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FOOD. 
Eating Disorders are a complex combination of factors 

often arising from long-standing behavioral, emotional, social or 

cultural issues. Recognizing this sometimes life-threatening disorder 

and finding the proper help is crucial to recovery. 

That is why Relief has created a service specifically geared to 

dealing with Eating Disorders. Speak to trained counselors and learn 

about the symptoms, causes and health risks as well as how to find 

treatment. 

Contact Relief's Eating Disorder DirectLine 
today by calling 718.431.9501 and get the 
help and support you need. 

itl E L I E 
TIELIEF is a non-proiit organization which 

I\... provides medical referrals, support and other 

crucial services to persons suffering from mental disorders. 

These services are geared to the frum community with a special 

sensitivity to their unique needs and challenges. 



It costs nothing to ensure your 
child has the best of everything. 
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II PHYSICAL & OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY 

Ill FAMILY AND/OR NUTRITIONAL TRAINING & COUNSELING 
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WITH SHOMER SHABBOS, WARM AND CARING THERAPISTS 

AND PROFESS!ONALS 

At Amerikids, our early intervention programs are more than 
just among the best available in the state, they're also free. 
That means you get the level of professionalism - and 
performance that only one of the state's top healthcare 
providers can deliver, and you get it with no out of pocket 

costtoyou. 
Think about it, a program custom tailored to the unique 

needs of your child and implemented with an eye towards 
your child's future-all delivered in the comfort of your own 
home ... and all for free. And because we're part of the 
Americare Family of Companies - a company with over two 
decades of experience as a leader in healthcare services, you 
know your child is getting the absolute best care possible. 

If your child is between newborn and age three, and 
needs help with talking, walking, feeding, paying attention 
or getting along with others, you may be eligible for our free 
Early Intervention Program. 

Call us today to give your child the best of everything ..• 
today and tomorrow. 

EARLY INTERVENTION PROGRAM 

718-434-3600 ext.3510 

NYC Regional Office: 1100 Coney Island Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11230 Corp. Office: 718-256-6000 Westchester Office: 914-696-3200 www.americareny.com. 
The early intervention program is funded and regulated by the NY State Dept. of Health, and 'in NYC by the NYC Dept. of Mental Health, Mental Retardation and Alcoholism Services. 
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The following article is based on two presentations by 
Rabbi Chaim Dov Keller, Rosh Hayeshiva of Telshe Yeshi
va of Chicago: One, as part of a seminar for mechanchim 
on Churban Europe sponsored by Torah Umesorah's Zechor 

Yemos Olam Program in Chicago during the summer of 
2002; the other, at last year's national convention of 
Agudath Israel of America in Stamford, Connecticut. This 
article was prepared for publication by Isaac Kirzner . 
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Searching for 
Meaning 

in the Maelstrom 
Gaining Strength 

and Faith From the Torah 
Renaissance That Emerged 

From Churban Europe 

I. BEYOND HUMAN COMPREHENSION 

W
e live in very difficult times -
with terrorism, v.rorldwide 
anti-Semitis1n, financial 

instability and personal tragedies 
increasing on a frightening scale. 
Searching for order and purpose in a 
complicated and depressing period of 
history while living through it can be 
compared to searching for meaning in 
the maelstrom, a huge whirlpool off the 
coast of Norway. If you are caught up 
in the maelstrom, there is very 1ittle 
meaning you can find in it. You are help
lessly trapped in a dizzying situation 
over which you have no control. Perhaps 
that itself is a meaning that Hashem is 
conveying to us. When everything 
sec1ns just fine and we are co1npletely 
in control of the situation, He lets us 

Mr. Kirzner of Brooklyn, NY, a 1ncmhcr of The 
J.O.'s management board, edited the English trans
lation (fron1 the French) of Rabbi Eli Munk's The 
Call of the Torah, published by ArtScroll. 

6 

know that it is 
not so: We do not control the world; we 
do not even control our own lives. 

But there the comparison to the 
maelstron1 stops. 1'here is no situation 
of hopelessness. Hashem is in charge. We 
know that in His great mercy and wis
dom, Hashem has a plan for the Jewish 
people and for the world. We know that 
every event in human history, whether 
great or small, leads to an ultimate glo
rious resolution." Kol rna de' avid Rach-
111ana letav avid - Everything that 
Hashem does, He does for the good" 
(Berachos 60b). But how the events to 
which \Ve are witness in our own life
time lead to the geula sheleima (ultimate 
redemption) escapes us. 

To reinforce our faith in Hashgacha 
(Hashenls ongoing involvement in the 
world), let us review the events of Chur
ban Europe and its aftermath. Our 
present difficulties pale into 

insignificance 
compared to that awesome peri

od. Those who lived through it felt they 
were seeing the fulfillment of the terri
fying vision of Avraham Avinu: "And it 
happened, as the sun was about to set, 
a deep sleep fell on Avram; and behold 
- a dread! - a great darkness fell upon 
him" (Bereishis 15,12). The Midrash tells 
us that the four expressions, (1) dread! 
(2) a great (3) darkness (4) fell upon 
him, refer to the four periods of Galus 
that the Jewish people were to endure 
through their painful history: Bavel 
(Babylonia), Madai (Persia), Yavan 
(Greece), and Edom (Rome). (Midrash 
Rabba 44, 17) We are now living through 
Galus Edom, which began with the 
destruction of the Second Beis Hamik
dash by the Roman empire and contin
ues through the present day. The 
Midrash cites Daniel's prophetic vision 
of four fierce beasts, each corresponding 
to one of the Galuyos. The fourth 
beast, far more terrifying and awesome 
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than the others, represents Edom 
(Daniel 7,7). 

During Churban Europe, all those 
evils seemed to have been rolled into one. 
There was terror, darkness, suffering, and 
downfall, and there was no hope and 
absolutely no explanation for what was 
transpiring. A thousand years of Jewish 
life, great yeshivas, Chassidic courts, kehil
los kedoshos (holy communities) were 
destroyed in a few short years. 

II. PATTERNS IN HISTORY 

B
ut the time that has since passed 
gives us a perspective that we did 
not possess earlier. After the 

smoke has subsided, perhaps we can 
begin to perceive the outlines of a pat
tern, a pattern that should inspire 
an1aze1nent and wonder. 

Over 200 years ago, Rabbi Chaim 
Volozhiner said that America would be 
the last station of Torah before the geula 
sheleima, and he burst into tears. The 
author of Nachalas David, Rabbi David 
'fevet was present and asked, "But 
Rebbi, why are you crying?" 

Reb Chaim answered, "Oy, Reb 
David Tevel, you don't know how 
much pain this will involve ... with how 
much suffering, anguish, and shefichas 
damim (bloodshed) this will come 
about .... " We witnessed it. 

When reviewing Megillas father, the 
miracle that transpired in ancient Per
sia seems easy to grasp. But if you would 
have lived through it, and stopped the 
sequence of events at any point, they 
would seem to be almost unrelated - a 
royal celebration, a search for a new 
queen, overheard conspiracies, a terri
ble decree of destruction, inson1nia, con
struction of gallows, and the final glo
rious denouement. Only when you put 
them all together, do you recognize the 
extraordinary miracle that transpired. 

What had begun with Haman's evil 
intent to destroy all the Jews of the Per
sian en1pire resulted in a miraculous 
reversal to the point of" la'Yehudim hoysa 
ora vesimcha - the Jews had light and 
gladness" (Esther 8,16). And with this, 
"kiymu vekiblu ha'Yehudim- they con
firmed that which they had accepted 
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• 
Hashem 's Hashgacha works in inscrutable 

ways, and that which seems to be 

completely bad can be the vehicle for great good 

and serve as the means to achieve it. 

before [on Mount Sinai] ... " ibid9,27). 
From an impending tragedy which 
appeared at the time hopelessly 
unavoidable emerged a new kabbolas 
haTorah, an enthusiastic acceptance of 
Torah, which changed the course of the 
history of the Jewish people. The megilla 
is called "father' because the miracle was 
hidden ( nistar) in what seemed a nat
ural course of events. 1 

The Tochacha Perspective 

• 

W
hat we saw during the period 
of Churban Europe, which 
appeared to us as utter dark

ness and destruction, beyond under
standing, was part of a miraculous nian
ifestation of Hashgacha. And when we 
understand that, we will also understand 
that these were not a series of random 
occurrences, but part of a process of the 
fulfillment of Divine prophecies - as 
harsh as they were - which in themselves 
can give Jews the strength to look for
ward and to hope for the yeshua (sal
vation), which the Nevi'im also foretold. 

Each year, we read with dread the 
Sedros (weekly portions) containing 
the Tochacha (Admonition), the harsh 
punishments foretold in the Torah 
( Vayikra 26 and Devarim 28). And so, 
when some of those fearful things 
actually happen, we should know that 
it is not a rando1n occurrence. Things 
have not spun out of control. Hashem 
had told us in advance that this would 
occur. 
1 Esther 1nin ha Torah 1ninayi11?" Ve'anochi hasteir 
astir panai ... " (Chu/in l39b). 

If we saw "and the land of your ene
n1ies will swallow you," we also saw the 
fulfillment of the promise: "But despite 
all this, while they will be in the land 
of their enemies, I will not despise them 
nor will I reject them to obliterate 
them, to annul My covenant with 
them, for I am Hashem, their G-d" 
( Vayikra 26,44). And perhaps in under
standing this, we can gain son1e per
spective, some powerful tools to navi
gate the stormy, troubled waters in 
which we now find ourselves. 

The mystery of Jewish suffering 
throughout the ages was expressed by 
David Hamelech in the words: "Mish
patecha tehom rabba, Your judgments 
are [like] the great depths of the 
ocean" (Tehillim 36,7). Human 
understanding cannot hope to plumb 
the depths of Hashem's judgments, 
which we witnessed. But we also saw 
"tzidkas'cha keharerei eil, Your right
eousness is like the mighty moun
tains." Our faith in the towering 
righteousness of Hashem, His good
ness and His 1nercy, which were 
obvious in the aftermath of the 
Churban, should give us the strength 
to endure the tehom rabba of His 
judgn1ents. For we survived, as 
Hashem had promised. 

In the Gemora (Megilla 1 la), we find 
that Shmuel used the verse of comfort 
from the Tochacha, cited above, to 
introduce the study of the Megilla. He 
observed that the verse was fulfilled in 
specific periods of Jewish history, when 
Hashem dispatched His shlichim 
(agents) to insure Jewish survival in each 
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generation. Thus, the beginning of the 
verse," I will not despise them," refers to 
the time of the Kasdim (Chaldeans), 
when Hashem's agents were Daniel, 
Chananya, Mishael, and Azarya. This 
was the time of the Caius Bavel, a ter
ribly bitter period for the Jewish peo
ple, but Hashem did not take away the 
ruach hakodesh (holy spirit) that comes 
through the study of Torah. Daniel, 
Chananya, Mishael, and Azarya were 
sent to help us survive. 

The next phrase, "nor will I reject 
the1n," refers to the era of the Greeks, 
'-vhen Hashe1n's agents were Shimon 
Hatzaddik and Matisyahu and his sons, 
the Chashmonaim. 

"To obliterate them," refers to the time 
of Haman in ancient Persia, when 
Mordechai and Esther were charged 
with the Divine mission. The verse con
tinues, "to annul my covenant with 
them, " referring to the time of the 
Romans, when Hashem provided the 
scholars of the School of Rebbi, and the 
sages of subsequent generations. 

Finally, "for I am Hashem, their C-d" 
is a reference to the Time to Come, when 
no nation or people will be able to dom
inate the Jewish people. 

As Ohr Hachaim explains, when 
Hashem assured us that He would not 
despise us and He would not reject us, 
nor would he annul His covenant with 
us- that covenant was the Bris Ha Torah 
which guarantees the survival of the Jew
ish people. Without Torah there is no 
Jewish people, and without the Jewish 
people there is no Torah. The fact that 
Hashem never abrogated the Bris 
HaTorah was manifest in every gener
ation by His dispatching wise and 
righteous people to ensure our salvation 
through Torah. He never abandoned us, 
nor will He. 

III. PREPARING THE WAY 

Rl
amban calls Sefer Shemos, "Sefer 
Hagalus Vehageula- The Book of 
he Exile and the Redemption." 

The Book begins with a listing of the 
names of the Children of Israel who 
came to Mitzrayim (Egypt), concluding 
with, "And Yoseif was in Mitzrayint'' 
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(Shemos 1,5). One of the messages of 
that statement is that the Jewish people 
were able to survive that galus because 
Yoseif was in Mitzrayim. The Shela 
HaKadosh explains that by having come 
to Mitzrayim in advance, Yoseif prepared 
the way by introducing a force for moral 
strength in that land of immorality. In 
effect, he defeated the Sar shel Mitzray
im (the heavenly being that ruled the 
destiny of Egypt), thus ensuring that 
when the children of Yaakov would 
come, they would not be swallowed up 
by the culture of that decadent society. 

Yoseif himself said as much when he 
revealed himself to his brothers: "And 
G-d bas sent me ahead of you to insure 
your survival in the land and to sustain 
you for a great deliverance" (Bereishis45, 
7). By then, Yoseif understood his mis
sion in going down to Mitzrayim, 
although at the time of his arrival, he 
had no way of understanding what was 
happening to him, or why. 

Yoseif continued, "And now, it was 
not you who sent me here, but 
Hashem; He has set n1e as a father to 
Pharaoh, and as a master of his entire 
household, and as a ruler in the entire 
Land of Mitzrayim." 

On the surface, Yoseif was talking 
about sustaining the Jews in a time of 
famine. But the Shela Hakadosh says that 
their ability to survive Caius Mitzrayim 
was dependent on much more than 
material sustenance. Their moral and 
ethical survival was secured by the pat
tern of behavior that Yoseif had estab
lished there - behavior that became a 
model and a guideline for subsequent 
generations. By resisting the seductions 
of Potifar's wife when alone in Mitzray
im, Yoseif triumphed over the Sar shel 
Mitzrayim. That spiritual victory earned 
Yoseifhis designation as Yoseif Hatzad
dik, and he became Hashem's agent to 
rule over Mitzrayim. And the power of 
that victory gave the Jewish people the 
strength to leave Mitzrayim in triumph 
(beyad ramma), as well as to survive 
other galuyos yet to come. 

Another observation about that first 
galus. When Yaakov prepared to leave his 
home for Mitzrayim, "He sent Yehuda 
before him to Yoseif, to show the way 

·---·----

ahead of him to Goshen" (Bereishis 
46,28). Rashi cites the Midrash that 
Yehuda was directed to establish a Beis 
Talmud (House of Study). Yaakov 
understood that surviving the challenges 
of Mitzrayim required a yeshiva. This, 
too, was a factor in Klal YisroeI's survival 
through the galuyos that lay ahead. 

The First Torah Scholars In Bavel 

T
his pattern obtained in subse
quent galuyos. The last king in 
Yerushalayim before Caius Bavel 

was Tzidkiyahu, who reigned for eleven 
years before Nevuchadnetzar broke 
through the city walls and destroyed the 
Beis Hamikdash. But Tzidkiyahu was not 
the first king to be taken to Bavel in 
chains. The previous king, Yehoyachin, 
was taken into captivity by Nevuchad
netzar's armies, together with the royal 
household, his army, and one thousand 
Torah scholars, referred to as "hecharash 
vehamasgeir" (Melachim II 2.4,16). 

The Cemora (Cittin Sia and San
hedrin 38a) points out that Hashem 
caused the final destruction ofYerusha
layim under Tzidkiyahu to occur two 
years before originally decreed. This has
tening of the calamity was an act of 
charity to the Jewish people (see Daniel 
9,14). Rashi explains that Hashem thus 
ensured that the Torah scholars of 
Yehoyachin's exile would still be alive in 
Bavel to teach those who followed 
them. They followed the pattern set by 
Yehuda, who had prepared the way in 
Goshen in that initial galus. 

The Faur Captives 

A
nother example of key individ
uals' preparing for the migration 
of later exiles is the episode of the 

Four Captives, which occurred some 
time after the destruction of the Second 
Beis Hamikdash, as is recorded in Sefer 
Hakabbala. While small communities of 
Jews could be found in other places, 
none rivaled the Torah scholarship 
found in Bavel. Yet, Torah knowledge in 
Bavel was already in decline. Four lead
ing gedolim (eminent Torah scholars) of 
Bavel were passengers on a ship that was 
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captured by pirates in the Mediterranean 
Sea. One was Rabbeinu Shemaryahu, 
who was ransomed by the Jewish com
munity of Alexandria, Egypt, and 
became its leader. Rabbeinu Chushiel 
was put ashore near Morocco, where he 
began the building of the great Torah 
centers of North Africa. Rabbeinu 
Moshe and his son Rabbeinu Chanoch 
were brought to Spain. Both were ran
somed by the Jews of Cordova, trigger
ing the growth of a great Torah center 
there. (The fourth is unknown.) And so, 
through the mercy of Hashem, the 
pending decline of Bavel was offset by 
the building of Torah in new places on 
an expanded scale. 

IV. THE REBUILDING OF TORAH 
AFTER THE CHURBAN 

T
his pattern was repeated in our 
own generation. Sadly, we saw the 
fulfillment of Hashem's words to 

Moshe: "And it shall be that ... great evils 
and troubles will overtake them" 
(Devarim 31,21 ). But we also saw the 
realization of the other words in the 
same verse: " ... the Torah will not be 
forgotten from the mouths of their chil
dren." We have witnessed this in our own 
days - in America, in Bretz Yisroel, in 
England, as well as in other parts of the 
world. 

Nothing that I write here is really 
new. But because it is so well known, we 
tend not to understand it. Before 1nen
tioning only a few of the many agents 
that Hashem dispatched to achieve the 
fulfillment of His promise, I should 
emphasize that when we speak of Chur
ban Europe; we arc speaking of a gen
eration of kedoshim, who sacrificed their 
lives, and we are speaking of a genera
tion who were mekadeish Hashem in 
their lifetimes by carrying out the mis
sion with which Hashe1n entrusted 
them. The unique individuals who 
arrived before, during, and after World 
War II cherished what had been 
destroyed, and recognized that it was 
their sacred duty to rebuild. They were 
not willing to accept anything less than 
restoration of the study and observance 
of Torah to the same level as that which 
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had been lost, to the extent that was 
humanly possible. There were so many 
that it would be impossible to even think 
of beginning to catalog all of their great 
names. I tremble at the thought that 
on1issions may be misunderstood as an 
insensitivity to their greatness. 

America 

I
n America, the process of preparing 
the ground in advance began almost 
a hundred years ago. When the first 

THE VORT 

• The Vort celebration is to be 
discontinued. The L'chaim (held at 
the time that the engagement is 
announced) should also not turn into a 
Vort. 

THE WEDDING 

• Only 400 invited guests may be 
seated at the chassuna seuda. 

• The kabbolas panim smorgasbord 
should be limited to basic cakes, fruit plat
ters, a modest buffet, and the caterer's 
standard chicken or meat hot dishes. 

"forah pioneers caine to An1erica, they 
found a land where Torah was virtual
ly non-existent, a land itnmersed in 
n1atcrialisn1, a spiritual wilderness. Reb 
Shraga Feivel Mendclo\vitz arrived on 
these shores in 1913. After several years 
in Scranton, Pennsylvania, and Con
necticut, he was called to Yeshiva Torah 
Vodaath in Brooklyn in the 1920s, later 
founded Torah Umesorah, and has 
been called the father of chinuch (Torah 
education) in An1erica. 

He founded the Mesivta high 

• The menu for the seuda is limited to 3 
courses followed by a regular dessert. 

• No Viennese table and no bar. 

THE MUSIC 
• A band may consist of a maximum of 
5 musicians (one of the musicians may act 
as a vocalist) or four musicians and one 
additional vocalist. 

• A one-man band is recommended. 

FLOWERS & CHUPA DECOR 

• The total cost of these items for the entire 
wedding should not exceed $1,800. 

FOR THE FULL VERSION OF THE SIMCHA GUIDELINES 
AND THE ACCOMPANYING KOL KOREH, 

please email info@simchaguidelines.com or call 212-612-2300 

We the rabbinical signatories - barring familial obligations - and unusual and 
extraordinary circumstances - will not participate in or attend a wedding celebration that 
disregards these guidelines. (Rabbinical Listing in formation) 

Rabbi Shmuel Birnbaum 
Roih Hayeshiva, Mirer Yeshwa 

Rabbi Elya Svei 
Rosh Hayeshiva, Yeshiva Gedo/a of Philodelphia 

Rabbi Shmuel Kaminetzky 
Rosh Hayf'Shiva, Yeshiva Gedof;i of Philadelphia 

Rabbi Yaakov Perlow 
Novominsker Rebbe 

Rabbi Eli Simcha Schustal 
Rosh Ha)'l'slwa, Ba is Binyomin, Stamford 

Rabbi Visroel Rokowsky 
Rabbi Yisroel Simcha Schorr 
Roshei Ha Yeshiva, Ye>hiva Ohr Somayad1 

Rabbi Aryeh Malkiel Kotler 
Rosli Hayeshiva, Beth Medraih Govoha, Lakewood 

Rabbi Elya Ber Wachtfogel 
Rmh Ha Yeshiva, Yeshiva Gedo/ch of 

South Fallsburg 

Rabbi Chaim Boruch Wolpin 
Rosh Hayeshiva, Yeshiva Karlin Stolin 

Rabbi Zecharia Gelley 
Rav, Kha! Adas Jeshurun 

Rabbi Yisroel Tzvi Neuman 
Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak Feigelstock R0>h "'r"h'"· '"h Med,.,h Go~h•. ''''~"d 
Rosh Hay€Sh1va, Ye>hiva of long Beach 

Rabbi Lipa Margulies 
Rosh Ho yeshiva, Ye>hiva & Meiifta Torah Temimah 

Rabbi Dovid Kviat 
Rabbi Moshe Wolfson 
Mashgiach, Yeshiva Torah VmiMs 

Rabbi Aron Moshe Schechter 
Rosh Hayeshiva, Yeshiva Chaim Berlin 

Rabbi Yosef Rosenblum 
Rosh Hayeshiva, Yeshiva Shaarei Yosher 

Rabbi Dovid Tzvi Schustal 
Rosh Ha yeshiva, Beth Medrash Govoha, Lakewood 

Chairman, Conference of Synagogue Rabbonim 
of Aguda1h Israel 

Rabbi Yeruchem Olshin Rabbi Shlomo Mandel 
Rosh Hayeihiva, Beth Medrash Govoha, Lakewood Rosh Ha yeshiva, Yeshiva of Brooklyn 

Rabbi Mattisyahu Salamon Rabbi Ephraim Wachsman 
Ma>hgiach, Beth Medrash Govoha, Lakewood Rosh Ha yeshiva, Mesivta Meor Yitzchok 
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school in Torah Vodaath and later 
added on a beis midrash. He suc
ceeded in engaging Rabbi David Lei
bowitz as Rosh Hayeshiva from .1926 
to 1933, who then founded Yeshiva 
Chafetz Chaim, now flourishing in 
Queens. Reb Shraga Feivel brought 
Rabbi Shlomo Heiman from Bara
novitch, who served as Rosh Hayeshi
va until his passing in 1944, and then 
engaged Rabbi Reuvain Grozovsky 
and Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky. By 
the time those fleeing the destruction 
of World War II arrived, they found 
a Jewish community able to receive 
them. 

In 1937, Mr. Mendelowitz (as he 
preferred to be addressed) had sent 
some students to Europe - foremost 
among them, Rabbi Gedalya Schorr 
- to draw from its wellsprings of 
Torah knowledge and spirit. Other 
Americans had also gone to Eastern 
Europe to study in yeshivos during 
the 30s - including Rabbi Mordechai 
Gifter, Rabbi Yehuda Davis, Rabbi 
Avigdor Miller, and Rabbi Nosson 
Wachtfogel - and returned to make 
their mark on American Torah life. 
Great Roshei Yeshiva came to Amer-

ica during the decade before World War 
II - such men as Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, 
who became the poseik hador, Rabbi 
Yaakov Yitzchak Ruderman, who found
ed Yeshivas Ner Yisroel in Baltimore, 

Rabbi Elya Meir Bloch 

Rabbi Yitzchak Hutner, who built up 
Mesivta Rabbi Chaim Berlin, and Rabbi 
Avrohom Kalmanowitz, who brought 
over the Mirrer Yeshiva to these shores. 
Rebbetzin Vichne Kaplan, who came 
during that period, revolutionalized 
chinuch habanos by founding the Bais 
Yaakov movement here. Rabbi Aaron 
Kotler said regarding Rebbetzin Kaplan 
that were it not for her, it would be 
impossible to have kollelim in America, 
for who would marry the b'nei Torah? 

With the onset of the War, the small 
stream widened. It is not possible in this 
limited space to do justice to all of the 
courageous Torah visionaries Hashem 
brought to our shores. Mentioning a few 
names can indicate the blessing that was 
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Rabbi Aharon Kotler 

given to this barren land. Among the 
great luminaries of those early years were 
Rabbi Aharon Kotler, Rabbi Elya Meir 
Bloch, the Satmar Rav, the Klausen
berger Rebbe, and the Bobover Rebbe. 
When these heads of yeshivas and great 
Chassidic leaders came, Mr. Mende
lowitz was there to assist them. 

Rabbi Aharon Kotler introduced 
the kollel concept as a way of life. As 
the Brisker Rav said, "Hashem did us 
a great kindness by sparing Reb 
Aharon." Before Reb Aharon came to 
America, the idea of young men 
devoting themselves to Torah study 
after marriage was considered out
landish. Because of the efforts of this 
one inspired man, it has now become 
the standard, resulting in generations 
of Torah scholars. As soon as Reb 
Aharon amved in America, he devot
ed himself fully to saving the Jews of 
Europe. He then established Beis 
Medrash Govoha in Lakewood, 
whose talmidim established yeshiv
os andkollelim all over America. He 
- in close association with Rabbi 
Reuvain Grozovsky- was the activist 
behind Agudas Yisroel, and fought 
many battles for the honor of Torah, 
all the while immersed in Torah 
study. 

*** 
When Rabbi Elya Meir Bloch and 

his brother-in-law, Rabbi Chaim 
Mordechai Katz, came to the United 
States, in 1941, they called a meeting 
of Telshe alumni in the Broadway 
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Central Hotel in downtown Manhat
tan for the purpose of opening a Telshe 
Yeshiva in An1erica. Reb Elya Meir said, 
"You view us as refugees in flight for our 
lives." He then referred to lhe story of 
Yonasan, son of Shaul, who arranged 
a signal with David to warn him of 
Shaul's fury. Yonasan would shoot 
three arrows and then send a boy to 
fetch them, "If! say to the boy, 'Behold, 
the arrows are beyond you,' then go, for 
this is a signal that Hashem has sent you 
away" (Shmuel I 20,22). Yonasan chose 
the word "Ieich" (go), not "berach" 
(flee). David was not running away. He 
was sent on a niission as directed by 
Hashen1. ''By the same token," Reh Elya 
Meir emphasized, "we're not refugees. 
We have been sent on a shlichus (mis
sion) from Hashem to build Torah in 
America." Eventually, he and Reh Mot
te/ founded the Telshe Yeshiva in Cleve
land, which now has offshoots in 
Chicago and Riverdale. 

In the manuscript of one of his shi
urim, he apologizes for not having 
investigated a particular issue as much 
as he would have liked. He explains that 
"just t1vo hours ago, I heard of the loss 
of my loved ones" - the death of his wife 
and children, his brother, and the 
destruction of the Te/she Yeshiva. He 
continues: "If somebody will ever read 
these words, I ask hi1n not to think that 
I'm an unfeeling person, even though 
I am writing Torah after hearing this 
news. In the first place, it had already 
entered my n1ind that this had hap
pened. Besides, I feel that this is not a 
time when a person can worry about his 
own problems. The first order of busi
ness has to be eisek haTorah - engage
ment in the profound study of Torah. 
Of what consequence are the problems 
of the individual compared to the 
needs of the kl al (community)? This is 
a ti1ne to build." 

*** 
The Satmar Rav got out from 

under the noses of the Nazis, with sto
ries of nissim. The same is true of the 
survival of the Bobover Rebbe, the 
Vizhnitzer Rebbe, Rabbi Yonoson 
Shteif and Rabbi Joseph Breuer. Each 
escaped with nothing except deter-
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mination, and went on to build great 
mosdos - thriving institutions and 
communities. lt\lhen the Satmar Rav 
arrived in America, by the first Rosh 
Hashana, he had seventy people. 
Today, Satmar mosdos serve many, 
many thousands. 

* * * 
The Klausenberger Rebbe spent 

the war years in the camps, carrying 
sacks of concrete while reviewing 
entire volumes of the Talmud by 
heart. He gave courage to his fellow 
prisoners, people who were very far 
from the traditional congregants of 
his home town, serving as a father to 
them. He stayed on in the DP camps 
after the war to help rehabilitate 
them; only when they were settled did 
he come to America. He then imme
diately embarked on rebuilding the 
Klausenberger court and its mosdos 
of Torah in the Williamsburg section 
of Brooklyn, subsequently in Union 
City NJ, and Netanya in Eretz Yisroel. 
All of these pioneers started in a new 

land with essentially nothing - except 
siyata deShemaya (the help of Heaven) 
and their dedication to the task of 
rebuilding Torah. 

The survival of the entire Mirrer 
Yeshiva, later transplanted to Amer
ica and Eretz Yisroel, was an obvious 
miracle from Hashem. There was an 
extraordinary window of opportunity 
in Lithuania from October I 939 to 
June 1940, when the Germans were 
poised on one side, threatening death, 
and the Russians on the other side, 
threatening spiritual destruction. It 
was then that the Russians turned the 
city of Vilna over to Lithuania, and 
the Polish border was opened. Dur
ing that brief time, 20,000 Jewish 
refugees came to Vilna, of which 2500 
were from various yeshivas. Through 
the mercy o/Hashem, manygedolim 
used Vilna as their launching pad to 
obtain visas to the free world and thus 
escape the war zone. 

Miraculously, the entire Mirrer 
Yeshiva, 250 stron~ escaped com
pletely from under the shadow of the 
Nazis and the Communists, and ulti
mately found a haven in Shanghai. 

CH 
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Upon arrival, they found the mag
nificent Bais Aharon Synagogue in 
the middle of the business district of 
downtown Shanghai, an institution 
that Sefardi Jews had built, which at 
that time was used primarily for Min
cha services. It was essentially empty, 
waiting for its new occcupants, with 
a dining room large enough to 
accommodate 250 people. 

Thousands of talmidim of the 
Mirrer Yeshiva in America andEretz 
Yisroel, as well as of many other 
yeshivos, are the direct beneficiaries 
of what was preserved by theirroshei 
yeshivos and rabbeim who were of 
that select group in Shanghai. 

Eretz Yisroel 

T
he Yishuv Hayashan (old settle
ment of chareidim) in Eretz Yis
roel had served as an unbroken 

link with the distant past. But in the 
1930s, the Yishuv was under siege. The 
new wave of Socialistic and secular Zion
ism was attempting to redefine Judais1n 
as a nationalistic concept, threatening to 
reduce Torah to a cultural curiosity. The 
current expansion of the Torah world 
there bad already began with the arrival 
of Rabbi Eliezer Shulevitz in Eretz Yis
roel in l 922, when he laid the ground
work for the founding of the Lomza 
Yeshiva in Petach Tikva (1924). And 

Yes/iivn5 Mir in S/umglwi 

Rabbi Isser Zahnan Meltzer arrived from 
Slutzk, Russia, to head Yeshiva Eitz 
Chaim in 1923. In addition, the Alterof 
Slobodka (Rabbi Nosson Tzvi Finkel) 
established his yeshiva in Chevron in 
1924. After the Arab massacre there in 
1929, the yeshiva relocated in Yerusha
layim, where it is still thriving. 

The Chazon /sh (Rabbi Avraham 
Yeshaya Karelitz) came to Eretz Yisroel 
in 1933. The first question he asked 
when he stepped off the boat was not, 
"lVhere am I going to sleep tonight?"; 
but, '"What are local practices regard
ing terumos and maaseros (tithes)?" He 
understood that Hashem had sent him 
to Bretz Yisroel for a purpose, and he 
immediately set about guiding agri-
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cultural activities on a solid halacha 
basis. He became the patron of yeshiv
os throughout the land, and was the 
architect of Bnei Brak, as an Jr Torah 
- a City of Torah. When Ben Gurion 
decided to discuss religious conflicts 
stem1ning from policies of the new 
State, he went to the Chazon !sh. The 
Chazon !sh told him, "When a full 
wagon and an empty wagon are on a 
collision course, the full wagon takes 
precedence. Our wagon is full with our 
historic legacy, while yours is empty." 

If the Chazon Ish was the architect 
of Torah in Bnei Brak, the Ponevezher 
Rav (Rabbi YoseifKahaneman) was the 
builder of Torah in Bnei Brak and other 
cities. The Ponevezher Rav had come to 
Eretz Yisroel in 1940. The inspiration 
to establish a yeshiva came to him at the 
height of the war, when General Rom-
1nel was leading the 1\lazi armies across 
North Africa to the boundaries of 
Bretz Yisroel. The Rav lay in Jerusalem, 
stricken with a serious throat ailment. 
Doctors had given him strict orders not 
to speak, but news of Nazi atrocities did 
not allow him to remain silent. The Rav 
forced himself into a sitting position, 
and - in a voice faint, yet conveying 
spiritual strength - said, "The Lithuan
ian peasant is lazy by nature, but when 
harvest time comes, he becomes invig
orated. And when he sees clouds on the 
horizon, the thought of his crop being 
ruined by rain sends a sudden burst of 
energy through his bones. One can 
hardly recognize the lazy farmer of yes-

The Jewish Observer, December 2003 



The C/111zo11 !sh, with R11hbi Eliyahu Eliczer Dess/er 

terday." In a voice charged with emo
tion, the Ponevezher Rav continued, 
"Noiv is the time. I 1vill irnn1ediately 
begin the task of reesta/Jlishing the Pon
evezher Yeshiva in Bnei Brak. Storrn 
clouds hang overhead. There is no 
tin1e to waste. We 1nu5t act now." 

Son1e in the room protested, "Pon
evezher Rav, are you making a yeshi
va while Romine! is invading?" 

He replied, "That's when we have to 
build Torah!" 

And so he started - with five 
talrnidirn. 

On another occasion, when he was 
describing his ambitious plans for 
rebuilding all the yeshivas of Lithuania, 
his listeners told hiln, "Ponevezher 
Rav, you're dreaniing!" 

He answered, "True, I am dreaming, 
but I'm not sleeping." 
The Jewish population grew dra

matically in the mid-40s as a result of 
the horrific events in Europe, but the 
charcidin1 were in danger of being over
whelmed by the new forces. Miracles 
were needed - and Hashem provided 
them. From the charnel house of 
Europe can1e visionary leaders and 
builders like the Chebiner Rav, the Imrei 
Emes, the Reis Yisroel, and Reb Arele 
Belzer. Members of the Mirrer Yeshiva 
ca1ne to Eretz Yisroel fron1 Shanghai after 
the war, to be led by Rabbi Lazer Yudel 
Finkel and Rabbi Chaim Shmulevitz. 

And who can describe the tremen
dous effect of Torah giants like the 
Brisker Rav, who escaped \vith nissiln 
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from the Nazis, stood at the helm of the 
battles for clear Dans Torah, and reestab
lished, \Vith a sn1all group of tahnidin1, 
that which is today the cro\vning glory 
of the Brisker yeshivos? How can one 
assess the awesorne in1pact on the 
Torah world made by Harav Elazar 
Shach and the Steipler, who later 
became the recognized leaders of the 
Olam Ha Torah after the Chazon lsh and 
the Brisker Rav? 

England 

F
or hundreds of years, England was 
a Jewish backwater. Torah presence 
was minimal. But the Hashgacha that 

brought Torah visionaries to An1erica and 
Eretz Yisroelwas also active here, at the edge 
of the abyss that was Europe. Rabbi 
Eliyahu Eliezer Dessler came to England 
in 1925 as a private rebbi. With the 
approach of the Churban, he turned into 
a different person. He built the Gateshead 
Ko/lei, an institution that was destined to 
energize rlbrah observance in the entire 
country and to provide Rabbanim, 
Dayanin1 and Roshei Yeshiva for Western 
Europe after the war. It also spawned the 
founding of the Gateshead Yeshiva and 
the other outstanding Gateshead 
institutions. 

The Hashgacha also brought Rabbi 
Moshe Schneider (who established a 
high-level yeshiva in London), Rabbi 
Yechezkel Abramsky, Rabbi Eliyahu 
Lopian, Rabbi Leib Lopian, and Rabbi 
Leib Gurwicz to England. Through the 

Reh Shraga Fcivcl J\1cndclowitz 

efforts and impact of these gedolim, Eng
land bccan1e an achsanyr1 shel Torah) host 
to 'Jbrah institutions. 

Rabbi Dess/er 1vrites to his children, 
as reco1·ded in Michtav Me'Eliyahu: 
"You should knoiv that we're living in 
a time of churban. Even though the pic
ture of that tremendously rich past of 
ours is still alive, and we see it before 
our eyes, it's not there. The spiritual 
wealth that we had has left us. The pres
ent is empty. The wealth of the yeshi
va, that true aspiration for gadlus 
(greatness in Torah learning), that 
lomdus (scholarly depth), that yiras 
Shamayim (piety), that hartzigkeit 
(warmth)- they're gone. The kedoshim 
are gone. The kedusha went with them. 
What should we do noiv? Should 1-ve kill 
within ourselves those sparks oflife that 
are left? No! No! No! By no means!" 

And so he emphasized his unshak
able comn1itment to rebuilding that 
which had been destroyed. He said 
that maybe we could still bring back 
the kedusha. If we truly feel that we 
can, then we have not died. If we can 
resuscitate that longing for life, then 
we're alive. 

V. DIVINE BLESSINGS AFTER 
THE DESTRUCTION 

W
hen one considers all of the 
individual circumstances that 
brought these great men to 

America, Bretz Yisroel and England, one 
is forced to conclude that a tremendous 
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siyata d'Shmaya (Divine assistance) 
was involved - on a global scale. Hashem 
demonstrated after the Mabul (flood of 
Noach) that He does not want the 
destruction of the world that He creat
ed. And so He blessed the rejuvenation 
oflife on earth. Ch urban Europe was the 
Mabul of our day. We are the benefici
aries of the subsequent blessing. We need 
only look to see it. 

We are not dealing here merely with 
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14 

mlot himluf~~ 
I CONFIDOOIAL HOTLINll 
I Pamit Support Groups 
I YeshivaLiaison 
I ll-Mail Support Group 
I Sibling Support Groups 
I STARR ·Female Si'bling Program 
I Private Consultation 
I Refmals to Professionals a 

Organizations 
I liducalional Fonuns on Amness 

a period of reconstruction. In the 
strictest sense, European Jewry was 
never reconstructed. What we have 
witnessed in our time is an historic ful
fillment of the Divine havtacha (prom
ise) to transplant and enhance Torah, in 
certain ways even surpassing what was 
in Europe. 

In the period before the First World 
War, the Chofetz Chaim spoke of the 
yerida (decline) of Torah study and liv
ing in Europe'. Then World War I 
wrought havoc with all the commu
nities of Europe, followed by a down
ward spiral of Yiddishkeit between the 
two wars. Yes, the yeshivas blossomed. 
The numbers of talmidim (students), 
however, were smal1, and in no way 
comparable to the numbers we have 
today. 

Yet the eichus (quality) was impres
sive, producing genuine gedolim 
(giants of Torah scholarship and lead
ership). Our generation has yetto wit
ness similar eichus of Torah greatness. 
In kammus (quantity) - the large 
numbers of b'nei Torah - pre-War 
Europe paled by comparison with 
what now exists in Bretz Yisroel and 
America. 

Between the wars in Europe, the 
prestige of the ben Torah had sunk very 
low. The fact that so many b'nei Torah 
married late was a symptom of this 
condition. Nobody wanted to take a 
ben Torah! In our tin1es, the conditions 
have become totally reversed. A young 
man in the chareidi con1munity seek
ing to get married today feels social 
pressure to identify himself with con
tinued Torah learning. 

Not only was Torah transplanted 
from Europe to A1nerica and Bretz Yis
roel, but there was a tremendous 
upsurge in kevod haTorah (the honor 
of Torah). In terms of numbers, 
Europe had no yeshiva comparable to 
Ponevezh or Mir in Eretz Yisroel, or 
Lakewood in America, with their 
thousands of talmidim. One would 
have to go back to Talmudic times to 
find numbers and kevod ha Torah com-

2 This was published in his Sefer Chomas HaDas. 
See "A Tin1c to Build," J() May '02 for a full quo~ 
tation. 

parable to what exists today. 
And who ever encountered a baa[ 

teshuva in Poland? Now, thankfully, 
people are returning to Torah in great 
numbers. Even people who had no 
connection to Torah are "returning." 
This trend has been accompanied and 
nourished by an explosive growth in 
Jewish publishing. Torah learning has 
been made available in every language, 
and in forms that are accessible to 
every aspiring student. 

When you put all these pieces of the 
jigsaw puzzle together and recognize 
what has emerged from the Churban, 
it contributes in some measure to alle
viate the nagging doubts raised by that 
period of history. The downward spi
ral of the abanddonment of Torah was 
reversed, and we are perhaps beginning 
to catch a glimmer of Hashem's plan. 

Ramban (end of Parshas Bo) dis
tinguishes between a nes nistar and a 
nes nigla - a hidden miracle and one 
that departs from the laws of nature. 
However, when a nes nistar occurs with 
the entire nation, it becomes a nes 
mefursam (an obvious miracle). This 
does not make it into a nes galuy (open 
miracle), such as the miracles of the 
Ten Plagues in Mitzrayim, but it is nev
ertheless a miracle that can be recog
nized by all. We are dealing here with 
nothing less than a nes, an obvious 
manifestation of Hashgochas Hashem 
(Divine Providence), the likes of 
which has not been seen for, literally, 
centuries. 

VI. VIEWING THE ENTIRE TAPESTRY 

T
o each Jew who survived the 
Churban of Europe, we could 
apply the words of Akdomus, "If 

all the seas would be filled with ink ... ;' 
it would be impossible to transcribe 
what that one person went through -
the humiliation, the despair, and the 
miracles. The pain was unbearable, but 
in spite of this and in many cases, 
davka because of these trials, many 
experienced tre1nendous chizzuk, and 
einerged to new greatness. 

If this can be said about individu
als, what should we say when we scan 
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the entire wondrous picture of the 
emergence of Torah after the Ch urban? 

Looking closely at sections of a tap
estry, one's view is li1nited, but when 
one steps back, one can appreciate the 
entire picture. And so it is when we 
look back from the vantage point of 60 
years of Jewish history, we may be 
te1npted to focus on individual, seem
ingly unrelated events. But when we 
piece it all together, the overwhelming, 
breathtaking panorama of what has 
happened becomes evident. While the 
pattern is clearest in A1nerica, Bretz Yis
roel, and England, the growth and 
intensification of Torah Judaism is a 
worldwide phenomenon. We see it in 
Australia and South Africa, Western 
Europe, South America, even in the 
former Soviet Union. Before the bi' as 
Go'eil (the coming of the Redeemer), 
there must still be a fulfillment of those 
momentous words: "And the glory of 
Hashem shall fill the entire world." Till 
the light of the Shechina (Divine Pres
ence) emanates from the Beis Hamik
dash, that holy light has been and will 
continue to be spread throughout the 
world by Kial Yisroel and the Torah in 
Gal us. 

VII. LIGHT FROM DARKNESS 

W
hat conclusions can we draw 
from all this? What lessons 
can we glean for our own 

troubled times? Moshiach has still not 
arrived. We are still in an eis tzora, in 
troubled times. But we must under
stand that we are in the middle of a 
process. We know that the final 
redemption will surely come. We have 
no idea of when or how it will come 
about. But this we do know; Hashem's 
Hashgacha works in inscrutable ways, 
and that which seems to be complete
ly bad can be the vehicle for great good 
and serve as the n1eans to achieve it. 

lf we were complacent about our 
material prosperity) and smug about our 
spiritual attainments, Hashem is send
ing us a message to arouse us fron1 our 
torpor. He is letting us know that we are 
not in control, and that we have to take 
control, so to speak, by asking ourselves 
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Ponevezher Rav, Rab/Ji Yoseif Ka/ianeman 

what is really important in our lives: 
What does Hashem want from us, and 
what do we want from our children? 

And we have to be n':>>~n':>n':>1NllDlP 
(follow recounting redemption with 
prayer). When we recite the beracha of 
"':>N11'1'':>Nl" and give thanks to Hashem 
for redeeming us from Egypt, we have 
to follow it immediately with tefilla. 
For from realization that Hashem 
saved us fron1 what seemed like inex
orable servitude, we can put our faith 
and our trust in Him, and pray for 
future salvation. 

If in our days we witnessed the res
cue of our people from complete 
annihilation and saw a spiritual ren
aissance emerge from the ashes of an 
awesome cataclysm, we can hope and 
we must pray that He will in His infi
nite mercy save us from our present 
difficulties. Let us strengthen our tefil
los for Acheinu kol Bais Yisroel hanes
sunim betzara. And let us hope that, 
speedily in our days, we will be zocheh 
to,,,.,, 11'~ ':>v vm11N, and that then we 
will understand how that light came 
from the darkness which we suffered 
for these long millennia. • 
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Our current gth grade has baruch Hashem enjoyed extraordinary success. 
Applications .for gth and 1 O'h grade are now being accepted for Elul 5764. 

llanhala 
Rabhi Yaakov Licht Rabbi Binyomin Hierenbel'CJ Rabbi Moshe Youn9 

1951 New Central Avenue, Lakewood, NJ 08701 
732·367·2880 • Fax 732-364-5258 
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A HISTORICAL RETROSPECT 

Rabbi Ychuda Hcschel J.evcnberg':r::1t 

M
ably, there are more places of 
ah study in contemporary 
erica than in any other coun

try in all of history, except modern-day 
Israel. Among these are quality yeshivas 
from coast to coast. But this has not always 
been the case. There was a time, not long 
ago, when the U.S. was a Torah wasteland, 
with nary an institution of higher learn
ing. And then there arose men of vision 
who abhorred the void and bucked the 
tide by establishing academies where the 
new generation of American Torah lead
ers would study. It is no secret that Cleve
land is, and for a long time has been, 
home to a vibrant, active Jewish com
munity and to its vibrant yeshiva- Telshe. 
But few American Jews would be able to 
name another historically influential 
Jewish institution of higher learning 
that resided in Cleveland for several years. 
There is one that should be cited, but sel
dom is. 

Upon moving to Cleveland in 1992, I 
was piivileged to meet one of Cleveland's 
hidden treasures, Rabbi Meyer Zanitsky, 
., .. ,,,. A walking encyclopedia of Jewish 
knowledge, he often spoke lovingly about 
the "Yeshiva of New Haven" in Cleveland, 
-·----~~~--~~ 

Rabbi Zivotofsky lives in Beit Shemesh, fron1 
where he writes widely on Jewish topics. His last 
appearance in these pages was "Living the Law," 
(Dec.'02) together with Ari Greenspan. 

-------------
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Ari Z. Zivotofsky 

From New Haven ... 
and Cleveland 

where he had studied, and about his rebbe 
and role model from there. Fearing to 
appear ignorant, I regrettably never 
inquired into this yeshiva that had relo
cated to Cleveland in the I 930s, when 
Rabbi Zanitzsky was a student there. After 
Rabbi Zanitsky's passing several years ago, 
I decided to honor his memory by learn
ing inore about this institution and his 
rebbe who led it. 

It was not the first elementary yeshi
va in the U.S .. That distinction belongs 
to Minchat Areb Yeshiva, which was 
opened in the 1750s by members of Con
gregation Shearith Israel, the Spanish and 
Portuguese Synagogue of New York. But 
an advanced yeshiva did not exist until 
l 896, when the Rabbi Yitzchak Elchanan 
Theological Seminary (RIETS) was estab
lished on the Lower East Side. Its goal was 
to train rabbis and educators, and even
tually included secular studies as an inte
gral part of its curriculum. The second 
yeshiva on U.S. soil was the Hebrew The
ological College (HTC), which was estab
lished in ! 922 in Chicago. It, too, trained 
rabbis and teachers and taught secular 
subjects. Both RIETS and HTC are still 
functioning today, but these were viewed 
as «trade schools;) and there were still no 
yeshivas that taught Torah only, and in 
which the learning was purely lishma. 

The third yeshiva in the U.S., and the 

first "European style," mussar yeshiva, is 
almost unknown today. It was called the 
Beis Midrash leRabbanim (Orthodox 
Rabbinical Seminary), and wa< established 
by Rabbi Yehuda Heschel Levenberg in 
New Haven, CT' in 1923. Rabbi Leven
berg was a European-educated talmid 
chacham who was sent by his teacher, the 
famed Alter of Slobodka, to the U.S., 
where he served as rav of several com
munities and founded an institution of 
higher learning. At the time, it was the 
only "European-style" yeshiva in Amer
ica where there were absolutely no secu
lar studies; the entire day was devoted to 
Torah study. 

FOLLOWING THE FOOTSTEPS 
OFRABBILEVENBERG 

Rf 
bbi Levenberg was born 29 

Kislev 5645 (December 17, 1884) 
n Pilten, Kurland, Lithuania. At 

an early age, he demonstrated his bril
liance and hasmada (diligence), and 
before his bar mitzva was sent to study 
in Maltch under Rabbi Zalman Sender 
Kahana Shapiro. As a teenager, he 
entered the famed yeshiva in Slobodka, 
where he developed a close relationship 
with the Alter, Rabbi Nasson Tzvi 
Finkel. At the age of 20, he received semi
cha from some of the greatest rabban-

---- --------
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im of Lithuania, including his Rosh 
Yeshiva, Rabbi Moshe Mordechai 
Epstein. That same year, he married 
Devora Edelshtein ofVindova. 

In September, 1910,he arrived in the 
U.S. and became the Rav of Jersey City, 
NJ. Seven years later, the New Haven 
community invited him to be their chief 
rabbi and function out of the Rose Street 
Shu!. All this was a prelude to his life's 
crowning achievement, the establish
ment of a yeshiva like Slobodka, which 
would provide a wellspring of Torah in 
the U.S .. His dream was realized when 
on Rosh Chodesh Ellul 5683 (August 12, 
1923 ), the "Yeshiva of New Haven" 
opened its doors in a spacious 18-room 
house at 53 Park Street. Imagine, Amer
ican kids sitting and learning Torah day 
and night! For Rabbi Levenberg and oth
ers, it was a drea1n come true and an 
inspiration for all American Torah Jews. 
Reb Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz ?""Yr, the 
pioneer founder of Torah Umesorah, 
used to take his Torah Vodaath students 
by bus on a "field trip" to New Haven to 
show them the sight. He would explain 
to them that this was the genuine arti
cle, a yeshiva like the European yeshiv
as. In 1923, the Togblatwrote about the 
yeshiva: "In New Haven is a heimishe 
yeshiva, a part of Slobodka:' A glowing 
report was written in 1924 in Der Yid
dishe Licht, which described a visit to the 
yeshiva by Rabbi Eliezer Silver on behalf 
of the Agudas HaRabbonim. 

T:i;h~ hi~~t~Y-~f·~th~~ y;;J;i~o~ is n~~tth;-~ubj~-~t 
of this article, but it should be noted that this 
broke the ice, and other yeshivos followed in rapid 
succession. Torah Vodaath, until then a local ele
mentary school, expanded to include a Mesivta 
high school, and established an advanced yeshi
va in 1929 under the directorship of Reh Shra
ga Feivel Mendelowitz, with Rabbi David Lei
bowitz as Rosh Yeshiva. In 1933, Reh David left 
Torah Vodaath and founded the Rabbinical Se1n
inary of A1nerica, commonly known as Chofetz 
Chai in. In the following decades, they both expe
rienced phenon1ena! growth. In the late 1930s, 
Mesivta Tifereth Jerusalem was established on the 
Lower East Side. In 1919, Yeshivas Rabbi Jacob 
Joseph opened a Mesivta which ran sporadical
ly until the early 40s, when it also opened a Bcis 
Midrash. In 1939, Yeshiva Rabbi C,haitn Berlin, 
which had been a Brooklyn elementary school 
since 1906, opened an advanced yeshiva. Between 
1938 and I 946, the number of schools increased 
from 14 to 84, and the number of students fron1 
approxi1nately 4,000 to 17,5001 

The Jewish Observer, December 2003 

In addition to being an outstanding 
scholar, Rabbi Levenberg was considered 
an exceptionally talented and brilliant 
orator. While Rabbi Levenberg was still 
a talmid in Siobodka, the famed Rav of 
Kovno, Rabbi Tzvi Hirsch Rabinovitch, 
died. Rav Yudel Tuischiner, as Rabbi 
Yehuda Levenberg was then known, was 
asked to give a hesped in the yeshiva. 
From then on, his reputation as an ora
tor and darshan was sealed. This was 
borne out in conversations with sever
al of Rabbi Levenberg's surviving 
talmidim. When I asked Rabbi Chaim 

Pincbus Scheinberg N""'""""· venerable 
Rosh Yeshiva of Torah Ore in Yerusha
layim's Mattersdorf, for his recollections 
about the yeshiva, he pointed out the 
obvious - it was a VERY long time ago, 
and it is difficult to remember details. 
But when I mentioned Rabbi Levenberg, 
a smile crept across his face as he relat
ed that Rabbi Leven berg was a master
ful speaker. And then Rabbi Scheinberg 
began humming as he told his son and 
me how Rabbi Levenberg would ser
monize in a sing-song manner that cap
tivated his audience. He seemed to stare 
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inside his mind and dust off old inter
nal pictures as he told us that to this day 
he can visualize Rabbi Levcnberg stand
ing at the shtender, giving one of his 
masterfully delivered drashos. (I imag
ine that for many years I will similarly 
be able to recall the image of this nona
genarian gadol, enwrapped in his tens of 
talleisim, humming a niggun as he 
recalled the menahel of America's first 
"European style" yeshiva.) 

Rabbi Chaim (Shachna) Zohn 
N"1""1v, for several decades a rebbi in 
Mesivta Torah Vodaath, currently a 
resident of Jerusalem, also studied in the 
yeshiva, for three years while it was in 
New Haven and in Cleveland for one 
year, before going to study in the Mir
rer Yeshiva in Europe. He recalled that 
Rabbi Levenberg would give three well
received sermons (all in Yiddish) to his 
congregation every Shabbos. Another 
eyewitness reported that his drashoswere 
so compelling that seldom would the 
women leave the shul without tears flow
ing. He was equally effective in English 
and Yiddish. 
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Rabbi Chaim Pinch us Schein berg N"V~ 

According to Rabbi Scheinberg, most 
of the talmidim were in their last years 
of high school or just post-high school, 
and most went on, after a few years, to 
other yeshivas. He himself had learned 
there for two-and-a-half years, contin
ued at RIETS, and then studied in Mir 
in Europe. Many of the students came 

------·-·-·--·---·-----·-

directly from Europe, but there were also 
a fair share of American-born boys. In 
addition to the "regular" yeshiva stu
dents, Rabbi Levenberg opened his 
yeshiva to approximately ten local boys 
who learned there from 2 to 8 every day 
after public school. He personally taught 
them Tanach twice a week in his house. 

THE ROSHEI YESHIVA 

T
he first Rosh Yeshiva was the 
Vishker Illuy, Rabbi Yaakov Dov 
Safsal 7"~! (1888-1968). He came 

to the U.S. after World War 1, served as 
Rosh Yeshiva in New Haven for a short 
time, and then in Colchester, CT, where 
a yeshiva was set up specifically for him, 
before moving to New York. Rabbi 
Chaim Ozer Grodzenski had reported
ly described him as the greatest genius 
in the Lithuanian yeshiva network. 2 

Rabbi Moshe Don Scheinkopf 7"~!, 
the Illuy from Slobodka, was another 
early Rosh Yeshiva. In 1925, he married 
and left the yeshiva to become Rav of 
Waterbury, CT. Rabbi Samuel Belkin, a 
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brilliant young taln1id chacha111, served 
as Rosh Yeshiva in New Haven for sev
eral months at the end of l 929. He had 
learned in Mirrcr Yeshiva and in Radin, 
where he received sniicha fro1n Rabbi 
Shimon Shkop (and possibly also the 
Chafetz Chaim) at age 17, shortly 
before coming to Canada in 1928, and 
then to NY in 1929. When the yeshiva 
relocated to Cleveland, he returned to 
RIETS, and then went to Brown Uni
versity, where in l 935 he earned a Ph.D. 
in Greek. He was a professor of Greek 
in YU and a year later becan1e the first 
person to be a rash Yeshiva in RIETS and 
a professor in (then) Yeshiva College. In 
1943, he was appointed president of 
Yeshiva College, a position he was to 
hold for over 30 years, until his death 
in 1976. 1 

In l 925, Rabbi Levenberg engaged 
Rabbi Shefte! Kramer, brother-in-law of 
Rabbi Isser Zalman Meltzer and of his 
Rosh Yeshiva from Slobodka, Rabbi 
Moshe Mordechai Epstein, as the Mash
giach (spiritual mentor) of the yeshiva. 
Rabbi Kran1er was a recognized schol
ar who had been trained in the famous 
European yeshivas of Kelm, Slutzk, and 
primarily Slobodka. ln 1927, Reb Shef
te!, as he was affectionately known, trav
eled to Cleveland to recruit students. He 
must have been impressed by the 
famous Cleveland hospitality, because in 
December, l 929, Rabbis Leven berg and 
Kramer together with their 55 students 
n1oved en n7asse to Cleveland. The 
n1ove was n1otivated in part by llabbi 
Levenberg's perception that the finan
cial situation would be better in Cleve
land than in New Haven. ]"his decision 
was reached before the great stock 

2 These facts are lxlsed on a conversation with 
Rabbi Safsal's son, \vho today lives in Yerusha
layin1. 
5 ()ne source clain1s th<lt around 1931, Rabbi 
Belkin, together \Vith eight of his best st udcnts, 
left the yeshiva to learn in Mir in Europe. It is 
incorrect. After coining to the U.S., Rahbi Belkin 
never kft its soil. 
4 Rabbi Zanitsky recalled that because of the bad 
taste left by the acrin1onious fights that sur
rounded the yeshiva while it was in Cleveland, 
Tclshe initially had trouble being accepted by the 
Cleveland co1n1nunity. 
5 Tdephone conversation Aug. 19, 2003. 
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been in negotiations to purchase a 
local dairy farm on which to build. That 
plan fell through due to lack of finan
cial support from the Nevv Haven com
munity, adding to the i1npetus to move 
to Cleveland. 

n1arket crash of 1929, \Vhen no city was 
financially good for a yeshiva. Rabbi 
Schein berg recalls that despite the sup
port received, large segments of the Ne\v 
Haven comn1unity had been strongly 
and vociferously opposed to the yeshi
va. Because he left the yeshiva well before 
1929, ho\vever, llabbi Scheinberg does 
not kno\.v if that opposition influenced 
the decision to move to Cleveland.4 Syd
ney Krass, a New Flaven resident who 
learned in the yeshiva, reported 5 that 
Rabbi Levenberg had had dreams of a 
large campus for the yeshiva and had 

Rabbi Leven berg hoped the finances 
would be better in Cleveland because he 
came not only as the head of the New 
Haven Yeshiva, but also as the rabbi of 
two synagogues, Grodner and Chibat 
Yerushalayim. The latter, which was later 
incorporated into what is now known 
as Taylor Road Synagogue in Cleveland 
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Heights, was in a huge edifice that 
housed the yeshiva dormitory, its class
rooms, and study hall. Unfortunately, it 
had a commensurately huge debt, which 
he was never able to eradicate. 

BACK TO NEW HAVEN, FOR A WHILE 

S
adly- for both the yeshiva and for 
Rabbi Levenberg - he also involved 
himself in Kashrus supervision, and 

soon found himself embroiled in con
troversy that culminated in his house 
being firebombed! That, coupled with 

his ailing wife still in New Haven, and 
dire financial circumstances at a time 
when most people did not have bread 
on the table, forced him to leave town 
within a year and move back to New 
Haven, where his son, Rabbi Sam Lev
enberg, was rabbi of the Beth Hame
drosh Hagodol shul. 

His departure did not impede fi.mc
tion of his yeshiva, which employed and 
produced some of the leaders of Amer
ican Torah Jewry. Rabbi Shefte! Kramer 
took control of the yeshiva, and togeth
er with the Young Israel of Cleveland 

For Information & Reservations 
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Rabbi Shefte/ Kramer 7 .. ~T 

purchased a house on 880 Lakeview 
(near 105th, between Superior and St. 
Claire) to house it. Reb Shefte! then 
imported his son-in-law, the Slobodka
educated Rabbi Yaakov Yitzchak Rud
erman, to head the yeshiva in 1931. They 
worked as a team, with Rabbi Kramer 
teaching the basic blatt shiur (lecture 
focused on the text), and Rabbi Ruder
man delivering the 1nore advanced 
shiur once a week. 

From some time around 1934 until 
his health required him to move to the 
California climate in 1937, Rabbi Uri 
Meyer Cirlin6, a brilliant student of the 
famed Rogatchover Gaon, also taught in 
the yeshiva. Rabbi Seymour Gewirtz, a 
30+ year resident of Wickliffe, OH, 
reports that he was Rabbi Zanitsky's 
study partner the year Rabbi Cirlin was 
their teacher, and they would "play 
games" with Rabbi Cirlin by pointing to 
a spot on a random page in the Talmud, 
and he would tell them what was writ
ten there. Rabbi Cirlin was Rabbi Zan
itsky's prime inspiration and role model. 
In addition, in 1937, Rabbi Elazary came 
to give shiur in the yeshiva. 

RETURN TO THE YESHIVA'S HELM 

A
t the urging of the Cleveland 
community, and with his wife 
recuperated, Rabbi Levenberg 
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returned to Cleveland on August 19, 
1932, and retook the helm of his yeshi
va. Eschewing any sort of dispute, the 
saintly Rabbi Ruderman packed his bags, 
and, taking four of his top students, 
headed to Baltimore, where in 1933 he 
established the now flourishing Torah 
center, Ner Israel' Rabbinical College. 
A1nong those who went with hi1n was 
Rabbi Moshe Lefkowitz. 

Rabbi Lefkowitz was born in Cleve
land, attended YABI (which was found
ed by his father) and first entered the 
Yeshiva of New Haven in 1929, after l 0th 
grade. Rabbi Zanitsky described him as 
a "star student" of the yeshiva. Now 
retired, he is in Baltimore near his chil
dren, after spending his working career 
at the Hebrew Academy of Cleveland. I 
spoke to him in Baltin1orc where he was 
able to recall a wealth of information 
and positive n1emorics about his tin1e 
in the yeshiva. 

With his son-in-law no longer there, 
Rabbi Kramer soon left the yeshiva, but 
remained in Cleveland as a shul rabbi. 
Rabbi Naftali (Herman) Neuberger (b. 
1918), a talmid of the Mirrer Yeshiva in 
Europe (formerly Ner Israel's executive 
director and vice president, and since 
1987, its president), married Judith 
Kramer, the youngest of Reh Sheftel's 
daughters, in 1942. Rabbi Kramer died 
six weeks before the wedding, following 
an en1ergency appendecto1ny.8 

Rabbi Levenberg refused to give up, 
and again went searching for a person 
of caliber to head his reclaimed yeshi
va. He succeeded in recruiting the 
brightest star in the firmament. Rabbi 
Moshe Feinstein, vvho would go on to 
become the undisputed halacha decisor 
in America, was just off the boat from 
Russia. He already had a vast reputation, 
and his first position in America was in 
Cleveland at the Yeshiva of New Haven. 
For six trying n1onths, he lived in 

(;So1ne sources spell his nai~~-:J-;i-~"!i-~-:--i~; a post
card he wrote to Rabbi Ccwirtz, however, and of 
which Rabbi Gewirti', gave n1e a copy, he spells 
his own nan1e as Cirlin. 
7 Nan1cd for his ideological mentor, Rabbi Yis
roel Salanter. 
8 1elcphone conversation with Rabbi Neuberg
er, Aug. 20, 2003 
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THE RAPID UNRAVELING Cleveland while his family remained in 
New York. On page 24 ofvol. 8 of Igros 
Moshe, one can find the only surviving 
letter Reb Moshe wrote in that period. 
Dated 22 Sivan 5697 (June l, 1937), Reb 
Moshe bemoans his lack of fulfillment 
in his position in Cleveland, and predicts 
that he will not find success there. Short
ly thereafter he returned to New York, 
and by that fall was Rosh Hayeshiva of 
Yeshiva Mesivta Tiferes Yerushalayim 
(MT}), on New York's Lower East Side, 
which he headed until his petira (death) 
in 5746/l 986. 

Tragically, everything rapidly 
unraveled when, shortly after his 
fiftieth birthday in 1934, which 

was celebrated with a large communi
ty banquet, Rabbi Levenberg was diag
nosed with a brain tumor. His students 
transferred him to a comfortable apart
ment in New York, v.1here, despite his ill
ness, he continued to deliver mussar 
sh1nuessen to his devoted students. But 
there was not much that could be done, 
and the tumor rapidly devoured its 
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prized prey. On Shabbos Shira, 13 She· 
vat 5698 (January 15, 1938), at the age 
of 53, Rabbi Levenberg was summoned 
to serve in the heavenly yeshiva; his 
earthly re1nains were interred in New 
Haven. His passing was tbe final nail in 
the coffin of the Yeshiva of New Haven, 
which quickly disbanded. The impact of 
the yeshiva did not dissipate so quick· 
ly, as evidenced by the many talmidei 
chacharnin1 and co1nn1unity leaders 
whose involve1nent in learning and 
living Torah was initiated there. 

In addition, the Yeshiva of New 
Haven set the stage for Telshe to come 
to Cleveland, an institution that has 
defined Cleveland Jewry and influ· 
enced Torah development in the U.S .. 
Of major European yeshivas that were 
successfully transplanted to the U.S., 
most took root in New York. One of the 
exceptions is Telshe, which relocated 
from Lithuania to Cleveland. In 1940, 
the two roshei yeshiva, Rabbi Eliyahu 
Meir Bloch and Rabbi Chaim 
Mordechai Katz ?··Yi, set out across 
Siberia, Japan, and the Pacific Ocean, 

Rabl1i Moshe LejkowitzN"V'>'nJ 

arriving in Seattle, Washington. They 
eventually found their way to a suburb 
of Cleveland, where they opened the 
new Telshe on 7 Mar Cheshvan 5702 
(October 28, 1941). When asked why 
they selected Cleveland, Rabbi Bloch 
once responded that in Cleveland, the 
old fire [of Torah 1 lit by Reb Yehuda 
Heschel [Levenberg] had not been 
extinguished, and it was thus a city in 
which a foundry for the nation's soul 
could find its place. 

A LEGACY OF TORAH GIANTS 

A
fter delving into the details of 
this institution, I now n1ore 
fully appreciate Rabbi Zanitsky's 

love and respect for his teachers, 
Rabbi Cirlin and Rabbi Shefte! 
Kran1er, and his institution, the Yeshi
va of New Haven, in Cleveland. This 
little known and short-lived enterprise 
introduced and launched the careers of 
Torah giants to the American Jewish 
scene, giants who proceeded to head 
n1ajor Torah centers for the next three 
or four decades. And the Yeshiva pro· 
duced such students as Rabbi Zanitsky, 
Rabbi Lefkowitz, and Rabbi Zohn, as 
well as Rabbi Baruch Kaplan, founder 
of Beis Yaakov High School and Sem
inary in Brooklyn, Rabbi Alexander 
Linchner, founder of Boys To,vn in 
Jerusalem, Rabbi Dr. Zalman Skaist, 
rabbi in Rochester and the Bronx, New 
York, Rabbi Tzvi Eichenstein, and 
Rabbi Chaim Pinchus Scheinberg, a 
current Rosh Yeshiva and leading 
poseik in Jerusalem. 1111 
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THREAT FROM WITHIN Yonoson Rosenblum 

lsrae and the Jevvs' 
Jewish Problem 

I. SOME OF THE HARSHEST CRITICISM 

P
er haps the most extraordinary 
aspect of the current assault on 
Israel in the court of public opin

ion is the degree of participation of Jews 
not only in criticism of specific Israeli 
policies but in the delegitimization of 
Israel's very existence. 

For many Jews, the term "Jew" 
denotes only abstract, universal ideals) 
such as "social justice:' They feel no spe
cial connection to other living, breath
ing Jews, nor to Israel, the only country 
in the world with a majority Jewish pop
ulation. Israel makes them uncomfort
able both as an expression of a collec
tive Jewish identity and of Jews acting 
within the messy, morally ambiguous 
terrain of the real world. Israel challenges 
the universalist, self-identity of such Jews. 
And when Israel itself becomes the object 
of worldwide opprobrium, they find 
themselves in the distinctly uncomfort
able position of being identified with a 
Jewish collective with which they have 

Rabbi Rosenblum, who lives in Jerusalem, is a 
contributing editor to The Jewish ()bservcr. He 
is also director of the Israeli division of Am Echad, 
the Agudath Israel-inspired educational outreach 
effort and media resource. 
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no desire to be associated. Jn response, 
they often lash out against Israel. 

Meanwhile, within Israel itself, large 
numbers of secular Jews who profess 
allegiance to the Zionist ideal of Jews as 
actors on the stage of history, neverthe
less seek to denude the state of any attrib
utes of particularistic Jewish identity. 
Their goal is to render Israel a completely 
secular state devoid of any identifying 
}e\vish characteristics. Never before has 
a political party dedicated to the com
plete secularization of the Israeli public 
square wielded the balance of political 
power to the degree that Tommy Lapid's 
Shinui Party does today. Perhaps not 
coincidentally, as the assault on the tra
ditional aspects of Jewish identity has 
gained momentum in Israel, so has the 
assault on Jewish collective identity, as 
expressed by the State of Israel, gathered 
stea1n in the international community. 

Exhibit A 

A
t a recent gathering of the Jew
ish Funders Network, billionaire 
George Soros, one of the world's 

largest donors to charity (though none 
of his philanthropy goes to Jewish 
causes), was asked about the resurgence 

of anti-Semitism in Europe. His expla
nation was short and crisp: "The poli
cies of the Bush administration and the 
Sharon administration contribute to 
that:' Change those policies, and anti
Semitism will decline; fail to do so, and 
anti-Semitism will continue. 

Soros was careful to note that he is 
critical 1 of"those policies" - presumably 
both those of the Sharon and Bush gov
ernments, but failed to similarly con
demn expressions of anti-Semitism. 
Reading Soros' re1narks, one could not 
avoid the feeling that he views the resur
gent anti-Semitism not only as a natu
ral response to Ainerican and Israeli 
policies, but as a justified one as well.2 

______ _,, ___ _, ____ , __ _ 
1 Just how critical can be gleaned from a Wash
ington Post interview, in which Soros described 
how he had made "the central focus of his life" 
defeating President Bush, whom he described as 
a "danger to the world" whose rhetoric is remi
niscent of the Nazi slogans Soros heard as a boy 
in occupied Hungary. 
2 To Soros' credit, he is consistent in his blame 
the victin1 approach. ()utgoing Malayasian 
prin1e minister Mahathir Mohammed has in the 
past blan1ed Soros' manipulation of currency 
markets for his country's financial crash and cited 
Soros as a prime exhibit of Jewish control of the 
world. And indeed, Soros expressed his concern 
for his own role in the growth of worldwide anti
Semitism. 
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Exhibit B 

G
eorge Steiner, professor of com
parative literature at Oxford 
and Cambridge, and the Norton 

Professor of Poetry at Harvard, may be 
less known to the general public than 
Soros, but he is one of the principal 
arbiters of culture in the English-speak
ing world. Responding to an article in 
the Summer 2003 issue of the Israeli 
journal Azure, "George Steiner's Jewish 
Problem," Steiner writes: "To survive, 
Israel n1ust use torture and systematic 

humiliation of its neighbors and ene
mies." 

He goes on to accuse Israel of being 
a blot on Jewish history and the privi
lege of being a Jew: "For two thousand 
years, we Jews were not in a position to 
torture other human beings. That was 
our incomparable nobility and mission. 
Israel has taken this immense privilege 
from all living Jews, wherever they may 
be." 

Steiner writes as if the force of arms 
employed by Israel were an inevitable 
consequence of Israel's existence. It is 

}_i;}'._':':_>:-:/-_:'.f'.r< 

<;fiJ~;!si~ff Includes: 
.. ·. ~:·Rabbi Lazer Beer 

lJ biAvrohom Fishman 
:~eiiachem Zisha Greenfield 

•!•Rabbi Shmuel Kaufman 
•!•Rabbi Yehuda Moller 

•:•Rabbi Kaddish Rubinfeld 
•!• Rebbetzin Esther Bakst 

•!•Mrs. Elky Klein 

Endorsed by: 

24 

HaRav Shmuel Kamtntsky shlita HaRav Shmuel Dishon shlita 
HaRav Moshe Schwab shlita HaRav Shmuel Irons shlita 

not. The conditions imposed on Pales
tinians are a direct consequence of the 
need to protect Jews from being blown 
to smithereens by Palestinians who 
prefer continuing to seek Israel's 
destruction over living in peaceful 
coexistence. 

Exhibit c 

S
ome of the harshest criticism of 
Israel has come from within Israel 
itself. Much of that criticism has 

been expressed in forums and language 
specifically designed to turn Israel into 
a pariah nation in the eyes of the world. 
While the phenomenon of Israeli aca
demics adding their names to any peti
tion castigating Israel, including tho~~ 
demanding an academic boycott of all 
Israeli institutions ahd academics, is not 
a nevv' one, the condemnations of Israel 
today no longer come from the aca
demic fringes, but from leading figures 
of the Israeli political establishment. 

MK Avraham Burg is a former chair
man of the Jewish Agency and a former 
Speaker of the Knesset. He still enter
tains ambitions of being the Labor Party 
candidate for Prime Minister one day. 
In early September, Burg published "The 
Zionist Revolution is Dead," in Le 
Monde, the Guardian, the Internation
al Herald Tribune, and the Forward. His 
screed attracted worldwide attention, 
and, as Burg surely realized it would, 
now occupies pride of place on anti
Semitic and anti-Israel websites. 

Having lost both a "just peace and an 
ethical leadership, the end of the Zion
ist enterprise is on our doorstep," Burg 
declares. He goes on to place the entire 
onus "for trampling any chance for 
peace;' not on Yasir Arafat's declaration 
of war after being offered a Palestinian 
state at Camp David, but on "the bru
tality of the [Israeli] occupation." 

Burg provides no context for any of 
the Israeli policies he condemns, such 
as checkpoints and closures. One would 
never know from his account that 
nearly a thousand Israelis, the over
whelming majority of them civilians, 
have been killed over the past three 
years. 
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Burg mentions suicide bombers only 
to express his understanding: "Having 
ceased to care about the children of 
Palestinians, [Israel] should not be sur
prised when they come washed in 
hatred and blow themselves up in the 
centers of Israeli escapism." They do so 
because "they have children and parents 
at home who are hungry and humiliat
ed." (Burg is apparently unaware of the 
social science literature exploding the 
connection between low socio-eco
nomic standing and becoming a suicide 
bomber.) 

In honor of the arrival in Israel of 
4,000 delegates from the Geritict: 
Assembly of)ewish Communities, Burg 
expanded his tirade against Israel as 
something "strange and ugly" in the 
November 14 English-language 
Ha'aretz. 1b create an entirely false par
allel between Jews and Palestinians, he 
alleges that Jerusalem schoolchildren 
told him that when they become soldiers 
they will "kill old people, women, and 
children without giving it a second 
thought." 

Presumably Burg is aware that Israel 
has yet to produce its first suicide 
bomber, while there is a seemingly end
less supply of young Palestinians clam
oring for the task. Arabs walk without 
fear everywhere in Israel. No Israeli Jew 
would enter any Palestinian town, and 
many Israeli Arab villages, with much 
hope of con1ing out alive. 

II. EXPLANATIONS 

W
hat factors explain the rancor 
directed at Israel by Jews who 
appear to harbor no deep

seated resentment over being born Jew
ish and arc not from the wild-eyed Left? 
There arc no Noam Chomskys in the 
group mentioned above. 

For some, despair over the seeming 
immutability of Arab hostility to Israel 
has led them to place the blame on the 
only party deemed susceptible to exter
nal pressure - Israel. And to a large 
extent, the ferocity of the hatred being 
directed at Israel and Jews has unnerved 
n1any Jews. 

Melanie Phillips, one of England's 

leading columnists, describes the mood 
in England, but what she writes of Eng
land is equally true of the rest of West
ern Europe. "I no longer feel comfort
able in my own country;' writes Phillips, 
"because of the hatred that has welled 
up toward Israel and the Jews ... : [A]t 
present it is open season on both Israel 
and Jews:' The political Left in England 
has captured the intellectual establish
ment, she says, and promulgates the view 
that "Israel should not exist, that it is a 
Nazi state and that Jews control Amer
ica." Israel is the only country in the 
world whose right to exist at all is reg

uiariy questioned in respectable intel
lectual journals, and found wanting. 

Tony Judt's call for the dissolution of 
Israel in favor of a binational Jewish and 
Palestinian state in the New York Review 
of Books and the Los Angeles Times fur
nishes a good example of how unnerv
ing the recent outbreak of anti-Semitism 
has been to Jewish intellectuals. Judt, it 
is important to note, is no fire-breath
ing Leftist. He is a contributing editor 

to the ardently pro-Israel New Repub
lic, and his major academic work is a 
criticism of the French intellectuals for 
their susceptibility to Communism. 

Judt charges Israel with holding 
world Jewry "hostage": 

Today, non-Israeli Jews feel them
selves once again exposed to criticism 
and vulnerable to attack for things they 
didn't do. But this time it is a Jewish 
state and not a Christian one, which 
[sic] is holding them hostage for its 
own actions. Diaspora Jews cannot 
influence Israeli policies, but they are 
implicitly identified with them, not 
iea:;~ ~Y !~rael's own insistent t;l~h~; 
upon their allegiance. The behavior of 
a self-described Jewish state affects the 
way everybody looks at Jews. The 
increased incidence of attacks on Jews 
in Europe and elsewhere is primarily 
attributable to misdirected efforts, 
often by young Muslims, to get back 
at Israel. ... The depressing truth is that 
israei today is bad for the Jews ( empha
sis added). 
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One senses that unkind things have 
been said to Judt at faculty dinner par
ties, and he would now like Israel to dis
appear. In his devastating critique of judt 
in the New Republic, Leon Wieseltier 
noted that Judt had implicitly bought 
into the traditional anti-Sen1itic fra111e
work: 

'fhe notion that all Jews are respon
sible for whatever any Jews do, that 
every deed that a Jew does is a Jewish 
deed, is not a Zionist notion, it is an 
anti-Semitic notion .... It is the essence 
of anti-Semitism ... to call its object its 
cause .... [I]f you explain anti-Semi
tism as a response to Jews, .. , then you 
have not understood it. Your have 
reproduced it.3 

The rancor of recent anti-Semitism 
explains, in part, the increased unease 
with Israel on the part of Jews who 
spend their days among those for 
whom Israel's role as the greatest threat 
to world peace is a given. But the vul
nerability of certain Jews to fears of 
being outside the prevalent intellectu
al Zeitgeist is not son1ething new. 

People. lik~ rr1:e who 

Indeed, we have previously noted in 
these pages how galling it has been since 
1967 for Israeli Jews, who view them
selves as people of culture and broad sec
ular learning, to find their country sub
ject to widespread opprobrium 
wherever people of culture and under
standing gather to discuss the great 
issues of the day. 4 

Already in the heady early days of 
Oslo, Martin Peretz, a cautious sup
porter, noted the overly great concern 
of Oslo proponents with world opinion: 

These Zionists acted as they did 
because they valued something more 
than territory, more even than the pro
tection that territory gives. They want
ed recognition of their legitimacy .... 
This is perhaps a weakness of the Jews, 
worrying far too much whether oth
ers acknowledge their peoplehood. 
Avraham Burg, who pronounces the 

death of Zionism, with a European audi
ence in n1ind, is just the latest example 
of that too great concern with the good 
opinion of others. Burg also enjoys play
ing the role of Biblical prophet inveigh-

ing against all and sundry from a point 
of his infinite superiority, a taste inher
ited from his mentor, the late Yeshaya 
Leibowitz, who was \Vont to call Israeli 
soldiers "Judeo-Nazis." 

It is No Longer 1961 

I
n his coolness to the suffering and 
death of Israeli Jews and his concern 
to preserve his self-image as exem

plar of the Jew's role as a light to the 
nations, Burg, though no intellectual 
himself, typifies long existing trends 
among Jewish intellectuals. 5 As far back 
as 1961, long before Israel became a 
pariah state in the eyes of much of the 
world, the young Jewish intellectuals 
who participated in a Commentary 
symposium entitled "Jewishness and the 
Younger Intellectuals" professed little 
interest in Israel. A few acknowledged, 
with a certain embarrassment, that 
they rooted for Israel in its wars. But the 
more common response was to bemoan 
the fledgling state's bellicosity and its 
mistreatment of the Arabs, both in the 
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Ill 

If they found anything of value in Judaism, it was 

the universalistic values of justice and morality. 

But even these provided no warrant for 

continued Jewish existence. Since these values 

had been widely adopted by the rest of the 

world, Jews were no longer needed. 

War of Independence and afterwards. 
And that was in 1961, when lsrael still 
co1n1nandcd widespread ad1niration as 
a doughty David. 

The younger intellectuals professed 
an ahnost total Jack of interest in their 
Judaism - either as students or practi
tioners - and no qualins about inter
n1a1Tiage, either for thcn1selves or their 
children. (In that, they were a genera
tion ahead of the rest of A111erican 
Jewry.) Whatever was particularistic 
about Judaisn1 - for instance, the idea 
of Jewish chosenness - was anathe1na to 
them. 

Ill 

If they found anything of value in 
Judaism, it was the universalistic values 
of justice and morality. But even these 
provided no warrant for continued 
Jewish existence. Since these values had 
been widely adopted by the rest of the 
world, Jews were no longer needed. 

One aspect of their Jewishness, how
ever, the young intellectuals did find 

3St~in ~-~-(i-;>e-~--;;;·t-,;ccu~~ -J~;~ -(;f b~;·;;g-the ca~~~ 
of Jevv hatred, as does Judt. But he n1akes an even 
n1ore stunning claim: He condetnns Jews tOr 
revealing 1nan's ulti1natc bestiality by virtue of 
their suffering at the hands of anti-Se1nites,cul-
1ninating in Auschwitz. 
4 "The Chickens Co1ne Ho1ne to Roost: Zionis1n's 
Internal Contn1dictions and the Peace Process," 
Jewish ()bserver, June 1994, p. 23. 
5 For a fuller trcatinent of these patterns of Jew
ish intellectual thought, see "As the Intelligentsia 
Sees It The View fron1 Commentary Magazine," 
The Jewish Observer, I)ecen1ber 1996, pp. l 7-18. 
6 Judt chooses to ignore that the Palestinians are 
hardly exponents of the universal brotherhood 
of man and that Jewish nationalism is opposed 
by a far n1ore exclusivist and virulent Palestin
ian nationalisn1. 

attractive: the i1nage of the Jew as the 
eternal Other, the critic of society 
speaking truth to power. In short, the 
Jew as alienated intellectual. The Jew's 
status as victin1 and exile had, in the 
intellectuals' view, uniquely in1bued 
him with sensitivity to the downtrod
den. (In identifying the Jew's essence as 
victimhood and exile, these intellectu
als adopted, perhaps unconsciously, 
the traditional Christian perspective.) 

Noteworthy in all this is the degree 
to which the State of Israel threatened 
the comfortable self-image of Jewish 
intellectuals even at that early date. The 
Jewish people, wrote one panelist, "by 
their patient suffering preserved and 
nourished the ideal of a world based on 
universal justice." On that basis, he coun
seled Israel to sacrifice its national 
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interests for the sake of world peace and 
social justice. 

These intellectual trends, already 
evident forty years ago, find heightened 
expression today in the vvritings of Jew
ish intellectuals like Steiner and Judt. For 
Judt, Israel is a faith-driven ethno-state, 
and as such, "an anachronism" in the 
n1odern \Vorld in \vhich "nations and 
peoples increasingly intermingle and 
inter1narry at will; where cultural and 
national in1pediments have aJI but col
lapsed .... "" 

All that is particularistic in Judaisn1 
~ endogan1y, choseness, a Jewish state -
is rejected out of band. In his novel The 
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Portage to San Cristobal of A.H., Stein
er goes so far as to put into the mouth 
of a fictional Adolph Hitler (A.H.) a 
speech in which he traces his Master 
Race ideology to the Jewish idea of a 
Chosen People. 

For Steiner, the great glory of the Jew, 
"an honor above honors;' is to be an 
eternal wanderer, the perpetual "moral 
irritant and insomniac among men." 
From that vantage point, the idea of a 
Jewish homeland is a debasement of 
what it means to be a Jew. 

The rejection of Jewish particularism 
by Jewish intellectuals converges today 
with broader trends in Western intel
lectual life. The nation-state has been 
thoroughly discredited in Western 
Europe. Nationalism is blamed for the 
carnage of the two world wars of the last 
century, and its cure is supposed to lie 
in the creation of transnational bureau
cracies and arrangements of interna
tional law. 

Israel has become, in the eyes of 
many, the emblem of a discredited 

nationalism.7 Unlike European nation
states whose national identities were 
forged in war and conquest in the dis
tant past, Israel's creation under fire took 
place in living memory. The constant 
warfare that has been a fact of life since 
Israel's birth, and the evident pride of 
many Jews in its creation after 2,000 
years of exile, have caused Israel to 
become the exemplar of discredited 
nationalis1n. 

If Jews, in the words of University of 
Chicago professor Mark Lilla, once 
"were mocked for not having a nation
state, now they are criticized for having 
one:' Judi exemplifies this attitude. 
"The very idea of a 'Jewish state' - a state 
in which Jews and Jewish religion have 
exclusive privileges ... - is rooted in 
another time and place;' he writes. 

The dreamed-of future for Israel 
among Europeans, writes Lilla, is no 
longer of a Jewish nation-state living 
peacefully side by side with a Palestin
ian state, but of some "post-national, 
post-political order growing up under 
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permanent international supervision. 
Not Menachem Begin and Anwar Sadat 
shaking hands, but Hans Blix zipping 
around Palestine in his little truck." 

lll. WHY THESE TRENDS 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

B
oth the fear factor and the intel
lectual trends identified above 
have large implications for the 

future of American Jewry. Almost all 
American Jewish youth today attend col
lege, and most of them will find them
selves spending their college years on 
campuses where the atmosphere is 
highly charged against Israel. As a con
sequence, they will become increasing
ly afraid to identify themselves as Jews. 

To be sure, most Jewish students 
already enter college with a tenuous Jew
ish identity. A University of Chicago stu
dent summed up the matter well in 
explaining why Arab and Moslem stu
dents dominate the campus debate on 
the Middle East, despite being greatly 
outnumbered by Jewish students. "The 
Palestinians are very rooted, unlike the 
Jewish students who generally range 
from indifferent to apathetic:' After a 
recent tour of 13 An1erican campuses, 
Natan Sharansky estimated that no 
more than 10% oflewish students par
ticipate in any form of Jewish activity. 

Other small groups of Jewish stu
dents, like the one who threw a pie in 
Sharansky's face on the Rutgers campus, 
inevitably spearhead anti-Israeli activ
ities. At a demonstration in I1arvard 
Square, anti-Israel protesters enacted 
scenarios of Israeli soldiers humiliating 
pregnant Palestinian women at check
points. A high percentage of the "actors" 
were Jewish. 

If men as rich and powerful as George 

7 The joined condemnation of both Ainerica and 
lsrael in Western Europe and on Atnerican col
lege campuses derives in large part from the rejec
tion of the traditional nation-state. President 
Bush is reviled as a mad cowboy for refusing to 
subject American sovereignty and po\vcr to inter
national organizations like the U.N. and to var
ious treaty arrangements. And Israel, too, is con
demned for not submitting its fate to the 
determination of the consistently hostile U.N. and 
European Union. 
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• 
It is a painful irony that the same state that 
did so much to preserve Jewish identity 

today provides the impetus for many 
young Jews to shed whatever tenuous 
Jewish identity remains. 

• 
Soros and holders of prestigious aca
demic positions like Tony Judt are 
unhinged by the fear of being identified 
with their fellow Jews in Israel, how much 
more so college students of an age when 
the need to feel accepted and popular is 
strongest. Even the most identified stu
dents find themselves intimidated.A Har
vard Business School student told Sha
ransky that she was afraid to express 
support for Israel. The mood on campus, 
she said, was so sharply anti-Israel "that 
she was afraid her open identification 
could cost her, damaging her grades and 
her acaden1ic future." In the course of his 
tour, Sharansky found such sentiinents 
\videspread. 

Jewish students, like their intellectu
al forebears of two generations ago, 
pride thc1nselves on their intellectual 
independence and ability to overcome 
particularistic feelings for their fellow 
Jews (a problem that does not seem to 
bother their Arab and Moslem fellow 
students). Anyone who attempts to 
defend Israel to them will soon find 
himself being asked to present the 
Palestinian perspective as well. "How do 
we know you are telling the truth and 
not feeding us propaganda?" is the 
inevitable first question. 

There is no presnmption in favor of 
fellow Jews. I would venture that many 
Jewish college students found it at least 
as credible that the Israel Defense 
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Forces had conducted a wanton 
slaughter of defenseless civilians in 
Jenin (falsely reported by the media), 
as that the IDF took measures that no 
other army in the world would have 
taken - and at the cost of at least 13 
Jewish lives - in order to minimize 
civilian casualties. 

On the basis of his recent campus vis
its, Sharansky la1nents American Jewry's 
inability to develop future leadership. He 
notes that as Israel's Minister for Dias
pora Affairs, he finds himself meeting 
with the same Jewish leaders as during 
his time as a Soviet refusenik more than 
three decades ago. 

But the problem goes a lot deeper 
than the production of new pro-Israel 
activists among American Jews. Vul
nerable Jewish students - and the over
whelming majority fall into this category 
- find themselves in the position of 
wanting to do everything possible to 
avoid being identified with Israel. For 
some, that means proving their pro
gressive bona fides by leading the 
attacks on Israel. And for the largest 
number, it means attempting to deny 
one's Jewish identity. At a subcon
scious level, the easiest way to shed one's 

8- I-d~--~~;;t--~~-~~;~ ·1~-~~·gg~~j--th~~ 'th~ -~~;~;·;;-g-~-~-t~ 

of interrnarriage owe entirely or even largely to 
the prevalent anti-Israel feeling on university 
cainpuses, only that such feelings wi!l serve as one 
n1ore factor encouraging intermarriage. 

identification as a Jew is to intermarry:s 
In sum, to send Jewish students who 

have no solid grounding in Jewish texts 
or observance, and who have not been 
raised in communities and schools 
centered around Jewish identity and 
designed to imbue them with the most 
intense identification with their fellow 
Jews, is to send them into a war zone 
unarmed, and with predictable conse
quences. 

Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky once said 
at a convention of Agudath Israel of 
America that the creation of the State 
of Israel had served to preserve the Jew
ish identity of millions of Jews around 
the world after the Holocaust. Without 
the hopes raised by Israel's birth, for 
many, the mood of despair caused by the 
Holocaust would have simply been too 
overwhelming to continue identifying 
themselves as Jews. It is a painful irony 
that the same state that did so much to 
preserve Jewish identity today provides 
the impetus for many young Jews to 
shed whatever tenuous Jewish identity 
remains. • 

fur allage\g'rorips .. • .. 
for the Ortliodol1 Jewish community. 

Rabbinical references available 
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THE FLAMES OF DEVOTION 

The symbol most closely associat
ed with Chanuka is undoubted
ly the Menora. Sadly, insensitive 

hands have also grasped this association 
and have reduced the Menora from 
being an object of sanctity to a sanitized, 
non-denominational, seasonal decora
tion. The true Menora's unsullied radi
ant beauty is often obscured by the com
mercialized glare of department store 
menoras) the glitter of menora motif 
gift-wrap, and appropriately sculpted 
chocolate. By contemplating the true 
meaning of the Menora, we can help 
restore the powerful spiritual imagery 
it originally invoked. 

The obvious connection between the 
Menora and Chanuka is that the mira
cle of the oil transpired through it: one 
pure flask of oil was unearthed, and it 
miraculously burned for eight days. But 
Divine providence is not arbitrary; 
Hashem intentionally allowed the 
Greeks to defile all but one flask of oil, 
and arranged for circumstances to 

Rabbi Greenwald, a 1nen1ber of the Kollel Bais 
Hatalmud in Melbourne, Australia, is author of 
Neb Mendel (ArtScroll), a biographical appreci
ation of Rabbi Mendel Kaplan i,·•::lt. His article 
"Hoshana Rabba, The Call of the Yearning Wil
low-," appeared in JO Oct. '03. 
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MENO RA 
AND THE 

KING'S CROWN 
develop so that the miracle occurred via 
the Menora, and not through any other 
Divine service. By probing deeper, we 
perhaps can unearth a inore profound 
connection between the Menora and the 
valiant deeds of the Chashmonaim in 
whose merit the miracle was per
formed. 

A few sparse Midrashim characterize 
the heroism of the Chashmonaim: 

"Sing to Hashem 0 pious ones 
( chassidav)" - These are the children 
of Matisyahu (Midrash Tehillim, 30). 

Just as everyone flees the burning 
heat of the sun, so did everyone flee 
during the reign of the Greeks. Only 
Matisyahu Hakohein and his children 
stood steadfast in their faith of 
Hashem, and pursued and killed the 
hordes of the Greek army ( Shemos 
Rabba, 15:6). 

Hashem possesses seven 
cloaks ... one of which is the cloak of 
indignation (kinna) .... So did the 
Chashmonaim garb themselves in the 
cloak of righteous indignation ( Yalkut 
Shimoni, Tehillim, remez 847). 
A chassid is one who serves Hashen1 

above and beyond the strict dictates of 
halacha. During the oppressive reign of 
the YevaniTn, who punished 1nitzva 
observance with the death penalty, 

most loyal Jews fled and hid in caves, 
waiting for the decree to lapse. The 
Chashmonaim could have chosen this 
safer path; instead, they defended 
Hashem's honor by girding themselves 
for battle, despite the overwhelming 
odds against them. This fiery devotion 
and self-sacrifice was to become the spir
itual spark that would later kindle the 
Menora's miraculous flame. 

THE TEMPLE'S CROWN 

H
ashem's honor had been 
besmirched by the Syrian 
Greeks in the most intensely 

holy place in the world: the Beis Hamik
dash. The Temple represents the ideal 
service of IIashem, the crowning 
achievement of man. This is why the 
Midrash expounds the verse, "The 
crown (atara) which his mother 
adorned him on his wedding day and 
day of rejoicing;' as referring to the 
Mishkan and the Beis Hamikdash. 1 ln a 
general sense, the entire sanctuary is 
compared to a crown, since it was beau
tifully adorned like a crown2• But more 
specifically, the Midrash describes the 

1 Shir Hashirim Rabba 3: l J. 
2 S!1e1110s Rabba 52:5. 
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crown that Hashem metaphorically 
wears as the kind we are familiar with, 
na1nely the round crown that a 
111onarch wears on his head, n1ade of the 
purest gold .1 4 

Which vessel in the Tempie most 
characterizes a cro\vn? ''fhe Menora. As 
the Sifri Zuta says, "How do we know 
that the branches of the Menora formed 
a crown-like encircle like a crown? From 
the verse, '10wards the center stem of the 
Menora shall the seven lamps cast 
light."' 5 

How does the Menora resemble a 
crown? We imagine the two looking 
totally different. The Zayis Ra'anan, 
author of Magen Avraham, explains that 
the Menora resembles a crown since its 
branches curve in the same shape as a 
circular crown.6 l~his classic depiction 
of the Menora's branches (shaped as an 
upside-down rainbow) is also support
ed by the Midrash Tanchuma,7 which 
states that the Menora's branches cor
respond to the circular planetary orbits 
in the heavens.8 

The Sifri is still only partially 
resolved. Firstly, it states clearly that the 
branches of the Menora were wrapped 
round in a circle like a crown - chozrin 
chalilla kemin atara; but the Menora is 
only an incomplete crown - that is, a 
half circle. Secondly, the Sifri bases its 
view that the Menora was si1nilar to a 
circular crown on the verse, "Towards 
the center stem of the Menora shall the 
seven lamps cast light." But how does 
this verse indicate the Menora's spher
ical shape? Perhaps we can shed light on 

3 Shcmos Rabba 8: I. See also Ih11 Ezra and Mct
zudas [)avid, Shir Hashiri1115:11. 
4 Sifri Zuta, Pcsikta 8. 
5 Ba111idbar 8,2. 
6 Interestingly, the author initially suggests a rad
ical interpretation of the 5ifri: that the six 
branches of the Mcnora surrounded the center 
hunp in a circular fashion like a candelabra! I·Jow
ever, he rejects this interpretation in light of the 
unanin1ously held opinion of the Thlrnud that the 
tops of ,dJ the Menora's branches lined up in a 
single straight row. 

The traditionally held view of the Menora's 
branches being curved is further supported by the 
l\1idrash (cited in the Kapach edition, Ran1lJa11i's 
Con11nentary of the Mishna, Kodshim p. 78 foot
note 54, !eadwords: El 1nul). This is also the opin
ion of a nun1ber of classical com1nenrators such 
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this mystery by referring to another per
plexing Midrash regarding Hashem's 
supernal crown. 

FROM DAUGHTER TO MOTHER 
- THE ETERNAL CYCLE OF LIFE 

T
he Midrash relates that Rabbi 
Shimon ben Yochai asked Rabbi 
Elazar the son of Rabbi Yossi, 

"Perhaps you have heard from your 
father an explanation of the verse, 
'With the crown that his mother 
adorned him'?" 

"Yes;' he replied, and gave the fol
lowing explanation: "It is comparable to 
a king who had an only daughter 
whom he loved exceedingly. At first he 
called her, 'My daughter; but as time 
went on, his love for her increased until 
he called her, 'My sister.' His great love 
for her continued to grow, until he final
ly called her 'My mother.'" 

Similarly, Hakadosh Baruch Hu 
exceedingly loves the Jewish people. At 
first He calls them "My daughter;' in the 
verse "Hear, 0 daughter, and see."9 He 
does not stop loving them, and He calls 
them ('My sister,'' as it states, "Open to 
Me, My sister, My love." Hi His love con
tinues to increase, until He final1y calls 
us, "My mother:' as it states "Give ear to 
me, my mother.'' 11 Rabbi Shimon ben 
Yochai arose, kissed him on his head and 
said, "Had I come into this world only 
to hear this interpretation, it would have 
been worthwhile." 12 

On the simplest level, the Midrash is 
teaching that just as the ideal relation-

as the Ibn Ezra (Shernos 27,21; sec also Ibn Ezra 
!1akotzer, Shc111os 25,38) and Sefcr Ma'aseh 
Choshciv, ch 7. 
7 Bcha'alos'clw 5. 
8 Rali/Jeinu Bachya (Shcnws 25,31) adds that the 
vertical central stein corresponds to the sun, with 
the other branches being the planets that orbit 
in the solar system. 
9 Tchillin1 45, l l. 
10 Shir Hashirim 5,2. 
11 Yeshaya51,4. 
12 Midrash Shir Hashiri1n Rabba, 3,11. Rabbi S. 
R. Hirsch lovingly dedicated the first edition of 
Horeb to his parents, whon1 he beautifully 
describes as, "The guardians of my childhood, the 
guides of my adolescence, the friends of 1ny man
hood." 

ship between a parent and child evolves 
over time, so does our relationship \vith 
Hashem. A young daughter is the con
stant recipient of her parents• love and 
devotion, but as she matures, she even
tually develops into their friend and con
fidante. Years later, the relationship 
takes on another din1ension as she 
becomes the care-giver, and the parent 
a recipient of her love and devotion. 
Similarly, our relationship to Hashem 
undergoes the same growth and trans
formation. V\lhile we constantly owe our 
entire existence to Hashem, we can, in 
a certain sense, 'give' to Hashem as well, 
as implied hy the verse, "Give strength 
to Hashen,z." u 

THE CROWN OF THE MENORA 

W
ith this Midrash, we can now 
understand how "the crown 
His mother adorned Him" 

applies specifically to the Menora. The 
Rishonim state that the Menora corre
sponds to the flow of Hashem's blessings 
to the world. The straight central stem 
corresponds to the Ohr Elyon, the 
supernal light of Divine providence, 
which flows down from heaven to 
earthH This constant flow of Divine 
bounty continues up the six branches, 
which represent the Jewish people, who 
are direct recipients of Hashe1n's con
stant blessings.15 

More specifically, the branches on the 
right side of the Menora symbolize those 
Jews who are involved in spiritual mat
ters exclusively, and the left ones repre-

13 Tehilli111 68,35. See also Rashi's second inter
pretation to Dcvari11132,18. 
14 Scforno, Ban1idbar 8, I. 
15 Rabbcinu Bachya (Shc1nos 25,31) den1onstrates 
how the ivlenora's adornment" also follows this san1e 
theine. The Menora is composed of three dea)rations: 
balls, cups and flowers. The spherical ball is the clos
est representation of infinity and pcrlection, and cor
responds to the spiritual heavenly spheres where the 
angds reside and ba<>k in the ultinMte pleasure of being 
in the direct presence of Hashem. The cups, which 
serve a function of containing as well as dispensing 
liquid, correspond to the heavenly constellations that 
receive spiritual energy fro in the 1nore spiritual world 
above it, and in turn, pour out that blessing, down 
into the lower, 1naterial worlds. Finally, the flowers 
represent our physical world, where all life grows m1d 
blossoms from the blessings it receives from on high. 
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sent those who are involved in the mun- light to radiate. This sets into motion a ication, passion and purity, just like the 
<lane affairs of the physical world." renewed flow of Divine blessing to the pure olive oil which was kindled in the 

Returning now to the problematic Jewish people, in its fullest measure. 17 Menora, our actions fashion the King's 
verse cited in the Sifri above, when The circular crown of the Menora precious crown. UsingtheSefomoscorn-
Aharon was instructed in the daily serv- now becomes readily apparent. The rnentary on the verse, the Sifri now 
ice of lighting the Menora of the golden arched branches of the Menora makes perfect sense: "How do we know 
Mishkan, it states, "Towards the center form the lower half of the crown. This that the branches of the Menora encir-
stern of the Menora shall the seven tangible part of the Menora symbolizes cled like a crown? From the verse, 
lamps cast light:' This verse appears what Hashem gives the Jewish people. 'Towards the center stern of the Meno-
incongruous, since the Menora had only ra shall the seven lamps cast light.' " 
six branches facing its center stem, not ClJLAR The Sifri is teaching that the spiritu-
seven. The Seforno answers that when c11)j C'b al flow that we create continues the 
theflarnesofallsixbranchesfacethe 11 il~ :flQ~trajectory orbit of its curved 

~~~i;;v:t~~·~~7n~~=~-d~%~lso ttiP 11 '{l\E MENQ~ br~~~h::v~~:~. u;:~t~~ :~:;e 
shine properly. . \. QI l' "- . j / When these spiritual right 

What is the inseparable .\. \ \ I I/ and left branches join 
connection between the .........: Oh together in service of 
Menora's six branches - r ~ Hashem, it completes 
to its straight center /'.i - E lyon ~....._ a round circuit - a 
stem? How does '7;:::' , , '". crown (see fig. 1). 
lighting the six ~ / - / 

1 
, \~ ....... , The Menora is no 

lamps of the Meno- /,I/ \ ..,, "II..'\ \ longer half a 
ra towards its cen- / / ,/'_ · · '-' "- \ • \ crown. When we 

ter stern affect the t ~ ( ( ~ ;. "- ~\ ~ light the Menora, 
brightness of the I / ( ,. ; , lit \ •.\' we complete th_e 
seventh lamp? The T' \'' 1 crown, makrng 1t 
Seforno's comrnen- come full circle. 
tary on this verse The great 
reveals the almost devotion of the 
unfathomable power 
that our mitzvos 
possess. 

As 1nentioned 
before, the six curved 
branches of the Menora 
represent the Jewish people, 
and the center stem, the Divine. 
While it is true that the Jewish peo-
ple are the constant beneficiaries of 
Hashem's bounty, to which we owe our 
constant existence and sustenance, at the 
same time, when our energy and efforts 
are totally focused towards serving 
Hashem (symbolized by the six lamps 
directed towards the straight center stern 
of the Menora), we cause the Divine 

l<i This distinction - that the right and left sides 
represent the spiritual and n1aterial, respective
ly - can be found in Mishlei 2,16. 
17 The message of the right side and left side of 
the Menora representing those wholly devoted to 
spiritual pursuits and those involved in a liveli
hood carries special significance. The will of 
Hashe111 is achieved specifically through this diver-
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The 
Jewish 
Nation 

But the flame of the Menora kindled by 
Aharon and his children represent what 
we in turn give back to Hashem. 18Wllen 
our service is performed with total ded-

sity. Only through the combined efforts of the var
ied services of Jews in all walks of life and situ
ations - both the Torah scholar and the trades
man - is Hashem's name elevated and exalted as 
He intended by creation. This, says the Seforno, 
is what the Jewish people declared at Sinai: "And 
the whole nation responded with one voice and 
said, 'All the words Hashe1n has spoken we will 
do"' (Shemos 24,3). The plural tense of their 

Chashmonaim 
epitomized the 

crown with which 
we adorn Hashem. 

The Menora, therefore, 
represents the dual 

aspects of our eternal rela
tionship with Hashem: what 

He gives to us, and what we give 
1Iim in return, so to speak. The mir

acle of the Menora is a permanent sym
bol of Hashem's continnous love for us. 
But at the same time, it is also a mes
sage of the great power we each possess 
by using our unique talents and abili
ties in making a priceless crown for 
Hashem. • 

acceptance signifies that only through the com
bined efforts of the entire nation, each through 
his own particular life mission, is Hashe1n's inten
tion for creation fulfilled. 
18 Based on the Rabbeinu Bachya quoted in foot
note 15, the fact that the branches also contain 
ornamental balls, flowers, and cups de1nonstrates 
that our actions also directly affect the physical 
and spiritual worlds to which they correspond. 
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"" ()fus are reaching the age 
when we look into a mirror 
only at calculated moments -

that is, after we are prepared to see only 
what we would like to see and are able 
to ignore the rest. In our adolescence, 
we were taught that youth equals suc
cess and aging is what happens to some
one else. Believing ourselves to be 
immortal, invincible and in control, we 
took the credit for G-d-given gifts of 
strength and beauty. Alas, we are now 
paying the emotional and spiritual 
price of these attitudes. The blush of 
youth has left our cheeks, our speed and 
vigor have diminished and '"'e are more 
disillusioned than we ever dreamed we 
would be. We spend millions of dollars 
on cosmetics, tonics and therapies of all 
sorts in the hope of restoring strength, 
loveliness and enthusias1n. Yet, for the 

Rabbi Falk studied in 1971 in Rabbi Noach Wein
berg's first ba'al tcshuva yeshiva in B'nei Brak. In 
the years since, he married, raised a large fan1i
ly in Jerusaletn, and currently devotes his ti1ne 
to studying and teaching Torah and engaging in 
kiruv activities. Mrs. Falk has taught and lectured 
on Jewish topics, and currently serves as an attor
ney. The Falks live in Brooklyn. 
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most pari~,,~~:;~~ 
results. 

We desperately need a "makeover" in 
this area, but how do we go about get
ting one, and how much will it cost? 
There 1nust be a better way, we groan, 
as we are dragged kicking and scream
ing into our twilight years. 

Facing "Failure" -A Step Toward Success 

The first and most fundamental 
"ingredient" for this "makeover" 
is the firm and resolute co1nmit

ment to the idea that Hashem is the 
source of all energies and abilities. We 
must continually tell ourselves that we 
have no power to do anything or to 
accon1plish anything on our own, that 
everything comes from Hashem. When 
we begin to absorb this idea into our 
pores and circulate it in our systems and 
understand it intellectually and emo
tionally, then a heretofore dormant 
quality within us will begin to awaken. 
That quality is humility. 

The acquisition of humility is not a 
matter of a ten-minute morning exer
cise or meditation. It requires our 
wholehearted commitment and a deter-

Hashems" are real and not rote, because 
taking credit for our endeavors has 
become a lifelong habit. Now, as we per
ceive ourselves losing our position and 
place in the world, if we are not care
ful, we may tend to clasp even more 
tightly to those moments of accom
plishment and achievement. We may 
find ourselves, once again, taking cred
it for our achievements in a last-ditch 
effort to win back some of our former 
honor and glory. 

We must not do this. It is crucial that 
we recognize that it is this very need to 
take credit for our accomplishments that 
has created our downfall and not the 
aging process. 

And it is our failures, and not our 
accomplishments, that will pave the way 
to our success. Egos do not necessarily 
deflate by themselves. When a person 
whose wealth has made him arrogant 
experiences financial disaster, his ego is 
deflated. Whether it is wrinkles or gray 
hair on a vain woman or the forced retire
ment of a workaholic, when the sun 
begins to set, and the day wanes, its decline 
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helps us to achieve the feeling of humil
ity that allows us to recognize Hashem's 
sovereignty over us and allows us to focus 
upon the true and eternal values. 

Progressing From "Taking" to "Giving'' 

S
o now let us look in the mirror 
again. This time, let us appreciate 
the ego-deflating quality of those 

wrinkles and gray hair, and that paunch. 
With the fading of our youth and 
strength comes a natural decline in the 
amount of emotional nourishment 
available to our arrogant egos. ' At this 

point, we have an opportunity to take 
advantage of the quality of humility that 
we can now access with less effort, and 
use it to evolve from being takers to 
being unconditional givers dedicated to 
Hashem's service. 

As we graciously accept the portion 
Hashem has given us and use our expe
riences to nurture and teach, our faces 
will begin to shine with an inner expres
sion of beauty. When we no longer feel 
embarrassed about aging, then we can 
co1nmunicate, without awkwardness 
or fear, the crucial message that time is 
short and the work is long and acts of 

You can.! Just: call 
The Yit:t:i Leibel 

Helpline. 
HOURS: 

Monday-Friday ................................. 8am -12pm 
Monday-Thursday ............................ 8p1n -1 lpm 
Sunday ......................... 9am -12pm, 9pm -1 lpm 

''TWishI could 

speak to a 

frum therapist 

on the phone 

Without giving 
my name.'' 

(sll~ 718-HELP-NOW 
'1iJ,' (718) 435-7669 
Chkago .................... (800) HELP-023 
Lakewood ..................... (732) 363-1010 
Cleveland ...................... ( 888) 209 -8079 
Baltimme .................... (410) 578-1111 

...................... (877) 435-7611 
..... (866) 385-0348 

Toronto ........................ (416) 784-1271 
The Rebbetzin PhyUis Weinberg Branch of the Yitti Leibel Helpline 

>t"l' o7~·;i';rl11 i11J 7['1:10W 'l nJ :-t'VrT '1''n now) '11:rl·'J 
Fl',.:'r: ·rx 1''' ;iipDJJ 

•rv l1:-t1::i -rn '1''C'D ·1 p "''~''C'' ·1 
(;-T~C'l'11"t' '::; ~PilJJ 

Dedicated Mr. & Mrs. Shmuel Boruch Wilhelm 

Jonah's Fashion Inc. 

• We make skirts and jumpers, solids 
and plaids, from size 5 thru 
junior and pre-teens 

• Bais Yaacov blouses made from 
our own custom made 
(extra heavy) material 

kindness are potentially many. We can 
then teach our younger counterparts 
that we must use the daylight hours as 
golden opportunities to choose to do the 
Creator's will. 

When we reach this higher con
sciousness, we are instantly trans
formed. We no longer see ourselves as 
old and useless, but as servants of 
Hashem who have a special message to 
deliver that is uniquely crafted from the 
very lessons we learned during our lives. 
When we wholeheartedly accept our 
new roles as messengers, we experience 
a renewed sense of purpose, even 
greater than the purpose we felt when 
we were raising our children or build
ing our businesses. 

Relating this message to the persons 
who will most need to hear it and ben
efit from it provides spiritual nourish
ment for us that is kosher and that 
allows us to thrive and grow. 

If we live with this attitude, we will 
age 1ike fine wine, becoming more 
valuable with each passing year. We will 
mature. We will never cease to educate. 
We will become a living Sefer Torah. 
Torah principles will displace the secu
lar view of aging, and we will become 
shining beacons, transforming what 
might have been a dark and overcast twi
light into the splendor of a sunset. We 
will become enlightened beings who are 
truly happy with our portion (samei'ach 
bechelko). Our praise of the Creator in 
acknowledgment of His perfect creation 
will bring a personal, deep inner peace 
and tranquility during our visit through 
the evening hours of life, and the next 
generation will then be able to learn this 
important lesson from us. 

If we strive to achieve this positive 
attitude during our sunset years, there
by acknowledging the will of the Cre
ator as perfect, then the true light of day 
will eternally shine for us in the world 
of truth, the world that is completely 
good (haolam shekulo tov). • 
_,,_,_ -·----...... -----

! The Creator is only good. The force referred to 
as evil is an illusion. However, the term illusion 
does not mean that it cannot harn1 us. Evil 
receives its nourishment from the spiritual 
nutrients that good doesn't take advantage of. If 
good totally permeates our lives, then evil will 
have no nourishn1ent and will cease to exist. 

----·---------------··----·---------.. -· - --... ·---------··---·---··---·----·--··--
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Apples From the Tree, Transmitting 
Torah Values to our Children, by Rabbi 
Moshe Young (published by Israel Book
shop, Lakewood, NJ $22.95) 

A
pples. In the mind's eye, the 
word apple conjures a picture of 
a perfectly shaped, flaming red, 

deep yellow or emerald green apple, 
without a fleck of brown, beckoning, 
ten1pting one to reach out and take a 
bite of the crisp, juicy fruit. Jn truth, the 
peel of the apple, which is so colorful
ly inviting, was created to coax people 
into discovering and partaking of the 
optimum part of the fruit, the juicy flesh 
of the apple. 

Rarely has a book been so aptly 
named and covered as the book, Apples 
From the Tree, by Rabbi Moshe Young. 
The cover of the book, with its rich, 
true-to-life picture of an apple orchard, 
entices, begging one to take the book in 
hand and enjoy "a bite:' 

In his book, Rabbi Young presents 
essay upon essay of analytical discus
sion, practical advice, and elucidating 
examples on the wide-ranging topic of 
transmitting 'forah values to our chil
dren, the "apples" of our eyes. The easy, 
flowing style makes for pleasant read -
ing, eliciting a hearty chuckle or slight 
grimace tinged with guilt at the real-to
life situations that he cleverly portrays. 

The essays contained within the 
pages of Apples From the Tree combine 
Rabbi Young's decades of experience in 
chinuch, in his capacity as principaL 
educator and lecturer, with his talent as 
a prolific writer. With the stress based 
on basic principles in chinuch and how 
they manifest themselves within the 
fa1nily environ1nent, the book contains 
gems on every conceivable topic, fron1 
the "Ketchup Syndrome" to "A Prayer, 
A 1'ear and an Answer." 

Written in a fashion that is at once 

Rabbi Birnbaum, an educator in Lakewood, NJ, 
and a regular colunu1ist for fTa111odia, is a fre
quent contributor to these pages. 
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Reviewed by Rabbi Avrohom Birnbaum 

gentle and firm, the book directs the 
reader, spurring him to deeper insight 
into the parent/child interrelationship, 
while providing an understanding of the 
concept that Torah is not just something 
to be learned, it is something to be lived. 
The underlying theme of the book, that 
in order that the "apple not fall far from 
the tree;' ie. that the children should fol
low in the ways of their parents, is pred
icated on the Torah's teachings that par
ents must live what they preach. For 
example, when discussing the three 
weeks during which we reme1nber and 
commemorate the destruction of the 

Beis Hamikdash, Rabbi Young questions 
how we can pass on a sense of this old 
pain to our children. After all," if time 
has succeeded in lessening the pain for 
us, and in some cases to dismiss it 
ahnost entirely, how can we help our 
children to understand what the pain 
of the Three Weeks is all about?" His 
answer is a very telling truth. "Children 
are very sensitive to the true feelings of 
adults. They can sense disturbances in 
the home without being aware of the 
details. They can share in an atmosphere 
of happiness or, conversely, feel the 
vibrations of sadness. To what extent 
does sadness truly permeate our homes 
during the Nine Days?" He then con
tinues by expounding on the subtle dif
ferences between the letter of the law 
and the spirit of the law and how a par
cnfs actions directly influence a child's 
perception. "It is true that there are 

n1usic tapes that are purely vocal with 
no instrumentation, and clean clothes 
can be worn every day if they have been 
worn beforehand for only a moment or 
two .... While adults may understand 
the subtleties of all these things, chil
dren do not. ... If their daily lives do not 
appear any different from that of any 
other summer's day (other than absti
nence from swimming) ... , it will be 
hard for them to perceive that there is 
a difference .... They need our help .... 
As recently as forty years ago, the lives 
of many Jewish families had a strikingly 
quiet quality during the Nine Days. 
Voices were subdued, and no one in the 
house sang. Children, though immature 
and ever playful, nevertheless, felt the 
atmosphere of loss .... " 

T
his is but a sampling of thoughts 
which most parents are subcon
sciously aware of, yet cannot 

verbalize and therefore may not prac
tice. Here the thoughts are clearly 
elucidated in such a delicate and 
non-threatening manner as to encour
age parents to implement and instill 
these values in their children. 

Everybody is familiar with the adage, 
"Don't judge a book by its cover." In this 
particular situation, however, the cover 
encapsulates the entire book; it is invit
ing on the outside and "juicy" from 
~ili~ • 
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Journey to Virtue -- The Laws oflnter-
personal Relationships - in Business, 
Home and Society, by Rabbi Avrohom 
Ehrman (published by ArtScroll, Brook-

lyn, NY !_2_3_.9_9_) ________ _ 

T
his past Succos, son1eone \vho 
had con1e to join us for a seudas 
Yo111 TOv \Vas looking for son1e

thing to read while the table was being 
readied. I handed him my copy of)our
ncy to Virtue, and said, "This is one of 
the best English sefarim ever pub
lished." 

"Oh, I know;' he replied. "I had been 
looking around for a good English 
treatment of 111itzvas hashovas aveida 
(the con1mandmcnt to return lost 
objects), and I found it in this sefer." 

A friend of mine relates that he 
reads to his family from Journey to 
Virtue at the Shabbos table every week. 

Its American-born author, Rabbi 
Avrohom Ehrman, studied for many 
years in Bnei Brak's Kolle! Chazon !sh 
and is the author of other scholarly 
works. journey to Virtue is a veritable 
Kitzur Shulchan Aruch (Abridged Code 
of Law) on the full gamut oflaws relat
ing to our interaction with others. And 
it is particularly useful and important 
because the hundreds of real-life illus
trations bring the halacha to life in a 
very practical, down-to-earth way. 

As Rabbi Ehrman notes in his 
Introduction, the Chofetz Chaim 
broke new ground when he authored 
Sefer Chafetz Chaim, a Shulchan Aruch 
(Code of Law) on proper speech and 
related laws. But there did not exist a 
comprehensive work to guide a person 
through the myriad laws by which 
interpersonal activities are governed. 

·~~--- ··~ 

Rabbi Finkelman, a rebbe in Yeshiva Darchei 
Torah, Far Rockaway, NY, is a frequent contrib
utor to these pages, including "The Chazon Ish 
7"~, Fifty Years Since His Passing" (Nov. '03) J·Ie 
is the author of several biographies published by 
ArtScroll Mesorah Publications, including Rav 
Pan1, The Life and Ideals of Rabbi Avrohon1 Yaako1' 
Hakohen Pam ('03). 
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Reviewed by Rabbi Shimon Finkelman 

In response to this need, Rabbi 
Ehrman wrote the popular Hebrew 
Halichos Olam, first published in l 988. 
Journey to Virtue is a n1uch-expanded 
English rendition of that work. Its sixty 
chapters (arranged under ten cate
gories) open with "Love and Hate" and 
conclude \vith "Emulating I-Iashe1n's 
Ways," surely an attainable goal for 
anyone who strives to n1ake this sefer 
a part of his life. 

An Eye Opener 

R
abbi Ehr1nan notes in his Intro
duction, "Many people are 
completely unaware of the exis

tence of certain 1nitzvos bein adan1 

l'chaveiro." We may add that many 
people understand that certain modes 
of behavior are "not nice," but they 
would be shocked to discover that the 
Torah actually prohibits such conduct. 
Below are a few citations fro1n Jour
ney to Virtue: 

• It is forbidden to cause people dis
comfort not only with words, but 
through any other kind of action as 
well. For example: It is forbidden to 
jump the line at a bank or post office, 
or to smoke near so1neone who 
objects to cigarette smoking (pp. 54-
55). 

• It is forbidden to con1pare one's 
attributes, such as knowledge, good 
deeds or wealth, with those of anoth
er individual in order to rnake oneself 
appear superior and the other person 
inferior. ("I got a higher grade than he 
did." - p.153) 

• Mr. Dian1ond is a very wealthy 
person with huge investn1ents. A local 
storeo\vner, known to be honest and 
responsible, asks hi1n for a desperate
ly needed short-term loan to keep his 
business solvent. Mr. Dia1nond is 
reluctant to extend the loan, for it 
would mean a $500 loss of revenue for 
him. Nevertheless, he is obligated to 
extend the loan because keeping his 
neighbor's business fro1n collapsing 
takes precedence over himself earning 
additional profit (p. 192). 

• V\Thcn Yitzi and Rivki became 
engaged, each side pledged $15,000 
towards the wedding and the expens
es of starting the couple off When it 
became apparent that additional 
monies were needed, Yitzy's parents 
decided to approach Rivki's parents to 
raise their commitment. They are 
permitted to ask, but not to pressure. 
If they do use pressure and succeed in 
procuring more funds, they have vio
lated the tenth commandment, "You 
shall not covet" (p. 318). 

Business Ethics 

I
n a well-known incident, a shochet 
told Rabbi Yisroel Salanter that he 
planned to cease practicing she

chita because there is so much halacha 
that one needs to know and uphold to 
ensure that one's slaughtering is truly 
kosher. He found the responsibility too 
difficult and nerve-wracking. 

"And what will you do instead?" 
asked Reb Yisroel. 

"I plan to open a business," the man 
replied. 

"You are 1nistaken," Reb Yisroel 
told him. "The volume of halachos 
one needs to master in Choshcn 
Mish pat to do business according to 
halacha is far greater than what one 
needs to master in Yoreh De' ah to per
form shechita. It is better that you 
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should re1nain a shochet." 
Mastering Choshen Mish pat cannot 

be accomplished in a matter of days 
or \veeks. One can, however, at least 
begin to fulfill Reb Yisroel's charge by 
reading the section entitled "Honest 
Con11nerce" in Rabbi Ehrrnan's work. 
Consun1ers, too, would do well to 
peruse these chapters. 

• H.cuven sa\v an attractive house on 
sale for a very reasonable price and 
moved quickly to close the deal. The 
next day he met with the seller and 
they reached a verbal agreement on 
price and ter1ns, and set a ti1ne to meet 
again the following day to sign a for
mal agreement. Shimon heard about 
Reuven's plans, and just a few hours 
before Reuven's 1neeting with the 
seller, contacted the agent and bought 
the house on the spot. For this Shimon 
is considered a rasha (wicked person) 
(P. 395). 

Rabbi Ehrman concludes his Intro
duction with the following: 

Many of these laws are intimate
ly connected to middos (character 
traits), which are exceedingly diffi
cult to change. Thus, individuals who 
believed themselves to be keeping 
halacha correctly prior to reading 
this sefer may suddenly become 
aware that that they have been 
repeatedly violating explicit hala
chos. 

This phenomenon is not meant, 
chas v'shalom, to break a person; 
indeed, this is the great challenge of 
life. The Vilna Gaon taught that a 
person is granted life primarily to 
work on his middos. Above all, this 
effort leads to the greatest virtue of 
all - humility. 

On a personal note, I too share 
this struggle. It is easier to learn the 
relevant sugyos and publish the 
sefarim than to actually live a full 
Torah life. With this book, I share 
this struggle with you. 
To live by the laws encompassed 

within Journey to Virtue is to attain a 
very high level of character refine
ment. We owe Rabbi Ehrman a pro
found debt of gratitude for present
ing us with this priceless treasure. II 
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A FRIEND 
From The Past 

Bracha Goetz 

You are watching Shabbos 
coming, with a look of scorn. 

For years you have argued that 
my choice was wrong. 

Once we were young women, our 
goals in sync, 

Then our paths diverged. Still 
there's a link. 

Before you were born, 

The angels taught you all you 
had to know. 

Before you were here, 

The angels told you how life 
would appear. 

Before you came, 

The angels sang you songs that 
filled your soul. 

Before you were born, 

The puzzle pieces of this world 
looked whole. 

Why do I try to give excuses for 
the woman's role? 

You've got the answers buried in 
your soul. 

The children's eyes are shining -
living proof of how years 
passed. 

The glamour and the prestige 
didn't last. 

Before you were born, 

The angels taught you all you 
had to know. 

Before you were here, 

The angels told you how life 
would appear. 

Before you came, 

The angels sang you songs that 
filled your soul. 

Before you were born, 

The puzzle pieces of this world 
looked whole. 

Here you are standing right 
beside me, wondering what to 
do. 

I have to light the Shabbos can
dles -.now it's up to you. 

Your hands cover both eyes, in 
hopes they'll hide the tears. 

Inside something's released, you 
haven't felt in years. 

Before you were born, 

The angels sang you songs that 
filled your soul. 

Before you were born, 

The puzzle pieces ofthis world 
looked whole. 

Your face lights up. 

Was it the Shabbos candles that 
you saw? 

Or did you hear the song, 

The one you too knew years 
before? 

Mrs. Goetz of Baltimore is a frequcht contributor to these pages. 
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l
1SECOND 

LOOKS 

11Baby Einstein'' 
and the Ashrei Yeladeto Factor 

T
he rabbis have taught that the 
introduction and subsequent 
unfolding of a child's strengths 

and weaknesses begin at conception, 
continuing through the fetal stage 
and early infancy, into childhood. 

A story is told: 
A young couple brought their 

infant to the Rav for a blessing: "We 
want him to grow up to be a bigtzad
dik and talmid chacham." 

"You seem to be aspiring for him 
to achieve greatness," commented the 
rabbi. "How old is he?" 

"J'hree months old." 
"I will pray for his development, 

but for maximum fulfillment of his 
potential, you should have started 
preparing a year ago." 
In fact, we are told that among 

Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai's five pri
mary disciples, Rabbi Yehoshua hen 
Chanania was distinguished as" ashrei 
yeladeto - praiseworthy is she who bore 
him" (Avos II, 11). The commentaries 
say that this accolade refers to Rabbi 
Yehoshua's mother's practice of wheel
ing his carriage into the beis midrash 
so he could imbibe the influence of the 
Talmudic discussions taking place 
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there (see Yerushalmi, Yevamos). 
Undoubtedly, children absorb 

information, learn skills, and form atti
tudes from a very young age, and there 
have always been parents who fill their 
children's lives with educational expe
riences and inspiring stimuli. Of 
course, just as there are some who 
make a practice of over-feeding their 
offspring, there are those who over
stimulate them. And yet others who 
delegate the responsibilities of early 
childhood education and engagement 
to toys1 games, and the all-tin1e elec
tronic baby-sitters, television and 
videos. The latest wrinkle in this area 
was the subject of a front-page article 
in The New York Times, which was 
headlined: "A Growing Number of 
Video Viewers Watch From Crib." The 
story reports, in part: 

Half an hour before bedtime, 
John Hill-Edgar is in his blue boun
cy chair, watching the "Baby Bach" 
DVD, riveted by the sound of"Joy of 
Man's Desiring" and the pictures of 
a toy train, a baby, and a bubble
blowing toy bear. 

He is just 7 months old, too 
young to talk, but like many other 

American babies, he has been watch
ing videos from the "Baby Einstein" 
series almost since his birth. 

In fact, more than a quarter of 
children under 2 have televisions in 
their room, according to a large 
study of young children's media 
habits that was issued yesterday by 
the Henry J. Kaiser Family Founda
tion. 

On a typical day, the study found, 
59 percent of children 6 months to 2 
years watch television, and 42 percent 
watch a videotape or a DVD. The 
median time they spend watching 
some form of media or another on 
the screen is slightly more than two 
hours .... 

According to the study, I 0 percent 
of the babies and toddlers from 6 
months to 2 years have a television 
remote control designed for children. 
And 32 percent have videos from the 
"Baby Einstein" series, created seven 
years ago as a way of exposing 
infants to poetry, language, music 
and art. 

[The story adds:] 
The baby-media blitz began in the 

late 1990's, on the heels of a flurry of 
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publicity about how the earliest 
years were the most important for a 
child's brain development. There 
was so much discussion of the 
"Mozart effect" -the idea that expo
sure to classical music made a person 
smarter - that Zell Miller, then the 
governor of Georgia, proposed that 
the state give a classical CD to every 
new mother leaving the hospital. 

[On the other hand,] the Ameri
can Academy of Pediatrics adopted a 
statement that said children under 2 
should not watch television and that 
children of all ages [emphasis ours J 
should not have a television in their 
room. 

"Maybe it should be phrased 
more positively, that children do 
best with the maxim um free play, the 
maximum interaction and maxi
mum face time with their parents," 
said Dr. Michael Rich, a member of 
the academy's committee on public 
education. 
Apparently, too much passive 

watching can have debilitating effects 
on the viewer. Yet conscientious par
ents may still feel that a home without 
"Baby Einstein" - or "Baby Shake
speare" and "Baby Newton" - is short
changing its children. After all, there 
are many ways in which one can 
guide and stimulate one's children's 
development. And by the same token, 
there are numerous areas in which the 
responding child can develop and 
mature. The visual, the aural, the tac
tile... listening to stories, hearing 
songs and singing along ... pouring, 
stirring, n1ixing, baking... eating, 
drinking ... being held, holding a doll, 
a hand ... touching, grabbing ... and 
watching. 

Jewish homes have always been 
aware of the myriad possibilities for 
acting on these goals. Many parents 
decorate their children's rooms with 
Gedolim pictures; others sing "Aleph 
Bais;' pointing at the letters as they go 
along; some mothers give their three
year-olds their own clumps of dough 
to knead into a challah. There's story
time on the lap, pointing at pictures in 
the book; putting a nickel in the 
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pushka; singing" Modeh Ani"; saying 
Shema. The list is endless. 

The dimensions in which a child 
develops are also manifold, as he or she 
responds to spiritual influences, expe
riences emotional bonding, develops 
social skills, and gains physical dex
terity (e.g., hand-eye coordination). 

Most important, then, is identifying 
positive forces and harnessing then1, 
while avoiding possibly debilitating 
influences. Yes, the environment, 
beginning from the earliest embryon
ic stages, including sounds, also con
tributes to a child's development. Nig
guniln and zemiros - 1nelodies and 
Shabbos and festival songs - their 
rhythms and harmonies form the 
basis of esthetic appreciation and 
emotional catharsis, laying the 
groundwork for responding to musi
cal stimulation in the future. In fact, 
thoughts and even unspoken motives 
can mold the developing neshama in 
astounding ways. 

These are all part of the spiritual 
dimension of growth. And this facet of 
the growing child continues to 
respond to its environ1nent, through 
the "Ashrei yeladeto" stage. Yes, Rabbi 
Yehoshua ben Chanania undoubtedly 
learned, in later life, to associate the 
sounds of Torah debated and analyzed 
with the security and comfort he had 
experienced in his crib, which was 
placed in the beis midrash by his 
mother with loving care. The sounds 
of Torah pilpul were his "security 
blanket," and became a source of 
comfort to him in the years ahead. And 

who can calculate how deeply the 
kedusha of his surroundings had per
meated his being, and contributed to 
his general readiness - and inclination 
- for more Torah? 

In sum, Rabbi Yehoshua's mother -
and some of our own Bobbes, by the 
same token - was way ahead of the lat
est spin on technological stimula
tions. Sensitizing a child and stimu
lating his growth is most effective when 
begun in the cradle, at the neshama 
level. Should one feel that the latest 
technology is a step ahead in some way 
or the other, pause for a moment and 
think in terms of nurturing a budding 
Rabbi Yehoshua, and how that was done. 
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Meeting 6-d at 
a Garden Party 

Bracha Goetz 

May, 1977. A perfect Garden Party day. 
Harvard University. Now twenty-five 

light-years away. 
Pinnacle of achievement. 
Peak of the mountain ranges, 
Garden Party at a Final Club, 
Among exclusive strangers. 

Rockefellers, JV!oynihans, of course, 
the Kennedys 

Elite. Prestigious. Powerful celebrities. 
And me. What was 1 doing there? 
Really, 1 wished I knew -
Never would have been invited, 
If they'd known 1 was a Jew. 

lt was what I'd always wanted -
To be within this crowd! 
Way up there at the airy spot 
Where no Jews are allowed! 

I tried to take it all in, 
So thrilled was 1 to be 
Mingling in blond and preppie 
High society. 

Wondering what they talk about? 
Mostly, heard ice cubes clinking. 
Light laughter, heads thrown back, 
I was afraid of blinking. 

In small groups they were chatting, 
But their eyes would still roam. 
They too looked for something else. 
1 felt so far from home. 

Everyone was tan and thin. 
The lawn was manicured. 
Nobody had that much to say. 
Truth is, they all seemed bored. 

Then the best part happened 
Right there on that spot. 
The sky filled up with storm clouds, 
And 1 felt the first drop. 

The rain came pouring, pouring down. 
E-v-e-r-y-t-h-i-n-g flopped. 
Even the elegant table spread -
Yep, that too got sopped. 

Poise tossed, they all dashed, frantic, 
Lest natural hairdos melt. 
It was one big soggy mess. 
But how do you think l felt? 

More thrilled than ever, ever! 
Not one trace of a frown. 
They had no power even to stop 
The rain from coming down. 

I went skipping back to the dorms, 
Jumping in puddles too. 
There was something still higher. 
I had proof it was true! 

There had been nothing up there 
Where I'd striven to be. 
On the highest peak of the greatest pike, 
There was nothing to see. 

That day had been a turning point. 
It was even clear back then. 
I met G-d at a Garden Party, 
Then, again, and again and again. 

----------·- ------------------·-----·-
Mrs. Goetz of Baltimore is a frequent contributor to these pages. 
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CALLING THE CULPRIT 
BY ITS PROPER NAME 

To the Editor: 
In the most recent issue of The Jew

ish Observer (Nov. )03), there was a ref
erence in an article entitled "Post-Yon1 
7'ov Reflections: Back to Normal?" to an 
inappropriate event that occurred in the 
Five 'fowns area during the Yamim 
Noraim. Specifically, the article states 
that "A local Five Towns synagogue invit
ed a special guest speaker to start this 
year's Selichos service - the n1ost Rev
erend William F. Murphy, Bishop of 
Rockville Center:' Let me make it clear 
that this was not a "local Five Towns syn
agogue" but a local Reform Temple 
(Temple Israel), whose "Rabbi" Jay 
Rosenbaum has been quoted as stating 
on various occasions that he is "a bona
fide Apikores:' We must be very vigilant 
in stating the facts accurately as this 
see1ningly unintentional omission can 
lead to inferences that this event 
occurred at a local Orthodox synagogue 
and could possibly defame an entire 
Torah observant community. 

YosEr NUSSBAUM 

Lawrence, NY 
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There is no 
such thing as 
coincidence ... 
and other stories 

of Divine 
Providence 
BY BARUCH LEV 

Making a 
Difference 

True stories about real people 
who make you proud to be a Jew 

By Miriam G. Damen 

;-E--vcryonc's life is full of challenging 
moments, and how we react to these 

crence. Here is a collection of true stories 
that focus on that fascinating moment of choice - when human 
nature struggles with Judaism's ethical and spiritual truths. Meet 
people, like yourself, \Vho rise to the challenge, and discover 
what it takes to make that kind of difference in your own life! 

f}l.JISS-Il~IEI) 
INl~()ll:tli\.'l'l()N III 

ct?a1Qa 
l1 a class full of girls - everyone's bound to be 

ent, and so is every volume in this 
Il new series for young readers from 
author M.C. Milln1an. 

Ou've already met Tziporah & Suri in volumes I 
& fl. Now it's time for Baila to tell her story! 

Challeng· . ing. 

N othing conveys the impact of Hashgocha Pratis in our 
lives better than a well-crafted story, and There is no such 

thing as coincidence ..• contains over 75 true stories, all told with 
the eloquence and unique style of noted author Rav Boruch Lev. 

Translated from the Hebrew best-seller Nif/'osav Livnei Adam, 
these stories speak from the heart - about the challenges, obsta
cles, detours, and sweet surprises we all encounter on the road of 
life; yet they all aim to steer us in one direction - ever closer and 
ever stronger in our emunah and bitachon in HaShem. 

There is no such thing as coincidence ..• will open your eyes, 
open your heart, and touch your neshomah with its inspiring sto
ries. It's ideal reading for Chanukah time, or anytime, so pick up 

copy today! 

HALACHOS OF 
other people's MONEY 
By Rabbi Yi,\'roel Pinclros Bodner 

Few works of contemporary ha!acha have attract~ 
ed as 1nuch attention as Rabbi Bodner's popular 

Ha!achos ofBrochos and Halachos ofMuktzeh. Now 
the author turns his attention to the laws of Choshen 

ishpat in a groundbreaking new work, This author
tive, practical guide discusses a broad range of 

topics: the many f01ms of stealing, borrowing with-
out permissi6n, 'keeping money or merchandise sent in error. the timely payment 
of wages and rentals, \Vhen and how to return a lost object, and more. 

Clear, practical, and extremely relevant to our daily lives. this new work is des
tined to bec01ne a contemporary classic. 

A CHANUKAH STORY 
By Linda Davi.~ I Illustrations by Udi Taub 

A ll the excite1nent and adventure of the 
' Chanukah sto1y c01ne vividly to life in 

;this charming retelling of the confrontation 
een the Jewish nation and the Greeks. Set 
yme and full of captivating, colorful illus
ns, here is a wonderful way for young 

<ind old alike to share the all-important les-
sons of the Chanukah story. 

At participating Jewish bookstores, or direct from ------------------------

FELD HEIM PUBLISHERS 
Torah Literature of Quality 

800-237-7149 
www.feldheim.com 
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DESIGH &: lA~OUT 
II PLAYSTRUCTURES II SWINGS 
II STEEL II PLASTIC 
II SITE FURNISHINGS 
II SCHOOL & CAMP EQUIPMENT 
I! BASKETBALL & VOLLEYBALL 

SYSTEMS 
Ill RUBBER RESILIENT FLOORING 
Ill ETC. 

• Equipment meets or exceeds 
all ASTM and CPSC safety 
guidelines 

• Site planning and design 
services with state-of-the-art 
Auto CAD 

• Stainless steel fabrication for 
ultimate rust resistance 

THE CHEDER 
Parksville 

EARLY CHILD DEVELOPMENT 
Hollis, Queens 

LYCEE FRANCAIS DE NY 
New York City 

ACORN HIGH SCHOOL 
Brooklyn, NY 

MAGEN DAVID YESHIVAH 
Brooklyn, NY 

SCHREIBER HIGH SCHOOL 
Port Jefferson 

YESHIVA OF FLATBUSH 
Midwood 

· 5302 New Utrecht.Avenue 

·•heaith:·'!~::~~;i:I~~2~iso1 



PIRMINUIE 

LOCAL SERVICE REQUIRED-$11.95 Wl1H UNUMl1'ID FEATURES 
INTRASTATE NJ 3.k. NY 5.9C 
5.9c TO ISRAEL AND MOST MAJOR DESTINA1IONS IN EUROPE 

DIRECT DIAL· NON INTERNET LINES· NOT PREPAID· BILLING IN SIX SECOND INCREMENTS· INTERNATIONAL CELL RATES HJGHER • $1.50 FOR UNLIMITED LOCAL• $4.00 FOR votCE MAIL· $3.45 
FOR INSIDE WIRE MAINTENANCE PLAN IS NOW AVAILABLE TO NY, NJ, & PA RESIDENCES AND WIU SOON BE AVAILABLE IN OTHER STATES. 



" 1 DJ 

He MAY ee TOO YOUNG TO ASK THE 4 GUESTIONS, 
0UT HE GHOUL.II ee DOING 
MANY OTHER THINGS! 

ome infants and toddlers (birth to 

age 3) may simply need 

"a little push" in communicating, 

listening and speaking skills, 

physical development/coordination or playing 

and living skills (i.e. eating, dressing). 

Netcare's team of evaluators and therapists 

can make a difference. 

They are professional, qualified 

and trained to help evaluate children 

and form an individualized, family-oriented 

plan geared to help each child reach their 

fullest potential and to help you, the parent, 

further promote their development. 

All services are free of charge, conducted in 

your community and your choice of setting -

e.g., at home or day care centers -

throughout the five boroughs of NYC, 

Westchester and Nassau Counties. Weekdays, 

Sundays, Daytime and Evening Hours. 

mt'LJ EVALUATIONS IN YOUR LANGUAGE, 
YIDDISH, HEBREW, RUSSIAN, ETC. 

m:f• SPEECH/LANGUAGE THERAPY 

'~ J f3J OCCUPATIONAL a PHYSICAL THERAPY 
.-,_.,-__ )JJ.C•'->'" 

L!tlJ FEEDING THERAPY 

~ SERVICE COORDINATION 
l:..!Jlill 8: ADVOCACY SERVICES 

UfJ SPECIAL INSTRUCTION 

W FAMILY ASSESSMENT AND TRAINING 

fi1ID PSYCHOLOGICAL AND SOCIAL SERVICES 

;~~· NETCARE 
, .{ •. ~~ ... ·.;,~,;, INC. 

~,-;,-''l_.q!;;.1: TM 

i:i) ~A Where caring start;, 
.. )'.)i1 '!) JY iY)J 11)n 

Early Intervention Program 
Our experienced Service Coordinators and administrative staff offer unparalleled support 
and responsiveness to each family's needs. 
Funded and regulated by the New York State Department of Health, in New York City by 
the New York City Deportment of Health and Mental Hygiene, and in Westchester and 
Nassau by the County Department of Health. 

The participating companies of [I] COMPREHENSIVE 
Comprehensive Network NETWORI\ INC. 

,, Where caring counts""' 

Netcare, Inc. is a participating agency of Comprehensive Network - established in 1985 -
which has earned a reputation for quality, professionalism and stability and has successfully 
administered more than 40 NYC and NYCDOE contracts for therapy and assessments, Early 
Intervention, CPSE, CSE and RSA services. 

718-677-4140 ASK FOR MIRIAM SH MUELi OR RIVKA JAFFE• EMAIL: El@COMPREHENSIVENET.COM 
PROFESSIONALS INTERESTED IN PROVIDING SERVICES, PLEASE CALL RIVKA JAFFE EXT. 204 

718-677-4140 •FAX 718-677-3812 • 1662 OCEAN AVENUE• BROOKLYN, NY 11230 • WWW.COMPREHENSIVENET.COM 






