people
defined by the midda of being Rach-
manini Bnei Rachmanim, and you are a
Rachaman {merciful), So 1 mourn for
you as well, stuck in a cycle that is so for-
eign to who yvou really are, causing, [ am
sure, great inner discomfort for you. You
know, when you look at yourself in the

2 NUTI VY RWN R MY TN BOR TRD

3 This is discussed at Iength in the sugya of
DI IR causing pain through speech — in
Bava Metzia 580D,

mirror, that you do not want to be cruel.
Perhaps an older sibling, or a parent, or
teacher, or a boy/girl in your neighbor-
hood or in your school, has treated yvou
in the same way. And in order to cope
with the pain, humiliation, or fear, you
may have become hard, acting like you
don’t care, even convincing yourself that
it's no big deal, that you really don’t care,
maybe even that it’s good for you.

But it is a big deal, and you do real-
ly care. And inside, deep inside, the pain
and the rage is unresolved and it just sits
there, and can come out on others.
Don’t get me wrong. Do not misun-
derstand me. These last comments are
meant only to say that you too are hurt-
ing, and you too deserve compassion,
and are probably unaware of how dev-
astating your actions can be. The fact
that you've been hurt and you have suf-
fered doesr’t change the reality that it
is not OK to continue the damage.
Hurting another may provide some
relief for the moment, but it just per-
petuates the cycle of hurt, and sends
your own pain deeper, making it less

! ARE You MovinG?}

_S'YOUR NAME AND : DDRESS PRINTED

Affix old label here

accessible for healing. The price of bul-
lying, of “just joking” is a high one, per-
haps highest for you. This includes,
among others, teasing, ignoring, taunt-
ing, joking at the expense of, frighten-
ing, intimidating, threatening, pushing,
hitting, anything that brings suffering
to another, or encouraging others to act
in these ways.

hat should you do, you ask,
‘ /\ 2 First, STOP. If you feel you
can’t, you must get help. Now.

Talk to your parents or your Rebbi,
teacher, Rabhi, or friend. If the person
you talk to tells you, “Don’t worry about
it, it’s not s0 bad,” dor’'t believe him or
her. They are trying to be kind but it is
not helpful to you to minimize your
actions. In order to change, you must
know that it is unacceptable. You must
internalize a commitment to zero tol-
erance for these behaviors. And the peo-
ple around you, including your silent
friends who have gone along with you
until now, must help you in this process
by insisting on zero tolerance as well. It
may also be pecessary to talk to a ther-
apist to begin the hard work of change.

Second, please be courageous and ask
mechilla (forgiveness) from your victim.
I say “courage” because this is very dif-
ficult, and a scary thing to do. Do not
wait until Yo Kippur, do it now, Ask-
ing forgiveness has many benefits; it is
obviously your oblligation, an integral
part of teshuva, and it helps in the heal-
ing of the person hurt. But more than
that, it helps you in a powerful way, it
helps you change your behavior, and
begins the process of your own healing.

Third, know that you are gifted.
Hasher has given you a gift in your per-
sonality. Your charisma, your ability to
influence others, is an incredible gift from
Hashem, and like all gifts from Hashem,
it comes with an achrayus (responsibil-
ity), the achrayus to use it in a Torah way,
in Hashen?'s ways of kindness and com-
passion: “Just as He s rachum (compas-
sionate), so should you be rachum.” You
have the power to make a difference, to
affect the lives of other human beings, Yes,
I have been a witness to the pain, but I
have also witniessed the extraordinary
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impact of someone just like you, chang-
ing. The boy who now uses his power to
protect, to reach out, and to encourage
an atmosphere among his peers of
mutual kavod; the girl who uses her pop-
ularity and charisma to create a com-
munity of gentleness, tolerance, and kind-
ness. When this occurs, it is breathtaking.
I have witnessed this, and it is amazing
and can lead to a snowball effect, slow-
ly building to an avalanche of kindness,
compassion, and respect, with lifelong
ramifications.

May Hashem send you the courage
to change, and to use your gifts in ways
that build ahavas Yisroel, and may you
feel Hashem’s love and compassion in
your life.

AUTHOR'S NOTETO
SCHOOLS AND PARENTS:

or many years, in my role as
Frebbe, psychologist, and parent,

1 have seen firsthand the damage

done by bullying. The effects are pro-
foundly damaging; how can our chil-
dren thrive, both academically and
emotionally, when they are afraid,
when their home/school feels unsafe?
And this can start as young as five or
six years old. I cannot emphasize
enough the importance of instituting
a zero tolerance policy in our yeshiv-
os, for both boys and girls, and in our
homes.

But please, please, don’t bully the
bully. Be firm, do not bend one inch,
but reach out with love and compas-
sion to these boys and girls. They too
are suffering, even if you, or even they
are unaware of it. Do not give in to
your outrage for the victim, and
treat the bully with disgust or hatred.
You are the adult, he/she, even a teen,
is still a child. Yes, a child, who cer-
tainly is in need of firm, assertive
guidance, but also, quite often in des-
perate need of attention, approval,
warmth, and love.

Lastly, you must avoid blaming the
victim. While it is true that there are
behaviors that the victim can do to
better the situation, and it is impor-
tant for a parent/teacher to help the
child with some ideas and strategies,
it is not their fault. Do not compound
the inquiry by implying that they
somehow deserve what they are get-
ting. They don’t. No one does. M

28 Weaver Avenue, Newport, RT 02840
Fel.: €401} 849-0051 » Fax: (401) 847-5902
www.kosherbedandbreakfast.com
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Rabbi Yosef Gavriel Bechhofer

In a Manner Most Unique

marking the giving of the Torah at

Sinai, we lost one of those who
imparted Torah to us in an uncommon
way: Moreinu v’Rabbeinu Rabbi Ephraim
Eisenberg 9",

In a unique way, Reb Ephraim was a
“specialist” When we entered Reb
Ephraim’s chabura (discussion group) in
Yeshiva Ner Yisroel, Baltimore, some
twenty years ago — later it was a shiur (for-
mal lecture), but the principle was the
same — it was our first year beyond the
structured framework of our long stints
in yeshivos until then. Through yeshiva
ketana, mesivta and beis midrash, we had
been under the tutelage of one rebbe after
another, imbibing their Torah, guided by
their approaches, and absorbing their per-
spectives. In a sense, those were years in
which we still had training wheels on our
Talmudic bicycles.

Now, we had advanced to the Jevel
often called “lehrnen fahr zich” — learn-
ing on one’s own, We were cast adrift
upon the Sea of The Talmud to “sink or

Shortly after Shavuos, the festival

Rabbi Yosef Gavriel Bechhofer was a falmid in
Rabbi Ephraim Eisenberg %*31r’s chabura in
Yeshivas Ner Yisroel, Baltimore, in 5742 (*81-°82).
Rabbi Bechhofer is an editor for ArtScrell/Meso-
rah’s Yad Avrahar Mishnah Commentary, and
a lecturer at Yeshivas Ohr Somayach in Monsey.
He is the author of The Contemporary Eruy and
Bigdei Shesh (forthcoming on Sefer Shoftim), both
published by Feldheim. Rabbi Bechhofer con-
tributes frequently to these pages, most recent-
ly with a biographical essay on Rabbi Avraham
Eliyahu Kaplan 737 (April *02).

swim.” To swim would be to develop sev-
eral capacities simultaneously: to main-
tain hasmada (diligence) in a more
unstructured setting (after all, the focus
was no longer on the shiur), and to hone
skills and techniques for intellectual
independence ~ mastering the abilities to
analyze a Rishon (classic commentators,
11t_15% centuries), to abstract the con-
cept from an Acharon (later commenta-
tors), to compare inferences and to con-
trast rationales. !

Rebbe o3 would listen to his
talmidim and they would feel he really
wanted to hear what they said. He always
wanted to know how we learned the
Gemora, how we responded to his com-
ment. He wanted us to learn how to learn
a Gemora and not just to hear his own
chiddushim.. ..

When I was in Rebbe’s shiur, T had a
[health] problem.... Rebbe constantly
asked me how I was feeling and gave me
names of doctors to see. When I went
home for two months, Rebbe spoke on the
Phone with me around three times a week
for fifteen to twenty minutes. He would
tell me how he learned the Gemora in
shiur, and then would ask how I learned
the Gemora and what my insights were.
The chizuk (encouragement) I got from
these phone calls was tremendous. This
also strengthened my learning, because

I knew I had to know the Gemora very
well to speak to Rebbe, Whenever I tell
anyone about those two months, it
amazes them that a rebbe could feel such
responsibility to a talmid to give up so
much of his precious time....

Above all else, the imperative that
encompassed and transcended all specific
areas of development was the drive for
chiddush (creative insight). In yeshivos,
everything leads to this ultimate goal: That
a talmid make the transition from kfi kib-
bul, a receptacle, to ma’ayan ha'misgaber,
a fountain.

Iam not sure Reb Ephraim 7t ever
[directly] demanded anything from the
bachurim. But his being, his devotion
and his total connection to Torah, these
made the demand on us! I knew that
when he would see me, he would ask,
“Nu! Where are you holding?” For me,
as aba’al habayis (layman), this was not
an easy question to answer. I could not
Jjust say, “Tam learning this,” for the “Nu”
demanded — a question, an answer,
something more! It was mussar: Where
am | holding? If I am not ready for Reb
Ephraim, how will I be ready for the next
world?

This is not just me talking. I spoke to
a friend, a rebbe, who said the same
thing: “I always had to be ready!” And
this person had nothing to worry about!

One Man, So Many Approaches

at kind of rebbe could shape
many talmidim, whose diverse
backgrounds and varied per-

sonalities — “Just as their faces differ so too
do their traits”™ -~ mandate a special
approach for each individual? The answer
lies in an insight of Reb Tzaddok Ha'Ko-
hein of Lublin 7¥1* that T heard Reb
Ephraim interpret.

Rabbi Chanina states: “Much 1
learned from my teachers, more from
myy peers, but from my students more
than from the rest”* As Reb Ephraim
explained it; Each falmid has his own

1. The indented and italicized sections are quot-
ed from letters received by the Eisenberg fami-
ly during and after Shiva, very slightly medified
to make heartfelt and hastily transcribed
thoughts more suitable for publication.

2 See Sfas Emes, Korach {5647).

3 Tzidkas ha' Tzaddik paras. 216 and 231, See Yis-
roel Kedoshint para. 5 V'zeh haya isko shel Rabbi
Pinchas ben Yair.

4 Ta'anis 7a.
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unique conduit { “tzinor”) of Divine
influence that he must develop to tap
into his portion in Torah. That con-
duit, perforce, flows through the rebbe
to the falmidim. From one’s own
rebbe, one gains one’s own conduit,
modified by its passage through the
rebbe’s conduit. Through contact with
one’s peers one is influenced by mul-
tiple conduits, laterally. When a rebbe
has talmidim, however, multiple
unique conduits must flow through
that rebbe for him to convey teachings
to each respective talmid. He becomes
the “master pipeline,” flowing into the
proper sub-channels for each talmid.
But experience demonstrates that not
every rebbe is alert to the subtle differ-
ences between those conduits. Not
every rebbeis attuned to the careful cal-
ibration and application of the right
influences to the right person. Many
rabbeim impose one uniform mold, as
though one size would fit all.

We were accustomed to a shiur
served on a platter — the rebbe came
with a few questions and presented an
approach to resolve them. Great! Then
my friends and I encountered Reb
Ephraim’s method, which we came fo
prefer. Sure, he came in with something
to say. But when we raised a question,
he would give it “due diligence” - think-
ing and going through all the implica-
tions: “If you say that idea here, then
you have to say this there. And if you
say that, it’s going to be shverr from. ...
" It was open-mindedness that only
someone totally comfortable with
changing his mind and totally dedicated
to Truth — a truly humble person - can
do. “And truth will sprout from the
land™ — it may come through the ques-
tion of the bachur who was not from the
top half of the shiur.

At the beginning of the year, the
bachurim explained that they would
prefer a shiur based on the intricacies
of the text and the basic commentaries
itself rather than upon the theories of
the extrinsic commentaries (“reid”)....
So what did Reb Ephraim do? He
changed his style! It was amazing! — I
don’t think I ever had a rebbe that

5 Tehillim 85,12.

would or could do that, but he did. He
still managed to say the same profound
shiurim, but from the perspective of the
text and the basic commentaries, show-
ing how the big implications fit into
inferences from the words in the Gemo-
ra and Rashi.... We all loved the shiur.

Several of his maspidim (eulogizers)
noted that Reb Ephraim was not brilliant.
Rather, from his teens he constantly
immersed himself in Torah. His hasma-
da — under the most difficult circum-
stances — is legendary. (Perhaps. By the
time we met him, however, he seemed, to
us, quite brifliant.) His capacity for chid-
dush was amazing —“noch a kashya,” “noch
a teirutz,” “noch a he'ora,” “noch a daherr”
- another question, anocther answer,
another comment, another insight. Oth-
ers mentioned that he was “holding all
over”—he mastered the breadth of the Yam
haTlalmud, and was a brimming reservoir
of cross-references and insights on even
the most obscure topics.

Yet we, the talmidim, had our own
reasons for maintaining a devoted con-
nection to Reb Ephraim over the years.
We cherish our recollections of Reb
Ephraim because of the extraordinary
array of faculties he brought to bear as
our rebbe: His keen insight into a
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ralmids intellectual needs, his capacity
to provoke each individual’s own devel-
opment, his extreme patience and tol-
erance of every talmid’s idiosyncrasies
and petulance, his masterful orchestra-
tion of the seder and the shiur.

Before I was even officially part of
the yeshiva. .., Rebbe drew me close and
encouraged me.... I never before, or
since, had a rebbe who would go over
to his talmidim to initiate a talk in
learning.... It was during those first
months in Ner Yisroel that Rebbe’s
enthusiasm, motivation and, of course,
Rebbe’s smile made me feel right at
home.

I rernember (how could I possibly
forget!) how much of an interest Rebbe
took in my plans and how my parents
would feel about them. I do not know
that anyone else in my life took such ini-
tiative to help me....

We were learning Makkos and sev-
eral times a week Rebbe would speak
to me privately, sometimes for almost
two hours, about the sugya. Until then
Inever knew what it feels like to share
Torah thoughts with an outstanding
talmid chacham of Rebbe’s caliber.
How can 1 find words to describe the
debt [ owe Rebbe!




Not Eloquent... But So Nuanced

eb Ephraim was not an orator. He
Kid not wax eloquent. He had the
roadest repertoire of inflec-
tions and nuances of “takkeh” that I have
ever heard, using it - and “veah,” as well
— to connote a remarkable array of ideas,
messages and reactions, But through his
endless capacity for chiddush, he
expanded the frontiers of our minds,
and presented before us broad, new and
fertile tracts for us to work and cultivate,
developing our own skills and tech-
niques.

Pm writing to you, but it’s really for
me too. The first picture of Rebbe 7"t
that comes to mind is of him bent over
a Gemora... no difference where, when
- singing, humming a tune (or nat), but
just totally engrossed, with nothing else
in the world — simply a picture of pure
ahavas Torah, no distractions. Then we
would come over and wait for him to
look up and say “yeah” (the same yeah
that ended almost every shiur, started
almost every conversation in learning
or advice. And “yeah... gut” ended
them...).

Rebbe 731 was the one we went to,
because he was so available — too
available. Never would you ask about
something and leave without at least
one extra gem: an idea, a resolution, or
clarity in an issue or topic.

Rebbe 731 always had the patience
to explain or repeat the point to you
again or to another bachur or pair of
chevrusos. I know, because I sat only a
couple of rows in front of him for a peri-
od. I would go and talk to him about
something from shiur, and then I
would hear him tell it over and over
again to others, every time with the
same excitement and emphasis, yet
with a different nuance for each one.

Transition From Dependence to Autonomy

his critical period in our lives,
Thowever, was not just one of tran-
sition in learning, but in life, We
were beginning to develop into

autonomous individuals capable of deal-
ing with the broader world. This “broad-

er world” lay not necessarily beyond the
walls of the yeshiva, but beyond the
external and extrinsic structure and reg-
imen it imposed upon us. The time when
we had to begin considering marriage
and building a home drew nearer as well.

In these areas, Reb Ephraim also
helped us along our path towards full
maturity - as did, Roron, the Rebbirzen
she'tichyeh, who passes along her own
particular heritage from her father,
Rabbi Mordechat Gifter 531, The Eisen-
berg home had an open-door policy —
talmidim could and would come any time
to discuss issues concerning themselves
and their friends, their stroggles and dif-
ficulties, to receive counsel and derive
guidance.

This, then, is the aspect that we, the
talmidim, sensed. The maspidim at the
levaya — Reb Ephrainy’s great peers and
close relatives — could not necessarily cap-
ture the rebbe-talmid relationship. It was
not the nature of their respective expe-
riences. But we loved Reb Ephraim
because, without fanfare or presumption,
he nurtured us and cared for us through
the critical years that brought us from
dependence to autonomy, and because
we sensed his, and his family’s, warmth
and concern for us in their orchestration
of that process.

I once saw a Maharal (Nesivos
Olam, vol. 2, Nesiv ha’Ahavah, chaps.
1.2} that says: “The ideal love is when
one loves Hashem Yisborach for Him
Himself, when one recognizes His
greatness and loftiness, that He is
Truth and that His mitzvos are Truth.
When I first saw this remark, I had a
hard time relating to this concept.
What does it mean to love Him by rec-
ognizing His greatness? As far as I've
ever known, the love and care that my
relatives or friends had for me gener-
ated the love that I had felt toward
them. Even with my rabbeim, I only
seemed to feel a love for them because
of the care and concern they had for me.
It didn’t seem possible that love should
be generated by anything other than
someone else doing good for me.

But then, it hit me so, so hard, There
was one individual in my life that I
loved so much, but I could never

explain why. ... Now, with this Mahar-
al, I can convey the very real and deep
love that I felt and feel for my beloved
rebbe ... Reb Ephraim ben Reb Chaim
Ha'Levi 7 x1.

When I first entered his shiur he was
not [yet] involved in my personal, mun-
dane struggles. . . yet I immediately loved
my rebbe. His greatness and loftiness
were so obvious to me, they resulted in
an automatic love, so similar to the love
that 1 must have for Hashem. The say-
ing “to know him is to love him” is so
true. How can I explain what it means
for abachur in our generation te be in
involved with a rebbe who was, so vis-
ibly, always thinking in learning — even
when not sitting in front of a sefer?....
I would approach him to talk in learn-
ing. He would be squinting, gazing for-
ward, his mind totally in Torah, obliv-
ious to the fact that I was standing right
in front of him! To know him is to love
the Torah!

How privileged we were to have a
rebbe that wouldn't just say a shiur for
an hour and then disconnect from the
bachurim. He would come to us during
Seder and immerse himself in learning
with us. ...

... Ultinately, I also loved him for the
same reason I love some of my closest
friends. Although he was so great, he still
connected with me on a mundane level.
He was always concerned with my hap-
piness — both material and spiritual.
When it came time for shidduchim, he
cared for me like a father would....

¢ will atternpt to emulate
Whim, and fortify our own
diligence, quest for chiddush,

simcha in Torah, perhaps even his absti-
nence. Above all, however, we must fully
devote ourselves to helping others in
their growth in Torah and avodas
Hashem. This is the nefesh, the monu-
ment, the soul-force, that we set as our
commemoration of our Rebbe.
Whenever I fold Rebbe: “I'm an all-
American kid. What do I have to do
with a life in the yeshiva world?!” He
would always retort: “I was also an All-
American, and so was my shverr. If we
did it, so can you!” [ ]
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A Review Article by Rabbi Shlomo Furst

A Bottor Jous,

a Better Parent

Raising Roses Among Thorns, by Rabbi
Noach Orlowek, (Feldheim Publ, Ltd,,
Nanuet, NY, 2001 $22.95)

aising Roses Among the Thornsis a
Rfomprehensive Torah-based guide

o parenting. More importantly, it
is also a guide to husband-wife relation-
ships, parent-children interaction, with
pointers on dealing with schools — in
other words, a guide to enhanced func-
tioning as a Torah Jew, resulting in being
a better parent. As the author, Rabbi
Orlowek, puts it, “Our Torah is a power-
ful guide to all areas of life, and certain-
Iy to the all-important area of parenting”

At the onset, the book’s tone is set with
a quote from Chovos HaLevovos, " The rea-
son that a little bit of light drives away a
lot of darkness is because the light is real
and the darkness is not.” Just as HaKa-
dosh Baruch Hu creates unique challenges
for each generation, so too, correspond-
ingly, does He give siyata d’Shinaya to our
spiritual leaders, that they may reveal and
apply the Torah’s eternal truths to our
generation’s unique situation.

More than ever before, raising children
to become Torah Jews is a complex and
often exasperating task, and we may feel
tempted to enlist the spurious trends of
contemporary opinion to succeed at the
task. This book provides viable alterna-
tives based on daas Torah.

Rabbi Orlowek quotes the Alter of
Kelm, Rabbi Simcha Zissel Broyde, to the
effect that “one factor in children not lov-
ing their parents as much as parents love
their children is that they think the par-
ent does not really know what is best for
them” This statement was written per-
haps a hundred years ago, when the world
was much different from how it is now.
“Today, especially;” adds Rabbi Orlowek,
“we are at constant risk of losing our

Rabbi Furst is Mashgiach of Kollel Ruach Chaim
in Jerusalem.

parental influence. In our fast-changing
society, our children often have valid rea-
son to doubt that we understand them or
their world.”

Societal instability only adds to a child’s
natural sense of insecurity, and so our
parental responsibility to support and
encourage our children is, at this time,
even greater. Likewise, our efforts to reach
out and understand our children must be
even greater, As Rabbi Orlowek empha-
sizes: “The effort you make trying to
understand someone is a powerful
expression of love.... When you trouble
yourself to understand someone, you get
a glimpse of his innate nobility of soul,
the trials and tribulations that are unique-
ly his, and you begin to perceive the
Divine spark that glows within each of us”

We should not be deceived by the sim-
plicity of the book’s message - that every
nuance of chinuch and the almost infinite
combinations of behavior between par-
ent and child must flow from a basic prin-
ciple: parental love and happiness. In fact,
Rabbi Schach Y1, was questioned about
chinuch, and he is quoted as saying, “The
best education is happy parents.” To this,
add the advice to parents expressed by the
author’s rebbe, Rabbi Simcha Wasserman
Sryr: “The single greatest ingredient in suc-
cessful chinuch is love.”

If parents loved and tried to under-

| stand their children, then, even amidst al}

the difficulties and distractions of mod-
ern life, chinuch can proceed successful-
ly towards its goal. As Rabbi Orlowek
defines it, “Successful chinuch is actually
an ongoing transfer to the child of
responsibility for his decisions and his
fate.” Obviously, if this is what our Torah
leadership is teaching us, it is something
we must learn to perfect.

HOW TO RESPOND
TO DIFFICULT CHALLENGES

ven without the overwhelming
Einﬂuence of our galus, famnily life

can be, at the very least, a daunt-
ing challenge, for “the reality is that in all
families - especially those with an
infant, or several young children, or a few
teenagers, or all of the above — it’s nor-
mal for things not to go smoothly” How
we react to it all is the key to success —
as Rabbi Orlowek cautions: “But this does
not have to result in the anger, shouting
and confrontations that can 100 easily
become commonplace.”

The book provides us with general
rules, supported by the words of Chaz-
al, as well as dassical and conternporary
Rabbinic sources. In addition, there are
many practical exercises listed at the end
of every chapter, which help us to acquire
and reinforce proper habits and attitudes
that are so essential for parents to model
for their children.

Our obligation as parents is to raise
roses— our children, the offspring of the
Avos, Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov —
amongst the thorns...the thorns of
today’s amoral, pleasure-driven, secular
world, a world that glorifies and promotes
all that the Avos abhorred. This can be
done, Rabbi Orlowek offers, but only if
we build a bastion against it all: a warm,
understanding and loving Jewish home,

At first blush, there is little comfort
from the adage, “The apple does not fall
far from the tree” Don’t we see children
from illustrious Torah homes straying

KARKA IN ERETZ YISROEL

Call Rabbi Gavrie! Beer for information
on obtaining cemetery plots in Beth
Shemesh and other locations in Israel.

011-972-2-656-9427
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from the path of their parents? Indeed,
they say “that the apple does not fall far
from the tree when the winds are mild,
but when there are gale-force winds, the
apple can travel very far.” And as Rabbi
Orlowek writes, “Today we are living in
times where unbelievably powerful
winds are blowing.”

Nevertheless, this book tells us, we
can overcome the elements, beginning
with self-improvement — not only for
our own sake, but for the sake of our
children. As Rabbi Orlowek phrases it,
“The first step in any process of change
is motivating yourself to begin.”

Yes, our children are products of their
innate, G-d-given, physical, mental and
emotional qualities. But all of this is ini-
tially combined with their home envi-
ronment — the parental influence.
Children look to their parents for their
first sense of self-worth. “We dare not
betray this innocent trust.” We must love
and nurture our children to trust us and
to trust Hashem.

“Parents need to behave in such a way
that their children trust them totally, if
they hope to instill in them a trust in
Hashem. This will be, Pezras Hashem,
one of the most important elements in
raising a child in today’s world” Cor-
respondingly, “The greatest gift you can
give your child is the knowledge that he
is never alone, Hashem is always there
with us, at all times.”

MAINTAINING CALM AND STABILITY

blow the apples — our children — far

from the tree, parents must provide
calm and stability for their children. Qur
personal stability depends upon the
degree to which we have “made eternal
truths into a reality” in our own minds.
If so, “we will be able to maintain our calm
and happiness. Then we will be able to
inspire our children to want to emulate
our life ideals” The foundation of hap-
piness is Torah, for “Torah frees the per-
son to look at life correctly, and the cor-
rect perception leads to happiness.”

Rabbi Orlowek teaches us that we must
understand, sympathize and communi-
cate with our children. “Now, more than

In our time, when powerful winds can

ever, when our children are under such a
massive barrage of spiritually lethal influ-
ences, it is incumbent upon us to main-
tain an ongoing dialogue in order to know
what’s on their minds and in their hearts
... time together, even in silence, is a sign
of love. It implies: T enjoy your company.”
Our homes are thus the one hope for these
last generations of galus Yidden.

This book can be read and applied by
all, ideally long before the first child is
born and even before marriage. After all,
we of the past generation are far from per-
fect. We have our own problems and
hang-ups to contend with. But we can-
not postpone improving our middos,
strengthening our emuna, practicing our
skills in empathy, communication and
problem solving until after we have been
blessed with the responsibilities of caring
for our children’s -~ or a spouse’s — spir-
itual, emotional and physical needs. We
cannot wait because our behavior as par-
ents — the growing child’s primary role
models — s crucial to their chinuch, their
future and their place in Klal Yisroel. For
example, Rabbi Orlowek stresses, “How
important it is for the parent to be at ease,
because the child’s ability to speak, or even
think, is deeply affected by his parent’s
degree of calm.”

Indeed, the mood of the parent can
make or break the child. “I strongly believe
that the worst time to ask children to do
chores is when the parent is desperate for
their help. Doing chores is a normal part
of being a family member, and should be
regarded as part of family life. It is part
of training our children to be givers, and
should not, therefore, be invoked main-
ly when the mother is having a mini-cri-
sis of exhaustion or time-pressure. At
pressured moments, there will be an
undercurrent of demanding and negative
emotion that the child may rebel against”

READY FOR SCHOOL?

their children will have experienced
love, understanding and trust. They
will have self-esteem and be ready to start
school, a place where “the greatest drop
in self-esteem, in 60 percent of the stu-
dents, occurs between the first and fifth

I f the parents have done their job, then

grades.” This is a serious and difficult time
for parents and children, and Rabbi
Orlowek explains the causes and offers
solutions to combat this great potential
disaster.

Rabbi Orlowek speaks to the parent
and the school: “The school must con-
sciously make its goal the inculcation of
happiness in learning. It must bring about
in its students an identification of school
with pleasure; school has to be a place they
like to be” This book is thus for educa-
tors as well, for “even in the earliest days
in school, the teacher must create an
atmosphere in which the children want
to follow along.”

If not, what can we expect of our ¢chil-
dren and students? In today’s world, if our
boys are not in love with learning by the
time they are bar mitzva -—what will they
be in love with? And who will wean them
off it? At a similar age, if our girls do not
value an act of chessed and dream of Jew-
ish motherhood, how will we awaken them
from the chimera of fashions, and the
unwholesome relationships they attract?

‘Whatever happens in the home, at the
school, or on the street, we must remem-
ber that our children, like us, are poten-
tially destined for greatness. We are the
beloved offspring of Avraham, Yitzchak
and Yaakov. The source of our neshamos
is a place of purity. This should guide us,
and imbue us with the hope that we can
and will be successful in raising our chil-
dren in these difficult times. No doubt,
Hashern will help us. I would suggest to
the readers of this book to begin by tumn-
ing to page 141 to read a few lines: “We
must, at the beginning of our search for
a solution to a vexing and painful prob-
lem, purify our hearts and set out with
the humility and prayer that will bring
help from Hasherm.”

Raising Roses Among the Thorns is a
resource written to help us. The outside
world, as always, is the biggest threat, the
most dangerous “thorn” to the generation
that we have been entrusted to raise. Yet
— because of the destructive influence of
galus upon our middos, and our homes and
schools - we have the potential to become
thorns, as well, It is a sobering thought, but
there can be no excuses. Especially if we
have a book such as this to guide us. W
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Dear Sarah,
I hope that you and yours are well
and healthy after the terrible bombing

50 near your home.

n a magnificent morning in
O spring, I've just finished lodging
my whole litany of complaints,
pleas, thanks, worries, fears and regrets
at the Kotel. Walking backwards a few
steps, as is the custom, so as not to
immediately turn my back to the Wall,
I'm thinking of an email I got last night.
I spent the day in one of the semi.-
intensive care rooms at Hadassah,
rushing through my routine activities
and waiting for the immanent arrival
of one of the wounded, a 7-year-old boy
with burns over 70% of his body.
It was from my friend Chana Siegel,
a nurse at Hadassah, and the email
happened to arrive the same day we'd
had a rug put in in one of the bed-
rooms. On the phone with the store,
I'd said something I can’t recall hav-
ing ever said so flatly before, in all these

Mrs. Shapiro of Jerusalem is a frequent con-
tributor to these pages, most recently with “When
Grown-Ups are Helpless” (Sept. '02), Her most
recent book is A Gift Passed Along: A Woman
Looks at the World Around Her — ArtScroll.

Tht 9 Con Sunvive

years: “I dor’t want Arab workers”
That shift can probably be attributed
to the bombing the night before,
which, as Chana said, took place close
to our home. Our fifteen-year-old
daughter later realized that it had prob-
ably been the suicide bomber whom
she and her friends, sitting on a bench
outside, late Shabbos afternoon, had
seen about a half hour before the
explosion. He’d been wandering
around, probably hoping to come
across a crowd — which soon he did.
One of those who died was a little girl
in a carriage. When the child went up
in flames, her mother reached madly
to pull her out but couldn’t, because
her hand had been blown off.

You clear out a space in the room,
which means picking which patient is
most suitable to move to a lower level
of observation, you move the bed and
the dresser out, get the cleaning people
to mop up and you try to snag an elec-
tric eye IV pump that is not in use. You
fill up the nebulizer unit with distilled
water, and yot make sure you have both
an oxygen mask AND an oxygen hose,
because the patient will almost certainly
need supplementary oxygen.

CC 0, 1o, geveret, al tidagi,” the
Nman at the carpet store
assured me. “Raq poalim

Yehudim.” Only Jewish workers,

But when I opened the door — who
knows how these things happen — it
was two voung Palestinian men who
stood there facing me. One was in his

Sarah Shapiro

twenties, one a teenager. I showed them
in — their eyes averted, as were mine —
with ali their tools, and buckets, and
the roll of carpet.

They worked all day, steadily, with a
break for lunch out on the porch. Eyes
averted, [ had served them café chahor.
Every once in a while, tense, I'd looked
in on them as the work progressed.

They were doing a good job.

At six o'clock, the older one told me
they were done. I was out of checks, so
I paid in cash. “Can you give me a kabal-
[a?” 1 asked.

He shook his head, no.

“But” -1 didn’t know what to make
of this. “I'll need a receipt.”

“No.” He shrugged slightly. “T can’t.”

“You don’t have any from the store?”

He shook his head.

“You can just write it on a piece of
paper, then. Il give you paper.”

“No, no.” He seemed to be redden-
ing. His eyes, brown, glanced into mine.
“I -~ can’t write.” He was ashamed.

“Oh!” He was a very slender, olive-
skinned young man. “That’s all right”
He loocked like one of my cousins,
Michael, at that age. “So I'll write it and
you can sign it.”

He shook his head. “1 can’t write
Hebrew.”

“Oh!” I exclaimed, still trying to get
this straight. “So you mean you can't
write in Hebrew. What about Arabic?”

You rush through the burn treat-
ments of the two burn patients you
already have in the room, and you try
to rush the doctors of the various staffs
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who are planning to release patients
today into finishing their release letters
s0 you can hurry up and check the
patient out on the computer, and then
explain the release letter to the patient’s
family, You do whatever you can to thin
out ot finish the workload so that you'll
be free to deal with the transfer of what
will be a difficuls, physically and emo-

tionally demanding patient, and a

family that is bound to be an exhaust-

ed emotional wreck.

Shrugging maybe, he shool his head,
no.

“Really, Arabic would be fine. It
would be interesting for me!”

I went to get some paper and a pen
and pulled out a chair for him at the din-
ing room table, then watched, over his
shoulder, how the Arabic writing
appeared, as if of its own volition, and
then the numbers. He signed it, rose, and
handed me the note. I looked at his sig-
nature.

“May I ask what your name is?”

He told me the name {which I've for-
gotten). Something occurred to me, to
ask him. “What do you think of what’s

happening?”

And then the patient does not
come. Because he is not doing so well,
after all, and because in spite of two ter-
rorist attacks (you heard the helicopters
coming in with the wounded from
Ofra), the patient still cannot be
released from the Pediatric Intensive
Care Unit. Who were we kidding, any-
way? Seventy percent second and
third degree burns is a big deal, a dis-
aster to the body’s ecological system.
Thank G-d they could still keep him in
PICU.

Heaven knows, you will get to
know him well enough in the weeks
and weeks and weeks ke will be with
you all in semi-intensive care, assum-
ing, G-d willing, he makes it that far.
You know, within certain parameters,
what will be, and it will not be
pretty.

Pain flitted over his face. He shook
his head, lifting both hands, palms up.
“I don’t know,” he said, pressing one
hand lightly to his heart. “1 am just a
small person.”

It will involve oceans and oceans of

pain, for the child, for his family, and,

to a more limited extent, for you.

“Does it hurt you at all, what’s hap-
pening?” My mind veered crazily into
the thought of the woman reaching for
her little girl and ricocheted crazily away.
“When your people do things, when
they hurt children?”

You wish you could just be doing
appendectomies and hernias.

“Yes,” he said, as I wondered if he
meant it. “I don’t want to die. I don’t
want to send my children to die”

The self-preservation instinct? Could
one safely assume, then, that this was not
a likely candidate for martyrdom?

*Oh,” 1 said, “so you have children?”

“Would you like to see?”

You try to prepare a face for all the Arab
faces you will meet.

He took out his wallet. First, a girl,
two years old, but it was the little boy,
aged seven, that got me. A sweet face.
Disturbingly sweet.

Faces of children you will care for, about
whom you will also bring yourself to care.

Once again, “T don’t want my children
to die”
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he Western Wall Plaza stretches |
l out before me. As | head toward

the long flight of stairs that Tl be
climbing to the Jewish Quarter of the
Old City, I notice twoe Arab women on
their way down, arm in arm, one kean-
ing on the other for support.

It’s a slow, laborious descent. 1 slow
down as I approach, watching.

You remind yourself that you do this
for you, not necessarily for them,
because this is part of what it means to
be “rachmanim bnei rachmanim.”
Because at the end of the day, this is
what makes you different from them.
1 see them better now. The difficul-

ty of the older one’s walking, and the
younger one’s difficulty, supporting the
weight. A scarf’s wrapped around the
younger one’s head and tied under the
chin, as is the custom, but the other one’s
dressed in secular fashion.

You put your anger in a box and nail
the top on tight, because this is not the
place, this is not the forum to let it out,
Amazing how hard a mundane thing

like going downstairs can be, when
you're in pain. At the foot of the stairs
is a wheelchair, waiting. The younger
one must have brought it down and got-
ten it set up there beforehand.

And you know that tomorrow will
be another day in the ward, that no
matter how tempting it may be to fall
apart, you will continue to function,
just as you did today, because tomor-
row that little boy, or another one, will
be there, and will need you, and a lot
of other people who ean keep the lid on
the box and just get on with it.

They get to the bottom. The older
one’s not so old, after all — maybe in
her mid-fifties.

You will try to stop dramatizing
yourself by doing things like writing in
the second person.

Grimacing, she grips the arm rests as
the other woman lowers her down. For
all  know, the one in the chair, in pain,
has dedicated her motherhood to rais-
ing suicide bombers, The younger one
could very well view it as her sacred duty
to hate ~ or who knows, kill — his Jew-
ish infidel coming their way, who for
some unknown reason seems to be look-

ing in their direction.

Even to be civil to these people might
be a betrayal of myself and my people’s
blood, but if the two of them are blos-
soms of Amalek, here and now theres
no way for me to know. All I can do is
to practice self-preservation — Jewish
self-preservation — and perpetuate
our survival as rachmanim bnei rach-
manin.

I nod politely towards the wheelchair.
A shadow of the bombing looms up,
blocking the sun. “Shalom, geveret.
Boker tov.

The younger one’s face is a hard steely
surface; her lowered gaze darts instant-
ly away. But the other woman’s bleakly
stricken countenance tips up towards me
from under her body’s pain and the dead-
weight hatred of three thousand years.

Stay well. Stay healthy.

Suspicion flickers under her skin, but
for a fraction of a moment,

We are all in Hashemy's hands.

an uncertain moment, her face
dawns tentatively in grateful surprise.

Love,
Chana "
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to effectuate zechusim for Klal Yisroel.
Even a modest kabhala (resolution) can
make a world of difference.

!
wrote in the June 2002 edition of |
The Jewish Observer, titled “Ter-
rorism, Sugar Cubes, and Filet Min-
gon” {about our attitudes
towards events in Eretz Yisroel),
there has been a remarkable
flow of responses via phone calls,
faxes and letters, from eleven
cities in three countries {includ-
ing a call from Sydney, Australia)
with similar sentiments — that the
message of this brief article
touched their souls. Almost all cor-
respondents had the same trou-
bling question, though asked in a
variety of ways: “Rabbi Ginzberg,
what do you suggest that I and my
family do to demonstrate our deep
feelings for the suffering of Acheinu
Bais Yisroel in Eretz Yisroel?”
My immmediate response was two-
fold. First and foremost, it is a ques-
tion for Gedoled Yisroel and beyond the
purview of the writer.
The second point is to understand
that one need not make major life
changes (they usually don't last, anyway}

In response to an article this writer
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Some years ago, 1 had
the opportunity to visit with a former
outstanding talmid of the Chofetz Chaim
7-y1in Radin. He related that when the

Rabbi Ginzberg, founding Ravof our Ohr Moshe
Torah, Instituie in Hillerest, NY, is currently Rav
of the Chofetz Chaimn Torah Center of
Cedarhurst {Long Island), New York.
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va, Rabbi Naftoli Trop ¥¥1. was deathly
ill, the talmidin organized around-the-
clock Torah learning and Tehillirm, with
public fasting, and so on. They then
approached the Chofetz Chaim %1 to
join them in their efforts on behalf of Reb
Naftoli. The Chofez Chaim Y thought
for a few moments, and said, “Yes, I would
tike to participate in accepting something
upon myself in the zechus of Reb Naftoli,
I will learn two minutes extra in zechus
of his refua (recovery).”
The talmidim were stunned at the
Chofetz Chaim’s seemingly tack of
concern for the grave situation, espe-
cially in view of the great sacrifices
that they were prepared to undergo
for their beloved Rebbe. But the
Chofetz Chaim taught them a valu-
able lesson. Even two minutes of sin-
cere learning can be a powerful
zechus. This devoted talnd of the
Chofetz Chaim concluded that Reb
Naftoli did have a miraculous
recovery, and resumed saying his
brilliant shiurin in the Yeshiva.
While some believed it was dueto
the great personal sacrifices they
had made on his behalf, some
understood that it was more like-
ly due to the Chofetz Chaim’s two
minutes of additional learning on
his behaif.
here is one idea, though,
that does weigh heavily on
my mind and in my heart.
So many families have been decimated
by terrorist attacks over the last two
years, and have tost all hope of being able
to restore some quality to their shattered
lives. More impeortant, they have come
to feel alone, ignored and isolated as
their plight is reduced to a statistic.

In my opinion, if every shul in the
.S would adopt just one family as their
famnily and their responsibility, what a
world of difference it could make! The
members of the shul would not only
provide much-needed financial support,
but equally important, they would pro-
vide moral and emotional support.
When member go to Eretz Yisroel, they
would visit with their family (as they
would their own rejatives). The mem-
ber would keep up on the progress of
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the children in school, health matters
and their overali well-being.

Imagine the chizuk that each fami-
ly would feel, knowing that while the
pain of missing their loved ones will
never disappear from their lives, their
farnily will have now grown tenfold and
they are part of a much larger family.
They would participate in simchos of the
new members, as these members would
participate in theirs.

In a sense 1t was like the Klausen-
berger Rebbe 53t had said: “The Nazis
took eleven children from me. In
response | will open eleven yeshivos. One
in memory of each of my children. Every
one they took, I will replace with hun-
dreds.”

S0, too, we say to the Arab murder-
ers, wm “You tried to destroy a small
family; we replaced it with a much larg-
er one — one that may contain hundreds
of new family members.”

While the chizuk and benefit the fam-
ily would derive is obvious, members of
participating shul also have much to gain:
the knowledge that they have joined
together as one to save a family in Klal
Yisroel will give much nachas to them
and to the Borer Olam, They can par-
ticipate in Hashem’s work of being
zokeif kefufim — helping those bent
stand upright, and since only one fam-
ily would be assigned to each shu, it need
not become the burden on the individ-
ual members. This would apply to every
shul, large and small, with the larger ones
adopting the larger families.

The first step would be consultation
with Gedolei Torah for their daas Torah.
I have discussed this idea with my own
Rebbe, Rabbt Henoch Letbowitz ko,
Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim,
who felt it would be a chessed shel ermnes,
and that it is worthy of further explo-
ration. Also needed is a group of con-
cerned ohavei Yisroel whose broken
hearts are crying at the current situation
in Eretz Yisroef (like the people who called
me after reading the previous article).

And we could hear from the respect-
ed readers of The Jewish Observer who
would like to commient on the feasibil-
ity of such a program being imple-
mented. B

“KIRUV PROFESSIONALS
DESERVE QUR RESPECT”

To the Editor:

I read Rabbi Keller’s response to a let-
ter regarding unconventional approach-
es pursued by various kiruv organiza-
tions in their attempts to reach out to
alienated Jews (“let Us Build Torah
With Torah,” Sept. 702}, T cannot under-
stand why you published this exchange.

While admittedly some of their pro-
grams were quite unconventional and
may have been out of line with estab-
lished norms in the Torah community,
why was this aired in a public forum?
Shouldn’t these criticisms have been
conveyed directly to the organizations
and only then — if there were no satis-
factory response — published in your
pages? Kiruy professionals are dedicat-
ed workers, engaged in a heroic spiri-
tual hatzala. Don't they deserve love,
respect, encouragement and more dis-
creet treatment?

YISROEL MEVER FEINERMAN
Brooklyn, NY

EDITORIAL RESPONSE:

We share the letter writer’s admira-
tion for the extraordinary dedication of
the kiruv professionals. They are truly
on the front line in our war against
intermarriage and assimilation, and
continue to win countless battles for the
spiritual revival of our jewish brothers
and sisters, one neshama at a time,

This was clearly stated in both Rabbi
Keller’s original article and his response
to the letter to the editor. Both articles
also stressed that the concerns raised and
the examples of unacceptable tenden-
cies cited are not to be considered as
characteristic of the movement as a
whole.

Contrary to the writer’s assumption,
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Rabbi Keller did speak to some of the
organizations referred to, and unsuc-
cessful attempts were made to meet
with others. But that is really imma-
terial to the question of whether the
exchange should have been published.
That these organizations, whose
names were not mentioned in the arti-
cles, could be identified and feel
slighted 1s due to the fact that these
activities were public and openly
advertised. That very fact is what
called for a public discussion of the
propriety of these activities, which,
although not universal to the kiruv
movement, are definitely part of a
trend. What one group does publicly
without any criticism or protest, leads
others to emulate. It is literally impos-
sible to track down and personally con-
tact all the organizations that may be
adopting these practices. In fact, many
in the movement have said that the
article was long overdue. Positive cor-
rections have already begun to be made
as a result of it

It is precisely because the movement
is so precious and so vital to the future
of Kial Yisroel that its integrity and the
dignity of its activists should be zeal-
ously guarded.

Corrections and calls for dose scruti-
ny should be made publicly, to correct
misconceptions and to avoid the erosion
of accepted standards of modesty,
halacha, and K’vod HaTorah. Thus the
public discussion in our pages. It would
be to the benefit of all concerned if pol-
icy matters and the details of new proj-
ects were first submitted to Gedolei
HaTorah for review. N.W,
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