


NEW!RAMBAN:Shemosl 
Now, you will be able to master this essential commentary to the Torah 

- thanks to the new ArtScroll Edition of Ramban 
B Newly typeset text of the Torah text and translation 
B Newly typeset Hebrew Rashi and Targum Onkelos text 
B Newly typeset Ramban in Hebrew, complete with nikud, punctuation, 

paragraph breaks, and footnote references tor ease of use 
B Phrase-by·phrase translation and elucidation of Ramban 

B Added words and phrases tor smooth 
reading and clear understanding 

B Introductory notes to set the stage for 
the commentary 

B Thousands of explanatory footnotes 

Ramban Shemos Vol, 1 dedicated by Visrael and Beth Rabinowitz 

A brllllant, fascinating, 
and masterful commentary 

RAV LAU ON PIRKEI AVOS 
VOLUME 1 (CHAPTERS 1·2) 

Rabbi Yisrael Meir Lau, who has held many 
prestigious rabbinic posts in Eretz Yisrael, 

has been an eloquent spokesman for our 
people for two generations. This new volume 
displays the vast knowledge, interpretive skill, 
and clear presentation that have made Rabbi 
Lau so respected and famous. 
Dedicated by Ziii and Betty RyzntM (Los Angeles) 

PRECIOUS JEWELS 
The roadmap to a chltd's heart - a delightful 

resource for mothers and teachers 

In this charming narrative, Zelda Rosenthal shares 
her enthusiastic way of telling stories and teaching 

songs, all of them overflowing with the spirit of Torah 
and love of Hashem. Children and parents in towns 
that were far, far from Torah Judaism adored her. 

What is It about this woman that has influenced 
lives even decades ago? can we duplicate it? can 
we make people young and old aspire to learn what 
makes Torah great? 

The answer is a resounding uyes"! Read it and{ 
you'll agree. 

NEW! SEDER MOED IN A 
PERSONAL·SIZE EDITION 

The lamed ArtScroll 
Yad Avraham Mishnah Serles 

now ioins vou wherever vou go -
TAKE IT WITH YOU AND MAKE A SIYUM THIS SUMMERI 

EVERY VOLUME CONTAINS THE COMPLETE RAV [:!"Vi] 
COMMENTARY IN HEBREW 

:11 PAPERBACK BOOKLETS (4" X 6") IN A BEAUTIFUL SLIP-CASED SET 

BUILDING YOUR SELF·IMAGE 
and the Self-Image of Others 

BY RABBI ZELIG PLISKIN 

For decades, Rabbi Zelig Pliskln has 
been motivating people to believe in 

themselves and to realize their potential. 
In this book, he explains the emotional 

dynamics of personal success. He shares 
insights and stories. Most importantly, 
he gives us practical tips on how to 
believe in ourselves - and how we can 
get others to believe in themselves. 

ArtScroll books are available at your local Hebrew bookseller. or direct from the publisher: 
718-921-9000 • FAX: 718-680-1875 • OUT OF NYS: 1..SOO-MESORAH • TO ORDER ONLINE: W\'l'W.art~crQil,,!:J>B! 



Picture Yourself Changing A Life 
The people in these pictures are a lot like you. 

They do pretty much the same things you do every day
daven, work, learn, spend time with their families. Like you, they 
lead busy lives. 

But, like countless other men and women, they've discovered 
that by setting aside time to help others, they also lead richer 
lives. Fuller lives. More inspired lives. 

Delivering food to families who might otherwise go hungry ... 
offering practical or emotional assistance to people coping 
with serious illness ... helping lonely singles find shidduchim •.. 
mentoring troubled teens ... The chesed possibilities are 
endless. 

And so are the rewards. 

So think about getting into the picture. 

Because the life you change may be your own. 
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Noted in Sorrow 
We note with sorrow the petira (passing) of Rabbi 

Yisroel Don Taub 7"0lt, the Modzhitzer Rebbe, on 20 
Sivan, June 16, in Bnei Brak. 

Rav Yisroel Don, son of the lmrei Eish of Modzhitz, 
was born in Warsaw, in Teves 5688/1928 and lived there 
until he was aged eight, when he and his mother moved 
to Bretz Yisroel to join his father who had relocated there 
a year earlier. 

Rav Yisroel Don married the daughter of Rabbi 
Shmuel Aharon Shedrowitzki 7'"1!, the Bialystoker Rebbe, 
also from Poland, where he was one of the heads of 
Agudas Yisroel, and subsequently became the deputy 
chairman of Agudas Yisroel in Eretz Yisroel. 

The Jmrei Bish was appointed Modzhitzer Rebbe in 
5707/1947, after his father, Rav Shaul Yedidya Elazar 
7"0lt. was niftar, and lived in Tel Aviv, as did many other 
Chassidic leaders at that time. The lmrei Eish served his 
com1nunity in this 1nanner for 37 years, until he was 
niftar, in 57 44/1984, and Rav Yisroel Don was asked to fill 
his place. Rav Yisroel Don continued living and teaching 
in Tel Aviv, until 1995, when he moved to Bnei Brak. 

He served as Modzhitzer Rebbe for 22 years and was 
consulted for guidance and counsel by people from all 
sectors, and worked tirelessly to bring understanding 
between people in disagreement. He was also a member 
of the Agudas Yisroel Moetzes Gedolei Ha Torah. 

Rav Yisroel Don was the fifth generation after the 
founder of the Modzhitzer dynasty, Rav Yechezkel of 
Kuzmir. He followed in the footsteps of his holy forbears 
in composing niggunim that were sung at the Modzhitz 
tishen in between his ardent divrei Torah, inspiring 
appreciation and emulation around the world. After the 
levaya, it was announced that his oldest son, Rav Chaim 
Shaul, a son-in-law of the Alexander Rebbe'>·>rr, would 

I 

s<H1ni An~1cAN i~i.:p~~~~.~;~";~~~ THE JEw1s11 OBSERVER uoios NOT AssuME succeed hin1 as Modzhitzer Rebbe,and that his other son, 

Racdmc, Johminnbllf-q i 

I
, Ponoxs1s52. ~:;::·.;(~:;~~~1.· 1~:··~;R:;;~1-~:~~,;~~. 1~::;~: :]~:>~~-~~r'.~ Rav Moshe Pinchas, a son-in-law of the Lubliner Rebbe, 

2124 sou111 AFRtcA. would be the Rav of the Mozhitzer comn1unity. I 
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RABBI SHLOMO FURST 

·--==-i ---··----.. ------ I 

How to Rebuild the 
Beis Hamikdash 

i 

The fatal Factor of Selfishness 
vs. The Power of a Leiv Tov 

Compiled from the sichos (discourses) of Rabbi Chaim Pinchas Scheinberg, ~"P":>v. 
Rosh Hayeshiva of Yeshiva Torah Ore, Yerushalayim 

THE HEART OF THE MATTER 

I f we give sufficient thought to 
what caused the destruction of the 
Beis Hamikdash (Holy Temple), 

we can help rebuild it. The Gemara 
( Yoma 9b) teaches us that while idola
try, immorality and bloodshed brought 
about the destruction of the First Beis 
Hamikdash, the Second Beis Hamikdash 
was destroyed solely because of sinas 
chinam - unwarranted hatred. 

This Gemara also stresses that during 
the time of the Second Beis Hamikdash, 
we learned Torah, performed mitzvos, 
and even extended acts of kindness 
toward one another. Apparently, Kial 
Yisroel exhibited a reasonable norm of 
acceptable behavior, yet sinas chinam 
was as totally destructive as idolatry, 
immorality and bloodshed combined. 

The questions are obvious: What is 
the connection between sinas chinan1 
and the Churban (destruction)? And 
why is sinas chinam as severe as idolatry, 
immorality and bloodshed? 

We can approach these questions by 

referring to Rav Chaim of Volozhin's 
sefer Nefesh Hachayim, wherein he 
describes the spiritual dimensions of 

THE HEARTBREAK OF 

HATRED 

the human body. Each part of the Because of Hashem Yisbarach's 
body has a spiritual counterpart and patience, the results of our actions 
a divine function, correlating to the are not immediately apparent. 
Beis Hamikdash above. The heart is the Therefore, we do not sense any direct 
most vital physical and spiritual organ connection between our sins and their 
of all. It pumps life force to all parts destructive consequences. An injury to 
of the body, and so, Rav Chaim writes, ruchniyus is very abstract and remote to 
"It corresponds to the Beis Kodesh our senses. If not aroused, we will most 
Hakadashim - the Holy of Holies, the likely remain insensitive to the gravity 
Temple's inner sanctum." Hence, we of the damage we caused. 
can understand how sinas chinam - a The Rambam (Hilchos Ta'aniyos 1:1· 
disease of the heart that contaminates 3) writes, 
one's thoughts and actions - single- There is a positive Torah com-
handedly brought about the Churban mand to cry out and sound trum-
Bayis Sheini. pets any time tragedy besets Kial 

The Gemara ( Yoma 39b) describes Yisroel... as a method of doing 
how for forty years before the Churban teshuva. For when adversity occurs, 
Bayis Sheini, Hashem sent clear and andwecryoutandsound [trumpets, 
direct warnings to arouse Kial Yisroelto then] everyone will know that it is 
teshuva, and thus avert the impending all because of their bad deeds ... and 
disaster. For example, every morning, this will cause the suffering to depart 
the doors of the Heichal (Antechamber from them. However, if we do not cry 
of the Beis Hamikdash) opened by outandsoundtrumpets,andinstead 
themselves. Rashi explains that this say that this is something natural 

RABBI FuRsT, wtto 15 MAsHciAc11RucuANt1N was intended to prompt Kial Yisroelto thatishappeningtous>andthismis-
Koi.LEL RuActt CttAtM, 1s AuTHoR OF NEs1vns realize that the gateway was open wide fortune is just a coincidence - this 
CHAIM - THr: TonAH WAr oF L1FE sEHiEs (THus for our enen1ies to enter the Beis Kodesh is derech achzarius [cruelty], and it 
FAR oN BEnF.

151115 
ANO SuEMos) BAsEo oN THP. Hakadashim. We should have realized causes them to remain steadfast in 

MOIZA'J::J SI-tABBOS LECTURES OF RABBI CHAIM I 
PiNcHAs scHEINBERG. HE is A FREQtiENT coN· the message and taken it to heart. their evil deeds, and other tragedies 
TR1suToR To THESE rAGEs. MosT RECENTLY wrrtt Hashem Yisbarach was very patient, but will be added to their suffering. 

"Ru'' v'"'>N:· MA> ·o,. -----·--··-----···--to _n_o_a-va-il_. _ .. " ------·-·---··----"-·----~diffo~oce ••d fil<mdi•:J 
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I I 
I hardships- Hashem's Heaven-sent mes- wealth through misfortune and is left this Mishna, quotes the Rambam: "The . 

I 
sages to arouse us to teshuva - should penniless, he beco1nes 1nournful, sigh- attitudes of a person stem from the I 
be described as apikarsus, and not laden and embittered:' The intensity of heart. [Thus,] when the heart is good, : 

'I achzariyus. Recognition of the fact that sorrow that we experience corresponds all personality traits and attitudes are I 
nothing happens by chance is a principal to the recognition of the gravity of the properly aligned Consequently the 

II of emuna. To deny that Hashem directs loss. Therefore, we can easily grieve person is content: associates with ~ood 1

1 

this world with Hashgacha Prattis-with over a loss of money, for we realize the people, and only desires that which is 
a specific purpose and plan - is heresy. aftermath right away. beneficial and not harmful." 

1

1 

Why does the Rambam describe it as Concerning ruchniyus (spirituality), What we seek in life, how we select 1' 

cruel and heartless? Rabbeinu Yona writes that we must be and pursue our life goals, and how we , 
; First of all, the Rambam is teaching stricken to the core and "realize how go about achieving them depend on I' 

I 
us that all tragedies, public or private, tremendously evil it is for one to rebel our hearts. 
are personally addressed n1cssages from against his Creator. A person 1nust Ran1chal, at the end of the sixteenth f 

Hashen1. They are not someone else's enlarge his sense of misery, release a chapter of Mesillas Yesharin1, describes I 
problem, somebody else's heartbreak. whirlwind that thrashes about in his the heart as the king and director over I, 

The tragedy is ours and the grief is ours. mind, and moan with bitterness of every part of the body. Therefore, if the 
If we do not think and feel this way, it is heart:' heart "is not involved in avodas Hashem 

: achzariyus. We n1ust search out ways to Remorse over what we have done, Yisbarach (Divine service), the avoda of 
\ arouse our hearts and feel pain. Rabbeinu Yonah continues, "will depend the rest of the limbs is nothing ... :' 

!four hearts are closed and insensitive on the degree of bitterness and the 
to the suffering of others, we may even- severity of anguish; this is the teshuva 
tually find ourselves suffering our own that will result by means of the soul's TANTAMOUNT TO TAINTED 
pain. The Yalkut Shimoni (on Tehillim purity and refinement of intelligence. GENEROSITY: A MATTER OF 
137) cites the passuk "By the rivers of For according to one's wisdom and the INTEREST 
Bavel: There we sat - we also cried, when degree to which he has opened his eyes, · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
we remembered Tziyon." The Yalkut so shall be the magnitude and severity Most of us act kindly, even 

, explains that we cried over the departure of his regrets over his many transgres- generously, as long as the act 
I of our prophet Yirmeyahu.After the first sions:' of kindness does not conflict 

I
I·, Ch urban Habayis, Yirmeyahu escorted If we can train ourselves to become with our personal interests. Chessed 
, his newly captive nation to the furthest sensitive, we can then more clearly real- of this sort is easy and spontaneous 

point - and then, when our exile from ize our plight in this world. Would we - almost impulsive. If, however, chessed 
Bretz Yisroel was inescapably about to prefer to place our own lives in jeop- beckons when we are tired, hungry 
begin, he returned to Yerushalayim. ardy? When confronted with a life or or irritated, we may think twice and 

The Yalkut Shinwni records that, death situation, would we be so foolish even shy away from helping others. lf 
as a result of our tears, Yirmeyahu's as to brush it off as coincidental? "Thank an opportunity for chessed demands 
final words of rebuke were: "May the G-d, as long as it is not happening to time or money, we may even need to 
heaven and the earth bear witness to me" is the smug thought of an achzar! be persuaded. 
me: Had you wept one tear while you If daas Torah guides our e1notions, 
were still in Tziyon - you would not however, our opinions) choices and 
have been exiled." The time to shed tears A PERFECT So LUTI o N behavior will be appropriate and sound. 
was before the First Ch urban Habayis, · • • · • • · • · • · • · · • · • • • • · • · • • • • • · • • • Daas Torah, then, is crucial. Good inten-
whik we were still in our homes in In the second chapter of Avos,Rabban lions, logic and practicality on their 
Yerushalayim. Yochanan ben Zakkai asked his own do not indicate the truth, validity 

We should not mistakenly think talmidim to seek out the best path or success of any particular path we 
that this rebuke is abstract and irrel- to pursue in life. Each of his five talmi- take in life. 
evant for us. The Talmud Yerushalmi dim gave a different answer: a good For example, lending with interest is 
(Yoma 1:1) implicates all of us, for eye, a good friend, a good neighbor, considered a normal business practice. 
"Every generation in which the Beis foresight regarding the consequences of The world of finance would cease to 
Ha1nikdash is not rebuilt is considered one's actions, and a good heart. Rabban exist without it. Banking institutions 
as if it (were the generation in which it Yochanan ben Zakkai accepted this last and financial empires have risen on 
was) destroyed." answer, the opinion of Rabbi Elazar its foundation. With it, investment, 

Rabbeinu Yona in Sha'arei Teshuva ben Arach, who answered that a leiv construction, and trade take place. The 
(1:12,l 3) explains that even a slight tov is the best pathway in life because economy flourishes. Besides, there is 

, loss of money is difficult for a person it encompasses all the other answers. chessed involved. The borrower is grate- I 

La~ept. "But i~ som~o1~ ~~ ~s - ~~bein~ Yo~a, in ~is-com~e~a~ on - ful~o~t~ loan, eve~ tho~l~t~omes 
71 
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with added costs. 

Common sense clearly suggests that 
lending at interest is both a necessary 
and desirable business practice, but the 
Torah teaches us otherwise. The punish
ment for lending with ribbis is severe. 
Ghazal (Pirkei deRabbi Eliezer 33) say 
that those who lend with interest will 
not merit the great miracle of techias 
hameisim, the resurrection of the dead. 
The Talmud Yerushalmi (Bava Metzia 
5:8) brands those Jews who lend with 
interest as heretics. 

Rabbi Shimon Shkop 7··:>11 once 
explained that the laws of rib bis are 
listed in Yoreh Deia, which deals with 
issur and hetter (ritual law), and not in 
Ghoshen Mishpat (business law). If ribbis 
were related to theft or robbery, its laws 
would appear in Ghoshen Mishpat, but 
charging ribbis is not stealing. The bor
rower pays the interest willingly, as part 
of the business agreement. Nonetheless, 
even though the money legally belongs 
to the lender, it is treif and forbidden. 
The Torah requires us to lend money 
as a pure act of chessed - totally gen
erously, without any selfish elements 
whatsoever. 

Rib bis is just one example of how the 
Torah expects us to purify our chessed. 
Ghessed that is free from any ulterior 
motives may seem like a lofty pursuit, 
but this goal causes us to think about 
why and how we perform the chessed we 
do. Such introspection is vital, because 
our unconscious 1notivations and a1nbi
tions direct our lives much more than 
we think. Our thoughts and motivations 
n1ust therefore stem from and confor1n 
to daas Torah. if not, we are on a very 
risky path. 

based on ignorance. Alas, the ignorance 
behind this attitude did not impede 
its acceptance as a popular political 
philosophy. 

Vast, modern societies established 
themselves on this supposedly humane 
premise of rising above the selfishness 
of private ownership. In reality, such 
societies were far from G-dliness in their 
beliefs and far from kindliness in their 
actions. Moreover, as history has proven, 
these societies were neither practicable 
nor lasting. Even though these societ
ies were very far from righteous, their 
leaders did, at least temporarily, organize 
and govern their countries. 

Such national endeavors, even to 
succeed for a short tin1c, require intel
ligence. If so, Ghazal are teaching us 
something very specific about igno
rance. 'When characterizing "what is 

ulterior motives and therefore limited. 
Pure chessed requires a pure heart. 

Evven Sheleima concludes: 
Though his conduct appears cor

rect in his eyes, he will fall from 
heaven to the earth until he cannot 
stand. He will turn from the ways 
of Hashem, and he will not realize 
it on his own. Therefore, do not rely 
at all on human reason. [That is to 
say,] do not come to a simplistic 
decision based upon what seems 
logical. Rather, search and thor
oughly scrutinize the recesses of the 
soul to find the source of the ratzon 
harishon, and to see if there is any 
bias or inclination to this. See that 
the deeds and thoughts conform to 
Hashem's will. 

mine is yours, and what is yours is mine" BRINGING THE 

as the attitude of an ignorant person, SHECHINA HOME 

. 

I 

Chazal are referring to ignorance of · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 1 

Torah. In additional, it refers to the 0 ur daily Shemoneh Esrei ] 
person's lack of insight into their true includes the beracha: "And to j' 

motivations. No person, taking into Yerushalayim, Your city, may 
account his own needs and ambitions, You return in compassion, and may ]' 
could honestly conclude, "what is mine You dwell within it, as You have spo-
is yours, and what is yours is mine." ken. May You build it soon in our days 

The sefer Evven Sheleima ( 4: 17) states as an everlasting edifice, and may You I 
in the name of the Vilna Gaon: speedily establish the throne of Dovid ' 

All behaviors of a person are within it." I 
influenced by the ratzon harishon The beracha then concludes, . 
(his primary desire). For, in the form "Blessed are You Hashem, the Builder 
that it emerges to his consciousness, of Yerushalayim." This is what we nor-
the ratzon harishon is clear and cor- mally say, but on Tisha BeAv, there is 
rect in his eyes .... Who can sayuMy a special addition to the prayer's con-
heart is pure and there is no deceit clusion: "For You, Hashem, consumed 
in my inner self"'? [If he could,] can her with fire, and with fire You will 
such a person truly cleaves to the rebuild her, as it is said, 'I will be for 
attributes of Hakadosh Baruch Hu. her. .. a wall of fire around her and I 
If, however, Heaven forbid, there is will be glorious in her midst: Blessed ] 
in his heart a slight source, whose are You, Hashem, Who consoles Tzion 

THE ULTIMATE wellspring is bitter and malignant, and rebuilds Yerushalayim." 
EGALITARIAN SOCIETY thenhewillbehaveaccordingtohis Fire destroyed the Beis Hamikdash, 
• • • • • • • • · • • · • • • · • · • • • • • · • • • • • • • • ruach (inclination). and we pray that soon, Yerushalayin1 and 

AMishna in the fifth chapter of When doing chessed, we may believe the Beis Hamikdash will be rebuilt with 
Avos describes four types of that we are well-intentioned, kind and fire. Fire burns, consumes and destroys. 
people, one of whose beliefs are giving. However, our innermost emo- How does fire build? Furthermore, why 

that of an am ha' aretz: "What is mine is tions and our deepest intellectual pro- do we phrase this beracha in both the 
yours, and what is yours is mine." This cesses - our attitudes and behaviors present and future tenses? 
may seem to be a very kind and civilized - originate in the heart. Our true The commentary Doveir Shalom in I 
ideal. Ghazal, from their perspective of motivation may be very fur from what we the sefer Otzer Hatefillos explains: , 

I" '"""· "'"' "''"" iliio w.,,w,;~ " __ thmk.:oftenourchessed1stamted~it~-- ~akadosh Baruc-h Hu will,~ 



the future, briug down the walls 
of fire in the third Reis Hamikdash 

T H E JEWISH OBSERVER 

CHESSED WITH A 
PURE HEART 

in Yerushalayim. They are being · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
formed by the flaming sparks of we all have the potential for 
awe ignited by those who serve Him doing pure chessed. Our 
when they learn Torah and pray to hearts are big enough to sus-
Him. These fuse, so to speak, and lain a desire to help other people under 
from them, the wall of fire is built. all circumstances. When an opportunity 
If so, Yerushalayim is being built for chessed requires self-sacrifice, and 
each and every moment through chessed becomes a burden, we may shy 
the fusion of these flaming sparks away from giving true and full expres-
of devotion. sion to the unlimited potential for 
TheReisHamikdashand Yerushalayim chessed that exists within us all. A pity, 

are constantly being rebuilt - through for true chessed requires a leiv tov. lf we 
our efforts in Torah, mitzvos and prayer. refrain from doing difficult, demand-
This gives us an insight into the signifi- ing chessed, it is an indication that our 
cance of our exertion in Torah study, hearts lack ahava, genuine love. If we 
fidelity in fulfilling the mitzvos, and really loved others as we love ourselves, 
concentration in prayer. Wanting the nothing would stop us from extending 
Beis Hamikdash and knowing what ourselves. When we love someone, we 
it 1neans for us are basic attitudes for cannot hate them. Sinas chinan1 is the 
every Jew. opposite of ahava. 

The power of our own prayers, when If our hearts are receptive, they can 
they come from our hearts, should not be filled with the kedusha of the Beis 
be underestimated. Ramchal writes in Hamikdash. The Reis Hamikdash was 
Mesillas Yesharim (Chapter 19) that the means, the conduit for the Shechina 
we must feel "constant, actual grief to enter our lives. We lost the Reis 
for Yerushalayim and the Churban ... to Hamikdash when we lost ahava and 
yearn for the geula, for through it, harbored sinas chinam. This is the lesson 
there will be an exaltation of Hashem's of the Ch urban - and the opportunity 
glory .... [We are called upon] to con- provided by galus. Ga/us is an oppor-
tinually pray for the redemption of Kial tunity to build. 
Yisroel and the return of the glory of Caius persists because of our inad-
Heaven to its former greatness." equacies. We lost the Beis Hamikdash 

Ramchal concludes, "And if someone when we lost our leiv tov. The Reis 
will say, 'Who am I and what is my worth Hamikdash lost its function, and the 
that I should pray for Yerushalayim? Is Shechina was removed from us. This 
it due to my prayers that those in exile is a deeply personal and painful les-
shall be gathered in and the salvation son. Nonetheless, this lesson gives us 
shall be forthcoming?' The answer[, as hope. By transforming and renewing 
Ramchal explains,] is that we have to do our hearts, we can be instrun1ental in 
as 1nuch as we can. This is what Hashem hastening the day when we will once 
expects of us." again have the Reis Hamikdash. 

True, the geula depends upon the Jn summary, having a leiv tov pro-
will of Hakadosh Baruch Hu. In the vides the means for having the Reis 
meantime, however, we have our avoda, Hamikdash. The Churban Habayisobli-
and our prayers, which Hashcrn uses gates us to change. We n1ust en1ulate 
to build the walls of fire, the walls of our Creator. We must learn to become 
Yerushalayini. We have to repair our kind and compassionate without li1nit 
hearts, to change them from what they and without selfish motivations. If we 
are into a leiv tov, and then the Shechina change our attitudes and our behavior, 
will return to our hearts, to our lives then the Shechina will come home. 

! and to the world - a testimony to the May we all soon be privileged to see it 

L
i everlasting glory of Hashem's reign. Is flourish and radiate in its fullest glory 

a greater chessed than that? - from within and from without. ~ 

- --- - - - - -- - -- ··-------... --... -···-·--- __ .... _ 

-==--i 

NGE 
Child Development Specialists 

Helping Inf ants & Toddlers 
with Developmental Delays and Disabilities 

Evaluation and a full range of 
Therapeutic Services provided 
at our Center or in the privacy 

of your home 
Bilingual Services Available 

Services are provided based on the child's needs 
as determined by the NYC Early Intervention 
Program. The Early Intervention Official will 
detern1ine the location and pro\ider of any 
needed services. This Early Intervention 
Program is funded & regulated by the NYC Dept. 
of Health & Mental Hygiene. 

Executive Offices: 
649 Thirty-Ninth Street 

Brooklyn, New York 11232 

Queens Office: 
70-1414/stStreet 

Flushing, New York 11367 

SERVING BROOKLYN, QUEENS, 
STATEN ISLAND & MANHATTAN 1 

-m.~~~:J 



RABBI ELIYAHU MEIR KLUGMAN 

Machlokes - arguments and 
disputes- seems to be every
where we turn. It is found in 

the best of families, in shuls, yeshivos 
and Chassidic courts. There is almost no 
segment of Kial Yisroel that is machlokes
free. No topic is more popular than ach
dus (unity), no behavior more frowned 
upon than machlokes, yet no gossip 
juicier than what concerns the very 
machlokes we so glibly condemn. It is all 
around us, often with the self-interest 
of one or both sides blatant and evi
dent to all, except maybe to the parties 
themselves. 

We may delude ourselves that the 
recent burgeoning of machlokes within 
very prominent circles (we mean no 
one specific) is somehow an anomaly 
in Jewish life. But, at the risk of being 
accused of not being melameid zechus 
on Kial Yisroel - judging our people 
favorably- anyone with the most rudi
mentary knowledge of Jewish history, 
especially of pre-War Europe, is aware 
that today's strife is, regrettably, not 
unusual at all. 

Whereas before Churban Europe, 
machlokes was more widespread than 
we care to admit (talk to the survivors), 
after the horrors of six million men, 
women and children of our people being 

RABBI KLUGMAN, WHO l.IVES IN JERUSALEM, 

IS KOSH HAYt:SHlVA IN NEVEH ZION, WHICH IS 

LOCATED IN A JERUSALEM Sl!BURB. HE IS A FRE· 

Q!_lf'.NT CONTRIBUTOR TO THESE PAGES. 

BUILDING THE THIRD BEIS HAMIKDASH 

THE REALITIES 

OF 

butchered to death, there was some less
ening of public discord between various 
groups, certainly within those groups. 
The she'eiris hapleita (surviving gen
eration) was blessed with gedolim who 
knew how to work together. Perhaps, 
too, the horrors of Hitler gave pause and 
put a modicum of a sense of perspective 
into public Jewish life. Perhaps. 

The naive may be forgiven for think
ing that things have taken a turn for 
the worse only because Kial Yisroel is 
at peace, and living in unparalleled 
affluence and tranquility. Now, it is 
true that the "kicking" in "Vayishman 
Yeshurun vayivat-And Jeshurun got fat 
and kicked" (Devarim 32, 15) refers not 
only to one's relationship with Hashem, 
but to one's fellow man as well. It is also 
true that there are many accounts of 
unusual achdus when Kial Yisroel was 
faced with a clear and present danger. 
But let no one delude himself that in 
times of peril the bane of machlokes is 
somehow put on hold. 

Listen to this front page of the 
Transylvanishe Yiddishe Zeitung of Erev 
Shabbos Parshas Bamidbar, 1935. Listen 
in disbelief. The battle in the city of 
K. between - let's call them Chareidi 
groups A and B - fills almost the entire 
front page of this Chareidi weekly, with 
invective, slander and mud-slinging of 
the finest kind. If this fight would be 
taking place today, the details would 
be devoured with relish. They are no 

longer relevant because of the aftermath 
of the phenomenon, described in the 
small article on the bottom of the page 
entitled, "Nazis Break Windows in Shul;' 
about Hitler's thugs .... 

Three months later, on Parshas Eikev, 
we have a repeat performance. The lead 
story is busy with "Der Geshrei fun K.," 
about a battle between two national 
Chareidi groups as to who will be the 
local Rav of K. This article, too, is filled 
with slander and vilification, wrapped, 
of course, in the self-righteous cloak of 
k'vod Shamayim. 

And again, only on the bottom of 
the page, "Der Geshrei funder Deitscher 
Gehennom," about "redifos un negishos 
un ahn oijherr - attacks and violence 
without end." Same geshrei, just that the 
important one is about the Kehilla of K., 
and the lesser one is about the Nazis. 

We do not dare and have no right to 
talk of the heilige Yidden of those years. 
Period. But a sense of perspective is 
necessary if one is to learn what one's 
responsibilities are. 

If The New York Times would put 
similar news articles in that order of 
prominence and length, we would 
accuse them of being self-hating Jews. 
But when we do it, even today, it is 
somehow alright. 

When a non-Jewish or un-Jewish 
newspaper slanders observant Jews, we 
dismiss them as being anti-Semitten, but 
when we slander talmidei chachamim 



who don't agree with our self-interest, 
when we print pashkevillin (posters 
of protest and condemnation), paper 
the walls with them, and put them on 
every table in shul in an exercise of self
interest disguised as k'vod Shamayim, 
without even having the guts or the 
honesty to sign our names to them, it 
is acceptable. 

Why? 
Because we are able to convince 

ourselves that it is lesheim Shamayim. 
And then everything is permitted. So 
we 1nanage to convince ourselves. 

Nothing could be further from the 
truth. 

selves the destruction of the Beis 
Hamikdash .... 

Hashem is yashar and will not 
tolerate any tzaddik who is not 
straightforward in his dealings with 
the world around him, even though 
his actions are lesheim Shamayim, 
because [they] can bring about the 
destruction of Creation and civili
zation. 
So, doing something lesheim 

Shamayim does not necessarily make 
it right, and that is assuming that one 
remains lesheim Shamayim for the dura
tion of the machlokes, which, as we will 
see, is almost impossible. 

But does this mean that one must be 
silent in the face of chillul Hashem or 

THE CONSEQUENCES injustice? Doesn't the aforementioned 
OF CONTENTION indicate that one is required to be con-
. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · cerned only with his own observance? 

I t is an undeniable fact that at no Where in all this does the achrayus 
time since the ch urban in Europe has (accountability) for Kial Yisroel fit? 
the Torah world suffered such frag- What about the requirements of kol 

mentation. We ignore the historically Yisroel areivim zeh bazeh (all Jews are 
catastrophic results of similar machlokes responsible for one another), the obli-
at our own peril. Each side, of course, is gation of tochacha (reproof), and the 
convinced that that has nothing to do imperative to do battle with forces, and 
with their own behavior, which is only sometimes people, who seek to falsify 
to stand up for what is right. It's the the d'var Hashem? 
other side that is machzik bemachlokes Would I sit quietly were someone 
- unyieldingly persisting in the dispute. to spit in my mother's face? Can I sit 
One look at Moshe Rabbeinu's positive quietly in the face of chillul Hashem, in 
overtures to Dassan andAvira1n, in spite the face of abomination or injustice? 
of their intransigence, should put the lie And if, indeed, I am required to speak 
to that contention on their part. up and to act, as gedolei Yisroel have 

Listen to the words of the Netziv in over the ages, how does that square with 
his introduction to Bereishis. Listen the statement of Chazal ( Chullin 89a) 
and cringe: that" Ein ha' olam miskayeim ella bishvil 

The people living during the mi sheboleim es atzmo bishe'as meriva 
Second Beis Hamikdash were tzad- - The world exists only in the merit of 
dikim, pious and ameilei Torah. the person who restrains himself in the 
But they were not straightforward heat of a quarrel"? 
(yesharim) in their behavior. Because And if there is to be a distinction 
they harbored mutual sinas chi- between milchamos Hashem - G-d's 
nam - unwarranted hatred - they wars- and one's own petty battles, how 
suspected those who did not live as is one to know the difference? 
they felt proper in matters of yiras Should one have no illusion that he is 
Shamayim to be Sadueees or apikor- any better than anyone else, or that one 
sim. This behavior brought them to is qualified to give mussar to someone 
character assassination (shefichas else? And who could presume that any 
damim bederech haflaga - a form article, book or even library will bring 

1 of bloodshed - in the words of the this destructive dimension of human 

world, until they brought on them- cant diminution? 

Why is this so' Why is machlokes so 
much a part of life, and why do people 
who are exemplary in every other way 
get sucked into it? Before we consider its 
realities, we must understand why it is so 
much a part of the human experience. 

FROM THE BEGINNING 

Machlokes is as old as life itself. 
On the first day of the first 
marriage, Adam and Chava 

traded accusations. The first human 
to be born, Kayin, killed his younger 
brother because he was jealous of his 
success and his standing in Hashem's 
eyes. The Dor Haflaga - the generation 
that launched the building of the Tower 
of Babel - began with an ostensibly 
unified mankind working towards a 
common goal, only to descend into such 
infighting that the world split not into 
two shuls, two yeshivas or two Chassidic 
courts, but into seventy different nations 
and languages. 

No less a leader than Moshe Rabbeinu 
was the constant victim of criticism and 
intrigue to the point that he complained 
that he was unable to carry alone the 
burden of the Jewish People, which he 
describes (Devarim 1, 12) as "torchachem, 
mas'achem verivchem - [Kial Yisroel's] 
contentiousness, burdens and quarrels.)> 

From the beginning of time, then, 
machlokes has pervaded every area of 
life, and every form of human and 
societal relationship and endeavor. One 
could perhaps imagine that all this is an 
outco1ne of man's imperfect character, 
whether inborn or developed. One 
could dream that in a perfect world, 
everyone would just learn to be mevateir 
(yield), and voila, we would have a world 
without machlokes. 

That is not the case. 

THE CREATION CALLED 
"MACHLOKES" 

Machlokes, the Midrash 
(Bereishis Rabba 4:6) tells us, 
was created on the second day L

i Netziv) and to all the evils in the behavior to a halt, or even to a signifi-

-- -- -- -- - --- --- - - -- ------ - --
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I of Creation. We can understand that 
man is an imperfect being - "ki yeitzer 
leiv ha'adam ra nii'ne'urav-the inclina
tion of man is to evil from his youth" 
(Bereishis 8, 21). But machlokes came 
into being four days before man. 

What does that mean? 
Machlokes means division. Only with 

a superficial co1nprehension of the uni
verse and 1nan can one envision a world 
without division. 

'I'he world is one vast, integrated 
system with billions of components, 
each different from the other as the 
blade of grass from the sun's orb, each 
endowed with a purpose of its own, 
each Divinely engineered to minute 
and unique specifications in substance 
and form, power and dimension, for its 
distinct purpose and mission. 

All these billions of components of 
Creation differ from one another in their 
properties and purpose, yet they form 
one great, harmonious system, each one 
functioning in its particular time and 
place, using the resources granted to it, 
each supporting the whole and being 
supported by it, with none encroach
ing on another's territory. Hashe1n cre
ated, sustains, and directs this massive 
army, "Hashem Tzevakos Shemo - The 
Harmonizer of Opposites is His Name;' in 
Rabbi S.R. Hirsch's immortal formulation 
(The Nineteen Letters, Letter Three). 

Mankind is similar to the rest of 
Creation in the sense that no two people 
are alike, not physically nor in character. 
"Kesheim she' ein partzufeihen do min 
zeh la'zeh, kach ein da'atan shavin zeh 
la'zeh - As their facial features differ, 
so are their temperaments dissimilar" 
(Bamidbar Rabba 21,2) means not only 
that people don't look and think alike, 
but also that just as one would not resent 
one's fellow because he doesn't look like 
oneself, so, too, must one accept that 
other individuals will ipso facto think 
differently than oneself. 

INDIVIDUAL MAN 

that the entire world was created for 
him. If the world could cease to exist if 
no Torah is being studied ( Shabbos 88a; 
see Nefesh Hachayim IV, 11 ), then it fol
lows that the limud ha Torah of even one 
individual can sustain an entire world. 
The logical extension of this, explain the 
commentaries, is that one is required 
to feel that the fate of the entire world 
depends on one's own actions, because 
all of one's deeds have cosmic signifi
cance (see Nefesh Hachayi111 Sha' ar I; 
Bitz Yosefto Bin Yaakov, ibid). 

That power cuts both ways. Man can 
sustain the world, and he can cause its 
destruction. 

The reality that the world belongs 
to each and every person is neatly 
captured in the first words of the first 
Mishna of Bava Metzia, the Mesechta 
that deals with disputes between people: 
The world is a macrocosm of"Shnayim 
ochazin be'tallis, ... zeh omeir kula shelli 
ve'zeh omeir kula shelli - Two people 
holding a garment, each claiming, 'It's 
entirely mine!'" Every two individuals 
have a grip on the entire world, which 
Yeshayahu Hanavi ( 51, 6) describes as a 
garment, a physical covering for the only 
authentic reality, the spiritual world. 

Each individual would like to mold 
the world according to his understand
ing and in consonance with his individu
ality. But, as the gedolei roshei hayeshivos 
explain the lamdus for yachloku - each 
individual is muchzak on (has posses
sion of) the entire tallis, on the entire 
world. But, because others are muchzak 
as well, he will receive only a part of that 
garment - and the world. 

Man was created as an individual, the 
same Mishna in Sanhedrin adds, so that 
he realize that the life of another human 
being is equal to the entire world. All 
human beings are descendants of a 
single individual, the Mishna continues, 
"shelo yomar adam lachaveiro, 'Abba 
gadol mei'avicha' - so that no one say 
to his fellow man [listen to the words], 
'My father is greater than yours."' 

Man - each of whom owns the entire 

is not intrinsically better than that of 
others. (This assumption, of course, is 
only valid regarding a way of life that 
adheres fully to Torah miSinai, as has 
been handed down to us by the mosrei 
haTorah, the guardians of our sacred 
tradition of each generation.) 

No two individuals are the same- not 
intellectually, emotionally or physically. 
That, too, Ghazal tell us in the same 
Mishna, is an outcome of man being 
created as an individual. So from the 
mon1ent of man's creation, the world 
belongs in its entirety to each individual: 
each person is worth an entire world, 
no two people are the same, and yet no 
one has the right to say that his way is 
greater than that of another. 

Hashem created every individual dif
ferently, Rabbi Eliyahu Eliezer Dessler 
(Michtav MeBliyahu I, 92, 146) explains, 
so that he will feel that individuality, and 
have that ambition to grow, to build, and 
to make his unique contribution to the 
rest of humanity. On the other hand, 
everyone is and feels that he is part of 
a larger circle, family, community, city, 
nation and humanity. If man did not 
feel part of that larger whole, men would 
destroy each other. If he did not feel his 
individuality, he would have no impetus 
to grow and to build. 

Hashem created the world in this 
manner so that 1nan would understand 
that, on the one hand, he is required to 
grow and build his own spiritual world, 
and on the other, he must understand 
that he is not an island; he was not 
created for himself, but is here to help, 
to influence, and to better the lives of 
others. 

And so, although machlokes is built 
into Creation, that Creation, that man
kind, are like intricate pieces of n1achin
ery. No two parts and no two people 
think and act alike or have the same 
function. Creation, humanity, and Kial 
Yisroel, as a whole, can function properly 
only when each piece and each indi
vidual makes his unique contribution 
for the benefit of the whole. 

· · · · · · · · · · · · · • · · · · · • · · • · · · · · · · · · world, so to speak - must learn to get This lesson, Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetsky 

I 

, Man was created as an individu- along with others and to realize that often explained, was the purpose of 1 j 1\J al, Chazal(Sanhedrin37a) tell - as the Mishna puts it so succinctly the existence and lengthy exp~~~I I l:__ us, so that he would realize _:iswayoflife,orthatofh1sforebea~tion of the Digle1 ~idbar.-hlal Y1~ 



r= :: :: -----_:::. ,;; 0 WO;,, "' '_' .-:-, " .• __:_·-_-:::_·-__ --__ -_:_:=: --·=-i 
travels through the wilderness of life, time, with all the rot that they engender, of soul-searching will suffice. 
each Sheivet, each Tribe with its own the devastation that they wreak, and the The Torah stressed the lineage of 
strengths, skills and personalities, each annihilation that is their lot. Pinchas from Aharon Hakohein, the 
with its own "color" and "banner" (see Mitzvos involving tnachlokes, Reb quintessential oheiv shalon1 ve'rodeif 
Ramban, Bamidbar 2,2). Yet, there can Yeruchem continues, are different rrom shalom, Rabbi Chaim Shmuelevitz 
be unity in purpose, and harmony all other mitzvos. Chazal's rule ( Pesachim explained, so as to underscore that only 
in action because they all follow the SOb) that one should always learn Torah one whose entire personality and genetic 
Shechina and the T'orah, which are at andperformmitzvosevenshelolishn1a(for n1akeup is to increase harmony can 
the center of all their activity. ulterior motives) because that will bring honestly perform the actions necessary 

The Chafetz Chaim would say that one to lishma (unadulterated motives) where machlokes or kana'us (zealous-
the various components of the Torah docs not apply to machlokes. Only he ness) are required. 
co1n1nunity are points on the 111achol, whose actions are lesheirn Shamayi111, 
the circle, the center point of which is from beginning to end, may be a party to 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu, equidistant from a machlokes involving a mitzva. 
every part of that circle. The only way to be sure that the 

THE CRITICAL DIFFERENCE 

So when is disagreement or dis
pute' with others praiseworthy, 
and when is it abominable? The 

well-known Mishna in Avos (5,5) dis
tinguishes between the machlokes of 
Hillel and Shamai, which was lesheim 
Shamayim, and that of Korach and his 
group, which was not. From the fact that 
the only distinction between the two is 
in the area of leshei1n Shamayi111, it is 
clear, explains the revered Mashgiach of 
pre-War Mir, Rabbi Yerucham Levovitz 
(Daas Torah), that the problem with 
Korach was not his grievances. He may 
have had legitimate issues, and his origi
nal intentions inay well have been a great 
mitzva, no less than that of Hillel and 
Shammai, whose machlokes concerned 
Torah and mitzvos. 

machlokes remains lesheim Shamayim 
is if one constantly monitors the true 
impetus for one's actions, and seeks and 
accepts the guidance of those gedolei 
Torah who have spent a lifetime purify
ing their actions and motivation, and 
can provide direction without self
interest. Without the study of 1nussar 
(Torah ethics and character refinement), 
the purpose of which is to strip away 
1nan's inborn self-delusion, no amount 
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Korach desired the kehuna - the 
priesthood - so that he could attain 
greater levels of kedusha, and aspired to 
fulfill the mitzvos of the priesthood, with 
its ensuing deveikus baShe1n - cleaving 
to G-d. The problem was that as matters 
progressed, his motives became tainted 
by self-interest. At that point, his actions 
became so reprehensible that he was 
destroyed, body and soul. In addition, 
Korach's actions and fate became the 
paradigm for ba'alei machlokes of all 
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Lakewood ..................... (732) 363-1010 
Cleveland.. . ...... (888) 209-8079 
Balhmo;c ....... (410) 578-1111 

............ (877) 435-7611 
................. (866) 385-0348 

Tornnto ......................... (416) 784-1271 
The Rebbetzin Phyllis Weinberg Bra11ch of the Yitti Leibel Helpline 
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i are d1scuss1ng here s1tuat1ons and issues where, 
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24 Marcheshvan, 5760, 
Bnei Brak 
I wish to express my pain regard

ing the situation in matters of bein 
adam lachaveiro (interpersonal rela
tionships). There has been an increase 
in machlokes, not only between indi
viduals but even within many Torah 
and chessed institutions. The severity 
of this aveira and the harshness of 
its punishment are delineated by 
Ghazal, the punishment being both 
in this world and the next. 

Every person thinks that he 
deserves to triumph, and that he is 
right, and that therefore his oppo
nent is a rasha. As a result, [he is 
convinced that] he may take any 
action, even to inform the authori
ties, or to go to a non-Jewish court, 
since nowadays beis din does not 
have the power to force the other 
side [to comply]. 

To our great sorrow, we have seen 
a great increase in the number of 
widows and orphans. Who knows 
if this is not because of the aveira 
of machlokes? Although it is possible 
thatthe one who suffers the punish
ment was not involved in machlokes, 
we know that all Jews are areivim 
(guarantors) for one another. This 
is certainly the case if, at times, one 
hears about machlokes and enjoys it, 
or accepts what be hears as true. 

Hashem has pain when one per
son wrongs another, and certainly, 
if this causes many people to take 
part, the amount of pain caused to 
Hashem Yisbarach cannot be mea
sured. This inspires kitrug, rach
mana litzlan, and the middas hadin 
(incrimination and prosecution), 
may Hashem have mercy. 

Who am I to give reproof to 
people? However, people come to me 

almost every day regarding machlokes 
between individuals or between one 
institution and another, or within 
the same institution, between the 
staff and the director. This bas a very 
bad influence on the entire world. 
Ghazal (Kiddushin 40) say that one 
should always imagine that the world 
is divided evenly between mitzvos 
and aveiros. The performance of one 
mitzva can tip the scales to zechus 
(merit) and, challila, one aveira can 
tip the scales lekaf chova (guilt), 
Heaven forbid. 

In addition, every action one per
forms, whether good or the reverse, 
influences others to do the same. 
Machlokes breeds machlokes, malshi
nus (informing authorities) causes 
malshinus. Where are we beaded? 

I think that the only approach is 
that every one make up bis mind to 
be mevateir (forego). If we explain 
to someone that be is wrong, he will 
not listen, because he is convinced 
that he is one hundred percent right. 
The only possible thing one can say 
is that one should be mevateir even 
if one is right, because it is worth
while in order to prevent strife and 
fighting. 

Every person should have mercy 
on his own life and that of his family 
and all of Kial Yisroel. I am not even 
referring to the pain, as it were, of 
the Shecbina when there is no peace 
between Jews, which is worse than 
anything. 

There is a sickness that is even 
more dangerous, and that is when 
people fool themselves and con
vince themselves that they are acting 
lesheim Shamayim and therefore 
may not be mevateir at all. The only 
advice for such a person is to probe 
deeply [into bis motivations], and 

L:__ ..... -----·-------··· --·· ····--·· 

analyze himself, until he realizes the 
truth and does teshuva, and [then] 
Hashem will have mercy on him. 

It is incumbent upon all of us to 
make peace, and to implore [ oth
ers] to be concerned with k'vod 
Shamayim and Kial Yisroel, so that 
they not suffer punishment from 
Above. May we merit the blessing, as 
explained by Ghaza~ Hashem found 
no receptacle with which to con
tain beracha as effective as harmony 
between people. In the merit of that 
peace and harmony, Hashem will 
remove His Anger and will inspire 
us from on High, and we will merit 
eternal redemption. 

EXCERPT FROM THE 
RAMBAM'S LETTER TO HIS 
SON REB AVRAHAM ............................. 

Do not contaminate yourselves 
with machlokes, which consumes 
body, soul and property- what else, 
then, is left? I have seen the way the 
pure have been blackened, the refined 
vulgarized, families torn apart, lead
ers removed from their positions, 
big cities destroyed, communities 
broken up, pious Jews deteriorate, 
the faithful ruined, the honorable 
disparaged and despised - all because 
of machlokes. 

The neviim prophesized against 
it, the chachamim expounded on 
it, and the philosophers probed its 
essence and explained the evil of 
macblokes, but still did not reach its 
fundamental nature. 

Therefore, resolve to hate 
[ machlokes] and flee from it. Distance 
yourself from all its friends, compan
ions and neighbors. Remain aloof 
and keep a distance even from quar
reling relatives, lest you perish from 
their sins. 



BLINDING SELF-INTEREST 

0 
ne of the great baalei 1nussar 
of two generations ago once 
took sides in a machlokes in 

his yeshiva that did not involve him 
personally. Not long afterwards, he 
received a blistering letter from his 
friend, Rabbi Daniel Mowshovitz of 
Kelm, who reminded him that when 
involved in 1nachlokes, one can mean 
lesheim Shamayim for perhaps the 
first few moments. After that, man's 
ahavas hanitzuach, his instinctive drive 
to triumph, takes over, and fro1n that 
point on, his actions are guided by 
that need. Tbat self-interest will con-
vince one that not only is he right, 
but that there is almost nothing more 
important at that moment than that 
he prevail. 

The only acceptable approach can be 
that of the Chasam Sofer, who fought 
many a battle for k'vod Shamayim, but 
who had no personal need to win. He 
would tell his talmidim, "Miyamai lo 
nitzachti adam, ve'al yedei zeh me'o/am 
lo nitzchani adam. In my entire life, I 
never defeated another person, and as 
a result, no one ever defeated me."21~he 
Chasam Sofer had no need to win, and 
as a result, his actions were not tainted 
with self-interest. 

The Torah tells us (Devarim 16, 19) 
that shochad (bribery) will blind the 
wise and pervert righteous words. There 
is no greater shochad than self-interest. 
Once self-interest - whether it be posi-
tion, parnassa (livelihood), prestige, 
or the need to prevail - becomes part 
of the equation, leshem Shamayim is 
no longer possible. And the moment 
one's 1notivation is no longer leshein1 
Sha1nayinz, one's battle reverts to rep
rehensible machlokes, and one's abil-

1

' ity to see straight and act accordingly 
disappears. 

'1' At that point - and for most, it 
co1nes not long after the outset - to 

I continue is to flirt with the retribution 

I 
that Korach and all baalei machlokes 
receive - destruction, which sweeps up 

i everyone in its wake, including day-old 

L;~:.'.~,:~7;t~":~~,.. . 

The Maharal explains that the dev
astating Divine response to niachlokes 
is not retribution, but reaction. To 
be involved in machlokes is to touch 
Gehennom itself, sheguf haGehennom 
daveik bemachlokes.3 Participation in 
machlokes, then, is not only to play with 
Divine retribution, but to risk suicide ... 
for oneself and one's family. 

There is another point to ponder. 
One who is obsessed with winning and 
stops at nothing is, in effect, making 
the clearest statement that he, and not 
Hashem, is running the world. He is 
comparable to the train conductor who 
thinks that the pressure of his finger 
on the button driving the locomotive 
is what is moving the train. "A mentsh 
darf tuhn, nor der Eibishter ken oiftuhn 
-A person must take action, but only 
the One Above can accomplish;' Rabbi 
Chaim Shmuelevitz would often tell us. 
Even in battles fought purely for His 
sake, Hashem expects from us compli
ance, not victory. That is His alone. 

PARAMETERS OF ACTION 

O
ne of the great battles fought 
by the Brisker Rav zatzal was 
against the establishment of 

a world "Sanhedrin;' to be based in 
Heichal Shlomo in Jerusalem. At one 
point, the other side held a meeting 
to explain and promote the idea. The 
Rav's talmidim printed a list of reasons 
why the Sanhedrin idea in our time was 
forbidden, and intended to distribute it 
to those arriving at the meeting. 

The Brisker Rav forbade them: "Az 
n1en geit arein bei yennem, iz dos terror 
- When you take the battle to the other 
party's turf, it is unacceptable terror," 
he said. 

Machlokes lesheim Shamayim, too, has 
its rules and boundaries. At no time is 
one permitted to transgress the Shulchan 
Aruch, including Hilchos Lashon Hara ... 
even for 1nachlokes lesheiln Shan1ayim."1 

3 Gur Aryeh, Ran1idbar 16,27: Ncsivo5 Olam, 
Nesi11 HaShalon1 1-2; [)ercch Chai1n 5,17. 

4 "Eis la' a sos laShem heifeiru Sorasccha" has on! y 
liinited application nowadays, and surely cannot 
be decided by anyone other than gedolei Yisroel. 

It is not enough that the Aron (Holy 
Ark) stand in the center - as it was in 
Kial Yisroel's encampment. Its contents 
must direct one's actions in every situ
ation, especiaUy when one is protecting 
that very Aron Habris. Employing unac
ceptable methods constitutes just one 
more proof that winning and self-inter
est are what is driving one's battle. 

Recent public disputes, during which 
one side or another engaged in ques
tionable and unnecessary publicity, tend 
to indicate that emuna baShem was not 
necessarily the driving force, nor k'vod 
Shamayim the motive. Unsigned pash
kevillin say more about their authors 
than about the people they are attempt
ing to smear. 

WINNERS AND LOSERS 

There are four possibilities of 
involvement in a machlokes shelo 
lesheim Shamayim. One can be 

an initiator, a participant, a spectator, 
or a victim. Only the last is acceptable 
and rewarding. 

It takes an individual at peace with 
hin1self, a secure and authentic Tna' an1in, 
who knows Who is really directing life, 
to be able to suffer abuse with equa
nimity. Such a person is described by 
Chazal (Shabbos 88b) as the authentic 
oheiv Hashem: 

Hane' elavim ve' einam olvim, 
shomim cher'passam ve'einam 
mei'shivim, osin mei' ahava 
u'semeichin be'yisurin-Thosewho 
are ridiculed, but do not respond, 
who listen to their disgrace, but do 
not respond in kind, serve Hashem 
out of true love, and hence have the 
fortitude to withstand suffering. 
Aleihem hakasuv om er, ve' ohavav 
ketzeis hashemesh bigevuraso. They, 
and only they, are portrayed by 
the Navi (Shoftim 5,31) as those 
who truly love Hashem and who 
will shine like the powerfully ris
ing sun. 
As the Rosh Hayeshiva, RabbiAharon 

Leib Shteinman N''P"roput so succinctly: ·1 

Jn machlokes, the winner is the loser, and 
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the loser is the winner. ~· 1 
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and real nisyonos (challenges) in this 
area are n1uch closer to home. We must 
first build tolerance and the ability to 
give and share lvithin our fan1i1ics, shuls) 
yeshivos, and comn1unities. 'fhe strife 
and divisions among ourselves I fill in 
your own group: black hatter/hatless/ 
kipa seruga/ shtreimel! spoduk] are much 
more hurtful and distressing. 

So ME TEI.LINC QUESTIONS 

How many ti1nes a day do we 
think about whether there 
is so1nething we could do to 

increase our inco1ne and/or improve our 
lifestyle and status? How many times a 
week do we think about whether there is 
something we could do for our friends 
or neighbors? 

How many of us take a true interest 
in the business troubles of those who 
daven with us? Do you ask them how 
they are doing? If you do care enough 
to ask, do you wait and listen to their 
answer? When WJS the last time you 
tried to broker a ne'v deal or secure a 
new custon1er for them? 

f)o we arrange our sin1chos with 

others in mind, or do we have a 20-20 
tunnel vision, caring only about our 
in1age or our convenience? 

Do we helpfully advise the gabbai as 
to who deserves an aliya this week, or do 
we join the gossip sessions and co1nplain 
why "so and so" gets so many aliyos? 

The answers to these questions are a 
baron1eter of our ahavas Yisroel. Positive 
answers to the above questions reveal a 
success in the fulfillment of this cardinal 
mitzva .... Is there roo1n for improve
n1ent in our practice of the 1nitzva of 
Ve'ahavta lerei'acha katnocha? 

Another interesting measurement 
of ahavas Yisroel is the answers to 
the questions about the following, or 
similar, situations:2 (I) After davening, 
a group of mispallelim were discussing 
and reviewing the mistakes of the baal 
tefilla. (2) Some neighbors were discuss
ing the noise level of a specific family. 
(a) What would you say when joining 

this group? 
( b) What should you say according to the 

halachos of shemiras halashon? 
( c) What would you wish people would 

say if you were the subject whom 

2"-ThiST<lca·was p1:esefitC<lbY~i1;-~;·r n1YdJ.ugh: 
tcr's teachers in Bais Yaakov. 

they were taking about? 
Although it is expected that not all 

of us would be able to offer the same 
answers to (a) and (b) because we are 
not always conscious of our ob1igations, 
what is disappointing is that many sur
veys showed that we do not answer (b) 
and (c) with the same feelings and pas
sion. Jn other words, even when we are 
fonnulating our response according to 
our understanding of Torah, and we are 
trying to think and speak properly, we 
do not think about others as we would 
about ourselves. The Chafetz Chaim3 

\.vrites that the mitzva of ahavas Yisroel 
obligates us to react to lashon hara about 
others in the sarne manner as we would 
want others to react to lashon hara about 
ourselves. 

ENHANCING OUR AHAVAS 

YISROEL 

Do we need a clearer indication 
of our standing in the fulfill
ment of this basic mitzva? 

What can we do to improve our level 

'3-----·s~r;; ·c11 o/ CtZ""-·CiW;/;~--- 'PcST:i1;4 'AS;Ci'i'i~~ 
Mit1sa 2 

Advance your eoreer • Earn more money • Stand out from :the competition • Jmprove your feoching :skills 

M, '\ALl;{;f 
~~f11!7C/C..'i 

Attention: TEACHERS 
EARN YOUR 

MA in Education: Curriculum and Instruction 

Maalot Los Angeles and California State University 
Offer a new online computer course 

~ Open only to Orthodox Women Jnterna!ionolly 

~Flexible course load - S1udy at your own pace 

*Study any time convenien1 to you 

~ Course designed around Jewisf1 Calendar 

~ Flexible course selection 

• Finol Thesis and Prepora1ion course reflect your special interest 

~ A frac:lion of tho cost of other Moster programs 

Classes begin September '06. Register by August l 0th to get your early re~1ls1ration discount. 
Ask about Free Tuition for eligible Los Angeles teachers. Graduate studenls eligible for Federal Funds. 

Degree granted by Collfornia Slate University of Bakersfield. Accredited by NCATE, WASC www.csub.edu/regional/maalo1.html 
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THEVORT 
•· "Ttie ·vai-i 'ceie6ration· 15 ·tci "tie 
discontinued. The L'chaim (held at 
the time that the engagement is 
announced) should also not turn 
into a Vort. 
THE WEDDING 

; ·F·o·r· typica"i" tamiiies: ·0,;1;,· '466 
invited guests may be seated at the 
chassuna seuda. (The Guidelines 
make provision for exceptiona I 
circumstances - see full text.) 
• The kabbolas panim smorgas
bord should be limited to basic 
cakes, fruit platters, a modest buf
fet, and the caterer's standard 
chicken or meat hot dishes. 

• The menu for the seuda is 
limited to 3 courses followed by a 
regular dessert. 

• No Viennese table and no bar. 

THE MUSIC ............................. 
• A band may consist of a maximum 
of 5 musicians (one of the musicians 
may act as a vocalist) or four musi
cians and one additional vocalist. 

• A one-man band is recom
mended. 

FLOWERS 8r. CHUPA DECOR ............................. 
• The total cost of these items for 
the entire wedding should not 
exceed $1,800. 

"'-"""-"' .... FOR THE FULL vcn:>1u111 ur 1 nc :>11v1\..nA GUIDELINES 
WITH ITS RABBINICAL ENDORSEMENTS 
AND THE ACCOMPANYING KOL KOREH, 

please call 212-612-2300 

of ahavas Yisroel? 
As with all important endeavors 

and achievements, planning and 
thought coupled with actions are 
necessary for true growth. We must 
make a conscious effort to look for 
opportunities to actually carry out 
acts of ahavas Yisroel. We can learn 
this concept from Ghazal. In Avos, we 
are taught, "Receive everyone with a 
pleasant facial expression:' This simple 
exercise can be a catalyst for becoming 
a model oheiv Yisroel.' 

Others might gain by focusing on 
the other side of the coin, as Hillel 
said, "What you dislike, don't do to 
others." It is a quite simple exercise 
to review the many "thorns" that 
we come across during the day. For 
example, someone double parking 
near an intersection and making it 
difficult to safely cross the street; or 
a neighbor who waters his lawn and 
the sidewalk, forcing passersby (young 
and old) to choose between a water 
spray and oncoming traffic. As these 
incidents come to mind, do some 
introspection of how your actions 
compare to these. 

In summation, an honest and seri
ous analysis would help us realize that 
achdus will not be achieved just by the 
breaking down of artificial or real bar
riers between different communities 
who do or do not have diverse hashkafos 
hachayim (outlooks on life). The Chafetz 
Chaim writes in the name of Ghazal that 
if even one congregation would properly 
and fully observe the midda of shalom 
by first eradicating sinas chinam and 
lashon hara, we could merit the coming 
of Moshiach.' This certainly shows us 
the importance of achdus. 

Let us put our efforts into building an 
achdus that begins at home. Every act of 
chessed to a member of our community 
is a genuine step towards becoming that 
one congregation. May we speedily merit 
the Ge'ula Sheleima. !lil 

4Rabbi MordeChai TS"olinSky t-.:.:~ (Mas!li;iac/1 
in Yeshiva Torah Ore) relates an exercise in the 
nan1e of Rabbi Avigdor Miller 7"::n, in his sefer, 
Walking With Rabbi Miller (ArtScroll), page 
163. 

5 Sefer She1niras I.falashon II, ch. 7 
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! MARSHA SMAGLEY 
l 

This is the first time I have come 
to Eretz Yisroel. I came with my 
husband and two children. We 
went on a tour of the beautiful 
land. First, we traveled north to the 
Kineret and Tiberius and Ceasaria. 
On Erev Shabbos, just one week 
before Rosh Chodesh Av, and just 
a short time before the scheduled 
disengagement of Gush Katif, we 
came to Yerushalayim to the Kosel. 
It was here that I found the heart 
of Eretz Yisroel and of the world; 
it was here that I found a heart 
within the stones. 

THE GATE TO HEAVEN 

I have longed to come to the Kosel, 
to daven here and to touch the 
ancient stones, to connect with 

what remains of the Beis Hamikdash, 
Hashem's Home in this world. I have 
learned that the Kosel is the spiritual 
pipeline to Heaven, that all our prayers 
journey on the wings of angels to the 
MARSHA SMAGLEY RESIDES IN f-IIGHLANIJ PAHK, 

ILUNOIS, WITH llER HIJSBAND .>\ND 'JWO Cllll.DREN. 

S!IE fl AS DEVOTEn Tille IJ\ST SEVEN YEARS TO ST!!OY-

ING TORAH. BF.COMJN(; OBSERVANT, GlJIDING HER 

Kosel and then ascend to Heaven. This 
is the gate to Heaven, the Divine spot 
where I-leaven and Eretz Yisrael meet; 
the very essence of Creation. 

Nothing prepared me for what I 
would feel as I approached the Kosel 
this first time. With my eight.year· 
old daughter in hand, I finally made 
my way to the Wall and touched the 
ancient stones. I was completely swept 
avvay in the emotion, the enormity of 
which I have not before experienced. 
My daughter and I davened and said 
Tehillim with my hand continually 
on the stones. I was riveted to this 
Divine spot. I felt that I had entered 
an almost primeval place that was 
removed from time and space. I was 
swept back in time and all that mat
tered was my pure connection to my 
Creator. 

When Yaakov slept on the twelve 
stones that became one beneath his 
head, he realized that he was at Har 
Ha1nori'a, the same place where his 
father Yitzchak had been offered as a 

THERE ARE STONES WITH 
HUMAN HEARTS 

I felt the beat of life within these 
ancient stones, I felt the heart. I 
especially felt this within the cracks 

in the stones, which carried the pre· 
cious notes that so many have written 
to Hashem. These, of course) were 
not ordinary stones; they transcended 
nature. My daughter and I noticed that 
they were smooth, not rough as stones 
are, perhaps from the many hands that 
have touched them longing to come 
closer to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. These 
stones were imbued with the former 
glory of the Beis Hamikdash, the holi· 
est and 1nost precious place on earth) 
the very place where Hashem made 
His Palace. 

I later learned that I was not the 
first person to find a heart within these 
ancient stones. Yossi Ga1nzu wrote this 
song, only hours after the liberation of 
the Old City, in the narrow alleyway of 
the Kosel: 

sacrifice. Yaakov recognized that this The Kotel - moss and sadness 
was a G·dly place; it was the evven The Kotel - lead and blood. 
shesiya, the very foundation stone There are people with hearts of 
of Creation. I believe that when I stone, 
touched these ancient stones, I, too, There are stones with human 

FAMILY IN TOR/\11 J,JFE, AND RECENT!.Y, WRlflNG 

ARncLi.:s THAT coNvEY 11 n~ in:ArffFEi:r JotiuNEY was connecting with this G-dly place, hearts. 
I 1oToRA11. HER ARTICLE, ~coooan:: ro MY Ocrc>AER and was sensing in my own small way Taken from "Eternal Jerusalem-the 

L
MA<;K, !!Pl 1 o 10 MY ADAR MAsK. APPEAR~o 1N the enormity of what was the Bezs Poems, Songs, Sites and People," Z]'ev 

!Aiu H o6 Han11kdash. Aner and Roni Shir. 
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I A LESSON OF UNITY FROM 
THE STONES 

There is a lesson to be learned 
from these ancient stones. 'fhis 
is a lesson of unity, and that all 

Jews share one heart and one soul. All 
our souls were cut from the same stone. 
We must not have a heart of stone. 
These stones represent our history as 
a nation and our shared glory and our 
shared pain. These stones implore us 
to realize that we are all connected and 
that \Ve must have a listening heart, 
a heart which connects to each other 
and to G-d. 

Bretz Yisroel without 10rah is com
pared to a hody without a soul. When 
I davened alongside the many women 
at the Kosel, I felt that we all shared 
one heart, that we all shared one soul. 
I felt a sense of unity with these other 
women that I had never fully experi· 
enced before. 

As a baa/as teshuva, my speaking 
Hebrew is at a beginning level, but 
this did not matter at this holy place. 
Every woman made space for all who 
wished to approach the stones. I did 
not have to plead that I was soon 
leaving for America, to please let me 
in. The other women could see this in 
iny eyes. We each spoke one universal 
language, the language of the soul. We 
each shared a yearning to come closer 
to our Creator. 

that still stood erect and strong, form· 
ing the Kosel, like a stone fortress. 

All those who sought to destroy the 
Jewish People thought that by toppling 
the stones to the ground, they could 
destroy our eternity, that they could 
break Hashem's promise to Avraham 
that Kial Yisroel would always survive. 
They did not understand the eternity 
imbued within these stones. 

MOURNING THE Loss OF 
THE BEIS HAMIKDASH 

T his is the first time that I truly 
sensed v.rhat it 1neant to mourn 
the loss of the Beis Hamikdash 

on Tisha BeAv. As I would be returning 
home soon, I was already mourning the 
loss of having to leave this Divine spot. I 
did not want to leave G-d's Home; I did 
not want to leave G-d's Presence. I could 
see that my challenge was to somehow 
bring this connection with me, to bring 
the lesson of the stones into 1ny ho1ne 
and into my life. 

I could see from the outcry of 
each person's tefilla why this has been 
called by some the "Wailing Wall." 

is cut down, it actually rejuvenates and 
co1nes back stronger. Each time nations 
have sought to destroy the Jews, to cut 
us down, we have come back stronger 
in our connection to Hakadosh Baruch 
Hu, our eternal source of life. 

The Kosel served as a supporting or 
retaining wall for the Beis Hamikdash. 
I wondered if this wall still remained 
in order to "retain" our hope, to "sup
port" Kial Yisroel through its bitter 
exile, which has lasted over 1900 
years. Maybe it serves as a 1narker 
to indicate where our tefillos must 
travel to in order to enter the Gate 
to Heaven. 

The colors of the stones were the 
colors of fire, with hues of orange, red, 
grey and white, which only appeared 
more vibrant against the night sky. 
Yerushalayim is compared to fire, the 
fire of the altar in the Beis Hamikdash, 
the fire of each of our souls ascending 
to Heaven, yearning to come closer to 
our Creator. Each stone also appeared 
unique, as each of our souls hold our 
unique purpose to serve G·d and to 
fulfill Creation. 

These stones must hold the tears that REMOVING THE LAYERS 
so many have wept to bring back the FROM OUR HEART 
Beis Hamikdash, to finally restore · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
Hashem's Home in this world. As the "Hashem, your G-d, will cir· 
date for disengagen1ent was draw- cumcise your heart and 
ing near, I especially felt this wail of the heart of your offspring, 
tears and outcry to restore Hashem's to love Hashem, your G-d, with al1 
Palace, to bring back His Presence to your heart and with all your soul. .. " 

STONES ... AND THE its full glory. (Devarim 30,6). At the end of days, 
ETERNITY OF THE JEWISH Hashem will "circumcise our hearts" 
PEOPLE - meaning that He will remove spiritual 
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · THE GROWTH OF LIFE barriers that prevent goodness from 

I 
wondered why Hashem chose to WITHIN THE STONES dominating each Jew's heart (Ramban). 
build His Home out of stones. The · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · We will only desire to do what is true 
Hebrew word for stone is evvcn, Not only did I find a heart within and good in the eyes of G·d. 

spelled Aleph!Veis/Nun. This means these stones, but I also saw There are hearts and there are 
father/son; Aleph!Veis is father and Beis/ visible signs of life and return. hearts - there are human hearts and 
Nun is son. Thus the stone represents the 1'he caper bush thrives within the stones hearts of stone. We can choose to peel 
continuity and strength of Kial Yisroel, of the Kosel. Even during the heat of away the layers of stone from our 
a strength which transcends time and the summer months without rain, this hearts, so that we can truly feel the 
human understanding. bush was green and flourishing. In the plight of each Jew. We can choose to 

I was struck by the contrast between Talmud, the Jews are compared to the see through the Eyes of G-d, and see 
the stones that still remained on the caper bush. Like this bush, the Jews that there are stones, which are actu· 
ground as evidence of the destruction have showed the tenacity to survive ally human hearts, and that we are all 

~heBeis Hanukdash,and theston~beyon.dall odds. When the.caper bush-~utfrom the sa~e~to~: ___ _j 



Rav Shtcinman at the Torah Umcsorah Convention 

''Nothing Is Hard II You Will It'' 
The Recent Inspiring Journevs ot Rav Aaron Leib Shteinman, N"v')?'I?' 

I. NEW HEIGHTS WITH 
THE ROSH HAYESHIVA 
Divine assistance, siyata diShmaya, 

can begin only after a person has done 
his maximum effort, all his hishtadlus 
(the Gaon ofVilna, Commentaries on 
Mishlei, 20, 24). 

A MATTER OF MOTIVATION 

I n an effort to acco1n1nodate an 
additional city on his recent whirl
wind trip to America (16 Iyar/May 

14 - 28 lyar/May 26), Rabbi Aaron Leib 
Shteinman N"V"?v insisted on a grueling 
eleven-hour overnight flight. The orga
nizing va'ad (committee), charged with, 
above all,_safeguarding the rash yeshiva's 

health, was highly dubious, opining that 
the flight was simply too hard. 

"Hard?" he replied in his character
istic soft voice. "It's only hard if you 
don't want to do it. Nothing is hard if 
you will it:'' 

This re1nark) often repeated, personi
fies the character and guiding principles 
of Maran Harav Shteinman and helps 
shed light on some intriguing ques
tions. 

Conventional wisdom dictates that 
there are exceptional 1noments in the life 
of an individual or tzibbur that simply 
cannot be replicated. Attempts to do 
so, no matter how well-intentioned) 
invariably fail. 

ney, partially in conjunction with 
the Gerrer Rebbe N~l-'~7v,2 surpassed 
even the notable results of the last 
visit. Tens of thousands of people of 
all ages, backgrounds, and ways of 
life struggled to the point of mesirus 
nefesh for the opportunity to see, 
or simply to be within the mechitza 
(immediate confines) of greatness. 
Far-flung outposts, from Los Angeles 
to Montreal, from Mexico to Brazil, 
declared festive days of Yom Tov by 
suspending all ordinary activities in 
order to render honor and glory to 
the Torah. What accounts for this 
highly unusual phenomenon, unique 
in recent times? What explains this 
remarkable outpouring of emotion? The recent journey of Rabbi 

Shtein1nan N"V.,l;;ov, his second in 
two years, would see1n to belie this 2-My iriteri.tTn-this ~rticlCi.StG.~ffe·~ so;~e b;ck~ 

f h I k, d I ground into the inotivation for the journey and truism. I anyt ing, t 1e vo iaTo- insights into the potential i1npact and nunifica-
SttLOMo GoTTESMAN 1~T1-1E EniTo~ oF Yt:s1HJHliN, rah and resultant kiddush Hashen1 tions for the venues visited. The North An1erican 1 
nn: To11A1-t JocRNAL, AND Co-CHAIRMAN oF THE created by Rabbi Shteinman 's jour- portion, because of the historic participation of i', 

CoMM1~s10N ON T<H<:All PROJF.crs or' AGuoAni the Gerrer Rcbbe, was n1eticulously docu1nented 
[SRAEL !-IE IS PRES!DENTOFCONTIN! r(_IM ASSOCIATES, i'-,(S reC~)rdedl.;yth"e aUth(~~-on·11ryar,S766. in the Chareidi press. l concentrate, therefore, 
,,N rNVr·:su.rnNT nitM rN NEW YORK. His ARTtc1,r;, The schedule for 24 lyar indicates that the Rosh on the South An1erican trip, which because of I' 

"lkAVFJ .s Wtni A GA.Dor.: REFLECTIONS ON K1:TOD Yeshiva indeed prevailed, and the flight took place the vast distances involved ;ind other logistical 

L'"''~'PP1 '~~f~A~A~~ - - ~ftet' nonsto1~av Wt~rnne Appearance~ - - complcXtties~,~o~s~temrvely covm~ 
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The keys to these puzzles are two
fold: first, the unconventional motiva-
tion for the journey, and second, the 
unique_ character of the awe-inspiring 
tzaddik who led it 

Contrary to popular belief, the sole 
motivation for the trip was lishma- to 
strengthen Torah and yiras Shamayim 
in the Diaspora, The inspiring presence 
of the leader of the largest Chassidus 
in Eretz Yisroel added another crucial 
aspect - achdus.3 There were no other 
motivations, period. As he did on his 
trip two years ago, the" Rosh Yeshiva 
valiantly resisted urgent entreaties to use 
his revered status to help raise funds for 
desperately strapped Torah institutions. 
Any reports to the contrary are simply 
not true.4 

Many people, even bnei Torah, simply 

3 ·.l:;--h-e-iilte-;a-CtT~n bct\;.;een-th~-t~vo senio-~-geaOki 

Yisrocl, fron1 two totally diverse backgrounds, 
and the obvious 1nutual respect they exhibited, 
was truly ren1arkable. Rabbi Shteinman made 
clear his utn1ost desire to acco1n1nodate every 
scheduling need of the Rebbe. The Rebbe, on 
nu1nerous occasions, e1nphasized his paran1ount 
concern for the health and well-being of the 
venerable sage. As is \veil-known, the Rebbe, in 
the most hallowed tradition of Admorei Kotzk 
and Gur, is a man of few \vords. Everything he 
says, \vithout exception, is related to divrci Torah 
and Chassidus. His extended conversations with 
Rabbi Shtein1nan, in lintud and hashkafa, were, 
therefore, fascinating to observe and hear. They 
had echoes of the historical dialogue between 
the Rebbe's grandfather, the Imrei Emcs 7""'.!lT, and 
Rabbi Chaim Soloveichik '::>"::fl, \Vho nlet several 
tin1es at the beginning of the last century. (These 
talks were recorded for posterity in various pub
lications, including H111no'adim Behalacha.) The 
traveling parties kept a respectful distance until 
invited to overhear the conversations, nlany of 
which were audio recorded and reprinted \Vith 
reinarkable accuracy in the Israeli Chareidi press. 
See MusafShabbat Kodesh, Yatcd Ne'entan, Parshas 
Shelach, 5766. 

4 Banner headlines in the Chareidi press declared 
that a special session of the Moetzes Gedolei 
Hatorah!Va'ad Roshei Yeshiva was convened at 
the Torah Umesorah Convention so that Rabbi 
Shtein1nan could request funds for yeshivos in 
Bretz Yisroel. This is inaccurate. The meeting had 
been scheduled to allow the senior Atnerican 
roshei yeshiva an opportunity to discuss ,.,.jth Rav 
Shteinman problems pertaining to the American 
Torah world. A few minutes before the nleeting, 
a phone call was received from Harav Elyashiv's 
office requesting that the Rosh Yeshiva, in his 
rein arks, re111ind his American counterparts of the 
particular rnetzuka (distress) facing the yeshivos 

have a difficult time believing this. In 
a sense, it's hard to blame them, for in 
truth, the only historical precedents for 
gedolei Yisroel traveling to America did 
in fact involve fundraising for hachzakas 
haTorah, The pre-War visits of many 
geonim, among others Rabbi Baruch 
Ber Leibowitz, the Lomzer Rav, Rabbi 
Meir Shapiro, and Rabbi Elchonon 
Wasserman, zeicher tzadikkim livracha, 
were impactful, and sparked numerous 
memorable anecdotes.' While these 
luminaries used the occasion of their 
travels to offer chizuk and mussar, it is 
undeniable that the main point of their 
efforts was to support the yeshivas in 
Europe, teetering perennially on the 
abyss of financial collapse. Ever since, 
fundraising has been the bane of the 
existence of many gedolei Torah. Thus, 
any current assertion of a less pragmatic 
1notivation has to overcome the high 
hurdle of conventional wisdom.6 

"To TEACH THEM 

DERECH ERETZ" 

But Rabbi Shteinman is simply 
not conventional. As with gedo
lei hadoros through the ages, he 

is a highly original thinker, perfectly 
willing to be an iconoclast when neces
sary.' His recent arduous journeys are 

a prime example of this, On one flight, 
he showed me a printed card. It was a 
copy of the Midrash8 that takes mem
bers of the Sanhedrin to task for pot 
exerting themselves enough to prevent 
the tragedy of Pilegesh Begiva (in which 
70,000 Jews were killed in a battle pro
testing the violation of a maid-servant 
by inhabitants of Givat Binyamin). 
The members of the Sanhedrin were 
required, say Chazal, to travel from city 
to city, from Yerushalayim to Chevron 
to Beis Eil, to teach Kial Yisroel derech 
eretz (proper conduct). They did not, 
saying instead: "Shalom allai nafshi, 
Peace is unto me." The resultant tragedy 
decimated Kial Yisroel for generations. 
"I;' says the Rosh Yeshiva, "cannot shirk 
my responsibilities."9 

The present day equivalent of 
"Yerushalayim to Chevron to Beis Eil" 
may include Los Angeles to Mexico to 
Argentina, but the message is unchanged: 
the only way of life of any significance 
whatsoever is that of Torah and yiras 
Shamayim. Everything else is mean
ingless. This is the simple message he 
repeated countless tin1es in many diverse 
kehillos, with the energy and vitality of 
a person a third his age.10 

ing his talrnidirn never to respond in any way, 
and even bla1ning himself for not 1naking his 
position clear enough. This savlanus (extreme 
patience) with people who disagree with him was 
in full display on the recent trip. At one point, a 

5 Rabb[ Meif--Shapiro, in paftiCl~i-;r, displayetfhiS small band of young de1nonstrators attetnpted 
fa1nous wit and erudition, as illustrated in many to interrupt a shiur. The police arrived on the 
well-known vignettes. See Aaron Sorasky, Harav scene and inquired v-.'hether they should rc1nove 
J\tfeir Slii1piro, and Rav Meir Shapiro in Atncrica, them. "Luz zay (Let then1 be)," he said with a 
Rabbi Asher Katzman, l)os Yiddishe \/ort. sn1ile. "Iv1aybe they can1e to hear the shiud" In 
6 It goes without saying that these observations Sao Paolo, he 1nade a detennined effort to visit a 
are not in any way intended to downplay the beis rnidrash not associated with his tzibbur- see 
rnesirus nefesh and zechus of those gedolei Yisroel the schedule for 27 lyar. 
who sacrifice their O\Vn learning and teaching 8 Tanna Devei Eliyahu Rabba, 11-13 
in order to support Torah. One distinguished 9 See "Reflections on Kavod Sharnayitn," JO, 
tal1nid chacluun was overheard sighing to Rabbi Shevat 5765 on p.7. This powerful !\.1idrash is of 
Shteinman about the terrible burden of fundrais- such parmnount in1portance to Rabbi Shtein1nan 
ing. He visibly brightened when the rash yeshiva that he carries a copy of it wherever he goes. 
told him that gedolci hadoros had promised the As a further insight into his n1otivation, Rabbi 
zechus of both Yissachar and Zevulun to those Shteinman vvas recently quoted in the Chareidi 
who selflessly sacrifice their learning in order to press to the effect that as he is too old to learn I 
raise money to support limud haTorah. and teach properly, so he nlust do what he can 

7 His convictions, predicated on his overwheln1- t
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awms I ing concern for the \Yell-being of the klal and I still alive?" Mishpacha magazine, 3 Tammuz 
individuals, have earned him "opposition" in 5766, p.7 
certain quarters in Eretz Yisroel. A s1nall nu1nber 
of these opponents have sometimes resorted to Rabbi Shteinn1an well explained the secret of I 
actions inappropriate for bnei Torah. In each his ,1pp,1rently lim1tless endurance "A person 

1 

bizyonos (opprobrium) with great love, instruct- Aaron I etb, no matter how n1any miles he logs, 
~tz Y<swd This he-d1_d __ _ 

and every case, Rabbi Shtein111an has accepted tires when he travels horn pl.tee to place R:Jbbt 

----- -- -----
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')\ CHACHAM COMES 

TO THE CITY" ................................ 

C hazal tell us that words that 
emanate from the heart enter the 
heart. And enter they did! As on 

the prior trip, the incredible outpouring 
of raw e1notion and reverential k'vod 
ha Torah was a sight to behold and cher
ish. Those who had had the privilege 
of participating in previous journeys 
thought they were prepared for the 
North American experience. There was 
no way, however, to foresee what would 
take place in South America. In the last 
two decades, a large and vibrant Torah 
infrastructure has been built south of 
the Rio Grande. A rich array of mos
dos now includes numerous chadarin1, 
Bais Yaakov high schools, yeshivas, and 
postgraduate kollelim. In addition, there 
are many chessed organizations! 1 and a 
highly sophisticated kiruv network. All 
this has been erected far from North 
American eyes and somewhat below the 
proverbial Torah radar screen. But these 
Latin bnei Torah are hardly unassuming 
at home. The majority are descendants 
of Eidot Hamizrach, and as such, are 
i1nbued with the traditional chanzimut 
(warmth) and reverence of Bnei Sefard 
for chachamim. Combine this zeal with 
the fact that they are sophisticated 
and acco1nplished talmidei chacha1nirn, 
and a truly incendiary combination is 
produced. 

Indeed, a veritable explosion of k'vod 
haTorah ensued. In Mexico, hundreds 
of people, children in tow, so1nehow 
managed to evade airport security and 
surrounded Rabbi Shteinman's plane 
on the tarmac. In Argentina, such a 
large uninvited crowd jammed Eziza 
Airport that it took over an hour just 
to exit. Bystanders, including a high
ranking Foreign Ministry official sent 
to officially welcome Rabbi Shteinman, 
looked on in awe.12 
11e~e-~ ica~es~-the fo-ur·~os-O{halaCha:- so -~hY 
should he tire?" 

11 In Mexico City, there is such a diverse vari
ety of chcssed and kollel organizations that the 
gabba'iin charged with raising and disbursing 
funds requested and received a special chizuk 
session, 

12 A business traveler inquired which inter-

THE JEWISl-I 0BSERVEH 

Four thousand Mexican Jews jammed 
an equestrian stadium, stamping their 
feet and clapping their hands in the 
manner of Latin Americans. A thou
sand people, barred by space limita
tions, watched a video screen on the 
street. While many were bnei Torah who 
knew of the zakein (sage) from Bnei 
Brak, thousands others were ordinary 
people who came just to see the great 
chacham. 

The Mexican rabbanin1 set the tone: 
"Why has Rabbi Shteinman come to 
Mexico? It's simple;' explained Harav 
Menachem Yuni. "We are all Rav Aharon 
Leib's children. 'She' al avicha veyage
idcha (Ask your father, and he will tell 
you).' Our father has come to see us!" 

Rabbi Dovid Schweki, overcome with 
emotion on behalf of the assembled, 
struggled to complete his drasha. At its 
climax, he simply extended his arn1s in 
welcome to the honored guest as the 
crowd watched in hushed awe. 

In Buenos Aires, a tefillas Mincha 
had been scheduled in Kahal Shuva 
Yisrael shortly after the Rosh Yeshiva's 
arrival. As it followed an overnight 
flight, no drasha had been scheduled. 
It was just a "regular" Mincha. To our 
surprise, hundreds of people jammed 
the street in front of the shul, which had 
been closed by the police, and we were 
quickly caught in a massive gridlock.u 
The rosh yeshiva, oblivious as usual to 
the tumult, sat patiently. After twenty 
minutes, he looked up and smiled. "So 
many people came? Nu, efsher darf ich 
takeh redden (Maybe I do have to say a 
few words)." He then spoke for twenty 
stirring minutes, emphasizing the pri-

l1a t io 11a-c en tcfta-i'i1ffien 1··sta"f'had--~1~·~ivctf\l\'h c11 
informed that the subject of attention was the 
unassuming elderly man, he simply refused to 
believe it! The gentile pilot of the plane carrying 
the party to Mexico was so i1npressed by the piety 
of his distinguished passenger that he requested 
a benediction for his ill wife. Rabbi Shteinn1an 
quietly said a few words to hi1n, which n1oved 
the man to tears. 

13 "\Vhat do we do with these wonderful 
zealots?" said one of the rosh yeshiva's party. "It's 
ahnost shkia (sunset)." He clin1bed onto the roof 
of the in1mobilized vehicle and shouted, "If you 
let us in to daven, I will ask the rosh yeshiva for 
a special beracha for you." The crowd parted 
instantly. 
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macy of Torah, beseeching the crowd to 
strive for heights in yiras Shamayim. 

"So MANY MECHANCHIM?" 

A fter Mincha, the entire crowd 
simply picked itself up and 
walked to the next scheduled 

event, a question-and-answer program 
for mechanchim. Five hundred people 
jammed a room designed to hold two 
hundred. The organizers pleaded with 
the outside crowd to leave, so the educa
tors could enter and raise their queries. 
No one budged. Under no circu1nstances 
was anyone going to give up an opportu
nity to hear Harav Shteinman. The rash 
yeshiva looked up and smiled, "Azoy fil 
mechanchim? (Are there so many teach
ers in Buenos Aires?)" Realizing that the 
crowd included many people of diverse 
backgrounds, the rash yeshiva declined 
to ans\ver professional questions and 
delivered a message of chizuk for those 
who dedicate their lives to spreading 
Torah. After he concluded, everyone 
yet again got into their cars and drove 
to Rio Plate Stadium, where they joined 
six thousand other people in a n1assive 
public kennes (gathering). This inspir
ing phenomenon of people appearing 
at multiple venues occurred over and 
over again in Mexico and Argentina. 
One Mexican avreich (young married 

~olar), whom I grew to recognize, 

---~~ U M M E R ---~=O 0 -~------------------ -----------------=-==-i 

told me matter-of-factly that he had 
heard every one of the nine drashos! "Of 
course," he explained. "Is this going to 
happen again anytime soon?" 

"CONSIDER YOURSELF 

FORTUNATE!" 

I ndeed, if the emotional high point 
in Mexico City was the mass gath
ering in the Banamex Stadium, the 

intellectual and hashkafa apex was the 
final speech. The avreichim of Mexico 
City had requested a separate session, 
and typically, despite the exhausting 
schedule and lateness of the hour, their 
request was granted. The rash yeshiva 
gathered his strength in order to address 
his beloved "children." He spoke emo
tionally and forcefully about the excru
ciating challenges faced by bnei Torah 
immersed in full-time study. "Know 
this;' he said. "A person naturally strives 
to avoid nisyonot, challenges. You, how
ever, should consider yourself fortunate 
to have these difficulties! The harder you 
work here, the more you will get paid 
in the World to Come. That's where it 
n1eans son1ething. Remember this and 
don't give in to the difficulties!" 

My Mexican friend remarked to me, 
"These kind of plain-spoken words are 
difficult to hear, but when we realize 
who is saying then1, we indeed feel 
fortunate to be bnei Torah!" 

IN THE MERIT OF RIGHTEOUS 

WOMEN 

Exiting Kahal Sukkat David in 
Buenos Aires, someone pointed 
out a remarkable sight to Rabbi 

Shteinman. Hundreds of won1en had 
gathered on the sidewalk, many holding 
babies wrapped in snowsuits against 
the early-winter Argentinian chill. They 
knew full well that because of the mas-
sive crush, they were not going to get 
anywhere near the Rav. Nevertheless, 
they came, some standing for hours, 
many in tears, simply so they and their 
children could be on the same street 
as the tzaddik! "Look!" they said to 
their children, "just look at the great 
tzaddik!" 

"Nu," said the rash yeshiva, "Chazal 
tell us ge'ulas Mitzrayim occurred in the 
merit of nashim tzidkaniyos, righteous 
women. I have no doubt that they will 
be a major impetus for the next and 
final ge'ula." 

THE ANGEL OF LIFE 

"My friends;' thundered Rabbi 
Shmuel Aryeh Levine, Rosh 
Yeshivas Chafetz Chaim, 

Buenos Aires, "cherish this mon1ent! 
Remember this k'vod haTorah and 
honor for Argentina for the rest of 
your lives!"t4 
14 ---R:lbbf-Lev1ne:--Ti1--pr1 Vate-~con~,ersa ti 01~: 
explained the significance of what we experienced 
in Argentina. "Look at the foresight, aln1ost in 
the category of prophecy, of gedolei Yisroef. I atn 
a native Argentine who was lucky enough to be 
one of a handful of bachurinz \vho left to learn in 
Fretz Yisroel. I was accepted to Yeshivas Ponovezh, 
and was privileged to becon1e a talmid of !vlaran 
Rav Shnch '::>":::lT. After 1nany years in Yeshiva, I 
came to the rosh yeshiva and asked him for advice 
on my next stage of life. "Return to Argentina," 
he said. "\Vhat?" l protested. At the ti1ne, there 
was practically no Yiddishkeit in Argentina and 
no serious Torah study. Zero. There \vas a total 
of one and a half kosher cstablishn1ents (the 
"half' sold both kosher and trcif). Intermarriage 
was threatening the very existence of the Je'.vish 
con1munity. 'Just do what I say,' said Rav Shach. 
'You will be successful.' Thirty years later, there 
are thousands of Torah-true Jews, hundreds of 
bnei Torah and avreichirn, and scores of world-
dass talmidei chacha1niln and Torah mosdos in 
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I watched in amaze1nent as the huge 
cro,vd sat in absolute silence through 
Rabbi Shtcinman's forty n1inute drasha, 
though it was obvious that many could 
not understand Hebrew. They then sat 
mesmerized through an equally long, 
yet riveting translation by Rabbi Efraim 
Dines.The Maariv that followed, the 
heartfelt cries of Shema Yisroel, literally 
shook the stadium. 

'-"' ~::~~~~;:.-~---=---- =---=1 
Vida,' he said, 'the Angel of Life."' person can make a mistake and assume 

In both Mexico and Argentina, the 
main progran1 concluded with an 
emotional mass Kaba/las Ol Malchus 
Shamayim (accepting the yoke of 
Divine rule, with recitation of« She1na 
YisroeI" and other p'sukim) that left 
many people in tears. As we fought our 
way out of Rio Plate Stadium," Hashem 
Hu haElokiln" still ringing in our ears, 
an elderly Jew with a youngster in tow 
tugged at my sleeve and started con
versing in Spanish. All I could under
stand was "porfavor" and "gracias." One 
of the Argentine mbbanim translated 
for me: "He says he survived Eichmann, 
the Angel of Death, in Europe, and he 
outlasted his successors in Argentina.i5 
Now, he) with his grandson, was able 
to say Shema with the great Rabino 
from Israel. 'He looks like the Angel de 

InTUSl"onC.seCtion ·of l~~-COOs AireS:HOw did RCIV 
Shach know? He knew with that unique siyata 
diShnl(lya granted to gedolci Yisroel." 
15 The rav explained to n1e that the reference 
was to the bombing of the Jewish Community 
Center and other anti-Semitic acts perpetrated 
against the Jews of Argentina. 

THE UBIQUITOUS HAND OF 

HASHEM 

I ndeed, it is clear that, in addition 
to absolute purity of motivation, 
the impetus for those extraordinary 

reactions was and is the unique character 
of Rabbi Shteinman. His every thought 
and action bespeak humility, prishus 
and a complete devotion to the klal. 
Everything he says and does, without 
exception, is viewed solely through the 
prism of halacha and hashkafa. While 
these characterizations are wel1 known) a 
few vignettes observed at close quarters 
will help illustrate his stature. 

Rabbi Shteinman views every event, 
no matter how mundane, as a mani
festation of Yad Hashem. As a result of 
a last-minute scheduling change, the 
entire party was forced to deplane, on 
short notice, late at night in Albany, New 
York. There had been no time to make 
any special V.I.P. arrangements, and so 
the entire party, the rash yeshiva includ
ed, was subjected to a long and rigorous 
i1nmigration interrogation and customs 
search. Through it all, the aged sage 
stood calmly and serenely, not betraying 
a flicker of emotion. I approached him 
to apologize for the extended searches, 
the bedikos. He smiled and said, "What's 
wrong? This is exactly what I need. A 

he is an Acham (the Hebrew acronym 
for VIP) and exempt from scrutiny. 
These bedikos serve to remind us that a 
person is constantly undergoing investi
gation. All one's actions in this world are 
constantly being scrutinized, without 
compromise. If these people intimidate 
us, imagiue what it will be like in Reis 
Din she! Maala!"'" 

* * * 
The complicated schedule naturally 

necessitated many take-offs and land
ings. One such departure prompted an 
impromptu mussar drasha. The rash 
yeshiva observed that the desired tra
jectory of a rising airplane is similar to 
that of a person in the constant battle 
for aliya in ruchniyus. Just as a plane 
must rise gradually, and sudden sharp 
changes are dangerous, so too, a person, 
in attempting to raise himself, must 

J6This episOdCProvided us-With a rare mofilCilt 
of relief. The Iinmigration Officer question
ing Rabbi Shteinn1an, following strict protocol, 
inquired regarding his occupation. The obvious 
answer, "Rabbi," had previously elicited a long 
list of follow-up questions, which I, translating, 
desperately wished to avoid. So I replied, "Gadol 
Hador." The officer dutifully searched his com
puter in vain for this job description. "I'll have 
to type that in manually. Can you spell it?" I did, 
slowly and carefully. "Tell the rabbi, the next tin1e 
he returns, he should use that as his job descrip
tion. J-fe has to 1natch what's in the co1nputer." 
I nodded gravely, secure in the knowledge that 
Rabbi Shtein1nan's status had been validated for 
posterity in the annals of the Department of 
Ho1neland Security. 

Not just a cheese, 
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A reputation earned through 25 years of scrupulous devotion to 
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All HJulam cheese produc1.1 MC made in the U.S.A. under thr 
strict rahbini.:~I supcrl'isi(>ll of Cholov Yisroel 
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i 
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, do so in a measured way. Too sharp a positioned themselves to look out the I 

I 
change is counterproductive. proper window. Rabbi Shteinman, bur-

ied deeply in his Gemara, was oblivi-

1 
I ous. When apprised of the upcoming 

[

' MAPALEI NIAGARA opportunity,henoddedslightly,thought I 
· · · · · · · · · · • · · · · · · · · · · · · · · • · · · · · · for a second, and went back to learn- I 

, As we departed Toronto, the pilot ing. I subsequently queried him on his • 

I 
announced that Niagara Falls thought process. He explained: If the I • G 11 · h would be visible momentarily. Falls are in fact in the category of niflaos 

•1 ·. et Q ce >p 0 n e Viewing one of the breathtaking niflaos Haborei, viewing them might require a 

f h I 
Haborei, wonders of G-d's creations, beracha. Why enter a situation of safeik 

'1 rom t e\p· e. OP. e from the air was certainly an intrigu- (questionable) beracha? If, in fact, the 
ing prospect. As such, the entire party phenomenon did not rise to this level, 

I yo~ can trust! 
I 

. 

• 

• 
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then it would track exactly the situa
tion Chazal outline and condemn in 
Avos: "One who disturbs his learning to 
exclai1n: 'How beautiful is this tree ... :" 
And so, better not to look." 

CHECKS AND BALANCES 

Rabbi Shteinman was engaged 
in constant cheshbon hanefesh 
(introspection). In his mind, 

the positive that emanates from his 
trips must constantly be weighed and 
calculated against the potential nega
tives. On the plus side is the potential 
for tremendous kiddush Hashem and 
fulfillment of Chazal'swishes, as delin
eated above.rn 1'he negatives, on the 
klal level, include the fact that Rabbi 
Shteinman would necessarily be absent 
from Bretz Yisroel for an extended 
period of time, and thus be unable to 
carry out his usual decision-making 
burden. On the personal side, the trip 
would cause a large amount of bittul 
Torah and teaching. Most remarkably, 
Rabbi Shteinman is constantly con
cerned about the inimical effects to 
his personality due to all the k'vod be 
is necessarily exposed to. On Erev Rosh 
Chodesh Sivan, high above the South 
Atlantic, the rash yeshiva asked me, as 
he did others, "Tell me, do you think 
this was all worth it? Do you think it 
had the desired effect?" 

I explained, not for the first time, 
that I had been in close contact with 
the organizers in every locale, and each 
one had reported that the historic visits 
had left indelible impressions that were 
incalculable in their ruchniyus impact. 
I explained that the k'vod haTorah was 
vivid and memorable, and presumably, 
the zechuyoscreated were highly impor
tant. "That's exactly the problem;' he 
said with a sigh. "The bittul Torah, the 
absence from home, and the resultant 
inability to help people there, that's 
quantifiable. But as for the positive side, 

}7-·-Av0;--3;·9.It sh~~u!dbecmphasiZed "ihat.the 
falls were visible for less than a 1ninute. For the 
rash yeshiva, a minute n1isspent is equivalent to 

~ .,_ ;:.~"" ~"~"_"_~.-- =-:: • --- =~ -~ 

Kedushas Eretz Yisroel 

At the main gathering in Buenos Aires, a gripping episode of relatively 
recent vintage was retold. lt captures in sharp relief the degree to which 
Rabbi Shteinman is willing to accept responsibility and the enormous conse
quences of his decision making. Several years ago, the economy of Argentina 
collapsed. The entire social structure of the nation was severely damaged, 
a government unfriendly to the Jewish community took office, and there 
were questions whether the kehilla would be able to recover. A delegation of 
prominent community leaders visited Rabbi Shteinman to ask whether or 
not they should lead the Argentinian Chareidi community to resettle in Bretz 
Yisroel. On the surface, this looked like a relatively easy question to answer. 
How could anyone oppose the resettlement of Jews in Eretz Yisroel? ''.Absolutely 
not;' said the rosh yeshiva. Yishuv Bretz Yisroel is a great mitzva, but it must 
be done for the right spiritual motivations. One comes to EretzYisroel for its 
kedusha. Economic well-being, in itself, is not a proper motivation. Whoever 
has emuna in Hashem should stay:' 

The Argentinian situation has since stabilized and with it, the fortunes 
of the Jewish community. "Look at the foresight nf chacharnirn," said Rabbi 
Dines, "and look how much we owe to the rash yeshiva, as we take pride in 
our flourishing Torah communities:' 

how does anyone know what is credited 
in Shamayi1n? Nu, as the Gaon says, we 
can only do our utmost in hishtadlus 
(effort)." 

Rabbi Shteinman held up his copy 
of the extended Yam Kippur Kattan 
liturgy and continued on a poignant 
personal note." I have to have special 

began, "Tefilla le' ani ki ya'atof velifnei 
Hashem yishpoch sicho .. . :'211 

II. PERSPECTIVES 
AND PRINCIPLES 

kavana today. I cannot begin to enu- The extended plane trips afford-
merate the multitude of people who ed a rare opportunity to gain 
desperately need help. So many cholirn, insights into the thought pro-
so many people with desperate needs. cess and decision making of a gadol 
For myself, however, I need a special hador. As mentioned, for all his 
kappara (forgiveness) for all the kavod pristine humility, Rabbi Shteinman 
hamedumeh (imaginary honor). I know is supremely self-confident, resolute 
full well the great outpouring of emo- and unwavering when it comes to the 
tion was to honor the 10rah, not me. critical judgments recent generations 
But a 1ne11tsch is just a mentsch. How do refer to as daas 'Torah. He insists on 
I know this won't affect me negatively? explicating what he believes is the 
Maybe my soul will start believing they proper course of conduct, even when ] 
are singing for me! 19 I need a kappara. it's not "politically correct." As with 1'. 

We need to daven very well." Softly, he gedolei Yisroel through the ages, he 
-i9"Evefltht;08tu;e oltheSi-~gi-flg\~as··flav(;n.d sets the bar high as he leads his flock, 
with a halachic overlay. The trip unquestionably expecting them to follow. He is fully 
set a new world record for rendition.s of"Yan1ii11 aware that the standards he sets, the 
ol yen1ci n1elech tosif" At son1e locations, the 
crowd, for variety, switched to "Se'u she'arini goals he beseeches people to strive 
rasheichen1." "Te11 them to stop iin1nediately," for, are lofty ones. He knows full 
said Rabbi Shteinn1an. "I can't stop them from well that his words will not neces-
singing the first song. After all, I assu1nc Dat,id sarily have immediate discernible 

chacha1nim are their present-day successors. But effect, and that many listeners will 
l-fa111elech wrote it in honor of kings, and tafn1idei !' 

an eternity. Melech Hakavod [in the second song] dearly refers 20-·m;·flfi1;;-i02,i~thebCginri-ing ·oTtheYO-;;; j' 

18 Tanna lJevei Eliyahu Rabba, ibid. to J-fakadosh Baruch Hu, and under no circu1n- K1ppt1r Kattan tefilla 

L ______ _ -----~ances should l~~,:~h=nc a==~------- ------__ _J 
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regard his rules as unsuitable for all 
venues or sectors. No matter. His job 
in teaching Kial Yisroel derech eretz,21 
his hishtadlus, is to explain where we 
should be, what we have to strive for. 
The execution and results, as the Gra 
says, are subject to siyata diShmaya, 
and may indeed not be visible for a 
long time, if at all. The unvarnished 
Torah truth is all that matters; public 
relations issues are entirely irrel
evant. A few examples we observed 
and learned from will illustrate this 
important point.z2 

22 The following section is based on Rabbi 
Shteinman's public speeches, supplen1cnted by 
private conversations. I recorded these talks par
tially in written note forn1 and partially on audio 
tape, and have made every effort to reproduce 
them accurately. {All sentences in quotations 
are transcriptions. The balance, for translation 
purposes, may contain some paraphrasing.) I 
must emphasize, however, that these explanations 
are Im:'-Understanding of his thoughts and words, 
and as such, are necessarily al daas hakoseiv. I 
accept full responsibility and apologize for any 
unintended misrepresentations. 

A REBBI Is A MALACH 

HASHEM 

At the Torah Umesorah 
Convention, the keynote ses
sion was devoted to a ques

tion-and-answer session with the rash 
yeshiva. The questions, as per request, 
had been submitted in advance, and the 
rash yeshiva, on the long trip between 
Los Angeles and Toronto, reviewed them 
all. He then chose those that contained 
issues he wished to address. In addition 
to the expected questions relating to 
educational theory and practice, Rabbi 
Shteinman decided to answer a query 
pertaining to the propriety of a rebbi 
engaging in sports activities with his 
talmidim: "This is one I have been asked 
before, both in Eretz Yisroel and from 
America.23 Ich'll muzen dos bahandlen. I 
BRabbCShteiOffiatl-feceive'S num~· queries 
from A111erica about hashkafa issues in general, 
and chinuch in particular. He necessarily is very 
familiar with the standards and n1ores of the 
American Torah world. As many in his close circle 
will testify, when he is not fan1iliar with something 

.. -------------------~ 
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have to deal with this." He then inquired 
as to the age of my children and the 
practice in the yeshivas they attend. 

At the convention session, he articu
lated his opinion clearly and forcefully: 
A rebbi has to be extremely vigilant as 
to how he interacts with his students. A 
rebbi must inspire derech eretz, even with 
little children. He quoted Rav Chaim 
Volozhiner: "A ta/mid chacham is always 
required to act with the greatest degree 
of humility. However, when it comes to 
talmidim or people he can influence, he 
must maintain his dignity, be meromam, 
so that he can inspire proper respect:' 
This answer, predictably enough, evoked 
questions, as the prevailing practice at 
most American chadarim and yeshivas 
ketanos is quite different. 

I took the opportunity of the N.Y.
Mexico flight, after asking permission, to 
inquire into the rash yeshiva's reasoning. 
"Yelamdeinu Rabbeinu,', I asked, "isn't 
this standard too difficult for American 
children? After all, sports activity with 
the rebbi's participation is accepted 
as the norm, the minhag han1akom, if 
you will." 

"I'll explain;' he said patiently. "My 

he m~kes sur·e-to inVeStig;te and .. fCcei;i? absOTtitcly 
unbiased infonnation. 
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I purpose in making a special effort to 

address the convention was sin1ple. J 
wished to i1nprcss on these nicchanchin1 
how truly special they are. l believe each 
and every one, no matter at what level he 
teaches, is a 1noser ha Torah, a link in that 
unbroken golden chain from Har Sinai. 
As such, mesiras haTorah, the transmis-

ii 

I 
sion of Torah, has rules associated with it. 
It has to be done, say Chazal, kcnesinasa 
tniSinai - the exact way it \Vas given at 
Sinai, and subsequently taught by Moshe 
Rabbeinu. This, we are told, was done 
be'ein1a uveyira, with great awe. In order 
to have a kiyun1, a permanence, that's 
how Torah has to be taught today. 

"If you wish, there are two dinnin1, 
two crucial principles, of taZ,nud Torah. 
First, the need to bring people and 
disciples close to Torah,2·1 so that they 
achieve the status of ahavas haTorah, 
and the second, the need to teach, 
to trans1nit Torah in its pure and 
unadulterated form. 25 It is obvious 
that a rebbi must exhibit love for his 
talmidim in order for them to learn 

24-'"7i;1Si7J,''ST,C;1-0~B~"'W-i"'the··i;a~~IS-Ofl\1~iras11 

Aiechiltn 
25 J ain indebted to the cstcc1ncd Mas!tgiach 
of Beth Medrash Govoha, Rabbi Matisyahu 
Sa/0111011 N'"'PW, for his insights into Rabbi 
Shtcininan's thinking on this issue. His thoughts 
were expressed in a speech at the 10rah Un1csorah 
Convention and in private conversation with 
the author. 
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fron1 him. However, the trans1njssion 
of Torah and the rules governing the 
rebbi-talmid, relationship have a dear 
halachic framework. This is outlined in 
the Rambam.'" 'Don't you think Moshe 
Rabbeinu loved Kial Yisroel? Yet, he was 
required to 1naintain a certain distance. 
All of his successors as mosrei ha Torah 
must follow his model." 

"Does this apply to the youngest 
children?" l asked. 

"!ch entfer nisht. I'm not answering," 
he retorted. "I'n1 not setting a specific age 
limit. Let each institution decide what's 
right for them. My job is to enunciate tl1e 
principle - a rebbi is a Malach Hashem 
Tzevakos, an awe-inspiring figure. People 
may not change their hanhaga, their 
procedure, but zay n1uzzen dos herren, 

26"'Rfl;;a;an;:-Hild1-0s 1h!n111d r;;:~1h, 4:s ;mi s: i2. 
These rules are further codified in Shulchan Aruch 
Yorch J)ci'a, Hilchos Talnzud Torah. 

they have to hear the rule:' 
Lest there be any doubt, at the con

vention, he expressed his position in a 
crystal clear manner. A rebbi must love 
his talmidim, and only in that way can 
he accomplish. "A rebbi," he continued, 
"must always realize that Hakadosh 
Baruch Hu has sent us holy neshamos 
in the form of Yiddishe kinderlach. One 
does not toy with neshan1os. One must 
treat them with great love:' 

All of the above examples would, 
to the untrained, superficial observer, 
seem to have one comn1on denon1ina
tor: they paint the portrait of a driven 
leader focused solely on the explication 
and execution of his rigid principles. In 
truth, however, his empathy for all the 
various sectors of our people is legend
ary. His every waking moment, every 
fiber of his extraordinary character, and 
all of his seemingly boundless energy, is 

! 
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. Depth of Understanding clarify many vexing halacha and ered after the main evening asifa 
hashkafa questions. They arrived at the home of Rabbi Shteinman's 

I 
On several occasions, his talmidim with close to a hundred questions; host, Rabbi Yitzchak Dishi, Rav of 

have heard the rosh yeshiva express his the crux of the issue was the allow- Kahal Mekor Chaim. The rabbanim 
thoughts about bnei yeshiva learning able degree to which halacha may be were justifiably proud of the historic 
Daf Yomi. Several of his party were compromised in kiruvwork. "None;' evening. Two thousand people had 
following the program and on one replied Rabbi Shteinman. "Kiruv gathered - an event unprecedented 
flight we organized a shiur. The rosh rechokim is meleches Shamayim, holy for Brazil.' In addition, the rabbanim 
yeshiva sent word he wished to say work. It is not permitted to do and askanim in Brazil had done their 
a shiur when the Daf was finished. anything forbidden in the name of homework. They realized that the 
As he began, he said, "Daf Yomi is kiruv. We are required to do the will best way to maximize the impact of 
wonderful, but we have to learn in of Hashem only in the way halacha Rabbi Shteinman's short visit was 
depth." We asked for clarification. permits."' to prepare committees that would 
"Of course, learning bekiyus (for "But;' said one participant, "if actively follow up on the intense 
broad knowledge) is excellent. I, like we don't have mixed-gender classes, rucltniyus emotions created. As 
everyone else, am jealous, have great people won't come?' such, four va' adim were organized, 
kinas sofrim of Rav Meir Shapiro "Let them not come," said Rabbi headed by rabbanim, and dedicated 
?-~r, the Luhliner Rav. His portion Shteinman. If the purpose is to teach to improvements in kashrus, shem-
in Gan Eden, as a result of the mil- them to be Torah Jews, how can we iras Shabbos, taharas hamishpacha, 
lions of blatt of learning he helped do so in a way that is contrary to and chinuch/kiruv rechokim They 
create, is incalculable. However, we the Torah?" explained their plan. 
bnei yeshiva must be careful not to In response to a question regard- "Not enough;' said Rabbi 
compromise our standards. If this is ing the proper educational method- Shteinman, in his soft voice. "Ikar 
all a person can do, so be it. If this ology for ba' alei teshuva, he declared chaseir min hasefer, you omitted the 
can be used as a kiruv tool, ma tov. emphatically; "We are mechaneich main thing!' He explained his think-
But most people who can learn Daf Torah only in its purest form. The ing to the startled audience. "You 
Yomi for an hour can learn be'iyun Torah was given at Sinai in its purest neglected a committee to encourage 
for two. I'm concerned that the Daf form, and that's how we must trans- talmud Torah in depth. Yeshivas and 
program gives them an excuse to mit it. Whoever is destined to emerge kollelim, where Torah is learned in 
think that that's all they need to do. will emerge. The light inherent in the depth, are the only vehicle that will 
It's fine for a ben yeshiva to use it as Torah will bring them home!'" save this kehilla. Superficial learning 
a tool. It can't be the ikkar (prime will not suffice. What saved the Jews 
area). We must be careful not to of America was not the superfi-
allow the standards to erode:' He The Key to Salvation cial learning of bekiyus. Only Rabbi 
raised his voice, "I assure you) no 

Aharon Kotler, the driving force 
gadol baTorah ever was, or ever will 

behind the learning of Torah lishma be, created solely by learning Daf --------------------h -k- in depth, saved the Jews of America Yon1i. My concern always is as to who I He added that he had instructed t e iruv 

f h organizations he advises in Eretz Yistoel to from extinction. Save your kehillos! will be the gedolei Torah o t e next 

I 
h adopt similar high standards. They all pro- Establish more and more yeshivas! 

I 

generation: only those w o dedicate tested initially. "I told them:' he said, "that Otherwise, the Jews of Brazil will 
themselves fully to learning Torah if they listen, they will have more hatzlacha. 
in depth!" Sure enough, a few years later, they returned disappear!'' 

1 to say that their success rate had dramati- The rabbanim, understandably 
] callyincreased. Whatever difficult challenges moved, met immediately afterwards 

.

• 

1 

you have here, we have at least as many in to follow up on the rosh yeshiva's 
"The Light Will Bring Emz Yisroel. Jch zug cich tzu! 1 assure you! 

h B " direction. 

I 
T em ack You will not be hurt by keeping to higher 

standards!" 
·1 · 2 He repeated the dictum often heard from 3 Not being familiafWith the-localfeligiO~S The Argentinian rabbamm active 

Harav Shach: Teach them Shor Shenogach (a population, I asked a native businessman, 1 

1

1 in kiruv rechokim had urgently chapter in Bava Kan1ma dealing with an ox who travels often to the U.S., for S(>me per- \ 
requested a private session to help that gores another)! The light of the Torah spective. "You don't understand:' he said. "It's 

1

. 

\vill bring them back! as if 200,000 people had attended in N.Y.!" 

~···--··-·--- -------------··----···- ----- ----·-··---·--··--·--·--··---------J 



r-- -- -- -- -- --
1 o"--- --- - - - -- - - - - -

I 
devoted to thinking, worrying about and 
working for the betterment of his fellow 
Jews. Moreover, his approach is based 
on a firm set of principles inculcated 
from people such as the Chazon Ish and 
the Brisker Rav. "If you like don't like 
Rav Shteinman's answers," said Rabbi 
Matisyahu Salomon, the Lakewood 
Mashgiach, "don't ask him questions. 
He will only say what he believes is 
right without any compromises:' That is 
precisely the job of Gedolei Yisroel. 

"Zeh sefer toldos haAdam."27 The 
Midrash explains that the Ribbono she/ 
Olam showed Adam every generation 
and its leaders: dor dor iunanhigav. 
'fhose 1nanhigin1, sometin1es not well
known until they step in to leadership 
positions, were imbued from creation 
with a special siyata diShmaya and the 
foresight to see the complex exigencies 
of Jewish history on a multi-dimen
sional plane. Their vision necessar
ily includes the future implications of 
current decision making, with all the 
attendant subtle ramifications. Jn the 
merit of the tzibbur and the Torah, 
they are given the strengths and skills 
to shoulder the awesome achrayus that 
comes with their position. We might not 
always be privy to or understand their 
thought process, but our confidence 
in them is the raison d'etre of ernunas 
chacharnin, and one of the bedrocks of 
our theological structure. 

"DoN'T CLOSE THE DOOR!" 

Rabbi Shteinman returned to Bretz 
Yisroel from South America, early 
on Erev Shabbos, after al 7-hour 

flight. A large crowd had gathered out
side his hon1e,28 including many rab-

\ ;~--~::·~~;:~~1a!i1~~~~~~-e~-=~---Bra~··=~=~11~ 
I 

requested pcnni$sion of Rabbi Shtein1nan to 
i bring all the children to greet the rosh yeshiva 

I
' at the airport. "Absolutely not," he said. "But," 

they protested, "why are they worse than all the 
thousands of children who were privileged to 

I 
see hi111 worldvvide?" "It's simple," he replied. 

1 
"The world exists on the hevvel pihen1, the 

I 
pure Tor,ih, of li1shbar, Jev,rish children. If Bne1 

-~."'_'";~.~. "~'-'".'~" ==- ---=== =-1 
banim and public figures who arrived so. "Let them m. I have been away for I 
with important questions and issues two weeks; people have been waiting 

1 
requiring immediate attention. The rosh very long."30 I 
yeshiva's talmidim had planned to lock "Rosh yeshiva, please;' they pleaded, I 
the door until after Shabbos to allow "you must rest. It's just too shver, too I 
the elderly sage some badly needed hard.""Hard?" he said. "Nothing is hard 
rest.'' Rabbi Shteinman declined to do jf yoll_l"i!lit." ___________ Ii'] I 
\_:.,as-;sreci~l·fG~S-;-~erc·tc;"--O;-a·vaiL T!le~hild-i:;;-1 Itzkowitz for fear of relinquishing their place i 

stayed in cheder. in line. The requests for audiences start at I 
29 The prospects of this happening any time approxin1ately 4:30 a.in. in the sun11ner, before 
soon seen1 to be slinL ()n a recent visit, the Tefillns \!asikin! 1 

crowd at Chazon Ish 5 extended down the 30 Characteristically, he instructed everyone I 
block to Rechov Rebbe Akiva. So 1nany people ·who had accompanied hin1 on the trip to return : 
jam Rabbi Shtcin1nan's unadorned wciiting to their families in1mediately. "I was 1ni5tadcr,did I 
room that an i1npromptu "niinyan factory" fine," he said, "for 1nany years without anybody 
has been created in his apartn1ent. People guarding iny door. I will survive for a few hours. I 
arc reluctant to venture down the block to Go take care of shalo111 bayis." 
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up/ delivery available nationwld 
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YoNOSON ROSENBLUM 

I. 

Rabbi Yitzchak Isaac Sher, the 
late Slabodka Rosh Yeshiva, 
once addressed a group of 

American rabbis shortly before Rosh 
Hashana. He began by asking them: 
What could a group of Orthodox 
rabbis have to repent for prior to the 
Yamim Nora'im? Then he answered 
his own question: You read your 
newspaper over coffee in the morn
ing, and learn that 10,000 people 
have been killed in an earthquake 
somewhere in South America. You 
turn the page, and go on drinking 
your coffee. For that you will be 
called to account on Yom Radin." 

In a similar vein, a leading rosh 
yeshiva told me recently of a visit he 
paid as a young man to Rabbi Yechiel 

Mordechai Gordon. In the course of People are not living according to the 
the visit, Rabbi Gordon learned of a Torah in their Land, the essential 
terrible natural disaster, which had tzuras ha'adam (the ideal image of 
claimed thousands of lives in some man) is missing from the world. 
remote corner of the globe. The just as we cry over what we are 
Lomza Rosh Yeshiva's young visitor lacking, Hashem sheds tears over His 
was astounded by his anguish upon Torah, when we fail to reveal its glory 
hearing the news. to all the world. In a world lacking 
Natural disasters should provoke tzuras ha'adam, nature, in accor-

a sense of horror in us. Hashem ere- dance with Hashem's design, begins 
ated the world in order to shower us to return to tohu (formlessness). 
with good, and when natural disaster There is no order, and random forces 
strikes, Hashem, ke'vayachol, is forced take over. Things do not adhere or 
to act against His deepest will ( retzono join to one another, for only that 
b'etzem). That is the ultimate tragedy. which has form can join to other 

Every natural disaster carries with it things possessing form. 
some message for the Jewish People (see Hashem's tears symbolize the 
Yevamos 63a). One of our generation's chaos: He is crying over a world 
deepest thinkers, for instance, hinted at without apparent order. The Hebrew 
part of the message of the tsunami that word for tears, dima'os, comes from 
swept away tens of thousands of lives: a root denoting mixture and confu-

-.A-B;-1 Ro·~--E-N-e~-M-, ~~~-~vt·:s··1-N-JE-R~sA1..;;·~~ The Ge1nara (Berachos 59a) sion (as in demai). Crying (bechi), 
A coNnuBuTiNG EDnoRTo Titr;Jro\vr.~·ii OtJsFRvER. describes how earthquakes are pro- too, is from the same root as confu-
HE is A1.so DiREcToR oF 1111:: !sRAEu nrvr.s10N duced by two tears shed by Hakadosh sion, ne'vucha. 
01· AM Ec1-1An, -r1-1F AGunATH 1.sRAu.·1NsrrnEn Baruch Hu into the Great Ocean And if natural disasters cause us pain, l,i 

EniwAi-ioNA! ouTRloAcH EFHJRT ANo MEDIA over "His children dwelling in pain how n1uch more so when hundreds of 
RESOURCE. th • "Wh h • h h d ·n• fl 1 11 

~--·--··---··------··-- --- ~~~on~-e na~ons.-en_t_e Jew1_s_ .. -~ousa1~even ~ons, o-~man:J 
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are lost, as a consequence of hun1an 
evil. Can there be a greater affront to 
Hashen1 than the exercise of the Divine 
gift of free will to murder one's fellow 
human beings? 

Upon learning of plans to open 
an abortion clinic in nearby Spring 
Valley, NY, Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetsky 
was very upset. Someone asked him 
why he was reacting so strongly: 
After all, the clinic would not affect 
unzere Yidden. Reb Yaakov rejected 
that perspective. He told the man 
that the abortion clinic involved 
nothing less than murder in his own 
backyard. Desensitization to murder, 
Reb Yaakov insisted, would in the 
end exact its own heavy toll. 

the international comn1unity has done 
little to stop the slaughter in Darfur.2 
So far 7,000 African Union troops have 
shown scant ability or inclination to 
prevent the death toll from mounting. 
A U.N. peacekeeping force is being 
assembled at a snail's pace, and will 
likely be granted only a very restricted 
niandate. (Security Council n1en1ber 
China buys most of Sudan's oil produc
tion.) The U.N :s previous peacekeeping 
record in Africa hardly provides grounds 
for confidence. In Rwanda in 1994, U.N. 
peacekeepers, headed by the redoubtable 
Kofi Annan, fled the scene as machete
wielding Hutus cut down 800,000 of 
their traditional Tutsi enemies in two 
months. 

Mean,vhile, the Western European 
countries are busy wringing their hands, 

I l. while demonstrating their usual resolute 
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · deter1nination to do nothing. 

M ass murder is today taking The United States has given more 
place in the Darfur province humanitarian aid than any other coun-
of Sudan. Over the pastthree try, but that has not kept President 

years, camel- and horseback-riding Arab George W. Bush from being pillo-
militias known as the Janjaweed have ried in liberal journals like The New 
embarked on a campaign to rid Darfur Republic for failing to intervene militar-
of its black African tribesmen (who ily.' According to The New Republic, no 
are Moslems, like the Janjaweed). To more than 5,000 U.S. or NATO troops 
date, an estimated 400,000 Africans would be necessary to force the camel-
have been killed. Another 2,000,000 t948--c;c-r;0c·;·d~-c-~1-1-V~i-ti0!1-·\~Cli-tii.llc;-CffcCClt 
are living in refugee camps, their sur- obligates signatory states to prevent efforts to 
vival solely dependent on international destroy, in whole or part, a national, ethnic, racial 

I f . h · Id or religious group. re ie organizations. 1~ e centur1es-o 
2 Sin1ilarly, the international co1nmunity did 

agricultural life of the African tribes has little to stop dictator Pol Pot fro in n1urdcring two 
been destroyed, perhaps forever. rnillion of his fellow Can1bodians fro1n 1975-79, 

What the Janjaweed lack in Nazi-like or the 1994 inassacrc of 800,000 Tutsis by Hutus 

efficiency, they have n1ade up for in in Rwanda. 
savagery. Abuse of woinen as a fornl of 3 Libera! critics of the president are reluc-

tant to acknow-ledge their own contribution to 
subjugation and humiliation, torture of President Bush's Jack of enthusiasn1 for military 
victi1ns, and mutilation of corpses have intervention. By portraying An1erican military 
all been widespread. intervention in Iraq as having been undertaken 

and horseback-riding Janjaweed militias 
to stop their incursions into tribal vil
lages, and another 15,000 to secure the 
refugee can1ps.'1 

III. 

!have read David Wyman's classic 
The Abandonment of the fews many 
times, each tin1e with mounting 

fory. Wyman documents the many steps 
that could have been taken by Western 
governments to save mill ions of Jews. 

Yet, until very recently, J have studi
ously avoided reading news stories from 
Darfur, even though I vaguely knew 
that something horrible was taking 
place. Perhaps my emotional capacity to 
absorb tragedy is already overfilled by 
the new glossy four-color leaflets, replete 
with photos of the young niftar and the 
many orphans left behind, which seem 
to greet us in shul every morning.s 

Still, there came a point when I began 
to wonder whether my indifference (or 
at least avoidance) of the subject of 
Darfur did not make me a hypocrite: 
How can I complain of the world's 
indifference to the fate of my fellow 
Jews while ren1aining indifferent to the 
fate of others? 

That question does not imply 
any kind of equivalence between the 
Holocaust and what is taking place in 
Darfur.6 The Holocaust was unique in 

against any assumption that An1erica could 
easily achieve its goals in Darfur, pointing to 
the disastrous An1erican experience in Somalia. 
They note that Sudan's long and porous border 
would provide an open invitation to jihadists 
around the world to con1e and fight the Great 
Satan {A1nerica) in Sudan. Janjaweed leader Musa Hila! has for sinister rnotives and based on deceit, they 

have stoked the fla1nes of anti-Americanism 5 If I thought about Darfur at al!, it \vas prin1ar-
declared it his goal to "change the both at hon1e and abroad, and rendered Bush ily as an exa1nple of the hypocrisy of the world. 
de1nography of Darfur and empty it understandably hesitant to commit more troops The world media raises a hue and a cry every 
of African tribes:' In that goal) he has where no vital national interest is involved. ti1ne a Palestinian civilian is accidentally killed 
received both the passive and active In the words of Lawrence Kaplan, an editorialist by Israeli fire, fire which comes in response to 

1. 

f h b l l 
at '111c New Rep11blic, they have made it appear a steady barrage of Palestinian missiles falling 

support o · t e Ara -control ed centra 1 1· · ·1· · Sd d 1 1 " that "there is so111ething even tnore terrible on srae 1 c1v1rnns111 erot an e sew1cre. 1et, 1· 

govern1nent in Khartoum. Janjavveed than genocide in this very terrible world, and it those who profess to be so moved by the loss of 
incursions into tribal villages are inevi- is the further use of Ainerican n1ilitary power." innocent Palestinian life have paid scant attention ,

1

,• 

tably preceded by Sudanese air force The Catch-22, however, as Kaplan points out, to the mass 1nurder of hundreds of thousands 
boinbing. is that those •.vho have portrayed A1nerica as a in Sudan. 

1nalevolcnt, i1nperial power want Darfur saved... 6 The term Holocaust has been trivialized in 
._T~~p~~.~:.~ .. ~-~.~~i_:is °.~!~.~ f-!~~()-~a1:~~ 1 

and they want American power curbed. They recent years by use as an all-purpose catch-all for I 
1 Shortly after the end of the I-Iolocaust, the cannot have both. anything of which one greatly disapproves. i 

L _________ ----- --------------------- ______ __d 
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IV. 

Should Torah Jews, for instance, 
invest their time and energy in 
Save Darfur marches? It is not my 

place to answer that question.8 But the 
beginning of an answer) it seems to ine, 
depends on understanding the relation
ship between power and responsibility. 
Simply put: The greater our power to 
bring about a certain positive outcome, 
the greater our responsibility.' And once 
g-·ITafriCfld told me th.athe·}elt imi)Clled··10 
attend a Save Darfur rally, I would not attempt 
to dissuade hi1n. I would tell him that his concern 
for those being slaughtered in Darfur stems from 
a legitimate Torah impulse. And while his atten
dance is highly unlikely to help save even one life 
in Darfur, it could possibly make an i1nportant 
statement to a non~religious Jew at the rally that 
the Torah is concerned with all of hu111anity. 
(When I posed this hypothetical question to one 
of the Torah leaders of the generation, he told me 
basically the san1e thing.) 
9 Those who earned the greatest opprobriu1n 
for their actions, or lack thereof, during the 
Holocaust were those who had the power to 
save lives and did not: American consuls who 
left refugee quotas unfilled while desperate Jews 
were clamoring for visas; those who decided to 
bring American troop carriers back from Europe 
and North Africa empty, when there were Je•Ns 
waiting to be evacuated; those who refused to 
order the bombing of the tracks to Auschwitz. 

()ne American representative to the 1942 

Bermuda ContCrence expressed the thoughts of 
n1ost of the Western diplo1nats present when he 
asked, "Suppose Hitler did let two n1illion Jews out 
of Europe, what would we do with them?" That 
thought was uppermost in minds of Western poli-



we have identified our areas of responsi
bility, we are better positioned to know 
where to channel our energies. 

Torah Jews have no direct power 
to save the blacks in Darfur. We con
stitute less than .2% of the American 
population. If general public opinion 
does not support American interven
tion in Darfur, there is nothing Torah 
Jewry can do about it. And if it does, 
there is little that we can add."' 

Our power lies elsewhere. Of all the 
nations of the world, we alone were 
given the Torah. Through the study 
of Hashem's Torah and the perfor
n1ance of His mitzvos, we were given 
a unique role in bringing humanity 
to its ultimate goal - lesakein o/am 
bemalchus Shakkai. 

As Torah Jews, our greatest respon
sibility is to ensure the continued 
existence of Kial Yisroe/ as the Am 
HaTorah. Our focus on this task does 
not derive from a lack of concern with 
the rest of the world. On the contrary, 
our mission is universal - nothing less 
than bringing all mankind to recogni
tion of Hashem. 

We cannot expect others to share 
the responsibility with us - neither 
non-religious Jews, who have no 
awareness of the power they possess 
to change the world, and certainly 
not gentiles. 

The demands of our task are great. 
Preserving the Am HaTorah includes 
our own learning and chessed and 
mitzva observance, our efforts to 
transmit those values to our children 
and to ensure proper educational 
frameworks for them, strengthening 
the weaker elements of our comn1u-

(yJWke~S.jOsiahE~-DU B~Ts)~~l.~'Wl1 ~ JCW wOrkil·1g 
in the Treasury Dcpartinent, helped bring about 
the creation of the War Refugee Board with a 1943 
me1norandum to Secretary of the Treasury en ti~ 
tlcd "Report to the Secretary on the Acquiescence 
of this Government in the Murder of Jews." 

Of course, if A1nerican public opinion had 
been 1nore supportive of rescue of Jews, it is likely 
th<lt son1e of the more high visibility officials 
would have acted differently. 

I 0 If the question, however, were how should 
Israel deal with those few refugees who have 1nan
aged to escape J)arfur and reach Israel, the answer 

nity, and reaching out to our fellow 
Jews who do not know that the Jewish 
People have a mission and that they 
are part of it. 

That mission also includes the duty 
to be exemplars of the Torah's values 
for the entire world. Rabbi Shamshon 
Raphael Hirsch, in a number of places 
hints at a positive aspect of our long 
galus: we can serve as models of proper 
behavior to the nations of the world. 
Thus he offered a double interpreta
tion to the ambiguous verse in Tehillim 
(106:35), "They mingled among the 
nations, and they learned from their 
deeds:' Not only did the Jews learn 
from the deeds of the nations among 
whom they were dispersed, but the 
nations learned from the deeds of the 
Jews dispersed among them. And in The 
Nineteen Letters (Letter Nine), Rabbi 
Hirsch writes: ('If only our lives were a 
perfect reflection of our Torah, what a 
mighty force this would be for reaching 
the ultimate of all human education." 

v. 

The Torah teaches us that our his
torical experiences should sensi
tize us. Because we were strangers 

in Egypt, we are adjured again and 
again to show a special concern for the 
stranger. Because we have been repeat
edly threatened with extermination, we 
must be particularly sensitive to those 
who are similarly threatened. 

That is what we learn from the 
reactions of Rabbi Yitzchak Isaac Sher 
and Rabbi Yechiel Mordechai Gordon 
to news of terrible tragedies. 

Darfur has a message for us. At the 
very least, it reminds us how far our 
world remains from that filled with 
knowledge of Hashem, which was the 
goal of Creation. That knowledge must 
be used to inspire us to an ever greater 
dedication to Torah and mitzvos. 

Many responses to Darfur are pos
sible. Only one, however, is absolutely 
wrong: To remain oblivious, and act 
as if the deaths of hundreds of thou-
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i RABBI SHIMON FINKELMAN i 

I Remembering Rabbi 
I Menachem Manis 

1 an e 
' 

Beloved Tzaddik, Towering Mechanech 
The passing of Rabbi Menachem 

Manis Mandel 7"::~n is an enormous 
loss on many levels. He was a mecha
neich whose name for more than six 
decades was synonymous with the high
est standards of chinuch; a tzaddik 
whose integrity and sensitivity towards 
others was of a level reserved for the 
greatest among us; a ba'al tefilla whose 
unique combination of vocal talent and 
neshama made him a legend in his own 
lifetime; a Jew who radiated warmth and 
simchas hachayim (joy of life) even in 
the most difficult times. What follows is 
an attempt to touch on some of Rahbi 
Mandel's outstanding qualities, so that 
both those who knew him and those 
who did not can be inspired by his 
shining example. 

A "EUROPEAN" AMERICAN 

Some thirty years ago, Rabbi Mandel 
visited Bretz Yisroel and was intro
duced to Rabbi Yosef Dov (" Reb 

Berel") Soloveitchik 7°0'.!lt, who was Rosh 
Yeshivas Brisk and the eldest son of the 
Brisker Rav. The Rosh Yeshiva asked 
Rabbi Mandel," Pun vanent shtamt ir?" 
(What is your place of origin?) When 

RABBI f!NKEl,MAN, A REBBP:IN YESlllVA DARCHEI 

Rabhi Mandel said that he was born 
in America and grew up in New York, 
the Rosh Yeshiva's eyes opened wide in 
astonishment, for Rabbi Mandel was 
so obviously unaffected by American 
society and culture. To the contrary, 
it was apparent that he was a spiri
tual person, totally devoted to serving 
Hashem Yisbarach, and removed from 
the pursuit of materialism. 

He was a man who clung tenaciously 
to mesora - the traditions and teachings 
of previous generations - and imbued 
his students with an understanding 
that only by clinging to mesora can 
our own Yiddishkeit remain pure and 
wholesome. 

HOLY AND PURE 

bbi Mandel's countenance 
hone with a purity borne of 

life of kedusha, an unusual 
distancing from any improper sight or 
sound, and from any food of question
able kashrus. 

His meticulousness in matters of 
kashrus was incredible to behold. At 

items. As a bachur, he once ate Shalash 
Seudos at the home of a talmid chacham, 
limiting himself to some challa. After 
his host had urged him a third time to 
partake of some herring, Menachem 
Manis picked up the jar (which had 
no kashrus certification) and read the 
ingredients. To his host's dismay, the 
herring sauce contained wine. 

This writer once had a first-hand 
glimpse of how removed Rabbi Mandel 
was from the pleasures of this world. 
A few days before his son married 
my sister, I was invited to accompany 
father and son on a day-long trip to 
receive berachos from gedolim in the 
New York area. In the afternoon, we 
stopped for lunch at the home of one 
of Rabbi Mandel's married children. 
I watched in amazement as Rabbi 
Mandel partook of a few slices of toma
to and cucumber with cottage cheese 
(although a full lunch was served), and 
then exclaimed with delight, "Now I 
can tell my wife that I ate lunch!" Like 
the tzaddik who ate an apple in order 
to recite a beracha, Rabbi Mandel ate 
lunch so that he could give his wife 
peace of mind. 
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' him. At every opportunity, he would 

quote Reb Shraga Feivcl and recall the 
fire for spreading Torah that burned 
within him and with which he imbued 
his ovvn talmidim. 

His son, Rabbi Shlomo Mandel, 
recalled an incident that illustrates his 
father's lifelong attachment to his rebbi. 
Reb Shlomo was puzzled by something. 
In the Chazaras Hashatz of Mussa[ on 
Rosh Hashana (and every tefilla ofYom 
Kippur day), a moving"Avinu Malkeinu" 
is said in the beracha of Modim, in which 
we p1ead that Hashem show compassion) 
suppress His anger, and bring an end 
[ kaleiJ to plague, bloodshed, famine, 
captivity, destruction ... every illness ... 
every sort of evil decree .... 

Rabbi Mandel, who put such energy 
and feeling into his davening, would say 
this piece quickly, without much visible 
emotion, and his son asked him why. 

Rabbi Mandel responded that in his 
early years as a ba'a[ tefilla, he did invest 
special effort in this piece. But then, 
after Mussa[ one year, Reb Shraga Feivel 
referred to this piece, 1nade a swift wave 
of his hand, and, in a play on words, 
exclaimed, "Kalei!" indicating that the 
ba'a[ tefil/a should bring the recitation 
of the calamities enumerated here to 
a swift conclusion. For the rest of his 
life, Rabbi Mandel adhered to these 
instructions. 

BA'AL TEFILl.A 

W hen Rabbi Mandel was yet 
a bachur in his early twen
ties, he was selected by Reb 

Sh raga Feivel to serve as ba' al tefilla 
for the Yan1i1n Nora'in1, a position he 
retained until age eighty-eight, less than 
two years before his passing.' Anyone 
privileged to have davened in Mesivta 
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his love of Hashem when singing Ein 
Kitzva, or begged for his fellow Jews as 
he wept during Neila. It was a davening 
that could melt one's heart and inspire 
virtually anyone to be a better Jew. 

Surely, son1eone as great as Reb 
Shraga Feivel did not select Rabbi 
Mandel for this role at that young age 
merely for his vocal skills. Rema, in dis
cussing the qualifications for a Yamiln 
Nora'im baa[ tefilla, states that ideally 
he should be at least thirty years old 
and married. Mishna Berura, however, 
states that these qualifications are out
weighed by a candidate who is young 
and single, but "a ben Torah who fears 
sin." Reina himself states that a con
gregation should select the one who is 
most [spiritually] fit and is the greatest 
in Torah and good deeds. 2 

When some board me1nbers expressed 
their reservations about having a bachur 
serve as their shaliach tzibbur, Reb 
Shraga Feivel assured them that "mein 
bachur' was most qualified of all. 

ATTACHMENT TO TORAH 

Rabbi Elya Svei once related that 
when he became a ta/mid in the 
beis midrash of Torah Vodaath, 

someone pointed out Menachem Manis 
Mandel and said, "He is the kind of ben 
Torah that Reb Shraga Feivel is trying 
to produce:' 

For six years, Rabbi Mandel studied 
under the great rash yeshiva, Rabbi 
Shlomo Heiman 7"""1 who, with the bless
ings of Rabbi Chaim Ozer Grodzensky 
'>"'~!. had left his position in Vilna to 
become Rosh Yeshiva at Torah Vodaath. 
Menachem Manis becan1e one of Reb 
Shlomo's closest talmidim. He was asked 
to eulogize him following his passing 
in 1945.J 

i Torah Vodaath on Rosh Hashana or 

I 
Yorn Kippur will never forget the sweet, 2"'"Shi~lcha~1 A~:ucl;:o1:;;cJ-; .. c1ifiYi;;; sslT .. --

f I 3 In recognition of their closeness, Rebbetzin 
i power ul, pleading voice of t 1is tzad- Hei1nan once showed Reh Menachem Manis a 

I 
dik, as he cried over the Churban dur- letter that Rabbi Baruch Ber Leibowitz7"::rt had 

witness, he had a broad and in-depth 
knowledge of Gemara and could grasp 
an intricate shiuron virtually any sugya 
in Shas. And his obvious love of learn-
ing is something that his children and 
grandchildren will never forget. 

Wben he was eighty-seven years old, 
weakened and suffering from short
term memory loss, he expressed his 
desire to remain awake the entire night 
of Hoshana Rabba, learning in the beis 
midrash of Yeshiva of Brooklyn. His 
family tried to dissuade him, to no avail. 
He sat down with an older grandchild 
and they began to learn a complicated 
sugya (topic). After fifteen minutes, 
Rabbi Mandel slumped over his sht
ender, having dozed off. The following 
scene then repeated itself a nu1nbcr of 
times: 

Rabbi Mandel lifted up his head 
and opened his eyes. A family member 
came over to suggest that he retire for 
the night. "Noch a tzen minuf' (Another 
ten minutes), he replied, and returned to 
the Gemara, straining with all his might 
to n1aintain the order of the discussion 
in his mind. After fifteen minutes, he 
began to doze off. ... This continued 
until daybreak, at which time he closed 
his Gemara to prepare for Shacharis, 
joyous at having successfully deciphered 
the sugya. 

HIS MOTHER'S DISCIPLE 

A side from Rabbi Shlomo 
Heiman and Reb Shraga Feivel 
Mendlowitz, the other power

ful influence in Rabbi Mandel's life 
- perhaps the most powerful of all 
- was his saintly mother, Mrs. Fruma 
Leah Mandel ;rv. She emigrated from 
Kapyshnitz, Galicia, in the early 1900s 
as an eighteen-year-old, and it was on 
these shores that she married Rabbi 
Zev Kehas Moshe Mandel ;i·'v. Seeing 
the spiritual dangers that faced Jewish 

1 
ing « U1nipnei Cha ta' einu," exulted in written to his talrnid, Reh Shlomo, in which he 

: said," ... At first, I wish to state that His Honor S~ch·--as---·HisHO;Q;:·:~.;'RfbS:h1ofl10-··cntered 

I
, 1-i;Or the p<iSt tWentY.fea1~ or-so, h-e wc).~Jd-dave-;·1 is among those who bring joy to my life, .. for the roon1 and quickly took the letter fro1n his l 

on the first day of Rosh l-Iashana at Mesivta TOrah it was worthwhile for n1e to have been born and talmid's grasp. (The letter appears in the second 
\ Vodaath, and at Yeshiva and Mesivta of Brooklyn for my nlother to have enduied the pangs of volume of Chiddushei Reh Shlotno, published I 

Lhesecond ~y- -- ---- - - ~h>idb,,th JUst.~that ~ould prnduce~ta/m1~~~osthumousl~- -- -- - -~ 



daughters attending public school, she 
organized the first Shabbos Enos groups, 
and later, together with two devoted 
friends, 4 founded the first Orthodox 
girls' school in America.' 

It was not only a desire to strengthen 
1brah observance that Rabbi Mandel 

patiently explained why his comments 
were not appropriate on this special 
night. 

YOUNG AND DYNAMIC 

I nspired by his mother and encour
aged by Reh Shraga Feivel, Rabbi 

' Mandel - as a bachur in his twenties 

I 
- founded an afternoon Talmud Torah 
for public school children. Rabbi Chaim 

I 
4·" Mrs: Esthif~·Sara -(Sadie)Soloff.and M~S~ 

, Rochel Chyenna Stern 

I
, 5 See the author's article on Mrs. Mandel 10 

the l)ec '04 JO. 
6 Rabbi Censo1 is a son of Rabbi Mandel's 

nd wife (see further 10 this article). 

8 

Charnes, a "graduate" of that Talmud 
Torah, recalled in his hesped: 

Rabbi Mandel was myrebbi muvhak 
(primary Torah teacher). As a bachur, 
he founded a Talmud Torah for public 
school children at a time when few 
Jewish children were being sent to 
yeshiva. He created an atmosphere so 
uplifting, his influence was so power
ful, that for twelve square blocks, one 
would find every Jewish public school 
boy wearing a yarmulke and tallis 
kattan, and referring to his friends by 
their Hebrew names. It was something 
that was simply beyond the plane of 
nature. 

He taught us all the fundamentals 
of emuna and proper hashkafa (Torah 
outlook). He transmitted to us the Torah 
andhashkafa of his greatrebbe'im, Reb 
Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz and Rabbi 
Shlomo Heiman. This is how he guided 
us and spread Torah decades ago.' 
Later, upon Reb Shraga Feivel's 

instructions, Rabbi Mandel assumed 
leadership of Yeshiva of Brooklyn. Reb 
Shraga Feivel assured his ta/mid that 
the school would one day be a Torah 
fortress. For the next two decades, the 
school, based in Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
was primarily a boys' yeshiva with a 
small, separate girls' division. With 
its move to Flatbush in the early 60s, 
the school experienced tremendous 
growth. 

FATHERLY FIGURE 

H is ahavas Yisroel and concern 
for every Jew was felt by each 
student, who looked upon him 

as a father figure. He helped talmidim and 
talmidos grow by showing that he truly 
believed in their ability to succeed. 

During the shiva, a married woman 
related: 

I had difficulty keeping up with my 
schoolwork, and the school was forced 
to leave me back. I had low self-esteem 
and continued to flounder. Another 
school year was coming to an end, and 
it was suggested to Rabbi Mandel that 

perhaps I should be left back again. I 
was called into his office and this is 
more or less what he told me: 

"We have decided that for the 
coming school year, you will, be'ezras 
Hashem, be moved up a grade to the 
level at which you were previously. We 
are doing this because we have confi
dence in you and truly believe that you 
can succeed. If you will make the effort, 
I am sure that next year will be a very 
successful year." 

I could not believe my ears. It was 
probably the first time that I ever felt 
good about myself The next year, I 
applied myself to my studies as never 
before. I did not become an A student, 
but I did have a successful year, and 
it was a turning point in my years at 
school. 
Until this past November, Rabbi 

Mandel personally handed out report 
cards, from grades one through twelve. 
He would begin by saying that the first 
marks he looked at were those for effort 
and behavior, «the two most important 
marks." He found something nice and 
encouraging to say about each girl. 

He would come to the auditorium 
before the start of each pre-school class 
siddur play, Chanuka performance or 
graduation. Addressing the little girls, 
he would say, 

"Kinderlach, in case somebody's 
mother wasn't able to come - maybe 
she just had a baby, or couldn't come 
for another reason - you shouldn't 
feel bad, because I'm here, and I'm 
everyone's zeide!" 

A leading contemporary said, "In 
addition to all his other attributes, Rabbi 
Mandel had the qualities of a Yiddishe 
mamma.') 

Each morning, he greeted the chil
dren warmly as they stepped off the 
bus. He would repair a child's glasses 
and share his lunch with students who 
had left theirs at home. 

Following his passing, a former stu
dent wrote: 

I remember Rabbi Mandel stand
ing outside almost every Friday saying 
"Gut Shabbos" as each girl passed by 
him going home. 

I remember that every time Rabbi 

--- --------- - --------- ----- --- -- ----····----------------' 



Mandel was in the classrooni, he asked, 
"Who ate breakfast?" with so much 
care for each person, and if you had not 
eaten, he sent you down to the kitchen 
to get breakfast. 

When I fell in kindergarten and 
needed stitches, I went to the office 
crying. Rabbi Mandel himself cleaned 
my wound and stayed with me until 
my mother came. 

May his memory last with us forever. 
Thank you, Rabbi Mandel. 
A second-generation talmida 

recalled: 
My mother lost her father at a young 

age. Soon after, she came to Brooklyn 
from out of town where there was not 
much of a frum community. It was the 
middle of the year, and schools were 
reluctant to take in a child at that time. 
It seemed as if the only option, at least 
for the time being, was public school. 

Rabbi Mandel came to the rescue 
to save a neshama. He said he would 
never turn away "a Yiddishe kindt." 
Rabbi Mandel took my mother in, even 
though there were already close to 40 
girls in the class! 

My mother remembers Rabbi 
Mandel coming into the class every 
day to check if "his meidele" was 
okay. All my mother's questions and 
decisions were done according to what
ever ''fatte," Rabbi Mandel, said. After 
my mother moved on to seminary in 
Eretz Yisroel, she still held on to her 
'Tatte." 

While in seminary, my mother wrote 
Rabbi Mandel a letterofhakaras hatov, 
stating that if Rabbi Mandel would not 
have taken her in, she would not be 
the bas Yisroel that she is. My mother 
did not find out until much later that 
Rabbi Mandel kept her letter in his 
pocket for years. 

FOR EVERY JEWISH CHILD 

I n his hesped, Rabbi Shmuel 
Kamenetsky spoke of Rabbi 
Mandel's mesiras nefesh to provide 
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"der Ribbono she! Olam's ah kindt;' and 
felt personally responsible to help each 
child develop as a Torah Jew. The chil
dren were able to perceive his enonnous, 
unconditional love for them. 

Two years ago, his son was 
approached by a young observant man 
who said, "The fact that my family is 
frum and I am a mechaneich is only 
because of your father." He proceeded 
to relate: 

"My father was raised in a non
observant home. Somehow, he became 
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\\The highest form 
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close to Rabbi Mandel (perhaps by 
attending Talmud Torah). When my 
father was drafted and about to head 
out to the battlefront, Rabbi Mandel 
asked him for a 'favor': 'I know that in 
the ar1ny they will serve you non-kosher 
food, and it will be very difficult for you 
to avoid eating it. But I ask that you 
never take a second portion; eat only 
what you absolutely must.' 

"My father fulfilled this request, and 
when he returned home from army 
service, he realized that he had truly 
sacrificed for the sake of his Jewishness. 
This realization inspired him to become 
fully observant, and his family followed 
suit." 
At a time when there was little min

gling between Ashkenazic and Sephardic 
Jews, Rabbi Mandel opened wide the 
doors of Yeshiva of Brooklyn and wel
comed scores of Sephardi talmidim and 
talmidos. 

Rabbi Chaim Benoliel, rash yeshiva of 
Yeshiva! Mikdash Melech for Sephardic 
bnei Torah, recalled: 

Sometimes Rabbi Mandel would 
enter Mikdash Melech unannounced 
and say: "I was passing by and I just 
had to come in and see the yeshiva." 
Seeing that the yeshiva was growing 
and the talmidim were blossoming, 
Rabbi Mandel would exude joy, as if 
it were his own yeshiva. 
When the Iron Curtain began to lift 

and Jews from Russia began arriving on 
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these shores, Yeshiva of Brooklyn made 
every effort to accept every immigrant 
child brought to its doors. 

Once, a woman from Russia8 brought 
her little girl to be registered in Yeshiva 
of Brooklyn. The woman was obviously 
nervous that her daughter would not 
be accepted. Rav Mandel calmed her 
by saying, "You know, I'm also fron1 
Russia. My parents came here around 
100 years ago. They made a decision 
to emigrate at that time, while your 
parents chose to reniain there. That 
is why I am sitting on this side of the 
desk and you are sitting on the other 
side. But does that make me greater 
than you? Had your parents chosen to 
emigrate at that time, and my parents 
had chosen to remain, our situations 
would be reversed. So you and I are 
equals!" 

The woman walked out of the office 
with a feeling of pride that she had 
never before experienced. She later 
said, "I've been in America for a num
ber of years, and wherever I go, I'm a 
Russian. I was told that in meeting 
Rabbi Mandel, I would be introduced to 
the greatest Jew that I would ever meet. 

8f~nversaiion, Rabbi Mandel ,..,t)l.lfd.Say, 
"a woman fro1n Russia" rather than "a Russian 
woman," for he felt that the latter was de1nean
ing. He would quote immigrants as saying that 
in Russia, a Jew was derisively called "Zhid'' by 
his Russian neighbors, and when he comes to 
A1ncrica, he is called "Russian" by his Jewish 
neighbors. 
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And he says that we are equals!" 

TORAH INSIGHT 

Rabbi Mandel's great heart was 
complemented by a sharp, prac
tical mind and a strong dose of 

siyata diShemaya. 
An immigrant from Iran confided 

to his employer: His sister had just 
arrived from Iran. She was sixteen 
years old and could not read Hebrew. 
Which Orthodox girls' school would 
accept her? 

The employer advised: Bring her to 
Rabbi Mandel. 

After meeting the girl, Rabbi Mandel 
hired her as a kindergarten assistant. 
This way, she was able to learn to 
read Hebrew together with her little 
charges, without feeling sha1ned or 
den1oralized. 
Once, his son, Rabbi Yaakov Mandel, 

received a phone call from hi1n, request
ing that he come to his office as soon as 
possible. He entered the office and found 
an eleven-year-old talmida sitting there. 
Rabbi Mandel asked his son to relate the 
feelings he had experienced at age six and 
a-half when Rabbi Mandel remarried, 
three and a half years after his first wife 
had passed away. After his son responded 
that he had been in favor of the idea from 
the start, Rabbi Mandel said, "You said 
then that it was a good idea - but do you 
still feel that way now?" 

His son responded, "Absolutely. It 
was a beracha for our fan1ily; our step
mother raised us like her own children, 
and her son is like a brother to us:' Rabbi 
Mandel thanked his son, and indicated 
that he could leave. 

Later, his son learned that this girl's 
widovved mother wanted to remarry, 
but the girl was very opposed to it. 
Rabbi Mandel wanted her to hear first
hand from someone who had been in 
a similar situation as a child and was 
now a mature adult, that his father's 
remarriage had been a blessing.' 

9------ft'"is int~festiilg thal Rabi)i Mal1dcldid noi-iei 
his son know in advance why he was sun1n1oning 
him, though this would have allowed hi1n to col
lect his thoughts and make a better iinprcssion 

HIGH STANDARDS 

In his hesped, Rabbi Yisroel Belsky 
said: "Rav Manis presented a picture 
in my mind - always - of someone in 
whom were found all the middos tovos, 
so beautifully, so perfectly, with so much 
chein (grace). This is why everyone was 
drawn to him and felt comfortable in 
his presence." 

In Rabbi Mandel one saw a perfect 
balance of opposing middos. He was a 
soft and gentle person, but he could be 
demanding and unyielding when the 
situation required it. Rabbi Mandel's 
students perceived him for what he 

()_i1_the--gyrL Al~Parc1ltiy, Ra-bbi flA'andef'S niid~~ 
ha'cmcs (sec below) did not allow for this; he 
w..intcd an honest, i1npron1ptu response. 
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was: an adam hashaleim, the quintes
sential Torah personality. Therefore, 
they were ready to accept whatever 
guidance he offered them, even when 
it seemed to go beyond what was 
accepted in other circles. 

He would often tell his students that 
live fish swim against the current, while 
dead fish flow with the stream. A Jew 
needs to have the spiritual strength to 
swim against the current and do what 
the Torah expects of him in every 
situation. 

At student assemblies and at the 
annual parents' Melaveh Malka, he 
would stress what he thought was 
most important for our ti1nes: a Jew 
- especially a bas Yisroel - must main
tain a low-key profile in every aspect 

------------------------------------------------------------------



I :f illrn '~" Hf< A '" fomd '""" I modestly and speaks in a soft, refined 
, manner. In a related topic, he would 

bemoan the tone of today's Jewish 
music, much of which is loud, unre
fined noise that inspires wild dancing 
at si111chos- and possesses none of the 
qualities of true negina. 

When Rabbi Mandel felt the need 
to offer rebuke, it was cushioned with 
a large measure of good will: 

Once, the tenth-grade classes enjoyed 
a school Shabbos together. Everything 
went well until Melaveh Malka time, 
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when a few girls engaged in some antics 
which did not please the hanhala. On 
Monday, Rabbi Mandel addressed the 
tenth grade and expressed his displea
sure over what had happened. When 
he finished, he smiled and said, "But 
after all is said and done, you are my 
kinderlach .. . .'' 
His way of reproof won over others 

as well. Once, when he davened in a shul 
where he was disturbed by the talking 
during davening, he asked the rav for 
permission to speak. He addressed the 
congregants for a few minutes concern-
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ing this crucial matter. His reproof 
was delivered with typical warmth and 
concern. No one was offended, and the 
situation improved. 

ABSOLUTE TRUTH 

S hlomo Hamelech said: "A lip of 
truth will be established forever" 
(Mishlei 12,19). Rabbeinu Yona 

explains: If a person is careful to speak 
truthfully, his words will be accepted 
and believed, and others will be eager 
to hear what he has to say. 

The impact that Rabbi Mandel had 
upon his students and upon anyone 
with whom he came in contact was 
undoubtedly influenced by his middas 
ha'emes. 

Many years ago, he was audited by 
the l.R.S. for his personal income tax 
claims. He submitted cancelled checks 
and receipts as proof for his charity 
deduction, but the total was less than 
what he had claimed. Rabbi Mandel 
explained that the reason for the dis
crepancy was that he was claiming 
cash contributions, which he made on 
a daily basis. The auditor replied that 
without proof, the deduction could not 
be claimed. 

Rabbi Mandel then withdrew an 
envelope from his pocket, containing 
many more cancelled charity checks. 
The total now far exceeded the deduc
tion that he had claimed. The auditor 
said, "This is excellent - the proof that 
we needed!" 

"No," Rabbi Mandel replied, "it 
is not proof at all. On the bottom of 
each of these checks, I have written in 
Hebrew the word chalifin (exchange). 

"These are checks that I wrote to 
charities in exchange for dollar bills 
and coins that the students of my school 
raised for charity. I wrote that Hebrew 
word on the bottom so that I would 
not mistakenly claim those checks as 
deductions. Had I wanted to be dishon-
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inquiry to a swift conclusion. rabbi and why I did not fit into this Ill 

category. He explained: 
Once, a man entered the Yeshiva "1 used to drive a bus for the 

of Brooklyn office in the evening and 
found Rabbi Mandel at his desk. In 
response to the ntan's question as to why 
he was working so late, Rabbi Mandel 
replied that his glasses had broken that 
day, and he had spent two hours at the 
optician having them fixed. He was 
nolv making up the lost time. 

As his family recalls so well, the 
yeshiva was on his mind throughout the 
day and night, at school and at home. 
Another person would have reasoned 
that the countless hours that he spent 
at home busy with yeshiva affairs more 
than made up for the two hours at the 
optician. But Rabbi Mandel vie1ved 
such matters frotn a more elevated 
vantage point. What he did at home 
for the yeshiva voluntarily was not a 
substitute for two hours that he was, 
obligated to make up. And it would not 
suffice to take paperwork home (as he 
often did) and work two hours there, 
because two hours at home with many 
interruptions is not the same as two 
hours at the office. 
He would not make a personal phone 

call from school without paying for it. 
After his first wife's passing, he some- . 
times found it necessary to bring his 
youngest children to the office. One of 
the children enjoyed making a phone 
call on occasion. He would give the 
little girl a few dimes, so that she could 
put one in the school pushka before 
each call. 

An administrator of another Brooklyn 
yeshiva related: 

One year, the city sent us a new 
school bus driver, a tall, broad
shouldered fellow named "Richie:' 
Richie quickly became the leader of 
all the drivers, and I realized that if 
I did not treat him royally, I was in 
for trouble. 

One of my ways of keeping him 
happy was to give him a cup of cof
fee every afternoon before he drove 
the children home. One day, Richie 
said to me, "You know, you're not a 
holy rabbi:' I asked Richie to explain 
what defined someone as a "holy" 

--- -·····-··-·-····-·-·-···-·-····-·····-------

girls' school on Ocean Parkway and 
Avenue 0. The principal's name was 
Rabbi Mandel, and every afternoon, 
he would offer me a cup of coffee 
like you do. After a while, I began to 
notice something. When he prepared 
a cup of coffee for himself, he would 
use a special container of milk. 

"One day, I said, 'Rabbi, I also 
want kosher milk like you drink: The 
rabbi laughed and replied: 'Richie, 
your coffee is just as kosher as mine. 
You see, the milk we have in school 
is provided by the government. It's 
for students, teachers and bus drivers 
like yourself. But it's not for admin
istration people like me. That's why 
I bring along milk from home for 
my coffee: 

"Yes, Rabbi Mandel is a holy 
rabbi." 
His integrity was evident in other 

ways. Despite the difficulties of cover
ing a yeshiva's budget, he would never 
accept contributions from what he con
sidered a tainted source.And despite the 
difficulties, he was known to pay his staff 
on time. If pay day arrived and funds 
to cover tlie payroll were not available 
until the end of the day, he would have 
someone deliver the checks to the ho1nes 
of rebbe'im and moros that evening. 

The above-cited verse, A lip of truth 
will be established forever, can also mean 
that when someone is an ish emes, the 
impression he makes upon others is 
everlasting. 

A few years ago, a distinguished 
great grandmother who had been Rabbi 
Mandel's talmida in Talmud Torah, in 
1939 when she was 13 years old, was 
about to leave her house for a simcha. 
She knew that Rabbi Mandel, then 
in his eighties, was one of the ba'alei 
simcha. Suddenly, the woman stopped, 
for she realized that, at some point, she 
would go over to wish Rabbi Mandel 
maze/ tov. She knew that her appear
ance was low key and confornied to 
the strictest standards of tzenius. But 
now she was about to greet her rebbi, 
a tzaddik and an ish kadosh. Such 
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a meeting required her to be doubly 
certain that she looked presentable 
according to the highest standards for 
a bas Yisroel. She went back inside and 
made sure that she was fit to greet the 
man who, over 50 years earlier, had 
taught her so much. 

YIRAS SHAMAYIM 

s u M M E R 2 0 0 6 

school's milk bills, it was clear that its 
students were not being provided with 
the required amount of milk per meal. 
Rabbi Mandel replied that the school 
was providing the milk, but many chil
dren were declining to drink it. That 
was why so little milk was being used. 
The above-mentioned official was not 
satisfied, but agreed to come down to 
the school. 

When he stood in the Yeshiva of 
Brooklyn dining room with Rabbi 
Mandel, he saw that each table had 
been set with the required amount of 
milk in large containers. When the 
meal was over, the kitchen staff walked 
through the dining room collecting all 
the partially full containers and com
bining them so that the milk could be 
stored away to be used at the next meal. 
About half the milk had been used up, 
exactly as Rabbi Mandel had reported 
in his requisition. 

"Here's the problem," the official 
said. "Of course, you're not ordering 
enough milk. The required amount of 
milk has to get used up at each meal. 
If the children don't drink it, then spill 
it out." 

Rabbi Mandel was taken aback. '~re 
· ' • • • • ' • • • • • • • · • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • you serious? Spill out the milk? Sir, this 

Many years ago, an Orthodox Jew is not a restaurant. It's a school, and a 
working in New York State's school is supposed to teach values. To 
Department of Nutrition spill out perfectly good milk is sinfu~ 

often heard a certain non-Jewish offi- and we are not going to do it- even if 
cial in that department mention Rabbi it means being removed from the lunch 
Mandel's name with great reverence. program and losing the thousands of 
When he asked for an explanation, he dollars that we have already invested 
was told the following: in our kitchen equipment." 

When New York State first began its The official was amazed at what he 
school food program, through which heard and suggested that they return 
eligible children can receive meals for to the principal's office to work out 
free or at a reduced fee, Yeshiva of a solution. It was then that Rabbi 
Brooklyn invested thousands of dollars Mandel suggested that the plain milk 
installing kitchen facilities. (Until then, be mixed with chocolate milk, which 
every child brought lunch from home.) the students would surely consume in 
The school did this to help the parents; much greater quantity. The official 
the school would have no financial gain immediately accepted this suggestion. 

MAKING HIS NAME BELOVED 

C hazal teach (Yo ma 86a) that 
one who truly loves Hashem 
will make His Name beloved 

to others through his behavior; he will 
always deal honestly with people and 
will always speak pleasantly to them. 
Then people will say: "Praiseworthy 
is the father who taught him Torah. 
Praiseworthy is the rebbi who taught 
him Torah." 

Rabbi Mandel's way of dealing with 
others, both Jew and non-Jew, was a 
kiddush Hashem of the highest order. 
Small wonder that the crossing guard 
near Yeshiva of Brooklyn wept upon 
learning of his passing. 

His tenant related that Rabbi Mandel 
always referred to him as his "shachein 
tov" (good neighbor), never as "my ten
ant." This man once discarded a worn
out carpet and put it out for sanitation 
collection. Later that day, he found 
Rabbi Mandel and his brother, n-?:i>. 
Mr. Reuven Dovid Mandel, cutting the 
carpet into smaller pieces and making 
handles out of rope to make it easier 
for the sanitation men to carry. Rabbi 
Mandel explained, '(The sanitation man 
is also a tzellem Elokim (created in G-d's 
image); we have to make things easier 
for him."10 

When entering an elevator, he would 
immediately move to a wall. He once 
explained, "I cannot stand with my back 
to another human being." 

Even in his suffering at the end of 
his life, when he was but a shadow of 
his former self, his pleasant demeanor 
remained the same. He greeted Hispanic 
nurses in Spanish (which he remem
bered from his high school days), and 
had a kind word and a thank you for 
everyone, even when wracked with 
pain and barely able to speak. One week 
before his passing, as he was being car-

I 0 ()nee, hC ~as walking in the haffOThis yeshivU 
from the prouram. When he returned to Albany, he told his 

6 with a rebbi, and they passed by a garbage can 
Shortly after the program got under superiors what had transpired. They overflowing with paper towels. The rebbi raised 

way, the school submitted its first req- were so impressed that they agreed to his foot and pressed the towels down in the can 
uisition for reimbursement from the honor the original requisition even to make room for more. Rabbi Mandel told the 

State. Rabb'. Mandel recei·ved a letter th h th · d t ,{ "lk rebbi a story about a gadol which den1onstrated 
oug e require amoun °1 mt that a tzellem Elokim does not raise his foot in 

1 in response, stating that the requisition had not been used. public in such a manner, even for a worthwhile 

Lngdenied because, based on t:_ _______ ------------------purpose. 
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ried on a stretcher to an ambulance, he ii 

somehow managed to thank the driver 
and medical personnel. 

HIS WAY IN BUSINESS 

The Yeshiva of Brooklyn girls' high 
school was built some thirty 
years ago by an Orthodox builder 

who subcontracted much of the work to 
others. One of his sub-contractors was 
a former yeshiva student in his twen
ties. Before the young man began his 
work, Rabbi Mandel asked what the cost 
would be. The builder replied, "Don't 
worry about it. He'll charge the lowest 
possible price because I'm helping him 
to get started in business:' 

When the work was completed and 
a bill was submitted, however, Rabbi 
Mandel was concerned that it might 
have been overpriced, and he was deal
ing with mammon hekdesh, money that 
had been donated for a sacred purpose. 
Rabbi Mandel had the upper hand, by 
society's standards. He was a renowned 
personality, had not signed a contract 
with the bachur, and the work had 
already been completed. 

Rabbi Mandel dealt with the young 
man as his equal. "I suggest that we 
bring the matter to a rav. To whom 
would you like to go?" he asked pleasant
ly. The bachur replied respectfully that 
Rabbi Mandel should suggest someone. 
"What would you say," Rabbi Mandel 
replied, "if we go to Harav Moshe Bick 
[7"llt J and agree to abide by whatever he 
decides?" The young man immediately 
agreed, and the matter was resolved to 
everyone's satisfaction. 

Rabbi Mandel's ehrlichkeit earned 
the yeshiva far, far more than the cost 
of this young man's work. A few years 
later, the young man enrolled his child 
in Yeshiva of Brooklyn. He became one 
of the school's most loyal and devoted 
friends, using his business acumen and 
connections to help the school whenever 
possible. 

The plot of land upon which the 
Yeshiva of Brooklyn boys' school was 
built was purchased from a young non
Jew. At contract signing, the broker 

suggested to the seller that he subtract 
from the sale price whatever he was sav
ing in tax fees by selling to a nonprofit 
institution. The seller reacted by shout
ing that the money was his and no one 
had a right to take it away from him. 
The matter seemed closed - until Rabbi 
Mandel, who had remained silent thus 
far, spoke. "Tony;' he said softly, "my 
teacher (RavShlomo Heiman) was a very 
great man. And you know what he would 
tell his wife when she went shopping? If 
she was shopping for their family, she 
should never haggle over prices with the 

storekeepers. But if she was shopping for 
the poor family next door - which she 
often did - then she had an obligation to 
try and get the best price, because these 
people had almost no money, and every 
penny saved was precious. 

"Tony, if I were buying this property 
for myself, I would not say a word. 
But we're buying this property for a 
nonprofit school, a school that accepts 
children from poor families, for free or 
reduced tuition. That's why we're trying 
to save whatever money we can." 

"Rabbi," said Tony, "you got it!" 
---·-1 
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MAN OF FAITH 

The Gemara relates that as suc· 
ceeding generations grew spiritu· 
ally weaker, the prophets found 

it necessary to focus on a number of 
ethical requirements as an impetus for 
proper observance of the entire Torah. 
David Hamelech established eleven 
such requirements, Yeshayahu Hanavi 
reduced the number to six, and so on, 
until the navi Chavakuk declared that 
strength in one specific area can inspire 

proper observance of all of Torah: "And 
a tzaddik lives by his faith" ( Chavakuk 
2,4). Pure, unshakable emuna is the 
key to embracing all of Torah and to 
overcoming the tests of life in all situ· 
ations. Though everyone who had the 
privilege to know Rabbi Mandel will 
forever remember his radiant smile, 
which reflected his genuine joy of life, 
his life was far from easy. His emuna 
gave him the strength to cope and to 
smile when lesser men could not. 

His first wife, the former Tzivia 
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Delman n·v, passed away in her 
thirties, leaving behind six children 
ranging from ages thirteen to seven 
months. For the next few years, he 
was both a father and a mother to his 
children, mending their clothing and 
doing other motherly chores. Then, 
with Hashem's help, he married his 
second rebbetzin (sister of Rabbi Don 
Ungarischer), who served him and his 
children with great devotion, until 
she took ill seven years ago (may she 
be granted a refua sheleima). During 
those seven years, Rabbi Mandel's 
devotion to his spouse in her time of 
need, and the simcha that he exuded 
despite the enormous difficulties, 
were a lesson to all. 

For fifteen years, he suffered from 
trigeminal neuralgia, a nerve condition 
which causes frequent, stabbing pains 
in the head. At times, all he could do 
to relieve the agony somewhat was to 
sit for hours in a dark room, doing 
nothing but thinking. 

One Shabbos, two women knocked 
on the Mandels' door to see how Rabbi 
Mandel was feeling. As soon as they 
left, he experienced a very painful 
episode. Yet, he seemed overjoyed. In 
response to his son's puzzlement, he 
replied, "One of those women who just 
left recently lost her husband. Seeing 
me in pain would have brought back 
memories of her husband's suffering . 
I asked Hashem to spare me from 
an attack while they were here, and 
baruch Hashem, He heard my tefilla 
- the pain did not begin until they 
left!" 
A grandson once entered his room 

and found him singing" Chasdei Hashem 
ki lo samnu ki lo chalu rachamov." 

He was expressing his gratitude to 
Hashem that the stabbing pains had 
just passed. 

Many years ago, someone said: 
"When Moshiach comes and they look 
around for a Ba'al tefilla, they'll hand 
the tallis to Rav Manis." 

May we soon merit techiyas hamei· 
sim, when once again we will be 
inspired by the soaring tefillos of Rabbi I 
Mm<h= M.ru, M••dd hh0>0 I 
yagein aleinu. !ID 
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