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r900-1945 
<Transmitting the <Torah 

ljgacy to America 
v~ur indispensable guide to understanding how the 

European Torah legacy was transplanted to America. A vir
tual "Who's Who" of Orthodox Jewish life over the first half of the 
twentieth century, this broad compilation of first-person accounts, 
scores of biographies, and hundreds of historic documents creates 
a vivid picture of the growth of a Torah-oriented society. 

Studded with hundreds of fascinating photos and complete with 
a glossary of Hebrew terms, .this is a book that will interest every 
committed American· Jew. 
Compiled by. Rabbi A. Leib Scheinbaum. 

A SuABsos VoRT 
A collection of thoughts, stories and parables on the Weekly Parashah 

Y,ur Shabbos table is transformed into an uplifting experience when there is stimulating discussion 
of the weekly Torah reading. This enlightening volume contains stories, parables, and insights on 

the weekly parashah that will delight every member of your household. 
Culled from Gemara, Midrash, commentaries, and.traditional lore, each selection is simply told, yet 

delivers an inspiring and profound message. 
A Shabbos VOrt is a superb English translation of the work Vekarasa L'Shabbos Oneg. A bestseller 

in the original Hebrew, this English-language collection is a wonderful gift for your Shabbos host and 
a meaningful addition to your own home. library. Compiled by Rabbi Visroel Bronstein. 

Noll le s NOIJIB Deeds ID 
The newest volume in this popular series by Rabbi David Silber continues to bring us touching an&!? 

dotes about dozens of great Rabbinic figul'&S, each one accompanied by a biographic profile. 
Why would the seemingly affluent young Leizer Vudel Finkel walk the muddy streets of.Radin in 

worn-though shoes? What prompted Rabbi Sl'lilllon Schwab to sell his most treasured possession? 
Why did .the Belzer Rebbe. uncharacteristically voice a desire !Or hot, sweet coffee alld fresh cake'? 
What did Rabbi Ezra Attia do to avert .his. Wife's ... inevitable" surgery? 

These are only a few of the stories about Torah personalities featured in this enchanting l!ook. From 
Chassidic leaders to Uthuanian RoshE!i Yeshiva, communal Rabbis to Sephardic Chachamim - .all are 
represented! Read 1hem and be inspired. 
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Statement of Policy 
The Jewish Observer has devoted a great deal 
of space to the perils of the Internet and 
to the need for everyone to be extremely 
vigilant in its use. We have echoed the pleas 
of our gedoUm that it should not be in use, 
unless it is an unavoidable necessity, and then 
only with all suitable safeguards. While its 
dange·rs must be recognized and con~ 

trolled to every possible degree, our 
gedofim recognize that many people and 
businesSes require its use, and therefore it 
has not been banned. This is why we acc_ept 
advertisements listiilg' website add"""''
but in no way does this imply th••t)the 

gedolim or The Jewish Observer 
casual use of the Internet. 



I
n times of crisis, we tend to fall back 
on our old, faithful support systems 
- or safety nets, if you will. A drop 

in income? There are savings in the bank. 
Evicted from your apartment? Parents, 
relatives or close friends will open 
their doors for you. The SUV is out of 
commission? Take the sedan. Or a cab. 
Or a bus. 

The same is true on the national level, 
as well as in the international arena. 
Dedicated allies, loyal trade partners, like-
1ninded coalition members, alternative 
suppliers of vital materials. Someone is 
usually there to step in or bail you out 
in your desperate situation. 

Usually .... Hopefully .... Most of the 
time, anyway. 

The current era hardly consists of 
tranquil times. On the international 
scene, no country is truly secure from 
terrorist activity. Specifically, America 
stands almost alone in its intervention 
in Iraq. The nation itself is torn by uncer
tainty regarding foreign policy as well as 
domestic priorities. ~fhe economy is 
unstable. The price of oil has reached 
unprecedented heights. 

Similarly, Israel is isolated in the world 
community and is roundly condemned 
for any pre-emptive strike against ded
icated murderers, while Arab perpetra-
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Nissan Wolpin 

LEARNING THE 

o ideous crimes rarely everi get a 
slap on the wrist. Moreover, anti
Semitism has become common in many 
European countries, once again. 

On yet a different level, sense of shame 
and decency in America has eroded to 
the point of nonexistence. Some states 
are considering recognizing1 same
gender marriages, legitimizing that 
which the Torah terms repulsive. 
Leading firms' CEOs as well as elected 
and appointed officials have been con
victed of insider trading, embezzlement, 
and fraud, leading to a society where 
"almost anything goes." 

Is there a lesson for us to learn, a mes
sage the Creator is sending to us through 
the flow of events? 

THROUGH THE LENS 
OF A DIFFERENT CRISIS 

J
ust over 30 years ago, we were going 
through a similarly confusing, 
threatening down-spin, during and 

m the aftermath of the Yorn Kippur War. 
On that fateful Day of Atonement in 
1973/5734, Arab armies had sprung a 
multi-pronged surprise attack on Israel. 
Part of the Israeli leadership panicked, 
and the invincible hero, General Moshe 
Dayan, exclaimed, "We are on the brink 
of the Third Churban!" Only through the 
1 Massachusetts ai~~~dY-has. 

of America, undet 
(unpopular) leadership of President 
Richard Nixon, did Israel receive a 
timely shipment of arms to help it over
come the invading forces. Yes, Israel did 
win the military battle, but where did this 
leave us? 

After the victory, oil prices in America 
reached unprecedented levels, and part
ly as a result, the cost of sugar, coffee and 
other imported goods spiraled upward. 
Jews in general and Israelis in particular 
were no one's hero. In fact, the slogan on 
some streets was: "Don't burn oil, burn 
Jews." The sense of desperation was an 
unspoken "Where do we go from here?" 

At the national convention of 
Agudath Israel of America that 
November, the late Rosh Hayeshiva, 
Rabbi Moshe Feinstein ':>"Olt, addressed 
the situation: 

This is a time of crisis for Israel, but 
we must not lose faith. The Torah 
instructs us, "Be wholehearted with 
Hashem your G-d" (Devarim 18,13), and 
Rashi comments that we should not 
speculate as to the future, but rather, we 
must realize that we are in good hands. 

Wars do not follow natural guide
lines. They are fully miraculous events 
and are directly manipulated by the 
Hand of G-d, I shall cite just two his
torical events that bear this out: Under 
natural conditions, Bar Kochba, whose 
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forces were stronger than the Roman 
army, should have been victorious over 
the Romans. He erred, however, when 
he asked Hashem not to interfere 
with the course of the battle by help
ing either him or the enemy. For this 
he was punished, and vanquished 
( Gittin 57a and Midrash Rabba Eicha 
2:4). One cannot say, "I'll do it alone," 
but rather one must be fully aware that 
"Hashem is the Master of war" and 
directs all warfare without even the 
guise of a natural order. 

By contrast, Yehonasan, with only 
his weapons carrier to assist him, took 
on the Philistine Army, saying, "There 
is nothing preventing Hashem from 
de1ivering the enemy, whether to many 
or to few" - and, indeed, they were vic
torious (Shmuel I, 14,6). Of course, as 
a rule, one must not rely on miracles. 
Yet, Yehonasan did, even in war, out of 
the fullest realization that nothing in 
warfare is ever short of the miraculous. 2 

The Rosh Hayeshivalamented the fact 
that we, too, attributed the Israeli victory 
to its military prowess. That was the wrong 
lesson to gain from the course of events. 
He drew from the Mis/ma at the end of 
Mesechta Sota to show the folly of relying 
on one's own strength. The Mishna 
describes the era known as "lkvesa 
deMeshicha" - literally, the Footsteps of 
Messiah, when people can, so to speak, hear 
his footfalls as he draws near: 

With the footsteps of the Messiah, 
insolence will increase, and inflation will 
soar; the vine will give its fruit but wine 
will be dear; and the government will 
be guilty of betrayal, and there will be 
no rebuke; meeting places will be used 
for immorality ... ; border dwellers 
will wander about from city to city, 
without pity; the knowledge of schol
ars will be lost; those who fear sin will 
be despised, and the truth will be hid
den; youths will shame old men and 
old men will stand up for youngsters; 
the face of the generation will be like 
the face of the dog; [and] the son is not 
ashamed before his father. On whom 
can we rely? [Only] on our Father in 
Heaven. 

2-T~ans!;~tion;--~~-puh!ished in --Th;---]~wis-h 
(Jbserver, Nov. '73. 
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THE MISHNA'S LESSONS 
FOR THE WAR'S AFTERMATH 

b Moshe pointed out that peo
ple generally feel reasonably 
ecure when the social, political 

and economic support systems of their 
lives are in place. But should each of these 
props be knocked away from them, they 
come to the realization that "We have no 
one to rely upon but our Father in 
Heaven." Indeed, he declared, what we 
had been experiencing was a living 
embodiment of that Mishna's lesson. 

Reb Moshe then referred to the 
usual setting of absorbing a lesson - the 
classroom. Once the teacher has clari
fied the relevant concept, and the proofs 
have been enumerated, the conclusions 
should be clear. The students are tested 
on the material. If they pass the test, fine. 
When the dismissal bell rings, they can 
go home. But should an inattentive or 
distracted student not respond proper
ly to the questions, the rebbi or teacher 
will keep him after school. His friends 
may wait impatiently in the playground 
while the teacher repeats the lesson - with 
greater emphasis, underscoring the 
bases for the conclusions. The student 
squirms and sweats. Will he learn and pass 
the test? 

In regard to our own situation in 1973, 
said Reh Moshe: 

After suffering material and spiri
tual deprivations, the Mishna predicts 
that we will come to realize that we can 
rely only on Hashem. All the suffering 
we endure until then is geared toward 
bringing us to this ultimate realization, 
and the sooner we come to it, the soon
er will we be spared more ]essons. 
During the War of '67, we were 
exposed to the Hand of G-d. Had we 
all been fully aware of what we had wit
nessed and the impact of all the sto
ries we had heard, if we but had learned 
the lessons that He is the only source 
of our victory, we would not have need
ed this recent war - the Yorn Kippur 
War - to awaken us! 

As long as we persist in attributing 
success to "my might and the power of 
my hand;' we are still in need of fur
ther lessons that there is no such thing; 

my might and the power of my 
hand" are nonexistent.3 

Not having absorbed the message of 
those earlier events, the Master of the 
World has "kept us after school;' so to 
speak, to continue teaching us our les
son, with even greater emphasis than in 
the past. 

MESSAGES FROM HISTORY 
- REPEATED AGAIN 

I
n the thirty-plus years since the Rosh 
Yeshiva's distillation of the lessons of 
that war, we still have not absorbed 

the message, and the very same lessons 
are as timely as ever. 'foday's society in 
general, and the Jewish community in 
particular, are being haunted by the very 
same crisis situations, only with much 
greater intensity. 

Let us survey today's scene fro1n the 
perspective of the Mishnds description: 

• In a society built on people's basic 
decency and etiquette, we are con
stantly being confronted with an "in
your-face" mode of expression. In the 
words of the Mishna, "Chutzpa yasgei
insolence wil1 increase ... and meeting 
places will be used for immoral purposes. 
Those who fear sin will be despised." 

• There was a time when elders were 
respected, and their experience was 
valued. Not in this era of the Youth 
Culture. We can again quote the Mishna: 
"Youths will shame old men and old men 
will stand up for youngsters:' 

• Remember when prices were stable, 
people were sober, and investn1ents were 
secure? But today, addictions are co1nmon, 
and in the case of some key needs such as 
oil, housing and dairy products, inflation 
is rampant. Says the Mishna: "Inflation will 
soar, the vine will give its fruit, but 
[because of demand] wine will be dear:' 

• The government in America was 
once popular, the political and financial 
leaders were respected and trusted, and 
the ruling coalition in Israel had been 
voted in by a vast majority. But currently, 
the opposite is true in case after case. 

Headlines scream of betrayal of the 
interests of investors by America's 
corporate heads and the trust of vot-
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ers by political leaders. [At this writ
ing, today's paper - The New York Times, 
May 28, '04 - reports of the indictment 
of the former governor of Alabama for 
corruption and bid-rigging; more on 
Connecticut's governor's mishandling 
of funds; the Federal Reserve's order to 
Citigroup to pay $70 million for abus
es in personal and mortgage loans; the 
civil suit against Richard A. Grasso, for
mer head of the NY Stock Exchange, 
that he repay more than $100 million 
of his "excessive" $139.5 million pay 
package; and the corruption and waste 

on the part of the NEC Business 
Network Solutions, and the demand 
that it be charged with $20. 7 million 
in fines and restitution.] It is precise
ly as the Mishna predicted: "The gov
ernment will turn to heresy [that is, 
betrayal of its mission], and there will 
be no rebuke [or review by the courts] 
of the accusations." 

• Israel's borders were once secure, but 
no longer. In the three-and-a-half years 
since the Intafada was launched, the vio
lence began with stones hurled over the 
wall from the Temple Mount onto the 

8 

en we first opened our doors, we set out to build a first class, out~ 
of~town yeshivah ~ including a mesivra, bais midrash and kollel. We 
selected only superh mechanchi1n for our limudei kodesh staff. We 

accepted the applications of only the finest talmidim, high caliber bnei Torah 
\Vith excellent midas and a desire to "shteig" in learning. We established a solid 
Regents~accrcdited general studies progratn. And the Mesivta flourished. 

Since then, we expanded our facilities twice. Finally, we purchased a large 
building and launched a campaign to prepare it for our future needs. 

But the future has caught up to us. We ran out of spru; 
right in the middle of our building campaign. 

For this year's pressing needs, we renovated three floors for our d' 
tory. We are now in Phase II of the campaign, which will give us a 
midrash, kitchen and dining facilities, classrooms, 
multi~purpose roo1ns, offices and much 1nore. 

Reserve your share in the most 
exciting new Torah institution in the 
New York area. 

MESIVTA & BAIS MEDRASH OF 

MANHATTAN BEACH 

plaza below on Erev Rosh Hashana, esca
lating to rashes of devastating suicide 
bombings. As the Mishna had predict
ed: "The border dwellers will wander 
about ... without pity:' 

• The courts of law and the legisla
tures had honored morality, at least as 
a basis of society. And while visual and 
dramatic arts violate all respectful lim
itations, at least the villain got his 
comeuppance in drama and literature. 
But no more. As the Mishna said it: 
"Those who fear sin will be despised, and 
the truth be hidden." 

•The authority of the rabbis was once 
uncontested. And pursuit of Torah 
knowledge was long considered the 
highest calling among Jews, based on a 
millennia-old system and sacred tradi
tion. But in Israel, the virulently anti-reli
gious Shinui Party has instituted a 
radical reduction in government support 
for Torah-study institutions, cutting 
off stipends to hundreds of heretofore 
thriving kollelim, as well as shrinking vital 
allocations to elementary and second
ary schools and for essential religious 
services and salaries for personnel. 
Don't we hear echoes of the Mishna's pre
scient comment? - "The knowledge of 
scholars will be lost:' 

So the lessons come home. In the 
absence of conventional supports for a 
life of decency, integrity, and security, the 
conclusion should be incontrovertible: 
"On whom can we rely? (Only] on our 
Father in Heaven." 

THE LESSONS COME HOME 

F
rustration and disillusion should 
not lead to despair, only to a reap
praisal of where our trust and alle

giances are to be assigned. Once we learn 
the lessons, we will not be "kept after 
school" by a Taskmaster Who does not 
relish repeating the message with yet 
more dra1natic exposition. Our under
standing of the dynamics of survival 
should make it unnecessary for Him to 
reinforce our recognition that: "On 
whom can we rely? [Only J on our 
Father in Heaven." Neither governments 
nor financial systems, neither society's 
innate decency nor its sense of respect 
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will make us secure. We will look only 
to Him to keep us safe and secure. 

Perhaps we might gain a bit more 
insight by reviewing one of the incidents 
that was recorded in the aftermath of the 
Yorn Kippur War, as reported by the late 
Rabbi Shraga Grossbard ., .. ,,,,then head 
of Israel's Chinuch Atzmai educational 
system: 

In a shul in Zichron Moshe, a young 
man, after being called up to the 
Torah, bentched goimel- the blessing 
to G-d for having survived a life-threat
ening situation. I asked him what had 
occurred. He began his reply in mat
ter-of-fact tones, but he quickly choked 
with emotion: 

"The other three who were with me 
in the tank were not religious, so I was 
alone in my Tehillim saying. Then a 
shell struck the hatch, and, in effect, 
sealed us inside. The tank started to 
burn, and we realized that there was no 
escape. 

"The others eyed me anxiously, and 
one of them broke out with a plea, 
'You're a dati. You know what to do. 
What does one say at the last minute?' 

"I told them 'Shema Yisroel, 
Hashem Elokeinu, Hashem Echad.' 
Together we screamed: 'Shema 
Yisroel ... .'Then, miraculously- could 
it be anything but a miracle? - anoth
er shell hit the spot where the first one 
had landed. The hatch blew open and 
we all scrambled to safety .... So now 
I bentched goimel." 

[To this, Rabbi Grossbard added:] 
It struck me that perhaps that was all 
that G-d had wanted from them: to real
ize that they were at His mercy. 
Knowing this, and expressing it in 
Shema, is enough. Then the trap can 
be sprung, their fate unsealed. 

Now, it seems that last moments are 
indeed approaching. It is time that we 
recognize it and join voice, shouting 
together "Shema Yisroel Hashem 
Elokeinu Hashem Echod."4 

Apparently, we did not respond then 
as was expected. Are we perhaps more 
ready today to join voices in declaring 
"Shema"? Are we finally prepared to live 
up to the call of the hour? • 
4 From another article in the Nov.'73 JO. 
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Personal responsibility throughout service - NOTJUSf "PAPERWORK" 

ORIGINATOR OF THE PRESENT RABBINICALLY APPROVED METHOD 
Highly recommended by Gedolai Hador- Here and in Eret7. \'israel 

1043-42nd Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219 

Day & N'ight phone: (718) 851-8925 
)))1''lJN10lJNj? ))l"j? - J>;;:i 1Nl 1110:1)) '1l0 

Kavod Haniftarwith Mesiras Nefesh and compassion for the bereaved family. 
TAHARAS ffANIFTAR SHOULD NEVER BE COMMERCIALIZED 

THEVORT 

• The Vort celebration is to be 
discontinued. The L'chaim (held at 
the time that the engagement is 
announced) should also not turn into a 
Vort. 

• The menu for the seuda is limited to 3 
courses followed by a regular dessert. 

• No Viennese table and no bar. 

THE MUSIC 
• A band may consist of a maximum of 
5 musicians (one of the musicians may act 
as a vocalist) or four musicians and one 
additional vocalist. 

THE WEDDING 

• Only 400 invited guests may be 
seated at the chassuna seuda. 

• A one-man band is recommended. 
• The kabbolas panim smorgasbord 
should be limited to basic cakes, fruit plat
ters, a modest buffet, and the caterer's 
standard chicken or meat hot dishes. 

FLOWERS & CHUPA DECOR 

• The total cost of these items for the 
entire wedding should not exceed $1,800. 

FOR THE FULL VERSION OF THE SIMCHA GUIDELINES 
AND THE ACCOMPANYING KOL KOREH, 

please email info@simchaguidelines.com or call 212-612-2300 

We the rabbinical signatories - barring familial obligations - and unusual and 
extraordinary circumstances - will not participate in or attend a wedding celebration that 
disregards these guidelines. (RBbbinicaI Listing in formation) 

Rabbi Shmuel Birnbaum 
Ro>h Hayeshiva, Mirer Yeshiva 

Rabbi Elya Svei 
Rosh Hayeshiva, Yeshiva Gedo/a of Philadelphia 

Rabbi Shmuel Kaminetzky 
Rosh Hayt:ihiva, Yeshiva Gedo/a of Philadelphia 

Rabbi Yaakov Perlow 

Rabbi Eli Simcha Schustal 
Rosh Hayeshiva, Bilii Binyomin, Stamford 

Rabbi Yisroel Rokowsky 
Rabbi Yisroel Simcha Schorr 
Ro1hei HaYeshiva, Ye5hiva Ohr 5omayach 

Rabbi Aryeh Malkiel Kotler 
Rosh Hayeshiva, Beth Medrasfr Govoha, Lakewood 

Rabbi Elya Ber Wachtfogel 
Rosh Ha Ye>hiva, Ye>hiva Gedolilh of 

South Fal/Wurg 

Rabbi Chaim Boruch Wolpin 
Rosh Hayeshiva, Yeshiva Karlin Stolin 

Rabbi Zecharia Gelley 
Rav, Kha! Adas Jeihurun 

Rabbi Yisroel Tzvi Neuman 
Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak feigelstock Rosh Hayeshiva, Beth Medralh Govoho, Lakewood 
Rosh Hayeshiva, Ye>hivo of Long Beach 

Rabbi Lipa Margulies 
Roih Hayesh1vo, Yeshiva & Mr:sifta Torah Temimah 

Rabbi Dovid Kviat 
Rabbi Moshe Wolfson 
Mashgiach, Yeshiva Torah Vodaai 

Rabbi Aron Moshe Schechter 
Rom Hayeihiva. Yeshiva Chaim Berlin 

Rabbi Yosef Rosenblum 
Rosh Hayeshiva, Yeshiva Shaarei Yosher 

Rabbi Dovid Tzvi Schustal 
Rosh Haye-;hiva, Beth Medralh Govoha, Lakewood 

Chairman, Conference of 5yflagogue Rabbcmim 
of Agudcrh Israel 

Rabbi Yeruchem Dlshin Rabbi Shlomo Mandel 
Rosh Ha yeshiva, Beth Medrash Govoha, Lakewood Rosh Hayeihiva, Yeshiva of Brooklyn 

Rabbi Mattisyahu Salamon Rabbi Ephraim Wachsman 
Mashgiach, Beth Medri!lh Govoha, Lakewood Roih Haye!iiiva, Mesivta Meor Yitzchok 
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Sf:ariesto~ 
the Yeshiva World 

1'Even the niundane conversations 
of talmidei chachamim are equal 

to the entire Torah •.. " 

HARAVSCHACH 
Conversations 

Compiled by Rabbi Asher Bergman 

Culled from both formal and 
informal discussions with the 

legendary Rosh Yeshiva, this inspir
ing co11ection of teachings, 
thoughts! and stories is a virtual 
wellspring of wisdom, advice, and 
Torah hashkafah. Whether Rav 
Schach was dealing with a halachic 
problem, advising a worried moth

er, discussing Gedolim of generations past, or addressjng an issue 
that would affect all of Klal Yisroel, his words always quenched a 
profound spiritual thirst. 

Now you, too, can partake of these timely and timeless conversa
tions. Conveniently arranged into sections on a wide array of top
ics, !his volume willprovideyou with a true glimpse into greatness, 
and you'll come away enriched, encouraged, and inspired. 

A modern American tragedy based 
on a true story ... 

7:!tf>!:;J.,~::,,T ':'!f. 
By Leah Friedman 

There are those who settle for nothing_,-</
but the truth. But what do you do;·<

when even the truth may be too hard to 
take? Amy has everything one could 
hope for: a loving, affluent family; a posi
tion of leadership in the community; and 

'Ifie Chasid Jwm 
T!)aililiurg 

By Yocheved Segal 

I n a world that was moving 
steadily west, one man found 

himself traveling east. Born 
into the assimilated atmos~ 

phere of 19th century German 
Jewry, Aharon Marcus left the 
enlightened avenues of 
Hamburg and journeyed to the 
rougher roads of Cracow, and 
then Radomsk. R' Aharon did 
no! search for an easy life, nor did he find one, but he did find 
the spiritual truth he was seeking. 

Discover the true story of a uniquE!and brilliant man, whose 
life artd words speak out - loud and clear - especially to our 
genera lion. 

By Sarah Kisner 

L ife is full of conflict and 
contradiction: the clash of 

sacred and profane, truth and 
the drive to succeed and 
search for fulfillment. To 

extent do you look 
aheadi to what extent do you 
look back? All these powerful 
questions converge in this 
breathtaking new novel that the promise of a suc

cessful career. Even so, 
her soul searches for 
something more; but 
when she finds it, she 
must dravv on all of her 
faith and strength to 
deal with it. 

All About Motti ana his 

ADVENTURES with<REBBE MENDEL 

spans generations 
past and present, as it 
criss-crosses the 
globe. 

Fast paced, and 
filled with vivid, 
true to life charac
ters, this beautifully 
crafted novel will 
provide you with a 
richly rewarding 
reading experience. 

Based on a true story, 
this stark and intrigu
ing novel will enter
tain, challenge, and 
engage you - fro1n first 
page to last. 

By Nossort Stemfeld 

This time, Rebbe Mendel .is off to Paris where he meets 
Motti • a boy with a wild imagination. Once these two 

get together, the classroom is never quite !he same. Yo.u'll 
meet the French Ambassador to England, help foil a bank 
robbery, figure out who Willy the Inventor is1 and learn 
that a Jew never loses out by doing a mitzvah, 
Settle in and buckle up, because the adventures. come on 

fast and furious. Laugh, learn, and have an unforgettable time - once you join 
Rebbe Mendel's classroom. 



Two Schools: "Prettier" Versus "Better" 

W
hile in Israel last month to 
address Lev r;Achim's massive 
annual gathering of bnei 

Torah, three members of the Moetzes 
Gedolei HaTorah (Council of Torah 
Sages) of Agudath Israel of America -
Rabbi Shmuel Kaminetsky, Rabbi 
Aharon Schechter, and Rabbi Avrohom 
Chaim Levin -visited the Sha'arei Tzion 
elementary school in Ashdod. Little could 
they have imagined, as they listened to 
the moving stories of the children, that 
just a few weeks later the fragile trailers 
housing the school's 260 students would 
be completely removed by oversized 
moving trucks. Sha'arei Tzion thus 
became the latest battleground in the 
ongoing efforts by secular residents and 
local authorities to prevent the spread 
of religious schools in Israel. 

On their visit to Sha' arei Tzion, the 
Roshei Yeshiva were brought to tears when 
they heard Lie!, 12, relate how she fought 
with her secular parents to learn in a 
Torah school. When her parents refused 
to buy her modest clothing, Lie! pur-

Mrs. Jaffe, of Jerusalen1, is a f~eela1~~e writer. Tl~~ 
is her first appearance in these pages. 
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chased her only skirt with the money she 
had been saving her entire life. Today, 
Lie! and her family are well on the path 
to teshuva. 

Sharon, 11, an immigrant fro1n 
France, told how she learned in a near
by secular school with large, air-condi
tioned classrooms. Asked which school 
was nicer, she told the Roshei Yeshiva, 
"The school across the street is pretti
er, but this school is better." Given the 
chance to ask the Roshei Yeshiva for a 
beracha, Sharon timidly requested that 
she be blessed to grow stronger in her 
teshuva process. 

The physical contrast between 
Sharon's previous school and Sha'arei 
Tzion could not be starker. Sha'arei Tzion 
is housed in makeshift mobile homes -
little more than a thin sheet metal exte
rior covering a cardboard interior. In the 
winter, the roofs leak and the children 
freeze. In the summer, they swelter, with
out fans or air conditioners. The class
roon1s are crammed and there is almost 
no space to play outdoors. 

Across the street, a large modern 
school building stands empty for want 
of any students. Yet, despite Sha' arei 
Tzion's desperate need for a building, the 

Mayaan Jaffe 

Dismantling the 
School of Ashdod, 

Breaking the Hearts 
of its Children 

Ashdod municipality has refused to allo
cate it either the empty school building 
across the street or any other building 
in the city. The municipality has even 
refused to issue a per1nit for Sha' arei 
Tzion's current location. Without a 
permit, Sha'arei Tzion has not been able 
to continue payments on the trailers that 
it inherited from a previous school on 
the site. 

The Rechovot Precedent 

I
n recent years, the burgeoning 
networks of religious schools in 
Israel have had numerous obstacles 

placed in their path by secular author
ities. In addition, Israeli courts, from 
the Supreme Court on down, have been 
very sympathetic to complaints of 
secular residents about the location of 
religious facilities in their neighbor
hoods, even where those facilities pri
marily serve neighborhood residents. 
In the most dramatic case, the Israeli 
Supreme Court overruled the 
Rechovot city council, which had 
voted overwhelmingly on three occa
sions to allocate a piece of land for a 
Lev L'Achim Center. 
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Rabbi Shmuel Kaminetsky, Rabbi Avrohom Chaim 
Levin, and Rabbi Aharon Schechter vi.~it the Sha'arei 
Tzi011 elementary school in Ashdod 

Without ever visiting Rechovot or 
knowing anything of the neighborhood 
in question (which has a religiously 
diverse population and is, in any event, 
separated by a four-lane boulevard from 
the proposed Center), the Court forced 
Lev I:Achim to abandon construction of 
the Center in which, relying on the city's 
promises, it had already invested hundreds 
of thousands of dollars. 

So it was no surprise when the 
Ashdod District Court ruled favorably 
on a petition by secular residents of the 
neighborhood in which Sha' arei Tzion 
is located (and in which most of its stu
dents live), especially after hearing from 
the municipality that it favored removal 
of the school. The mayor admitted can
didly that he expected the parents of 
Sha' arei Tzion students, most of whom 
are still not fully observant, to cave in 
and send their children to the local sec
ular schools. 

Dais at the reception for the visiting Roshei Yeshiva 

Massive Moves in the Morning 

I
n the middle of the school day, just 
a few weeks after the visit of the 
Roshei Yeshiva, massive movers inter-

rupted the morning learning and began 
hoisting the trailers with all the school's 
equipment inside. Children and parents 
did not even have time to remove the stu
dents' personal belongings before the 
movers began. 

When a group of third-through-fifth
graders returned from a field trip to see 
their school in mid-air, they sobbed 
uncontrollably. 

"My Siddun My Sidduris in that car
avan;' a little girl cried. "How will I daven 
tomorrow without my Siddur?" 

Another child, fifth-grader Ishai, 
started praying. "Please, Hashem, if You 
will save my school, I will stop wearing 
pants and watching TV:' 

Her gentle head hanging forward, tears 
streaming down her face, fifth-grader 
Danit exclaimed, "I don't understand. In 
the morning we had a beautiful little 
home. Now we have nothing." 

Tehilla, a 12-year-old who has been 
learning at the school since first grade, 
said that as she watched the workmen 

Above: Rabbi Aharon Schechter - Rosh Yeshivas Rabbeinu Chaim Berlin, blesses newly religious youth during a 
visit to the Sha' arei Tzion Torah School in Ashdod as the Lev L'Achim Chairman, Rabbi Menachem Cohen, looks 
on. Photo by Mayaan Jaffe. 



break apart the school, she felt her heart 
was breaking, too. 

"I went into one of the classrooms and 
I saw the teacher's writing on the black
board. I looked at all the beautiful dec
orations and the sifrei kodesh, and I just 
couldn't take it anymore," she said 
through the tears. "This is my house. 
They are destroying my home. When the 
workers nearly pushed me out of the 
classroom door, all I could do was cry. 
Finally, I sat down and davened;' Tehilla 
said. 

Tehilla comes from a totally secular 
home. Her parents chose to enroll her 
in Sha' arei Tzion after speaking with one 
of Lev L'Achim's enrollment workers. 
Later, she said, she and her parents forged 
a Hdeep connection" with the institution. 

Tehilla admits that originally she was 
opposed to attending a Torah school. 

"I was against the school and the 
teachers. But their love, patience and 
understanding brought me close. They 
would hug me when I was upset, and 
work with me each step of the way. Now 
I am so proud of my accomplishments 
and I feel beautiful in my long skirts, 
socks and long sleeve shirts. My moth
er covers her hair and my family is keep
ing Shabbat:' 

The Unanticipated Response 

This particular saga, at least, has a 
happy ending. Mayor Tzvi Tzilker 
had not counted on the reaction 

of the mostly secular parents to the loss 
of their children's school. They stormed 
his office that night. Shocked by the vehe
mence of the parents' response, the city 
council not only ordered the return of 
the trailers, it even allocated money to 
pay off part of the outstanding debt on 
the trailers. 

The following Sunday morning, a 

J'':J'll!Ji1 J1l1N 

group of 50 parents went again to the 
mayor's office and threatened to hold 
classes on the lawn of City Hall if a per
manent structure was not found. Mayor 
Tzilker replied, "There are many won
derful secular schools in Ashdod. 
Why don't you enroll your chil-
dren there? Who needs a 
Torah education?" 

But the parents would 
not relent. Their children 
had al ready suffered 
enough in the secular 
system, they told the 
mayor, and they 
would settle for 
nothing other than 
Sha' arei Tzion. 

Miri, the moth-
er of three boys in 
Sha'arei Tzion, spoke 
for all the parents, when 
she said, "The public 
schools in Israel offer 
nothing for us. No other 
school in the area offers 
such a high level of educa-
tion coupled with Torah and 
middot tovot. You can search all over 
Ashdod for a spiritual place to send your 
child. You will find this is the only one." 

The best the mayor would promise 
was that Sha' arei Tzion could maintain 
its trailers for another year. But he would 
not commit to finding a permanent 
structure, as required by law, despite the 
existence of a suitable building right 
across the street. 

So next year, 400 Jewish children will 
at least have a religious school to learn 
in. The roofs will leak, and they will suf
fer from the heat in the summer and the 
cold and rain in the winter, but inside 
their flimsy walls, they will be learning 
Torah with great thirst. • 

EDITORIAL PosTScRIPT 
As we continue to pray for" Acheinu 
kol Beis Yisroef' - around the world 
and in Bretz Yisroel-we do not hes
itate to lavish millions of dollars on 
simchos, failing to respond to the 
proclamation of Gedolei Yisroel that 
we exercise restraint. Wouldn't it ele
vate a simcha if a card would grace 
every table with the following mes
sage: "The monies saved by adhering 
to the Rabbinical Guidelines For 
Simchos are being dedicated to fund
ing construction of the building of 
the Sha'arei Tzion School in Ashdod, 
as well as other worthy causes:' 

Dr. Aaron Twerski 



Avrohom Birnbaum 

Rabbi Avrohom Kalmanowitz, .. ~l 
Arcnitect of tne Rejuvenation of ~epnardic Jewry on American ~oil 

A LIFE OF MANY STAGES 

This year marks forty years since the pass

ing of Rabbi Avrohom Kalmanowitz, '7~. Rabbi 

Kalmanowitz's turbulent yet extraordinarily 

productive life spanned four major eras. The 

first was the pre-World War I period, when he 

was raised and educated in the great Torah 
centers of Eastern Europe, most notably the 
famed Slabodka Yeshiva, under the watchful 

eye of the master pedagogue, the Alter of Sla

bodka, Rabbi Nosson Tzvi Finkel, ?-:in. When 

he was just 21 years old, the Alter of Slabod

ka wrote to his son, Rabbi Eliezer Yehuda 
Finkel, ?-:::rr, Rosh Yeshiva of the Mirrer Yeshi

va, "It is best that you greet him [Rabbi Avro

hom Ka!manowitz] with graciousness and 

honor, and that you present him to your father~ 

in-law [the Mirrer Rav, Rabbi Elya Baruch 

Kamai, 7ri~] as an adam gadol - a great man 

in Torah and yira." His fellowtalmidim in Slo

bodka were to be the gedolei ha Tarah of the 

coming generation, men such as Rabbi Aharon 

Kotler, Rabbi Reuvain Grozovsky, Rabbi 

Yechezkel Sarna, and Rabbi Yaakov Kamenet

sky. Before leaving Slobodka, Reb Avrohom 

received enthusiastic semichos from three 

gedolef hador, Rabbi Moshe Mordechai 

Epstein, 7'~, Rosh Yeshiva of the Slobodka 

Yeshiva, Rabbi E!iyahu Baruch Kamai, ?"Yr, and 

Rabbi Rafael Shapiro, 7"~. Rosh Yeshiva of 

Volozhin. Already then, his knowledge in the 

entire body of Torah, both the intricate in

depth Talmudic material studied in yeshivos 

and the broad range of halacha relevant to the 

Rabbinate was at his fingertips. 

The second period began with World War 

I and ended with the outbreak of World War 

II. He was the Rav of the cities of Rakov and 

Tiktin, and served as an emissary of the 

gedolei hador of that generation, the 

Rabbi Birnbaum, an educator living in 
Lakewood, is a columnist for Hamodia and a fre
quent contributor to these pages. This article is 
based on material in his recently published book 
Visions of the Rov, an abridged biographical sketch 
highlighting the life of Rabbi Avrohom 
Kalmanowitz. 
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Chafetz Chaim, 7"::n, and Rabbi Chaim Ozer 

Grodzensky, 7"::n, undertaking many sensitive 

missions at their behest. He possessed a rare 

expertise in the entirety of Tanach. During 

that time, the Chofetz Chaim saw him, a 

young Rav in his thirties, as the right person 

to combat the then-prevalent practice of the 

maskilllm to write books ridiculing biblical fig

ures and viewing events related in Tanach 

through the lenses of their own limited vision 

and understanding. He called upon Reb Avro

hom to write a sefer that would teach clear

ly the Torah approach to learning Tanach. The 

introduction alone, which spells out the 

ground rules necessary before one can even 

begin to learn Tanach, moved the Chafetz 

Chaim to call it a "holy booklet." 

It was during that period that he began 

his lifetime association with the Mirrer 

Yeshiva, serving as its Nasi and helping the 

Rosh Yeshiva, Rabbi E!iezer Yehuda Finkel, 

7"::n, develop the yeshiva financially, as it 

became the largest and most prominent 

yeshiva in pre-World War II Europe. 

The third and perhaps most well-known 

period of his life was the terrible World War 

II era. Rabbi Kalmanowitz escaped Europe 

during the second year of the war. From the 

moment he arrived on American soil, he 

devoted every fiber of his being - his brilliant 

mind, his expansive heart and his consider

able persuasive skills - to saving the Mirrer 

Yeshiva. It was he in conjunction with the 

Vaad Hatzola - the rescue organization 

founded by numerous gedolim - who 

presided over the miraculous escape of the 

yeshiva to Shanghai, by pulling the diplomatic 

strings and raising the astronomical sums of 

money needed to save them. Later in the war, 

when Hitler's diabolical plan of extermina

tion became known, they expanded 

hatzala efforts to include all of European 

Jewry. Neither diplomatic niceties nor the 

complacency of large segments of American 

Jewry could deter Rabbi Kalmanowitz from 

his singular devotion to hatzala. 

The fourth period was the post-war era, 

when his efforts were directed to re-estab

lishing the American branch of the Mirrer 

Yeshiva where he served as Rosh Yeshiva. The 

Yeshiva had a profound influence on 

generations of students, and was one of the 

primary institutions that revolutionized the 

study of Torah lishma in America. 

One of the least known, yet most heroic 

of his endeavors was Rabbi Kalmanowitz's 

efforts to save large segments of Sephardic 

Jewry from both physical and spiritual 

annihilation. From the immediate post-war 

years right on through the 1950s, Rabbi 

Kalmanowitz was heavily involved in 

bringing spiritual succor to the Sephardic 

communities of Morocco, Syria, Tunisia, Iraq 

and Egypt. He also brought numerous 

Sephardic young men to the United States, 

many of whom served as the spiritual 

foundation for what are today burgeoning 

Sephardic communities in Brooklyn and 

countless cities throughout the United States. 

The following is but a small sampling of the 

history of some of Rabbi Kalmanowitz's efforts 

on behalf of this ancient yet then-neglected 

segment of Kial Yisroel. 
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STAGE FOUR: BRINGING 
TORAH TO MOROCCO 

A
fter living through the harrowing 
years of the war when he devot
ed every moment of his day and 

night to hatzala work, and then re-estab
lishing the Mirrer Yeshiva and in New 
York, one might have thought that it was 
time for Rabbi Avrohom Kalmanowitz 
to do what he enjoyed most, teaching 
Torah to his students. 

But he could not tranquilly engage in 
his life-long desire as long as there was 
a Jew in trouble, somebody whom he 
could save. 

Eight months after the arrival of the 
Mirrer Yeshiva students in New York 
from Shanghai, he opened a new chap
ter in his career of hatzala. In the sum
mer of 5707 ( 1947), he set off on a trip 
that would introduce him to a new 
sphere of endeavor, the ancient Jewish 
communities of Morocco. From then 
until the end of his life, Reb Avrohom 
focused his attention on these commu
nities, taking a special interest in the 
physical and spiritual welfare of 
Sephardic Jews from Muslim countries. 
He perceived that they were in grave 
danger of being taken over by secular 
elements. As countries under predom
inantly French influence, Morocco and 
numerous other Sephardic lands attract
ed the interest of the Alliance Israelite 
Universelle (Kol Yisrael Chaverim) of 
France, a Jewish organization dedicat
ed to the education and "modernization" 
of the large Jewish communities. In 
addition, especially after the founding of 
the State of Israel, the Jewish Agency 
sought to inject its own secular Zionist, 
anti-Torah culture into the unsuspect
ing minds of the local populace. Unfor
tunately both of these organizations met 
with considerable success. 

In Morocco, the old cheder system 
Torah education had dwindled to the 
point of nonexistence. The extent of the 
crisis was profound. With all the Moroc
can community's many virtues and its 
success in preserving its own distinctive 
character over the centuries, it was lack
ing in one very important feature. It did 
not have a broad !rad ition of serious 

With group of Moroccan talmidim. Rabbi Avrohom Portal is on the left of the Reh Avrohom, whose son, 
Re/J Shraga Moshe, zt"l, is second to the right. 

Torah study at all levels such as had exist -
ed in many Jewish centers in Central and 
Eastern Europe. This greatly weakened 
the ability of the leaders and even the 
laymen to identify and resist the dan
gerous ideologies that had blown in from 
Europe. Rabbi Kalmanowitz therefore 
saw the development of the Sephardic 
communities into Torah communities 
as one of the major priorities of post -
war Jewry. 

"For seven years you have watched 
over the yeshiva, agonizing over its plight 
and sustaining it like a mother sustains 
her child;' people said to Reb Avrohom. 
"Now that the yeshiva-leit have finally 
arrived and settled, you are embarking 
on another rescue effort?'' 

Reb Avrohom responded, "The bit
ter answer is that Hitler made sure that 
virtually an entire generation of our 
[ Ashkenazic J children was slaughtered. 
There are almost none left. The 
Sephardic Jews, baruch Hashem, were 
not decimated. Let us save their children 
for Hashem and His Torah!" 

ESTABLISHING THE OTZAR HATORAH 
SCHOOL NETWORK 

R
eb Avrohom was accompanied by 
Rabbi Rafael Abu, 7··:n, a young 
talmid chacham from Teveria, 

who was familiar with the language and 
customs of the local populace and 
could therefore serve as his assistant and 
liaison, Together, the two set out to visit 

Jewish commumt1es throughout 
Morocco in order to assess their needs. 
They immediately recognized the dire 
necessity to create an educational infra
structure that would offer unadulterat -
ed, comprehensive Torah study. 

Now Reb Avrohom had to convince 
the lay leaders that there was a fire, aver
itable conflagration, consuming their 
community, and that if they could not 
extinguish it immediately, the entire 
mesora of Moroccan Jewry was in dan
ger of being charred beyond recognition. 

The task was indescribably complex. 
Despite Rav Abu's presence, the Jews of 
Casablanca, a community of 120,000, ini
tially viewed Rabbi Kalmanowitz with 
great suspicion. Ultimately, despite the 
Alliance's influence over many of the com
munity's leaders, he managed to appeal 
to their hearts. He went knocking on all 
of their doors, meeting with each one pri
vately. He cried and begged and, with a 
Torah giant's enthusiasm, he explained 
their responsibility, and the eternal merit 
that would be theirs if they helped open 
a Torah school. When these warmheart -
ed Jews saw the distinguished Rav shed
ding copious tears over the plight of his 
fellow Jews - Jews with whom he shared 
no familial connection, Jews whom he 
cared about simply because they were his 
fellow Jews, Jews whom he could not bear 
to see become estranged from the Torah 
- their hearts opened and they acquiesced 
to his wishes. Thus, Rabbi Kalmanowitz 
succeeded in helping to establish the Otzar 
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Hatorah Educational Network. 
Rabbi Kalmanowitz had had the 

good fortune to make the acquaintance 
of Mr. Isaac Shalom, ':n, a Syrian Jew 
who was deeply concerned with the wel
fare of all Jews in Sephardic lands. Mr. 
Shalom, who had settled in the United 
States and prospered, was the first per
son to arouse Reb Avrohom to take an 
interest in the plight of Moroccan 
Jewry. He promised to stand at Reb 
Avrohom's side and help him in all of 
his endeavors on behalf of Sephardic 
Jewry. It was only with the unstinting 

support of Mr. Shalom that Reb Avro
hom initially embarked on his trip to 
Morocco. Mr. Shalom, however, never 
dreamed that Reb Avrohom would 
achieve such success and establish an 
entire chinuch network there. Reb Avro
hom's altruism conquered his heart and, 
despite the fact that at times it was 
extremely difficult for him to meet the 
astronomic budget of Otzar Hatorab, he 
nevertheless went beyond his means to 
keep the network afloat. 

Reb Avrohom then traveled to the 
small towns in North Africa where 

A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY 
Yeshiva Ohr HaDaas is pleased to announce that applications are now 
being accepted for exceptional n1111 'll who wish to join the n11Jn for 

our upcoming second year, beginning in i"U\Un 7t;N. 

Since its inception in l"UIUn 71'.:>N, the nl)Jn has learned and reviewed 
over one hundred and ninety blatt in )'IJ>l mun and Nl.)jJ Nll mun. 

If you are (or know of) a im:i 17-21 years of age, 
• Who possesses excellent independent learning and mm skills 
• Who is a -Pnnn ready to learn 50+ hours per week, every week 
• Who wants to learn how to be Nn:>7.n ia>?N NnnllnlV 'j?1t>N 

• Who has a il!l'NIV to become a u"l!l:I 'Pl 
• Who is ready to learn, review, and master several hundred blatt of'Dl 

and o>nvi·n each year, with a group of like-minded O'"l:m 
Then Jl)l'tt! 'llN tl!1>¥1' is for you. 

Experienced, dedicated O"Jl ensure that each -Pnm in the ill)Jn 

maximizes his abilities, utilizing a special curriculum developed in 
conjunction with ?Nll!I' >711l. NlDl and n:i;n are studied in tandem, 
and weekly shiurim in imn, l"m, and il!li''llil round out a balanced 

Tln>7n 11U. 

The Yeshiva is housed in a private dormitory in Staten Island, New 
York. Comfortable surroundings, home-cooked meals, and personal 
care allow the o>-Pnm to concentrate fully on their n";ll in m>mn. 

The mtin has made a Dl'O on Ml>l' IO!I n:>ot>, and is learning 
l'"'l m:>!m ll"WI iw while fmishing )'O'l n:>ol>. 

In 71;N, the n11Jn will begin the study of ro::m? nJIV n:iun along 
with Nll'~n NJJ n:ron. The Yeshiva will be accepting a limited 
number of new O'lml to join the nllln - if you are interested, 

please contact us promptly. 

For further information about the Yeshiva, to request an application 
for admission, or to arrange to visit the nl'IV', please call 

Rabbi Yosaif Asher Weiss at 917-838-8328. 
Dedication opportunities for the Yeshiva are also available. 

N"t»~YJ l""Yll''!I ~lNi 'i l"nin nw,!l:i 

Alliance influence was weaker and tra
ditional Jewish life had been less affect
ed, but where the general poverty boded 
an extremely precarious future for 
Torah education. 

"If the wealthy Jewish leaders in the 
large modern city of Casablanca who are 
so far from Torah agreed to establish 
Torah education," Reb Avrohom rea
soned with the townsfolk, "you who still 
maintain your mesora certainly have an 
obligation to do so." 

Thus, in the limited time Reb Avro
hom spent in Morocco, he succeeded in 
helping establish an educational system 
that consisted of many chadarim and 
Bais Yaakov-type schools, as well as 
yeshivas for teenagers, in towns and 
cities throughout the country. He 
appointed Rabbi Abu as menahel of the 
entire network. Rabbi Abu, greatly 
influenced by Reb Avrohom's vision and 
tenacity in overcoming all obstacles, sus
tained and expanded the Otzar Hatorah 
Network throughout Morocco. 

Yet much remained to be done to build 
Torah in North Africa. In a letter report
ing on his trip, Reb Avrohom wrote, 
"Throughout Morocco, Algeria and 
Tunisia, I found approximately 60,000 
children, over 10,000 of whom have been 
swallowed up by Alliance schools, which 
are completely devoid of Torah. Of the 
approximately 50,000 remaining chil
dren ... most study in chadarim or Tal
mudei Torah, while a completely neglected 
minority has no formal education at all. 

Reb Avrohoni and Isaac Shalom at Yeshiva dinner 

--------------------
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"Unfortunately, the traditional 
chadarim and Talmudei Torah that still 
exist are in a very sorry state, with no 
sefarim, no qualified teachers and no 
capacity for absorbing the students 
already learning in them. Their size and 
location make it impossible to serve the 
needs of the talmidim even if we were 
to try to renovate them. I found 120 chil
dren crowded together on the floor in 
one dingy, filthy, poorly lit, small room, 
with just two Chumashim and one 
teacher for all of them. In the commu
nal Talmud Torah, too, there were a hun
dred children in one class, with a single 
1nelamed:' 

Even after Otzar Hatorah was estab
lished, children still had to be plucked 
from hnndreds of cities, towns and vil
lages across the length and breadth of 
Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia. This 
involved tremendous mesiras nefesh on 
the parts of the leaders of Otzar Hatorah 
in Morocco, and Reb Avrohom never 
ceased pushing them to their limits, giv
ing them chizuk to persevere and prais
ing them for their efforts. 

By 1948, just one year after his ini
tial trip to Morocco, Reb Avrohom wrote 
a letter to his friend and European con
tact, Reb Yitzchak Sternbuch, reporting 
that thus far they had opened "twenty
eight yeshivas ketanos and twenty Tal
mud lbrahs." This was an amazing 
achievement for someone who had 
gone into a strange country almost 
alone; it was in effect a revolution of 
major proportions. 

BRINGING SEPHARDIC STUDENTS 
TO MIR - BROOKLYN 

lli
bbi Kalmanowitz felt that a 

handful of yeshiva-educated 
ephardic Gedolei Torah could 

completely turn around Morocco Jewry 
and restore the great mesora of Torah 
and yira it had possessed for untold gen
erations. His considerable efforts to 
bring Gedolei Torah to live in Morocco, 
or even to establish seminaries to edu
cate promising Moroccan-born 
tabnidin1 in their native Morocco, had 
not been fruitful. 

Reh Avrohom decided that the 
answer lay in bringing promising Otzar 
Hatorah students to America to learn in 
the Mirrer Yeshiva in Brooklyn for a 
number of years. After absorbing the 
advanced level of limud haTorah and 
mussar that was the trademark of Mir, 
these students would then be ready to 
return to their native Morocco and 
teach, transmitting Torah in a way that 

had never before been done. 
In the late 1940s, groups of Moroc

can talmiditn began to arrive in Mir, New 
York. Bringing Moroccan talmidim to 
New York was not easy- neither finan
cially nor socially. Reh Avrohom suffered 
much heartache until the time came 
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when a number of these talmidim 
developed into true bnei Torah and 
returned to Morocco to teach in the 
Otzar Hatorah network. Especially 
notable among them were Rabbi David 
Biton, ?":>t, Rabbi Avraham Halioua, ?":>t 
and n"?~', Rabbi Avraham Portal, 
N'"l.7'7W, who, for many years served as the 
supervisor of the entire network. 

In addition, Reb Avrohom was in 
touch with other Roshei Yeshivas, who 
accepted talmidim from North African 
Sephardic communities: Rabbi Zeidel 
Simetitzky, ?"lit, Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshi
va Toras Emes in London, enjoyed 
great success with the group of 
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Moroccan tahnidirn that studied in his 
yeshiva. Many of these students went 
on to accomplish great things for 
Sephardic Jewry in Morocco and later, 
in Eretz Yisroel, France, Mexico and 
elsewhere. Rabbi Gershon Libman, 
':>"lll, Rosh Yeshiva of Novarodok in 
France, had a profound influence on the 
Sephardic talmidim who came to learn 
in his yeshiva. 

SAVING SYRIAN JEWS 
FROM DESTRUCTION 

T
he story of Rabbi Avrohom 
Kalmanowitz's efforts to save the 
Syrian and Egyptian Jewish com

munities from physical annihilation at 
the hands of government-sponsored 
Jewish unrest is a fascinating tribute to 
his keen ability to sense a crisis - even 
when at the other side of the world- and 
then do the seemingly impossible to 
intervene. 

For generations, large Jewish com
munities existed in the Arab countries. 
Jews were to be found both in the poor
er and in the affluent upper classes, and 
in many of those countries Jews even 
played significant roles in the local 
economies. In Syria, for example, many 
Jews rose to prominence in the business 
com1nunity. 

This came to an abrupt end with the 
advent of the Arab/Jewish unrest in Bretz 
Yisroel. Arabs everywhere became 
enraged at what they saw as the Zionists' 
crowding out of their fellow Arabs from 
the land of Palestine, where they had 
lived for generations. The Arabic press 
wrote inflammatory, embroidered edi
torials saying the Jewish Zionists were 
ruthlessly expelling innocent Arabs from 
their land and displaying a cavalier atti
tude toward the Arab populace living in 
Palestine, which greatly increased their 
rage. The backlash in the Arab countries 
was terrible, not only against the Zion
ists, who had allegedly perpetrated all 
sorts of atrocities, but also against the 
local Jewish population, who had done 
nothing wrong. With the establishment 
of the State of Israel, the situation grew 
intolerable. Arabs in Middle Eastern and 
Asian countries whose pride had been 

1st Group of Moroccan talmidim: Front L to R: 
Unknown, Avraham Daninou, Bitton, Rabbi 
Kalmanowitz, Avraham Havarta, Asher Abbitan. Back 
L to R: Abraham Martin, Shimon Marciano, Ai'ralzam 
Portal, w1k11ow11, Ankawa, Rabbi Mach/is, Avraham 
fla/lioua, unknown, Darid Bitton, unknown. 

''injured;, took out their anger against the 
Jews living in their midst, accusing 
them all of being Zionists. 

Aleppo, Syria, was perhaps the worst 
example of the universal Arab response. 
A n1assive, public detnonstration against 
Jews took place on 17 Kislev 5 708 
( 1947). By the next day, the mobs had 
been whipped into a frenzy. Angry 
youths besieged all the shuls and batei 
midrash in town and torched them 
simultaneously, along with many Jew
ish-owned houses and shops. The Syr
ian government did absolutely nothing. 
Government ministers ordered the 
police and the army not to intercede, 
and the mobs indulged in unrestricted 
pillaging. The pogrom continued from 
ten in the morning until six in the 
evening, and it got so out of hand that 
the Arabs themselves finally demanded 
that the governor bring a stop to it. He 
ignored them, so they appealed to the 
central government in Damascus to stop 
the pogrom. Only then did the looting 
and manic pillaging of the defenseless 
Jewish community cease. In those eight 
hours, all of the shuls and batei midrash 
were destroyed, and one hundred and 
eighty sifrei Torah, three Torah crowns 
and tens of thousands of holy sefarim 
were burned. Additionally, countless 
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Jewish homes and Jewish-owned stores 
were badly damaged and looted. 

This was just the heginning, albeit the 
most egregious by far, of the anti-Jew
ish attacks that swept across the Arab 
world in 1948 and 1949. When Reb 
Avrohom heard of the Aleppo pogrom 
and the wave of attacks on Jews in other 
Arab countries, he understood this 
was not an isolated case of spontaneous 
anti-Semitism like those the Jews had 
experienced at the hands of gentiles 
throughout the ages, but something 
much 1norc sinister and more wide
spread. 

As soon as he was infor1ned of the 
situation, Reb Avrohon1 sent an urgent 
telegram to U.S. President Harry Tru
n1an: 

"Alarming reports from Arab 
countries - Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, 
Yemen, Iraq - portend mass murder of 
Jewish men, women and children by 
Arabs. Please do not repeat the error 
of the European tragedy. Please bring 
full diplomatic pressure to bear on the 
above countries to stop the murders 
and protect the Jewish population. 
Important to secure British coopera
tion to avoid catastrophe:' 
The telegra1n was characteristic of 

Reh Avrohom's approach to hatzala. He 
dispensed with diplomatic niceties and 
came straight to the point: 

Jews are being killed again. Will you 
n1ake the san1e mistake as your prede
cessors and stand by callously as Jew
ish blood is spilled?" 
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Reb Avrohom together with prominent Moroccan Rabbanim and lay leaders. Casablanca, 1947 

WORKING ON VARIOUS FRONTS 

R
eb Avrohom worked on several 
fronts. He pestered his friends in 
the Senate and Congress. He 

also contacted the heads of the Catholic 
Church in Washington about helping the 
Jews in Arab lands. He even prepared a 
lengthy memorandum that called on the 
United States government to establish a 
special office for rescue work similar to 
the War Refugee Board that President 
Roosevelt had set up during World War 
II. The new refugee board's main goal, 
he wrote, should be to ensure the safe
ty and security of endangered minori
ties throughout the world. In this amaz
ing memorandum, one can clearly see 
Reb Avrohom's deep understanding of 
politics and international affairs and the 
implications therein for Jews. 

He maintained that the United States, 
as the leading democracy and espouser 
of democratic values in the world, had 
an obligation to set an example for other 
countries by showing concern for the 
welfare of oppressed people and minori
ties throughout the world. 

During the mid-! 950s, the situation 
in Syria reverted to chaos once again. 
Things got so out of hand that a Jew 
walking in the street had to fear for his 
life. Jews tried all avenues of escape, but 
alas, the Syrian government would not 
sanction emigration. The irony of the sit
uation would have been comical had it 
not been so utterly devastating. The Syr
ian government turned a blind eye to the 
violence and lawlessness perpetrated 
daily against innocent Jews, yet they 
would not let the Jews leave. Reb Avro-
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horn begged the United States govern
ment to grant emergency visas to Syri
an Jews and urge the Syrian government 
to let them emigrate on humanitarian 
grounds. 

In the fall of 1956, Reb Avrohom trav
eled to Washington expressly to petition 
the highest political echelons to do 
something to save Syrian Jewry. He met 
with Cabinet Secretary Maxwell Rabb 
and handed him some very specific pro
posals to present to the president for 
approval. The following are some of 
those proposals: 

That the United States govern
ment recognize the Jews of Syria as 
Displaced Persons and grant them 
emergency visas, as provided under 
existing DP legislation. There are 
many United States citizens of Syrian
Jewish origin, who would be more than 
willing to provide the necessary affi
davits for their kinsfolk from Syria. It 
is my firm conviction that when immi
gration to the United States will 
become possible for these people, the 
rescue of small groups can be suc
cessfully accomplished, and thereafter 
the Syrian government's attitude to 
those remaining would inevitably 
improve, since the emigrants would be 
in a position to furnish ample testi
mony to the maltreatment of Jews in 
their country, were it to continue. 

That the president and the State 
Department exert every influence and 
use their good offices to prevail upon 
the Syrian government to permit Syr
ian Jews to emigrate and to lift the 
present odious ban. In this connection, 
I ought to mention that I have received 

a letter from a Syrian Jewish student 
informing me that on applying for his 
emigration permit, the Syrian author
ities would issue it only on condition 
that every member of his family emi
grate with him and that they pay $600 
per emigre. Such a sum of money is 
completely out of their reach. There is 
clearly room here for intervention by 
the president and State Department so 
that hardships of this kind will not be 
placed in the way of would-be emi
grants. 

I realize full well, of course, that our 
authorities here cannot officially inter
fere in the internal policy of a foreign 
power. Yet it is surely clear that the 
wishes of our president and highest 
officers of state, informally conveyed, 
would scarcely be ignored by a coun
try which owes so much to the Unit
ed States and leans so heavily on us for 
economic and other aid. 
Reb Avrohom's tireless efforts and his 

appeals to senators and congressmen 
with whom he was friendly resulted in 
the passing of a new law that granted 
oppressed minorities in foreign coun
tries the right to immigrate to the Unit
ed States. The problem was that the Sen
ate and Congress would not ratify the 
law before it had passed through both 
houses and been formally confirmed. 
Reb Avrohom insisted that this delay 
should not hold up the rescue of the suf
fering Jews of Syria and Egypt. 

While the emergency visa bill was 
slowly making its way through Con
gress, nothing could be done to save 
the Egyptian Jewish community, 
which was then experiencing a terri
ble bout of anti-Jewish violence. Nev
ertheless, the indefatigable Reh Avro
hom conceived a new idea that 
ultimately succeeded in freeing many 
of Egypt's yeshiva students. There 
was then a yeshiva in Egypt called 
"Yeshiva! Ahava VeAchva." The gov
ernment-induced, anti-Semitic upris
ings forced the yeshiva to close. After 
much shtadlanus, Reb Avrohom suc
ceeded in bringing the yeshiva's 
talmidim to the United States and hav
ing them become students of the Mir 
Yeshiva of Brooklyn. 
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MORE SEPHARDIC STUDENTS 
TO BROOKLYN 

b Avrohom had the uncanny 
bility to focus simultaneously 
n a number of major projects at 

once. Despite the fact that in 1955 he 
was concurrently involved in saving 
Egyptian and Syrian Jewry, delivering 
shiurim, and materially sustaining the 
Mir Yeshiva, he nevertheless embarked 
on the complicated endeavor of bring
ing an elite group of students fro1n 
Morocco to learn in the Mir Yeshiva in 
Brooklyn. 

There were three 1najor reasons why 
at that particular time, caught up as he 
was in hatzala and harbatzas Torah, he 
chose to involve himself again in the 
problems of Moroccan Jewry. The 
overriding reason was, of course, hatza
las nefashos. Morocco was undergoing 
a period of political upheaval as it 
sought freedom from French colonial 
rule. In addition, when Egypt and 
Israel went to war again in October, 
1956, Morocco's non-Jews became 
increasingly hostile toward its Jewish 
population. Reb Avrohom was, above 
all, worried about their physical welfare 
and wanted to bring a group to Amer
ica. 

The second reason was that Reb 
Avrohom still desired to enable a group 
of talmidim who had the potential to 
become gedolei Torah to be brought in 
to absorb the atmosphere of the Mir 
Yeshiva. He still felt that training 
talmidim who had such potential would 
bring advanced scholarship and yeshi
va education to Moroccan Jewry. 

Thirdly, Reb Avrohom decried with 
all his soul the spiritual havoc wrought 
by the Zionist youth counselors on 
Moroccan Jewry. The apikorsus (heresy) 
they planted in the innocent hearts of 
young Moroccan Jews weighed heavily 
on him. He thus tried to save as many 
young Moroccan Jews as he could by 
bringing them to America. He devised 
a plan to import five hundred Moroc
can tahnidin1 into various American 
yeshivas. This, he thought, would to 
some extent offset the kefira being 
espoused by the Jewish Agency's emis-
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saries that had flooded the country. Alas, 
he was never able to realize his goal of 
five hundred, but the talmidim who 
arrived in the second group ultimately 
succeeded in changing the character of 
Sephardic Jewry in America. 

Many obstacles stood in the way of 
bringing these talmidim to America. It 
was only due to the tireless efforts of Reb 
Avrohom's talmid, Rabbi Avrohom 
Portal, a member of the original Moroc
can group in the late 1940s, who mon
itored the entire network of Otzar 
Hatorah at the time, that they were over
come. Reb Avrohom was willing to give 
everything he had to save a Jewish child 
and he therefore expected the same level 
of mesiras nefesh from those who 
worked with him. Rabbi Portal gathered 
worthy talmidim from numerous towns 
throughout Morocco and traveled with 
them to the United States, where he 
became one of their Rebbeim in the Mir
rer Yeshiva. Rabbi Kalmanowitz took a 
personal interest in each and every 
bachur, 111onitoring his develop1nent in 
Torah and yiras Shamayim, testing the 
boys periodically. 
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Indeed, almost the entire group 
developed into talmidei chachamim, and 
many of them became Rabbanim and 
Roshei Yeshiva. All of them raised chi!-

Rab/1i Avrohoni Hallioua together with Rcb f1i:'.rohD'i11 
meeting a group ofta/n1idimfr0111 Morocro·Offtl1eir boat 

l /;:._..~ 

dren who also raised families of G-d
fearing Jews, who learned and toiled in 
Torah and made immeasurable contri
butions to the development of both the 
Sephardic community and all of Kial 
Yisroel. In the course of tin1e, other 
talmidim of Sephardic origin joined the 
original group, and throughout the 
1950s and 1960s and beyond, the Mir 
Yeshiva became an island of Torah 
refuge for talmidim fleeing Morocco, 
Syria, Egypt and many other countries. 

D
uring different periods over the 
years, Reb Avrohom designed 
special programs in the yeshiva 

for talmidim of Syrian ongrn who 
already resided in New York. He felt that 
it was his sacred mission to ensure that 
the youth of these immigrant commu
nities, which had retained their unique 
mesora for centuries, should not be lost 
to Judaism in the face of the spiritual 
challenge posed by American culture. 

Indeed, when one sees the growth of 
the Sephardic community- with its own 
yeshivos, Rabbanim and legions of 
young bnei Torah- the pivotal role Rabbi 
Avrohom Kalmanowitz played in setting 
it on its feet takes on great significance, 
to be recorded in the annals of history 
as a most heroic act of hatzala. • 
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homework and testing methods to enable the teacher 
to check for understanding and retention of skills and 
knowledge. 
Instructor: Rabbi Shalom Storch, Menahel, Yeshivas 
Nesieos Ohr; Lakewood. NJ 

13. TEACHING IS 
learn the key elements of instruction that make one a 
teacher. 
Instructor: Rabbi Gidon Goldberg, Menahel, Yeshiva 
Ketana of Manhallan; NY, NY 

JULY 19,20,21,22 / 10:15am-12:35pm 

14. HELPING CHILDREN GROW 
Practical techniques to make an impact on the reli
gious growth of your students. 
Instructor: Rabbi Zev Katz, Principaf--Judaic Dept., 
Yeshiva of Greater Washington; Silver Spring, MD 

15. BACK TO BASICS 
learn & review the basic techniques needed to organ
ize & conduct a class, focusing on lesson planning. 
tnstnuctor: Rabbi Elimelech Gottlieb, Menahe/-Elem. 
School, Hebrew Academy of Five Towns & Rockaway; 
Lawrence, NY 

JULY 19,20,21,22 / 1:3Dpm-3:5Dpm 

16. EFFECTIVE DISCIPLINE 
Learn how to structure the classroom setting 
through management techniques and classroom 
attitudes in order to produce a positive learning 
atmosphere. 
Instructor: Rabbi Zev Katz, Principal--Judaic Dept., 
Yeshiva of Greater Washington; Silver Spring, MD 

17. CREATING THE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT 
A potpourri of teaching tips to enhance the learning 
atmosphere in the classroom. 
Instructor: Rabbi Binyomin S. Ginsberg, Dean, 
Torah Academy; St. Louis, MO 

JULY 19,20,21,22 / 4:05pm-6:25pm 

18. UNDERSTANDING THE CHILD 
This course is geared to provide a greater under
standing of the child, and how to apply It in the 
classroom. 
Instructor: Rabbi Dr. Daniel Herrmann, Clinical 
Psychologist; Teaneck, NJ 

19. CHALLENGING YOUR STUDENTS! 
Learn the various critical thinking and study skills 
and how to apply them in your classroom. 
Instructor: Rabbi Moishe Bak, Dean, Yeshiva Merkaz 
Hatorah/RJJ; Staten ts/and, NY 

20. PRINCIPALS'/ADMINISTRATORS' SEMINAR 
Enhance our mission through positive school spirit. 
Hands-on workshop dealing with teacher supervi
sion; leadership styles; community, parent and board 
relationships. 
Instructor: Rabbi Binyomin S. Ginsberg, Dean, 
Torah Academy; St Louis, MO 



THE GENERATION AFTER CHURBAN EUROPE - PLUS ONE Rabbi Elkanah Schwartz 

Aneinu Hashem ... Answer us, 0 
L-rd, answer us on the day of our fast, 
for we are in great distress .... For You, 
0 L-rd, are He Who answers in time 
of trouble, Who redeems and delivers 
in all times of woe and stress. 

The brief" Aneinu" prayer recited 
on fast days was composed many 
generations ago. Yet the sages who 

composed it knew that until the com
ing of Moshiach, there would be no peri
od in the Jewish experience when the 
statement "we are in great distress" would 
be out of place. 

Even though each fast day marks a 
specific event, or series of events, in our 
history, it also becomes an occasion to 
refer to the current state of "great dis
tress:' And it becomes fitting to remind 
ourselves of how, through the centuries, 
each generation ofjews experienced its 
"great distress." 

For our current generation, review
ing the "great distress" of Churban 
Europe, the recent period of destruction 
of European Jewry, is particularly vital. 
It is still close enough to be personal, 
while already far enough to be distant. 
An urgent element is the fact that it is 
slipping ever further away. We have much 
ground to cover before, all too soon, the 
personal ties that we still maintain 

Rabbi Schwartz serves as Rabbi of Congregation 
Kol Israel in Brool<lyn, NY, and is a staff men1 -
ber of the American office of Chinuch Atzmai
Torah Schools for Israel. 
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with that generation become lost. 
Three of the public fast days - Tzom 

Gedalia, the Tenth of Teves, and the Fast 
of Esther- occur during the school year, 
when youth groups are also active. The 
other two fasts, on the Seventeenth of 
Tamuz and on the Ninth of Av, occur 
during camp season. Educators are 
often hard put as to what to do for those 
days. We need an approach for each of 
these five fast days - in the schools, in 
the youth groups, and in the camps. 

These chinuch institutions should pre
pare appropriate programs, using sur
vivors, teachers and videos, carefully 
selected. Such progran1s, however, can 
neither provide all the basic information 
that our youth need, nor include in them 
enough of the vital hashkafos that they 
should learn from the great tragedy. 
Hence the Roshei Yeshivas called on Torah 
Umesorah to institute the Zechor Yemas 
Olam program, to develop a curriculum 
for our schools and to train teachers to 
implement it. A goodly number of 
schools have cooperated in this program, 
but it should be clear that much, much 
more must be done in this respect. 

Churban Europe is often defined in 
terms of the destruction of Six Million 
Jews, but it also means the destruction 
of Jewish institutions and Jewish com
munities. It means that synagogues and 
schools, homes and centers of Jewish 
life, yeshivas and Chassidic courts 
were destroyed. And then, we must note 

that the institutions and communities 
that the post-Churban generations are 
building in America, Israel and other 
places around the world, all provide liv
ing proof of the vitality of the Jewish 
people and their capacity to survive in 
the face of suffering. The growth of 
Torah life today, then, should be appre
ciated as the legacy of that which was 
destroyed, but not defeated. Every 
achievement for Torah derives from the 
ashes of those whose lives were cut short 
in pursuit of similar achievements. 

Implicit in remembering is the 
need to understand what was saved and 
what survived, and why. For as much 
as we must learn about who suffered 
and what was destroyed, so much more 
must we learn and understand why we 
are destined to be living and surviv
ing. This is one of the messages of the 
discussions that follow. • 

Specializing in small batim for a perfect fit. 
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There ore many ways COPE -a free service 
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• Pre- interview guidance and advice 
•Assistance procuring vocational training 
•Ongoing involvement-

long ofter you' re working 
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THE GENERATION AFTER CHURBAN EUROPE - PLUS ONE 

The year was 1964. The World's Fair opened in Flushing 
Park. Some far-out location called Vietnam dominated the 
news. The Mets played their first game at Shea Stadium. 

And Dallas' "grassy knoll" was becoming a familiar term in the 
American lexicon. Those were the headlines that danced in the 
mind of a twelve-year-old New York City boy. 

That boy was me. 
Life was good, I recall. Lots of friends, loving parents, "Leave 

it to Beaver;' my trusty Vada Pinson black outfielder's glove, and 
an older brother to show me the ropes. What could be bad? 

I suppose that in my own naive way, I was decidedly unaware 
that there was anything special or distinctive about being a child 
of Holocaust survivors. Everything seemed so very normal. In 
fact, it was. 

As it turns out, n1any of n1y baby boo1ner friends were of sim
ilar ilk. Their parents had also either spent years in camps of vary
ing degrees of horror, or had barely escaped the clutches of 
catastrophe on n1ore than one occasion, and lived to tell about 
it. But looking back, l find it odd that we were all so oblivious 
to our unique lineage. We never compared notes, never won
dered if were "different;' never discussed how our parents' suf
fering and deprivation may have affected us, never seemed to 
even notice that we were men1bers of this proud yet sad club. 
Not in class, not in the synagogue, not even during sleepovers 
when the darkness sheltered our fragility. Never. 

And I guess that's how our folks really wanted it to be. "Blend 
in, be normal,forget the past, look ahead .. .," read their unspoken 
banner of post-war parenting. I suppose that they had had 
quite enough of being part of an exclusive grouping of any 
kind. Being special does have its disadvantages, you know. 
No. Now was the time to de-emphasize our dis
tinctions and hope for a brighter, or at least, nor
mal tomorrow. 

And if this society of kids of survivors was,. 
in fact, bent on changing its moniker to" Club ' 
Inconspicuous;' then surely I was prime can
didate for President. Despite having spent 
over 3 years in the torture cavities of Puskow, 
Mielec, Wieliczka, Flossenberg, Leitmeritz,. 
Dachau, and Kaufering, my father, of\ 
blessed memory, never, ever uttered a sin
gle word to us about the butchery and car
nage he had witnessed there daily. It was 
as if life on this planet somehow began 
in l 947 -when he arrived on Ellis Island. 

It's not like we didn't know that 
"something" dreadful had happened. We 
saw the "KI:' that had been eternalized on 
his wrist, we knew about the huge bump he 
carried beneath his black, shiny yarmulke, and 
we cried when we were awoken by his terri

Rabbi"salo1n~;, csW~is a psY~hothcra~Pist in P~ivate prac· 
tice in Brooklyn. He is a frequent contributor to these pages, 
most recently with "Repairing Hashen1's Fmnily" (Mar. '03). This 
article originally appeared in Aish HaTorah's website 
y.,r\vw.aish.com. 
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fying nocturnal screams and tremors. Oh, 
we knew. But the horror was just too 
ghastly to verbalize. The "pink ele
phant" could not be spoken about. The 
children had to be protected. 

The only exception to this pact of 
silence was when Daddy took me to 
Riverside Park just about every Shabbos 
afternoon. It was there that Paul and 
Danny and Joey and the rest of my fel
low club members would join me for a 
weekly Freeze-tag or Ring-o-leevio 
game. But it wasn't long before I noticed 
that while we were busy darting and leap
ing on and off base, and releasing our pre
adolescent tensions, our fathers formed 
an enclave of their own. The spirit and 
animation of their discussions always 
seemed a trifle inappropriate; until one 
day, I happened by within earshot and 
discovered that it was there that they 
swapped horror stories, never to be for
gotten. It seems every week for two hours 
or more, these valiant heroes turned the 
clock back 20-plus years and compared 
their dreaded experiences, to relive and 
recount what their eyes had witnessed and 
their hearts had endured. It was a sup
port group of the most therapeutic kind. 

WHEN THE MYSTERY UNFOLDED 

T
he mystery unfolded that summer. 
Like every year, I was safely 
ensconced in my home away 

from home - my summer camp near 
New Paltz, New York- when I received 
a letter from home. This itself was a rather 
common occurrence in the pre -email 
decade of the 60s. Preposterous as it 
sounds, people (especially parents with 
kids in camp) would actually sit down 
at a table or a desk, pick up a ball-point 
pen and some blank paper (ruled or 
unruled), and communicate news fro1n 
home and abroad. The paper would sub
sequently be inserted in an envelope ( #7 
or 10), which was then addressed, 
sealed, stamped and brought to a mail
ing receptacle. Days later, the letter invari
ably arrived. 

After the usual maternal exhortations 
to wear a sweater at night, learn how to 
swim, and eat my veggies, Daddy would 
customarily add a few obligatory greet
ings in his forced, but loving, broken 
English. But this letter was different. No 
message from Daddy. He would never 
say very much anyway, but I always 
looked for his unfinished, yet ever so sin
cere 1nessage of missing me and loving 
me. It wasn't there. At 12-years-old, that 
struck a chord. 

When I couldn't speak to Daddy on 
my weekly call home, an explanation had 
to he tendered. "Oh;' Mom stumbled," he 
went to Israel to attend your cousin's wed
ding." Plausible enough. But not for 
1964 ... and not for my father. .. and not 
without months of preparatory excitement 

Sef er "Chazaras Hashas" 
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By Rabbi Abraham Portal 

This is the Seier you have been wailing for! 

It is unique. It will be of great help for everyone 
~ Baalei Batim, Scholars, Yeshiva and Oaf 
Hayomi students. 
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Hameor Book Distributors Inc. 
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and anticipation. I knew it didn't smell 
right, but hey, I was only 12 and heavily 
involved in Color War and batting lead
off. Priorities, you know. I let it slide. 

And so it remained - a minor mys
tery - tempered somewhat by Daddy's 
return home two weeks later, armed with 
wedding pictures, a silver candelabra for 
Mommy and Jerusalem trinkets for the 
boys. Perhaps I was wrong. 

THE QUESTIONS WE NEVER ASKED 

F
ast forward nearly 40 years. Daddy 
is with us but in spirit and mem
ory now, and big brother Izzy has 

grown fascinated with Daddy's earlier 
years in particular, and our family 
genealogy in general. In frenetic fashion, 
Izzy assumes the identity of an impas
sioned world-class detective, gripped with 
the unyielding determination to shed 
light on the questions we never dared ask. 

What were Daddy's formative years 
like? 

Where did the family come from? 
What were they known for? 
Where were they before and during the 

war? 
How many were killed? 
Who else, if anyone, survived? 
How? 
Did Daddy begin a family before the 

war? 
What happened to them? 
What horrors did he witness? 
How did he stay alive? 
.. . and where did he go in July of 1964? 
Izzy traveled ... to Poland, to 

Israel... and he asked questions. He 
read. He surfed. He called. He wrote. He 
wondered. He dreamed. He interviewed. 
He cried. He uncovered. He discovered. 
He was stymied, exhausted, confused, 
elated, obstructed, and jubilant. 
Sometimes, all at the same time. But most 
of all, he was driven. Driven by a pas
sion to know, to understand, and to con
nect. 

And he found answers - at least some 
of them - that help to fill part of the void 
we grappled with for so many years. The 
"research" is ongoing and more answers 
may he forthcoming. Some questions will 
never be answered and perhaps that is 
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how it should be, but the mystery of 1964 
is a mystery no longer. A short time ago, 
he received correspondence from the 
Provincial Court of Boch um, Germany. 
In it was a transcript dated July 21, 1964. 
It was Daddy's verbatim testimony at a 
trial for Nazi War Criminals. 

"In April of 1942 I was arrested by the 
Jewish police. I had heard that the 
Gestapo ordered the Jewish police to arrest 
young, strong, able-bodied boys and men. 
The police had a list of about 100 names, 
and I was one of the1n." 

Daddy then identified Nazis, unfa
miliar to most: Johann, Labitzke, 
Rouenhoff, Bornhold, Brock. It seems 
that all of them must have been on trial. 
I trembled as I read on. I can hear his 
gentle voice speaking. 

"The prison cell was so overcrowded 
that we had no room to stretch out at night. 

"Before shipping out, we were assem
bled in the prison courtyard and had to 
line up in three rows. I stood in the mid
dle row. About 8 to JO Jews stepped for
ward and declared themselves sick. One 
Jew, for example, had bloody feet." 

It was incredible to read the words my 
father had said, describing events that I 

never could have heard him say direct
ly. It was a glimpse into a corridor that 
had been closed off to all of us as long 
as he lived. His next words merged the 
unspeakable with staggering historical 
irony. 

''.4. second Jew pulled up his shirt and 
showed some scars. These sick people were 
told to step aside. Hamann pointed to the 
wall, and they went there. 

"I saw these SS people from Puskow 
approach the sick Jews and stand near 
them. Then I heard Hamann calling out 
'fire,' and the SS men fired. The 8 to JO 
sick Jews were shot to death." 

My jaw dropped. Reading the eyewit
ness account of my very own tender, lov
ing father bearing witness to watching Jews 
being shot to death is an experience that 
defies description. But learning that the 
Nazi in charge of this particular blood
bath was Hamann, the namesake of the 
villainous protagonist of the Purim 
story, whose intent was to exterminate 
masses of Jews, was truly mind-boggling. 

((J am the only survivor of those sent 
to the Puskow Labor Camp.'' 

And with that, Daddy's testimony 
ended. 
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PRESIDENTIAL THANK YOU 

M
y understanding is that 
these Gestapo thugs all 
received sentences of life 

imprisonment. Whether they actual
ly served them full-term is unknown 
to me. 

Daddy, I have spent many adult years 
wondering what really happened to you 
before 1947. I believe it is something that 
all children of survivors would do well to 
look into. But looking back now, and know
ing that I am now privy to but a speck of 
the terror you lived through, I say thank 
you. Thank you for making me President 
of Club Inconspicuous. Your loving 
shield was a blanket of normalcy for two 
little boys who love you now, even more 
than we ever did. 

Life was good, 1 recall. You made it that 

way. • 

KARKA IN ERETZ YISKOEL 
Call Rabbi Gavriel Beer for information 

on obtaining cemetery plots in Beth 
Shemesh and other locations in Israel. 

01 1-972-2-656-9427 

Mommy, look, •"o:i 

I c.an do this! 
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THE GENERATION AJ'TER CHURBAN EUROPE - PLUS ONE 

l
am known as "the second genera
tion." As everyone knows, that 
means: a child of survivors of 

Hitler's concentration camps. Yes, I am 
the pain, fear and atrocities, once 
removed. My parents were both survivors 
of Auschwitz. They were not left with 
scars from their experiences in the war; 
they were left with open, gaping wounds 
that would not heal in their lifetimes. One 
cannot recover fro1n losing five wonderful 
children, parents, brothers and sisters, 
friends and neighbors, and to a lesser 
extent, from 1osing one's home, posses
sions, and means of livelihood. 

I was born from those ashes, but of 
course, could never make up for this
a pain that I couldn't even understand. 
My parents, who had been married to 
each other and were reunited after the 
war, had very different styles of remi
niscing about it. My mother would tell 
me stories about the concentration 
camp, but tried to present it in a lighter 
vein. She told me how they would sleep 
ten in one bed, and when one person had 
to turn over, they all turned over. At some 
point, it began to sound like fun. My 
father never spoke about personal expe
riences--rather, he talked about aktio
nen, military and work experiences. 

They never spoke of their lost chil
dren. I don't remember how old I was 
when I became aware of their existence 
and subsequent deaths, but it was at a 
very young age. At some point, I found 
pictures of them, and from conversa
tions overheard, l pieced together their 
story. This opened a world of specula
tion and fantasy that fed the imagina
tion of a very lonely only child. I would 
dream over and over about how we 
would meet. I knew that I could never 
speak to my mother or father about 
then1. Even their names were a mystery. 
Until one year, at Simchas Torah, I dis
covered that my parents had dedicat
ed a Sefer Torah in their memory. Their 
na1nes were embroidered on the man
tle of that Sefer Torah. As the men 
danced around and around, my eyes 
frantically followed that Sefer Torah, in 
-·-·-··----
Mrs. Loh! lives in Jerusalem with her family. She 
has work published in l{orizon and in a soon
to-be-releascd book, edited by Sarah Shapiro. 

Naomi Lobl 

an effort to learn the names of my dead 
brothers and sisters. 

As I became older, I learned that my 
parents had had twin boys, who had been 
taken to Mengele's camp for "experi
ments:' A cousin told me that a friend 
of my father's had seen them alive at the 
end of the war, and that my parents 
searched for them for years all over the 
world. To this day, I harbor a faint hope 
that they will someday miraculously 
appear in my life. 

The Story Goes On and On 

M
y childhood, as a child of sur-

. vivors, was not a conventional 

. one. "Second generation" implies 
that there will be more to follow, and for 
jne the story goes on and on. As my chil
. and, later on, my grandchildren filled 

life, there was always the specter of chil
li like these who were wrenched from 

their mothers' arms and slaughtered, only 
because they were Jewish. There is a sad
ness, born of my parents' sorrow and pain, 
that permeates and colors my life. 

But there is another side to this story. 
Myparents were survivors. They survived 
OOnditions and circumstances that few 
J:iuman beings could. They were sustained 
by their strong belief in Hashem, and by 
a spirit that couldn't be squelched. When 
my mother was niftar, at age 93, and my 
husband was maspid (eulogized) her, he 
used the passuk from the parsha of the 
week:" Vayidom Aharon-<md Aharon was 
Silent:' Aharon had no complaints to 
Hashem about the loss of his children. My 
husband said that in all the years that he 
knew my mother, he never once heard 
anything emerge from her mouth that 
dmld, in the slightest way, be construed 
\ma complaint about her terrible loss. 

Such indomitable strength cannot go 
to waste, and my parents somehow 

· 'bequeathed it to me. Lo and behold, they 
produced another survivor. Throughout 
my life, when faced by even the greatest 
adversity, I have always felt an inner well
spring of strength that never fails to amaze 
me and see me through. Surely, along with 
everything else, this is part of my lega
cy from my parents-the survivors. • 

----------------------·--·----------
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THE GENERATION AFTER CHURBAN EUROPE - PLUS ONE Rabbi Yaakov Shlomo Weinberg 

THE PATRIARCHAL 
PRECEDENT 

W
e are called 
upon to 
"serve 

Hashem with glad
ness - besitncha." 1 

By contrast, Rabbi 
Chaim Volozhiner 
once commented 
that" atzvus- sadness 
- is a leaf from the 
cemetery." Moreover, per
forming one mitzva with joy is equiva
lent to a hundred mitzvos fulfilled 
without joy'. Yet, much of life involves 
struggling with overwhelming difficul
ties that hardly inspire joy. In fact, in keep
ing with the rule, "The actions of the Avas 
(Patriarchs) set the pattern for the chil
dren," we search for precedents amongst 
our forbears, and - indeed -we find that 
for twenty two years, Yaakov Avinu 
labored under the impression that 
Hashem was angry with him. Not only 
did Yaakov believe that his precious son 
Yoseif was dead, but the Shechina (the 
Divine Presence) had actually left him for 
those twenty-two years. Yaakov had also 
been given a sign from Hashem that if 
-- _._OMO 

Rabbi Weinberg, a musntach of Yeshiva Ner 
Yisrocl, lives in Baltin1ore. For 1nany years, he wrote 
a weekly Torah colun1n for the "Chizuk Torah" 
publication. He and his wife are the originators 
of the Dov Dov Series. His article, "On Being 
Second Best," appeared in JO, Sept. '99. The above 
article is taken in large part fron1 the Sefer Bais 
Efraim (Hebrew) by the author, vol. 2, p. 241-3. 
See also the Maamar Vesamachta Bechagecha, vol. 
I, pp. 85-87. 
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Can One Serve Hashem 
Even Amidst Sadness? 

none of his children died in his life
time, 3 he would not "see the face 

of Gehinnom (Purgatory) .... " 
And now that assurance was 
gone. This was a tremendous 
nisayon (test) forYaakov, yet 
"Lo zoz afilu ziz kolshehu 
mei'avodaso. He nevertheless 
did not budge one iota in his 
service to Hashern .. .. "4 

1'his is most remarkable, 
for Yaakov Avinu's situation 

was potentially one of tremen
dous sorrow, sadness and resignation, 

nnderscored by an apparent Divine rejec
tion and sense of personal failure. The 
ultimate destiny of Kial Yisroel had rest
ed on his shoulders. He had evidently 
blundered terribly. One of the Shevatim 
(Tribes), Yoseif, was gone - the only 
Sheivet that had the capability to rein in 
and conquer Eisav, the embodiment of 
evil in the world. Also, it seemed that 
Yaakov himself would be consigned, for 
so1ne time at least, to Gehinnom. A cat
astrophic failure had occurred: a lifetime's 
work was in ruin. How does one go on? 
And yet Yaakov did. After all, Hashem still 
ruled the world, and He must be served, 
whatever Yaakov's position in that world 
might or might not be .... His service to 
G-d did not waver in the least. 

RELATING TO YAAKOV'S STRUGGLES 

H
ow do Yaakov Avinu's struggles 
relate to us? \t\lhen one is young, 
he has full strength, enjoys a 

wide range of abilities, and is driven by 
excitement and optimism that he can 

accomplish and achieve whatever he 
chooses to strive for. Those are his assets. 
"Semach bachur beyaldusecha ... Rejoice, 
young man, in your childhood; let your 
heart cheer you in the days of your 
youth ... :' 5 Yet he is often distracted by 
various passions6 and hindered by a lack 
of recognition of the value of time. On 
the other hand, when a person ages, or 
if he is weak, or (G-d-forbid) sick, or 
unsuccessful, or a "loser" in his endeav
ors, or impoverished, his passions are also 
not at peak level. .. and perhaps far less 
than that. He is often sad, sorrowful or 
depressed. He tends to give up easily 
(beset with yei'ush) and has no desire to 
ascend and gain ground in Torah, 
1nitzvos, or closeness to Hashem. There 
is a saying that "atzvus is not an aveira 
(sin), but it is worse than any aveira:'Not 
surprisingly, atzvus is also called" mora 
shechora" - the black bile. 

(When the menahel ruchani of a large 
yeshiva saw the title "Avoda Mitoch 
Atzvus" in the Sefer Beis Efraim - the 
chapter on which this essay is based -
he asked me, "We usually speak about 
avoda mitoch sin1cha - serving Hashem 
through joy. What's this 'mitoch atzvus?" 

(I countered that mitoch simcha is the 
goal. But perhaps more often than not, 

r-y~J;i/ii~;- i00~2------------·~-----------

2 Heard from Mori Verabbi Rabbi Dovid Kronglas 
the late Mashgiach ?")lt of Yeshiva Ner Israel. 
3 Although we usually have a rule that grand
children are like children ( Yeva1nos62b), this was 
evidently not true in this case, since two of his 
grandchildren, Er and ()nan, the children of 
Yehuda, did in fact die in Yaakov's lifetime. 
4 Ohr Gedalyahu on Bereishis p. J 38 
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our "sula1n mutzav artza- our ladder to 
the heavens, standing on earth" is mitoch 
atzvus, grounded in harsh reality. This is 
but the bottom rung, with the top of the 
ladder reaching the joyful heavens.7) 

If, however, a person finds himself in 
a frustrating situation or sunk in a defeat
ed 1nood, and draws on his bitachon 
(faith) in Hashem, that everything is for 
the good, and strengthens himself as 
much as possible, he will be able to scale 
the peaks of Torah and mitzvos. 
Moreover, in keeping with the maxim, 
"Lefum tza' ara agra - The [size of the J 
reward is in accordance with the pain 
endured;'8 he will have gained immea
surably from the process. 

In this manner, we can understand the 
passuk in Kohelles ( 11,6), "Baboker ze'ra 
es zar'echa ... In the niorning sow your 
seed, and in the evening do not be idle, 
for you cannot know which will succeed 
- this one or that- or whether they will 
be equally good:' The Gemora'' com
n1ents: "Even if a man n1arried in his 
youth (baker), [and is single again,] he 
should marry in his old age (erev). Even 
if he had children in his youth, he should 
endeavor to have children in his old age .... 
Even if he learned Torah [and taught stu
dents] in his youth, he should learn Torah 
[and teach students J in his old age:' 

Boker and erev represent two separate 
time frames - and similarly, two differ
ent 1nodes of avodas Hashe1n- in a per
son's life. Perform those deeds and pursue 
achievements in the second time frame 
to the best of your ability, as you did in 
the first ti1ne fra1ne. You cannot know 
in advance which one - whether the 
avoda through" sernach bachur ... "or the 

5-j(~·;;ellcs J-j-~9--

6 See lfarav Tzaddok HaKohein's Tzidkas 
Hatzaddik #95 
7 The trait of af211us has become more pronounced 
in the last hundred years or so. It is told that the 
Alter of Slabodka ?·~asked Rabbi Yisroel Salanter 
?"~what his guiding principle should be in the 
new yeshiva he was opening. He answered him 
that "nowadays," the operating principle should 
be" lehachayos r11'ach sf1e}Oli111 ulchachayos [eiv 11id~ 
cho'iin - to invigorate the spirit of the lowly and 
revive the heart of the despondent." ( Yeshayahu 
57,15) 
8 

Al'OS 5:27 
9 Yevarnos 62b 
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avoda through the atzvus of erev - will 
be more worthy. 

Boker, then, refers to days like those 
of one's youth, the days of hislahavus 
(enthusiasm), of energy, passion and 
ambition. Erevis the evening-type peri
ods of one's life, when one's strength is 
not at full capacity, when the limbs are 
not as responsive, and when perhaps even 
the mind enjoys a few extra winks of sleep 
here and there. These are the days of dis
couragement," ... vehigi'u shanim asher 
tomar ein li bahem cheifetz ... and those 
years arrive of which you will say'! have 

no desire in them."' 10 

Effort in the twilight years, then, is not 
to be slighted. To the contrary, pushing 
forward, striving and overcoming diffi
culties during the times of erev is as much 
avodas Hashem as are the striving and 
restraining of the days of baker, includ
ing the benefit of the "reward for pain" 
factor. Moreover, "you cannot know 
which is better" in the eyes of Hashem. 
In fact, as long as a person's mind is func
tioning, he still has the potential for 
avoda, to form a kesher (connection) with 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu. 

OTHERS AND FATHERS ALIGNED SAVING KIDS 
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STARR· Female Sibling Program 
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I had a very dear, devoted friend, who 
was a respected talmid chacham and 
Rosh Yeshiva. During his very painful 
final illness, '?"1. he kept repeating to 
himself, 'Hu heitiv, Hu meitiv, Hu yeitiv 
lanu - He did good, He does good, He 
will do good to us.''11 

Another good friend, a dedicated 
askan (activist) and prominent com
munity leader, during his fatal illness said 
again and again, ''Chavivim yesurim -
pain is precious,"12 maintaining his avo
das Hashem till the very end. 
There is avoda and teshuva be'odo ish 

(repenting while one is still a man with 
the passions and desires of youth), and 
there is avoda and teshuva beshe'eino ish 
(when one is no longer fully a man). 

YAAKOV'S SERVICE WHILE SUFFERING 

The avoda of Yaakov Avinu during 
the twenty two years of Yoseif's 
absence was in the latter mode -

mitoch hester panim (during the hiding 
of G-d's face, so to speak), which was a 
state of sadness and despair. 
Nevertheless, he did not budge an iota 
in his avoda ("lo zoz afilu ziz kolshehu"), 
striving for fervor even if joy evaded him. 
We now have a deeper understanding of 
the words: "Yaakov wanted to dwell in 
tranquility, but the ordeal ofYoseif sprung 
on him." 13 This was not a matter of a sin 
followed by an appropriate punishment, 
but a change of status. Until then, Yaakov 
had been involved in creating new 
worlds and achieving unprecedented 
heights in his struggles with Eisav, 
Lavan, et aP 4 in the sense of baboker ze'ra 
es zar' echa. Now, however, Yaakov 
wished to live in tranquility- that is to 
say, he felt there were no more «worlds" 
for him to create and guide to perfec
tion. Per force, then, it meant that the 
time of"vela'erev al tanach ya'decha" had 
arrived. Both of these time frames are 
an integral part of man's required 
avoda, "Ki eincha yodei'a eizeh 

UfJcoh~lle;··i·ii·---

11 From BirkasHamazon (Grace After Meals) 
12 Bava Metzia 85a 
13 Rashi, Vayeishev 37,2 
14 See Sefer Mei Hashiluach vol. 2, p.24 
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yichshar:' 15 As long as one still has 
strength or even just awareness, it is still 
a time for avoda. If he rises to the occa
sion, happy is his lot. There is no dif
ference in significance between the 
challenge to restrain oneself when one 
is yet a man and the test to go forward 
when one is long past one's peak. 16 Both 
are opportunities for growth. Both have 
their reward in accordance with the pain. 

In light of the above, I would like to 
underscore the following points. 

•"The righteous fall seven times but 
arise:' The commentaries and sefarim state 
that "seven" here means many17 • Yes, even 
a tzaddik may often fail, especially when 
he endeavors to change a character 
trait. Why, then, is he a tzaddik? Because 
he does not give up, but arises again and 
again, and continues the battle. 

• Pardon a metaphor from my youth, 
but in a similar vein - one must remem
ber that life is like a baseball season, not 
a football season. An excellent football 
team may indeed win every game of the 
season. Even the best of the baseball teams, 
however, have never come close to win
ning every game of an entire season. 

• If a person is given a heavy dose of 
nisyonos, it is because he has the strength 
to overcome these tests. "Lefum gamla 
shichna- In accordance with its strength 
is the weight of the load placed on the 
camel:"' (See sidebar.) 

OF REALITY AND JOY28 

R
abbi Kalman Klonimus 
Shapiro, "T"'n. the author of 
the sefer Chovas Hatalmidim, 

15 Sefari111 (sacred literature) describe this period 
ofYaakov's life as a tremendous nisayon (test) for 
hi1n. 
16 As the Yiddish expression goes, "Gees boin1el oif 
di la1np azoi Jang vi es brent noch - Pour oil on the 
lamp as long as the flame still burns." 
17 See Ibn Ezra, Ralbag; Maharal in Netzach Ytsroel 
ch.32 
18 Kesuvos 67a 
19 Tehi!lirn 147,2-4- recited daily during Shacharis 

lO Si1nilarly, in Midrash Ral1ba Shernos 1,3 " ... Jews 
are equal to the stars of heaven ... as it says, 'He count~ 
the numbers of the stars and calls then1 all by 
name .. ' ! as in the the above quoted passuk fron1 
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FROM DARK LONELINESS 
TO STELLAR BRIGHTNESS 

"The Builder of Jerusalem is Hashem, He will gather in the dispersed of Israel. 
He is the Healer of the brokenhearted and the One Who binds up their sorrows. 
He counts the number of stars and assigns names to all of them."19 

What is the connection between the second and third pesukim? 
When one suffers from a broken heart, sadness, or sorrow - fur whatever rea

son - the person inevitably feels beaten, lonely, forgotten, and of little value. But 
one should take heart. The healing and binding do indeed follow. As Rashi says in 
Shemos ( 1,1) " ... Hashem counted [the sons of Yaakov] to let you know how pre
cious [they are to Him] because they are compared to the stars, which Hashem'brings 
out and brings in' according to their number[ s] and names .... "20 In Judaism, a name 
indicates.the actual essence and being of an object. Everyone and everything has a 
different name and therefore is of a different essence.21, 22 

This, then, is the connection between the two pesukim: You think that you are 
lowly and without importance. Just the opposite: I count you constantly and give 
each one of you a name23 - indicating individuality and uniquene.sS in each one's 
essence. Each of you is like the stars, which are essential and significant. That is why 
each one is counted, since counting shows significance, as in the halachic concept 
of" davar she'beminyan eino bateil- fotbidden objects that are counted individu
ally do not become nullified when miJred in a larger quantity of permissible objects:"" 

In Shemoneh Esre~ we say"Hashiva shofteinu kevarishona ... ~Restore our judges 
as we had formerly and our advisors as in the beginning - and remove from us 
grief and groaning:' What is the connection?25 The Midrash26 explains, "Bin sim
cha sheleima ad she'YiSroel nig' alim - There will be no complete joy until Israel is 
redeemed?"' Judges and advisors as in the past will govern us at the time of the 
redemption. 

We now not only have a connection between the second and .third pesukimmen
tioned above, but also between the first and second pesukim. 

"Bonei Yerushafayim Hashem, nidchei Yt5toel yechaneis-The BuilderofYerushalayim 
is Hashem, He will gather in the dispersed oflsrael:' Through thatingathering and 
restoration, He will be "the Healer of the brokenhearted" - of the multitudes, of all 
of Israel. And the passuk that follows, "He counts the numbers of the stars:' which 
cures the sadness- that is, the sadness of the individual, which is dispelled. - Y.S. W. 

. . 

was confined in the Warsaw Ghetto 
under the accursed Nazis. The 
situation there was extremely bitter 

and painful, and many died daily due 
to hunger, disease and the brutal 
killings that were rampant. 

Ii:hillin1] and since they are con1parable to stars He 
gives names to them all .... " 
21 See also Rashi Bamidbar l,l: "Because of G-d's 
great love for them, He counts them constantly ... ?' 
22 See HaRav Tzaddok HaKohein:~ Divrei Chalomos 
#9 
23 See Sefer Kli Chemda, which explains that the 
Torah ... does not assign names to individual species 
of fish, such as tuna, salmon etc., because they lack 
significance. See Beis Efrain1 - Maamar Beheinza, 
Oj; [Jag; that is why there is no ayin hara in regard 
to fish. 
24 Beitza 3b 
25 One nUght answer that "Bin simdw. kehatnms hase
feikos. There is no joy like the resolution of doubts." 

After judges and advisors of a status like that of the 
past will be instated, they will render clear judg
ments and offer sound advice. AU doubts, then, will 
be resolved. Thus, all sadness and sighing will cease. 
26 Midrash Shocher Tov on Tehillim 98,l 
27 "Oz yitrwlei sechok pinu- Then our mouths will 
be filled with laughter" (Tehilliln 126,2). 

28 The previous discussion speaks of the need and 
benefit of avoda even, if need be, fron1 the depths 
of sadness. The following is taken from the Sefer 
Rais Efrai111 Volume I on the Yamim Tovin1-Sukkos 
entitled" Vesaniachta Bechagecha (And You Shall Be 
Joyful On Your Festivals)" pp. 85-87, and provides 
a basic underlying rationale. 
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Nevertheless, when Purim came, he 
started - and inspired others - to sing 
and dance and rejoice as much as was 
possible. People asked him " ... 
U'lesimcha ma zo osa? And for joy -
what does it accomplish?" 29 - How 
can one be happy, let alone sing and 
dance, under such brutal conditions? 

He answered them, based on the 
Tikkunei Zohar, 30 that Yorn Kippur is 
like Purim, and just as a person who 
may not desire to fast or repent on 
Yorn Kippur must nevertheless do so, 
so too must an individual whose per
sonal or communal state is not con
ducive to joy and dancing on Purim 
is nevertheless expected to do his 
utmost to achieve a level of simcha. 
Furthermore, we have all heard sto
ries of people great in Torah and 
mitzvos who found themselves in a 
sudden situation of great pain, stress 
or mourning ':rion a Shabbos or Yam 
Tov, but did not show any signs of sad
ness until after Havdala. 

We can understand the above con
cept of expressing sin1cha, even dur
ing extremely difficult times, by 
contemplating our daily davening. 
Every morning, we say, "Ashreinu, ma 
tov chelkeinu ... We are fortunate, how 
good is our portion ... we are fortu
nate that daily - evening and morn
ing - we say,' Shema Yisroel Hashem 
Elokeinu Hashem Echod - (Hear 0 
Israel, Hashem is our G-d, Hashem is 
the One and Only)."' 

Our good fortune is not simply that 
we have the mitzva of saying" Shen1a," 
but - more- what the "Shema" con
veys to us: that Hashem, Who is the 
Master of everything, is our G-d, relat
ed and bonded, as it were, to us. He 
is the One and Only.31 

As we say in the earlier paragraph 
of that declaration, G-d, in His infi
nite kindness, chose our fathers and 
us, and thus " ... we are Your nation, 
the children of Your covenant, the chil
dren of Avraham, Your beloved, ... the 
offspring of Yitzchak, ... the congre
gation ofYaakov." Therefore we have 
an everlasting bond with G-d. There 
is no greater joy than that. 32 

We are thus blessed by the joyful 
influences of Shabbos, Yorn Tov, and 
- yes - Purim, all of which flow with 
a special love, as it were, from 
Hashem. It is at these times that we 

29 Kohel/es 2,2 
30 TI'kkun 21, which compares Yorn Kippur with 
Purim. See the commentary B'nayahu that Yorn 
Kippur is a day ke-Purin1- (the sound "ke" as in 
the letter Hebrew" Kof,' denotes similarity and like
ness) like Purim. It is only like Purim, but not quite 
- Purim is greater. See the segment "Nadav 
VaAvihu" in the writer's Sefer Bais Efraim vol. 2, pp. 
291-294. 
31 See Sefer Bais Efraim vol. 2, Lech Lecha -
" Umispallelim el ... lo yoshia" pp. 96-99. 
32 See Maharal in Netzach Yisroel Ch. 11, para
graph starting "Avol l'fi." 
33 "Ki re?,g.a be'apo, chayim birtzono-For His anger 

especially stress that chayim, simcha 
and shalom are of prime signifi
cance, and are eternal. We indeed need 
to recognize this and to feel it, come 
what may. 33 

He who is sad and worries, and is 
not besimcha because of his current 
situation, is in fact saying that those 
fleeting moments are the reality of life, 
and not that which is eternal. That is 
the reason that Rabbi Kalman 
Klonimus Shapiro strove to be joyful 
on Purim, even while experiencing the 
hell of the ghetto. 

He was thereby stating that the 
experiences of that time and place 
did not define the reality of a Jew's 
being - for these too would pass. His 
attachment to Hashem and the 
future chayim birtzono, life as He 
wills it - these were the true reali
ty of life.34· 35 • 

endures but a moment; life results from His favor." 
(Tehillim 30,6). (See Da'as Tevunos, ch. 48, 52-54.) 
34 See Maharal Chiddushei Aggados, Shabbos I I Sa. 
"All pain comes from the material. .. which is 
under the realm of time .... But in the separated 
spiritual realm, there is no pain, ... only pleasure. 
And this is the pleasure of Olan1 flabba (the future 
world) for which the Shabbos serves as a sign .... 
One who enjoys the Shabbos ... dwells without 
pain .... Similarly, on Yon1 Tov, which is holy, it 
is prohibited to be in anguish .... " 
35 As the Chazon Ish states in Kovetz lgros, Iggeres 
36 "There is no sadness in the world for one who 
recognizes the light of the lights of truth." 
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Holocaust Hero, by Dr. David Kranzler 
(Published by KTAV Publishers, Hoboken, 
NJ, $24.95) 

0 
ne of the more mysterious ways 
in which Tanach communicates 
with us is through the keri/ kesiv 

- the way in which the word is pro
nounced and the written tradition. 
Why write the word one way when it is 
to be read another? I do not believe that 
any one explanation can cover every case, 
but I have been taught that, quite often, 
the kesiv is, so to speak, the soul of the 
keri. The kesiv is the theory which the 
keri turns into action. 

One example occurs in Shmuel II 
23,20. There, as part of the list of David 
Hamelech's giborim (mighty heroes), we 
have Benayahu ben 
Yehoyada. A number of his 
heroic exploits are 
recounted, among them 
that he once killed a lion 
in its lair on a snowy win
ter day. We will come back 
to this feat in a moment. 
He is introduced to us as 
a ben ish chayil, someone 
of unusual accomplish
ments. This description 
is of interest to us in the 
present context because the 
word that we read as chay
il is written chai. ln the world of the kesiv, 
he was a ben ish chai, a person who was 
fully alive. In the real world, this is trans
lated into a ben ish chayil, one who took 
everything in stride, who met every chal
lenge with total commitment and effec
tiveness. 

Thus, Gemora Berachos I Sb sees 

Rabbi Eisemann, a Rebbe in Yeshiva Ner Israel 
of Baltimore, is author of the translation and com
mentary of the ArtScroll/Mesorah Yechezkel, Divrei 
Hayan1im, and Iyov, as well as other books under 
private label, including The Machzor Companion 
and Lighting up the Night. He is a frequent con
tributor to these pages. 
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Rabbi Moshe Eisemann 

Rabbi Solomon 
SCHONFELD 

''Hero'' - Or'' A 
Life Fully Lived'''? 

hints in the story of the lion, indicating 
that Benayahu ben Yehoyada once 
smashed the ice in order to be able to 
use a freezing river as a mikveh. Another 
tradition has him learning and finish
ing the entire Sifrei Da'bei Rav on one 
winter day. 

If one is fully alive, if every faculty with 
which the Ribbono Shel Olam has 
endowed him is at his beck and call to 
be used when it is needed and how it is 
needed, then there is no limit to what 

he can accomplish. Call the 
challenge what you will. 
Call it a crazed lion, call it 
freezing winter water, call 
it an impossibly difficult 
sugya. It is all one. Life fully 
lived is a life undaunted by 
the most difficult chal
lenges. 

All this passed through 
my mind as I read David 
Kranzler's wonderful 
book, Holocaust Hero, the 
story of Rabbi Dr. 
Solomon Schonfeld's 

unbelievable hatzala work during and 
after the Nazi era. I-Iere indeed was an 
ish chayil whose greatness lay in an 
unbounded zest for life, which burst forth 
in all its vigor and originality when his
tory called and destiny beckoned. 

I do not particularly like the title. It 
is true that Dr. Schonfeld was every bit 
a hero. It is true that the Holocaust pro
vided the canvas across which he scrib
bled his large and sprawling signature to 
such lasting effect. It is certainly true that 
today there are tens of thousands of 
Yidden- the children, grandchildren and 

great-grandchildren of the four thou
sands whom he saved - who owe their 
lives to him. But I do not believe that this 
is the whole story nor, indeed, that it is 
the true story. 

The Story of a Life Fully Lived 

T
he story of Dr. Schonfeld, to the 
extent that it can serve as a mus
sar sefer for all of us, is the story 

of a life fully lived, well beyond the time 
that he would have been energized by the 
horrors of the Holocaust. In this book, 
we meet a man, who, so one supposes, 
when he ultimately reached the Kisei 
Hakavod - the Divine Throne - to give 
a reckoning of the time that had been 
granted him, was able to say to the 
Ribbono Shel Olam, "You endowed me 
with an intellect, a personality and tal
ents that are granted to only a very few. 
I took full advantage of them. I used them 
all and I used them advantageously." 

There are, of course, many hatzala
related pictures that will remain with us, 
long after we put this book down. We 
will remember the three pairs of shoes 
and socks that Dr. Schonfeld secreted 
strategically along the route from 
London to Heathrow Airport. They were 
there to help him along on his sixteen
mile hike to make a plane to the 
Continent that was due to leave imme
diately after Shabbos. We will remember 
the young people whom he drafted to 
man the phones two days before Pesach, 
when he bullied and cajoled the fanci
est Jewish hotels in the country, each fully 
booked for the Yam Tov, to take in five, 
ten, fifteen extra children who had just 
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arrived from Europe and had no place 
to go. We will remember the ambulances
cum-synagogues which he invented 
and drove into the jaws of death that was 
post-war Poland. All these and much, 
much 1nore. 

However, there will be other vignettes 
that had nothing to do with saving lives 
but had everything to do with being a 
mentsch. In our mind's eye, we will watch 
him slogging along on a three-hour walk 
to make things easier for some people 
who had been summoned to appear on 
Shabbos for an important interview at 
The Home Office. We will go along for 
the nocturnal joyride that he gave a lit -
tle orphan girl, lonesome and friendless, 
who needed somebody to show her that 
she was important. We will admire and 
envy the man who, after forty years, still 
recognized the voice of one of his 
"Kinder" who called up wondering 
whether he would even remember that 
she had ever existed. 

"Each Had a Face, Each Had a Name" 

T
he book is divided into two parts. 
In the first half, we are given a fac
tual survey of the period. We meet 

Dr. Schonfeld grappling with the 
intractable problems that were endem
ic to those dreadful years, gasp at his dar
ing and original solutions (often they 
worked, sometimes they didn't), and 
learn to know this indomitable spirit 
whose every waking moment was 
haunted by the dreadful chasm which 
divided the necessary from the possible. 

Still, he often managed to bridge that 
chasm in ways and by methods of which 
duller minds and more stolid personal
ities would never have conceived. Such 
minds and personalities were well rep
resented in the Jewish establishment. 
These were men who, while well-inten
tioned according to their lights, were 
unschooled in the infinite value of a 
Yiddishe neshama, and were occasionally 
willing to let things slide rather than ruf
fle the mane of the British Lion. 

Aficionados of the Schonfeld legend 
can tell many stories of the hair-raising 
end runs that he made around them, to 
gain the admiring, if rather shell-
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shocked, support of Cabinet ministers 
and generals. These men of action 
believed in him. Perhaps they all wished 
that the star that they were chasing could 
have been as bright as his. 

The second half of the book, more 
immediate and therefore, possibly more 
interestjng, is devoted to the ren1iniscences 
of some twenty former students, many 
of them veterans of the famous Kinder 
Transports. The picture that emerges is 
of a man of enormous versatility and 
charm - as they say in Yiddish, a Hertz 
Ganev. The common thread that runs 
through most of these vignettes is the feel
ing that all the children had, that he loved 
them and cared for them - as individu
als. There were thousands of refugee chil
dren. Each had a face, each had a name. 
The business was strictly retail. 

I could stop here with a warm rec
ommendation that everyone who is able, 
should read this book. I really believe that. 
We will all be the better for it. 

I-Iowever, there is another point that 
I want to make. We have many so-called 
"Gedolim books;' and I believe that these 
are a blessing to our community. They 
tend to deal with our great talmidei 
chachamim and maize much of their gad
lus beTorah. We stand in awe of them and 
feel inspired to try a little harder. 

In this book, we do not hear of Rabbi 
Schonfeld as a talmid chacham. As a 
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young 1nan, he did learn in Nitra, 
where he became a close talmid of the 
saintly Rabbi Michael Ber Weismandl, 
and for two years he learned in 
Slobodka. His yeshiva years were cut 
short by the sudden death of his father 
at a young age. As a dutiful son, he 
returned to England to take over the 
Rabbanus of the Adass Synagogue, 
which his father had founded. I imag
ine that his frenetic activities during the 
Holocaust years prevented him from 
spending as much time in front of a 
Gemora as he would have wanted. 

I 
want to end this review with a quote 
from Mesillas Yesharim. It is a pas
sage that we all need to know. I believe 

that it is a fitting epitaph to the great man 
whose life's work is recorded in this book: 

One who, out of necessity, plies a 
humble trade can be a true saint, just 
as one from whose mouth learning never 
departs. It is written (Mishlei 16,4), "G
d created everything for His sake," and 
(Ibid 3,6), "In all your ways know Him 
and He will straighten your paths." 
Dr. Schonfeld found himself with a 

major "necessity:' He did what fate called 
upon him to do. Whether he was born 
great or achieved greatness or had 
greatness thrust upon him) we cannot 
know. But it is clear that we all owe him 
admiration and gratitude. • 
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Th,:-c;ntonists: The Jewish Children's 
Army of the Tsar, by Larry Domnitch 
(Devorah Publishing, 2004) 

T
his book is not an easy read, but 
it is a very important read. 

Jewish children as young as six years 
old were conscripted into Tsar 
Nicholas I's army, beginning in 1826. The 
overarching themes of these children's 
youth and adolescence were forced con
version and suffering. Their term of army 
service was 25 years. They were yanked 
from home and hearth and thrust into 
physically cruel, religiously coercive, and 
e1notionally devastating circumstances. 

Nicholas used his arn1y as a conver
sionary tool. His goal was blatant: to 
convert Jewish children to Christianity. 
His more specific tools were torture and 
suffering. 

Domnitch has written a very impor
tant book. He let the children - or those 
who knew them - tell their stories. He 
has mined Russian and Yiddish mem
oirs to capture their voices. 

And heroic voices they are. 

Heroic Voices 

I 
do not believe that any Jewish par
ent today who is brutally honest with 
himself can avoid asking himself: 

Have I raised my children to be as stead
fast in our faith as our ancestors raised 
their children to be in 19-century 
Russia? 

The sufferings these children under
went in resisting efforts to convert 
them are both awe-inspiring and revolt
ing. 

Most did resist. Some gave into the 
torture, none willingly. 

Rabbi Goldberg is executive editor of Denver's 
lntermountain Jewish News. He was n1ost recent
ly represented in these pages with "From the 
Depths, a Zest for Life" (Feb. '03). 
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Rabbi Hillel Goldberg 

The 

''Cantonist'' 
Epoch 

in Tsarist Russia 
Jewish Children Faced a Choice: 

Kosher or Torture. 

The period of the "Cantonists" - the 
Jewish children kidnapped by the Tsar 
or his minions- is perhaps the most mas
sive example of child abuse in history. 

As I say, it is very hard to read this 

book. One weeps for these children, and 
for all of Kial Yisroel in that era. Jewish 
children were forced to abandon their 
Torah observances. They were bap
tized, beaten and denied any access to 
the Jewish community. Their most con
stant challenge was kashrus. 

Excerpts from the memoir of S. 
Beyl in: 

They served the Cantonists shchi 
(cabbage soup containing lard). The boy 
avoided the shchi, though the only other 
food available was bread. 

"Jew, why aren't you eating the 
shchi?" the lance corporal yelled at him. 

"I can't. It smells of pork!" 

''.Ah, so you're that kind. Get on your 
knees before the icon and be bap
tized!" 

And they held the boy in the same 

position for a full hour and a half until 
his knees grew numb. They then com
manded him to stand, and proceeded 
to deal him fifteen or twenty strokes with 

the birch. 
Excerpts from the memoir about 

Chaim Merimzon, quartered in a private 
village home: 

His landlady led him to a dark cor
ner behind the stove, where a sack of 
straw lay on the floor. This, she indicated, 
was his bedroom. 

Merimzon was thirsty and scooped 
some water from the water bucket 
with a ladle. He was about to drink when 
the landlady threw herself at him like 
an enraged lioness. She struck him and 

screamed, "Anti-Christ! Foul Satan!" 
Merimzon was dumbfounded, but 
could not ask her why she cursed him 

since he did not speak Russian. The land
lady shoved him in the chest to get him 
away from her sacred water bucket. 
Merimzon wanted to hit her back, but 
was afraid that they would whip him 

for it. He resolved to ask a more expe
rienced Cantonist about the customs of 
the Christians to avoid such scenes in 

the future. 
In the evening, Merimzon went to 

bed in his dark corner without any sup

per. He used his litt/.e bag as a pillow and 
covered himself with his overcoat. He 
tossed and turned for a long time, think
ing of his mother and how she had 

-----·---~----------
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always sung him lullabies. But he could 
not fall asleep; he was hungry, and lice, 
fleas, and bedbugs were biting his 
flesh. Finally, he cried himself to sleep. 

In the morning, the landlady served 
Merimzon a slice of bread, a bit of lard 
and a pinch of salt. She said something 
in a kind tone, pointing to the edge of 
the stove. He guessed that this was to be 
his table. He ate the bread and salt and 
fed the lard to the cat .... 

Merimzon did his best to live by his 
principles, though survival required 
some concessions. At first, he could not 
bear to taste the bread with lard that 
was all his landlady gave hi111 to eat. 
When he was hungry enough to put a 
spoonful of the lard into his mouth, his 
kosher stomach regurgitated it imme
diately. For three months, Merimzon 
lived on bread and water until he real
ized that he would not survive on such 
a diet. With great difficulty, Merimzon 
accustomed his stomach to the food that 
was so offensive to him .... 

A different kind of hell plagued the 
boys in their quarters: harass1nent by 
the children of the families with whom 
they lived. The children were ingenious 
in inventing ways to taunt the 
Cantonists. They chalked crosses on 
their overcoats and smeared their 
n1ouths with lard. One day, Merimzon 
gathered his courage, and when his 
landlady's son rushed him with the lard 
he planned to smear on his lips, 
Merimzon hit him in the nose with a 
handy implement and bloodied his 
nose. The mistress of the house threw 
herself on Merimzon .... If he had not 
run away. she would have torn him to 
shreds. 

She pursued Merimzon, screaming. 
"Guard! The few has killed my Petka!" 
People gathered, the Cantonists and 
non-commissioned officers were 
assembled, and the drummer beat 
the alarm. Merimzon grabbed an iron 
shovel, braced himself in a defensive 
position against a wall, and silently 
prayed: "Lishua'secha kivisi Hashem 
[I set my hope in Your salvation, G-d].'' 

The officers ordered Merimzon to 
drop the shovel, and they took him to 
the company commander. On the way. 

he silently recited the 20'1' Psalm of 
David. The co1nmander questioned 
Merimzon. Though he still could not 
quite understand what he was being 
asked, Merimzon had learned enough 
to produce -the appropriate soldier's 
responses and barked out "Yes, sir, your 
honor!" 'J:\.t your service, your honor!" 
and "Very good, sir!" in response to the 
questions he was asked. The com
mander ordered Merimzon moved to 
different quarters. To placate the land
lady, he promised that he would order 
Merimzon whipped. 
Merimzon was kidnapped on the eve 

of his l J 'h birthday. 

Meeting the Tsar's Quotas 

T
he kidnappers, in most cases, 
were Jews. The Tsar coerced the 
Jews to do his dirty work. This 

wrought havoc in Jewish communities. 
The wealthy often kept their children 
out of service through bribery. Widows' 
children were often taken in their 
stead. A famous story about Reb Yisroel 
Salanter has him spurning the hospi
tality of a Jewish community he was vis
iting for Shabbos. The leaders of the 
com1nunity were at a loss to explain the 
snub. When they asked him, he turned 
on them with red-hot words. They had 
manipulated the Tsar's quotas to save 
their own children, he charged. In place 
of their own obligations, they had kid
napped a poor Jewish widow's son and 
turned him over to the Tsar's 1ninions. 
He could not sit down with such peo
ple - who, alas, had become accustomed 
to the cruel decree and their way 
around it. Domnitch writes: 

As a result of the Cantonist 
Recruitment Decree, the Jews of 
Russia would never again view each 
other in the same way. The unity of 
the Jewish community was dealt a 
deeply damaging blow and, one might 
claim, it never fully recovered from the 
trauma of betrayal by fellow Jews. 
The Cantonist period ended with 

Tsar Nicholas's death in 1855, on the 
holiday of Purim. 

Domnitch writes a balanced intro
ductory chapter, outlining the edict, the 

moral dilemmas of the Jewish com
munity, and the bitter fruits. There was 
no end to the bitterness: 

• Parents purposely crippled their 
children by breaking their limbs, cut
ting off a finger or removing an eye, in 
order to disqualify their children from 
the draft; 

•communal leaders paid kidnappers 
to turn over children in order to satis
fy a quota; 

• informers turned in Jews without 
a valid passport, in return for which the 
informer received an exemption for a 
member of his own family. 

There was occasional heroism: 
Jewish community leaders who defied 
the Tsar; comn1unities which united to 
defy the Jewish community leaders to 
protect their children; rabbis who 
granted per1nission to mobs to use 
whatever force was necessary to free cap
tive children; a rabbi who broke down 
a fence to rescue a boy, for which the 
rabbi was driven out of town. 

Most of the heroism, however, was 
in the Jewish boys themselves. To 
quote Domnitch again: 

During a period when Jews in other 
parts of Europe were voluntarily 
undergoing baptism to gain an 
"admission ticket" to European soci
ety, the Cantonists, despite their 
youth, were demonstrating extraor
dinary tenacity and dedication to their 
heritage. As children were being torn 
away from their grief-stricken parents, 
the parents' parting words were often 
"Remain a Jew!,, Multitudes of 
Cantonists struggled and gave their 
Jives in their attempts to comply. • 
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Harp Strings and Heart Strings, by Rabbi 
Moshe Eisemann (distributed by 
Feldheim Publishers, Nanuet, NY, $14.95) 

I
love this time of year. No, not 
because the flowers are blooming and 
the weather is nice. Not even because 

the school year is coming to a close and 
I am a Rebbe. My passion for late spring 
has a spiritual component to it. Late 
spring is when Rabbi Moshe Eisemann, 
a Rebbe in Yeshiva Ner Israel in 
Baltimore, annually releases a new 
book. 

We all know Rabbi Eisemann for his 
legendary contributions to Kial Yisroel 
in writing the ArtScroll Yechezke~ Divrei 
Hayamim, and Iyov. Anyone who has ever 
read even one page of those works knows 
just how wise, poetic, insightful and pro
lific Rabbi Eisemann's writings are. For 
the past 7 years or so, Rabbi Eisemann 
has shared his wisdom with the reading 
public through single volumes on top
ics such as Rus, Kohel/es, Pirkei Avos, Krias 
Shema, chinuch, and Bereishis. 

His most recent, just-released publi
cation, Harp Strings and Heart Strings, 
an in-depth analysis ofYerushalayim in 
Jewish thought, is a vital and timely read. 
Of course, it goes without saying that its 
publication is particularly timely due to 
the Three Weeks' and Tisha B' Av's 
imminent arrival on the calendar. One 
cannot really mourn the churban of 
Yerushalayim without a profound 
understanding of what Yerushalayim is 
and was. Harp Strings and Heart Strings 
certainly accomplishes that. But when I 
say timely, I mean something within the 
realm of current events. 

Rabbi teff teaches at RJTSS High School in 
Cincinnati, has written articles for JO in the past, 
and writes the weekly column, "Toward a 
Meaningful Shabbos," for Yated Ne'en1an. His 
book, Forever His Students (Targum/Feldhei1n), 
practical and powerful contemporary insights 
based on the Torah of Rav Yaakov Weinberg, "":in, 
will be released in July 2004. 
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Appret\lating'B'';the 
Depth 2'Rd Bea,uty 
of Yerush.~layim 

A Review Article 

2000 Times and Counting 

W
e are almost four years into the 
Arab terrorist war against 
Israel. There have been close 

to one thousand Jewish murdered, with 
many thousands of injuries. Who does
n't know someone who has been killed 
or injured? Yet, are we davening with 
more passion? Are we learning with more 
fervor? Running to perform mitzvoswith 
more zeal? - Why aren)t we? 

I think in many ways we are dead. We 
are emotionally and passionately dead. 
We are resilient to a fault and can get used 
to virtually anything, even one thousand 
Jewish dead. Terrorist attacks and their 
horrendous casualties are to be expect
ed and don't move us anymore. When 
all the madness began in September 2000, 

who would have thought that we could 
have reached such a low point? But 
indeed we have. 

Yes, we still say Tehillim at the end of 
daveningwith the customary"Acheinu" 
prayer attached to it. In fact, over the four 
years, we have probably said "Acheinu" 
over two thousand times. But I'm afraid 
that for many of us, Tehillim with 
"Acheinu" has become a fixture of dav
ening itself, and, much to our chagrin, 
just as our passion for davening is lack
ing, so is the passion for Tehillim and 
"Acheinu.'' 

Rabbi Eisemann actually touches 
upon our absent passion in davening in 
a brief tangential section of Harp Strings 
and Heart Strings: 

We can learn a great deal about our
selves if we just listen to the way we 
speak .... As an example, take to 
"daven'' - a word we frequently use in 
daily conversation. I am not sure of the 
etymology, but do have a feeling for how 
it is used. My declaration, "I have 
already davened Shacharis' makes no 
judgment as to the amount of con
centration that I brought to my 
prayers. However, when a Rebbi tells 
a boy, "Don't just daven through the 
sugya;' we know just what he 
means- and it is not complimentary. 
"Daveningthrough a sugyd' means rat
tling off the words without really think
ing about what he is saying .... The 
Rebbi is borrowing the term because, 
in his mind, the act of daveninglpray
ing is associated with a rote recitation 
of well-known passages that require lit
tle or no thought. That is, of course, a 
sad assessment of our tejillos. (page 52) 
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So how can we become alive again? 
How can we learn to mourn when it is 
time to mourn? How can we learn to sin
cerely daven for peace in Eretz Yisroel? 

Learning How to Mourn And Care 

W
e live too complacently. We 
"take things as they come:' 
And we need to stop living that 

way, in order to mourn when we should. 
Let us explain. 

When one ponders the root of the 
word "aveilus;' one is struck by the con
nection between the words aveil, 1nean
ing 1nourner, and aval, meaning but or 
however. In other words, in order for an 
7:tN to mourn, he must live in a sense of 
"however-ness." What does this mean? 

Enter Rav Shimshon Rafael Hirsch 
(Bereishis 37,34): 

':>:ii'< and its related roots all 
express darkness, a lack of clarity (~ 
the darkness of night, aveil (Aleph Vav 
Lamed), the root of evil (Aleph Vav 
Yud Lamed), a fool, and ulay, perhaps. 
... The preposition ':>:i1-< (but) always 
comes to oppose and limit something 
which has been considered true and 
decided. If now something has hap
pened by which all joy, every bright 
ray, all cheerfulness, every firm step 
on earth is opposed by an 7-lN, a "but", 
then rn?::i~ is there, grief, mourning. 
The grief is expressed by nvrr,;>, tear
ing, the opposite of a17v, the condi
tion of complete, unbroken 
well-being, literally, "being whole" ... 
(Yaakov) "kept himself" (7:ll'<rt'1) in 
his grief, on every occasion (Yaakov) 
thought "?:ii-<" - but - Yosef is no 
longer here! 
If we want to mourn for 

Yerushalayim on Tisha B'Av, we need to 
stop being indifferent. We need to say, 
"But Yerushalayim is no longer here!" If 
we want to feel for our brothers in Israel, 
we need to stop ourselves and say, "But 
I 000 Jews are no longer here!" 

How This Book Can Help 

S
tudying Rabbi Eisemann's book on 
Yerushalayim can help imn1ense
ly. If our basic problem is the atti-

tude of "that's the way things are - so 
be it," we will learn how to mourn and 
feel again from Rabbi Eisemann. And if 
we can learn to mourn) or as Rabbi 
Eisemann puts it, "teach our hearts to 
resonate to the haunting music of 
Yerushalayim;' to the emotions of yes
teryear, through this book, we will be well 
on our way toward truly feeling the con
temporary pains and tragedies of Kial 
Yisroel. 

Here is a sample of how this book can 
help: 

Today Yerushalayim lies plunged 

in darkness, heavy with wrenching 
sorrow. Her past splendor mocks her 
present disgrace, her streets bustle 
with people whom she does not rec
ognize. They bring her no joy. Their 
dreams are not those she taught her 
children, their features are not ani
mated and softened by the glow of 
inner sanctity. They rush around pur
posefully, busy with enterprises 
which she cannot respect, erecting 
buildings in which she takes no 
pride. (page II) 
We need to stop, think and realize, as 

It hu
1

rts oc II 
I 

• 

It hurts 

It feels better just to talk about it. That's 
why we're here. Our staff ls made up of 

caring and sensitive individuals. Together, 
we can help you explore your options. We 
can refer you to recognized professionals 

for counseling, legal advice or help in 
finding a safe environment We can also 
put you in touch with some very special 

Rabbis. But In order for us to reach out to 
you, you must first reach out to us. 

Confidential Hotline 1.888.883.2323 
(Toll Free) 

718.337.3700 
Do it for yourself. !NYC Area! 

Do it for your children. ShalomTaskForce;sa501(c)(3)charitableorganizat1on 
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Rabbi Eisemann writes: "We are galus 
Yidden and, inevitably, have lost some 
of our attachment to Yerushalayim" (page 
9). We must confront this reality in order 
to change it. We must understand and 
accept that although Yerushalayim of 
today may be modern and beautiful aes· 
thetically, the true Yerushalayim is not 
yet to be found. 

All the Faces ofYerushalayim 

bbi Eisemann is extremely thor· 
ough in his elucidation of the role 
nd meaning ofYerushalayim. A 

quick scan of the table of contents dis
plays this. Rabbi Eisemann explains why 
Yerushalayim has walls, its role as a city 
of friendship, city of compassion, city of 
justice and city of beauty. The book dis· 
cusses the special connection between 
Shabbos and Yerushalayim, and even 
establishes a link - believe it or not -
between the Hiroshima Mushroom 
Cloud and Yerushalayim. 

Yerushalayim's role as our one and 
only true home, why we add the words 
"V'al Yerushalayim" to the beracha of 
"Hashkiveinu" in Shabbos Maariv, why 
the Abudraham holds that the fast of 
Asara B'1eves would apply even on 
Shabbos, why we say "Chaveirim Kol 
Yisroer' at Birkas Rosh Chodesh, and many 
more profundities are explored. Rabbi 
Eisemann's scholarship and precision is 
shown through a section discussing the 
logic behind his use of certain words in 
his translations. 

Poetry in Prose 

0 
ne of the great pleasures of read· 
ing works by Rabbi Eisemann 
is his unique ability to write 

prose in a beautifully poetic style. 
There is great depth and artistry in the 
very words Rabbi Eisemann utilizes to 
describe a scene or a concept. Here's an 
example: 

If you are Jewish, you must be 
made of stone to not be moved. The 
tourist traps, the hawkers, the sullen, 
hating looks animated by a fury too 
profound to grasp, the embarrassing 
gaucheness of the uninitiated, whom 
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you would so dearly love to help. To 
all these, you become oblivious. 

It grips you by the throat, con
stricts your heart, forces tears to your 
eyes, dryness to your mouth and long
ing in your soul. You are in 
Yerushalayim. Yerushalayim the 
beautiful. (page 69) 
And another: 

YerushaJayiin, rising in its 
throat-catching beauty on the 
shores of the Mediterranean, but for 
all that, lodged firmly in our hearts. 
Loyalty and longing. A city pining 
for her children. And they? And they, 
undeterred by endless centuries, 
unhampered by weary distance, 
defiantly remain eternal wanderers 
hecause they know that outside 
Yerushalayim, they can never real
ly be home. (page 68) 
It certainly is no wonder that Rabbi 

Eise1nann uses the famed poet Rav 
Yehuda Halevi's Tisha B'Av Kinnos as 
his inspiration for many of the chap
ters and for the book's title, Harp Strings 
and Heart Strings. Rabbi Eisemann's 
own poetic writing style displays why 
he has a special affinity for Rav Yehuda 
Halevi's poetry. In freely quoting and 
explaining Rav Yehuda Halevi's com
plex yet sublime words, Rabbi 
Eisemann helps us profoundly appre
ciate the lost art of the Rishonim's poet
ic writings. 

The Goal 

T
he potential buyer and reader of 
Rabbi Eisemann's books should 
take note that all proceeds from 

the sales are used for his trailblazing work 
in kiruv rechokim in Russia. In fact, when 
buying directly from Rabbi Eisemann, 
checks are made out to the "Vaad 
r Hatzalas Nidchei YisraeZ:' 

Rabbi Eisemann's purpose for the 
book is clearly spelled out (page 9 ): "My 
hope for this book is that it will help us 
all to become better lovers of Zion 
( Chovevei Tziyon):' He masterfully 
achieves his goal. It is left for us to read 
and internalize the depth and growth the 
book contains. May Hashem help us in 
this holy endeavor. • 
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Rabbi Avi Shafran 

C
ontrary to what so1ne assume, no 
inclination or orientation is con
demned by the Torah. It is jewishly 

axiomatic that only acts and willful atti
tudes (like nurturing improper desires) 
can be prohibited, never innate procliv
ities. But there are acts, however, that the 
Torah clearly regards as immoral -
regardless of the actors' inclinations or self
definition. 

A Torah, 
Not a Template 

In the context of contemporary pop
ular culture, that might seem unfair, if not 
downright cruel. Why interfere with 
feelings? Why limit the expression of deep 
and sincere feelings? But human beings 
are subject to many unsummoned 
desires> and can experience deep urges for 
an assortment of illicit acts, both co1nmon 
ones like slander and more rare ones like 
murder. 

The Torah is not a template onto which 
we lay what we wish to do. It is a code of 
behavior for those who (apologies to JFK's 
speech writer) seek not to tell G-d what He 
must do for us, but rather what we must 
do for Him. The premise of the Torah's 

Rabbi Shafran serves as Agudath Israel of 
America's Director of Public Affairs and as the 
American director of Am Echad, the Agudath 
Israel+inspired educational outreach effort and 
media resource. 

moral code (much of it, as per the Sheva 
Mitzvos B'nei Noach, intended for all of 
humankind) is that living a divinely-direct
ed life means controlling, not venting, urges 
that run contrary to its 1nandates. 

The Talmud even asserts that people 
with greater spiritual potential have con
comitantly stronger proclivities to sin. By 
choosing not to succumb to, but rather 
to fight, rl1ose urges- to channel rl1eir ener
gies instead to doing G-d's will -they real
ize their deepest potentials. 

Our Mesorah is replete with narratives 
that make that point. One of the most 
famous, of course, is the story ofYosef, who 
merited the epithet "tzaddik" precisely 
because he withstood a great temptation 
to submit to his natural desire. 

Part of being human is being subject 
to desires, and that includes desires for 
behaviors deemed improper by the Torah. 
But no predisposition or desire, no mat
ter how strong, is beyond the most pow
erful and most meaningful force in the 
universe: hwnan free will. We are not mere 
animals, responding to whatever urges 
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overtake us. We are choosers. And at every 
moment of our lives, can choose right or 
choose wrong. If we subscribe to the belief 
that we are here not to ((be what we are," 
but rather to "be what we can:' we must 
endeavor to choose right. 

One of humanity's saving graces over 
history, the Talmud teaches, has been its 
refusal to legitimate certain forbidden rela
tionships. It is distressing that much of 
American society and popular culture 
seems to be abandoning respect for fun
damental aspects of the Torah's moral code 
intended for all of mankind. Jews, though, 
must not allow tl1emselves to be pulled 
aboard the cultural bandwagon. 

We must instead remind ourselves that, 
no matter how the society around us may 
devolve, we remain answerable to a truly 
higher, and unchanging, Authority. 

The current American cultural milieu 
will redefine morality as it sees fit. So, for 
better or worse, will religious organiza
tions and movements. But truly Torah
conscious Jews, whatever their affiliation 
or lack of one, whatever they are told by 
the media or politicians or even clergy, 
know that we are a people chosen to show 
the world what it means to bend human 
wills to that of the Creator. 

Our father Avrohom, our Mesorah 
teaches us, was called the"Ivr1' -the"other
sider" - because "the entire world was on 
one side" of a conceptual river, and he «on 
the other:' Nothing is more fundamen
tally Jewish than to stand apart from the 
Zeitgeist and affirm timeless truths in the 
face of an unbridled society. 

As heirs to a timeless and holy wisdom, 
and bearers of the responsibilities it entails, 
we Jews live up to our name and our mis
sion when we resist society's shifting 
mores. We must all endeavor, here as every
where, to be a light, even - no, especially 
- in an increasingly darkening world. • 

---··-·--··--·--···----···--·-----··---
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