




New! - who gave 
Pesach Haggadah Anthology 

_;1~-;;t" .Avos Treasury 
St".'~l.an antholoc;y of 1ns1c;hts, commentaRy anb 

··· <~ anecbotes on the weekly toRah Reab1nc; 
by Rabbi Moshe Lieber, Edited under the direction of Rabbi Nosson Scherman 

Rabbi Moshe Lieber does for the Chumash what he has done so successfully for the Haggadah and 
Pirkei Avos. This is a work that will be an instant classic, that will grace your Shabbos table and reading 

desk - and that will attract every member of your family. 
In this handsome, beautifully arranged volume, you can see what many scores of scholars have written about 

the weekly Torah reading. This fascinating, captivating work sifts through centuries of Jewish thought to select 
thousands of comments, Midrashim, stories, and ideas on the weekly Torah reading. A combination of brief 
entries and longer explications make this work a versatile resource for lively Shabbos table discussion. 

The hundreds of anecdotes alone make for lively reading, not to mention countless illuminating, read-
able and thought-provoking comments. 8~" x 11" Coffee-table size edition 

NEW IN THE SCHOTTENSTEIN EDITION OF THE TALMUD: 
Shevuos in the Hebrew Edition, Menachos II in the English Edition 

Medical Halachah for 
doctors, nurses, and patients 

by Dr. Abraham S. Abraham 

Dr. Abraham S. Abraham, a world-
renowned physician, is also a leading 

expert on the halachic ramifications of 
modern medicine. He was close to Rabbi 
Shlomo Zalman Auerbach zt"I, and is an 
intimate of Rabbi Yehoshua Neuwirth, 
author of Shemiras Shabbos KeHUchasah, 
among others. 

Almost every family is forced at some 
point to make decisions that require the 
knowledge and judgment contained in 

this book. Based on the Shulchan 
Vol. II: Yoreh Deah Aruch, this work is a necessity for 

every rabbi, physician, and library. Also available Vol. I: Orach Chairr1 

Rabbi Avigdor Miller was one of the 
gedolim of our time. He was tireless -

in his learning, his teaching, and his striving 
for personal growth. 

The inimitable logic, wit, and candor of 
his discourses captivated, uplifted, educat
ed, and encouraged. The essence of his 
thought, which he presented in his meticu
lously prepared lectures, is captured in this 
first volume of essays compiled from his 
recorded lectures. This compelling selection 
is dedicated to talks he gave on Marriage, 
Children, Shabbos and Loving Hashem. 
Includes a list of every source referenced in the essays. 

me life of the tzadliilf Reb 
Mordecilai .Dov of Homosteipel 

by Rabbi Abraham J. Twerski, M.D. 

Over a forty-year period, Reb Motele 
earned a golden reputation as a per

son possessing soaring scholarly abilities, 
a passionate love for every Jew and palpa
ble sensitivity to any pain or adversity con~ 
fronting his Chassidim. 

Rabbi Abraham J. Tvverski, M.D., a 
descendant of the Rebbe, has dedicated 
his insightful literary talents to the pleasant 
task of bringing this outstanding gadol 
hador to the attention of today's reading 
public. Dr. Twerski has collected the treas
ures of his heritage and combined them 
with family stories of other famous personages of that era. 

Rab bi Be rel Wein once again exhibits his 
admirable talent for clear, lucid explanation 

in this highly informative work. Though each 
chapter is brief, the sweep of the book is broad 
- exploring life-cycle events from birth through 
death, the Jewish view of family life and values, 
character refinement, Sabbath, holidays an"-
specific religious practices. 

An enriching reading experience, Living 
Jewish enables every reader to find deeper 
meaning in Jewisl1 traditions and 
reconnect with the ancient values 
that have found new expression in 
the modern era . 

._.A,) ---·-·-·----------··---------· ·-··----·----·----.---
~ Available at your local Hebrew bookstore or call: 1-800-MESORAH • In NYS: (718) 921-9000 • FAX: (718) 680-1875 • www.artscrolf.com 



Oorah Kiruv Rechokim enrolls Public School children into Yeshivos. liter
ally saving hundreds ofYiddishc Neshamos. 
As a fundraiser for this critical cause, Oorah opened Cucumber 
Communications, a business providing low rate. quality phone service. 
All proceeds go DIRECTLY towards placing children in Yeshivas and day 
schools. The more customers Cucumber Communications has, the more 
children learning in Yeshivas. 
Cucumber Communications provides the lowest, direct dial, long distance 
rates in the country. Only 4.5d per minute state to state. Billed in 6-second 
increments. No minin1ums, or switching foes. 

Inco111ing 800 numbers from US bill at the same low rate. Low internation
al rates. (Calls made to a cell phone are higher.) 
• You ha\'e phone bills anyway. 
•Thousands of Jewish children arc waiting to leave public schools and 
begin a Yeshiva education. 
• \\'ith just a 5-minute phone call, you can help save another Neshoma! 
And money, too! 
Make the right connection now! Call J .877.CUCUMBER and get a great 
deal on your long distance bill while helping enroll children in ycshivos. 
We look forward to communicating with you. 

In-state rates vary. State to state calls are billed in 6-sccond 
increments from beginning of call. Tntemational calls arc 
billed in 6-sccond increments after first 30 seconds. 
International cell phone rates arc higher. Bills under SIS will 
be charged a billing charge ofS2.50. Not available in all areas. 

~c;;.u1mcuunn1her· "" /catforJS; 

For tnore info and to sign up, call: 

1.877.CUCUMBER 
www.800cucumber.co1n 



THE JEWISH OBSERVER (ISSN) 
0021-6615 is published monthly except 
July and August by the Agudath Israel 
of America, 42 Broadway, New York, 
NY10004. Periodicals postage paid in 
New York, NY. Subscription $24.00 per 
year; two years, $44.00; three years, 
$60.00. Outside of the United States (US 
funds drawn on a US bank only) $12.00 
surcharge per year. Single copy $3.50; 
foreign $4.50. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes 
to: The Jewish Observer, 42 Broadway, 
NY., NY. 10004. Tel: 212-797-9000, Fax: 
646-254-1600.Printed in the U.S.A. 

RABBI NISSON WOLPIN, EO!TOA 

EDITORIAL BOARD 

RABBI JOSEPH ELIAS 
Chairman 

RABBI ABBA BRUDNY 
JOSEPH FRIEDENSON 
RABBI YISROEL MEIR KIRZNER 
RABBI NOSSON SCHERMAN 
PROF. AARON TWERSKI 

DR. ERNST L. BODENHEIMER Z"L 
RABBI MOSHE SHERER Z"L 
Founders 

MANAGEMEITT BOARD 
AVI FISHOF, NAFTOLI HIRSCH 
ISAAC KIRZNER, RABBI SHLOMO LESIN 
NACHUM STEIN 

RABBI YOSEF C. GOLDING 
Managing Editor 

Published by 
Agudath Israel of America 

U.S. TRAOE DISTRIBUTOR ISRAEU REPRESENTATIVE 
Feldlleim Publishers lotnl. Media Placement 
200 Airport Executive Park POB 7195 / 5 Even Israel 
Nanuel, NY 10954 Jerusalem. ISRAEL 

BRITISH REPflESENTATIVE 
M.T. Bibelmao 
Grosvenor Works 
Mount Pleasant Hill 
London ES 9NE, ENGLAND 

FRENCH REPRESENTATIVE 
Rabbi Bamberger 
21 Boulevard Paixhans 
57000 Metz 
FRANCE 

SWISS REPRESENTATIVE 
Mr. S. Feldinger 
Leimanstrasse 36 
4051 Basel, SWITZERLAND 

BELGIAN REPRESENTATIVE 
Mr. E. Apter 
Lange Kievitstr. 29 
2018 Antwerp 
BELGIUM 

SOUTH AFRICAN 
REPRESENTATIVE 
Mr. V. Taback 
PO Box 51552, 
Raedene, Johannesburg 
2124 SOUTH AFRICA 

THE JEWISH OBSERVER does not 
assume responsibility for the Kashrus 
of any product, publication, or service 
advertised in its pages 

© Copyright 2002 

December 2002. 
VOLUMEXXXV/N0.10 

Teves 5763 • December 2002 
U.S.A.$3.50/Foreign $4.50 •VOL X:XXV/NO. 10 

THE DANGERS OF DIALOGUE 

6 

7 

I I 

Introduction, Rabbi Nissan Wolpin 

The Realities of Emuna, Rabbi Eliyahu Meir Klugman 

lessons I learned From the Son of a Reform Rabbi, 

Rabbi Leib Kelemen 

Focus ON TEFILLA 

17 

28 

35 

36 

Bringing Our Prayers to a Higher level, 

Rabbi Heshy Kleinman 

living the law, Rabbi Ari Z Zivotovsky and Dr.Ari Greenspan 

Best Wishes, Mrs. Faygie Borchardt 

Reader's Forum: learning From Yoseif's Wisdom 

BOOKS IN REVIEW 

42 The Torah lifestyle: Finding Meaning and Purpose 

in a World Transformed, by Rabbi B. Shafier, 

reviewed by Rabbi Yosef C. Golding 

43 

45 

The Pleasant Way, by Rabbi Sholom Smith, 

reviewed by Rabbi Shimon Finkelman 

P.S.A Matter of Inclusion - Not Rejection 



0 
ne of the blessings of living in 
a democratic society is the prin
ciple that civility is a given, and 

that part of decent interaction among 
different groups is a willingness to 
reach across barriers in camaraderie, or 
at the very least, with dialogue. This is 
a desirable - indeed, a necessary- ingre
dient of political and business discourse, 
because virtually all ideas are negotiable 
and discussible: Policies are always 
open to revision, compromise, and 
improvement. But this has limitations, 
as well - just as all blessings of democ
racy do. For example, freedom of speech 
is also a cherished privilege; in fact, we 
consider it is a basic right. Yet, there are 
times when speech is limited - for exam
ple, when involving defamation, libel, or 
the classic case of shouting "fire" in a 
crowded theater. 

By the same token, engaging in dia
logue has limitations for Torah Jews, as 
it would apply to areas of Revelation and 
Mesora. Not only have rabbinical lead
ers restricted Orthodox representatives 
from participating in religious dialogue 
with non-Jewish spokesmen, they have 
also called on them to desist from dia
logue with Conservative or Reform 
spiritual leaders. Truth is indivisible, non-
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negotiable; it is not open to differing def
initions, all of them «legitimate.') 

For example, in 1985, when the 
presidents of national Orthodox and 
Conservative rabbinical organizations 
each addressed the other's convention, 
the Moetzes Gedolei Hatorah of Amer
ica* expressed categorical opposition to 
this exchange of convention pulpits, 
declaring, among other points: 

The classic tenets of Judaism are 
not negotiable nor are they subject 
matter for dialogues with those who 
are purveying to an unwary public a 
"Judaism" that tears down funda
mentals of our ancient heritage - all 
in the name of Halacha .... 

Instead of convincing the Conser
vative rabbinic leaders to reverse their 
beliefs and behaviors on major reli
gious issues, which is the stated pur
pose of this Orthodox group's enter
ing into such a dialogue, the 
overwhelming result of this approach 
is the creation of a public impression 
that the Orthodox and Conservative 
groups represent merely alternative 
outlooks on Judaism with negotiable 
differences on specific localized 
issues .... We call upon the leaders of 
this Orthodox rabbinic group not to 

further this false notion .... 
(For the full text of the Statement 

see JO, April '85, and for further dis
cussion, see "When There is a Need for 
Distinctions;' May '85.) 
A so1newhat similar occurrence - the 

recent publication of a book consisting 
of a dialogue on fundamental principles 
of faith between a recognized Torah 
scholar and the leader of the Association 
of Reform Zionists of America -
prompted a declaration by the Moetzes 
Gedolei Hatorah, rejecting the book's 
premise, and therefore the book itself. 
(See JO Nov.'02.) In the pages that fol
low, we present an essay, "The Realities 
of Emuna.'' by Rabbi Eliyahu Meir 
Klugman, which spells out the non
negotiable nature of our basic beliefs, 
followed by "The Dangers of Dialogue: 
Lessons I Learned from the Son of a 
Reform Rabbi.'' by Rabbi Leib Kelemen, 
which explores the issue further. 

N.W. 

*"'Signatori~;~- included(in alph·;betical ~rder) 
Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, Rabbi Mordechai Gifter, 
Rabbi Moshe Horowitz (Bostoner Rebbe), Rabbi 
Yaakov Kamenetzky, Rabbi Avrohom Pam, Rabbi 
Yaakov Yitzchak Ruderman, Rabbi Israel Spira 
(Bluzhovcr Rebbe), n:n::i7 'Oll,:n and n~7:l' 

Rabbi Elya Svei N""'7W. 
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T
he Torah Jew today finds his con
victions under constant assault 
from the society in which he lives. 

Moving into a physical ghetto is not an 
option in Western society. Even if it were, 
we have the obligation to spread the 
d'var Hashem to our not-yet-observant 
brothers and sisters - the vast majority 
of our fellow Jews - and to defend the 
truths of Sinai from attempts at distor
tion. As a result, situations will arise 
where the confrontation between truth 
and falsehood becomes inevitable and 
the maamin must respond. 

A meaningful response, however, car
ries with it risks that may be even more 
dangerous than silence. Nor are the 
premises of the debate clear. If we define 
emuna as «belief;' how does one respond 
to a Jew who does not "believe" in 
Hashem? How do we define our"beliefs;' 
and how does that definition determine 
the nature, venue and format of our 
responses to one who does not share those 
beliefa, usually from lack of any exposure 
to the truth and beauty of Torah? 

T
hree times the Torah describes the 
Jewish People as "believing:' 
These three "beliefs," says the 

Maharal ( Gevuros 47), constitute the 
foundation of Judaism, and without any 
one of them, Judaism is not viable. One 
is the conviction that everything is in His 
hands, and that without Him there is 
nothing (ein od milvado). The second 
belief is Hashem's direction of the 
affairs of this world (hashgacha). The 
third of the three "beliefs" is Torah min 
Hashamayim, the knowledge that 
Hashem spoke to the Jewish people at 
Sinai and gave them the Torah. 

l)iscussions regarding Judaism usu
ally center on the third belief, that of an 
-----·-·· -· -
Rabbi Klugman lives in Jerusalein where be is a 
n1aggid shiur in a yeshiva gedola. He is a frequent 
contributor to these pages. 
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immutable, binding Torah given by 
G-d himself to the Jewish People at Sinai. 
The first two "beliefs;' after all, are not 
unique to Judaism. Without belief in a 
G-d who directs the affairs of the world 
there is no meaning to religion at all. 

Because of the centrality of Torah min 
Hashamayim to the definition of 
Judaism, a clearer understanding of its 
realities is necessary if we are to grap
ple with the question of how to respond 
to and interact with those for whom this 
emuna is lacking. 

*** 

W
hen a child learns to talk, our 
Sages (Succa 42a) tell us, the 
first words his father teaches 

him are: "Torah tziva lanu Moshe 
morasha Kehillas Yaakov." (Devarim 
33,4) After thanking Hashem for one's 
life when he arises in the morning, 
(Modeh ani), the Jew begins his day with 
the very same assertion. 

Torah tziva lanu Moshe morasha 
Kehillas Yaakov is not only the intro
duction to Judaism, it encapsulates and 
defines the essence of the Jew and of 
Judaism. Each of the seven words com
prising this succinct verse constitutes 
another dimension of Torah niin 
Hashamayim. 

Torah - The first two of the Asseres 
Hadibros- Anochi and Lo yihiyeh lecha 
- were communicated directly to Kial 
Yisroel at Sinai. Torah, our Sages tell us 
(Makkos 23b), refers to the 611 mitzvos 
which were commanded to Moshe. 

Torah is the revealed Will of Hashem. 
Hashem is both all-inclusive, and ulti
mately one. Not only is He beyond all 
physical perceptions, His united total
ity does not lend itself to division or 
analysis. His Will and His Word is His 
Essence, as revealed to us. (Hu u'retzono 
chad - see Nefesh HaChaim IV.) 

Rabbi Eliyahu Meir Klugman 

Any discussion of Torah, then, must 
take as its point of departure that it is 
the Will, the Word, and in effect the 
Essence of Hashem, as revealed to us. 

Tziva-Hashem commanded us to fol
low His laws. Compliance is not option
al, nor can one pick and choose which 
mitzvos to observe and which to ignore. 
The term mitzva is meaningless without 
belief in a Metzaveh, He who com
manded those mitzvos. This aspect of 
Torah miSinai is more difficult for one 
raised in a society where the preeminent 
value is personal autonomy, which puts 
the stress on the individual's rights, rather 
than on his obligations and restrictions. 

Lanu- Hashem spoke to all of us, to 
the entirety of Kial Yisroel at Sinai. Torah 
miSinai is a historical fact, witnessed by 
three million men, women and children 
(Kuzari I, 25). As Rabbi S.R. Hirsch 
describes it, "Just as they had been made 
certain by the evidence of their own 
senses of the absolute Might of G-d over 
a1l the powers of man and nature, so 
now [did they] see and hear and expe
rience for themselves with equal cer
tainty ... the fact that G-d can speak to 
Man and did speak to Moshe." 

Again and again, the Torah (Devarim 
4,9ff; 5,4,19ff) stresses that Hashem 
spoke to us face to face at Sinai. Emuna 
in maamad Har Sinai (the historic 
Assembly at Mount Sinai), then, is based 
on historical realities founded on the liv
ing, lucid experiences of a whole nation. 
Indeed, the Torah includes all of Israel 
as witnesses to this: "Has a people ever 
heard the voice of G-d speaking from the 
midst of the fire as you have ... ?" 
(Devarim 4,33) 

Because the entire nation witnessed 
the revelation at Sinai, the Ramban (She
mos 19,9) asserts "that faith will endure 
for all generations. And if a prophet or 
dreamer arises, who contests [Moshe's] 
word, [the Jewish People] will dispute 
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him immediately, because they saw 
and heard themselves." 

ple themselves saw and heard the fire 
and the voices, and saw Moshe enter the 
mist and heard the Voice speak to him, 
directing him to command the Jewish 
People." 

Emuna, then, is properly defined not 
as belief, but rather as knowledge - or 
better yet, conviction. It constitutes our 
conviction of the veracity of a histori
cal event, witnessed by and transmitted 
to us by our fathers. 

Not only ma'amad Har Sinai, 
emphasizes the Chasam Sofer (She'eilos 
U'Tshuvos, Yoreh De' ah 356), hut every 
incident recorded by Moshe in the Torah 
(except for the doings of Bilaam and 
Balak), was either witnessed by the Jew
ish People, or - as in the history from 
Adam Harishon to the dor hajlaga- was 
passed on from father to son. And, the 

Moshe - The Jew's faith in Taras 
Moshe, the Rambam ( Yesodei ha Torah 
8: I) explains, is also the result of first -
hand experience and not "belief' It is 
not dependent on any miracles Moshe 
performed, but on "the fact that the peo-
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Chasam Sofer stresses, "parents do not 
bequeath lies to their children:' 

Thus, when discussing the existential 
issues of life and the essence of Judaism, 
that discussion must be predicated on 
the awareness that just as nature is a fact, 
Torah miSinai is equally a fact. 

Judaism is not a religion, Torah is not 
theology, and emuna is not belief. 

Religions are human productions, 
creations of the mind and spirit of man, 
conceptions which men have formed 
about G-d, and concentrate primarily on 
worship and on the spiritual side of 
man. Theology comprises a system of 
human ideas and doctrines about G-d. 
Belief is intuitive, individual, vague 
and ultimately unprovable. 

Hashem's revelation and speaking to 
the Jewish People at Sinai was none of 
the above. 

Judaism is the Divine command to 
the Jewish People, and concerns not 
merely one aspect of life, but encom
passes all of life. Torah comprises 
Hashem's concepts about man and the 
mandates of G-d's will as applied to 
mankind and the Jewish People; not 
what G-d means to man, but rather 
what the universe, mankind and Israel 
mean to Hashem, the Creator and Ruler 
of them all. 

And emuna is not belief. Emuna is 
rather the strong, unwavering (see She
mos 17, 12 Vayehi yadav emuna) con
viction of the reality of Hashem speak
ing to the Jewish People at Sinai, le'einei 
kol Yisroel. 

Morasha- The Torah is our heritage. 
All children, young and old, wise and 
ignorant, righteous or otherwise are the 
natural heirs to an inheritance. It is their 
birthright. But a morasha, explains 
Rabbi Yehoshua Leib Diskin, is differ
ent from a yerusha. The latter, an inher
itance, is the property of the recipient. 
He can safeguard it, bequeath it, tamp
er with it or dispose of it, as he sees fit. 

The Torah, say our Sages (Avos 2:17), 
is not a yerusha for the Jew. (See Sfas 
Emes, Succos.) It is not an inheritance, 
which is his to alter and bend to fit his 
fancy. It is rather a morasha, a heritage, 
bequeathed on the terms of the one who 
bestows it, and is not the property of the 
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recipient to reformulate and modify. 
There is another dimension to this 

morasha. One is obligated to share it 
with every other Jewish brother and sis
ter, for they have equal rights and 
responsibilities to this heritage. (See San
hedrin 91 b.) That obligation to share, 
however, can only be on the terms by 
which we received it, and provided that 
sharing does not constitute or lead to 
damage to that heirloom. 

Kehillas - Hashem entrusted His 
Torah not to the weak and fleeting indi
vidual, but to the strong, enduring and 
united community. Had all of Kial Yis
roel not stood at Sinai, k'ish echad b'lev 
echad, as one 1nan of one mind and 
heart, they would not have received the 
Torah. 

From Kehillas Yaakov flows the arvus 
imperative, the mutual responsibility of 
every Jew for every other Jew. That 
responsibility is spiritual no less than 
physical. We are accountable for the spir
itual health of our brethren if we are in 
a position to foster their wellbeing by 
our words and deeds, but fail to do so. 

Today, in 5763/2002, the only legit
imate basis for Jewish unity is the same 
as that which united Jews at Sinai 3315 
years ago. And the concern and respon
sibility that binds us is mandated and 
justified only within the framework of 
the n1orasha dimension, and only on its 
terms. 

Yaakov- The Torah was given to the 
community ofYaakov, the unpretentious 
lomeid Torah and shomer mitzvos who 
constitutes the essence of the Jewish 
nation. There is only one real barome
ter of one's standing in the Jewish com
munity: limud haTorah and mitzva 
observance. One's job or lack thereof, 
social and financial status, political or 
organizational positions are meaning
less before G-d and one's fellow Jews. A 
mamzer-'forah scholar is more respect
ed than an ignorant Kohein Gadol.(See 
Mishna, Horiyos 3:8.) 

Since every individual Jew, every 
Yaakov, no matter his standing, is the 
bearer of G-d's word, the fact that one 
represents no group, institution or rab
binic establishment is not a factor in 
one's obligation to learn, observe the 
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d'var Hashem, and to avoid chillul 
Hashem. Kehillas Yaakov means that 
every Yaakov is a representative of the 
community, and that there is no such 
thing as a private individual. Each one 
of us is an ambassador of the Jewish 
People, and our actions must reflect that. 

* ** 

T
he Torah continues: "Vayehi 
beYeshurun Melech, b'ehis'aseif 
roshei Am, yachad Shivtei Yisroel 

- He became King over Jeshurun, when 
the leaders of the people gathered, the 
tribes oflsrael in unity" (Devarim 3,26). 
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Let us come together, some will tell 
you, let us discuss Judaism, let us have 
a dialogue about the substance of 
Torah, let us debate the meaning of 
mitzva. Are we not one people? Are we 
not required to reach out to our fellow 
Jews? Doesn't our obligation of arvus 
require us to share our Torah heritage 
with those who otherwise would not 
have access to it? If we will debate other 

leaders, foster unity through dialogue, 
and bring a kiruv halevavos through 
cooperation and common educational 
endeavor, won't we perhaps bring 
about the Torah to be monarch in 
]eshurun? 
Indeed, Vayehi Beyeshurun Melech. 

When Torah reigns supreme, be'his'aseif 
roshei Am, when that Torah will be the 
central point around which the heads of 
the nation will gather, when Torah 
tziva lanu Moshe will constitute the uni
fying principle of Jews, then, and only 
then, can there be yachad Shivtei Yisroel, 
a genuine basis for dialogue, coopera
tion and authentic Jewish unity. 

*** 

T
he concluding words of the final 
prophecy of the last prophet, 
Malachi, are: "Zichru Taras Moshe 

avdi asher tzivisi oso vChoreiv al kol Yis
roel chukim u'mishpatim - Remember 
the Torah of Moshe, My servant, which 
I commanded him at Horeb for all of 

Israet decrees and statutes." 
That is the prescription with which 

Malachi sent Kial Yisroel into the era 
when there was to be no prophecy. 
The command to "remember the 
Torah of My servant Moshe," was to 
sustain the Jewish people throughout 
the Second Temple era and over the 
centuries of galus. It strengthened the 
Jew through the blows and humilia
tion of two millennia of persecution 
and deprivation, and it has the power 
to ennoble him and help him endure 
as an erlicher Yid, even through the 
challenges of affluence, prosperity and 
liberal Western civilization of the 
twenty-first century. 

A closer look at the prophet's choice 
of words is instructive: 

Zichru Taras Moshe Avdi. Moshe is 
referred to here as <'My servant;' explains 
the Zahar (II, 181), to stress that Moshe 
added nothing of his own. 

The prophet continues that the com
mand at Sinai was al kol Yisrael. Not el 
- to all ofYisroel, but al- for all oflsrael. 
Hashem's command is mandatory, not 
subject to picking and choosing. 

Taras Moshe includes not only mish
patim, those social laws that are com
prehended in all generations, but also 
chukim that are incomprehensible to 
contemporary sensibilities. 

Only with that awareness will we be 
able to bring about the realization of the 
prophecy that follows: "Veheishiv lev avos 
al banim ve'lev banim al avosam -And 
he will turn back [to G-d J the hearts of 
fathers, with their sons, and the hearts 
of sons with their fathers:' 

Reaching out to our alienated 
brethren? Absolutely. But only on the basis 
of Taras Moshe Avdi. Without adjust
ments, additions, and embellishments. 

( ( Torah tziva lanu Moshe." In an 
unusual affirmation, Rashi 
declares: "Achaznuha ve'lo 

naazvena- We hold on to this Torah and 
we will not leave go." 

It is the definition of Judaism and the 
only authentic basis for dialogue, debate 
and shared endeavor. • 
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The Dangers 
of Dialogue 

IT STARTED WITH 
A LETTER FROM DAD 

S
everal years ago, one of my students, 
a fresh baal teshuva, received a let
ter from his father, the leader of a 

Reform congregation. The young man's 
father had many objections to practices 
of the Torah world, and in this letter he 
complained about Orthodox rabbis' 
refusal to publicly dialogue with non
Orthodox leaders. He wrote to his son that 
the Orthodox ban on public dialogue like
ly has two roots: First, he suggested, 
Orthodoxy's case is probably too weak to 
defend publicly, and its leaders might be 
afraid that their own membership will 
defect if exposed to the Reform presen
tation. Second, he accused, the Orthodox 
are full of "sinas chinam - gratuitous 
hatred;' and therefore isolate themselves 
-----··----·~--

Rabbi Kelemen is a rebbe at Neve Yerushalayi1n 
in Jcrusalein. His inost recent book is To Kindle 
a Soul: Ancient Wisdom for Modern Pare11ts and 
Teachers (Targum/Feldheim). His article 
"Rethinking 'Kosher' Videos and Computer 
Games" appeared in the Septc1nber '02 Jewish 
Observer. 
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from the non-Orthodox- a stance he said 
was inconsistent with the Talmudic prin
ciple of"Kol Yisroel areivim zeh bazeh -
All Jews are responsible for one another:' 

My student replied eloquently to his 
father's note, but to appreciate his 
answer, we must know a little of what 
this young man knew about the move
ment in which he was raised, and what 
he learned about Orthodoxy's attitude 
toward their non-observant brothers 
and sisters, who number in the millions. 
Let us begin with the information and 
insights that I and other teachers have 
shared with him on the latter topic -
Orthodoxy's concern for their less 
observant brethren. 

A MATTER OF INTERDEPENDENCE 

W
e have been taught that the let
ters in a Sefer Torah corre
spond to the souls that were 

present at the giving of the Torah at Sinai. 
One soul, one letter ... the glow and flam
ing sanctity of a single letter in the Torah 
scroll reflecting the glow and flaming 

Rabbi Leib Kelemen 

sanctity of a holy neshama. Should Kial 
Yisroel lack even one neshama, the col
lective soul of Kial Yisroel would be 
incomplete, just as a Sefer Torah is not 
valid if even one letter is flawed or miss
ing. One letter times tens of thou
sands ... tens of thousands of neshamos 
missing in their requisite dedication to 
Torah, leaving the rest of us woefully 
wanting - as a nation and as members 
of that nation. Like individual letters in 
a Torah scroll, which lack consummate 
sanctity if the scroll is passul (invalid) for 
being inco1nplete, so too is every indi
vidual's spiritual integrity lacking when 
other members of Kial Yisroel do not 
adhere to Torah and mitzvos. 

How, then, especially in times like 
these, do we achieve fulfillment? 

We attempt to reach out with love, 
concern and compassion to bring 
estranged members of Kial Yisroel home 
to our ancestral legacy. This means teach
ing them the essence of that legacy to 
which the Jewish People has been unwa
veringly committed over the millennia 
- imbuing them with inspiration and 
enthusiasm. But this usually takes place 
in the context of personal interaction and 
engagement, mutual understanding and 
respect. Are we there, as we should be? 
And are they ready to accept us? 

Let us stop for a moment to focus on 
the fact that "home" - the place where all 
Jews are to feel their sense of identity and 
give expression to it - is not a matter of 
geographic specifics. As the German poet 
Heinrich Heine' put it, "A Jewish martyr 
in the Spanish Inquisition was never killed 
on alien soil, for his feet were firmly plant
ed in the Torah, the Jews' portable home
land:' Home is a matter of mind and heart, 
as cogently articulated in Rabbi E.M. Klug
man's article in the previous pages, "The 
Realities of Emuna." The foundation of 
that home can be found in Rambam's 
"Thirteen Principles of Faith;' which is 
summarized in the Ani Maamim decla
ration printed in most Siddurim. To be 
Jewish in mind and heart, one must accept 

* H~i~~ was a-J~wish aP~;tate wh~ had c~~vert
ed to Christianity to advance his literary career 
and alleviate his poverty, but apparently not as 
a religious commitment, as he wryly comment
ed, "Had it been legal to steal a silver spoon, I 
would not have converted." 
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each of these principles. Lacking even one 
of them makes a person deficient in his 
Judaism and his relationship with Am Yis
roel (see Mishna in Sanhedrin 90a, with 
Rambam's Commentary; and Mishna 
Torah, Hilchos Teshuva ch.Ill). 

We do not write people out of Jewry 
if they have been deprived of a Torah 
upbringing. They are in the category of 
"tinokos shenishbu - children raised in 
captivity," who cannot be held account
able for lapses in knowledge and belief. 
But to be Jewish in essence, the convic
tions by which one leads his life must 
honor all of the Principles of Faith, and 
the mentors he relies on must be con
versant with basic Judaism and live by its 
guidelines. How do these criteria relate 
to the spiritual home - or diaspora - of 
our Reform and Conservative brethren? 

THE PRINCIPLES THAT DEFINE HOME 

t this point, four of the Rambam's 
Prin~iples are crucial to this dis
uss1on: 

6. I believe with complete faith that all 
the words of the prophets are true. 

7. I believe with complete faith that the 
prophecy of Moses our teacher, peace upon 
him, was true, and that he was the father 
of the prophets - both those who preced
ed him and those who followed him. 

8. I believe with complete faith that the 
entire Torah now in our hands is the same 
one that was given by Hashem to Moses, 
our teacher, peace be upon him. 

9. I believe with complete faith that this 
Torah will not be exchanged nor will there 
be another Torah from the Creator, 
Blessed is His Name. 

Truth is Divine, it is eternal, and it 
cannot undergo change. This certainly 
applies to basic commands such as 
Shabbos, circumcision, and our ties to 
Eretz Yisroel, as spelled out clearly in the 
Written Law. Yet Abraham Geiger (1810-
1874), one of the most influential 
Reform leaders of his time, was dedicated 
to helping Jews fit into German society 
- on its terms. He realized that the key 
to facilitating assimilation was leading 
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Kial Yisroel away from the d'var Hashem 
- G-d's revelations in the Written and 
Oral traditions - and from mitzvos. In 
1837, Geiger called the first Reform rab
binical conference in Weisbaden, Ger
many, and declared: "The Talmud must 
go, the Bible, that collection of mostly 
so beautiful and exalted human books, 
as a divine work must also go:'1 With this 
declaration, Reform became the first 
known group in more than 3, 100 years 
of Jewish history to deny the Torah's 
divine origin.;; The ideological basis for 
mass assimilation was in place. 

American Reform was not far behind. 
Shortly after Geiger organized German 
Reform, his American counterpart, Isaac 
Mayer Wise (1819-1900) launched the 
movement in the New World. iii Wise 
went on to found the Reform seminary, 
Hebrew Union College IV". In Novem
ber, 1885, Dr. Kaufinan Kohler convened 
the Pittsburgh conference of Reform 
leaders. At the top of his agenda was 
debunking the "myth" of the Torah's 
divine origin. Other targets of the Pitts
burgh conference - all unanimously 
adopted - included abandonment of bris 
mil/a, matrilineal descent, Talmudic 
study, halachic observance, and rab
binical authority, creating the benchmark 
Pittsburgh Platform. The Reform move
ment thus accepted "as binding only the 
moral laws" of Judaism, rejecting, "all 
such [laws] as not adapted to the views 
and habits of modern civilization" -
including dietary laws. Kohler, who 
characterized Reform Jewry as "We who 
are no longer bound to the Shulhan 
Aruk;' iv was then selected to be Presi
dent of the Hebrew Union College 

As for Reform's claim to adhering to 
the Torah's moral precepts - it may have 
sounded impressive, but it was not 
anchored in eternal values: In 1977, for 
example, the Reform leadership called 
for an end to discrimination against 
gays and "decriminalization of homo
sexual activity between consenting 
adults."v Four years later came the 
famous ruling that "Sexual orientation 
should not be a bar to serving as a 

**At their first graduation ceremony; 1883~·\;Vi; 
served "Little Neck Clams, Fillet de Boef, Salade 
de Shrimps, Grcnouiles (frog legs) a la Creme, 
and Ice Cream." 
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rabbi."'' Ultimately, in 2000, the Cen
tral Conference of American [Reform] 
Rabbis granted its membership per
mission to conduct sa1ne gender mar
riages in the name of)udaism .... Moral
ity down the tubes together with the rest 
of the "Shulhan Aruk:' 

BEYOND THE LIMITATIONS OF 
HALACHA- DREAMS OF 

TRANSCENDENCE 

L
et us focus for a moment on the 
messianic visions of Kial Yisroel, 
and our dream of returning to the 

Land of Israel. These, too, revolve 
around the Principles of Faith, in which 
they find fulfillment: 

12. I believe with complete faith in the 
coming of the Messiah, and even though 
he may delay, nevertheless I anticipate 
every day that he will come. 

13. I believe with complete faith that 
there will be a resuscitation of the dead 
whenever the wish emanates from the Cre
ator, Blessed is His Name and exalted is 
His mention, forever and for all eternity. 

Pioneer of Refor1n in America, Israel 
Mayer Wise, declared in 1850 that he 
didn't believe in a personal messiah or 
in bodily resurrection. In 1857, Wise 
went further and published a new 
prayerbook which omitted the tradi
tional prayers for a return to Zion, the 
rebuilding of the Temple, and so on, 
paving the way for Reform's official dec
laration of anti-Zionism in the Pitts
burgh Platform of 1885. 

The Ileform movement ren1ained 
opposed to returning to Palestine (as 
Eretz Yisroel was referred to in the pre
State era) and to settling the land, until 
the emergence of Reform Rabbi Stephen 
Wise as a leading figure in the American 
Zionist scene in the l 940's. Even then, 
Zion had no religious import. Temple 
Emanuel, Temple Beth Shalom, and The 
Temple (in Cleveland) carried that 
appellation - not as an English version 
of Bais Haknesses, or as a reference to its 
role as a Mikdash Me' at (miniature sanc
tuary), but as designating a prime sacred 
site, the virtual end-goal of messianic 
yearnings: This is the'c~femple," found in 
every place and any place - Hamburg, 
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THE CONSERVATIVE AGENDA OF 
GRADUAL REFORMATION 

Gemany, Hempstead, L.I., or Hong 
Kong - wherever Jews gather to realize 
the humanistic yearnings of mankind. 
With the creation of the State in 1948, 
the Reform consciousness has gradual
ly made room for a Jewish homeland of 
sorts, as well. But "The Temple"? That's 
still in Cleveland. 

Except for the fact that it is meant as 
a form of worship designed for Jews, in 
which way - concept, worship, com
mand1nents, ritual - Reform Judaism is 
hardly a form of Judaism? 

I
n passing, we must mention that in 
essence, the Conservative movement 
is a partner in denial with Reform. It 

is only a matter of pacing. Indeed, 
Zacharias Frankel (1801-1875), whom 
many cite as the Conservative move
ment's intellectual ancestor, felt that 
being too assertively progressive in dis
carding tradition (the Mesora) would 
build resentment and stimulate rebellion, 
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and that therefore "the reformer's task 
was simply to confirm the abandonment 
of those ideas and practices which the 
community had already set aside." He 
taught that essential principles of)ewish 
faith had to be dropped - i.e., the 
Torah's literal, divine authorship; the exis
tence and integrity of a G-d-given oral 
tradition; and the eternity of halacha. 

Subsequent Conservative leaders 
shared the Reform attitude toward 
halacha and Mesora. Solomon Schechter 
(1849-1915), who took over Jewish 
Theological Seminary in New York in 
1902, violated Shabbos publicly';; and 
wrote that "the three r's" stood for "rot
ten ranting rabbis."viii Conservative his
torians say that Schechter's successor, 
Cyrus Adler (1863-1940) "shared the 
anticlerical bias."ix 

The next head of the Conservative 
seminary was Louis l'inkelstein ( 1895-
1991 ).'Under Finkelstein, Conservative 
rabbis were taught that the Torah was 
a human invention, but few JTS grad
uates dared share these technicalities 

Global Cellphone Rental 
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with their congregants. Most Conserv
ative Jews at that time continued to 
believe in a Divine Torah - but one that 
sanctioned various levels of obser
vance, from Reform through Orthodox; 
in effect, anything goes. 

Shortly after his appointment, the 
movement's Rabbinical Assembly issued 
a paper permitting driving automobiles 
to Shabbos services'; - despite the Bib
lical prohibition against lighting fires on 
Shabbos. xii 

And so it has continued, through ero
sion, chipping away, and distortion -
resulting in large-scale abandonment of 
the very basics of Judaism and Judaic 
practice: Conservative Judaism - con
serving in name only. 

A HOLDING ACTION MOST SLIPPERY 

0 
ne might argue that identifica
tion with Conservative or 
Reform Judaism and adapting 

some of their forms of worship could 
at least serve as a holding action for Jews 

DOMESTIC CORPORATE ACTIVATIONS 
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who are too far re1noved fron1 a life of 
Torah to leap into Orthodoxy. At least 
they would identify with Jewish belief 
and with their fellow Jews. But as we 
have sadly demonstrated, their belief sys
tem glaringly veers far from genuine 
Judaism) and renounces or violates 
basic Principles of Faith. As a tragic case 
in point, a 1972 survey commissioned 
that year by the Central Conference of 
American [Reform] Rabbis, reported 
that "Only one in ten [Reform] rabbis 
states that he believes in G-d 'in the more 
or less traditional Jewish sense."'xiii The 
remaining ninety-percent classified their 
faith with terms like: "Agnostic;' "Athe
ist,"«Bahai in spirit, Judaic in practice," 
"Religious Existentialist," and "l'heo
logical Hu1nanist."xiv. 

Moreover, the social holding action 
is a sorry description for a slippery slope 
plunging away from Jewish identity. That 
same 1972 survey revealed that about 25 
percent of Reform leaders under age 40 
had married gentiles." Ten years ago, the 
overall intermarriage rate among 
Reform Jews had topped 60 percent.'~; 
A study from the same period found that 
52% of Conservative Jews leave the 
movement annually: Four percent redis
cover Orthodoxy, 13 percent move into 
Reform, and 35 percent drop all Jewish 
affiliation. Another study revealed a 37% 
intermarriage rate among Conservative 
Jews.xvii We know that since 1990, 
300,000 American Jews have absolutely 
vanished.xviii tiad the inter1narriage sta
tistics of the $6,000,000 Year-2000 
National Jewish Population Study not 
conveniently disappeared a week before 
their scheduled release last November, 
they would likely have revealed inter
marriage rates among Reform and Con
servative Jews in the 60o/o-80o/o range. In 
fact, one wonders whether their spokes
men lack either the wisdom or the 
integrity to admit that they, in effect, have 
been leading millions of their co-reli
gionists to assitnilation, decimation, 
and total disappearance. 

In either case, neither Conservative 
nor Reform offers any hope for its 
adherents in tenns of holding on to the 
Jewish religion or achieving generational 
continuity. In no way do we bring ben-
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efit to fellow Jews who arc not anchored 
to Torah by steering them toward "pro
gressive" for1ns of belief, conferring reli
gious legitimacy on these so-called 
denominations of Judaism. 

'fhis is especially significant, in 
view of a startling paradox: there are 
some genuine stirrings for return to 
authentic Judaism among some 1nem
bers of the Reform rabbinate. The Cen
tral Conference of American [Reform] 
Rabbis actually voted overwhelming
ly in May, 1999, to accept usage of the 
world" 1nitzva" in their official lexicon. 
After battling some fierce opposition, 
the proponents for change settled on 
a watered-down "encouraging') prac
tice of certain specific mitzvos rather 
than n1andating it""*. ]'his is a total 
reversal of an attitude of 180 years' 
standing, and kindles hope that this 
1nay represent an inner yearning for 
recognition of the "Metzavch" - the 
Divine Commander of these practices 
- and a genuine return to His fold .... 
Yet, as they currently frame their 
belief system, there is no way one can 
confer legitimacy on then1. 

Which brings our discussion back to 
my student, whose father - a Reform 
rabbi - had claimed in a letter to his son 
that Orthodoxy's unwillingness to 
engage in dialogue with Reform was a 
sign of weakness; and calls for citing 
some of my student's reply to his father. 

PUBLIC DIALOGUE 
- ITS PURPOSE, ITS TRAPS 

M
y student pointed out to his 
father how there was a time 
when Christianity had need

ed the approval of its parent religion, 
and Jewish refusal to acknowledge the 
legitimacy of its breakaway "child" 
damaged nascent Christian credibility. 
This is one of the reasons early Chris
tians were so insistent on dialoguing 
publicly with Jews, especially with rab
bis. Dialogue creates an air of respect. 

*** .. FZ1~d-~t~·;1~:~-;~·~·d;-i;--~~f~;red -t-~-·-;·;~-;~ti~ 
clc on the topic by Rabbi I1illel Goldberg (JO, 
June '99), which includes a state1ncnt on the phe
non1e11on by the Novominsker Rebbc, Rabbi 
Yaakov Perlow N"~':rv. 
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It lends the impression that although we 
differ in detail, we consider each other's 
opinions worthy of a public hearing. 
There is an implicit granting of legiti
macy to the partner in dialogue, and 
such a concession would have been a 
betrayal of all that is sacred in Judaism. 

In much the same way, Reform and 
Conservative Judaism crave the 
approval of their parent religion, and 
Orthodoxy's refusal to extend this 
approval has damaged these move
ments' credibility. This is one of the rea
sons the Reform and Conservative 
leaders are so desperate to engage in 
public dialogue with representatives of 
the Torah world. [Case in point: 
Reform spokesmen have delighted in 
the publication of the book men
tioned in the editorial introduction, in 
which an Orthodox rabbi engages in a 
protracted e-mail dialogue with a lead
ing spokesman of the American Asso
ciation of Reforn1 Zionist, even though 
the Orthodox rabbi was obviously on 
target in his responses. And the Reform 
bemoaned the cancellation of the 
authors' joint tour in spite of the fact 
that their "opponent" reportedly 
trounced their man in their initial 
appearance together. Never mind los
ing debater's points. They gained much 
1nore fron1 the process: Legitimacy. -
N. W.] This craving for approval is also 
one of the reasons the Reforn1 rnove-
1nent - despite its unconditional plu
ralisn1 and extren1e hesitance to pro
hibit any behavior- ruled in 1988 that 
it is forbidden for Reform Jews to "sup
port institutions or congregations who 
are unwilling to recognize us or our 
movement,"xi:1: and this is why the 
same ruling calls upon Jewish Federa
tions to cut off funding to these insti
tutions and congregations. xx 

Referring to this implicit gain for 
Reform, my student su1111ned up his 
response to his father: Christian groups 
once taunted us, saying that Judaism's 
case is probably too weak to defend pub
licly, claiming that Jewish leaders might 
be afraid that their own membership 
will defect if exposed to the Christian 
presentation, and arguing that our 
refusal to debate reflects our gratuitous 

Child Development 
Specialists serving 
inf ants/toddlers 
& their families 

EARLY• INTERVENTION• MAKES• A• DIFFERENCE 

Evaluation & Therapy 
at our center or in the 
privacy of your home 

Free of Charge 

Bi-lingual Services Available 

Executive Offices 
4228 Tenth Avenue, 

Brooklyn, New York 11219 

718•972•0880 
Sl:RVING IROOICLYN, QUEENS, STATEN 1$1.ANI> & MANHAUAN 

P~ttd<:d & Regulated by NYS flop!. of H.al!h & NYC D;[ll. ofMo!>ta! Heol!h, 
M"1l\JJl Rctlltdotion & Alotiholi,m:Sorvi<'O• 

15 



hatred for them (as opposed to their 
Christian love). "But Dad;' he wrote, 
"you and I know that when Jews debat
ed Christians [in the Middle Ages], they 
lost even when they won .... And the 
same is true about Orthodox Jews 
debating Reform rabbis; the Orthodox 
lose even when they win:' ... When we 
Orthodox give the Reform a platform, 
they win implied legitimacy. 

THE ARVUS FACTOR 

T
o be sure, Orthodox Jews must 
feel "Kol Yisroel areivim zeh 
bazeh- all Jews are responsible 

for one another." They must love and 
care for their non-Orthodox brothers 
and sisters. And they do. 

Political scientist Raymond 
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Legge, Jr., recently released the 
results of a survey of American Jew
ish giving patterns. He found that 
Orthodox Jews are twice as likely as 
Reform Jews to contribute over 
$5,000 to a secular charity - a 
remarkable disparity when one con
siders that the Orthodox are the 
least affluent sector of American 
Jewry, and most large Orthodox 
families stagger under huge tuition 
bills.xxi The first emergency servic
es to arrive at the crumbling Twin 
Towers was Hatzalah - a rescue 
service entirely staffed and found
ed by Orthodox Jews for anyone in 
need. The Israeli chessed organiza
tions Yad Sarah, Ezer Mitzion, 
Chesed v'Zimra, and Zichron Men
achem were all founded by charei
di Jews and serve the general Israeli 
population. Harvard Medical 
School's Dr. lvo Janko recently 
described Ezra Lamarpeh - an 
Israeli emergency medical referral 
organization that handles 50,000 
religious and secular cases a year 
(and run by a chareidi rabbi) - as 
"unparalleled in the world.'' 
Indeed, the Orthodox do love their 

fellow Jews and care for them - and 
not just physically. Because we feel a 
connection to every Jew, we agonize 
over the spiritual implosion and dis~ 
integration now occurring in the 
non-observant world. The terrible 
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losses happening there, both person
al and demographic, demand heroic 
measures. Since it is so difficult to gain 
access to large groups of assimilating 
Jewry without interacting with 
Reform and Conservative leaders, we 
feel additional pressure to engage in 
dialogue, but that would undermine 
our cause. We must find ways to speak 
with our fellow Jews before they sink 
into oblivion - without granting legit
imacy to non-Orthodox movements: 
We must continue our many highly 
effective kiruv programs, as well as 
reach out to them with simple friend
ship, widespread private dialogue, 
and through print and electronic 
media. 

We also need to find new avenues to 
convey to the apathetic masses how 
much we care, how ready we are to 
assist, and how precious is the gift we 
wish to impart to them. This will 
require creativity and mesiras nefesh -
and that is the tzav ha'sha'a, the call of 
the hour. 

Precisely because we care about 
every Jew, however, we cannot grant a 
place on the dais to those who would 
deny Jewry its Jewish birthright. 
In response to my personal query, I 
heard this psak from Rabbi Shmuel 
Kamenetsky, ""'""'"'·and Rabbi Aaron 
Schechter, ><"01"7"'. 

But I first learned this lesson from the 
son of a Reform rabbi. • 
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Focus ON TEFILLA Rabbi Heshy Kleinman 

WHEREVER WE GO, 
HASHEM IS WITH US 

D
avid Hamelech 1 wrote: "Listen to the cry of prayer, 
my King and my G-d, for it is to You alone that I pray." 
When trouble and misfortune come to Kial Yisroel, 

or to individuals within our community, we are assured that 
Hashem will listen to our prayers, as the passuk says': "For 
which is a great nation that has a G-d Who is close to it, as 
is Hashem, our G-d, whenever we call to Him." The Ibn Ezra 
explains the passage as follows: "For which nation is great 
that has a G-d Who is close to it, and will always answer with 
whatever that [nation] will seek and desire:' 

Indeed, David Hamelech proclaims in Tehillim: 3 "Hashem 
is close to all who call upon Him, to all who call upon Him 
sincerely." 

The Talmud Yerushalmi4 relates a story that illustrates this 
principle. 

A ship of non-Jews was sailing the sea, with one Jewish child 
aboard. A storm began to rage, and each of the ship's pas
sengers became fearful and called out for help, but to no avail. 
When they all saw that their cries were to no avail, they said 
to the Jewish child, "Call out to your G-d because we heard 
that your G-d answers when you cry out to Him, and He is 
mighty." 

Immediately, the child got up and cried out with all his 
heart. Hashem accepted his prayers, and the sea became silent. 

Upon reaching dry land, each member of the ship disem
barked to purchase his needs, except for the Jewish child. So 
they asked the Jewish child. "Do you have nothing to buy?" 

The child answered, "What do you expect from a worth
less and forsaken guest?" 

They responded, "You are worthless and forsaken? We are 
worthless and forsaken! We are here and our idols are in Baby
lon. Wherever you go, however, your G-d is with you." 

That is the meaning of the passuk, (~_s Hashem our G-d 
is with all 1vho call out to Him." 
Even the idol worshipers recognized that Hashem is 

with us, and that we are never abandoned or forsaken. If 
we can pray with the innocence and purity of heart of a 
child, Hashem will always listen. Wherever we go, Hashem 
is with us. 

PRAYERS THAT SEEM 
TO GO UNANSWERED 

W
e are constantly praying that the situation of Jews 
around the world, and especially in Eretz Yisroel, 
improve. We pray regularly for our personal 

health, needs, as well as those of friends and neighbors. 

Rabbi Klei~~opular lectu~n effective tefilla~~ co-.founder-oft~ 
Hakhel Public Lecture Program in Brooklyn, and a 1nember of the Commission 
on Kedushas Bais Haknesses of Agudath Israel of America. He is the author 
of the soon-to-be published sefe1; Ninety Days To Better Davening, from which 
the above article was adapted. 
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If Hashem listens to every sincere 
prayer, why does it appear that our 
tefillos, even when davened properly, 
sometimes go unanswered? What hap
pens to all those requests offered with 
humility, kavana, and heartfelt cries? 

In Michtav Me'Eliyahu, Rabbi 
Eliyahu Eliezer Dessler5 explains that 
in every pursuit of knowledge, the ulti
mate purpose is to know that we do 
not know. Continues Rabbi Dessler: 

When one delves into aspects of 
wisdom, his additional knowledge 
will provoke more questions because, 

due to his greater knowledge, he will 
see that there is still more that he 
does not understand. And he will toil 
to experience «Great is the depth of 
Hashem's thoughts." 

By contrast, someone who thinks 
that he knows everything is unlike
ly to ever achieve any understanding. 
He perceives himself as knowing 
everything, becomes arrogant, and 
ultimately he will truly understand 
nothing. 
Humility is the key to understand

ing truth. 

It hurts II 
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It is impossible to fully understand 
how prayer functions because, as 
Rabbi Dessler explains, greater under
standing brings a deeper awareness of 
how much more we do not under
stand. Nevertheless, with the help of 
Chazal and gedolim of earlier genera
tions, we can appreciate three per
spectives on unanswered prayers. 

1. A Call For Better Prayers 

The Gemora6 explains that the 
wives of Avraham, Yitzchak and 
Yaakov all experienced difficul

ty in having children, "because 
Hashem desires the prayers of the 
righteous." 

Rabbi Dessler7 explains that it was 
for our Patriarchs' and Matriarchs' 
benefit that they suffered so much, for 
it inspired them to reach more deeply 
into their souls to cry to Hashem . 

Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov had 
initiated our daily tefillos. They obvi
ously knew how to pray properly. Why 
did they have to suffer? 

Rabbi Dessler explains:' 
If Hashem deemed it worthwhile 

to cause pain to [our Patriarchs] to 
inspire them to pray [for children] 
with increased devotion, it is obvious 
that attaining this additional level of 
mastery for them was the greatest 
benevolence, favor and compassion 
imaginable. Consider, then, the 
supreme value of each additional 
level of kavana in prayer! 
As the Avudraham teaches, prayer 

is accepted in accordance with the 
level of kavana. When our prayers go 
unanswered, Hashem is sending us a 
loving message: I know you and love 
you, and I am anticipating far more 
from someone like you. We may think 
that we are praying to the utmost of 
our capability, and that we cannot 
daven any better; Hashem knows oth
erwise. Our prayers may not be 
immediately answered because 
Hashem wants us to daven even bet
ter, with enhanced emotions and 
kavana, to daven in a manner that 
deserves to be answered. As Rav 
Tzaddok Hakohein explains', all pain 
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and suffering that Hashem dispatch
es our way is meant to awaken, arouse 
and alert us to pray properly. 

An analogy may be made to a per
son digging a pit for storing water, 
shoveling out tons of earth. The more 
that is removed, the more water the pit 
can hold. Similarly, the better we 
daven, the greater our capacity to 
receive Hashen1's benevolence in 
response. 10 

The Mishna" describes the proce
dure for a fast day that was proclaimed 
to pray for rain: 

They [i.e. the rabbinical leaders] 
delegated an elder, well-versed in 
prayer, who has children, and whose 
house is empty [he is poor and has 
no means to support his family J to 
lead the prayers, so that his heart be 
fully devoted in prayer. 
The Ran explains 12 that because he 

does not have the means to support 
his family, he will pray with great 
intensity. 

*" 
A young man had been dating for quite 

some tin1e, and, despite his many impas
sioned prayers, he had still not found the 
right young woman. Finally, he com
plained to his rabbi that "G-d is ignoring 
my prayers." 

The rabbi replied that he was mistak
en. "G-d hears our prayers, but for what
ever reason, He has decided that a positive 
response to your request for 1narriage, 
money, health or peace, rnust be withheld 
at this tilne. Perhaps we are not worthy of 
G-d's favor at this time. Perhaps the object 
of our desire would be bad for us. Or per
haps Hashem wants us to develop our rela
tionship with Him through prayer, and by 
denying our present requests, He prornpts 
us to pray better and draw closer to Him." 

We cannot measure what better dav
ening could do for us personally. Per
haps it will bring about the engage
ment of our single child, or recovery 
for a sick family member. Perhaps it 
will affect the livelihood of our fami
ly for the better, or maybe it will be the 
tool to grant us the siyata diShmaya 
(Divine assistance) necessary for 

developing shalom bayis in our home, 
or success in raising our children. 

(=an we measure what a better dav
ening can do for Kial Yisroel as a 
nation? Indeed, it can bring on the sal
vation and deliverance of our broth
ers and sisters in Bretz Yisroel, and the 
cessation of the anti-Semitism that has 
begun to resonate throughout Europe 
and the rest of the world. As the Ben 
Yehoyada writes, 13 in the merit of 
praying with kavana, the redemption 
will occur. Isn't that a goal to strive 
for? ... to pray for? 

A Practical Suggestion 
This year we have been rece1v1ng 

powerful signals that Hashem expects 
us to pray with enhanced kavana. We 
can achieve this by learning more 
about tefilla and planning how to 
daven more effectively during the 
months ahead. 

2. Unanswered Prayers - to Benefit 
Others and Future Generations 

T
he Dubna Maggid14 provides a 
different perspective on unan
swered prayers. He asks: Why 

would Hashem, who is all merciful, 
want our Patriarchs and Matriarchs to 
suffer infertility just so they will turn 
to Him in heartfelt prayers? The 
answer, says the Dubna Maggid, is 
because Hashem knew that future gen
erations would need the cries of our 
Patriarchs to help them in their times 
of crisis. Many generations later, we 
derive genuine benefit from our Patri
archs' many years of prayers and tears. 

That too is what Rabbi Shimon ben 
Pazzi meant when he said in the name 
of Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi, who said 
it in the name of Bar Kappara 15 that 
when a person cries over the death of 
an upstanding individual, Hashem 
counts each tear and stores it in His 
treasury, as the passuk says 16: "You 
Yourself have counted my wanderings; 
place my tears in Your flask. Are they 
not in Your record?" 

Another example - we find in Par
shas Vayeira: 17 

And Hashem said, "Shall I conceal 
from Avraham what I do [in 

Sodom]? And Avraham will surely be 
a great and mighty nation:' 
The Dubna Maggid explains the 

connection between these two seem
ingly unrelated statements. Hashem 
reflected on what possible benefit 
there could be if He informed Avraham 
of the impending destruction of 
Sodom, as the passuk says: "Shall I con
ceal from Avraham what I do [in 
Sodom]?" Because even if Avraham 
prays for Sodom, Hashem had decid
ed that Sodom must be destroyed. Nev
ertheless, Hashem decided to tell 
Avraham of Sodom's impending 
destruction because (as the passuk says) 
Avraham will develop into an eminent 
nation, and any prayer that Avraham 
offers on behalf of Sodom at that time 
will prove to be of incalculable bene
fit to Avraham's great and mighty 
nation many generations later. 

Rabbi Shimshon Dovid Pinkus 
7"'1! 18 expands on this point: 

Each prayer receives a reply from 
Heaven. However, Hashem has 
numerous calculations and consid
erations and we are not capable of 
comprehending the manner or 
method of Hashem's response to 
each prayer. 

Just as rain and snow descend 
from Heaven and do not settle on the 
earth's surface, but saturate the land, 
eventually causing crops to grow, so 
too, tears and requests to Heaven do 
not simply remain there, but (so to 
say) saturate the heavens, and cause 
an abundance of deliverance and 
blessings to rain down upon us. 
It is possible, for example, says 

,;' ~~"~~~~rf{~iftffe$!r;&~11ag11<" 
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Rabbi Pinkus, that a loved one was 
involved in an accident and that this 
person's life is in danger. Since you are 
unaware of the severity of the accident, 
however, you do not pray for him. 
Hashem "takes out" a heartfelt prayer 
said several years ago which went 
unanswered at that time, and applies 
that prayer to the current situation. 
This tefilla, then, facilitates the injured 
person's speedy recovery. 

A widow who had recently lost her 
husband came weeping uncontrollably 
to Rabbi Aryeh Levin, the late 'Tzad
dik of Jerusalem." She told him that 
she had prayed many prayers and said 
many chapters ofTehillim for her ail
ing husband but to no avail. She cried 
to Rabbi Levin, "Please tell me what 
became of all my tears! What hap
pened to the thousands of words of my 
heartfelt prayers?" 

Rabbi Levin assured her that 
when it was time for her to leave this 
world, she would be able to see how 
precious and useful each of her tears 
was. Whenever trouble was about to 
descend upon the Jewish nation, 
her so-called "unused tears" would 
save Jews from impending pain and 
affliction. 19 

The Steipler Gaon, ';·yr was known 
to have said that we are witnessing the 
return to Judaism of children whose 
parents and grandparents could not 

even read Hebrew. What caused this to 
happen? In what great merit or priv
ilege does this occur? Said the Steipler, 
these children's great-grandmothers 
must have prayed and cried for their 
children to be upstanding religious 
Jews. And even though these prayers 
may not have helped their own chil
dren or grandchildren, Hashem treas
ured these prayers and is using them 
(so to speak) for the benefit of great
grandchildren. 

3. Unanswered Prayers - Perhaps We 
Fail to Understand Hashem 's Answer 

A
s mentioned, from time to time 
we may perceive that we pray 
properly - even to the utmost 

of our ability- yet it appears that our 
prayers are not answered. 

In our daily Shemoneh Esrei we say 
at the conclusion of Birkas Avos that 
Hashem is Melech Ozer uMoshe'a 
uMagein - King, Helper, Saviour, and 
Shield.20 Rabbi Dessler21 explains that 
there are three levels to siyata di'Sh
maya (Heavenly assistance) that a 
person receives. Ozer (Helper): When 
a person is facing danger that threat
ens to overpower him, Hashem thwarts 
and foils that danger from causing 
harm or injury. 

Moshe' a (Saviour): Before a danger 
has confronted the person, Hashem 
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pushes the danger aside, preventing it 
from overwhelming the person. 

Magein (Shield): Hashem totally 
encloses the person in His shield, pre
venting a misfortune from even 
approaching the person. 

It is easy to recognize and appreci
ate Hashem's help when we are in a dif
ficult and dangerous situation of any 
kind, when Hashem is Ozer, a Helper, 
or even Moshe' a, a Saviour. While we 
are in the perilous situation, we are 
aware of the danger and its potential
ly harmful consequences, and we can 
see that no damage or harm results 
because Hashem protects us. For that 
we cry out - or should cry out - a 
heartfelt Baruch Hashem. 

However, does one know when 
Hashem is Magein, a Shield? How can 
one perceieve when Hashem prevents 
the danger and its attending misfor
tune, whether spiritual or corporeal, 
from approaching? 

The Sefer Bnei Yissas'char explains 
the pesukim in Tehillim22 as expressing 
the resolution to this question. "Praise 
Hashem, all nations; praise Him, all the 
states! For His kindness has over
whelmed us, and the truth of Hashem 
is eternal, Halleluya-h!" 

Why do the nations praise Hashem 
for the goodness that Hashem does on 
our behalf? How do they know of the 
favors that we receive from Hashem? 
1"he answer: Other nations are actual
ly more aware than we are of Hashe1n's 
kindness to us, because they know of 
the schemes that they plot against us, 
schemes that we know nothing about. 

Hashem is our Magein - our Shield. 
He protects us so completely that we 
are not even aware of the evil intrigue 
they design against us. 

* ** 

T
here have been a stream of 
('non-stories," unsuccessful 
attempts at terror, prematurely 

detonated bombs, intercepted terror
ists, tragedies prevented throughout 
the troubles of Bretz Yisroel, because 
Hashem is our Shield. 

For example, a few months ago, a 

··----·----·-.. ---·· -----------... ----·--------·"---·------------
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senior Israeli army spokesperson 
reported how Israeli soldiers foiled a 
plan to blow up the Azrieli Towers in 
Tel Aviv, the tallest skyscrapers in 
Eretz Yisroel. The plot tt1as styniied in 
the beginning of May 2002, during a 
raid on the West Bank town of 
Qalqilya where the terrorists tvere 
arrested before they could implement 
their plans. 

Security forces also derailed a sin
ister plot to detonate several simul
taneous bo1nbs in coastal Israeli cities 
with several attacks in ]erusalen1. 

At aln1ost the same time, a large 
scale disaster was averted even though 
a bomb exploded at an Israeli fuel 
depot in a densely populated area near 
Tel Aviv. A truck driver nearby said 
they were "lucky" because they were 
filling up with diesel fuel and not 
gasoline which is more volatile. Offi
cials at the depot said it lvas "fortu
nate" that the explosion did not occur 
near the above-ground fuel tanks, 
which can hold thousands of gallons 
of fuel. Finally, the Environment 
Minister Hanegbi described what 
happened as a "miracle." 
During one period last August, 

2001, the following non-events 
occurred: 

Israeli police units prevented a very 
serious attack in Beersheba by inter
cepting three Palestinian residents of 
Gaza carrying explosives. Four days 
earlier, a Palestinian who approached 
an Israeli army post near the Egypt
ian border in a suspicious manner and 
was shot, was found to be carrying a 
bomb. That same day, three Pales
tinians were found near the village of 
Kalkilia carrying explosives and 
weapons. Three days prior, the Israeli 
Security Agency arrested two Pales
tinians on their way to carry out a sui
cide bombing at a Haifa nightclub. 
Also on that very day, a Palestinian 
and his hvo children were killed when 
a botnb he lVas preparing exploded 
pre111aturely. Three days earlier, tlvo 
Palestinians were arrested before they 
were able to plant the large bomb they 
were carrying in Haifa. 

Even in the U.S., in July 1997, two 
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Palestinians were convicted of plan
ning to plant pipe bombs full of 
nails on a N. Y. City subway station in 
a Brooklyn area full of Orthodox Jews. 
The plot was stopped at the last 
minute when a roommate of the 
Palestinians becanze suspicious of 
their activities and told a policeman 
of his suspicions. 
Few of those events made the head

lines, but they all reveal that Hashem 
is our Magein, our Shield. Because of 
His compassion and kindness, Hashen1 
im1nediately answered our heartfelt 
prayers and prevented trouble or mis
fortune from even approaching us. 

David Hamelech indeed understood 
the powerful force of prayer when he 
wrote in Tehillin123: "Hashem is close to 
all who call upon Him, to all who call 
upon Him sincerely." Respectful 
prayers, dignified prayers, prayers said 
with sincerity and kavana are always 
answered. Perhaps we just don't fully 
understand the answer. 

As the Midrash 24 teaches: 
Hashem said to Israel. "Be careful 

and prudent in your prayers, because 
there is no other measure more 
beautiful than this.And it [prayer] is 
greater and more mighty than the 
animal sacrifices [in the Holy Tem
ple]. And even if one is not worthy 
to be answered for his prayers, with 
benevolence and favor to be done for 

the person, because the person prays 
and pleas many times, I [Hashem] will 
be benevolent with that person.)) 

THE BENEFIT OF PRAYING 
- FOR ITS OWN SAKE 

W
hen praying to Hashem for 
health, a livelihood, the best 
for our children and so on, 

we also benefit from the opportunity 
to bond and connect with Hashem. The 
passuk in Tehillim25

, "For Your kindness 
is better than life; my lips will praise 
You;' is explained by the Malbim to 
mean that the fact that our lips can 
praise You [Hashem] is better than life 
itself. Rabbi Shimshon Dovid Pinkus 
l"xz, elucidates this idea with a cogent 
parable.26 

A person diagnosed with a serious 
illness seeks out the ideal doctor- one 
who is not only an expert in the field, 
but also possesses an effective bedside 
manner, reassuring and encouraging to 
his patients. If asked what he gained by 
his choice, the patient would reply that 
there were two benefits: first and fore
most, this physician found a cure for 
his disease, and second, he had the 
opportunity to associate with such an 
outstanding man. 

Indeed, as the Malbim explained, 
the opportunity to praise and draw 
close to Hashen1 is more precious than 
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life itself. The spiritual growth and 
closeness to Hashem that we derive 
from prayer is of far more value than 
anything we receive in response to our 
requests. Rabbi Yechezkel Leven
stein7":><!27 explained that the purpose 
of creation is not, as people think, to 
enable us to enjoy the benefits of this 
world; rather, it is only to draw us near 
to Hashem by breaking the barriers that 
separate us from Him. 

for His creatures to awaken themselves 
to draw near to Hashem, to make 
requests of Him, so as to receive an 
abundance of His blessings. To the 
degree that one draws close to Hashem, 
so will the abundance be "drawn" 
towards that person. If, however, one 
will not be awakened, then blessings 
and goodness will not be drawn to that 
individual. 

How do we achieve closeness with 
Hashem? By davening properly to 
Him ... by reciting the blessings for the 
rejuvenation of our body and soul in 

Ramchal28 further elucidates this 
concept by classifying tefilla as a medi
um devised by the Supreme Wisdom 
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Many teenagers g~r~~~~O~••an identity crisis. 
For fourteen-years-qlo#'°llii~~S;th~;~~·~~~l~n$•are very real and 

terribly painful. · · · "' "' 

At this vulnerable age, h~ discovered that·h~ is adopted, having 
been abandoned by his biological parents as .a little child. 

Feelings oflnsecurity gave way to despair. 
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the morning blessings; by then offer
ing thanks to Hashem and glorifying 
nature in the Pesukei D'Zimra; by 
mentioning Yetzias Mitzrayim in Krias 
Shema; by praising Hashem in the first 
three blessings of Shemoneh Esrei; and 
by reciting "Modim" in Shemoneh 
Esrei, thanking Hashem for all the 
benevolence and favor He gives us 
every day; by simply asking Hashem 
for everything on a daily basis, we 
demonstrate a recognition and 
acknowledgment of our belief that 
Hashem can give us whatever we 
need in life. 

The main purpose and objective of 
prayer is to uplift, elevate and attach 
oneself to Hashem. Our sincere prayers 
not only bring about a humble recog
nition of our own inadequacies, but 
serve as an affirmation of our trust in 
Hashem and in His power to make any
thing occur. • 

1 Tehillim 5, 3 
2 Devarim 4,7 
3 145, 18 
4 Berachos 13b 
5 Michtav Me'Eliyahu Vol. 5, p. 225 
6 Yevamos 64a 
7 Michtav Me'Eliyahu Vol.S, p. 67 
8 Ibid 
9 Sefer R'sesay Laila-Os 11, 
10 Sefer She'orim BaTefilla p140 
11 Taanis 2,2 
12 Ibid 16b 
l3 Ben Yehoyada on Yoma 53a 

14 Sefer Ohel Yaakov 
15 Shabbos 1 OSb 
16 Tehillim 56, 9 
17 Bereishis 18, 16 and 18 
18 Sefer Sheorim BaTefilla, p. 143. 
19 Adapted from Rabbi Avrohom Chaim Feuer's 

Tehillim Treasury, p. 37 (ArtScroll) 
20 There are other elucidations for these terms . 

See Sefer Bnai Yissas'char, Kislev-Teves, Maamar 

2, Os 29; the Malbim on Yeshaya 12,2; and She'ei

los u'Teshuvos Rashba sim, 115 
21 Michtav M'Eliyahu Vol. 4, p.65. 

22 Tehillim 117, I and 2. 
23 Tehillim 145, 18. 
24 Midrash Tanchuma, Vayeira pl. 
25 Tehillim 63; 4 
26 She'arim BaTefilla p.137 
27 Ohr Yechezkel, Vol. l, p. 222 
28 Derech Hashem 
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It's amazing what can happen in just a few months. 
You volunteered with Project Y.E.S. to befriend a troubled young person. 

He was frustrated, angry and sometimes out of control ..• 

... But over time, attitudes softened. You gained 
trust by viewing the world through his eyes: 
A world where expectations can seem impossibly 
high. Where the future is often uncertain. And 
where life is confusing for a young Jewish teen 
who would like to listen to his parents, but still 
wants to have fun, experience the world and be 
just like everyone else. 

It didn't take long to realize this distant, distressed 
person was not a stranger, and not a statistic. 
Underneath it all, he was just a regular kid. 

When I was your age ... 

Parents often wonder, "Have our kids changed so 
much?" The truth is, kids haven't changed much at 
all. Remember, at times many of us argued with 
our parents, questioned their values and our role 
within a greater community. Some of us may have 
had friends we shouldn't have had and went places 
where we shouldn't have gone. However, what 
makes this behavior cause for concern is that 
today, the safer world of our innocent youth no 
longer exists. 

Another time, another place ... 

Sadly, it was replaced with a dangerous para
doxical world. A world in which we know more 
about the harm of graphic images, toxic ideas 

and deadly substances, where they're easier to 
find and harder to resist. It's a world where 
setting proper limits is a necessity, though 
harder and harder to do. 

Indeed, raising children is not easy; and those 
who fail are far from alone. But as an outsider, 
you can help. 



Project V..E.S. Mentors: 
Saving lives one hour at a time 
In today's complicated social climate, it's risky to 
allow a child to harbor unresolved resentment or 
issues. Therefore it's vital that every teen has 
someone he or she can speak with. For teens with 
difficulty approaching friends, parents or teachers
an objective, unattached person can smooth their 
transition to adulthood. 

As a Project Y.E.S. mentor, you will be that person. 

You will be that someone providing direction and 
guidance to a young person. It will be your shoul
der they cry on, and your ear that listens. 

As a trained Project Y.E.S. mentor, you can make a 
world of a difference. In one hour a week, you can 
have an incredibly powerful impact on the life of 
a young person. By becoming involved, you 
become the solution. Please help. 

Become a Project Y.E.S. mentor by calling us today 
at 718-758-3131. 

LEND AN EAR FOR A YEAR- PROJECT V..E.S. MENTORING PROGRAM 

·sicycle helmets. Immunizations. Seatbelts. Think of all the ways 
we protect our kids from the potential of physical harm. Through 
unconditional love and devoted attention we shield them from 
emotional harm as well. But despite our best efforts as parents, it's 
impossible to insulate our curious adolescents from the ever-con
fusing world in which they grow. Naturally, the possible effects of 
this environment are a concern to all parents. 

That's why Project Y.E.S. was created. By serving as a front line 
resource for parents concerned about the behavior and emotional devel
opment of a teenage child, we can help positively affect change in a 
pre-risk situation-before the concern becomes a problem. 

Project Y.E.S. is an organization of professionals and trained 
volunteers who focus on assisting with the challenges facing teens 
in school and contemporary society. We provide: 

V Mentoring V Vocational Testing and Counseling 

V School Placement 
Assistance 

V Guidance for Parents 

V Referrals for Free 
Professional Counseling 

The truth is, recognizing a pre-risk situation in our child may 
not be so pleasant. But having Project Y.E.S. available can make 
'll the difference. 

For more information about our 
projects, or to learn about how 
;ou can help support our vital 
Nork, please call: 

Project Y.E.S. 
718•758. 3131 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Project Y .. E .. S .. 
Working with families 

on behalf of our children 

Rabbi Yakov Horowitz 
PROGRAM DIRECTOR 

Leon Melohn 
CHAIRMAN 

1404 Coney Island Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11230-4120 
Fax: 718-504-7887 •E-mail: mentors@pyes.org 

Project Y.E.S. (Youth Enrichment Service) is a division of 
Agudath Israel of America Community Services, Inc. 

and is dedicated in memory of Shloime Horowitz, i"l")J 

Our telephone services hotline is dedicated by Reuvein and 
Mordechai Eissenberg and Raizel Harrar, l"l'.:> their parents, 

):11N1 '1 ):! Onl!) '1 and >:>11r.i '1 n:i '.:>>\J11Nl n1Y.l. 



Rabbi Ari Z. Zivotofsky and Dr. Ari Greenspan 

Liv in 
Reinforcing the Tradition 

With a Palpable Precedent 

Pheasant under glass, roasted grasshopper, 

and over two hours of shiurim. What do 
they have in common? The pheasant wasn't ., · 

exactly under glass, but they were all served at an 

historic kosher dinner we recently staged in Jerusalem. _.,!M~
The concept is simple and straightforward; 

the implementation was anything but. 

INVESTIGATING THE PHEASANT 

0 
ver twenty years ago, the two of 
us came to Israel right after high 
school to study in yeshiva. As 

part of our studies, we decided to learn 
the practical laws of ritual slaughter and 
become certified shochtim. After we 
completed the nearly year-long course 
of study, a friend asked if we could 
slaughter pheasants for her. Not yet very 
experienced, we started \vith the basic 
question: Is pheasant indeed a kosher 
bird! We began to investigate. 

How do we know which animals 
and birds are kosher? Regarding ani
mals, the Torah provides two physical 

Rabbi Zivotofsky -is trained as··;s1;~chet, has-; 
Ph.D. in biomedical engineering and teaches in 
Bar llan University. He lives in Beit She1nesh, from 
where he \Vrites \Videly on Jewish topics. His last 
appearance in these pages was together with R. 
Yosef Gavriel Bechhofer in Nissan 5760. 
Dr. Greenspan is a practicing shochct, 1110/1el, and 
so.fer. He lives in Efrat and has a private dental 
practice in Yerushalayim. This is his first appear
ance in these pages. 
The two have been clwvrusas and partners in 
"lialad1ic adventures" for over 20 years. 
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indicia. Any animal that has split 
hooves and chews its cud is kosher. All 
others are not. 1'hus, sheep, goat, cow, 
deer, buffalo, gazelle, and giraffe are 
kosher; pig, camel, and llama are not. 
Regarding birds, the situation is much 
more complex. The Torah lists 24 
species that are non-kosher. All others 
are acceptable. Thus, in theory, if a per
son knew the precise identity of all 24 
listed birds, all others are acceptable. 
Today we no longer know what those 
birds are. This is the reason that both 
Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch and 
ArtScroll chose to transliterate rather 
than attempt to translate the names of 
the birds in their Torah translations. 
Because of this, for close to 1000 years 
the overriding principle is "Tradi
tion!" The only birds that are treated 
as kosher are those for which a reliable 
tradition exists that in the previous 
generation it was treated as kosher. 

Having clarified the principle, we 
realized that we needed to find out if 
such a tradition exists for pheasant. We 
found an impressively comprehensive 

article by Professor Yehuda Felix, then 
at Bar Jlan University, in which he traced 
the halachic history of the pasyon (the 
Hebrew word for pheasant) for nearly 
1500 years, and shows that it was 
always treated as a kosher bird. But 
names are insufficient - there is no way 
of knowing that the bird called "pasy
on" 500 years ago is the same bird called 
"pasyon" today. And Felix's trail went 
cold about 75 years ago. 

We had all but given up hope of pro
viding our friend with kosher pheas
ant when a talmid in the yeshiva hap
pened to mention in passing that his 
rebbi, Rabbi Yosef Kafich, a leading 
Yemenite rav and posek, had just that 
week mentioned that he had a tradition 
attesting to the kashrus of the pheas
ant. Rabbi Kafich insisted that in order 
to properly transmit the tradition, a 
name is not enough. We needed to 
bring to him two live pheasants. He 
would then verify that this was indeed 
the bird he knew, and then we would 
slaughter it in his presence. No easy 
task, we managed to find two birds, 
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brought them to Rabbi Kafich, slaugh
tered the birds and received a letter 
attesting to the fact that we had the tra
dition and could pass it on. 

THE HUNT BEGINS 

T
hat was the beginning of our 
hunt. But it was a hunt for tra
ditions, not animals. We realized 

that traditions only can be lost, never 
created. Fifty years ago there were Jew
ish communities in Eastern Europe, 
Morocco, Tunisia, Yemen, Iran, etc., and 
each community had a local shochet. 
Jews in each locale had traditions 
regarding which birds in their area were 
kosher. Today, food production is cen
tralized, and most of those communi
ties are destroyed. If action is not taken 
soon, traditions will be lost. 

A stark example of this can be seen 
in a book written less than 200 years ago 
by an Italian shochet. He presents dia
grams of 30(!) birds that he recognized 

as kosher. Today we have trouble find
ing 13 such birds. In order to stem the 
loss of traditions, we decided to organ
ize a dinner in which we would serve all 
known kosher birds and as many types 
of animals as possible. The magnitude 
of the undertaking did not occur to us. 
First was the central task of actually find
ing traditions. 

IN SEARCH OF THE 
GUINEA FOWI!S YICHUS 

A
s an example, we suspected that 
the guinea fowl was kosber. So we 
purchased two guinea fowl, put 

then1 in a cage on top of the car, and 
headed out to look for old shochtim and 
rabbanim who may have slaughtered or 
supervised its slaughter in the old 
country. Being a bird native to North 
Africa, we tried North Africans and 
Yemenites. 

We started with the Yemenite shochet 
who had taught us. No luck. He direct-

ed us to several others. Still no one rec
ognized it. At least we were impressed 
with their honesty. After several 
attempts around Jerusalem, we were 
ready to give up. The following day we 
took the guinea fowl to an old distin
guished rabbi in the Har Nof section of 
Jerusalem. With a faint glimmer of 
recognition, the rabbi asked that one be 
removed from the cage so he could bet
ter examine it. Nope, he did not recog
nize the bird. But that clever guinea took 
the opportunity and bolted from the 
room. The scene that followed, with the 
old rabbi in his long caftan chasing the 
bird, could have been out of any com
edy movie. If anyone should happen to 
find a stray, odd-looking, lost bird in 
Jerusalem, it just might be our missing 
guinea. 

Our perseverance finally paid off. 
While returning from shechting a deer 
in Tzefas we still had (one) guinea as a 
traveling partner. We stopped in to see 
Rabbi Elbaz, an old Algerian shochet. We 

the Shema Yisrael Torah Network ofY~shalayim 
Has developed a structured learning program 

for those who work full time. 

All shiurim are given in English following the exact order of the text of the 
TUR and SHULCHAN ARUCH• One will receive weekly a written shiur sent to 

you via email. · 

You.will learn: MECHABER,RAMA, SHACH, S"MA,.MISHNA BRURAancl mo 

There ore separate programs in 

Choshen Mishpat, Shabbos, Yoreh Deah, Niddah, Aveilus 
and soon Orech Chaim and EVen HaEzer 

--··-------·--·------------·---
The Jewish Observer, December 2002 29 



had struck gold He unquestionably rec
ognized the bird and attested to the fact 
that he had slaughtered it in Algeria close 
to 50 years ago. 

Our next subject was the partridge, 
another bird we suspected was kosher. 
Here we were having even greater diffi
culty. Finally I recalled that once, while 
researching the small Aramaic-speaking 
community in Israel, their chief rabbi had 
told me that he had slaughtered a bird 
named "keklik" in Turkish. Some quick 
research revealed he was talking about the 
partridge. Pay dirt again. We brought him 
the bird, he ID' edit, and we were on our 
way with another tradition. 

FILLING THE MENU 

I
n order to bring this dinner to 
fruition, we also needed birds to 
serve. Finding quail today in Israel 

is relatively easy, but finding guinea fowl 
is another matter. A technician in the 
Israeli veterinary school eventually led 
us to his friend Rafi, but failed to inform 
us that Rafi calls himself "Jungle Boy:' 

The two deer, emu, and other assorted 
creatures in his backyard were interest
ing but immaterial to us; he had guineas 
he was willing to sell to us. 

Pheasant were less difficult. It should 
be obvious that the place to buy pheas
ant is a large ostrich farm in the south 
of the country. We bought eight to start 
with, packed two in a box. We brought 
them to one of the leading shochtim, 
Rabbi Shlomo Machfud, to slaughter. He 
took one out of a box. I grabbed the 
other, and before 1 realized, it he was 
high up in the sky. If anyone finds a 
pheasant flying around Kiryat Malachi, 
that is our other missing bird! 

The purpose of this dinner was to 
transmit the traditions. To accomplish 
that we needed participants. Who would 
come? It turned out that was not a prob
lem. We were over-subscribed before we 
realized it. We also succeeded in per
suading some of the most important rab
bis and researchers involved in the field 
to join us. They came from New York, 
Basie, and all over Israel. At the end, near
ly 100 people, Ashkenazim, Sephardim, 

and Teimanim, jammed the restaurant to 
hear two hours of shiurim and partake 
of 13 courses. The shiurim covered the 
relevant topics of the evening: kashrus of 
birds in general and game birds in par
ticular, kashrus of waterfowl, need for a 
mesora for animals, anatomic signs of 
animals, and kashrus of locusts. 

Left to our own devices, we may have 
cooked all 13 types of birds in one big 
stew. But our master chef, Moshe Bas
son, prepared each one differently. For 
example, rather than starting with 
chicken soup, we had" shiluach hakein" 
soup (pigeon and dove soup with a nest 
of pasta and a jleishig egg). To be com
plete, we did serve chicken, but it was 
prepared with tamrini sauce and stuffed 
into a large fig. 

SPARROW-SIZED LEGAL LOOPHOLE 

L
egal issues arose as well. It never 
would have occurred to us that the 
sparrow is a protected species in 

Israel. But it is. Thankfully, Minister Rabbi 
Yitzchak Levi procured for us a one-time 
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dispensation to slaughter several of 
them. Unfortunately, he was unable to do 
the same for ibex or antelope. 

After hunting for traditions, search
ing for birds, and clearing the legal 
hurdles, the dinner eventually includ
ed: chicken, turkey, duck, goose) mus
covy duck, mallard, pigeon, dove, 
pheasant, partridge, quail, guinea fowl, 
sparrow, cow udder, lamb, bison, water 
buffalo, and deer. And of course there 
was a need for a special dessert. 

The Torah states that certain cha
gavim (grasshoppers) are kosher. But 
just like birds, there is a need for a tra
dition regarding the identity of the 
kosher species. Dr. Zohar Amar of Bar 
Ilan University is an expert on the sub
ject. Jews from Morocco and Yemen 
still eat them to this day, and Amar has 
interviewed hundreds of these Jews. We 
procured several hundred of the 
kosher species, and the day before the 
big dinner visited several Yemenite Jews 
in Kiryat Ekron who had moved to 
Israel only seven years ago. Dressed in 
traditional garb and using a traditional 
oven, they roasted and boiled the 
grasshoppers for us the way they did 
in Yemen. And then they actually ate 
them! The chef prepared several more, 
and at the meal there were more than 
enough for everyone to partake. Sur
prisingly, many more of the partici
pants actually tried them than we 
expected. 

OF ELUSIVE, HOPPING PRECEDENTS 

T
his course presented an inter
esting halach ic question. 
Regarding birds, it is clear 

from the Shach and Aruch 
Hashulchan that one can rely on the 
Mesora from another community. 
But does the same halacha apply to 
chagavim? There was no uniform 
answer on this. Many of the Ashke
nazi participants asked their own 
poskim and received divergent 
answers. While many rabbis ruled 
against eating, some of the leading 
poskim in Yerushalaim gave the green 
light to rely on the Yemenite tradition 
and eat chagavim. 
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Originally, the Mashgiach of the 
restaurant was hesitant about serving 
grasshoppers for fear it would jeop
ardize his kosher certification. After we 
received a letter from former Chief 
Rabbi Ovadia Yosef that stated that 
even for those Jews who do not treat 
them as kosher, they do not make the 
dishes non-kosher, the chef was so 
excited that he now wants to add them 
to his regular menu. 

The main purpose of this dinner 
was the preservation and transmission 
of mesoros. As Rabbi Kafich had 

explained all those years ago, that can
not be done via a name or something 
on a dinner plate. For that purpose, we 
needed to find real animals again. Pre
sent at the dinner were live grasshop
pers, a pair of quails, a guinea fowl, 
muscovy duck, and several sparrows. 
A taxidermied pheasant and partridge 
were also present. Each of these was 
displayed, described, and discussed. 
Those birds participated in the historic 
process of transmitting the traditions 
to a room full of people, satiated both 
physically and spiritually. • 
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The Hebrew-English 
. Mishnah Berurah 

is now complete! 

~ Jtditi<>J.l: $399 
· .•..... ·· •. . ··~~>·Fs·si. (Reg.· $550) 
~m:PtlGtEdition: $339 

(Reg. $452) 

I~(lividf$l volumes 
· .. are also available. 

Feldheim Publishers is prQud 
lo ariilounce the completion .. of the 2,0 · .. 
volume,Hebrew"English edition of, 11'~ 
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The following front page article was published in 
the major Israeli dally newspaper, on November 7, 
2002. The article emphasizes the great importance 
of EFRAT especially in this difficult period in Israel. 

MORE WOMEN ABORT 
BECAUSE OF ECONOMIC DISTRESS 
EFRAT claims there are hundreds of women each month 

who abort due to economic distress. Social workers confirm. 
By David Regev, social we{fare affairs \Orrespondent 

Galit, who aborted twins because of a difficult financial 
situation, is not alone. EFRAT - The International 
Organization for Saving Jewish Babies, claims that this 
is a growing phenomenon. Local social workers confirm 
this trend. 
Last month, EFRA'f provide assistance to 437 women. who 
considered abortion because of economic distress - compared with 
299 women last October. 
Ruth Tidhar. EFRAT's senior social worker. reports: "EFRAT 
does everything to prevent unnecc~~ary abortions. We give financial 
assistance each month. and when the baby is born. we provide 
the necessary basic baby equipment". EPRAT Chairman, Dr. E!i 
Schussheim adds: "It is hard to believe that the economic situation 
has re11ched such a degree of uncertainty. that women who want 
to give birth are ready to put an end to their babies lives." 

EFRAT-C.R.I.B'sAnnual li1~W liW"1!l Appeal 

0'!7~;:r .n~ J'·~.0{'1 
A HEARTFELT APPEAL TO A HOLY NATION 

The highly acclaimed EFRAT Organization has taken upon itself the exalted 
duty of saving the lives of unborn children. EFRA T saves many hundreds 
from abortion by providing information together with financial support for 
families in distress. EFRAT's endeavors to prevent this horrendous decree 
of death to unborn children, involves extensive expenses which are used 
for actual financial assistance to families. 
We therefore call upon you to assist them in their praiseworthy endeavors, 
each according to his means. May Heaven bless all those who come to 
their aid in every way, with !ife. prosperity, health and supreme light. 
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Rabbi Eliashiv N"l'.l'''l' instructs Dr. Eli J. Schusshelm, 
Chairman ofEFRAT-C.R.LB. on halachic matters. 
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plurrl' or a:· sPfear • ... .•.• .• . . .•• 
school's principal had observed her 
model lesson, and was so impressed that 
she chose this new graduate over dozens 
of other applicants. 

The young lady was full of excitement 
and plans for her first term. Most of her 
friends shared her joy. But one long-time 
classmate, hearing of the appointment, 
said to the girl, "Boy! I really wanted that 
job. How did you get it? You must have 
had a lot of pull to get into that 
school." 

I once heard Rebbetzin Feige Twers
ki of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, relate an 
observation of her esteemed father, the 
RavofFaltishen, 7"0l't. The Rav said that 
Jews are renowned for their chessed, and 
that every Jewish community has 
G'mach funds, bikur cholim organiza
tions, and hachnasas kalla com1nittees. 
However, the Rav added, it would be 
wonderful to have, in addition to these 
worthy causes, a "Farginner's Club," in 
which all members - presumably all of 
Kial Yisroel - would rejoice in the 
blessings and happy occasions of one 
another. 

New house or car? Election to the 
board of directors? Daughter awarded 
valedictorianship? How nice[ Deeper, 
more meaningful sin1chas? Even nicer. 
When my friend is enriched, I am happy. 
He is glad for my good fortune, as well. 
And neither of us need to worry that the 
other might envy him and feel bitter 
over the good he has been granted. 

Surely the barb in the opening anec
dote was born of immaturity and job-

Mrs. Borchardt of Brooklyn, who teaches linn1dci 
kodcsh at several Bais Yaakov High Schools, had 
her writings published in I-Jmnodia, Horizons, as 
well as in The Jewish Observer. 
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I mentioned in conversation to a 
woman that a mutual friend of ours was 
planning to give her little daughter piano 
lessons. Her reaction? "She has a piano? 
How can she afford a piano?" If son1e
one wants to torment himself and 
estrange others, he can get busy observ
ing the labels on people's suits, count
ing their awards or promotions, or 
measuring the size of their kitchens or 
the thickness of their wallets. Or, 
instead, he can choose to be real. Chaz
al say, "Ain adan1 noge'a ben1uchan 
lechaveiro -A person cannot touch that 
which is destined for another." If we 
think of wealth, honor, and all the 
resources of this world as filling one 
huge basket, we can understand the urge 
to madly scramble for a share. But if we 
realize that there is no take-what-you
can-grab gold mine, but rather a cache 
of treasures, custom designed for each 
individual. If we truly internalize this, 
we can relax. We can smile. We can focus 
on our daled a1nos (exclusive domain) 
and not weigh ourselves down with 
imaginings about others' "more fortu
nate" lives. We can fargin. 'lb paraphrase 
the Bobover Rebbe, ., .. ,,,, "Another's 
expansion does not mean you are 
diminished." 

I
t can be most difficult. When one 
needs or wants something and feels 
surrounded by ot11ers who have it, it 

can be hard. But if one focuses on dav
ening, doing hishtadlus, and trusting in 
Hashem - although the hurdles appear 
daunting - rather than fixating on oth
ers' circun1stances, he will have more 

Mrs. Fa ie Borchardt 

child who prodaffus,~'1 o; 
the best!" is the student who must find 
out what every classmate scored on the 
test, so she can compare it to her own 
grade. 

"What'd you get on the test? What'd 
you get? What'd you get?" A melancholy 
tune, this "What'd you get" chorus, echo
ing through her lifetime. It's not an envi
able life, this life of envy. The sefer Mesil
las Yesharim says that the saddest part 
of kina- not farginning-is that, in addi
tion to the futility of wishing another's 
share upon ourselves, we barricade 
ourselves from the joy and delight of rec
ognizing and savoring our own won
derful blessings. 

When my child complains, "It's not 
fair! She got two candies. I also want 
two!" I tell her,"! don't want to hear rl1at. 
If you'd like two, ask for another candy. 
It has nothing to do with what your sis
ter has:' Says the Mishna in Avos (V, 22), 
"Whoever has the following three traits 
is among the disciples of our forefather 
Abraham ... a good eye, a humble spirit, 
and a meek soul ... the disciples of our 
forefathff Abraham enjoy I the fruits of 
their good deeds] in this world and inher
it the World to C'AJme." 

When we are real and in touch, and 
we fargin, we become better, happier, 
more expansive people. This can only 
sweeten our lives, as well as our rela
tionships - a treasure truly to cherish.Ill 
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Ozer Alport's "Can We Learn 
From Yoseif's Wisdom? Planning For 
Our Financial Future," featured in 
the Tamuz I June issue of The Jew
ish Observer, generated a number of 
letter. that challenged both the 
author's goals- pursuit of financial 
security for young kollel couples -
and his suggestions for realizing these 
goals - prudent investing. 

In the pages that follow, we pres
ent a sampling of the letters with a 
response from Mr. Alport. 

TAKES OFFENSE TO 
"YOSEJF'S WISDOM" 

To the Editor: 
The article entitled "Yoseif's Wisdom" 

deeply troubled me. The article at first 
glance appears to be offering helpful 
financial advice to young couples learn
ing in kollel, but in actuality it really is 
undermining the entire concept of kol
lel that our Gedolei Hadar tirelessly 
sought to build here in America. 

Firstly, why is the issue of seeking 
financial advice aimed solely at yeshivaleit? 
There are many working families who can 
barely made ends meet and can benefit 
from financial planning. All those in need 
of counsel should seek it. Why is the 
author confusing the two issues? 

More importantly, since when is 
owning a house 5· 7 years after marriage 
or projecting twenty to thirty years from 
now prerequisites to Torah learning? 
Saving money to marry off our children 
and investing wisely for the future is 
important. Yes. But at what cost? The 
precious years of undisturbed Torah 
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learning and growth in ruchnius? This 
may be the ((business way" but certain
ly not the derech haTorah. Bnei Torah can 
only flourish as a Shevet Levi who are 
mos er nefesh and mistapek b' muat (total· 
ly dedicated, managing with little), liv
ing without cheshbonos (calculations) for 
the future 5-7 years, certainly not 20-30 
years. How could a yungerman remain 
in learning if he is constantly worrying 
about his financial future? How would 
kollelim produce talmidei chachamim 
and future roshei yeshiva if they heed
ed the author's advice? There are things 
a person gives up for the sake of ideal
ism. It's a conscious choice to live with 
less and have little financial security 
when pursuing loftier goals. 

The author claims that in his expe
rience "most yungeleit justify their lack 
of preparation as bitachon:'This sounds 
as if most yungeleitare irresponsible peo
ple who justify their irresponsibility by 
calling it bitachon. This is truly motzi 
shem ra (slander). Most kollel yungeleit 
are, in fact, idealistic young men who 
strive for madreigas habitachon through
out. Is the author so naive to think that 
young kollel couples live without a 
cheshbon? On the contrary, most bnei 
Torah live with extreme cheshbonos, 
more so, perhaps, than some of our 
working counterparts who may be sav
ing in retirement accounts, for vacations, 
country homes, cars, etc. The bnei Torah 
that I know do plan. They do have a 
cheshbon. They put away for homes -
ruchniusdig homes, filled with Torah 
ideals that mold their future, their fum
ilies, and most importantly themselves. 
These young men and women are not 
pursuing the pleasures of olam hazeh. 
Yes, they give up the hope and desire to 

own houses; they deviated from the 
"American norm" of security, upon the 
direction of their Rebbe'im, teachers and 
roshei yeshiva. They chose a life of 
histapkus b'muat and elevation, a life of 
growth in middas habitachon. Many of 
them are doing this not with, but in spite 
of, parents who do not realize the great
ness of the mesiras nefesh they exhibit. 
They are the glory of Kial Yisroel. 

The author implores the reader to 
form a "realistic plan if anticipated funds 
do not match what they expect to need." 
What realistic plan is he referring to? We 
have just described the "realistic plan" 
when it comes to devoting one)s life to 
learning Torah lishma. What the author 
is implying seems clear enough: Go to 
work. Secure an income. This will free 
you from future worries. "Learn from 
Yosef Hatzaddik:' Is this what we have 
been taught by our gedolim? And all 
those who invested their life savings in 
the stock market - how realistic was 
their plan? 

Readers are also urged to "keep an eye 
on the future so that these same oppor
tunities can be extended to the next gen
eration as well." Since when did it 
become the achrayus of the Yissachar to 
become the Zevulun to support the next 
generation of Yissachars? Was this 
expressed by any of our gedolei hador? 

I was also greatly offended by the 
author's remark regarding "any extra 
money that is left ... in such families 
rather than being deposited, goes for 
extra seforim or new clothing." The biza
yon (derision) of this statement needs 
no comment. Ashreichem bnei Torah that 
the yeitzer hara to "splurge" is on 
seforim, not like some businessmen who 
work long hours so that they can have 
more houses, vacations, cars etc. 

On a more personal level, permit me 
to explain why this article struck a par
ticularly painful chord in my heart. It 
was the very hashkafos of the author that 
I was raised with and worked so hard 
to uproot thirteen years ago, when I 
married a bachur learning in yeshiva 
with "no plans of working." All the years 
of questions and comments that I had 
to endure - such as "How will you live? 
What an irresponsible lifestyle! How will 
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you marry off your children? Why 
doesn't your husband get a job like 
everyone else?" - were brought back 
through these very pages, making me 
question my choices. To say that I lost 
a night's sleep and had many painful dis
cussions with my husband is an under
statement. That gnawing feeling of 
inadequacy returned to me when I read 
this article. And all this from The Jewish 
Observer. Growing up out of town, the 
Agudah represented the stronghold of 
yeshiva hashkafa, and to see this article 
published in JO was particularly hurt
ful to me. Why? Because I almost 
believed it. What I fought so hard and 
believed in was under attack. Baruch 
Hashern I married into a prominent 
Torah family with all of my husband's 
siblings learning in leading yeshivas and 
kollelim. It was they who helped me sort 
through the falseness of the article and 
its dangers as well. Yes, I am living real
istically- with idealism. Yes, I did have 
financial ups and downs, and yes, there 
were hardships, but I wouldn't trade our 
eleven years in kollel for anything in the 
world. Yes, we may be behind on the 
financial ladder, but as I see it, we are 
happy to be where we are. 

I am not writing to attack defenders 
of Torah im derech eretz or those who 
wish to interpret "eizehu chacham 
hara' eh es ha naiad" as they see fit. Our 
gedolim are fully aware of these and 
other 1naamarei Chazal. I am writing to 
protest the honor of bnei Torah, gedolei 
Torah and yunge/eit. 

MRS. M. KOTLER 

Brooklyn, NY 

INVESTMENT FOR THE FUTURE: 
PRUDENT OR HIGH RISK? 

To the Editor: 
The article in the Tammuz I June issue 

on "Planning for our Financial Future" 
makes very valid points in stressing the 
need for financial planning. However, I 
take strong exception to publishing an 
article that so strongly advocates putting 
one's funds in the stock market, imply
ing that a Yungerman who kept his wed
ding money in the bank for two years 
was guilty of financial stupidity. Quot-
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ing advice from Harav Eliashiv N .. 1'% 
given in specific situation is misleading. 
Most important, the article makes no 
mention that investing in stocks can be 
highly risky. The only question 
addressed is whether one would average 
I 0 or 15 percent every year. 

This type of advice is dangerous 
financially. There are many families in 
our community who have lost in 
excess of 90 percent of their invest
ments in "tech" stocks over the last two 
years. Even those cautious enough to 
invest only in "blue chips" have lost 40 

percent of their money. 
As evidence by the experience over 

the last two years, the stock market is 
highly risky. Young investment advisers 
have been spoiled by the unprecedent
ed bull market of the J 990's. However, 
older and hopefully wiser, prudent pro
fessionals who have seen both up- and 
down-markets know that one must be 
cautious in investing n1oney that one 
cannot afford to lose. While a small por
tion of one's assets can be invested in 
risky investments such as the stock 1nar
ket under the guidance of an honest pro-
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fessional, the vast majority of assets of 
a family that is relying on these funds 
for their financial future should be 
invested in much less risky invest
ments. It is true that the return will be 
less; however, a five percent return is a 
lot better than a 40 percent loss. 

It is worthwhile for a couple to seek 
the advice of a respected, honest, older 
businessman who has had life experi
ence before deciding how to invest one's 
life savings. That person should have no 
vested personal benefit from the advice. 
If they are advised to invest a small per
cent of the assets in a more risky 
investment, only those assets should be 
given to the broker. Unfortunately, in 
many cases a broker using a high pres
sure sales technique can persuade peo
ple to undertake an investment they 
later regret. 

The author deserves a lot of credit for 
bringing up the issue of fiscal respon
sibility. However, it is important that the 
person giving advice understand the risk 
profile of the investor in order to 

ensure that they don't violate the "lavof 
lifnei ivair (do not put a stumbling 
block ... )." This is especially true of bnei 
Torah clientele looking for an easy way 
out of an apparently difficult financial 
future that they are facing. 

SHMUEL FOXMAN 

Far Rockaway, NY 

THE PLIGHT OF 
UNDERPAID BNEI TORAH 

To the Editor: 
Whilst commending Ozer Alport on 

an excellent article which addresses a 
problem perhaps more acute than the 
ongoing "chasuna crisis;' I would have 
preferred to have seen the principle taken 
through to a more pointed conclusion. 

Even without being a financial plan
ner, every understanding ba' al habayis 
is aware of 40lk's, retirement funds, 
whole life policies, mutual funds, and 
other long-term saving strategies which 
help budget for future expenses, both 
foreseeable and unforeseeable. So to 
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point a finger at seemingly narrowly 
sighted yungeleit and mechanchim for 
lack of future planning- those on lim
ited budgets whose incomes are con
tinually stretched beyond their capaci
ty- makes good sport, no question. For 
sure, the endless stream of"hachnossas 
kalla collectors" makes one wonder, 
"Where were these people for the past 
twenty years?" 

The difficulty lies in the abysmal 
wage record rampant amongst these 
bnei Torah. Granted that mosdos can
not afford to pay a rebbe a respectable 
wage (why not, I don't know, although 
it seems to be axiomatic), but does that 
wage at least rise with inflation and per
formance each year? Or instead, are 
paychecks behind schedule, and with 
time, bridging loans take the form of 
credit cards, savings plans are liquidated 
to fill short-term deficits, and putting 
money away becomes a luxury in the 
face of bare necessities such as clothes 
and shoes. 

With kollelim, the situation is even 
worse. A kollel yungerman whose 
budget incorporates a small stipend 
from his kollel- say $5,000 per annum 
- may well budget to save $3,500 the 
first year, $2,500 the second and so on 
diminishingly, which, with Rabbi 
Alport's model, is still a tidy sum down 
the line. When the kollel payroll, 
though, is years behind, he has a deficit 
each year rather than a surplus, which 
makes saving a pipedream. So would 
we rather he go to work? Perhaps, but 
a yungerman who is seeking to learn 
seriously will no doubt find ways to 
live within his constrained budget, but 
long-term savings are now an ideal 
that is at odds with that of continued 
]earning. 

If timely contributions to savings 
plans are the key to material stability, 
then surely timely pledge-fulfillment can 
at least help one's spiritual stability. By 
answering the call to at least some way 
alleviate the immediate plight of unpaid 
and underpaid b'nei Torah, can we then 
address their long term financial neces
sities also. 

AviBooKMAN 

Lakewood, NJ 
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OZER ALPORT REPLIES 

Mrs. Kotler rightly extols the impor
tant goal of producing talmidei cha
chomim, and I recognize that for those 
elite and select Yungeleit who excel in 
hasmada, bitachon, and histapkus (dili
gence in study, faith, and ]ow-level con
sumption), personifying with great 
mesiras nefesh all that Shevet Levi rep
resents, my suggestions may not be 
appropriate. They have made the laud
able decision to eschew the ephemeral 
pleasures of this world in pursuit of a 
loftier purpose. Their horizons aren't 10 
or even 50 years down the line, as their 
focus is on the reward that lies waiting 
in Olam HaBa, a world of nitzchius 
(eternity). In the meantime, they live 
with complete bitachon that their min
imal physical needs will be provided 
with special Divine Providence (see 
Rambam Hilchos Shmitta v'Yovel 13:13). 
They are indeed the pride and glory of 
Kial Yisroel. It is our obligation to 
encourage and support them as much 
as possible in their solitary pursuit of 
Torah lishma, and it was not to them that 
my article was addressed. 

There is, however, a large (and 
growing) number of young couples 
who, while constantly advancing in their 
avodas Hashem and yearning to fulfill 
their spiritual dreams, are concerned 
how they can survive in kollel or chin
uch. They strive to reach the ideal rep
resented by Shevet Levi, but worry if 
they can live a life of pas b'melach 
("bread and salt" - a reference to Avos 
6:4) and no hishtadlus. I tried to sug
gest to this praiseworthy group that 
prudent planning can help them mate
rialize their dreams. Many of these fam
ilies do have the potential to save dur
ing the first few years, when they are 
receiving at least partial support and 
their expenses remain relatively small. 
Jn such cases, setting aside a small 
amount of money toward the future is 
a reasonable goal which needn't absorb 
too much of their time. 

Mrs. Kotler maintains that my sug
gestions contradict the goal of growing 
spiritually and becoming talmidei 
chachamim, but with all due respect, I 
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don't understand why this must be so. 
While it's true that somebody who 
actively plays the market will have a dif
ficult time concentrating on his learn
ing, it's possible to give the money over 
to a trusted third party to manage it for 
you. A friend told me that he saves $10 
a week for each of his two children, 
which he gives over to an expert every 
Pesach to invest for them; he and many 
others that I surveyed said that they 
don't feel preoccupied in the least by 
such a set-up. They also realize that 
investing a small amount of time once 
or twice a year (which can be scheduled 
for bein ha'zmanim) can result in tens 
of thousands of extra dollars years down 
the line, which more than amply justi
fies the relatively minor time commit
ment. For tl10se for whom this is still too 
distracting, I have several clients who 
delegate their wives or parents to over
see the project, as they recognize that the 
potential reward of properly planning 
and investing (see figures at end of arti-

de) is too great to ignore. 

My Goal - To Generate Awareness 

As I mentioned in the article, my pri
mary goal in writing was simply to gen
erate an awareness of the potential dan
gers of financial short-sightedness and 
the need to take responsibility for our 
economic futures. If readers were con
vinced of the need to live with a budg
et and to set aside money each month 
to save for future expenses, then it was 
successful. The exact logistics of how and 
where to invest that money were not my 
focus, as I took it as a given that any inex
perienced reader wouldn't make such 
major decisions without consulting an 
expert. Since these points have been 
raised, however, I recognize the impor
tance of clarifying these issues as well. 

Mr. Foxinan is correct in pointing out 
that many people got burned by gam
bling on aggressive stocks without 
understanding the risks involved. How-
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ever, this irresponsibility doesn't inval
idate the entire stock market, but rather 
emphasizes the need for a long-term 
plan of realistic growth. Further, the fact 
that the past 2.5 years have seen heavy 
losses doesn't change the fact that for 
long-term investing (which was the sub
ject of the article), the stock market is 
still historically the best option. Even 
after these losses, parents making a Bar 
Mitzva this year who invested money for 
their son over the past 13 years would 
have earned 14.1 % annually in an S&P 
500 index fund, but less than 5% a year 
in a money-market fund. The figures 
given at the end of the article were 
intended for someone investing at birth 
for a wedding 20-25 years down the line; 
the attached chart demonstrates that 
although the short-term may be quite 
volatile, with a 20-year timeframe you 
would have never lost money in the past 
75 years (even if you had the misfortune 
to invest the day before the crash of 
1929!). 

Most couples have an easier time 
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meeting short-term goals such as a 
down payment, yet they too should be 
aware that investing a portion of their 
assets in conservative mutual funds or 
bond funds can keep risk down while 
offering much better returns than the 
bank. For example, over the past 20 
years, Dodge and Cox Balanced has aver
aged 14.6% annually without a single 
losing year; Oakmark Equity and 
Income has done even better in its 6-year 
history. Fremont Bond has averaged 
7.6o/o per year since its inception 8 years 
ago, while losing only 2.8% in its worst 
quarter. 

The Importance of Consulting 

Mr. Foxman rightly notes the impor
tance of consulting a trusted, responsi
ble financial adviser for assistance in 
choosing the right type of investments 
for your individual situation. In some 
cases, that will mean leaving it in the 
bank, which needn't be considered 
"financial stupidity:' The key is that it 

HELP FOR PARENTS OF 
TEENS IN CONFLICT 

TEL: 718-758-0400 
CONFIDENTIAL 10 AM-10 PM 

/SUPPORT GROUPS 
/REFERRALS 
/HOTLINE 

be done not as a default from ignorance 
(as was the case mentioned in the arti
cle), but based on a rational, informed 
decision. 

For many b'nei Torah, the proper 
instruments will be mutual funds, which 
as one writer wisely pointed out, require 
less knowledge and involve much less 
time and volatility than individual 
stocks. The Wall Street Journal once sug
gested as a rule of thumb that in order 
to keep risk down, one invest no more 
than 5% of his portfolio in any indi
vidual stock, as the aforementioned 
historical superiority of the stock mar
ket can easily be lost with a few poor 
choices. This task seems difficult for 
many b'nei Torah with small portfolios, 
but mutual funds offer a simple solution. 
When I began investing my wedding 
money, I chose only mutual funds that 
have consistently outperformed the 
market. Diversifying across such funds 
in several different sectors still offered 
impressive returns while keeping risk 
under control, allowing me to concen
trate on learning by day, sleep soundly 
at night, and check my monthly state
ments just to reassure myself. This 
strikingly simple approach caught on, as 
I have used it to invest several million 
dollars for b'nei Torah (mostly kollelfam
ilies who can't afford big losses), and 
could be quite helpful for many readers. 

Long-Term Planning: Dream or Reality? 

Rabbi Bookman accurately observes 
that there are b'nei Torah struggling to 
provide basic necessities who feel that 
a long-term savings plan is something 
to dream about. As I mentioned in the 
article, it's virtually impossible to come 
up with a uniform answer that will work 
for every reader, and there are cases 
where short-term inaction is appropri
ate. However, decisions with such major 
ramifications shouldn't be made with
out the input of a third party. Many of 
these families could gain tremendous
ly by discussing their financial futures 
with a Rav, Rosh Yeshiva, or parents. A 
fresh outside perspective can often 
reveal that the situation isn't so black
and-white as it seems. In some cases, 
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US Stock Market Returns 
Since 1926 (annualized) 

Length of Investment (years) 

1 5 10 20 

Best 53.9o/o 23.9% 

Worst l-43.3% 1-12.5% 
Average 13.0% 10.5% 

20.1% 16.9% 

~9.0o/o 3.1 o/o 

10.9% 10.9% 

switching to a kollel that offers a larger 
stipend may be an option, while others 
may be able to tutor at night or bein 
ha'sedori1n. 

In many situations, however, the solu
tion lies not in figuring out how to add 
income (which is easier said than done) 
but in finding ways to cut expenses. Why 
rent ]uxury housing for $1000 or even 
$1500 a month when you could get by on 
$600-$800? Some families could cut 
back on exquisite floral bouquets, babysit
ters, cleaning ladies, or eating out ( $20 a 
week for any one of these adds up to more 
than $1000 a year!). Yet others could 
spend less on clothing (for parents and 
children), phone bills (and cell phones), 
vacations, or jewelry. And so much could 
be saved if we would just stop worrying 
what people will say about every bris and 
Kiddush that we make. These are just a few 
examples to start people thinking. Every 
family's individual situation is too com
plex to address in a few short lines, but 
in many cases, a respected third party 
could help them find small, relatively 
painless ways to cut back, which can add 
up to large savings over the course of time. 

I realize that there are families for 
whom none of the above will be appli
cable, and I wish to emphasize again that 
my purpose in writing is not to tell any
one what to do, but simply to raise the 
awareness of this issue so that readers can 
discuss their situations further with a 
trusted third party. 

When couples come to me for finan
cial planning and we start by making a 
budget, I'm always amazed at how their 
expenses seem to increase in proportion 
to the amount of support they receive.A 
chashuve Rebbetzin who called me regard
ing my article related how her newlywed 
daughter called to ask if $800 is too much 
to spend on a present to express her love 
and appreciation for her husband, to 
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which she received a lengthy lecture about 
the value of a hard-earned dollar. Since 
they feel that it's not really their money, 
there isn't much incentive to save. How
ever, we must change our basic attitude; 
saving cannot be considered an ideal but 
must be a necessity. Of course it's not 
enjoyable to do and it's not popular to talk 
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about, but if we want to be able to offer 
our children the wonderful opportunities 
we enjoy, we as a community must ask 
ourselves which is more important: 
short-term comfort or long-term 
responsibility? 
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The Torah Lifestyle: Finding Meaning 
and Purpose in a World Transformed, 
by Rabbi B. Shafter (Frederick Fell, 2002, 
200 pages, Trade Paperback $16.00, dis
tributed by Judaica Press) 

I
n Torah study, the question is all
powerful. The student puts the 
question to the rebbi. The rebb~ in 

turn, elucidates the meaning of the 
Torah by himself asking probing ques
tions. Traditionally, this has been played 
out in a dialogue aimed at uncovering 
true meaning. It is the power of this 
method that drives The Torah Lifestyle. 

Part fiction, part non-fiction, the 
book relies on the device of a first-per
son dialogue between author Rabbi 
Shafier, and "David,'' a thirty-something, 
non-observant lawyer. David is on the 
verge of marriage and approaches the 
Rabbi to ask The Big Question. Prepar
ing himself for the inevitable "she's not 
Jewish" problem, the Rabbi is stunned 
to hear instead, "She wants to be Torah 
observant and I don't understand why!" 

Rabbi Golding, managing editor of The /elvish 
Observer, has first-hand knowledge of Rabbi 
Shafier's efforts in kiruv, which are well repre
sented by his book. 
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Over the course of a series of 
encounters in the Rabbi's study, the 
young lawyer, who is eventually joined 
at the sessions by his wife-to-be, push
es the Rabbi to provide detailed answers. 
The device works in a 
surprisingly uncom
plicated manner. It 
permits Rabbi Shafier 
to use his book's rabbi 
to lay out answers that 
are accessible and deeply 
satisfying. The answers 
are, of course, firmly 
rooted in the Torah, the 
Talmud, and the com
mentaries of the sages. But 
because they are encoun
tered in clialogue, the com
plex truths have the engag
ing quality of vernacular speech. 

This quality, however, should serve as 
a note of caution to JO readers - this 
book may not be for every yeshiva boy 
or Bais Yaakov girl who has been shel
tered from the influences of modern 
media. Most of the discussions are 
geared to those for whom T.V. and 
movies are the norm. It is for this rea
son that a reservation is expressed; the 
book is primarily addressing those who 
are assimilated and searching - and an 
occasional reference may not be appro
priate for members of yeshiva-type 
homes. The book as a whole, however, 
is truly excellent. Hence this review, 
albeit with a caveat. 

As mentioned, this device of using 
vernacular speech works to the book's 
advantage. In his style and tone, Rabbi 
Shafier manages to satisfy two diamet
rically opposing criteria: the work is 
highly readable and even genuinely 
amusing, yet it is never trite. The book 
as a whole is well-structured, yet each 
of the 22 chapters can stand alone as a 
discrete lesson, offering the reader fresh 
and meaningful insights into the power 
of Torah and mitzvos in a manner that 
affords rich insights for both the obser
vant and non-observant, the novice and 
the experienced Torah student. 

For the past 13 years, Rabbi Shafier, 
currently a n1esivta rebbe in Yeshiva 
Zichron Yaakov, Monsey, NY, has been 

Rabbi Yosef C. Golding 

a popular inspirational speaker and lec
turer, and a Jewish educator in both con
gregations and high schools, most 
notably in Yeshiva Chofetz Chaim in 

Rochester, NY. While there 
has been a boom in Torah
study books and commen
taries in recent years, The 
Torah Lifestyle is unlike oth
ers in that it does not 
attempt to deal with tradi-
tional halacha questions or 
answers. It is a call to 
arms - summoning the 
reader to come to terms 
with the most basic ques
tions of life. The book 
only briefly skims over 
the answers evident in 

the Torah, leading the reader to the 
right conclusions. 

Rabbi Shafier explains why he 
wrote the book: 

"The ways of the Torah are pleas
ant; so the journey, while taking 
courage and fortitude, is pleasant. In 
all my years of teaching Torah, I have 
never met anyone who said these 
ways are harsh. The only issue has 
been, understanding its approach, 
and being open enough to listen. 

"We have this one opportunity, one 
shot, at this thing that we call life. If 
we can wake up, and use it correctly, 
if we can find our path, then our life 
will be enriched for eternity, and our 
passage along the way will be pleasant. 

" ... This book, in effect, is a clari
on call, a call to my people to redis
cover what we have known for gener
ations. "When we landed on these 
shores, and were thrown into the 
tempests of social and moral change, 
it seems that we lost hold of that eter
nal message. That which was the 
bedrock of our people, and somehow 
in the fast paced environment of the 
times that we live in, we have lost touch 
with. But the route is there to return 
to our heritage; to return to that eter
nal tree of life:' 
If you know of a "wandering" Jew in 

search of answers, get him this book. 
He'll find his way home, and will be 
grateful. Eternally. 1111 

The Jewish Observer, November 2002 



• 

s 

The Pleasant Way, by Rabbi Sholom 
Smith (published by Israel Book Shop, 
Lakewood, NJ, 2002, $9.99)) 

F
or over six decades, Rabbi Avra
ham Yaakov HaKohen Pam 7":<1, 
molded American yeshiva stu

dents into bnei Torah who embody those 
qualities that bring glory to Hashem and 
His Torah. " 

Aside from his personal example, 
Rabbi Pam's primary vehicle for accom
plishing this was his Erev Shabbos 
shmuessen (ethical discourses), which 
focused primarily on lessons in proper 
behavior and hashkafa (Torah out
look), which he drew from the weekly 
parasha as well as other sources. He 
placed great emphasis on these 
shmuessen, to the point that he would 
tell talmidim: if, for some reason, they 
needed to miss yeshiva, they should 
rather miss a daily Gemora shiur than 
the Friday shmuess. 

For many years, Rabbi Sholom 
Smith, a close talmid of Rabbi Pam, 
faithfully recorded each shmuess both on 
tape and in writing, and catalogued 
them according to the topic. Rabbi 
Smith has done a great public service by 
gleaning lessons from these shmuessen 
and publishing them as a volume on the 
weekly parasha'. When reading The 
Pleasant Way, one can sense the special 
personality of Rabbi Pam and can well 
understand why he had such a profound 
influence on his talmidirn. 

As is well known, Rabbi Pam's 
addresses, whatever the occasion or 
topic, were marked by absolute clarity 
of thought and presentation and could 
be appreciated on many levels. In his last 
years, distinguished talmidei chachachim 
---------
Rabbi Finkelman, a rebbe in Yeshiva Darchci 
Torah, Far Rockaway, NY, is a frequent contrib
utor to these pages, including "Rav Pam's Spe
cial Friend," (October '02). He is the author of 
several biographies published by ArtScroll Iv1eso
rah Publications, as well as the recently published 
book, The Gift of Speech. 
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would sit side-by-side with young 
bachurim on Friday mornings, drinking 
in his thoughts on midas and hashkafa 
which resonated with Torah truth. 
Rabbi Smith has preserved Rav Pam's 
clear, practical approach and has pro
duced a book which is inspiring, 
instructive and easy-to-read. 

Leah's Gratitude 

A
s is the way of gedolei Yisroel, 
Rabbi Pam would often focus on 
a well-known statement of 

Chazal and offer an original interpre
tation which gives that statement new, 
profound meaning. He would then 
apply the insight on a practical level. 

One example of this is Rabbi 
Smith's selection on Parashas Vayeitzei. 
When Leah's fourth son was born, she 
named him Yehuda, saying: '"fhis 
time I will thank Hashem" ( Bereishis 
29;35). To this, the Gemora (Berachos 
7b) cites a teaching of Rabbi Shimon 
bar Yochai: "From the day that HaKa
dosh Baruch Hu created His world, 
there was no person who offered 
thanks to Him until Leah came and 
thanked Him:' 

Explained Rabbi Pam: Leah felt 
boundless joy and gratitude upon 
Yehuda's birth, for as Rashi explains, she 
knew through Ruach Hakodesh (Divine 
Spirit) that Yaakov would have four 
wives who would bear him twelve sons. 
Thus, her fourth son was "more than 
her share." Human nature is such, that 
initial feelings of gratitude over some 
great happening or achievement 
become progressively weaker with the 
passage of time. 

Leah did not want this to happen to 
her. She wanted to always feel the pro
found sense of gratitude that she expe
rienced at the time of Yehuda's birth. 
Therefore, she named the child "Yehu
da" from the word hoda'a (praise and 
thanksgiving), so that whenever she 
would mention her son's name, it 
would stir within her those original 
feelings, and this would help her to 
cope with the challenges of life. 

Rabbi Pam continued by discussing 
the expenditures that baalei simcha 

Rabbi Shimon Finkelman 

undertake to preserve the men1ories of 
their children's wedding through the 
lens of the camera. Is there any point 
to having such pictures? Rabbi Pam 
asked. As time goes on, wedding 
albums are usually relegated to an 
upper shelf where they are removed 
once a year for pre~ Pesa ch dusting. 

However, concludes Rabbi Pam, they 
can serve a very important purpose. 

"There are times in married life 
when things are not the way they 
should be. There may be bitterness, 
complaints and feelings of unhappi
ness and anger. That is the time to 
take out the wedding pictures and 
study them. Then the pictures call 
out: 'Look how happy you were -
filled with joy and gratitude to 
Hashem for bringing you together on 
that great day! Try to recall your 
dreams and hopes of how you would 
establish your new home in peace and 
harmony and that you would do 
everything possible to make each 
other happy .... 

" 'Does it pay to throw all that 
happiness away because of petty 
arguments, unkind words or bad 
middos?'n 
The book's title is based on the verse: 

"Her ways are ways of pleasantness and 
all her pathways are peace (Mish lei 
3;17). Rabbi Pam's life and teachings 
epitomized this verse. Rabbi Sholom 
Smith deserves our heartfelt gratitude 
for affording us the opportunity to be 
informed, enlightened and inspired by 
Rabbi Pam's timeless thoughts. 1111 
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The October issue ofThe Jewish Observ
er featured a number of articles on the theme 
"For Every Jewish Child ... A Chance," 
including several about children with emo
tional or developmental disabilities 
("Support, Stigma, or Shame," by David 
Mandel, and "Rav Pam's Special Friend," 
by Rabbi Shimon Finkelman), as well as 
a cautionary article regarding causing pain 
in others through speech and other modes 
of communication ("The Price of']ust Jok
ing:" by Dr. Jeny Lob). 17ie sensitivity called 
for in those situations should be applied 
equally to children with other disabilities 
as well, as addressed in the lines that fol
low written by, Rabbi SimdiaSdwlar, exec
utive vice-president of Chai Lifeline, an 
organization that is in the forefront of pro
viding 1nuch-needed services for chroni
cally ill children. N.W. 

A MATTER OF INCLUSION 
- NOT REJECTION 

I co1nmend you for your recent cov
erage of children with disabilities; 
there is no doubt that this is a very sig
nificant and growing issue within our 
Torah community. 

Nevertheless, I felt there was a sig-
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nificant population that was totally 
removed from your pages. Children 
with disabilities arc not limited to chil
dren that are mentally challenged i.e.: 
Down syndrome, etc.... A recent 
polling of the top fifteen pediatricians 
in Orthodox communities throughout 
the world has found the following data. 
There are at least ten times the num
ber of children with physical diseases 
(genetic diseases or other life-long 
diseases), that result in significant dis
abilities in our community than chil
dren that are otherwise challenged. Not 
to diminish the importance of inclu
sion of children that are mentally 
challenged to their right for full par
ticipation in all that the Torah com
munity has to offer, but there is a 
tremendous need to educate our com
munity about the significant popula
tion of children that are mentally 
competent, yet have significant physi
cal disabilities. 

At a recent National Board Meeting 
of Chai Lifeline, a Chassidishe woman 
described to our board the unfortunate 
situation regarding her child that has 
a life-long disease, but is one-hundred 
percent mentally capable. The Rebbi 
would not let her child come into class 
because the child "looks funny" and he 
was afraid that this would disturb the 
other children. The child has to be car
ried from one floor to the other 
because there is no elevator, and there 
are also no wheel-chair accessible 
bathrooms, consequently making a 
long yeshiva day most difficult. 

Haven't we heard about the many 
shuls and yeshivas that wish to cir-
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cumvent the zoning laws that require 
us to be absolutely handicapped acces
sible? Yes, there is an extra monetary 
factor in accommodating these chil
dren, and many yeshivas are on tight, 
restricted budgets, and have a hard time 
making ends meet, as is. But these are 
children who can learn Torah, want to 
learn Torah, and deserve to learn 
Torah, just like any child that is "nor
mal.,, It is as essential to have wheel
chair accessibility in our times, as it is 
to have air conditioning or heating. 

We must integrate these children 
within our community! When there is 
a sign in front of a store that says no 
strollers or carriages allowed, they 
cannot exclude a child in a wheel-chair. 
Every effort must be made to bring this 
issue out into the open. 

This past year, Camp Simcha Spe
cial dealt with close to 30 different dis
eases, allowing these very special chil
dren to have a full summer experience. 
Yes, it was a huge undertaking, involv
ing five doctors and six nurses. It took 
an enormous staff and specially built 
bunks and buildings. But it is our obli
gation to include these children into 
our community because they are our 
children. 

I have had the opportunity of 
meeting many of these beautiful 
neshamos personally. Not only are they 
smart and alert, and can learn as well 

as anyone else, they have an inner 
strength that makes them very unique 
and special. We at Chai Lifeline are 
making a huge effort to educate the 
community to the needs of these 
children, as well as developing new 
year-round programming comple
menting our existing programming for 
children with hematological and 
oncological issues. 

Unfortunately ':>"ni, there are hun
dreds of these very precious children in 
our communities. It is for the benefit 
of our community to make these chil
dren happy and include them within 
the normal yeshiva environment. One 
yeshiva in particular that I know of, 
Yeshiva Darchei Torah, is at the fore
front of integrating these children 
within the regular yeshiva system; I 
hope that there are many other yeshiv
as and Bais Yaakovs that I am not yet 
familiar with doing the same. 

Children with disabilities are normal 
children, they just may not have all of 
the ability of a regular child. Children 
with disabilities can play basketball; 
they just need a special basketball court. 
Children with disabilities can learn in 
the same shiw; it is just that they may 
need some extra space and extra 
accommodations. The Rabbeim, teach
ers and the overall community must be 
sensitized to the inclusion of these chil
dren within our community. • 
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1111 CORE & SUPPLEMENTAL EVALUATIONS 

11 SPEECH & LANGUAGE THERAPY 

1111 PHYSICAL & OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY 

Ill FAMILY AND/OR NUTRITIONAL TRAINING & COUNSELING 

11 SOCIAL WORK 

lit SPECIAL INSTRUCTION 

Ill NURSING 

11 Bf-LINGUAL THERAPISTS (YIDDISH, 

RUSSIAN, HEBREW AND OTHER LANGUAGES) 

111 THE PEACE OF MIND THAT COMES FROM WORKING 

WITH SHOMER SHABBOS, WARM AND CARING THERAPISTS 

AND PROFESSIONALS 

At Amerikids, our early intervention programs are more than 

just among the best available in the state, they're also free. 

That means you get the level of professionalism - and 

performance that only one of the state's top healthcare 

providers can deliver, and you get it with no out of pocket 

costtoyou. 

Think about it, a program custom tailored to the unique 

needs of your child and implemented with an eye towards 

your child's future - all delivered in the comfort of your own 

home ... and all for free. And because we're part of the 

Americare Family of Companies - a company with over two 

decades of experience as a leader in healthcare services, you 

know your child is getting the absolute best care possible. 

If your child is between newborn and age three, and 

needs help with talking, walking, feeding, paying attention 

or getting along with others, you may be eligible for our free 

Early Intervention Program. 

Call us today to give your child the best of everything •.. 

today and tomorrow. 

EARLY INTERVENTION PROGRAM 

718·434-3600 ext.3510 

NYC Regional Office: 1100 Coney Island Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11230 Corp. Office: 718-256-6000 Westchester Office: 914-696-3200 www.americareny.com. 
The early intervention program is funded and regulated by the NY State Dept. of Health, and in NYC by the NYC Dept. of Mental Health, Mental Retardation and Alcoholism Services. 


