




The Taryag Legacy foundation 
wishes to thank 

MORRIS & DEVORA SMITH 
LAWREJtC£, ftY 

whose generosity and vision 
made the publication 

of this volume possible. 

--- __ ,, ___ _ 

\¥ny do .we r~cite twd · 
wh~lli an'7~ti .rri:i is pe~~ 

/ 

ti\'i 

5 
The obligation to drcum .. , 
a cpttcl is incumbent upo •;2.;;:..;. ... "'f'-~ 

his fath'1:. 14 Jt the father falls to \1 
drcumdslillls son, or If the child 
is an orphan, the obligation falls 
upon the beis din.'s If a Jew was 
not circumcised In chlldhood,'6 

then, when he reaches adult· 
hood, he becomes obligated 
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Avraharn the father and all Jewish fatl1ers after him. 

" 

the sub}:'Cl of tlu! mw, brn 1wo d1nmm1 
bl~~~ttig! (ll<ld~ from !ho!e Of "ll''/VW" 

ond -,/l"l'p'WX''). 11w OrM of1hl!; p~k I~ rerJ1e::1 by IM 

Hash11m ... Wliu ha~ mmmamh•i us 1ry}l11ti!l1jJ cflt'Unk'!· 

mmJ. Mtd 11w M"r.ru\<I. fl'~~IVM tor the t:o1hM ot tM 

chUd, I!: l!'JllomlK'roln"tl~10'l:l'1';1Utll ... 'l'lll/"l~;n:I 

!1Jle8RoW aw }·~1J, llMhl!m , , Who luls f<>lnman.1"1 w 
ro bring him mm thl' 1.werumt qi Mraham Avimi) 

ion whether 1hc latter blen!flll ii r«lted ~1 IM 

abiu.n!ll! of the fathN, atld If so, by whMt, ~'*' Rdm· 
barn. 1111. M!lah 3:1. and Rmivad~ r.omJt\Pllt them,) 

~ DEl'!~~NG TH~-'.!~~_!.J:_E_!!I~~~-~ 
h~ !lr!ll blesslng. -.~, '1)1, • I• dea~y 
nwam w 8<!Ne illl a /Jll'llm Mm!tti!ah, a 
bl~Ssll\!i /JI\ 1!m ot'f'Ot1Unlty lo 11<rve Wf 

rm'1(11 lh<> mltzV1ll1, hilt 111~ timtllrnt of 

1Jk'!lM~\j), "111'1);'1')." lfi lN~! di,~/. 8!>111<' 
mid lh~1 u la a /1»~ 11t1m11nah rnw 1!w 
1ig 1c> t/i•! m:1 ol dn:u111cl~ICJ11 ot hon.! U<•" 

bf' rt<dl~d )<l~t as well .1!!<'1 the m1l<.1 
jihl§ ~~•N1~1l\Mt I~ ""' univ~ 

Mabamha, J\'ll<lrhlm ·r.,, dN!ltl!\s1talc 

Wm, as •1uoirnl by fo"aftJS 1lwm, I~ of 
/Jlf'<:/uM lulslievw.·h ;m" nu1~1prm::e<l"11 
<if 1lw rn111vah, Crnw~mcty, <JIJwn; ma 
If "ltr»,.," Is a /Jirl<tig hmmUmh. !I C>lll 
llw mlhih. 'rltlri uph11<li\ Wiii 1111 tWl•ll 

II. THE l'URl'Olil! OF TH£ 
--~-~L_.!'~!!~~--

he prop<.Jsllkm llw1 111e J 
l~ .1 /Jl!lmt ham11Z11ah 

!Jl\l!':!i lh<'k>aq1;,,,,1irn 
l1.l!<11LJ'1lm: N•mnlll!y, whm ~"' p~lfum 
vah I~ 1irnm.iuxl w 1u1 alJ"l11. tJm nih' I 
m~ lh•• pm1<~p.-d, \II 1he ww WI~> 11 
i«m ~•>li/.>tt I/ii IJ&.Jth,,. !I 10- S~lt~J ti 
mi il!Jl'IU uJ ttm follmr ('"'' law ~ ,md 
Im rN:ll..S tll<' hll>!l~lr~ "•~'N." W1l)I 
te<~1rj a 51-'tt~ld blP.!lolnp,1 m"IJ'll>.;1&111W 

~·,;~/Wl!l;,"'"llfit.-1.c <'IH<fly />J!> l'<"if 
SIW!11al ,,fi,,'WN!'!i hn\'!1 IJ"'"' gwnn !< 

1t11th~r (Wlt11111! llN' <\W?!1w "r 1liL<l lllt 



Stit.,tt' :Sn 
@ 



ewish 
BSEINER 

fHE JEW'ISM OBSERVER 
{ISSN) 002.!-66!5 IS l'llllLISJ-IED 

MOr•n 11!.Y. EXCEPT JUl.Y & .Al iG(ISl 

A;>;O A COMBINED ISSUE FOi{ 

.]ANllARY/h:BRUA!IY. BY flH: 

AG!IJ)AT!l [SRAfl_ OF AMERICA, 

42. BtWAllWAY, NEW YO!lK. NY 10004. 

l'ERJOOICALS POSTAGE PAI!) 11'; Nr-:w 

YOl{f(, NY. StJBSCHJl'TION S25.oo/Y!;All: 

2. YEARS, S4B.oo: 3 YEARS. S6.9.00. 
OrrrSIDE or TllE l!;>;ITED STATES (l_'.S 

FllNDS DRAWN ON .A US llA1'K ONU') 

$15.00 SURUiAJH;E l't:!l YEAR. S!NGJ.r 

COPY S3,50; Ou1srn~: NY AHi:.\ S3.95: 

FOREIGN S4.50. 

POSTMASTER: 
SEND A!)JJIH'.-~,, Cl·IAr"CES ro: 

THE JEWL~H OllSFRVf.:I{ 

42. HROAD\\'AY. NY. NY !0004 

rn 212.-7.97-9000, FAX 646-2.54-1600 
PntNlTD !'.'; fHE USA 

8 

----=l 
IN THIS ISSUE 

ON THE AGENDA 

6 WHEN THE LOSERS WIN AND THE WINNERS LOSE, 

Rabbi Nissan Wolpin 

8 EMBRACING DISCR!MINAT!ON, Rabbi Avi Shafran 

POSTSCRIPT 

10 RABBI SAMSON RAPHAEL HIRSCH AND EVOLUTION, 

Rabbi Joseph Elias 

14 BEARING WITNESS TO (HURBAN EUHOPE, 

Dr. Meir Wil<ler 

TELLING IT LIKE IT IS - SOMETIMES ... 

16 WHEN SoMEONE's LIFF Is IN YouR HANDS, 

Debbie Mairnon 

23 "So WHAT IF SHE's OLDER THAN Mc. 

i 
j 

/:(/i/uria/ Board 
R .. \BIH .IOSFPH ELIAS, ( hairnlml 

RABBI AIH~A BRUDN) 

JOSJ·:Pti l'IHUH.NSON 

RAIHll YisHOU. ME!!t l\JRZ'.'<ER 

RAl:lfll NossoN Scuui .. 1AN 

PROF. AAIH)N Twt;RSKI 

3 7 Yaakov Salomon 

h!llll(kf'i 

Dn. ER.">IST I.. HoDJ-:"-HElMUl l"I. 
R>\BIH MOSHE S1n:ru:R Z"!. 

Almw_qemc111 Board 
'i>l.FTOU HJHSCH, ISAAt: KlRZNEll, 

RABll! S!!!.OMO L!'SIN, 

MRS. Lt:..UJ ZACiFU!c\1i"1· 

Ad1'1'rlisi11g .\fw111gcr 

Pli!H.lSHU) flY 

AGliDATll ]SRAEL OF AMEIHCA 

.S. TRADE DISTTllBIJTOR 

FEl.DliElM PUBl.lS!lERS 

2011 A11port rxccutil't• !t1di 
Nanucl. ,\')' H>fJS4 

81~1TtSH REPRFSE!'dATIVI' 

M.T. B11H:LM1\N 

(;ro1·1c1mr \l(Jr/1s 
Mo1Jntl'lcuwm1/-/i/J 

Lo11do11 /-5 9NL l:A'CIAAD 

l'REl'\Cll REl'!lESJ-:NTATlVE 

RABBI 8A .. 1BERGER 

21 Fio11/ewrd Jt1t\ha111· 
57000 Met::, /-'RA,.\'(L 

ISl~Al:U Rf.PflESEN"IATIV~; 

INTNJ .. MEDIA PLACt.MEN-1 

1'013 71!!5 I f!7 Jof]ii Road 
}cru1okm .94-140. ISNAU 

IH.l.GIAN REPRESENTATIVF 

Mrt. E. APTEH 

Lange Kiff1/str. 29 
!Wl/J A11/B·c1p. BU.Cfl1M 

SOUTH AFRICAN !H:l'HESF.NTATI\'~: 

MR. \I. TABACK 
/>()Box 31532, 

Rocdnw. }ohonne>bury 
2124 SO//'JJ-1 A/-NICA 

44 

l'l-fE JEWISH OBSERVl·:R DOES NOT ASSUMF 

ru:SPONSllHLITY FOR TllE KASlllH s OF ANY PHODllCT. 

l'\JBLICATION, OR SERVICE ADVElrIJSED t1" ITS PAGES 

© COPYRIGHT 2006 

l\USTHAt.!AN n1·:P1n:SE:";TArJ\'E 

Dn. A. DINNEN 

77 /JirriqoRood DECEMBER 2006 VOLUME XXXIX 

L' """"IMl~"'""~A/ 'IR4/JA- -N0~--9- ----- --------- --------------- -

31 RABBI MORDECH.AI MILLER ?··~r, 

Rabbi Akiva Tatz 

37 THE MITZVOS WEREN'T MINE, 

a poetn by Bracha Goetz 

NEW FRONTIERS IN KIRUV 

38 BRINGING DROPOUTS HOME. VIA THE ALPS, 

Rabbi Leib Kelman 

44 REFLECTIONS AND CONNECTIONS, 

Rabbi Yehoshua Binyamin Falk 

BOOKS IN REVIEW 

45 A V!TAL PREREQU!SITE, REVIEW OF FIVE GREAT 

LEADERS, Rabbi Hillel Goldberg 

51 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

STATEMENT OF POLICY 

THE JE\\'!SH OBSERVER !!AS l)E\101ED A GtH;,\f DEAL OF SJ'1\Ct·. TO 

l ffE PERILS OF TllE INTERNET AND TO THE NEED FOil E\IERYO"IE TO 

in: EXnn:MFl.Y VICILANT IN ITS USE. WF HAVE ECHOED THE PLEAS 

OF OUR GEDO UM THAT IT SHO!JLD NOT SF l:'\I \!SF. UNU·:'SS JT JS AN 

\J;'\;A\IOIDABl.F 1'ECESSITY, AND TllEN O'Xl.Y WITH ALL Slll'fAULE 

SAFE(,1•1\HDS. \VHJLE ITS f);\N(;f:flS MUST BE HECOGNlZJ·:D AND COI\-

\'ROI.LED TO EVERY l'OSSJBLE DEGREE. OUR 1;EDOLIM RECOCNIZ~: Tl-IA! 

MA~Y PEOPLE AJ\;D BUSINESSES REQL;nu: ns USE. AND THEHEFOIH-: t1 

HAS 'XOf BEEN Bc\NNUl. THIS rs WHY WE ACCEP'! ADVE!U"JSEMENIS 

USTJ_N(, WEBSITE ADDRESS~:S. IU!T IN NO WAY DOES ·1111S IMPLY ·11tA'I 

' 
Hi!' GJ-:DOLJM Oil THE JEWISH 0BSEHVER CO"IDONF ( ASl Al !_l'J> O< 

fHF lvn:R1'>ET. 



r-=---
1 

6 

Ot·:Cl·:MDER 2 0 0 6 

... --, 
- ----·---------- - --- --------- - -- -- - - --------- - --- - - ----- - - ----- --- --- - ----- - ------------ -------------------- I 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

When the Losers 

and the Winners 

----- --- ----- - - -

\SRAEL IS A BUT ERETl yi:El 
fREE COUN1RY \S A HOlY l 

In a free 1ociety, any group 
can promote any cause. 

no matter how i\\.conceived or offensive 

h holiness of treiz 'forae\ is defiled when behavior the Torah 
Butte . d nits1011 
considers deeply 11nfu111 celebrate o 

t when the Holy Land's ho\iest City, ]erusa\em. 
A\\ the greater is the i~sul 
ii chosen for the dis~onor. 

,. a ride parade" \s a deliberate 
An event \1ke the p\anned g Y p •h )ewiih re\igiou1 tradition 
provocation. an unprecedented affront to' e 

and .,\1 who chemh 1\. 

-ateurs are mdefensib\e, 
ThrN\I of violence again\\ provo. 
but ra1s1ng our voices in anguish 11 necessary. 

No one sen11tive to the import of holiness. r 
face1the1-\o\y C:ly each day m praye. 

no one who f h 1 nned event in 11\ence. 
can suffer the thought o t e pa 

ar1 at th11 reminder of our E~ile and 1he 
May our pain an~ our te _ ! the safety and secunty 

rnent of our Torah be a merit or 
debase _ 1 the ]ewiih People 
-and 1J\t1rnate redemption -- o 

I t was a n1atter of two opposing 
visions of Jerusalem on a collision 
course. 

It is more than 1900 years since 
Jerusalen1 \Vas destroyed. VI/bile it has 
been rebuilt over the past century, it has 
yet to be restored to its early glory, as 
the place where the Shechina prevails. 
"fhus, at every vvedding vve sing the 
verses from Yirmeyahu's prophesy: "Od 
yishan-za ... be'arrei Yehuda u'vechutzos 
Yerushalayim ... Again there shall be 
heard ... in the cities of Yehuda and in 
the .... streets of Yerushalayitn ... the 
sound of joy and the sound of hap-
piness, ... and the sound of the bride
groom and the sound of the bride" 
( Yirmeyalw 33, 10-11 ). We sing these 
vvords at the conclusion of every chupa, 
as we anticipate celebrating the fulfill
ment of the sanctity of the city through 
the sanctity of marriage and Jewish 
family life .... This man and woman will 
be together for life, creating a setting 
for the Shechina to reign, as It will one 
day over the City ofJerusalem .... This 
is one approach. 

And then there is a group of people 
who subscribe to a perverse mode of 
"family life,'' defying nature as well as 
Scripture. They had planned to parade 
through the streets of Jerusalem, pro-
claiming their choice to the world. 
What prompts them to engage in this 
dramatic display of perversity? It can't 
be for defensive or counter-offensive 
reasons. "fhere are no actively enforced 
civil laws or restrictions address
ing their private conduct. Why nlust 
they go public? Is it a recruitment 
action? Or is it over-compensation 
for a debased C()lnmitment to an open 
violation of Torah law, which vievvs 
their practices as to'eiva - abo1ni
nation? What compels them to this 
in-your-face defiance of the Giver of 
these laws? 

Rabbanitn fro1n across the spec
trum of kehillos, communities and 
yeshivas decried this projected parade 
and called on our people to raise our 
voices in objection. And we did. (See 
the copy of an advertisement that 
appeared in the Jerusalem Post.) 

---------------------~~reo-ver, \Vean~-o~rlead-ersw:J 
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not alone. Some 80% of the Israeli 
population expressed their disapproval 
of the chosen venue for this parade. The 
n1ayor, the prime n1inister and the chief 
of police appealed to the organizers of 
the event to hold it else\vhere, but by 
order of the Israeli Supreme Court, 
the decision was left in the hands of 
the Attorney General, \vho refused 
to "bo\v to pressure." LTltin1ately, the 
organizers did agree to reschedule the 
event, and convene it as a rally in the 
Hebre\v University arena instead of 
as a n1arch through the city's streets 
because of the con1bination of a crisis 
bre\ving in Gaza and threats of violence 
by Chareidi activists. So the proponents 

I n the process, the Chareidi world has 
111ade an indelible n1ark in public 
perception, but not as defenders of 

Jerusale1n's sanctity or protectors of our 
people's n1oral values. Some youths in 
Meah Shearin1 - \Vith the encourage
ment of a sprinkling of American thrill 
seekers in Jerusalen1's Torah institu
tions - repeatedly set fires to garbage 
bins, blocking traffic, dan1aging public 
and private property in protest of the 
scheduled event, coupled with threats 
of further violence, should the planned 
parade take place. (To be sure, the 
Jerusale111 police force was present with 
typical free-s\vinging, indiscrin1inate 
"enforcement.") The Supren1e Court 

Their perverse approach once lacked 
the credence to require a response. 

No longer is this the case. 
The unmentionable has become a 
household word. The loser won. 

of a deviant lifestyle lost. 
But not really. One of their goals 

\Vas to gain acceptance for their prac
tices as an alternative \Vay of life, and 
while that did not happen, their life
style advanced from being without a 
place on the screen of Jewish life- akin 
to idolatry, which is also forbidden 
but largely non-existent - to a status, 
which, though rejected, nonetheless 
occupies a place in the range of con
ceivable options. 

This approach once lacked the cre
dence to require a response. No longer 
is this the case. The unn1entionable 
has become a household word. The 
loser \Von. 

took the threat of "wild and crazy 
protest" into account, and prevailed 
on the leaders of the planned parade to 
reschedule the event, to the agreen1ent 
of all concerned. 

So the Chareidim won, but at the 
expense of another prophetic vision 
- that of Zecharya (8,4-5): "Ko amar 
Hashem Tzevakos-Thus says the L-rd 
of Hosts, 'Old men and old women 
shall yet again dwell in the streets of 
Yerushalayim .... And the streets of 
the city shall be full of boys and girls 
playing in the streets." In Zecharya's 
ideal Jerusalem, our elders and their 
progeny will delight in the prom
enades of the Holy City, unfazed by 

any invasive intrusions. They \vill glo\v 
with fulfillment and joy, with no fear 
of pollution from depraved ideas, no 
dread of in_iury fron1 garbage cans set 
aflan1c hy Chareidi protests, no shame 
of belonging to an uncontrollably vio
lent segn1ent of society. Consider, then, 
hovv far the streets of today's Jerusalen1 
are fro111 Zecharya's vision. And picture 
for a n1oment ho\v non-religious Je\vs 
view their Chareidi brethren with dis
n1issal and contempt. 

It see111s that the \Vinners in this con-
frontation have lost, after all. - NW 

............ ........ ----- _J 
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RABBI AVI SHAFRAN 

0 NA HE 
AGENDA 

'' The administration's rationale for 
separate-gender public education may be 
pedagogical, while our own is essentially 

religious, but there is more than minor 
overlap between the two, born of the 

realities of human psychology ' ' 

Embracing Discrimination 

I n the early 90s, when I served as 
a rebbi and menaheil of the boys' 
division of a yeshiva high school 

in Providence, Rhode Island, I once 
called the local school board to arrange 
a board-sponsored driver's education 
class for a group of talmidim, and one 
for talmidas in our girls' division. 

The official with whom I spoke was 
aghast. "A separate class for girls!" she 
exclaimed. "That's blatant discrimina-
tion, and against the law." 

I tried to explain that my request no 
more discriminated against the girls 
than it did against the boys, that the 
separation of the genders was part of 

RABBI SHAFRAN SEHVES AS i\Gl'DATI! ISRAEL 

our school's policy for religious reasons) decision in the courts, but Education 
and that religious freedon1 was also a Department officials expressed con-
concern of the law (not to mention a fidence that the new rules will pass 
touchstone of Rhode Island's history). legal muster. 
But the official was unyielding, and the The impetus for the reassessment of 
classes never came to be. what constitutes illegal discrimination 

I couldn't help but wonder how under Title IX, a 1972 federal law, was 
she might have reacted to the Bush research suggesting that at least some 
administration's recent announcen1ent children learn better in single-gender 
of ne'v rules allowing school districts environ1nents. 
to create single-gender classes, and However future studies n1ay pan 
even entire single-gender schools. And out, though, it is encouraging to see 
to the fact that the move was backed consideration at the highest levels of 
not only by political conservatives, but government of the possibility that boys 
by urban educators and legislators on and girls may be different in the ways 
both sides of the political aisle, as well. that they learn, and that the case for 
To be sure, the usual amalga1nation sa1ne-gender education cannot be waved 
of civil rights and women's groups away vvith unthinking accusations of 

OF A~n:RlCA's DIRECTOR OF PtrBUC AFFAms AND 

As THc .%rnRKAN ,,,RECTOR,,,.'" t:rnAn, Tm (and Senator Ted Kennedy) dutifully immoral discrimination. 
AGllDAT!! !SllAEL-INSPlll:ED EDUCATIONAi. OUJ- COJ1demned the administration's deci- rfhe administration's rationale for 

L'""~'' "~'"
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0

'"'''---~-~--s10-n-an~threatenedt~~hallen-g~h~-~parate-gen-der public education.:J 



be pedagogical, while our ovvn is essen
tially religious, but there is more than 
n1inor overlap bet\veen the two, born of 
the realities of human psychology. And, 
\vhatever the reasoning, that the issue is 
being addressed honestly and objectively 
is healthy and heartening. 

It holds out the hope, moreover, that 
charges of discrin1ination in other areas 
might also be considered not through 
the muddled lens of the word's con
ten1porary pejorative meaning, but in 
its original, benign sense - as per the 
An1erican Heritage lJictionary's first 
entry: "able to recognize or draw fine 
distinctions." 

Son1e such distinctions, of course, 
inform observant Jevvish life, and occa
sionally co1ne into conflict \Vith conte1n
porary society's notions of "equality." 

We certainly do not - or, at least, should 
not - discritninate on the basis of race, 
national origin or disability, but we are 
most unabashedly discriminating about 
a number of other things. 

Like, to take one example, the defini
tion of marriage, an institution under 
relentless attack these days. A number 
of countries have radically redefined the 
tern1, one state in our own republic has 
already followed suit, and several others 
- most recently New Jersey, through 
a ruling by its highest court - seem 
headed in a sin1ilar direction. At issue is 
\vhether marriage defined as it has been 
since the days after the Ma bu/ is, in the 
eyes of state constitutions, inherently 
"discrin1inatory." 

Well, yes, it is. It discriminates among 
a variety of arrange1nents, some of 

Combine MIND BODY and HEART to fully 
utilize your Chanuka experience 

• Enrich your MIND, with Master Daf elucidating the 
Chanuka-related gemaros 

• Energize your BODY, with Master Mishna Brura on 
the Laws of Chanuka 

• Expand your HEART, with Master Mussar elucidating 
Michtav M'Eliyahu-Chanuka 

A 6 audiotape/cd series for only $49.50 (price includes S/H) 

Write to ak18@neto.bezeqint.net or call 011.972.3.579.4067 
Coming soon: Master Tosfos on Mesechta Kiddushin 

Maggid Shiur: Rabbi Avi Kosman of Bnel Brak A Project of the S/abodka Yeshiva 

PINCH.AS ..M::.A..N"DEL 
Over 50 years experience in Kvura in Eretz Yisrael 
Serving tfie North American Publtc and Funeral Industry 

7N1l!I' )'1N J'N Tl11Jj7 )lN )Jj71j7 

Personal responsibility throughout service - NOT JUST ''PAPERWORK" 

ORIGINATOR OF THE PRESENT RABBINICALLY APPROVED METHOD 
Highly recommended by Gcdolai Hador- Herc and in Eretz \'israel 

1628-42nd Street, Brookl)•n, i'T 11204 

l}ay &Night phone: (718) 851-8925 
)JJP'l:lN1~l:lNj7 )Jl"i' - )'1:l 1Nl nll:l::l)J 'll~ 

Kavod Haniftar with Mesiras Nefesh and compassion for the bereaved family. 
TAHARAS HANJFTAR SHOULD NE\'ER BE COMMERCIAIJZED 

\vhich violate one of the Sheva Mitzvos 
Bnei Noach (not to n1ention the 'forah's 
laws for Kial Yisroe/) and the deep sensi
bilities of countless civilized (and even 
some less-than-fully-civilized) people 
around the world. 

But it does not discri1ninate, in the 
\Vord's negative connotation, against 
anyone - any n1ore than defining apples 
as fruit son1ehow wrongs tractors. 

Because \Vords have 1neanings, and 
"n1arriage" is a word. And discri1ninat
ing souls care about protecting it. IT'.l 
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RABBI JOSEPH ELIAS 

nab/Ji Joseph Elias's article 011 Rabbi S. 
R. Hirsch's vieivon the 'I'hcoryl'.fEvolution 
(JO Sept. '06) i11spired a n11mber of letters. 
rrlze following is his response. 

O
riginally, l had planned to 
respond to each letter indi
vidually. I--Ioy.,rcver, there \Vas 

a considerable nun1ber. The positive 
responses did not really call for n1orc 
than a grateful acknowledgement (here
with expressed). I would, however, like to 
single out an outstanding, lengthy treat
ment of the topic by Rabbi Shelomoh 
I)anziger, n1orc co1nprehensive than 
1nine but of a sin1ilar approach. Readers 
are invited to obtain copies fro1n The 
]eivish Observer office.1 

As for the critical letters, sonic \Vere 
very long, and above all, Y..'ent in inany 

l The fcwis/1 6/1scrvC1~ office also can furnish a 
refutation of the clain1 1naclc by son1e that the 
Rambanz takes an allegorical view of the Torah's 
account of Creation. 

RABBI ELIAS. WllO >;fo:HVl·:~ A~ Cflc\!!lMAN 01'-tllL 

FD1 l'ORIAL l\OAHD OF THE .fEWIS/I 0EJSl.RV1'.R, !S 

At:lllOH OF Nl-MEROt'S \\'ORKS ON F!ASllKAFA, 

!'\/('Ll'Dl'IG AN 1-:'.'JG!.lSfJ llV\NSl.ATIO"\; Of-' RABBJ S. R. 

Hrnsc11's N1:vto"f'E-.Tt\' l.r:Trt<'RS (f'El.Dllf':IM). 

different directions, and revealed a 
1nisreading of \Nhat I 1.vrote and (1nuch 
worse) of what Rabbi S. R. Hirsch wrote. 
1 will therefore take the liberty of issuing 
a general reply, dealing \Vith the issues 
that they raise. 
L "Rabbi Elias contends that Rabbi 

Hirsch's essay\vas superseded by his 
con1n1entary on Bereishis." I never 
said that; to the contrary, n1y whole 
point vvas that the (~onunentary 
and the Essay arc in full agreement 
in not endorsing the 'fheory of 
Evolution (sec below). The only 
difference bet\veen then1 is that the 
C7huniash Com1nentary n1akes no 
reference to Evolution, \Vhile the 
Essay discusses the topic. 

2. In the con11nen tary to Bercish is 
(1, l l ), Rabbi Hirsch explains the 
phrase" lernino" to mean that "each 
[varied creation] solely \vorks tOr its 
01,vn species, and only allows itself 
to develop within the appointed nar
ro1v sphere of its 01vn kind ( n1y ital
ics)." Rabbi Hirsch emphasizes that 
every plant functions ''vvithin the 
definitely fixed li1nits and according 

~---------- --- - ----·········· ----------------------- --- ···---

to a definitely prescribed form .. 
\Vithin the bounds set for it." "l'hus 
lenzino describes a rigid separation 
of species; even changes that arc 
brought about by "heredity and 
adaptations are 1vithin the narrovv 
lirnits set for each species." This 
principle of"separation of species" 
is reiterated throughout this chapter 
(and else\vhere) as so fundan1cntal 
that it can not be brushed aside. 

3. But do \Ne not find a very dif
ferent definition of len1ino in the 
Essay? And a positive approach to 
Evolution? There are nine pages 
(257-265) devoted tn Evolution. 
Let us read them attentively. They 
begin by \velcon1ing the progress 
of science; they note the n1ovcment 
to\vard the unification of the natural 
sciences; and they express the hope 
tO\vard recognition of (;-d as "the 
Creator of the vvorld's unity" (pages 
257-260). Failure to take this last 
step robs the scientific discoveries 
of a firm foundation. "Son1ebody 
\Nho \vould argue that an accidental 

. '°"''""":'"'"'' ::J 
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duce a building \vith sy1111netricaJ 
proportions \.Vould be considered 
lunatic .... " Rabbi Hirsch next turns 
his attention to the major funda
n1ental problen1s so far unresolved 
by science. He stresses, for cxan1ple, 
that physiology has not succeeded 
thus far- and until \VC receive proof 
to the contrary, \Ve dare say it \vill 
never succeed - in explaining "the 
creative force behind the origin of 
a specifically oriented cell structure, 
not to speak of the impulse, that 
triggers the union of specific cells 
into functional organs ... and fonns 
of life. All the laws of mechanics, 
physics, chen1istry and physiology 
can no 111ore do \Vithout the ()ne 
\.'Vho governs the course of the uni
verse ... ," \vhich the 'forah outlines. 
Yet, \Vith fe\v exceptions, scientists 
reject the concept of G-d as the 
creator - and, above all, insist on 
their theories about the developn1ent 
of our \vorld. i\n1ong the riddles of 
science Rabbi J-1irsch listed in these 
pages arc the rnystcrics that science 
encounters in inan's soul, \vhich 
accounts for consciousness, fi·ccdon1 
of \vill, and \Vhat \Ve call 111an's spirit, 
and he expresses his skepticis111 that 
science \Vill ever find scientific expla
nations. \ 11./e today kno\v that inost 
of its basic problen1s have not been 
solved; in fr1ct, n1any ne\v ones have 
been discovered. (Dar,vin expressed 

n'"V :i.vv} ·1 n:i. j'nn 
A Cliesscd p1oject nm by 
Agudath hrad of America 
in conjunct1011 ll'ith 
Suki & Ding Production5 
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his confidence that in due course, the 
fossil record would prove him right; 
yet, it has not, and the discoveries of 
the Ca1nbrian era have created ne\v 
problems.) In these pages, Rabbi 
Hirsch consistently calls the Theory 
of Evolution "a vague hypothesis." 
"The halls of acadcn1e have seen 
n1any a 'scientific theory' discarded 
as just another notion that has been 
proven erroneous and outlived." 

Yet, those \vho vic\v Rabbi Hirsch 
as accepting Evolution pay little atten
tion to all the \veaknesses to vvhich he 
dra\VS attention, and focus instead on 
one hypothetical sentence of his. "If 
the latest scientific notion ... should 
ever appear to be anything n1ore than 
\vhat it i!i today, a vague hypothesis, 
still unsu pportcd by fact... even if 
this notion vvould ever gain co1nplete 
acceptance by the scientific \vorld," 
\Vrites Rabbi Hirsch, JudJisn1 \vould be 
able to deal \Vi th it [in part, it seen1s, 
by a redefinition of the l<nv of len1ino, 
\Vhich \Ve discussed earlier]. 'fhis pas-
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sage is singled out by all \Vho \Vant to 
sec H.abbi Hirsch as accepting evolution 
- but they overlook its hypothetical 
character. The bulk of his discussion 
of evolution en1phasizcs the n1anifold 
problems of the theory and his doubt 
that many of these problems will ever 
be solved - as the years since he \Vrote 
those words have indeed generally 
shown. And did the theory indeed 
find con1plete acceptance? Despite 
its n1any unresolved problems, it is 
accepted by 1nost scientists - but 
only because it is the sole theory that 
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Rabbi Hirsch consistently calls the Theory 
of Evolution "a vague hypothesis." Yet, 

those who view Rabbi Hirsch as accepting 
Evolution pay little attention to all the 

weaknesses to which he draws attention 

dispenses with a Divine role in the 
origin of our earth - not a reason that 
Rabbi Hirsch would ever accept. 2 • So 
2-·--.~For-exzin1pre·:·-;11--''"ffaGEi---s~·--p:~---~r;rs·cT1---0;1 

Darwinis111," inentioned earlier in this article, 
Rabbi She!o1noh Danziger cites the following 
quotation frorn Sir Arthur Keith, fan1ous anato
tnist and evolutionist: "Evolution is unproved 
and 1111provable. VVc believe it only because the 
only alternative is special creation, and that is 
unt~inkablc (en1phasis added)." 
Also, fro1n Sir John \Vi!lia1n D<nvson (Canadian 
geologist and evolutionist - his hooks, classics 
in geology, include The Story c~f the Earth a11d 
J\11111 and The C'hain of [,~fe in Geo!ogicof l .. Iistory 
(~f Plants): "This evolutionist theory is itself one 
of the strangest phcno1nena of hu111anity. Thal 
in our tin1e a systein destitute of any shadow 

this passage can hardly be used as the 
proof of its universal acceptance. And 
thus, he concludes his discussion in 
these words: "Meanwhile l until there 
will be a real proof for Evolution], 
Judaism should certainly be permitted 
to cite the existence of such a theory 
as a proof that so many of the theories 
consistently advanced by science to 
disprove the Jewish concept of G-d 
and man are subject to change at any 
ti1nc." fi.i.l: 

~~1:--i;~;(;~-~~~-1;~:;-;;;1ea-- ~;~;1)~ ··1·;y-~a·g1:1e-·--;1 n-.;-1 c)-gtes 
and figures of speech - should be accepted as a 
philosophy- is surprisingly strange." 
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A bout half a year ago, Th~ Jewish 
Observer published an article 
through which this author 

joined the mushrooming chorus of 
condemnation in the Chareidi world, 
taking Yad Vashem to task for the spiri
tual travesty perpetrated by their new 
exhibit in Yerushalayim.' In that article, 

l'~'zBearing YVitncss: A First Person Perspective 

DR. WIKLER, A PSYCllOTllERAPl5T AND FAM

ILY COUNSELOR JN PRIVATE l'l~ACTJCE, L.JVES IN 

BROOKLYN, NY. HE TS A FREQUENT CONTHlBUTOR 

ro THESE PAGES. 
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A follow-up Report 
on the Ongoing 

Struggle Between 
YadVashem 

and Chareidi Jewrv 

PostScriPI 11 

Bearing 
ness 

the historical distortions and omissions 
of the new wing that combined to purge 
the display of critical religious content 
were detailed. 

More specifically, visibly Orthodox 
.and especially Chareidi survivors were 
!J:ossly under-represented among 

',_~>t~_e videotaped testimonies screened 
throughout the exhibit. In addition, the 

:;~,<;ountless acts of spiritual heroism dur-
.: Ing the Holocaust were ignored. Finally, 
all of the valiant efforts of the historic 
Vaad Hahatzolah were also excluded. 

In response to this slap in the face 
of Torah Jewry in general and the 
Chareidi survivor population in par
ticular, a nun1ber of journalists, most 
notably Rabbi Yonoson Rosenblum, 
have publicly chastised Yad Vashem.2 
While all of this negative publicity was 
not welcomed by the museum, they did 
not seem to be sufficiently disturbed to 
correct the problem. 

on T\vo Holocaust i\riuseu1ns fro1n a Jewish 
Observer," JO, lviarch '06, p. 42-44 

2 See, for example, "Some Thoughts on Visiting 
Yad Vashem" by Yonoson Rosenblum, Yated 
Ne'enu1n, lv1arch 3, '06, p. 98-99. 

In their May 19, '06 edition, the 
Jewish Week published a letter from me 
summarizing the glaring on1issions at 
Yad Vashem. The June 16, '06 edition 
carried a reply from Iris Rosenberg, a 
"spokesperson" for Yad Vashem. 

In her letter, Rosenberg boasted of the 
religious content of both the Yad Vashem 
\vebsite as well as their International 
School for Holocaust Studies. As for 
the museum itself, Rosenberg wrote 
that, "steps are being taken to correct ... 
crowd flow issues, mistakes that have 
been discovered in labels, texts and 
elsewhere, placement of exhibits, and 
maintenance." Nowhere in her letter, 
however, did she address the absence of 
videotaped testimonies fron1 Chareidi 
survivors, which was the main point of 
my May 19 letter to the editor. 

In August, '06, I was in Yerushalayim 
for a few weeks and decided to upgrade 
the war of words to a face-to-face 
encounter. I asked for and was granted 
a meeting with a representative of Yad 
Vashem. As the meeting was officially 
"off the record;' I am only at liberty to 
quote co1nments that I 111ade at that 
meeting. 

I first attempted to explain exactly 
why Torah Jewry is so upset with the 
new exhibit. "Imagine," I began, "if a 
female survivor came to the new wing 
and saw videotaped testimonies of only 
male survivors. How do you think she 
would feel? Would she not feel as if 
the museum were trying to convey the 
iinpression that no women survived 
the Holocaust? Chareidim feel equally 
dishonored. 

"Regardless of their religious affilia
tions, if the survivors whose testimonies 
are displayed do not appear religious 
and do not sound religious, then for 
all intents and purposes, visitors to the 
museum will assun1e that they are, in 
fact, not religious. 

"Finally, how can you claim to docu
ment the history of the Holocaust while 
co1npletely omitting any references to 
the superhuman, heroic mesiras nefesh 
of those who maintained clandestine 
chadarim and yeshivas, soup kitchens 
and chessed organizations, as well as 
the mesiras nefesh of those who 
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clung to ernuna, bitachon and n1itzvah 
observance under the most unspeakable 
conditions?" 

The representative was not unsympa
thetic and assured me that the admin
istration was engaged in an ongoing 
process of self-evaluation and fine-tuning 
of the new exhibit. As our meeting had 
been "off the record," I asked for a written 
response that \Vould be "on the record.', 

What follows is part of the follow-up 
correspondence I received in Septen1ber, 
'06: 

As I mentioned to you, Yad 
Vashem is currently in the process of 
reviewing the new Holocaust History 
Museum and making the necessary 
changes and corrections. As part 
of that process, the presentation of 
religion in the Museum is also being 
addressed. This includes additional 
testimonies, photos, documents, per
sonal stories and quotes. 

Estee Yaari 
Foreign Media Liaison 

Will Yad Vashem actually deliver 
on their pron1ises to make the neces
sary corrections? And if so, \vill those 
corrections satisfy the sensitivities of 
Chareidi Jewry, in general, and Chareidi 
survivors, in particular? 

The jury is still out and only time 
will tell. If they do honor their word, 
they deserve to be praised. And if not, 
we should continue to n1ake our voices 
heard. Stay tuned. 

lfYad Vashem does, indeed, add tes
ti1nonies from Chareidi survivors and 
other materials to focus on the spiritual 
heroism of the Holocaust victin1s, will 
that be a result of their own internal 
"review" or of the pressure brought to 
bear on them by the negative publicity 
they received in the Orthodox press? 

The answer to that question is not 
· These ancient 
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This article deals with a highly sensitive topic that can 
be - almost literally - a matter of life and death. The 
author portrays the de!!cacy of the issue. The readers 
must consult a competent rav on how to respond to 
situations they encounter. 

The Sllidducb 1111in: 

SHATTERED DREAMS 

Dear Mommy, 
Hope all is well and that you're 

enjoying the last few days in 
Yerushalayim. I'm still holding my 
breath but it looks like things are 
getting serious with Shifra and the 
boy she's dating. His parents want 
to meet her before they go out again 
and we've agreed. Shifra is excited 
and happy. Her feet haven't touched 
the ground yet. 

For me it's nail-biting and heart 
pounding every time the shadchan 
calls. Mr_li_a_nd trembles as I reach 
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SH111n s11111r sa111q 111 ii 

for the phone. The shadchan makes 
some small talk while I agonize 
in suspense. Is it on or off? She 
finally gets down to business. "So 
it looks like they're ready to meet 
Shifra .... Would Sunday be okay?" 
I find my voice and try to sound 
natural. Perspiration runs down my 
forehead. 

Maybe I shouldn't worry so, but 
I'm so anxious. What if word leaks 
out about Dovid and destroys every
thing? I can't forget what happened 
with that other shidduch. 

children and grandchildren. 
Love, 
Rena 

The above note, preserved in the 
pages of a diary-like collection of!etters, 
captures a fragment of a painful saga. 
The saga recounts a time of adVersity for 
the Fein' family, and a wrenching epi
sode - "that other shidduch" - in which 
a kalla-to-be's dreams were dashed on 
the eve of her engagement. 

Rena's husband, David, was in a road 
accident; he'd lost control of the car 
and crashed into a motorcycle, killing 
the driver instantly. The police officer 
claimed Dovid's headlights were off 
at the time. That charge enabled an 
overzealous district attorney to build 
a case of manslaughter against him. 
Dovid was convicted and sentenced to 
six years in prison. 

j,. "'''-_ --

When you go to the Kosel 
tonight before leaving for the air
port, Mommy, please say an extra 
tefilla that Hashem protect us from 
irresponsible people who can do 
so much harm. May He grant us 
rachamei Shamayim and may you 
and Tatti have the zechus to see the 
hemshech hadoros from all your 

l All names an,Cide-n~ti~fy~in-g~in~fo~,-m-ati.011 have I 

been changed to protect p1ivacy_ _ _ _J 
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The stiff sentence stirred an uproar in 

the community but gradually faded from 
the headlines as the case wended its way 
through the intricate labyrinth of the 
appeals court. When Rena moved out of 
state, it was whispered that the turmoil 
and financial bankruptcy had torn apart 
the family. This was untrue. Rena had 
moved to another city to be closer to the 
faci1ity where Dovid was incarcerated, 
so that she and the children could visit 
hin1 as much as possible. 

Two years into his sentence, l)ovid 
finally won his release. The overjoyed 
family moved once more, this time 
to a vibrant young com1nunity in the 
Midwest. With the nightmare behind 
them, they hoped to make a fresh start 
where no one knew of their ordeal. A 
relative set David up in a branch of his 
furniture business and the store pros
pered. The couple became active in the 
shul, and the kids did well in their new 
school and made friends easily. When 
Shifra became unofficially engaged to 
a fine boy from a respected family, the 
Feins' happiness knew no bounds. 

They were planning the lechayim 
when the shadchan called with the 
devastating news. 

"She said the boy's parents had heard 
something that made it impossible 
to continue with the shidduch," Rena 
recalled. "They'd spoken to someone 

gypsies, never settling in one place. It 
was ridiculous. Nothing we said could 
overturn the false impressions they'd 
been given. 

"We were beyond shattered. Shifra 
locked herself in her room and cried 
for days. When you walked into my 
home you almost felt like ... someone 
had died:' 

UNDER THE MICROSCOPE 

I n the embattled zone colloquially 
known as "being in shidduchim,'' 
nothing-not beauty, brains, \Vealth, 

yichus or social standing-can shield 
one from the relentless probing and 
meticnlous scrutiny of the shidduch 
inquiry. Everyone is equally vulnerable 
before that force that ferrets out our 
secrets and makes our private affairs 
an open book. 

On an intuitive level, the entire prac
tice of poking into people's lives doesn't 
feel right. Especially when we ourselves 
are the ones squirming under son1eone's 
microscope, it see1ns outrageous that 
one's privacy is allowed to be invaded. 
What could be n1ore incongruous \Vith 
the Torah's respect for human dignity? 
What of a Jew's mandate to be sensitive 
to others' feelings, to treat others as one 
would want to be treated? 

educational upbringing, family situa
tion, personal attributes and personality 
factors. 

Jn line with this priority, the shar
ing of unsavory inforn1ation, nor1nally 
forbidden by the laws governing shmiras 
halashon, is not only permitted but 
mandatory. 

In fact, the mitzvah of"Lo sa'amod al 
dam rei'echa, Don't stand by passively 
as a fellow Jew is being hurt,'' forbids a 
person to ren1ain silent if he can shield 
an innocent party fron1 hann by disclos
ing what he kno\vs. 

Nevertheless, revealing others' 
secrets is a dangerous business, warns 
the Chafetz Chaim, citing the pas
suk, "Holeich rachil, megalch sod." The 
talebearer and the one who discloses 
secrets are juxtaposed, as if to say they 
come fron1 the san1e odious source. 
"Va'avonoseihe111 shaveh," com1nents the 
Gra. They are equally sinful. 

To paraphrase the Chafetz Chaim, 
even if one is obliged to hinder a shid
duch from taking place due to the need 
to protect one of the parties, if it's 
possible to prevent the shiddnch from 
proceeding without spilling so1neone's 
secrets, one inust 1nake every effort to 
do so. 

WHEN SILENCE ls NOT 

from Bridgeport, where we'd lived at the And yet, the halacha does sanction GOLDEN 

time of the accident. They couldn't see the information gathering process for · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
themselves marrying into the family of the purpose of determining a shidduch's yet, on the flip side, untold heart-
someone who had been in prison on a suitability. Not only does it allow the ache and emotional upheaval 
manslaughter charge. unveiling of a person's private life, it have been caused by the delib-

"We offered to show them the trial permits-within tightly defined param- erate withholding of information. A 
transcripts that proved David's inno- eters - highly sensitive information to Brooklyn-based therapist tells about 
cence. It was no use. The person they'd be passed on to relevant parties. a case she knows of a boy beco1n-
spoken to had raised questions about It does so because of the urgent, ing engaged to a girl from a typically 
the family's 'stability,' about our shalom overriding need for careful screening Orthodox home only to discover on 
bayis. He hadn't followed the case and in arranging shidduchim, noted Rabbi the eve of the chasuna that she'd been 
knew nothing about the appeal that had Yisroel Reisman, msh yeshiva in Mesivta adopted as a newborn, and that her 
cleared my husband. Torah Vodaath, and rav of Agudath Jewish lineage was in serious doubt. 

"Whoever it was had planted all Israel of Madison. The boy was a Kohein - only permitted 
kinds of doubts in the parents' n1ind. Since a stable Jewish n1arriage to niarry son1eone who was Jewish by 
What about 'the psychological impact' depends on a couple's ability to build birth. After consultation with rabbanim, 
a father's imprisonment inust have had a bayis ne'enian on a solid founda- the couple \Vas advised to call off their 
on the children? What about the 'tur- tion of shared values, parents have an engagement. 

I

, moil,' the moving around from place obligation, before going ahead with a Shocked at the bitter twist of events, 
, to place? They'd gotten the impression particnlar shidduch, to explore the boy's the chassan and kalla refused to comply. L'•"="' <><=H>e o~g'''~"~H=lww ~d":__Th=o '"'"" ,;,=~ 
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non-observant relative had offered to 
arrange the wedding, scandalizing the 
families of both parties. The two young 
people and the relative tried to hush up 
the discovery of the kalla's past, but this 
tin1e around, the grapevine was working 
overtime and word spread quickly. 

The couple couldn't find an Orthodox 
rabbi to marry them. Eventually, the 
boy succumbed to the intense pres
sure and called off the engagement. 
The broken-hearted kalla left home 
and moved in with non-frum relatives. 
Furious with everyone and everything, 
she began an odyssey of rebellion that 
swept her far from her emotional and 
spiritual moorings for many years. Had 
the young man been informed about 
the young woman's background at the 
shidduch-inquiry stage, both they and 
their families would have been spared 
this tragic interlude. 

In another case, a young woman 
who had been childless for several years 
discovered that the chemotherapy regi
men her husband had received in his 

adolescent years was almost certain to 
cause infertility. It turned out that this 
information had been known by certain 
family members but deliberately sup
pressed. In response to shidduch ques
tions regarding the young 1nan's medical 
profile, this aspect of the treatment's side 
effects had never been mentioned. 

In addition to the inevitable tensions 
caused by the pain of childlessness, the 
wife's late-hour discovery of the orches
trated silence on such a crucial matter 
strained the couple's relationship almost 
to the breaking point. 

"Even more than being kept in the 
dark, she couldn't accept that members 
of her husband's family had watched 
her suffer childlessness for years, had 
watched her begin fertility testing, all 
along knowing the truth;' a family mem
ber said. "She couldn't stand to be in the 
same room with the person she believed 
was responsible for the subterfuge. If 
she hadn't trusted her husband's word 
that he, too, was kept in the dark, the 
111arriage would have been over." 

Illness shouldn't be an 
impediment to marriage. 

TASS IS 
SHIDDUCHIM FOR YOUNG ADULTS WITH CURRENT OR PAST MEDICAL ISSUES 

A PROJECT OF CHAI LIFELINE 

CATCH-22 

I n an effort to educate the public 
about the halachic criteria governing 
the release of negative information 

for shidduch purposes, Chofetz Chaim 
Heritage Foundation brought together a 
panel of rabbanim to explore the subject 
from various angles. 

A groundbreaking dimension of 
CCHF's Shmiras Halashon programs, 
the presentation, "When Someone's 
Life Is in Your Hands," sheds a great 
deal of light on the complex challenge 
almost every one of us faces at one 
point or another2. 

Sweeping aside many co1nmon 
misconceptions, the speakers, which 
included, in addition to Rabbi Yisroel 
Reisman, Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser, 
Rabbi Yitzchok Berkowitz and Dr. 
Yaakov Salomon, zeroed in on a 
catch-22 at the heart of many shid
duch inquiries. 

"There's a difficult juggling act 
required of a person who is asked to 
give shidduch information;' explained 
Rabbi Reisman. "The Torah is asking 
you to weigh two obligations that may 
be at odds with one another: the need 
to protect the subject of the inquiry 
on the one hand, and the obligation 
to protect the party seeking accurate 
infor1nation. This is a gesher tzar 
me'od. One must walk a tightrope 
between these two priorities." 

The halachic green light to release 
negative information is so fraught 
with the potential to harm people 
that it must be handled with exqui
site care, he explained. Widespread 
misconceptions about this "green 
light" can cause enormous damage 
to people's reputations, livelihood 
and shalom bayis. 

Confidential• Discreet• Sensitive, trained The mistaken notion abounds in 

shadchanim who speak English, Yiddish and Hebrew some circles that the laws of shmiras 
halashon can be suspended when one 

(212) 894·8220 or (877)55SOSTA or www.sostassis.org is responding to shidduch-related 
in Israel (02) 538·2076 queries, since such communication is 

deemed" Zeto' elles," for a constructive 

1£~ purpose. 
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One never has carte blanche to con

vey derogatory information no mat
ter vvhat the situation, the rabbanitn 
stressed. The Chafetz Chaim states 
that the tendency to exaggerate-a 
common pitfall when describing a 
person's faults-is never pern1itted. 
Neither is embellishing or elaborating 
on a character flaw, once the point has 
been n1ade. 

For example, one might legitimately 
caution a friend to stay a\vay fron1 a 
shidduch because the person is less 
than honest, but there is no justifica
tion for adding, "And his parents are 
not intelligent." Or one might respond 
to questions about a girl's level of 
modesty with the comment that her 
attire falls somewhat short of typical 
Bais Yaakov standards, but there are 
no grounds to add, "And she has loud 
and boisterous friends." 

"You CAN Do BETTER" 

Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser noted 
that people tend to seize on an 
inconsequential shortcoming 

and to blo\v up its significance to the 
point of derailing a shidduch. Such 
a person, he said in the name of the 
Steipler ?"'11, "is guilty of shejichns 
dnmim (bloodshed)." 

A Lakewood-based shadchan who 
has successfully concluded scores of 
shidduchim agreed that one of the 
most effective ways to kill a person's 
interest in a shidduch is to advise hin1 
that "you can do better." 

"Such a statement feeds into a 
person's fear of being perceived by 
his friends and family as some
one who couldn't rate a top-of-the
line shidduch. It has nothing to do 
with the shidduch's actual merit 
and everything to do with a person's 
insecurities. In addition, it might be 
the person's friends are jealous of 
hin1-consciously or unconscious
ly-and are not eager for him to get 
engaged." 

This shadchan recalls an incident 
in which a boy and girl were about 

j to become engaged when the boy's 

L ________________ ... . ,. . --- ----- --------·--

father, egged on by an older, unmar
ried sister, decided to call it off. "She's 
not for you," he told his son. He had 
no specific problems with the girl, 
but since no one had "raved" about 
her, "she 1nust be just an average, 
mediocre person." 

The boy and girl were in a quan
dary. They were ready to commit to 
each other but did not want to defy 
the boy's father. They went to Rabbi 
Avrohom Pam ?··:>11, who first heard 
from all the relevant parties, and then 
gave his blessing to the shidduch. 

.- 'ifie ·vari ·ceiebrat·i.;ri· is ·t;; 'lie 
discontinued. The L'chaim (held at 
the time that the engagement is 
announced) should also not turn 
into a Vort. 

FACT, OPINION OR 

ARMCHAIR PSYCHOLOGY? 

The CCHF presentation pointed to 
the constraints the Torah places 
on a person who is asked for 

shidduch information about some
one he dislikes. The speakers cited the 
Chafetz Chaim, who taught that such a 
person might be in a position to spare 
someone from harm by disclosing what 
he knows, yet, the Torah forbids him 
to do so. 

Rabbi Elchonon Wasserman ?":>11 in 

• The menu for the seuda is 
limited to 3 courses followed by a 
regular dessert. 

• No Viennese table and no bar. 
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make provision for exceptional • A one-man band is recom-
circumstances - see full text.) mended. 
• The kabbo/as panim smorgas-
bord should be limited to basic ~~~~~~-~ .~':'~':'~ ~~~~':". 
cakes, fruit platters, a modest buf- •The total cost of these items for 
fet, and the caterer's standard the entire wedding should not 
chicken or meat hot dishes. , exceed $1,800. 
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Kaveitz Ma'amarim, quoted by Rabbi 
Reisman, explains this prohibition with 
a psychological insight. When we dislike 
someone, our ability to view his or her 
personality and actions in an objec
tive light is compromised. When asked 
about the person, we will tend-if ever 
so slightly-to downplay or gloss over 
their positive features and highlight the 
negative. 

Even if we stick carefully to the facts, 
our report will inevitably be tinged with 
our dislike. That will undoubtedly hurt 
the person's chances of being approved 

s~bscribe, or give a gift at these reduced 
prices: as much as 40°/o off the newsstand 
price; the longer yotir subscription, the 
greater your savings. 

Each month, The Jewish Observer wilf 
arrive at your door, filled with the views of 
feading Torah thinkers on current 
tssues ... analyses of Jewish events, focus on 
burning issues, inside reporting, interpretive 
commentary, uplifting biographies, infuri· 
ating letters and illuminating responses -
all within the covers of one magazine, 
The Jewish Observer. 

for a shidduch or job. In that case, far 
better to refer the questioner to so1ne
one objective who will offer a more 
charitable view. 

The rabbanim used several striking 
illustrations to drive home the point 
that some of our staunchest beliefs 
about a person n1ay be based on error 
or hearsay. Before we taint someone's 
reputation by repeating information 
that springs fron1 our ardent convic
tion that "everyone knows it's true," we 
n1ust ask ourselves: Is our infortnation 
firsthand or secondhand? On what 

You and your family will benefit from the 
many article's of information and inspira
tion that they cannot get anywhere else. 

Of course, this offer is unconditionally 
guaranteed; you may cancel at any time 
and receive a full refund for all undeliv
ered copies, no questions asked. 

So order today, and the ve1y next issue will 
be en its way to you as soon as possible. 
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'"'""'=· ='~"' ~ .. ,, ""' I presun1ptions about this individual? ! 
A Brooklyn-based shadchan, -

Rebbetzin Abrams,* recounted the 
following episode that exposes the 
danger of making snap judgments and 
passulinga shidduch without firsthand 
information. 

"When Shimon* and Ariella* finally 
met and hit it off, I felt as if I'd won 
the lottery. Sometimes you have a sixth 
sense that this is 'it,' that the person's 
rnazal is turning around," she said. 
"That's the feeling I had about both the 
boy and girl in this shidduch." 

But Shimon surprised her, doing an 
about-face even before the third date. 

"He called me a day before they 
were supposed to meet. He had heard 
from someone close to him that Ariella 
was actually five years older than he'd 
been told. I knew this couldn't be so, 
but Shimon's inforn1ation came from 
a relative he trusted. The person told 
him that he, Shimon, had been delib
erately misled. Not that someone had 
made a mistake, but that he had been 
"lied to." 

Not surprisingly, the date \Vas a 
flop. 

"I pressed Shimon for the source 
of his information-it was a sister
in-law who had taught Ariella in high 
school. I picked up the phone and 
called her. The sister-in-law was abso
lutely certain about which year she had 
taught Ariella. According to those dates, 
Ariella was indeed five years older than 
she professed to be. She stopped just 
short of accusing me of having lied. 

"! hung up, dumbfounded. I called 
Shimon and apologized. He shrugged it 
off, but I could tell my credibility with 
him had taken a beating. A number of 
months later, a friend of Ariella's asked 
tne to suggest her name to another 
young man. I wiggled out of it, but the 
person kept calling back, urging me to 
red the shidduch. Finally, I decided to 
clarify things for myself. I did some 
digging about Ariella. What I found 
out really threw me. 

"It turns out there were two Ariella 
Hartmans- cousins -who had attend
ed the same high school a number of 
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years apart! Shi1non's sister-in-law 
had taught the older Ariella, not the 
one Shimon had met. She had never 

I 
even heard of the younger one, the 
one we knew. 

""fhe sister-in-law \Vas mortified 
and couldn't face me after this. I tried 
to revive the shidduch, but once a 
shidduch goes sour, it's very hard to 
bring it back to life. I haven't given up, 
though. Speak to me in another few 
n1onths .... I still have a pre1nonition 
that these two people are destined for 
each other." 

Get a cell phone 
from the people 

you can trust! 

-~ 
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THE LOVE IN YOUR HEART 

0 ne of the rabbani111 made 
the striking point that while 
the halacha maps out the 

guidelines for navigating the shid
duch inquiry, the actual implementa
tion -keeping one's balance on that 
slippery slope-requires true yiras 
Sha111ayhn and ahavas Yisroel. 

Repeatedly throughout the CCHF 
presentation, the rabbanin1 stressed 
that the halacha demands that a 
person n1ake an honest assessn1ent of 

his or her qualifications and 1notives 
in conveying incriminating informa
tion. 

Am I the right person to be giving 
this inforn1atio11? Is the inforn1ation 
J'rn offering relevant or inconsequen
tial? Is it fact or opinion? Perhaps it's 
armchair psychology - and I'm giving 
my speculations the status offact. Am I 
conveying this dan1aging infor1nation 
in the least harmful way? 

The imagery of "a juggling act" 
is repeatedly invoked to underscore 
the need to employ all one's skill and 

It hurts 
10 c 

• 

It hurts 

It feels better just to talk about it. That's 
why we're here. Our staff is made up of 

caring and sensitive individuals. Together, 
we can help you explore your options. We 
can refer you to recognized professionals 

for counseling, legal advice or help in 
finding a safe environment. We can also 
put you in touch with some very special 

Rabbis. But in order for us to reach out to 
you, you must first reach out to us. 

Confidential Hotline 1 . 8 8 8. 8 8 3. 2 3 2 3 
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good judgment to be fair to people 
on both sides of the inquiry. One's 
obligation to protect the subject of 
the inquiry must not supercede the 
obligation to protect the interests of 
the one asking for information, and 
vice versa. 

If you truly care for the person 
about whom you inust give negative 
inforn1ation, one of the rabbanin1 
pointed out, many of the halachic 
guidelines will be self-evident. For 
example, you won't have to pore 
over the Sefer Chafetz Chaim to know 
whether you are allowed to convey 
negative feedback if you strongly 
suspect that that information will be 
handled indiscreetly. 

You will correctly surmise that it 
is forbidden. 

In fact, Rabbi Pam is said to 
have urged people not to disclose 
incrin1inating inforn1ation if they 
could accomplish the same objective 
in a less destructive way. "He would 
counsel the person to find a way to 
discourage the shidduch by other 
means, in the least harmful way pos
sible," recalled Rabbi Resiman. 

"The Hosh Yeshiva's inessage was 
that the love in your heart should 
instinctively guide you in finding 
a way to discharge your obligation 
without hurting a fellow Jew." 

Eretz Yisroel's 
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"HAVE PITY ON A BAS 

YISROEL" 

Rabbi Pam's message was 
epitomized in a story told 
by a Miami-based rav, Rabbi 

Berman,'* regarding the case of a 
woman who had been divorced from 
an abusive husband after years of suf
fering. She lived alone for a long time, 
afraid to get into another relationship. 
Finally, after 1nany years, she was 
introduced to a man who i1npressed 
her as a person of kindness and 
integrity. He can1e well recon1mended 
and had a magnetism that she found 
irresistible. Before she knew it, she was 
swept into a whirlwind courtship. 

Shortly before they were to get 
engaged, a worried friend finally pre
vailed upon her to do some eleventh
hour checking before she went any 
further. The woman made a phone 
call to Rabbi Berman, the rav of the 
shul that the man davened in. 

"She wanted to know what the 
issues vvere behind the nlan's divorce. I 
told her I couldn't divulge that infor
mation to a stranger over the phone," 
Rabbi Berman recalled. 

"She said she understood and asked 
if I could vouch for the man's ehrlich
keit and yiras Shamayim. I hesitated, 
since I had serious reservations about 
him but had no right to disclose these 
feelings under the circun1stances. 

"She was quiet for a moment and 
then said to me, 'Rabbi Berman, I 
understand why you can't tell me what 
I need to know. There's no reason why 
you should trust me: Her voice broke 
as she continued. 'But I need your 
help. l can't go through another bad 
marriage. Please, have pity on a bas 
Yisroel. Please tell me the truth about 
this person. I promise you I won't let 
it go any further.' 

"This woman's sincerity, her des
peration, came across the phone wires. 
I felt as if she were caught in this man's 
spell but at the same time sensed 
sornething unknovvn that frightened 
her. I couldn't refuse her. I told her the 
gist of what I knew about the divorce, 
that the issues had revolved around 

the husband's rages. 
"This man, as charming as he 

seemed most of the time, especially 
in public, had violent outbursts of 
temper in private and refused to get 
help. If the newspaper was missing a 
page he wanted to read, that could 
trigger an explosion. If there was no 
milk left for his morning coffee, he 
went around clenching his fists or 
slan1ming doors. 

"Without going into any of these 
ugly details, I told her the bottom line. 
Without professional help, I said, this 
man was poor husband n1aterial. For 
someone who had been through an 
abusive marriage, the shidduch would 
be disastrous. 

"The woman was so grateful to hear 
the truth, she could hardly speak. It 
seems that she had been so charmed 
by this fellow, she couldn't think 
rationally anymore. Whoever prod
ded her to call me may have literally 
saved her life.'' 

"Hachayi1n veharnaves beyad 
halashon;' the passnksays. When applied 
to shidduchim, the life-preserving and 
life-destroying power of vvords reaches 
cosn1ic din1ensions; those words deter
mine the course of untold future 
generations of Kial Yisroel. Shouldn't 
knowing ho\-v to correctly harness this 
awesome power be among a thinking 
Jew's highest priorities? 

The author would like to thank the 
Chofetz Chaim Heritage Foundation 
for its help in preparing this article. 
The insights and enlightening material 
in (<When Sorneone's Life Is In Your 
Hands" and other CCHF materials are 
gratefully acknowledged. - D.M. 

To be sure, in dealing with shid
duchim information, one cannot 
rely on one's own knowledge of the 
people and their circumstances in 
ternzs of their actual status; nor can 
one depend on one's own judgment 
regarding which information must, 
may, or niust not be conveyed. This is 
a highly complex, sensitive area, and 
must be submitted to a qualified rav 
for guidance - Editor. fl!] 
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YAAKOV SALOMON 

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF 

RAV HIRSCH 

Three weeks ago, l did something 
I have never, ever done before. 
I danced at the edge of a cem

etery. 
J guess if anything ever deserved an 

explanation, that certainly does. Here's 
the story. 

It \Vas a last n1inute decision. 
Mrs. Bernstein had been teaching for 

30 years and had never attended a Torah 
Umesorah convention - a conclave 
designed to help inspire and instruct 
teachers in religious schools across the 
U.S. But "for some reason," this year, 
her principal thought she should go. 
Son1etin1es, that's how remarkable sto
ries become reality. 

And so there she was that late May 
Shabbos afternoon, in an audience with 
700 other women, listening to Rabbi 
Paysach Krohn. She had heard Rabbi 
Krohn speak several ti1nes in the past 
and always found his talks invigorat
ing and thought-provoking. This time 
was no exception. Rabbi Krohn had the 
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audience riveted \Vith his customary 
brew of drama, scholarship and wit. 

"Everyone knows that there are thou
sands of wonderfol, capable single men 
and won1en who are eager to get mar
ried," he thundered. "The problem is 
very complex and so are the solutions. 
But one of the possible avenues to 
explore in helping to alleviate this very 
painful i1npasse is for 111en to consider 
n1arrying won1en who are older than 
them. 

"There's really no reason in the 
world why men are so locked in to this 
idea that their \Vives must be younger. 
Widening your field of opportunities 
can make a big difference." 

Most of the heads in the audience, 
Mrs. Bernstein's included, \Vere nodding 
in agreement. It did make sense. The 
notion that n1en need to be older than 
their spouses seemed to be one of those 
premises that just took on a life of their 
own, for no particular reason. 

"As a matter of fact," continued the 
rabbi, "one of the outstanding Torah 
personalities of the 19th century, Rabbi 
Samson Raphael Hirsch, not only mar
ried a woman who \Vas three years older 
than he was, but also proclaimed the 
virtues and advantages of his uncon
ventional choice. 

'"I have 1nany goals and aspirations 

won1an \Vith a mature and responsible 
attitude that will help me fulfill those 
objectives. An older woman can do 
that."' 

Rabbi Hirsch's biography is known 
to all. He was Chief Rabbi of Moravia in 
the mid-l 800s and an influential mem
ber of the Austro-Hungarian Parlia111ent 
before n1oving to Frankfurt. There 
he was the rabbi of a community of 
just 11 families which eventually grew 
to many thousands. His philosophical 
publications, The Nineteen Letters, and 
Horeb, as \Vell as his monun1ental con1-
mentaries on all of Torah, Prophets, and 
Writings, have becon1e staples in nearly 
every Torah home. This was a man 
whose every step of life was a lesson to 
generations that followed. 

ECHOES OF A CONVENTION 

SPEECH 

Those \VOrds \Vere still reverberat
ing in Iv1rs. Bernstein's mind the 
next day \.Vhen Mrs. Gru1nan 

called. She knew of Mrs. Bernstein's son, 
Zev, and wanted to suggest a shidd,,ch 
(match) for him. 

After extolling the virtues of this 
potential mate, Mrs. Gnunan swallo~ 



once or twice and confided, "I might as 
well tell you up front. The young woman 
is older than your son:' 

Zev was 24 and had been dating 
less than a year to that point. All of the 
women he had dated had been younger 
than him, so why would he consider 
someone nearly two years older? 

And yet, the timing of this suggestion 
was too incredible to be ignored. It was 
just 24 hours ago that "for son1e reason," 
she had heard a plea for men to consider 
women who are older and a story about 
a great Jewish leader who had done just 
that. Mrs. Bernstein tentatively contin
ued to inquire about the young lady's 
personality and background. 

"Tell nle more about Esther;' she said. 
"Tell me about her family." 

«Well, her mother's maiden name 
is Hirsch. As a matter of fact, she hap
pens to be a great-granddaughter of 
the famous Rabbi Samson Raphael 
Hirsch." 

Mrs. Bernstein could hardly catch her 
breath. She probably looked around for 
the hidden can1era, thinking so1neone 
was playing a prank on her. l~he "coin-
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cidences" were clearly too unlikely to 
be mere chance. 

Mrs. Bernstein described Esther to 
Zev, and noted the rather remarkable 
signs that accompanied the whole pro
cess, Zev, not surprisingly, agreed to 
meet Esther. 

I'll spare you the suspense. A few 
weeks later, they were engaged. 

hnagine the surprise when soon 
after, Rabbi Krohn received a call from 
a woman he had never nlet or spoken 
with before - Mrs. Bernstein. 

"You don't know me;' she told him, 
"but I owe you a great debt of thanks." 

She went on to detail to hin1 in 
rapid fire how she had never before 
attended this convention, heard his 
unusual appeal, received the call from 
Mrs. Gruman the next day, had been 
told the Hirsch family connection, and 
now they were engaged. 

"You really are the matchmaker here;' 
she said. 

NEXT STOP - THE CEMETERY 

T his extraordinary story does not 
end here. And I still owe you an 
explanation as to how I came to 

dance at the edge of a cemetery. 
For the past few years, Rabbi Krohn, 

a close personal friend of mine, has 
somehow found time to lead an 8- 9-
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day sumn1er tour of i1nportant Jewish 
locales in Europe. Every year, he begs me 
to join him, to supplement his talks with 
brief lectures, musical acco1npanitnent, 
spirit, and camaraderie. "For some rea
son," this year, I finally agreed. An 
American group of 70 very special souls 
ventured to Gern1any, Prague, Austria, 
and Hungary from August 7-16. 

The trip was a remarkable one. Every 
moment was meticulously planned for 
many months in advance. The itinerary 
was spiritual, uplifting, pensive, mourn
ful, picturesque and jam-packed. 

On the morning of day 2 of the trip, 
we boarded our double-decker tour 
bus in front of the Arabella Sheraton 
Congress Hotel in Frankfurt. Next stop 
- the cemetery and gravesite of Rabbi 
Samson Raphael Hirsch. Thirty minutes 
later, we crowded around the hallowed 
and noble monument of this legendary 
figure and heard Rabbi Krohn's descrip
tion of the accomplishments of this 
fearless, spirited, and brilliant sage. 

But what moved the crowd most 
was when he told the story of Zev and 
Esther, how they met, and the role that 
Rabbi Hirsch somehow played in their 
holy union. Needless to say, the group 
was duly impressed. His next words, 
though, put the story on yet another 
level of disbelief. 

"I have no doubt that somehow ... 
son1ewhere ... this saintly man orches
trated these highly improbable events. 
Don't ask me how. But this trip was 
organized many months ago - before 
Zev and Esther even met. How could he 
have also known that we would be here 
- at his very burial place - just hours 
after their wedding? Zev and Esther got 
married in New York last night!!!" 

I felt a distinct chill travel up my 
spine. I stole a glance at my fellow travel 
mates. Some gasped; a few cried. No one 
was unmoved. We had all experienced a 
sensation of the sublime. It was one of 
those moments that was as inexplicable 
as it was exhilarating. It was a moment 
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ally, added our own silent prayers and 
requests. No one doubted that we were 
standing in a very holy place. 

"foR SOME REASON" IN 

A MINOR 

After visiting a few other graves, we 
quietly exited the imposing cemetery 
and made our way toward the waiting 
bus. But Rabbi Krohn had one final 
message for us. 

«A cemetery is, of course, a very sad 

place," he said. '<But how can we leave 
here, having experienced this extraor
dinary event, without dancing for the 
chassan and kalla (groom and bride)?" 

Seconds later, guitar slung over my 
shoulder, on the sidewalk in front of this 
historic memorial ground, I strummed 
an A minor and led the group into a 
spirited celebration of wedding ecstasy. 
None of us even knew the guests of 
honor, but it didn't matter. As if appear
ing at the wedding itself, we joined hands 
and danced and sang like never before. 
Several people whipped out video cam-
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eras to capture this unforgettable scene 
of utter joy, unity, and providence. 

Several hours later, Rabbi Krohn 
called the new couple in New York 
- married all of one day - and told 
them what had just transpired. They 
were equally moved. Zev said that they 
would love to incorporate our dance 
into their wedding video. 

Somewhere .... up in the heavens .... 
"for some reason;' I have a feeling that 
Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch was 
smiling. 

And so was his wife. ;J;J 
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RABBI AKIVA TATZ 

EARLY FOOTSTEPS OF A 

DISCIPLE 

rubi Mordechai Miller was born 
1921 toRebTodrosandShaina 
iller and was raised in London. 

The Millers were renowned for their 
kindness and charity and their respect for 
Torah scholars. Reb Todros, a business
n1an, was one of the financial backers of 
Schneider's Yeshiva in London. He sought 
out Rabbi Dessler as a private teacher for 
his son, a move that turned out to affect 
an entire generation in a \vay that is now 
part of modern Torah history. 

Feeling that the regular chedel" cur
riculum was inadequate to bring out 
the potential of a child as talented as 
Mordechai, Reb Todros forged the con
nection between rebbi and ta/mid that 
was to last twenty years and yield pro
found changes on a number of levels: 
AKIVA TATZ IS A TEACHER AND All'IHOR IN T!-IE 

FIELD OF JEWISH OUTREACH. HE WAS TRAl!';ED l"i 

MEDICINE IN SouTll AFRICA Al'iD SUBSEQUENIJ.Y 

PURSUED TORAH STUDY IN ISRAEL HE CURRENlLY 

TEACHES AT T!H-: JEWISH LEARNING £XCHANGF 

IN l.ONDON. HE Wl\.S PERSONALLY INFUIRNCf;D 

BY RABBI MILLER AND HAS DEVELOPED MANY ()F 

RABB! Mll.LER's TEAC!-1!1'\GS IN HIS LECltJRES AND L ..... = ..... __ ----

in the learning of certain areas of Torah 
thought at a depth that was previously 
inconceivable in the modern era, in the 
teaching of deep and genuine n1ussar 
to the post-war generation, and in the 
founding of a unique center of won1en's 
learning that was to prove a key in 
the rebuilding of Torah in a way that 
appeared impossible previously. 

Years later, Rabbi Miller would say 
that the morning blessing of"Who pre
pares the footsteps of man" always had 
a special meaning for him - he would 
think of the footsteps which his father 
took that brought him to Rabbi Dessler. 
Rabbi Dessler initially consented to spend 
an hour each week with Mordechai, but 
soon increased the frequency of their 
sessions when he saw his talrnid)s unusual 
talent, explaining that he himself was 
gaining from their learning. 

The Miller family spent the war years 
in Dublin, where Rabbi Miller learned 
with Dayan Aloni, an alumnus of the Telz 
Yeshiva. This learning arrangen1ent was 
set up by Rabbi Dessler, who urged Rabbi 
Miller to cherish the opportunity (not 
all teachers would so readily "share" an 
illustrious student). During this period, 
Rabbi Dessler sent ma'amarim to Rabbi 

Miller; fron1 these 1na'a1narim, 1nuch 
of Michtav Me'Eliyahu (Rabbi Dessler's 
major work) later evolved. And during 
this period, Rabbi Miller, too, developed 
many of his now classic shiurim, sending 
each to Rabbi Dessler for his opinion 
and co1nment. 

From Dublin, Rabbi Miller moved to 
Gateshead on Rabbi Dessler's advice to 
immerse himself in full-time Torah study. 
At Rabbi Dessler's suggestion, he asked 
Rabbi Naftali Shakovitzky, the renowned 
rav of the town, to learn Shulchan Aruch 
with him, which led to an association that 
had a profound effect on Rabbi Miller. 
Rabbi Shakovitzky recommended Rabbi 
Miller to Rabbi Rabinow in London for 
the bestowal of semicha with unusual 
praise, and Rabbi Rabinow gave his 
semicha to Rabbi Miller. 

PRELUDE TO GROWTH IN 

TORAH 

I n 194 7, Rabbi Miller married Gittel 
Bindinger, a descendant of the Noam 
Elimelech. She was one of the first 

students of what was later to become the 
Gateshead Seminary, during the time that 
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· Rabbi Dessler was teaching there. She 

absorbed Rabbi Dessler's vision of building 
Torah greatness, and it was Rabbi Dessler 
who saw her as a suitable match for his 
ta/mid; she was to stand at his side during 
half a century of realizing that vision. 

During their engagement, Rabbi Miller 
learned in Schneider's; the rosh yeshiva at 
that time was Rabbi Zeidel Semiatitsky, a 
gaon whose personality and unusual style 
of teaching made a lasting impact on 
Rabbi Miller. He subsequently returned 
to Gateshead to deliver talmudic shiurim 
in the yeshiva, and also gave shiuritn on 
the Ramban; his unique talent for clarity 
and simplicity n1ade hin1 a master teacher. 
He was soon asked to take the position of 
mashgiach- spiritual guide and mentor to 
the students. Rabbi Dessler, however, had 
other plans for his prodigy. 

Before the war, the idea of a full time 
kolle4 where young men would learn in 
the years following their marriage, was 
unthinkable in England. Rabbi Dessler's 
vision was to replant that which had been 
lost during the European destruction - the 
gad/us of Torah - and he saw that this 
would be possible only with full time devo
tion. This would require women of depth, 
women who appreciated the scope and 
importance of such a project, to become the 
wives of the young men who would devote 
themselves to such learning. But which 
young women then had the idealism and 
the understanding of the centrality of Torah 
that are necessary? Rabbi Dessler's goal was 
to set up such a kolle4 and alongside it an 
institution that would teach and inspire 
young women to choose that idealistic path. 
Together, they would re-ignite the process 
of building Torah greatness in England 
and beyond. 

The idea of providing girls witl1 a formal 
and deep Jewish education together with 
teacher training was conceived jointly by 
Rabbi Dessler and Mr. Avraham Dov Kohn, 
who became the principal of the institution 
from its inception until his passing. Rabbi 
Dessler established the Gateshead Kolle! 
in 1941, and he and Mr. Kohn set up the 
Gateshead Seminary in 1944. It remains to 
this day a beacon of outstanding quality in 
the Torah world. Rabbi Dessler's foresight 
thus provided the key to much of today's 

L~h achievement~- ----------

"THE SEM" - ITS FAR

REACHING INFLUENCES 

The Sen1inary has been astonish
ingly successful in realizing its 
goals. Fe\v enterprises can claim 

to have attained exactly what they set 
out to achieve as accurately as the Jewish 
Teachers Training College - "the Sem," 
as it is known to generations of women 
who have passed through its course of 
serious Torah study, teacher training, 
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a life of Torah labor and achievement. deep change in the Torah world. Many 
Its thousands of graduates are testimony years later, Rav Shach said to Rabbi and 
that the Sem transmits consistent depth Rebbetzin Miller: "You have not only 
of thought and character, and an unusu- the seminary to your credit, you have 
ally high level of instruction, including all the yeshivas." 
halacha, combined with dignity, refine-
ment and a sense of modesty and purity 
- elements that are not ordinarily easy 
to con1bine. 

The Sem's influence extends beyond 
immediate calculation: its graduates are 
the individuals, mothers and teachers 
who are passing on a mature and deep 
appreciation of Torah and Torah life 
to broad circles of their children and 
students throughout the world. 

Rabbi Dessler chose Rabbi Miller to 
direct the educational program of this 
institution, and in this position for over 
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USING HIS GIFTS 

R
abbi Miller was a gifted indi
vidual who used his gifts with 
\visdom and chein to powerful 

effect. He changed a generation, but 
not only through his Sem girls; Rabbi 
Miller was an outstanding teacher of 
men, as well. He would say: "Any shiur 
that I would not give in the kollel I 
would not give in the Sem - he applied 
the same exacting standards always, 
and for his Wednesday night shiur, his 
home was crowded with yeshiva n1en 
who came to hear a unique exposition 
of the world of machshava (Torah 
thought); many have said that it was 
those shiurim that made bnei Torah 
of them. Over a span of fifty years, 
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he gave chaburos in Maharal, Ramchal 
and Nefesh Hachayim, in addition to 
the famed Wednesday and Shabbos 
shiurim. In Gateshead and beyond, 
at Seed seminars, where he was the 
principal lecturer, and elsewhere, he 
developed an approach to the areas 
of machshava and hashkafa (Torah 
outlook) in countless listeners. 

He also demonstrated how to teach 
effectively. One of his techniques 
was to begin a shiur with four or 
five fascinating and see1ningly unre
lated questions, and then proceed to 
develop a theme of major importance 
which wove together and resolved 
all the issues. His books are basic in 
their field. They are the first reference 
consulted by many when studying 
the weekly Torah readings or the fes
tivals for mussar depth, or preparing 
presentations in this field. The books 
contain only a small fraction of the 
weekly shiurim he gave in Gateshead 
over the years; many 1nore exist in 
the treasured notes of generations of 
Sem girls. 

But perhaps most fundamental 
are his general hashkafa shiurim. The 
weekly shiur was always ne,v, but these 
now-classic basic shiurin1 were always 
the same. Many students and teachers 
the world over have collected the series 
in recorded form; it forn1s an unsur
passed core reference for the entire 
breadth of Torah hashkafa. Based 
solidly on Rabbi Dessler's teaching, 
these shiurim develop an approach 
to Torah thinking and are basic for 
modern scholars of Torah and of the 
human mind. The series embodies a 
fundamental approach to basic issues 
in Torah thought, many of which 
would have been taken for granted by 
"forah thinkers of previous generations 
but have become dulled and faded in 
the modern mind. 

The series rebuilds a skeleton for 
all Torah thinking without which only 
a distorted and incomplete approach 
is possible. This alone is a gift that 
would have justified his life's work. 
These shiurim probably form the 
1nost definitive recorded exposition i 
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and besides Rabbi Dessler's written 
material, certainly form the definitive 
explication of Rabbi Dessler's Torah. 
Rabbi Miller often teaches using per
sonal exa1nples, illustrative incidents 
that he experienced in his relationship 
with Rabbi Dessler. 

One of the many elements he taught 
us, again based on Rabbi Dessler's 
teaching, is how to dissect a profound 
statement of the Sages in logical 
and penetrating fashion. The atten
tive student discovers not only the 
illutnination of the particu1ar pieces 
studied, but more importantly, the 
keys to U11lock this material generally. 
These keys are not com1nonly known 
or taught; many serious scholars of 
Torah who can confidently approach 
halacha material feel unqualified to 
properly approach the deeper areas of 
Torah thought in a cogent and orga
nized fashion. Rabbi Miller, applying 
Rabbi Dessler's process, taught us how 
to find that path. 

-.c In-depth Limudei Kodesh 
curriculum 

"- Intensive Hashkafa-Machshavah 
Studies 

"· Shiurim delivered by renowned 
Mechanchim & Mechanchos 

1>,. Prominent Guest Speakers 

PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT: 

A SCIENCE AND AN ART 

Rabbi Miller's talents and achieve
ments extended beyond teaching 
Torah texts. Mussaris the science 

and art of studying the structure of the 
mind and soul, and applying the resul
tant wisdom to the task of developing 
the personality. Rabbi Miller was a clas
sic exponent of that science and that art. 
His own refinement of character was 
striking; through the veil of his disarm
ing n1odesty, it shone out. 

He taught us how to be a serious 
oveid, one who works seriously on hin1-
self and his relationship with Hashem, 
and yet, he managed to convey this to 
us with a light touch and a sense of 
humor. He \Vas intensely focused on 
developing the spirit, both in himself 
and in those who were fortunate enough 
to have bin1 as a teacher, and yet, that 
intensity was cloaked in sparkling good 
nature. He was powerful n1ussar in a 
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light wrap; a n1assive interior \Vith an 
unusually pleasant face. He had a grace 
and a natural ease; he was focused on 
mussar without falling into the trap of 
a pompous and weighty style. 

He could suffer the ravages of illness 
and shine \Vith humor sin1ultaneously. 
During times of intense suffering, he 
would indicate his appreciation of the 
fact that he remained blessed with his 
mind and his power of speech. 

His integrity was meticulous. \!\Then 
asked the routine, "How are you?" he 
would answer, "Happy;' because he 
could not honestly say, "Well"; that was 
honest and avoided complaining. He 
was deep and sharp inwardly and yet 
so mild outwardly; only the occasional 
and necessary demonstration of the 
interior power alerted the observant 
student to its presence. And that, of 
course, 1s tnussar. 

He was also a teacher of the science 
and art of mussar. When Rabbi Miller 
visited South Africa n1any years ago, 
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a young doctor and a teacher were 
introduced to him among many others. 
The next day, during a discussion of 
the problem of maintaining sensitiv
ity against the dullness of habit, Rabbi 
Miller included a specific example of 
this problem as it affects a doctor and a 
teacher, and showed a strategy for each 
to overcome the difficulty. They realized, 
then, that this teacher was teaching not 
only his subject, but his listeners, per
sonally and individually. 

He used humor and pleasantness as 
a way of teaching. He could answer a 
query or make a point relevant to the 
personal growth of the questioner in 
such a non-threatening way that the 
recipient enjoyed it even when the mes
sage was critical; he reached - apparently 
effortlessly- behind the defenses of the 
listener's facade. 

OTHER AREAS OF TALENT 

Rabbi Miller had other talents, 
too. He was gifted at the study 
oflaw, which he had undertaken 

before entering his life's career of Torah 
learning and teaching. His graduating 
dissertation was an encyclopedic and 
brilliant comparative treatise on the 
Talmudic sources of the spectru1n of 
matters dealt with in British civil law, 
a subject he chose in order to remain 
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within Torah even during his legal 
studies. 

He taught us how to be a talmid. His 
first meeting with Rabbi Dessler was 

There is only one 
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in itself the beginning of an education 
- Rabbi Miller would tell how Rabbi 
Dessler took an inordinate amount of 
time to answer even the most 1nundane 
of questions at that meeting because 
he was then going through a period of 
intense work on focusing on the cor
rectness of every word he spoke. 

But do not take Rabbi Miller for 
a repetition of Rabbi Dessler. Rabbi 
Chaim Shmuelevitz used to say that 
a taltnid is not one who can say what 
his rebbi said - that is simply a tape 
recorder. A ta/mid is one who has 
so absorbed his rebbi's wisdom and 
approach that he can say what his rebbi 
would have said. Rabbi Miller was no 
tape recorder. He was a talmid. In his 
shiurim, he transmits many of Rabbi 
Dessler's teachings by describing an 
incident he witnessed or experienced 
in his relationship with Rabbi Dessler; 
in doing so, he brings to life the issue, 
his teacher, and not least, Rabbi Miller 
himself. 

Moreover, his sons and sons-in-law 
are all taltnidei chacha111in1 and 111arbitzei 
Torah of note; his many students extend 
his teaching beyond measure. 

Rabbi Miller also left an indelible 
mark on this generation through his 
direct contact with thousands of talmi
dim ve'talmidos (disciples) mushpa'im 
u'mushpa'os (those whom he influ
enced), and on the many thousands 
1nore who studied and grew fro1n his 
books, Sabbath Shiurim (three volumes 
to date) and Yom Tov Shiurim. 

That is the beginning of a descrip
tion of the teacher that we have lost. An 
exponent of n1ussar who showed how 
a highly developed personality need 
be no contradiction to the conquest 
of ego. How to be full of character and 
empty of artifice. How to make the 
most rigorous personal standards and 
absolute integrity seetn natural. He was 
a private oveid Hashefn whose style vvas 
pleasantness and humor. fie vvas tnussar 
in theory and practice. 

In the \Vords of one of this genera
tion's Torah luminaries, it is as if Rabbi 
Dessler has left the world again. But it is 
inore; in his passing, we have lost both 
rebbi and talmid. li'l 

--- ---------------------------__ .. 
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BRACHA GOETZ 

I got the costume right, but 
For years, the mitzvos weren't mine. 
Or, they didn't feel like they were. 
The actions - and the blessings, too, 
Were awkward, 
Then shallow, 
But I said them anyway, 
Hoping for a day like this. 

The deeds, the prayers, even the thoughts 
Endured, stiff and inflexible -
But at least not destructive 
Like other thoughts, words, and actions 
Once had been. 

From a very negative point, 
I had moved a long, long way up to position 
Zero. 

But now, it has even 
Inched. above that. 
Today, a simple blessing spoken 

. 4fl:~i:,~~g1.1g.>f!~P~~ge, 
ing UilSPt:i!J>:<ttl>ly 

Sitting by my kitchen table, I 
Soared all the way to Yerushalayim 
And back again, to reveal the present: 
A body and soul that is getting in sync! 

Nothing drab about this world. 
These actions, these words, these thoughts, 
They can reveal the essence of everything, 
And everybody. 
They are making me into who I really am. 

For years the mitzvos weren't mine. 
But thank G-d 
I guess it takes time and 
Practice 
For thoughts to transfuse, 
For words to soak in, 
And for stiff, inflexible steps to 
Begin flowing into 
The most genuine dance . 



LEIB KELMAN 

A SEQUESTERED COLLECTION 

OF FAILURES 

W at happens when a "Child 
t Risk" moves past being at 
isk, gives up kashrus, Shabbos, 

mitzvos, and yeshivos and leaves home? 
There are homeless children - children liv
ing in shelters or with total strangers. Some 
are drug and alcohol users, so1ne are angry, 
some are living with other boys and girls 
in apartments. Who tries to salvage these 
neshanzos? One "Outward Bound" -type 
program tries to help, as does "Our Place" 
in Flatbush, but these are not year-round 
residential programs. Rabbi Avroho1n 
Novick of Ramal Bet Shemesh has set 
up such a program for English-speaking 
children. He has 15 boys in a remote, iso
lated location, far from temptations. The 
alternatives to this yeshiva progran1 are 
non-existent; either he succeeds, or we lose 
these boys. I recently spent a few days there 
observing, visiting and participating. 

Here I was, the week before Purim, sit
ting with fifreen boys, the worst failures of 
the American and Israeli yeshiva systems ... 
boys from fourteen to sixteen years old 
from frum, established, "together" families, 
who have rejected Shabbos, kashrus, daven
ing, and just about everything else that their 
families and yeshivas stand for. Not a white 
shirt nor a pair of slacks \Vas to be seen. 
Long hair, body piercings) jeans, and tee
shirts were the uniform worn by many. All 
these boys, many of whom were estranged 
from their families, were assembled in a 
small room in a building in "the back of 
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beyond:' in Dalpe, Switzerland. 
I was totally unprepared for this sight: 

Fifteen boys- some with yarmulkas, some 
with caps, and some bareheaded - sitting 
and listening to a niussar discussion. 

My eye was caught by the person at the 
center of the discussion, an unprepossess
ing and mild-mannered individual who 
was quoting from the Chassidic classic 
Kedushas Levi. The boys were attentive and 
even participated. There was a strong group 
discussion about responsibility. The discus
sion grew heated, with the Rebbe eliciting 
sincere and even emotional responses. The 
discussion was intense and left n1e shaken. 
How could these boys, seemingly so angry 
and full of rejection, have such sincere, 
soul-searching conversations, and what 
were they leading to? But let me start from 
the beginning, and the beginning is a co1n
bination of the Rebbe; a most extraordinary 
individual, a Bi ale Chassid, Rabbi Avraham 
Novick; and the unusual location. 

NEW LIFE IN A DEAD-END 

I flew from New York to Zurich and 
then to Lugano to meet with the Biale 
Rebbe, Rabbi Ben-Zion Rabinowitz, 

N"V":>v, the mentor of this yeshiva. After a 
brief stop, I drove about sixty-five miles into 
the Swiss Alps. Dalpe is a tiny village, north 
of Lugano, sporting one general store, no 
post office and a tiny bar/inn that's open 
one hour or so a day. Dalpe is at the dead 
end of a valley that is primarily a place for 
sun1n1er ho1nes for the lowland Swiss. Most 
of the homes are boarded up for the winter 

RABBI KELMAN IS ASSOCIATE !JEAN OF PROSPECT or abandoned. Not exactly a description of 
i PAHK BNOS LEAH liIGI! SCHOCH., IN HHOOKLYN, NY. an inviting, exciting place to visit or to live 

~~~"''"'T AmARANcc "'"'" "A_c-Es-·. ___ i_n_. T-h-e-la-nguage spoken is mostly Italian, 

with a smattering of Swiss-German. 
Pecisely for these reasons, however, 

Dalpe has become the home of a yeshiva 
that caters to the most unwanted native 
English-speaking high school students 
from America, Canada, England and Eretz 
Yisroel. The boys cannot talk to the locals, 
not that there are many locals to speak to. 
There is no place to "hang out;' no place 
to buy alcohol (the local bar/inn won't sell 
them more than half an ounce of schnapps 
or beer), no place to run into drugs. No 
place in \vhich to socialize, or anyone to 
"socialize" v.rith. No cinen1a, no mall, no 
internet cafes, literally nothing for the 
boys to do, and even better, no way to get 
into trouble. 

The Biale Rebbe has insisted that each 
boy do at least two hours of strenuous 
physical activity each day. So they either 
go for walks, ski, go snowboarding, or are 
taken to a nearby b'}'ffi for weightlifting and 
workouts. Yet, despite the drab surround
ings and the Spartan life, I don't think that 
a single one would just walk away from the 
program. They are committed and work
ing and growing each and every day, ofren 
despite themselves. 

Rabbi Novick forces them to confront 
themselves, look at their actions, discuss 
their inotivations, accept responsibility 
and to be accountable for all their deeds, 
actions and misdeeds. Rabbi Novick told 
me that after such grueling sessions twice 
a day, they are exhausted, and sleep deeply 
and long. 

The night that I arrived, I attended the 
evening group learning discussion. rfhe 
rebbi was telling the boys, "You're going to 
go home soon, either for Pesach or later. 
What are you going to tell your friends 
about this place? You'll say how hard you 
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worked, or how hard the sessions were! 
They'll ask you about a typical day. You'll 
say that you get up late, maybe daven, 
maybe not, eat a late breakfast, go out for 
two hours of play, eat lunch, do school 
work for your high school diploma, eat, 
use the Internet, learn again, and watch a 
video. They'll never understand how hard 
you're working, how difficult it is to be 
honest and open:' 

Shortly after arriving, I realized that 
the probability of having a minyan for 
Shacharis even on Rosh Chodesh was 
very low. There is no rule for mandatory 
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davening. I offered to use part of the food 
supplies that I brought (potato, cheese 
and spinach borekas) for an enhanced 
Rosh Chodesh breakfast -seuda for anyone 
corning to daven. The cook immediately 
offered to prepare three kinds of eggs, as 
well. Wednesday morning, I was gratified 
to see not only the five frum men but also 
seven students! Not all of the boys put on 
tefillin and davened; some did both, some 
did one or the otl1er, and one sat there the 
\vhole tin1e to ensure a n1inyan, but didn't 
daven himself. 

After davening and breakfast, I asked the 

This Chanukah, 
give yourself 
the gift of 
security. 

rebbi why he didn't simply require the stu
dents' presence at minyan. They'd all listen 
to him. His answer was that pressure and 
demands would not get them to be self
motivating for the rest of their lives. Using 
"one-to-one" talks, group discussions, and 
1nussar shn1uessen works far better. His 
results speak for themselves: yarmulkas, 
haircuts and davening are appearing with 
increasing frequency. One boy - the one 
who came to 1ninyan but wouldn't daven 
- has now not been mechallel Shabbos for 
six weeks in a row. Rabbi Novick's tech
niques are straight-forward: simplicity, 
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honesty, consistency, and easily understood 
rules and repercussions. 

REVEALING INCIDENTS 

Some of the sessions that I watched 
unfold were very revealing, as were 
some incidents described to me by 

the boys and their parents. Before I arrived, 
two events took place. First: the boys, and 
in particular, that week's kitchen-dining 

room clean up staff (two boys each week) 
decided not to clean up after dinner before 
the I 0 PM deadline. They felt that the time 
was arbitrary and that just as "nighttime 
mitzvos" are acceptable if done any time at 
night, so, too, should cleanup be acceptable 
if done by midnight. They immediately 
lost their night privilege, which is to see a 
movie at 10:30 PM. Throughout the day, 
talks took place as to whether or not they 
shmtld capitulate and clean up before I 0:00 
PM, or defy the rule and clean up later. If 
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they were to clean up, the video that night 
was to be Schindler's List. By 9:45 PM, the 
decision seemed to have evolved that they 
should give in and clean up. The kitchen 
boy, A., valiantly began to clean, but - alas 
- it was too little too late, and it appeared 
as if he wouldn't make the deadline. I was 
sitting in the beis midrash/dining room 
considering giving him a hand when sud
denly three boys appeared and started help
ing. Later, at that night's group discussion, 
A. stood up, visibly moved, and for the first 
time (for him) connected with the group, 
<Uld thanked them not just for helping, but 
for making him feel as part of a chevra that 
cared for each other. 

The second incident: the previous night, 
a boy poured something on the head of a 
dozing student. Rabbi Novick does not 
tolerate this type of behavior, and there was 
a serious discussion benveen the perpetra
tor and the rebbi. Hours later, at the group 
discussion, this young boy expressed his 
regret at what he did, and the realization 
that every act has consequences. He also 
said that he's finding it harder and harder 
to do "bad" things because he sees a picture 
of the rebbi in his n1ind, and is re1ninded 
that every act has ramifications. 

A letter came one day from the Swiss 
Rail and Transportation Ministry demand
ing payment from a student who had used 
the local transportation system without 
showing his pass. They wanted the fee plus 
a fine, and outlined a series of escalating 
fines, unless it was paid instantly. The boy 
scoffed and said that he'd ignore it, as they'd 
never catch hi1n. 

At that night's session, the cook came in 
and said that many of the students are not 
notifying him of their choice for the daily 
lunch. The students who go out for activi
ties can stay out for a short ti1ne and return 
for a hot lunch, or stay out longer and take 
sandwiches. But they have to tell him what 
to prepare. Obviously, a real "no-brainer"! 
But the same student who had gotten the 
rail-fine letter started shouting, "Lunch is 
coming to us. I don't have to n1ake a res
ervation to get LUNCH! Everybody wants 
the same thing;' he said. 

Everyone turned on him, and - one 
at a tin1e ~ explained that he was being 
inconsiderate, for no good reason. We're 
all in this together. 

- - ··------------------------------------ ··---------------------- -- --·------------------------------~ 



It was as if he suddenly understood 
something after five or six months. The 
reality hit home: actions have consequenc
es. This awareness is the first real step for 
the students, and a major accomplishment, 
without which there can be no further 
progress. 

A father of one of the students told me 
that he called his son shortly after a series 
of petty thefts from the dorm rooms. AB 
they were talking, he heard the rebbi'svoice 
announcing: "No food for anyone unless 
the robber comes and talks to me:' The 
father asked, "Is this going to work? Will 
the ganav confess?" 

"Don't worry;' said his son. ~'You don't 
understand that the rebbi doesn't bluff. 
What he says, he does. If it takes three days 
ofno food, the rebbiwillstarveusforthree 
days. And when we find out who made us 
starve for three days, we'll take care of him;' 
he continued. 

Two hours later, the son called his father 
and told him that the thief had given in, 
and there haven't been any repeat incidents 
since. 

Each day after lunch, when the dining 
room-beis midrash became quiet, I sat bya 
window with a dazzling view of the snow
coveredAlps and learned And each time, I 
heard a low voice leining Megillas Esther. I 
was told that this boy, N., was determined 
to leinthe MegillaonPurim,and that if he 
~911\d,his father was going to. come, listen 
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being way off the "derech" to wearing a 
yarmulka, putting on tefilllin, and davening 
every day. He is (as are many others) com
pleting his high school work and getting a 
diploma.Heassuredhisparentsthatwhen 
he returns for pesach, he'll look "normal;' 
referring to hair and clothing. 
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tance- from Dalpe to Brooklyn, and heard 
a beautiful Megillas Esther, and cried. 

The boys with Rabbi Novick are pro
gressing ... maybe not all as fast as N. For 
some, I was told, the process may take. 
much longer ... years. But all are~~~- : 
able, given time and, of COU!'Se,pi9n ··· 
1,he C9!U!UOlfity J~. !I. 



LOOKAT KIRUV 
HARAV ASHER WEISS, N"\J'J'll 
CONVENTION SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE 

YO /\RE INVIT D TO THE 19TH 
INT RNATIONALAJOP CONVE 1 

JANUARY 1 16, 2007 

HE MARR!C)TT HUNT VALLEY INN e BA llvtC)!ZE, MARYLAND 

ALL 

NEW 

FORMAT 

THREE PACKED DAYS Of INTENSIVE PROCRAMS DESIGNED 
TO STIMULATE, EDUCATE AND ENERVATE' 

THREE DAYS OF INTENSE NETWORKING. 
THREE DAYS OF INTENSE LEARNING. 
THREE DAYS OF INTENSE OPPORTUNITY. 

DON'T MISS•\ lv\INUTE OF THIS NJEW THREE DAY CONVENTION' 

WITH THE PARTICIPATION Of GEDOLE! Y!SROEL, MACHZIKEI TORAH, 
AND THE TORAH WORLDS FINEST IN KiRUV 

I1aRav Shmuel Kamenelsky, N"\J~';:lv 
HaRav Yaal~ov Perlo\\'1 N'"v•?v 

RABBINIC AUTHORITIES 

[.(av Yaacov I-Iaber 

Rav Chanan Gordon 

CONVENTION CHAIRMEN 

La"'rcnce Katz, Esq. 

PRESIDENT 

Op ASSOCIATION FOR JEWISH OUTREACH PROGRAMS 
CREATING LEADERS. PROVIDING TOOLS. EMPOWERING PEOPLE. 

- RABBI YITZCHOK LOWENBRAUN, NATIONAL DIRECTOR 
TEL• 973-597-1552 EXT. 7 • FAX• 973-597-1553 • E-MAIL• CONVENTION@AIOP.COM • WWW.AiOP.COM 



AJOP CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS 

MoreiJu Ha Ra';' Slrm~e.l ~~ip~netsky •• • M<?:~~~ HaR~';' Ahron ElelJ1U~11 
HaRav David Cohen. ••HaR;w Reuvei:r Leu.~Jifer .· • HaRav ~i~h<Jl ~\\'<J~~~i i ;I.I~~~';' B~r!ll(}ershenleld 

HaRav T zvi Hersh Weinreb • HaRav Asher Weiss • •• Rav Baruch;Yebudah. Gradon 

Ravcyltzc~ok ~cll~rst~ln 
Dr. i'{<t~h<>!Il;,,\~~"l ;<. 
Rav Shi~Sl'•.~p/sdprf 
Rav lv1.<>r~Tc\iith;Be.c:Be< 
Rav Harv•Y,J3<!hvs.ki 
R.,v AzrfolB~rnha!Il 
Rav .;\vrah~Ul$J,,!steiri 
Rav Ilan Feldman 
Rav David.Fel~i>nt\;al 
Mr. JosepkFriedman. 

Mrs. Aliza Bulow 
Rebbetzin LeahCohen 
Che vi· Garfink~I 
Ad~ian Gold 
Rebhetzin Bracha Goldberger 
Ms. Gavriella Goldsmith 
Mrs. Chamie Haber 

gav Mr~~c%e~ Gsldh~rger 
Rav Chan an .Gordon 
r<_~~-::Xit_~-'.;%'!~-e~~~l~-
R)lv ~otrili<'\Jteenwald 
Ray.l'{ach~mH'.'imowif~ 
Mc Richard:Hcirowitz 
Mr. Da:\,ldJas~e 
R~vShaya Kadin~ky 
Mv Benzion Klatzko 
Rav Daron Kornbluth 

WoMEl'i's.~~tJd~·:lNCtttE)I&G 
·•··· ·~;~~611;1k~aJ 

MrGi')>ri~ll~1!)~r~hnier 
Mts,· . .;\!'iC\'.f; E\;<Jr!)gqlJ 
Mrs. Ruehl Kovaf 
11:-s_., :Mi~lam~--I~dwe_~b~aun 
Mis. Yocheved Nissan 
Mrs: Yo<oheved Schiff 

,,, 

·-:-,' __ ,:::::r::,;/'',',!~'.-:_;-,' , ',', 

M~s, Td~a Shifrin 
Rebhetzill. Rll.thi.,C Simon 
Mrs• Mii;iill:n.Tr;;pj)er 
Rebbetzin Feige.Twersl<i 
Rebbetzin Chana Weinberg 
Dr.Aviva Weisbord 



SPACE FOR EACH LETTER 

U
nfortunately, some days in our 
lives sail by with almost no 
time to stop and think, but a 

recent Thursday morning was to be 
a memorable exception. As I passed 
by one of the rooms in the large beis 
hamidrash where the congregants were 
in the middle of their morning davening, 
I couldn't help but notice an extraor
dinary sight. Almost all the men were 
huddled together, intensely focused and 

absolutely quiet. 
As I moved closer, one of the con

cerned gentlemen, who understood 
my puzzlement, explained to me that a 
she'eila of the kashrus of the sefer Torah 
had been raised. Two osios (letters) were 
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so dose together that there wasn't any 
perceivable space between them. After a 
brief discussion among those members 
of the congregation who were experts 
in halacha, it was agreed that the ink of 
one of the osios had most probably bled 
out of its boundaries, leaving, in hala
chic terms, insufficient space bet\veen 
the letters. Respectfully and solemnly, 
the gabbai removed the sefer Torah and 
brought another in its place. 

I do not know quite how to convey, 
let alone express, the earnestness of all 

RABBI YEHOSHUA BINYAMIN FALK 

those present in the minyan. It is true 
that halachically, every letter of a sefer 
Torah must be surrounded hy an area 
of white parchment - mukafos gevul 
- (Menachos29a) and certainly a Torah 
scroll that is not in conformity with this 
requirement cannot be used until it is 
rectified, yet, I perceived a feeling ema
nating from each person that there was 
so much more at stake than the time it 
took to replace the scroll with another. 
It was as if each person recognized at 
that moment their personal need to be 

connected with the sefer Torah. As the 
Torah has been given to us from the 
Creator as our guide in striving for true 
perfection, its blemish reawakened in 
each of us the need to check our own 
level of kashrus. 

Indeed, each and every Jew is said to 
be connected to an os- a letter - in the 
sefer Torah, with both our inner percep
tion and the outer reality in which we 
live being spun from its spiritual fabric. 
We see, on the one hand, that there must 
be an adequate space between each os; 

yet, on the other hand, all the letters of 
each word must be close enough so that 
they are not perceived as separated and 
apart. These halachos can perhaps be 
seen as having the following profound 
i1nplications. 

We should always strive to allow the 
next person the proper distance for 
maintaining respect and independence, 
yet without sacrificing the closeness and 
connectedness that makes us areivim 

1 

- =o•m<ibl< fo, oo< -.Mh«. ·";' ;, I 
perhaps allnded to m these halachos 
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between the Torah's letters and spaces. 
Just as the letters must be close enough 
so that n1eaningful ideas can be co1n
n1unicated, v..re also need to be close 
enough to help and interact with one 
another; yet, just as the letters must be 
separate enough so that the distinction 
between them is not blurred or obliter
ated, so should \Ve ahvays respect our 
neighbors and acquaintances so as not 
to diminish anyone's unique personality 
and identity. 

THE NEED FOR ATTITUDINAL 

DISTANCE 

Perhaps the parchment between each 
letter is analogous to the "attitudi
nal distance" that exists between 

each person. Just as the white parchment 
has no perceivable value, yet is crucial, so 
also is the need to respect the cultural and 
individual "space"/differences between 
people. This "territory" betiveen us and 

For careful attention to your 
individual needs, call us today! 

(845) 354-8445 

others is the space! place of opportunity 
for learning rnutual respect, thus allowing 
each person to 1nai11tain his independent 
integrity. Through this, we will avoid our 
personal feelings and agendas spilling 
over into someone else's borders, thereby 
allowing us to emulate the halacha of 
mukafos gevul. Moreover, through accom
plishing this, we will also be blessed with 
a greater appreciation of our own unique 
role and place in this world. 

Indeed, so essential is this "space" that 
the Gen1ara teaches that Hashe1n gave 
Moshe the Torah as white fire and black 
fire, with the black fire representing the 
vvritten letters vvhile the \vhite fire repre
sented the spaces in between ( Yerushahni 
Shckalim 6: 1 ). We can further see this 
aspect of the importance of the surround
ing area in the teaching that if one, chas 
veshalon1, sees a sefer Torah burning, one 
1nust tear one's garn1ents twice- one time 
in rnourning for the \Vritten words and a 
second tin1e because of the parchment 
(Moeid Kattan 26a). 
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In a different context, one con1men
tator offered this profound thought: 
"Consciousness is ahvays surrounded 
by a border of unconscious experience 
that itself gives shape to consciousness." 
Perhaps this can be recast as follows: 
Thought as expressed through the black 
letters of the Torah is always surrounded 
by \vhite borders of unconscious expe
rience that helps to give shape to our 
consciousness. May \Ve all n1erit to 
respect and appreciate the "space" of 
others, as \vell as our own "lot" and its 
"surroundings." 
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REVIEWED BY RABBI f-llL.LEL GOLf)BEHG 

A Vital Prerequisite 

! 

Five Great Leaders, by Rabbi Shimon 
Finkelman (Published by Mesorah 
Publications, Brooklyn, NY $18. 99) 

There is a disjunction in this book 
that is profound) inherent, and 
pervasive. The book docs not 

add up. It cannot. This is not a sign 
of the failure of the author, but of his 
success. 

A biography of five superior talnzidei 
chachan1ifn cannot, by its nature, convey 
the essence of these incn. I apologize if I 
trivialize, but one cannot learn to svvin1 
in a bathtub, and one cannot appreciate 
the study of "JOrah on its highest level 
by reading about it. 'fhe success of this 
book is in conveying to the reader that if 
the reader docs not delve into the Torah, 
he \vill never successfully delve into the 
lives of these talnzidci chachanzinz. 

If, for example, one has not sweated 
and strained over a passage in C~hazon 
Ish ( re1ne1nber, "Chazon !sh" is prin1ari
ly a sefer, its nan1e attaching to its author 
only subsequent to and derivative fron1 
the publication of the sefer), one cannot 
appreciate two paragraphs such as these 
in Five Great Leaders (p. 373): 

Those who watched the Chazon 
!sh at study found his achievements 
in Torah little cause for wonder. His 
mental and physical exertions were 
indescribable. At times, his frail 
body would collapse from exhaus
tion onto the iron-framed bed that 
stood in his room - but not to sleep! 
As his body relaxed, he would write 
his chiddushim (Torah insights) or 
study from a sefer. 

He once remarked that when he 
wrote in Sefcr Chazon Ish, "A copy 
of Sefer HaRashba is not presently 
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at hand:' this did not necessarily 
mean that he did not have a Sefer 
HaRashba in his possession at that 
time. It could mean that at the 
time of that writing, he simply did 
not have the physical strength to 
rise from his chair and walk to his 
bookcase to take the sefer. 
And S(\ \ve have a disjunction: this 

book will fly over the heads of those 
vvho have never exerted then1selvcs to 
ITiaster a passage in the rforah. And \Ve 

have an appeal: Take up the study of 
rfOrah. This, of course, is a goal in and 
of itself, but it will have a side benefit: 
the ability to begin to grasp the lives 
of great nien such as the subjects of 
this book. 

AVOIDING A PITFALi. 

T here is a potential pitfall in 
writing biographies of gedolei 
Yisroel. It is easy for an author 

to fall into a routine litany, a comn1on 

string of praises and acco1nplish111ents, 
n1aking all gcdolci Yisrocl secn1 the san1e. 
Of course, in the critical sense just 
inentioned, they are the same; they arc 
utterly anin1ated by, focused on, and 
accomplished in the study of Torah. 
This book conveys that. 

It is also a test case. 
With the lives of five people between 

one set of book covers, the reader can 
easily see \vhcther the author 111erely 
provides five replicas, or \.vhether, vvithin 
a unity shared by his five subjects, he can 
also discern their diversity and respect 
their individuality. Shin1011 Finkehnan, 
a veteran author about gcdolci Yisroel, 
passes the test \vith Five (~real Leaders. 

l-·[e conveys the L1r-reaching \.visdon1 
and simple coin passion of Rabbi Chai111 
()zer c;rodzensky, acclai1ncd rav of 
\/ilna and leader of the generation; the 
creative vision and fire of the founder 
of the DafYorni and Yeshivas Chachn1ei 
Lublin, Rabbi Meir Shapiro; the sweet
ness and humility of Rabbi Yosef Chaim 
Sonnenfdd, leader of the "old Yishuv" 
in Palestine; the purity and courage 
of Rabbi Elchonon \rVassern1an, \Vho 
enjoyed an exceptionally close relation
ship with the paragon of purity, the 
Chafetz Chaim, and who left the U.S. to 
return to his students in Europe, \.vhere 
he was martyred; and the steadfast
ness and detcrn1ination of the (~hazon 
Ish, a pri111ary founder of present-day 
Charcidi Jewry in Israel. 

l'his book sails. Not only is it not 
repetitive, it leaves one grasping for more, 
due, in no s1nall 1neasure, to individual, 
unforgettable vignettes: the last Si1nchas 
Torah of the Chafetz Chaim, and Reb 
Elchonon's trembling and love at the 
time; the sudden, last illness and the final 
hours of Rabbi Meir Shapiro, and of the 
charged and resplendent interchanges 

with his talm1dim at his beds1de,-tl1e e:J 
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and prophetic last words of Reb Chaim 
Ozer to the late Rabbi Yisroel Gustn1an; 
the simple Shabbos Kiddush, through 
which Rabbi Chaim Sonnenfeld found 
a \Vay to reach a young \Vido\v, suffer
ing from nightn1ares, and bring her out 
of her depression; the po\verful scene 
in which the Chofetz Chaim and Rcb 
Chaim Ozer persuaded the Chazon lsh 
to put aside his \Vholly private \Vorld of 
1brah study, "reveal hi1nself," and assun1e 
con1111unal responsibilities. 

By the nature of their scholarship 
and leadership, gedolei Yisroel find 
then1sclves involved in controversies, 
and Rabbi Finkeln1an docs not avoid 
the111. He deals, for cxan1ple, \Vith the 
steadfast leadership of the Chazon !sh 
in reviving shc111ita in 5698 ( 1938), 
due to \vhich she111ita is observed as 
\Ye kno\v it today. Because a book of 
five biographies in one is, of neces
sity, concise, \Ve learn only the very 
basics of these controversies and need 
to look else\vherc for a fuller treat
n1ent. VVhen the author \Vrites, for 
ex;:unple, that "until then l the n1itzvah 
of she111it{I J had, for the n1ost part, 
been either ignored or circun1vented 
through questionable 111cthods," his 
n1odifier "for the 111ost part" n1akes 
his staten1ent correct, but on1its the 
earlier circun1stances that led other 
gcdolci Yisrocl, such as the Netziv, to 
respond differently. 

MUSTERING TOGETHER HIS 

TALENTS 

We have 1net Shi1non 
Finkeln1an before, in his 
children's books on Reb 

Yisroel Salanter and others, in his 
full-fledged work on Rabbi Chaim 
Ozer (~rodzensky, and in 111any sin1ilar 
efforts. In this book, Rabbi Finkelman 
has pulled together all of his talents 
and produced his best work. Equally 
adept in different geographical locales 
(Lithuania, Poland, Palestine), different 
religious n1ilieu (His11agd11s, Chassidus), 
and different personal styles (each of 
his five subjects), he has presented 
an infor111ed, \Vell-\vritten \Vork that 
can be read on n1any levels. It is the 
underlying one that he cornn1unicates 
n1ost effectively: 'IO understand gcdolci 
'Torah, one n1ust study 1'orah. iE 
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SARAH SHAPIRO 

A person should always be 
G-d-fearing privately and publicly, 
acknowledge the truth and speak the 
truth in his heart. - The Siddur 

Most of us, at some point in our lives, 
must come to terms with the fact that 
Torah is not the equivalent of its human 
adherents. Hashem is perfect. We're 
not. "For we are neither insolent nor 
obstinate to say before You," reads the 
Yorn Kippur Machzor, "we are righteous 
and have not sinned." 

But every so often, a story comes our 
way of a Jew who does, simply, what the 
Torah tells us to do, showing how high 
we can climb by walking obediently in 
His ways. 

FROM HUNGARY TO 

PORTSMOUTH, VIRGINIA 

On the way home after a shiur one 
recent Shabbos afternoon, my neighbor, 
Marilyn Carmen, and I fell into step 
together and started talking about our 
childhoods. It en1erged in conversation 
that n1y induction into the Orthodox 
ivorld included a crash course in the exis
tence of an anon1aly: there are those who 
consider then1selves Torah-observant while 
being dishonest in business. Ever since that 
difficult initiation, I have taken personal 
pride in glatt truthful Jews. 

"Well, then," she said, "I'll tell you 
about rny father": 

* * * 

I n the 1940s, my father, Rabbi 
Yitzchak (Eugene) Greenfield, was 
the Orthodox rabbi of Portsmouth, 

Virginia, and we were the only religious 
Jews in town. 

My father was the epitome of integ
rity and honesty. The Torah says that 
you're not supposed to cheat. You're not 
supposed to lie. You're not supposed to 
steal. So he didn't. I thought that that's 
what it meant to be religious, and that 
the only reason other people weren't the 
same way was that they didn't have the 
Torah, so they just didn't know better. 
When I got a little older and met other 
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religious Jews, I saw that some of them 
vveren't as n1eticulous as he vvas, and it 
was very hard for me to live with that. 
I had assumed that all religious Jews 
were like him, because that's what being 
religious \Vas. 

He was the rabbi of Congregation 
Gomley Chesed. There were about twen
ty old men and some 100 children who 
came to shul every week. The generation 
in the middle was lost. 

He was the only rabbi around, so 
people were always asking him to offici
ate at bar n1itzvos and funerals and \ved
dings, and they paid him in cash. One 
ti1ne, he called us over and he said, "You 
see this notebook? Every time I receive 
money from anybody, I mark it down 
and I pay the government everything 
they're entitled to, because I'm happy 
to live in a land where I can live freely 
as a Jew." 

When he was a young 1nan in 
1-Iungary, a group of non-Jews once 
caught hold of him and cut off his payos. 
Actually, they saved his life, because that's 
what prompted him to leave Europe. 
He wanted to go to Israel, but they 
wouldn't let him in, so in 1927, when he 
was twenty-two years old, he left for the 
United States. He thought he'd be able 
to go from there to Israel, but there, too, 
they had a quota in place. 

He proposed by mail to his brother's 
sister-in-la\v in Hungary and went back 
there to marry her. Her family offered 
him part of their business, but he said, 
"All the money in Hungary can't keep 
n1e here." 

He returned with n1y mother to 
America and eventually brought his 
whole family over - his parents and 
seven siblings. My mother's side, though, 
feared for the children's Yiddishkeit in 
America, and decided to stay in Europe. 
Most of them died in the Holocaust. 

WITHOUT A CONTRACT 

leave:' They wanted him to stay, and he 
served them faithfully. The people in his 
congregation weren't always happy about 
his rules, but they did what he said. 

For example, any boy who wanted 
to celebrate his bar mitzva in the shul 
had to attend 5 years of cheder. And my 
father was mashgiach for the local Jewish 
butcher and bakery, and insisted on their 
being glatt kosher and shomeir Shabbos. 
That \Vas very unusual in those days, in 
the 1930s and' 40s. 

Jews in the South had money, and my 
father knew that they played high-stakes 
poker with each other and did other 
things, too, that were totally retnoved 
from him. He \Vas a European yeshiva 
bachur. The congregants wanted him to 
be their religion-to do it for them. The 
attitude in those days was, ''I'll do what 
I want to do and the rabbi will take care 

of religion for me:' 
For some time, he thought about 

leaving. He had a son who'd been away 
learning in yeshiva from the age of9. He 
had another one, age 5, and he didn't 
want to go through that again, having 
to send him away from home at such 
an early age. And he had two daughters 
who were getting close to marriageable 
age. We graduated high school in 1947 
and 1948. 

Then came the straw that broke the 
camel's back. He had been encouraging 
the congregation to build a new shul, but 
they raised n1oney and built a country 
club instead, and asked him to speak at 
the dedication. 

My father served as Portsmouth's He could have just left without saying 
Orthodox rabbi for 12 years anything publicly, but he didn't want 
without a contract. He said, "I them to get away with it. When it was 

don't need a contract. If I want to leave time to speak, he stood up before his 

[']l leave, and if you want me to-leave, I'll ---~~ence and said, "Instead of a spj 
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tual home for yourselves, you have built 
yourselves a house of idolatry." 

He and his two brothers - all rabbis 
in various cities - decided they should 
find an Orthodox con1n1unity where 
they could go into business together. 
They weren't interested in accu1nulat
ing money. They just wanted to support 
their families and have something to 
leave their children. One of his broth
ers found a kosher noodle business for 
sale in Detroit, so that's where we all 
n1oved. 

When my father left the rabbinate 
and went into business, he said, "No\v 
I'm going to practice what I preach. I'm 
going to be an honest business1nan." And 
he was. He worked at the Greenfield 
Noodle Company for some twenty years. 
The noodles were under the kashrus 
supervision of a respected organization, 

and the rabbis there knew my father was 
honest and conscientious and wouldn't 
do anything wrong. So once, when the 
n1ashgiach ca1ne down to the factory, he 
said to my father in his office, "Let's sit 
and learn a blatt of Gemara." My father 
said, "No. You're getting paid to do your 
job. Go check everything." 

When my father reached the age of 
65, he said, "It has always been my dream 
to n1ove to Eretz Yisroel, and now I'm 
going to fulfill it." 

He received a lump sum for his por
tion of the business - so1nething in the 
neighborhood of $50,000 - and a few 
days after 1ny parents' arrival in Israel, 
he 1net so1neone in shul \vhose son was 
a stockbroker. My father handed over 
the \Vhole a1nount and said, "I don't 
know anything about the stock market. 
Give it to your son to invest for n1e." 
That n1odest amount, entrusted to a 

stranger, gre\v and grew, be'li ayin hara, 
and just kept growing. We could hardly 
believe it. He was able to leave enough 
to take care of 1ny n1other, and she was 
able to leave a nice a1nount for each of 
her children. 

FACING THE FACTS .•. 

WITHOUT EVASION 

When he arrived in Israel, he 
was offered an excellent job 
translating sefarim. But by 

American JaV11, you're not allov·.red to 
work and accept Social Security at the 
san1e tin1e, and he \\'as receiving Social 
Security payments from the United 
States. So from then until age 70, he 
did the translations for them free of 
charge. 

During the 22 years he lived in Israel, 
he never changed a single dollar in the 
black market. He'd say, "If I wouldn't 
cheat a non-Je\vish governn1ent, \.vhy 
would I cheat a Je\vish government?" 

One of our married granddaughters 
is visiting us fron1 Kiryat Sefer V11ith her 
baby. One night last week, I heard the 
baby waking up a lot, and in the morn
ing, I asked our granddaughter if she'd 
been up all night. She said, "No, not all 
night. Some of the night." In our family, 
that's the way we learned to speak-don't 
exaggerate, be accurate. It comes from 
my father. 

He wasn't always nice. So1neti1ncs, 
things he said would come out a little 
harsh. Principles \Vere more i1nportant 
to him than being liked - much more 
in1portant. For exa1nple, sometin1es, 
\vhen he'd visit his family in America) 
people would ask him to take money 
back for their children in Israel. He knew 
that they were avoiding taxes, so he'd say, 
"I'll take a check. I will not take cash." 

But he befriended many people and 
got along with everyone. He wasn't a 
snob. In Ramal Gan, where he settled, 
he used to stop every day and talk with 
the Yemenite nlal1 who S\vept the street. 
\i\'hen the 1nan's grandson was born) he 
asked my father to come up north and 
be the sandeik at the bris. 

["Did he go?" I asked.] 

Of course he went. He didn't act dif-
ferently with him than he would with a 
big-shot. The thing that bothered him 
the most at the end of his life was that 
there wasn't love between Jews. There 
was so much friction. Here they had 
Bretz Yisroel - the beginning of kibbutz 
galuyos- and everyone should love each 
other. That was a big disappointment 
for him. 

No NEED FoR CARBON 

COPIES 

That's why I have an easy time 
liking all kinds of Jews, because 
that's the way I was raised. What 

you do between you and your G-d, 
that's your business. 't'ou don't have to 
be exactly like n1e. VVho says I'n1 so won
derful? [She laughed.] Why do we want 
other people to be our carbon copies? 

Hundreds of people of all kinds 
can1e to n1y father's funeral, including 
the postman. One man used to drive 
him back and forth to shul when my 
father was too weak to walk. When the 
rnan can1e to her to be 111enachein1 aveil, 
1ny sister thanked hin1 for driving our 
father and he said, "What? That was 
the highlight of my day. He was like a 
father to me." 

My father was learning right until 
the end. Even when he was very sick, he 
used to give the DafYomi shiurwhen the 
rabbi couldn't attend. 

Every one of his descendants is 
shomeir Shabbos. Between my father's 
descendants and his brothers', we have 
all kinds. We have Lubavitchers, Satmar, 
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LE-~- RS TO THE 

DITOR 
CORRECTION ON RABBI SHLOMO 

LORINCZ'S MEMOIRS 

To the Editor: 
I would like to call your attention 

to an inaccuracy in the story about the 
Chazon !sh (JO, Jan.-Feb. 06, page 58, 
last colun1n), concerning his assistance 
to the Mayor of Bnei Brak to build a 
puinped-storage water reservoir that 
would avoid the use of electricity gener
ated on Shabbos in providing \Vater to 
the city. The story did not fit the data 
as 1 knew them, \vhich pron1pted n1e to 
investigate the matter in depth, includ
ing a conversation with Rabbi Lorincz, 
v.1ho agreed that his version is 1nistaken 
and that I 1nay correct hin1 in writing. 

Pumped storage of water in the early 
days of resettlement of the Holy Land 
was a standard feature in 1nost sn1all 
towns and villages. Most places had 
water to\vers that \Vere nothing 1nore 
than huge reinforced-concrete "barrels" 
on stilts. Some, Bnei Brak an1ong them, 
had a reservoir located on the highest 
hill that the town had. This was made 
necessary by the far from perfect state 
of electric power supply in those days. 
There was a need to have some 'Arater 
"on hand" should there be a breakdown 
in povver generation, in \Vhich case the 
town could be supplied with the stored 
water by gravity until power is restored. 
Even at present, when the power supply 
reliability is beyond any con1parison with 
what was then, most small places have 
not given up on their \Vater to\vers as can 
be seen in any kibbutz or hotel situated 
in a so1ne\vhat remote location. 

Bnei Brak had its pun1ped-storage 

pond much before the Chazon !sh 
came to to\vn. As far as the Chazon Ish 
was concerned, ho\vever, the situation 
Y..'JS extre1nely proble1natic \vhen it 
ca1ne to Shabbos. There \Vere two 1nain 
problen1s. One, at that ti1ne the state of 
auton1ation of the pun1ping station \Vas 
far from perfect and it happened, most 
likely more than once, that the pump 
controls had to be "helped" manually on 
Shabbos. Two, even when everything at 
the pumping station operated smoothly, 
the electricity, as noted in the article by 
Rabbi Lorincz, came fro1n a power plant 
that was operated by Jews on Shabbos. 

For reasons unkno,vn to 1ne, the 
operation of the pond \Vas trans
ferred, at a certain point in ti1ne, fro1n 
whatever entity operated it before, 
to the electric company. The Chazon 
!sh hence wrote a letter to the elec
tric company (it appears in Collected 
Letters, vol. 2, letter 68). In it, he put 
forward two argun1ents. One consisted 
of his concern for shenziras Shabbos in 
general. He did not specifically men
tion the fact that the electric power 
itself is generated on Shabbos, but 
there is no doubt that this concern is 
implied in the wording. The second 
was a general public safety argument. 
The Chazon !sh wrote that the rela
tively small size of the pond in a town 
the size of Bnei Brak endangered the 
\Vater supply even on \Veekdays in the 
case of a prolonged emergency (that 
was not rare those days, as previously 
inentioned). 

I wish to point out that neither 
the Chazon !sh, in spite of his claim, 
n1entioned in the above article, that 

················=l 
he was richer than Rothschild, nor the 
Bnei Brak municipality, had the kind of 
money needed to enlarge the pond. On 
the other hand, the electric con1pany, 
which was (and still is) the largest and 
richest con1mercial enterprise in the 
country, could without much effort, 
as the Chazon !sh wrote in his letter, 
provide the necessary funding. 

To the best of my knowledge, the above 
plea fell on deaf ears. As the city grew, 
the sn1all pond becan1e increasingly less 
adequate to provide an even short-ti1ne 
emergency water supply to the point of 
becoming simply a technical feature with
in the water supply system. People who 
shared the Chazon Ish's concern about 
benefiting from Shabbos-generated elec
tricity not only used battery-stored elec
tricity for illumination (something that 
was subsequently supplanted by neigh
borhood generators), but also installed 
water tanks on roofs that supplied them 
with water on Shabbos. 

But, as Chazal say, gedoliln hatzad
dikirn be111isasa111yoscir111ibechayeihcrn. 
About five years ago, the mayor of Bnei 
Brak \vas none other than the great
nephew of the Chazon !sh - Rabbi 
Mordechai Karelitz. Like the Chazon !sh 
before him, Rabbi Karelitz also advanced 
the public safety claim, but this time-to 
the Civil Defense Con1mand. His clain1 
that in the case of an e1nergency, the city 
(that in the meantime grew to a popula
tion of 170,000) would be left without 
pumping power was accepted and the 
Command provided the funds - a full 
half a million dollars - to purchase a 
generator and the associated control 
equipment. Jn the meantime, the city 
has built a state-of-the-art water tower 
that, together with the generator, pro
vides kosher water to its inhabitants. 

It \vas an occasion to celebrate, and 
it indeed was a joyful event to all 
who took the Chazon Ish's concern to 
heart, when his nephew, Rabbi Chaim 
Kanievsky, was honored \vith depress
ing the ctHnputer key that set the entire 
systen1 into operation. It n1ay be said, at 
least figuratively speaking, that Heaven 
joined in the celebration. 

(RABBJ) Dov LEDERMAN 
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LYRICS FOR THE NIGGUN 

To the editor: 
In the article, "A Lesson From HakafoS:' 

by Eliyahu Mayer (JO, Oct '06), the author 
conveys his discomfort and even embar
rassment at admitting to his friend that he 
does not know the words to the song being 
sung in his shul on Simchas Torah. 

are left wondering, "Why does everyone 
hut me seem to know the words to this 
song?" And sometimes, we even sink 
to the level of mouthing or mumbling 
words that sound sin1ilar but we know 
are wrong. 

It was for this very reason that our 
high school decided to create a Simchas 
Torah songbook as a fundraiser. This 
is, indeed, a situation that most of us 
- if not all of us - encounter, and we 

Our songbook is filled with 60 songs 
that are traditionally sung in shuls on 
Simchas Torah. We included not only 
the Hebrew words with their English 
translations, but also the textual sources 
for the songs. It is our hope that we 
will all be "on the same page" as we, in1 
yirtzeh Hasheni, sing and dance together 

Why did the Chafetz 
Chaim & R'Chaim 
Ozer Grodzinsky 

start Ezras Torah? 
In an ideal world, those who devote 
their lives to Torah would be 
recognized :L~ the spiritual heroes 
that they are. Support Ezt<L~ Torah's 
Zedakah Programs and make that 
ideal a reality. 

Jn Eretz Yisroei today. Ezras Torah 
provides !lousing Enwrge11~r 
:J.!edfc(/f F11nd1-. Weddini!. 
tl<;,.1·[1·tancc. Hun 71!1' .VijJends. 
Simcb(IS and "!Jl1cit1! 1Veed's (/ra11ts 
and Loans 

TO SAVE 

TALMIDEI 
CHOCHOMIM 
FROM THE PAIN AND 
SHAME OF POVERTY. 

Make a life of Torah <lerotion and 
commitment an everl:L\ting edifiet.' 
that will bring us the Rabbonim. 
Dayonim and Leaders of tomorrow! 

STAND UP FOR TORAH! 
Help Ezras Torah's committed scholars and families stand strong! 

Call The 24-Hour Ezras Torah Tzedekah Hotline 1-800-514 .. 0348 

V fl would hke to help J.,zr;L\ lorah! l'.ndosed is 
l es. my tax-deductible contribution for: 

-\IJ!ll:F~S 

I 
I 
I 

Z!I' I o S 180 $.)60 $I 00o$2S0o $.)600 $5000 $1.000o $ 
Method of payment: DCheck OVisa DM/C DcVE 

CITY ST\TE 

P!lfFiE I 
Acc. # Exp. Date: I EZRAS TQ.B6SJ tbe !111111m1 side1!{llm1h f'hi!anlhrof'.l' : 

Please contact me regarding establishing an Ezr<L" 'lhmh ~bke paymenb w Ezras Torah I 
I Endowment Fund for a: OFree Loan Fund O.\'le<lica! Fund 23'i l~ast ll1Wt(hvay. New York .. \;Y 1()002 • 212-2r-S%{) JOI 
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Can a Life-Coach 
help you realize 
your dreams? 

I coach people to help thcn1 realize their 
O\Vll drea1ns and an1bitions. I help thetn 
plan, progran1, and stay tnotivatcd. 

WHY COACHING? hnproving one's 
life 1ncans 1naking change; and people need 
support and structure to keep distractions 

and obstacles fro111 sv.'a1nping their dreatns and goals. 
Moreover, people rarely sec their o'vn capabilities in full 1neasure. A coach is a per
son \Vho by tc1npcnunent, experience, and training is dedicated to help you grO\v and 
achieve your own drea1ns. A coach never loses confidence in his client's ability! 
I have over thirty years experience in helping people fulfill their drcan1s, have 
authored hooks, articles and produced cassette progran1s on this subject. In 2~3 
months, using weekly private phone sessions, you can learn how to 
effectively take control of your life. 

FREE OFFER - I would be happy to give you a free telephone 
conference. Please call USA 845-352-1175 for an appointn1ent. 
Thank you. - MR. Av1 S11u1.l\·1AN 

Live a Life of Design, Not Default 

in Yernshalayim Habenuya. 
If anyone is interested in obtain

ing a copy of The BYSL ("Bissel") 
Songbook, please call us at Bais Yaakov 
of St. Louis and we will be happy to 
send you a copy. Our phone number 
is: 314-863-9230. You can also e-mail 
us at: bysl@sbcglobal.net. 

MR. LEVVIS N OTOVV!Cl l 

Songbook Chairman 
Bais Yaakov High School of St. Louis, 

St. Louis, MO 

ELIYAHU MAYER RESPONDS 

Mr. Notowich's inforn1ative letter dem
onstrated the profound wisdom ofShlomo 
Hamelech: "Shelach lachmecha al pe'nei 
han1ayin1 ki berov haya1nirn tin1tza'enu" 
(Kohel/es, l l,l). 

I must admit that I hesitated before 
writing my article. Was there really any 
purpose in publicizing my discomfort 
and embarrassn1ent on Simchas 'forah? 
Aren't there more important subjects 
for JO to address? 

When I read his letter, however, I 
felt deeply gratified and vindicated. 
Not only are there others out there who 
are "lyrically challenged," but there has 
also been an entire songbook created 
specifically for us! 

As the lottery marketing slogan goes, 
"I-Iey, you never know." 

ELIYAHU MAYER 

Brooklyn, NY 

Digest of Meforshim 

~"1p7 in:::i ~"1p7 
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Available at 

LEKUTEI 
c/o Yitzchok nosenherg 

I 445 54th Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11219-4228 

718-854-6701 

20 Volumes on Torah, Perek, Medrash, 
Megilos, Talmud, and Tehilim. 

Proceeds of sales distributed an1ong 
Yeshivos and used for reprinting of vol

u1ncs out-of-print 

PRICE: $8.00 PER VOLUME 
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JONE OR TWO. 

PLEASE CALL OUR·OFFICE 
AT 212-691·5548. 

Applications and scholar
ships are processed on a 
first-come first-served basis. 








