A Torah Perspective of Achieving and Living with Faith
By Rabbi David Tzvi Eliach

R

abbi David Tzvi Eliach's Hebrew classic Derech Emunah was the recipient of the Zeitlin Prize for works that
present Torah values to the secular public. This English translation of that poweriul work carries his uplifting
message to a broad and diverse audience.
In today's world that is awhirl with confusing and tragic events, more than ever we need to strengthen our belief
in the ongoing love of Hashem for the Jewish People. Eternal Emunah leads us to the firm recognition that G~d's
vigilance over each of us is real and constant - that the world is ever in His all~powerful Hands.
This is a work you will read, study, and contemplate again and again. Its lessons of Eternal Emunah will grow
with you, pointing the way to new vistas of renewed and ever stronger faith.

by
By Rabbi Yec:hiei Spero
When you want to take a break from your busy, pressing day, take a five-minute vacation with this gem of
a book.
Nearly 100 brief stories - uplifting, soothing, and edifying - will restore your tranquility while they feed your soul.
Stories about people who did the "right thing" at the right time, despite daunting obstacles, reveal the power
of our G-d-given human spirit and give us hope. Masterfully told with sensitivity, and sometimes even a bit of
humor, these narratives were carefully chosen for their poignant and inspiring qualities.
So relax - and treat yourself to a few refreshing moments with a wise and witty storyteller.
The story you read may make you smile - or make you hed a tear - but you are sure to return to your hectic
tasks with a calm, new perspective.

The laws of the Four Species
Selecting Arba Minim, the Four Species, can be a satisfying privilege or frustrating task. The difference between confidence and
confusion lies in how well prepared you are to judge between kosher
and pasul, and if you can discern a true mehudar.
This handbook will teach you how to make these important
decisions.
The laws are presented clearly and succintly, and sources are
cited. Color photographs and simple diagrams illustrate the material.
Supplemental chapters expand on the laws pertaining to the
Arba Minim and provide enlightening Divrei Torah about Succos.

----------~-------A Sparkling Treasury of
Jewish Anecdotes and Advice
by Shmuel Himelstein

A

dd spice to your conversations and speeches with these brief anecdotes about
~amous Jewish leaders. Perfect for relaxed reading, Wisdom & Wit is a sparkling
collection of stories about every area of Jewish life.
Covering more than 30 topics - such as Love of Jews, Honesty, Anger, Eretz
Yisrael, Wealth, and Humor- it is a treasure trove of material for public speakers and
educators. It is divided into categories, making it easy to put your finger on just the
right anecdote for the occasion.
Entertaining, uplifting and instructive, this is one little gem you'll read again
and again.
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he August 19 suicide bombing on
a number 2 bus taking worshippers from the Kosel to the chareidi neighborhoods of Jerusalem was perhaps the most shattering blow ever to
strike the chareidi co1nmunity in Eretz
Yisroel. Every subgroup within the community was hit - Chassidic and
Lithuanian, Ashkenazi and Sephardi,
frum from birth and ba'alei teshuva, visitors from abroad and native Israelis
were numbered among the 23 killed and
more than a hundred injured.
Few in the chareidi community of
Eretz Yisroel were not somehow connected to someone on the bus. The night
of the blast, before the names of the victims were known, a friend remarked that
he was afraid to go to shul the next
morning for fear of hearing the names
of people he knew.
Most every chareidi family in
Jerusale1n uses the number 2 bus,
which wends its way through most of
the chareidi neighborhoods before ending its route at the Kosel. Many harbored
the illusion that somehow this line was
safer than others- either because of its
holy destination, or, on a more practical level, because a suicide bomber

T

Rabbi Rosenblum, who lives in Jerusale1n, is a
contributing editor to The Jewish Observer. He

is also director of the Israeli division of A111 Echad,
the Agudath Israel-inspired educational outreach
effort and 1nedia resource.
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Would be SO .easily I en
traveling
on this line. A friend visiting this summer from the States told me that his
family refused to take any buses, except
the number 2 bus from the Kosel.
As the individual stories of those so
cruelly murdered began to emerge, the
pain only deepened. The entire community could identify with the reasons
that had brought them to the Kosel: one
woman, in her eighth month of pregnancy, to daven for a healthy baby;
another to daven that her son beginning
yeshiva that day should have a successful z'man. Many of the victims were regulars at the Kosel.

MEDIA WINDOW INTO AWAY OF LIFE
he Jerusalem bus bombing was
the chareidi community's Dolphinarium. Just as the Dolphinariu1n suicide bombing transformed
the Russian immigrants in the eyes of
Israeli society fro1n an anonymous
mass into individuals with life stories,
so the "chareidi blast" transformed the
chareidi community from an ominous
sea of black into human beings.
Predictably, the chareidi media was
filled with biographies of the victims.
Less predictably, the same stories of
righteous men and women appeared in
the secular press, without a trace of the
cynicism that would normally accompany such articles. Secular Israelis
gained a glimpse into the private lives

T

of chareidim. They "met" for the first
time people like Goldie Taubenfeld, a 43year-old mother of 13 from New
Square. Just before her murder, 1hubenfeld offered to donate a kidney to a complete stranger. She raised her sister-inlaw's orphaned children as her own, and
regularly offered hot meals and a place
to sleep to mentally ill people who had
no place else to go.
Mrs. Nava Zagari went to the Kosel on
the day that the first of the drastic cuts
in child allowances was to go into effect
to daven that she should nevertheless
merit a seventh child. Instead, her sixth,
a baby boy less than a year old, was killed
as he slept in her arms. Another victim,
Mrs. Lilach Kardi, lost both of her parents by the time she was 16, and was left
to raise her eight-year-old brother by herself. In her eighth month of pregnancy,
she had gone to the Kosel prior to the
anticipated birth of her second child.
All these stories and more the Israeli
public devoured. The Jerusalem Post
printed the tender remembrance by a
modern Orthodox woman from Efrat of
the Mattersdorf mikveh lady, Mrs. Rochel
Weitz, who after being widowed in her
thirties raised eight children to adulthood.
Israel radio and TV rushed to interview the usual chareidi talking heads,
this author included, on the community's reaction. But far more powerful and
eloquent were the simple, unrehearsed
conversations with the friends and relatives of those killed and with the surThe Jewish Observer, October 2003
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vivors then1selves.
Bracha Toporowitch, whose threeyear-old granddaughter was burned
beyond recognition while asleep in her
n1other's arn1s) was asked whether she
felt any anger towards the suicide
bomber. She appeared surprised by the
question. Who had time to think about
him at al/:! she wondered. "What is the
message for us? What do we need to
change to becon1e a better person? How
do we reach out to people? How do we
connect more closely to G-d?" These
were the only questions, she insisted.
These conversations served to dis-

pel one of the most enduring antichareidi stereotypes of Israeli life - that
of chareidim as hypocrites. No play has
been so frequently translated into
Hebrew and placed in an Israeli context as Moliere's Tartuffe, or the Hypocrite. Tartuffe is one of the standard
metaphors for chareidi Jews in Israel.
As Professor Dan Urian of the Tel Aviv
University theatre department puts it,
"All those dark clothes are just a costume hiding the real person underneath, who is a hypocrite, self-aggrandizing, holier-than-thou fanatic. That
is how Moliere sees Tartuffe, and that
is how many Israelis see the ultraOrthodox."
Now, at least, the depth and sincerity of chareidi belief could no longer be
questioned.
The chareidi con1n1unity received not
only the sympathy of the nation but
The Jewish Observer, October 2003

unprecedented admiration for the way
it responded to a tragedy of such scope.
Reporters could not get over the fuct that
at more than twenty funerals there were
no calls for "Revenge" or "Death to the
Arabs:' Yediot Aharonot described how
anxious relatives of those who might
have been on the bus organized themselves into minyanint and recited
Tehillim as they waited patiently for
many hours at the Abu Kabir National
Forensic Institute.

Chemi Shalev wrote in Maariv of
how "the restrained response of the

chareidi public inspired general admi-

es, terror and calamities is a strength

that we, with all our learning, do not
know. We disparage them, but they
pity us.

EMERGING FROM
"AN ANTI-CHAREIDI BUBBLE"
n the wake of a new positive attitude
toward the chareidi community,
many wrote to repent of their former anti-chareidi attitudes. A doctor

I

fron1 Ramat c;an \vrote to Nlaariv

describing his emergence for the first
time from "an anti-chareidi bubble, in

ration and considerable envy an1ong the

\Vhich everything was so clear and pre-

large secular majority." And Hayuta
Deutsch wondered in Yediot, "Why
don't we do this?" while observing that
"there is something to be learned from
the haredi humility."

dictable, and that provided easy answers
to virtually every problem facing the

Most poignant was novelist Yoram
Kaniuk's tribute in Ha'Aretz (which

deserves to be read in full):
The chareidim do not believe
that calamities occur at random.

G-d runs the world and He knows
what He is doing. His knowledge is
not the same as human knowledge,
and a believer submits himself to

G-d and lives within the Torah.
Whenlsawhowtheystoadandprayed
over their own blood, with temble grief and
restrained horror, begging G-d to furgive
them, I could only be envious that my forefathers were like them ....
[T]heir strength to withstand curs-

country- social, econon1ic, securityanswers dripping with hatred and alien-

ation [from chareidim]."
Radio host Shelly Yechimovitz, one
of the four or five broadcast journalists
who determines the daily media agenda in Israel, penned a veritable "!'Accuse" entitled "The New Anti-Semites."
She began:
The day will come when historians
will investigate a fascinating phenomenon: How in the State of Israel,

which was the gathering place for the
remnants saved from anti-Semitic
persecution and mass killings, how in
the State of Israel, which is perceived
by the majority of its Jewish citizens
as a "Jewish state," how specifically in

this place of refuge, a new type of anti7

Semitism has arisen. The victims of
this anti-Semitism are chareidi Jews.
The perpetrators are secular Jews ....
The arsenal of phrases and cartoons
employed against them could have
been copied straight from Der Sturmer,
and are enough to turn the stomach.
But the secular Israeli response went
far beyond a willingness to acknowledge
the sincerity of chareidi belief. There was
a renewed interest in the content of that
belief as well. If secular Israelis were not
yet prepared to make the faith of chareidim their own, many wished they could
and were prepared to learn more.
Anat Davidoff, for instance, devoted
15 minutes of her midday radio show
to a discussion of how a believing Jew
wrestles with tragedy with chareidi
publicist Dudi Zilbershlag. Davidoff's
questions could be read as challenges in
the form of "How could anyone continue to believe in a benevolent G-d in
the face of the deaths of so many infants
and children without sin?" But her insistent, probing tone could also be understood as reflecting a certain personal
urgency and the hope that she might
find the answer to her question.
Jerusalem's only lfcensed BUYER'S BROKER
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In any event, she turned over the
microphone to Zilbershlag, who has lost
two children to disease. He not only
described the general chareidi approach
to issues of theodicy, but talked powerfully of the questions his surviving children had asked and how he answered
them. The show elicited hundreds of
responses fron1 secular Israelis profoundly moved by his words.

PART OF A HISTORICAL CONTINUUM
ecular Israelis saw chareidi faith as
the source oflevel of strength that
they lack and feel desperately in
need of. Along with the lives claimed and
families destroyed, the August 19 bus
bombing killed whatever hopes still
remained for the so-called Roadmap.
Israelis once again found themselves
staring another fifty years of warfare in
the face. Israeli politicians no longer even
offer the pretense of knowing the way
out. No political nostrums -"If only vve
had done this"; "If only we would do
that" - were heard after the bus blast.
In this situation, many Israelis would
like to tap into the stoic faith of the
chareidim, which allows them to continue forward no n1atter what the
adversity. One of the sources of that
strength is the acute historical consciousness with which chareidim live.
Churban, the Chelminicki Massacres, the

S

The Cotnmunitv Center for Bucharim·Geula
under the di1:ei:tion of Rabbi ·vaakov Fertig,
and with the haskama of Rav Elyashiv,

Mourns the loss of the holy tnt'mbers of our c01nmunity who were murdered in the Kosel bus bombing.
Avraham Bar~On
Faig.a Dushinsky
Lieba Schwarz

Binyomin Hcrgnrnn
Lilach Kan.Ii
Sh1nuel Zargari

HaRav Yaakov Binder
.1\1enachem Leibel

Local families from the poverty stricken Ycrushalayirn neighborhood ofHuchari1n arc suffering
trc1ncndot1sly. Mothers and fathers were taken, leaving orphans. I lusbands and wives lost spouses.
Pnrcnt'i !o.'itchildrcn, one as young as l l months.
In one family, the 1nn1hcr was finally released from the lwspital but remains bedridden. Jn
addition to mourning the loss of one ofher children who was killed in the bombing, she must care for
her 5 children who were witnesses to the deaths and horrl)J" on the bus. Several of them suffered fro111
medical problems prior to the bombing, and their problems were worsened by the bmnhing. Anoiher
re1nains hospitalized \Vith wounds from the bombing itself. The family lives in a tiny, crmnped
apartment with tremendous financial strain, and now have medical bill~ to pay and physical ;md
emotional wounds \()repair.
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Holocaust are still alive for us. As a consequence, we knov.1 that however bad
things may look today, the Jewish people have faced worse and survived.
Part of fhe reason that questions raised
by the suffering of great tzaddikim and
children without sin do not threaten
chareidi faith is that we have lived with
them so long. Those same questions are
an inescapable part of all the aforementioned tragedies of Jewish history.
Indeed, Moshe Rabbeinu himself asked
the question of fhe "suffering of the righteous and the peace of evi1-doers," and
Hashen1 denied even hin1 the answer.
And yet, as Dudi Zilbershlag pointed to Anal Davidoff, in one of the most
widely quoted segments of the interview,
the chareidi acknowledgment of the limits of human knowledge is the very
source of their detertnination and ability to continue in the face of tragedy.
Indeed, over the generations, we have
integrated our faith sot>. deeply that, even
as we suffer, we do not waver.
Western man has grown intoxicated
with the expansion of scientific knowledge. He lives with the illusion that soon
all will be understood and subject to his
control. In the face of cataclysmic events
totally beyond his control, he is left suddenly rudderless and afraid, with no
means of coping with the tragedy. Raised
\Vith an acute awareness of the inherently
limited understanding available to finite
Man of an infinite Creator, chareidi1n are
spared that particular terror.
Secular Israelis were not put off by
the chareidi insistence on the limits of
human knowledge. Quite the contrary:
the only negative reactions in the media
in the week after the bombing came
when a few rabbis seemed to profess too
great a knowledge of Hashem's ways by
assigning specific reasons to the tragedy.
In this, the sensitivities of secular
public may have been on target. Absent
prophecy, the Chazon Ish said, we lack
the ability to explain the specific reasons
for the tragedies that strike the co1111nunity as a whole. At most, we can
understand the general rules of Divine
Providence, writes the Ramchal, but not
their application to specific cases.
Saying that we cannot fully underThe Jewish Observer, October 2003

stand events, however, does not nlean
that they are, chas veshalom, random.
Indeed, when they strike so close to
home, it would be nothing less than a
denial of Hashem to think or act as if
nothing were demanded of us. That
determination to extract purpose from
the horror of the bus bombing was, in
fact, part of what awed secular Israelis
about the chareidi response.
Secular Jews grasped the distinction
between exhortations of individual and
communal improvement and attempts
to pinpoint the precise cause of the
tragedy. And they were impressed by,
even envious of, the chareidi determination to salvage something positive
from even the darkest events, and not
succumb to despair.

OUR LESSONS FROM THEIR RESPONSE
he response of secular Israel to the
"chareidi bus bombing" does not
mean that long-entrenched attitudes towards the chareidi public have
been reversed overnight. They have
not. But in that response, a glimmer of
hope can be discerned. It is incumbent
upon us to extract the lessons from that
brief moment during which the barriers cutting off the Torah community
from secular Israelis were lowered. Most
important, the secular response gives lie
to the common attitude that the stance
of secular Jews towards chareidim and
Torah are immutable - that they hate us
because they must hate us. (Tens of thousands of ba'alei teshuva should long ago
have conclusively refuted this attitude,
and the hostility to efforts to change secular perceptions that derives from it.)
When secular Israelis have a chance
to actually meet the real people who
comprise the chareidi community - as
opposed to those they see on TV - they
are often impressed. Which brings us to
the second lesson: the high, albeit
unavoidable, price paid for the intertwined relationship of religion and politics in Israel. After all, we are part of the
body politic, and without involvement
in the political process, we would be
denied many entitlements. As a result,
attempts to discuss Torah with secular

T
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Israelis are too frequently met with an
insistence on prior discussion of a host
of political issues involving the chareidi community. Too often, those discussions never proceed past the first stage.
Far more than they hate chareidim
or are uninterested in Torah, secular
Israelis fear and resent chareidi political power. Shachar Ilan, Israel's most
carping critic of the chareidi community, was not completely wrong when he
suggested that the great openness to the
chareidi community expressed after
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the bus bombing was partly a function
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After August 19, chareidim were not
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Avrohom Birnbaum

CLOUDS OVER THE LANDSCAPE
y all accounts, the situation facing the Am Hashochen b'Tzion,
our brethren living in Eretz Yisroel, is far from optimistic. The human
tragedy to which Kial Yisroel has been
exposed over the past two years, the families that have been destroyed, the psychological pain that has been inflicted,
is beyond contemplation. Torah
Judaism has suffered damage on the
political and econo1nic fronts in ways
that have become increasingly more

B

acute over the past several months.

Disparate budget cuts that have
recently been implemented push many
Orthodox families well below the poverty level, and make it almost impossible
for mosdos haTorah to stay fiscally
afloat. In addition, by normal course of
events, every Israeli secular Jew should
despise the Jewish religion and everything to do with Torah. From the cradle, they are inculcated with an extremely negative, stereotypical picture of the
religious community. It would therefore
only be natural for the religious and
their lifestyle to be complete anathema
to any sane, secular Israeli.
The picture is grim, indeed, and by
no means should it be minimized. Nevertheless, anybody venturing into the
heart of Eretz Yisroel cannot help but see
the many radiant silver linings, which
may very well relegate the dark clouds
Rabbi Birnbaum, an educator in Lakewood, NJ,
and a regular columnist for Hanwdia, is a frequent contributor to these pages.
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of foreboding to the background. Inexplicably, a tidal wave of secular Israelis
are returning to their religion by the
thousands. just speak to the bnei Torah
who are Lev L'Achim outreach volunteers, the educators who work in the
Shuvu Network of Schools, the many
people associated with the Keren Nesivos
Moshe Network of Schools, the Shas
Network, Chesed r Avraham, Shaarei
Tzion or the many other effective organizations that are involved in bringing
Torah to the secular public. Their stories
defy logic. They are the amazing stories
of the Jewish neshama overcoming
adversity in order to cling to Hashem.

HEAVENLY GUESTS
erhaps the words of the renowned
Rebbetzin B. Kanievsky, wife of
Rabbi Chaim Kanievsky
w"""'1 and daughter of Rabbi
Yosef Shalom Elyashiv ~"""'1,
sum it up most succinctly.
Anybody familiar with the
Bnei Brak apartment of
Rabbi
Chaim
Kanievsky, packed
with men waiting to

P

receive advice and

beracha from the
venerated sage, has
seen the outer
room
packed
with an equivaOne picture tells it
all: A still secular
father walking
his son to Yeshiva

lent number of women, waiting to speak
with the Rebbetzin. With wisdom,
empathy and the sheer power of her
tefillos, the Rebbetzin dispenses sage
advice and berachos, and yes, even cries
with the many women who seek her
counsel daily. Although chareidi women
represent the majority, women from all
walks of life, including many national
religious and even
non-religious
women, come and

sit for hours in her
sparsely furnished
anteroom

Rechov
Rashbam,
waiting
to speak
with
her.

on

On the opposite side of Rechov
Rashbam lives a woman named Mrs.
Batya Bink. In addition to being the wife
of a Rosh Kolle! and mother of a large
family, Mrs. Bink is also one of Lev
L'Achim's most successful, devoted outreach volunteers. Whenever her neighbor, the Rebbetzin, discerns the pintele
Yid waiting to be ignited in the eyes or
words of a non-religious woman or
group of non-religious students, she
goes over to the open window and calls
out in her distinctive Yerushalmi Yiddish,
"Batya'le, se iz doh orchim. (Batya, there
are guests here.)" Batya, whose kitchen
window faces the Kanievsky's home,
drops everything to go down and meet
the women as they exit and introduces
them to Yiddishkeit. Scores of Jewish

women and girls have come closer to
Yiddishkeit through the caring and
empathetic "teamwork" of Rebbetzin
Kanievsky and Batya Bink.
In truth, the Rebbetzin's words could
not be more appropriate. "Se iz doh
orchim," there are so many guests out
there waiting for us, waiting for people
who really care, to reach out to them.
These "guests," these secular Jews,
despite all odds, are seeking to return to
a Torah way of life.
Although we cannot begin to comprehend the exalted Master plan that the
Ribbono Shel Olam has designed, one
thing is clear. The veritable earthquake
that is taking place in Bretz Yisroe~ producing a mixture of seeming contradictions in an almost surreal battle
between kodesh and chol - the sacred
and the profane - between the emmes
(trufh) ofYaakov and the shekker (falsehood) of Eisav, between Yitzchak and
Yishmael, completely defies nature.
Indeed, it is a battle and a battlefield.
And it is taking place, as Rabbi Pam predicted in the last months of his life, not
in the West Bank, Gaza, or anywhere
else, but in the classrooms.

IT HAPPENED IN RECHASIM
he nisyonos, the spiritual tests that
the average secular Israelis must
overcome, the painful decisions
they must make on their path back to

T
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Torah, should humble the average frumfrom-birth Jew and make him swell with
pride at the amazing resilience of the
Jewish neshama that seems to scream
"Netzach Yisroel lo yishaker."
Reb Aharon B., one of the Lev
L'Achim representatives in the North,
related:
On one of my many trips to the Or
Chadash School in Rechasim, near Haifa,
I noticed a woman dressed in an army officer's uniform pacing the halls of the school,
peering anxiously into the classrooms and
apparently trying to hear what was going
on inside. Walking over to her, I asked if I
could be of any assistance.
"No, no," she answered, "I just want to
listen."
(Reb Aharon, a seasoned outreach professional who has seen enough in his kiruv
career to write several books of his own, left
the women to her own devices for several
minutes before approaching her again.) "Tell
me the truth," I gently prodded, "I see that
you are grappling with an inner conflict. I
would like to help you."
Finally, the woman dropped the fa>ade
of the confident army officer and explained.
"I come from the village of Yokna (an
upscale community near Rechasim) and am
seeking a school for my daughter."
"VVhy would you come here?" I inquired.
"Well," the woman responded, "in my
neighborhood, there is a secular family similar to ours that recently began sending their
children to this school. What can I say? I see
that their children now behave differently.
They respect their elders and are not violent and selfish. I have one older son whom
I have already lost to drugs. I do not even
know where he is anymore. I want something better for my daughter than the state
school system has to offer."
The woman, who was non-religious, was
very nervous that the school would force its
beliefs on her. I reassured her, however, that
there is no coercion in the school. "On the
contrary," I explained, "we teach by example, not by force." Soon after this conversation, the woman enrolled her daughter.
(Reb Aharon continued: In many of the
schools where we enroll children, the
administration periodically arranges
evenings when the parents are invited to
come participate in a lecture or a party, or

other similar function. These evenings offer
the school's faculty the opportunity to educate the parents so that they can grow
together with their children. A few months
after the above incident, the school organized a Chanuka gathering for the parent
body. At one point, a woman with a tichel
completely covering her hair came over to
me, "Harav B., Shalom, Shalom." Not
knowing who she was, I looked at her
blankly and responded, "Shalom."
"You don't recognize me," she said, "I am
the army officer, and this," pointing to a
sweet girl standing at her side, "is nzy daughter."
VVhile I was walking around in that same
school, I noticed a small, studious-looking
child standing in a corner of the yard during recess. Mlhile all the other children were
romping in the playground, he was studying from a Mishnayos. I asked Rabbi Yehuda Tenami, who runs the school, about the
boy.
"You might not believe this," Reb Yehuda said, "but just last year, his entire family knew nothing about Yiddishkeit. After
one of our people started visiting, the family began to come closer and closer to Yiddishkeit. The ultimate watershed in their
lives came when they enrolled their son in
our school this year. The father, seeing his
son's newfound intense love for learning,
decided that he must also begin to learn. He
is a simple laborer who leaves for work each
day at 5 am and does not return until 6 pm,
which made it difficult for him to fit learning into his schedule. Nevertheless, he
manages. Upon his return home each
night, he eats a quick supper, and then goes
to a local kollel where he learns with
chavrusos until 10 pm, when he almost collapses from exhaustion. Is it any wonder that
his son has already completed several
mesechtos ofMishnayos and wants nothing more than to use his recess to review
Mishnayos?"
The story behind the opening of
another school, the school in Rechasim,
is a clear example of the perfectly synchronized cooperation between the
numerous kiruv organizations and the
individual functions which they serve.
When P'eylim!Lev L' Achim in the
Rechasim area realized that many parents were interested in a Torani school,
II

The following is a brief summary of the activities of the
most established organizations and school networks in Israel
mentioned in the adjoining article.

I. SCHOOL NElWORKS
Chinuch Atzmai: Schools, chadorim and Bais Yaakovs,
primarily for chareidi children, but in many areas of the country also for kiruv children. Chinuch Atzmai presided over
the founding of many schools and their development. It serves
as the basic government funding framework for the Shuvu,
Nesivos Moshe and Shaarei Zion networks.
In the 1980's, when government funding reached its highest levels, Chinuch Atzmai focused on being the representative of religious schools (including the chareidi yeshivas
and Ba is Yaakov schools of those communities who accept
government funding), ensuring that when the education
pie was portioned out, Torah schools would get their share.
Chinuch Atzmai was also involved in funding new schools
with enrollments too small to qualify for government backing, sponsoring sha'os nosafos (extended hours of religious
instruction) in most schools, as well as transportation for
students living at a distance from Torah schools. The needs
of development towns and other locations without a Torah
school, and recruitment among various immigrant populations
was also assumed by Chinuch Atzmai, but there was more
yet to be done in this field.
In the 1990's, Shuvu and Nesivos Moshe school networks
were established for founding of completely new Torah schools
in areas far from the Chareidi population centers, which calls
for raising seed money- not forthcoming from the government.
Shuvu: Kindergartens, elementary schools and several high schools for Russian immigrant boys and girls.
The wave of immigration from the former Soviet Union
brought with it a tremendous challenge. Rabbi Pam ':>'·llT
was convinced that only an independent entity- Torah schools
specially geared for the Russian population - would provide the undiluted focus necessary to save the Russian Jewish children from getting lost in the sea of secularism.
Nesivos Moshe: Kindergartens and elementary schools
for kiruv children. Performs the kiruvfunctions that Chinuch Atzmai effectively addressed at the outset, and still does
to a degree.
In some cases, like the Keren Nesivos Moshe schools,
rnoney is provided just to get a school started. The Keren
does not maintain an independent educational staff but after
underwriting the cost of creating the new schools, Chinuch

they began an ambitious building project. Although the school is independently run, its seed n1oney came from
Keren Nesivos Moshe with money for
day-to-day school expenses funneled
through Chinuch Atzmai. Amazingly,
the building was built in a matter of
months. On the first day of school, due
to the energetic efforts of P'eylim, 180
boys showed up. At that point, most of
them were not even wearing kippos.
After kippos were distributed, Reb
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Atzmai steps in to supply a principal and teachers. As soon
as the school reaches the point of eligibility for government
funding, Chinuch Atzmai assumes the role of financial administration as well, completely absorbing the Keren schools
to allow the Keren to direct its resources toward developing other new schools. Unfortunately, cuts in Israeli government
funding have forced the Keren to continue to shoulder the
burden of their schools, even though many have experienced
phenomenal growth and are way beyond the point of being
considered j'new schools."
In other instances, small independent networks, consisting
of but a few schools, were started to service particular areas.
Both the acquisition of seed money and the educational burden were borne by them. These groups ultimately received
government funding through the conduit of Chinuch Atzmai when they grew to eligibility, but maintained their independent names.
The largest of these is Shaarei Zion, which has kindergartens and elementary schools for Bucharian boys and girls.
Ma'ayan Hachinuch Hatorani-Shas, for Sephardic children, is parallel to Chinuch Atzmai.
The arrival of Sh as on the political scene facilitated the establishment of the Ma'ayan HaChinuch network. As a unifying
force for the Sephardic community, Shas absorbed many of
the aforementioned independent groups, and many new schools
were opened. The Shas schools deal directly with the government
and are not connected to Chinuch Atzmai in any way.

II. P'EYLIM I LEV l:ACHIM OUTREACH
Rishum - Over the past six years placed tens of thousands of children who would otherwise have attended mam/achti (public) schools and mamlachti-dati (religious public)
schools in over 700 Torah schools and kindergartens of all
types, leading their families to teshuva.
"Door-To-Door• - Almost three thousand Kolle! fellows and Kolle! wives learn one evening each week with
non-observant Israelis in their homes. Extensive follow-up
with these families is assumed by the other relevant divisions of Lev L'Achim.
Midrashot - Originally established as night Kollelim
in more than thirty cities, the presence and availability of
devoted mentors on a constant basis has developed into
"Project Avreichim. •
Midrashot Shalhevet-Centers in thirty cities for teenage
and post-high school girls from secular homes. Close to two
thousand young women are on their way back to Judaism.

Aharon B. proceeded to lead the children
in the recitation of Shema. The tough
Rabbi B., the head of operations in the
North, could not contain his en1otion,

and simply broke down in tears after the
words" Shema Yisroel." He could not finish the passuk (passage), and neither
could the kids, because they didn't even
know the first passuk of Shema.
Today, just several months later, they
are learning Mishnayos.
Indeed, Reb Aharon recalls how a

number of months ago, he had the merit
to take Rabbi Shmuel Kamenetsky,
N·V":>\!I, Rosh Yeshiva of the Philadelphia
Yeshiva, on a trip to the northern
region. As soon as they pulled up to that
very school in Rechasim, the Rosh
Yeshiva jumped out of the car and
bounded up the steps. When he caught
up with the Rosh Yeshiva, the huffing
and puffing Reb Aharon respectfully
asked the Rosh Yeshiva why he was rushing so. Rabbi Kamenetsky replied,"! just
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can't wait to see another beautiful Yiddishe kindt, another beautiful Jewish

child!"
This is the attitude of our gedolim
when they observe the miraculous
accomplishments of the kiruv organizations as they facilitate the return to
Hashem of hundreds of children.

HEAVENLY TRANSPORTATION

Torah schools, is through personal,
ongoing relationships with the entire
family. In cities such as Haifa, many of
the families most receptive to Jewish values live in outlying suburbs and settle-

vant communities who see then1 in
action.

ments, and are therefore not easily acces-

hat is it that propels these
wonderful avreichim (young
married scholars)
and

sible. Reb Yaakov's problem was that he
did not possess a car, nor the funds to

buy one, and was therefore unable to go
meet with the children and their parents.
He called Rabbi Eliezer Sorotzkin, the

erhaps one of the most an1azing
things about the kiruv movement in Bretz Yisroel is the

national director of Lev L'Achim, who
agonizes over these types of decisions

absolute dedication of its unsung
heroes. Whether they are volunteers or
they work for a minimal stipend, the
drive and initiative that they bring to the
field staggers the imagination. Rabbi

sensitive a way as possible, that the

P

daily. Rabbi Sorotzkin explained in as
organization simply could not afford to
buy cars for its activists. Yaakov, how-

ever, was undeterred. He ran to Reb
Aharon B., practically crying, "What

Nachum Gutterman, one of the most
successful outreach coordinators in the

Tzefas area, enrolled dozens of children
from outlying moshavim (agricultural
settlements) in a Torani school in Tzefas. Early every morning, the buses
would come to pick up the children
from their moshavim and bring them to
school. With the recent government
budget cuts, however, the government
no longer pays for long-distance
bussing. No amount of intervention,
even by Knesset members, was success-

ful in rescinding the decree. In this case,
the results could have been disastrous.
Without public bussing, nor the means
to afford private transportation, the children would be forced to return to the
secular, state-run schools. That did not
deter Rabbi Gutterman. Early every
morning, he makes the 40-minute trip
to the outlying moshavim in his old

jalopy van that runs more on miracles
than on anything else, to personally pick
up the children and bring them to
school. He is not paid for his time, nor
even reimbursed for his gas.

Then there is Yaakov P. of Haifa, who
recently founded a Torani school there.
Setting up the school is one step,
enrolling children is another. Throughout its years of experience, Lev L' Achim
has con1e to recognize that the only \vay
to ensure a family's uniforn1 spiritual

growth and the ultimate success of the
education of their children enrolled in
The Jewish Observer,. October 2003

should I do? I could reach so many more
people if! had transportation to them."
Reb Aharon replied, "I will make a
deal with you. I will supply 3,000 shekel
from my own personal funds and you
supply 3,000 shekel of your own. With
6,000 shekel, you should be able to buy
an old, used car."

Reb Yaakov, who spends his mornings learning in kollel and did not possess 3,000 shekel, promptly ran to a
gemach (free loan fund), where he borrowed 3,000 shekel. Problem solved. He
was in business.

These people truly are the backbone
and heroes of the kiruv revolution. They
serve as the greatest role models and
inspiration to the children, their parents
and the members of the Torah-obser-

HEAVENLY DRAMA

W

women who work on the front lines to

dedicate themselves so selflessly? Perhaps
it is stories like the following that
encourage them to forge ahead despite
all hardships:
A young man who works in the Tzefas area had enrolled the children ofacertain family in a Torah school. As is often
the case, a short time later, five completely
irreligious parents of neighboring children
approached the young man and said, "We
want our children to behave like those of
our neighbor."
Several 1nonths later, there was a
"drama evening" in the school. The girls
put on a perforn1ance and1 of course, the
parents were invited. "I came to the
school/' relates the avreich, "and there
were five new mothers whonz I didn't
immediately recognize. They were dressed
modestly and their hair was completely
covered. Several minutes later, I realized
that it was those very same parents. I had
the temerity to ask them what had
prompted such a dramatic change, a
change that totally overturned their
social lives, their relationships with longtime friends and neighbors. One mother
told me, 'It was my nine-year-old daughter. She kept begging me, crying, 'I want
you to dress yafeh, nice, just like my
Morah!"'
"Another mother said something that
moved me to tears ofjoy. She said, 'I was
wondering how I could possibly pay you
back for changing our lives, for bringing
light and meaning to our home, and giving us such nachat from our children. We
are not rich, and cannot afford much more
than a token donation to your organization. After thinking it over, I realized that
although I cannot pay you with kessef,
money, I can certainly pay you with
hakarat hatov, by showing my appreciation. I realized that the most profound
expression of my heartfelt appreciation
and thanks would be by putting on a head
73
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in town, who was instrumental in
enrolling many of the attendees, got a
telephone call. It was the head of a local
public school telling him that due to the
dearth of enrollment, his school would
not be opening for the coming school
year and the furniture was available for
the new school. After writing down the
school's address, Rabbi Nordman gathered together some other yungeleit and
spent the entire Friday afternoon trans-

American-born Rabbi Menachem Gold, Lev L 'Achim's enrollment officer in Afu/a, maintains his close relationship ~
with the children he has registered to the Keren Nesivos Moshe school, through constant fo/i'ow up. ,

covering so that I could be just like you!"'

HEAVENLY INTERVENTION
he story of the founding of the
Keren Nesivos Moshe School in
Chadera is a microcosm of the
special siyata diShmaya showered on
those who work in this field. The fascinating story also attests to the seamless

T

cooperation and collaboration between

organizations like Lev I.:Achim that create the groundswell of interest amongst
the parents, and Keren Nesivos Moshe,
which runs and administers the school.
When the Lev I.:Achim people working in the Chadera area realized that
there was some degree of interest intraditional Jewish chinuch among the local
populace, they immediately began
scouting the neighborhood for a suitable facility. One person noticed a
dilapidated, run-down building, to
which nobody would give a second
thought. To him, however, the building
seemed perfect for a potential school, a
place that could revolutionize the lives
of untold nu1nbers. After some research,
it was discovered that the building
belonged to the city government, and
had once been a museum showcasing

the history of the agricultural settlement
of Chadera (originally begun by shomrei Torah u'mitzvos), which ultimately
became the city of Chadera.
Soon after the seeds for the new
14

Chadera Keren Nesivos Moshe school
were planted, the Chadera branch of Lev
I.:Achim made a chanukas habayis (dedication ceremony) for their new facility in the city. The event was attended by
Rabbi Aharon Leib Steinman
The mayor of Chadera, a totally irreligious Israeli educated by the anti-reli-

N"'"""'·

gious Shomer Hatzair, \vas also in
attendance, and afterwards could not
stop talking about the profound impression that the "great rabbi from Bnei
Brak" had made on him. He was so
impressed that, to this day, he travels on
occasion to Bnei Brak to consult with
Rabbi Steinman.
At a subsequent Bar Mitzva that both
the mayor and Rabbi Steinman attended, Rabbi Steinman broached the subject of the unused building owned by the
city that would meet the needs of the
burgeoning school. The mayor immediately began working on transferring
the building, then in a state of disrepair,
to Keren Nesivos Moshe. Not only that,
he had the building renovated and
painted, with a fence erected around the
building, all at the city's expense.As the
school year approached, the only
remaining problem was the lack of furniture. The staff of the school was left
with no choice other than to start with
folding chairs and no desks. The school
year was slated to begin on Sunday. On
the preceding Erev Shabbos, Rabbi
Bentzi Nordman, a prominent activist

porting desks and furniture to the new
school.
At the Chadera school, it is heartwarming to see the children playing in
the playground during recess and then
gather around the principal as she
brings a box full of apples to distribute.
As they take the apples in hand, they
recite a beracha, unprompted. I
approached the principal to comment
on the beauty of seeing these children
making berachoswithout being reminded. She then related an incident that had
taken place several days earlier. "A
mother came to me with a co1nplaint.
When she was in the kitchen taking
something to eat, her daughter piped up,
'It is gezzel, stealing.' The mother was
flabbergasted, 'Are you accusing me of
stealing in my own home?!' Her daughter answered in all innocence, 'But I

learned in school that all food belongs
to Hashem until you make a beracha!'
"When I heard this," the principal
continued, "I made sure to explain to the
child, and indeed to all the children, the
mitzva of kibbud av va'eim and that one
is never allowed to tell her mother that
she is stealing. I must ad1nit, however,

that I was extremely gratified to see that
the lessons taught in our school are
absorbed and internalized with such
passion."

HEAVENLY BATTLES

T

he ultimate paradox is: What can
possibly be the cause for the phenomenal success of kiruv organ-

izations despite the hatred spewed by the
Israeli government, educational system
and media? In truth, as any of the
P' eylim activists will tell you, it is
because they are not fighting their own
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war. It is not they who are causing the
revolution. It is Hashem's revolution and
they are but His soldiers.
In addition to the actual volunteers
and P'eylim, thousands of volunteer bnei
Torah and kollel wives, following the
directions of the Gedolim, have thrown
themselves into kiruv work. Whether it
is the busloads of volunteers who travel one night each week from Bnei Brak,
Yerushalayim and Kiryat Sefer to outlying moshavim, or the small, but steady
monetary donations of young families
who themselves have a difficult time
putting food on the table, these individuals uphold and support the organizations, thereby assisting those on the
actual "battlefront:' Rabbi Sorotzkin tells
an enthralling story that encapsulates
why the success of the organization is
beyond the realm of the ordinary.
I was driving rny car when the cell phone
began to ring. "Hello?" I answered.
"Rabbi Sorotzkin?" came the hesitant

voice on the line.
"Yes?"
The voice went on to explain that he was
learning in a kollel in Bnei Brak and had
an arrangement with Lev L'Achim, whereby $10.00 was transferred automatically
from his checking account each 1nonth to Lev
L'Achim. "I would like to change that now,"
he said.
After assuring him that it would not be
a problem, I asked him how he would like
it changed.
"/would like to increase my donation by
$1.00 each month."
By this time [recounts Rabbi Sorotzkin,]
"I was curious. Why would somebody take
the time and trouble to obtain my cell phone
number and call for the purpose of increasing his donation by $1.00? He answered my
query with the utmost simplicity. '}\ few
rnonths ago we were blessed with a baby.
Both before and after the child's birth, I had
to be available to help at home during the
evening hours and was therefore not eligible for the $10.00 monthly bonus for perfect attendance at my night kolle/. Now,
however, mother and child are doing fine
and I an1 able to be on tin1e. I therefore have
one dollar more ofrnaaser money available
each month to give Lev L'Achim."
When I told this story to Rabbi Stein-

man, [related Rabbi Sorotzkin,] he broke
down and began to cry. "It's because of the
sacrifice of these avreichim," he said, "it is
that $1.00 a month and others like it that
are instrumental in ensuring the supernatural success of the kiruv performed by
Lev L'Achim. One few being moser nefesh
for another in the most pure way is
extremely beloved to Hashem."

HEAVENLY ATONEMENT
t was Erev Yom Kippur in the sparsely furnished apartment of Rabbi
Aharon Leib Steinman. The awe and
seriousness of the impending Day of
Atonement was clearly evident, practically
tangible throughout the house. The face
and frail frame of the venerated Rosh
Yeshiva seemed to shoulder the entire burden of Kial Yisroel as he sat at his table,
already dressed in white. Rabbi Eliezer
Sorotzkin walked in, wanting to ask the
Rosh Yeshiva's forgiveness for taking so
much of his time throughout the year
when seeking counsel and answers to the
myriad questions that constantly face him.
Rabbi Steinman, the fear ofdin etched on
his face, said, "Reb Leizer, with what will
I come before Hashem this Yom Kippur?
I am an old man. You know how hard it
is JOr me to learn, to daven and to serve
Hashem."
Rabbi Steinman then pulled out a
massive book that resembled a telephone
book, which had recently been presented

I

to him upon the culmination of that year's
Torah school enrollment campaign.
"This," he said "is our 'Sefer Hachayim."'
Contained within the pages of the
book, in tiny writing, were thousands of
names. Each page contained scores of
names. Names of children. Children who
had enrolled in a Torani school. Each and
every one of those children had originally been educated in the kefira of the secular Israeli school system. Each and
every one of those neshamos was now
being taught Torah. As Rabbi Steinman
flipped through the pages, his face lit up
and the sad lines on his face turned up,
forming a smile. "You need not apologize
for anything. On the contrary, I must
thank you for having the opportunity to
help in some small way. With this 'Sefer
Hachayim; with this Book of Life, I can
approach the Ribbono she/ Olam on Yorn
Kippur."
•
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implications regarding how to
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as editorial

The Future of American Jewry Revisited
t's hard to believe that almost ten
years have passed since our journey
began to capture, in the most graphic and vivid manner, the consequences
that follow from a Jewish couple's decision to embrace a 1nore or less Torahobservant lifestyle. Our now wellknown demographic chart entitled
"Will Your Grandchild Be Jewish?" 1 illustrated the profound and far-reaching
consequences for Jewish continuity that
is borne out by the choice to affiliate
with any denomination other than
Orthodox Judaism. In fact, it was in this
very publication more than six years
ago 2 that we responded to the afore-
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mentioned question as follov.rs:
"Based on current intermarriage
rates and the average number of children per family, the chances of young
contemporary Jews having Jewish
grandchildren and great-grandchildren, with the exception of the Orthodox, are increasingly remote."
With the recent release' of the
National Jewish Population Survey
(NJPS) 2000-2001, we will naturally
pose the sa1ne question. This "preview"
article was submitted on the same day"
that the North American Jewish Data
Bank first made the raw data available
to us. Nevertheless, at this juncture, we
can highlight various macro-demographic trends by comparing the NJPS
2000 with its namesake of 1990.

The "Big Two" Variables for Jewish
Continuity- Cause for Concern

the rate of intermarriage. On both
counts, the NJPS 2000 indicated
unequivocally that the majority of
A1nerican Jewry are continuing to move
off the "demographic radar screen."
Zero Population Growth ("ZPG") in
America is 2.1. In other words, in order
to simply maintain the status quo, a fan1ily needs to have at least 2. I children to
replace the current levels of mortality.
The NJPS 2000, as was the case with the
NJPS 1990, reported the average number of children born to Jewish women
to be less than the fertility number. This
figure will of course be even lower
amongst the non-Orthodox.
Accordingly, even if the intermarriage
rate were zero, the current statistics on
Jewish fertility would rapidly contribute to a declining Jewish population
in America.

"Solving" The "50% Threshold Problem"
he two central variables that
directly have a bearing on the
continuity of the Jewish people
are the average size of Jewish families and

T
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he most shocking statistic of
the NJPS 1990 was the intermarriage rate reported to be
The Jewish Observer, October 2003

52%. Apparently the fact that the
reported intermarriage rate broke
the so-called "50% threshold"
stunned even non-Orthodox Jews. As
Rabbi Avi Shafran so aptly pointed
out in his recent piece entitled Our
Most Basic Birthright, "It's little short
of tragic that a Jewish newspaper like
The Forward can editorially exult, as
it recently did, over the fact that the
American Je,vish intermarriage rate is
a mere 43%, rejoicing in the fact that
"most Jews still marry Jews.''
The NJPS 2000 apparently "solved
the 50% threshold problem" by leaving the least committed portion of
American Jewry out of the survey.
Doing so, as the official publicly
released summary of NJPS 2000
released by the UJC was at pains to
point out, retroactively reduced the
intermarriage rate of NJPS 1990 to
43%. By utilizing this "reclassification
strategy," the NJPS 2000 was able to
report that "the intern1arriage rate for
Jews who have married since 1996 is
47%," and accordingly falls short of the
50% threshold. The NJPS 2000 admits
that the intermarriage rate among a
group comparable to those in the NJPS
1990 has risen to 54%.

low rate of intermarriage on the
other. Those respondents who had a
Jewish Day School/Yeshiva education
reported a 7°/o intermarriage rate. It is
important to note, however, that we
will need to delve into the raw data in
detail to understand the UJC's definition of Jewish Day School as well as
what the UJC considered an adequate
longevity of Day School, before being
able to make any accurate extrapolations from the statistics cited by the
NJPS 2000.
Finally, the NJPS 2000 indicated a

It hurts
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It hurts

Interdenominational Comparative
- fury is still out
he NJPS 2000 report disseminated to the public did not indicate a direct correlation
between denominational affiliation
and the likelihood of becoming an
"assi1nilation statistic." Nevertheless,
the report did note that there was a
direct correlation between level of
education on the one hand, and a very

6.7% decrease among non-Orthodox
Jews. Jn contrast to this, the number
of Orthodox Jews appears to have
increased to 11.1 % 5 • We look forward
to making extensive comments after
reviewing the raw data together with
many of the professional statisticians,
demographers and sociologists with
whom we will be working. We have
already begun this process, and
be'ezras Hashem, our findings will be
the topic of an extensive research
piece, which will be submitted as soon
as possible.
•

T

1 First~p~blishedi~ 1996~----·------~--~~
2 /0, May 1997.
3

The United Jewish Communities officially
released the findings of the NJPS 2000-2001 on
September I0 1h, 2003.
4 Septe111ber 1s1n, 2003

It feels better just to talk about it. That's
why we're here. Our staff is made up of
caring and sensitive individuals. Together,
we can help you explore your options. We
can refer you to recognized professionals
for counseling, legal advice or help in
finding a safe environment. We can also

put you in touch with some very special
But in order for us to reach out to
you, you must first reach out to us.

Rabbis.

Confidential Hotline 1.888.883.2323
(Toll Free)

5

A more detailed analysis of the apparent increases amongst Orthodox Jews and the fall-out of the
decrease in other deno1ninations will be part of
the subject of a more detailed tOllow-up article
by the authors.
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718.337.3700
Do it for yourself.
Do it for your children.

(NYC Area)
Sh,1lom Task Force is a 501 lc)G) charitable orgarnzat•on

17

Chana Nestlebaum

•
A MENU ... FOR HOW TO LUNCH
magine a new family moves onto the
block. To be friendly, the next-door
neighbor invites the family for a
Shabbos lunch. Shabbos arrives, and as
the guests walk through the door, the

I

hostess gently says, "You knovv, it's customary to send a little gift along before
Shabbos when you're invited out."
A while later, one of the guests' young
children announces that he hates the
gefilte fish. It doesn't taste like
Mommy's. So the hostess helpfully
informs the guest that her child has bad
manners and should be taught how to
refuse food politely. Then she instructs
her own child not to learn from this

young visitor. "Nothing personal, you
know," she tells the guest. "We just don't
want him to pick up any bad habits."
After the n1eal, the conversation

flows in various directions. The father
of the visiting family- an avid follower oflocal politics- brings up the recent
school-board elections. The host interMrs. Nestlebaum is the editorial director for
()orah Kiruv Rechokim, Lakewood, NJ
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rupts quickly to enlighten the guest:
"This isn't really an appropriate topic for
the Slwbbos table," he softly advises.

WELCOME TO THE FAMILY
f the guests pursued this relationship
any further, it would be a remarkable testimony to the power of forgiveness. The scenario seeins unthinkable. But putting oneself in the guests'
place is instructive; it conveys the feeling that frequently rises in the heart of
a ne\vly religious person who is entering the religious world.
To its credit, the religious con1n1unity
has opened its eyes to the rolling wreckage of Jewish demographics. People are
beginning to understand that assimilation is no longer the problem; disap-

I

pearance is. There are thousands of gentile Cohens and Goldsteins out there.
Thousands of people think they are
"half-Jewish:' Thousands born of gentile mothers think they're I 00 percent
Jewish. In one town, an effort by the
'IOrah comn1unity to open a Hebrev,r
school for public school children drew

a class that \Vas at least half non-Jewish
according to halacha.
"The more Jewish the name, the less
likely the kids were to actually be Jews,"
said one person involved in the effort.
"If the father was Jewish and they had
his nan1e, chances were good that the
1nother vvas not Jewish."
Then, of course, there are the thousands ofhalachically Jewish people with

na1nes that evoke the counties of Ireland, the provinces of Italy or the deck
of the Mayflov..rer. Kiruv, as everyone

can clearly see, is now an emergency
room procedure.
Efforts are underway across the
country and around the world to stop
the hemorrhage. While much obviously re1nains to be done, the Torah
corn1nunity is beginning to understand
that it cannot just blithely watch its
brethren dro\Vn in ignorance and fade
from n1e1nory. Organizations, speakers, outreach programs, schools, \Vebsites, publications, seminars - they're
all out there, drawing Jews back to
Torah one by one.
But what happens then? What hapThe Jewish Observer, October 2003

pens after son1eone decides, "Yes, this is
what I want for my life"?
Often, he is the "guest at the table"
depicted in the opening story. His lifelong habits are suddenly wrong. His
frame of reference is different from that
of everyone else in his ne\v world. He
and his children, brought up on American popular culture, are deemed bad
influences who, "nothing personal," are
not welcomed in 111any yeshivas and
many communities.

PROTECTING THE WEALTH
hile this dynamic plays out in
a way that is often uncomfortable and sometin1es outright painful for a newly religious Jew,
it flows fro111 a source that is \vell supported throughout the Torah. Jews
have an obligation to keep themselves
apart from the culture and ways of the
gentiles.
Throughout most of the Orthodox
world, the term ''religious" is at least
partly measured by the degree to which
a person shuns the styles, entertainment
and lingo of the secular world. Most
yeshivas discourage or prohibit television, secular 1nusic and movies, which
are the bread-and-butter of secular
culture. Families do their best to keep
their children from absorbing the values that pervade American society - a
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world that holds up wealth and pleasure as the true indicators of a life well
lived.
So, what is the well-meaning observant Jew to do? If he lets secularly oriented children into his child's school, he
takes a chance on exposing the child right there within the walls of the yeshivah - to exactly the influences he is trying to exclude. Yet if he doesn't embrace
the newly religious child, he is essentially
sending the child back into the loving
arms of the public school.
To say the child can come -but he
had better not mention anything about
television or hum any Disney soundtracks - demands of the child an
exhausting level of vigilance and selfcontrol. The child will probably also
need to develop a tolerance for rejection;
he can expect that some of his new
classmates will not be allowed to come
play at his house.
Once the kiruv world is finished
applauding a person's transformation
("He cut off his ponytail and put on a
yarmulka ... He took out his nose ring
and threw out his television ... She gave
all her pants away to charity and put on
a sheitel. .."),the business of real life and
its real co1nplications begins.
And that is when unglamorous dayto-day work of kiruv begins. "You have
to be there not just for Shabbos, but for
erev Shabbos, when you're busy and
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someone needs to talk;' says a long-time
volunteer for Oorah Rechokim, Lakewood, New Jersey. "It's not just the first
day of yeshivah - it's the middle of the
school year when there's a problem with
the teacher and the parents don't know
what to do. You have to be a whole support system to people."

THE BALANCE
elcoming baalei teshuva into
the Torah community and
learning to value what they
bring to the table is as important a challenge for the observant Jewish world as
is kiruv itself. One cannot invite the
guest for lunch only to point out the
error of his ways, even if the goal is help
him correct them.
For all the baal teshuva's gaps in

W
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child brought up in a positive Torah
environment will exert influence on the
child with a weaker background, rather
than vice versa.
"There's nothing gained without
giving up something," said the Oorah
volunteer. "What are vve giving up?
Maybe we can't be as exclusive as people would like to be. But look at the gain
for Kial YisraeL You're saving people who
would otherwise be lost. And each of
these people is the root of a new generation. From one baal teshuva today,
you might have 50 grandchildren who
will all go on to start families of their
own."
Even educating the children brought
up in Torah involves some "loss." The
rebbe who spends his time preparing and
delivering a shiurfor 20-year-olds is losing time from his own higher-level
learning. Even more intellectual growth
is sacrificed by the rebbe who spends his
time teaching Alef-Beis. Yet the gain for
Kial Yisrael is unquestionable.

learning and basic Torah concepts, he
has one attribute that should stir awe
in the heart of any "[rum-from-birth"
Jew. He has the merit of being able to
say"na'aseh v'nishma" right here, right
now, in this world. He's not accepting
the Torah because he was raised with it
and cannot conceive of any other life.
He is choosing it, as did every Jew at
Sinai, committing to a way of life he
only vaguely understands. He may not
be on the educated religious Jew's
"level;' but as the Talmud points out,
he stands in a place where even a tzaddik cannot stand.
The possibility that he may negatively
influence those who are raised in a religious environn1ent is certainly a factor
that needs to be considered, but it need
not be a wall-to-wall principle that
determines the community's level of tolerance and acceptance. The fact is that
most people who are on the road
upward are trying to grow, not drag others down. They want to learn, not corrupt.
Rabbi Aaron Schechter once advised
a young man who had taken up residence in Dallas to learn in the kollel
there. The man was worried that his
child's new friendships would influence
him for the worse. Rabbi Schechter told
the father to observe the dynamics
between the children and see who was
influencing whom. Most likely, the

GOOD ADVICE
his doesn't rnean that a person
should throw all caution to the
winds. T'here are fan1ilies in
which some n1en1bers 1nay be n1ore vulnerable to outside influences. There are
people exploring Torah Judaism who, for
a variety of reasons, have the potential
to do spiritual harm. The only way to
know with certainty if an individual Jew
should be welcomed into one's school
or home is to discuss the situation with
a Rav who knows the people involved
and can make an informed judgment.
A wall-to-wall "yes" is no healthier for
Kial Yisrael than a wall-to-wall "no."

T

Holocaust • Era Assets in Former East Germany
Individuals who failed to register claims for restitution of Jewish assets in the former
East Germany by the German Government's deadlines of December 31, 1992 /June
30, 1993 may apply to the Claims Conference Goodwill Fund.
The Goodwill Fund makes payments to original owners and to certain heirs from the
recovery of the assets which the Claims Conference obtained as legal successor to
unclaimed Jewish assets.
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Applications to the Goodwill Fund will be accepted through March 31, 2004.
Application forms and details regarding eligibility are available from
www.claimscon.org or by contacting:
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Successor Organization Goodwill Fund
Sophienstrasse 26 60487 Frankfurt am Main, Germany
Telephone: 49-69-97-07-010 Fax: 49-69-97 -07-0140
A list of names of owners of assets is available at: www.claimscon.org
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he director of a kiruv program
told of one rebbe who consistently dismissed social pressure
in order to do what he felt needed to
be done for a fellow Jew. The rebbe
made a practice of taking troubled children into his home. Some were physically disabled and others had mental
deficiencies.

T
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His n1arried daughter, who was
expecting at the time, was warned by
neighbors in this very insular community not to enter her father's house. The
neighbors believed that her unborn child
might be affected by the presence of the
disabled children.
"I told my father that people were
telling me not to go inside. He said, 'Not
only will your baby not be harmed, but
I'll tell you this. In the merit of helping
these children, I'll have 300 grandchildren, and every one of them will be
healthy. There will be no deformities and
no miscarriages in our family."'
The count, including great-grandchildren, currently stands at about 250.
No miscarriages, no defor1nities.
The same rebbe owned some property, which he rented to tenants. As
fuel and electric rates rose, most
landlords in the community raised
their rents. They pressured the rebbe
to raise his rent as well, but he would
not. He knew that any additional
expense would put stress on the tenants' already tight budget, and he

determined that he could better afford
to absorb the costs.
But his community was full of wellmeaning advisers who called him
"crazy" for his self-sacrifice. "I may be
losing a little now;' the rebbe said, "but
my children and grandchildren will
never have to worry about a roof over
their heads."
And indeed, all the branches of his
sprawling family are well provided for.
A third story demonstrates how this
rebbe's attitude of taking risks on behalf
of his fellow Jew was passed down to his
children. The daughter who told the stories recalled that she had run a playgroup for a number of years. One year,
a child who was from a background that
was different from the rest of the community enrolled in her school. Other
parents began pulling their children out.
She went to her father for advice.
Should she ask the child's parents to
place him elsewhere?
"Keep him;' the father said. "And
you'll never have any more money
problems." And she didn't.

A PERSONAL GUIDE
o solidify the gains made in
kiruv, it's essential to get the
observant Jewish world thinking
about the message it sends out to those
who enthusiastically change their lives
to join its ranks. On the other side of the
equation, those in kiruv must be prepared to do what it takes to help their
fellow Jews through the snags and pitfalls they will inevitably meet.
To be sure, this comprehensive
involvement in kiruv is not something
most individuals can undertake. But
every individual can and does help to
create the climate that envelops a
returning Jew as he moves forward in his
new life. Each individual helps determine whether that climate is warm and
nurturing or cold and forbidding.
Every situation certainly has its own
variables that must be examined, but
those factors must be viewed under
proper lighting - the light of ahavas Yisroel. With the right illumination, the
right answers will always emerge. •
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A MATTER OF INTENT

mong the various details
involved in performing the mitzva of"dwelling in a succa" is one
binding condition that lends it unusual status. Succa is one of those unique
mitzvos that requires bearing in mind
specific kavanos· - specific thoughts and
intentions - in order to fulfill it properly. The passuk, "That your generations
know that I caused the Children of Israel
to dwell in succos when I took them out
of Egypt" ( Vayikra 23,43 ), links the mitzva of succa with the Jewish People's
remembering, knowing and identifying
with specific aspects of life in the desert
on their way from Egypt to Eretz Yisroel.
Rabbi Akiva and Rabbi Elazar disagree as to the reference of the passuk
(Succa ! lb ).According to Rabbi Elazar,
when sitting in the succa, we are to
remember the anannei hakavod, the
supernatural "clouds of glory" that surrounded Am Yisroel in their travels
through the wilderness, protecting them
from the elements. Rabbi Akiva, however, maintains that the passuk refers to

A
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Rabbi Shuster is a maggid shiur in Machon Lev,
Jerusalem. A frequent contributor to these

pages, his article, "The Secret of the Truah
Gedolah," appeared in the Septen1ber '02 J().
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succos 1namash," the actual huts in
which Bnei Yisroel dwelled when in the
desert.
The Aruch Hashulchan notes that
according to Rabbi Elazar's view, we can
appreciate the Torah's command to
remember the anannei hakavodthat surrounded Am Yisroel. According to Rabbi
Akiva, however, what are we to gain
from remembering that we dwelled in
huts? The Aruch Hashulchan answers
that by recalling succos mamash, we
bring to mind the lofty spiritual level
attained by Am Yisroel when they left
Egypt for the desert, a place that cannot naturally support human life, or
even allow people to dwell in conventional houses. In that environment,
Hashem provided for all their needs.
The Malbim, in his commentary on
the Chumash, asks the same question,
and provides an answer based on the
Torah's name for Succos- Chag Ha'asif,
the holiday of gathering in the harvest.
He explains that the Torah wants us to
remember the very fact that Am Yisroel
lived not in houses, but in huts ... "so
that we should not become arrogant
'This article will not discuss the applied halacha
aspects of having kavana in the tnitzva of succa;
rather, it will focus on the nature of this kavana,
as discussed in the Ge111ora.

during the harvest season when we fill
our houses with all good things, and
imagine that Olam Hazeh - this world
is our eternal home and [contains J our
ultimate purpose, the Torah commands
us to live in succos, to open our hearts
to the fact that Olam Hazeh is simply a
temporary dwelling place - an inn, as
it were, for guests."
In other words, both the Aruch
Hashulchan and the Ma/him explain that
according to Rabbi Akiva, the mitzva of
succa transn1its a powerful n1essage from
the Dor Hamidbar- the Generation of
the Desert - to our generation. By leaving our houses and dwelling in the succa,
we redefine our homes in light of the
mesiras nefesh of our ancestors who left
Egypt.
LEAVING THE MUNDANE
FOR THE SPIRITUAL
he Sefas Emes takes us a step further in understanding the succa's
message, explaining and reconciling the opinions of Rabbi Akiva and
Rabbi Elazar:
He explains that Rabbi Akiva focuses on Chazafs definition of the mitzva
of succa as a com1nandn1ent to "leave
your permanent dwelling, and live in a

T
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temporary dwelling" (Succa 2a). Thus,

plywood and bamboo, we merit the

"succos n'lamash" expresses the true

anannei hakavod, an elevated, exalted
way of life.
The Sefas Emes compares the mitzva of succa to the spiritual development
of Avraham Avinu. Only after fulfilling
the commandment of "Lech lecha,"
leaving his homeland and his father's
house, did he reach the level of"ha'aretz
asher ar'echa- the land that I will show
you;' i.e. the ability to see what cannot
naturally be seen. (The Sefas Emes

freedom that Am Yisroel acquired during the exodus from Egypt - the ability to be liberated from the prison of the
physical body and the laws of natnre,
and relate to Olam Hazeh as a temporary dwelling. This freedom is the
essence of the kanfei nesharim, the
eagles' wings on which Hashem took us
out of Mitzrayim. Through the medium
of the mitzva of succa, we liberate ourselves from a self-identity imposed by
the laws of nature. By sitting in a hut of

points out that commentaries connect
the word "succa" with the expression

Important Notice to
Holocaust Survivors
and Their Heirs
If you are a Holocaust survivor or the heir of a Holocaust victim, you may have
a legitimate unpaid Holocaust era life, education or dowry claim.
You can file a claim through a Claims Resolution Process set up by the
International Commission on Holocaust Era Insurance Claims
(ICHEIC). The Commission consists of representatives of United States
insurance regulators, five European insurance companies and their
subsidiaries, the State of Israel, worldwide Jewish and Holocaust survivor
organizations and European regulators as Observers.
ICHEIC has managed an extensive research effort to identify potential
policyholders. In total, 450,000 names have been published representing
more than 500,000 insurance policies. The list will be updated with new
names in the coming weeks. However, these lists are unlikely to include all
the names of Holocaust victims who had insurance policies during the
relevant period. People should not be discouraged from filing claims simply
because their name or the names of family members do not appear on any
published lists. Anyone who believes he or she has a valid life, education or
dowry policy is encouraged to present the claim to ICHEIC.
The opportunity exists for you to receive payment if you submit a claim before
September 30, 2003.
The Claims Resolution Process is a free service that provides individuals
with a central source for information on, investigation into, and payment of
these outstanding policies.

If you or someone you know may be eligible visit the website:

www.icheic.org
or call

1-800-957-3203
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"sacha b'ruach hakodesh" - to perceive
the world fro1n a supernatural, spiritual perspective.) vVhen a Jew separates
himself from the natural order oflife by
dwelling in a succa, he views the world
in a different, more spiritual way.
The mitzva of succa guides us along
the path of the Avos, our patriarchs.
Dwelling in the succa, we refocus our
desires and ambitions from the void of
Olam Hazeh and this-worldly pursuits
to the love of Hashem Yisbarach. Those
who follow this path deserve the assistance of the Avos, and merit the privilege of sitting with them, so to speak, in
the form of Ushpizin, the exalted guests
- Avraham, Yitzchak, Yaakov, Yosef,
Moshe, Aaron and David - who join us
in the succa on successive nights.

This elevation does not end with the
dismantling of our succa. As the Sefas
Emes explains:
The mitzva of succa provided the
blessings and enlightenment of
kedusha to man's home .... Since the

mitzva is performed through the
medium of a" dira- a dwelling place,,
- the beracha of spiritual enhancement
remains [after Succos] in the person's
dira. His home is enhanced by the
mezuza on the outside and the succa
from within.
To summarize the Sefas Emes's
understanding of succos mamash and
anannei hakavod, these represent two
stages of a process. With the mitzva of
succa, dwelling in actual huts, we separate ourselves from the conventional
Olam Hazeh-centered life and elevate
ourselves. In return, we are given the
ability to view the world in a more spiritual manner. This ultimately transforms
and elevates the environment within our
homes for the rest of the year.

WHAT IS A BAYIS?
n order to benefit from the transformation of our homes brought
about by the succa, we must focus on
the Torah's definition of bayis. The Tolna
Rebbe N""""1 ofYerushalayim notes that
the Torah's account of Yetzias Mitzrayim (the Exodus from Egypt) repeatedly refers to the concept of bayis, the
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home. The very name of the festival,
"Pesach;' derives from Hakadash Baruch
Hu's passing over the battim [plural of
bayis] of Bnei Yisroel. The Torah contrasts Hashem's striking the Egyptians
with His saving the Jewish battim.
What manner of houses does the Torah
refer to? After all, the Pesach sacrifice was
eaten with "your loins girded, your shoes
on your feet, and your staffs in your
hands." On that night, the Jews had
packed their belongings, prepared to
travel. Whatever houses they dwelled in
were nearly empty, and about to be
abandoned forever. Why should these be
spared? Perhaps one might find a clue
in the requirement that the Pesach lamb
be designated as "seh l'veis avas seh
laboyis- a lamb for each father's house,
a lamb for the household" (Shemos
12,3). Moreover, the Talmud records that
Rabbi Yossi never referred to his wife as
"ishti - my wife;' but as beisi - my
house." The Chizkuni (Shemos 1,20)
explains that battim, or bayis, refers to
children. A Jewish home is never a matter of four walls, a roof, and furniture.
Bayis consists of the family within, and
the mesiras nefesh, the ultimate dedication of that family to follow Hashem
under all circumstances, as the Jews did
as they gathered with their families to
eat the Pesach sacrifice on that night.

"DOH VOINT A YID"
Reb Moshe Leib of Sassov once visited the Chassidic Rebbe, Reb Elimelech
(known by the name of his sefer,
Noam Elimelech) of Lizhensk. Reb
Elimelech asked his guest to share a dvar
Torah with him. Reb Moshe Leib asked,
"The Torah tells us that Hashem
'Posach al - literally, skipped on - the
houses of Am Yisroel on the night of
yetzias Mitzrayim.' To convey that
Hashem passed over the houses ofBnei
Yisroel, the Torah should have said
'Posach me' al.' From this choice of
words we infer that when Hashem
examined the houses in Mitzrayim, and
saw a house with the blood of the Karban Pesach on the doorposts and lintel, the Shechina, k'veyachol, 'posach
al' jumped up and down, and danced
The Jewish Observer, October 2003

on that house, and sang, so to speak,
'Doh voint a Yid! (Here lives a Jew!)"'
The Rebbe Elimelech was so moved
by this explanation that [the story continues} he jumped onto his table and
began dancing and singing, ''Doh
voint a Yid.'"
The blood of the Karban Pesach represents the mesiras nefesh of Am Yisrael

to separate themselves from Egyptian
society, and to risk their lives so as to
reach Har Sinai and Bretz Yisroel. Paradoxically, a Jewish bayis is defined by the
ability of its inhabitants to abandon their
physical home for a higher purpose.

remain joyless in their avodas Hashem.
The message of succas mamash may
provide a key as to what holds us back.
The Sefas Emes explains that the Jewish
people went to the midbar (wilderness)
and dwelt in succos, as an essential step
toward receiving the Torah. We Jews
relive this, he explains, with the transition from Succos to Simchas Torah. Only
a home transformed by the mitzva of
succa and its philosophical perspectives
can truly experience Simchas Torah.
The Tolna Rebbe, in his lecture series
on chinuch (raising children), finds a
connection between two Gemoras relating to poverty. The Gemora in Maed Kattan (24b) describes the obligation of hesped (eulogy) defined by halacha if (G-d

THE SUCCA-CHINUCHNEXUS

forbid) parents lose a small child. In discussing the minimum age of a child to
require a hesped, the Gemora differentiates between children of wealthy parents and children of poor parents.
Rashi explains that poor parents feel
more anguish over the loss of their children, for they have no other source of
simcha in their lives. The Rebbe suggests
that perhaps Chazal refer to this factor
in their exhortation to "be careful with
the children of the poor, for from them
the Torah will come forth." These chil-

er haps the succa can shed light on
one of the most pressing dilemmas of our generation. In some
ways, it is easier to learn Torah in our
generation than in those that preceded
us. Yeshivas for all levels and with a wide
range of areas of emphasis and modes
of study have been opened. Sefarim of
all types, in many languages, are readily available. We can learn Torah in our
cars, on our cell phones, Palm Pilots, or
computers. Nevertheless, the joy, the love
of Torah, is often lacking. This magazine
has provided an important forum for
discussing the phenomenon of children
who have received the finest Torah education, at home and in school, yet

P

dren are raised in homes less involved

with the aspects of so-called "permanent
dwellings:' As they grow up, they are the
legitimate focus of their Jewish bayis.
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This type of upbringing prepares them
to learn, and then transmit Torah to the

next generation, with simcha, free of distractions and conflicting aspirations.

A MATTER OF WHO'S IN CHARGE
ften, when we observe the silncha of a true oveid Hashem fulfilling a mitzva of learning
Torah, we ask ourselves, "I perform the

0

es this question with a parable. An earthbound observer watching the projection
of an astronaut floating around effort·
lessly in space wonders, "Why can't I
float like that?" He has to realize that,
propelled by the tremendous force of his
rocket's engines, the astronaut has broken free of earth's gravity. The observer is still held prisoner by that gravity
field, constantly pulled back to earth
should he attempt to float.

same mitzvos. V\Thy don't I experience

In order to experience the true sim-

even a fraction of that joy?"
Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe l><"°P"ro address·

cha of avodas Hashem, we must break
free of the powerful field of gravity pro-
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duced by Olam Hazeh. Gedolei Yisroel
treasure each measure of freedon1 fro1n
this gravity, and struggle to avoid whatever may pull them back.
When the Boyaner Rebbe ., ..,,,
arrived in America, a dinner was
arranged in his honor. As the waiters
placed ice cream on the table for
dessert, the Rebbe was involved in a discussion with one of his neighbors.
Unfamiliar with ice cream, the Rebbe
continued his discussion as his dessert
began to melt. When his neighbor
pointed out that the Rebbe should eat
his dessert before it melted, the Rebbe
looked at the frozen confection and
remarked, "A food that tells me 'Eat me
now!' is not for me." (as heard from the
Taina Rebbe N"'"'7v)
(In a similar vein, the sefer Lapid
Eish relates that a plate of food was
brought to the Klauzenberger Rebbe
7"Y? during a long meeting with some
dedicated lay activists. After the food sat
for a while without the Rebbe touching
it, one of the askonim reminded him
that the food would get cold. The Rebbe
replied, "Who says that I am beholden
to the food? Perhaps the opposite is true;
the food is beholden to me!")
The mitzva of succa, as described by
the Sefas Emes, provides us with a powerful means of fighting the gravity of
Olam Hazeh, and entering a realm of

"Sin1chas Torah."
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The beracha of the succa can transform even lavish, wealthy ho1nes into a
"temporary dwelling,'' as illustrated by
the following story:
The Baranovich Yeshiva was in
desperate need of funds, and Rabbi
Elchonon Wasserman i''il traveled to a
donor who could be counted on to help
the yeshiva. Unfortunately, Reh
Elchonon was unable to pay for direct
transportation to the donor's home. His
only option was to complete the last leg
of the journey by foot, in rain and mud.
As he approached the wealthy man's
house, Reh Elchonon realized the problem he would face upon his arrival. He
remembered the lavish furnishings of
the man's home, the thick carpets on the
floor, and the luxurious upholstery of
the furniture. In his current state,
The Jewish Observer, October 2003

soaking wet and mud splattered, he
would not be able to enter the house
without causing damage. On the other
hand, he could not turn back. He had
come so far, and the yeshiva needed
help! Suddenly, he thought ofa solution.
Every great house has two entrances, the
main entrance and a rear entrance by
the kitchen for deliveries, workmen, and
so on. He would enter the house by the
rear entrance where there were no
expensive furnishings.
When the wet and bedraggled Reh
Elchonon knocked at the rear entrance,
he was received by a servant, who hurried to bring one of the wealthy man's
daughters to deal with the visitor. She
immediately realized that this was one
of the Rabbanim who would occasionally visit her father, and ran to bring her
father to the rear entrance.
When he arrived, he greeted Reb
Elchonon, and asked him why he came
to the rear of the house, instead ofsimply ringing at the main entrance as
usual. Reb Elchonon explained that he
didn't want to muddy the carpets and
furniture in the main entrance.

Suddenly, the host became very
upset and pulled Reb Elchonon aside.
"Rosh Hayeshiva," he said, "you are
destroying my daughters."
"What do you mean?" asked Reb
Elchonon.
"Much of my life revolves around
money," explained the gentleman. "I am
active in the world ofbusiness, much of
the conversation in my house involves
my business, and I furnish my home elegantly because I receive partners and
customers here. Nevertheless, I have
always tried to emphasize to my daughters that the most important thing in
the world is the Torah and those who
learn it. Now that they see a Torah
scholar making himself secondary to
carpets and furniture, the message I
have worked so hard to transmit to
them will be destroyed!"
"What can I do?" asked Reb
Elchonon.
"There is only one solution," the
host replied. "You must enter the
house again through the main
entrance, track mud on the carpets
and sit on the furniture with your

wet, stained clothes."
Reb Elchonon complied, and in the
years that followed, both of the wealthy
man's daughters married talmidei
chachamim.
We live in a generation of ('hon1e
improvement." Society transmits constant pressure to redesign, refurnish,
even to computerize our homes and fill

them with the latest gadgets and appliances. The kavana of mitzvas succa,
according to Rabbi Akiva, succos
mamash, reminds us of the true ingredients of a" bayis ne'eman b'Yisroel, a

loyal home in Israel": a husband,
wife, and children joined in mesiras
nefesh, a willingness to abandon the
physical dimensions of their home to
follow Hashem.
In this way, the mitzva of succa provides a fitting climax to the avoda that
begins with the month of Elul, when we
start to say" L'David Hashem Ori" twice
a day, emphasizing the passuk, "Achas
sho'alti ... Shivti b'veis Hashem kol ymei
chayai - I ask but one thing from
Hashem .... To dwell in the house of
Hashem all the days of my life ...." •
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Rabbi Yisroel Greenwald

Hoshana Rabba

- the Call of the Yearning Willow
BREAKING THE BARRIERS
oshana Rabba, the seventh day
of the Succos festival, is distinguished by customs of both
beauty and mystery. Though the Torah
does not refer to it as a day of rest, the
order of prayer includes some of the passages reserved only for major festival
days. This day also marks the climax of
the ritual of the hoshana on each day of
Succos. During the Temple period,
large boughs of willow were leaned
against the mizbayach (altar), which the
kohanim would encircle once each day.
On the seventh day of Succos, the priests
encircled the willow-bedecked altar,
not once but seven times. This grand

H

Rabbi Greenwald, a member of the Kollel Bais
Hataln1ud in Melbourne, Australia, is author of
Reb Mendel (ArtScroll), a biographical appreciation of Rabbi Mendel Kaplan ?"~T. His article
"Pesach in Autumn," appeared in JO April '00.
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finale not only gave the day its name,
Hoshana Rabba - the Great Day of the
Willow - but as one early commentator put it, it represented tachlis hachag
- the epitome of the festival experience.'
The Midrash finds a striking parallel to the hoshana procession. 2 During
Yehoshua's conquest of the city ofYericho, the kohanim circled the city once
daily for six days. On the seventh day,
they marched around the city seven
times, after which Yericho's walls miraculously sunk into the ground. Similarly, Hoshana Rabba culminates the period of judgment, which began on Rosh
Hashana. On this day, the last vestiges
of sins that were not sufficiently atoned
for during Yorn Kippur become totally
eradicated; and the Jewish people
emerge triumphant. We proclaim our
jubilation for the elimination of the wall
of sin that had weighed on our souls by
waving the lulav, much as victors in bat-

tle raise their spears upon conquest of
their enemy, and by reciting the festival
prayers. 3

It would seem, however, that the
hoshana possesses an inherent ability to
bring down the forces of evil. Rabbi
Chaim ofVolozhin points out that the
seeds of the humble hoshana contain a
tangible reminder of its potent power.
If one peels away the outer layer of a willow bud, one will find the likeness of a
skinned, decapitated snake. How fitting!
The snake is a symbol of the forces of
evil; the hoshana robs it of its life force. 4
Even in our present exile, the Midrash
assures us, our n1odest reenactment of

the hoshana procession retains a likeness
to the original Temple service: The shul
bima is transformed into the altar, and
the chazan holding the sefer Torah is akin
to an angel of Hashem. 5
As Hoshana Rabba removes the barriers of evi1, it simultaneously embraces
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purity and goodness. Rabbi Nasson
Wachsfogel ':nir, the late Lakewood
Mashgiach, explains that during Rosh

blemished kohein and his hoshana.
The following story seems to bear this
point:

Hashana, we are granted access to the

Each year, Rav Hai Goan would
ascend from Bavel to Yerushalayim to
spend Succos there. On Hoshana Rabba,

King's palace. Beyond that portal, one
can behold the King's majesty with striking clarity and splendor. Yorn Kippur

affords us an even closer proximity to
the King's presence, as the passuk says,
"Before Hashem shall you be pnrified"
( Vayikra 16, 30 ); we are permitted to
stand directly before the King Himself.
Succos, says the Zahar, represents a still
closer relationship with Hashem. The
three walls of the succa, corresponding
to the human hand, arm and forearm,

is a metaphor for the Divine en1brace
of His beloved. 6
It is said that when a kalla encircles
her clzassan seven tin1es under the
chupa, she in effect is breaking all barriers. just as the walls ofYericho fell after
being encircled seven times, so too may
the newlywed couple achieve a state of
oneness, \Vith no walls of divisiveness
between the1n. In a spiritual sense,
Hoshana Rabba symbolizes this highest
form of closeness between Hashem
and the Jewish nation. This ultimate
state of connection paves the way for the
holiday of Shcmini Atzeres, which symbolizes the personal and exclusive relationship between Hashem and His
beloved people.

THE BLEMISHED SERVICE
o gain better insight into what
gives Hoshana Rabba its remarkable strength, it is worth analyzing the components of this mitzva. The
Gemora states simply: the hoshana circuits were performed by kohanim with
blemishes - a group generally disqualified from Temple service. 7 Why the
Gemora singles out blemished kohanim
is strange, since other types of disqualified kohanim also took part in the ceremony.8 Furthermore, the simple reading of the text implies that the
procession was composed exclusively of
blemished kohanim, when in fact they
were only secondary to the fully qualified kohanim who served regularly. 9
There appears to be a link between the

T
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he ivould encircle Har Hazeisim seven
times, and then those who accompanied

him would recite the songs that Rav Hai
had prepared. Walking a hundred amos
ahead of Rav Hai were kohanim dressed
in capes and gold-embroidered silk tunics.
The rest of the crowd followed behind him
at a distance of another one hundred
amos. During the procession, Rav Hai was
seen laughing, and afterwards, during the
meal, he appeared in a joyous mood.
Upon the conclusion of the meal, a
penitent murderer approached Rav Hai
and asked him, "Rebbi, why did you walk
alone when we walked around Har
Hazeisim?"
Rav Hai replied, "Each year I come up
from Bavel so that I should be able to
encircle Har Hazeisim on Succos. l purify myself for the occasion, and on
Hoshana Rabba, Eliyahu Hanavi accompanies me and converses with me. That
is why the assembly keeps a distance both
before and after me.
"I asked Eliyahu, 'When will Moshiach come?' and he responded, 'When you
will encircle Har Hazeisim with the
kohanim.'
"So I gathered all the kohanim I was
able to locate, to acco1npany me as I go
around; perhaps there will be one true
kohein among them. [Later} Eliyahu said
to me, 'You see all the kohanim here,
dressed in elegant garments and walking
pridefully? None of them is from the seed
ofAharon, save for one sole straggler, who
walks behind the rest, who is looked upon
with contempt by the others, and is
insignificant in his own eyes. He walks
with tattered clothing, seeks no honor, and
walks in an unassunzing manner. He is
lame in one leg, and on his other side he
is blind in his eye.... This one is the true
kohein from the seed of Aharon."'
Rav Hai then concluded, "By my life!
This is why I laughed. Among the entire
group there was not a single kohein, save
for that one handicapped man!" 10

Eliyahu's rejection of the physically fit
but haughty kohanim is to be taken in
the literal sense or in a spiritual one; that
is, they lacked the compassion and
humility that were the hallmarks of

Aharon. But one thing is certain.
Though the handicapped kohein was
unfit to do Temple service, his role in the
hoshana circuit held the key to the ultimate redemption. Had he not been
scorned to the sidelines, but included in

the procession; not been viewed as an
outcast, but esteemed as a true seed of
Aharon who in many ways was superior to them, then Moshiach's arrival
would have been imminent.
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arba minnim, the four species used on
Succos. The sages compare the four
species to the varied strata of the Jewish people. The esrog, which is endowed
with both taste and fragrance, represents
the Jews who possess both Torah and
good deeds. The myrtle, which has only
fragrance, and the lulav, which has no
fragrance but bears flavorful fruit, represent Jews who possess only one of the
two aforementioned qualities. The willow slumps at the bottom of the flora
tote1n pole; it possesses neither fragrance
nor fruit. It symbolizes Jews with nei-

ther Torah scholarship nor good
deeds. 11
Who are these hoshana Jews? Perhaps
those who desire to serve Hashem to the
best of their abilities, but due to poverty, illness, or other debilitating circumstances, were not blessed with the talents or abilities to accomplish as 111uch
as they would have liked. While these
people may consider themselves superfluous, the Midrash concludes, "Says
Hakadosh Baruch Hu, 'Let all [the four
species J be tied together in one bundle,
to provide atonen1ent for one another."'
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No less than the species that yield fragrance and fruit, the willow not only
receives, but also has an irreplaceable
quality to offer his more accomplished
brethren.
What is the unique quality of the
hoshana? The hoshana is also known as
"arava," as in the verse, "Arvei nachal the willow of the river" ( Vayikra 23, 40).
While one fulfills the mitzva with any
willow branches, regardless of where
they grow, 12 the Torah describes the
arava as the species with an unquenchable thirst for water and optimally
thrives where water is abundant. The
connection between hoshana and water
is further demonstrated on Hoshana
Rabba, when the rainy season is in1n1inent by the prayers we recite, which deal
primarily with our urgent request for
water.
Early con1n1entators write that man's
emotion of desire derives fron1 the
primeval element of water. On a physical level, there is a strong association
between water and desire; not only does
inan thirst for water, but water "desires"
to bond with its own elements. From the
microscopic level, where water molecules tend to attract each other, to the
global scale, where, "All the rivers flow
into the sea;' all moving bodies of water
perpetually churn in a never ending
surge to unite as one. 13 Even the inhabitants of water possess a greater degree
of passion than creatures of dry land, as
the sages say, "Fish are promiscuous." 14
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he spiritual source of water's
insatiable desire perhaps derives
fro1n the second day of creation,
when Hashem separated "the waters
below the heavens and the waters above
the heavens." 15 From that time onwards,
the earthly waters have been possessed
by an irrepressible urge to join with the
upper waters, that they may bask once
again in close proximity of Hashem's
presence. As the Midrash says, when
Hashem divided the upper and lower
\Vaters, the lower waters cried to
Hashem, "V\Thy are we different fro1n our
companions, that we were distanced

T
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from Your heavenly throne?" Hashem
promised them they would become elevated through the sacrificial offerings that is, the water libation on Succos. 16
Like the rush of running water, the
pure human heart, when denied access

to areas of Divine service, also flows with
a deep longing to reach across that gaping void. 17 No one personifies this
yearning as much as the handicapped
kohein. Koha11i1n forego financial security, receiving no share in the inheritance
of the Land of Israel, so they can devote
themselves exclusively to Divine service.
Imagine, then, the pain of an idealistic
young kohein who had always dreamed
of performing the Temple rites, excelling
in both his studies and his fear of
Hashem, only to develop a disqualifying
handicap upon reaching adulthood. He
has renounced the physical world, to
find his spiritual world barred to him
as well. He is accurately represented not
just by a hoshana, but by a beaten,farklapta hoshana, at that.
The young kohein's handicap may
have deflated his confidence and shat-
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ON SEVENTH HEAVEN
ur earthly hoshana service mirrors a sin1ilar, but magnificently more exalted, enactment in
heaven. The Avudraham writes that the
seven circuits we make on Hoshana
Rabba in shul correspond to the seven
heavens. The Gemora also tells us that
the highest heaven is named "Aravos"
upon which resides Hashem's throne of
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hoshana "the service of the handicapped kohein:'
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glory. ' 8 Not surprisingly, the heaven
Aravos is also a place of an abundance
of \Vater; 19 stored there is the precious
"liquid" that Hashem will use to resurrect the dead."'
The earthly inhabitants below long
to be reunited with Hashem's presence
above. Above, those same feelings are
reciprocated. The Mis/ma states that
when the kohanim circled the altar during the hoshana procession, they would
say, "Ani Vahu hoshi'a na - Ani Vahu
bring salvation now!" 21 Ani Vahu is part
of one of the mystical names of Hashern,
and alludes to the verses, "And I (Ani)
was in the diaspora," ( Yechezkeil 1, 1) and
"and he ( Vahu) was bound in chains"
( Yirmiyahu 40, 1). The Midrash
expounds the words Ani and Vahu as
both referring to Hashem. The prayer,
in effect, is for G-d, who Himself (so to
speak) «requires salvation"! 22
This Midrash is generally understood
as expressing Hashem's sharing in
Israel's suffering, for when the Jews are
in exile, the Almighty Himself also
shares in their plight. The apparent dif-
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ficulty with this approach, however, is
that this proclamation was recited as
part of the Temple service. When the
Jewish people resided peacefully in
their land, with the holy Temple in their
midst, why should G-d express anguish?

In that ideal state, what salvation does
He still lack?
Perhaps Hashem's continuous longing is for the fulfillment of mankind's
ultimate destiny, the era of the future
redemption. At that time, Hashem will
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he willow tree is unique in that
it does not branch out horizontaly, as the branches of most trees
do, but sends forth one single shoot,
which extends outwards. These
branches also tend to gravitate vertically. (Certain species of willow grow
vertical branches, which climb
upwards, while the branches of the
mature weeping willow grow downwards, giving the impression of a cascading waterfall.) lf we are correct in
our assertion that the willow is the
physical equivalent of yearning, then its
growth represents a direct reaching
upward from earth to heaven.
The willow's growth parallels the
yearning soul. Ramchal writes that the
Hebrew word for hope- kivuy-derives
from the word kav - a line." In a spiritual dimension, hope draws a line that
connects one to the object of one's longing. Hashem's hand (so to speak) is
always readily outstreched, awaiting
man to reach towards Him, as well. Just
as the willow reaches out heavenwards,
the kohanim's yearning plea," Hoshana
- save us now!" has the potential to
stretch forth with a force that can break
through all barriers, unite heaven and
earth, and herald the final redemption. 26

T
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lavishly pour down the rain which will
revive the dead, 23 and the earth will be
filled with Divine knowledge "as water
covering the oceans." 24 Until that perfect state is realized, Hashern metaphorically - feels bound and in
exile. The auspicious timing of the
Kohanim's proclamation demonstrates
the integral role the hoshana plays in
transforming that vision into a reality.
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ashem is referred to as Yosheiv
Tehillos Yisroel, enthroned upon
the praises of Israel. Similarly,
Hashem is called Rocheiv Ba'aravos 27 His glory is upheld by the" arava Jews,"
by those who lack the satisfaction of positive accomplishment, but look up
expectantly towards Him. The verse says,

I
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ously ill, shortly before his passing. Rav
Dan shared with him the following
vort.
In the beginning of Parshas Vayeishev, it says that "Yaakov settled." 30
Rashi cites a Midrash that says that this
verse signifies that Yaakov sought to
dwell in tranquility. Said the Holy One,
Blessed is He, "Is he not content with
what is awaiting the righteous in the
World-to-Come, that he seeks to dwell
in tranquility in this world as well?"
Immediately afterwards, he was faced
with the ordeal ofYoseif's kidnapping.
Rav Dan asked, Hashem is so kind
and generous. Can't He fargin (tolerate) the righteous having a little pleasure in this world, as well? Yaakov's
desire for tranquility was solely so he
could serve Hashem better, without
distraction. Indeed, our sages say that
during the years he mourned the
absence of Yoseif, his capacity for
prophecy left him and he was unable
to realize his spiritual ambitions.
According to the Mid rash, Hashem
was telling Yaakov: "Perhaps I have
more nachas from your struggles to
live without the aid of prophecy than
I would derive from your sublime

"Not in the strength of the horse does
He desire, nor in the loins of man does
He favor. Hashem favors those who fear
Him, those who hope to His kindness!'"
Rabbi Tzaddok Hakohein explains that
a horse personifies work and action, and
symbolizes one who serves Hashem with
valiant deeds and love, without respite.
His level, although exalted, does not represent Hashem's ultimate desire. "Not in
the loins of man does he favor," refers
to one who serves Hashem utilizing the
ultimate sign of human strength, by conquering one's evil inclination. Even
this does not represent the highest level
of perfection sought by Hashem. 29
Rabbi Tzaddok Hakohein explains
that every achievement carries the risk
of being tinged with a sense of ego gratification. By contrast, lack of accomplishment, at times, is a purer form of
service. As the verse concludes,
"Hashem desires the one who fears
Him, who awaits His kindness."
Although this person has no personal
achievement to show for himself, his
relationship with his Maker can still be
on the highest level.
Rabbi Dan Segal visited Rabbi
Shneuer Kotler 7"'.:i'T when he was seri1 Sefer Harnanhig, Hilchos Esrog, 38.
2

Yalkut Shi1noni, Tehillim, 26

3

Sefer Hanzanhig, ibid.

4

Ruadt Chaim, Avos p. I

ical, but only a parable for deep concepts beyond
our understanding. Yet insofar as these concepts
are found in the revealed Torah (see Rashi Ba1nidbar 12,4 and elsewhere), it was presented to extract
those lessons we can derive benefit
21

5

Yalkut Tehillim, ibid.
6 On the verse, Shir Hashiri1n 2,6.
7
8

22

Succa 44a

23

See Tosafos ibid.

Rashi ibid.
10 Otzar f{agaonim p. 80

25

Succa 33b
Kohelles 1,7

14

Babba Basra 74b

15

Bereishis l,7

The meaning of the word arvei nachal is also
associated with the result of hope; joining, and
connection. Areiv nleans to combine, and nachal
is a strean1 whose flow connects two points, not
unlike nachala, an inheritence that joins one generation to the next.

16

See Rashi, Vayikra 2,13, and Shaarei Aharon
there.
17
Based on the cominentary of the
2,19.

on Eicha

18

Chagiga 12b

19

Piyut"bnru L'Elokirn," Shacharis of Yorn Kip-

pur

°Chagiga ibid. Obviously, this water is not phys-
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Drush Hakivuy

26

11 Vayikra Rabba, 30, 12
13

Rashi, Tosafos ibid. Eicha Rabba, Pesikta 34
Tehillirn 68, as interpreted by Chagiga 12b.

24 Yishaya 11:9

9

12

Succos 45a, according to the opinion of Rabbi

Yehuda.

27

Tehillim 68,5

28

Tehillin1147:10-11
Pri Tzaddik, Vayeilech

29

30 Bereishis 3 7, l
31

On another occasion, Rabbi Dan Segal elaborated on another aspect of this point. The human
heart is capable of simultaneously sustaining two
conflicting e1notions. A Jew can reconcile the
dichoto1ny of"trembling in his rejoicing," and to

prayers and Torah study. The reduced
levels of Torah and prayer under
those conditions are dearer to me than
all the sublime levels you would have
been able to attain with prophecy:' 31
Rabbi Shnuer Kotler responded
with another a story that he had once
heard.
A chassid came before his Rebbe
crying that he lived alone in the forest, chopping wood for his livelihood,
and as a result, he was unable to pray
with a minyan each day. He expressed
to the Rebbe how he wished for the
opportunity to daven with a minyan.
The Rebbe told him lovingly, "How do
you know that Hashem wants you to
daven with a minyan? Perhaps He
derives more satisfaction from your
wanting to daven with a minyan, even
though you are unable to do so."
This is the quality of the arava Jew.
The four species of the lulav must
unite, for each has a unique and irreplaceable quality to offer the Jewish people. Even the humble willow. For while
the willow appears lowly, it is truly quite
exalted. In this world, it is beaten to the
ground, but in the World of Truth it
ascends to the highest heaven. 32
•
find consolation in his Maker even in the
moment of his mourning. Sin1ilarly, while it is
commendable to always strive to grow, one nlust
also find satisfaction in one's station in life. The
Mishna's axiom, "Who is the wealthy man; the one
who is happy with his lot," not only applies to
one's material status, but to one's spiritual level
as well.
All the moreso, when one's situation in life
confines one's spiritual advancement, one can
attain great heights by joyously accepting that
one's role in life is accordance with Hashem'swill.
One Rosh Hashana, the author experienced
ston1ach upset during the Mincha prayer in yeshiva, and was unable to pray together with the minyan. After Mincha I approached my Mashgiach,
Rabbi Dan Segal, and told how I felt bad having
missed the opportunity of praying with a n1inyan on this holy day. Rabbi Dan Segal replied with
his typical joyous enthusiasin1, "You should not
feel the least bit ashamed; on the contrary, you
should rejoice. The halacha requires that one must
attend to his bodily needs, during which time one
is prohibited to pray. At the time the congregation was performing Hashem's will through
prayer in shul, you served it by attending to your
bodily needs."
.'12 Perhaps this is also symbolized by the custom of
throwing the discarded hoshana above the 1brah ark
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Mrs. Sudy Rosengarte

As told by Mrs. Rutie (Bernfeld) Glick, who was eight years
old at the time of the experiences recounted below.
JULY 1944
y family and I, for huge sums
of money, gold and jewelry,
were passengers on the
Rakevet HaHatzala, the rescue-train
that would take us - the first group to
be ransomed in the deal made Dr.
Rudolph Kastner with the Nazi Adolph
Eichn1ann, in \vhich a million Hungarian Jews were to be exchanged for trucks.
But instead of arriving in neutral Spain,

M

from where we v.,rere to en1bark on ships
that would bring us to Palestine, we ended
up in the Bergen-Belsen Concentration
Camp. Because of the political significance
of our transport, we were put into a
Basunderlager, an autonomous camp
which was administered by a board headed by Kastner's father-in-law, Dr. Fisher.
Mrs. Rosengarten, who lives in Bnei Brak, is the
author of VVorld Apart (Targum/Feldhei1n), her
n1emoirs of gro\ving up in Williamsburg, Brook-

lyn. She was last represented in these pages in
"Days of Av·le in Bobov: Saine Personal
Glin1pses," in October '00. Mrs. Rutie Glick also
resides in Bnei Brak.
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Only those on the Administrative
Board had contact with the Nazis. As far
as we were concerned, we only saw Nazis
when we had to line up twice a day to
be counted by the hated Appel, the Herr
Commander of the camp. We were
forced to stand in straight lines, for
hours at a time- either beneath a burning sun, or in rain, slush or snow, at the
mercy of howling winds. Although the
Nazis were not allovved to use us for
forced labor, we suffered from constant
hunger, as our diets consisted of just
enough to keep us alive, but never
enough to keep us from feeling hunger.
We were the lucky ones in Bergen-Belsen
- a Concentration Camp that always
smelled of burning flesh, and had its
inmates doing forced labor eighteen
hours a day, punished by nnimaginable
cruelty, tortured by the most barbaric
means. We were neither gassed nor
burnt, nor forced to work nor tortured;
we were just always hungry. Very hungry. The one thing we could never get
out of our heads was food.

PREPARING FOR ROSH HASHANA
ccording to Father's calendar,
Rosh Hashana was approaching.
We each trembled in anticipation of the holy days, when the Gates
of Heaven would open to accept our
prayers and our tears. Everyone \Vas so
serious, as he prepared to pour out all
his hurt and pain and suffering, certain
that his Father in Heaven would listen
and redeem His unfortunate children .... Yes, there was a sudden
reawakening of hope in our Basunderlager. I just knew that it would be a special Yam Tov.
We came to realize that Mr. Shlanger,
who usually sat all day saying Tehillim,
was not the "nebish" that we took him
for .... An electrician by trade, he made
a secret electrical connection in our barracks to plug in Mother's iron. All the
ladies in the camp were suddenly visiting us in a steady flow. When they left,
their badly crumpled Yorn Tov outfits
were freshly ironed. Mr. Shlanger also

A
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figured out a way to operate Mr. Reinus's
haircut machine, and in no time it was

making the rounds in the men's barracks.
With this renewal of hope, the people demanded that Dr. Fisher, the Head
Administrator of our Special Camp,
arrange for us to have a shu/ where we'd
be able to pray together on the Days of
Awe. Many of the rabbis in our group
had brought along Sifrei Torah, but
nobody had thought of taking along a
shofar or machzor. Of course not! The
Nazis had promised us that we'd be in
Palestine by then.
Waiting his turn at the dentist,
Father, holding his hand over his
n1outh, and grimacing in pain, told one

of the Dutch POWs of our plight. "We
have an extra shofar which we'd gladly

it before? Rutti, Suri, round up all your
friends and go from barracks to barracks, and ask each person to give you
the yellow Magen David that the Nazis
forced him to wear in Hungary."
"Why should we collect those cursed
badges of shame?" my sister Suri said in
distress. "Thank G-d we don't have to
wear them anymore."

•

hey seemed to
not even feel the
blows of their Nazi
guards.

T

give you," the prisoner whispered back,

while coughing into his hand so the Nazi
guard wouldn't notice them talking to
each other, "except that it's too large to
smuggle through the hole in the fence."
"Maybe," Father mused, "son1eone

could mention it to that S.S. man who
smiles ... because he's the only Nazi here
who seems to have a heart. Maybe he'd
help us out."
Two days later, a shofar and five
machzorim were suddenly discovered in
the Administration Barrack. From
whom? From where? Nobody knew!

SEARCH FOR SPARE PAPER
he children in the camp were sent
around to collect whatever writing paper and pens were available
in the barracks, and whoever could write
Hebrew was drafted to copy the main
Holiday prayers from the machzorim.
The administration granted us per-

T

1nission to use the infirmary as a shul,

and Mother volunteered to sew a
paroches (curtain for the holy ark) for the
closet in which the Sifrei Torah would
stand. Mother was very excited. As soon
as we came into our barracks, she start-

ed pulling things out of all our valises,
hoping to find something suitable for a

paroches ... but her search was in vain.
Suddenly, her eyes lit up. "Of course!"
she announced. "Why didn't I think of

"It's Rosh Hashana!"
they shouted. "Jews
are praying. They're
blowing the shofar.
G-d is still alive!"

•

"But Surale, just think of all the yellow-gold thread l'll find in those Magen
Davids! We'll take each one carefully
apart, and from all of the thread make
one gigantic Magen David that we'll sew
on to one of the white sheets that we
took along. Suri, we'll have the most
beautifully paroches in the whole world.
And our shul will be a Holy of Holies."

everyone how fortunate we were to be

Jews. Though the Nazis hated us and
tortured us and humiliated us and killed
us, we still chose to remain Jews, G-d's
children. We still chose to retain His
Image. We still yearned to live, still had
faith in the future, still could pray and
beg for love and pity from our Father
in Heaven.

Our hearts were so full, and with the
rabbi's cries tugging at our souls, we

were stirred to rejoice in being His Chosen People.
The shul was jam-packed. People
were carefully following the prayers,
pointing to the hand-written pages
copied from the machzorim. Out in the
yard, people were pressing together to
hear the shofar. It called and called. Shivers ran down my spine. My skin tingled
and then stood away in prickles. I shivered. I trembled. The tears fell hot on my
face. And still the shofar called. It would
not stop. People were crying and moaning, shouting and sobbing. And everyone was talking to G-d; arguing with
Him, bargaining with Him, believing
that their tears and prayers were not in
vain, that they would reach the Kingdom
on High.
The old rabbi spoke, admonished,
chastised, comforted. He pleaded for the
straying flock to return to the fold ... to
recognize the Creator, to accept His rule.

He cried for mercy, for love, for life .... He
cried and he cried till no heart remained
stubborn, till no eye remained dry.
Jews, regular inmates of Bergen-

sour breath, nor our bellies rumbling
from hunger, nor our foul-smelling
dysentery, nor the people fighting over
a sliver of potato left in the soup pot, nor
the S.S. Herr Commander shouting and

Belsen, also heard the call of our shofar,
as they passed our camp on their way to
forced labor. Suddenly, and totally unexpectedly, they broke file and ran to the
fence that separated their camp from ours.
They were gasping, they were choking. The tears streamed down their faces.
They seemed to not even feel the blows
of their Nazi guards.
"It's Rosh Hashana!" they shouted.
"Jews are praying. They're blowing the
shofar. G-d is still alive!"

cursing as he counted us for the

Their souls were on fire, even as their

ROSH HASHANA ...
WHEN NOTHING ELSE EXISTED
osh Hashana arrived. Nothing
else existed. Not our gray world

R

of dark, airless barracks, nor our

___ ___
,,
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umpteenth time, nor the growling and
snapping of his vicious dogs.
As the shul vibrated with the rabbi's
cries, it suddenly became crystal clear to

~

----

---·-~-·-----·----
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broken bodies were dragged from the
wire fence to the curses of"Filthy Jews."
Mother, as all women in our Basunderlager, had hoarded rations all month
in preparation for the Rosh Hashana
meal. The administration had arranged
that we'd be given an extra portion of
jam and margarine. Mother showed the
wotnen how to create a Yon1 Tov torte
by whipping the jam and margarine
together into a creme that, when
smeared on and around thin slices of
bread, really looked like a torte, even if
it didn't taste like one. Potato salad was
another Yam Tav treat that the women

had ingeniously prepared. Considering
that we never stopped suffering from
hunger, our Yam Tov feast was truly a
miracle of yeish mei'ayin - substance
from naught.
When we finished eating our "lavish"
Yonz Tov meal, we stood outside to watch
the Satmar Rebbe, accompanied by his
Chassidim, going to the wash-barracks
where the faucets were turned on, and
they all recited the Tashlich prayer.

floor. Our cousin Shaul, the chalutznik
who had come to shul out of respect for
our father, asked him: "For this you're
thanking G-d? To be captive in this jail
under the rule of cruel gayim?"
Father smiled at Shaul with pity. "I'm
thanking G-d for not making me a gay.
Were I to have the choice of being captive or a Nazi-master, I know, without
a doubt, that I'd choose to be where I
am right now."

THE MONTH MOVED ON

rev Succas, the Satmar Rebbe,
with special permission secured
through the Jewish Administration, stacked one bed on top of another, hung blankets on three sides, and put
a straw mattress on top of the upper bed
for s'chach. That's where he ate, slept and
learned the entire week of Succos.

e greeted Yorn Kippur with
the full realization that we
were but "clay in the hands of
the Potter." The words, "Who will live
and who will die; who at ripe old age and
who to be plucked from the Tree of Life

W

E

before his time;' had never been so
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meaningful, and the chazzan couldn't go
on because of the uncontrollable burst
of emotions that had been aroused. He
waited a long time till the deafening cries
subsided, then continued on in almost
a whisper: "Who in hunger and who in
thirst, who in violence and who in epidemic, who will enjoy peace and who
will suffer."
It was impossible to hear the baal
tefilla's voice above the shouts of all
those praying.
We reached "Aleinu." All the men
were bowing, falling down on their
knees and prostrating themselves on the

uccos ended, and winter began. As
we stood on Appel's line twice a
day, the rain and hail soaked
through the blankets we had wrapped
around ourselves. The howling winds
echoed the despair in our hearts, as the
Herr Commander counted us for the
umpteenth time. All the while, we tried
unsuccessfully to stand in straight lines,
on the ground that had become a river
of oozing mud. And though the Days of
Awe were long over, we continued to
pray. Continued to pray, in the river of
yearning and faith that flowed from
•
those Days of Awe.
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Cbolov Yisroel
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!SECOND
I LOOKS

Rabbi Avi Shafran

Our Most Basic

•

( ( Birthright Israel," the program that offers young Jewish adults a free trip to Israel,
recently announced that those who are
in a "full time, exclusively Jewish studies program" will no longer qualify for
the 10-day trips.
Viewed with a generous eye, that new
restriction would seem to reflect the effort's
organizers' recognition that, since
Birthright's ultimate goal is to promote
Jewish identity among young Jews, it
makes no sense to squander resources on
those immersed in the texts and traditions
of Judaism, who are unlikely to lose their
Jewish identity and commitment.
And a reasonable calculus it is. Every
study of)ewish continuity- including the
just-released National Jewish Population
Survey 2000 - has identified Jewish education as the most potent predictor of
future Jewish identity and Jewish living.
And, as the NJPS 2000 executive summary
puts it: "The more intensive the Jewish
schooling, the lower the rate of intermarriage."
Birthright's organizers and funders,
though, would do well to take their new

recognition to its logical conclusion.
If intensive Jewish education is a
potent ensurer of Jewish identity, in
other words, might not the Birthright
experience - "kibbutz trips, archeological trips, hiking treks, ecological journeys and historical trips;' as a New York
Times story described it - benefit from
a hefty dose of precisely that: an intensive Jewish education?
Back at Birthright's inception, Michael
H. Steinhardt, the successful Wall Street
money manager who, along with Seagram
Company chairman Charles R Bronfrnan,

conceived and oversee the program, told
The Times that Israel, to him, has "been a
substitute for [Jewish] theology."
Leaving aside why anyone would deem
the Jewish religious heritage in need of
replacement (it's doing quite well, baruch
Hashem), it would be terribly shortsighted to ignore the lesson of the nearly 2000
years during which visiting or settling in
Bretz Yisroel was not even an option for
most Jews. Jewish continuity did not falter over those millennia; it was sustained
by the most basic Jewish birthright, by
what was and what remains the most
effective means of ensuring Jewish identity: Jewish knowledge and Jewi'h life.
So wouldn't it be a marvelous and gutsy
move to amend Birthright's existing program to maximize the Jewish impact of
the gift it offers Diaspora Jews? By providing them, say, for two or three of their
ten days, with an intensive Jewish learning experience in an Israeli yeshiva or outreach program catering to Jews from overseas?
In fact, thinking more broadly, perhaps
the wisest investment for philanthropists
determined to foster Jewish identity and
continuity lies in supporting Jewish
schools everywhere, so many of which are
suffering economically, and which, despite
valiant efforts, remain unaffordable to so

many Jewish parents. Were day school
scholarships available to all Jewish children
whose parents would accept them, the
demographic landscape of the Jewish
world could be radically altered in the
course of a generation.
The national Jewish weekly The Forward editorially exulted recently over the
fact that the American Jewish intermarriage rate is a mere 43°/o, rejoicing in the
fact that "most Jews still marry Jews." For
those of us, though, who choose not to
dance on the deck of the American Jewish Titanic, but rather to ready the rescue
boats, the mandate is clear: Young Jews
must be imbued with the fullness of their
•
spiritual heritage.
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Rabbi Shafran serves as Agudath Israel of America's Director of Public Affairs and as the American director of Am Echad, the Agudath Israelinspired educational outreach effort and media
resource.
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COPE-ING WITH THE STRESS OF
UNEMPLOYMENT
To the Editor:
I read with great interest Gedaliah
Weinberger's recent article, "Navigating
the Current Job Market" (June '03). In
it, the author offers many excellent practical tips to assist the unemployed
through his job search.
As The Jewish Observer has taken the
initiative to focus on a serious problem

facing our community, I did want to take
the opportunity to address some comments on the employment issue.

Whether the person who is unemployed is a first time jobseeker or a family head of household, the period in
question can be one of overwhelming
stress both to the jobseeker and to those
around him/her. Financial strains and
loss of confidence and self-esteem contribute to the anxiety facing those that
are looking for a job. The search is a
lonely one. It is especially at this period that the need for chizuk, professionalism, guidance, and job market expertise becomes so critical. If someone can

help give the feeling that the search is
not alone, half the problem has been
solved. Proposing a possible employment match can solve the other half.
In his foresight, Rabbi Sherer'"·~ recognized this need twenty eight years ago
when he launched Agudath Israel of
America's job training division to assist
the nnemployed and economically disadvantaged in our con11nunity. During
this time, Cope Employment and Training Services (formerly Project Cope) has
been the address for thousands who
have benefited in their job searches. So
1nany families in our con11nunity have
in one way or another benefited from
the array of services offered by Cope
Employment. The young kollel wife
whose family depends on her livelil1ood,
the yeshiva graduate who is looking for
his first job, the family breadwinner
40

whose company has recently downsized,
the immigrant in need of literacy serv-

precious financial resources, to the
departure from tradition, to kashrus

ices, the recent widow forced to return

questionability - it must be stated
clearly and emphatically that this trend
has cut right into the heart of our Mesorah.
No time in the Jewish calendar
allows parents to connect, to bond with
their children more so than Pesach. It
is the Yorn Tov that focuses on Vehigadeta levincha - and you shall relate to
your children.
By having a mass Seder controlled by
the waiter and set to the pace of the
other five hundred guests in the dining
room, we are robbing our children of the
wonderful experience of this great Yom
Tov. As Mr. Kaiser points out, that the

to the job market, the at- risk teenager
whose landing of a job may put him
back on the right path, all have recognized the possibilities when turning to
Agudath Israel of America.
The uniqueness of this division has
been the combination of the close personal rapport developed between client
and counselor and the professionalism
exhibited by experts in the field. Counseling, job interview preparation, positive encouragement, and a large job-bank
of supportive employers are some of the
ingredients that have led to successful
matches. Job training subsidies offered
to employers and active job follow up
have contributed to successful retention.
Baruch Hashem, Cope has had the
zechusof helping so many over the years.
It should continue to merit assisting
those v. ho turn to it in time of need.
RABBI Dovrn SEEVE
1

Ad111i11istrative l)irector
Agudath Israel of Arnerica Co1n111unity Services

(Cope Employment and Training,
founded in 1975, is Agudath Israel of
America's job training and placement division. It helps the jobless
through a comprehensive array of
employment services, including vocational guidance, and on-the-job training. Employers are provided with an
opportunity to hire pre-screened personnel, often receiving partial rei1nbursement for an initial training
period. It is located at 225 Broadway,
znd Floor, New York, NY 10007, Tel:
212-809-5935.)

BRING THE PESACH SEDER BACK
HOME, WHERE IT BELONGS
To the Editor:
"Will that be Gebrokts or NonGebrokts" by Michael A. Kaiser, (June
'03 ), was an excellent and long overdue
article regarding the "Spending Pesach
with Mickey or Goofy" phenomenon
that gets worse each year.
While Mr. Kaiser does a superb job
in bringing to light the hazards of going
to hotels for Pesach - from the waste of

attraction of Pesach has co1ne to mean

water parks, cartoon characters, and featured entertainers is an unforgivable disgrace of the holiday.
I have had discussions with a number of respected Rabbanim who participate in these Pesach "progran1s," some

of which take place in hotels whose
kashrus reputation is less than perfect,
and unfortunately, have received quite
feeble responses.
In the Young Israel of Kew Garden
Hills, I make it my yearly practice to
implore our Young Marrieds group to
reconsider going to hotels for Pesach
once their children become of age to
appreciate a homemade Seder. Some of
those who have listened to my entreaties
have thanked me profusely for encouraging them to celebrate Pesach the way
our parents did. They never realized
what a meaningful family experience the
Yom Tov could be.
Naturally, I do not address my
remarks to those who for physical or
other valid reasons find it too difficult
to make Pesach at home.
I think it would do the Agudah well
to place this topic high on the agenda
of their conventions and other gatherings. We need to put an end to this
"bechiya ledoros" a travesty for generations to come.
RABB!

YoEL SCHONFELD

Assistant Rabbi
Young Israel of Kew Gardens Hills
Kew Gardens Hills, NY
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SPECIAL EVENTS IN LARGE HOTELS
- IT'S NOT JUST PESACH
To the Editor:
Lost deep inside Michael Kaiser's
powerful article in your June '03 edition
(Second Looks - "Will That be Gebrokts or Non-Gebrokts?") was a hint of something less than rnehadrin in the kashrus of
some kosher-certified hotel programs
for Pesach. Mr. Kaiser is correct, but these

problems are rarely cho1netz issues.
Instead, they are mostly about Shabbos/Yov
Tov!kashrus, having nothing to do with
Pesach other than that is the time of year.
It is valuable to point out to your readers that simchas and organizational dinners held in New York hotels all yearround face the very same kashrus
problems pointed out by Mr. Kaiser in his
article. These problems include:
Management and control of gentile
staff The kitchen staff at the sirncha!dinner is usually the hotel's staff and they are
doing kosher for this one night only, returning to treiftomorrow. They like their own
utensils and know where they are. They
know how they make a certain dish, what
they usually add and where it is located.
The proximity of kosher and nonkosher. More often than not, the same
kitchen (only a few feet away from where
the kosher is being prepared) or a nearby second kitchen is busily preparing and
serving a treif meal at the very sa1ne time
as this kosher one is being served.
These jobs stretch the definition of just
how much a good mashgiach can do.
When the ballroom is not attached to the
kitchen serving it, a host of mashgichim
must be aware of each waiter and follow
him in the elevator as he delivers his food
- some challenge!
This is not a blanket condemnation of
all dinners held in the metropolitan area,
as there are many kashrus organizations
that are well aware of these problems, and
exercise the appropriate vigilance when
catering an affair in these establishments.
None of this occurs "out of town"
because "out of town," no self-respecting
vaad hakashrus would allow using a nonkosher kitchen that is kashered hen yomo
(the very same day it had been used for
treij). No, they choose instead to maintain
The Jewish Observer, October 2003

a truly kosher kitchen at hotels where they
certify functions, whose kitchen is locked
up when not in use.
As long as the people in New York and
vicinity choose to use these big hotels, the
only rational solution is to create a "united glatt kosher bloc" that would establish
rules for the hotels to follow to make our
kosher affairs at the hotels truly mehadrin.
One caterer alone can do nothing, but if
they are united, we can satisfy most, if not
all, of our concerns.
Of course, if we, in New York, would
return to using kosher-only halls in
Brooklyn, Monsey, and Lakewood, these
problems would disappear completely,
The cost of a kosher affair at the
Pierre Hotel in Manhattan is at least
$300 per couple - and that is just for the
hall and caterer. A complete wedding
there of the size sanctioned by the new

rabbinic guidelines could easily cost in
excess of $ 100,000; in Brooklyn, it
would be $20,000 or less.
Would that we could find the
courage to buck the trend.
RABBI YoSEF WIKLER

Editor, Kashrus Magazine
Brooklyn, NY

TEFILLAS HADERECH:
SUREFIRE PROTECTION?
To the Editor:
As an avid reader of the JO who has
been inspired by Rabbi Pinchos Jung's
previous articles on tefilla-related topics,
[ was deeply disturbed by one particular statement in his most recently-published piece, "Is Your Travel Permit
Valid?" (June '03 ), along with the general
thrust of the article. Rabbi Jung begins

Personal responsibility throughout service - NOT JUSf "PAPERWORK"

ORIGINATOR OF THE PRESENT RABBINICALLY APPROVED METHOD
Highly recommended by Gedolai Hador- Here and in Eretz Yisrael

104J-42nd Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
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with a convincing analysis of the importance of Tefillas Haderech, the message
delivered Heavenward by one who recites
this tefil/a properly, and the reaction from
Above that such a request would conceivably evoke. He then goes on to offer
a premise: "This in turn pron1pted 1ne to
search for cases where Tefillas Haderech
was said properly and a serious accident
occurred in spite of it. To date, no such
story has been logged. I somehow doubt
whether it ever will ...."
ls it truly an accurate clai111 to put

KAKKA
IN BRETZ YISROEL
Call Rabbi Gavriel Beer for information
on obtaining cemetery plots in Beth
Shemesh and other locations in Israel.

011-972-2-656-9427

forth that under no circumstance would
Hakadosh Baruch Hu bring a tragedy on
the road upon a person who has completed Tefillas Haderech with due attention and fervor? Is it not possible that
despite his heartfelt prayer, Hashem
had a different plan in mind for this traveler that would ultimately prove to be in
his very best interest? It seen1s to me that
taking such an approach as to imply that,
"If an accident occurred, Tejillas
Haderech must not have been said properly" could lead to serious problems, one
of which being an automatic tendency
to pass judgment and add unfair accusations to the pile of woes already
heaped upon those unfortunate victims
of traffic accidents and their families.
"Tzaddik v'ra lo" (when the righteous
suffer) is a very real phenomenon

ELI SCHOSTAK, C.S.W
Children, Adolescents, Adults
School Issues • Parent - Child Conflict • l-(e]ationsbps
Brooklyn, New York

917-930-5793

Limited Evening Hours

Complete family Resources
•Healthy Job Market
•Affordable Housing
•Nurturing Community
•Learning Opportunities
•Shomer Shabbos Medical Residencies
•Community Activities

Total Torah Environment
•Bois Yakov
-Cheder
•Yeshiva Gedola
•Kollel
• Mikveh
• Eruv
•Wisconsin School Tuition Vouchers
for Qualifying Families

The Torah Community of Rabbi Michel Twerski invites your interest 1·800·226·3129
42

beyond the scope of human comprehension, and we cannot justly attribute
another's tribulations- or even our own
- to any specific 111isdeed.
Perhaps more problematic is the
hashkafa danger that such a perspective
might pose to any person who internalizes it, and in particular, to one who
is new to religious observance, or \vho
finds his faith already wavering for any
reason. Imagine if such a person, armed
with a firm belief that the Master of the
World would never turn down the
heartfelt supplication of a loyal subject
who humbles himself before Him in
prayer, witnesses a traffic accident
involving a revered n1entor, or is hin1self involved in a collision after having
carefully recited the appropriate tefilla.
Would it come as a surprise if this individual should, chas veshalom, turn away
from Yiddishkeit entirely, simply because
he had been tanght to look at events
from a slightly-too-narrow viewpoint?
In fact, on a n1ore fundan1ental level,
perhaps the premise laid ont in the afore1nentioned article seems abnost self-contradictory. ls a person who proclaims his
utter dependence on Hashem through
the recital of Tefillas Haderech and then
assumes beyond a shadow of a doubt
that he will reach his destination
unharmed, really subjugating himself to
his Creator on a much higher level than
he who omits the prayer altogether? Does
not this supplicant almost seem to
attempt to control Hashem and his own
fate through the "surefire tactic" of saying Tefillas Haderech? A genuine submission of oneself and one's destiny to
the Ribbono shel Olam would have to
include the recognition that while the
most effective thing a person can do to
secnre himself a safe journey is to offer
this prayer, ultimately the One to whom
the tefilla is directed will decide the traveler's fate) with a broader picture in view
that only He can possibly possess.
Yes, I would certainly concur with the
writer of the article that the number of
accidents being sent our way as "wakeup calls" to challenge our overconfidence
in our own abilities \vould dramatically decrease with a heightened sensitivity to the "wayfarer's prayer." But, with
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all due respect to Rabbi Jung, to imply

that no traffic accident would ever occur
in a world in which all recited this prayer
in earnest seems to me to be a less-thanaccurate and dangerous state1nent to
disseminate to the public, and to hold
in one's own 111ind as truth.
MRS. CHAVA ISRAEL

Balti1nore

RABBI JUNG RESPONDS
It \Vas certainly gratifying to receive
much response to my article on Tefillas
Haderech entitled, "Is Your Travel Permit Valid?"
The lines that apparently concerned
some readers dealt with the question of
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whether cases were recorded '\vhere
Tefillas Haderech was recited properly
and a serious accident occurred in
spite of it." I added, referring only to my
own recollection, "to date, no such story
has been logged. I somehow doubt
whether it ever will. ... "
Surely the wording chosen conveys
that this was not intended as a statement
of assurance or guarantee. Needless to
say, none of us can provide that. It was
said as a challenge - the purpose of the
whole piece was to promote awareness
of this neglected tefi/la. Interestingly,
even those who criticized this line were
unable to provide a story to prove me
a dreamer. And of course, I might be
wrong. It happens quite often'
However, I am a Jewish observer. I
simply made an observation based on
numerous incidents, many not quoted
in the article. Noticing a strikingly
consistent pattern, I took the liberty to
comment. "I somehow doubt" is only
thinking aloud.
Thanks are due to Mrs. Chava Israel
for her thought-provoking letter. She challenges that it is "possible that, despite a
heartfelt prayer, Hashem had 'other'
plans for this traveler."
Who can argue? The possibility must
exist. As said, I only recorded my own
findings in practice rather than theory.
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And it was done as a chizzuk in this area.
The motive was not to condemn unfortunate victims of accidents of the past it was purely a preventative suggestion.
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And we should believe in the power of our
tefillos- agreed, no guarantees. And let us
not lose the plain, unsophisticated emuna
peshuta of our noble ancestors.
Indeed, it would be disturbing, particularly to a nevvcomer or someone who's
en1una was unstable if, after an assurance
that this tefilla is foolproof, an accident
occurred nevertheless. But no assurance
\vas or can be given, as already explained.
Forgive me, Mrs. Israel, but much of your
argun1ent is based on an over-reaction to
n1y observation. There is no suggestion
that we are "attempting to control

We make "housecalls"

(718) 972-4003

:i-~.,~

.,b:;)W

Specializing in small batim for a perfect fit.

Hashem"; we are obeying Chazal and then
proceed with justified confidence balanced with appropriate caution.
May I suggest, then, that the reader
review the original article in a quiet
moment - but only what was written!
Either way, we all agree "that the number of accidents would dramatically
decrease with a heightened sensitivity to
the wayfarer's prayer."
And as with all our tefillos, the more
total our belief in them, the more effective they are. My challenge to all remains
in place - try this method and let me
know how you fare ....
Derech Tzelechoh!
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GAINS FROM FOLLOWING
CHAZORAS HASHATZ
To the Editor:
Rabbi Moshe Halberstadt's article in
the May '03 issue superbly illustrates the
importance of Chazoras Hashatz. He
quotes the well-known Mishna Berura
that "one should avoid reciting other
prayers or studying Torah during Cha-

zoras Hashatz."
Unfortunately, it has become de
rigueur in many shuls to look into a sefer
during Chazoras Hashatz. Rabbi Chaim
Kanievsky "'""""'-' in his classic work,
Orchos Yosher, 30:28 powerfully proclai1ns:
It is forbidden to speak during Cha-

zoras Hashatz, and even to say Tachanunim or to learn... Someone 1vho
learns or reviews the Parsha during
Chazoras Hashatz or Kaddish, not only
will not receive credit but rather will be
punished. On this the Prophet Yeshaya
said, "Woe to those who pull iniquity on
themselves with cords of falsehood," and
Torah like this will not be successful... and
possibly he is not credited with the mitzva of reviewing the Parsha because it is
a mitzva generated while sinning.
These strong words from one of the
most respected gedolim should be a
wake-up call to all of us. If we unite in
tefilla b'tzibburvia Chazoras Hashatz, we
should be able to "accomplish worlds."
JACOB I. FRlEDMAN
Brooklyn, NY
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REVIEWING THE IMPORTANCE OF
"CHAZORAS HASHATZ'
To the Editor:
Rabbi Moshe Halberstadt's article,
"Chazaras Hashat;{ (May '03 ), was a masterpiece in the manner in which he presented this matter to the JO readership. As
an addendum to this article, I would like
to share with you a conversation I had
many years ago with the late Mashgiach
of the Mirrer Yeshiva in Brooklyn, Rabbi
Tzvi Hirsch Feldman 7''lll, regarding Chazoras Hashatz.
I had learned in other yeshivas gedolas
prior to studying in the Mirrer Yeshiva.
Whereas in the other yeshivas they davened
Mincha with a "hoicha Kedusha" every day,
in the Mirrer Yeshiva, Mincha was davened
with the seemingly lengthy Chazoras
Hashatz.
I asked the Mashgiach why the Mirrer
Yeshiva included the entire Chazoras
Hashatz if in other yeshivas, haicha
Kedusha sufficed.
The Mashgiach, in his majestic, softspoken manner, answered as follows: In
the early part of the twentieth century, it
was standard practice amongst the yeshivas of Poland and Lithuania to daven Mincha with a simple hoicha Kedusha, perhaps
to conserve time for Torah learning.
However, there came a period of difficulty and turmoil for Kial Yisroel. with
pogroms occurring all too often. At a
meeting of Rashei Yeshiva and Rabbanim,
with the Chafetz Chaim .,..,,, amongst
them, it was decided to institute that all
the yeshivas should daven Mincha with the
full recitation of Chazoras Hashatz- the
additional berachas and Amens would be
a merit and a zechus for the entire com-

full Mincha with Chazoras Hashatz, albeit,
of course, the Chazaras Hashatz that Rabbi
Halberstadt prescribes.
MENDY POLLAK

New York, NY

SMALL RESOLUTIONS,
MAJOR CHANGES
To the Editor:
The article "Tefilla and Teshuva" (Apr.
'02) struck a very soft spot in my heart
when Rabbi Kleinman mentions the fact
that Rabbi Shach suggested to Rabbi Dunner a simple, closely-focused method of
response to our crisis in Klal Yisroel.
Teshuva has always been the call to Yidden during hard times. But the approach
of teshuva as starting with small and simple kabbalas (resolutions)- and that Rav
Shach himself should be mekabel to say
Birchas Hamazon from a Siddur as a step
towards self-improvement-taught me a
profound lesson in teshuva!
The tzarras of the klal and the prat are
totally mind-boggling at this time. When
more than a year ago, we lost) to our utter

shock, one of the most beloved and outstanding girls in our community, Baila
Yitty Kernkraut ;n.>, her friends and relatives knew it was meant to be a time for
changing our lives. The unique organization called Bris Yachad (same initial letters as her name: Baila Yutel) drew over
1,000 members in its first few months,

where each member was mekabel one
small kabbala from a list of suggestions
that Bris Yachad compiled in the areas of
speech, care in 1nitzva observance, tzenius.
In the article, the suggestions given by
Rabbi Kleinman are for men, whereas
those suggested by Bris Yachad are for
women and girls only. With the encouragement of Bris Yachad via their bi-weekly chizuk calls, periodical newsletters and
major public gatherings, members feel the
courage and strength to continue with
their kabbalos. Being part of such a
group gives one a feeling of belonging to
the klaL The power of a tzibbur is enormous! For the benefit of your readers, one
can join Bris Yachadby calling 718-4310857 to enroll as a member.
NAME WITHHELD BY REQUEST

HONORING PARENTS
WHEN NAMING CHILDREN
To the Editor:
Surely, the topic of parent/in-law
relationships is worthy of many an article by the experts who have already
graced your pages with their wisdom on
shalom bayis. The following is but one
area of that relationship that I have personally observed over the last number of
years; an issue that I believe calls for some
additional sensitivity:
How many times have you witnessed
or heard of the following scenes? With

1nunity.

The Mashgiach went on to say that,
notwithstanding the other yeshivas' eventual return to the haicha Kedusha, the Mirrer Yeshiva always continued to abide with
the Chofetz Chaim's resolution, bringing
added zechuyos to Kial Yisroel.
It is surely not my place to suggest any
changes. We look to Gedolei Yisroel to
guide us - and others who are in timepressured circumstances- in how to proceed in regard to our practice of davening Mincha with a hoicha Kedusha vs. the
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from rlre baskomos:.
" ... This book takes a realistic look at what
English studies are supposed to accomplish,
debunks the many myths that have accumu~
lated over the years, and zeroes in on the
goals, keeping our values and Yiddishe
Hashkofos intact and unharmed. It is a must
read for educators and parents alike ... "
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great simcha, the father of a newborn
child is standing - either after his aliya
to the Torah (for a girl) or the bris of his
son - and confers a name upon his child,
"V'yikoray shmo!shma b'Yisroel .. .;'only
to have the jaw of his father/mother or
father-in-law/mother in-law drop to
the floor in utter disbelief upon hearing
the name. Not that there is anything
wrong with their new grandchild's
name. They were simply caught totally
off guard, having expected or assumed
something different.
Indeed, entire sefarim have been written about the whole concept of giving a
name to a Jewish neshaina and how to
appreciate it. There are time-honored minhagim (customs) and many halacha,
hashkafa, and kabbalistic issues to be dealt
with, and I am not advocating parents
imposing their demands or will upon their
children about which name to give their
progeny. (There are enough stories of families being torn apart by these pressures
brought to bear upon couples by parents
of either side- or worse yet, both!) However, fulfilling the mitzva of kibbud av v'eim
(honoring ones parents) is a co1nmon
theme and consideration respected by all.
If naming a child after a deceased relative
is a potential fulfillment of the mitzva to
honor one's parents, then it goes without
saying that this should be a major factor
in the decision-making process. This
issue is magnified when a little forethought

will help one realize the potential agmas
nefesh (anguish) and general ill-feelings
that a surprise will cause.
Nonetheless, the Chazon !sh is quoted as having said that parents must be sensitive not to call their child by a name that
is uncommon and would perhaps cause

discomfort to the child, even though giving that name would involve kibbud av
(Ben Y'chabedAv, by Rabbi Yoe! Schwartz,
ch.2 note 52). This should not be confused
with the parents' not liking a common
name simply because of the way it
sounds. Among other points, this shortsightedness overlooks the fact that v.ith the
passage of time, it will ;i">N be realized that
it is the people themselves who bring beauty to their names. After all, isn't that the
first question we usually think of when
considering nanling a child after someone:
What was the measure of the person who
carried this name in a previous generation?
I am unaware of any traditional source
or basis in halacha or hashkafa for the
practice of the couple's not revealing the
name to anyone ahead of time. It would
seem that even if the child's parents desire
to choose a na1ne outside of the abovementioned guidelines, the avoidance of
shock and disappointment and the potential violation of causing tzaar (pain) to
their parent(s) would take precedence
regardless. In many cases this may not be
very easy or comfortable, but a sensitive
discussion or notification ahead of time

can avoid unpleasant repercussions.
If a young couple has reason to consider names other than those that might
have been expected or hoped for by family, then consultation with a Rav, Rebbe
or Rosh Yeshiva should be in order. Firstly, to determine whether the rationale is
actually justified in light of what has been
discussed here. Secondly, to plan on how
to present their decision to those who
might potentially be hurt by it.
I am writing as one who has witnessed the hurt of others on a number
of such occasions and believes that with
a little foresight, care and understanding, this can be avoided.
Av1 KLEIN
Chicago, IL

THE CHOFETZ CHAIM'S
DISCRETIONARY TIME
To the Editor:
I would like to question Rabbi
Ginzberg in his excellent PostScript in
the Cheshvan issue for the example he
gives to bring out his idea of a modest
resolution. For the Chafetz Chaim
7"i7l::il to learn t\'\'O minutes extra is a
major undertaking. I only wonder how
the Chofetz Chaim ';>"j71llt, who was so
careful with his time, to say the least,
found two extra minutes.
YAAKOV WOLFSON

Lakeivood, NJ

We put the 11 organize 11 into Organizations.
You work tirelessly for Kial Yisroel. You're involved
in raising thousands of dollars each year. Do you
know which of your efforts get the best response?
Which fundraisers are most successful? Which
donors need more attention?
Organizations fro1n coast to coast are discover·
ing V-MANAGER, the most sophisticated
fundraising software system available.
Organize your contribution, pledge, and
billing data. Arrange banquets, journals,
event attendance, mail response tracking,
and more. The educational version prints
report cards and transcripts, tracks tuitions
and scholarships, and manages pledge-to-raise
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requirements - completely integrated with the
fundraising features! With no additional
programming or setup, V-MANAGER gives you
dozens of point-and-click reports, as well as a
complete custom report writer -- allowing you to
get the information you need right now!
Ready to put the "organize" into your organization? The people who depend on you deserve the
bestyoucanoffer: V-MANAGER.
Call us. 773-743-7240 or sales@vmgr.com
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CALL THE AGUDATH ISRAEL OF AMERICA
CONVENTION DESK: 212-797-7380

