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WITHDRAWAL 

T
he chareidi community in Bretz 
Yisroel has assumed the role of 
onlookers to the unfolding drama 

surrounding the Gaza withdrawal. 
Though United Torah Judaism has been 
part of the governing coalition in recent 
months, the party's participation was by 
no means crucial to the process. Once he 
brought Labor into his coalition, a 
determined Prime Minister Sharon had 
numerous options to secure Knesset 
approval for the Gaza withdrawal with­
out UTJ's presence in the government. 

United Torah Judaism's decision not 
to join the anti-disengagement forces 
reflects the strong preference of the Torah 
leadership to avoid casting the decisive 
vote on matters of national security, and 
especially not against the will of the 
majority of Israeli citizens. 

The great Torah leaders of Bretz 
Yisroel have been ahnost completely silent 
on the Gaza withdrawal. The most that 
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views is that they do not view the witJi'. 
drawal from Gaza, or other parts of Bretz 
Yisroe~ to be halachically forbidden. If they 
did, UT} could never have joined the gov­
ernment. In addition, the Torah leaders 
do not feel that the security/diplomatic 
calculus is so clear-cut as to render the 
withdrawal halachically forbidden on 
grounds of pikuach nefesh. 

THE CHAREIDIM: BY No 
MEANS INDIFFERENT 

T
hough the chareidi community 
has played only a minor role in the 
political process, it would be 

wrong to describe the community as 
indifferent to what is taking place in Gaza. 
Most of the chareidi press has been 
replete with coverage of the disengage­
ment, including photo features about the 
plight of those about to be evicted from 
their homes and news items raising ques­
tions about the security threats posed by 
the withdrawal from Gaza. In my own 
Har Nof neighborhood, orange ribbons 
(symbol of the anti-disengagement 
forces) proliferate, and not just on cars 
and apartments belonging to those 
who identify with the national religious 
world. 

government willfully illfli ' e sue deep 
harm on a certain segment of the pop­
ulation as that befalling the Jewish res­
idents of the Gaza Strip. The vast 
majority of residents of the tight-knit 
Gaza communities will not be able to 
relocate together. Neighbors and extend­
ed families, some of whom have lived 
together for three decades, will be sep­
arated. 

It is almost impossible to imagine that 
the lush, verdant Gaza communities were 
wrested from sand dunes since 1967. It 
is even harder to imagine them being 
rebuilt elsewhere. 

Those residing in 400-square-meter 
homes, surrounded by yards and gardens, 
will find themselves living in trailer 
homes one-quarter that size after the 
withdrawal, if they are lucky enough to 
have a temporary home at all. 
Meanwhile, their possessions will be 
stored in a maximum of two contain­
ers on Negev IDF bases where the heat 
inside the containers will rise to nearly 
200 degrees Fahrenheit. 

The Gaza growers, who presently pro­
duce 12% of Israel's agricultural output, 
will lose two growing seasons, and 
many of the farmers say that they no 
longer have the strength to rebuild what 
they did twenty or thirty years ago. 



Equally troubling to the chareidi com­
munity is the specter of 26 shuls and 
yeshivos slated for destruction. 

A recent statement of Agudath Israel 
of America, published after consultation 
with its Moetzes Gedolei Ha Torah, calls 
on all Jews "to pause and share in the pain 
of our Jewish brethren in Gaza." The 
statement goes on to describe the vast 
majority of Gaza settlers as "idealistic, 
dedicated Jews, [who] are being forced 
by circumstances entirely beyond their 
control to give up their homes, their 
yeshivas, their shuls and their cemeter­
ies, to be relocated abruptly to new sur­
roundings." That statement pretty much 
sums up the feelings of most of the Israeli 
chareidi community as well. 

NOT UNIVERSALLY NEUTRAL 

A
t the same time, the Agudah state­
ment maintains a studied neutral­
ity as to whether the "imminent 

withdrawal" is "politically or militarily 
correct." Chareidim - even those who 
entertain grave doubts about the wisdom 
of the Gaza withdrawal on security 
grounds - have been notably absent from 
demonstration against the withdrawal. 
(They were better represented at the mas­
sive prayer gathering at the Kosel just 
before Tisha B'Av.) 

For all their sympathy with those 
being removed from their homes in Gaza, 
most chareidim are still deeply ambiva­
lent about the settlement enterprise. 
From the beginning, Rav Elazar 
Menachem Man Shach, 7~, opposed set­
tlements, especially in areas heavily 
populated with Arabs, as only likely to 
arouse the animosity of the nations. 

That attitude was derided by the 
national religious world as reflective of 
a galus mentality. And indeed it is. For 
unlike the national religious world, the 
Torah leadership never doubted that even 
in the State oflsrael Jews remain in galus, 
and that the world is still a very danger­
ous place, filled with many sworn ene­
mies. The great Torah leaders always 
feared that the continual emphasis of the 
national religious world on Jewish mil­
itary strength, and the glorification of 

THE JEWISH OBSERVER 

Upoh consultation with its rabbinic leadeiship, Agudath Israel of America has issued _the following statement: 

A CALL TO SHARE THE PAIN OF ACHEINU BAIS YISROEL 
These are terribly trying times for Kia/ Yisroe/ in Eretz Yisroel. And it behooves us 

all, no matter our opinions on the wisdom of the imminent Israeli withdrawal from 
parts of our Holy Land, to pause and share in the pain and anguish of our Jewish 
brethren in Gaza. 

Those residents are, overwhelmingly, idealistic, dedicated.Jews. They are being forced 
by circumstances entirely beyond .their control to give up their homes, their yeshiv­
os, their shuls and their cemeteries, to be relocated abruptly to new surroundings. 
Whether or not the decision necessitating that .relocation is politically or militarily 
correct, its effects are, unarguably, a deep personal tragedy for many thousands. 

And so, during these days of Jewish mourning over the destruction of the Batei 
Mikdash, it is only proper that we include in our hearts and in our tefillos all those 
precious Jewish souls who are scheduled to be uprooted from the land to which they 
have been attached for many years. MayHakadosh Baruch Hu see fit to return His 
Shechina to Tziyon ve'yolicheinU komeinius /e'artzeinu. 

military service as the highest calling, 
could veer dangerously close to an atti­
tude of kochi ve'otzem yadi. 

The swagger of settlers, with a gun 
inevitably attached to their belts, has 
always been faintly unnerving to those 
for whom the term galus Jew is no insult. 
Admittedly, no one would travel the roads 
of Judea and Samaria without a gun at 
hand. But to the chareidim, the insistence 
on exposing oneself, not to mention one's 
wife and children, to mortal danger on 
a daily basis, has always seemed vague­
ly fanatical. 

The recent killing of four Israeli Arabs 
by a nineteen-year-old AWOL soldier, 
whose mother had repeatedly warned the 
army that he was armed and dangerous, 
and the killing of another four 
Palestinian workers by a 38-year-old 
father of two from the West Bank set­
tlement of Shvut Rachel, on the first day 
of the Gaza evacuation, will only height­
en the wariness of the chareidi world. 

It would be grossly unfair to tar the 
entire national religious world with their 
actions. Those actions are anathema to 
nearly the entire national religious 
community, and only succeeded in rob­
bing the community of all remaining 
shreds of public sympathy. 

But neither can the national religious 
community completely wash its hands 
of them. Shehzak Tanweer, one of the July 
7 suicide bombers in London, may have 
been until recently a cricket-playing 
young Englishman. But he blew himself 
up as an Islamic fanatic. Similarly, the 

young soldier may have been raised in 
a secular family in Petach Tikvah, before 
recently connecting to a Kach group in 
Tapuach through the Internet. But he 
killed with a yarmulke on his head. And 
the Shvut Rachel resident was a long-time 
member of the community, with no 
known extreme political views. Their 
actions will provide chareidi Jews with 
one more reason to steer a wide berth 
around a strain of thought that they have 
always rejected. 

THE SCHISM WITHIN 

Ever since Prime Minister Ariel 
Sharon unveiled his proposal for 
unilateral Israeli withdrawal from 

Gaza, the plan has served to both reveal 
a deep schism in Israeli society between 
the secular and national religious com­
munities and to deepen that schism. The 
general public has been infuriated by the 
invocation of Holocaust imagery- yel­
low stars, prison camp uniforms, com­
parisons of soldiers involved in the 
evacuation to Hitler's S.S. - by opponents 
of disengagement. 

Those opposed to disengagement are 
regularly portrayed as dangerous reli­
gious fanatics answerable only to the 
word of G-d, as interpreted by them, 
who pose a mortal threat to Israeli 
democracy. The civil disobedience 
campaign advocated by many oppo­
nents is widely perceived as a denial of 
the sovereignty of Israel and a denial of 

7 
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legitimacy of Israeli democracy. 
Secular Israelis appear shocked to dis­

cover that the ultimate loyalty of religious 
Jews is to the Divine commandments. 
And they have been free with their impre­
cations against the "messianic rabbis" and 
their followers. As long as that messian­
ism was confined to proclaiming the State 
of Israel to be "the first flowering of the 
Redemption" and imbuing it with the sta­
tus of Malchus Beis David, secular Israel 
had no problems. But now that the state 
and the settlers and their rabbis are in 
conflict, all has changed. 

Even the pretrial imprisonment of 
three young teenage girls for more 
than a month for relatively minor 
offenses failed to raise an outcry in the 
secular world. The girls' incarceration 
became in the eyes of inany secular 
Israelis only further proof of the fanati­
cism of their parents, who refused to 
ensure that their children would not 
engage in further illegal demonstrations. 

Calls upon religious soldiers to refuse 
orders to participate in the uprooting of 
the Jewish settlements have raised grave 
suspicions about the loyalty of national reli­
gious soldiers both within the Israel 
Defense Forces and among the general pub­
lic. Ideologically homogenous units of hes­
deryeshiva students are being reevaluated. 
Yet, any changes in the hesder system would 
make it difficult for many national religious 
youths to serve in the IDF, in which they 

constitute a very high proportion of the 
junior officer corps today. 

A SENSE OF BETRAYAL 

F
or its part, the national religious 
community views the secular 
community as having betrayed it, 

and of having lost its attachment to the 
Land, which once bound secular and reli­
gious Zionists. The secular world, in the 
eyes of the national religious, has shown 
itself to be dead to all Jewish history and 
experience. In a Ha'aretz interview, 
Rabbi Yaakov Meidan, one of the lead­
ing figures in the national religious world, 
charged the secular elites, with whom the 
national religious world forged "an 
alliance based on love for this land [and] 
the desire for revival of the State;' with 
having "plunged a knife in our back." 

"For the secular elites, breaking reli­
gious Zionism is the goal;' said Rabbi 
Meidan. 

The uprooting, when it came, 
brought with it the end to a certain 
naivete about the support of "the 
nation" that religious Zionism had 
always claimed for itself, and the discov­
ery that it was not just a matter of a few 
narrow secular elites thwarting the will 
of the people. Ari Shavit, a secular jour­
nalist who calls the Gaza settlement effort 
"pointless" but is filled with sympathy 
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and admiration for the settlers, captures 
their bewilderment well. The Gaza set­
tlers, he writes, «built a model Zionism 
in the sand ... a Zionism that is beyond 
time and place, which protects itself with 
reckless abandon and buries its dead with 
deep devotion:' The settlers maintained 
"on the dunes of Gaza beach a form of 
lost Israeli soul;' only to discover that 
"Israel itself is already foreign [to that 
soul]. Israel no longer wants it." 

The withdrawal has occasioned a good 
deal of soul-searching within the 
national religious world. On the one 
hand, criticism is heard of exclusive focus 
since 1967 on settlement, and the cut­
ting off from the mainstream of Israeli 
society. On the other hand, there are 
questions being raised about the intense 
identification with the state and army as 
ultimate religious values, especially as the 
army is now viewed as an "army of 
uprooting." Again Shavit: "The soil­
bound Israelis of Gush Katif could not 
believe that the digital Israelis of Tel Aviv 
. .. would send against them the army 
in which they believed so much; would 
send into their homes the people in uni­
form whom they so loved ... :' 

A NEW DIVIDING LINE 

I
f, formerly, many in the national reli­
gious world saw the fundamental 
dividing line in Israeli society as 

between those who serve in the army and 
those who do not, today many see the 
dividing line as between those who are 
committed to Torah and mitzvos and 
those who are not. As Sarah Bedein, a res­
ident of the Jerusalem suburb of Efrat, 
acknowledged, the bridge that the 
national religious world sought to build 
to the broader society appears to have run 
only one way. The national religious drew 
close to the secular culture - humming 
its tunes, following its TV shows and 
sports teams - but the latter drew no clos­
er to an authentically Jewish culture. 

Meanwhile, Mrs. Bedein admitted, the 
national religious never joined forces with 
the chareidi community on its great issues 
- chillul Shabbos, autopsies, protect:J' on 
of Jewish graves - preferring the "ways 

----- ----------
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I of peace" with the secular community. So the Palestinians have been given Secretary of State Condoleeza I, 

I With the abandon1nent of those ways of emboldened. At the same ti1ne, their Rice's insistence on "connectivity" I 
I peace over the Gaza withdrawal, wrote operational capacities will increase between Gaza and the West Bank, 

I 
Mrs. Bedein, the question must now be greatly. Israel has agreed to the reopen· those arms will sooner or later wend 
faced: "Could it be that in our commu- ing of Gaza airport and the building of their way to the latter as well. In the 

I 
nity Greater Israel takes precedence over a seaport. In addition, it appears almost process, Israel's densely populated 

I 
kavod Ha Torah?" certain that responsibility for prevent- coastal region will come more and more 

That such questions are now being ing arms smuggling from Egypt via the into range of Palestinian missiles. 
asked suggests potential for a further Philadelphi Corridor, which was porous Here's the prediction of New Republic 
drawing close of elements of the nation- enough even under Israeli control, will publisher Martin Peretz: "The morning 
al religious world and the chareidi be handed over to Egypt. In short, the after the Israeli pullout from Gaza, the 
world, as a result of the trauma inflict- types of advanced armaments that the terrorism against Israel will intensify .. 
ed upon the former. Rabbi Meidan held Palestinians once had to smuggle in on .. Palestinian well-wishers in the world 
out such a hope in his Ha'aretzinterview the Karine A will now enter freely. And will soon embark on the financing and 
when he ter1ned the national religious 
world's decision to forge an aHiance with 
secular elites at the expense of"our more 
natural alliance with the chareidi pub­
lic'' a historical 1nistake. 

WHITHER ISRAEi.? 

0 
f course, it would be wrong to 
view the debate over the Gaza 
withdrawal as only one between 

those who identify themselves primari­
ly as Jews and those who identify as 
Israelis. There is a parallel debate about 
the short and long-range security impli­
cations of the withdrawal that does not 
break down along secular and religious 
lines. The recently retired chief of staff, 
Moshe "Boogie"Yaalon, for instance, pre­
dicted that the withdrawal will only lead 
to a n1ajor increase in terrorist attacks. 
And Uzi Dayan, a former deputy chief 
of staff, criticized the decision to aban­
don the northern Gazan settlen1ents and 
thereby put Ashkelon's oil refineries and 
port \Vi thin easy range of Palestinian mis­
siles. Neither can be suspected of deep 
religious sentiment. 

Opponents of withdrawal on purely 
security grounds, like Daniel Pipes, can 
easily construct a nightmare scenario for 
the future. Every poll of the Palestinians 
shows that they overwhelmingly view the 
withdrawal as a victory for the strategy 
of terror - a 1nessage that Hamas is 
drilling home at every opportunity. Both 
the Palestinian Authority and Hamas are 
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preparing mass demonstrations. Their I 
, chant is: Gaza today, tomorrow the West , • • • • I 
I Bank, and on to Jerusalem. - I 
L-------------------·--··------·-·-----------------------.:J 



construction of a modern port and the 
reconstruction of a modern airport. 
That's where the trouble really starts. 
It is the beginning of a real weapons 
industry, weapons that will not be kept 
in storage." 

And Peretz is a supporter of with­
drawal. 

To EACH HIS OWN 

NIGHTMARE 

The nightmare of opponents of 
withdrawal is both plausible and 
frightening. But proponents of 

withdrawal have their own nightmare 
scenario, no less plausible and no less 
frightening. That nightmare is of Israel 
finding itself in the same position as 
South Africa under apartheid - a pari­
ah state faced with a European Union 
economic boycott. Hillel Halkin states 
the case for this viewpoint concisely. 
What, he asks, should Israel do with the 
two million Arabs presently under its 
control: ( 1) expel them and face univer­
sal condemnation; (2) retain control, 
while granting them no political rights, 
and come to be viewed in the eyes of the 
vast majority of the world as an 
apartheid state; or (3) grant them 
political rights and sign the death war­
rant on Israel as a majority Jewish state? 

The only alternative to each of these 
untenable scenarios, argues Halkin, is to 
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separate ourselves from them entirely on 
the best possible terms. Haikin and other 
security-minded supporters of the with­
drawal place their faith in the belief that 
Prime Minister Sharon has worked out 
a deal with President Bush, and that the 
United States, at least as long as Bush is 
president, will countenance a very force­
ful Israeli response to Palestinian terror 
after withdrawal. As Sharon explained 
to Yediot Acharonot on the eve of with­
drawal: "I've reached a deal with the 
Americans. I prefer a deal with the 
Americans to a deal with the Arabs." 

The bottom line is that Israel contin­
ues to face major dangers whichever 
course it pursues. Peretz puts it succinct­
ly. After predicting that Israel will soon 
be back in Gaza, he continues, "[Israelis] 
will be doomed to live dangerously. They 
can withdraw from Gush Katif and later 
from Ofra or Beit El, but they cannot 
withdraw from the world in which they 
live .... There will be no end to Israel's 
vigilant existence. With or without 
diplomatic progress, the country will live 
by its wits and by its nerves." 

Not surprisingly, Peretz does not con­
clude by urging readers of The New 
Republic to turn to Hashem in prayer. 
But, as we contemplate the dangers sur­
rounding the nearly five million Jewish 
citizens of Israel on all sides, we must 
recognize that just like our ancestors at 
the Yam, we have nowhere to turn other 
than towards our Father in Heaven. 

And we should contemplate as well 
what we can do both as individuals and 
collectively to make ourselves more wor­
thy of the Land. At the beginning of the 
Oslo process, one of the great ba' alei 
hashkafa of Eretz Yisroel said, "The prob­
lem is not that we are giving away the Land, 
but rather that Hashem is taking it:' 

That is even clearer today. Often times, 
Divine Providence manifests itself most 
clearly in the way that Hashem directs 
the hearts of leaders: "Like streams of 
water is the heart of a king in the hand 
of Hashem, wherever He wished, so He 
directs it" (Mishlei 21,1). 

If today we witness the father of the 
Gaza settlement movement, a man 
who less than two years ago declared the 
Gaza settlement of Netzarim to be an 
eternal part of Israel, now leading the 
retreat from that same Netzarim, we can 
assume that we are being judged and 
found wanting. 

The words of Rabbi Shamshon 
Raphael Hirsch haunt us. He writes: 
~'From time to time in the course of the 
centuries, G-d allowed His people to 
touch the Land again. He put them to 
the test to see whether the miracle of 
their existence through centuries of exile 
had at last taught them to utterly 
despise the gods of the earth and had 
eradicated their stiff-necked refusal to 
acknowledge the Divine word." 

One suspects that we are facing the 
same test today. [!J 

Not just a cheese, 
a tradition ... 
Haolam, the most trusted name in Cholov Yisroel Kosher Cheese. 
A reputation earned through 25 years of scrupulous devotion to 
quality and kashruth. VVith 12 delicious varieties. Haolam) a tradition 
you'll enjoy keeping. 

All Hao!am cheese products are made in the U.S.A. under the 
strict rabbinical supervision of: 

The Rabbinate of K'hal Adath Jeshurun, Washington Heights, NY 
Cholov Yisroel 

THURM BROS. 
WORLD CHEESE CO. INC. Haolatn. BROOKLYN. N\' um 
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80RUCH LEFF 

1 Abandoning Gaza: 
losing a Part ot Ourselves 

A PERSPECTIVE ON THE SIGNIFICANCE OF GAZA 

IN JEWISH PHILOSOPHY AND THE DIVINE IMPLICATIONS 

OF THE DISENGAGEMENT 

T
he Gaza Disengagement Plan - the Israeli army to maintain. DIVINE SMILE 

the withdrawal of the Israeli Whetheroneviewsthedisengagement · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
army from the Gaza Strip and the as a horrible, cowardly, mistaken Rabbi Eliyahu Dessler (Michtav 

forced transfer of all Jewish com mu- retreat, ... or as a painful but necessary MeiEliyahu Vol. 3, p. 352) wrote 
nities there - begun this past August, concession to the facts on the ground,... the following in the late 1940s, 
has aroused deep emotions among Jews or as the inevitable payoff for over-invest- after the State of Israel was established: 
world-wide. There arc opinions across ing in Israel's military might, all Jews, "The fact that we are present-
the political spectrum ranging from see- especially Torah Jews, must acknowledge ly in the Holy Land - it is diffi-
ing the withdrawal as a reward to ter- that leaving Gaza means cutting off a cult to classify these times as the 
ror which is only whetting an already piece of Bretz Yisroel and giving it away. beginning of the redemption 
too strong Palestinian appetite for We are not going to discuss here the (as'chalta de'geula); nevertheless, 
violence and intimidation, to focusing halachic issue of giving up land for peace. great kindnesses, taking us from 
on 9000 Jews living among more than Nor will we deliberate the Sharon dis- one extreme to the other, have 

I 
one-and-a-half million Arabs and engagement plan itself from a Torah or occurred. [We have gone] from the 
viewing their security as too taxing for even pragmatic perspective. But one thing extreme of the suffering and 

II 

-----------·--·-- should be clear. Relinquishing parts of destruction of six million of our 
BoRucH LEFF. AssisTANT rRiNciPA1. 01" Rrrss Bretz Yisroel to non-Jewish control is brethren Hashem should 
HiGu Sci·ioo1. IN CiNclNNATi. is Tttv AuTHOR never cause for celebration. As the replace our losses - to the other 
OF FoRr:vEU Hts SrUJ.JI·:Nrs (TARGUM }.'F.l.DHEI M), 

To RAH iNsit;H.,-s l'RoM RAnBi YAAKov Gaza disengagement plan takes place as extreme, the settlement of our 

I 
WEINBERG ?"Yt. H1 . ., coi.uMN. "MF.ANIN<>nJ1. scheduled, it is an event to mourn and nation in her country, the Holy 
SHABBos," APl'EAHs 1N YA1'1on NF.EMAN wt:F.K- a time to reflect upon Klal Yisroefs spir- Land. From all this, we must 
LY His 1 As'I """"ARAN<:" IN 1 Hf sf P.\GEs wAs itual failings that led to the loss of Gaza. learn and internalize great faith 

['""'""""" "" "" "' ·- --L~~explain __________ into our~earts. Woe :~nyone 
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who comes to the great judgment 
day and remains blind to something 
as obvious as this.', 
The reality of millions of Jews 

returning to Eretz Yisroel and the estab­
lishment of the State of Israel is a clear 
watershed event in Jewish history. The 
Ribbono shel Olam orchestrated a 
tremendous chessed for Kial Yisroel in 
creating the Jewish settlement of 
Israel after the Holocaust, says Rabbi 
Dessler, and we must not ignore His 
special Hashgacha in doing sol. As the 
Brisker Rav2 once told Rabbi Avraham 

just one !!ear at. .. 

2 0 0 5 

Wolf of Bnei Brak, the massive return 
of Jews to our land as the result of the 
establishment of the state of Israel was 
a Divine smile. 

This Divine smile continued and 
was amplified with Israel's victories in 
the 1967 war, when the Ribbono shel 
Olam granted us access to the Kosel 
Hamaaravi, Me'aras Han1achpeila, 
and Kever Rachel, as well as the con­
quest of additional land, including 
Gaza, which virtually doubled Israel's 
size. As Rabbi Eliyahu Meir Klugman3 
poignantly describes: 

,~Si VVltiitn :lf'»' Jl':J ,,~"" 
~~r~::. I THE NEw BA1s YMKov SEMINARY 

... opens tlie dOor to a l!fetime ef possf/jiflties! 

I 
Our students have been accepted 

I 
Adelphi U. has established 

to the finest graduate schools! academic scholarships in 
addition to Financial Aid ----··-------

M Speech Pathology ,,. PT I OT ~.~LL, TA~~~-------
M Education M Socia! Work SEMINARY SCHOLARSHIPS 

M Special Education !'ii: Business AVAILABLE ------

REBBETZIN SORA F. BULKA, n'.:r:-oo RABBI YESHAYA LEVY, i:YT1lt'.l JXP MRS. GITTlE NEUFELD, ASST.PRINCIPAl 
-- --- ---------- - ______ ,, _______ ,,_ 

2600 OCEAN AVENUE, BROOKLYN, NY 11229 M. 718.769.8160 ~ FAX: 718.769.8640 

MOTHERS AND FATHERS ALIGNED SAVING KIDS 

Support for Parents of Children-In-Conflict 
CONFIDENTIAL HOTLINE 

Parent Support Groups 
Yeshiva Liaison 

E-Mail Support Group 
Sibling Support Groups 
STARR Feniale Sibling Program 

Private Consultation 
Referrals 

Educational Forums 
Prevention and Awareness 

Parent Mentoring Group 
Lending Library 

----- :: :: -=-i 
"The Six Day War ended on a ' 

Friday morning. The return of the 
Kosel and the mekom Hamikdash 
to Jewish hands for the first time 
since the destruction of the 
Temple sparked indescribable feel­
ings of euphoria, and even the most 
sober person imagined that he 
could hear the footsteps of 
Moshiach. The Israeli army cleared 
the area in front of the Kosel and 
announced that on Shavuos night, 
four days after the conclusion of the 
war, the general public would be 
allowed to come and daven there. 
The rapture of any Jew lucky to be 
in Jerusalem for that Yam 10v 
defies description. 

"In the Mirrer Yeshiva, shelled 
by Jordanian artillery less than a 
week before, the entire yeshiva and 
its neighbors spent Shavuos night 
learning in anticipation of the 
pre-dawn walk to the Kosel. In the 
middle of the learning, Rabbi 
Chaim Shmuelevitz ?··,,1 (who was 
later to daven at the Kosel at least 
once a week), delivered a shmuess, 
in which he described the miracles 
and defined the tumultuous events 
of the previous week." 

IJ{-;bbi Y~;ko~----K~me1;~t-~iy----~-~-ites ·--i~--£~-;~~~ 

LeYaakov(Shenws 12,2, note 17): "We must under­
stand that the State of Israel in our day- after the 
great destruction (in Europe), the despair of the 
survivors, and given the distressed and destroyed 
status of Russian Jewry - was established by G­
d in order to strengthen Judaism and to main­
tain the link between all Jews in exile \Vith the 
Jewish people." See also Yonoson Rosenblum's biog~ 
raphy of Rabbi Shraga Feivel Mendelowitz, 
pgs.331-332. When Rabbi Shraga Feivel heard of 
the U.N.'s decision to establish a Jewish state, he 
stood up and recited the Hatov Veha111eitiv bless­
ing. In 1948, after the Arabs attacked the newly­
declared Jewish state and soldiers were falling on 
the battlefield, Reb Shraga Feivel had second 
thoughts about having recited the ble5sing. He 
turned to Rabbi Aharon Kotler, who agreed with 
hin1 that the favorable U.N. resolution was 
indeed worthy of the blessing. 
2 See "A Divine Frown," by Rabbi Eliyahu Meir 
Klugman, The Jewish Observer, Dec. '98. For a sim­
ilar quote from the Brisker Rav, see Rabbi 
Shlomo Wolbe's Bein Sheishes LeAsor, p. 145. 

3 "Whither Jerusalem;' Jewish Observer, Sep. '00 

4 Rabbi Klugman is credited for using this term 
as an offshoot of the Brisker Rav's statement. 

-----------·-----
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DIVINE FROWN 

S
ince the onset of the Oslo accords 
in 1993 and continuing through the 
Palestinian terror intifada of 2000 

until today, the Divine smile described 
by the Brisker Rav has seemingly 
beco1ne a Divine frown4. As the first 
Rashi in Bereishis tells us, the Land of 
Israel's inhabitants are decided solely by 
Hashem. He can take it away from other 
nations of the world and give it to us, 
and, Rachmana litzlan, the opposite can 
occur as well. 

If, presently, Hakadosh Baruch Hu has 
deemed it fitting to remove parts of Eretz 
Yisroel from us through the Gaza disen­
gagement plan, essentially unraveling 
some of the miracles of 1967, it can only 
be due to a spiritual shortfall within the 
Jewish People. We no longer merit the 
possession of a specific portion of Bretz 
Yisroel, and this is why Jews are being 
forced from Gaza. What might this spir­
itual deficit be? 

Let us explore Gaza's spiritual essence 
as revealed in Torah sources, and see if 
we can possibly suggest a related spiri­
tual area in which we may be lacking. 

GAZA AS PART OF 

ERETZ YJSROEL 

T
he Torah is unequivocal regard­
ing Gaza's position as within the 
boundaries of Eretz Yisroel. 

Beginning in f)arashas Noach, Gaza is 
defined as part of the Land of Canaan 
(Bereishis 10,19). Later, Avraham is told 
that the Land of Canaan that Hashem 
will give him includes Gaza (see 
Bereishis 15,18-21 ). Still later, in Parashas 
Maasei (Bamidbar 34,1-12), when 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu delineates the 
boundaries of Israel to Moshe Rabbeinu, 
He clearly includes Gaza. This is further 
confirmed in Tanach. s 

s"s~1~~-~;;-;~1;;~~··zis·:47-)Ji~-t-~-t;;:~--~J--~~--;~;;. 

ty as belonging to the tribe ofYchuda, and Sltoftim 
( 1,18) states that Yehuda conquered Ga1,a and inher­
ited it. Shlomo Ffnn1elech ruled over land which incor­
porated Gaza (Melachi1n I, 5,4 ), and n1uch later, we 

L
are told that King Chizkiyahu (Melac'1i1n II 18,8) 

over Gaza, as well. 

---------- ·---

"What lSives us success in u 1ar? 
The spiritual fortresses of Turah." 

nabbi Ychoshuah bcn Levi (Afakos) 

For thousands of y(~ars, the 1brah has kept A1n 
Yisroel alive. 

Keep the learning of 'Ibrah alive. 

f)ue to severe reductions of 80911 or 1nore in Israeli 
governn1ent subsidies, Yeshivas and TI>rah fil1nilies 
are turning to us vvith ever-increasing requests for 
assistance. We cannot let then1 down. Ezras Torah 
now more than ever needs your help. 

Become partners with Ezras 1brah and send in 
your generous contribution today! 

Please use my donation to: 
• Help a young Choson­

Kallah get married! 
• Give a 'fbrah scholar in 

need of surgery peace 
of n1ind! 

• Enliven the lives of a 
Tbrah family with a Yorn 
T(Jv grantl 

• J'felp provide a ho1ne 
for a ncw1yvved couple! 

• Endcnv a Free Loan 
fund or Medical 
Emergency Fund'. 

Call The 24-Hour Ezras Torah Tzedekah Hotline 1-800-514-0348 

. ~\,~~!T~~~L~~~~~~!!~:;~~~~~.~~~::~~[!':!~h- __ , 
I ""\Tos f I would like to help Ezras Torah's needy. 
I .L {.Ii t Enclosed is my tax deductible contribut"lon for: 

I D $18 D $36 D $50 D $100 D $180 D $250 D $360 D $500 D $1.ooo D $ __ _ 

I Method of payment: 0 Check D Visa D MIC 0 AIE Ac.#". _____ Exp. Date: ___ _ 
I Please contact me regarding establishing an Ezras Torah Endowment Fund for a: 
I D Free Loan Fund D Medical Emergency Fund 

I Please send me an Ezras Torah Halachic Pocket Calendar & Guide, for the current year. (checked 
I below, contribution enclosed) 

I D Pocket-sized Hebrew Luach D Pocket-sized English Luach D Wall-sized Hebrew Luach 
I 
I Name Tel. ( 

I Address City State Zip 
I Please make check payable to: Ezras Torah, 235 East Bmadway, New York, NY 10002 • {212) 227-8960 JO 
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The Tzitz Bliezer (Vol. 7, 48:12) dis­
cusses whether Gaza is included in the 
boundaries of Bretz Yisroel and express­
es surprise that anyone would have any 
doubts. He cites a Gemara ( Shabbos 
l 45b) where it is taken for granted that 
Gaza is part of Bretz Yisroel. 6 

The reader is also referred to Reish 
Lakish's comment in Chullin 60b, to the 
effect that not only is Gaza part of Bretz 
Yisroel, but Hashem orchestrated events 
so that Kial Yisroel could inherit it. 
Apparently, Hakadosh Baruch Hu deems 
Gaza as a vital piece of Bretz Yisroel. 

CONQUERING ERETZ 

YISROEL REQUIRES 

MASTERY OF TORAH 

SEPTEMBER 2 0 0 5 

Yisroel is connected to the Torah with 
a much more powerful bond. The Torah 
in its highest forn1 is meant to be 
observed only in Israel, making every 
inch of Bretz Yisroel securely tied to a 
specific section of Torah. One must mas­
ter the appropriate section of Torah in 
order to conquer its corresponding part 
of Bretz Yisroel. 

N
ow that we have established 

I

I,' Gaza as part of Bretz Yisroel, let 
, us begin to explore the specif-

ic spiritual concepts pertaining to 
Gaza. 

Kaleiv was able to master the parts 
of Torah related to the cities of the 
giants) but was unable to ascertain the 
Torah of Kiryas Sefer. This was because 
Kiryas Sefer's attachment to Torah 
involved the three hundred halachos that 
were forgotten in the days of mourn­
ing following Moshe Rabbeinu's pass­
ing (see Rashi in Yehoshua 15, 15). 
Asniel was the only one able to reinstate 
these laws with his Torah genius and 
pilpul. Thus, only he could conquer 
Kiryas Sefer. 

Every place and every city in Bretz 
Yisroel has its own unique sanctity and 
profound connection within the 
Torahs. This is why the twelve Shevatim 
lived in twelve distinct sections of Bretz 
Yisroel. Each tribe has its own partic­
ular area of Torah in which it excels, and 
therefore is 1neant to possess the por­
tion of Bretz Yisroel that relates to that 
section of Torah9. 

I "Kaleiv said, 'I will give Achsa, 
my daughter, for a wife to whoev-

] er attacks and conquers Kiryas 

I
i Sefer! Asniel ben Kenaz, brother of 

Kaleiv, captured it ... " ( Yehoshua 

I 
15,16-17). 
Prior to this event, the Navi 

6 Rav Chiya bar Abba said to Rav Assi, "V\lhy are I
' describes Kaleiv's might and mastery 
, over all his foes. He conquers city after , the birds in Bavcl fatter (than the ones in 
] city, all inhabited by the anakim Israel)?" Rav Assi replied, "Come to the desert in 
, (giants). Why would Kaleiv suddenly Gaza, and I'll show you hov.; fat they are!" 

I have trouble conquering Kiryas Sefer? Ras/1i explains that the Gen1ara is dearly affirm-

[

! If he could decimate giants, what pos- ing Gaza's status as part of Eretz Yisroel. Therefore, 

sibly could stand in his way? says the 1Zitz Eliezer, the halachos for terwna, nJaas-
The Arvei Nachal 7 (Parashas Shelach er, Shemitta and all other agricultural mitzvos relate 

to Gaza. The atonement one gets for burial in Israel 
26b) explains that successfully conquer- applies to Gaza, as well as the mitzvah of yishuv 
ing the Land of Israel does not depend Eretz Yisroel, similar to any other part of Israel. 

on brute strength or military prowess. See also Mizracl1i's commentary (Bereishis 
Rather, when Hashem created the 26,12) on Rashi, relating to Yitzchak Avinu. After 

world, the Torah served as His blueprint the Ribbono she! Glanz tells Yitzchak \vhile he 

As the Zahar says, "Histakeil beOraisa is in Gerar, located at or near Gaza, that he is 
never to leave the Holy Land (Bereisf1is 26,2-3), 

uvara alma." This means that every part Yitzchak decides to remain in Gerar. 

of this earth was created through an Apparently, Gerar and Gaza are parts of Eretz 
aspect of Torah. To take complete and Yisroel. Although Rashi on 26, 12 does say that 

permanent possession over any land, Gerar is not as esteen1ed as other parts of Eretz 
one must first study, relate to, and mas- Yisroel, it is Eretz Yisroel (Mizrachi). There are 

poskiin who disagree concerning the obligation 
ter the portion of Torah that is specif- to fulfill the agricultural mitzvos in Gaza nowa-

1 

ically tied to that portion of land. days, but their opinion is based on the tecbni-

Although this concept is true gen- cal point of whether, when Ezra Hasofer 

Lbou-t the entire world._ Eretz __ ,_e_tt_tc,_n_e_d_to_E_'retz Yi5roel to build the Second 

GAZA'S DISTINCTIVE TORAH 

CONNECTION 

G
aza is called "Aza" in Lashon 
Hakodesh. The word Aza comes 
from the root" oz," referring to 

boldness and strength in overcoming 
obstacles to spiritual growth. The 
Mishna says one should utilize azus and 
"be strong (az) as a leopard" in com­
bating the yeitzer hara (Avos 5:23 ). The 
Gemara (Beitza 25b) comments that the 
Torah was given to Kial Yisroel because 
we are azim, steadfast and tough when 
facing spiritual adversity. As the Ra/bag 
(Mishlei 31,25) says, az indicates an abil­
ity to tame one's physical desires and 
employ them for spirituality. 

The Maharal (Baba Basra 9la) 
explains that the trait of az is a vital 
component in establishing the kingdom 
of Yisroel. This is why Boaz is the fore­
runner of David Hamelech, as in" bo­
az- within him is the attribute of az." 
A king of Yisroel is obligated to use the 
midda of az as a spiritual balance for 
the wealth, beauty, honor and royalty 
- all material components - that he pos­
sesses. The melech is to be the proto­
type for appropriate use of physicality 
and the yeitzer hara. Rabbi Moshe 
Eisemann writeslO (based on many 

Bayis, he reconsecrated Gaza. Everyone agrees, 
though, that Gaza is part of the Eretz Yisroel 
described in Tanach. 

7 Cited in Rabbi Reuven Drucker's com1nentary 
to Yehoshua (ArtScroll). Sec also Rabbi Abba Tzvi 
Naiman's Landscapes of the Spirit 
(Targum/Feldheim), page 12, \vhere the Ariza/, 
Maliara/, and Chessed LeAvraha111 are mentioned 
as stating this concept. Rabbi Naiman's remark­
able book aims at determining the unique spir­
itual nature of various cities in Eretz Yisroel 

8 See Sefas Enws, Korach, 564 7, Rav Tzaddok 
Hakohein's Resisei Laila, Os 39; Sefer Chein 
Mako1n, pgs. 19-20; and Maharal on Gittin 7a. 

9 See Rav Tzaddok Hakohein, Likutei Maamari111, 
pgs. 117-118. 

10 A Pearl in the Sanl~ Essays on Shavuos and Rus, 
page 71. 

11 Oz can sometimes indicate an inappropriate 
brazenness when a person goes against normal spir­
itual boundaries, acting sinfully with chutzpa and 
a lack of shame. The very next Mishna after "be 
strong (az) like a leopard" in Avos (5:24) states, "a 
brazen person (azus pannim) goes to Geihinnon1." 
In addition, Bnei Yisroel is defined as an "am keshei 
ore[, a stubborn, stiff-necked nation" (Shenws 32,9). 



sources) that az refers to the "ability to 
generate an imposed peace, to take dis­
parate elements and meld them into a 
harn1onious whole." In our case, az is 
the ability to meld the material and spir­
itual aspects of life into one whole of 
avodas H asheml 1. 

Thus, the Land of Aza would appear 
to be a place that offers tremendous 
potential to overco1ne the yeitzer hara 
and utilize it for the service of Hashe1n. 
We arc incant to serve Ilashe1n, as 
Chazal say (Berachos 54a), "bishnei 
yitzarecha - with both your good and 
evil inclinations." We are bidden to uti-
lize our lusts and passions for physi­
cal pleasure to advance ourselves 
within the realm of Torah. We do not 

became spiritually deficient in overem­
phasizing the gashmiyus aspect in our 
lives 13. 

GAZA AND Us 

W
e are neither prophets nor sons 
of prophets. We cannot claim 
to know which of our short-

comings is responsible for the loss of 
Gaza. But this painful loss can, nonethe­
less, remind us of our needs for 
improvement in respect of those aspects 
of avodas Hashen1 that we have seen to 
be associated uniquely with Gaza. The 
Shulchan Aruch ( Orach Chaim 23 I) 
devotes an entire siman to instructing us 
on how to make every single physical act 

a service for Hashem. The silnan is enti­
tled," Shekol Kavanosav Yiheyu Lesheim 
Shamayim-All One's Intentions Should 
Be for Heaven:' An excerpt follows: 

"One's worldly pleasures should 
not be experienced with physical 
enjoyment as the goal; rather, the 
intent should be to serve Hashem ... 
even eating, drinking, walking, sitting, 
standing, conjugal relations, talking, 
and all physical needs should be done 
for the sake of Heaven." 
The Shulchan Aruch continues to 

explain that our intentions when 

faB01ch11r can find true personal attention? 
iC /;.·.;/;/>;/; 
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engaging in the physical realm should 
be to maintain our health and to enjoy 
Hashem's world in order to enable us 
to serve Him. Life lived in this way 
allows a person to be in constant serv­
ice of Hashem. In this vein, the Mishna 
Berurah there cites the Chayei Adam 
who says that it is a good practice for 
a person to state aloud before he eats 
that he is doing so in order to be 
healthy and strong to serve Hashem. 

Consequently, we should perhaps 
endeavor to have more Heavenly 
thoughts when we partake of the 
physical pleasures of this world. We can 
try to fill our days with the Shulchan 
Aruch's directives ( Siman 231) and even 
occasionally recite14 the statement of 
kavana leshein1 Shan1ayim mentioned 
by the Chayei Adam, before we eat, 
drink, or sleep. At the very least, we can 
try to improve our kavana when we 
recite berachos, which are expressions 
of gratitude to the Ribbono shel Olam 
for giving us numerous pleasures. 

SPECIAL CHARGE FOR OUR 

GENERATION 

T
he Chozeh of Lublin comment­
ed on the passuk in "Eis hes 
Chayil" (Mishlei 31,15), 

"Vatakam be' od laila vatitein terref lev­
eisa vechok lenaaroseha- She rises while 

SEPTF.MBf;R 2005 

it is still night, and gives food to her 
household, and a portion to her maid­
ens." In the era before Moshiach, the 
Ribbono shel Olam is going to give Kial 
Yisroel a tremendous amount of mate­
rial wealth. While we are still in the 
night of exile, "be'od laila," yet with­
in striking distance of morning and 
redemption, we will have an abundance 
of wealth, luxuries and food - terref­
as never before in our history. The chal­
lenge, said the Chozeh, will be how we 
utilize this gashmiyus, and whether we 
will relate to it lesheim Shamayim. 

While poverty is no stranger to our 
community, by and large, the galus we 
Jews - especially in the Gola - are expe­
riencing now conforms with the 
Chozeh's prediction. The questions we 
must ask ourselves relate to how well 
we are confronting the difficult spir­
itual demands of our era. Are we show­
ing our appreciation to Hakadosh 
Baruch Hu for the earthly bounty we 
have been granted, or are we indulging 
for indulgence's sake? Are we employ­
ing the many time-saving devices we 
possess to utilize our time to the spir­
itual maximu1n, or are we using it to 
find new gashmiyus-based pleasures? 
Are we giving enough tzeddaka, based 
on our financial means, or are we using 
our monetary gains for another 
expensive family vacation? 

We must always remember this 
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sobering statement of the Sefer 
Hachinuch15: 

"Whoever runs after earthly 
desires without any good intent. .. 
only to magnify intense pleasures 
for himself, is in violation of 'You 
should not stray after your eyes' (Lo 
sasuru acharei eineichem)." 
As we depart from Gaza, we are cut­

ting off part of who we are; it hurts 
tremendously to have a limb amputat­
ed. Perhaps this pain can inspire us 
towards regaining our complete spir­
itual identity. Surely, this will strength­
en Kial Yisroel's stronghold on all of 
Eretz Yisroel. !I!l 

13 M~ch con~ernin-g· Shimsl~~n and. his ;;J~tion~· 
ship to Aza relates to our topic. Chazal (Sota 9b) 
say that Shi1nshon's problems began in Gaza and 
that is why he received his punishment there. 
Ultimately, Shimshon's rise and fall involved the 
positive development of the yeitzer hara and its 
overextension. This is why Shin1shon comes from 
Sheivet Dan, who dwells in the north (tzafon). One 
of the na1nes of the yeitzer hara is "tzafun," mean­
ing hidden (see Sukka 52b ), associated with tza­
fon. Shi1nshon's goal was to e1nploy the yeitzer hara 
for positive, spiritual use, thereby transfonning 
its power into yeitzer hatovenergy. He went south 
in Gaza to access this yeitzer hatov, if the north 
connects to the yeitzer hara, the south is linked 
with the yeitzer hatov. See Rav Tzaddok in 
Yisroel Kedoshi111, pgs. 31-32. See also Michtav 
MeiEliyhau, Vol. 2, p. 269 and the sefer Shivtei 
Yisroe~ pgs. 309-313, by Rabbi Fishel Mael of 
Baltimore. 
14 Rabbi Yisroel Reisman mentioned in a lecture 
that there was a difference of opinion between 
Rabbi Avigdor Miller and Rabbi Avraham Pam 
concerning whether one should say before eat­
ing that he is eating lesheim Sha1nayi111. Rabbi Pam 
held that we must be honest with ourselves, and 
\VC cannot say that we are eating with Heavenly 
intent when it most likely isn't true. Rabbi Miller 
contended that it is still worthwhile to recite that 
we are eating for Heaven's sake because, even if 
it is not presently true, it keeps us conscious of 
such a goal, and one day we just might attain it. 
Rabbi Reisman suggested a compromise in 
which one would say before eating, "I know that 
I should be eating lesheitn Shama111yim." 
15 This is the Chofetz Chairn's sun1mary of the 
Chinuch See the second Biur Halacha in Shulchan 
Aruch. 

KAIKA IN lllTZ YISIOlL 
Call Rabbi Gavriel Beer for information on 
obtaining cemeteiy plots in Beth Shemesh 

and other locations in Israel. 
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··-----------------
RABBI SHLOMO WOLBE 7"T, AS REMEMBERED BY A TALMID ··-------···--- --- --;:=============c---- ----

An era of Mussar dating back to pre-War Europe came to an end with the passing of the 
Mashgiach Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe 'n in Yerushalayim this past 17 Nissan (April 26). In the 
pages that follow, we are presenting several articles that recount his impact on our 
generation from the perspectives of a ta/mid, a dedicated student of his classic work, Alei 
Shur, and a member of his family. 

RABBI YEHUDA MENDELSON 

The Inner Dimension 
"Do not eulogize me in any fash­

ion or in any place! Know that 
words of eulogy will cause me to have 
a harsher judgment in the True 
World!" (from his ethical will) 

T
he above words limit us in our 
attempt to describe something of 
the essence of Moreinu 

Hamashgiach, Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe 'n. 
Indeed, a true student of the 
Mashgiach 7"t would intuitively agree 
that there is little point in talking about 
him. Rather, he would ask himself: 
"What have I learned from him?" 
Therefore, it would be preferable to 
reflect on his unique life and his 
influence on our generation through 
his own words - all of which emanat · 

RABBI MENDELSON SERVES AS THF. Mt;"/\iAHEI, Of­

THE C.M. LEHMANN BEIS HAMUSSA« IN 

f.f.'RUSHALA YIM, AS WELL AS MENAHr:L RVCHANI 

OF YEHIVAS MISHKENOS YED!DYA (YESHIVAS 

GIVAT SHAUL), BOTH f'OUNDEIJ BY RABBI S. 

WOLBE. 

ed from his personal avodas Hashem. 
Once, when speaking to a group of 

former talmidim, he asked them: "What, 
in essence, did you learn in yeshivaf' 
After hearing their thoughts, he sealed 
the debate: "What we learned is that 
ruchniyus (spirituality) is a reality -
indeed, the essential reality!" 

The mathematicians tell us that 
even though our physical world consists 
of only three dimensions, it is possible 
to construct multi-dimensional worlds 
with different laws of nature which are 
beyond our intuitive grasp. Similarly, 
through the Mashgiach, we came to rec­
ognize and actualize an unknown 
dimension: our own penimiyus - the 
inner existence of man, which natural­
ly senses and lives in the inner spiritu­
al world of Hakadosh Baruch Hu. 

"Man discovers within himself 
new depths and heights of which he 
was unaware and which now 
become his place of spiritual resi· 

dence. He now sees the depths of 
Torah, of our wondrous world, and 
wishes to live a deep and elevated life. 
He has become a different man, 
revealing a new inner dimension, and 
his Torah and penimiyus merge 
within this dimension:' (Alei Shur, 
preface) 
1rm< )':)"'1r.i 1';"';> mm c;N\il TTI::l "One is 

helped from Above to move forward on 
the path he has chosen." It should be 
noted that the Mashgiach ':n merited 
many acts of Divine Providence in all 
of the stages of his life, and while we can· 
not give details, it is clear that his sin­
cere dedication and desire to uncover 
the inner world of Torah and penimiyus 
were assisted by the Almighty. 

Let us briefly trace his life's journey, 
highlighting the tests and travails that 
he encountered in his tireless search for 
the "inner dimension" that became the 
focus of his life and inspiration~to so 
many others. 

- .. ---·------- ------------
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IN THE BEGINNING 

F
rom early childhood, an inner long­
ing for spirituality began to devel­
op. He was wont to walk the streets 

of his birthplace, Berlin, and wonder: 
"Who created all of this?" Like many 
German Jews in the early 20th century, 
his family was distant from Yiddishkeit, 
but he quickly found his path to the 
Almighty, and was yearning for a deep­
er connection to Torah and mitzvos by 
his bar mitzva. 

He soon moved on to the Frankfurt 
Yeshiva, headed by Rabbi Yitzchak 
Breuer 7·:.r, whom he considered one of 
his important rabbe'im and often 
praised. Two years later, he moved on to 
the yeshiva in Montreux, Switzerland. 

It should be noted that every step for­
ward was acco1npanied with resistance 
and incomprehension from his home. 
But he persevered successfully. As he 
wrote to a youth many decades later: 

"Know, dear .. ., that children will 
always win over their parents if 
their will and resolution are strong. 
But never, G-d forbid, battle parents 
with chutzpa, rather with pleasant­
ness and respect. It has never hap­
pened that a parent who sees that his 
son has carefully and thoughtfully 
chosen his future path will refuse to 
acquiesce to his choice." 

TuRNING POINT 

A
shmuess by a Novaradoker pass­
ing through Montreux brought 
the Mashgiach to the Mir Yeshiva. 

A visiting Mirrer bachur, Yaakov Dovid 
Cohen ·rn, saw that Shlomo Wolbe was 
a "shontei'a," had a "listening ear," and 
that he was deeply affected by the 
shmuess. Recognizing that "Wolbe" was 
material for the Mir, he urged him to 
study there and learn under the Mirrer 
Mashgiach, Rabbi Yerucham Levovitz 7'lll, 
the towering mussar figure. «Imagine," 
said Yaakov Dovid, "the greatest physi­
cal pleasures - for example, having an 
ice crean1 or cold drink on a hot sum­
mer day, or walking through a beauti­
ful, quiet landscape. None of these 

compares to the pure physical pleasure 
of Reb Yerucham's s/11nuessen[" 

And so the "Berliner" headed for the 
backwater called Mir. 

His coming to Mir was the pivotal 
point in his life. The Mir Yeshiva had 400 
students, each great in Torah. The 
Mashgiach said that I 00 of them were 
already great roshei yeshiva! This is his 
description of this period in his preface 
to Alei Shur. 

"The author of this book - while 
still a youth - was carried by a great 
whirlwind into the presence of that 
great among giants, Admor, the light 
of our eyes, reviver of the dead with 
his lessons, Rabbeinu Yerucham 
HaLevi Levovitz ., .. ,,,, at the holy 
Mirrer Yeshiva. The author was 
small when he came, and small he 
remained, never attaining the status 
of Admors students, true geonim But 
even he was transformed, and person­
ally experienced the life-giving dew 
of the Torah and the life of a true 
•man.' From then on, he has contin­
ually strived to rejuvenate the uplift­
ing emotions of awe, joy, and inner 
holy euthusiasm that he experi­
enced in Admor's presence, and with 
his great students:' 
He never left his Rails presence, delv­

ing further into his Torah, and transmit­
ting it to a new generation through public 
study of his works, private classes of 
unpublished works, and his classic 
study of Reb Yerucham's life and 
thought, Ha'adam Bikar, which the 
title page tells us was written "by one not 
fit to be called his disciple." 

Anyone familiar with Reb Yerucham's 
thought who carefully delves into Alei 
Shur will see that it is mainly based on 
the rebbt"s derech, tailored to a new gen­
eration of students.A great scholar relat­
ed to me that in his youth, he did not 
truly grasp the lectures of the Ponevezh 
Rosh Yeshiva, Rabbi Dovid Povarsky 7":.t, 
one of Reb Yerucham's greatest 
talmidim, and he was better able to 
understand only after a period of hear­
ing and digesting the Mashgiach's 
shmuessen. 

Thus, he became the bridge for artic­
ulating the deep internal spirituality of 

a previous era to bnei Torah that only one 
or tvvo generations later were surround­
ed by materialism and hedonism. 

THE SWEDISH CRUCIBLE 

T
he gathering storm of World 
War II swept him to neutral 
Sweden, then dominated by an 

antagonistic Reform establishment and 
boasting only a handful of shomrei 
mitzvos. There were no yeshiva scholars 
in Sweden at that time, and it was a far 
cry from the atmosphere of Mir. The 
Mashgiach was 24 years old and alone. 

Upon arrival, even before finding 
lodgings, he rented a room and put up 
a sign which declared: "Beis Hamussar 
- Institute for Jewish Studies!' This 
became his beis midrash. Mussarwas the 
internal compass - to keep the spiritu­
al "north" in all of!ife's various challenges 
- not to lose direction while developing 
new capabilities. He often publicly 
declared: "The environment in Sweden 
destroyed even ehrliche rabbanim. If I had 
not learued mussar there every day, I 
would not be standing here today:' 

It is amazing that these eight years of 
forced solitude became a great spiritual 
asset, deepening his penimiyus and pow­
ers of thought. He once related that he 
committed to writing a certain shmuess 
of Reb Yerucham when he felt he under­
stood it, six years after hearing it. 

Divine Providence placed him in the 
position to save lives through neutral 
Sweden, where he worked tirelessly 
throughout the war as a conduit to fun­
nel funds from the American Vaad ha­
Hatzala to refugees in Europe, Russia and 
China. At the War's end, thousands of 
sick and downtrodden camp survivors 
reached Sweden. The Mashgiach spent 
days and nights aiding and encouraging 
them, and for many, he was the first reli­
gious Jew they had met in six years. These 
efforts culminated in the establishment 
by Rabbi Wolbe, together with Rabbi 
Wolf)acobson and his Rebbetzin, of the 
famous Lidinga Girls School. 

One year, he spent Rosh Hashana, 
with 400 deathly ill patients at a tuber­
culosis sanatorium. This, he said, was his 
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greatest Rosh Hashana. This is testimo­
ny of how, even when faced with 
extremely difficult circumstances, a 
strong living penimiyus brings a person 
even closer to the Ribbono shel Olam. 

The years in Sweden formed the basis 
for developing the Mashgiach's midda of 
1unav':'1v~N'lnl. hearing another's bur­
den, and for his acute sense of the var­
ious needs of Klal Yisroel, and the 
responsibility to fulfill them. This would 
become a major theme in his teaching 
and is the basis of the fourth section of 
Alei Shur. 

SEPTEMBER 2 0 0 5 

£RETZ YISROEL 

U
pon arriving in Bretz Yisroel in 
194 7, he returned to his beloved 
studies at the Lomza Yeshiva, 

which, in those years, was home to the 
greatest European scholars. After a 
short time, he married his rebbetzin "'M, 

the daughter of Rabbi Avraham 
Grodzinsky ?··lit, the last Mashgiach of 
the Slabodka Yeshiva. 

In the year 1949, upon the advice of 
the Chazon Ish, with whom he was very 
close, he opened Yeshivas Be' er Yaakov. 
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Together with the Gaon Rabbi Moshe 
Shmuel Shapiro, they headed the yeshi­
va for over thirty years. The first years 
were extremely difficult, and the yeshi­
va and its families suffered from dire 
poverty. The fruits of their labor, how­
ever, were great, and the yeshiva trans­
formed hundreds of bachurim into 
great talmidei chachamim and yerei 
Shamayim dedicated to the needs of Klal 
Yisroel. 

It is hard to describe the special atmos­
phere of tranquility, peace of mind, and 
total immersion in spiritual striving that 
prevailed at Yeshivas Be' er Yaakov. 
Bachurim came from out of town (no 
small feat in those days) to hear the 
shmuessen, many con1ing for the whole 
month of Elul to seek the "inner dimen­
sion;' which was especially palpable in 
the yeshiva. 

During these years, while the 
Mashgiach became a famous educator 
and tnentor, he remained a "student;' 
always seeking to serve talmidei 
chachamim. Even while remaining an 
active disciple of Reb Yerucham, he 
became close and sought the advice of 
the Chazon Ish, the Brisker Rav, Rabbi 
Eliyahu Lopian, the Steipler, and Rav 
Shach, and actively studied under Rabbi 
Yechezkel Levenstein, Rabbi E.E. Dessler, 
the Rebbe of Ozorov, Rabbi Yoel Kluft, 
and Rabbi Yitzchok Hutner 7"lll. Until 
his last years, the Mashgiach continued 
to learn from and seek counsel from great 
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talmidei chachamim. 
Indeed, he used to say that those who 

study mussarremain «young," not rest­
ing on their laurels, but continually rec­
ognizing the new challenges, new 
opportunities, and new responsibilities 
of their changing lives. 

ALEI SHUR 

T
he work with his students in the 
early years gave birth to the clas· 
sic Alei Shur, which was thirteen 

years in the writing. The book is a "guide 
for those wishing to enter the world of 
Torah and elevate themselves," by 
endeavoring to give a portrait of"the man 
of Torah .... Join me, dear friend .... Let 
us study the periods of his life and his 
avoda which are described in this sefer'' 
(preface). 

Though published anonymously in 
1966, the author quickly became well 
known. The clarity and depth of expo· 
sition of Torah principles, dissection of 
middos, and paths of avoda have made 
Alei Shur the guide book for serious 
yeshiva students and yungeleit seeking 
to discover the inner dimension of Torah 
and mitzvos. Though never sold com­
mercially, tens of thousands of copies 
have been bought by those thirsty for 
guidance. 1 

CHINUCH 

T
he Mashgiach was first and fore­
most a mechaneich (pedagogue). 
He believed in the power of chin­

uch. Chinuch is not just for children, but 
a way of life for one who strives for per­
fection. The Alter of Kelm understood 
the famous dictum: 1~Tr 'n ?v "ll'P l'ln 
nmr.>-ntr>~l'Pl'~tllas follows-Educate 
the youth according to his way, then, even 
when n1ature, he will continue to edu­
cate himself." Thus, chinuch is a process 
which the Mashgiach described as 
"planting and building" the mentsch. (See 
- Planting and Building, Feldheim, Ch. 
I, and Alei Shur Vol. II, p. 338.) 

A young mashgiach once asked him 
what he should teach his students. The 

Mashgiach answered: "You can only 
influence your students through what 
influenced you when you were 
young!" Similarly, he believed that one 
could influence young people only if 
he remembered his own youthful 
difficulties! 

Throughout his life, he was a major 
catalyst in many areas of Torah educa­
tion. Together with his colleague, the 
Slonimer Rebbe ?··Oil, he was an active 

THE WORLD OF TESHUVA 

T
he Mashgiach was one of the 
"fathers" of the Israeli teshuva 
movement. He sensed the 

change in atmosphere in the wake of 
the Six Day War that opened new pos­
sibilities of reaching estranged hearts. 
He traveled to army bases, kibbutzim, 
and secular academic institutions to 
deliver thought-provoking lectures 

HE SAW THE NEED FOR SPECIAL YESHIVOS 

FOR BAALEI TESHUVA WHEN THERE WAS 

BUT A TRICKLE OF RETURNEES. WHEN 

QUERIED ABOUT THIS, HE SAID: "You SEE 

ONLY A FEW, BUT I SEE THOUSANDS. 

PERHAPS TODAY THEY ARE STILL IN INDIA, 

BUT SOON YOU WILL ALSO SEE THEM!" 

member of Chinuch Atzmai's Vaad 
Ruchani (Spiritual Advisory Board), 
guiding it in its early stages. He organ· 
ized regular conferences for yeshiva 
mashgichim to refresh their commitment 
and discuss critical current issues and tri­
als that yeshiva students face. According 
to the Mashgiach, the true yarei 
Shamayim cannot bury his head in the 
sand and hope for the best! Rather, he 
must find the p?~ri ;nm, the proper 
"Torah antidote" that is appropriate for 
his time and place. 

Principals, teachers, mashgichim, 
counselors - all came to receive a clear 
Torah view on today's questions and 
issues. Moreinu Rabbi Elyashiv WP'""' 
directed inquiries concerning chinuch 
to "Harav Wolbe:' Individuals with 
doubts about major decisions or crush­
ing personal problems knew his 
address. For those too far away, he wrote 
thousands of carefully crafted letters, 
many in response to bachurim who 
needed personal guidance or chizuk. 

on emuna, which had a wide influence.2 
He was an advisor to the pioneers 

in this field and saw the need for spe· 
cial yeshivos for baalei teshuva when 
there was but a trickle of returnees. 
When queried about this, he said: "You 
see only a few, but I see thousands. 
Perhaps today they are still in India, 
but soon you will also see them!" In 
addition, he dedicated many hours to 
the thorny issues of baalei teshuva's 
integration into the mainstream of 
frum society, as well as other unique 
issues facing returnees (many of 
which are discussed in the work of a 

"j --The---Ma~h gi~:h 's ~f he,--Pu bfr~hed--:,-:;~k--;-~e re 
meant to address perceived needs for guidance on 
today's important and difficult issues. Such was 
the Hadracha for Chassani1n, which broke new 
ground, ()r Lashav for batllei teshuva, and 
Planting and Building for parents. These are not 
handbooks; rather, they clarify the important issues 
that face us and provide road signs for our own 
personal growth. 

2 These were subsequently published in Olarn 
Hayedidus. 
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i The Mashgiach spoke many times, 
especially in the Beis Hamussar, about 
the obligation of every Jew to dedicate 
time to kiruv. He was the "living spir­
it" of Lev L'Achim's program to send 
out avreichim one night a week for this 
purpose, and he regularly attended 
their conferences, even at a very 
advanced age, in order to spread this 
1nessage. 

THE MVSSAR IMPERATIVE 

Rr
tiring fro1n Be'er Yaakov in 

1982, he moved to Givat Shaul 
n Yerushalayim. He was 

already saying regular shmuessen in the 
Mir Yeshiva, and soon after his 
arrival, he gave weekly shmuessen in 
Yeshivas Kol Torah . He continued 
these talks for over twenty years. 

But his main objective was to 

Call me today for the attention you deserve. 

(718) 268·1700 

Martin Levy 
1 03-20 METROPOLITAN AVENUE 
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MARTINLEVY@ALLSTATE.COM 

Call for a free quote. 
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Kavod Haniftar with Mesiras Nefesh and compassion for the bereaved family. 
TAHARAS HANIFTAR SHOULD NEVER BE COMMERCIALIZED 

-1 
open a Beis Hamussar dedicated to 
spreading 1nussar education and 
awareness to a wide audience. 
"Vaadim," shiurin1 on Chumash and 
musssar and hashkafa classics, and 
mussar study highlighted and actual­
ized unfortunately neglected areas of 
avodas Hashem such as tefilla, middos, 
yiras Shamayim, and 11:m7 c;~ 1'~ 
(interpersonal relations). The 
Mashgiach used to say: "You have come 
to Beis Hamussar to hear things that 
otherwise would not be discussed." 

Hundreds felt important changes 
in their lives through mussar study at 
the Beis Hamussar. Mussar, indeed, is 
about change: changing long-held 
perspectives and entrenched priori­
ties in an ongoing fashion. The abil­
ity to change is the hallmark of a baal 
mussar - he is free of the chains of 
habitual performance. 

The Mashgiach often commented 
that he failed to understand how tefilla 
could become rote. A person is always 
changing, as does his relationship with 
the Ribbona shel Olam. Hence, no two 
tefillas are alike. He once told a stu­
dent that he avoided Mincha Ketana 
because of its proximity to Maariv. 
What would be new in the second 
tefilla right after the first? 

At the age of 80, he still felt new 
obligations, and decided to open a 
yeshiva - Yeshivas Givat Shaul (now 
renamed Mishkenos Yedidya in his 
memory: "Yedidya" = Shlomo, see 
Menachas 53a) to renew his connec-
tion with a new, young generation, and 
to educate them towards an elevated 
Torah life. For over ten years, he 
worked tirelessly with bachurim to find 
for themselves, through Torah, tefilla 
and mussar, their inner dimension. 

What defines a great man? A great 
man brings out the greatness of 
those in his proximity. This was true 
of the Mashgiach 7''llt. His petira 
brings to an end an era of mussar, but 
has also sparked a renewed interest in 
mussar study throughout Bretz 
Yisroel. Just as a wave lifts up the water 
in concentric rings, so his influence 
continues to spread through Kial 

------Yisroel. ___J 
22 ._ _______________ ---- --------



"-"--"-"-""---"--"--~"---"-""--~--

RABBI SlllOMO WOl.BE. '>"t, AN APPRECIATION BY A STU.DENT .. pf' ALEI SHUR 

MENACHEM SHREIBMAN 

Not a Ta/mid, But a Mislameid* 
=,,,, 11'MtW:l rn;rc,"1) ~=,~ tl>:l1 

"Many are the agonies of the wicked, but 
as for one who trusts in Hashem, kind­
ness surrounds him" (Tehillim 32, 10). 

At a question and answer session for 
mechanchim (Torah educators), the 
Mashgiach of Be' er Yaakov, Rabbi 
Shlomo Wolbe ., .. ,,,, was asked: "V\lhat 
does one tell a child who asks, 'Why do 
young adults and children die from ill" 
ness or accidents?"' To my recollection, 
the Mashgiach paused for a moment and 
said: "And what does one tell an adult?" 

The Mashgiad1 paused again, and then 
said: "The question is based on the mis­
taken perception that the purpose oflife 

And timeless, as decades later, I find 
deep solace and strength in recalling the 
Mashgiach's saying those words. The 
Mashgiach's presence and active giving 
in our generation were nothing less than 
a monumental gift from Hashem that will 
live on in our hearts and lives long after 
the Mashgiach has been physically 
removed from us. We, as receivers of his 
books, his oratory, his letters, his person­
a] guidance, his companionship in all sit" 
uations, arc truly grateful. 

"From all my teachers I grew wise" 
( Tehillim 119,99). 

is to experience worldly pleasures:' The On a visit to the United States, the 
Mashgiach paused yet again, and rl1en con" Mashgiach asked the Be' er Yaakov alum" 
eluded: "The Mashgiach of Mir, Reb ni gathered: "Of all the lessons learned 
Yerucham Levovitz ?·1,comn1ented as fol- in Be' er Yaakov, which would you say is 
lows on Iyov's words of iro ovn the most basic and i1nportant?" 
l"lV?rw;n-'HashemgaveandHashemtook He went around the room and lis" 
away: Before one can ask,'Whydid Hashem tened carefully to each person's 
take away?' he must first ask regarding the response, but none of the answers sat" 
first part of the passuk, 'Why did Hashem isfied him. Finally, he revealed to those 
give?' For there is never any taking away present what he was searching for: the 
without a giving that precedes it:' cultivating of the quality of" hislamdus 

How priceless and timeless was his (self"teaching)." 
response! Priceless, in the richness of con- When the story was told over to me 
tent. In a few short moments, he reached by one of those present, I felt devastat-

missing something very important. I 
wanted so much to learn how to be a 
"mislameid." Little did l know that in the 
very process of"yearning to learn;' I was 
already a" mislamcid," and that through 
the yearning would come the learning. 

1l'l:l' .,, '>llnml 

"Your right hand has grasped me:' 

What separates Alci Shur from other 
sefarin1? Most sefarim, as compilations 
of Torah chiddushim, are not written to 
the reader, but rather for the reader to 
process alone. Alei Shur is a hand out" 
stretched: "Come with me, my dear read" 
er, as I take you to an exciting place of 
growth, of realization, of destiny. And 
throughout our journey, lam with you, 
talking ta you!" When, as a youngster of 
eighteen, I sensed the Mashgiach's hand 
outstretched between the lines on the 
pages, I took hold of that hand. Since that 
time, I have never let go. And, by the grace 
of Hashem, neither has he. 

"lJ):I '1Tf.lN m ')n1ll)11!I irrnn t&t'J 
"Had Your Torah not been my preoc­
cupation, then I would have perished in 
my afflictions" (Tehillim 119, 92). 

into the world of both the adult and the ed. Having never learned at Be' er But what a surprise awaited me: the 
child, teaching us how to assess life, the Yaakov, my kesher (bond) with the very first chapter, which deals with Torah 
purpose of life, and demonstrating the Mashgiach was primarily through his sefer study! 
prevalence of goodness and the second" A/ei Shur. The chapter on "hislamdus' "Torah precedes mussar! Torah is 
ary position of suffering. He taught us not had been difficult and abstract to me, and life! The study of Torah is not pur" 
only gratitude, but gratitude in the face I did not understand it. I felt like I was suit of pleasure, but rather the crit" 
of pain. Not only that Hashem is "there:' ical oxygen of the spirit, without 
but how to live with a penetratingly con- 'R~iatedt~;- th~·;;~-;;;;·hi.~i~n1d~-;;;;-(sel-f-t~~d;-;;--;g), which there is no life! The study of 
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alone, but on the crisis of survival 
itself, regardless of whether it is easy 
or difficult!" 

tation of spiritual pleasure without the 
prerequisite of mu-o TTCil- a Torah direc­
tive: I 1nust learn because it is my lifel 

This was not a coddling hand-hold­
ing. This was a true father, preparing his 
child lovingly, but firmly, for the reali­
ty of life itself: There can be no expec-

Contrast this lesson with those who 
use the Mashgiach 'n as a "modern" rab­
binic sonrce that prohibits a parent or 
teacher from striking a child. As crucial 

•\(\) ·, , ... \Iii • 
accep~ing 
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as not striking is in onr generation, it still 

1

1 
remains on the outer periphery. A child 
swamped in present-day parental love, , 
never struck, always cared for, may still 
find himself woefully unprepared for the 
reality of life. For he doesn't know that 
he must reach beyond immediate com-
fort and pleasure; indeed, he doesn't 
know how to stretch out his hand. The 
Mashgiach '"1, as a true father fignre, car-
ries us far beyond merely not striking: 
"The realm of true pleasure is reached 
only through the passport of 'I must 
study Torah!' The pleasure follows, but 
it cannot be an end in itselfl The goal is 
life itself]" 

Such was the hand outstretched in the 
very first chapter of Alei Shur! 

1"M wn ':l ~ '111'1 °m itnm mm 
"Hold fast to discipline, do not let go. 
Guard it, for it is your life" (Mishlei 4,13). 

Perhaps no other topic is laid out so 
dearly in Alei Shur as is the study of mus­
sar. Studying mussar incorrectly is 
potentially outright destructive. Walking 
away from a mussar session feeling 
depressed means I'm doing it wrong. 
Beating up on myself for my faults and 
my sins is not learning mussar at all. I 
may need to spend years becoming aware 
of my positive strengths before I even 
have the tools to begin to correct my 
shortcomings. There exists no hope quite 
like the hope of discovering self­
strength, and no joy quite like the joy of 
utilizing that strength to improve 
myself. 

Even as I learn to know and accept 
myself as I am, I must be in a constant­
ly changing mode, modifying, adjusting, 
refining. Sameness is worse than medi­
ocrity; it is the ultimate dropping-out­
of-life itself. And the most difficult pill 
to swallow: basic mentschlichkeit precedes 
mussar. If I struggle with outbursts of 
temper, if my impulses repeatedly lead 
me to say or do hurtful things, if I react 
easily without thinking, I cannot call 
myself a "baal mussar." I must first 
become a mentschl. 

Now, I was not only not a talmid, I 
was not even a baal mussar. What was 
I? A struggling human being who need- I 
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ed to acknowledge reliance on Hashem 
and on a mashgiach to find the next step, 
to learn how to live just today, and just 
a little better than yesterday. To learn how. 
A 1nislameid! 

·--im~tu 
"Although I walk [in the valley ... ]" 
(Tehillim 23,4). 

So many other lifelines in A/ei Shur. 
On davening, on being a friend, on faith, 
on kindness, on fear, on e1npathy- each 
chapter a veritable wellspring, a source 
oflife. But now with the petira (passing) 
of the Mashgiach 7"!, I needed to pass 
through all those chapters, and go all the 
way to the chapter on death itself. For 
the Mashgiach prepared us for every sit­
uation, teaching us how to approach it, 
and how t>. lize our personal destiny 
within the ci-.. -e. And in the finali­
ty of his writint;. . ieath, his gift of 
serenity was truly revealed! 

Hundreds of times during his life did 
I read the letter a father writes to his chil­
dren to comfort them that he is no longer 
there. All of us had a sense who the father 
writing the letter really was. Indeed, all 
of us had a sense that our very relation­
ship with the Mashgiach was being 
defined to us in sweeping finality: we were 
his children! 

But few of us were prepared for the 
exercise he assigns the bereaved: to replace 
the departed with someone else, thus 
finding comfort and solace. How can one 
replace his irreplaceable wisdom, love, 
sincerity and shining countenance? Yet, 
he challenges us in the letter, hinting to 
us that if we truly received what he has 
given us over the years, we will find the 
means to fill in the void today. 

And then something inside of me 
begins to understand and to be b'"'c­
ful: I am the source of my own com­
fort! I have been transformed. I 1-

been humbled. I have bec0nv " per­
son endowed with strc..5rh, with the 
capacity to improve and to change. I 
have become a person who can reach 
out and extend my hand to others, to 
love others as he loved me. I begin to 
be comforted! 

An Encounter with 
Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe ?11~ 

OR. MEIR WIKLER 

A
pproximately twenty years 
ago, during a trip to Bretz 
Yisroel, I visited the Lakewood 

East Yeshiva in Yerushalayim, hoping 
to meet Rabbi Wolbe ?"lit. I was direct­
ed to the front of the beis midrash, 
where I found him hunched over a 
sefer. 

"May I ask the Mashgiach a ques­
tion in hashkafa?" I asked gingerly, not 
knowing what to expect. 

Rabbi Wolbe looked up and 
smiled broadly, which put me at ease 
immediately. "! don't know if I can 
answer it for you;• he replied with a 
twinkle in his eye, "but you may feel 
free to ask:' Then he rose and escort -
ed me out into the hallway to afford 
me more privacy. 

"I am a psychotherapist;' I hegan, 
"and I fully understand and believe 
that all refuos come from Hashem. 
Sometimes, however, if I make an 
especially insightful interpretation or 
effective intervention during a coun­
seling session, I find it difficult to sup­
press a feeling of pride that wells up 
inside of me. Intellectually, I know that 
I deserve no credit for my work. At 
such moments, however, I am unable 

wn >rn rJJd7 
"For the sake of my brothers and my 
comrades ... " (Tehillim 122,8). 

As I attended the gathering of 
talmidim in New York at th- · · ,e/oshim 
(marking thirtV r , oL .J passing), 

'.· .:;ngs moP"' .. ,. · . ily set in. 1 felt 
like an intruci"'~ 1 

l.T lf'' _din Be' er 
~' .Jl oelong. So1nehow, 
,uough, I knew that this time I would 
discover that I truly do belong. And some­
how, through the sharing of the 
talmidim who spoke, that turning point 
came for me. One of the speakers, a 
ta/mid of almost 40 years, stood up and 
addressed us all:" Tyerer brieder- Dear 
brothers:' It was then that I realized that 
though I was not a talmid, not even a baa/ 

to maintain the proper feelings of 
anivus (humility)." 

Rabbi Wolbe waited patiently 
until I had finished speaking. He nod­
ded slowly with his head bent and a 
serious expression on his face, as ifhe 
was weighing every word he was about 
to say. 

"I'm very sorry:) he said softly. urm 
afraid I really cannot help you with 
that .... You see, I find that I have the 
same problem, myse!e' 

Rabbi Wolbe then went on to share 
with me that he had studied psychol­
ogy with Piaget in France. At times, 
when counseling a bachurin yeshi­
va, he would use some psychological 
approach, technique or insight, 
which usually had the desired result. 
At those times, he disclosed to me, he 
encountered the same personal chal­
lenge I had presented to him. 

Rabbi Wolbe said he could not help 
me. As a result of that short exchange, 
however, his anivus and ahavas 
Yisroel inspire me to this day. 

DR. MEIR WUCLER. PSYCHOTHERAPIST ANO 

FAMILY COUNSELOR, LIVES JN BROOKLYN, NY. 

HE IS A FREQUENT CONTRIBUTOR TO THl':SF. 

PAGES. 

mussar, barely a mislameid, that all of us 
in that room had been together blessed 
with a person who truly cherished and 
loved us as a father, leaving us for always 
the gifts he had bestowed upon us. In that 
moment of brotherhood, 1 felt I 
belonged. And in the spirit of brother­
hood, A/ei Shur is still there, timelessly 
ready to reach for a new brother, if only 
he possesses a hand outstretched and a 
heart "yearning to learn how to." 

So come with me, my dear reader .... 2 

And thus shall a light shine upon 
your paths forever. With love, your 
father .... 3 !l!J 

r·See-Alei Sh~~2,--pg.--J'84--;;To-be ~ .. M~·;1ts~h:;-- ... 
2 Alei Shur l, pg. 8 

3 Alei Shur l, pg. 305, rough translation 

'---~ -----------------------------
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RABBI SHLOMO WOLBE o"t, AS RECALLED BY A GRANDSON 

·--·--·--·---···---;========= 

ELIEZER WOLBE 

Rabbi Yeruchmn Lehot'itz, 'J"::H, 
the prime force in the spiritual, 
development of Rabbi \Volbc, 7"~. 

Mv Grandfather, The Mashgiach ?"t 
AN ERA COME TO A CLOSE 

W
ith the petira of my revered 
grandfather, the Mashgiach, 
Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe 7"lll, an 

era, referred to by many as that of pre· 
war Europe, came to a close. 1'he 
Mashgiach personified the monumen · 
tal stature of the previous generation: a 
generation he spoke so much about, a 
world he never ceased to recall, and 
gedolim whose image he would constant· 
ly try to envision. He told of the 
Shabbos he spent in Kamenitz, and the 
kiss he received from Reb Boruch Ber at 
his departure. He recalled the beracha he 
had said upon seeing Reb Chaim Ozer, 
and the cup of tea with which this gadol 
honored him. 

Most outstanding of all was the 
renewed life he acquired in the Mir 
Yeshiva in Poland, ignited by Rabbi 
Yerucham Levovitz, the famed 
Mashgiach of Mir, whose every word he 
cherished. He repeated many times an 
episode that he experienced upon arriv· 
ing at the Mir Yeshiva. 

After being introduced to his room· 
mates, one of them said, "How old do 
you think I am?" 

My grandfather looked at him and 
said, "You must be 29 or 30 years old." 

The bachur responded, "I may look 
30 years old, but in reality, I am three 
years and two months old." 

"Three years and two months old?!" 
asked my grandfather. 

ELIEZER WOLBE l.IVF.S IN YE:RUSHAl.AYIM, 

WHERE HE LEARNS IN THF. KOLLt:I. OF THE MIRRER 

YESHIVA. 

"Yes," he answered, "three years 
and two months ago I first met Reh 
Yerucham, and from that moment, my 
life began anew." 
Reb Yerucham infused new life into 

his talmidim, and used his incredible 
genius to illuminate the hidden depths 
of life and its challenges. 

My grandfather would constantly 
repeat how it's essential to have a rebbi 
at all times. In addition to those men· 
tioned elsewhere in this issue, he was, in 
his later years, particularly close to his 
uncle, Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky, who 
constantly assisted and directed him. 
Until his last day, the Mashgiach made 
sure to have a rebbi. 

A CHANGE IN KLAL YISROEL 

R
eferring to his years in Europe, the 
Mashgiach would often remark 
that although in those days there 

weren't as many yeshiva bachurin1 as 
today, there were many more gedolim. In 
every shtetl, there was a gadol, a Yid who 
knew Shas and poskin1, and was a true 
oveid Hashem. 

Rabbi C'hatzkel Levenstein once 
asked my grandfather, "How many Jews 
do you think were killed in the 
Holocaust?" 

My grandfather, puzzled by the 
question, answered, "Everyone says six 
niillion." 

Reh Chatzkel responded, "No! The 
entire K!al Yisroel was destrayed. Is this 
the Klal Yisroel we knew?" 
With the passing of the Mashgiach, 

we lost one more link to the era of 

---- ·----·------·-----

Kial Yisroel of old. 

FILLING THE VOID 

S
imultaneously, however, a new era 
began. His passing started an era of 
searching, an era of building, an era 

of filling the void ... a void so immense. 
While the Mashgiach encapsulated the 
greatness of the previous generation, he 
still understood the challenges of our gen· 
eration to the most minute detail. 

Recognizing the tremendous change 
in the world after the War, the 
Mashgiach cleverly combined the wisdom 
of old into lessons applicable to a new 
generation. He felt that the constantly 
developing technology was partly 
responsible for our generation's short­
comings, since technology creates much 
katnus (small-mindedness) within us. To 
illustrate this, he would describe a 
scene of a person walking. Suddenly, he 
sees a beautiful sunset atop spectacular 
mountains, a sight truly worth remem­
bering. Instead of gazing into the won· 
ders of Hashem's creation, marveling at 
His infinite wisdom, and absorbing His 
greatness (as the Rambam in Yesodei 
Ha Torah 5,2 advises is the way to attain 
ahavas Hashem), he pulls out a camera, 
snaps a picture and moves on. This exam­
ple of katnus is a direct product of today's 
modern world. 

The world at large tends to become 
more and more superficial, and unfor­
tunately, this seeps into the Torah com· 
munity, as well. People find that what's 
important to them is what people say 
about them. They base most of their deci-
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I sions on what people will think. A per- tools to develop his perfection. Many Beis Hamussar would be continued 1

1 

son focusing on what others will say will would come to hear a discourse (as the (albeit without its founder and father). 
never realize that he's here in this world Mashgiach delivered weekly for many I feel that there is no greater way to 
as a messenger to fulfill his purpose in years), or simply to learn from the var- elevate my grandfather's neshama than 
the creation. ious sifrci mussar in a quiet place. by attempting to spread what was most 

DEFINING ONE'S MISSION 

T
o co1nbat such katnus, the 
Mashgiach ingrained in his 
talmidim that they should be 

anashin1 penhniiln, internal people, as 
opposed to anashiln chitzoniim, super­
ficial people. He continuously tried to 
elevate his talmidin1 to their utn1ost 
potential, while himself demonstrating 
what the true ben aliya (a person striv­
ing for growth) looks like. In essence, that 
is the purpose of his famed masterpiece 
-Alei Shur- to illustrate how a ben Torah 
behaves in all areas and times of life. He 
taught that every person must look into 
himself to find his unique kochos 
(strengths), with which he can help con­
tribute to elevate Kial Yisroel. 

Baruch Hashem, he was able to guide 
disciples who today fill roles across the 
spectrum of Orthodox Jewry in all parts 
of the world, among them roshei yeshi­
va, mashgichim, rabbanim, and many 
ehrliche baalei battim (laymen of integri­
ty). He more than once praised the hon­
esty of a specific talmid's business 
dealings, saying, "He expresses more 
emuna in his business than I derive from 
Chovas Halevavos.'' 

THE MISSION HE INSPIRES 

S
ince my grandfather's petira, many 
have felt the urge to understand, fol­
low, and adopt his ways. To create 

within ourselves an inner world of 
meaning, however, is not a simple task. 

The Beis Hamussar held a very spe- precious to him: elevating Kial Yisrael. 
cial place in the Mashgiach's heart, which That would be up to the readers of these 
can be seen from what he wrote in his lines - to join in creating in one's own 
tzava'a (ethical will). While asking that shul, kehilla, or workplace a mussar 

opportunity.' no eulogies be said, he still had one 
request - that the funeral should leave 
from the front of Beis Hamussar, and that 
it should be publicly announced that the 

* Fo-~·;ssist~~-~ce i~--~uch a~ cnd;~~or, z~-~ cai~--~~n­
tact 800-550-3070, or in Jerusalen1 at 02-537-1005 
or baishainussar@gmail.com 

It hu
1
rts oc II 
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• 
It hurts 

It feels better just to talk about it. That's 
why we're here. Our staff is made up of 

caring and sensitive individuals. Together, 
we can help you explore your options. We 
can refer you to recognized professionals 

for counseling, legal advice or help in 
finding a safe environment. We can also 
put you in touch with some very special 

Rabbis. But in order for us to reach out to 
you, you must first reach out to us. 

Confidential Hotline 1.888.883.2323 
(Toll Free) 

718.337.3700 

This was what pushed my grandfa­
ther to start his Beis Hamussar. A beis 
hamussar is a place designated to facil­
itate introspection. A place where a per­
son can escape unyielding distractions, 
and contemplate what his purpose in the 

(NYC Area) worldis,whathisshortcomingsarethat Do it for yourself. 
J ~:i~~st overcome, and what unique Do it for your children. Shelom1'<kFo<ernoSOl(c)(311heotoblemgeooo>>00 
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BARBARA 0LEVITCH 

Grandparents at Risk 
There is a widening gap between 

Torah-observant Jews and their 
less observant loved ones in the 

kinds of choices that they make about 
medical care. 

Torah-observant Jews can write 
Halachic Living Wills, available from 
Agudath Israel of America, to assure 
that their medical choices are made 
according to halacha, and if they are 
fortunate enough to live in a place that 
has a Jewish hospice under Orthodox 
auspices, they can rest assured that 
every detail of their care will be car­
ried out in consultation with knowl­
edgeable rabbis. 

But Jews who do not fully identi­
fy with the Orthodox community do 
not see the need for these special 
arrangements. 

For baalei teshuva, this poses great 
difficulties, since our loved ones may 
be following mainstream America in 
their health care choices. I found out the 
hard way just how treacherous the sit­
uation is. 

BARBARA A. 0LEVITCH, PH.DIS A CLINICAL PSY­

CHOLOGIST SPECIALIZING IN THE TREATM~:NT 01' 

THE SERIOUSLY MEN'IAU.Y ILL. SHE IS THE 

AUTHOR OF USING COGNITIVE APPROACHES 

wrrH 'THF.5ERIOUS1.Y MENTAl,/,Y /Ll.(PRAF.GF.R. 

1995) ANO PROTECTING PSYCHIATRIC PATUSNTS 

AND OTHERS FROM THE Ass1srr:o-SutcJDE 

A SENIOR PATIENT'S 

IMPETUOSITY 

Two years ago, when I left the bed­
side of my 89-year-old mother in a 
Florida nursing home for just a few 

days to go home and spend Shavuos with 
my husband and son, she signed herself into 
a hospice. She lasted nine days after that. 

She had had pneumonia and was in 
rehabilitation, but she had not yet been 
weaned from her respirator. I knew she 
could request to have it taken off, but I had 
been told that such requests would be 
turned over to her pulmonologist, and I 
knew that he would work with her to reas­
sure her that although she was progress­
ing very slowly, she was moving in a 
favorable direction. 

But I was unaware that someone 
might have been talking to her about sign­
ing herself into a hospice. I did not know 
that hospices had expanded well beyond 
the population of cancer patients who used 
to constitute the majority of their patients. 
Little did I know that any doctor's opin­
ion that a person might die in six months 
as a result of his medical condition was a 
legitimate reason for a hospice referral. 

THIS TIME IT WAS DIFFERENT 

MovEMENr(PRAEGER. 2002). THE AeovE ART!- In a nursing home where it once took an 
CLE IS WRITTEN LE'tLLUI NISH MAS SARA BAS entire week to get a physician's order for I ,. """"'"' --------------a-s-to_o_l softener, I certainly never expect-

ed anything at all to happen quickly. But 
this time it was different. They bypassed 
her pulmonologist and managed to sched­
ule a hospice interview, a medical evalu­
ation, and a psychiatric evaluation for my 
discouraged and confused mother all with­
in a day and a half after I left. 

There were other times that I had been 
able to extricate my mother from situations 
where medical personnel had given up on 
her, but from the hospice, it wasn't possi­
ble.Right-to-die activists have succeeded in 
making the decision to refuse all life-sustain­
ing treatment seem not ouly culturally accept­
able, but even mature and responsible. A 
relative like myself who wishes to save the 
life of a loved one is regarded as selfishly 
imposing her own values upon the patient. 

At the hospice, they refused to consider 
that the circumstances of her signing in had 
changed. She had thought that she was stuck 
with the ventilator, but she actually was not. 
After a few days, it became clear that she was 
breathing without it They refused my request 
to try to wake her up and tell her that she 
had survived getting off of the ventilator and 
ask her, with this new information, if she 
wanted food and fluids and her Albuterol 
and any of her other treatments. 

Although I would have tried to pro­
tect her life even if we had been at a point 
where the reasons were purely religious, 
we were very far from such a situation, 
as far as I was concerned. All of my objec­
tions, however, were perceived as 
grounded in my own religious beliefs, 
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and therefore worthless. Such is the 
power of the death culture. 

THE SHULCHAN ARUCH'S 

CAUTIONARY GUIDELINES 

F
rom this dark situation, we can see 
a complete confirmation of Torah. 
In the Shulchan Aruch, it explains 

that, when talking to a patient who faces 
immediate death, even the critically 
important suggestion to say" Vidui (con­
fessional prayer)" must be ever so tactful. 
We are even told how to reassure him. We 
can say that many say" Vidui;' but don't 
die, and many die without saying" Vidui:' 
This emphasis on keeping hope alive even 
at the last moment has been totally vio­
lated by our culture, with disastrous results. 
The blunt insistence of the right-to-die 
moven1ent on creating categories ofter­
n1inal illness, such as a six-month prog­
nosis so that people can make their 
"decisions" - in spite of the clinical real­
ity that these categories in fact predict mor­
tality very poorly- has broken the hearts 
of the sick and of their families. 

How beautiful that in Judaism, we still 
appreciate that the psychology of man 
is delicate, and we hold ourselves 
accountable if we speak to a patient with­
out regard to the effect of our words. 

The clumsy handling of the sick by 
the right-to-die movement has had 
paralicLing psychological effects. Sick peo­
ple and their families are encouraged to 
constantly ask themselves the wrong 
questions, questions that make them mis­
erable. Expecting to eventually reach an 
intolerable state, they feel it is their job 
to continually reexamine whether they 
have reached it yet. Nothing could be less 
desirable from the standpoint of stress 
management or pain manage1nent. 

THE "THREAT" OF LONGEVITY 

although it is forbidden to us, is a level­
headed, desirable, modern convenience. 
This is an illusion. The right-to-die advo­
cates have a seemingly level-headed way 
of speaking, but in actuality, they have 
fallen prey to a mass phobia regarding 
life-sustaining medical treatments, and 
an irrational fear that if we try to sus­
tain those with long-term illnesses, we 
will be faced with complete economic 
breakdown. 

A Torah perspective makes us skepti­
cal of this unquestioned vision of econom­
ic collapse, the horrible prospect that 
Hashem would design things in such a way 
that we would have to choose between sav­
ing the ill or sustaining ourselves. 

How fortunate we are to have our 
Jewish perspective! Being forbidden to 
hasten death is a great blessing. It frees 
us from tl1e terrible psychological bur­
den of constantly assessing whether it is 
time to give up. American families are 
making frightening medical decisions that 
they are not prepared to make. They are 
being advised by health care workers who 
are trained in a right-to-die mentality, and 
the families do not know whom to trust. 
In contrast, we have expert rabbaninz 
whom we can consult, vvho are familiar 
with critical illness and know if more can 
be done for our relatives, and when it is 
appropriate to do it. 

THE REWARDS OF 

PROMOTING LIFE 

W
e are told that when Pharaoh 
commanded that Jewish 
male infants be killed, 

Yocheved and Miriam and the other 
midwives disregarded his command to 
kill the infants, and also that they let the 
infants live. The Or Hachaim explains 
that this means that they took the extra 
step of bringing food and water to make 
absolutely sure that the infants lived, 
because if a baby happened to die, it 
might be thought that they had followed 
Pharaoh's command and killed the 
infant. We are told that because the mid­
wives feared Hashem, He gave them 
great families of their own. Yocheved 
gave birth to Moshe Rabbeinu. 

We are living in a time when it is 
important for us to resist the passive 
euthanasia going on around us, and 
even, like Yocheved and Miriam, to 
undertake special efforts on behalf of 
the sick. To save our elderly in these 
dangerous times, we 1nust watch 
them very carefully. By consulting our 
rabbaniln and making sure that we 
abide by halacha, by taking good care 
of our sick as long as we can, and by 
keeping them as happy as we can, may 
we have the merit of setting an 
example for others. lliJ 

For careful attention to your 
individual needs, call us today! 

(845) 354-8445 



OHEL helps change 
the direction of life 
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t are middle-class parents to do 
uitions tend to be in excess of 
rthodox laymen in Lawrenc 

several 
media. 
$9,000."* 

tive possibilities of r 

n they are blessed with four - or seven - or ten children, and the 
00 per student- and, in some schools, more than $10,000 for each? 

Island - an upper-middle-class suburb in the Five Towns - explored 
· eir tuition load, and their ideas proved newsworthy in the Jewish 
en it comes down to it, instead of $40,000 a year, [my bill] could be 

Their initi _ a small nuf1J~'" of Orthodox students to enroll in public;schools, and then 
rent space after -w ere hey would recelve religious instruction from privately hired f;ichers. 

When the public expressed interest in these ideas, they proposed a bolder plai;J":; •• ~~ ~"fve students study 
Jewish topics for half of the day at their private schools, and then be bussed to the public schools for the remain­
der of the day's instruction in a special track. Another suggestion would have public school teachers brought 
into the Jewish schools to provide secular instruction during. the second half of the day. 

While the proposals were conceived as a progressive desfgn for money-saving use of available resources, it 
struck some people as a regressive, precipitous plunge intd the quagmire of Jewish education along the lines 
of the afternoon Talmud Torah schools in the early-and mid-20th century. But a need creative 
action does exist. 

RABBI ARYEH ZEV G!NZBERG 

co11eCltve Tears 
THE PULSE BEAT OF JEWRY 

I
t is not often that a local news item 
captures the attention of the Jewish 
media throughout the country. A 

story in the community newspaper in the 
Five 10wns area recently stirred even peo­
ple who have never responded in writ­
ing before to take pen in hand and tell 
the world at large how deeply they feel 
about this matter. 
-------
RABBI G!NZBERG, FOlJNDfN{.; HA V OF OHR 

MOSHE TORAH INSTITUTE IN thu,CREST, NY, IS 

The issue, of course, is an explosive what the primary focus of the 
one. Several parents, overwhelmed by the Knessia should be, in view of the myr-
rising cost of yeshiva tuition, have sug- iad problems facing the community 
gested a possible alternative of provid- at large. 
ing their children with public school After several suggestions were 
education while supplementing their reli- made, the saintly Chafetz Chaim?---:n 
gious instruction in some patched-on arose to speak. He began with a para-
format. The reactions range from com- ble: A person was in a serious acci-
plete shock to one of resigned agreement. dent and was severely wounded in 
In truth, the worst reaction of all would many places. He was brought to the 
be one of indifference. hospital, and a team of doctors was 

At the first Knessia Gedo/ah trying to decide what to treat first. 
(International Congress of Agudath A senior doctor interrupted, "The first 
Israel), held in Vienna in I923, the thingwehavetodoischeckhispulse. 

CURRENTLY RAV OF THE CHOFETZ Cl-lAJM TORAH 

CENTEI~ oF CEnARHVRsT {LoNG ISLAND), NEw opening session, attended by Gedolei If iCs beating, we can proceed. But if 
YoRK. Hi-: 1s A FnEQln;NT coNTR1s1.1ToR To Hadorof that era, met to determine there is no pulse, there's really no 

, mrn• ""'' point in deliberating at all:' 

L_·_--_-________ ---- ~ ~°'" '" ''~'""m '"'"' o; -- - ---~he Chofet~hai~continued~1 
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"The chinuch of our children is the 
very pulse of Kial Yisroel. We have to 
check that first. If it's stable and 
strong, then we can worry about 
everything else. But if that's no 
good, then there's really nothing else 
to talk about:' 

Consequently, the majority of 

KARKA IN lRlTZ YISROlL 
Ca!! Rabbi Gavriel Beer for information on 
obtaining cemetery plots in Beth Shemesh 

and other locations in Israel. 

011-972-2-656-9427 

TRAVELING 
OVERSEAS? 

LOWEST RATES IN ISRAEL & EUROPE 

• CeUphone Rental tor over 150 countries 

• NaUonwkfe delivery available 

• Yoke mail & text messaging 

• SateUlte phones available 

• Fax&datas«Vice 

• ltemiZed blU 

• ca11walling 

• catlerJD 

877.CELL PHONE 
877.235.5746 

UK: 0.800.594.2355 •Israel: 053.572.900 
www.travelcelJ.com 
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the resolutions that emerged from 
that conclave dealt with chinuch. 
A correspondent once asked Rabbi 

Shlomo Zalman Auerbach ?'":it, "Why are 
yeshivas called 'yeshivas'?" The person 
himself offered, "Maybe because Torah 
is generally learned when one is yosheiv 
- in a sitting position. Hence - yeshiv­
as." 

Reb Shlomo Zalman rejected that 
explanation, and instead suggested, "It's 
called 'yeshiva' because it is' Ikar yishu· 
vo shel olam- the primary force in devel­
oping the world: All else is subservient 
to it" (heard from his son, Rabbi Shmuel 
Auerbach N'"P>?i!!). 

And so if we have a problem, a cri­
sis - and we do have one- that concerns 
the heartbeat of Kial Yisroel, and "yishu­
vo she! olan1," then, everyone must 
surely stop and reflect on what can be 
done to resolve the problem. 

A TIME FOR NEITHER 

SHRUGGING SHOULDERS 

NOR Joy 

I
n discussing this development with 
some colleagues, I was indeed dis­
turbed to hear some of their reac-

lions. One said, "It's only a few 
individuals, a small minority. Let them 
go." In contrast to this shoulder-shrug­
ging, defeatist attitude was the response 

NEW BROOKLYN OFFICE NOW OPEN 

Torah-Based Cognitive Therapy • EMDR Level II Certified 

Parent-Child Relationship • Marriage Enhancement 

School Social and Behavioral Issues 

Career-Life Objective Testing & Counseling 

of Rabbi Ahron Leib Shteinman N""1"71!! 

to a particular crisis last year at a Lev 
L'Achim-sponsored school in Israel. 

Seven girls from non-religious 
homes had registered in a religious 
school for the coming year, and 
then, all pulled out, just days before 
school was to begin. After frantic calls 
and visits from dedicated field work­
ers, six of the seven girls agreed to 
rejoin the religious school for the fall 
semester. A Lev L' Achim activist 
joyfully reported this success to 
Rabbi Shteinman. To the visitor's sur­
prise, Rabbi Shteinman broke down 
in tears. "How can you celebrate the 
success of six girls' return when the 
seventh has been lost to us?" he cried 
bitterly. 
Even if this group represents a small 

minority of our community, noting the 
loss of Yiddishe kinder from the holy walls 
of our yeshivos - even just one - is rea­
son for all of us to shed a collective tear. 

MAKING ENDS MEET? 

F
irst, the problem. The rising cost 
of tuition is indeed one of the most 
distressing problems facing our 

communities today. 'fhe pressure on fam­
ilies to meet tuition costs is truly over­
whelming. Like most rabbanim serving 
younger communities, my evenings are 
often dedicated to meeting with couples 
with serious shalom bayis issues; often 
(though not exclusively), it has to do with 
dealing with the pressure of making ends 
meet. Equally disturbing is the increas­
ing number of young couples who 
come to discuss options of family plan­
ning, and highlight the fact that they just 
can't perceive bringing another child into 
the world, to be faced with yet another 
tuition on top of what they already pay. 

Not just rabbanim, but community 
leaders of all ages and stripes should take 
this issue extremely seriously. The 
tuition burden on our parents is over-

Licensed Master Social worker • Career Counselor whelming, and getting worse, while at 

1

1 

the same time, the financial situation of 1 

Zalman Lachman, L.M.S.W. 

845-362-4556 our yeshivas is tenuous, at best. I I L_ For Appointments in Brooklyn or Monsey Parents are demanding fiscal respon-

L _______________________ ----------- sibility, and improvement may we!] 
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needed m this area.As every successful of those who learn Torah-to put food AN ABSURD TRADE-OFF 

company knows full well, the crucial on their tables. In truth, it should be · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 1, 

ingredient for financial stability is hav- the other way around. It's obvious that Having said that, and with full 
ing an experienced, creative C.F.0. the yeitzer hara is working here, as well, recognition of the problems that 
(Chief Financial Officer), whose role is and causes us to focus on the frills do exist, the very idea ofreplac-
to carefully scrutinize the budget. Often, rather than on the main objective." ing the atmosphere absorbed when 
yeshivos rely on their boards of direc- This is an idea that is worth pursu- receiving a yeshiva education with that of 
tors to oversee this area, but not every ing. If the pillars of our community a public school borders on the absurd, and 
butcher, baker and candlestick maker is would concentrate on caring for the betrays a complete lack of understanding 
qualified to do so. Recently, a wonder- rebbe'im through establishing some and appreciation of what a yeshiva truly 
ful yeshiva in our community that had form of communal fund to cover IS. 

suffered from a high deficit for years salaries, it would help to alleviate the A yeshiva is not just a setting for gain-
turned its books over to an experienced yeshivos' financial burdens, which ing information in Torah subjects. It defines 
1noney 1nanager, and in a relatively short translate into escalating tuition costs. who we are as Torah Jews. No teachers, 
period of time, the yeshiva became debt­
free. This surely is a step in the right direc­
tion. 

HASH EM'S AGENTS 

B
ut thL. ;" son1ething even 
1nore sig11111..._, 1t that our com­
munities need to focus on. 

Yeshivas are our lifeline, and the 
rebbe'im at the helm are not only our 
sheluchim (agents) to be mechanech our 
children, they also are "sheluchei 
deRacl11nana" - Divine messengers: 
they represent Torah itself, and must 
be accorded all the dignity and kavod 
due to Torah. Our sifrei Torah are 
adorned with silver crowns and are 
stored in an aron hakodesh of marble 
or Jerusalem stone. Should the" nosei 
ol ha Torah" - those who carry the bur­
den of teaching Torah - be treated with 
anything less? 

Yet, we do have our priorities back­
wards. The Chafetz Chaim used to 
lament even in his time the misguid­
ed priorities of people donating huge 
sums to yeshivos to erect buildings with 
their names e1nblazoned on them 
(which is a wonderful thing). _.,. 
completely ignoring the needs of the 
taltnidei chacha1ni!n who make ur · 
heart and soul of the yeshiv" .. nich 
is tragic). 

Rabbi Dovid Soloveitchik ,. .. ,,,71!1 
(quoted in Sefer Uvdos Le'beis Brisk) 
says, "People are willing to donate thou-

! 
sands upon thousands toward a yeshi­
va building, but they give only small 

I 

This sefer "Chazaras Hashas" is unique. 
It will be of great help to the scholars, Yeshiva and Daf Hayomi students .. 

What benefits can one derive from it? 
Magid shi'ur: All n1inute details for the lesson arc prepared for you. 

Yeshiva students: Your bki'us seder made easy, and fruitful. Guaranteed! Now you can 
prepare a shi'ur based on Ran1ba1n, Ra'vad, Shulchan Aruch and Me'iri. 

Talmidey Daf Hayomi 
Before the Shi'ur: Preview the daf ahead of time. Knowing what it is all about 
beforehand, will help you to concentrate and understand the Gemara fully. It \vill also 
enable you to participate in class discussions. 

After the shiur: Review intensively the psak halacha relevant to the daf 

Test Yourself: Find out how well you have reviewed the daf You will note that the first 
lines of each halacha are highlighted, while the balance is not. This will help you test 
yourself by looking at the highlighted Jines, and thereafter see whether you knov• the rest. 

Your Chavrusa: When you test yourself - as indicated above - you serve as your own 
chavrusa, you ask the questions and you answer them. 

Mastering the daf: Now you will have the ability to have the Ra1nbam, Shulchan Aruch, 
the Me'iri on the tip of your r. ~rs. 

Tfiis ~c<er h~, the Haskamos of Roshei HaYeshivos 
and rah Scholars throughout the world. 

, •. ~oed, Noshim and Nezikin covering 28 ge1noros, have been printed by 
now. Each set is in tv.ro volumes, and cost only $35.00 per set. 

Seder Kodshim, Taharos are being printed in Israel, and will be available in book stores 
IMY"H around Shavuos time. This will complete the whole Shas in eight volumes and 
39 1nassechtos. 

Seforin1 n1av be ordered directly froin th_e Mechabcr at: 
0 

(718) 544-6544, or from the following distributors: 

In NewYork: HAMOER (718) 437-0054, Fax: (718) 437-3514 
In Israel: HAMASURA (02) 535-6413 

33 L'"'" •~•N•dw momhlpo,~n ·-----·-------·---------------·--··--· 
~---' 
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no matter how qualified ... no comput­
er program, no matter how sophistical· 
ed ... can replace the kedusha and the 
purity that is transmitted from rebbi or 
mora to the student. 

A gadol (leading Torah sage) once com­
mented on the Mishna in Bava Metzia that 
teaches that returning a lost object to a 
rebbi takes priority over returning a lost 
object to one's own father, because a par­
ent brings a child to Olam Hazeh (This 
World), while a rebbibrings the child to 
Olam Habba (The World to Come). 

He insightfully commented that it 
doesn't say a rebbi brings him to Olam 
Habba, it says a rebbi brings him to 
"chayei Olam Habba - the life of The 
World to Come." That is, he makes this 
world and this life more meaningful, 
more spiritual, with a closer connection 
to Shamayim and the transcendental 
world of the spirit. 

Is it possible to have a child, any child 
from any home, sitting in a public school 
setting, feeling that connection to 

Shamayim? The influences, subtle or 
overt, the foul language, the topics of con­
versation of today's youth, the becoming 
aware of every lifestyle foreign to a 1brah 
way oflife- could that be a possibility for 
even the most spiritually detached 
amongst us? The entire community must 
rise up in collective protest against this pro­
posal, while shedding collective tears over 
the realization that it has come to this. 

fROM LEARNING TO 

EXPERIENCING TORAH 

T
hose at the helm of our wonder­
ful yeshivos have an important 
task ahead of them. The commu­

nity at large must use its collective tal­
ents and energies to resolve the 
skyrocketing tuition costs; the yeshivos 
must re-educate the community and 
teach them that they are not just teach­
ing Torah to our children; they are pro­
viding them with living examples of what 

Hashem's Torah is all about. 
When Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky 

7"Yl' served as rav in Toronto, one of his 
communal responsibilities was to help 
select the newrebbe'im for the localyeshl­
va ketana. Once, Reb Yaakov and the 
school principal observed a model lesson 
from a new, prospective rebbi. The prin­
cipal was duly impressed and said so after 
the lesson; Reb Yaakov, however, disagreed. 
During his very dynamic presentation, 
the candidate had his elbows resting on 
top of the Gemara. This type of lesson is 
unacceptable for our children's chinuch. 
A rebbi is not only meant to serve as 

a medium for teaching Torah, but must 
be a means for allowing our children, from 
the earliest age, to experience Torah, as well. 
How ludicrous to think even for a 
moment that experiencing Torah can be 
done any place other than in a yeshiva! 
We all must work together to embrace 
these parents, open up our hearts to them 
and- most important - let them see our 
collective tears. !ItJ 

In response to numerous inquiries, we are pleased to announce 
to the M'1inn 1:1?iy the availability of the following: 

,n:n:in ,rn:::i1'o-n:i'IU ,CJ•iig:Jn 1:1i• ,n~'!Un 'IV.Ki ,nnn:iw ,nog 

,lii:::itn igo ,1:1•:in:::ii niil.K ,c•iig 

.ni:::iio - pnY• ,ng "il:l.Kl:l igoi 

Most of these Seforim are now in expanded editions. 
They may be obtained as a set or as single volumes. 

Rabbi Aryeh Laib Chaifetz 
718-377-0777 

For information contact: 

Rabbi Yeshaya Thau 
718-376-1265 

In Eretz Yisroel: Rabbi Ahron Lasker 
02-537-2257 

I 
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ESTHER REISMAN 

Zahava Braunstein 11"1' 
Quintessential Keeper 01 the Ba1is 

FIRST AND FOREMOST A 

MOTHER 

T
here is an ache in our hearts and 
a void in our lives. Our beloved 
teacher, mentor and friend, 

Rebbetzin Zahava Braunstein, is gone. 
Her life was a song ofTiferres- a sym­

phony of beauty, balance and harmony. 
The contrasting notes and nuances of her 
multi-faceted personality merged into a 
joyous melody of Kavod Shamayim. 
Mind and heart. Family and Kial. Royal 
dignity and refreshing informality. 
Soaring idealism and down-to-earth 
realism. Non-judgmental love and 
uncompromising chinuch. 

She expressed the full range of human 
e1notions in a natural, seemingly sponta­
neous manner. At the sa1ne ti1ne, she 
embodied the value of discretion, modesty 
and privacy. She exuded a passion and 
intensity of purpose, and yet she brimmed 
with laughter. Her eyes expressed the deep-
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est empathy, yet never lost their mischie­
vous twinkle. She was involved in a 1nul­
titude of projects, each with its pressures 
and deadlines, which did not detract from 
the joy and menuchas hanefesh that made 
it so delightful to be in her presence. She 
taught us to strive for greatness. She taught 
us how to be human. There was not a false 
note in the exquisite balance that she main­
tained. She was a towering figure of great­
ness. She was the ultin1ate normal person. 

Rebbetzin Zahava Braunstein was 
given a precious gift. The power of speech. 
We were uplifted by her words of encour­
agement as she enabled us to appreciate 
our potential as Bnos Yisroel. Who else 
understood us so well and validated our 
struggles? How often did we wonder as she 
depicted scenarios that were all too 
painfully familiar. "How did she know?" 
"Was she in my house?" We laughed and 
we cried as she illuminated our n1inds and 
touched our neshamos 

The power of her speech was not mere 
eloquence. It was an expression of da'as. 
She had the wisdom of knowing what to 
say and how to say it. To a person in cri­
sis or to a diverse audience of thousands, 
she would find precisely the right words 

to reach the heart. Invariably, after listen­
ing to her healing words, one felt closer to 
Hashem. 

Her personality had a magnetic powei: 
People were drawn to her. They trusted her. 
She had the ability to infuse the minut­
est interaction with warmth and love. Her 
capacity for friendship seemed boundless. 
She shared deeply in the joys and sorrows 
of a multitude of people. The thoughtful 
gesture, the timely phone call, the uplift­
ing compliment flowed so naturally. She 
made it seen1 aln1ost effortless. 

At that heartbreaking yet inspiring lev­
aya, as the breathtaking panorama of her 
life was held up before us, we were awed 
beyond words. How could one person 
accomplish so much? How could one heart 
have room for so many others? How could 
a person of such public leadership retain, 
as she did, the depth and modesty of the 
bas melech penima (inner royalty)? How 
could a person of larger-than-life stature 
always remain the "lady next door," that 
friend and neighbor in whose presence one 
felt totally at ease? And the most impor­
tant question of all: How was she able to 
extend herself on behalf of multitudes with­
out compromising her loving involvement 
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and total devotion to her husband and 
family? 

"The crown that she wore most 
proudly;' testified her son, Rabbi Mendel 
Braunstein, "was the crown that said 
'mother."' She was first and foremost an 
eim beYisroel. It was obvious from her 
entire demeanor and attitude that she 
derived enormous satisfaction and ful­
fillment from being a Jewish wife and 
mother. The fact that a woman of 
unusual self-confidence, intelligence 
and charisma radiated such deep con­
tentment and happiness in this role had 
an enormous impact on so many 
women who were searching for greater 
clarity in their lives. 

SPREADING HER WINGS 

lli
bbetzin Braunstein, born in 
944, was named Golda Pere! 
wiebel. (One of her teachers 

Hebraicized her name - Golda became 
"Zahava;' and so it remained.) Her par­
ents, Galician Jews who married in 
Poland in 1939, reached the United States 
shortly thereafter, settling in the Bronx, 
N.Y. Mrs. Menucha Zwiebel, nee Hager, 
was a descendant of the illustrious 
Kossover dynasty. A ta/mid chacham and 
masmid, Mr. Yaakov Zwiebel was a 
quiet, unassuming ish emes, who support­
ed his family by selling dry goods in his 

shop on the Lower East Side. He was 
deeply involved in rescue efforts during 
the war years. 

As a ten-year-old, Zahava volunteered 
to tell a story at a campfire at Camp 
Emunah; she had the entire camp mes­
merized, and from that time on, became 
the official storyteller. At Yeshiva 
University High School for Girls, her tal­
ent and leadership abilities did not go 
unrecognized. "Whenever 1 went to try 
out for a club;' recalled former school­
mate, Mrs. Zlata Press, "be it drama, 
newspaper or debating, Gladys Zwiebel 
was involved. Yet, she stood out in more 
than talent. She was exemplary in the 
kindness and warmth that she extend­
ed to her classmates and younger 
schoolmates." She was part of a group 
of friends who commanded enormous 
respect from their peers because of their 
sincerity and high religious standards. 
"And then, she and her small group of 
friends did a radical thing. They chose 
to attend Bais Yaakov Seminary. We did­
n't know what to make of this. It was 
totally out of our frame of reference." 

At Bais Yaakov, she was profoundly 
affected by Rebbetzin Kaplan n"V, who 
recognized the outstanding qualities of 
heart and mind that she possessed. It was 
due to the passionate teachings of 
Rabbi Godlevsky ?":<r that she began to 
rethink her career plans of becoming a 
journalist. She remained forever grate-
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ful for his influence. From Rebbetzin 
Bender n"V she would absorb the foun­
dations of kedushas habayis (sanctity of 
the Jewish home) that she would ulti­
mately transmit to so many others. 
Rebbetzin Bruria David n"'m became her 
mentor and guide. For the rest of her life, 
she maintained and cherished that rela­
tionship. 

She married Rabbi Shlomo 
Braunstein, today the menahel of 
Mesivta Rabbeinu Chaim Berlin, and they 
became part of an outstanding chabu­
ra of aspiring and idealistic kollel cou­
ples. The towering leadership of the Rosh 
Yeshiva, Rabbi Yitzchak Hutner ?"~!,was 
a powerful influence in determining the 
direction of their lives and the caliber of 
their Torah and avoda. Her deep root -
edness in this world endowed her teach­
ing with an authoritative Torah 
hashkafa. 

Within her first year of teaching at Bais 
Yaakov Academy, her charisma, caring 
and chein made her someone her stu­
dents wanted to emulate. "The revolu­
tion that she created at B.Y.A.;' declared 
Rabbi Shlomo Teichman, "was as great 
as the subsequent revolution that she 
would create at Ateret." Because they 
admired her, many young women were 
inspired to follow her example. They, too, 
would marry b'nei Torah. 

"I remember her sparkling enthusi­
asm," recalled one student from that era. 
"I remember how her face would light 
up as she would say, 'Girls, I would like 
to share this beautiful Kli Yakkar with 
you!"' 

"I remember how warm and gentle 
she was;' recalled another. ((She cared 
about us like a loving mother:' 

She continued to spend her summers 
at Camp Gila, which was affiliated with 
the Kehilla of Bobov. The daughters of 
Rabbi Shlomo Halberstam 'nit, who was 
then the Bohover Rebbe, recalled the 
powerful impression that she made: "All 
through the winter, the name 'Zahava' 
echoed in our home. We remembered 
her songs and her unforgettable lessons:' 

Rebbetzin Sarah Meisels described the 
staff meetings held at Camp Gila. I 
"Rebbetzin Braunstein would be running 

'"' o~m, w"ile hohliop """' oo hoc I 
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lap. And while she spoke to us, she would 
be hugging and kissing the baby. V\11at 
a beautiful example she set for us!" 

At this time, she began to teach kalla 
classes, conveying the halachos of 
kedushas hahayis to young women who 
were about to establish their own homes 
in a manner that gave us joy and self­
confidence. In the words of Rebbetzin 
Ruthy Assaf, "I always wanted my 
daughters to go to her kalla classes. She 
conveyed the halachos in a way that was 
lucid and precise. But even 1nore so, she 
gave the message of the beauty, the 
warmth and the merit of building a mik­
dash nre'at (miniature sanctuary)." She 
never accepted re1nuneration for teach­
ing these classes, using this opportuni­
ty to raise money for hachnasas kalla and 
other causes that were dear to her heart. 

Focus ON FAMILY 

T
hese were hectic, exhilarating 
years. She was tending her grow­
ing family, while teaching, serv­

ing as program director, and continuing 
to give kalla classes. People were begin­
ning to turn to her for guidance and 
counsel. She was being called upon to 
speak publicly. Sometimes she accepted, 
often she declined, not wanting to take 
away from the love and care that she lav­
ished upon her children. It was challeng­
ing to balance all of her responsibilities, 
yet she did it with grace and humor and 
an overflowing sin1chas hachayim. 

Her home reverberated with warmth, 
love and laughter. "If you want the 
Shechina to dwell in your home;' she 
would say, "get a little tape recorder and 
put on some music. It sounds like such 
a little thing, but it is so important!" 

"When we were kids;' one of her 

that they are raising fumilies of their own, 
I hope that they understand:' 

Her warm smile and special welcome 
were extended to all who crossed her 
threshold. Many people became mem­
bers of the household for extended peri­
ods of time. "She literally saved my life;' 
sobbed one woman during the shiva. "I 
was going through an e1notional crisis, 
and she took me into her home for sev­
eral months, caring for me as a daugh­
ter, until I was able to stand on my own 
feet. The shalom bayis and the ahavas 
'I'orah made a powerful i1npression on 
me. But it was seeing the normalcy, the 
realness, her ability to laugh at her own 
foibles and to put life's little mishaps into 
perspective) that helped me more than 
anything else." 

THE SYRIAN OPENING 

T
hen came Rabbi Yosef Harari­
Raful, with his dream of a Torah 
renaissance for Syrian Jewry. He 

was teaching young men in that com­
munity, inspiring them with the beau­
ty of Torah and uncompromising 
fidelity to halacha. They were thirsty and 
eager, and responding to his call. Yet, their 
wives were being left behind. Who 
could tead1 them? Who could inspire 
them? Who but Rebbetzin Zahava 
Braunstein! 

"Twenty-five years·ago," writes Mrs. 
Bonnie Mansour, a men1ber of that orig­
inal class, "we were blessed to welcome 
a teacher who would, with her soft words 
and loving heart, show us what it real­
ly meant to be a fulfilled Jewish woman. 
When she first came to teach us, I think 
that she was surprised by our appearance. 
She truly didn't know where to begin. 
So she began from the beginning. She 
taught us about the parasha. She 
brought in a washing cup and taught us 
about netilat yadayim. 

"She gave us such pride in our her­
itage that we very gradually and very nat­
urally made changes in our lifestyles to 
reflect that pride. Because of those 
changes, the con11nunity at large start­
ed to get used to women holding high­
er standards in kashrut and Shabbat, 
dressing more modestly and even 
encouraging their husbands to learn 
Torah. These things became not only 
acceptable, but admired. 

"VVhat was her secret?" asked Mrs. 
Mansour. "How did she literally change 
the lives of so many of our women and 
thousands of others? Was it her brilliance? 
Her talent? Her charm? Her charisma? 
They all certainly helped. But the real 
answer was that she loved us - and we 
knew it. She would never let an 
encounter go by without her warm, radi­
ant smile speaking volumes about the joy 
she felt to be in our presence. She loved 
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each one of us in a special way for our 
unique qualities. Each of us felt that we 
were her favorite - and I am sure that 
it was somehow true. 

"Other teachers tiptoed around 
issues. They were afraid that we might 
become turned off and not come back. 
Not Mrs. Braunstein. She was uncom­
promising, but so loving and gentle that 
we were able to accept everything that 
she taught." 

SUMMERS IN CAMP 

To supplement the family income, 
she continued to spend her sum­
mers at Camp Gila, and later at 

Camp Shira. At Camp Shira, she had the 
opportunity, along with the Rosenberg 
family, to mold the spirit of the camp, 
creating an atmosphere of wholesome 
summer fun, infused with a spirit of 
kedusha. Her Friday night talks were the 
highlight of the summer. "When she 
stood before us on Friday nights;' said 
one former camper, "I used to think that 
she was the Shabbos Queen." 

As much as she loved camp, it was not 
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cious sense of humor. Her students knew 
that as much as she held them to a high 
standard of conduct, she had not forgot­
ten what it was like to be young, and that 
she understood their struggles. 

THE GIFT OF LAUGHTER 

I
n a recent talk that she gave within 
the Syrian community, she said, 
"Laughter is a wonderful thing. 

Yitzchak, one of the Avos, was named 
after laughter:' She continued reflective­
ly, "As time goes on, perhaps I am get­
ting more buffeted by the winds and the 
storms of time .... You know, there is a 
phrase in the prayers of the Yamim 
Nora'im that says that our lives are like 
a fleeting dream, like a passing shadow. 
We know that life is very tempo­
rary .... And so, I would like to ask, what 
is the definition of happiness? 

"Simchat hachayim means simply the 
joy of life. The joy of knowing that 
Hashem gave us life, and that there is 
a purpose and a 1neaning to our lives. 
That knowledge gives us tremendous joy 
and an inner serenity. And if it doesn't 

"SHE HAD SUCH JOY AND FULFILLMENT IN THE 

BAYIS THAT SHE CREATED," SAID RABBI 

BRAUNSTEIN, "AND SHE HAD SUCH A LOVING 

HEART, THAT SHE WANTED TO STRETCH THAT 

BAYIS TO INCLUDE MORE AND MORE PEOPLE. 

easy to go back, summer after summer. 
"After all," said Rabbi Braunstein, "at a 
certain age, one gets tired of color war. 
But she did it, along with all of her other 
jobs, so that her husband and children 
could continue learning with menuchas 
hanefesh (tranquility). And she did it bes­
imcha!" 

Even as a menahelet (principal), she 
never lost that effervescence and viva-

match up with 'Let the good times roll,' 
it does match up with a person who can 
maintain a joyful attitude no matter 
what may occur to him in life. That is 
the definition of what we are talking 
about. 

"How can a person have that seren­
ity - the serenity that enabled David 
Hamelech to say 

'Though I walk in the valley of the 

,_ __________________ ---

•h.row of d<,.h, ff= oo ••ilJ 
because You, Hashem, are holding my 
hand. That is joy, to know that Hashem 
is holding our hand:' 

Did her listeners comprehend the 
poignancy of these words, uttered dur­
ing the last part of her life, as she her­
self was battling the final stages of a 
dreaded illness? For fifteen years, she had 
lived in the shadow of this illness. 
Despite many rounds of surgery, treat­
ment and procedures, she kept her ill­
ness from the public eye. 

CREATIVE AND PRODUCTIVE 
YEARS 

I
n many ways, the last fifteen years 
were her most creative and produc­
tive years. It was during this time 

period that she became the founding 
principal of Bet Yaakov Ateret Torah 
High School. Many of her students were 
daughters of her original Syrian talmi­
dot, and she derived much nachas 
from molding them into neshei chayil 
who proudly married b' nei Torah and 
set up homes of kedusha. She would 
wake up early in the morning to bake 
cakes for her beloved talmidot. "Baking 
is my therapy," she would say. 

It was during these fifteen years that 
she married off most of her children. 
She adored each son-in-law and daugh­
ter-in-law, and cherished each set of 
mechutanim. "When we built our 
homes," said her son, Rabbi Mendel 
Braunstein, "her level of care grew. She 
gave us so much direction, so much 
Taras Imecha." 

She adored each grandchild, and 
derived much joy from her relationship 
with each one of them. She advised her 
friends to overlook the tumult and dis­
array that naturally accompany these 
visits. "Learn to love it!" she exhorted. 
Her grandchildren were welcomed 
into her kitchen with a warm smile, a 
huge hug, and a tuna sandwich, even 
on a hectic Erev Shabbos or Yam Tov. 

Her communal activities reached a 
new level. Her speaking engagements led 
her farther afield as she increased the 
scope of her involvements. She realized 
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that she was considered a spokes­
woman for the klal. "I still cringe when 
I see my name on those posters, but 
what can I do?" she shrugged. Time was 
short and there was so much to be done. 

Her lectures on tzeniuswere request­
ed in even more cities. Her positive 
approach enabled women of diverse 
communities to develop an apprecia­
tion of this sensitive topic. Together with 
her husband, she traveled to Dallas a 
number of times, developing a special 
relationship with the members of this 
inspiring community of baalei teshuva. 
They began to attend Shabbatonim of 
A T.J.M.E., giving chizukto couples who 
struggled with the painful nisayon of 
infertility. Her shiurim on kedushas 
habayis, sponsored by Irgun Shiurei 
Torah, had an impact on thousands of 
women. Tapes of her lectures contin­
ue to be treasured by women across the 
world. 

Someone posed the question yet 
again: "How could she have been 
involved in such a multitude of activ­
ities and also have had the time to raise 
her family with such love and dedica­
tion?" Mrs. Suri Pinter, a close friend 
and family member, remarked, "You 
should have phrased the question dif­
ferently. 'How could she have been such 
a wonderful mother and also have found 
time to do all of these other things?"' 

In truth, the devotion that she 
invested in her home and family was 
the source of her success in all of her 
other endeavors. 

NoTTHROUGHVERBAL 

REBUKE ALONE 

R
abbi E.E. Dessler writes in 
Michtav MeiEliyahu that in our 
time, it is impossible to influ­

ence people through verbal rebuke 
alone. People are not capable of see­
ing beyond the false ideologies that 
have become entrenched as a result of 
their self-serving interests. There is 
only one way for people to see beyond 
their ideological blinders. If one is priv-

THE JEWISH OBSERVER 

ileged to witness a relationship of true 
selfless giving - between husband and 
wife or between rebbi and ta/mid - the 
truth will penetrate one's heart. 
Observing the delicate interactions of 
a devoted, loving family that is unit­
ed in the service of Hashem is the most 
powerful mussar of all. That is what 
can open one's heart to the truth of 
Torah. "The only means of influence;' 
writes Rabbi Dessler, " is through 
sheleimus hachessed - the power of 
pure giving:'! 

"She had such joy and fulfillment 
in the bayis that she created;' said 
Rabbi Braunstein, "and she had such 
a loving heart, that she wanted to 
stretch that bayis to include more and 
more people." All of us whose lives 
were changed through her personal 
example and through her teaching 
were enveloped by the power of self­
less giving that she embodied. 

Many women reported feeling 
inadequate when they heard of 
Rebbetzin Braunstein's 1nany accom­
plishments. Those of us who knew her 
well never felt this way. She made each 
one of us feel special. She had a 
tremendous appreciation for that 
which the average woman of average 
capabilities could accomplish within 
her own home through nurturing her 
family and developing her inner rela­
tionship with Hashem. 

It was this quality of penimius that 
enabled her to remain unaffected by the 
public adulation and the accolades. 
Rabbi Aharon Schechter, Rosh 
Hayeshiva of Yeshivas Rabbeinu Chaim 
Berlin, marveled at her capacity to main­
tain such an awesome level of tzenius 
throughout her myriad public activi­
ties. "That was a n1idda of aristocracy," 
he declared in his hesped, "and the shore­
sh (source) of that midda was her great 
depth." The Rosh Yeshiva described her 
capacity for being a ba'alas yissurim (one 
who endures suffering): "One who has 
yissurim has one foot in this world and 
one foot in the next. And through it all, 
she maintained such a smile, such a 
freshness, such a derhoibenkeit (lofti-

THE KOHEIN AND THE 

HOUSEWIFE 

0 
n many occasions, Mrs. 
Braustein compared the work 
of the akerres habayis to that of 

the kohein in the Beis Hamikdash. The 
position of the kohein was exalted. It 
was envied. It was the pinnacle of 
Divine service. And yet, the kohanim 
swept, slaughtered, washed and 
cooked. They dealt with the entrails of 
animals, with the physical stuff of!ife. 
The Eishes Chayil, too, sweeps and cooks 
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[ and deals with the physical stuff oflife. the beis olam of Kelm could come and say, "Ladies! If I had one hour left I 
' If she is wise, she recognizes that she, back to life for one hour!" He to live, I'll tell you exactly what I would 

like the kahein, is performing Divine depicted the scene vividly. One do. I would put up a delicious hot veg-
service of the highest order - that of would rush to the beis hamidrash etable soup. Perhaps I would bake a cake 
creating a Beis Hamikdash. and seize a Gemara. He would sit as well. And I would sit and play with 

She made us feel that even if we were down and learn with fierce concen- my children and grandchildren." 
struggling to get the dishes done or the tration. Another would run for his Several weeks before herpetira, a for-
1aundry folded, we could still accom- beloved Tehillim, and recite the mer student had came in from Eretz 
plish great things. Our daily activities words with great fervor. A third per- Yisroel. She had heard that Rebbetzin 
were precious in her eyes, and she helped son would run to the hospital, look- Braunstein was very ill. She called and 
us realize their significance. She gave us ing for a precious opportunity to asked if she could came to visit. With trep-
the confidence that we could aspire to do chessed. Their activities reached idation, she stepped over the familiar 
greatness, even if we got frazzled some- a crescendo of fevered intensity as threshold of that beloved home. She could 
times or lost our tempers. "The Torah the clock ticked loudly, marking the not believe her eyes. The Braunstein fam-
wasn't given to malachim," she would passage of this precious hour. With ily was sitting at the table. Rabbi 
say. "It was given to human beings." To great drama, he depicted the Braunstein was enjoying a delicious hat 
one young woman who confessed to mounting tension as the time vegetable soup, while Rebbetzin 
feeling overwhelmed, she advised," Even slipped away .... And then the Braunstein, pale and thin, but wearing 
if you have to eat tuna fish, get some Maggid roared, "And what if we her trademark glowing smile, vvas sitting 
cleaning help. It is that important!" have more than one hour!" And at his side, along with their son. She was 
Maintaining joy and serenity in one's then he intoned with haunting totally involved in the game of Scrabble 
home was the first priority. pathos, "And who knows if we that was spread out across the table. She 

In one of her classic shiurim, she have even one hour .... " was completely absorbed in her interac-
depicted the following scenario as Rebbetzin Braunstein brought this tion with her son.farming words and ca/-
presented by the Maggid of Kelm: scene to life for us, as only she could do. culating the points as if it were the most 

In Shamayim they had And then, as we sat on the edge of our important thing in the world. Because 
announced, "All those interred in seats, scarcely breathing, she would smile it was. ~ 
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A
re American and Israeli yeshivas 
incubators of dormant Jewish ter· 
rorists, Hebrew-chanting coun­

terparts of Isla1nist madrassas? 

Indeed, at .t.he e11dof his offering, he 
abandons all pretense at suotlety, and 
explicitly warns those who dare embrace 
a chareidi worldview to consider "wh~t 
has happened to the rich culture oflslarn 
as it has devolved into Islarnist funda­
mentalism:' 

DOWN WITH TRUTH! 
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.' '. f What nonsense parades t]Jese <l!tY" ~s 
scholarship. 
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Well, Queens College sociology pro­
fessor Samuel C. Heilman, who has made 
a career of observing the chareidi world 
through a glass darkly, seems to think so. 
At least that is the unspoken but unmis­
takable message of a paper he penned 
this past spring for Jewish Political 
Studies Revie111. 

W. hare:r~~tesdange~ous m;V~~ 
sets, of course, is not S!Jtlfif~ . > 

.. ·· .· ... tion :- eve~tota.~~~p:victi~n-;;ec•si 

The professor's evid. ence o(shar~i- .· ·. Jmt ratherpart1cularcol).vre't1ons. trt'ne 
di malignancy? Our "fundarnen- ,. · believes that the Koraa'fs divine, and that 
talist view that there is a single it commands its•fbllowers to wage holy 

DOING VIOLENCE TO REALITY truth." waragainsbi1!whobelieveotherwise-
. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · Most faiths, of course, hold that their tha_tis'~ dangerous conviction, indeed 

F
or the bulk of his essay, which approach is the true one; that is, of. "i:ine to whose danger the civilized world 
focuses on what he calls the "qui· course, the essential meaning o'f a has begun to awaken. 
escent fundamentalism" of the "faith:' And such a conviction most cer· But if one believes that the Torah is 

yeshiva world, Professor Heilman avoids tainly underlies Judaism, which eschews 
asserting an explicit parallel between vio- religious relativism (even as it may look 
lent Islamic extremists and those he kindly upon some other faiths as posi-
chooses to view as Jewish ones. tive developn1ents for their non-Jewish 

But simply utilizing the word "fun· adherents). But does that way lie mur· 
damentalist" to describe the contempo- der and mayhem? 
rary yeshiva world - at a time when the If acceptance of the Torah as the 
epithet is so readily associated with Creator's unparalleled revelation to 
bloodthirsty Islamists bent on the con· mankind represents some aberrant, 
quest of western civilization - is so1ne- cancerous "fundamentalism," then 
thing of a violent act in itself. Jewish luminaries from Rabbi Akiva to 

divine, and that it enjoins Jews to study 
and observe its laws, that it guides them 
to better their interhuman relationships, 
that it requires them to forgo some of 
what the larger world might deem 
acceptable, that it asks Jews to remain 
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thing more sinister - the "active" form Feinstein - and Rabbi Abraham Isaac LEKUTEJ 
of"fundamentalism" that seeks to "liq- Kook and Rabbi Joseph Dov do Yitzchok Rosenberg 
uidate those forces that oppose the truth" Soloveitchik, no Jess - not to mention J 445 54th Street 

- the professor makes all too clear that every religious Jew throughout the Brooklyn, NY 11219·4228 
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apart from the nations even as it 
demands they be a light unto them, 
then, no, that conviction threatens no 
one. 

Professor Heihnan, of course, cites the 
example of radical religious nationalists 
in Israel. That there are such people and 
that some of them have engaged in vio­
lence is, of course, true. But they are, and 
only arguably, a tiny subset of the 
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nationalist-religious movement (and, in 
fact, disowned by that larger group, which 
may, like the radicals, believe in the the­
ological import of the State of Israel but 
does not advocate violence). But charei­
dim? Those who have never regarded 
Israel as the as'chalta de'ge'ula, who reject 
contemporary Jewish nationalism, who 
are known for their single-minded ded­
ication to Torah? 

fo~~il;ige ~;,t\;~· s \··········•••· • the OrthodoxJewish ootnmunity. 
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W
hat could possibly predispose 
Professor Heilman to regard 
a sublime world filled with 

Jewish purpose and values - not to men­
tion one that hallows the Torah ideals 
of equanimity and restraint - as a par­
allel to one filled with hatred and vio­
lence? The answer, it seems, is his 
befuddlement at the fact that the charei­
di world has not quietly passed on, as his 
scholarly predecessors regularly predict­
ed it would, but instead, has grown and 
developed, and continues to do so. 

The professor pines for a time when 
Jewish observance in American Orthodox 
homes was compromised by social inse­
curity and the very newness of the expe­
rience, and when the larger cultural 
milieu had not devolved to its present 
prurient state, and thus presented less of 
a problem to religiously committed Jews. 

He bemoans what he labels "the pro­
fessionalization of day school education)' 
and Jewish day schools' employment of 
chareidim as religious teachers. And he 
laments the popularity among 
American Jewish youth of post-high 
school study in Israeli yeshivot and sem­
inaries - from which young people 
return, he asserts, at best, to "create cul­
tural enclaves where they can fashion a 
kind of quasi-yeshiva, or where they iden­
tify with and support the activities of the 
messianists who seek to hasten the 
redemption." 

The professor is certainly welcome, 
if he chooses, to lament the high state 
of contemporary Jewish observance. He 
is free to denounce Jewish day schools 
- even if they are widely, and rightly, 
regarded as the most effective insurer of 
Jewish continuity on the American 
landscape. And no one can prevent him 
from characterizing as some sinister 
"identity transformation" what might 
more accurately be termed spiritual 
growth. 

What he should not, though, permit 
himself to do- either as a Jew or an osten­
sibly objective academic- is demonize a 

he is frustrated by its success. UoJ "'" ohh<)owi>h wmW ''""' b=o< I 
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"As we prepare for the Yamim Noraim, I urge my 
acquaintances and all Yidden to join me in helping 
poor mishpachos, by supporting the Yorn Tov 
campaign. I personally distribute funds to many 
families. Amongst the recipients are almonos and 
yesomim, marbitzei Torah, talmidei chachomim, and 
sick people, who would otherwise not be able to make 
YomTov. 

Please - do not stand idly by while so many of our 
brethren await your generous assistance. Open your 
hearts, and join in the great mitzvah of bringing 
happiness to the poor l'kovod Yorn Tov. 

In the zechus of sweetening the Yamim Tovim for 
poor and unfortunate Yidden, may you be inscribed in 
the Sefer Hachaim, with bracha, shalom, and 
parnassah, and the geulah sheleimah W':J.:J.. 
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I receive the newspaper, Hamodia, edited by the Rav and Gaon Eliyahu Akiva Rabinowitz, shlita, Rav in the holy kehilla of Poltova. It is my strong hope 
that the editor will work with wisdom and insight without veering from the true path, the path of Torah and fear of Hashem, and that the newspaper will 

draw to itself the hearts of its readers as he informs them of the news and what they need to know. And I am sure that our Jewish brothers, 
sheyichyu, will recognize his efforts and work, and will support him. 

Sunday, the 15th of Sivan, 1911 Eliyah Chaim Meisels, Av Beis Din Tzeddek, Lodz 
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By Rabbi Heshy Kleinman 
lntoductlons by Rabbi Mattlsyahu Salomon and Rabbi Yisroe/ Reisman 

f etillah (prayer) is a miraculous power each of us holds, yet most of us use 
only a fraction of its potential. It is the key to the Heavenly storehouse of 

blessing, and gives us the precise words that can release these treasures into 
our lives. And what treasures they are .... our health, our ability to find a spouse 
and build a Jewish home, our success in raising our children, our safety, security, 
livelihood. Everything. 

Praying With Fire is a 5-minute-a day program developed by Rabbi Heshy 
Kleinman, who has researched, taught and spoken on the topic of tefillah for 
many years. Now he brings his passion and knowledge to the printed page. 

This work is a brilliant combination of in-depth scholarship and pure inspira­
tion, all in an easy-to-use daily learning format. Day by day, step by step, you will 
find your tefillah becoming stronger, more meaningful and more effective. 

Praying With Fire is the ultimate guidebook to enhancing your communication with Hashem. 

This book will show you how to: 
• Ignite the power of your prayer > Achieve personal growth through tefillah • Develop more kavan­

nah > Tap the Shechinah's Presence > Thirteen strategies for kavannah • Understand that every prayer is 
answered • and much, much more 

CAN YOU SPARE 5 MINUTES A DAY? ••• CAN YOU AFFORD NOT TO?! 

• The Schottenstein Edition Interlinear Siddur 
• The Seif Edition Trasliterated Linear Siddur 

• The Classic ArtScroll Siddur I' Rav Schwab on Prayer 
• Shemoneh E.srei • Shema Yisrael 


