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RasB!l HESHY KLEINMAN

Tefilla is one of the major forces employed _.by Klal Yis

FIRST STEP' ACCEPTINC HASHEM
AS OUR KInG

<« rom Rosh Chodesh Elul until Yomn

Kippur is an eis ratzon, a time of

Divine favor. And even though
Hashem accepts teshuva of those who
repent with a full heart at any time dur-
ing the year, these days are chosen and
reserved as days of compassion...”
Thus, preparation for the crucial life-and-
death tefillos of the Yamim Nora'im
begins a full month in advance. Indeed,

RABRI] KLEINMAN 18 THE AUTHOR OF PRAYING
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TEFNLAH FOUNDATION, DEDICATED TO INUREAS-
ING AWARENESS OF THE IMPORTANCE AND
POWER OF PRAYER AND TO PROVIDE EDUCATION,
ENSPERATION AND FOOLS FOR MORE SINCERE, POW-
ERFUL, AND EFFECTIVE PRAYER. THE AUTHOR
ACKNOWLENGES THE CONTRIBUTION OF Mys.
CHANA NESTLEBAUM FOR ERITING THIS ARTE

CLE. HE 1S A FR EQUENT CONTRIBUTOR TO THESE
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each sou rn, His presence $0 near
as to be almost palpable.

In Sefer Kochvei Ohr) Reb ltzele
Petreburger (Rabbi Yitzchak Blaser) asks
if it would not have been better for Yom
Kippur to precede Rosh Hashana, so that
our sins would be forgiven first, result-
ing in a favorable judgment on Rosh
Hashana. Reb Itzele answers that while
the reverse order might well have bene-
fits, one’s first goal must be to recognize
that Hashem is the King who renders judg-
ment. Only then can one truly compre-
hend the Source of the forgiveness one
is seeking. Therefore, Rosh Hashana, the
day on which we declare Hashermn as King,
must precede Yom Kippur.

One of the most moving prayers of the
chazzan's repetition of the Mussafof Rosh
Hashana and Yom Kippur is “ Unesaneh
Tokef”” Int it, we proclaim the terrifying
judgment of Rosh Hashana:

“Let us now relate the power of this
day’s holiness, for it is awesome and
frightening. On it, Your Kingship will
be exalted, Your throne will be

re for the Yamim Nora'im
lessing for the world at

- astill, thin sound will be heard. Angels
will hasten, a trembling and terror
will seize them—and they will say,
‘Behold, it is the Day of
Judgment'.... All mankind will pass
before You like members of the
flock...and You shall apportion the
fixed needs of all Your creatures and
inscribe their verdict.

“On Rosh Hashana will be
inscribed and on Yom Kippur will be
sealed how many will pass from the
earth and how many will be created;
who will live and who will die...”

1See Kitzur Shulchan Aruch, 128:1: “These days
are chosen as days of compassion because
Moshe Rabbeinu ascended Mount Sinai on Rosh
Chodesh Elui to accept the second Tablets of the
Covenant. He remained there for forty days and
forty nights until he descended on Yom Kippur
when Hashem forgave the Jewish nation {for their
sin of the Golden Calf]. Since then, [these forty
days| were sanctified [for generations] as an ‘efs
ratzon.”

2Cited in Sefer Ohr Yechezkeil, Elul-Yamim
Nord'im, p. 59

3 For the stirring story behind Unesaneh Tokef,
see The Complete ArtScrofl Machzor-Rosh
Hashana, p. 476.
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OnErev Rosh Hashana 5761, Rabbi
Pam7sr, Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva Torah
Vodaath, was accompanied home from
Mincha by a local maggid shiur who,
during the previous yeat, tragically lost
his teenage daughter in a car accident.
When the man brought up the subject
of how a Jew must accept whatever hap-
pens as the Divine will, Rabbi Pam, told
him, “How it happened is irrelevant.
When people would discuss how a cer-
tain person had died, my mother
would say, ‘He died from Unesaneh
Tokef.”

Rav Pam paused before reflecting,
“And tomorrow we will once again say
Unesaneh Tokef.™

1I."MeELECH HA'OLAM™
RECOGNIZING THE KING OF

death power over us, we are indeed
recognizing His absolute sovereign-
ty. The King of the universe, however, does
not claim His title through this means
alone, for He is a King that is not only
feared, but is relied upon and beloved by
His people.
A mighty warrior came to an

In recognizing Hashenr's life-and-

4 Rav Pam, R“aT)bi Si'limon“f:fnkleman, ArtSchl,
p.414.
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embattled country and offered to be their
king. Although the warrior promised to
make the country into a great nation,
the people were unconvinced. Rather
than argue with the people, the warrior
trained an army, built roads, developed
the country’s economy, and built up an
unparalleled security system for the
country. When all was complete, the
warrior stated, “Now you all know what

I can do for you, and that I wish to be

your king only for your benefit.” Having

witnessed the veracity of his claim, the
people accepted him as their king.

As in this allegory, Hashem our King
is the source of all our blessings. Thus,
in addition to “ Baruch Atta ~ Blessed are
You Hashem,” every beracha must
include: “Melech Ha'olam - King of the
universe,” or its equivalent,

The Rishonim® explain that a beracha
expresses that Flashem is the source of all
blessings, as the word baruch is derived
from bereicha— a pool or spring of flow-
ing water.” We thus offer praise and thanks
for all that He bestows upon us.8

Hashem, like the warrior in the alle-
gory, establishes His kingship by provid-
ing for His People, and we, in turn,
recognize Him as our sole benefactor in
both our berachos® and our tefillos.0

5"Sec-: Shemos Rabba 29:6.

6 See Sefer Hachinuch, Mitzva 430; Shéeilos
Uteshuvos HaRashba, Veol. 5, 51; Rabbeinu
Bechaye, Kad Hakemach, Eirech “Beracha.”

H

When a Jew acknowledges Hashenr's
Kingdom with his heart and mouth,
Hashem manifests Himself, and blessing
is passed on to this world.!!

BUrLpiNnG CONFIDENCE IN QUR
PRAYERS

Two patients lie in their beds suf-
fering from the same ravaging disease.
The first patient recovers, rises from
his bed and resumes a heatthy, vig-
orous life, while the other grows weak-
er each day.

The Gemaral? asks,“Why was one
patient cured while the other was
not? The Gemara explains that the
patient who was cured prayed and was
answered, while the patient who was
not cured prayed and was not
answered. “And why this difference?
Because the one who was answered
prayed a tefilla sheleima, a‘complete
prayer;, while the one who was not
answered did not.”

Rashi” defines a “complete prayer” as
niskavein — he concentrated. Rabbi Elya

the Chayei Adarn, Siman 6, that “for example, when
the chazan says ‘Baruch Atta Hasherm Magein
Avraham - You are Blessed, L-rd, shield of
Avraham, a person wha responds *Amein’ should
have in mind, ‘It is true, the Name of the L-rd,
who was the shield of Avraham, should be blessed”
One should have an equivalent intention for all
berachos” Also see Pachad Yitzchak, Iggaros
Ukesavim, letter 52, p. 86.

For further elucidation on the meaning of
“baruch” see Sefer Nefesh Hachayim, Sha'ar 2, Ch,
2-4. See, also Pathway to Prayer, Rabbi Mayer
Birnbaum, Appendix, p. 75.

8 Derech Sicha, p. 540

FThe Shulchan Aruch in 214:1 rules: “Any word-
ing for a blessing that does not contain mention
of the Divine Name and the fact that Hashem is
King does not have the status of a formal bless-
ing. if one omitted the Divine Name or the fact
that Hashem is King from a blessing he must say
the blessing again. In fact, even if one omitted the
word ‘Ha'olawm’ {of the universe} alone, he must
nevertheless make the blessing again, since say-
ing the word “Melecl’ (King) by itself is not ade-
quate.” See Biur Halacha, ibid, d.h. “Va'afilu,” in
which the Chofetz Chairn writes that when one
says a blessing without mentioning the Divine
Name, a transgression is not involved, whereas if
one mentions the Divine Name without mention
of the fact that Hashem is King, he transgresses
the prohibition against vain use of the Divine Name
(see Shemos 20:7).
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Lopian, 7731."* explains “lo niskavein” to
mean that “he did not have intent”
Although the patient who died prayed
with the same intensity as he whose
prayers were answered, he did not real-
Iy believe in the effectiveness of their
prayers.

Why then did he pray? When Jews hear
bad news, they instinctively pray, think-
ing that perhaps it might work — or that
at least, it may bring additional merit.
Ultimately, however, the man who was not
answered did not fully believe that his
prayers would save him,

Similarly, says Rabbi Lopian, when
one observes people passionately, tear-
fully praying or saying Tehillim for a
sick individual, they may be crying from
premature mourning, because they do
not believe that the patient will ever
recuperate,

A complete prayer, on the other
hand, is recited with faith and confidence
that prayer can heal the sick man even
more effectively than the [atest medical
advances

To succeed i our quest for a favor-
able judgment, the first step is to recog-
nize Hashem as our King on Rosh
Hashana — not only during the special
prayers said on that awesome day, but also
through the berachos and the regular
Shemoneh Esreisaid during the Ten Days
of Repentance. But then, we must go fur-
ther, and work to ensure that our prayers
are complete prayers, spoken with the con-
viction that they have unlimited power
to bring us all we need and desire in the
coming year.

Our FATHER IN HEAVEN: A LOVING
RELATIONSHIP

Even though recognition of Hashem’s
Kingship is a requisite feature of alt our
berachos, His sovereignty is not mentioned
in the first blessing of the Shemoneh Esred.

10 ShabbosiOa. See Ihid, Rashi, dh, “Chayei Olam.”
Y Derech Hashem, Vol. 4, Ch. 4:3

2 Rosh Hashana 18a

13 Ihig

14 Sefer Matnas Chayim, Yamiiz Nora'isn, p. 28.

Also, see With Hearts Full of Faith (Rabbi
Matisyabu Salomon, ArtScroll, p. 92).
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During the past three years, families
that made weddings conforming to
the Guidelines, saved many thousands
of dollars in unnecessary expenses.

The Guidelines reduce stress and anxiety,

and enable baalei simcha to enjoy the
spirit of the wedding, rather than being
focused on the excess trimmings.
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Tosafos 1 explain that Hasher's Kingship
is indeed mentioned in the words “ Elokei
Avraham.” Because Avraham proclaimed
to everyone that there is a G-d who is the
King of the world,’¢ the mention of
Avraham’s name serves to acknowledge
Hashenr's sovereignty.

Rabbi Eliezer Lopian" offers an alle-
gory that provides a further explanation:

When the king’s son speaks before
apublic gathering, he never refers to
the king as “my father” Rather, he
refers to him as “his majesty the king,”

At home, however, when the son

requests his father’s help, he does not

address him as “your majesty the
king.” He calls him “my father.”
ftisin this role—as children of the

King — that we call upon Hashem in

the opening beracha of the

Shemoneh Esrei. Therefore, although

we recognize Hasherm as our Kingand

sole provider, we rather call Him

“Elokeinu Veilokei avoseinu.

When we approach Hashem in
Shemoneh Esrei, we are coming home to
our Father. For us, Hashen's children, the
fear and awe one must feel in addressing
the King are tempered by the knowledge
of our Father’s love, which assures us that
Hashern will deal favorably with us. This,
says the late Rabbi Shimshon Pinkus
51,18 s the foundation of the concept
of bitachon—the recognition that we have
a Father in Heaven Who, out of His
boundless love for us, sees to our every
need.

During the Rosh Hashana Mussaf,
immediately after blowing the shofar, we
recite “Hayom haras olam — Today is the
birthday of the world.” In this prayer, again
we state, “Today, all creatures of the world
stand in judgment-whether as children
[of Hashem) or as servants. If as children,
be merciful with us as the mercy of a father
for children”1?

The central theme of Selichos?® recit-

157 bid.;\lso, see Rosh, [bid, for additional answers.

L6See Sefer Sifsei Chayim, Mo'adin, Vol 1 p. 124,
footnote 1, that Tosafos’s answer also applies to
the fact that we articulate in Shemoneh Esref that
Hashern s “G-d of Yitzchak, and G-d of Yaakov”
Y7 Choveres Kol HaTorah, cited in Sefer Otzeros
Mefarshet Hatefilla, Vol. 3, p. 877

18 Nefesh Shimshom, p. 16.




ed during the Aserres Yemei Teshuva is the
Thirteen Attributes of Mercy,?! in which
we plead to Flashern, “As a father has mercy
on his children, so, Hashem, may You have
mercy on us,”

Throughout the Ten Days of
Repentance between Rosh Hashana and
Yom Kippur, we continue to beseech our
Father even after Shemoneh Esrei. Most
congregations open the doors of the Holy
Ark and recite “Avinu Malkeinu — Our
Father, Our King,” in which we pray for
many personal and communal needs.

A man must raise a substantial
sum of money to avert a threatened
foreclosure on his home. He worries
day and night about his dire situation.
One morning, the phone rings; his
closest childhood friend will be com-
ing for a visit. This friend has become
very wealthy, and this provides him
with hope. Imagine how great his
hope would be if, instead of a friend,
the imminent visitor were his
wealthy father,who loves him and has
always helped him in the past.
Awaiting his father’s arrival, how con-
fident he would feel....22

The love of a father is uncondition-
al. It is not dependent on a child’s spir-
itual standing or on his merits. As the
Father of each and every one of us,
Hashem desires our spiritual and
material success. Regardless of our
station in life, we can rely on our
Father in Heaven.?’

A formertalmid came to Rabbi Pam
to discuss a serious matter. After some
discussion, Rabbi Pam offered his
advice. As the talmid prepared to
leave, he said, “Rebbi, in all honesty, I
am still not at peace with the situation.”

Rabbi Pam replied, “Say to the
Ribbono shel Olam: ‘Chazi de’aloch ka
samichna’?* — See that I am relying on
You.

Said the talmid, “With this under-
standing, 1 was able to accept his
advice with inner peace.... To this day,
those words continue to be a source of
strength for me.”>>
The unbounded expanse of a father’s

love is illustrated by the following: 26

Upon hearing of the death of his

son, Avshalom, King David ascend-

THEg JEWESH OBSERVYER

ed to the upper chamber of his

palace and cried for mercy for his son.

As he went, he cried out “My son,”

eight times. Each of the first seven

cries brought Avshalom out from
another of the seven levels of

Gehinnom. The last cry of “My son”

brought Avshalom to Olam Habba,

The World to Come.

This Gemara is difficult to understand,
Avshalom had threatened David's life and
his throne. Why would the king cry to save
this traitor from Gehinnom?

But this king was also Avshalons father.
No matter what a child has done, a lov-
ing father’s heart feels his child’s suffer-
ing. We love our children regardless of
their competence and moral fiber, sim-
ply because they are ours. We therefore
usually do our utmost to keep them

healthy and happy... as will our Father
in Heaven.

111. ASERRES YEME]
TESHUVA: PLEADING FOR
Our LIVES

.........................

he Navi?’ advises us: “Seek
THashem when He can be found;
call upon to Him when He is
near.” There is a specific time when an

individual can find Hashem - during the
ten-day period between Rosh Hashana

Please provide the following information:

Date of your Simchalevent

Famify names: Groom_

Obtain the precious negatives from your
Wedding, Bar/Bat Mitzvah or other event.

and Yom Kippur.?® It is then that we can
best arouse Hashem’s fatherly compas-
sion as we come before Him to plead for
all that is important to us, especially our
desire for continued life.

As Rabbi Yechezkel Levenstein 9"x12?
writes:

“[ Zachreinu lechayim]3C is not
just a request for life itself; it encom-
passes all that is connected to life -
health, sustenance, removing obsta-
cles and hardships are all included.”
To access all of these blessings, com-

plete prayer is the key. Even though

19 gee Sefer Sichos Mussar, Sha'arei Chayh;J:
Ma’amar 104, “Likras Yo Hadin p. 431.

20 Maost of the Selichos were composed between
the 8th and 10th centuries, See The Complete
ArtScroll Siddur, p. 816.

21 See Rosh Hashana Daf 17b.

22 Adapted from She’arim Batefilla, p, 49
23 Nefesh Shimshon, p. 301

24 From Bava Kama 100a

25 Rav Pam, Rabbi Shimon Finkleman, ArtScroll,
p. 415

26 5o1a, 10b
27 Yeshayahu 55,6
28 Rosh Hashana 18a

29 Sefer Ohr Yechezkiel, Elul-Yamim Nord'im,
109

N Zackreinu le’chayim Melech chafeitz bachay-
im, vekasveinu besefer hachayim lema’ancha
Elokim Chayin — Remember us for life, O King,
Who desires life, and inscribe us in the book of
life—for Your sake, O Living G-d.”
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Hashenr’s treasure house contains all that
we need, these blessings do not automat-
ically flow into our lives. They remain
locked in Heaven until we pray with the
conviction that our prayers can change
our lives.

A person has been living in unbear-
able poverty his entire life. He never has
enotgh food nor can he pay his bills.
People tell him that a treasure is
buried under the floorboards of his
house, but he doesn’t believe them. He
gives the floor a curious kick every so
often — maybe he’ll hear the jingle of
coins — but he only hears the clunk of
his heel against the wood. On the last
day of his life, a man walks in, lifts up
a plank and reveals a chest filled with
gems and gold. All the wealth the dying
man could have ever needed is in that
chest. His whole lifetime of miserable
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struggle plays out before his dimming

eyes; the stab of what could have been

is the last sensation he ever feels.

That piercing remorse is the lot of one
who does not believe in the power of
prayer and therefore does not utilize it.
The Nefesh Hachayim explains this
through a verse in Amos:*! “He recounts
to a person what were his deeds.” This,
he explains, refers to the revelation
people will experience in the World to
Come regarding the gifts that woldd have
been theirs had they only believed in the
power of prayer and used it.

Says Rabbi Pam 9"31: “These people
will be shown how their prayers could
have made a difference had they been said
with heartfelt concentration and convic-
tion. The sick person could have been
healed; the childless couple could have
been answered; the person looking for
a spouse could have found one.”32

Reb Bunim of Peshis’cha was a suc-
cessful businessman prior to his
appointment as Rebbe of his

Chassidim. During that time, he once

traveled to visit the Chozeh of Lublin,

He hoped to receive a blessing from him.

The Chozeh, however, was not able
to tell Reb Bunim what he wanted to
hear. “You are destined to lose all your
money this year,” the Chozeh told him.

The year progressed, and the
Chozeh’s prediction failed to materi-

We Also Carry
Brand Name
Shirts & Ties, for
Big & Tall as well,

at Discount Prices

alize. At the end of the year, Reb Bunim
returned to the Chozeh to report that
he had not suffered a loss, “What did
you do to thwart the evil decree?” the
Chozeh asked.

“I cried to Hashem the entire year,”
he answered.

“The decree that you would lose your
money was without [your] tears,” the
Chozeh explained. “When you prayed
with the confidence that your prayers
can change everything, however, every-
thing did change™3

IV. CONCLUSION

In Koveits Sichos Ma’amar
Mordechai,>* Rabbi Mordechai
Schwab'7¥y relates that a student once
cried to Rabbi Yechezkel Levenstein
that he had sinned and was unable to
do teshuva and change his evil ways.
Rabbi Yechezkel advised him not to
despair. He assured him that he would
succeed by beginning with just one
small step and that help from Hashem
would surely follow.

e have the same power to
Wevoke from Heaven all that we
need. To do so, we must

understand that Hashern is our King, and
also our Father; He is our Judge, and also
our Benefactor Who loves us uncondi-
tionally, and will always act for our good.
This knowledge gives each of us the
power to pray effectively during this crit-
ical time of year.

With that understanding comes the
focus, the concentration, the outpour-
ing of emotion and the confidence that
make our prayers real vehicles of teshu-
va and open the channels of beracha in
our lives, Ultimately, we must look with
confidence toward our all-powerful,
infinitely loving Father in Heaven, rely-
ing upon Him alone to ensure that the
coming year will be blessed with good-

32 The Pleasant Way, Rabbi Sholom Smith, p. 54,
Israel Bookshop

33 Tiferes Avos, p. 46
34yl 1, p. 87




As a source of inspiration and
directicn in our preparation
for the Yamim Nora'im, we
often look to accounts of the
dedication, love for Torah and
refined character of those who
teach us by their spoken word
and their way of life.

in this spirit, we present -

Impressions of

based on an appreciation tendered at Camp Ohr Shraga, by Rabbi Zev Smith. Rabbi
Nesanel Quinn served as Menaheil of Mesivta Torah Vodaath for close to fifty years,
and founded Camp Ohr Shraga 40 years ago. He was niftar on 28 Shevat/February 7.
A short biography appeared in The Jewish Ohserver, March '05.

S0 MANY FACETS

am told that at the sheloshim gath-

ering (marking a month since his

passing) of Reb Shraga Feivel
Mendlowitz 51 { Tishrel 5709/1948), one
could have thought that each speaker was
paying tribute to a different person: One
gadol spoke about Reb Shraga Feivel’s
emes, another about his mesiras nefesh,
and a third about his Torah or about his
avoda. Such was his gadlus.

The same thing could be said about
Rabbi Quinn. He was a man with so many
different aspects, features and facets, and
they were all accurate in their portrayal.

RABBI SMITH 15 A MEMBER OF THE KOLLEL OF
MESIVYA TORAH VOB AATH, A REGULAR MAGGID
SHIUR{LECTURER) FOR RESHET SHIURET TORAH,
AND SERVES AS MasHGracH INn CamMp OHR
SHRAGA.

About 25 years ago, Rabbi Yitzchak
Karp spoke to us in Camp Ohr Shraga
about his father-in-law, Reb Shraga
Fervel. At the end, he said, “Bachurim,
you never saw Reb Shraga Feivel. If you
want to see him, watch Rav Quinn.” On
a different occasion he added, “Although
Reb Shraga Feivel was unable to remain
a nistar {hidden fzaddik), Rav Quinn suc-
ceeded?”

TolLING IN TORAH
irst and foremost, Rabbi Quinn was
a yagei'a belorah — he toiled in
Torah. His life was a never-ending
expression of “Ma ahavii sorasecha kol
hayom hi sichasi— How I love Your Torah!
I speak of it all day long.” In all the years
that | was zochek to be with him, Rabbi

Quinn was a dedicated masmid. Early
mornings, late at night, Friday nights, the
long Shabbos afternoons, Motza'ei
Shabbos right after Melave Malka, on the
bus and train with his Gemara, and even
Motza'ei Tisha B'Av. No doubt that’s why
he had that passuk displayed in front of
our beis midrash in Camp Ohr Shraga.

If's not just the intensity with which
he learned; he never sat back on the chair,
but always leaned forward, into the
Gemara. Most of his life he tried when-
ever possible to learn standing — in keep-
ing with the Mishna { Sota 49a). That was
his expression of kevod halorah. He
exuded a youthfulness and vigor in his
learning that lasted until his final days.

Just a few years ago, after spending
months teaching Mesillas Yesharim on
Thursday nights in the Mesivta, the group
completed the sefer. “Bachurim.” he
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said “what’s my feeling now? Vehu
yosheiv pesach ha’ohel’ — Avraham
Avinu, after his achievements, was still
at the doorway. He was just beginning.
Rabbosai, we are just beginning Mesillas
Yesharir on this Thursday night.”

In recent years, I would stand outside

his office on the second floor of the
Mesivta, and watch him through his
slightly opened door. He would be sit-
ting and learning, hour after hour, with
the intensity of a bachur, the gentle kol
demama daka {soft voice) that person-
ified Rabbi Quinn. Toward the end of his

|V T D |
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Affix old label here

life, he was no longer preparing his shiur.
It was pure Torah lishma.

This is why he cherished time so
much, He would often say: “Time is life.
Because life is Torah — Ki heim chayeinu
— The words of Torah are our lives —
time is Torah.”

Before his afternoon rest, he would
tell his family: “Wake me up in seven
minutes.” Not eight minutes; that
would have wasted a minute,

In keeping with his diet, he would
eat part of an onion for breakfast. His
daughter (Mrs. Moshe Herskowitz)
would store the unfinished part in a
plastic bag in the refrigerator. He told
her not to bother wrapping it. Seeing
he was unhappy, she asked, “Does it
bother you if I bag the onion?”

He replied, “When taking out the
onion tomorrow, I waste seconds
unwrapping it.”

Time is life.

When asked about his special
attachment to Masechta Bei’ah, he
explained:

When he was a bachur, his
chavrusa came ten minutes late every
day. So he decided to devote those min-
utes to Masechta Bei’ah, which he even-
tually finished in that time slot.

In the Mesivta, he would constant-
Iy tell us, “Bachurim, when you're going
on the bus, or on the train you're safer
with a sefer.” In fact, he had a seder
in Daf Yomi on the train.

When the doctor would examine
Rabbi Quinn during his final severe ill-
ness, he was amazed to find him sitting
up learning... embodying “Ki heim
chayeinu - The words of Torah are our
lives”

Rabbi Quinn was the first kollel
yungerman in America. In June, 1934,
Reb Shraga Feivel was sick, and he
entrusted Rabbi Quinn, who was then
24 years old, with the Mesivta. Reb Shraga
Feivel recuperated, and Rabbi Quinn was
relieved of his duties, so he sat down to
learn full time. This was before Rabbi
Aharon Kotler or the Mirrer Yeshiva had
come to America and pioneered kolle-
lirn here.
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His whole life resonated with Ki heim
chayeinu — from when he was the first
kollel yungerman, to his very last days
when he learned torah lishma in the
office, and then in the hospital.

Mippos - THE MEASURE OF
THE MAN

.........................

abbi Quinn possessed exception-
Rai middos. Not only did he learn

Shas, Shas hut em gelernt. His con-
duct reflected “dracheha darchei no’am
- its ways are ways of pleasantness.”

A grandson told me that during the
last few days of his life, Rabbi Quinn
could no longer daven, so he suggested:
“Just say a small tefilla” At first Rabbi
Quinn found that too difficult, and then
responded with, “Vesishlach refua
sheleima, leNesanel ben Devora Miriam,
barely getting the words out. Then
with a surge of energy, he said, “besoch
she’ar cholei Yisroel — amongst all the sick
of Israel” No strength for himself, but
beseeching on behalf of others, he was
suddenly energized.

The kitchen staff in Camp Ohr
Shraga told me that every day, Rabbi
Quinn thanked the cook for the delicious
meals. Rabbi Quinn was not a food con-
noisseur, He always ate leftovers. But he
saw people behind each serving.

About 50 years ago, a bachur in

Mesivta had lost his father. Rabbi

Quinn called him into the office the first

Friday after the shiva. “lake this

quarter [then, it was a lot more than

itis today],” he told him, “and buy your
mother flowers. Tell her that you
were thinking of her. Dor’t say it cante
from me. You were thinking of her”
Recently, he was working with a
bachur who was very difficult and not

responsive. Finally, he said, “Do me a

favor” — he was over 90 at the time —

“please learn, I'm fasting— in fact, I've

already fasted a few times so you should

start learning. And it’s hard for me.”

Rabbi Quinn asked a friend of mine
to take him te visit a nursing home, He
said, “Really, I should be here. P'm older

than everybody else. If the Eibershter

gives me the strength, ] want to com-

fort patients.”

We heard Rabbi Quinn when he
spoke in Qhr Shraga about his yedid
nefesh, Rabbi Pam. He said, “I knew
him intimately for 70 years. He never
got angry.” We all saw the same
midda in Rabbi Quinn.

To Rabbi Quinn kavod — honor — was
nonsense. Yet, week after week, he spent
Erev Shabbos with the gabbai, going over
the aliyos, to make certain that everybody
would get the proper kavod. As the baalei
mussar say, ” Yenems gashmivus iz meine

became the other person. A dedicated
aswid, solving the other’s problems was
his ruchniyus

YASHRUS - INTEGRITY

.........................

abbi Quinn was an embodiment
Rof the passuk: “Elokim assa es

ha'adam yashar — Hashem made
man upright” Rabbi Don Ungarischer
said that he heard Reb Shraga Feivel com-
ment, “Ich hub gemacht ein gleichen
mentsch, und dos iz Nesanel - T made one
upright individual, and that is Nesanel

[Quinn]”

EVERY DAY, RABBI QUINN THANKED THE
COOK FOR THE DELICIOUS MEALS. HE WAS
NOT A FOOD CONNOISSEUR, HE ALWAYS ATE
LEFTOVERS. BUT HE SAW PEOPLE BEHIND
EACH SERVING

ruchniyus. Meeting the other person’s
material needs is my spirituality.” Rabbi
Quinn took it up a level more. What he
understood so deeply to be nonsense,
ober far yenem iz es epes ~is, neverthe-
less, of significance for others.

Rabbi Quinn was the classic
mistapeik bemuat — he made do with a
minimum, He never used air-condition-
ing. He tried not to use the lights. He ate
leftovers. His seat in the shiur room was
a milk crate that he stood on end, cov-
ered with a piece of cardboard — official-
ly, so he could see the boys better. We
knew the truth. Gashmivus meant little
to him. But for the other person? He ran
Ohr Shraga, forever giving generously to
others.

Time was so precious to him, yet he
gave of himself freely to others. When
you would sit down to talk with him,
he would take off his glasses to focus on
you, his head constantly nodding, his
facial expressions reflecting concern. If
you told him of a simcha, his face would
light up with that classic smile. If there
was a problem, you would see the pain
on his face. A phenomenal listener, he

When 1 discussed things with him
over the years, at times he would say, “It
has to be dene right” In other words, it
may not be wrong; it’s not an aveira. But
we don’t do that. It’s not right.. .. It must
be yashar.

Several months ago, the Ohr
Shraga office in error sent a bill to a
bachur who had already paid for camp.
Rabbi Quinn found out about it, and
was mortified: “You must apologize.”
He himself called up, and left a tele-
phone message. Still not satisfied, he
wrote an apology to the bachur. It was-
n’t his responsibility. But he could not
live with a breach in yashrus

He not only lived yashrus — he
taught it. Every summer in Ohr
Shraga, he would say divrel Torah after
davening, often on how a person does
not like to admit that he’s wrong. “A
person persists in reinforcing his ini-
tial statements, and that’s the cause of
machlokess and agmas nefesh (argu-
ments and anguish). And I have a solu-
tion,” he would say. “Stand in front of -
the mirror, and say over and over —say
it 160 times — ‘I am wrong. You are
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right”” It was a training session in
vashrus: learning to say, “I'm wrong.”
He would call for “respect for people,
respect for property.” More than verbal-
izing, he taught this by his very being.
He spent his last Sukkos with his
daughter and son-in-law. Leaving the
sukka during the night, he slipped and
fell on the driveway. A 94-year-old man
lying there in pain, he would not wake
anybody up because one does not steal
somebody else’s sleep.
His relationship with his devoted reb-
betzin reflected the Rambam’s directives

on how to be zahir bikevod ishto (metic-
ulous regarding the honor due one’s
wife}. One need only recall what he said
two years ago, in Ohr Shraga, after she
had passed away: “We were married over
70 vears, and we never had a machlokess.
Chilukei dei’os {differences of opinion),
yeh, Machlokess, nisht.

One small incident: About five
years ago, a bachur had some dental
work before the summer. The non-
Jewish technician had to send him some
rubber bands for a brace, and asked for
his mailing address.
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He said, “T’'m
near Ellenville,”

As if it struck a raw nerve, shocked,
she said “A Jewish boys’ camp?”

He said yes.

“There was a Ukrainian bungalow
colony across the road from it?”

Yes.

She excitedly called to her associ-
ate in the office, “Remember how I
always spoke about the nicest person
I ever met, in that Jewish boys’ camp?
This boy goes to that camp!”

“Thirty years ago,” she said, “we
were in that colony, and we didw't have
a swimming pool — a bunch of girls
warnted to go swimming. [ was a defi-
ant, assertive girl, and I announced,
‘T'm going to march over to the rabbi
and ask him if I can go swimming
there.

“My friend had said, *You're not
even dressed properly. How could you
do that?’

“I went anyway, and asked him. He
didn’t look at me, but spoke to me with
such respect. “You know,’ he said, ‘we
dor’t have swimming for our ladies.
How could you go swimming? We dom't
have a ladies’ time. Do me a favor. Try
to find an alternative. If you still want,
come back, and we’ll find a solution.””

This lady said, “I never went back.
But the way he treated me! I've been
talking about this nicest rabbi all these
years.”

The bachur asked, “Whe is the
rabbi?”

She says, “The name that I remem-
ber is Rabbi Quinn. Could that be?”
Imagine the kiddush Hashem of

speaking with dignity and respect to a
brazen girl, who would say, thirty years
later, “Look what a Yid is!”

A few months ago, [ was zocheh to
name niy son after Rabbi Quinn, and I
related this story at the bris. A well-known
mechaneich asked me, “Are you sure that
story is true? 1 hope not, because if it is,
he is mechayev us — placing a tremen-
dous responsibility on all of us. Look
what a Yid could accomplish by being
a mentsch!”

I told him, “Rav Quinn would never
want to be mechayev another. Perhaps

in Camp Ohr Shraga,
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he would like us to say, ‘Look how this
shows us the opportunities that we have
of speaking with respect to others and
the lasting effect that it could have.”

ANIVUS PERSONIFIED

abbi Quinn’s actions defined
Rthe word “anav,” the bittul, the

hachna’a (self-negation and sub-
missiveness) that he had toward peo-
ple that were his own talmidim! Until
his Jast day in the Mesivta, he ate break-
fast and lunch in the dining room with
the boys. When anybody would
approach him to talk, he would imme-
diately stand up.

I'was gabbai when I was a bachur, He
forbade us to call him up to the Torah
with the title “Moreinu.” Other rebber’im
in Mesivta were called Moreinu, but “Ich
bin nisht kein Moreinu”

When he told me not to give him
aliyos, 1 protested, “But Ray Quinn is a
kohein!”

“Yes, but no one thinks about that.
They'll be jealous of me. One aliya for
the yahrzeit, and that’s it”

When we'd stand up for him in Ohr
Shraga or in the yeshiva, he would
protest, Dor't remind me of my age, as
though the only reason to rise for him
was because he was a zakein (an elder)!

TEACHING BY LIVING
EXAMPLE

.........................

e was a mechaneich for close to
H seventy years. Yes, he taught the
ninth grade in Ohr Shraga till
his last summer, three hours a day,
Gemara, Chumash, dikduk. More than
that, he taught every aspect of
Yiddishkeit, in line with “Emor me'at va'a-
sei harbei — Say little, do much” (Avos|,
17). To teach people, to inspire them, talk
litle. The primary tool is to do. The great-
est mechaneich is not the one who
instructs “Do as I say;” but conveys “Do
asIdo.”
We learned the meaning of Shabbos
by watching him. His glowing Shabbos

countenance taught us the beauty of
Shabbos. He remarked about the value
of a minute of Shabbos — “Shaarci
Teshuva 293 says to stretch the *Borchi!
in Maariv after Shabbos because you gain
another minute of Shabbos.”

And how he cherished Erev Shabbas!
He was ready hours before the 2’man.

Tisha B’Av was not just a lesson, it was
an experience.... As a young bachur, |
went to Rabbi Quinn’s Eicha shiur, a
week or so before the fast. To see him
stand and cry in advance of Tisha B°Ay
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needed no elaboration.

On Tisha B’Av itself, ’d sit next to
him, if just for the bechiyos (wailing)
that we heard from him. He had
yahrzeit on Shabbos Chazon. He read
the Haftorah — he did not want
someone else to read it, because they
would use the Eicha tropp — mourn-
ing cantillations - that some find
unsuitable for Shabbos. So he leined
it himself. But he made matters
worse. He would start choking up and
then cry...over the Churban theme in
the Haftorah.
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He taught the halachos in Shulchan |
Aruch Orach Chayim, 180: “Before i
bentching, one should remove the |
knife from the table.” One of the rea- |
sons is because someone once was |
bentching, and reaching “Uvenei %

couldn’t live without Yerushalayim?”
A friend of mine was at a wedding
where the family gave Rabbi Quinn
beracha acharita (the last of the seven
berachos under the chupa). When he
reached the words “Od yishama — Let

HE TOLD ME, AS THE GABBAI OF ZEMIROS,
“SING THE NIGGUN ‘HOSHIA ES AMECHA.”
A BEAUTIFUL MELODY, IT WAS OLD-FASHIONED
AND NOT POPULAR ANYMORE. SEEING
THE LACK OF ENTHUSIASM ON MY FACE,

HE EXPLAINED, “WE CAN'T DAVEN

ON SHABBOS FOR OUR BROTHERS.

BUT WE COULD SING FOR THEM.”

Yerushalayim — Rebuild Jerusalem,” he
became so distraught that he took the
knife and stabbed himself.

Rabbi Quinn asked: What are the
chances that today someone will do this,
that the Shulchan Aruch should call for
removing the knives? He said that
Chazal were teaching us: “Look how a
Yid feit about the Churban! He simply

KARKA IN ERETZ YISROEL

Call Rabbi Gavriel Beer for information on
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and other locations in [srael.
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there be heard in the cities of Jjudah
and the streets of Jerusalem sounds
of joy...,” he was so overcome with
emotion that it took him a few min-
utes to regain his composure.

This incident was shared with the
family at the shiva, and they said, “We
never gave Rav Quinn beracha
acharita. He couldn’t handle it!”

VISITING NY?
MIDWOOD
GUEST SUITES
Ave. J, Brooklyn
718-253-9535

LOOKING INSIDE

L A B

ow he taught us to learn from
H nature, in the manner of “Se’u

marom eineichem ~ Lift yvour
sights upward” If a person wants to
acquire ahavas Hashem, the Rambam
says, he should look at the miracles of
the natural world. He often took us on
walks, pointed to this tree, that patch
of grass; each was a cheftza shel mitz-
vah, an obiect to learn from. He would
often quote Reb Shraga Feivel, “Ma’le’a
ha’aretz kinyanecha - The earth is full
of Your possessions” { Tehillim 104,24).
But it also was “Your kinyan,” a way of
acquiring love of Hashem, as the
Rambam says.

He told us that Reb Shraga Feivel
once davened in a beis midrash look-
ing out the window. A Jew who did-
1wt know who he was said, “Vos kukst
du aroist Why are you looking
out?”

Reb Shraga Feivel replied, “Ich kuk
arein. P’m looking inside.”

Rabbi Quinn urged us, “Kuk arein.
Open your eyes and see a world, and

internalize the sense of wonder: Mi
bara eileh — Who created all this!"”

FEELING THE PAIN

........ . oe o

abbi Quinn taught us to feel the
Rpain of another Yid. In 1982,

there was fighting going on
with Lebanon in Ererz Yisroel He
instituted daily Tehillim for “our fellow
Jews who are suffering.” Shabbos
arrived, and he told me, as the gabbai
of zemiros, “Sing the nigeun ‘Hoshia es
Amntechda’ (the lyrics are words from dav-
ening, ‘Save Your Nation and Biess Your
Inheritance.)”

A beautiful melody, it was old-fash-
ioned and not popular anymore,
Seeing the lack of enthusiasm on my
face, he explained, “We can’t daven on
Shabbos for our brothers. But we
could sing for them.”

I started the niggun, and was getting
funny looks. So I told one bachur, and
the next, “It’s a musical fefilla for the
situation....”




The hisorrerus (inspiration) arouse
by that rekida (dance) in 5742 still res-
onates in my bones: You can’t be obliv-
ious to another Yid's crisis. We can’t
always daven, but we could dance for
them.

TORAH IN THE SUMMER

D T T T e L I

abbi Quinn was able to accom-

plish what he did because he
believed in the nitzchiyus {eter-

nity) of Torah, in all circumstances.
And maybe more importantly, he
believed in the potential of a ben Torah.
Today, Baruch Hashem, there area
number of summer learning camps.
Over 40 years ago, when he had the
dream of founding Ohr Shraga, the
idea was unheard of. Learning day and
night during the winter was a viable
achievement. But during the summer?
He followed in the footsteps of his
rebbi, Reb Shraga Feivel, who had
opened Camp Mesivta in the 1930s
over fierce opposition: You're wasting
your money, he was told, but he
established the first yeshiva-type

“summer camp in America, with

scheduled times for Torah study, as
well as sports activities.

Reb Shraga Feivel passed away, and
Rabbi Quinn continued that legacy.
When he started Ohr Shraga, people
were probably skeptical: “It’s not
going to work. Do you know what else
goes on in the mountains during the
suminer? You have to make modifica-
tions, compromises.” It was viewed as
a dream. Yet Ohr Shraga became a
thriving reality where hundreds of
bachurim spent glorious summers
graced by Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetsky
5oxt, and then 72 Rabbi Zelik Epstein
RDWw,

Today, 40 years later, taking into
account the numerous camps that are
@ product or a by-product of Rabbi
Quinn’s vision, one could say that over
a million hours of limud haTorah are
to his credit, because he believed in
the eternal tenacity of Torah in
America, in the summer. He was the
bridge that connected us to the glo-
rious world of Reb Shraga Feivel,
Rabbi David Leibowitz and Rabbi
Shlomo Heiman.

THE STRENGTH OF AN EVED -
HASHEMS LOYAL SERVANT

P .

...... v s e .

erhaps Rabbi Quinn’s greatest
attribute was that he was an eved
Hashem.

Life of a Jew as an eved Hasheniis about
tulfilling Hashent's will. The challenges of
life only arise when a person injects “anoch?
— his own interests. For some people, it’s
pursuit of kavod. For others, it’s desire for
money, For yet others, it’s acting out on
impulses and base desires.

But there’s one type of person who can
overcome this anochi factor — the eved
Hashem. An eved by definition is a non-
entity. There is no me, no anochi. The eved
doesn’t even have a hand of his own, Itis
an extension of his master. Whatever the
eved acquires belongs to his master. This
is why the Mishna in Avos says that one
should be an eved who serves without con-
sideration of reward. The Ramban
( Devarim 6,13) explains that everything
a Jew does should be for his master, thus
fulfilling the ideal that all his actions are
leSheim Shamayim {Avos 2:12). 1t is
known that Rabbi Aharon Kotler said that
Rabbi Shraga Feivel's every act was
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leSheitn Shamayim, and 1 believe that the
same could be said about Rabbi Quinn.

Thus, in his long, productive life, he did
things that no one else would consider
doing. Because he wasn’t a melech— he was
an eved.

He was multi-talented. He was artis-
tic. He had an inspiring voice, and led
Shacharis on Yamim Noraim in the
Mesivta for scores of years. He was
extremely knowledgeable. He was an
appealing speaker. Rabbi Moshe Wolfson
told me that when he was a talnid in the
Mesivta, Rabbi Quinn was “the idol of the
Mesivta.” Yet, I never knew another per-
son that not only stepped to the side, but
ran to the side, and dreamt of being the
classic “ro’eh ve'eino nir'eh — sees, but is
not seen.”

Rabbi Quinn once emerged from the
mikva and said to a talmid. “Tell me, what
is the kavana one should have in the
mikva? I'll tell you. Total bitrul —
complete negation of self. Under the
water, if one hair is sticking out, the
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immersion is invalid.”

This explains his extraordinary con-
duct in the Mesivta. Until his last days,
when he was over 90, he would travel by
train or fly to other cities to raise money
for the Mesivta. His legendary devotion
to Torah Vodaath’s Emergency Aid Fund
over the years was remarkable. He also
went overseas for a d’var mitzvah when
he was over 90.

He once came into the financial office
with an envelope of salary checks.
(Incidentally, he was the lowest-paid
rebbi, because his children were mar-
ried and he insisted on taking a redue-
tion in his salary.) He had checks that
he had never cashed, totaling $93,000,
plus a personal check of another $7,000,
And he said, “I always wanted to
donate money to the Mesivta because
this is my life. Here is my donation of
$100,000 to the Mesivta.”

One summer, the pool was re-
cemented just before Tisha B’Av, and he

personally painted it. “Tt is not befitting

a man of your position,” someone

protesied.

He replied, “I'm working for bnei
Torah. It is an honoer to be meshameish
bakodesh — this is sacred service”

A man recalls how 50 years ago, as
a bachur, he was spotted by Rabbi
Quinn in the hall. He said, “Come into
my office.” He went to the shelf, took out
shoe polish and got down on his knees.
The boy protested, “Rav Quinn is not
polishing my shoes!” Rabbi Quinn
said, “Do me a favor. P'm doing it this
time, but do it yourself next time.” How
could a menaheil bend down and pol-
ish the shoes of a young bachur?
Because he views a ben Torah as a
melech, and “I'm the eved.”

Someone suggested to a writer that
he interview Rabbi Quinn for an arti-
cle: “You'll find out so much of the past
history” Said the writer, “It doesn’t pay.
I once gave him the manuscripts on a
book about Reb Shraga Feivel, and
wherever he saw a story about himself,
he struck it out. You think he's going to
tell me about himself?”

People wondered how Rabbi Quinn
never stopped smiling. We who knew him
better knew that the question was greater.
Rabbi Quinn endured many, many dif-
ficult events in his life.

The answer? Rabbi Quinn was a mas-
ter rebbi in the very difficult sugya (topic)
of chavivim yisurim (suffering is pre-
cious). His ubiquitous smile was his
expression of emuna, as he said “Gam
zu letova.” But there s more to that. He
was an eved. And even if it might seem
as though it were a case of Asei imi ve'ei-
ni zancha — The Master can say to the
eved, “Work, but I'll not support you,”
and the eved continues to work with
devotion.

His daughter remarked that he never
complained, except three weeks before his
petira, when he was so weak that he could-
n’t put on his own shoes, and she had to
help him. He krechtzed, “Oy, look what
has become of me.” As a servant he could-
't bear being served by others.
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who completed different Gemaros. After
the siyum, there was arekida. The few
hundredbnei Torah in the circle includ-
ed bachurim from 80 different yeshiv-
os, each one holding on to the next one,
singing “Ashreinu ma tov chelkeinu uma
na'im goraleinu — How fortunate we are,

is last Shabbos in Ohr Shraga cap-
Htured the essence of Rabbi
Quinn. He had been in the hos-
pital for a few days. Although extremely

weak, he was released for Shabbos. His son,
Rabbi Zalman Pinchas, told me that he

how good is our portion and how

sweet is our lot.” The celebration

marked the triumph of Rabbi Quinn’s

emuna in Torah in America, his love for

achdus, and belief in the potential of the

summer for growth in Torah. ®
" As in Bereishis 18,1

scarcely had the strength to walk unassist-
ed. Yet, he came into the dining room for
the seuda, and before long, he was stand-
ing in the center, moving his hands, direct-
ing the zemiros with such grace, and fervor,
because that was his life.

Rabbi Quinn was the master conduc-
tor who took people and led them to the
only goal in life - “Tov lehodos LaShem,
it Is good to sing praise to G-d”

Where did he get strength from? He got
it from his gvdus - his servitude — that
never ended.

Of all the poignant scenes thar I | . h

reme{nber; onepof the most memorable | Wlt Out g

took place at the end of his last sutnmer

in Ohr Shraga. There was a siyam on
various masechtos learned during the
summmer, with over 20 mesayemim

1 wish I could
speak to a

frum therapist
on the phone

ving

my name.”

Dedicated by Mr & Mrs. Shmuel Boruch Wilhelm

You can! Just call
The Yitti Leibel
Helphne.

San'.l.-I.Zp.m )
- 8pm llpm
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Monday Thursd"ly

Chicagt..... ....(800) HELP—023
Lakewood coevenreeeenne. (732) 363-1010
Cleveland...ooceeeuceceee.... (888) 209-8079
Baltimore.uevnieceonnnan, {410) 578-1111
Detroit ....... A877) 435-7611
San Picgo .. (866) 385-0348
TOVONED e cerrrirsccraens (416) 784-1271

The Rebbetzin Phyfis Weinberg Branch of the Yitti Leibel Helpline
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foreign exchange, global securitics and brokerage services, and foreign currency mortgages, If vour standards call for nothing tess than 100%
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“What do you mean, ‘My ten Jews'?
The ones I daven with?”

They aren’t yours. You just daven with
them.

“My famihr”

Kind of, but that's not what we are get-
ting at.

Present statistics put the present
world Jewish population at around
eleven million Jews. Over one million are
observant.

This means that, roughly speaking, for
every ten secufar Jews — there is one
Orthodox one.

So who are your ten?

THE BEST WaAY

Those in kiruv can tell you that the
best way to be mekareiv secular Jews is
through personal contact, There was once
a study done that found that any one per-
$0n can maintain contact with some 250
people. So a kiruv professional might have
room for, let’s say, 100 people. If there
are some 1000 kiruv professionals work-
ing right now, that would cover 100,000

RABBI W. LEVES IN JERUSALEM

Jews. Who is going to be mekareivall the
rest?

Hence, our question: Whe are your ten
Jewst The ones counting on you. The
ones who will fose their eternity because
no one bothered to try and reach out to
them.”

“Well, I'm not a kiruv professional.
What do you want from mel”

Actually, no one is asking you to
become a kiruv professional. Kiruv
professionals are great for organizing
programs, seminars, handling difficult
cases, and acting as a resource. But, as
most kiruv professionals will tell you,
what most secular Jews need is simply
personal contact with a frum Jew, Some
one who cares. Someone who can
show them just a little bit of Yiddishkeit.
Many success stories have begun with
a hittle Pirkei Avos learned together.
{“Hey, Jack. How'd vou like to learn
together from an ancient Jewish text 5
minutes a week?”) A regular Shabbos
table is probably the most effective kiruv
too] ever created.

Could you make mistakes? Perhaps.
They understand that you are also
human, and will give you a lot of leeway

i
b

in appreciation for your efforts on
their behalf.

Various kiruv organizations also offer
kiruv training for lay people — if you feel
you need it. [ Though most “kiruv train-
ing” is rather obvious: Smile, be nice,
don’t tell him his ideas are stupid. You're
not expected to know everything, so if
you're not sure how to answer a ques-
tion, tell him - he'll respect your hon-
esty. “Training” includes a few numbers
of kiruv organizations and a local rabbi
to call for advice - and now you're an
expert!] In any event, what is worse?
Leaving them to die a spiritual death, or
risking a few mistakes or awkward
moments?

Besides, if they really are your ten Jews,
eventually you are going to meet them
in the Olamn Hd'emes. Either as frum Jews
with their generations of children and
great-grand children - or as lost souls
who can only ask you: “Why didn’t you
at least try?” m

" As a public service, we mention that Partners
in Torah has a list of non-religious Jews who would
like to learn bechavrusa or over the phone. Call
thern at 80G-STULY-4-2 {800-788-3942).
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GLoRrI10US CLOUDS -
GLORIOUS SUKKOS

itting in a sukka can be a magical

experience. Under ordinary circum-

stances, the mere thought of hav-
ing to move out of a comfortable home
to spend a week In accommodations no
larger than a garage would make one
shudder with dread. But on Sukkos, the
experience is not merely bearable, but
even beautiful. Fven the stark bare light
bulb dangling from the ceiling seems to
shine with an ethereal glow. And the chil-
dren’s decorations, which normally
would be considered too tacky to even
display on a fridge door, seem to sparkle
with the brilliance of a priceless chan-
delier. How can these strange feelings be
explained?

Our sages teach that every mitzvah

that the Jewish People accepted with joy,

Ransl GREENWALB, A MEMBER OF THE KOoLLEL
Bats HATALMUD IN MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA, S
AUTHOR OF RES MENDEL (ARTSCROLE), A BEOG-
RAPHICAL APPRECIATION oF Rappr MeENDEL
KapLan 2"XY His ARFIGLE "THE BATILE FOR THE
MENORA,” APPEARED N JO DEC, "04.

they still perform with joy. If we find the |
sukka such an inviting and comfortable 1
place, we can safely assume our forefa-
thers also shared those same feelings. It's )
no wonder, etther, as the sikka commem-
orates the anannet hakavod — the clouds \
of glory — that accompanied the Jewish
People in their sojourn in the desert.)
The benefits provided by these 1
miraculous clouds surpass our wildest
imagination. Aside from shieiding Bnei
Yisroel from the harsh elements and dan-
gers of the desert wasteland, it also was
climate controlled to an optimal temper- l
ature of comfort. No less than the |
concierge of the most expensive hotels, ]
the clouds not only cleaned and pressed |
their dothing, but also provided contin- ‘
uous alterations as required. Our sages
teach that the douds even radiated a spir- !
itual light that surpassed natural forms l
of illumination, which gave them the
penetrating vision to see within the con- \
tents of closed containers.? Most impor- |
tantly, the clouds served as a tangible !
reminder of Hashemt's presence amidst
His people and demonstrated His con- L
stant love and protection. |

THE DARKER SIDE
oF CLoUuDS

his being the case, the prayer many

say upon entering the sukka

seems entirely incongruous: “In
the merit of leaving my home, may itbe
reckoned as if ] wandered in exile”? Reb
Tzaddok Hakchein asks: the definition
of galus 1s pain and discomfort, while
dwelling in the sukka is the exact oppo-
site - so much so, that one who is in dis-
comfort is altogether absolved from
sttting in the sukka, So, how can we com-
pare such a pleasant and beautiful
experience as sitting in a sukka to the suf-
fering of exile?

Apparently, the clouds contained an
entirely different dimension, as well. If,
as the saying goes, “Every dark cloud con-
tains a silver linmg,” the reverse is also

T Mechilta, Beshalach 13

2 Beraisa De'meleches Hamishkan, chap. 14.

3 This prayer is based on the Pesikta that says that
the reason the festival of Sukkos immediately fol-
lows Yo Kippur is that if one is deserving of exile,
the dweiling in the sukka should be considered
as having gone into exile.
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axiomatic: “Every silver cloud has its dark
lining, too.” Although the clouds were
dominantly positive, they also contained
some harsh components, as a recessive
trait. For instance, when the Jews sinned
in the desert, the clouds immediately
descended? in a dramatic show that served
as a harbinger of Divine rebuke and ret-
ribution that were soon to follow.”

Although we mentioned earlier that
the clouds’ conveniences surpassed serv-
ice in the most luxurious hotel known
to man, a five-star space station would
be a more accurate analogy. Cocooned
in a delicate life-support system, their lives
continuously hung in a delicate balance,
which in turn was directly linked to their
spiritual level. The clouds instantly
repelled those who were spiritually
unifit, as was the case with those who wor-
shiped idols from the tribe of Dan. To
be continuously cognizant of the pow-
erful hand of Hashem - ready to appor-
tion either pain or pleasure — may have
been a source of strain and consterna-
tion to anyone less worthy than the gen-
eration of that great era.®

The dor hamidbar rose to the challenge
that the clouds presented. Despite the
inherent harsh components present, they
focused totally on the positive aspects of
the clouds. They viewed them for what
they truly were: the omnipresent sign of
a loving Father Who guides His child by
the hand and protects him under His
watchful eve. If, to this day, we feel a srall

inkling of the warmth of His Divine love
while we sit in the sukka, we have our
forefathers to thank for instilling those
feelings within us.

FroMm CLOUDS OF GLORY
TO CLOUDS OF EXILE

.........................

he mitzva of sukka serves as a
I perennial reminder of those
miraculous clouds of glory that
enveloped the Jewish nation in the desert.
But whatever happened to those clouds
after the Jewish people entered the
Land of Israel? The Mechilta says that
those clouds never dissipated, but con-
tinue to exist for all times.” Even in our
most distant futare history, the clouds
of glory will not only exist, but also con-
tinue to play an important role. At the
time of the resurrection of the dead,
Hashem will call upon those clouds of
glory and instruct them to pour the dew
of eternal life upon the Children of
Israel.B
The Mechilta appears to defy compre-
hension. Granted that those magnificent
clouds await us in the World to Come,
but how do we appreciate that they are
with us in all times, even in our dark peri-
ods of exile? We cap perhaps reconcile
this difficulty with another passage
from the Mechilta, “Come and see, the
healing of Hakadosh Baruch Hu is

4 Goe Shemos 16, 10; Bamidbar 17,7; Devarim
31,15

3 The commentators make clear that the clouds of
glory also served as a testing ground of the Jewish
People’s fevel of faith. When the clouds sertled dur-
ing the course of their wanderings, it was a sign for
the Jewish People to set up camp at that location,
When the clouds moved onward, it signaled to the
Tewish People to resume their travel. At times, as
soon as the Jews settled down at a par ticulatly invit-
ing oasis, the clouds immediately urged them to
mave onwards. At other times, when the landscape
was unusually bleak and unhospitable, the clouds
reniained stationary for long periods of time, This
unpredictable situation was potentially unnerving,
yet the Jewish nation accepted it with serene faith,
and the Torah records their desert travels in exact
detail as a testimony to their exalted stature in this
regard. {See Seforno, Banridbar9, 17-23 and 33,2.)

6 The clouds’ dual aspect of containing elements

readily apparent when the Jewish nation crossed
the Yam Suf. The Malbim ( Yeshaya 4,6) points out
that the very same clouds of glory which led the
Jewish People out of Egypt, later turned into a
buffer zone, separating them and the Egyptian
army. The clouds also absorbed all the projectiles
thrown by the Egyptians, and shot them back at
them with deadly accuracy. Similarly, the cloud
of fire that gave light to the Jewish People melt-
ed the wheels of the Egyptian chariots that helped
bring about their downfall.

In the times of Moshiach the prophet Yeshaya
(4,6) reveals that the clouds of glory and fire will
once again return, in a re-enactiment of their orig-
inal role. There again, the same cloud that will
be a protective cloud of glory for the righteous
will be harmful “smoke” to destroy the wicked.
Simitarly, the cloud of fire at night that will pro-
vide illumination to the righteous will be a destruc-
tive fire that will consume the wicked.

7 Mechilta, Beshalach 13

of both blessing and punishment is even more | 8 Mechilta, Yisro 20
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and blood. Human beings cause a
wound with a sharp metal knife and heal
through salves and bandages. But
Hakodosh Boruch Hu is not tike that.
Rather, using the same instrument with
which He inflicts wounds, He heals as
well. When Hakadosh Baruch Hu exiled
the Jewish People, He did so only with
douds. So too, when He will gather them
from exile, He will also do so only with
clouds?

Even in exile, the clouds of glory are
still with us; they just recede to the back-
ground. Just as changing weather condi-
tions can shift ordinary clouds into
various shapes and forms, the same is true
with spiritual clouds. The douds that
accompanied the Jewish nation in the
desert were dominantly a medium of
blessing and their negative component was
just a faint shadow. In exile, it’s the exact
opposite; the clouds’ primary role is to
form a barrier between Heaven and us.

The Gemara relates that the preem-
inent sage, Rava, wouldn’t decree a fast
day on cloudy days because “the clouds
would block the prayers from ascend-
ing to heaven.” At first glance, his rul-
ing appears odd. How could physical
clouds have the power to block prayer,
which is of a spiritual nature? However,
in light of the above, his approach is per-
fectly understandable. Rava realized
that clouds contain a metaphysical
dimension as well, which, in effect, blocks
the rays of spiritual light, and clouds our
spiritual vision.10
9 Mechilta, Beshalach 14
19 That clouds during exile obscure our spiri-
tual vision is also apparent from the Gemara
{Berachos 59a) that states, “From the day the
Temple was destroyed, the sky is no longer seen
in its pure clarity, As it states { Yeshaya 50,3 accord-
ing to the translation of the Malbim and Ibn Ezra),
“I clothe the heavens in blackness {of clouds] and
make the sackcloth their garment.”

A clear, pure sky serves as a conduit of higher
spiritual perceptions. The sages say that the pur-
pose of the blue thread of the tzirzis is to draw
our atten:tion to the sky, which in turn reminds
us of Hasheni's Heavenly abode, With the
absence of a sky in its pristine state, these per-
ceptions became muted. it is, perhaps, no coin-
cidence that the Arizal writes that the tradition
for manufacturing the blue thread used for 1zitzis
also became lost with the destruction of the
Temple, since it can nolonger serve this purpose
of arousing higher forms of spiritual awarcness.
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But even in the darkest moments of exile,
the glorious anannai hakavod forever
accompany us, When we see the sky cov-
ered with thick dark thunderdlouds, it tends
to make our mood gray and gloomy, as well.
But the wise person realizes that heavy douds
herald a life-giving shower of bounty and
sustenance — rain. On a spiritual level, too,
while the dark clouds of galusappear omi-
nous and threatening, they are actually a
portent of great light and salvation.

Upon the destruction of the first
Temnple, when the Jewish People were ban-
ished to a strange land, the populace bit-
terly mourned their terrible fate. This was
almost universal, except for the prophet
Yechezkeil, who left Israel for Bavel in a state
of elation and immense joy. Reb Tzaddok
Hakohein explains that this was because
Yechezkeil saw the great spiritual light that
awaited them in exile, even more than when
they resided peacefully in the Land of
Israel. 11 This later became evident with the
protiferation of the oral Torah which only
began during the period of the exile, and
more fzaddikim arose after the Temple’s
destruction than while the Jewish People
were settled in the Land of Israel. 12

SITTING IN THE SUKKA OF
DivINE PROTECTION

............ P

ow we can understand why the
Nmitzvah of sukka is linked to

exile and atonement for it.
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Sukkos represents the trust and con-
tentment we find in Hashem’s protec-
tion, even in the face of the pain and
discomfort it entails.!? The generation
of the desert found that comfort in the
relatively pleasurable clouds of glory,
which offered the ultimate in comfort
and protection. The generations of the
exile, and especially the generation
which undergoes the tribulations
prior to the coming of Moshiach, are
subjected to a far greater test: main-
ly, to find comfort in the clouds even
when they are not inviting, but dark
and foreboding.

The prophet Yeshaya provides an apt
description of the sukka in the end of
time.** “And the sukka will be as a
shade from heat in the davtime, and
a protection and refuge from storm and
from rain.”1> How sturdy is this sukka
— the shade of Divine protection? The
passuk doesn’t say that Hashem's pro-
tection will be as strong as a fortress
or even a house. The passuk doesn’t
even say that Hashem’s protection will
be like a chupa, a canopy, which also
provides a comprehensive form of
cover.16 Rather, the passuk says that
Hashent’s protection will be a sukka,
a minimalist structure that gives only
the barest protection from the ele-
ments, and is ideally suited for animal
use.l’

During the periods of persecution
throughout our long and bitter exile,

A
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Loan
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..in memory
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“‘eternal
pieasantness
and light to
the soul in
Gan Eden.”
{Chofetr Chaimj

it outwardly appears that our source of
protection is as flimsy as a thatched hut.
When cataclysmic forces in the world
are unleashed, as harsh as the blazing
sun and fierce storms, we seek refuge
in Hashem's protection, no matter
how insubstantial it appears. The
nations of the world mock us for “grab-
bing at straws and twigs for protection”
instead of putting our trust in power-
ful edifices of steel, glass and concrete.
But we ignore their taunts, and confi-
dently sit under Hashent’s shelter exclu-
sively, and look at it as the best possible
form of cover:

“Like an apple tree among the
trees of the forest, so is my
Beloved... In His shade I desired
and I sat” (Shir Hashirim 2,3}. Rav
Huna said, “Just as everyone flees
from this apple tree during the
burning heat, because it doesn’t pro-
vide adeguate shade from the sun;
50, too, the nations of the world fled
from the shade of the Holy One
Blessed Be He..., with the exception
of the Jewish Nation, who specifi-
cally coveted and sat beneath
Hashemt’s protective shelter.1®

Even at the time when Hashem
displays endearment toward the
nations of the world and shows them
a smiling countenance and delivers
Israel into their hands, nevertheless,
all of Israel’s righteous ones cleaved
to You and did not move away from
You.... [Rather,] they gather togeth-
er tightly beneath Your shade.!?

H pri Tzaddik, Sukkos 18
12 Midrash Shir Hashirim Rabba, 4.4; Pri
Tzaddik, ibid

13 See Kometz Mincha 2,18

14 Although the Gemara {Sukka 2b) points out
that this passuk describes events immediately after
the coming of Moshiach, there are other opin-
ions there that state that this verse is equally per-
tinent 1o Sukkos prior to the coming of Meshiach.
15 Yeshaya 4,6

16 The word for chupa in Hebrew is similar to
mechapeh, which implies a total covering. This
is also why the word is used to denote a secret
OF 4 COver-up.

17 See Bereishis 33,17

8 Shir Hashirim Rabba, ibid

19 Rashi, Devarim 33,3
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SUkkAa, A UNIQUELY

..........

he Gemara relates that in the end
I of days, the nations of the world
will ask for eternal reward, and
that they too be given the chance to per-
form mitzvos. Hashern will say, “I have
an easy mitzva and its name is sukka. Go
and perform this mitzva” Immediately,
each will go and construct a sukka.
Hashem will then send forth a blazing
hot summer sun, and each and every one
will kick his sukka and leave it.20
Two questions arise: Firstly, why
were the nations given specifically the
mitzva of sukka? There are numerous
other, easy mitzvos they could have been
offered. Secondly, the director of an anti-
misstonary organization related to this
author that today, missionaries are (to
our deep regret) highly knowledgeable
of Talmud sources, and some even read
ArtScroll Gemaros and attend daf yomi
classes! 1 would imagine that after com-
ing across this source, they would make
a note in their diary, “If their Messiah
comes, be sure not to kick the sukka,” and
when the time comes, post it on the
Internet to warn their friends, as well.
According to the above, sukka is not
just a physical structure of wood and
branches. It is the shade of our faith in
Hashem's guidance and protection.
Hashem gives the nations specifically the
mitzvah of sukka, because it is particu-
larly this mitzvah that we have just ful-
filled so outstandingly in exile and in
whose merit we will be deserving of the
great reward with the coming of
Moshiach.2! We also lived under the glar-
ing sun, the symbol of the harsh forces
of nature, and found our strength and
solace in the protective shade of emuna,
though it seemed sparce and ineffective.
As for this secret of sukka — the nations
will have no inkling of its significance.
When a wave of wrath and fury {com-
parable to the scorching sun) will
spread across the world, they will kick
their sukka. This may not only mean in
the literal sense, but also that they will
reject Hashem as the source of their sal-
vation. This will stand in contrast to the
Jewish nation, which for countless gen-

erations of exile, withstood this trial and
held to its trust and faith in Hashem in
the face of the most trying circumstances.
It will then be clear why only the
Jewish People will be worthy of the great
reward awaiting them in the post-mes-
sianic era,

This exalted level is particularly

acle continuing to transpire in
Jerusalem that dates from the
Temple period. The Mishna in Avos
(5,7) says that one of the miracles that
occurred in the Temple was that no
one said to their fellow man in
Jerusalem, “The space of my accom-
modations is uncomfortably tight.

WHEN WE SEE THE $KY COVERED WITH THICK
DARK THUNDERCLOUDS, IT TENDS TO MAKE
OUR MOOD GRAY AND GLOOMY, AS WELL.
BuT THE WISE PERSON REALIZES THAT HEAVY
CLOUDS HERALD A LIFE-GIVING SHOWER
OF BOUNTY AND SUSTENANCE ~ RAIN.

ON A SPIRITUAL LEVEL, TOO, WHILE THE
DARK CLOUDS OF GALUS APPEAR OMINOUS
AND THREATENING, THEY ARE ACTUALLY
A PORTENT OF GREAT LIGHT AND SALVATION,

applicable to our heroic brothers and sis-
ters living in Eretz Yisroel today. Among
other nations, when governments issue
a warning that 2 particular country is
unsafe, their citizens immediately leave
the country and desist from visiting it
until the danger passes. But who is like
the nation of Israel, where we find not
only are they not flecing their homeland
en masse, but they continue to stream
there —both to study and to take up res-
idence? These great men and women
demonstrate in the highest possible man-
ner, betzilo chamadeti veyashavii— tn His
shade I desired and 1 sat.

The Tashbeitz, one of the leading rab-
bis in Algeria in the 1500s, records a
remarkable observation in one of his
responsa:

“T have support and proof that the
original sanctity of the Temple and
Jerusalem continues to exist to this
day, since it is customary in our day
for [Jews] to continue to make pil-
grimage to Jerusalem for the festivals,
from Egypt and other neighboring
lands. At this time, we still find a mir-

Simiarly, we find in the synagogue
in Jerusalem, which is filled to capac-
ity throughout the year — when the
holiday cemes, and it is filled with
over three hundred visiting guests,
they are all able to sit comfortably.

There is no plausible explanation for

this, other than that Jerusalem still

retains its original holiness, and
this is a clear sign of our future third
redemption.”2?

We can apply this Tashbeitz to our cur-
rent situation, as well. Qur brothers and
sisters who are living in Eretz Yisroel,
despite the many hardships it entails, not
only refrain from saying, “My space is
uncomfortable,” but also find comfort
in the protection of Hashen's shelter.
This, too, 1s the clearest sign that the pro-
tective sanctity of the Holy Land is still
intact, as well as an assurance of our
future third redemption, which we pray
will come speedily in our days. 0
20 Avoda Zara 3a o

21 gee Chofetz Chaim, MachenehYisroel, Sha'ar
Acharen

22 Tashberz 3, 201
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The needs of
Katrma s victims
- are immediate.
'f-our'_.;r'espon-se
-':-m'u'St'-'_:be -'*_too;

= _spread devastation Wrought by Hurncane Katrina,
. Agudath Israel of America has launched an emergency
“relief effort to provide victims of the storm with funds
for urgent needs such as food shelter, cloth;ng, and
| "basw medlcal care.

A fépb'fté’d 1"2,()'0'(}ljews have been evacuated from
storm-ravaged New Orleans. It will be weeks, possibly
months, before they can return to their communities
to begin the long and difficult process of rebuilding
their lives.

But the road to reconstruction must begm in our own
neighborhoods and communxtles.

The victims of
Hurricane Katrina
‘need our help.

° And they need it now'

I want to do my share to help the -
wctlms of. Hurncane Katrina

Enchsed is my conribution of

[ Check Enclased 1 Charge my: LIVISA 0O MasferCard
(min. $50 donation for credit card charges}

ACCOUNT NUMBER

EXP.DATE  /  SIGNATURE




DR. YITZCHOK LEVINE

TRAGIC ERRORS IN
J UDGMENT

he vast majority of Orthodox fam-

ilies today are plagued by finan-

cial concerns. With the cost of
housing in Orthodox areas, kosher
food, camp, tuition, and so on, most fam-
ilies find “there is too much month left
over at the end of their money.” Some
parents in Lawrence, NY feel so pressed
by the thousands of dollars in tuition
costs per child per year that they recent-
Iy proposed sending their children to
public school and giving them their Torah
education m the afternoon. (See
“Collective Tears” by Rabbi Aryeh Zev
Ginzberg, JO, Sept. '05.) It is hard to
understand how any religious parent can
even consider such an option, given that
this approach was an abysmal failure
before day schools and yeshivos became
widespread. Public school attendance was
often a direct path to the abandonment
of religious observance and, ultimately,
to assimilation, The parents considering
this option must be hard pressed finan-
cially, indeed.

Farmnilies faced with financial difficul-
ties might decide that they cannot
afford life insurance. This is a tragic error
in judgment. With all too much frequen-
cy, we read of this or that tragedy in

DR.LEVINE 15 A PROFESSOR IN THE DEPARTMENT
OF MATHEMATICAL SCIENCES IN STEVENS
ENSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY IN HOBOKEN, NI
FURTHER INFORMATION MAY BE GBTAINED BY
CONTACTING Mr. KAHN AT 718-436-002%
(ALBERTKAHN@EARTHLINK.NET) OR MR,
KIRSCHRLUM AT 845-369-1280.

Life Insurance

- A Necessity, Not A Luxury
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which a relatively young parent dies, leav-
ing a large family of young children.
There then follows a concerted effort on
the part of friends and relatives to raise
money to support the family. Ads are
placed in Jewish publications and
appeals are made in shuls for funds to
support those orphaned. Many do their
best to respond to appeals, but more often
than not, sufficient funds are not forth-
coming to support families devastated
by tragedy. One can say with certainty
that every family with unmarried chil-
dren must have sufficient life insurance.
Surely, this is a vital issue that must be
addressed, as soon as possible,

A TORAH PERSPECTIVE

Approximately forty-five years ago,
Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetsky> ¥r, was
asked by a man with a family,“Do T have
to buy life insurance?”

Reb Yaakov replied, “Who do you
expect to take care of your family if some-
thing happens to you, rn¢”

The fellow replied in all sericusness,
“I expect that the kehilla will take care
of them.” Reb Yaakov replied,“You can-
not assurne that others will do this. Even
if they do, it will be for only a few years
at most.” Reb Yaakov then turned to
another person who was standing near-
by, and said, “To have bitachon on some-
one else’s cheshbon is not acceptablel You
have an obligation to buy life insurance!”
The net result was that the listener did
indeed buy life insurance for himself and
his wife.

More recently, others, as well, have

|

|
1
|
|
|

spoken about the importance of obtain-
ing life insurance. In a responsum given
on April 28,2005, Rabbi Yisroel Belsky,
N Rosh Yeshiva in Mesivta Torah
Vodaath, outlined the halachic issues
regarding the requirements to pur-
chase life insurance. On May 18, at a gath-
ering entitled “Count Your Blessings,”
Rabbi Paysach Krohn stressed the
importance of life insurance. At a gath-
ering of about 1800 people held on
August 9, Rabbi Aaron Twerski, Dean and
Professor of Law at the Hofstra
University School of Law, also dis-
cussed the issue of life insurance. A recent
ad taken out in an Israeli paper by the
Belz community makes it clear that the
Belz Beis Din holds that it is crucial to
have life insurance. From all of these dis-
cussions, as well as from others, it is clear
that both the husband and wife in every
Orthodox family are required to have
adequate life insurance policies.

»Close'to twenty five years ago, two:
.hzgh!y fespected mechanchlm in
Yeshiva Bais Yehuda in Detroit '~
Rabbi Sholom Goldstein: arid Rabbi
Avrchom Abba Friedman n3ias ony
~approached “both Rabbi’ Moshe
Feinstein ‘5%t and “Rabbi’ Yaakov
’Kamenetsky‘:‘m tegarding the regret:
table situation of ‘pecple’in Chinuch
‘not havinglife insurance ‘coverage.
Both Roshei Yeshiva strongly encour-"
-aged the- two to make it their mis-
sion to promate the idea‘of helping:
yeshivos “and “day “schools “‘tnder-,
writé the expense of fife msurance'-_
for their faculties, oo

~Regrettably,. before they couid
_Iaunch the program Rabb: Goidstem-.
'passed away :
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To HEIGHTEN THE
AWARENESS

.........................

mounted by Mr. Albert {(Noson)

Kahn and Mr. Jeff (Yochanan)
Kirschblum to heighten the awareness
of the Orthodox community regarding
this topic. It should be kept in mind that
neither gentlernan sells life insurance, nor
has any connection with any company
that does. Indeed, they have used con-
siderable sums of their own money for
advertisements. They have taken the ini-
tiative simply because they believe that
it is of crucial importance to our com-
munity.

The efforts of Messrs. Kahn and
Kirschblum include, but are not limit-
ed to: (1) taking out a series of ads in
Orthodox publications stressing the
importance of this issue; {2) contacting
yeshivos and encouraging them to pat-
ticipate in a program that will insure that
each of their rebbei’im has at least
$250,000 worth of life insurance {more
than 40 veshivos have implemented a

In recent years, a campaign has been

program of this kind); (3) organizing
campaigns in shuls to raise funds so that
members who cannot afford life insur-
ance are able to purchase policies; (4)
enlisting the support of well-known rab-
banim, both here and in Israel, to
endorse their efforts (the list is now quite
long, and available upon request by call-
ing 845-369-1280); (5) approaching
Orthodox organizations and encourag-
ing them to make life insurance a key
issue for their members at their conven-
tions and other gatherings; (6) asking rab-
banim to discuss the need for life
insurance with kalles and chassaning (7)
requesting that chosson and kalla class-
es deal with this issue. (They should be
made aware of the fact that for less than
$200 a year total each can have a quar-
ter-of-a-million dollar term-life insur-
ance policy.)

‘While they have had some success, Mr.
Kahn told me that there are still literal-
ly thousands of Orthodox adults who do
not have life insurance or who are under-
insured. More yeshivos and shuls need
to implement programs like the ones

ATTN ATI'ORN EYS Leclrn

mentioned above. Those who can afford
life insurance should purchase it as soon
as possible. This includes both men and
women, because if, G-d forbid, either par-
ent passes away, the resulting financial
needs have to be addressed. Every
Orthodox adult with dependents or who
will soon have dependents should have
a minimum of $250,000 worth of term
life insurance.

Mr. Kahn suggested to me that peo-
ple should consider giving life insurance
as a wedding gift. (The premiums for
people in their twenties are very low and,
since the health of the overwhelming
majority of young people is excellent, they
will easily qualify.) The giver would noti-
ty the chassan and kalla of his or her
intentions, ask them to pick the compa-
ny that they want to purchase insurance
from, and then pay the first year’s pre-
mium for both the chassan and the kalla.
Of course, it is a gift that the giver hopes
will never be used. However, can you
think of a more important and appro-
priate gift for those who will be build-
ing a bayis ne’eman? | cannot! 0]

” Pu'chez Shoshamm in con]unctlon Wlth the Shulchan Aruch Leammg PI‘O] ect of Yems&alaylm has recently

received permission from the Califernia Bar to give programs in Choshen Mishpat and if

ibis where one can earn

up to 34 credits for each program while learning Torah What better conbination? Most | .ate Bar Associations
recoginize the calif program. One can take portions of the program or learn the entire program. Most ¢an learn
up to one credit hour per week. Just sign up and be sent the lessons and hear the audio fﬁém the comfort of your

own office.

Biblicat and Rabbinic Ribis, Lending Goods (Siman, How Devaluation Affescts Ribis, Servnces

may not Provide to his Lender, Ribis Problems Encountered in Sales

BUSINESS ETHICS COURSE

1. Oni Hamehapaich Bacharoro: One Who Purchases an Object that Someone Else A
2. Locating a Business: Locating a Business Which Attracts Customers or Causes Noise
. The Laws Governing Organizations: The Talmudic basis faff :

P

. Sales of Defective Merchandise, Incorrect Amount, Fraud part‘ a
. Sales of Defective Merchandise, Incorrect Amount, Fraud partb
. Speech that Hurts another Individual’s Feelings

. Genaives Da’as--Deceit
. Employer/Employee Relations

Jich the Borfb_fwer

d to Purchase \
a Residential Buﬂdmg
trikes Iegal etc.

For information please call in the U.S 732-370-3344 / or Toll Free:
Or write: pirchei@shemayisrael.com www.shemayisrae Kes)
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ELIYAHU MAYER

There’s always a time for

Letting Go...
again and again..

Then it

do not remember exactly where we

were at the time. We were walking

together on the sidewalk some-
where, just starting out or, perhaps, on
our way home. And I do not recollect
exactly how long ago this was. You were
seven or eight years old, or maybe even
nine.

What I do recall quite vividly, though,
was the empty, sick feeling I had in the
pit of my stomach, as so many past expe-
riences and future apprehensions
stoshed around inside my head like laun-
dry in a washing machine.

What happened was something [ am
certain you do not remember at all, but
I am sure I will never forget. You were
chattering away as you always did and
still do today. Your stream of conscious-
ness may have even been a nuisance to
me then, although it is positively music
{0 me now.

You had to walk more quickly with
your shorter legs to keep up with my

ELiYAHY MAYER 1S A BROOKLYN-BASED FREE-
LANCE WRITER.
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adult gait. And, knowing how much you
enjoyed holding my hand whenever we
walked together, I instinctively reached
down to take your hand in mine. Until
then, I had successfully convinced myself
that 1 only held your hand because that
was the way you liked to walk with your
father.

Then it happened. Without any
warning. You ever so gently pulled
your hand back, signaling to me that you
no longer felt comfortable holding my
band on the street. I released my grip and
let go of your hand.

You must have sensed my disappoint-
ment. You said something quickly to
comfort me, such as, “I don’t know if it’s
for always. .., but just for now.”

I pretended not to mind. I tried to
hide my disappointment. My heart
ached, as waves of loss washed over me.
“I’'m not ready for this; 'm not ready
for you to grow up,” I said to you in my
mind. Then, as we walked on unat-
tached, I recalled how painful it had
been for me on your first day of nurs-
ery school.

“AND DoN'T LOOK BACK”

P R T R R R R R R

he nursery school teacher seems

to understand the special bond we

have developed in your first three
years. She senses how difficult this day
is for Mommy, too, and why I was del-
egated to carry out this “mission impos-
sible.”

“Just walk out quickly and don't look
back,” the teacher coaches me after you
become engrossed with one of the
shiny new riding trucks.

1 try to follow her instructions. I suc-
cessfully resist the impulse to glance over
my shoulder. I am almost at the door
when your radar picks up my impend-
ing escape. You lunge for my leg like a
defense lineman in the Superbowl. The
teacher gently pulls you back and urges
me forward. Although your face is
drenched in tears, you do not cry out
loud, as if to spare me the additional guilt
your sobbing would invoke.

“Just go,” the teacher instructs me.
“He’ll be fine. Trust me.”

My head tells me she is right. T assure
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you that [ will return later to pick you
up after school.

Miraculously, I manage to propel
myself through the door, out to the street
and into my car. Then I bury my face in
my hands and weep,

I cry for the pain of separation that
I know you are suffering. I shed tears for
my own torment from your growing up.
And 1 grieve for that cherubic infant and
toddler who would no longer spend his
days at home with, or waiting for, me.

Just because you are our youngest
child, I tell myself, does not mean that
you should not grow up. This is the way
of the world. Children mature and go off
to school. I dry my tears, drive home, and
then lie to Mommy that all went
smoothly.

WHo'S BEING LEFT BEHIND
THis TIME?

.........................

hen you let go of my hand that
Wday, I remember thinking to
myself: this is the next step. You

are becoming independent. I would not
want it to be any other way. I just wished
it would not happen so soon. [ was not
ready for you to need me any less than
before.

After you let go of my hand, my mind
raced ahead, as well. I knew you would
one day enroll in an out-of-town veshi-
va and move into a dormitory, contin-
uing your march toward independence,
Letting go of my hand was only a small
step in your long journey towards man-
hood. It was a journey I wanted you to
take. I did not want to hold you back. But
I sensed then that each step along the path
of your maturation would be difficult for
me. Unlike your first day of nursery
school, it is I who would be left behind.

You may be wondering: Why I am
thinking now of that incident from so
fong ago, which you have forgotten? And
why am | even telling you about it today?
I am reminded of that sidewalk scene
now because next week, I will hold your
hand once more, as [ escort you down
the aisle towards your chupa. And I want
to share with you some of my thoughts
and feelings as we approach the most

important day of your life.

Your kalla is as unique inside as she
is outside. Mommy and I are delighted
with this, as well as all of the other, major
choices you have made in your life. Our
hearts are bursting with pride. And our
hopes, dreams and tefillos for you both
are boundless.

Deep inside, however, there is a place
in my heart (and probably in the hearts
of many other parents of chassanim and
kallos) where I harbor a wish that I could
just stop the clock, or — better yet — turn
it back. I wish I could turn it back to the
days when I would throw you into the
air and catch you in my arms as you
squealed with delight. Or to the days when
you would scamper up my body as if
were a tree and then perch on my shoul-
ders for a ride. Or to the nights when I
would lie down with you at bedtime to
review your day, read you a story,and lis-
ten to your Krias Shema. Or to the Chol
Hamvoeid outings when we would
explore museums and parks, some-
times with Mommy and your older sib-
lings, and sometimes by ourselves. Or to
any one of those quiet moments when
the two of us were alone and you would
ask me about everything and nothing, as
we created a bond that was stronger than
even I realized at the time,

THE MoRE OFTEN I LET Go,
THE TIGHTER THE EMBRACE

have let go of you so many times
Iover the years, when you went off

to nursery school and when you
went off to sleepaway camp; when you
moved into the dormitory and when
you went to learn in Eretz Yisroel, It has
not gotten easier each time. In some
ways, it gets more difficult. But one
thing I have learned that gives me some
comfort now is that the more often I
let go, the tighter the embrace the next
time we meet. [ have also learned that
openly acknowledging my emotions, as
I am doing now by writing this letter,
helps me to manage them.

When I will let go of vour hand once

more next week, under your dhupa, it will
be to make room for someone else. [

would not want it any other way. After
all, it is Hashenr’s plan since Creation.
“Therefore, a man shall let go of his father

| and mother and cling to his wife”

|
|

{ Bereishis 2,24).

As you hurch forward, next week,
towards the ultimate independence of
building your own bayis ne’eman, take
the advice your nursery school teacher
gave me, years ago: Don't look back. | may
be tearful, but I'll be alright. P'll have so
many family members and friends to cel-
ebrate with me that I will not cry forlong.
And I will already be looking forward to
your next visit home — together with your
kalla - when I will give you a great big
hug and kiss as you walk in the door.

Mazel Tov.

Eretz Yistoel's

Maost Reliable Shomey Shabbos
and English Speaking Car Service

Viisiting Israel? Need Transport?

~—— CHOOSE ——

Menashe Sopher’s

Airport & Limousine Service

Celebrating 12 years of unbeatable service!

OUR EFFICIENT ENGLISH-SPEAKING OFFICE STAFF,
FULLY-LICENSED, INSURFD & AIR-CONDITIONED VANS,
DRIVEN BY JEWISH, POLITE DRIVERS,

ARE TAILOR-MADE FOR ALL OCCASIONS

1.718.360.5083
or 972.2.533.3425

saEes@mso]ﬁ)eragrpon.com
www msopherairport.com

in Israel: 02-533-3425
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where _disaster_ was inevitable.. . those who
choseto live “there... racism... the
- Department of Homeland Security...
FEMA: Choose your villain or combina-
'011 of Togues and po:nt fingers accord-
;=Of course, there is a Torah concept, too,
of finger-pointing at times of catastrophe.
Butitisofa dec;dediy different sort. Our
mesora counsels us Jews to point our fin-
rs at ourselves. .
- The fecent hurricane devastated the
© 7 Gulf Coast just before the arrival of Elul,
~.thie Jewish ménth of soul-searching in
- anticipation of the Yarmim Nora'im.
" /Tt mightseéem a bit proud or particu-
larist to otheérs; but our conviction that
" Hakadosh Baruch Humandated a special
- mission for Klal Yisroel carries with it a
responsibility not only to strive to live
.~eéxemplary lives in servicé to the Divine,
- butalso to sec world events as messages.
* - All of humanity possessés potential holi-
ness, and our Nevi'im foretell the even-
- tial ‘movement of -all: of the world’s
.- inhabitants to avodds Hashém, but the

. plumb latger €
meéaning. - ©

: RFACH FFFOHT AND MEDIARE SOIJRCE -

“thingis fine; it's ovér there that people aré
We have to learn [from such ~
tragedies] the extent of what sin causes,

dying’~ ...

and it is up to us to analyze and learn. ..
[so that we will] repent.”

The death and misery Hurricane
Katrina brought touched every American,
and every civilized human being world-
wide. The ruin it caused should — and did
— spur people to help the displaced and
the needy. Countless individuals, in fact,
reacted with determination and generos-

cheshbot hanefesh = mtrospechon aimed
toward self-improvements.

FINDING MEANING
IN THE VENUE

-------------------------

Although the destruction wrought
by Katrina affected a broad swath of
the Gulf Coast, the city with which the
hurricane has become inextricably
coupled is New Orleans. Might the

~ Torah does characterize us as Hasherris ant -
nivchar. And so we have alwayssought to -
nts. for more persona] _

~Thatwas WhY the Chofetz Chazm, who':-': ; .

“RABBI SHAFRAN SERVESASAGUDATH ISRAELGF
AMERICATS IMRECTOR oF PUBLIC AFFAIRS AND -] -
CASTHE AMERICAN' mchmR OF AMECHAD. THE © |
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Clogged Hearts, Karate Cheps, Katrina and Elul

in Elul, the holy Rebbe Reb Zushya v~ was wont to cry out, “Zushya, Zushya,
you are supposed to do teshuva (to return). But Zushya, when were you so good
that you have where to return to?”

This saying came to my mind one morning while viewing photographs of the
devastation of Katrina in the newspaper while eating breakfast, With one eye
on the newspaper, | asked my wife to “pass the cereal.” And then | stopped for
a moment and asked myself: “What kind of ummentsch have you become? You
are viewing death and destruction with one eye, and have the other eye firm-
ly planted on the Cheerios!”

We have, indeed, become calious and hard-hearted. Perhaps it is a survival
technique. We are bombarded daily with horrific images of suicide bombings,
air crashes, murder and mayhem. Add a tsunami and Katrina to the list. Are we
to live in a state of constant pain and angst? So we hide behind a screen, roli
down the window shades so that we do not see. Like the hand of a karate artist
that has become so calloused that it is a veritabie lethal weapon, our flesh does
not feel the heat of a flame nor the prick of a pin.

Teshuva does not mean to return to a state of greatness, but rather to a place
where we can recapture our ability to be sensitive... because aveiros do more
than corrupt us — they desensitize us. We no longer feel the shame of improp-
er conduct.

We all suffer our own Katrina. We desperately need to pray that the Creator
give us a "heart of flesh,” so that we can recapture our humanity, dignity and
— above all — our ability to feel once again.

AARON TWERSKI

OF THE EDITORIAL BOARD OF THE FO.
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venue of the recent tragedy hold some
meaning for us?

What occurs, at least to me, is that the
“Big Easy” received its nickname from
the lifestyle it exemplified, one of leisure
and (in the word’s most literal sense)
carelessness. The city is probably best
known — or was, at least, until now — for
the unbridled partying and debauchery
that yearly characterized its annual
Mardi Gras celebrations.

I cannot claim to know “why” the hur-
ricane took the terrible toll it did. Fach
of us, though, can endeavor to address,
if not the “why,” at least a “what” -~ in the
sense of “What can 1 do better?” in
response to the wind-driven wake-up call.
And one message we might weli choose
to perceive is the need to recognize how
belittling to meaningful life is the contem-
porary culture of recreation and enter-
tainment.

There is no need to go into the crass
detail of what passes for “pastime” in our
age. Even those of us who do not own
televisions or frequent movie theaters or
surf the net cannot escape the artifacts
of our culture’s decadence; they are ubiq-
uitous, The objectification of human
beings, their debasement as mere animals
saturate the visual arts and popular
music, and have bled into other realms,
as well. We are not untouched by the epi-
demic.

It is not likely that a frum Jew ever
attended Mardi Gras. But are not some
of the diversions we consider as accept-
able in fact anything but? Are we as aware
as we should be that shemtiras ha'einay-
imn— guarding where we look —is no less
a part of our mandate than shemiras
Shabbos?

Could we not all benefit from criti-
cally confronting the fact that our even
acquiescent absorption of some elements
of the world around us takes a terrible
toll on the deepest meaning of our lives?
Could we not benefit, in other words,
from pointing our fingers at ourselves,
the passive consumers of the crudeness?

There can be little doubt that we
could. And that doing so would be — at
least from a Torah perspective — a most
fitting reaction to the maelstrom we have
witnessed of late. =
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TEACHING CHURBAN EUROPA,
WITH HELP FROM THE
CLAIMS CONFERENCE

To the Editor:

The teaching of Churban Europa to
Jewish youth has become increasing-
ly important with the passing of time
and the aging of the few survivors left
with us. The Jewish Observer is to be
commended for exploring this topic
in depth in its May issue.

We at the Conference on Jewish
Material Claims Against Germany
(the Claims Conference) are especial-
ly gratified in having provided signif-
icant support, via the allocation of over
a half mitlion dolars, for the Zechor
Yemos Olam program of Torah
Umesorah, featured in the issue, that
trains educators in teaching the
Holocaust to students in yeshivos and
day schools.

We also have allocated funds to help
create the Holocanst Memorial
Library Educational Center, to be
housed in the new Agudas Yisroel com-
munity center in Boro Park.

The Claims Conference has sup-
ported these and many other
Holocaust education, research, and
documentation programs with funds
from the sale of unclaimed Jewish
property in the former East Germany.
The Claims Conference believes it has
an obligation to use a small portion
of funds from the assets of those who
perished to preserve the memory and
educate future generations about
Churban Europa.

May their memory be for a bless-
ing.

TuLius BERMAN
Chairman, Claims Conference
New York, NY
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THE PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE

To the Editor:

1 found the recent Jewish Observer on
the Siyurm HaShas to be fascinating read-
ing, and it brought back such wonder-
ful memories of that special, inspiring
evening. (My sister mentioned to me the
day after the siyum that she had difficul-
ty understanding Rabbi Chaim Stein’s
speech in Yiddish; however, she under-
stood his tears!)

One scene will remain with me for-
ever. After we exited the Continental
Arena on a high spirituat note, we crossed
the “Pedestrian Bridge” to our busses. It
was very crowded, with families trying
to make their way home after a very
uplifting event. The traffic was moving
very slowly, however, due to the large
crowd. Instead of pushing or being impa-
tient and causing a problem, the men
joined one another and danced to
Torah songs be’achdus uveshalom.

There was a mixture of Klal Yisroel
there, dancing shoulder to shoulder — some
with black hats and some with no hats,
some with up-hats, and some with kipot
serugot — all united under one banner of
Torah and celebrating the Siyum HaShas!

The Chofetz Chaim was once asked
~ which group or organization should
he belong to? He answered that in
Shamayim, Hashem will open up the
Torah and ask a Yid if he kept the entire
Torah ~ not to which group he belongs.

Sixty years ago, during the Holocaust,
they also danced united, and sang:
“Ashreinu ma tov chelkeiny uma na'im
goraleinu wma yafa yerushaseinu.” Now,
sixty years later, we danced and sang
together as one: “Yisroel veOraisa
veKudsha Brich Hu chad hul”

RapBl MOSHE SHOCHET
Brooklyn, NY
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CURRENT PROIJECTS

Shulamith School
Brooklyn, NY
Skopps Cottages
South Fallsburg, NY
Royal Oaks Development
Monmouth Junction, NJ
Chalet Estates
Woodbourne, NY
Maple Court

Bronx, NY
Mile Rd. School
Red Hook, NY
Holiday Hill
Monroe, NY
White House Estates
Hurlyville, NY
Hamaspik
Monsey, NY
Meor Yitzchok Housing
Monsey, NY
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