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"V'CHOL B mdEJ ... AND ALL 

with Special Instruction? 

with Special Classes? 

I. INTRODUCTION 

The ''.Alter's" Approach ... 

I
n his classic work, Mezakeh 
Harabbim (To Turn the Many to 
Righteousness),' Rabbi YosefYoizel 

Hurwitz, the Alter of Novaradok, poses 
questions regarding chinuch as spring· 
boards for discussion and clarification) 
bearing messages of guidance that speak 
to us, today. 

He opens chapter eight with: "Are 
teachers obligated to closely scrutinize 
all of their young charges' activities and 
to examine whatever they do with an eye 
to help them improve?" He begins his 
response citing a Gemora: 

Rav once came to a certain place and 
decreed a fast. but no rain fell. When 
the prayer leader recited: "Mashiv 
haruach - He causes the wind to blow;, 
however, the wind blew, and when he 

Mrs. Steinberg, of Brooklyn, NY, serves as 
Director of Agudath Israel's Project L.E.A.R.N. 
Her article, "Meeting Every Child's It's 
Up to All of Us," was featured in JO, Apr. '01. 
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- Or Special Attention and Understanding? 
continued: "umorid hageshem - He 
causes the rain to fall," the rain fell. 
Thereupon Rav asked him: "What is 
your occupation?" To which he replied: 
"I teach the young, the sons of the poor 
as well as those of the rich, and I take 
nothing from those who are lacking in 
means.Also, I have some fish ponds and 
if a student is recalcitrant I bribe him 
with fish, and accommodate him, and 
conciliate him until he is won over to 
study" (Iaanis 24a). 
The Alter then comments: 

How great were that teacher's 
deeds! Not only did he devote himself 
to teaching the sons of the poor as well 
as those of the rich, taking nothing in 
return from those of limited means, but 
he exerted himself even further in all 
kinds of actions which would draw the 
hearts of the recalcitrant ones closer 
to Torah. For on the face of it, would 
it not have been sufficient had he 
expended all of his efforts on those who 
desired to learn from him and who were 

1 All quotations are from R;bbiShraga Silverstein's 
translation, published by Feldheim ( 1970). 

completely receptive to his words, 
and who, nonetheless, would demand 
from him a tremendous expenditure 
of energy if they were to understand 
and to progress as they should? Was it 
also necessary that he unceasingly pur­
sue and encourage even the recalcitrant 
ones, confirmed in their obduracy? ... 

Teaching the material is not 
enough. It must be accompanied by 
exertion and zealousness to correct 
whatever is in need of correction, as in 
the instance of the teacher in Taanis. 
who engaged in two activities- study­
ing with those who aspired to learn, and 
exerting himself to create permanent 
aspirants. 
Chapters nine and ten of this sefer 

question (a) whether involvement in edu­
cational efforts is incompatible with 
self-improvement, and (b) how knowl­
edgeable one must be of his charges before 
embarking on a teaching program. The 
Alter addresses these two seemingly unre· 
lated questions with an incident record­
ed in the Gemora (Eiruvin 54b): 

Rav Preida once had a certain 
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pupil who had to be taught a section 
four hundred times before he under­
stood it. One day, Rav Preida taught his 
lesson after being summoned to attend 
to a matter of mitzvah, and the pupil 
could not master it. Upon being asked 
what the trouble was, the latter replied: 
"From the time that the master was 
summoned to attend to a mitzvah, I 
have not been able to concentrate, 
thinking: Perhaps the master will go 
now... Perhaps he will go now," 
Whereupon Rav Freida said: <'Give me 
your attention and I will teach you 
again." So saying, he taught him an 
additional four hundred times, after 
which the pupil mastered his lesson. 

Thereupon, a Heavenly voice went 
forth to Rav Preida: "Would you 
rather that four hundred years be added 
to your life or that you and your gen­
eration merit the World to Come?" 

He answered: "I would rather that 
I and my generation merit the World 
to Come." At this, the Holy One 
Blessed be He pronounced: "Give him 
both." 
The Alter points out how self-nega­

tion and dedication to public service on 
the part of Rav Preida actually unlocked 
extraordinary storehouses of spiritual 
treasure for so many. Moreover, this 
episode also dramatically shows how an 
effective rebbi puts no limits on how 
much effort be will expend to penetrate 
the unyielding mind of a difficult stu­
dent. We must bear responsibility for all 
children; this will prove to be to every­
one's benefit. 

... Speaking to Us Today 

T
he Alter of Novaradok did not 
present any chiddushim - no 
innovative or creative insights -

in his sefer. His lessons are obvious con­
clusions drawn from well-known sacred 
texts. Yet, when he wrote his sefer close 
to a century ago, he felt tbat it was essen­
tial to spell out the urgency of includ­
ing all children in his mandate to be 
mezakeh harabbim. He, in effect, began 
a revolution of mass-scaled outreach. 

By the same token, in tbe highly com­
petitive, crowded classrooms in the 
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current chinuch scene, it is unlikely that 
teachers like Rav Preida, or like the one 
who inspired the rains in Rav's fast-day 
tefilla session, would have much oppor­
tunity to discover which children have 
special needs, and then would have the 
time to pursue a program to meet these 
needs .... At least, that would have been 
the sorry assumption ten or fifteen years 
ago. As of late, however, significant 
changes have been taking place in the 
general educational scene in terms of 
meeting the needs of children struggling 
with individual challenges and difficul­
ties in learning, and many of tbe bene­
fits of these changes are being realized 
in the yeshiva system, as well. There are 
many more hurdles to be negotiated in 
the yeshiva world than in the public 
school system, but these are gradually 
being overcome, and we hope for more 
progress in the future. 

In the pages that follow, we will define 
the nature of special education, present 
some of the goals of an effective special 
educational program, enumerate tbe dif­
ficulties that must be overcome before 
a child can benefit from such programs, 
and then make some general suggestions 

II. WHAT IS SPECIAL EDUCATION? 

S
pecial education is basically a mat­
ter of applying well-honed teach­
ing skills to addressing specific needs 

- needs which left unmet, make it dif­
ficult or impossible for a child to 
progress within his or her class. 

In the words of Dr. Nathan 
Solomon,' a clinical psychologist who is 
expert in the field: 

The special needs that must be 
addressed could be the result of emo­
tional disturbance, mental retardation, 
physical handicap, or a situational dis­
advantage such as a family dysfunction. 
[Dealing witb these types of problems 
are often beyond the purview of tbe 
classroom and require treatment in a 
specialized setting. The learning dis­
abilities that teachers do work with 
effectively] ... are physiological and 

2 These c-omments are culled from Dr. Solo~-on's 
article, "Learning Disabilities: A Primer;' which 
appeared in JO, April '01. 

developmental in origin. Their caus­
es can include genetic, prenatal, peri­
natal, postnatal, and central nervous 
system compromise. Generally speak­
ing, a learning disability is no one's 
fault; it is a nisayon-a test - visited 
upon not only the child, but also the 
entire family .... 

The effects of learning disabilities 
on school performance and the acqui­
sition of academic skills can be pro­
found. Though, as neurological deficits 
go, learning disabilities tend to be 
extremely subtle and even mild, they 
make normal learning in the traditional 
manner almost impossible without 
intervention in the form of adaptive 
learning techniques. [This can affect] 
word decoding, ... auditory and visu­
al discrimination, ... and short-term 
and long-term memory ... [among 
other skills crucial to reading and cog­
nitive thinking]. 

The most important effect of 
learning disabilities, however, is not 
academic. It is emotional and inter­
personal. A learning-disabled child 
will feel he is a failure, as though he 
is to blame for the problem, even if 
he is fortunate enough to have been 
told that he is not, but especially if 
others have told him that he is. His 
self-esteem is profoundly affected, 
and he will prefer to suffer day after 
day of academic bewilderment in 
silence, rather than experience the 
shame of admitting, "I don't under­
stand." Without awareness of the true 
nature of his problem, teachers and 
parents cannot offer the support and 
understanding, the patience and 
special attention that could carry 
him through school and peer rela­
tionships. 
An effective special ed program, 

then, cannot begin until the school 
identifies the children who require such 
help, and determines how their needs 
can best be met - in the framework of 
a special class, a part-time tutorial pro­
gram, or simply by special attention 
within the conventional classroom 
setting. The principal then enlists the 
cooperation of teachers and parents, 
and the child's special education pro-
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ceeds. The 1nore "mainstream" the 
venue, the more positive the attitude 
and self-image of the child. 

When an Evaluation is Called For 

T
he alert and educated teacher or 
parent can often spot the child 
having learning problems. 

Sometimes, however, the teacher may 
miss the signals that something is 
wrong. 

Chany is a wonderful girl; however, she 
never has her finger on the place. Chany can't 
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read, yet her teacher doesn't know it. She is 
able to keep up with the work because she 
has a pheno1nenal memory. As she strug­
gles to hide her horrible secret, her problems 
are con1pounded, since her teacher is con­
stantly calling on her and finding her lack­
ing. Time and ti1ne again, her teacher 
embarrasses her in the hope that Chany will 
finally learn her lesson and listen in class. 
The only thing accomplished with this 
methodology is that we now have an angry, 
nervous, disillusioned child. 

When children don't do well in 
school, educators must remember that 

lack of effort is not the norm, and that 
something must be amiss. If the will to 
learn has been thwarted, the educator's 
goal must be to find out why, and give 
the child a real chance. The first step, of 
course, is testing to determine the 
nature of the problem. 

There are children in our classrooms 
who are suffering because their audito­
ry processing is not up to par, or they 
are dyslexic, or they have a form of 
ADHD, which does or does not mani­
fest itself with negative behaviors, and 
keeps these children from learning. 
The teacher in front of the class cannot 
be expected to figure out the exact rea­
son each of these children seems lost. As 
soon as the school or parent realizes that 
a child is not functioning as expected, 
an evaluation should be recommended. 
If this is done at the first sign of trou­
ble, the child can get the support he needs 
as soon as possible, and have a fair chance 
to remain in the mainstream environ­
ment. This can help alleviate the horri­
ble feeling of repeated failure, which 
frequently is the forerunner of behav­
ior problems. 

Although waiting to see if the prob­
lem will correct itself may work in some 
instances, there is much more to lose by 
testing too late than by testing too early. 

Cooperation: 
A Two-Sided Protocol 

I
f it is common knowledge that early 
intervention is the best cure, why are 
so many children left waiting until 

they are drowning before they get help? 
The reason, although simple, is very dif­
ficult to correct. Schools are at a loss as 
how to break it to parents that their child 
is really not the genius they had 
dreamed of, and parents do not want to 
lose a coveted placement in a prestigious 
yeshiva by telling the school that their 
child is anything less than perfect. Yet, 
both custodians of the child's future -
the parents and school - must accept the 
child as he (or she) is, and not close their 
eyes to his (or her) specific needs. 

A partnership of this sort between par­
ents and school is not only beneficial, it 
is truly vital to the success of the child 
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suffering learning difficulties. This 
means embarking on a joint effort. It does 
not mean that once the parents accept 
the reality of the child's status, and the 
school accepts the child as one of its stu­
dents, the parents can drop the whole 
burden in the principal's already over­
crowded lap. Although the school is there 
to teach every child, parents are obligated 
to step in with appropriate assistance 
when anything out of the realm of nor­
mal educational needs comes up. And 
when a child's behavior is disturbing the 
class, the school is well within its rights 
to ask the parents to join them in pro­
viding the necessary intervention. 

Schools are often reluctant to accept 
a child with unusual needs because they 
are afraid that they will be left holding 
the bag. If, at registration, the parents are 
asked to sign an agreement with the 
school that their cooperation can be 
counted on, both parties will be secure, 
and the child can be assured that the 
adults in his life will be there for him. 
On the other hand, yeshivos may well 
exercise a policy of zero tolerance of lack 
of parental cooperation. If all yeshivos 
enforced such standards, parents would 
have no choice but to cooperate, and the 
end result would be better education for 
all our children. 

A school director related the follow­
ing to me: 

A child was acting up, and an evalua­
tion was requested to explore which 1neas­
ures could facilitate the child's functioning 
better- even, if absolutely necessary, resort­
ing to medication or employing a shadow.3 

The parent refused, stating that it was the 
school's responsibility to educate the child, 
and that she would never medicate her, no 
matter which professional would tell her to 
do so. While a parent certainly has the right 
to question extreme steps, a signed statement 

3-This is a coll~quial exP;~ssion fo;-various P~ra­
professionals. A health paraprofessional is an indi­
vidual who accompanies the child with medical 
issues in the classroom and assists him with daily 
living needs, such as feeding, ambulating, tran­
sitioning from one activity to another, etc., to make 
it possible for the child to be educated in the least 
restrictive environment. A management para­
professional is an individual who accompanies a 
child with behavior issues in the classroom to make 
it possible for the child to be educated in the least 
restrictive environment. 

of cooperatio11 would go a long lvay toward 
avoiding such a difficult stalemate. 

On the other hand, a parent who is 
an educator related the following story 
about his experience in trying to forge 
a cooperative relationship with his 
daughter's school. As you will see, all the 
right steps were taken, but the plan of 
action fell apart anyway. 

Rena has a math disability and revers­
es her numbers. The parents and child are 
doing everything possible to work on this, 
and have seen tremendous progress, hut they 
still have a way to go. At the beginning of 
the school year, the parents requested a meet­
ing with the principal and teacher to n1ake 
sure that nothing would happen to make 
Rena feel like a failure, which could under­
mine all her efforts. The parents where reas­
sured that if an issue should arise, the teacher 
would call them without hurting the child, 
and the parents could then take the neces­
sary steps to work things out. The first test 
came, and everything fell apart. The teacher 
returned the papers with red marks all over 
them. To add insult to injury, "SEE ME" was 
written right across the coversheet. 

The child came home devastated, and the 
parent was in a state of shock. What hap­
pened to the promise of cooperation? It 
was as if the 1neeting had never happened! 
As one parent later said, "Don't promise that 
you'll work with me if you have no inten­
tion to." With a bit of extra attention, this 
child could succeed in a mainstream class. 
Teacher and parent must work together, and 
that means much more than lip service. 

Seeking the Ideal Venue 

I
f at all possible, the child's needs 
should be met within the context of 
his or her classroom. Only after all 

efforts are exhausted in the general edu­
cation system should a child be referred 
to a special education classroom. (If this 
revolution of inclusion exists in the pub­
lic school system - and it does - how 
much more so should it exist in our 
yeshivas!) Our premise should be that 
children who need supportive services 
are no different than other children in 
their hopes and dreams for the future, 
and parents and educators must work 
together to help fulfill their dreams. 

------------·------·----------------
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Unless we are dealing with limitations 
that require special, long-term attention, 
it is possible that they can be dealt with 
in the conventional mainstream class­
room. As mentioned, this can be 
achieved if a partnership is forged 
between parents and school, for, with 

AN i1YY 
from HAGAON RABBI 

YAAI<OV KAMENETZKY 7"Yt* 

In addition to the mmn ,.,~, and 
the m~»Dn we do on behalf of 
those in need of a nl'<1J>; let's 
daven to Hashem that cures be 
found for all the various m~mr,, 
affecting 'l'<'I!" ;.:,~. 

"Hashem prepares a cure 
before sending a disease (mtm 
:l"' n~mr.i). Therefore a cure must 
already exist in nature and is just 
waiting to be discovered." 
*Based on a thought brought down in «Reh Yaakov" 
(Mesorah Puhlicatlons), 

such cooperation, children who were fail­
ing have blossomed beyond anyone's 
wildest expectation. Years ago, it would 
have been most unlikely that in the con­
ventional yeshiva or Bais Yaakov class­
room, which can find one teacher 
responsible for 25 to 35 students, the spe­
cial needs of a disadvantaged child would 
be met in the classroom. 

Moreover, funding a supplementary 
remedial class or a self-contained spe­
cial ed program would be far beyond the 
financial resources of the average school. 
As oflate, however, in New York City (the 
geographic area with which I am most 
familiar), the Department of Education 
(DOE) has been making special educa­
tion, one-on-one tutoring and many 
therapeutic services available in the 
yeshivos under certain conditions. 

In the past, standard protocol dictated 
that children who needed intervention 
simply were not able to remain in our 
system, and were sent to public school 
for their special education needs to be 
met. When a child was failing, parents 
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who could not afford supportive serv­
ices had few choices, and had to accept 
their lot. Today, things are different. If 
a child is not succeeding in school, he 
can get a free evaluation and services 
from the DOE. Often, the DOE will rec­
ommend that the child receive servic­
es in a public school. If it can be proven, 
however, that such a plan would be edu­
cationally inappropriate, the child can 
usually get the help he or she needs either 
in the school they are in, or in another 
location from private providers paid for 
by the DOE .... The individual child's 
needs can be met "at home," or on 
friendly turf. 

III. SOME RECOMMENDATIONS 

A
s our yeshivos are constantly 
growing and seeking new meth­
ods to reach all children - in 

knowledge, skills, and hashkafa-the fol­
lowing recommendations could truly 
help improve our system as a whole. 

I. Standardized testing can be utilized 
very effectively to identify which children 
are having problems in school. If a child 
scores below a satisfactory level, the par­
ent should be notified. After consulta­
tion with the principal and guidance 
counselor, more testing may well be in 
order ideally, at the earliest stage pos­
sible. Identifying the problem early 
very often nips it in the bud, and the 
child's self-worth does not have to suf­
fer through repeated, reinforced failure 
in the interim. 

2. Having an enrichment program 
running parallel to the resource room 
program4 will allow the child's self-esteem 
to stay intact even though he is being 
pulled out of class. It is very important 
that, as a matter of policy, no remark 
should be made regarding what type of 
session a child is attending. This will cer­
tainly help protect these children from 
being stigmatized. 

3. Let us stress time and time again 
that people are not judged on Yorn 
Kippur by their grades, but by their 

4 A resource ·;oom is a setting for special educa­
tion tutoring that addresses the skills that the child 
is lacking to succeed in the mainstream envi­
ronment. 

The Jewish Observer, September 2004 



middos. Recognition of acts of chessed 
should be part of the school's policy. 
By the same token, being cruel should 
be dealt with harshly, and children 
should know that a possibility of 
expulsion exists if behavior is anything 
less than what is expected fron1 a ben 
Torah or bas YisroeL Often, children with 
issues are clumsy or display behaviors 
that are a little different. They may be 
in1paired in some areas, but they are 
unimpaired in their ability to under­
stand that they are being ridiculed or 
dealt with in a condescending fashion. 
Often, when these children erupt after 
months of abuse, they- the victims -
get punished for their reaction, not the 
perpetrators. The justification for teas­
ing is "Boys will be boys." That 
response n1ay be acceptable in the sec­
ular world, but has no place in our 
1brah institutions. 

4. Effort should be rewarded, not just 
brain capacity. How often do we see 
children give up because they feel that 
their grade simply doesn't matter 
unless it hits that ever-elusive I OOo/<1? 
On the opposite end of the spectrum, 
many brilliant children do not reach 
their true potential because all that 
seen1s to matter is the n1ark, and they 
just about sleep through class and still 
win "the prize:' These children are also 
not taught the art of perseverance and 
concentration, which are the true 
benchmarks of learning. If effort were 
recognized as a respectable measuring 
rod for success, all children would gain 
- not only during the years that they 
spend behind the classroom desk, but 
as they grow into adulthood, as well, 
for they will have learned skills and atti­
tudes they need to succeed. 

5. Evaluations should be an avenue 
to help a child. Common sense dictates: 
evaluate the child and get him the sup­
port he needs. But reality is not always 
consistent with con1mon sense. Some 
parents are si1nply mortified when 
faced with the prospect of having an 
evaluation done. They are concerned 
that their child's reputation will be 
irreparably damaged. They should be 
reassured that the school will be there 
to help them in accordance with the 
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results of the evaluation. 
Top professionals are aware that par­

ents and child are attached at the heart­
strings, and they take parents' insights 
into their children seriously. The little 
nuances that parents know about their 
child are extremely important - especially 
when dealing with a child with special 
needs. Only when parents and school 
work as a team does the child have a 
chance at success. 

6. The breakthrough of special edu­
cation programs is wonderful and long 
overdue. It does, however, bring with 

it dangers that cannot be ignored. Many 
children with issues can and should be 
kept in mainstream schools, and not 
referred out to a special class. Yet, our 
classes are often too big, and even the 
most dedicated teachers are unable to 
give children the attention they all so 
sorely need, let alone children who are 
having difficulties. Strictly limiting 
our class sizes and n1aking our teach­
ing staffs aware of differences in ]earn­
ing styles would go a long way toward 
keeping marginally ]earning-disabled 
children out of special education pro-
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grams. But due to financial consider­
ations, many of our schools do have 
large classes, and many of the faculty 
members are neither trained to recog­
nize learning disabilities nor equipped 
to work with them. It is up to the par­
ents, then, to provide the support for 
a child with special needs if he is to suc­
ceed. With everyone's combined efforts, 
special education programs could be 
reserved for those children for whom 
every effort has been expended to 
keep in the mainstream, and was 
demonstrated to be unfeasible. 

When All Else Has Failed 

W
hat happens when all else has 
failed and a self-contained 
class is the only option? 

Some of our yeshivas have answered the 
call, and have introduced self-contained 
classes into their schools. Although edu­
cationally this is a very sound solution, 
the issue of the self-esteem of these chil­
dren is much more complicated. 
Learning-disabled children are often 
very bright and perceptive. They are 
fully aware that they are in a special 
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class. Unless addressed properly, their 
sense of self-worth can be irreparably 
damaged. The schools are working hard 
to offset any harm by including these 
children, who are often very talented, 
in school presentations such as choir, 
dance, plays etc. 

Parents also carry a responsibility to 
teach their own children that those kids 
in "that class" are no different than they 
are, and should be treated as equals. In 
my experience, I can attest to the fact 
that many schools are accomplishing 
their goals in emotional terms as well 
as by educational criteria. When asked 
where they go to school, the children 
hold their heads up and respond with 
the names of the most respected 
yeshivas. They feel - and are - full­
fledged members of our community. 
Instead of the embarrassment and 
shame these children could have been 
suffering, they are already a great 
source of nachas for all involved. 

Our community has come a long 
way in truly integrating and educating 
the special education population. 
Hopefully, total success is just around 
the corner. • 

Editor's Note: 
In her capacity as Director of Project 
L.E.A.R.N, Mrs. Steinberg assists parents 
with a broad spectrum of special educa­
tion issues that affects their children's abil­
ity to be educated within our community 
at large. This includes helping parents access 
DOE services to help their child remain in 
the mainstream environment, finding a 
mainstream school which could best 
address their child's specific needs, locat­
ing special education programs to address 
their child's needs within the Orthodox 
community, and working on creating 
special programs to address specific needs 
within our community. The issues discussed 
in the above article have crossed her desk 
and should be addressed by the greater com­
munity. 

KARKA IN BRETZ YISKOEL 
Call Rabbi Gavriel Beer for information 

on obtaining cemetery plots in Beth 
Shemesh and other locations in Israel. 

0 I 1-972-2-656-9427 
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"V'CHOL BANAYICH ••. AND ALL YOUR CHILDREN WILL BE STUDENTS OF HASHEM ••. " Rabbi Hal Klestzick 

Many differences exist between the chal­
lenges in the life of a child growing up today 
and those of the child who was being raised 
forty years ago. Today, there are more fam­
ilies where both parents are working outside 
the ho1ne, more single-parent families, 
larger families, larger schools, fewer student 
openings, greater social competition for 
wealth and opulence, more kosher eateries 
- more kosher eateries open until two a. m. 
Years ago, a child who wished to co1nmu­

nicate with someone, either looked him in 
the eye or had to use his parents' land line. 
Today, inexpensive, readily available elec­
tronic communication, both voice and text, 
through computers and cell phones, has cre­
ated a social climate with challenges 
unimaginable only two decades ago. Today, 
there see111s to be no such thing as safe niedia 
or entertailunent, neither electronic nor print. 
These are but a few of the differences. 

It must also be clearly stated that each 
and every child is unique and complex, as 
is each and every parent. Not only is each 
child different, but even the same child may 
react or be affected differently on two con­
secutive days. It should therefore come as no 
surprise to see that within the thousands 
upon thousands of pages ofhalacha that reg­
ulate every area of life, relatively little is said 
about the details of raising children. 
"Chanoch lanaar al pi darko - Educate the 
child in accordance with his ways" is about 
as specific as it gets. Obviously, we must, with 
the guidance of daas Torah, think and rethink 
each act as a parent. T·he following article 
seeks to identify what may be two of the most 
significant and under-reported differences 
between the culture of today and that of pre­
vious generations. 

THE WAY IT WAS ... 
AND NO LONGER IS 

D
o you remember when children 
were expected to love, admire, 
respect and even stand in awe of 

their parents - even after they turned fif­
teen? Do you remember when there was 

Rabbi Klestzick is principal of the Rudin Torah 
Acade1ny (K-8) which also includes Shaarei Torah 
and the Yeshiva of Virginia J·Iigh Schools in 
Richn1ond, Va. This article is based on a pres­
entation at a symposium on parenting at a recent 
National Convention of Agudath Israel of 
America. 

no glory in the phrase "teenage rebellion;' 
nor was that phrase seen in anything 
other than novels not often found in 
Torah homes? Do you remember when 
"at risk" was a phrase for the insurance 
industry? Do you remember when they 
used to say that children should not only 
not ignore a parent's request to help clear 
the table, but should clear it without 
needing to be asked? Do you remember 
when there were no parenting courses, 
and no workshops at conventions on the 
topic? Yet, most parents somehow man­
aged to raise well-mannered, healthy and 
productive young adults, as did their par­
ents and grandparents. 

If you are a young parent, you 
probably heard of those 
times. If you are my age, 
you may have son1e 
recollections of 
your own. If 
you are of 
my par-
ents' 
gen 

eration, you must be in a state of shock 
and awe, wondering how so much of the 
world has turned upside down so quick­
ly. One need not be a rocket scientist nor 
a mekubal to conclude with clarity that 
something in today's parenting 
approach differs greatly from the me.so­
ra of our great-grandparents. 

One, of course, 1nust be very careful 
not to oversimplify and suggest that every­
thing was always perfect and now every­
thing is completely awful. But we have 
no right to ignore son1e obvious truths. 

------------· ---·----·--·------------------------------
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We need to recognize that we have 
allowed a subversive culture to invade our 
ho1nes and even our institutions. 1'his 
dangerous set of modern-Western ideas 
pro1notes two main concepts which 
together form a powerfully attractive phi­
losophy running totally in conflict with 
Torah standards. 

FALLACY NUMBER ONE: 
HAPPY INSTEAD OF GOOD 

T
he first is that the world ought to 
be child-centered. Gone are the 
days when age, experience and 

wisdon1 were the prizes of life. Now, 
youth and childhood are grabbing all the 
attention. We have become obsessed vvith 
childhood. Beginning with infant fur­
niture, toys and activities, we employ the 
kind of passion previously reserved for 
life-and-death decisions to seek out the 
very best and most stimulating educa­
tional materials, lest our child be the one 
to lose that edge. Despite the fact that 
there is no evidence that the youngster 
who learns to walk earlier as a child runs 
faster as an adult, many parents have 
"bought into" this pattern and feel intense 
guilt if they are not obsessing about their 
child's activities. 

While the Torah community neither 
pron1otes nor appreciates the "Soccer 
Mon1" culture, we n1ust remain on seri­
ous guard, lest it become attractive to us. 
It n1ay seern at first glance as an exam­
ple of good parenting - parents show­
ing an interest in their children's lives. 
Don't be fooled. It is a prime example 
of our generation's focus on children's 
happiness instead of their goodness. 
What message does today's "good" par­
ent send to his child? He tells him not 
only how much he loves him, but also 
how he is the most important thing in 
the world to him - that all he wants is 
for him to be happy. What a tragic mis­
take! Instead of directing him toward the 
ideals and virtues of a life of goodness 
(which, not coincidentally, is the only 
path that leads to real happiness), a life 
exclusively devoted to reaching a level 
where our will is totally in line with the 
will of Hakadosh Baruch Hu, too often, 
we focus on the child's pleasure, imme-
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diate gratification, and superficial hap­
piness. 

The child then has no choice but to 
conclude that he must be the most 
important thing, the central focus oflife, 
even more important than his parents. 
After all, their life's purpose is to make 
him happy. He has got to be more impor­
tant than they. This notion is readily 
accepted by the child, appealing to that 
egocentric side in everyone - the part that 
wishes that one really were the center of 
the universe. It is our responsibility to 
convey to our children that they are not 
the center of the universe, that their pur­
pose in life is to be ovdei Hashem - ser­
vants ofG-d. This sense of purpose will 
give real meaning to children and keep 
them from the emptiness that so many 
experience, for a spiritual void is the 
breeding ground for misery and rebel­
lion. 

So, when you think you are witness­
ing rebellion in our youth, think again. 
You are witnessing children who were 
really tuned in to their parents' message. 
Why shouldn't they be? It sounded good 
to them. Then, when they become 
teenagers and they find out that they are 
not quite as important as they had 
thought, they hecome depressed and 
angry at the world. 

Sadly, this misplaced ordering of pri­
orities leads neither to goodness nor to 
happiness. Contrast today's cultural 
climate with the concept of parents being 
concerned pri1narily with the character 
of their children, with goodness rather 
than happiness. Children would not only 
be "better;· they would be happier. 
Being in line with their loftier parts, the 
tzellem Elokim, they feel more fulfilled, 
n1ore successful. .. happier. Depression 
is not a symptom of teenage life, but of 
a life lacking goodness. And goodness 
requires dyna1nic parenting, practicing 
a chinuch filled with love and discipline. 

FALLACY NUMBER TWO: 
AFRAID OF FEELING AWE 

A
second destructive element of 
today's pop culture is the notion 
that yira - fear and awe of 

authority- is a bad thing. The genera-

tion of the 1960s sought to uproot the 
benefits and value of a healthy sense of 
guilt from society, claiming it was had 
for the human personality, the con­
temporary attempt to remove yira is no 
less insidious. In an atte1npt to co1n­
pletely undermine the virtue of respect 
for "authority;' parents are being told that 
their children should not fear them. 
Young parents are franticly searching to 
manage their children's behavior and to 
be mechanech them without instilling 
awe, lest the child grow up to resent 
"overwhelming parental oppression;' and 
rebel. What an awful miscalculation! 
Children need to see their parents in a 
position of control in order to feel secure 
and become healthy adults. 

The sense of awe that I am speaking 
of should find expression in a fear of 
violating the will of authority figures. 
That requires a child to recognize the 
existence of authority, and to relate to 
it in a specific way. From a very early 
age, the child must perceive that there 
are limitations to his or her impulses 
and actions. 

Every child is unique and each would 
need different experiences to realize the 
desired results. The younger the child, 
the easier it is for him to establish a prop­
er relationship with authority. When a 
father wants his son, let us say, to stop 
hitting a newborn sibling, a two or three­
year-old child may respond to the 
severe tone of the father's voice and the 
disapproving look in his eyes. If a par­
ent waits until the child is seven to 
demand that the child submit his will to 
that of the authority, he will likely need 
more than just a deep voice and a seri­
ous facial expression .... I don't have to 
mention the results of waiting until the 
child is fifteen. 

A child's respectful awe of parents is 
the prelude to his fear and awe of all 
authority, eventually leading to dealing 
with the ultimate Authority - and 
achieving yiras Sha1nayiln. This impor­
tant foundation interfaces with the love 
and closeness among family members 
that all people crave. A parent who nur­
tures a respectful child will be able to 
share with him the closest and most lov­
ing relationship. 
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Parents who are struggling with 
rebellious teenagers may consult ther­
apists who might understand the prob­
lem and mean well, yet neither 
understand our mesora in this area nor 
prescribe a workable solution. They 
tend to posit that children rebel exclu­
sively because of lack of love demon­
strated by parents and/or poor 
communication between parents and 
children. Overwhelmed with a sense of 
guilt and incompetence, many parents 
are all too eager to accept this theory 
as fact. Desperate to "win back" their 

"What g-ives us success in iuar? 
1'1'1e spiritual fortresses of Thrah." 

child, or at least "not lose him alto­
gether," they resort to a strategy that 
works against their best interests. 
Worse yet, they often resolve not to let 
this happen to their younger children, 
and unwittingly create even more 
destructive conditions for them. 

Showering love and affection on 
someone who lacks respect for author­
ity and who over-estimates the impor­
tance of his own happiness - or 
overlooking the lack of minimum 
respect due a parent in order to "reach 
him)) - is the equivalent of giving an alco-
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holic a drink in order to communicate 
love, in hope of removing his need for 
satisfying his addiction. These children's 
misplaced sense of entitlement, be it in 
the area of freedom, privacy or pursuit 
of happiness, is reinforced by their par­
ents' attempts to show love and to 
increase lines of communication. The 
problem is that all the love in the world 
will be insufficient, since, as the center 
of the universe, they feel they deserve 
more. Their appetite for happiness is 
insatiable. 

SENSIBLE, JUDICIOUS 
STRENGTH, .. AND LOVE 

F
urther, some misguided experts 
suggest that rebellion invariably 
results from strict parenting. 

Rebellion is neither caused nor exac­
erbated by strict or strong parenting 
as long as it is reasonable and flows from 
the parents' love for their child. 
Rebellion can be triggered by the 
child's perception of parental weakness. 
Every child has a natural inclination 
to push the limits of restriction. This 
comes from both a desire to feel 
secure with the knowledge of the actu­
al limits, and a separate wish to ide­
ally remove all restrictions. The more 
clear and less flexible the limits and 
consequences are, the less is rebellion 
bred. The more a child perceives the 
authority to be weak, the more is rebel­
lion fertilized. This has nothing to do 
with being open, communicative or 
warm. Those elements must always be 
present. 

The ongoing trend to completely 
undermine the beauty and value of 
authority fosters a continued weaken­
ing of the parent. By confusing powerful 
and smart parenting with harsh and 
inconsistent parenting- or even worse, 
with abuse - some "experts)) fool us into 
rejecting, even mocking, the strong par­
ent. Remember, we are talking about 
producing an effective parent, not, 
G-d forbid, an abusive one. 

After all, strong parenting is not 
mutually exclusive of warmth, love and 
affection. To the contrary, it is an expres­
sion of these attributes. Further, sensi-

----------
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ble, judicious strength can almost 
always be expressed with warmth. 
After all, love and warmth never water 
down strength and power. 

In order to have the loving and suc­
cessful relationship between a parent 
and child continue into the teenage 
years, one must first, at a very young age, 
develop a human being who has a 
healthy relationship with his world. 
Once this is done, friction is all but elim­
inated, warmth and deep love can be 
conveyed, and real family-wide happi­
ness is experienced. 

It is important to note that a parent 
must also realize the responsibility to 
develop within each child a healthy "can 
do" attitude - a belief engendered with­
in the child that he can overcome chal­
lenges. The most successful adults 
were children who, through the warm 
love and strong support from their par­
ents, overcame the natural insecurities 
of childhood to achieve greatness. 

This is not at all in contradiction 
with the previous points. The resolu­
tion to the apparent paradox is to be 
understood by recognizing that the 
development of ambition requires 
war111, loving and nurturing parents 
who truly believe in their child's 
strengths and abilities and convey 
that to him. To turn that child into a 
healthy, productive and successful 
adult citizen requires embracing the 
virtue of seeking goodness over pleas­
ure, as well as developing an awe of 
authority, starting with the fear of vio­
lating the will of "the authority." 
Clearly, the "love" aspect of this formula 
deserves a discussion of its own. 1 

REVIVING POSITIVE MEMORIES 

D
o you remember when parents 
hoped that their children 
would follow the rules and 

would be afraid that if they didn't, they 
would feel excluded from the joys of 
being part of the family? Do you 
remember when children were expect-

1W~-~;fur-th-~ read~~--;;-th-~-;rti~i~ by il~i~biN~ach 
()rJowek which follows, while the above article 
focuses on the discipline part of parenting. -The 
Editor 
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is ripe for effective chinuch. ed to grow into nachas-producing 
teens, and then adults, not into se1f-cen­
tered pleasure seekers? 

Effective parenting must start with 
a dedicated parent. Parents must real­
ize that they have an enormous respon­
sibility to engender within their 
children a sense of awe for authority, 
starting with the child's relationship to 
the parents, as well as an understand­
ing of and commitment to goodness, 
(i.e., a higher purpose in life) - simply 
put, real yiras Shamayim. Once that is 
done, then you have a relationship that 

The reason children do not grow into 
the people we want them to be is that 
the world is upside down. Instead of 
parents focusing on and feeling 
responsible for the goodness of their 
children, they focus on and feel 
responsible for their happiness. Instead 
of children being afraid of their par­
ents, parents are afraid of their children 
-parents are afraid to be parents. Ifwe 
want to address the so-called "at risk" 
teen, perhaps we should take a closer 
look at the "at risk" parent. • 

It hu
1
rts oc II 

I 

• 
It hurts 

It feels better just to talk about it. That's 
why we're here. Our staff is made up of 

caring and sensitive individuals. Together, 
we can help you explore your options. We 
can refer you to recognized professionals 

for counseling, legal advice or help in 
finding a safe environment. We can also 
put you in touch with some very special 

Rabbis. But in order for us to reach out to 
you, you must first reach out to us. 

Confidential Hotline 

Do it for yourself. 
Do it for your children. 

1.888.883.2323 
(Toll Free) 

718.337.3700 
(NYC Area) 

Shalom Task Force is a 501(c)(3) charitable organ1zat1011 
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"V'CHOL BANAYICH ••• AND ALL YOUR CHILDREN WILL BE STUDENTS OF HAsiiEM ••• » Rabbi Noach Orlowek 

Although I have never met Rabbi 
Klestzick, I look forward to one day meet­
ing him, for as someone who is bringing 
Torah to Jewish children, he deserves, and 
receives, my utmost respect and support. 

I will disagree with some points he has 
made, but first I must strongly agree with 
Rabbi Klestzick on a vital point that is rarely 
stressed. 

"GOOD"VERSUS "HAPPY'' 

R

abbi Klestzick under­
scores the impor­
tance of teaching 

children the difference 
between happiness and 
correctness: we do not 
strive for happiness, 
we strive for good-
ness; happiness is a 
natural byprod-
uct of that good-
ness. 

My 
Rabbi 

Rebbi, 
Simcha 

Wasserman, 
?-::n, com­
mented that 
the Era of the 
Moshiach will 
be character­
ized by 
mankind's lead­
ing a correct life, 
not just .a happy 
life. If the Bra of 
Moshiach were 
merely a happy 
time, Mori V'Rabbi 
said, then the Torah 
would not place such 
a strong obligation on .... 
hoping for that time's arrival. ·.· · ... • .. 

The idea can be expressed.i15{ol~ 
lows: happiness is not. a g()al ~ .it's ah 
asset. In order to accomplish what one 
must in life, and in order to be able to 
access the energy needed in order to say 
"No" to our baser inclinations, we need 

Rabbi Orlowek is a Mashgiach in Yeshivas Torah 
Oi·e, Jerusalem, and-is the author of My Child My 
Disciple; My Disciple My Child, and Raising Roses 
Atnong the Thorns. He is a frequent contributor 
to these pages. 
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to be happy people. By contrast, "Dqn't 
worry, be happy;' or, ''As longil;S it rri~kes 
you happy, dear ... " - these a.re not Torah 
ideas. 

We need to teach 
appreciate the happiinrs.\ 
from a correctly liV<ld>JLtl 

al, and I pray that I will not be 
misunderstood. 

FEAR AND AWE 

··•· . agreement that parents must 
.Rabbi Klestzick and I are in full 

. occupy a position of authority. 
Some of his word choices, however, 
could be misinterpreted. He points out 

the need to instill fear and awe in 
a child. First of all, these words, 
although used interchangeably 
in the article, are not equivalent. 
Fear can be imposed from the out­
side, while awe is a matter of inter­
nal recognition. I am not saying 
that there is no room for fear in 
raising children, but, today, as 
Rabbi Yoseif Shalom Elyashiv 
~"1"71?! 1 pointed out, children are 

more independent; what worked in 
previous generations will not work 
today; children will resist an effort to 
impose on them rules based mostly on 
fear. Eventually, this resistance almost 

always prevails, unless you succeed 
in crushing your child. When we 

seek to instill fear in children 
today, we are sowing the 

seeds of eventual revolt, 
a revolt that, as stated, 
usually succeeds. 

Awe, on the other 
hand, is a good thing, 
but it requires long and 
hard effort for a person 
to become perceived as 
someone worthy of 
awe. Today, many peo­

ple want to take the 

ding 
isks of 

srlthinking 
Parenting short route in solving 

their problems.2 I often 
meet people, when I am. on 

my way somewhere, who 

greater "Olam Hazeh," this-worldly 
pleasure, than the taste of satisfaction 
that comes from a well-used day. 

There are, however, some hard issues 
where I feel that Rabbi Klestzick's arti­
cle falls short, either in content or in 
making certain that issues are clearly 
expressed. It is truly a fearsome mat­
ter to write an article for public perus-

1 See Sefer Hilchos Melamdim, page 273 
2 The idea that we must be willing to take the long 
route in establishing a healthy home with healthy 
relationships is aUu_ded_,;tr> in _the verse "Ve'lo nacham 
Eloki1n derech e1't4:if!_~1:~~tim ki karov hu" (Shemos 
13, 17) ~ Hashenr:dJ4t,\5>'t,_ta,k.~ the route to Cannan 
through the lan_~-;g " 'hilistines because it was 
the short route/\ 



say to me) "I have a quick question,,, and 
proceed to ask for guidance regarding 
their child. I generally refuse to answer 
questions in this venue. l~he mere fact 
that people actually are willing to ask 
about their child's needs in such a man­
ner bodes poorly for their children. 
Often the queries are not thought out 
properly, and a few judicious probes on 
my part reveal this. In my opinion, most 
questions about a child are "pikuach 
nefesh" - a life-and-death situation 
(non-halachically) - and deserve time 
and thought. 

RULES AND LIMITS 

R
abbi Klestzick declares that chil­
dren need to have "parents in a 
position of control:' An example 

of the danger of making such a statement 
is that parents can take this phrase to 
heart and proceed with vigor to accom­
plish this, without taking the time to truly 
understand that this must be 
approached in a very careful and gen­
tle n1anner. 3 

The reality is that children certainly 
need rules and limits, and this is increas­
ingly hard to achieve in a world where 
limits are considered "undesirable:' It fol­
lows that these limits should be set with 
a lot of thought, coupled with a sincere, 
long-term investment of love and atten­
tiveness.4 

3-~i:h ~- c11;;f~t;·c~h~~-;-~;~ --~t;h;-~;~-d-~i-Hi l~1;;s La~i~~~ 
Hara, Klal 8, says that parents must talk to their 
children about guarding their tongues in a soft 
nlanner, and only in a soft 1nanner. This, even in 
the "good old days" that Rabbi Klestzick is refer­
ring to. 
4 The Alter of Kelin (Rabbi Si1nch<1 Zisse! Broyde) 
said (Chachrna UMussa1~ maanu1r 225) that in 
order for a child to love his parents, he needs to 
know two things about them: I. They know more 
than he does, and 2. the directives that they give 
are for the child's benefit, not their own. Thus, 
the expression "love and attentiveness," for these 
words convey the concept that the child needs to 
be - and feel- understood and cared for; then the 
advice or rules that the parents provide stand a 
far better chance of being observed. If you arc atten­
tive to your child, if you spend time with 
hi1n/her, 1nostly listening, then even if you don't 
know more than the child in any given area, the 
child will feel that you understand him (or her) 
and want to understand hi111, which means that 
the child will fill you in cis to where he is.And your 
rules are more likely to be obeyed. 
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A QUICK ROUTE TO INSTILL FEAR 
- DYNAMICS OF AN ADDICTION 

R
av Yisroel Salanter ?··lll is quoted 
as saying that not everything 
that a person thinks should he say, 

not everything that a person says should 
he write, and not everything that a per­
son commits to writing should he pub­
lish. When people read about instilling 
fear in children, many will take the short 
route - that is, by expressing anger 
through shouting and punishment. The 
results, in the short-term, are likely to 
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that is easy, quick and total in its 
impact will be used again. And again. The 
same is true of anger and shouting- it's 
quick, easy and brings total compliance. 
It will certainly become a way of life in 
that household - with tragic effects. The 
home will not be a secure, happy place, 
and while the parents will be feared and 
(temporarily) obeyed, they will not be 
respected. Certainly the child will 
choose not to follow their path in life. 
While Rabbi Klestzick is correct in 
stating that parents need to be in con­
trol, there is a short step for people to 
interpret this as being controlling, and this 
almost always, in 1ny experience, back­
fires. 

TODAY'S WORLD 

E
ven if we accept Rabbi Klestzick's 
near-idyllic description of the 
world forty years ago (I remem­

ber it differently), the reality is that we 
live in different times - and we cannot 
turn the clock back, when so much of 

our world is not even slightly under our 
control. Our challenges today are dif­
ferent, and so must our solutions be dif­
ferent. While the age-old principles of 
Torah remain totally relevant, their 
application needs to be in tune with cur­
rent realities. Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky 
7"Yl said that the mitzvah of teaching 
Torah is achieved not (as with other 
mitzvos) in the process (as there is a spe­
cific forn1ula for how we do a mitzvah, 
such as blowing the shofar or eating 
matzah), but rather in the result. If our 
students, and children, end up developing 
a love for Torah, a feeling that they belong 
in a Torah world, and a sense of pride 
in being a Torah Jew, then we've been suc­
cessful in our efforts. If not, then no mat­
ter how "well educated" our children will 
be, even in Torah knowledge, we will have 
failed. Certainly we need a mesora, a tra­
dition, but we need to be such good stu­
dents of our teachers, zichronam 
livracha, that we are able to assess what 
they would have said today, and to proj­
ect how they would have reacted to the 

challenges of our generation. 5 

Despite the fact that many people 
want a quick answer to their problems, 
this is not to say that they are not inter­
ested in doing difficult things for their 
children. For the past decade, I have tra­
versed the world several times, and have 
seen very many Jewish communities, 
both large and small; the intense desire 
that parents have to help their children 
grow up to be both good people and 
good Jews is truly amazing. There is no 
question that Hashem will reward their 
efforts and respond to their prayers. • 

5 See Pachad Yitzchok, C!wnuka, 8:6-10, that a wise 
n1an is greater than a prophet in that the prophet 
can tell you what Hashe1n says, but a wise man can 
tell you what Hashem would have said; that is, even 
when Haslte111 is silent, the wise man can infer what 
He w-ould have said. So, too, can a devoted stu­
dent surmise what his rebbi would have said. 

Rabbi Avrohon1 Yaffen ':>":!fl of Bais Yoseif 
Novaradok is quoted as having explained the Chazal, 
"Irn shamata beyashan tish1na bechadasli" (Berachos 
40a) as meaning that if you heard how your rebbi 
reacted to his generation's trials, then you will know 
how to react to today's newer trials. 
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"V'CHOL BANAYICH ... AND ALL YOUR CHILDREN WILL BE STUDENTS OF HASHEM ••• » Rabbi Shmuel Gluck 

;;1. 
\.!J 

UNEVEN GROWTH 

I
n the last few years, there has been 
a growing recognition that great effort 
is needed to reach non-performing 

teenagers. This has resulted in an explo­
sion of new yeshivos, diverse programs, 
and various organizations. I believe that 
these efforts are bearing fruit. 1eenagers 
today are being offered alternatives that 
only a few years ago were considered 
impractical or unacceptable. 

Consider the following: twenty five 
years ago, there were perhaps four 
yeshivos that dealt with the non-main­
stream yeshiva bachur. These yeshivos 
were set up with the same framework as 
that of a typical yeshiva. Today, there are 
dozens of programs for boys. If we 
include yeshivos in Eretz Yisroel, there 
may well he scores of schools or programs 
designed for the atypical student. I have 
heard that recently, a boys' culinary school 
opened in Bretz YisroeL 

Not only have our mechanchim come 
to recognize the need for alternative 
schoo1ing, but even parents have co1ne to 
accept that some children will not con­
form to any conventional yeshiva pro­
gram. Parents today are doing their best 
to accommodate their children's individual 

Rabbi Gluck is director of Areivim, an organi­
zation that offers our youth advice and assistance, 
with a wide array of support systems. For edu­
cational 1naterial or for assistance: 845-371-2760 
or Areivin1@juno.com. He is a frequent con­
tributor to these pages, most recently with "Shalotn 
Bayis,A View From Your Child's Eyes," (Jan. '02), 
and "The Hazards of the Internet" (Feb. '04). 
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needs with chavrusos and other supple" 
mentary programs provided at home. 

With all the attention given to 
teenage boys, it is somewhat puzzling that 
fifteen years ago, to my knowledge, there 
were no alternative programs for the non­
typical Bais Yaakov student. Today, 
there are still fewer than ten alternative 
programs for girls. If we include the small 
out-of-town schools that, although 
mainstream, are often excellently suit­
ed for the non-urban center type girl, the 
number increases to a little more than 
a dozen possible options. 

GIRLS HAVE IT HARDER 

T
he sad truth is that in some ways, 
today's teenage girls have a more 
difficult time than most boys. They 

carry guilt, anger, and confusion more 
intensely than boys do. Boys opt for fun 
and forget about their struggles. For girls, 
it is more often a search for meaning. 
Each struggle, whether victorious or not, 
can become deeply ingrained within their 
souls. 

Girls' different motivations are clear 
to those who work with teenagers. 
Teenage girls, particularly those who are 
searching for answers that they find so 
elusive, take to poetry, art, and other 
forms of self-expression. In speaking to 
teenage girls, I have found their emotional 
needs and their emotional scars dra­
matically more severe than boys'. Years 
later, they appear happily married with 
their own families, and most have made 

-<<- ere are some 
among them wJ:iO an internal need 
to purge themselves of their younger acts. 
To them, no past deed is trivial, and every 
thought is in need of a therapeutic 
response. 

I do not assume that all, or even most, 
suffering children are inherently always 
in the right. My intention is to convey 
to the reader how deeply some teenage 
girls are trapped in their confusion, 
unhappiness and internal conflicts. 

When girls are confused, much of 
their confusion is the result of their want­
ing to cross boundaries. Yet, we have the 
responsibility of providing them with a 
direction in life. As we explain our views 
to our daughters, we should try to bring 
them to life with as much vitality and 
relevance as we can. If we find ourselves 
deficient in this task, then we must look 
to others to fill this void. 

LETTING THINGS SLIDE 

A
fter many long talks with parents 
and their daughters, I believe that 
I have gained a better under­

standing of their minds and insecurities, 
and, as a result have developed an 
approach that I would like to share in 
this article. 

Today's generation is way too busy. 
Many in our community may at times 
become overly concerned with posses­
sions and social status. This distracts us 
from our most important treasure - our 
children. The effect of all this is that many 
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of us find ourselves too distracted, lim­
iting our ability to be mechaneich (edu­
cate) our children. We have become 
numbed by the unyielding deadlines and 
numerous responsibilities that con­
front us daily. We find ourselves con­
stantly reacting to emergencies. We are 
in a menta1 con1a, and many of us can 
no longer properly anticipate our chil­
dren's needs until it is too late. 

Many have found that we are not ask­
ing enough important questions, such 
as: "What is going through my daugh­
ter's mind lately? Is she happy? Does she 
have questions or insecurities to which 
I should be paying attention?" Instead, 
the immense pressures in our lives 
cause us to let things slide as long as we 
possibly can. 

Unfortunately, allowing things to 
slide also allows things to build up until 
they reach epidemic proportions. 
Decreasing tzenius, substance abuse, and 
chillul Shabbos are a few of them. It is 
the boys' rebellion, though, that most 
often jars us into action. They act out 
in a loud, attention-grabbing manner. 
Girls, however, rebel in a way that is more 
often directed internally, and is not felt 
by others. 

A parent cannot ignore the son who 
has just been arrested. A parent can 
ignore the daughter who has not been 
herself for the last few months. 

MESSAGES ON THE HOTLINE 

A
bout two years ago, Areivim 
opened a hotline for teenagers. I 
personally respond to the large 

majority of calls. I have noticed a dra­
matic difference between the calls that 
come from boys and those that come 
from girls. The boys are in trouble and 
want to know how to get out of it. 
Sometimes, they are feeling guilty, and 
would like me somehow to remove the 
guilt. Most calls, in general, are the result 
of a dramatic incident. 

This is in clear contrast to the major­
ity of calls that I receive from teenage 
girls. I listen to their explanations of why 
they are upset with a teacher, a parent, 
a friend, or a roommate. 

I initially felt that I was wasting my 
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time. It all seemed so trivial. Then I 
reconsidered. Here were teenage girls call­
ing a total stranger. Why? This call must 
be important to them. There must be a 
compelling reason for them to overcome 
the natural tendency not to share personal 
feelings with strangers. 

today's teenage girls just need someone 
to talk to, either anonymously or in per­
son. Teenage girls, more than boys, need 
a telephone partner. They need some­
one to talk to late at night, when they 
are unsure about tomorrow. 

These experiences made me rethink 
my preconceived ideas about our 
teenage daughters, and therefore my 
approach to kiruv with them. Maybe girls 
don't need I 00 different schools. Maybe 
they don't need a school that teaches 
crafts instead of Math !02. Maybe 

There is no doubt that many of our 
mentoring discussions concern the big 
issues. I speak to I 5-year-old girls about 
not speaking to boys. I help 17-year-olds 
try to put their lives together again. I help 
18-year-olds decide on the right semi­
nary, while 19-year-old girls are looking 
for approval for their prospective chas-
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san. In these last few years, I have found 
myself also discussing parenting with the 
same boys and girls who, just a few years 
before, couldn't understand why their 
parents should have the right to have any 
say in their own lives. 

Other times, though, it is difficult to 
pinpoint the purpose of our discussions. 
What is clear is that someone should take 
the time to listen, show empathy, 
although not necessarily agreement, 
and when needed, offer practical and 
effective suggestions. 

Sadly, few people today take the time 
to listen, advise, and encourage then1 to 

Travel Cell 
Global Cellular Solutions ' 
"The Name YOU Tl'u\lf" 

LOWEST RATES IN ISRAEL & EUROPE 

• Cellphone Rental for over 150 countries 

• Nationwide dellVery available 

• Voice mail & text messaging 

• Fax&dat:aservice 

• Itemized bill 

0 ca11wamng 

• ca11er10 

real growth. This is unfortunate, because 
teenage girls need much less of our 
"magic" than boys do, and meeting their 
needs should be something that is eas­
ily available. 

READING BEHIND THEIR EYES 

l hough a real need does exist for 
ternative schools, this is not our 
ost urgent battle front. Instead, 

schools are beginning to train their teach­
ers to recognize the first hints of con­
fusion and disenchantment. A year ago, 
an experienced teacher commented to 
me, "It is important for teachers to see 
what is behind our students' eyes. Even 
if we notice the sadness within them, we 
do not know what to do." Today, schools 
have begun to adapt to this challenge. 

It might be advisable to suggest to our 
beginning teachers that they humanize 
themselves a little more to their students. 
Structure is essential, yet so is express­
ing our human side. Difficult, yet not 
impossible, this two-pronged approach 
should become the standard of success 
for our Bais Yaakov teachers. 

There are already many such com­
mitted mechanchos. Many teachers rec­
ognize the individuality of each student 
and have taken upon themselves to guide 
and advise specific students. Other 
teachers who feel that they are not able 
to undertake a student should search for 
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a former teacher, or an affiliated big sis­
ter, to assume the responsibility. Often, 
a mentor with true Torah hashkafa, espe­
cially if she has an appreciation of the 
school's philosophy, is assigned to a girl. 

Equally important is the need to help 
our teachers learn to articulate the 
widely accepted and only recently chal­
lenged halachosof our Enos Yisroel. It is 
ironic that, because certain halachos and 
minhagim have been so widely accept­
ed within our schools and homes, that, 
many of us have forgotten how to explain 
their sources, their halachic guidelines, 
their chumros, and more importantly, the 
beauty of these mitzvos. 

I recently received the following 
anonomous hashkafa question from 
someone who appears to be a sincere Bais 
Yaakov student: 

"My friend and I were learning Megillas 
Rus the other day.... Supposing that 
Eli1nelech was wrong in going to Moav when 
others needed him: Why did his wife go along 
with it? (We understood that he was wrong 
because he got punished with death as a 
result.) Aren't wo1nen suposed to n1ake sure 
that their husbands don't do wrong? Or are 
they supposed to agree with everything?" 

This is a good question. Actually, it is 
a very good one. I had to wonder why 
this question was not presented to one 
of the teachers, either in or outside of the 
classroom. I do not know the individual 
circumstances, and this is not intended 
to be asked critically. Had this question 
been posed in class, we would have had 
a mini-course on building a true Bayis 
Ne' eman. We should have enough teach­
ers with who1n students are co1nfortable 
enough to ask these questions. And we 
probably have enough teachers who are 
able to offer a satisfactory response. 

I 
would like to conclude by confirm­
ing"Mi ke'amcha Yisroel- Who is like 
Your nation Israel." Kial Yisroel con­

tinuously adapts to each nisayon (chal­
lenge) presented to us during our long 
galus. Most recently, we have learned to 
understand our teenage sons, and are 
making headway in that area. Certainly, 
we are just as capable of offering our 
daughters the same energy and vision to 
help them through their challenges. II 

--- .~ .. ------------... -· --- --.. ·---------····- -----.--.. -·--------·- ____ ,, __ ----·---~--- ... --···- ---
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''Confronting the 
Dangers of the Internet 
- Revisited'' (continued) 

The November '03 issue of The Jewish Observer, with 
articles addressing the theme "Confronting the Dangers 
of the Internet," generated much comment, letters, and 
additional articles, published in a special section in 
February '04. These, in turn, inspired further comment, 
represented by the letters below. 

"THE INTENSITY OF LIGHT 
IS APPRECIATED WHEN 
IT FOLLOWS DARKNESS" 

To the Editor: 
I am responding to the two letters in 

your Reader's Forum of February 2004. 
However, my letter is not addressed to 
the individuals quoted there. I wish them 
siyata diShmaya to deal with their 
issues, both the one who is recovering 
and the one who has not yet. ("People 
think of me as a very good bachur ... but 
I fell into the Internet trap and have yet 
to really climb out" - pages 28-29.) 
Rather, I, as a beis hamidrash rebbi, am 
addressing the rabbe'im and rabbanim 
who are part of your readership. 

More than once, I have had the over­
whelming responsibility to deal with 
talmidim who have fallen into this trap. 
When the talmid would come to me, 
almost invariably he admitted that it was 
after hesitation. Obviously, it is very hard 
for a talmid to come to his rebbi to dis­
cuss an issue that causes him to lose face. 
Baruch Hashem, they decide to come. I 
have always seen it as my role to reassure 
the ta/mid: "It is to be seen as a mistake 
that you made, and to be put behind you, 
not to be dwelled upon." Rabbi Yisroel 
Salanter ?"'1! pointed out that in areas of 
guarding one's holiness, the more one 
dwells upon his failures, the more the 
yeitzer hara has an opening to affect the 
person. Thus, paradoxically, this terrible 
aveira is to be dealt with almost as if it 
were a minor transgression. It is coun­
terproductive to stress anything else with 
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the talmid. Even 
though we may 
wish to do so in 
order to pre­
clude the pos­
sibility of any 
other fall, at 
the same 
time the 
danger 
mentioned 
in the letter 
from "a 
recovering 
victim" is 
a real 
issue 
which 
must be 
considered (see 
Sichos Mussar from Rabbi Chaim 
Shmuelevetz on the sin of Eigel 
Hazahav1

) In my experience, most 
talmidim at this juncture need to pull 
themselves together to prepare for the 
great challenges that are ahead of them, 
and therefore, reassuring them of their 
role as bnei Torah and talmidim of the 
yeshiva is imperative. An aveira does not 

1 In his essays entitled Nnj7'0V N"P::i? Nr.n l'ru'Xf.J 

(~)and (:i'?\vrt) ?l)miW).l'):J he questions how 
was it possible for the yeitzer hara to bring the 
generation of the Midbar down so low, to serve 
idols. The Gemora in Meseches Shabbos 104 says 
the approach of the yeitzer hara is to work slow­
ly, step by step, not suddenly, as happened by the 
cheit ha' eigel. He answers that in times of con­
fusion, despair and hopelessness, a person is much 
more vulnerable and it is possible for the yeitzer 
hara to pull him down greatly. Therefore, he points 

dam­
age a 
mitz­
vah2 , 
and the 
word 
hyp­
ocrite is 
not a 
reality 
recognized 
by the 
Torah. We 
don't say, 
"Since I ate 
garlic once, 
I should eat it 
again."3 

The point of "Sheva yipol tzaddik 
v'kam -A tzaddik falls seven times and 
rises;' cannot be stressed enough. This 
is an area in which a person will be chal­
lenged greatly, due to our society. The 
depth of the concept is that a person can 
sin repeatedly and still be considered a 

out, a person needs to be careful that at times when 
a person has fallen already, he must be very care­
ful not to let himself be overwhelmed, thereby 
opening himself to the attack of the yeitzer hara. 
2 See Rabbeinu Yona, Shaarei Teshuva, Shaar 1,41 
3 See Meseches Shabbos 31,b. If a person ate gar­
lic and he smells (i.e. he did an aveira}, we do not 
teJJ him to eat more garlic so he should smell more. 
So, too, we do not say that since he had done one 
aveira that he is a rasha, and he might as well do 
another; rather, he should continue to do mitzvos 
as in the past. 
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tzaddik as long as he is willing to try again 
sincerely. The analogy that comes to mind 
is as follows: in1agine seeing a person 
enter into a treife restaurant and eat the 
food seven weeks in a row. We would 
have great difficulty defining him as a 
tzaddik, but Shlomo Hamelech says he 
might be one as long as he keeps on try­
ing. And the reason is because most of 
us would just give up and give in, and 
say, "That is me; I'm a rasha." He has the 
strength to get up and fight because he 
has not lost his belief in himself as a valu­
able son of Hashem. He hears Hashem 
saying to him, "You are My son, please 
don't give up." 

"I Think as Highly of You Now as Before" 

As a rebbe, we need to communicate 
to our talmidim that they can discuss 
their mistakes with us without being 
judged disfavorahly, and more impor­
tantly, without them losing their pres­
tige in our eyes. "I think just as highly 
of you after your confession as before;' 
is what they need to hear, because that 
is what will give them the wherewithal 
to continue their battle against the yeitzer 
hara. We can give them the strength to 
do so by saying, "I believe you can do 
it, and even if you fall and fail this time, 
I know that you can and will pick your­
self up again." 

It also must be stressed that nobody 
wants to be "there." We as rabbe' im must 
know that with every fiber of our 
being, if we wish to succeed in this war. 
Because then we can believe in our 
talmidim, be patient with them, and 
because then they will want to discuss 
their issues with us. One talmid told me, 
when he realized that he had been found 
out, he was relieved because finally the 
issue will be dealt with and he can stop 
being upset with himself. It is obvious 
in the letter from "a confession ... ;' he 
doesn't want to be "there." If we would 
only believe this, the mussar that we 
would say would be much sweeter in our 
mouths. Cynicism and biting mussar 
many times is an indication of our lack 
of confidence in our talmidim who truly 
would like to do the right thing if only 
shown how to overcome the enormous 
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yeitzer hara thrown at the1n by our soci­
ety. Just as we would like to extend our­
selves for our own children, so should 
we do so for our talmidim. 

In order to keep this perspective, it 
also helps to keep in mind that the chal­
lenge is so great because it is so acces­
sible. Many times the real problem is why 
he was there in the first place, but once 
he is there, it is almost impossible to stop. 
This point has already been discussed at 
length in the articles of your magazine. 

Obviously, this is a challenge, because 
at the same time, we need to portray evil 
for what it is without hesitation and com­
promise. Therein lies the challenge to the 
rebbi in our day and age. And as is clear 
from the articles and letters, this is a prob­
lem that no yeshiva can ignore and hope 
that it will just go away. 

We hope that all who fall will succeed 
with their teshuva to transform zedonos 
(deliberate sins) into zechuyos (merit) and 
will experience fulfillment of"A person 
does not uphold words of Torah unless 
he stumbles first." 4 

A person will come to truly under­
stand and appreciate what the Torah has 
to offer him and teach him, only if he 
has fallen in that area. The intensity of 
the light is most appreciated when pre­
ceded by darkness. As it says, "Had I not 
sat in the darkness, it would not have 
been a light for me:" 

May Hashem give all of us the 
strength to do his best and serve Him 
with joy and fear. 

NAME WITHHELD BY REQUEST 

FACTORS IN VULNERABILITY 
TO CORROSIVE INFLUENCES 

To the Editor: 
Re: yourCheshvan 5764 (Nov. '03) issue 

on the dangers of the Internet, it is indis­
putable that exposure to modern western 
"culture,, is detrimental to a person's level 
of ruchnius. There is, however, a regret­
table, if understandable, tendency to see 
all dangers a< emanating from the outside 
while ignoring those that stem from with-

4 Gitti~-~··--··------~ 

5 Yalkut Shimoni cited by Rabbeinu Yona, Shaarei 
Teshuva II,5. 

in the family/community. Some of your 
readers may erroneously conclude from 
reading this special issue that exposure to 
the Internet, by itself, will cause someone 
to go off the derech or become involved 
in promiscuity. 

If this was true then one would expect 
that such tragic events would be sig­
nificantly more prevalent in "modern" 
Orthodox communities than in the more 
insular ones, since the people in the lat­
ter communities are much more shield­
ed from outside ((cultural" influences. 
Judging from my professional experi­
ence, the sad fact is that the percentages 
of rebellious teens and promiscuous 
spouses are very similar in both types 
of communities. 

Some may feel that tbe ends justify 
the means, and therefore, it is worth using 
(inaccurate) scare tactics to encourage 
parents to protect their families from the 
spiritual dangers of the Internet etc. 
However, there is a distinct danger to this 
approach. It gives a totally inaccurate pic­
ture of the reasons for youngsters going 
off the derech or for couples to stray. As 
a clinical psychologist, with many years' 
experience working with rebellious 
teenagers in the frum community, I can 
state categorically that the Internet has 
never been the prime factor in causing 
a child to rebel against his family's way 
of life. Rather, it is family conflict, often 
caused by parental mishandling of com­
mon childhood behaviors, that causes a 
child to rebel. (The process may indeed 
be exacerbated and accelerated by expo­
sure to "cultural" influences.) 

When I meet parents of rebellious 
teens, they often express shock that their 
children went off the derech when they 
worked so hard to shield them from the 
outside influences! They are much less 
sensitive to the negative impact of their 
own harsh and critical parenting style, 
on their children's future ruchnius level. 

In a book of lectures by the 
renowned Rosh Hayeshiva, Rabbi 
Pinchas Scheinberg t<"'"""'1 (ArtScroll 
2000), he states: 

Show me the juvenile delinquent, .. 
and in almost every case I will show you 
a person resorting to desperate means 
to attract the emotional warmth and 

--------·-----
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attention he failed to get, but so much 
wants and needs .... Aggressive behav­
ior, when fully understood, is in fact 
nothing but love frustrated. It is a tech­
nique for compelling love, as well as a 
means for taking revenge on a socie­
ty that has let the person down, leav­
ing him disillusioned, deserted, and 
dehumanized .... If you find rebels in 
society today, it is because they were 
never given proper love [p. 139]. 
Rabbi Scheinberg says nothing about 

the influence of the Internet or televi­
sion as a major cause of a child rebelling! 

I happened upon an expanded ver­
sion of the article you published from 
Rabbi Kelemen that highlights the 
necessity to attend to both the external 
and internal dangers. I feel that it is worth 
quoting a part of it in order to give a fuller 
picture of the issues involved. Under the 
heading of"The necessity of identifying 
risk factors;' Rabbi Kelemen writes: 

Ultimately, restricting Internet 
access is a necessary but insufficient 
solution .... What is needed is healing 
the personality weaknesses that virtu­
ally guarantee some individuals will fall 
victim to Internet temptations. Studies 
show that those most likely to get into 
trouble are not deterred by limits on 
Internet access .... Therefore, a key chal­
lenge to parents and educators is iden­
tifying the risk factors .... Researches 
describe four pre-existing conditions 
that put an individual at high risk for 
getting into trouble on the Internet. 
They are lack of family bonds; low self­
esteem; inahilityto express opinions and 
questions; and inability to socialize. 
Many Rabbanim and mechanchim 

have emphasized the crucial importance 
of a warm, non-critical and accepting 
parental attitude toward one's children 
as a primary factor in successful chin­
uch. A recent sefer on chinuch with a 
haskama from Rabbi Chaim Kanievsky 
N"1"71!! ( Chinuch Malchuti hy Rav 
Mordechai Huminor, Bnei Brak, 5764), 
for example, makes the following points 
(free translation): 

Parents who treat their children 
with flexibility and do not overreact 
to minor infractions will have chil­
dren who remain loyal to them and 
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to their way of life. (p.36). 
Educators who deal with dropouts 

relate that every single one only 
dropped out because he or she 
received insufficient love at home. None 
of them claimed that they left due to 
complaints against Hashem or the 
Torah. Lack of love at home is the rea­
son for dropping out of yeshiva and for 
going off the derech. A child who receives 
sufficient love at home will never drop 
out or go off the derech. (pp. 36-37) 
This message can be undermined if 

we attribute the problems of children 
going off the derech and other ruchnius 
tragedies exclusively to outside influences. 

I end by emphasizing that my high­
lighting of"internal" influences should 
not be seen as minimizing in any way 
the dangers of the external threats to our 
spiritual well being. Rather, my purpose 
is to broaden the focus of our concern 
and interventions. 

DR. BENTZION SOROTZKIN 

Brooklyn, NY 

IF IT HAPPENED TO ME, IT CAN 
HAPPEN TO ANYONE 

To the Editor: 

An Addiction By Any Other Name ... 

I am writing this letter from the 

FOR 
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Federal Penitentiary of Ft. Dix. I was sen­
tenced to a prison term of one year and 
a day, for having viewed twenty images 
of children in obscene poses on 1ny com­
puter. My offense could have imprisoned 
me for five years, with a fine of up to 
$250,000. This offense was for viewing 
these images; not down-loading, trad­
ing, paying for, or chatting. 

I was totally computer illiterate until 
the age of 57. I am an Orthodox rabbi. 
When I assumed the position of rabbi 
in a new shul, my kehilla thought that 
their new rabbi should have access to the 
"larger world" - they installed a com­
puter on the credenza, behind my desk, 
in my study. I was instructed with the 
ABCs of computer technology. 

It didn't take long for me to "trip-over" 
pornography. Within a short period of 
time, I started to search for such sites. 
It did not take much longer for me to 
be spending hours on the computer; first 
at night, after my last appointment in 
shul, and then during the day, between 
appointments and phone calls: I was 
addicted to flagrant indecency on the 
Internet. 

Dr. Patrick Carnes, one of the lead­
ing psychiatrists who specializes in the 
field of compulsive addiction, terms 
obscenity on the Internet the "crack 
cocaine of the 21" century:' And I believe 
that this addiction is the most insidious 
of all addictions; addiction to drugs, aleo-
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We make "housecalls" 

(718) 972-4003 

:i-·.,~­.,b::itv 

hol, gambling, food disorders requires 
money and manifests itself with visible 
repercussions, including death. 
Addiction to pornography on the 
Internet results in damage that is far 
more subtle. I call it 3-D: deep, dark and 
deadly. It "kills" our ability to be inti­
mate with Hashem - "d'veikus 
be'Hakadosh Baruch Hu." 

Specializing in small batim for a perfect fit. 

As a person suffering from this 
addiction, I read with great interest the 
November '03 issue of The Jewish 
Observer with its title www. 
ensnared.com. I am encouraged that the 
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subject of pornography on the Internet 
is being addressed by our frum com­
munity. 

In each of the articles - by Rabbi 
Perlow, Rabbi Kelemen, Rabbi Twerski, 
Rabbi Adlerstein, and in the com­
pendium - addiction as a disease is bare­
ly mentioned. The solution to the 
disease, recovery, is not mentioned at all. 
While avoiding even a few moments here 
and there on improper sites are reason 
enough to shun the Internet, those who 
are suffering addiction would do well 
to face the reality of their problem. After 
all, addiction, much like cancer, is a dis­
ease, and there should be some course 
to recovery. It is to them that I address 
these words. 

From Diagnosis to Recovery 

Just as there are many types of can­
cers, so, too, does the disease of addic­
tion manifest itself in many ways: 
drugs, alcohol, gambling, food disorders, 
rage, work, etc. 

A person does not have to smoke 
marijuana, shoot heroin, or ingest 
ecstasy to be considered a "drug­
addict." Many people are "innocently" 
addicted to pain-killers, sleeping pills, 
or other prescription drugs. 

A person doesn't have to be a 
"drunk" in order to be considered an 
alcoholic. Take a look around (or at 
yourself) at the open bars of the many 
simchos that we are privileged to attend 
each month; how many l' chaims do we 
share at home and at shul? 

A person doesn't have to go to the 
race tracks, or to Atlantic City and to 
Las Vegas to be considered a gambler 
(although many of our frum commu­
nity do). One can "respectfully invest" 
in the stock market by risking many 
thousands of dollars in day-trading. 

A person need not be at the office, 
or place of business for extended peri­
ods of time. He (or she) may be con­
sidered a work-a-holic by bringing 
his/her work home... with his/her 
mind and through his/her emotions. 

The simple definition of addiction 
is having a compulsive behavioral dis­
order that can not be controlled. The 
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addict may have the sincerest and 
most desirous intention of stopping the 
compulsive and always destructive 
behavior. He cannot stop - that is, on 
his own. 

Much like a terminal case of can­
cer, addiction is a progressive disease; 
if untreated, it always gets worse. A per­
son often starts as a "functioning 
addict,'' wearing a good mask, living 
a life of secrecy. Almost always, the 
addict is unmasked, found out. 
Almost always, the addiction, if 
untreated, is fatal. 

No Known Cure, But ... 

There is no known cure for addiction. 
The best the addict can do is to live a 
productive life in a 12-step program of 
recovery. Attending daily meetings, 
having a sponsor, and "working" the 12 
steps ... to apply its principles to all 
aspects of life. 

The first step towards recovery is for 
addicts to "admit we were powerless 
over ... (whatever the addiction) and that 
our lives had become unmanageable." 

The second of the 12 steps to recov­
ery states: "Come to believe that a power 
greater than ourselves could restore us 
to sanity:' 

Helplessness leads to despair, which 
can be toxic. Every person is worth sav­
ing. A person does not have to die with 
self-loathing. Yeish lanu tikva. We 
addicts and families of addicts have hope 
- we have a 12-step program of recov­
ery. There are frum 12-step meetings 
available, there are thousands of 12-step 
meetings throughout the world, allow­
ing millions of people to live with 
restored sanity, one day at a time. 

Returning to Where I Was 

Prior to my incarceration on May 19, 
2003, I was a resident of Beit Teshuva, 
in Los Angeles, California) for sixteen 
months. Beit Teshuva is the only Jewish 
recovery facility in the world for men 
and women who are afflicted with the 
disease of addiction. While it is run by 
a non-Orthodox group, it makes 
accommodations for members of the 
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Chareidi community. I will, with G-d's 
help, be returning to Beit Teshuva. I will 
be teaching, counseling group therapy, 
and fund raising. 

It is my fervent hope and prayer that 
Hashem will find me worthy to help cre­
ate a Beit Teshuva-like facility on the East 
Coast, for 1nen and women of our frum 
community who are afflicted with the 
disease of addiction, and who are 
deserving of a place for recovery. I envi­
sion such a place in the Tri-State area 
- perhaps Connecticut, far enough 
away fro1n most of our [rum commu­
nities and close enough for family and 
friends to visit. 

The greatest shanda about the disease 
of addiction is the shanda of our 
denial. 

Disease has no boundaries; it afflicts 
the old, young, wealthy, poor, men, 
women, boys, girls, Rabbeim, talmidim, 
Roshei Yeshivas, mechanchim. The dis­
ease of addiction is no excuse for com­
pulsive behavior; it is an explanation. It 
can, and should be, effectively dealt with. 

The 12-step program of recovery is 
in complete harmony with all of Torah: 
Hashem is our Rofeh, our Hashem. He 
provides us with the necessary tools for 
recovery. It is up to us to use them. 

RABBI PLONI ALMON! 

Los Angeles 
-----

The author of this article can be reached through 
the editorial office of The Jewish Observer. 
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BEYOND INTERNET: INSIDIOUS 
EFFECTS OF THE MEDIA 

To the Editor: 
Although the thrust of the last two /Os 

was the deadly dangers of the Internet, 
PDAs, instant text messages, DVSs, 
when it comes to protecting and shel­
tering ourselves and our children, TV has 
also to be mentioned again. 

As society's tolerance for decadence, 
lewdness and immorality increases, the pro­
gramming on TV denigrates proportion­
ately. One only has to read the ratings on 
a TV guide to see that there is much inap­
propriate filth available on daytime Tv; and 
the ratings plummet during the late-night­
early hours of the morning. So, if some­
one ha'i a TV for "watching the news only" 
(where one can also find much inappro­
priate material and commercials), they 
should be aware that their children can 
watch (when the parents aren't present) 
shows or movies X- or R- rated for vio­
lence, foul language, explicit scenes, etc. 

Which brings me to the second point of 
this letter. Do not pennit your children (even 
your well-behaved yeshiva boys and BY girls) 
to stay in a motel or hotel unattended by 
adults.Not only does every room have a Tv; 
but "in-house" movies offer the most base 
viewing in the privacyofone's room. (It can 
be requested that it not show on the bill.) 

YAAKOV MICHOEL HIRSCHMAN 

Toronto 

FIAT PUNTO 3 DR 
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YAMIM NORAIM INSPIRATIONS Rabbi Reuven Cohen, Translated by Moshe Armel 

s s 
The Test and the Miracle 

Hakadosh Baruch Hu will work miracles on their behalf. and tip the 
rscales ofl judgment in their.favor ... - Yerushalmi, Rosh Hashana 

~
sh Hashana is filled with para­

dox. On the one hand, it is a 
olemn day; it is Yam Radin, the 

day on which Hashem judges His world. 
According1y, we are careful to ensure that 
our actions and speech are on the high­
est standard we can muster, and many 
of the nigunnim we sing have a ti1nor­
ous, somber tone. On the other hand, 
the day has an air of festivity that con­
flicts with this sense of gravity. Rosh 
Hashana is a Yo1n 'Tov, and we celebrate 
with sumptuous seudosand fine clothes. 
The davening is replete with other 
melodies ringing with grandeur. 

The prevailing attitude on the Day of 
Awe, then, combines both solemnity and 
simcha - exemplifying the passuk in 
Tehillim, "vegilu bir'ada- and rejoice in 
trembling." A serious, yet genuine, sense 
of happiness reigns. Analyzing this par­
adox will afford us a deeper under­
standing of Rosh Hashana and provide 
us with an indispensable key to achiev­
ing the kesiva vachasima tova - being 
written and sealed in the Book of Life 
- we desire for Kial Yisroel, our loved 
ones, and ourselves. 

At the end of his commentary on 
Maseches Rosh Hashana, the Rosh brings 
the following Gemora Yerushalmi, quot­
ed also by the Tur (Hilchos Rosh 
Hashana, 581 ), which gives voice to the 
dichotomy of Rosh Hashana: 

Rabbi Simon says regarding the 
verse, "For is there any nation as 
great. .. ": Rabbi Chananya and Rabbi 
Yehoshua argue. One says, "Is there any 

Rabbi Reuven Cohen is the Rosh Kolk! of Kollel 
Zichron Yosef in Kiryat Sefer.RabbiMosheArmel, 
a student of Rabbi Cohen's for many years, also 
resides in Kiryat Sefer. The above article is from 
a chapter in his soon-to-be-published scfer 
Livyas Chein-Binas Han1oadi1n, presently being 
translated into English by Rabbi Armel. 
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nation like Israel that knows the 
character of their G-d? It is custom­
ary for a man who is brought to trial 
to wear black, cover himself in black, 

grow his beard, and leave his nails 
untrimmed, for he knows not what the 
verdict will be. But the people of Israel 
do not conduct themselves in this fash-

ion. They wear white, wrap themselves 
in white, trim their beards and cut 
their nails, eat and drink and rejoice 
on Rosh Hashana. For they know 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu will work mir­
acles on their behalf, tip the [scales of] 
judgment in their favor and tear up 
the harsh verdict." 

Yerushalmi Rosh Hashana 1:3 

This passage is puzzling. What does 
it mean by: "They know that Hakadosh 
Baruch Hu will work miracles on their 
behalf, tip the I scales of] judgment in 
their favor and tear up the harsh verdict"? 
If they have more merits than trans­
gressions, then Kial Yisroel needs no mir­
acle, for the judgment is already in their 
favor. And if, G-d forbid, they have more 
transgressions than merits, they will be 
held accountable. The Rambam details 
this process in Hilchos Teshuva: 

Every individual has zechuyos and 
avonos- merits and transgressions. One 
whose merits outweigh his transgres­
sions is a tzaddik - righteous person. 
One whose transgressions outweigh his 
merits is a rasha -wicked person. If his 
merits equal his transgressions, he is 
a beinoni-average person. This is true 
for each country ... and for the entire 
world .... This reckoning is not carried 
out according to the quantity of mer­
its and transgressions, rather, accord­
ing to their significance ... and is 
determined only according to the 
assessment of the all-knowing G-d, for 
He alone knows how to measure mer­
its against transgressions. Just as the 
merits and transgressions of a man are 
calculated when he dies, so, also, are the 
transgressions and merits of all peo­
ple calculated every year on the Yorn 
Tov of Rosh Hashana. Whoever is fonnd 
righteous is sealed in the Book of Life, 
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whoever is found to be wicked is 
inscribed for death, and the sentence 
of the beinoni is suspended until Yorn 
Hakippurim. If he has repented, he is 
sealed for life, but if he does not repent, 
he is sealed for death. 
Thus does Hakadosh Baruch Hu 

judge a person according to his deeds, 

weighing his transgressions against his 
merits with precision on Rosh Hashana. 
In light of this, the aforementioned 
Gemora Yerushalmi is truly mystifying. 
Could it be that Hashem would distort 
perfect judgment? What is more, the 
Sages have already stated emphatically: 

Anyone who says that Hakadosh 
Baruch Hu disregards transgressions, 
forfeits his life.' 
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If so, how can it be said that 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu would tip the scales 
and disregard their transgressions? 

A great secret lies behind this ques­
tion, and the above Yerushalmi alludes 
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to it when it states, "Is there any 
nation like Israel that knows the char­
acter of its G-d?'' Hashem, in His infi­
nite wisdom, conducts His world 
according to the quality of bechira, 
human free will. The Yerushalmi's 
unique accolade of Kial Yisroel reveals 
that they know this secret and under­
stand that He conducts His world in 
accordance with their bechira. We will 
briefly discuss bechira and amida 
benisayon (withstanding a test), for in 
doing so, we will better understand the 
nature of zechuyos and avonos, and how 
they are measured. This will ultimate­
ly explain how Hashem can "work mir­
acles on their behalf, and tip the [scales 
of) judgment in their favor," precision 
judgment notwithstanding. 

THE CHALLENGE FACING MAN 

W
hen a man faces a nisayon, he 
is presented with two possi­
bilities. He either can choose 

to negate his will to the will of his Creator, 
or, chas vechalilla, he can favor his own 
desires over retzon Hashem. 

Hashem determines appropriate 
sacharve'onesh-reward and punishment 
- for each person based on these tests 
of bechira. Thus, a person's avonos are 
fundamentally his failures to overcome 
his personal desire when confronted with 
an opposing retzon Hashem. His 
zechuyos, on the other hand, are based 
on the times when he withstood the test 
and negated his desire to the will of 
Hashem. 

Hence, when a man is brought before 
Hashem to give an accounting of his 
deeds on the Day ofJudgment, it is specif­
ically these merits and transgressions that 
are placed in the balance. If it is dis­
covered that he has failed to acquiesce 
to Hashem's will more than he has suc­
ceeded in overcoming his desires, and his 
avonos tip the scale, there would appear 
to be no alternative but to decree upon 
this man the death he deserves, as men­
tioned. Nevertheless, there is a way to 
supersede the entire accounting, undo­
ing retroactively the foundation upon 
which this man's transgressions were 
being judged. 
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THE GREATEST TEST 

W
hen a man reaches his great 
Judgment Day, we would 
expect him to experience sad­

ness, fright and worry - he is going to 
stand trial, and be sentenced. Hopefully, 
his sentence will be favorable, granting 
him life. But it is likely, rachmana litzlan, 
that he will be sentenced to death. And 
he knows that in truth he is guilty. Save 
a miracle, he has no chance to win his 
case. This is the meaning of "it is cus­
tomary for a man who is brought to trial 
to wear black ... :' In such a state of fright, 
one does not have the equanimity to fret 
over his physical appearance, and con­
sequently he is disheveled, for his over­
riding concern is whether he will escape 
with his life, or meet his death. 

All the more so on Rosh Hashana, 
when an individual knows that he has 
many, many avonos, and he knows 
without doubt that by the strict letter of 
the law he does not merit to live any 
longer. He should surely be overcome 
with anxiety and grief. 

The Jewish People, however, rise 
above themselves and act in a manner 
quite the opposite of human nature. On 
Rosh Hashana, the Jewish People stand 
before one of the greatest tests of free will. 
They face the real and immediate threat 
of a death sentence, yet they rejoice, for 
they focus instead on the other aspect of 
Rosh Hashana. Rosh Hashana is not just 
Yam Hadin, it is also Yam Haras Olam -
the day tl1e world was conceived. On this 
day, Hashem became King, and on the 
coronation day of the King of kings, one 
must set aside all personal desires, all nat­
ural attitudes and feelings, and crown 
one's King. This is Kial Yisroefs secret. 
They find within themselves simcha 
instead of sadness on Rosh Hashana, by 
setting Hashem's will before their own. 

THE END PROVES THE BEGINNING 

I
t may be tbat throughout the year, 
the Jewish People failed test after test, 
choosing to follow their desires over 

the will of their King, and according to 
a straightforward assessment, they 
should be found guilty. Now, however, 
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Hakadosh Baruch Hu sees Kial Yisroel on 
Rosh Hashana standing before the 
greatest test of the year, succeeding in 
overcoming the overwhelming trepida­
tion of Yorn Hadin and reveling instead 
in the coronation of their King. 
Through this act, !Gal Yisroel reveals their 
true essence, demonstrating that in the 
core of their being, Klal Yisroel's desire 
is always to do the will of their Father 
in Heaven. 

If the Jewish People can choose the 
will and honor of the Creator over their 
own personal feelings, even under the 
most difficult circumstances, and not 
only express this resolve by "wearing 
white;' but also by wholly and truly 
«rejoicing on Rosh Hashana/' exulting 
in the rule of their King, they demon­
strate that all the sins they might have 
committed in the course of the year may 
not have been on account of their choos­
ing their personal desires over retzon 
Hashem. Their sins simply could have 
been errors committed in a spirit of fool­
hardiness that held sway over them; only 
due to carelessness did they act as they 
did. This is exactly the sentiment 
expressed in the prayer of Rabbi 
Alexandri. 

Master of the Universe! It is abun­
dantly dear to You that our will is to 
do Your will. What prevents us from 
doing so? The yeitzer hara, and sub­
jection to alien governments. 

(Berachos I 7a) 

With this, we can explain how 
"Hakadosh Baruch Hu will work mira­
cles on their behalf, tip the I scales of] 
judgment in their favor and tearing up 
their harsh verdict." Not that Hakadosh 
Baruch Hu disregards their transgres­
sions, for we have already learned, "He 
who says that Hakadosh Baruch Hu dis­
regards transgressions, forfeits his life." 
Nor can we say that Hashen1 contradicts 
the accounting, for it is flawless and no 
one is exempt from it. 

Hakadosh Baruch Hu works miracles 
on behalf of !Gal Yisroel because His chil­
dren are negating their will to His will. 
The original assessment of their trans­
gressions is thus rendered null and void! 
Choosing to rejoice in their King on the 
day of coronation in the shadow of death 

proves that deep down they always want 
to fulfill Hashem's will. This being so, 
"Hakadosh Baruch Hu works a miracle 
for them;' and reconsiders the case, 
weighing all of the sins they've done in 
an entirely differently manner. As said 
above (Rambam), "The reckoning is not 
carried out according to the quantity of 
merits and transgressions, rather 
according to their significance." 

After the new reckoning is complet­
ed, Hashem can "tear up their harsh ver­
dict:' It is not enough to simply do a 
reassessment. After all, according to the 
old accounting, there had been more 
transgressions than merits, and they 
should have been found guilty. Only after 
reconsidering the case can they be 
found innocent. 

A GREAT, POWERFUL PRINCIPLE 

W
e have learned a great, pow­
erful principle - the secret of 
the "Awesome Repentance" of 

Rosh Hashana. Rejoicing on Rosh 
Hashana is not merely a mitzvah; it is 
actually a powerful key to sparing our 
lives from harsh judgment. 

Of course, if a man rejoices on Rosh 
Hashana simply to save his life, he has 
defeated the purpose. His joy is not in 
Hashem and he lacks the fundamental 
acquiescence to Hashem's will. If, how­
ever, a man truly and sincerely rejoices 
in Hashem's Kingship, and clings to this 
happiness with all his might, he will sure­
ly be found meritorious, as he shares in 
the secret of !Gal Yisroel ... that Hakadosh 
Baruch Hu will work miracles on their 
behalf, tip the [scales of] udgment in their 
favor and tear up the harsh verdict. 

There is no greater level of repentance 
than when a man tears down all the bar­
riers that stand between him and his 
Maker precisely at the moment of the 
most difficult test, where his very life is 
at stake. Rising above it all, he delivers 
himself wholly unto Hashem, nullifying 
all his personal feelings and desires. This 
is the great and lofty teshuva mei' aha­
va, repentance from love, which has the 
power to transform a person and his fate 
forever. • 
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0 
ne might call it the Rosh 
Hashana cover-up. The most 
essential element of the holy start 

of a Jewish year - that it is the Yom Hadin, 
the Day of Judgment - is entirely 
obscured in the text of the Torah. Only 
the mesara informs us of that elemen­
tal aspect on which we yearly focus our 
actions, our minds, our hearts and our 
tefillas. 

The plot grows thicker when we real­
ize that the cover-up extends even fur­
ther- because the characterization of the 
Yam Tav in the passuk of tiku 
vachodesh ... (Tehillim, 81,4), identifies 
the time when we "sound the shofar at 
the [beginning of] the month" as 
"bakesseh" literally: "at the covering:' 

To be sure, the word can mean 
"appointed time," which is its straight­
forward meaning in the passuk. But it is 
only rarely used that way, and Ghazal 
pointedly note that bakesseh hints at a 
------~-------------
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more literal Rosh Hashana "cover-up": 
The moon - in pointed contrast to the 
situation on other Jewish Yamim 1bvim 
- is not visible at the onset of the Jewish 
new year, which perforce falls on the first 
day of the Jewish month. 

Things become stranger still in light 
of the mystical tradition, attributed to 
the Zahar, that conceives of the moon's 
apparent absence on Rosh Hashana as 
representative of the sattan's inability to 
find in the heavens the "two witnesses" 
needed to testify about Kial YisraeI's sins. 
The sun is there - but the moon? 
Nowhere to be found. 

24/7/ .•. 52 

fu 
understanding of the signifi­

ance of the moon's obscurity on 
osh Hashana may lie in pon­

dering the fact that the moon is Kial 
Yisroefs timepiece. 

It is well known that Kial Yisrael is 
compared to the moon; just as the lunar 
surface receives its light from the sun, 
so do we receive our spiritual illumina­
tion from Hakadosh Baruch Hu; just as 

---------- ------ ---
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the moon wanes only to wax again, so 
does Kial Yisroel seem to fade but 
shines again; just as the moon is the ma' or 
hakattan (Bereishis 1,17), the small 
luminary - so have the most illustrious 
among our people conceived of them­
selves as small, embracing humility. As 
a national entity, too, Kial Yisroel shines 
most brightly when it "thinks small:' 

But even leaving those conceptual 
observations aside, our connection to the 
moon is as straightforward and real as 
our calendars. The ma'ar hakattan is our 
clock. 

It is to the moon that we look to iden­
tify the Jewish months and, although we 
function today by use of the perpetual 
calendar created by Hillel (Hakattan! -
ironically), it is itself based on the lunar 
cycle (adjusted, as was the case even when 
the moon's sighting determined the new 
Jewish month, for the solar seasons). 

Ticking Away ... 

T
ime is a truly frightening thing. 
Rashi notes that the word 
"me'oros" in Bereishis, where the 
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heavenly luminaries are introduced, is 
spelled without the first" Vov" - allow­
ing for the reading "me'eiros," or afflic­
tions. The Kli Yakar comments: "For all 
that comes under the influence of time 
is afflicted with pain." Rabbi Yitzchak 
Hutner 7"Yt sees a si1nilar meaning in 
the term "memshelles" used with refer­
ence to the sun and the moon; it means 
"subjugation." We are, in other words, 
enslaved by time. The Rosh Hayeshiva 
also quotes the Vilna Gaon's comment 
on the fact that, at the Bris Bein 
Habesarim, the ge'ula, (redemption) is 
characterized in terms of humanity ("the 
fourth generation"), while the shibbud 
(enslavement) in Mitzrayim is 
described in terms of time ("four hun­
dred years"). 

What is subjugating, and frightening, 
about time is not only that it leads - at 
least in our post-cheit Adam Harishon 
world - to entropy and dissolution, that 
each day's passing (as a poet once put 
it) leaves us "shorter of breath and one 
day closer to death;' but that it is entire­
ly beyond our control We can change our 
positions in space- go to one place and 
then to another, and then return once 
again whence we came. But time to us 
mortals is frustratingly one-direction­
al; its effects are entirely, utterly 
unchangeable and final. 

Our mesora, however, informs us oth­
erwise. There is an ele1nent in the cos­
mos, Chazal teach us, that allows us to 
travel back in time and actually change 
what happened. That something is 
teshuva, repentance. 

A Time To Heal 

T
hat teshuva permits us to travel 
in time is no mere metaphor. We 
are actually empowered by teshu­

va to reach back into the past and alter 
it. 

How else to understand Chazafs dec­
laration that sins committed con­
sciously and purposefully (zedonos) 
are rendered by teshuva me'yira (moti­
vated by fear) into sins committed unin­
tentionally (shegagos)? And, more 
astonishing still, that when teshuva is 
mei'ahava, embraced out of pure love 
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of Hashem, it actually changes sins into 
good deeds? 

Consider that shocking idea for a 
moment. Granted, teshuva mei' ahava is 
a formidable and rare accomplish­
ment. But it is a potential reality 
nonetheless; were it beyond attainment, 
Chazalwould not speak of it.And it ren­
ders an act of eating non-kosher meat 
into the equivalent of consuming 
matzah on Pesach. It doesn't counter­
balance the sin; it reaches back in time 
and replaces it. It changes the past. 

And so, if one is a truly successful ba' al 
teshuva on Rosh Hashana, there can 
indeed be no "witnesses" to his past sins; 
they are no longer there to be witnessed. 

Free At Last! 

T
his tossing off of the shackles of 
time may be what lies at the root 
of the theme of freedom that is so 

prominent at Rosh Hashana. The name 
of the month with whose first days it 
coincides is Tishrei, which is rooted in 
"shara," the Aramaic word for freedom; 
the sounding of the shofar, the days' cen­
tral mitzvah, is associated with the 
freedom of slaves at Yoveil (the Jubilee 
year); on Rosh Hashana we read of 
Yitzchak Avinu's release from the akei­
da-the "binding"; and it is the anniver­
sary of Yoseif Hatzaddik's release from 
his Egyptian prison. 

We, too, if we confront ourselves and 
focus on our lives - if we properly pre­
pare and enter Rosh Hashana in a state 
of heightened sensitivity to our need for 
teshuva- can free ourselves as well, from 
the seemingly unshakeable bonds of time. 

And we are reminded of that on Rosh 
Hashana by the sky itself, by the fact that 
the Jewish "clock" is invisible on the year­
ly day of din. What a powerful, if sub­
tle, symbol that is, an embodiment in 
nature itself of the fact that time, 
despite its seemingly unalterable dom­
ination over us, is in fact under our con­
trol - if only we summon the formidable 
force of our will. • 
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Of 

W
ell, it's official - religious 
Jews are certifiably insane. 
Of course, many readers of 

The New York Times have known this for 
a long time, having been treated regu­
larly to such momentous news items as 
the Times' perennial fall-time photos of 
the kaparos ritual being performed in one 
or another religious Jewish enclave. Last 
year's picture, for example, captioned 
"Ready for Atonement," featured a 
Jerusalem man swinging a hen over his 
sweet-faced little daughter. The accom­
panying text authoritatively averred 
that the ritual "expresses a recognition 
of one's sins before they are transferred 
to the hen." 

So there we have it. No matter that 
that Orthodox doctor neighbor of yours 
seems intelligent and well-adjusted; the 
fact is, he secretly believes in and prac­
tices the old transfer-the-sins-to-the-hen 
trick. Perhaps even more outrageous, he 
apparently believes that cherubic four­
year-olds have "sins') in desperate need 
of such transferal. We're talking weird 
stuff, man. 

But, for the edification of those read­
ers who don't often venture past the first 
section into the local coverage pages, the 
paper of record has recently seen fit to run 
a Page One story on a tempest now 
swirling in Orthodox communities over 
the wearing of women's wigs (by women, 
mind you). Nestled among coverage of 
the chaotic violence in Iraq, the shifting 
trends of the '04 presidential campaign 
and sundry other reportage of interna­
tional and national iinport, is a piece 
detailing the uncertainties that have 
arisen regarding the Jewish legal status of 
such hairpieces, known colloquially as shei­
tels. Many of the sheitelsworn by Jewishly 
observant married women originate, it 

Eytan Kobre, ofBayswater, NY, is an attorney in 
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seems, on the heads oflndian women, 
who shave their locks and offer them up 
as part of a Hindu religious rite. Such ori­
gins, if confirmed, might well render the 
wigs impermissible for use, due to 
Judaism's strong abhorrence of any­
thing connected to idolatrous beliefs and 
practices, in this instance of the Hindu 
polytheistic variety. 

The Flames of Zealous Demonstration 

T
o be fair, the Times, like The Wall 
Street journal, often reserves some 
front-page space for human 

interest stories showcasing the quirky and 
offbeat, which the still-unfolding shei­
tel saga certainly is. But then again, given 
the Times' record of portraying the reli­
gious Jewish world to its readership 
through pictures of swinging hens and 
tales of talking fish (another Times front 
pager in March 2003), inhabitants of that 
world might understandably not be 
inclined to give the paper the benefit of 
the doubt. 

The Times itself, however, removed any 
such doubts fair-minded folks might have 
had when, only days later, it saw fit to run 
yet another sixteen paragraphs on the wig 
story, accompanied this time by two pho­
tographs. The editors were clearly in a no­
more-Mr. -Nice-Guy mood, since, this 
time, it chose to focus the attention of 
its readership on a public wig burning 
that occurred in Williamsburg, 
Brooklyn, in keeping with millennia-old 

. ------· ---

Jewish legal rulings requir­
ing the destruction of 

accessories to idolatry. 
The bonfire on 

Williamsburg's Lee 
Avenue wasn't the 
only thing gener­
ating heat in the 
article, however; 

the writer's over-
heated prose was put to 

use in his own little roasting effort. Thus, 
we are told that the gathering -
described as a "demonstration" -was the 
result of an "emotional upheaval" that 
"spilled into the streets." The reporter 
notes that people in the crowd said the 
gathering "was not intended to provoke 
violence," an observation that he pre­
sumably would not have seen fit to make 
were he reporting on a weenie cook-off 
on the Great Lawn in Central Park. 

And, for the benefit of the more 
obtuse reader who might not have 
grasped the ever-so-subtle atmospher­
ic portrait being painted, the piece goes 
on to note that, in fact, «the demon­
stration was not without incident," but 
included "pushing and shoving" and the 
detention by police of a man who "dart­
ed inside the ring of people to throw yet 
another wig on the fire ... " Jeepers! I 
mean, first the Crips and the Bloods in 
our schoolyards, then gangsta rapper 
rubout' on the street, and now this? What 
in tarnation is Brooklyn coming to? 

No Times coverage of religious Jews 
is complete, of course, without a howler 
-that is, some belly laugh-inducing gaffe 
that reveals this ostensibly most sophis­
ticated of publications in all its breath­
taking ignorance of things Jewish. We are 

The Jewish Observer, September 2004 



speaking, after all, of the paper that is 
said to have once) in all seriousness, 
deemed it "fit to print" that Orthodox 
Jewish men shave with rams' horns. 

And so, not to disappoint, the copy 
beneath one of the Times wig burning 
pictures, captioned "Wigs Burn in 
Brooklyn Streets;' tells of "leaders in 
Jerusalem [who J denounced wigs" made 
of Indian hair. Now, working with the 
Webster's definition of"denounce" as "to 
pronounce blameworthy or evil," that 
term might tend to conjure up images 
of angry-faced clerics blaming those 
nefarious wigs within the Jews' midst for 
all their troubles; it's difficult, however, 
to see how it relates to the dispassion­
ate legal ruling of a gentle Jerusalem 
scholar. Put another way: Tories 
denounce Whigs? Happened all tl1e time 
in the 18'5 century. Rabbis denounce 
wigs? Not likely. Then again, if the Times 
version of Jewish religious reality is pop­
ulated by the likes of hell-bound hens 
and garrulous guppies, perhaps heinous 
hairpieces aren't so far-fetched an idea 
after all. 

The Water Next Time 

T
hen, about a week ago, and just 
when religious Jews thought it 
was safe to venture out to the 

newsstand, the Times weighed in with 
yet another front-page "expose," this 
time reporting on the recent tumult that 
ensued within local Orthodox com­
munities after it was revealed that the 
New York City water supply contains a 
form of zooplankton, known as cope­
pods, whose ingestion is forbidden by 
Jewish law. 

Assuming the Times' latest spate of 
hyper-coverage has subsided, we can now 
tally the numbers. The paper expended 
three prominently situated articles, 
totaling many thousands of words, 
along with a number of photos, on a pair 
of arcane, albeit intriguing, religious con­
troversies that are of sole concern to a 
subgroup that comprises 10-20% of 
American Jewry, itself less than 3% of 
the overall American population. Don't 
even ask what percentage of the world's 
human beings that represents. 
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The Times' Jewish Problem 

T
here are, it would see1n, two 
ways to interpret this rather 
excessive magnification of the 

miniscule. One is that the Times lavish­
es this sort of attention on groups that 
it admires or that it believes its readers' 
inquiring minds want to know about. 
The other - offered here at the risk of 
practicing psychotherapy without a 
valid New York State license - is that the 
paper exhibits an almost clinically iden­
tifiable fixation, one that Mr. Sulzberger 
and his editorial board are almost sure­
ly not fully aware of, if at all. It is a not­
altogether-healthy fascination that has 
its roots in the paper's long-standing 
Jewish Problem, a complex mix of vis­
ceral embarrassment, animus and stan­
dard liberal anti-religious bias that has 
surfaced in varied ways. 

In an earlier era, the paper's des­
perate flight from Jewish identity 
resulted in true travesties large and 
small, from its inexplicable - and fee­
bly regretted - failure to adequately 
report and speak out on the decima­
tion of European Jewry to its opposi­
tion to Jewish Supreme Court 
appointees and the use of initials for 
its journalists with Jewish-sounding 
names. But times have changed and so 
has the Times, and now whatever bias­
es exist are oftentimes of such gossamer 
subtlety as to be ultimately unprovable, 
and it is left to the sensitive reader to 
discern whether they exist at all. Only 
in regard to Israel, which is a subject 
on which veiled anti-Semitism is yet 
respectable - the world's proxy Jew, as 
it were - does some of the Times' ugli­
er sentiment begin to emerge. 

In its coverage of religious Jews, the 
composite portrait that emerges over 
time is one of communities and indi­
viduals who are, by turns, comically 
pedantic and faintly threatening. Above 
all, they are guilty both of being unself­
consciously out of step with moderni­
ty and of taking life too seriously, two 
unpardonable sins in a Western liberal 
canon that preaches pluralism and 
intellectual breadth but practices precious 
little of either. 

They (Gasp!) Really Care! 

W
hat so unsettles the Times 
about wig burnings may be 
the very idea that these peo­

ple believe in something deeply enough 
to want to burn something over it. Such 
passion, so the contemporary credo 
goes, is acceptable, even virtuous, when 
limited to things far removed ITom one's 
personal life, such as politics, the arts 
and sports. To assert, however, that 
seemingly abstract concepts like G-d and 
His will exert an impact on life's myr­
iad quotidian details, that things truly 
do matter - and to unabashedly, exul­
tantly live by that belief - is, for many 
moderns, insufferable. 

The Times piece on copepods in the 
drinking water is a similar case in point. 
It's not that such tiny creatures cannot 
possibly matter at all. Indeed, the arti­
cle quotes an academic whose career is 
devoted to studying the migratory 
patterns of copepods, and one can eas­
ily imagine a Science Times feature high­
lighting the grants and accolades he has 
garnered for his abstruse research. 
But, somehow, for the ingestion of the 
minute copepod to be of spiritual sig­
nificance is disturbing to some con­
temporary minds. 

Meaning in life, it seems, is a good 
thing, so long as it doesn't become too 
meaningful, or, alternatively, we are 
given free reign to "create our own 
meaning," as the conte1nporary mantra 
has it. When, however, meaning 
becomes a l)ivinely determined notion, 
and one that permeates every last 
aspect of human life, it begins to be seen 
as too much of a good thing. The 
thought that everything we do matters 
and, in particular, to Whom it matters, 
can be, at once, exhilarating yet pro­
foundly disquieting. In his well-known 
work Man's Search for Meaning, the psy­
chotherapist Viktor Frankl posited the 
discovery of meaning as an essential 
human need. Yet, as Rabbi Motty 
Berger (of Aish HaTorah fame) 
observed, modern man is embarked on 
an equally urgent quest that could well 
be called Man's Search for 
Meaninglessness. • 
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ir.>nnni ~n n:iID l"ll1>? 

to all relativg~ fl.lid.friends 

Dr. ;.fi~:
1

$lt~ldon·Zinn 
f?hoenlx. Arizona 

,We IJ)ish ourfamily &frjends 
and all of~ 'n:l 
n:n" nl:l'nm i'l:l•m'v 

·. 1t1f'?1~R~~,, 
Mr. & .M'~,Bet4famin Katz 

&Family 

tO)TX: D'Y'OP WJ'T ;w;nn jfJt.rii JTK'"Tp? 

01,1,K tJ,.M JOj1;J.PI M;J.11::> 1Utr 

Wishing You a Happy, Healthy 

and Prosperous New Year 

Yoel C. Goldberg 
President 

Ben Z. Goldberg 
Vice President 

Al'~ and Lisa 
Avrohom·Yaakov,'1i~~~~~~~i~·~ffh ... ;Jl.iflc'1 

Stern.2:.tC''.\X"1· !•!!\;. . ,..... • 

Qf Los A,tige~s.~JM;tia 

Wish all.oftM~ffends andfarnily in 
Los Ange~s;New York, London, 

Mi14\liukee arid Israel 

,~, i~n i1:tID nw? 
h' 

A Hapi!J and Healthy N~.fe6.r 

We wft1hallour jiien~A·telatiVes. 
;and Jews evergwhere 

n:iID nl:l'tl1'11 n:i~n::i 
, .. , 

Mr. & Mrs. Max Berg 

n:n1' nl:l'nm :i:t'l'tl 
to ourfamily and 

1l:lnnrn .i:in::in n:iID nw? 
to .the Jewish Obset-yl?f ;Jrilnuy 

and to Ktaz fiSroe1 

ir.>nnrn i~n n:in;, Ml'C'? 
i1l''l1'.»l. n';lii-u row 
:iw ';!.:ii .nrlnn to all of Klal Yisroel (, 

Al('.iva & Chava, Last Mendy an.~Qfiavie Pollak 
and~y 

Mr. & Mrs. Abish Brodt 
and family 

Mr. Charles Richter 

wishes all a 

»ti1:ii:a1 nw '.m11 
Mf.. & Mrs. Leibish 

Rapaport 

Brooklyn, New York 

The iewish bh~erver;, 

i'l:111' ni'l?I? 
Tu aU our relatives and~ 

Mr. &Mt$. 
Joseph Sittner 
West .Lawrence, NY. 

'1i'1l"llJ't ;i:afu ;UvJ i .· 
Mf. & Mt$. David Kolin 

•' ' i 

::.::;4~\:,; 
'r.l11:111 n:l1" ~/.1 1 

to au ol)j"Jrff.ti~ 
Mr. & llif~•'lWibhael 

Ja<!OJJOVits 

" "'·';:\:,;;:\::> ... /> 

tll ~ ~:aw nw? 
to fillofKlal Yisroel 
Yanky and Ella 

Adler 

i'l:111' ;iiw, 

Mr. and Mrs. 
Simon Hexter 

,\· ',:,: 

mnru~~i~·riw 
Cht'Zitlf .. ·o.ndsuti 

K'uperwasser 
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May we aU be inscribed 

and sealed for a good year. 

The Weinbergs 

of Cincinnati, Ohio 

Congratulations to all Ohavei Yisrael upon the 
·•upcoming 57th Anniversary of the State of Israel 

May it evolve into an Eretz YisraeL al pi 
ToratYisrael! May the whole world merit the 

Messianic epoch soon in our days. 

Henf1l .. Kreisel 
. 

tlntini :in:in rl:iiv :iwi, 

Law Office of Michael Abramson, Esq. 
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Los Angeles, California 

L'Shana Tova 
to our dear frit?~ 

andfam1ly · 

Max and Rose Wasser 

n::n"nw? 
Tracy& 

Larf1l Loigman 

Joshua.& Daniel 

ir.:innrn i:ln:in n:ii" nl'l?I? 

To Rabbi Yosef C. Golding 
and Rabbi Nissan Wolpin 

Yisroel. & . .ff,ochel Golding and Family 

Reisman BrothersBak.ent1 

wishes a year of sweetness, joy and 
prosperity to all of Kial Yisroel 

n:n" nr.imrn n:i~ro 
718-331-1975 

n:iw n~nrn n:i,n::> 
from 

',~\1/ 
Ephraim & Chaya Rochel 

Nierenberg and Family 

,Brooklyn, New York 

We extend to all of Klal Yisroel 
ouri~iru;erest wishes for a 

n:ii"~prntiit12~~>>> 
Mr. & M~.'Naftoli·llirs~h 

andfatnily 
;µw nr.i>l'111'1 n:im:i 

To all.our relatives andftiends ; 
Moishe & Felge f:Tlederwltzer of Har Nof, YerushalaW'!' 

Mechi.&DuvFendel &family ofS'derot > . · 
Pnina ~;l'itzchok Wilk &family of Rancuma 

Menacltem'llt- Lea Frieden.vitzer &fa'11.il)J of Har Nof 

t:l'lm"l:l ~ i:nw.i ii>i>v ~, 

n:ii" ilr.l'nT] il:l'n:> 
to au our relatives. and friends 

Rabbi & Mrs. Josef Loebenstein 
Vineland, New Jersey 

WiShing all of Klal YiSroel a 
happy and healthy New Year 

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Treitel 
&Family 

Los Angeles, California 

n:ii'lltmr.:i'nrn ;,:i,m 
Avi & .Renee Herskowitz 
Yid'f f!z:.Gitty Goldberg & Moshe 

ShrrtU.lie'& f::haya Diamantstein & Chaim 
Yitzchok and Raise 
.Kero Gardens Hills, NY 

In Honor ojthe Staff of AguddthlsraelofAmerica 

i1j?1nr.n n:i"' i1lw17 . · 
Shimon Zelde$ <•" ACM INC. 

732,.901"1500 
LakewOOd, NJQ8701 
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···•' / ~·;~!;;:~~', 
1Dl"lnn11:ll"l:lt1 M~i'P Ml'\?>? 

~r:etings Jrorri; 
THE ~1$s:RYES,ri..-AMILY 

ojEast Northport,JVY 

Kenneth H. Ryesky, ~q. 
Dr. TamaraE. W~ 

Hayim Ryesky 

'; /:'!¥•:· , .. ,,,.,,,:;, 

1r.lnn~~i:U16ri fiiw nl'I?>? 
< ",,,"(, 

Steven H. Shol~~rEsq. 
,;,_'',,".{-,:-

East Brunswick, Net.f!v.Jersey 

Rabbi & Mrs. ChaskeJ Besser 

l:ll"l:ll"I n:nt> nl'I?>? 
"'l)lt'> 1'Vlltl))l ~ N 

Rabbi E.B. (Bunny) and.Shaindy 
heedman 

oak Park, ·Mr 

We would like to wiSh · 

all of Klctl Ytsroel a Shana Tova 

U'mesuka, Vshnds;,~llla Vyeshua 

Chaim anif. lldi ~lbel 
and Family 

tlrtnni :ll"l:ln n::i.w nlv? 
ci~ ~::i.w tJ)~ in?N? 

to all our jrif?oog}~(!~~tanim ~ Klal Yisroel .. 

J{r. and M,;. Chaim Stern 
Queens, New York 

Louis and Susan Freeman 
Alameda. California 

tn?wtl'W 

tt::i1v nt)?l"lrn n::i~n:> 
i"1li' t::i~i:i~ nNr.l 
,~, 

,j\fay the blessings ojgood health, 
peace, and happinessfiY. your home 

at this ty?W year and always. 

Bassman Family 

ri~\;,~ 
. Mr. and Mt$. 

N(>rman Parnass 
~and Family 

$hq.na Tova! 
,,','\; 

Avi&;~orah 
,1)iensta~.;&··.Fant!ZJI 

ri::n1'Ml\!h 
Rabbi H.M. Felder 

and Family 

'<,;;: 

:/-J'~;~'Y;-:_>,-><-:p __ ~-~ --"-"' 
.n::iwrir.l•tito ri:i~ 

to our,Jamay andjrif?nds 
(ie: ·~ .,.,;:) '\')~) 

B'.eivel & ;Helen· Muller 
~< ' ' ''-_--,,:,,' ' 

~w ~~;tit,;~~ro 
Lubicom Marketing 

Consulting 
1428 36th St. Bkln, NY 11218 

Menachem Lubinsky 
'~<lsldi11ft 

Mr.and Mrs> 
Moshe Adler 

wish all our FriendS 
and Chaverim of A.I. a 

n:m' nl:l'm n:i'l'l:l 
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1r.>nnrn~::itcinn::i1t:> rnw, 
Best wishes 

to all ourfriends and relatives 
for a happy, healthy and 

prosperous New Year 

Mr. & Mrs. Avrohom Schonberger 
and Family 

Greetings frqlJl 
JewU.h ~.mmu.n~tµ :•Council of 
· Gretttei' Coney ISiand, Inc. 

3001 West 31th Street, Brooklyn. 
New York 11224-1479• 718-449-5000 

Providing Supportive Services td the Frail Elderly, 
Vdcationally Disadvantaged Pool; Refagees and 
Educationally At-Risk Youth of New York City 

Isaac .Bacon, Ph.D. 
President 

· .. · 

Rabbi Mo8he Wiener 
Executive Director 

Shana Tova U'mesuka 
A Year of Health, Happiness & Parnossa 

Irving (Yisroel} and Ruthie Safri.n 
Jacob and Shllfy Safri.n 

SAFRIN AssOCIATES 
Offices in New York City & M()flsll!J 

Insurance & Benejtt Planning · · 
Tel. 845-426-1999 • Fax 845-426-1998 

isofrin@sajrin-ins.com 

Shana Tova to 
Rabbi & Rebbetzin Nisson Wolpin • 
and the Sta.ff of The Jewish Observer 

from ·· 
The Jewish Resource Center 

. . Traditional Jewish <'!Jutreach iii Buffalo 

Rabbi Yitzchak Aaron Schwartz 
Arnold and Rita Weiss 

410 Main Street • Bt!lfalo,.NY 14202 
716-852-7588 (7592, Jax) 

. 

Moshe M. Friedm~n, P.E. 

Architectural Engineering 
(718) 382-1702 
(845) 356-3999 

!il:lW iln!h 

Michael and Alison 
nana, Dahlia, 

Avi, Bayla & Kalman 
Sage 

Leshana Tova Greetings 

. J with good health and happiness 

Alex & Sttlly Lebwohl •. 
and Family 

Pirchei Agudas Yisroel 
of America 

Would like to wish all of its 
branch coordinators, leaders, 

members and .friends a 
n~ .mmn ;roi::i :ruw 

Passaic/ Clifto"" NJ 
. 

.. .. n::iw ~nm n::i'ro 
to all <?ur relatives, 

.friends, and~~ 
Rabbi and Mrs. Yosef Moshe 

Rand a~ Family 
Turonto, Canada 

• . . Y\ 

Best wishes to au our friends Rabbi & Rebbitzen Wolptn 

I• 

· . 

Best wishes to our Jamil!) andjiiendsjor a 
hnppy, healthy and prosperous new year 

Aaron S. Buchler & Family 
J'lissaic, NJ < . 

< 

and relatives for a Happy, Healthy 
and Prosperous New Year .·'. .. May Hashem grant.you the good 

L'Shana Tova to the 
Aguda of St. Louis 
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D d .,. ,..,. h 'D' tz " health to continue your good deeds r. an ,.irs ... ios e .n.a . · 
Lawrence, NY 11559 Dr. & Mrs. LaWrence Slater . 

· Mazel Tov to 
Michoel and Aviva Rohinsky 

on the Birth of their B'chor 
Dov Ber 

Uncle Eliezer .. GevirU: . 
. · . 

... ·· . 
-o:<i-'\,' ; , , , ," 

.~'"' il:ll" ilY.l'l'lrn ;c'm 
tr.'11!1 rnrnm.:i 7:o.· 

Osher & Ruth Lehmann 
Flatbush, New York 

. 

Harris J. Heyman 
Benyamin, Heyman 

,,'' ' ,' 

.. 
We would like to wish 

all of Kial Yisroel a Shana Tova 
U'mesuka. Vshnas Geula VYeshua 

Peretz Chaim & Zahava 
Levin & Family 

·. 
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L'shana To{!a 

from the ·"' 
COLEMAN1AWPIRM 

881 Allwood Road 
Clifton, NJ 07012 

973-.471-4010 

• 

410 Park Avenue 
New York,JVY.10022 

212-75:ic9500 

1'"1':>l n~:i:i? 1'"Ml~~tJ:>i:i 

"····ci~J~inl~zus 
-nm imm.~ 

.. 
Rabbi Chaim Feuer'Jlt~~· Ed.D. 

Educational Consult.ant, Prof~nal Developer 
,,,.. . ·.>' 

141-20 70th Road \\.• 
.tcew. Gardens Hills, NY 11$.~7 

718-544~1~?1, • CFeuerman@aoi.com 

n:iw n~ntn n:i~n:> 
to cill ofKlalYisroel 

Ezra and Debbie .BeYman 

May 5765 be ayearoJTeshuva, Geulaft.• 
and Yeshuafor Kl.al Yisroel! 

Yisroel and Leah Neuberger and Family 

n:n1' nr.:i~nnl n:i~n:> 
ill>'li?nl n?l~ rnwi 

May our collective n~':i~!ln 
penetrate the heavens~ 

Jat:ob I. and Channie Friedman 

L'Shatta Tova 

Barry and Surie Weiss 

TOfah Greetings 
to ¢ill. our Leaders 

Shmuel Roth and Family 

n:irp i'lr.Pnrn n:::i~n:> 
to the entire.staff at Agudath Israel ojAmertca 

and to all ofKlal Yisroel 
Sheldqn Wrotslavsky 

Nesher PrintingiJttc. 

i'l:lW ill'e' 
?~??:::>? 

L'Shan:a Tova to our family, 
our friends, and to aU of 

Kktl Ytsroel 

Ksiva V'Chasima Tova 
to all our friends 

and relatives 

Mr.rut4,~~· ~tiraham 
Aqfttch.tflJ 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Pfeiffer 
Monit~al. 

. ~ :. ~~ 

Mt. & Mrs. Reuven . 
Yitzchok R~~rg•. 

The Jewish Ohse~;-~temher 2®4 

Dear.JOH. 
Let's pray for .con.tinued Beracha 

Mim 

Baruch and Helen 
Greisman 

wish aU our friends and family 

n::iw i1r.l'T1rn n:i'ro 
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·· We'tb~lt d~
0

~hr family, 
relatives .. andjriends 

n!ll'lt> i"lr.>'nrn ri~'!m 
'1i1l't' ).)~::l).)~ ~ ·1'-t 1'11-t 

Reuven and Leah Gluck. 

'vi' 
1;;;; .. \~.fr.·{;:Jt' ., 
;'.' ', ,,,·.··· '·}-\."'-'.•' 

n~11'•filo!!r1hin:i.,n:J 

Mr. and Mrs. Moshe Gold 

tr.mnnn:aron ;i::n" il® 

Best Wishes t.o all our friends, relatives 
and clients for a Happy, Healthy 

and Prosperous New Year 

Mr. & Mrs. Yitzchok Oberlander .. 11;, lseacObetlanderc;Co. RC. "l;,,t · Certified Public Accountents 

"<\' 

To all our clients, .frl£f'u:1s 
and relatives 

Mt: & Mrs. 'N. Benjamin Per;lmttn, C.P.A. & son 

i'l~rm~ l"ll1IJ • 1'1:lW nt.i>mli:l'TO 
We tluif1k 'f'.9U for choosing US as your # 1 MONSEYBROKER 

DEE.R4;ll0MES & LAND . 
w¥~e hmlesty & ~rity come first/ 

www.deerahilmes.com 
M~,Sarah~hwab 

Licensed Real Estdte l31Yker • Mon5ey,N. Y. • (8451 425-7484 

n::iw nr.>.,nrn il:l'ln:J n:Ji:i 
May the New Year usher in peace, 

prosperity and fulfillment for 
Am YiSroel, and each and every 

merhbe .. <. r of Klal Yi ...... isroel. ·:e. ·> 

Dr. and Mrs • .David.Diamond 
and Family 

il:l1" ilr.>.,nni n:i.,n:J 
to 

AU our Family and Friends 
ar).dfor alt~J'?~'n':J 

Mr. and Mrs. Akiva Hirth & Family 
Passaic, NJ 

il::t~" nr.>.,nrn il::l.,n':J 
& A ·~·FVLL.QFSIMCHAS 

EUTE CATERERS 
THE KATZ FAMILY 

Under''the Exclusive Supervision of 
K'HAL ADATH JESHURUN 

718-337-6600 

Best wishes for a Ksiva Chasima Tova 

The Dessler Families 
Cleveland, OhiQ. 

t>folei;sionaUy :f'tained and Experienced 
.MEDIATOR 

SpecU:tliZing in Business & Family Disputes • Caring & Conjldential 

Les (Eliezer} Zakutinsky 
Attorney at Law 

845-4!l6·6180 medtatorlawyer®neturo.cgm 
Admitted in NY ailctNJ'; 
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services with_ state~of7fhe.~art · 
Auto CAD 
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ultimate r11st resisl!lnce 

BNOS BAIS YAAKOV 
- Far Rdc.k~i;i[.ays~:r; 

DEAL. BET YAAKOV 
+.Deal NJ 

TARTIKOV COLONY 
- Thompsonville, NY 

ATERES YISROEL 
- Canarsie NY 
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BENNET OWNERS 
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Tb€ SC]1QTTENSTEIN et!JTION 

Interlinear Machzor 
for Rosh Hashanah and Yorn Kippur 

Ashkenaz and Sefard - full-size & pocket size editions 
It's easy to daven meaningfully in Hebrew with the new interlinear fonnat 

developed by ArtScroll to give you maximum comprehension with minimum effort. 
How can this new format help you? See for yourself! 

•!-- Your eyes never wander from t.he Hebrew word •:• You view Hebrew and English simultaneously 
-:• Your concentration is unbroken •!· You focus on the meaning of the prayer, 

because you see the translation as you pray 

ALSO AVAILABLE: • SIDDUR • TEHILLIM · PIRKCI AVOS 

'i"' ':'ci1011cNS\''-'1s ctiniu''' Attributed to King David, Perek Shirah is 
recited every day by more and more 

people - but never has it been presented as 
beautifully and clearly as in thls magnificent 
book. 

ln Perek Shirah, all components of Creation 
- natural phenornena, animals, birds, fish -
sing their own praises of their Maker. In this 
beautiful full-color book, each page features a 
magnificent photo, accompanied by the text 
and a lyrical translation of that creation's 
song, and an incisive, stimulating comment by 
Rabbi Nosson Scherman - a comment that 
lets us "hear" and absorb the inner meaning of 
Perek Shirah. 

The stunning beauty of this coffee-table, 
art-quality book does justice to its contents. It will make your heart sing 
along with the universe - perhaps even join the growing numbers who 
make Perek Shirah part of their daily routine - and it will be a treasured 
gift to every special family. 

NEW! BY RABBI ZELIG PLISKIN: 

GROWTH THROUGH TEHILLIM 
. Exploring Psalms for life-transforming tlHm>lllls 

A happier, more meaningful life can be yours once you've learned to mine the riches of self-improvement 
hidden in Tehi!lim. Rabbi Zelig Pliskin, who has helped thousands of people lead more meaningful and 

inspired lives, teaches this priceless secret with captivating flair. The verses take on new meaning as he 
offers down-to-earth suggestions on how to use their message to transform our lives. 

Results can be thrilling. True anecdotes about how people benefited from this wisdom punctuate the work. 
this book, take it to heart, and let Rabbi Pliskin take you beyond the surface of Tehil!im to a 
refreshing world of growth, where happiness is deep and potential is boundless. 

Includes complete Hebrew Text of Tehillim and a comprehensive index. 

The late Rabbi Shlomo Freifeld, founder and leader of Yeshivah Sh'or Yoshuv in Far 
Rockaway, New York possessed the enviable ability to relate to a wide range of people. 
Little wonder that his "shmuessen," his talks to his students, would become 

treasured memories. 
Those talks are stunningly recaptured in this volume, where they are brought to life 

once again. 
For those who never had the privilege of knowing Rabbi Freifeld, this volume opens 

the door to this extraordinary leader's warm heart and broad mind. For hls former stu­
dents, each essay will rekindle a memory of their Rosh Yeshivah's warmth and remark­

able ability to make every person feel like the favored child of his Creator. 
Adapted for print by Rabbi Yaakov Yosef Reinman; Foreword by Benjie Brecher. 

NOW YOU CAN PURCHASE ALL YOUR FAVORITE ARTSCROLL TITLES IN ISRAEL 
AT THE SAME LIST PRICE AS IN THE USA (PLUS VAT) 


