






Kashrus done right. 

One Standard, Everyday. 

(Q)l~1I 

At Empire Kosher, kashrus standards don't change by the hour or by the case. 

Multiple standards don't make it more kosher, just more confusing. Our partnership 

with KAJ and OU has created one standard for everything. Every product, everyday. 

Our Rabbonai Machshirim - RavYisrael Belsky, shl'ta, of the OU, Rav 

Zachariah Gelley, shl'ta and Rav Yisroel Mantel, shl'ta of K'hal Adath Jeshurun 

ensure that every Empire chicken and turkey meet their high standards before 

leaving our door - so that you can be confident that the chicken and turkey in your 

kitchen meets the standards of the most exacting Mashgiach - You. 

L_ www.empirekosher.com 
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come in and talk to him in learning. He 
would still be learning at 2:00 or 3:00 
a.n1. V\Then at times, for whatever reason, 
I had to be awake early at 5:00 or 6:00 
a.m., I would see that the Rosh Yeshiva 
was already awake and learning." 

For close to fifty years, Reb Shmuel 
served as a rebbi to his students, retain-

Students would frequently pose incon
sequential questions in learning to Reb 
Shmuel, often telling over explana
tions that were far ren1oved from the 
true explanation. Reb Shmuel's endless 
patience for his students \vas rooted 
in his love and deep desire to see each 
and every student grow and develop to 

With his passing, our generation has lost one 
of its last binding links with the greatness, glory 

and grandeur of the Torah giants raised in 
the Eastern European Torah centers 

route to the airport following the levaya 
at the Mirrer Yeshiva, Reb Shmuel, a 
father stricken with the incomparable 
pain oflosing a child, turned to his son
in-law, Rabbi Hershel Kaminsky, and 
expressed his concern for the critically 
ill, seven-year-old son of a close student. 
He requested that while he would be 
in Bretz Yisroel accompanying his son 
on his final journey, Rabbi Kaminsky 
should make sure that the yeshiva 
students daven for the child. Despite 
the pain of his own heart-rending 
tragedy, the Rosh Yeshiva transcended 
his personal suffering to maintain the 
presence of mind necessary to ensure 
that someone else's travail would not 
be forgotten. 

Part of the crowd at the levaya in Brooklyn 

ing that relationship even when they 
became rebbei'im and roshei yeshiva. 
Reb Shmuel, despite having been raised 
in pre-War Europe, developed a keen 
understanding of the American men
tality. He was privy to the world of 
An1erican teenagers and had an uncan
ny ability to reach them and elevate 
them. One indication of his limitless, 
supreme devotion to his students can 
be gleaned from the fact that although 
every moment of Torah learning was 
precious to him, he made himself avail
able to any student who needed him for 
whatever length of time was necessary. 
He was there for them in every aspect 

, of their lives, at any time. 
I Of course, this devotion was most I evident when it came to learning itself. 

Although it is true that the Rosh 
Yeshiva's entire life was a long song of 
learning and loving Torah, the period 
of his life that was most clearly defined 
by the words of "Ki heim chayeinu" was 
the time of his illness. It was then that 
it became most evident that Torah was 
truly his very lifeblood, his o~-ygen; that 
the Rosh Yeshiva was a living manifesta
tion of ruchniyus; that it was Torah and 
nothing else that kept him alive, endow
ing him with energy and vitality. 

Although throughout his life, he saw 
his sole mission as one of learning and 
teaching Torah, during the last decade of 
his life, he also began to involve himself 
in public matters outside of his yeshiva, 
as well. Most notable was his creation of 
a super fund to grant stipends to needy, 

their utmost. kollel yungeleitin Eretz Yisroel, who were 
Material matters such as food, honor, suffering terribly from the drastic cut-

and the like were completely insignifi- backs initiated by the Israeli government 
cant to the Rosh Yeshiva. His detachment a number of years ago. He succeeded in 
from the material aspect of life, however, raising and sending millions of dollars 
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was not because he worked on himself to Eretz Yisroel for this purpose. Reb 
to become an ascetic. Rather, his love for Shmuel would also frequently travel 
Torah, the importance that he attached to yeshivas in New York and beyond 
to Torah, the delight that he derived to deliver shiurim and chizuk to both 
from Torah, simply superseded all other teachers and students. 
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worldly pleasures. With his passing, our generation has ! 
Reb Shmuel's legendary middos were lost one of its last binding links with I 

such that even when he himself was the greatness, glory and grandeur of I 
undergoing the greatest of personal the Torah giants raised in the Eastern I 
tragedies, his instincts spurred him to European Torah centers, with those 
worry about others. Several years ago, who came to the United States and I 
his beloved son Reb Leibel was taken helped transplant and create a flourish-
from this world in his prime, after hav- ing Torah community in a place that had I 
ing suffered from-a dreade~illness. En -~nee been-a ve~itable Torah desert. °' 
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APPRECIATION FOR RABBI 
SCHERMAN'S MUSINGS 

To the Editor: 
I was deeply moved by Rabbi Nosson 

Scherman's Musings, "Life Begins 
Whenever You Want It To" in The 
Jewish Observer (Dec. '07). The essay 
inspires and gives strength to the older 
reader not to abandon hope and to 
even embark on a learning program 
in later life. 

May I refer you and your readers to 
the Chazon Ish's comments in his classic 
sefer Emuna Ubitachon (3:26), which 
I cite in Bemechitzasan (p. 34) under 
the heading "Even Ink of Wisdom on 
Fading Paper Is of Inestimable Worth." 
It is worth reading. 

I will quote a key sentence of his: 
"Man's inission in life, as long as he has 
a neshama within, is to endeavor to con
stantly grow [in Torah knowledge]. If the 
aspiring student is elderly, comparable 
to ink being inscribed on faded paper, he 
should recognize that the precious value 
of this knowledge can not be calculated. 
Its worth is beyond reckoning." 

I truly appreciate your publish
ing excerpts from my memoirs of my 
encounters with gedolei Yisroel, in whose 
presence I had the good fortune to 
spend quality time. It is my wish that 
the lessons and deep insights that I 
gained from being with them reach as 
many people as possible. May I express 
my gratitude to your journal for mak
ing these experiences accessible to those 
who would otherwise not read them. 

RABBI SttLOMo LORINCZ, Yerushalayim 

HEADS OR TAILS! 
MAXIMIZING YOUR CHILD'S BENEFIT 

To the Editor: 
In your Dec. '07 issue, in the Readers' 

Forum, you published a letter from Dr. 
Benzion Sorotzkin. 

Being involved in chinuch myself, I 
can identify with much of what was 
vvritten there. 

It may sound like a mere detail, and 
it may only be a matter of style and 
expression, but one phrase troubled 
me, and you may wish to clarify this 
for your readers. 

In parentheses, we read: ''A rav told 
me that Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe 7"~t told 
him that the Mishnah stating that it 
is better to be the tail of a lion than 
the head of a fox (Avos 4:15) no longer 
applies because it would break the spirit 
of most people." 

Neither the author nor the authori
ties quoted could have intended to 
claim that the timeless words of the 
Mishnah can actually become obsolete. 
Clarification of this delicate point would 
be greatly appreciated. We all know that 
there are people out there who would 
not hesitate to render certain statements 
of Ghazal as outdated, and once this is 
done, every Ghazal becomes vulnerable 
to being casual dismissed. 

My point is not to become involved 
in any debate concerning chinuch at 
this time, but rather to appeal for extra 
caution in the choice of language on 
an issue that is so very sensitive and 
precious to all of us. 

RABBI PINCHOS )UNG, Monsey, NY 

DR. SOROTZKIN RESPONDS: 

1o the Editor: 
I appreciate Rabbi Jung's comments 

as it gives me the opportunity to clarify 
what I wrote. Although I quoted Rav 
Wolbe's comment as it was told to 
me, he certainly didn't mean that the 
Mishnah's statement is no longer true. 
Indeed, it is still true that it would 
be better for a person to be among 
those greater than himself, so that he 
could learn from them. However, due 
to their weakened emotional state 
(part of the yeridas hadoros), many 
of today's students are unable to take 
advantage of this advice because it 
may cause more harm than good. This 
could be compared to someone who 
would benefit from exhaustive physical 
therapy, but because of his weak heart 
can't risk it. 

There is, indeed, reason to fear that 
acknowledging these changes may 
encourage those so inclined to "render 
certain statements of Chazal as out
dated:' At the same time - and this is a 
point that is frequently overlooked by 
well-meaning people- not acknowledg
ing these changes and using educational 
methods that are no longer effective 
pose an equal, or perhaps even greater 
danger. It is for this reason that only our 
gedolim can decide when or if estab
lished educational practices should be 
adjusted because of changing circum
stances (e.g., see Michtav Mei'Eliyahu, 
vol. 3, pp. 362-364). This is the only pos
sible protection from "casual dismissal" 
of divrei Ghazal. 
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While the words of the Mishnah 
are certainly tin1eless, the idea that 
educational methods that worked in 
the past may no longer be as effectual 
has been stated by many gedolim. For 
example, the Pardeis Yoseif (Beshalach 
15:26) compares the changes in the 
emotional vulnerabilities of people to 
the changes in the physical makeup of 
people. Just as medicines that helped 
people in earlier times are harmful to 
contemporary patients (including those 
mentioned in the Gemara), likewise, in 
the emotional realm, harsh rebuke was 
effective in the past, but today can often 
be counterproductive. 

Rabbi Avrohom Pam 7"Yt also dis
cusses how the type of mussar that is 
most helpful in promoting teshuva 
has changed because of the yeridas 
hadoros. He compares the contempo
rary Yid's reaction to harsh criticism to 
an earthenware vessel that will melt if 
you pour boiling \Vater over it in order 
to cleanse it. 

A similar comment was 1nade by 
Rabbi Chaim Volozhin: "In these times, 
severe reprimands are not heard" 
(Mine has Shmuel# 11 ). 

Rabbi Shach 7"Yt also related how 
when he first came to Ponevezh, he 
would strongly rebuke talmidim who 
were lax in their davening attendance. 
Twenty years later, he felt he could 
no longer use this approach and he 
switched instead to a softer approach. 
( Orchas Habayis p. 156) 

Rabbi Michel Yehuda Lefkowitz 
N"1''7v n1akes a similar point regarding 
the Gemara (Sotah 47a) that mandates 
an educational approach of rejecting 
with the left hand while bringing the 
child closer with the right. Rabbi Michel 
Yehuda comments that "in our times -
because the generation is weak - there 
is a lack of effectiveness in the 'reject -
ing left hand' and one needs to mainly 
strengthen the' kiruvof the right hand"' 
(Darchei Hachayim II, p. 17). This, of 
course, doesn't mean that the concept 
of the"rejecting left hand" is completely 
done away with; rather, it's that the 
balance has shifted significantly to the 
kiruv right hand. 

.___..I - ----------

There are many other such comn1ents 
by gedolim of recent generations that 
make it clear that unlike the halachic 
statements of Chazal, their advice on 
educational approaches may, at times, 
need to be adjusted to the changing 
circumstances of the generations (A 
compilation of such quotes is available 
by emailing me at bensort@aol.com or 
by faxing a request to 718.377.0215.) 
Again, such decisions can legitimately 
be made only by the gedolim of each 
generation. 

Fro1n discussions I've had with 
some readers of the JO, I learned that 
my quote from Rabbi Michel Yehuda 
Lefkowitz regarding kinas sofrim may 
have been misunderstood by some. 
To clarify: 

Reb Michel Yehuda obviously did not 
mean that he is not familiar with sefarim 
that apply kinas sofrim to ta/midim. 
There are countless such references. 
Rather, since the Gemara itself is only 
discussing 1nelamdin1, and nowhere does 
it apply the concept to talmidim, he was 
not sure how and why it somehow began 
to be applied to talmidim. 

There is no question that the con
cept of healthy kinas sofrim was already 
applied to talmidim in earlier sefarim 
(whatever the source). What Rav Michel 
Yehuda told me was that, in our times, 
as a result of the yeridas hadoros, we 

Can a Life-Coach 
help you realize 
your dreams? 

no longer see healthy kinas sofrim. He 
also writes this in his sefer (Darchei 
Hachayim I, p. 365 ). 

DR. BENZJON SOROTZKIN 

Brooklyn, NY 

REACHING FOR OLD-TIMES IDEALISM 
INCHINUCH 

To the Editor: 
Dr. Marvin Schick did all of us a favor 

by pointing out our lack of idealism in 
chinuch vis-<1-vis the previous generation 
( The Orthodox Community s Confused 
Priorities, June 07). The passuk says "To 
the tnochichim (constructive criticizers) 
it will be sweet, and on them will come 
the blessing of goodness:' And now it 
is our turn to internalize his words and 
take appropriate actions. 

The chachamim instituted a vidui 
in Ne'i/a on Yorn Kippur that specifi
cally mentions only one aveira: Zema' an 
nechdal mei'oshek yadeinu - refraining 
from stealing in all forms. 

"Torah tziva lanu Moshe morasha 
kehil/as Yaakov-the Torah is the rightful 
heritage of every Jewish child." It is our 
obligation to present Torah to each and 
every child in a way that allows them 
to absorb and cherish their heritage. 
Anything less constitutes stealing. 

I coach people to help thern realize their 
o'vn dreams and a1nbitions. I help then1 
plan, program, and stay rnotivated. 
WHY COACHING? Improving one's 
life 1neans n1aking change; and people need 
support and structure to keep distractions 

and obstacles fron1 swa1nping lheir drca1ns and goals. 
Moreover, people rarely see their O\Vll capabilities in full measure. A coach is a per
son \Vho by temperament, experience, and training is dedicated to help you grO'w and 
achieve your O\Vn drean1s. A coach never loses confidence in his client's ability! 
I have over thirty years experience in helping people fulfill their dreams, have 
authored books, articles and produced cassette progra1ns on this subject. In 2-3 
n1onths, using weekJy private phone sessions, you can learn ho'v to 
effectively take control of your life. 
FREE OFFER - I would be happy to give you a free telephone 
conference. Please call USA 845-352-1 175 for an appointinent. 
Thank you. - MR. Av1 SHtrI.MAN 

Live a Life of Design, Not Default 

_J 



Perhaps individuals will arise to 
inspire us to return to the "old" chinuch 
idealism that Dr. Schick presented. 

RABBl AVROHOM EHRMAN 

Bnei Brak 

BAD MIDDOS OR 
PSYCHIATRIC DISORDER? 

To the Editor: 
I read with interest the article "Homes 

on Fire" (JO Oct. '07), by Rabbi Pinchas 
Jung. Once again, The Jewish Observer 
and its contributors must be applauded 
for dealing in an honest and unabashed 
manner with the very real life issues 
facing Orthodoxy today. As a thera
pist, I deal frequently with individu
als struggling with unmediated anger 
and rage and its deleterious - indeed, 
destructive - impact on family life. I 
feel as strongly as anyone that this type 
of rage and the corresponding fear and 
retaliatory anger it engenders in family 
members is a very real problem and 
must be dealt with proactively. Kudos 
to Rabbi Jung for doing so. 

At the same ti1ne, I have concerns 
with the metaphor Rabbi Jung employs 
in making his argument - that of 
the psychiatric condition known as 
Intermittent Explosive Disorder or JED. 
JED is a disorder that, as Rabbi Jung cor
rectly states, is marked by uncontrolled 
anger which is out of proportion to any 
experienced stressor. Individuals with 
this disorder fly into extreme episodes of 
rage, typically for a short period of time, 
during which time they have little con
trol over their behavior, and engage in 
destructive and violent behavior toward 
people and/or property. These events 
are) by definition, episodic. It is not a 
disorder that refers to individuals who 
are chronically angry or hostile to those 
around them. Typically, individuals with 
JED feel guilty about their actions fol
lowing the episode. JED is classified as 
an Impulse Control Disorder and may 
be associated with specific physiological 
processes. It is noteworthy that this is a 
relatively rare disorder. 

This is not the epidemic facing many 
Orthodox hon1es. \Nhat \Ve see in hon1es 
nowadays is a chronic anger problem 

{proper structure, no~ 

- an extreme problem, at times - but 
one which is based more upon a stable 
personality structure than an episodic 
condition. It is a serious issue, to be sure, 
but that does not make it a psychiatric 
condition. While there is a tendency to 
pathologize abnmmal personality styles 
and traits, the truth is that these anger 
problems are an issue of bad middos, 
not a psychiatric disorder. What we 
have here is a normal midda, ka'as or 
anger, and when it is left unchecked, it 
is a significant problem for many frum 
families, but that is different than saying 
an individual has a medical condition 
such as JED. 

Let me emphasize that this is not an 
issue of semantics, and I am not trying 
to split hairs. The problematic implica
tions with classifying uncontrolled and 
unmodulated chronic anger problems 
as JED is exemplified by a statement 
that Rabbi Jung makes toward the end 
of his article: "Now outsiders have to 
be brought in, shameful as that must 
be." Rabbi Jung sees seeking "outside" 
assistance in dealing with the signifi
cant damage caused by overt rage as 

,( 
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inevitably "shameful" because he vievvs 
this rage as an indicator of a psychiatric 
condition. But it's not; in most cases, 
this is an example of normal middos, 
such as anger, left totally unchecked and 
uncontrolled, reinforced through years 
and years of use and abuse, and now 
spiraling out of control. If we view it in 
this way, there is nothing shameful at all 
about seeking"outside" help-whether 
that help comes from your rebbi, rav, 
therapist, or chavrusa for a mussar seder. 
Indeed, I can think of nothing shame
ful about Yidden having the insight, 
integrity, and bravery to honestly deal 
with their own tendency toward anger 
or any other detrimental manifestation 
of middos. Halevai we would have more 
individuals in our communities who 
could recognize their own propensity 
toward bad middos and deal with them 
it an honest and open n1anner-includ
ing getting "outside" assistance when 
necessary. To me, doing so is worthy of 
pride, not shame. 

I don't think that that will happen 
until we can stop pathologizing and start 
realizing that anger, even when extren1e, 
is usually not a medical disorder, but a 
basic condition of humanity, and needs 
to be dealt with as such. 

YAAKov KADER, PsY.D. 
Highland Park, NJ 

Director of Psychology 
and Psychology Training 

Manhattan Psychiatric Center 

APPOINTING A HEALTH CARE 
PROXY IN ADVANCE 

5 years at Maimonides Medical Center 
in Brooklyn. 

No one knows vvhen a serious illness 
may strike, or how it may affect the 
patient as he goes through treatment. 
Oftentimes, the course is a roller coaster 
with many ups and downs. During 
some crises, the patient may be too ill 
to think through the decisions that have 
to be made, and the physicians will need 
someone i..vho can process the informa
tion and participate in the process of 
infor1ned consent, deciding which tests 
and treatments should be done and 
which tests should not be done, until 
the patient improves and can resume 
participating in the decision making 
himself. Other illnesses may result in 
prolonged periods where the patient is 
unable to make his own decisions. 

We logically expect that our family 
will step in to 1nake decisions for us in 
such situations, acting as what the law 
refers to as ''surrogate decision makers.'' 
However, the laws in some states limit 
the decisions that surrogate decision 
makers can make, unless they have 
been formally appointed by the patient 
to make decisions on their behalf, as a 
health care agent or health care proxy. 
Completing such a document appears 
to be acceptable across the spectrum 
of Orthodox Judaism, with the Moetzes 
Gedolei Hatorah authorizing Agudath 
Israel of America to formulate and 
distribute documents, entitled "Halachic 
Living Will," for each of the states, and 
encouraging Jews to complete these 
documents. The Rabbinical Council 
of America put out its own Advance 
Directive, and encouraged its use. These 

To the Editor: documents in New York State are actu-
My colleagues, Mrs. Toby Weiss and ally modified Health Care Proxy forms. 

Rabbi Jay Yaakov Schwartz, provid- In addition to clarifying who has the 
ed excellent infor1nation and advice authority to n1ake decisions, appoint-
to guide }Tum patients and families ing a health care proxy insures that all 
negotiating the modern medical sys- rights a patients has when he is able to 
tern in the face of serious illnesses in make his own decisions endure during 
their article, "Prolonging Life in the periods in which he lacks the ability to 
Shadow of Death;' in the Kislev/Nov. make his own decisions. 
'07 JO. To their advice, I would add an In most states (including New York), 

This can include which rav or poseik 
should be consulted regarding halachic 
matters, that all decisions made by the 
health care agent should be in accor
dance with halacha, or how the person 
feels about certain treatments in specific 
situations. Providing such information 
in writing in advance can be invaluable 
to a family in a time of crisis. 

Precisely because emergencies are 
by definition unpredictable, the ideal 
time to appoint a health care proxy is 
now, no matter hovv young or old an 
adult you are. If a person is young and 
healthy, there is no disadvantage to 
having appointed a proxy. The proxy 
only becomes involved in decisions if 
a crisis occurs. The person appointed 
can be changed at any time, such as in 
the case of a single person marrying 
and wanting her spouse rather than her 
parents to serve as her health care agent, 
or if a parent feels that a particular child 
n1ight be too stressed with events in 
his own family to serve as an agent at a 
particular time. 

Certainly, if a person has been diag
nosed with a serious illness, the chance 
that someone might need to make deci
sions on their behalf in a crisis increases, 
and the value of having appointed a 
proxy in advance of the crisis cannot 
be overstated. Far too many times, we 
have seen situations \vhere a patient did 
not appoint a proxy, and have witnessed 
the enormous and unnecessary strain on 
the family that resulted. In twelve years 
of practicing medicine in Oncology 
and Hospice and Palliative Medicine, I 
have met many families who regretted 
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additional item, based on my experi- the standard form designating a health 
ence as a frum physician practicing in care agent or health care proxy provides 1368 Coney Island Avenue 
Oncology and Hospice and Palliative anopportunityforspecifyinginforma- (718) 377-5050 .I' I Major credit cards accepted • We ship UPS 

Ld1cine for 12 years, including ~he last -- tion ~~~ill guide the health care~ent-- -~- ------~ ___ :J 
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the absence of a health care proxy. I The forms are available from rab- "NishmaskolchaitevareichesShimcha .

1

. 

have never met a patient or family who banim, the Agudath Israel offices, the Hashem- It is with the neshama that is 
regretted having completed one. Rabbinical Council of America, and within kol chai - every living person, 
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many attorneys who do estate or long· that we praise Hashem." Not with our 
term-care planning. In New York State, physical body, for even if we were to have 
the standard form, available in any a superhuman body - "lllu finu malei · 
hospital and many doctors' offices, can shira kayam uleshoneinu . . . Had our 
easily be used by providing information mouth, tongue, lips, eyes, hands and legs 
as described above. had supernatural powers - ein anachnu 

Do a tremendous service to yourself 
and your family. Ensure that you will 
be taken care of as a Torah true Jew in 
a time of crisis. Complete a health care 
proxy now, and encourage every adult 
in your family, your neighbors, friends 
and associates to do so as well. 

BETH PoPP MD FACP DABHPM 
ASSOCIATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR 

HEMATOLOGY ONCOLOGY 

MAIMONJDES MEDICAL CENTER 

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF MEDiCINE 

MOUNT SINAI SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 

Brooklyn, NY 

A FULL MEASURE OF BIKUR CHOLIM 

To the Editor: 
The article on Bikw· Cholim by Rabbi 

Simcha Lefkowitz (Nov. '07) was full 
of thoughtful insights into the perfor
mance of this great mitzvah. We also 
were treated to a glimpse into the depths 
of Rabbi Lefkowitz's strong bitachon and 
inner strengths. Rabbi Lefkowitz is a 
constant source of inspiration to all who 
know him, maintaining his simcha while 
overcoming the obstacles of his new 
circumstances. The Gemara states that 
Hillel, who studied Torah despite being 
utterly poor, created a no-excuse obliga· 
ti on for all the poor to study Torah as he 
did. Reb Simcha has done the same for 
cholim: to continue their lives, accepting 
the will of Hashem, besimcha. 

I was wondering what could be the 
meaning of Rav Chaim Kanievsky's 
N"~ instruction to recite" Nishmas" at 
the onset of recovery. I found an answer 
in the lines of Rabbi Lefkowitz's article: 
"No matter what shape we are in physi· 
cally, we are imbued with a soul that is a 
piece of Hashem ... that did not change 
when I became sick, and that part of me 

maspikim lehodos Le Cha Hashem - we 
would be incapable of properly and fully 
thanking You, Hashem:' 

Therefore, whatever limbs You have 
granted us along with the ruach une
shama that you have instilled within 
us - "heim yodu, they will proper
ly praise and thank You:' Thus, the 
prayer of Nishmas brings out just Rabbi 
Lefkowitz's point: No matter what our 
physical well-being, as long as our 
neshama is present, we can fervently 
relate to Hashem. 

Regarding bikur cholim, may I add 
that "being there" for the choleh does 
not necessarily require that one talk 
during the visit. After Avraham Avinu's 
bris mila, Hashem appeared to him to 1

1 

be mevakeir choleh. This is derived from .. I· 
the passuk" Vayeira eilav Hashem - and 
Hashem appeared to him." Cur Aryeh 
explains that since it isn't 1nentioned _ 
that Hashem spoke w Avraham - He I 
merely appeared to him - it must be 

1 

.. 

that He came to do bikur cholim, which 
requires no speaking. The Rama ( Yoreh 
Dei'a 375,4) implies that the main pur· 
pose of bikur cholim is to subsequently 
daven for the choleh. Thus, he states, 
that one who does not daven has not 
performed the mitzvah. For this reason, 
the Shulchan Aruch (ibid) states that one 
should not visit a choleh early in the day 
when a choleh generally feels his best. 
This is because one will not realize the 
severity of the illness and thus will not 
daven properly for the choleh. 

I was told that Rav Aharon Kotler ?·oir 
asked a talmid to drive him for over two 
hours to visit an out-of-state choleh who 
supported the yeshiva. Upon arrival, the 
visitors were told by the choleh'swife that 
he had just fallen asleep. Rav Aharon 
asked only to look in on the choleh, 
after which he instructed the driver to In Israel: 02-533-3425 

··--------· .. ···-- ---1s_ h_e_a_lthy,~ell and-w-hole~-' --··· -- - return them home. No-conversation was I 



i 
! 

I 

·I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

necessary; he could now be mispalleil 
for the choleh. 

I certainlydaven for the refuah shelei
ma of my dear mechutan, Reb Simcha, 
besoch she'ar cholei Yisroel. 

RABBI 'Most-rt HALBERS'JADT 

Passaic, NJ 

HELPING THE PATIENT, BENEFITING 
THE CAREGIVER 

To the Editor: 
The recent issue on health in our 

con1munity \vas an enlightening and 
important one (Nov. '07). The article 
on "Ho\v to Comfort a Patient," by 
Rabbi Simcha Lefkowitz, was extremely 
insightful. 

Being a caregiver is often a complex, 
difficult and painful task on many lev
els - emotional, mental, physical and 
spiritual. 

Most of us are unprepared for this 
task and at a loss as to how to cope. I 
would like to mention in this context 
a wonderful book which Rebbetzin 
Tziporah Heller recently praised in her 
article on chessed. The title of the book 
is Caring: A Jewish Guide to Caregiving, 
by Naomi Brudner. This unique book 
helps the caregiver not only to cope but 
to find additional strength and meaning 
in what is often a heartbreaking and 
overwhelming challenge, thus benefiting 
the caregiver as well as the patient. 

We all pray that we should never need 
such help, but if we do, it's a blessing 
that such help is available. 

CINDY FEDER, OTR 
Bet Shemesh, Israel 

SHE HAD A KIDNEY TO SPARE 

To the Editor: 
I read with much interest the article 

"Brother, Can You Spare a Kidney?" in 
The Jewish Observer (Nov. '07).1 would 
like to comment from a different per
spective - that of a participant. 

I was privileged to be a donor in a 
kidney transplant. Though this occurred 
many years ago, I can still vividly recall 
the details. Our situation had the com-

I ponent of additional stress because, at 

c~~~e, o~:-our parents was 

also experiencing a life threatening 
health crisis. 

There we were: three family members 
in the same hospital, each on a different 
floor. Our remaining sibling worked in 
the hospital, and our other parent was 
torn between the loyalties he shared 
with each individual family member -
yet another nisayon for our l-Iolocaust 
survivor parents. 

We told no one about the surgery 
until the last moment. Reaction was 
swift. And the news of what was about 
to transpire spread even faster. 

We went into surgery surrounded by 
support, both familial and communal, 
armed with the blessings and prayers 
of so many. 

At no time did I feel hesitant about 
what was about to happen. Nor did I 
question the decision that I had made. 
Perhaps that can be attributed to the 
foolish infallibility of youth. More likely, 
it is attributable to the strength of the 
emuna with which we \Vere raised. 

1 am most grateful to my spouse who 
never once questioned my decision. 

At the tin1e, transplant surgery \Vas 
quite unusual. (It still is.) But having the 
gift of the perspective of years allows for 
son1e reflection. 

In speaking to a potential donor, 
always promise them that they will 
sleep at night. What happens before 
or after is in the hands of the Ribbono 
she/ Olam. 

I will never forget n1y endless grati
tude that I was not among those waiting 
in the reception room with family and 
friends. That must have been painful 
beyond belief. I was in never-never land. 
And 1 can truthfully say that I felt that 1 
was no inore important than any other 
member of our tean1 who sat and said 
Tehillim. We were all in this together. 

In the ensuing years, I have been 
blessed with children and their spouses. 
I am overwhelmed with the bounty that 
Hashem has bestowed upon our family. 

My sibling, the recipient, is a spouse, 
parent a11d grandparent. Our parent, 
who \Vas so ill at the time of our sur
gery, lived to see us children regain our 
health, and then was called to the Olam 
Ha'emes. That, too, was a gift. 

--·---- ··-·-~---=l 
The gift of life is indeed both a 

wonder and a challenge. My purpose 
in writing was not necessarily to share 
personal anecdotal information. It is, 
rather, to share what it feels like to 
participate in the mitzvah of" uvacharta 
bachayim - choose life." 

When asked to speak privately to a 
potential donor, I always begin with the 
ice-breaking comment, "Don't beg. I am 
not going to show you my scar." 

But I wear it with humility. 
NAME WITHHELD By REQUEST 

CLARIFICATION 

Some readers question The Jewish 
Observer's publishing of articles on 
health issues that presented various 
practices as being consistent with or 
contrary to halacha or Torah values 
("Vcnishmartem Mc'od ... Guard Your 
Soul," Nov. '07). The letter writers 
contend that such matters should be 
addressed by Torah authorities, not by 
professionals in medicine and health 
care who are laymen in halacha. 
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YERUSHALAYIM, ETERNAL ... INDIVISABLE 

I. THE IMMEDIACY 
OF THE PROBLEM 

Y erushalayitn is central to our 
identity as a people and to 
our spirituality. In fact, with 

the H.on1an conquest of Yerushalayiln, 
close to 2,000 years ago, the city has 
in son1e ways assumed even greater 
pron1inence in our expression of who 
we are than it had before. For example, 
the Mishnah (Sukka 3:12) notes that 
while the Beis Hamikdash was standing, 
people throughout Bretz Yisroel shook 
the lulav and esrog only on the first day 
of Sukkos. By contrast, in the Mikdash 
they grasped the arba'a minnim and 
shook them on each of the seven days. 
After the Churban, however, Rabban 
Yochanan ben Zakkai instituted the 
mitzvah of shaking the lulav on all 
seven days everywhere - zeicher leMik
dash - as a reminder of how the mitz
vah was honored in the Mikdash. The 
Gemara (Sukka 4la) cites the passuk: 

.,, t:l1Nl 1NnlN T=0011' n::llN 117)>~ ':J -

The Ribbono she! Olam will heal our 
pain, bring usa cure. ri~-P1N1Pi1n·n't:I 
n7 1'N \'Jl.i ~n - Tziyon has been 
discarded [says the Navi]. Nobody 
seeks after her welfare 

( Yirmeyahu 30,17). 

Eternal 
Source 

I Strength 
Based on an address by the 

Novominsker Rebbe N"'l)>'n.> 

Rabbi Yaakov Perlow, 
Rosh Agudas Yisroel 

at the recent National Convention 
of Agudath Israel of America. 

This apparently is a failing on Kial 
Yisroel's part. Yerushalayim's suffering 
should inspire derisha - concern and 
inquiry. Thus, Rabban Yochanan ben 
Zakkai introduced this derisha - the 
daily shaking of the lulav- to keep the 
memory of the Beis Hamikdash alive. 

This glaring lack of having the Beis 
Hamikdash should affect the way in 
which all Jews relate to the hope of wit
nessing the rebuilding of Yerushalayim, 
which we are mispallel for every day: 
~wn O'tlnu Tl'l' o""'1i'71-And may You 
return to Yerushalayim, Your City, with 
compassion." This should be an essential 
part of our focus, as we anticipate the 
Ge'ula. And every Yid should feel con
nected with it. 

Indeed, our current galus presents us 
with occasions that should arouse our 
awareness of what we are n1issing ~dates 
on the luach (calendar), or events or dis
cussions should shake up our feelings, 
and provoke us to ask she'eilos regarding 
our relation with Yerushalayiin. 

A Yid constantly feels emotion
ally tied to Bretz Yisroel, Tziyon and 
Yerushalayim. On Tisha BeAv, especially, 
we weep with Rabbi Yehuda Halevi's 
poetic la1nentation: "Tziyon, halo sish'ali 
lishelotn asirayich" - Tziyon inquires 
after our shalom." Dorshei shelomeich" -
and we, the she' eiris hapeleita, ren1nants 

of Tziyon, respond with our expressions 
of attachment and concern. And when 
painful situations threaten, a Yid will 
have a special perspective on the issues 
of the day that can affect Kial Yisroel. 

We are currently undergoing a crisis 
wherein those emotions that Rabbi 
Yehuda Halevi so vividly expresses 
should grip us all, because threaten
ing forces are at work, in Bretz Yisroel, 
and amongst leading nations. Many 
governn1ent leaders in this country as 
well as in Israel would see fit, in the 
interest of peace, to place don1inion of 
Tziyon and Yerushalayim in the hands 
of the Yishmaelim. Were this to assure 
peace and prevent bloodshed, one might 
perhaps consider capitulating control 
of Yerushalayim to them in the interest 
of pikuach nefesh. But this is hardly the 
case, as everyone realizes. Yerushalayi1n 
has become a bargaining chip on the 
political table to those who openly 
consider our presence in the Holy Land 
as illegitimate and temporary. 

How do we American Jews relate to 
this? It is well-known that Agudas Yisroel 
has a long-standing policy, established 
by the gedolei hador of our movement 
n1ore than a generation ago, that regard
ing issues that affect Bretz Yisroel - the 
political situation, questions of secu
rity ... whatever has bearing on Eretz 

---- ------------ ----------------·-·-· _____ .... 
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"I oppose this concept [of relinquishing control of any part of 
Yerushalayim to the Arabs] with all my strength .... As for the security of 
the area, it will accomplish nothing .... If a Yid will want to approach the 
Kosel, he will need a permit, an entrance pass, from the Arabs." RAv eLvAsH1v 

Yisroel, for that matter - we seek direc
tion from the gedolei hador who live 
there. We do not initiate any policies 
on our o\vn. 

FLIGHT TO CLARITY 

I carry a degree of responsibility for 
Agudas Yisroel of America, and 
therefore, less than two weeks before 

the Convention, I flew to Eretz Yisroel 
to discuss Yerushalayim's current status 
with Rav Yoseif Shalom Elyashiv, Rav 
Aaron Leib Steinman, and others. I 
went directly from the airport to Rav 
Elyashiv's home. In our discussion, I 
made it clear to him that our people in 
America are asking all sorts of questions 
as to Agudas Yisroel's position on this 
serious issue. And I also made it clear 
to him that we recognize that these 
positions have to be determined by the 
gedolei Yisroel, and that is why I came. 

Rav Elyashiv responded as follows: 
"!ch bin zich misnageid tzu dem bechol 
tokef' In English: "I oppose this concept 
[of relinquishing control of any part of 
Yerushalayim to the Arabs J with all my 
strength." He paused for a 1nornent, and 
then noted, "As for the security of the 
area, it will accomplish nothing:' After 
stopping for another few seconds, he 
added, "If a Yid will want to approach 
the Kosel, he will need a permit, an 
entrance pass, from the Arabs." 

I a1n not inserting any nuances into 
Rav Elyashiv's words. This is what he 
told me, and I am quoting him directly. I 
asked hi1n if I can repeat it in his na1ne. 
"Ya, zogt di Yidden dorten, ich bin zich 
misnageid tzu dem bechol tokef Yes. Tell 
the Jews there that I am opposed to such 
policies with all my powers." 

We talked in learning for a few 
moments, and then I left. 

I This was on Monday night. The next 
) afternoon, I visited Rav Stein1nan. I told L __ why I -hadc~me, an~-1 told-him __ _ 

~ what Rav Elyashiv had said. Rav Aaron 
Leib expressed his view even more force
fully." Es vet es machen noch erger, und es 
vet gornit tzugebben tzu dem bitachon fun 
Yerushalayim. It will only make matters 
\Vorse. It will not enhance the security 
of Yerushalayim whatsoever." He then 
told me an interesting story that we had 
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heard many years ago at an Agudath 
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I the Arabs) that the British govern- h I • the ones to be trusted by Kial YisroeP. I 
I

' ment was considering. The question To US, Yerus a ayim Are rodfei hadas, who suppress religious I, 

arose as to how ehrliche Yidden means more than a growth, to be the representatives of the 

I
, should react. The Moetzes Gedolei place on the map. Kial Yisroel in negotiating a non-existent 1' 

I 
I 
I 

I 

I 

I 

Hatorah of Agudas Yisroel in pre- peace? 
War times had not been asked about We see Verushalayim Let us devote a moment to examine Ii 

it, but there were many opinions as kemigda/ David what is happening in Bretz Yisroel today 
to how we should view the matter concerning the teaching of Torah hake- i 

and how to respond. The Brisker tzavareich, the dosha. Torah chinuch is suffering a great 1· 

Rav, who was not there, commented b" I I k crisis. Everyone is aware of the fact that ] 
that it was important to know how prover ia ong nee support for yeshivas ketanos, yeshivas 
the gedolim at the Knessia Gedo/a that connects Shamayim gedolos, and kollelim, has been cut so 
react. To illustrate his point, he cited va' aretz, Heaven drastically, they are in sakana- in grave 
a Gemara in Sanhedrin, which relates danger. And if you think the money 
an incident involving Shevna and and earth. isn't there, you're mistaken. They have 
Chizkiyahu Hamelech. enough money for all kinds of things, 

When Sancheiriv beleaguered but they cannot stomach the Torah 
Yerushalayim, Shevna, who had Having heard the feelings of two world's hatzlacha, its growth. 
more people under his influence gedolei Yisroel on the subject, 1 embarked There is an impending sakana - by 
than Chizkiyahu did, was ready to on my return to America on that same impending, I mean beginning tomor- J 

surrender. Chizkiyahu Hamelech day and reported the conversations that row morning - for the entire Chinuch . 
did not want to capitulate. Shevna 1 had had in their entirety to the Moetzes Atzmai system in Bretz Yisroel because 

1 

... 1· 

sent a message, with an arrow Gedolei Hatorah on the very next day. I there are tens of thousands of children 
attached, to Sancheiriv conveying had come back on Wednesday morning; who must come to school by bus. If that 
that he and his party were ready we convened the meeting on Wednesday bus transportation is not financed, then 
to surrender, but that Chizkiyahu afternoon. challila vechas, many, many of these chi!- 1' 

had refused to go along with his T)1e Gerrer Rebbe was in America at dren will wind up in the secular schools 
approach. The Ge1nara cites a pas- the tin1e, and he cornmunicated to me 7"i. And the transportation funding is 1· 

suk that relates that Chizkiyahu that he concurred with their view. not there. It may be there for this week 
was afraid: Perhaps the majority and the next week. But the time will 
of people that Shevna controlled soon come, and you'll hear about it, I 
could have an influence in Heaven, THE FACTORS TO CONSIDER unfortunately, that the entire chinuch 

1

. 

and the Ribbono shel Olam would · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · • · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · system - not to speak of the chadarim, 
lean toward Shevna's majority. The There are many components to this but the officially recognized Chinuch , 
Gemara says that Yeshayahu Hanavi question. We must ask ourselves: Atzmai system - will challila vechas be 1' 

came to Chizkiyahu Hamelech and Whom are we to trust? Who in danger of falling apart, because of Ii 

reassured him, "Don)t be afraid \vould represent Klal Yisroel in negotiat- the kesher resha'in1 that wants to sec 
of the grouping ... kesher resha'im ing away Yerushalayim Ir Hakodesh? It is this happen. 
hu, vekesher resha'im einam min something that is omeid al hapeirek- a ls this leadership to be the agency 1· 

haminyan. Shevna and his party matter of extreme urgency - because that decides whether Yerushalayim Ir ·'i 

are a band of wicked people whose in the next year or so, there will be Hakodesh will or will not be negoti-
opinions do not cOunt. Their major- n1ounting pressure from the American ated away? 
ity does not hold sway. The kesher government. Rav Elyashiv and Rav At this point, there is something else ' 
of tzaddikim is what is important Steinman realize that the next steps in that deserves mention. A few years ago, I 
in Reis Din shel Ma' ala, in the this problem are going to come from when the Israelis disengaged from Gush 
Heavenly Court." Washington. Our views on this particu- Katif, everyone was assured that it was [ 

.And the Brisker Rav said then, lar issue- our kesher-is min haininyan; so necessary for diplomatic reasons, 
[as we had heard from Rav Moshe it is most relevant. and that it would not compromise the 1· 

Shmuel Shapira, and as I heard it When dealing with such a momen- security of Bretz Yisroel. Many sympa-
again from Rav Aharon Leib two tous issue, are we to trust the same thized v.rith that decision, because, for j' 

weeks ago,] "Vos ehrliche Yidden individuals who have been known to whateverreason,itwasfeltthatwecould 
ha/ten hott a dei'a in Himmel. The fail us in the past? Are we to trust this not stand up against the entire world : 
kesher resha'im will not hold sway. kesher resha'im who brought a half mil- that looks at us as occupiers and oppres- I 

J ~t is our opinion that will make a lion non-Jews in to Bretz Yisroel from sors. We had to begin to make moves to , 

~ifference" ___ --. - - ~>dom::e<Umolli Are<Oo" ~=.wd"""'oob<ioo:iooof:J 



broad world. With this agenda in mind, 
the powers that be broke the lives and 
spirits of 20,000 Yidden ... callously. 
Why do l say that? Because if they had 
had their welfare in mind, they would 
have provided much better for them. 
And they did not. As far as security is 
concerned, the rockets have not stopped 
flying. The Kassams are still coming 
every day. And that glib-tongued dip
lomat had promised everybody that 
there would be no sakana, no threat to 
life .... Can we trust the1n in matters 
of security? 

If. THE CENTRALITY 
OF YERUSHALAYIM 

There is n1uch 1nore to say about 
the above topic, but l would like 
to focus on what Yerushalayim 

ought to mean to us. I am now not 
referring to the political dimension of 
Yerushalayirn. I am addressing our ruch
niyus and its place in our avoda. 

There is another Yerushalayim that 
the passuk (Tehillim 122,2) mentions. 
"Omdos hayu ragleinu bishe'arayich 
Yerushalayim. Our feet stood firmly 
\Vithin your gates, Jerusalem.» The 
Gemara ( Makkos 10) explains this pas
sage as referring to the security of 
Bretz Yisroel. "Omdos hayu ragleinu 
be'milchama bishvil talmidei chachamim 
shehayu oskim baTorah beYerushalayim. 
Our feet stood firmly in war because of 
the Torah scholars who were engaged 
in Torah study in Jerusalem." There is 
a Yerushalayim she/ Ma' ala- a Heavenly 
Jerusalem ... a Yerushalayim she/ Torah. 
We in chutz la'Aretz, outside of the Holy 
Land, should identify our Yiddishkeit 
with that Yerushalayim she/ Ma'ala, 
and not rn partition off Yerushalayim 
she/ Ma'ala from Yerushalayim she/ 
Matta, the Lower Jerusalem, as these 
so-called leaders have been doing for 
the last 60 years. 

"Yerushalayim habenuya ke'ir 
I shechubra la yachdav. The built up 
i Yerushalayim is like a city that is united 
I together" (ibid, 3 ). The kesher, the bond 
I between Yerushalay1m she/ Ma'ala and I Yerusha~tm shel Matta is at the focus of 

our avoda. Let us bear in 1nind a Beraisa 
quoted in the Gemara. 

If one is standing [to daven] out
side Bretz Yisroel, he should direct 
his heart towards Bretz Yisroel, as it 
is stated: "And they will pray to You 
by way of their land!' (Melachim 
I, 8,44) If one is standing in Bretz 
Yisroel, he should direct his heart 
towards Jerusalem, as it is stated: 
"And they will pray to Hashem by 
way of the city that You have cho
sen." (Melachim I, 8,44) If one is 
standing in Jerusalem, he should 
direct his heart towards the Beis 
Hamikdash, as it is stated: "And 
they will pray towards this House." 
(Divrei Hayamim II, 6,32) 

It emerges that all of Israel direct 
their hearts to one place, "Like the 
tower of David is your neck, built 
as a landmark" (Shir Hashirim 4,4), 
a hill [the Temple Mount] towards 
which all mouths turn. 
When we Yidden relate to Yerusha

layim as the focus of our tefillos, then 

Yerushalayim and the Beis Hamikdash 
become part of our daily lives. The three 
tefillos that we are mispalleil every day 
serve as the conduit through which our 
entreaties rise to the Ribbono she/ Olam. 
To us, Yerushalayim means more than a 
place on the map. We see Yerushalayim 
kemigdal David tzavareich, the prover
bial long neck that connects Shamayim 
va' aretz, Heaven and earth. 

It is the source of the achdus, the unity 
of Kial Yisroel, wherever they may be. As 
Rabbi Yehuda Halevi says in his Kina: 
"Sham haShechina . . . mu/ shaarei ... 
she'arayich. The Shechina rests there, 
aligned with the Heavenly Abode .... " 
Thus does Rabbi Yehuda Halevi identify 
Yerushalayim Ir HaKodesh. 

A Tosafos in Bava Basra quotes a 
Sifri that can help us better appreci
ate the talmidei chachamim who are 
metzuyanim behalacha, immersed 
in Torah study in Yerushalayim. The 
Sifri explains the connection between 
ma' aseir sheinP and a benefit associ
ated with it: "Lema'an tilmad leyira es 
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Hashem Elokecha - that you may learn 
to fear Hashem your G-d." 

Hovv great is 1na'aser sheini! A Yid 
came to Yerushalayim to eat his ma'aser 
sheini. What did he see there? He saw 
kohanim be' avodasam - the kohanim 
in their Divine Service in the Mikdash. 
He saw the Sanhedrin sitting in judg
ment. He sa w the talmidei chachamim 
of Yerushalayim. And he, too, became 
nis) orreir - awakened and inspired. He 
received that his'orerus in Yerushalayhn, 
and applied it to his own avoda when 
he returned home. 

According to the Sifri, this is the 
intent of the mitzvah of 1na'aseir shei
ni... "Zema' an ti/mad leyira - that 
you may learn to revere." You co1ne to 
Yerushalayim and you become nis' orreir 
in yiras Shamayim, inspired by the 
kedushas avoda, because it is the mekom 
avoda of Kial Yisroel and the mekom 
Torah of Kial Yisroel. 

Thus, determining the future of 
Yerushalayim is not merely a political 
question for us. It has relevance to 
our ruchniyus, our avoda, our yiras 
Shamayim. 

THE VORT 1 

• The menu for the seuda is 
· • · • • • • • · • • • • · • • • • • · • • • • • • · • • i limited to 3 courses followed by a • The Vort celebration is to be : 

discontinued. The L'chaim (held at ! regular dessert. 
the time that the engagement is • No Viennese table and no bar. 
announced) should also not turn 
into a Vort. THE MUSIC 

THE WEDDING 
.- .F.or. 

0tyi>lC:a1· tamiiies: ·0ri1y· ·400 
invited guests may be seated at the 
chassuna seuda. (The Guidelines 
make provision for exceptional 
circumstances - see full text.) 
• The kabbolas panim smorgas
bord should be limited to basic 
cakes, fruit platters, a modest buf
fet, and the caterer's standard 
chicken or meat hot dishes. 

.- ·A 6ancf may consfsi of a ·rriaximum 
of 5 musicians (one of the musicians 
may act as a vocalist) or four musi
cians and one additional vocalist. 

• A one-man band is recom
mended. 

FLOWERS 8r. CHUPA DECOR 
.- tfie· icit·a·1 ·c05i ot" itiese· ftems for 
the entire wedding should not 
exceed $1,800. 

FOR THE FULL VERSION OF THE SIMCHA GUIDELINES 
WITH ITS RABBINICAL ENDORSEMENTS 
AND THE ACCOMPANYING l<OL KOREH, 

please can 212-612-~30() 
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layim? Avraham called it 
"Yira - Fear:' Malkitzeddek 

called it "Shaleim - Perfection, Peace." 1·, 

The Ribbono shel Olam combined the 
two concepts of yira and shalom, call- 1· 

ing the place "Yerushalayim." So to 
1 

us, Yerushalayim is "lenia'an tilmad ]! 

leyira - that you may learn to fear 
Hashem." To us, there is a derishas : 
shalom aleinu ve'al kol amo Yisroel ] 
ve' al Yerushalayim - a seeking of peace 
among all of us. Interestingly, the pas-

1

. 

suk says:" Umalkitzeddek melech Shaleim ,I 

hotzi lechem vayayin. And Malkitzeddek 
brought out bread and wine" to refresh 
Avraham. The King of Shaleim expressed 
his welcome with the extension of lechem 
vayayin to those who came to him. 

Now, lechem vayayin means bread 
and wine, in its literal sense. But Chazal 
point out that in the berachos that 
Yitzchak Avinu conferred on Yaakov, 
he said: "May Hashem give you the dew 
of the heavens and the fatness of the 
earth, verov dagan vesirosh - [literally] 
abundant grain and wine" (Bereishis 
27,28). These both represent Torah, 
lachma she/ Torah veyeina shel Torah. 
Thus, Yerushalayim is to be appreciated 
as the source of Torah, the "bread and 
wine" of Torah. 

Many of our concerns - the sub-
ject matter of various sessions at this 
Convention - focus on extending our
selves to save other Yidden from spiri-
tual oblivion, to bring them back to 
the Ribbono she/ Olam. How is this to 
be done? Through "bread and wine" 
in all its phases, in all its facets. Much 
of the stress was on the kollelim that 
provide lechem vayayin in the differ-
ent communities where they function, 
offering nutrition to the neshamos of 
fellow Jews. More than that, learning 
with another Jew on the telephone, 
speaking to another Jew - even simply 
encouraging him - is something we can 
all do. So the shalom of Yerushalayim is 
the shalom of Kial Yisroel, the sheleimus, 
the bond that connects one Jew with 
another. We should walk in the footsteps 

syn1bolizes to our eternity. [ij 

of Malkitzeddek melech Shaleim and 
extend lechem vayayin to our fellow 
Jews in the spirit of what Yerushalay~m 

---------------------------- ________ ,, ___ - -- - -- --- ----- -
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, .. , .. .. JJI Yisroel llreivim 
Zalllazeh 

RESCUING AMERICAN JEWRY 
FROM THE CLIFF'S EDGE 
Based on an address by 
Rabbi Matisyahu Salomon, N"1.?'7v 

Mashgiach of Bais Medrash Govoha, 
delivered at the recent national 
Convention of Agudath Israel of America 

STRIVING UPWARD 

The subtitle of the convention 
theme reads "American Jewry 
on the Cliff's Edge." Perhaps we 

should change the headline a bit. First 
of all, we care for one another, \vherever 
they may be - not only in America. 
Furthermore, perhaps we should not 
focus on sounding an alarm. Instead, 
let us look at the positive side of 
things. American Jewry is climbing up 
a 1nountain. Are we getting closer to 
the sun1mit? Yes. Are we leaving space 
at the bottom to accom1nodate others? 
Are we pulling others up with us? As 
we continue to rise higher and higher, 
climbing steadily toward the top, we can 
pull all the rest along with us, without 
any danger of toppling off. 

Similarly, why should we talk about 
the threats facing Yerushalayirn? Let 
us focus on the promise and hope: 
In our days, \VC are all witness to the 
realization of" Ki tn{fziyon teitzei Sarah 
u'devar Hashe1n miYerushalayiJn." So 

much Torah is being learned, and so 
111any bnei Torah are being nurtured 
and developed in the Holy City. Aren't 
they a source of pride to us? Aren't 
the tinokos she/ beis rabban, the tens of 
thousands of little children learning 
Torah all over Eretz Yisroel, a source of 
pride to us, as well? For them, too, there 
should be hope. 

We 1nust continue in the ways of 
the founders of Chinuch Atzmai over 
half a century ago, when the great Rosh 
Hayeshiva, Rav Aharon Kotler 7":iT, put 
aside his concerns for his yeshiva in 
Lakewood, and traveled all over the 
country just to win backing to estab· 
lish and maintain a system of chinuch 
for the children of Eretz Yisroel. They 
were "our children" then, and they 
are today - just as all bnei Torah of 
Eretz Yisroel are our brothers. "Haloch 
vekarasa be'aznei Yerushalayim lein1or 
.... Go forth and call out to the ears of 
Jerusalem, saying ... :'That is to say that 
Yerushalayim joins us all together there 
on our neshanza level. 
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I ~~~~~~.~~~:~~. ~.~~.1: ~'."'.":'!-'~. Our com1·ng together at th1"s moment J 

' yirmeyahu Hanavi said, "Haloch 

I vekarasa be' aznei Yerushalayim ] 
leimor: Ko amar Hashem, 'Zach- to address the gravely seriOUS Subject 

I 
arti lach chessed ne'urayich, ahavas 

, kelulosayich, lechteich acharai bamidbar 
be' eretz lo zerua. The Ribbono she! Olam 
said to the navi, "Go and speak to the 
ears of Yerushalayim .... " 

Whom was the Navi to address? Did 
Yerushalayim have ears? Rabbi Chaim of 
Volozhin explains that the Yerushalayim 
she! Ma'ala is the mekom hiskallelus 
nishmos kol Beis Yisroel- the place where 
all Jewish neshamos converge. 

Corresponding to Yerushalayim she! 
Matta, the Lower Jerusale1n, there is a 
Yerushalayim she! Ma'ala, the Upper 
Jerusalem. Yerushalayim shel Matta 
is described: "Yerushalayim habenuya 
ke'ir shechubra la yachdav, shesham allu 

of our relationship with Yerushalayim 

was not in order to raise up the 

slogan: "Yerushalayim belongs to us." 

Let us instead accept upon ourselves 

a new slogan: "We belong to 
Yerushalayim," the mekom 

hiskallelus neshamos of Kial Yisroel. 

Shevatim Shivtei Kah lehodos leSheim you imagine him saying: "Let's go back ACCEPTING THE 

Hashem:'Yerushalayimwasaplacewhere to Auschwitz"? ... What, then, would CHALLENGE OF THE MI OBAR 

Kial Yisroel experienced unity. Every have prompted a Yid to say, "Let's go 
Sheivet, every Tribe, giving expression to back to Mitzrayitn"? And so, in a weak ino1nent, that 
its own individuality, merged together Says the Steipler: We may find this thought, that option, came up 
with the others in Yerushalayim, into incredulous because we do not have in their minds. But after that 
one unit, "lehodos leSheim Hashem, to the full picture of the situation there. moment of hesitation and conflict, Kial 
sing praise to Hashem's Name." And that, Mitzrayim was always "kegan Hashem Yisroel continued in their path to great-
in turn, emanates from Yerushalayim - like the garden of G-d" - economi- ness in the Midbar. "Ko amar Hashem, 
shel Ma' ala, where the neshamos of cally, the best place to live. After Keriyas 'Zacharti Zach chessed ne'urayich."' You 
Kial Yisroel are joined together, lehodos Yam Suf, when the armies of Mitzrayim knew that you would have to struggle 
leSheim Hashem. were drowned, and there was neither on in the Midbar. You knew that you 

How does one relate to the message royalty nor ruling government left, would have to face challenging wars to I 
"Ko amar, Hashem 'Zacharti lach chessed it was a walkover to go back into enter Bretz Yisroel. You gave up all the [ 
ne'urayich ... lechteich acharai bamidbar Mitzrayim: "Let's take the Torah, return comforts. And it was worth it for you. 

1 

. 

. . . "'?The Steipler 7"lll explains the pas- to Mitzrayim with it, and make it into a You did not seek the Olam Hazeh com-
sulc Lechteich acharai bamidbar - that Yiddishe medina. What will we be lack- forts that had been part and parcel of 
when Kial Yisroel followed Hashem ing except the extra mitzvos hateluyos the Mitzrayim vision. Instead, you opted i 
Yisbarach into the Midbar, the wilder- ba'Aretz, except for the opportunity to for ruchniyus, for sheleimus, for deveikus, I' 

ness, it was not just a spontaneous build a Beis Hamikdash? And except for Torah, for avoda, for the Shechinah. 
response at that moment - lechteich for the closeness of hashra'as haShechi- And the Ribbono shel Olam says: Haloch 
acharai lamidbar, to the desert. It was a nah - living under the Shechinah's vekarasa be' aznei Yerushalayim. Every 
sustained effort- bamidbar- struggling ennobling Presence? That was a conflict time that Kial Yisroel are nisorreir - 1' 

through the Midbar for forty years. And that accompanied Bnei Yisroel in their whenever they arouse themselves to 
what was that struggle? Says the Steipler: every step in the Midbar: Is it worth the unite for a goal of achievement in I' 

Bear in mind that Klal Yisroelhad actual- difficulties that we must deal with? Maybe ruchniyus, of coming closer to Torah 
ly said in a moment of weakness," Nitna we should go back for a more comfortable ve' avoda and to the Shechina - then the 
rash venashuva Mitzraima - let us go life, indulging in vast pleasures and an Ribbono she! Olam responds: "You now I 
back to Mitzrayim." Imagine someone easier life- with the Torah, no less! Only represent the values of Yerushalayim shel 

I 
who had escaped from Auschwitz, and our connection with Hashem will suffer; Ma' ala. When you respond to the mes- , 
upon arriving in America, encountered we will have less opportunities of deveikus sage of your neshamos, which are bo~~! l I 

0 

difficulties i~mahlng a livmg~~ .. Could~-the Shechina. ----- ---- ---- tog-e-th_e_r ~1-Ye-r-ush_a_l-ay_i_m __ s_h_el_M~:J 
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haloch vekarasa be'aznei Yerushalayirn 
leitnor 'Ko arnar Hashen1 .... "' 

Our coming together at this moment 
to address the gravely serious subject 
of our relationship with Yerushalayim 
was not in order to raise up the slogan: 
"Yerushalayim belongs to us." Let us 
instead accept upon ourselves a ne\v 
slogan: "We belong to Yerushalayim," 
the mekorn hiskallelus neshanws of Kial 
Yisroel. And that connects us and binds 
us with a responsibility for each other. 

"Kol Yisroel areivirn zeh lazeh - All 
Jews are guarantors for one another," 
for Kial Yisroel is one. Indeed, the clas
sic mussar sefer, Tomer Devora, says that 
our interdependency exists because we 
all form one neshama - hiskal/elus nesh
ama she! kol Yisroel. When a Yid does 
a mitzvah, he brings benefit to all the 
Yidden; and when chas veshalom Yidden 
go astray, they bring a loss to everyone 
in Kial Yisroel, because we are one. 

DAVEN ING FOR THE 

SPIRITUALITY OF OTHERS 

I
n a brief letter to one of his talnzi
dim, the Chazon !sh writes: 

"It seems to me that you're lack
ing in ahavas Yisroel. I want to 
give you an eitza on how to perfect 
yourself in ahavas Yisroel. Daven for 
an individual in Kial Yisroel; daven 
for Kial Yisroel; daven for pashute 
Yidden - and you will get an idea, 
and a feeling, of ahavas Yisroel." 
This is a most practical eitza ( strat-

egy) that we should all adopt. We daven 
for the things that we need. We know 
that, \Vith our tefllla, we can be suc
cessful. But are \Ve davening enough? 
Do we care enough? Do the problems 
that we face disturb us enough? Let us 
think about our children, the children 
who have drifted away from Yiddishkeit, 
the children who have not yet come into 
Yiddishkeit. Do we daven for them? 

[ May I quote yet another insight fron1 
I the Chazon !sh: "You might think that 

there is no point to a person davening 
! that somebody else should become a 
[ better Yid, because that depends on L·d:·:,,.:=of. 

PINC~S .M:ANDEL 
Over 50 years experience in Kvura in Bretz Yisrael 
Serving the North Amencan Public and Funeral Industry 
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Personal responsibility throughout service - NOT JUSf "PAPERWORK" 

ORIGINATOR OF THE PRESENT RABBINICALLY APPROVED METHOD 
Highly recommended by Gedolai Hador- Here and in Eretz Yisrael 

162S-42nd Street, Brooklyn, NY 11204 

Day &Night phone: (718) 851-8925 
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Kavod Haniftar with Mesiras Nefesh and compassion for the bereaved family. 
TAHARAS ffA~IFTAR SHOULD NEVER BE COMMERCIALIZED 
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It hurts 

It feels better just to talk about it. That's 
why we're here. Our staff is made up of 

caring and sensitive individuals. Together, 
we can help you explore your options. We 
can refer you to recognized professionals 

for counseling, legal advice or help in 
finding a safe environment. We can also 
put you in touch with some very special 

Rabbis. But in order for us to reach out to 
you, you must first reach out to us. 

Confidential Hotline 
(No caller ID) 

Do it for yourself. 
Do it for your children. 

1.888.883.2323 
(Toll Free) 

718.337.3700 
(NYC Area) 

Shalom Task Force 11 a 501(cl(J) charitable 01ganizat1on 
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The new hazard may be the result of having 
come to terms with the current status. 

of Mitzrayim, and to struggle forward 
. .. to identify the standards to which we 
can raise ourselves and our children, so 
as to reach for a level of closeness to the 
Ribbono shel Olam. 

We even hang pictures in our best rooms of 
the Kosel Hama'aravi, with a mosque 7"1 as the 
centerpiece, and it does not cause us any pain. The Ribbono shel Olam is looking 

from on high, and is remarking to His 
pamalya shel ma' ala, His Heavenly pal
ace guard: "Ko a mar Hashem, 'Zacharti 

We have to wake ourselves up. 

choice for him, an expression of his free 
will. How can my prayer make a differ
ence? After all, "Hakol bidei Shamayim 
chutz mi'yiras Shamayim - All is in 
the Hands of Heaven except for fear 
of Heaven." But, [says the Chazon 
!sh,] Kial Yisroel is one neshama. And 
if one person wants someone else to 
do teshuva, and he davens to Hashem 
Yisbarach, it is with the bechira of both 
the petitioner and beneficiary. Hashem 
Yisborach is prepared to bring down a 
hashpa'a (influence) of yiras Shamayim 
on that other person, because his 
neshama is 1nisyacheid; it joins up and 
connects with the other ba' al habechira 
who is davening. 

As an expression of our desire to be 
mekareiv (influence) others, we should 
make sure to also daven that people 
should do teshuva - people whom 
we know, as well as people whom we 
do not know. Our tefillos should be 
for Kial Yisroel, here and all over the 
world, including those in Bretz Yisroel. 
And yes, even for those leaders who are 
resha'itn and are actively misleading 
others. After all, "Leiv melachim beyad 
Hashem - The hearts of kings are in 
Hashem's Hands." They may not qualify 
as melachim, but as leaders, their leiv is 
still beyad Hashem. 

We must take this endeavor seriously. 

THE CONVENTION 

AS A LAUNCHING PAD 

Zach chessed ne'urayich ahavas kelu
losayich, lechteich ... ' - So said G-d, 
'I remember the generosity of your 
youth ... your venturing after Me into 
the desert .... "'He sees that we want to 

This convention is an extraordi- identify ourselves with the beginnings 
nary event. People have gathered of Kial Yisroel, and with that spirit with 
together to hear, to listen, and (I which we strive for the emes. 

would like to believe) to change, to go We have a struggle ahead of us, as we 
higher, to put Kial Yisroel on a different endeavor to continue to leave the life-
level. Not just to raise our sights and styles and values of Mitzrayim behind 
elevate ourselves, but to change. us, struggling to come ever closer to 

Let us, then, put ourselves in Rosh Hashem Yisbarach, meriting to have 
Hashana mode, when we daven, the Beis Han1ikdash, to experience the 
"Veyei' asu chulam aguda achas la'asos hovering of the Shechinah over us, and 
retzoncha beleivav shaleim. Let them all achieving the Ge'ula sheleima. 
become a single group to do Your \vi11 "Un1ipnei chata'einu galinu 111ei' -
wholeheartedly." And then continue artzeinu ... ve'ein anachnu yecholim ... 
with: <(Vechein tein kavod le'arnecha ... la'asos chovoseinu-Becausc of our sins, 
simcha le'artzecha, vesasson le'irecha, we have been exiled from our land ... 
utzemicha~ keren leDavid avdecha. And and we cannot perform our obligations" 
so, too, Hashem, grant honor to Your (Mussa/ of Festivals). The new hazard 
people ... gladness to Your land, and may be the result of having come to 
joy to Your city, and flourishing pride to terms with the current status. We even 
David, Your servant ... !" Do \Ve daven hang pictures in our best rooms of the 
with all possible intensity? And are Kosel Han1a'aravi, with a mosque 7"1 as 
we still davening to be zocheh to that the centerpiece, and it does not cause 
moment of ''Vesin1loch Atta Hashen1 us any pain. 
al kol ma'asecha - Then You, Hashem, We have to wake ourselves up. 
will reign over all Your works"? Are Perhaps this is all that the Ribbono 
we yearning to witness the fulfillment shel Olam wants from us: to awaken 
of that phenomenal passuk, "Yimloch within us the true meaning, the beck-
Hashem le'olam Blokayich Tziyon ledor oning, uplifting call, the essence of 
vador halleluka- Hashem shall reign for- Yerushalayim she/ Ma'ala. To recognize 
ever -your G-d, O' Zion, from genera- \vhat we are missing, and to realize that 
tion to generation - praise Hashen1!" at this moment, we are still strangers. 

We gather together to experience a Even when we walk in the familiar 
change, and to change all of Kial Yisroel streets of our Holy City, we are in galus. 
with us. Hashem Yisbarach is waiting for the 

We are in Yerushalayim shel Ma' ala. united plea of Kial Yisroel: "Vesechezena 

Unfortunately, the few kapitlach Tehillim 
that we say at the end of davening for 
the sake of Kial Yisroel have become 
rote. Moreover, they are focused on 
defending the country's military secu
rity. Instead, let us daven - and daven 

' . d daven - that our brothers m Bretz 
Jn our bikur shel emes - our search for eineinu beshuvcha leTziyon berachamim 
truth - we are endeavoring to try to - May our eyes behold your return to 

oel do teshuva. 

2 
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raise ourselves over and above the lure Tziyon in compassion." Uij 
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I have the zechus to bring greetings 
and besoros tovos (good tidings) 
from Yerushalayim Ir Hakodesh. It is 

a city of Torah, tefilla and chessed. It is a 
city where new yeshivos, new kollelin1, 
and gernachim are constantly opening. A 
city where no one is ever without a place 
to eat on Shabbos or to sleep during the 
week, \vhere even poor families are rich 
enough to look for guests, where most 
of the young children are in chadarim 
or Torah schools, where your children 
and grandchildren from America fill the 
yeshivos and seminaries, and then co1ne 
back to you filled, in turn, with Torah 
and yiras Shamayim. 

It is the largest city in the world with 
a Chareidi mayor and city government. 
The chiloni media told the world that 
the city would collapse if we came to 
power, but baruch Hashem, the garbage 
is being picked up, traffic is under con· 
trol, construction never stops. In short, 
Yerushalayim is a city that works, baruch 
Hashem! 

This is all very good news, and I 
wish I could tell you that all is well 
in our city, and that the future of 
Yerushalayirn is secure. But I cannot! 
There is a dark cloud on the horizon. 
And the danger is not only from the 
people that Condoleezza Rice and your 
State Department call our "peace loving 

From an address by the ...... vu• 

Uri Lopoliansky 

cousins:) Bnei Yish1na' el. The danger 
is within our own ranks. Permit me 
to explain. 

Over a hundred years ago, there was 
a new move1nent among Jews. Those 
who joined this movement left the Torah 
and rebelled against Hashem Yisbarach 
7··i, and they patterned themselves after 
the nationalist movements of Europe, 
demanding a land of their own so as 
to be a Jewish country. The name they 
adopted to describe their organization 
was"Zionism." Zion-or Tziyon-is the 
Har Habayis, the place where Avraham 
Avinu brought Yitzchak to the akeida to 
offer hi1n as a sacrifice, where Ya' akov 
Avitn1 sa\v that "This is none other than 
the House of Elokim and this is the 
Gates of Heaven;' the place where David 
dreamt of building the Beis Hamikdash, 
and where Shlomo actually built it. 

Why did people who denied the 
authority of the Torah, people who 
would have opposed the building of a 
Beis Hamikdash, call their movement 
"Zionism"? Because there is some
thing in the Jewish heart that loves 
Yerushalayim. Theodore Herzl would 
accept Uganda, but no one else. "I arn 
in the West but my heart is at the edge 
of the East!" 

In Tanach, we find three places that 
were acquired by Jews, that undeniably I .. _ --~--- ··---·---·-------·-·----

belong to us. Avraham Avinu bought 
the Me'aras Hamachpeila in Chevron 
with a full payment (see Bereishis 23, 16). 
Yaakov Avinu took Shechem "with 
my sword and my bow." And David 
Hamelech bought the Har Habayis for 
the future Beis Hamikdash. 

Three places: Chevron, Shechem, 
Yerushalayim. What became of those 
three holy places? 

The government of Israel gave away 
Chevron in the name of peace .... Did 
it bring peace? 

The government of Israel gave away 
Shechem in the name of peace .... Did 
it bring peace? 

But Yerushalayim - Tziyon? Who 
could even dream of giving away a 
square meter of the Holy City? Every 
prime n1inister from Ben Gurion to 
Sharon swore that Yerushalayim would 
always remain Jewish and would never 
be divided. 

David Hamelech said "Ke'ir shechubra 
la yachdav- The built up Yerushalayim 
is like a city that is united, all together." 
Talmud Yerushalmi says regarding this 
passuk that the Holy City is mechabeir, 
"It is a city that turns all Jews into 
chaveirim." Yerushalayim is the city that 
unites us. 

But what do vve hear no\v? Govern
ment ministers are speaking openly 
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"A sharp sword rests on 
the neck of Yerushalayim." 

about slicing up Yerushalayim like a 
sala1ni, and serving portions to the 
Palestinians. Our prime minister was 
not ashamed to say that he was will
ing to bring neighborhoods of our 
Yerushalayim to Annapolis and offer 
them to our enemies. 

And this will bring us peace? There 
is a famous line from American history: 
"They cry, 'Peace, peace,' but there is 
no peace!') 

and Yerushalayim - call themselves the 
real Zionists. And we, who pray three 
times a day"Velirushalayim ircha bera
chamim tashuv - And to Yerushalayim, 
Your city, n1ay You return in compas
sion" - \Ve are the non- or the anti
Zionists. What a magnificent example 
of doublespeak! 

I do not speak in my own name. I 
speak in the name of the gedolei Yisroel, 
the ziknei hador - the elders of our 
generation. I bring you their message 
that we Chareidi Yidden must speak 

REAL.ISM, NOT ALARM ISM out as strongly as we can against this 
• • • · · · · · • • • • • • • • • • • · • · • • • · • · · • • • chillul hakodesh, this desecration of 

A m I an alarmist? What happened the sacred. 
vvhen we gave away Gaza? Ask the \Ve have a voice and we n1ust use 
people of Sederot and Ashkelon. it - with eloquence and passion. You, 

Innocent inen, \Von1en and children live Acheinu Bnei Yisroel in An1erica, have 
in terror, \Vaiting day and night for the enormous influence, and you must 
siren that will give them 15 seconds-fif- use it. "If not now, when?" If we wait 
teen seconds! -to run to a shelter. Is that much longer, it may be too late! We 
what we want for Yerushalayim? dare not delay in the vain hope that 

And what will happen to its bun- everything will work out. There is no 
dreds of thousands of Jews if the Prime time! "A sharp sword rests on the neck 
Minister and his cohorts have their way of Yerushalayin1.)' 
and give away entire neighborhoods of May I close with a passuk from 
Yerushalayim? What will happen if the Yeshaya (62,1): "For the sake of Zion 
Palestinians are given sovereignty over I will not be silent, and for the sake of 
the Har Habayis ';>"i? Almost every Yerushalayim I will not be complacent." 
Jewish neighborhood will be in range of The Targum says regarding this possuk: 
even the crudest Kassam rockets. "Hashem Yisbarach says, 'Until I bring 

Do you remember just a few years the Ge'ula to Tziyon, the entire world 
ago, when Palestinians poured bricks will not have peace, and until I bring 
and rocks from the Har Habayis onto comfort to Yerushalayirn, the kingdoms 
the Kosel Plaza? It was an open miracle of the world will not be able to rest.'" 
that no one was killed! If we do what Peace and tranquility in Yerushalayirn 
son1e of our ministers are planning to mean peace for the world. If we Je\VS do 

Child Development Specialists 
Helping Infants & Toddlers 

with Developmental Delays and Disabilities 

Evaluation and a full range of 
Therapeutic Services provided 
at our Center or in the privacy 

of your home 
Bilingual Services Available 

Services are provided based on the child's needs 
as detennined bv the NYC Earlv Intervention 
Progra1n. lbe E3.rly Interventioll Official \vill 
determine the location and pro\1der of any 
needed services. This Early Intervention 
Program is funded & regulated by the i\i'YC Dept. 
of Health & Mental Hygiene. 

Executive Offices: 
649 Thirty-Ninth Street 

Brooklyn, New York 11232 

Queens Office: 
70-14 141 st Street 

Flushing, New York 1136 7 
do, the Har Habayis will be completely not care about the Holy City 7"i, the 
unprotected by our police and soldiers. world will have no peace. Let us protect SERVING BROOKLYN, QUEENS, 
How can intelligent people even think Yerushalayim - and in that zechus, we STATEN ISLAND & MANHATTAN 
of doing such a thing? can be mispalleil that Hashem Yisbarach 

Take note of an ironic fact: They-the will bring us the Ge'ula sheleirna bi me- WWW.Challenge•ei,COm 

~s who want to give away Eretz Yisme/- hei~ beyameznu~- ---- --- ~----- ----- ------ ··-·------_J 
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l'~J'w. Bush's vis;;~tul'Jbi~<> > • 

'Jfe14it~a•iwenry ~i~ittfs In his tightly scripted schedule to meet privately 
with Jerusalem Mayor Uri Lopolianski. Not less surprising, however, was the 

meeting between Rabbi Yosef Shalam Elyashiv and Lopolianski the day before the lat
ter's meeting with President Bush. Rabbi El ya shiv spent 45 minutes with Lopolianski, 
giving him exactly the message he wanted conveyed to President Bush. _ _ 

The length of the meeting alone attests to the importance of the warning Rabbi 
Elyashiv wanted to send. That message was presented orally by the mayor and in a 
letter from Rah bi Elyashiv to the president, which was translated into English. It was: '!\ 
1nortal threat hovers over the existence of the ]e1vish settlernent in Eretz Yisroel." 

Rabbi Elyashiv reinforced his message repeatedly in the meeting with the Mayor. 
Lopolianski had assumed that the message that Rabbi Elyashiv wanted him to deliver 
would focus on Jerusalem. Rabbi Elyashiv told him, however, that "there are things 
far n1ore dangerous" than the discussions over partitioning ferusalern, 111ore danger
.ous even than the Palestinians. In that vein, he 1ncntioned the threat posed by Iran, 
Syria and Egypt. 

When Lopolianski tried to explain that it was not his place to enter into n1atte!·s 
of state with President Bush, Rabbi Elyashiv brushed aside his objections. The pose1k 
hador told him that he had no faith in the political echelons, and that he wanted hrs 
rncssagc expressed to the president just as he told it to the 1nayor. As for the objectio.ns 
that the mayor would be violating the accepted protocol, Rabbi Elyashiv answered him 
with the words of Mordechai to Esther, 'J\nd who knows whether it was just for such 
a time as this that you attained the royal position!" (Megillas Esther 4:14) 

Given the degree of secrecy that normally shrouds Rabbi Elyashiv's house, the quick 
dissemination of reports of the meeting between Rabbi Elyashiv and Mayor Lopoliansky 
suggests that Rabbi Elyashiv wants Jews both in Israel and abroad to share his sense of 
foreboding, if only to strengthen their daveningfor the security of acheinu Beis Yisroel 
beEretz Hakodesh. And it is arguable, based on the detail that he went into concern
ing the threats facing Israel, that he wants fe1vs everywhere to apprise then1selves of 
the nature of the threats so that they can act effectively to combat them. 

We thus present in the pages that follow one perceptive observer's analysis of the 
threats posed by these Arab powers, prepared by Yonoson Rosenblum, based on what 
can well be considered generally accessible inforrnation. - N. W 

- -- ---------------
R~es~·-Ros~NBLUM,--~;-~;;s 1N--JERL:SAl.r.M. is A coN1RJB1JnNG EDITOR ro T11t:Jr-:wrs1J OBsERVf.R. Ht 

JS ALSO D!NEC !'OR OF I'llE l.<;R1\EU DIVISION OF AM ECHAD, THE AGt:DAJ'll !Sl~AJ:l.-JNSPIHED ED! :CAT!ONAL 

ltly ·.in~lysls or ili~"'bXisfentlfil il~nger 
to Israel that he spoke of is· precisely 
the same as his. But it behooves all of 
us to try to understand something of 
the nature of those threats. 

Particularly interesting was Rabbi 
Elyashiv's listing of Egypt as no less a 
threat to Israel than the threats from 
the North. Here, he departed from the 
conventional wisdom that Egypt's Hosni 
Mubarak is fully committed to the peace 
treaty with Israel. Former chairman of 
the Knesset Foreign Affairs Committee 
MK Yuval Steinitz has long warned of 
the threat from Egypt, and it is clear 
that Rabbi Elyashiv agrees. 

Steinitz points out that Egypt main
tains a 1nillion-1nan standing army, even 
though the only enemy against which 
such a large army could ever conceivably 
be deployed is Israel. Similarly, Egypt 
continues to pour billions of dollars 
into advanced weaponry - much of 
it purchased with American military 
aid - even as 45% of the population 
lives on $2/day. 

Despite the billions of dollars in 
American aid that Egypt has received 
annually since the 1977 Camp David 
Agreements, Egpyt not only continues 
to undermine Israel in every interna
tional forum, but also vocally opposed 
President Bush's Mideast democracy 
initiative. While maintaining a chilly 
"cold peace" with Israel - Mubarak, , [ <H'<R<ACH <T<'OR< AND MCO<A R<'"<<RC<C. ___J 

L--·---·-----------·-----·--·-·----·---------·----------------·-----
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I 
by coming to Israel, while Israeli min- world's oil flows, and thus, the price of the chances of American military action 
isters frequently travel to see him in oil. A nuclear Iran would also provide a against Iran's nuclear facilities, or even Ii 

I
, one of his royal residences - Egypt cover for Iran's terrorist proxies around stronger international sanctions against 

continues to allow vast new supplies the world, and shield Iran from Western Iran, have never seemed so slight, or the 
i of advanced weaponry to pour over response. Finally, Iranian possession of likelihood of a nuclear Iran so great. ]' 

I 
the Egyptian border into Gaza. Steinitz nuclear weapons would give further The opening words of the NIE were i 
charges Egypt with slowly hleeding credence to the jihadist narrative of carefully crafted by three mid-level State 

I

' Israel while patiently waiting for its Islam ascendant- a narrative that begins Department officials to tie President 1· 

opportumty. with the expulsion of the Soviets from Bush's hands. They constituted, in the I 
, Afghanistan by the mujhadeen. words of former U.N. Ambassador John 

THE CONSENSUS ON IRAN Israel'sformerDeputyDefenseMinister Bolton, a "qnasi-putsch" against the 
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · Ephraim Sneh has said that the mere elected president. And yet, the NIE's I 

W hile Rabbi Elyashiv's mention acquisition of nuclear weapons by Iran conclusion was, on its face, meaning-
of the Egyptian threat was would mark the end of Zionism, for no less. The first footnote defines a nuclear 
something of a chiddush, his one with the ability to flee would continue weapons program exclusively in terms 

citation of the danger of Iran was well to live in Israel under the ever present of weapons design ( weaponization) and 
within the Israeli consensus. There are threat of an Iranian nuclear attack. That "secret" enrichment efforts. Thus, the 
those in Israel and the West who console is why most Israeli analysts assume that if 3,000 centrifuges currently enriching 

l.i 

themselves that the Iranian mullahs are Israel is convinced that Iran is on the verge uranium at Iran's Natanz nuclear site 
not madmen, and that they are subject of going nuclear, it will attack Iran. do not constitute a nuclear weapons 
to the same logic of Mutual Assured What is by no means certain, how- program under the NIE's definition 

I 
Destruction (MAD) that prevented ever, is that such an attack would prove because their existence is not secret. 

, nuclear war throughout the Cold War. successful. Iranian nuclear facilities are Those enrichment efforts, however, have 

I 
That is hopefully true. But it is far spread around the country, and deeply already been the subject of condemna-

. from certain. Ahmadinejad's predeces- underground.Any resemblance to Iraq's tion in no less than three U.N. Security 
sors already expressed the logic of a Osirak reactor destroyed by Israel in Council resolutions, and the subject of 

I'

' nuclear exchange with Israel: We kill 1981 is pnrely coincidental. Iran already two sets of sanctions. 
. five million Israelis, and Israel ceases possesses many missiles capable of All experts agree that the most 

to exist; they kill five million Iranians, reaching Israel, and would undoubt- important component of any nuclear 
I and we still have 55 million people left. edly unleash them in the event oflsraeli weapons program, and the crucial 
, We win. attack. Hizbullah,andlikelySyria, would determinant of a nation's proxim-

1

: One expert who does not believe that follow suit. In addition, any attack on ity in time to the acquisition of such 
MAD applies to Iran is Bernard Lewis, Iran would send world oil prices sky- weapons, is uranium enrichment. As 

I

I widely considered the world's leading rocketing even above today's high levels, Valerie Lincy, the editor of Iranwatch, 
authority on the Islamic world. "Iran and even more deeply entrench lsrael's and Gary Milholin, the director of the 
is a mortal threat," says Lewis. MAD pariah status. Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms 

· does not work - indeed it may even Were America to launch an attack on Control, wrote in the December 6 The 

I
. be an incentive - to those who view a Iran, it could do so from aircraft carriers New York Times, the 3,000 centrifuges 

nuclear conflagration as hastening the in the Persian Gulf, and use Marines currently operating in Natanz would 

I
'.: advent of the hidden 12th imam, Lewis and naval forces to capture Iranian be sufficient to produce enough fissile 
. argues. If they martyr their own people offshore oil refining facilities. That material for one nuclear bomb, ifoper-

in the process, Lewis commented, they would effectively shut down the country ated continuously for a year. 

I
' have only done them a favor by provid- in a matter days, as its slender refined Even if Iran stopped its secret weap-

ing them a quick pass to heaven. The oil reserves were exhausted. Israel, by onization program in 2003, that was 

I

' kamikaze tactics favored by Iran in the contrast, would have to rely entirely on merely a tactical decision. At that time, 
Iraq-Iran war, in which 1nere boys were bombers flying over 1,000 miles before Iran's enrichment efforts were experi-
sent unarmed against Iraqi tanks, sup- even reaching Iranian targets. encing numerous technical setbacks. 

i port that thesis. Given, as already stated, that enrich-

! 
Even if Iran were never to use its THE GAP BETWEEN ment is the crucial component in 

'.I

. nucleararsenal,nuclearweaponsin the NIE AND REALITY obtaining nuclear weapons capability, 1

1

: 

hands of the world's leading jihadist · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · it made sense for the Iranians to stop , 
power would constitute a huge threat unfortunately, in the wake of work on weaponization - the aspect 
to Israel and the West. Nuclear weapons the recent National Intelligence of their nuclear weapons program that I 
would allow Iran to control the crucial Estimate (NIE) that Iran ceased most clearly constituted a "smoking 
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[_ o~H ih oookhmm• ~o"·' wore 
i further a1ong. 
' However meaningless they may be, 

the opening lines of the NIE took all the 
momentun1 out of the move1nent for 
a new round of sanctions. Russia and 
China, quickly and happily, withdrew 
any previous com1nitments to addi
tional U.N. Security Council sanctions, 
citing the NIE. And President Bush was 
left facing al1nost certain impeachment 
were he to strike at Iranian nuclear 
facilities. If there is still a way to stop 
Iran from obtaining nuclear weapons, 
it is far fro1n clear. 

IRRATIONAL FIXATION ON 

WRITTEN AGREEMENTS 

Ribbi Elyashiv also expressed 
great fear of the latest guest 
or a Palestinian-Israeli peace 

treaty, and skepticism about the Olmert 
govern1nent. The fixation on writ
ten agreen1ents as the solution to the 
Palestinian-Israeli conflict is a prime 
example of Albert Einstein's definition 
of insanity as repeating the san1e actions 
with the expectation of different results. 
Over 1500 Israelis have been killed in 
terror attacks since the outset of Oslo, 
the paradigm for all future treaties, and 
Israel has been in a continuous state of 
warfare since the effort to reach a final 
status agreement at Camp David in the 
summer of 2000. 

That fixation on the treaty as the 
solution that will work typically ignores 
two fundamental questions: (I) Do 
those who would sign such a treaty rep
resent their claimed constituencies? and 
(2) Can they make good on their under
takings? It is widely thought that were it 
not for Israel's military presence in the 
West Bank today, Hamas would repeat 
its takeover of Gaza in the West Bank. 
So it is Israel that props up Mahmoud 
Abbas. That hardly makes him a credit
able signatory to any agreement. Even 
if he could be prevailed upon to sign 
some sort of final status agreement, he 
represents no one. 

Those who believe that signing a 
treaty could bring the Palestinian-Israeli 

- -- -- -- --, 
fantasy that all people basically think 
alike - everyone is essentially angling for 
a slightly larger share of the pie. They 
treat the intractable 60-year Arab-Israeli 
conflict as basically a border dispute, 
and like all border disputes, subject to 
resolution through compromise. 

It is beyond the liberal imagination to 
conceive that the Arabs can never 1nake 
peace with a Jewish state in the midst of 
what they view as the Arab heartland. 
The conventional wisdom in foreign 
policy circles that the basic contours of 
the final settlement -something along 
the lines of President Clinton's propos
als at Camp David in 2000 - are all 
known in advance is but one indication 
of an inability to perceive the conflict 
as being about something more than 
pie-slicing. 

Unfortunately, all evidence points 
towards the view that the conflict is 
about Israel's existence, and not just 
about locating the borders. Natan 
Sharansky wrote recently that after 
Israeli negotiators succeeded in wrest
ing a com111itment from Yasir Arafat 
at Wye Plantation to remove fro1n 

the Palestinian charter language call
ing for the destruction of Israel, one 
of President Clinton's closest advisors 
exclai111ed in horror, "Are you out of 
your minds? He's going to be killed 
because of that." 

Let's say Arafat would have been 
killed. Doesn't that only prove how far 
Palestinian society was from reconciling 
itself to peace with Israel? And we hear 
the same mantra today: Israel must 
strengthen Abbas with further conces
sions so that he can sign a treaty (not 
make peace). 

The Palestinians' unrelenting insis
tence on the "right of return;' which all 
recognize would spell the immediate end 
of Israel as a state of the Jewish people, is 
another indication that for them the issue 
ren1ains Israel's existence, not its borders. 
Prime Minister Olmert's (now forgot
ten) demand prior to Annapolis that 
the Palestinians acknowledge Israel as a 
"Jewish state" and the Palestinians' point 
blank refusal to do so - sixty years after 
the U.N. partition vote and the creation of 
Israel as a" Jewish state" - again highlights 
the real nature of the conflict. 

-• 
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We will know that the conflict has 
shifted from one over Israel's existence to 
one over borders when the Palestinians 
start investing some of the billions of 
dollars in aid showered upon them by 
international donors to tear down the 
refugee camps - which are deliberately 
n1aintained as festering cesspools of 
hatred against Israel - and build the 
institutions of a civil society. 1~he recent 
savage civil war in Gaza shows hovv far 
they are from the latter. 

Secretary of State Condoleeza Rice, 
flying with the president to Kuwait, 
acknowledged that the Palestinians have 
done little to end terror or anti-Israel 
incitement. In her mind, however, that 
is no reason to abandon the quest for the 
phantom peace treaty, but rather, area
son to require this of the Palestinians as 
the first step under the 2002 Roadmap. 
President Bush once declared that "a 
Palestinian state will never be created 
by terror"; now, his Secretary of State 
proclaims, in Jeff Jacoby's words, it 
will be created regardless of terror. The 
so-called "peace process" has always pro
ceeded by leaving the hardest and most 

fundamental part for last - Palestinian 
acceptance of Israel's existence and 
a decision to live in peace. Now, it is 
official American policy to spare the 
Palestinians from having to make any 
decision for peace. 

CAMP DAVID-PLUS-EIGHT 

Few Israeli Jews entertain any hopes 
for the current peace negotia
tions. Yet, the Olmert government 

carries on with \Vhat it knows is a 
charade, and, in the process, de1nor
alizes Israelis further. After the failed 
Camp David summit of 2000, George 
Will pronounced then prime minister 
Ehud Barak "perhaps the most calami
tous leader any democracy has ever 
had" for the way he had succeeded in 
"delegitimizing all previous [Israeli] 
positions .... " 

By that standard, our current prime 
1ninister is even worse. Every day, he 
floats another trial balloon. One day, it's 
dividing Jerusalem; the next, releasing 
Marwan Barghouti, currently serving 
four life sentences for ordering ter-

Since it first appeared, nearly 150 years ago, the Hirsch Commentary On 
Chumash has gained worldwide popularity for the breathtaking scope of 

insight and information it offers to scholar, student, and layman alike. 

This expansive work combines history, halacha, hashkafa. and Ta'amei HaM
itzvos into one magnificent pattern that stretches brilliantly across all of 
Chamisha Chumshai Torah. And underlying the commentary is Rav Hirsch's 
unique approach to Lashon HaKrah: his profound analysis of the letters, root 
words, and structure of words found in Chumash. 

To better accommodate today's English speaking public, we proudly present this 
new translation, designed to clearly and accurately convey the meaning of the 

original text, in its entirety. We invite you to open the new Hirsch Chumash 
and experience the length and breadth of this magnificent 

work as never before. 

----- - -

rorist murders of Jews, in a prisoner 
exchange; the one after that - accepting 
50,000 "token" Palestinian refugees, as 
if the irredentist Israeli Arab popula
tion were not already a sufficient threat 
to Israel. 

Ehud Olmert began his career in 
the Knesset 30 years ago using his 
influence as an MK to build a lucra
tive legal practice. And more than a 
faint air of corruption has attached to 
him ever since. Fonner Chief of Staff 
Moshe Yaalon leveled the most seri
ous charge against Olmert ever made 
about an Israeli prime n1inister: The 
final ground offensive of the Lebanon 
War, in which 33 Jewish soldiers were 
killed, was launched as a spin opera
tion, since the government knew full 
well that no ti1ne remained to carry 
out its professed objectives before 
the Security Council would vote a 
cease-fire resolution. The Winograd 
Co1nmission, according to reports, is 
poised to confirm Yaalon's charge. 

Olmert has cast Israel in the role 
of the party desperate for peace, and 
confirmed the Arabs in their percep-
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tion that time is on their side, and the 
Jews will eventually be unable to take 
it any longer. All they need to do is 
continue the terror and the international 
opprobrium until Israel's Jews just give 
up and leave. 

In his most demoralizing co1nrnent 
in a "new year" interview \Vith The 
Jerusalem Post, Olmert spoke of the 
end of Israel's existence as a Jewish state 
unless it can realize the vision of two 
states for two peoples. 

Olmert appears to have learned noth
ing from past failures. In the course of 
his Post interview, he did not inention 
a single lesson learned from Oslo or the 
Gaza withdrawal. 

He asks Israelis to trust his sense that 
Mahmoud Abbas accepts Israel's exis
tence as a Je\vish state "in his soul, even 
though he can't say so." Even if Olmert 
were right that Abbas, whose Soviet 
Ph.D. thesis was an exercise in Holocaust 
denial, and who has described the cre
ation of Israel as an "unprecedented 
crime" that can never be accepted, has 
changed his spots, so what? It is the 
Palestinian people with whom we will 
have to live in peace, not Abbas. 

Asked whether the Palestinians share 
his urgent desire for peace, Olmert 
replied that it's not his job "to worry for 
the Palestinians!' Well, it most certainly 
is his job to worry about Palestinian 
intentions. In his focus on treaties, 
divorced from all context, he reminds 
us of Shimon Peres in the heady days 
of Oslo. Within days of the signing of 
the Oslo Accords, Arafat, addressing an 
Arab audience, compared the accords to 
the treaty Muhammad entered into with 
the Quraysh tribe near Mecca, prior to 
wiping them out two years later. 

Confronted with the evidence, 
Peres 1naintained his serious n1ien 
and responded: "I don't care what the 
Palestinians say, only what's in the trea
ties." The same results await us today if 
we again ignore Palestinian and Arab 
intentions and what they say, including 
undiminished incitement against Israel 
and Jews. 

If, as anticipated, nothing con1es of 
President Bush's goal of a peace treaty by 

the time he leaves office, the Annapolis 
process will still not have been harmless. 
Every trial balloon floated, no matter 
how far beyond the Israeli consensus, 
will become the starting point for the 
next set of negotiations. And the damage 
to Israelis' sense of the justice of their 
cause wrought by smudging every red 
line will be inestimable. 

The desperation for peace that 
Prime Minister Olmert proclaims 
ensures that the focus will always be 
on Israel. Israeli building within the 
municipal borders of Jerusalem is an 

international cause celebre, but the 
murder of two Israeli hikers by two 
members of the Palestinian security 
services merits only a yawn. Why? 
Because \Ve continue to pretend that 
peace is in our povver to bring about 
if we are only generous enough, n1ore 
forthcoming enough. 

I would venture to say that much of 
the foregoing is encompassed in Rabbi 
Elyashiv's fears for the future of the Jews 
of Eretz Yisroel. But I have no doubt that 
he sees much more as well. And that is 
what should really scare us. !7iJ 
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FAMILIES -

NOT PART OF THE PROCESS 

We are told that our generation 
of Americans does not expe
rience n1esiras nefesh for our 

Yiddishkeit. But we do - in our efforts to 
obtain health care for our loved ones. 

We do not fully appreciate the suffer
ing that Jewish families are undergoing 
in the health care system. We have put 
our trust in the American concept that 
health care consists of an agglomeration 
of technical services that families will be 
free to accept or reject. When critical 
1nedical choices come up, ho,vever, the 
family is often subjected to the pain and 
shock of being excluded from the deci
sion process, as in the stories below: 

• The family of an 84-year-old 
Orthodox Jew is fighting the 
attempts of a Canadian hospital to 
discontinue his respirator and his 
feeding tube. (See sidebar) 
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• An elderly frum patient was sent 
home on the night of Rosh Hashana, 
when hospital staff knew that the 
family couldn't object. 

• The pleas of a frum son of a heart 
patient to remove the DNR from 
the medical chart were ignored. 

• A meeting about a brain death case 
was scheduled for Friday night 
when the patient's family and attor
ney could not attend. 

Many times, the family can eventually 
prevail, but not without the bitterness of 
having to engage in litigation or other 
struggles. 

• The threat of legal action forced 
a Miami hospital to keep a brain 
damaged girl alive. (See sidebar). 

• The threat of legal action forced 
a hospital to insert a feeding tube 
and save the life of a man whom a 
number of relatives testified had 
beco1ne religious in his later years 
and would not have wanted to carry 
out his previous, now obsolete liv
ing will. 

• A doctor refused to order food and 
fluids for a cancer patient who was 
still capable of absorbing them 
and who was still conscious and 

. ------------

talking. A friend called Agudath 
Israel of America, spoke to Rabbi 
Mordechai Biser in the Department 
of Public Affairs, and learned that 
she could dismiss the doctor and 
find another one. 

DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES 
ON THE STRUGGLING 

PATIENT 

I
n Judaism, no activity is regarded 
as "secular." Taking care of our 
seriously ill loved ones is a religious 

obligation. To us, when advised by our 
rabbis, sustaining our loved ones in spite 
of their severe health status is an act of 
avodas Hashem. 

The problem is that health care is 
also infused with passionate convictions 
for others in our broader con1munity, 
including health care workers. Some 
have deeply held fears about rising 
health care costs. Some are profoundly 
moved by a bioethics based on "quality 
of lite." Although the concept that the 
family makes the medical decisions is 
enthroned in the law, the actual list of 
allowable choices drifts with the culture 
of the medical institution and with the 
individual health care worker in whose I 
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hands the patient finds himself at a 
particular tin1e. 

If a medical team believes that keep
ing a brain dead patient alive is not in 
the realm of medical care, then they will 
believe that a family who requests this 
is out of line, and that it is correct to 
evade the request of this family in any 
way possible. 

There is a whole range of situations 
where the family may become increas
ingly exhausted and is subjected to vari
ous kinds of argun1entation, persuasion, 
and pressure: 
• Fan1ilies of stroke victims, accident 

victims, or pneumonia patients \Vho 
are given a poor prognosis may get 
the impression that the patient is 
dying or permanently comatose, 
and may believe it because of the 
way that he appears in the intensive 
care unit, when, in actuality, if given 
more time, he may be capable of 
considerable recovery. 

• A family of a patient on life support 
who seems unhappy or pulls at his 
tubes may be told that the patient 
doesn't wish to live and they have 
no right to force him, when, in fact, 
he can usually be made more com
fortable by good clinical care. 

• In many situations, a family will hear 
from medical staff that "research 
shows" that "feeding tubes don't 
prolong life" and "feeding tubes 
have no medical benefit." These 
state1nents refer to studies compar
ing tube-feeding to hand-feeding. 
They are not at all applicable to the 
choice between tube-feeding and 

• 
no feeding. 
ln hospices, families n1ay receive 
brochures making it sound as if 
dehydration is a great palliative 
strategy for most patients. These 
brochures do not mention that 
dehydration causes death. Nurses 
may get close to the family and 
spend n1any hours counseling them, 
talking to them about death and 
dying, and trying to make them 
comfortable with not giving fluids. 

• Families of depressed or irritable 
i nursing home patients who need 

• 

who, according to Jewish la\v, are 
far from ready for "comfort-only" 
care - can be vulnerable to hospice 
recruiters who may try to persuade 
them that the extra psychological 
services their loved one will receive 
will outweigh the medical care that 
they will be relinquishing. 
Families may be persuaded to sign a 
Do-Not-Resuscitate order, thinking 
that they are declining only cardiac 
resuscitation, whereas in their facil
ity, it might be interpreted much 
more broadly as "Do Not Treat." 

RELIGIOUS CONVICTIONS OR 

CULTURAL DIVERSITY? 

An1erica is in denial about the 
strength of health care beliefs. 
There is a mistaken concept 

that a little bit of cultural diversity 
training will smooth over the conflicts 
bet\veen various religious and non-reli
gious groups. Forty or 1nore American 
hospices are marketing Jewish hospice 
programs on the basis of a one-day, 
on-site cultural diversity training pro
gram along with the promise to follow 

La lot of attention~- even -those ----------------------------------------
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When our Jewish communities have developed an clearer that our religious rights need ] 

to be protected in an organized way, Ii 

. awareness of how alien the health care thinking instead of leaving each family to fend 1'. 

I of OUr culture is to Judaism, they will realize how for themselves. How can our ordinary 
families be expected to carry on these 

·1' important it is to call their rabbi, call their life-or-death dialogues? i 

. bikur cho/im, and call frum doctors, nurses, and In Bnei Brak, Bretz Yismel, there is a 11. 

hospital, Maayenei Hayeshua, founded 
I lawyers to help them understand what their loved by Dr. Moshe Rothschild, where every· 
1 d d f th · d f d t "I d ct" I thing is done according to halacha. I ones nee ' an or e myna 0 e al e pra ICa Their Vaad Hahalacha sometimes rec· 

and halachic dilemmas that they Will encounter. ommends treatment, sometimes not. A 
physician who does not follow their rul
ings is immediately fired. Dr. Rothschild 

the rulings of the family's rabbi. This 
confidence that a brief training period 
would enable these hospices to carry 
out their health care with a Jewish 
approach, even though this might run 
counter to their own previous training 
and convictions, seems nalve when 
compared to our usual safeguards in 
other areas of life. 

Just as we do not expect a hungry 

be intimidated. He may be emotionally 
overwrought and exhausted when he is 
pulled into a discussion in which every· 
one seems to agree except hi1n. He may 
be told that he is being selfish, that he 
is causing his fa1nily unnecessary pain, 
and that he does not even understand 
his own religion properly. 

Jewish family at a restaurant with their No ORGAN !ZED PROTECTION 
children to have the expertise and the · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
focus to go into the kitchen and be In other areas of our religious lives, 
their own mashgiach, so too, we cannot our co1n1nunal response to the chal-
expect the non-medically-trained Jewish lenge of living in American culture 
family in crisis with their elderly loved has had more time to develop. A tremen· 
one to be on top of halacha questions dous amount of expert knowledge goes 
that could be arising in his ongoing into food supervision, and our halacha 
palliative care, especially once they are experts have provided hechsheirim so 
immersed in the hospice atmosphere, that the ordinary Jewish family - even 
and their view of the situation is colored our small children - can distinguish 
by the philosophy of the hospice staff. the permissible from the forbidden. In 
If they miss one nuance of the hospice our restaurants, we do not rely upon 
staff discussion at a meeting, the life ourselves to distinguish kosher from 
of their loved one may suffer. For this treif On-site experts provide continual 
reason, the promise of these "Jewish" superv1s1on. 

was quoted by Udi Mor (Zussman) in 
an article called "Bnei Brak's Medical 
Miracle: A Truly Jewish Hospital;' pub· 
lished in Dei'a Vedibbur: "I built the 
hospital for only one reason. Do you 
think that I built it for Shabbos? .... It 
is a mitzvah to desecrate Shabbos for 
a dangerously ill patient .... Are you 
going to tell me that it's for kashrus? A 
dangerously ill patient is allowed to eat 
anything .... I only bnilt the hospital for 
the value oflife and how to prolong it. 
Hospital directors throughout Israel say 
to inc: 'Rothschild, vve're sending you 
geriatric patients. With ns, they would 
die. With you, not only are their lives 
prolonged, but they recuperate, becom
ing completely healthy."' 

The suffering of the patient is also a 
matter of urgent concern at Maayenei 
Hayeshua. Dr. Rothschild told a story 
about a patient telling the doctor he 
would "explode" from pain. For some 
reason, the doctor said, "So explode," 
and was immediately dismissed. 

hospices to follow the family's rabbi's In health care, we do not yet have FROM BNEI BRAK TO 
rulings cannot guarantee the kashrus any consistently available organized AMSTERDAM ... TO AMERICA? 
of their treatment, since the family may protection in place. The most highly · • · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
very well lose track of his medical needs experienced families of the ill enter the we in America are clearly not 
and not know what to ask their rabbi hospital with long lists of telephone yet functioning at this level. 
and when. numbers of frum doctors, jfum law· How can we get there? And 

The right-to-die movement in our yers, and knowledgeable rabbis. They what can we do in the meantime? 
culture truly addresses topics which use their cell phones as a life support Rabbi Yaakov Weiner, Dean of the 
have always been the realm of religion, device. Shabbos and Yorn Tov are fraught Jerusalem Center for Research: Medicine 
yet, it masquerades as popular, modern, with worry. and Halacha, who lectures around the 
secular consensus regarding medical If it were accepted that the right· world on topics of medical halacha, 
technology. The Jewish family member to-die view - whatever it claims to be recently traveled to Amsterdam, where 
faced with right-to-die proponents in and whatever its origins are - has the active euthanasia is openly and legally I . "'"'"' "~mm, "'·~"d .... = m,m ... ·~·:,W··~ ..... ,. :__ .m .... d ,~ "'" ···" .,. ,.:J 



From time to time, our office 
receives calls from family mem
bers of hospitalized patients 

whose very lives are being threatened 
by the doctors and the medical insti
tutions entrusted to care for them. 
Sometimes, our merely contacting the 
hospital's legal counsel will persuade 
the hospital to back dow.n from its 
plan to "pull the plug:' For example, we 
were contacted by the family of a young 
woman who had been in a car accident 
in South Carolina. Her doctors believed 
that she was probably"brain dead" and 
were preparing to remove her from 
life support. We presented a legal let
ter to the hospital arguing that under 
a South Carolina law that mandates 
accommodation ofreligious beliefs in 
certain circu1nstances, the hospital was 
required to accommodate the family's 
objection to even testing for brain 
death, as well as their objection to with
drawing life support should there be a 
determination of brain death. Hospital 
administrators, worried about legal 
action and adverse publicity, agreed to 
hold off on "pulling the plug" for 48 
hours. During that time, the patient 
began coughing and moving slightly, 
showing the astonished doctors that 
she was hardly dead! She was then 
transferred to a New York hospital for 
brain surgery. 

In a sin1ilar case in Miami, involv
ing a 4-year-old girl, the threat oflegal 
action combined with nationwide pub
licity helped persuade the hospital to 
back down from their initial insistence 
on removing the child from life sup
port. She is now at home being cared 
for by her family. 

But sometimes, we need to help 
the family find an attorney to actually 

RABBI BISER IS ASSOCIATF GENERAL COUNSEL. 

AGUDATH IS RAEL OF AMERICA 

bring litigation against the doctors and 
the hospital, or other family members, 
to keep a patient alive. Indeed,Agudath 
Israel has become increasingly involved 
in making contact with appropriate 
attorneys to advise and assist indi
viduals or families involved in a major 
dispute over life-and-death health care 
decisions. In several cases, the attor
ney we found had to go to court and 
obtain a court injunction to compel 
the insertion of a feeding tube in an 
elderly patient who had developed dif
ficulty swallowing. What is astonishing 
about some of these cases is that the 
injunction was ordered despite strong 
opposition from the family member 
who was the legal health care repre
sentative for the patient! 

Our involvement in these cases 
sometimes extends beyond the borders 
of the United States. For example, 
our office was also recently contacted 
about the case of Samuel Golubchuk, 
an 84-year-old Orthodox few who 
suffered brain damage as the result 
of a fall a number of years ago. Mr. 
Golubchuk is currently alert, conscious 
of what is taking place around him, and 
though not able to speak, is capable 
of relating to his children who visit 
him on a virtually daily basis. Yet the 
doctors and the hospital in Winnipeg, 
Canada, where he currently resides, 
have decided that Mr. Golubchuk's 
life is no longer worth living, and 
are deterrnined to remove him from 
the ventilator that is helping him to 
breathe. If that doesn't kill him, they 
then propose to stop feeding him.* 

* ()n January 30, 2008, the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons of Minitoba issued a policy state-
1nent claiming that as of Februay 1. doctors 
will have the exd usive right, and in son1e cases 
'Nill be mandated, to end the life of a patient. 

-Editor 

Mr. Golubchuk's children retained 
an attorney who was able to secure 
a temporary court injunction that 
prevents the hospital from murder
ing their father. We then helped 
find two American doctors, a New 
York neurologist and a New Jersey 
critical care specialist, who reviewed 
Mr. Golubchuk's medical records and 
submitted affidavits on the patient's 
behalf, arguing that based on his condi
tion, removing life support would be a 
violation of normal medical procedure 
and medical ethics. Those affidavits 
were recently accepted in part by the 
judge over the strenuous objections 
from lawyers for the doctors and the 
hospital, and may well help persuade 
the judge to keep Mr. Golubchuk alive. 
But the legal battle is still expected to 
continue; indeed, the case is likely to 
make its way to the Supreme Court 
of Canada as the Canadian medical 
establishment seeks legal vindication 
of their position that only a doctor 
has the right to determine whether a 
patient should live or die, regardless of 
the views of the patient and his family. 
The outcome of the Golubchuk case 
could have profound ramifications 
throughout Canada and beyond, and 
we are committed to helping the fam
ily in their heroic struggle to preserve 
their father's life. 

Attorneys who would like to be 
involved in these sorts of cases of 
hatzolos nefoshos should contact me 
directly; ideally, we would like to have 
at least one attorney in each n1ajor state 
ready to take on such medical-legal 
battles. Individuals and families who 
find themselves embroiled in these sort 
oflife-and-death struggles and feel they 
need legal assistance should not hesitate 
to contact us for help. Case by case, we 
will continue to fight to preserve life as 
mandated by halacha. 
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co1nmunity there, inaking waves in 
the community. They are now putting 
together a Bikur Cholim Arichut Yamim 
organization. They plan to have vol
unteers visit the terminally ill patients, 
and speak with and be machazeik their 
families to be able to stand up to the 
doctors and nurses. 

According to the law in Holland, the 
religious freedom of the patient must be 
respected, and the request of the family 
must be followed, but, in practice, the 
families are overwhelmed by the medical 
staff. Rabbi Weiner stressed to the group 
that the volunteers must have access to 
frum doctors for medical advice, and 
must be sensitized to the many ways that 
lives can be shortened that a layperson 
would not be aware of. The visitors 
should, if necessary, support the family 
in their dialogues with the medical staff. 
He would be serving as the halachic 
advisor for this project. 

Rabbi Weiner's work in spreading 
complex Torah knowledge about medi
cal ethics, along with the cofounder of 
his Yarchei Kallah program, Dr Leon 
Zacharo\vicz, can be an inspiration to us. 
Generation after generation of Jews have 
learned that there is no better antidote 
to the mistaken ideas of the outside 
culture than Torah knowledge. Vihen 
our Jewish communities truly under
stand the uniqueness and beauty of the 

You can! Tust call 
The Yitti Leibel 

Helpline. 
HOURS: 

:tvlonday-Friday ................................. Barn -12pn1 
Monday-Thursday ............................ 8pn1 -l l pm 
Sunday ......................... 9am -12pm, 9pn1 -llprn 

718-HELP-NOW 
(718) 435-7669 

Chicago .................... (800) HELP-023 
Lakewood ..................... (732) 363-1010 
Cleveland ...................... (888) 209-8079 
Baltimore ...................... (4!0) 578-1111 
Detroit .......................... (877) 435-7611 
San Diego ..................... (866) 385-0348 
Toronto ......................... (416\ 784-1271 
The Rebbetzin Phyllis Weinberg Branch of the Yitti Leibel Helpl,ne 

:-t"~' 01::rr:i:n11 lllJ 7~1r.:n:.1 ·1 nJ ~ipn •1')n J10'?'l '1''7 
lt'r';t\.~J'1 l"~ K' ~Tt.'~ll 

~l'l' il~lJ 1\1 ilt'D 'l p il"!''C" '1 
1;-r7i•n Jl'D 'J lt'~JI 

Dedicated b Mr. & Mrs. Shmuel Baruch Wilhelm 

Jewish hashkafa regarding serious illness, 
they will become infused with hopeful
ness and strength. When their simchas 
hachayim has been boosted, our culture's 
clumsy calculations of"quality oflife"will 
sound hollow. When they understand the 
intellectual humility that the physician is 
supposed to have, the dire predictions that 
they will hear about their loved ones will 
have a less intimidating impact. When 
they have internalized our Torah's wisdom 
about how even the smallest bribe can 
warp the judgment of even the greatest 
judge, they will grasp why they cannot 
uncritically accept a hopeless prognosis 
from a physician whose employer, the 
hospital, will (because of the way in which 
American insurance con1panies structure 
their payments) lose money if their loved 
one wishes to live longer. When our 
Jewish communities have developed an 
awareness of how alien the health care 
thinking of our culture is to Judaism, 
they will realize how important it is to 
call their rabbi, call their bikur cholim, and 
call frum doctors, nurses, and lawyers to 
help them understand what their loved 
ones need, and for the myriad of detailed 
practical and halachic dilemmas that they 
will encounter. When our comn1unities 
understand what difficult nisyonos the 
families of the ill are undergoing, they 
will reach out to them with even more of 
the practical and financial support that 
is so critical to helping them get through 
their crises. 

According to Rabbi Weiner: 
"I have seen that Jewish communi

ties all over the world are searching 
for chizuk, direction, and guidelines 
in this philosophical-cultural clash 
between sanctity of life and belief in 
quality oflife. lt is imperative for those 
of us who are aware of the importance 
of pikuach nefesh of a Jewish life not 
to stand by when Jewish blood is being 
spilled. We must do everything pos
sible to insure that what is considered 
a violation of 'Lo sirtzach' is stopped, 
especially so that those who lived their 
lives as frum Yidden, will be able to 
leave this world as a Yid fully accom- 1' 

plishing what Hashem has destined 

in this holy mission.'' '1!l Wm •• ·=m, ... h. "" ~ ··-· I 
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RABBI AARON LOPIANSKY 

learning From 

Reh Zeidel Epstein ""YT 
REBBI FOR A LIFETIME 
Rabbi Zeidel Epstein's life story has far greater significance than the 
biography of one man alone - great as he was. It is a glimpse into an era 
of some thirty years - a mere eyeblink in history - that changed American 
Jewry. It is an era that the younger generation today does not know, and 
the generation of tomorrow may perhaps not even comprehend. We would 
be terribly remiss if we would let the heroes of that generation slip away 
unrecognized. I must add a personal caveat. I learnt in Yeshivas Rabbeinu 
Yaakov Yosef (R.J.J.) from 1959-1970, and had Reb Zeidel as my rebbi in the 
last two years of high school. I was also in Camp Kol Rinah when he was the 
camp rebbi. The story herein is told from the specific understanding of a 
very young boy interpreting and later reinterpreting his experiences. 

OF CROWN MAKERS 
AND GOLD MINERS 

I t has become axiomatic to state that 
Rabbi Aharon Kotler 7"lll - along 
with Reb Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz 

7"lll and others - brought Torah to 
America. While this is undoubtedly true, 
it is only half the story. Imagine a beauti
ful golden crown: All the people admire 
its magnificent design and exquisite 
workmanship, praising the craftsman. 
One wise man, however, inquired, "How 
did the gold get to the craftsman's table? 
Who crawled through miles of grimy, 
narrow, and dangerous tunnel to carve 
the ore out of the ground? Who choked 
on the dust, and slaved by the oven to 
smelt the ore, and pour it into ingots? 
True, the craftsman put his imprimatur 
on the crown, but the blood and sweat 
of the miners is absorbed in the gold 
itselfl" Reb Aharon was the great crafts
man who created today's cadre of Torah 
leaders. But how did the bachurim get to 
Reb Aharon? Reb Zeidel was one of the 
most sacrificing successful miners. 

RABBl LOPIANKSY, AUTHOR OF /!,!If Prt.-CD, A COL· 

LECTION OF ESSAYS ON THE fRSTJVALS, IS KOSH BETS 

MtDR.ASHIN THE Yt:SHIVA OF GREATER WASHINGTON. 

t-IJS AR'flCtE, "THE SONG OF TOMORROW," APPEARED 

IN JO, APR. '06. 

THE IMMIGRANT 
GENERATION 

School on Manhattan's Lower East Side 
was one of the prominent ones. The 
Lower East Side had a huge population, 

The European immigrants who and the school flourished. But this was 
poured into the States in the only an elementary school. Attempts at 
late 1800s and early 1900s came founding a high school in 1920 failed. 

to relieve themselves of the grinding Even the religious Jews (except for the 
and grueling poverty in der alte heim. "heimish" Torah Vodaas, etc., crowd) 
In the stagnant economies and anti- did not feel any need for that. After all, 
Semitic regimes of East Europe, there if the boy could read Hebrew, could 
was simply no hope of living anything daven at the amud, and knew Chumash 

1

• 

that resembled a normal life. America and Rashi, what else could you ask for? 
offered hope and opportunity. And, He was not planning on being a rabbi, I 
indeed, one could prosper in America so he did not need to know Gemara! A I 
if one put one's entire heart and mind paradoxical situation arose, where the .1 

into one's work. Many of the Jews same ba'alei battim who gave so much 
who came had already weakened their time, effort and money to support R.J.J., I 

religious bonds, and were more than resisted all efforts at adding a high f 

happy to rid themselves entirely of school. Only two or three of the board [ 
their Judaism when they came over. The members were in favor of extending I 
vast majority were traditional, but very the school, but eventually their efforts 
unlearned, and had no understanding were successful. I 
of what it would take to perpetuate The 1940s brought change in their [ 
their heritage. The kids went to public wake. There was a sudden influx of more ! 
school, and it was hoped that with a learned and more devout people. There . 
little supplementary "Talmud Torah" now was a clientele for a high school. ! 
schooling, they would be fine Jewish Also, talmidim of the great yeshivas I 
ba'alei battim. By the early 1900s, many arrived, and there was now a cadre of ! 
recognized this to be a mistake and day rebbei'im capable of teaching Torah at I 
schools were begun. Rabbi Jacob Joseph an advanced level ' 

---~----,--~·---------------------

--- . ~ 
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I The conditions for developing yeshi- board members, and long-time presi- rebbes and Litvishe roshei yeshiva sit- I 
vos, however, were still pretty dreary. dent of R.J.J., illustrates this: When the ting alongside children of mechallelei 1' 

I
. A. The yeshivas were headed by the European rebbei'im came, they insti- Shabbos. There was a leader of Neturei ,,I 

"board.» As opposed to today, where tuted a n1ishn1ar, an hour a v.1eek on Karta, together \vith fervent Kahanists 

I

! the roshei yeshiva are the leaders of Thursday nights (7-8 pm). One winter and firebrand Lubavitchers. Limudei 
the yeshiva, in those days they were evening, a few local shkatzim walked by Kodesh, and particularly Gemara, did 
employees whose opinions were not and saw the lights on. They took some not evoke any great interest among 

I
. especially valued by the board. The rocks and threw them at the windows, many of them; the boys were interested 

.! 

board n1en1bers were often gross a1nei breaking a few of them. The board met in sports and vvorse. There were distinct 
ha'aretz, many of whom had probably that Sunday, and discussed and analyzed culture and communication gaps with 

1

1 

never seen a Ge111ara or Mishnah in the matter. Son1e n1e1nbers actually the rebbei'in1. 
. their lives. They had no appreciation came up with the following response: It The location of the community and 

for "learning," nor even knew that the is the "fault" of the rebbei'im that this school were also problematic. We lived in 

36 

concept existed. Many were not even strange mishmar concept was imple- the heart of a coarse and tough city, filled 
observant, and they dictated the policies mented, and they should therefore pay with less than desirable mores. We were 
of the school! (To be fair, these were for the glass repairs. Of course, it was all too well aware of the lifestyle of the 
people who expended a good deal of not put into effect. lowest elements in the city. And Times 
time and effort for the well-being of the B. The boys came from such a variety Square was four subway stops away. 
school. Still, they were clueless.) of backgrounds that it was inconceivable C. The rebbei'im came with their own 

An anecdote by Reb Amos Bunim, that anyone could teach the whole lot set of challenges. People who had been 
the son of the renowned askan Irving of them. In the years that I was there, the "chashuva bachurim" in Kamenitz 
Bunim, one of the few Torah-imbued I remember children of Chassidishe or Grodno, respected and deferred to, 

RABBI AVROHOM BIRNBAUM 

O n 21 Elul, September 4, the 
yeshiva world and the Jewish 
nation sustained a profound 

loss with the passing of the senior 
mashgiach, Rabbi (Avraham Yaakov) 
Zeidel Epstein ?"lit. For decades, Reb 
Zeidel, as he was known by all, served 
as a maggid shiur and mashgiach in 
Yeshiva Rabbeinu Yaakov Yosef (RJJ) 
on Manhattan's Lower East Side. In the 
1970s, he retired to Bretz Yisroel where, 
soon after he arrived, he was appointed 
mashgiach ofYeshiva Torah Ore, a posi
tion he held until his passing. 

Reb Zeidel was a paradigm of the 
great ba'a/ei mussar of two and three 
generations ago. In his quiet, unassum
ing way, he had a profound impact on 
the growth and development of the 
Torah community, both in America 
and later in Bretz Yisroel. With his 

RA.s,BJ BIRNBAUM, AN EOUC'A10lt LIVJNG 

JN LAKE\VOOD, IS A COLUMNIST f'OR YATl::I) 

Nli'J;MAN AND A fRf.QlllONT CONTRIBUTOR TO 

THESE f'A(;ES 

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 

Rabbi Zeidel Epstein '"YT 

passing at the age of almost 100 years, born students and was instrumental in 
we Jost a spiritual giant in whose very implanting within them the desire to 
presence one could feel yiras Shamayim devote their lives to matters of spirit. 
and yiras cheit. Many of this generation's most promi-

Reb Zeidel was born and educated nent American-born roshei yeshiva can 
in the hallowed atmosphere of pre- be counted among his students. 
War Europe. For close to two decades, In the mid-1970s, Reb Zeidel, then 
he learned in the Grodno Yeshiva almost 70 years old, decided to move 
under Rabbi Shimon Shkop ';nrr, where to Bretz Yisroel. Almost immediately 
he achieved greatness in Torah. In upon his arrival, he was asked by 
Grodno, he was especially close with Rabbi Chaim Pinchas Scheinberg, 
the mashgiach, Rabbi Shlomo Harkavy, rash yeshiva of Yeshiva Torah Ore, to 
who played an integral role in shaping assume the position of mashgiach. For 
Reb Zeidel into the mussarpersonality the next 30 years, Reb Zeidel served as 
he became. mashgiach, delivering regular shmues-

ln the month of Av, 1939, just weeks sen until about five years ago when the 
before the outbreak of World War II, infirmities of age prevented him from 
Reb Zeidel escaped Europe to America. continuing. 
After a short stint as a maggid shiurin Reb Zeidel published a number 
Yeshiva Torah Vodaas, Reb Zeidel was of sefarim. They include Ma'amarei 
sent by Rabbi Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz Shlomo, containing the shmuessen of , 
to strengthen Yeshiva Rabbeinu Yaakov his rebbi, Rabbi Shlomo Harkavy, five I 
Yosef, by joining its staff. volumes of Reb Zeidel's own mussar I 

Thus began one of the most pro- discourses, entitled Hei'aros, and the , 

tremendous infiuenceon theAmerican- dushim on Shas. !J;J 

ductive periods of his life. He had a sefer Afikei Ayil, containing his ch~1d-
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were now relics of a past age, pitied at 
best, derided at worst. They were meant 
to teach an unruly group of American 
kids who cared not a whit about learn
ing, and were more than happy to play 
pranks on the rebbi. 

Many bnei Torah gave up. They went 
into business to earn both a living and 
respect, and hoped that their children 
would continue where they had left off. 
Others shut themselves off from the 
world, withdrew within themselves, and 
found someone to meagerly support 
them. Others continued to teach very 
perfunctorily, waiting for the day that 
they could retire and leave teaching. 

But a handful of rebbei'im per
sisted. In R.J.J., they turned American 
"guys" into bnei Torah, sent many to 
Lakewood (where at times, over half of 
the yeshiva were R.J.J. talmidim), raised 
their O\Vll generation of rabbanirn and 
musmachhn, and were a catalyst in 
changing America, and all this in a span 
of about thirty years (circa l 940 to circ. 
l 972). And one of the leading figures in 
this revolution was Reb Zeidel. 

In R.J.J., they turned American 
"guys" into bnei Torah, sent many to 

Lakewood, raised their own generation 
of rabbanim and musmachim, and were 

a catalyst in changing America 

the dots. The first opinion is that he Reb Zeidel was emes and all his words 
really tried to kill Yaakov. The second were emes. He lived his words of mus-
opinion is that Eisav's compassion \Vas sar, and an aura of kedusha and purity 
indeed roused at that moment. If so, surrounded him 
why qualify the word "and he [Eisav] His tzidkus was not sudden spurts of 
kissed" with dots on top? The answer great religious ecstasy and awakening. It 
is that this was a temporary surge of \Vas a consistent and methodical work-
kindness, not a regular trait, and as such ing on himself - slowly, but steadily. 
is not emes. Many an orator gets carried When someone clin1bs Mt. Everest 
away by the moment, and although in a few days, he is a great athlete. If 
his message is from the bottom of the someone climbs Mt. Everest in small 
heart, that heart is in a moment of consistent steps in eighty years, he is a 
spiritual surge, not consistent with the giant of spirit. 
person as he consistently is. This too His presentation was straightforward. 
is not emes. He did not embellish or exaggerate. 

There is an etnes le'amito. The Gaon Every word was reasonable and literal. 
explains the Talmudic phrase exhort- He did not pump energy into it, but 
ing a judge to rule "emes /e'amito" [i.e., spoke with an inner passion and con-
the truth to its veracity! by pointing viction; the same tenor with which he 
out that every din Torah contains two preached it to himself. 

THE POWER OF EMES segments: His fnussarwas down to earth, prac-
. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · (a) The halachic ruling, and (b) its tical and most relevant to the listeners. 

Wherein lay Reb Zeidel's application to the facts at hand. The He could enter the spiritual world of the 
strength? same is true of the emes of mussar. A listeners and tap into the religious ideal 

He was not a great rheto- person can say "divrei em es" that he appropriate to his audience. He could do 
rician, but his words, both in shmues- indeed lives by, but if it is irrelevant this for a forty-year-old kollel yungerman 
sen and in private discussions, had a to the audience, it will simply not be in Yerushalayim,aswellasforafourteen-
profound impact. They had this impact acknowledged. year-old, barely frum teenager. 
because they \Vere emnies. You will won- Truth in presentation- many times a And most important of all, there was 
der, "Doesn't every marbitz Torah speak person giving nzussarwilI exaggerate his no "self" in the mussar. He never lost his 
emes by definition?" The answer is that points for greater effect: "This is worse patience or equilibrium. He could speak 
speech consists of many facets, all of than the three great aveiros," etc. While passionately on a topic, but only if no 
which must be e1nes in order that the initially, it may make a greater impact, one could think it a personal rebuke. If 
words have the desired impact. in the end, people dismiss the hyperbole, he would give mussarto a boy, he would 

They must be the speaker's personal and the message alongside it. smile mischievously, and say in a semi-
emes. If a person exhorts others to do The truth is the purpose of the mus- playful voice, "!fl were a type of person 
something that he is not careful in sar given. Every person giving mussar who would get angry, I would say, etc, 
himself, his words will ring hollow to does so purportedly for the sake of etc, etc." Then he would break into a 
others. It matters not that his point is "helping" the sinner. But when one hears smile again and say, "But I happen to 
correct. They are not true in the per- rage and frustration in the voice of a be a person 'vho does not get angry." 
sonal sense. parent or rebbi, one realizes that part He never projected frustration or rage 

They must be a consistent truth of of the mussar is the frustration of the or any sense of personal venting. 
his. It says that Eisav kissed Yaakov. The parent/rebbi at not having had success, And when Reb Zeidel spoke, it was 
word "kissed" has dots on it. Chazal and the embarrassment of possessing emes be'emes. It entered the heart and 

Let~o--opmio~~-to-th~reason for--su~h~ child~t1um1-d.__ .. _:'"""mmed~ - j 
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BROAD DISCUSSIONS, 

WITHIN LIMITS 

N ot only was his mussar so effec
tive, but his entire mode of 
speech was living Torah. It is 

common to imagine that the life of 
someone who does not speak lashon 
hara is stultifying. One imagines it to 
be full of inane banalities, such as the 
weather, etc. Yet, Reb Zeidel was a liv
ing proof to the contrary. He never ever 
spoke lashon hara. But his conversation 
was not the affected weather-speak. 
Nor did he only speak vertlach. He was 
a pleasant and interesting person to 
speak to. He had an immense amount of 

wisdom, knowledge and understanding. 
He spoke much sichas chulin (mundane 
speech), but never sicha beteila (idle 
talk). Everything he said was replete 
with wisdom and understanding. One 
walked away from a conversation with 
him generally enlightened, and feeling 
that he had conveyed a message. 

anything about yeshiva politics. You can 
make as many grammen about me as you 
wish, but no yeshiva politics, please!" 

GREATNESS ... 

WITH HUMILITY 

In an institution as large and con1plex 
as R.J.J., there were times of tension and 
unpleasantness. But Reb Zeidel was 
always above it. Even in the eyes of the 
cynics, Reb Zeidel was above reproach. 
It was due to both his great wisdom and 
to his fidelity to the laws of lashon hara. 
Before one Purim, when we went to his 
house, he requested, "I do not tell my wife 

Rav Yochanan said, "Wherever one 
finds n1ention ofG-d's greatness, 
one simultaneously finds men

tion of his anava (lit., humility) ... as it 
says in the Torah,' ... the great, mighty 
and awesome G-d .... He performs 
justice for orphans and widows, and 
loves the stranger to give him bread!" 
(Megilla 3 la) 

RABBI MOSiiE ROCKOVE 

Heb Zeidel's Inner Lile 
Based on interviews with family members 

To the casual observer, Reb Zeidel appeared as a 
simple person. He possessed no airs about him and 
went about his avodas Hashem with a tremendous 

hatznei'a Zeches (inconspicuousness). Yet, his simplicity 
belied his tremendous avoda, which was hidden from 
the naked eye. As one person observed: "He broke his 
middos-without the knack (the bang)." He preferred the 
softer approach to sheviras hamiddos. 

Reh Zeidel stood with his son at a bus stop on an unusu
ally hot day in Yerushalayim. A yungerman suggested to 
Reh Zeidel that he move into the shade while waiting for 
the bus. Reh Zeidel ignored the suggestion. After the person 
persisted three times with the same suggestion, Reh Zeidel 
felt compelled to respond: "Can't you see? There's a woman 
standing in the shade. She'll move out into the sun when 
1 move in." 

After the yungerman said that she would only move over 
a bit and not get into the sun, Reb Zeidel replied, "But I 
saw her moving over a drop when you moved in, and when 
another two people move in, she'll definitely move over." 

He worked on shemiras einayim for many years, even 
holdingva'adim Friday afternoons in thoseinyanim with 
Rabbi Mordechai Schwab and other gedolim, while at RJ]. 
Yet, when necessary, he wouldn't hesitate to bemenacheim 
aveil women when paying a shiva call, and to even spend 
several minutes with them. 

RABBI RoxovE. OF LAKE\\'OOD, NJ IS A musmach OF BEIS MEDR ... SH GOVOHA. 

This unassuming attitude was something he refined 
throughout his life, and he often went to great lengths 
to ensure that he could relate to people. He learned 
English after arriving in America, which enabled him to 
better communicate with his talmidim. And again, when 
moving to Bretz Yisroel, he undertook to learn Hebrew 
despite his advanced age, since he wished to relate to his 
new surroundings as best as possible. 

Reb Zeidel was asked, "Bameh he'erachta yamim -
through what did you merit a long life?" Reb Zeidel 
responded that he never stopped learning mussar. He 
would constantly say that he owed a special hakaras 
hatov to his rebbei'im who introduced him to mussar. 
He observed that people think yiras Shamayim makes a 
person nervous, shortening his life; in reality, however, 
yiras Shamayim lengthens one's life. 

He achieved a tremendous menuchas hanefesh, a 
calmness that he maintained even during trying times. 
Everything has a cheshbon, a purpose, he would say. When 
something .painful occurred to him, he would often try 
to understand what he could have done to have caused it. 
Once he concluded why a particular incident occurred, he 
continued to think about it. When asked why, he ell.-plained 
that he was trying to understand how he would perceive 
it in ten years' time. "It doesn't bother me so much if 
one makes an incorrect cheshbon; the main objective is 
to make a cheshbon;' he would tell bachurim. 

I 

HE is REGULAR coNTR1s11ronTo rttEwEn{LY YatedNe'eman. HE wRn-r.s 'T1n: When his bechor, Reb Shimon Yehuda 7~~, suddenly 
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'A'hat does anava mean in regards to 
G-d? How do you attribute "humility" 
to G-d? The term "anava" in this case 
should be explained by analogy. A man 
who is extraordinarily brilliant cannot 
explain himself to a dull person; an 
athlete walking alongside a cripple is 
worlds apart from the latter; a big object 
that does not fit into a small container 
might be considered "greater" than the 
inadequate receptacle. Indeed, this is 
the mindset of the ba'al ga'ava (haughty 
one) when he feels that he cannot "fit 
in" amongst the common folk. Hashem, 
however, when He is in His most majes
tic of modes [i.e., "great, mighty and 
awesome"] uses that very mode to apply 

his G-dliness to the "orphan, widow 
and stranger." 

asked him for the Torah perspec
tive on the topic. He asked me why 
I needed to know. I explained that it 
had come up in an English class and 
I wanted to know the Torah hashkafa. 
He thought a moment, and slowly 
and matter-of-factly explained what 
I needed to know, from halacha and 
hashkafa perspectives. He realized that 
if it had been discussed in English 
class, I needed to understand it from 
a rebbi with the right input, regardless 
of propriety. 

This was perhaps Reb Zeidel's great
est midda as a mechaneich. He always 
applied himself to us, like a powerful 
drill, donning a most delicate bit for tbe 
task ahead. We could speak to him about 
anything that bothered or concerned us, 
and we knew that we would not lose 
face, and he would understand us and 
help us back to what was right. 

I recall that in one of my English 
classes, we discussed a topic that 
in a Torahdig environment would 
never have been publicly discussed, 
and certainly not with boys that age. 
I went over to him and innocently 

Similarly, before I left for Bretz Yisroel, 
I sat and discussed with him my differ
ent options for yeshivas. I could feel a 
special affection in his voice, for after 

Rabbi Scheinberg was summoned to break the tragic news 
to Reb Zeidel, who was in yeshiva at the time. Reb Zeidel 
was brought to Rabbi Scheinberg's office, and.received the 
tragic besora (report).As Reb Zeidel was leaving the room, 
he noticed a rebbi in the yeshiva whose daughter had just 
gotten engaged. He warmly wished him mazal tov, while 
explaining why he would not be able to personally partici
pate in the simcha .... At the levaya, he quoted Rabbeinu 
Yona (Sha'arei Teshuva 1:25) in his eulogy as writing that 
the loss of one's bechorteaches one hachna'a,submissiveness 
to Hashem. His dear bechor had passed away, and to him, 
it was a lesson in what Hashem demands of him. 

* * * 
Reb Zeide! always shied away from machlokes. At R)J, he 

always maintained that he was hired to be a maggid shiur 
and not a rash yeshiva, thus avoiding any controversy. He 
felt no compunctions about moving up or doW!l in the age 
level he taught- and did so on many occasions.As he said: 
I'm a maggid shiur and I'm doing my job. 

He moved to Bretz Yisroel in April, 1978, and never 
returned to the United States, even though all his children 
lived there. He explained that the Torah combines ari
chas yamim in Shema together with living in Bretz Yisroel 
("lema'an yirbu yemeichem ... al ha'adama"). He noticed 
that some of his friends who visited Bretz Yisroel suffered 
illnesses when they returned home. Indeed, he merited 
to live to his high '90s in Bretz Yisroel, most of them in 
relatively good health. 

When cell phones started becoming popular and people 
would talk out loud in the streets, he commented how 
until now people were embarrassed to say Mishnayos to 
themselves while walking in the streets, since it was out of 

place to talk to oneself. Now, however, with people talking 
loudly on the phone in the street, there is no excuse not to 
learn in this setting. 

He rarely talked about himself, but when a talmidre!ated 
several stories about RabbiAvrohom Kalmanowitz ?"llT, the 
Mirrer Rosh Yeshiva, who displayed tremendous self-sacrifice 
to save Jewry during World War II and after, Reb Zeidel 
shared a personal story he had never told heretofore about 
Rav Kalmanowitz's mesiras nefesh for harbatzas Torah. Reb 
Zeidel was saying a shiur at RJJ when Rav Kalmanowitz 
offered him a position at the Mirrer Yeshiva. Reb Zeidel, 
feeling that he was experiencing siyatta diShemaya at RJJ, 
and based upon the understanding of theVilna Ga on on the 
passuk in Kohel/es" mekomcha al tanach" - if one is successful 
somewhere, he should not leave - turned down the offer. 
Rabbi Kalmanowitz persisted over the next few weeks, even 
offering a higher salary, yet, Reb Zeidel demurred. Finally, 
Rabbi Kalmanowitz approached him one day with a written 
offer. Rabbi Kalmanowitz would give Reb Zeidel half his 
Olam Habba if he accepted the offer! He utilized the story 
to highlight the mesiras nefesh of Rabbi Kalmanowitz., but 
in the process, his ta/mid found out how others perceived 
Reb Zeidel. 

Someone involved in a shidduch realized that the girl 
needed someone to talk to in order to discuss certain issues 
pertaining to the shidduch. When the bachur's rash yeshiva, 
Rabbi Elya Svei w"'7v, suggested that he take the girl to 
Reh Zeidel, he wondered if that would be a good idea, 
since Reb Zeidel couldn't hear well at that point, and the 
girl would feel uncomfortable. "If you want to make the 
girl feel good, take her to somebody else;' responded Reb 
Elya, "but if you want to know what's doing in Shamayim 
(Heaven), then go to Reb ZeideJ:' !i!J 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
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all, I was going to learn in Bretz Yisroel. indefinitely, to a second he suggested camp I where he was the rav], someone 

~-=--~~ ········-· --
A while later, another boy walked over rabbanus, and to a third he confided convinced me to go for a tisch in New ! 
to him to discuss his options. This that there is nothing greater than a man York. It was a long drive, and between 
other boy was pretty close to the brink who lives by the labor of his own hands, the drive and the tis ch, we arrived back 
of abandoning Yiddishkeit. His choice and "Torah im Derech Bretz" is best. It for Shacharis, not having slept all night. 
was between a very bad college setup was the same Reb Zeidel, but he applied During shiur, I could sense that he was 
and a terrible one. Imagine my surprise himself to the talnzid) not vice versa. looking at me, to gauge iny alertness. 
when Reb Zeidel sat and spoke to him The same was true with his hashkafos I exerted a lot of effort, and was alert 
with the same tone, helping him make about Yiddishkeit itself. He had a liking all shiur. Afterwards, he called me over, 
a decision that would give him a ray of for Chassidim and Chassidus. He liked and said, "Remember this point. If a 
hope for his Yiddishkeit. Each talmidwas their simple unaffected ways, and their tisch causes you to miss learning, then 
a Divine charge, and it was Reb Zeidel's "Yiddish" clothing and mores. Yet, he it was your yeitzer hara. If it strengthens 
duty to apply himself to that talmid's also felt that for bachurim, the involve- your learning, then it was your yeitzer 
world and redeem him. ment with Chassidus was many times tov." He smiled. "I see that you learned 

His advice was as diverse as his talrni
dim. To one, he advised sitting in kollel 

a cop-out from learning, and as such, well, and I therefore think that you did 
was discouraged. One day, when I was in right in going to the tisch." 

For careful attention to your 
individual needs, call us today! 

(845) 354-8445 

r.-------------------~ 
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Not only did he speak to us on our 
level, but he treated every bachur with 
respect. Derision and belittlement were 
markedly absent from his tool kit. Every 
bachur was a "chashuva bachur," even 
if he was barely shomeir Shabbos, or 
less. This was not out of naivete. He 
harbored no illusions about where and 
what bachurim were up to. This was 
not some tzikdus or chinuch gimmick. 
Rather, he understood us, the way we 
understood ourselves. Every person feels 
that he is basically a good person with 
some faults. No one thinks of himself as 
rotten. So, too, Reh Zeidel stepped into 
our shoes, expressed that senti1nent, and 
then pointed the next step ahead. 

On the other hand, Reb Zeidel never 
complimented us profusely. There were 
no "iluyim" and no "next gadol hador." 
Those compli1nents are counterproduc
tive. "fhey either induce arrogance or 
stress out the boy knowing that he has 
to n1aintain a "superman" iinage. And it 
evokes a poisonous jealousy in the other 

; students. His attitude towards every 
i one of us can be described as, "You are 

worthy of respect for what you are, and 
with just a little effort, you can move 
half a step forward:' 

He taught material that was gauged 
for the shiur. Although he was a great 
talmid of Rabbi Shimon Shkop, I can 
only recall twice that he said a Reh 
Shimon in shiur. He felt that we were 
not ready, and therefore did not say it. 
He focused on p'shat, pure, unadulter
ated p'shat. When we pestered him to say 
lan1dus, he would sn1ile and say, "il'''N, 

.. ---------- -------~ 



next year you'll learn by Reb Shmuel 
Dovid [Warshavchik]. He is a great 
lamdan and you will really like it. I am 
a tnelatneid." 

His reaching out to the talmid's posi
tion became n1ore apparent to 111e as the 
years went on. For a high school student, 
he was the ideal high school rebbi. He 
understood us, and our challenges and 
needs. When time came to go to Eretz 
Yisroel, his advice and direction as to 
which yeshiva to go to, and how to grow 
in the Mir, revealed an extraordinary 
grasp of the situation in Eretz Yisroel, 
which he had never seen! Around the 
time of my wedding, he wrote to me a 
most insightful letter about the aspira
tions and goals of a yungernzan. VVhen 
I was some years into kollel, he gave 
me different advice. And when I took 
on my recent job, he offered a few very 
perceptive con11nents. At each and every 
stage, he could advise, sagaciously and 
presciently. 

Before I left America in 1970 to go 
to Eretz Yisroel, he asked me to fulfill 
two shelichuyas. I, of course, agreed. On 
the day that I left, he brought me a few 
thousand dollars to bring to a talmid 
chacham in Israel. He then took out a 
bunch of ties from a bag. There was a 
boy in Eretz Yisroel that Reb Zeidel felt 
needed a little "spiffing up." He went 
through the ties, picking colors that 
would match and enhance the boy's 
looks. He did it the way a good Jew 
goes through a packet of haddasim! 
[Reb Zeidel himself wore a simple gray 
suit with an even simpler tie. But he felt 
that the boy needed to be a little more 
"with it.") 

MEASURES OF CHINUCH 

The last time that I met him was 
when he was sitting shiva for the 
rebbetzin rn>. We talked a little 

bit about R.j.). He looked straight at me 
and said, "People always complained 
about the yeshiva [i.e., too many"bums," 
lax standards, etc.], but a lot of good 
caine out of it." 

OBSERVER 

Like all his sichas clrnlin, this was 
an intended message: chinuch is never 
1neasured in the "here and now." It is 
measured in decades and generations. 

It is hard to think of Reb Zeidel as 
gone, for he always had an ethereal 
quality about him. He had an aura of 
kedusha and tahara, a warm and radi
ant smile, a nlischievous hvinkle in 
those wise eyes, embracing us for the 
distance we had already traveled, and 
encouraging us to take but another half 
step forward ... and yet another .... 

May that figure continue to guide 
our steps. 

It would be fitting, in Reb Zeidel's 
memory, to sum1narize his principles 
of chinuch: 
• To firmly believe that every word 

of Torah and mussarsaid "be'en1es" 
makes an impact. And even if 
the results are not seen, they will 
nlost definitely con1e, even if it is 
decades later. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

:l?Y' .M1:l:l1i ibo 

Now AVAILABLE IN SEFORIM STORES 
ON THE FOLLOWING nrnJOY.l: 

,Kllp K:i:i ,p1U11ip ,poil ,l1:ill' ,m:ii:i ,,,r,,n 
p11i1JO ,l11l11:lll' ,t:P11J ,l\ll,~ll l\:l:l 

Each packed with nllll!Jnl rn'7Nl!J that 
review the N1101 N'7j7l!J of the NlDl in 
accordance with nmom and 1"l!Jl 

written in Hebrew. 

Recommended and used by D'JJnl'.lil r'7m 

==l 
That the rebbi see each child as 
the child sees himself: a good and 
worthy human being with some 
room for improvement. 
The basis for a rebbi-talmid rela
tionship is an inherent respect for 
the taln1id. Derision and sarcas1n 
terminate the relationship. 
A rebbi's sole job is the development 
of the child. It is not a platform for 
the dissemination of one's chiddu
shim, brilliant or otherwise. 
The best mussar is the persona of 
the rebbi, developed over years of 
self-improvement. The mussarmust 
be genuine and unaffected. 
Rage and frustration are signs that 
teaching is a personal matter, and 
thereby disqualify the rebbi. 
Never lavishly praise a child. 
Personal gain and growth from 
chinuch end at one's gravesite. 
Every day of a person's life is a step 
on a ladder. rr;i 

I 

as well as 01111'.J'm and 01n1 1'7)11 for over 20 years. 

i L _______ _ ------------------------------ ----------------------- ------------------ ________ __:J 
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i YJSRAEL RUTMAN 

CHANGING: 

ONE BULB AT A TIME 

T he global response to global 
war1ning has been a source of 
frustration and anguish for those 

who believe we face an existential threat. 
The Kyoto Accords and other efforts at 
international cooperation have been 
dismayingly ineffectual in reducing 
carbon emissions, since developed and 
developing societies alike are loathe 
to pay the economic price entailed by 
reducing energy needs. 

Indeed, it may be that the most 
practical and effective response to cli
matological peril may be not global, bnt 
local and individual. The macrocosmic 
initiatives may be a path of guaranteed 
futility; but in the microcosm, radical 
changes can be made overnight. At the 
top of the list of measures recommend
ed by the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency is switching from traditional 
incandescent light bulbs to compact 
fluorescent bulbs. It is said that if every 
American household replaced one regu
lar light bulb with a C.F.l.., the pollution 
reduction would be equivalent to removing 
one million cars from the road. 
YISRAEL RUTMAN, WHO TEACHES GEMARA IN 

YESHIVAS OHR ZlC!lRON YAAKOV (IN ZICHRON 

Y.<\AKOV), IS A FREQUENT CONTRIBl:·10R TO THESE 

i PAGES, MOST RECENTLY \\'ITH "DAYflNV: A MEDITA-

~ o~'-"' WORI ~~~"IN (AeR -~-· --- -

They have a motto, too: "Change a 
light bulb, and change the world .... " 
Lobbying for a new energy policy, for 
\vhat a1nounts to a n1ajor inodification 
of the economic structure of society, 
has so far been unsuccessful. If we really 
want to change the world, indeed to save 
it, we must first change ourselves. Only 
then, when enough of the individuals 
who make up a society are already living 
environmentally conscious lives, will the 
climate of opinion enable poll-conscious 
politicians to make the policy decisions 
that will safeguard the planet. 

There is a moral to this story: The 
way that we Jive our private lives has 
profound impact on the world. Much 
is made these days by various Jewish 
agitators of social action, often under 
t)1e __ banner of tikkun_2lam.' Although, ' 
l Eytan Kobre's essay, "Precious Petals" (An1 
Echad Resources), is recon11nended reading on 
the subject. As he points out, the phrase tikkun 
olam is taken out of context. It co1nes fron1 the 
Aleinu prayer, where it is part of a larger phrase, 
"Jesakein olam beMalchus Shakai, to rectify 
the world in the kingdom of G-d." The religion 
of Aleinu is Jewish inonotheistn, not secular 
democratic hu1nanism. The whole statement of 
Aleinu is the praise of G-d and the destruction 
of idols. Furthern1ore, the preceding line -
"Therefore, we hope for You, L-rd our G-d ... to 
rectify the world ... " - suggests that it is not \Ve, 
but Hashem \i\Tho will be doing the rectifying. 

Kobre also eloquently explains why people 
are inclined to take the phrase tikkun o!an1 out 
of context: "Certainly, the painstaking, intensely 

to be sure, the Torah community has not 
lacked for organized action when the 
need has arisen (for example, Agudas 
Yisrael, Degel Hatorah, and a mind
boggling array of chessed and kiruv 
groups), we should not overlook or 
forsake the importance of the individual 
apart from any role as voter, consu1ner, 
lobbyist or an enrolled member of any
thing but the Jewish people. 

THE SUPERNAL INDIVIDUAL -

COSMOS CONNECTION 

A vital connection between the 
individual and the world exists 
in any case, whether we realize 

it or not. As Rabbi Chaim Volozhin 
wrote in his classic Nefesh Hachayim 
( 1 :4): "A person should not say, 'What 
am I, and what power do my puny 
deeds have to affect anything in this 

private effort to slowly refine one's character of 
its egoistic and animalistic tendencies garners 
one neither public acclaim nor the external 
trappings of power. Put siinply, training one's 
tongue to speak sweetly and softly and one's 
n1ind to judge others favorably carries none of the 
cachet of organizing an anti-fur den1onstration 
or circulating petitions de1nanding tenn lin1its. 
Yet, Judaism teaches, it is through the disciplining 
and, ulti1nately, the sanctifying of the self that 
the true empowern1ent of the individual and the , 

--evcn~~Jrepa>< of society a>C achieved." ~ 
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world?' He should know and establish 
in his heart that nothing of his acts, 
words or thoughts go to waste." He 
explains that when Chazal say in Avos, 
"Da rna lenza' ala nzimcha - Know what 
is above you," it should be parsed," Da 
ma le ma' ala - mimcha. "Know that what 
is above - is fro1n you." The awesome 
things that happen in the upper worlds, 
and which rain down blessing or curse, 
are all from you. 

The Nefesh Hachayim's concept has 
come down to us aphoristically, as 
well. 

Once, while walking near the 
city limits of Bnei Brak on Shabbos, 
Rabbi Shach 7··~1, asked his student, 
"Why is it that on the other side of 
the road cars are moving, while on 
this side they aren't?" 

"Well,'' he replied, "because over 
there is Ramat Gan, and here it's 
Bnei Brak." 

"No, that's not the reason," said 
Rav Shach. "It's because the power 
of our Shabbos observance only 
reaches as far as this point. If we 
would keep Shabbos better, they 
wouldn't be driving on the other side 
of the road, either. Like Rav Yisrael 
Salanter said, 'When a Jew abandons 
the Torah in Paris, it's because they 
are slackening in Kovna.' And as 
the Brisker Rav said, 'If the non
religious still observe Yorn Kippur, 
ifs not because Yorn Kippur is so 
important to them, but because to 
us it is so holy and strictly observed"' 
(Rav Asher Bergman, Shimusha she/ 
Torah, P. 107). 
In his old age, the Chassidic master 

Reb Chaim of Tzanz remarked that 
over the course of many years, he had 
first given up his youthful ambitions to 
change the whole world and, later, his 
bold plans to transform his commu
nity and family; he was, at last, hoping 
merely to better his own self somewhat 
in the time remaining to him. 2 

Idealism is the fertilist ground for 
the breeding of cynics; but there is a 
path from disillusionment to realism. 
----~-~--·-----

2 f have heard the sarne story told of the Chotetz 
Chai1n, as well, with the addition that he then 
reversed the pattern: After changing hi1nself, he 
proceeded to influence his town of Radin and 
then beyond. 

THE JEWISH 0BSERVEH 

When Chazal say in Avos, "Dama 
lema'a/a mimcha - Know what is 
above you," it should be parsed, 

"Dama lema'ala -mimcha. 
Know that what is above - is from you." 

The awesome things that happen in 
the upper worlds, and which rain down 

blessing or curse, are all from you. 

Focusing on self-improvement does 
not mean forgetting about others. The 
Divrei Chaim did not retreat to some 
remote mountaintop to study Kabbala. 
The doctrine of Kol Yisroel areivirn zeh 
lazeh mandates a social consciousness, 
an active personal involvement in the 
suffering - and the joys of others. 
Giving up on the macrocosm does 
not n1ean living in a cave. There is no 
exen1ption from the mitzvos of tzed
daka, bikur cholim or hachnasas kalla ... 
(and there's time for Zahar, too). 

A STARTING POINT: 

ONE INDIVIDUAL 

W here does one begin? The 
mitzvah of ahavas Yisroel, 
noted Rabbi Avigdor Miller, 

does not come by itself. Quoting the 
advice of one of his rebbei'im, he says 
that one should begin slowly, choosing 
just one person, 1naking a special project 
of developing love for him by concen
trating his thoughts on the person and 
his virtues, until he feels love for him. 

He suggested focusing first on the 
person's outstanding traits; for example, 
ifhe is particularly handsome, consider 
his physical beauty, and think to himself 
that there is nothing so beautiful as the 
human countenance which reflects the 
tzellem Elokim. Anything positive about 
the person will do. Even a nice name, like 
Sheiner or Gold, can also be focused on. 
Furthern1ore, it's important to articulate 
his love for the person (without anyone 
hearing it). The Chovos Halevovoswrites, 
that "thought follows speech, that speech 
arouses the great powers hidden within 

man" (Sha'ar Cheshbon Hanefesh, No. 9). 
Once you have attained a genuine love 
for that person, you should then go on 
to another Jew, and another, until your 
love embraces all of Kial Yisroel (Rabbi 
Avigdor Miller ?··~1, Sha'arei Ora, pp. 
169-170). 

Some have taken up the challenge, 
and with impressive results. The story 
is told about a young fellow who, when 
he came to Kelm and was greeted so 
warmly by one of the students, felt bad 
that he had failed to recognize what 
must have been an old acquaintance. 
Then, a while later, the uncomfortable 
experience repeated itself, when some
body else came over with a friendly 
smile, inquiring as to when he had 
arrived, whether he had eaten yet, and 
whether he had found his accommoda
tions. Again, he couldn't recall where 
he had first met this person. When, 
however, another and another came 
by with the same warm greeting, until 
virtually everyone in the Kelm Talmud 
Torah had given him the "treatment," 
he realized that they were not old 
friends at all, but that this was the way 
they greeted everybody in Kelm. They 
had created a world sublimely detached 
from the self-centeredness, grasping 
and indifference to the plight of oth
ers that so much characterizes and 
is thought to be the norm of society 

KARIA IN lRlTZ YISROll 
Call Rabbi Gavriel Beer for information on 
obtaining cemetery plots in Beth Shemesh 

and other locations in Israel. 

oi i-972-2-656-9427 
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(Rabbi Dov Katz, Tenu'as Hamussar, 
vol. 2, p. 148). 

Perhaps the idea of changing the 
world by changing oneself is best encap
sti!ated in the following vignette, also 
from the "revolutionaries" of Kelm: In 
Kelm, the most distinguished talmi
dim merited responsibility for menial 
chores, such as cleaning around the beis 
harnidrash. 

This was chosen because it promoted 
humility and afforded an opportu
nity to serve taln1idei chachatniin, as 

Yehoshua bin Nun had done by arrang
ing the benches and mats in the tents of 
study (by which he merited to succeed 
Moshe Rabbeinu). Once, the mother of a 
wealthy student came to visit, and found 
her son sweeping the floor. Shocked, she 
turned to Rabbi Simcha Zissel Ziv, the 
Alter of Kelm, asking, "For this I sent my 
son here, to learn to sweep floors?" 

"Indeed, it is so," he replied. "Der 
vos kert da, kert di velt." (In Yiddish, 
the word for sweeping, kert) also means 
turning over, as in turning over the dirt. 

····i1'~t'.iha~Eiri§'J~~i~ii;~fh"Ji~iJl~gfu':E~6iri~~~tr:~~lv~f' 
user-friendly courses for people who want to take 
the next step in Torah learning and observance. 
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•Laws of Shabbat 
·Chumash Themes 
• Oerech Hashem 
•Daily Living 
• Mussar Program 

• How-to videos on Havdallah, 
Tefillin, washing for bread 

• Audio for how to say brachos 
•Video classes from top educators 
• Automated, interactive testing 

Jewish Pathways material is perfect: 
•as a curriculum for one-on-one study partners 

•for teachers to prepare course material 
•to encourage self-paced learning 

the breakthrough thatl've 

needed for so many years.~ I will definitely recommend!" is a true life-saver:' 

All materials can be printed out or viewed online. 

More courses coming soon: 
Laws of Brachot ·Hebrew Ulpan ·Laws of Kashrut ·Daily Prayer· Jewish History 

For info, contact: Rabbi Sh raga Simmons 
director@jewishpathways.com 

Thus, the play on words: He who sweeps 
the dust on the floor, overturns the whole 
world.) (Ibid, p. 156) 

The last century witnessed various 
moven1ents to change the world and 
to create a ''new man." The stupendous 
follies of the Communists, Fascists and 
nationalists of every stripe, so far from 
bringing Utopia, resulted in the ruin of 
societies and the deaths of millions. These 
ideologies were the gods that failed. 3 

The Torah, however, 1nakes it possible 
for an individual to change the structure 
of society, to create "a new inan;' lehavdil, 
by dedicating ourselves to Torah-guided 
self-perfection.4 Without revolution or 
bloodshed, without tearing up the fabric 
of society and making man over again in 
the in1age of a Marx or Mao, a much more 
profound and 1nore hu1nane change can 
be wrought - man can be n1ade over in 
the image of G-d. 

Of course, it's n1uch easier to change 
a light bulb than to change oneself. But 
one who does, may change the world. li!J 

3 The bitter disillusioninent of certain literary 
intellectuals with Co1n111unis1n during the 1950s 
has been told 1nost con1pellingly in The God ThnT 
Failed. It's worth noting, too, that the leaders of 
sei.:ular Zionisin's Second A!~ra, nurtured in the 
revolutionary fcnncnt of nineteenth century Russia, 
brought with then1 their own brand of utopianisin. 
A.D. Gordon exhorted his contcn1poraries to "enter 
the great university of labor, where heaven and earth 
and all of nature are creating a new hun1an species." 
Gordnn called it"the religion of labor" (A1nos Elon, 
The Israelis: Founders and So11s, p. 115). It would , 
be futile to search for any trace of those fervent ! 

hopes on the kibbutz or an)'\vhere else in Israeli 
society today. Another god that failed. 

4 Marriage and children are an integral part of 
the equation. Rabbi Aryeb Kaplan once showed 
how 111arriage, which 1..ve usually think of in tenns 
of purely personal happiness, is in fact a power-
ful vehicle for social change. He n1ade the si111ple 
calculation that since the nun1ber of descendants 
doubles in each generation, if a couple has at 
least 4 children, after ten gent·rations, a 1narried 
couple will have 1,048,576 descendants. After 24 
generations - a nlere 600 years - there will be 
16,7777,216 descendants. This is very dose to the 
current v.'orid Jewish population. Furtbennore, it 
takes fc\ver than forty generations for a person to 
find a nu1nber of ancestors that is greater than the 
total population of the world. If we consider the 
average generntion to be around 25 years, forty 
generations is only one thousand years. Those 
who dedicate the1nse\ves to the path of Torah ] 
can therefore look fo1 ward to having i<lr-rc,iching ":"' "'""' """ ' "' ":"" J 
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The attrition \Ve are witnessing in 
the yeshiva world - that is, the 
painful issue of "yeshiva drop

outs" - constitutes an acute public 
concern these days. We have interviewed 
the man who is considered to be the 
first individual to have dealt with this 
sensitive subject - a man who, by all 
accounts, possesses the most experience 
in this field. 

Rabbi Moshe Goldstein N''V>?v, 

founder and rash yeshiva of Yeshivas 
Shaarei Yosher and the "Shema B'ni" 
organization in the Har Nof section 
of Yerushalyaim, sought and received 
guidance for the proper treatment of 
such cases, and both Rabbi Elazar Shach 
., .. ,,., and - yibadeil leclzayim - contem
porary gedolei lzadorn·v>?v, have placed 
implicit reliance on him. 

Last summer, on the occasion of 
the twenty-fifth anniversary of Shaarei 
Yosher's founding, we spoke at length 
with Rabbi Goldstein. While the inter-
view covered far more than its original 
mandate, the following comments focus 
on his analysis of the various approaches 
to the clzinuch challenges of our time. 

Is the problem of "yeshiva dropouts" 
the primary problem of our geueration? 

The dropouts are not the problem. 
They are, rather, a symptom of many 
problems that have not been handled 
properly. At the root of them all is the 
single word: chinuch. When a boy has 
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WITH HER FAMILY, HAS WRITfEN NUMEROUS BOOKS 
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not received the proper chinuch and has 
basically passed his childhood years "at 
random" - that is, on a routine path of 
"mitzvas anashinz melumada ... perfor
mance of mitzvos by rote" alone- there 
is no guarantee that he will continue on 
this way in life. He may turn out to be 
an observant Jew, and he may not. He 
is on a random course, so that all the 
yeitzer hara has to do is wait for the right 
moment - especially an idle, inactive 
nloment - to knock on his door. 

So what is the problem? There are 
so many flourishing educational insti
tutions today, and children are also 
being raised in homes that are soaked 
in Torah and yiras Shamayim. 

When speaking of chinuch, we must 
first understand the concept. Let me tell 
you a story that is no isolated incident. 
A suffering father came to an educator 
who dealt with "dropouts." He shared 
the painful news that his son had gone 
"off the derech;' and begged for advice 
to save his son from ruin. 

The father looked familiar to the 
educator. A number of years earlier, 
when the educator had held a talk with 
some parents on chinuch matters, this 
father had announced that he was see-
ing the fruits of his labor, and his son 
had been wonderfully brought up! The 
father never even had to say much to 
his son; when he told him something, 
the boy immediately carried it out. 
On a particular day, for example, the 
father had spoken to his son about the 
advantage of getting up early to daven 
"kevasikin," reaching Sheman eh Esrei 
at sunrise. Amazingly, the very next 

morning, the boy got up like a lion 
before dawn, went to shul with him, 
and davened beautifully. Envy filled the 
hearts of the other parents who were 
present.. .. That was then. And now, 
the "successful" and "well-reared" son 
stood before him devoid of any sign of 
Chareidi garb, after a series of yeshivas 
and institutions had been quick to get 
rid of him. That proud father had not 
succeeded in educating his son. Now, 
he was wracking his brains to discover 
what his mistake had been. 

This error is one of the most wide
spread in the field of chinuch: The fact 
that a child is promptly obedient does 
not mean that he has had a proper 
upbringing. It merely demonstrates that 
he does what is demanded of him. That 
father did not educate his son; he only 
got him to carry out certain actions. He 
caused him to get up for davening one 
morning and brought him to the place 
of davening - but he did not educate 
him to get up for davening. 

The nature of chinuch is not to have 
the child fulfill tasks out of either fear 
or anticipation of some sort of reward. 
Education is explanation, talk, influence 
and expression, so that the youngster 
will understand, internalize and know 
that he needs to walk the straight path 
of his own free, unencumbered will. 

So what is your message - to let the 
child "understand on his own," without 
any element of coercion at all? 

Of course not. Effective child rearing , 
is generally linked with some means of I 
coercion. A reasonable degree of coer-
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to coercion, however, is not the goal, nor 
is it the measure of success. It is only a 
tool and a means! 

More than once, I've heard a moth
er complain, "I often spend a long 
time talking to my child and explain
ing things to him patiently_ He nods 
his head, and I'm convinced that he's 
absorbed everything that I've said. Then, 
to my shock, he goes right back to doing 
what he was doing before! Apparently, 
iny words went in one ear and out the 
other - just as if I hadn't spoken at all. 
I muster all my strength not to react 
angrily, and try to speak calmly and 
explain again - but all my efforts are 
in vain. If we were talking about a child 
who has a hard time understanding, 
fine. But we're dealing with a smart boy. 

Does he really not understand? Or is he 
simply unwilling? Or, heaven forbid, 
could he be making a fool of me?! It's 
driving me out of my mind .... " 

In this era of technologic progress, we 
are accustomed to immediate results. In 
education, however, it doesn't work that 
way. We're not dealing with ((machines," 
but with people who have free choice. 
Chinuch is a long-term investment that 
only bears fruit in time, and not in an 
i1nmediate way. 

Here we return to the principle I 
mentioned earlier: You've spoken to the 
child on a certain subject and you don't 
see any results. He continues to behave 
just the way he's behaved till now. Have 
you failed? Not necessarily. You may 
have stirred something in his heart. He 
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is now more aware, and readier, and 
has more understanding. Perhaps he 
even agrees with you. \\Then it comes 
to action, however, he is challenged. 
When he has to get up in the morning 
to daven, a struggle takes place - and 
he fails again. 

A father is unable to peer into his 
son's heart. He can't see that in today's 
struggle with the yeitzer hara, the boy 
was more prepared and stronger than 
he was yesterday, and that he fought 
back with greater determination. Today, 
he came closer to victory than he did 
the day before. It was still not enough, 
however, to tilt the scales. Your talk, and 
your educational effort, have had their 
effect. They carry weight- only we can
not yet see it. This does not mean that 
we have failed in our child's chinuch, but 
rather that the road to success is longer 
than we thought. 

"A person is like the tree of the field:' A 
person is like a branch of a tree, growing 
slowly. A long time is required to change 
the direction of its growth. 

That's the problem. Chinuch bears 
fruit in a long, gradual way, while 
disintegration is usually quick and 
acute .... 

This is another fallacy. Just as positive 
education is a long process, ren1aining 
gradual and hidden from the eye until 
it bursts outward, so is the process of 
distancing oneself from the right path 
a slow and gradual one, and not always 
visible to the eye. 

On the surface, everything seen1s the 
same as it was yesterday. He gets up in 
the morning, davens and learns - but 
inside, everything has become empty ... 
until the fragile outer walls crumble, and, 
"One day, he just became ruined!" 

Let us remind ourselves: It is the 
nature of the adolescent to rebel against 
those who try to impose their views 
on hi1n. That's why coercion alone, 
unaccompanied by a support system of 
explanation and education, is bound to 
collapse one day. In contrast, coercion 
that is just a tool, used in tandem with 
educational methods, is a positive force. 
When the student is persuaded and has . 
understanding, he acts out of his own i 
wiU ""' hi' ~" op;.,;.,., He '"":_j 



strates the full measure of independence 
and maturity that is required of him. 

Are there "early warning signs" to 
alert us to approaching danger? 

There are no fixed rules, but I'll give 
you one approach. So1netimes, when 
we see that the boy is always, always the 
best, that he has no ups and downs but 
only a steady flow of unbroken excel
lence, this should serve as a flashing red 
light. Every child should have ups and 
downs, for that is hun1an nature. When 
a child is always "on the rise" - when he 
always does exactly what is demanded 
of hi111, neither 1nore nor less - he may 
be responding to coercion, acting only 
from fear and not from desire and 
understanding. 

Human life is comparable to a car's 
signal lights, which blink on and off by 
turns. Should the blinker stay perma
nently either on or off, it wouldn't be 
doing its job.A healthy person's spiritual 
life is a terrain of hills and valleys. 

The functioning heart continually 
beats and pauses; no one is alarmed at 
either the beat or the temporary pause. 
So, too, with spiritual life. 

Every student has his ups and downs. 
The job of the educator and parent is 
to help him during times of descent 
and assist him out of his tailspin, and 
to encourage him during ti1nes of 
ascent so that he will retain what he 
has accomplished. It is important to 
n1ention here that) in general, only an 
experienced educator will know that 
there are times when both ascents and 
descents must be curbed so that they do 
not become too extreme. Not everyone 
has the appropriate understanding to be 
able to tell a teenager not to "rise" too 
high when he seems overly enthusias
tic - just as not everyone knows how 
to slow down the natural decline that 

comes after a consistent rise. This calls 
for vast, rich experience. In extreme 
cases, it is advisable to consult with 
professionals. 

We can conclude with two statements 
that are really four: Chinuch is a slow 
process, while coercion has an immedi
ate effect; chinuch is the true influencing 
factor, while coercion will ultimately 
pop like a soap bubble. 

We in America are also struggling 
with a "dropout" rate. Is there a dif
ference between the problems that 
appear in Eretz Yisroel and those in 
America? 

You may be surprised to hear this, 
but in niy opinion, the situation in Eretz 
Yisroel is, to a degree, the more serious 
one. This is due to the simple reason 
that in Eretz Yisroel there are no middle 
paths. There are only two paths here: 
Either one is a hen yeshiva in every sense 
of the word, or he's out on the street,., .. ,. 
In America, in-between routes have been 
created. A bachur who is not successful 
in his learning is not obligated to leave 

L __________ -----~--------- ~ 

the yeshiva world completely. There are 
yeshiva bachurim who choose to place 
the1nselves in vocational settings, and 
while in yeshiva, they can prepare for a 
future in a non-Torah-related field. 

Does that mean that Eretz Yisroel 
ought to imitate the American model? 

By no means! Gedolei Yisroel have 
already instructed us in this niatter. 
Conditions are not the same here as 
they are in America. A recipe that \Vas 
created for a specific situation does not 
lend itself to duplication elsewhere. Let 
me give you an example. Ashkenazic 
[i.e., German] Jewry was guided by its 
gedolim to follow the path of" Torah im 
derech eretz." Nevertheless, these san1e 
gedolei Ashkenaz, on arriving in Eretz 
Yisroel, founded Yeshivas Kol Torah, and 
strongly opposed allowing even a single 
hour of math class at night. Their credo 
was: "The hills of Berlin are not like the 
hills of Jerusalem." 

Then what is the solution? We are 
seeing the "dropout" phenomenon here 
in Eretz Yisroel, as well. 

- -------------·----
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are battling the Internet, and that is as it · 
should be. At the risk of being seen as a 
prophet of doom, however, I am deeply 
afraid that another ten or twenty years 
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medical problem, we may divide the alternative. To toss a boy out without an 
solutions into two categories: prevention alternative means to throw hitn into the 
and treatn1ent - prevention before the street. That's cruel and, in the view of our 
problem arises, and treatment when the gedolim, impermissible. We must expect 
problem comes into existence. The "pre- each educator to relate to his student as if 
vention" aspect comes through proper to a son; just as a father would reconsider 
education, as I've touched on briefly hundreds of times before he'd throw his 
in response to the question, "What is son out of the house, so must we view a 
chinuch?'' The treatn1ent comes in yeshi- wayward student. 
vos along the lines of Yeshivas Shaarei Has technological progress increased 
Yosher, which function as ordinary the severity of the dropout problem? 
yeshivas, but with a different emphasis Certainly. In the past, a boy growing 
with regard to teaching Torah and yiras up in a Chareidi environment, within 
Shamayim. In particular, we focus on the four cubits of Torah, would be cut 
individualized attention, on develop- off from the corrupt world of the street. 
ing a personal connection with the Today, everything is at our fingertips, 
mitzvos - and especia1ly on patience, everywhere we turn - in your room 
endless patience ... toward each bachur. at home and even in your pocket. The 
We might label this type of place a "global village" has destroyed our hopes 
"second-chance" yeshiva. of sheltering our children within a pro-

I take i4 then, that some of these boys tected environment. Chazal say that if 
would not have left other yeshivos, had the yeitzer hara starts up with you, you 
they received individual attention? should drag him off to the beis midrash. 

In many cases, that is true. But this These days, he's waiting for us there! 
is absolutely not an indictment of the Not, perhaps, among the shtenders or 
general run of yeshivos. Let's take, as near the Aron Kodesh, but certainly in 
an example, a yeshiva of 500 students. dorm rooms or at home. 
A place like that would require - apart So what is the solution? 
from the usual, limited staff of roshei Methods must change to meet 
yeshiva, mashgichim and maggidei shiu- changed circumstances. Today, shiurei 
riln - at least another 200 staff men1bers 1nussar and yiras Shamayim are so n1uch 
to stay in close personal contact \Vith more necessary- as necessary as the air 
each bachur, every day. No yeshiva we breathe. In my opinion, we must 
can accomplish this from a financial prepare ourselves for a worsening of 
standpoint; we know that most yeshivas the situation while there is still time. We 
barely manage to keep going even with 
a limited staff. Even Shaarei Yosher, 

- or less - will find the Internet in every 
home that has a telephone, everywhere 
in the world. !twill become a household 
appliance, despite all the dangers inher-
ent in it. Humanity's obsessive drive for 
('progress" creates mechanisn1s that are 
almost dictatorial in nature, and which 
force everyone to bow to them. Today, a 
large portion of the commercial world 
conducts its business via the Internet, 
which forces business owners to make 
use of its services. \.\Tho knows whether 
the day will come when a housewife 
won't be able to purchase milk and 
vegetables without ordering them over 
the Internet? 

So the question still stands: What is 
the solution? 

The solution, as I've said, is prin1arily 
educational. We certainly need super
vision and care, but the vital thing is 
chinuch. When I was a bachur, I was 
taught that, when traveling from Bnei 
Brak to Tel Aviv to buy cloth for a suit, 
one had to be careful to avoid imper
missible sights, and certainly to avoid 
impure places. We will have to imple
n1ent the same precautions in the future 
regarding the entire electronic world: to 
educate our children in how to prevent 
challenges through the exercise of their 
free will. llil 

which does not have a student body of 
500, is buckling under the burden of 
maintaining the large staff required for 
individual attention. W~RlOWIO[ t[ll~H~N[ R[NTAlS 

In other words, yeshivos are inca
pable of preventing the phenomenon 
of having some students drop out. 

There are cases in which errors and 
thoughtlessness can create a situation in 
which a boy feels rejected. But those cases 
are the exception to the norm. The only 
thing that can prevent an acute exac
erbation of the problem is being extra 
careful before throwing a bachur out of 
yeshiva. This is a question of "life and 
death," and each case must be decided 
by consulting with gedolei haTorah. 
Clearly, no boy should ever be expelled 
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RABBI DR. ABRAHAM J. TWERSKI 

at Its Best 
"Make His will as if it were your own will .... 
Nullify your will before His will" (PIRKEI Avos NI 

We are living in an era when the predictions ofChazal about the conditions 

that will prevail prior to the coming ofMoshiach (end ofMasechta Sotah) 

have unfortunately materialized. "Chutzpa will increase, and children will defy 

their parents." Adolescent psychiatrists say that their most frequent diagnosis 

is "Oppositional Defiant Disorder." Torah observant families are not immune. 

Many of the "Kids at Risk" are youngsters who do not accept parental authority. 

I t is an established fact that chil
dren tend to emulate their parents. 
Lecturing is a very weak method of 

training children. Parents must model 
for children the behavior they wish 
them to have. Youngsters have desires 
of all kinds, and we want them to set 
aside their desires in deference to our 
\Vishes. We n1ust take a serious look: In 
what way do we model their behaviors 
for them? When do we set aside our 
desires in deference to authority? 

Rashi ( Vayikra 20,26) cites the 
Talmudic dictum that a person should 
not say, "I detest pork," but rather, "I 
would like to eat pork, but my Heavenly 
Father has forbidden it." Can any of us 
say that we would like to eat pork? Why, 
just the thought of pork is revolting! 

Would any of us say, "I wish I could 
work on Shabbos"? Every week, we 
thank Hashem for the precious gift of 
Shabbos, without which we would cer
tainly collapse. If we look carefully, we 
will see that in our living according to 
the Torah, we really do not desire that 
which the Torah forbids. When, then, do 
we fulfill what Rashi tells us to do? 

We have been so successful in ful
filling the first part of the Mishnah in 
Pirkei Avos, "Make His will as if it were 
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your own will;' that we rarely have the 
opportunity to fulfill the second part," 
Nullify your will before His will." What 
is strictly forbidden, we do not wish 
to do, and if we do have a desire to do 
something which is not clearly forbid
den, we often find a hetteirto do it. We 
simply lack adequate opportunities to 
model for our children that we set aside 
our desires in deference to authority. If 
we do not model this, \Ve cannot expect 
them to do so. 

We must look for opportunities to 
do such modeling, because they are not 
frequent. If we buy a new suit or dress, 
we might say,"! don't understand why I 
must do this, but Hashem has forbidden 
shatnez, so I must have this shatnez
tested before I wear it:' Or, we might 
say, "I really would enjoy a cup of coffee 
now, but it is not yet six hours since I 
ate meat, and the Shulchan Aruch says 
that we n1ust wait six hours." 

We have an excellent opportunity 
to model accepting authority in regard 
to lashon hara. When someone is say
ing something that we suspect may be 
lashon hara, \Ve may say, ''I'm sorry. I'm 
really curious to hear what you have to 
say, but I'm afraid it may be lashon hara:' 
Let your children hear you say that. You 
will have many opportunities to demon
strate this deference to authority. 

Another thing you can do is to signal 
to so1neone in shul who vvants to talk to 
you that you do not indulge in conversa-

tion in shul. You can say to your child,"! 
would have loved to talk with him, but 
it is not permissible to talk in shul." 

When your child sees you controlling 
your anger when provoked, and you 
say to him, "I felt like exploding, but it 
is forbidden to be in rage," you are not 
only teaching him a vital midda, but 
are also n1odeling suppressing a desire 
in deference to authority. 

There may be other opportunities for 
modeling acceptance to authority. Look 
for them and put them to use. This is 
chinuch at its best. Ill 
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RABBI HILLEL GOLDBERG 

This is Jerusalem. 
You never know 

who's walking 
down the street. 

The holy city is sate 
with scholars. 
They come in 
many forms 

MUSINGS 

Aproject I am working on takes 
me to Jerusalem - specifically, 
to a typesetter. I have worked 

with typesetters most of my life. They 
must be literal. A typesetter is neither 
the author nor the editor. It might be 
putting it too strongly to say that a type
setter is paid not to think, bnt, in fact, 
the whole publication system breaks 
down if a typesetter makes changes on 
his own. No \1VTiter could ever expect to 
see his work, ho\-vever brilliant or flawed, 
if a typesetter would veer from his well
defined task of transforming authorial 
intent, including all manner of style and 
idiosyncrasy, into formal type. 

And so, 1ny typesetter proceeds apace, 
doing his job ably and with verve ( typ
ing with but two fingers of one hand). 
Slowly and subtly, I become aware of 
a disjunction in the rhythm. After an 
hour or two, I realize that we are doing 
more than correcting copy. My typeset
ter is n1aking offi1and co1n1nents that 
make more than offhand sense. Slowly 
and surely, I begin to respond, listen
ing, probing and, more often than not, 
agreeing with his observations. Ever so 
gradually, we enter into a discourse, 
rather than merely work together to 
decipher my scribblings. By the time we 
finish, we are friends, and I learn a little 
about him. First, he is not a typesetter. 
He is a rebbi, a teacher of Torah. This 
is bein hazemanim, and he has merely 
taken on a little extra work for extra 
income when he is not teaching Torah. 
Second, 1 learn that he has passed the 
Rabbanut test in the area of halacha 
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covered in the manuscript. We agree 
to stay in touch. I ask him to look over 
the manuscript not from the technical 
standpoint of a typesetter, but with a 
critical eye. He agrees. 

A few weeks later, I receive his con1-
ments. Two, in particular, catch my eye. 
They serve to illustrate the point that I 
a1n driving at. In the first instance, he 
corrects a quotation fro1n a we11-known 
halachic authority. My typesetter has 
proven his mettle, so I look up the 
quotation. Sure enough, I had not tran
scribed the authority's words accurately. 
With a simple correction, my typesetter 
was really saying: An authority couldn't 
have written this; and he was right. 

In the second instance, my typesetter 
finds an error; a reference to an obscure 
Mishnah in Zera'im is incorrectly cited 
as "Mishnah 9, Mishnah 9." This is a 
simple typo. It should read, "Chapter 9, 
Mishnah 9." Except that the typesetter 
also crosses out "Mishnah 9" and writes 
"Mishnah 7." I look it up. Sure enough, i 

he is right. · 
I an1 astonished. I start, or so I 

think, with a simple typesetter - sim
ply dressed, without title, without airs, 
doing the n1odern equivalent of n1anual 
labor - and end with an individual who 
apparently has a wide knowledge even 
of obscure areas of Torah. 

This is Jerusalem. You never know 
who's walking down the street. The holy 
city is sate with scholars. They come in 
many forms - the guy carrying some 
groceries, or leading a few kids by the 
hand, or seemingly meandering around 
the reading room of the Jewish National 
Library, or - why not? - driving a taxi. 
Maybe it's temporary work during bein 
hazemanim! Maybe he's actually con
versant in reams of Torah, just like n1y 
"typesetter:' You never know. Actually, in 
Jerusalem, you do know: Torah study is 
embraced, pursued, and cherished, and, 
when one knows a lot1 not necessarily 
advertised. 

I might close this with a mussar 
lesson couched in the negative, "Don't 
judge a person by appearances:' I would 
prefer to close with a positive lesson 

1 

about the state of the Jewish people in 1 
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01 Public Record 
"If you want to see World War III, 
you know, a way to do that is to 
attack Israel with a nuclear 
weapon." 

- President George W. Bush, 
commenting on threatening 
language from Teheran, on 
German. television 
Jewish Telegraphic Agency, 
Novembers 

"No, I do not. Israel is not training 
terrorists to subvert its neighbors:' 

- U.S. Secretary of Defense 
Robert Gates, asked in Bahrain 
whether he believes Israel's 
nuclear program threatens 
Middle East stability 
Jewish Telegraphic Agency, 
December JO 

"Every newborn baby ••. represents 
a potent source of greenhouse gas 
emissions for an average of 80 
years, not simply by breathing but 
by the profligate consumption of 
resources ... :, 

- University of Western Australia 
Associate Professor of Obstetric 
Medicine Barry Walters, 

suggesting in the Medical 
Journal of Australia that parents 
of more than two children 
be subject to a special tax 
News.com.au, December 10 

"a Jewish lobby" 
- what lay behind Nicolas 

Sarkozy's election as president 
of France, according to Algerian 
minister Muhammad-
Cherif Abbas 
The New York Times, December 4 

"I just had to rescue them from 
their original texts" 

- artist/entrepreneur Ken 
Goldman on his creation of 
"Kabbalistic Beasties," plush 
dolls modeled on drawings in 
an ancient Jewish amulet 
The New York Jewish Week, 
November30 

" .•• Is it a further example of your 
acquiescence to the Israelization 
of American culture by attempting 
to pass obscure Yiddish words into 
the mainstream of the American 
language?" 

- Peter Davis, of Laconia, 
New Hampshire in a letter to 
the Concord Monitor, in which 
the English word "kerfuffle" 
(origin Gaelic), in an earlier 
article had been misspelled 
"kafufjle;' published 
November 15 

NATIONAL BROTHERHOOD 
WEEK Dept. 
[There is} a recent tendency in U.N. 
circles to redefine anti-Semitism as 
discrimination against all Shem's 
descendants, except perhaps Jews. 

- Editorial 
The New York Sun, December 17 

TOO MUCH TO BEAR Dept. 
"No tolerance! Execution! 
Kill her, kill her by firing squad! 
She must be killed by the sword!" 

- chants at a rally in Sudan in the 
wake of the arrest of a British 
schoolteacher who, on the rec
ommendation of her class of 
7-year-olds, named a class 
teddy bear Muhammad 
The Weekly Standard, 
December 5 

Not just a cheese, 
a tradition ... 

I 

Haolam, the most trusted na1ne in Cholov Yisroel Kosher Cheese. 
A reputation earned through 25 years of scrupulous devotion to 
quality and kashruth. \Vith 12 delicious varieties. Hao!am, a tradition 
you'll enjoy keeping. 

I 
All Haolam cheese products are made in the C.S.t\. tinder the 

strict rabbinical rnpervision of: Cholov Yisroel I The Rabbinate of K'hal Adath Jeshurun, \Vashington Heights, NY 

i THURM BROS. 
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Our innovative Torah Chizuk throughout 
Eretz Yisroe/ has thus far included: 

•Almost 700 Yeshivos and Kollelim! 
• Over 50,000 participants! 
• Countless millions of hours of true Ameilus 
BaTorah! 
• Founder of the worldwide concept of 
0 Yeshivas Bain Hazmanim 11! 

• Founder of the famous program in five 
countries ''4 Times Chazorah": 5,825 
participants; 133,000 Daf Gemorah reviewed in 
just one Bain Hazmanim (equivalentto 50 
times Shas Gemorah)J! 
•Our famous program "60 Minute Hours 
without Interruption": 495 Yeshivos and 
Kollelim; 13,000 participants; almost 5 million 
hours of uninterrupted Torah learning---all in 
just 8 years!! 
•Written summaries of some I ~.ooo in-depth 
sugyos written by 4,400 Bnei Torah!! 

l'ln i11mi 11inN1 
· •Our Donor's program called "Shas 

B'Mishnayos" (during Bain Hasdorim): 4,700 
sets of Shas B'Mishnayos distributed to 4, 700 
participants from 666 Yeshivos and Kollelim; 
completed over 132,000 Mesechtos which is 
equivalent to 2, 100 times Shas already 
completed! 816 participants already actually 
compl~ted the entire Shas .. ~'Mishnayqs!! 

FRIDAY NIGHT IN YERUSHALAYIMcParshas Besha/ach-our world famous 
Harbotzas Torah organization KEREN NERTOMID-TORAH DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAMS OF JERUSALEM, had a serious office robbery right before a 
major bank deposit from our national pushka campaign was completed 
and with it vanished our network system of seven computers! 

This system has been the base for over 50,000 Bnei Torah learning in our 
programs producing countless millions of hours of true Ameilus Ba Torah. 

We must immediately RELOCATE AND REESTABLISH 
our office in Yerushalayim. 

And with the Ribono Shel Olam's help and guidance 

WE WILL TURN DESTRUCTION 
INTO CONSTRUCTION 

With this D'l'.l\Vn 1r.i ]l'.l'O we will n"t))l proceed to fulfill the longstanding 
pleas of Gedolei Yisroel to broaden our scope of Harbotzas Torah and 
bring our learning programs to Chutz L'aretz as well. 

Join us in this monumental venture of further writing American 

history for the Torah community as we transfer tens of 
thousands of dollars of loss into hundreds of thousands of 
dollars of new Chizuk HaTorah, and GLOBALLY! 

$180,000 
EMERGENCY CAMPAIGN 

Secure your portion and the portion of your families in reaping the 
fruits in this world of much true Amailus BaTorah, while reserving the 

major portion yet to come in Olam Habah ........ 0?1' 1ll' mm im?m. 

$50,000 of the above goal has been promised if the 
balance is matched by Purim Katan, Februrary 20, 2008 

--------~~---------------------
l:IHp!1iil•lj;l~iC@l;t1 $ 7t''Tll%~i~ft"_-, 
Join in Keren Ner Tomid's global expansion ••• and choose wisely: 
U Founder-$50,000 0 Patron-$5,000 
0 Partner-$36,000 ::J Friend-$1,800 
l.:J Pillar-$18,000 :::J Admirer-$613 
.:J Member-$10,000 U Other-$ __ 
As always, any size donation is greatly appreciated. 

All contibutions are Tax deductible 
By credit card: www.~erennertomid.org 
By mail to our USA offl~e: Keren Ner Tom id• 107 E. 2nd St. Lakewoocl,-~,J,Q~_701 
For more information!'.917.449.9520 or 732.370.1575 (may leave messqg-~) 
email: rabbikrohn@kerennertomid.org 
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Meeting 
RABBI 
YERUCHAM 
LEVOVITS 

From the Memoirs of 
Rabbi Shlomo Lorincz 

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 

Rabbi Yerucham Levovitz was born 
in the city Luban in the region 
of Bobroisk, near Minsk, in the 

year 5635/1875. In his youth, he learned 
in a group of bachurim in the town of 
Pohust, near Minsk, and then went on 
to the Slabodka Yeshiva, where he devel
oped close ties to the Alter of Slabodka, 
Rabbi Nasson Tzvi Finkel. 

In 5657/1897, he joined the Yeshiva of 
Kelm, studying under the Alter of Kelm, 
Reb Simcha Zissel Ziv, for eight months. 
He would describe that short period as 
the defining experience of his life. 

After his marriage, Reb Yerucham 
returned to Kelm, where he spent eight 
years, studying the entire Shas and 
ShulchanAruch in depth. Later, he joined 
the Chafetz Chaim's Kadashim Kolle/ in 
Radin, and was eventually appointed 
Mashgiach in the Radin Yeshiva. 

Reb Yerucham was appointed mena
heil ruchani in the Mirrer Yeshiva by 

RABBI LORINCZ REPRESENTED AGUDATH ISRAEI. 

IN THE ISRAELl KNESSET FROM 1951-1948, DURING 

WHICH TIME HE WAS AN INTIMATE OF A NUMBER OF 

Rabbi Eliezer Yuclel Finkel. During 
World War I, he and the yeshiva were 
exiled to the Ukraine. He remained there 
until returning to Lithuania to join his 
family. At the war's end, he traveled to 
Slabodka to bolster theyeshiva, remain
ing there until the Alter of Slabodka 
returned from the Ukraine. 

In 5683/1923, Reb Yerucham returned 
to Mir. That was the beginning of the 
glory days of the Mirrer Yeshiva. The 
finest bachurim flocked to Mir to drink 
from his waters. Reb Yerucham had 
a particularly profound influence on 
bachurim from Western Europe and 
the United States, who began arriving 
in Mir during the decade preceding 
World War II. 

The decree against shechita in Poland 
in 5696/1936 shocked Reb Yerucham 
and weakened his heart. On I 8 Sivan, 
he returned his soul to his Maker. After 
h~s passing, his many rna'amarim were 
compiled in Da'as Chachma U'Mussar 
and Da'as Torah (on Chumash). 

CHAPTER ONE: 

CULTIVATING GREATNESS 

Tern.AH Ll_IMl:"!ARIES OF THE PAST llALF CENTURY. 

T1-1E Ex-rENscvE NoTEs THAT HE KEPT oN THosE 0 n Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan 5696/ 
MEETINGS SERVE AS THf: BASIS OF BEMF.CHl1ZA.SAM 1936, I arrived at the Ivlirrer 
VoL 1. Now AVAILABLE rN ENcusH. Exe ERP-rs wERE Yeshiva from the Pupa Yeshiva 
FEATt:RF.I) 1N THESE PAcEs. THE sEcoNo votuME, in Hungary. I went directly to the rosh 

I FROM WHICH TllE FOL!.{HVING ARTICLE IS TAKEN, h. h Rb El. y d I 

•
! \VAS DRt\WN Ff~OM HIS EARLIER EXPERIENCES. h yes tva, t e great e iezer u e 

Finkel, and discussed divrei Torah with 
I IS AL.SO BElNG TRANSLATED INTO ENGLISH BY MRS. 

yeshiva, he sent me to the mashgiach, 
Reb Yerucham. 

During that first meeting, I had the 
privilege of observing Reb Yerucham's 
method of chinuch. Reb Yerucham spoke 
to me for about half an hour and asked 
me a: number of questions about the 
Hungarian yeshivas. He was particularly 
interested in their derech halirnud and 
yiras Shamayirn. 

In the course of the conversation, 
Reb Yerucham told me that when he 
was vacationing in Marienbad, he had 
gotten to know son1e Hungarian Jews 
and came to the conclusion that the 
Jews of Hungary were outstanding in 
a spiritual sense. He added, "If the stu
dents who came here would be on the 
level of the bachurim in the Hungarian 
yeshivas, I would be more successful in 
building their character and bringing 
them to greatness. Unfortunately, the 
students who come to our yeshivas are 
from tough, simple homes, and I have 
to invest much more effort in order to 
help them progress:' 

After our conversation, Reb Yerucham 
asked me, "VVhat is your plan?" 

I answered that I was planning to take 
a rebbi to learn \Vi th me for two hours a 
day. (It was the accepted practice in the 
yeshiva for foreign students to engage 
older bachurim to learn with them.) 

Reb Yerucham responded, "You 
don't need a rebbi. Why should you 
take one?" 
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the yeshiva's unique derech halimud," I myself realized that Reb Yerucham Yerucham studied each bachur's per-
! said, "and I feel that learning with knew each and every one of the 400 sonality and guided each of his students 
one of the older bachurim will help me students in the yeshiva. I saw how much along the path that would help him 
achieve this goal." effort he invested into every bachur to develop his potential. Why, then, did 

"You don't need a rebbi, and you help him perfect and build his indi- Reb Yerucham accept the Alter's mus-
should not take one," Reb Yerucham vidual character. sar submissively, as a student before 
repeated emphatically. "You should just "When Reb Yerucham spoke in his teacher? It might have been out of 
take chavrusos like everyone else. You public," said Rabbi Dovid Povarsky derech eretz that Reb Yerucham did not 
will be able to achieve your goal inde- (Yishmeru Da'as p. 165), "he imme- argue with his rebbi. In my opinion, 
pendently.'' diately noticed who was listening and however, it was primarily out of his 

I was surprised, and I could not accepting his words - and who was desire to receive chizuk in the method 
understand his adamant opposition. not." that he himself had chosen, and to be 
Even if I did not need a rebbi, and even Reb Yerucham asked, "What is great- sure that this was indeed the correct 
if he was correct that I would not benefit ness?)) He answered, "Serving those who approach. 
from having one, could it possibly be are small." And that was his way. He Reb Yerucham's approach is well doc-
detrimental? carried each of his students in his heart, umented in his writings. He writes that 

Of course, I did not dare to ques- like a parent carries a child. With wis- every person should be an independent 
tion the mashgiach, and I did as he dom, devotion and infinite patience, he human being, bringing to fruition the 
instructed. Only later did I realize what molded the character of each individual, unique capabilities hidden within him, 
he had meant, as I will explain. accompanying every one of them on his and not imitating others. Reb Yerucham 

THE GAZE THAT 

PENETRATED HEARTS 

I told my friends about my discus
sion with Reb Yerucham, and asked 
them how Reb Yerucham could have 

advised a bachurwhom he did not know 
at all; he had met me then for the first 
time and had spoken to me for only a 
short time. I was told, "When you will 
have been here a while, you will realize 
that Reb Yerucham understands every 
person and recognizes each bachur's 
character traits in 1ninimal time." 

The bachurim told me that during 
World War I, Reb Yerucham was away 
fron1 the yeshiva for several years, serv
ing at that ti1ne as menaheil ruchani in 
Slabodka. When be returned to Mir 
in 5683/1923, he found 300 students, 
1nost of whon1 he did not know, since 
they had joined the yeshiva during his 
absence. It took him only three months 
to get to know all of those students. At 
that time, he told those close to him that 
he had already managed to observe the 
positive traits of all of the bachurim, and 
bad observed the negative traits of some 
of them, as well. "Don't be surprised," 
the older bachurim told me, "that Reb 

: Yerucham knew you and was able to 

path of spiritual development until he implanted in his students the realization 
becaine a true ben Torah. that every person can achieve perfection 

<V. ;nNl <nN ?::i ?w lmi <ll:l 1?m and reach greatness if he utilizes his 
mm 'l:l ?w n-n~ 11'1::>':>1 n1101 lVW~W (Rabbi talents fully. He expressed this idea pitb-
Shlomo Wolbe, Ha'adam Bikar). ily with the words, "Just not borrowed 

THE GOAL OF CHINUCH: 

SELF-ACTUALIZATION 

R b Yerucha1n once went to the 
Slabodka Yeshiva for a few weeks 
o visit bis rebbi, the Alter of 

Slobodka. In their first conversation, 
the Alter rebuked him angrily, bis words 
reverberating in the hall of the yeshiva. 
(Rabbi Yaakov Yitzchak Ruderman, later 
rash hayeshiva of Yeshivas Ner Yisrael in 
Baltimore, said that ifhe were to address 
a bachur today the way that the Alter 
spoke to Reb Yerucbam, there would not 
be a single bachur left in bis yeshiva.) 

The Alter continued to rebuke Reb 
Yerucham day after day for almost a 
week. Why? 

The Alter felt that Reb Yerucham 
was so charis1natic that the bachurim 
of the Mirrer Yeshiva turned into his 
"Cossacks," each of them wishing to be 
a carbon copy of Reb Yerucham, rather 
than striving to develop bis own indi
vidual abilities. 

clothing." (Da'as Chachma Umussarvol. 
2, chapter 55) 

On another occasion, he said that a 
person who behaves in a manner not 
suited to bis level is akin to a person 
who wears a cylinder bat (a formal top 
hat worn by prominent individuals) 
while going barefoot ( Yishmeru Da' as, 
by Rabbi Dovid Povarsky, p. 250). 

In Da'as Torah on Bereishis (p. 275), 
Reb Yerucha1n comments on the verse 
in Parashas Vayechi (49,5), "Their weap
onry is a stolen craft": 

Once, while talking to a certain 
person, I observed his motions, and 
I was reminded of another person 
who had the same motions. I asked 
him if he knew that person, and he 
replied, "Certainly, we are like broth
ers .... '' I was astonished ... Now I 
see how a person can have abilities 
that are not his. There are those in 
whom everything is from others; 
he is evolved from others. His every 
gesture is stolen. It is frightening. 

Even those on a very high level 
' 

4 

In truth, Reb Yerucham's approach 
was geared towards helping each student 
develop as an individual. The stories 

[

ise you after speaking to you for 
fan hour." 
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that a person can acquire through 
effort, there is a crown higher than 
all those levels, and that is the secret 
of "I." This is a person's innermost 
self, the tzellem Elokim within the 
person. All types of knowledge are 
naught in comparison to a person's 
innermost self. This is the secret of 
the greatness of man! No matter 
what a person accomplishes and 
acquires through his efforts, he still 
has to work with all his strength to 

reveal and develop his "I." (Da'as 
Torah, Devarim, vol. I, p. 99) 
Obviously, in order for a person 

to realize his potential, he has to be 
aware of both his shortcomings and 
his strengths. In Alei Shur (vol. I, p. 
169), Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe quotes Reb 
Yerucham as saying, "Woe to the person 
who does not recognize his flaws, for 
he does not know what he needs to fix. 
But worse than that is the person who 
does not recognize his strengths, for he 
does not even know what tools he has 

"Torah Integrity in the 

Workplace" and also 

"The Well-Guarded Tongue". 

They're abuzz about the 
September issue on 
''Adults at Rish of 
spiritual oblivion." 

It's not too late to get the current 

October Jewish Observer focusing on 

Shalom Bayis - the challenges, some successful 

approaches, and their rewards ... plus special features, 
current topics, and historical reminiscences from 
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to work with." (Said in the name of Reb 
Yisroel Salanter). 

Reb Yerucham's great student Rabbi 
Dovid Povarsky told my son Reb 
Yitzchak: "Reb Yerucham would occa
sionally visit the city where my parents 
lived and stay there for a while. Once, 
he disclosed to me the reason for his 
visits. His nephews lived in that city, 
and he wished to observe them so that 
he could get to know himself better. By 
studying other branches of the family 
tree, he could better recognize the roots 
from which he originated." 

LEARNING WITHOUT A REBBI 

After I had spent some time in the 
presence of Reb Yerucham and listened 
to his shn1uessen, I understood what 
he had meant when he told me not to 
learn with a rebbi. He did not want me 
to be influenced strongly by others. He 
feared that if I would have a rebbi who 
was one of the outstanding lamdanim 
in the yeshiva, it would affect my "!." 
He preferred that I take the more dif
ficult route and acquire what I needed 
to acquire - both in derech halimud 
and other areas - independently. Reb 
Yerucham, the great mechanech, felt that 
every person, even a person who is not 
blessed with outstanding capabilities, is 
able - and obligated - to develop and 
perfect himself. 

There is a well-known story about 
Rabbi Naftali Amsterdam, who told 
his rebbi, Rabbi Yisrael Salanter, "Had I 
been blessed with the head of the author 
of the Sha'agas Aryei, the heart of the 
author of the Yesod Veshoresh Ha' avoda, 
and the middos of Rebbi, I would be able 
to be a true servant of Hashem." 

Rabbi Yisrael Salanter replied, 
"Naftali, with your head, and with your 
heart, and with your middos, you can be 
a true servant of Hashem." 

In Da'as Chachma Umussar (vol. 2, 
chapter 55), Reb Yerucham explains Reb 
Yisroel's answer as follows: Every person, 
with his own head, heart and middos 
can become a great servant of Hashen1, 
for a person's abilities are in a sn1all way 
a reflection of the Divine within him. 
(Reb Yerucham gave many shmuessen . 

Continued on pag:J61 
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Plaut, Rabbi Mordechai Building 
Jewish Homes: Guidance in Shalom 
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Lorincz), June '07; Brisk: Nothing 
But the Truth, (by Rabbi Shlomo 
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I Meditation on the World We Live 
I In,Apr.'07 
I Salomon, Dr. Yaakov His Hands, 

I
' Dec. '07 
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or Adjective? - The Professor's 
Challenge to Modern Orthodoxy, 
Sept. '07 

FOR REPRINTS OR 
BACK ISSUES, WRITE TO 
THE JEWISH OBSERVER, 
42 BROADWAY, NYC 10004, 
OR CALL 212.797.9000. 

------ -

····- --- - --- ---------, - -------- ________________ ,,____ I 
SUBJECTS 

Agudath Israel of America Torah 
and Politics/Yonoson Rosenblum, 
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Nov. '07; Prolonging Life in the 
Shadow of Death/Yaacov Schwartz 
& Toby Weiss, Nov. '07 

Biogs Biogs: 1ransgressing a Major 
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Rabbi Moshe Shmuel Shapira 7"'1!, Lorincz, prepared for publication 
An Appreciation/Rabbi Moshe Zev byYonoson Rosenblum, June '07; 
Katzenstein, Jan.-Feb. '07 Brisk: Nothing But the Truth/ 

Shidduchim Shidduchim: Making Rabbi Shlomo Lorincz, prepared 
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6U:b (.,. ·~1· '···· ~'';)!; : i': ,,~:~:1/ 
•••1ea.1111 ... · ~ 
"':!ieD.ced sila<tch.a:D ·. · 

for all age groups " 
347.702.9494 ' 

A "11111st hai•e" set af Dating Curds/flf sillgle~·, 
me11/11rs, muti:hmuker.~. derzy u11d eve11 pare11t.~! 

LEARN: 

\II/hat to Ask 
·How to Ask 
·How to Evaluate, 
and 

Finkehnan, Oct. '07; Partners in 
Learning ... Chazara ... and Life/ 
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I ' 
I on this topic, Tzimtzum Hashechina.) Reb Yerucham replied, "You founded and these are the tefillin that my : 
I "A person should know that he has twenty yeshivas in one year; J have been grandfather left me from them.' I 
i everything within him. He should draw working ten years to build one yeshiva, "Had someone come and declared . 

I 
a circle around himself and should know and I have not yet finished." (Hazericha that he himself was revived by I 
that this is the secret of success." Befa'asei Kedem) Yechezkeil, that would have been I 

I Seventy years after I learned in the Reb Yerucham devoted a significant a far more compelling proof than I 
I yeshiva, I believe that if I have sue- amount of his time in the yeshiva to stu- the tefillin that Rabbi Yehuda hen I 
II ceeded, with Hashem's help, to develop dents from Western countries, primarily Beseira received from his ancestors ! 

my"!" somewhat, it is due to the influ- the United States and Germany. The who were revived. I can say about I 
/ encReeobf !eerbucY.hearmuchwaomu.ld show each of German

1 
studed~ts werde highly educate

11
d my~elfdthbat I am one ofhthe deahd 'I 

I r1 in secu ar stu ies, an were sp1r1tua y revive y our master t e mas - 1 

I his students the positive and unique deficient as a result. The American stu- giach:' (Adam Bikar) I 
I aspects of that student's character. Once, dents were adversely affected by materi- I 
.
1 

Reb Yerucham approached my friend alism. Reb Yerucham used to say, "The I 

I 
Rabbi Simcha Kaplan and told him, "I students from Germany are lacking in I 

, have 150 roshei yeshivas in my yeshiva, 'You shall not stray after your hearts,' I 

I
I but rabbanim who can pasken in all areas while those from America are lacking in I 

I 
of Torah -that J do not have. I see that 'You shall not stray after your eyes:" I 

I you are suited to be a rav and a dayan." Despite the great difficulty involved, I 
, Reb Yerucham's words were prophetic. Reb Yerucham took upon himself the I 
I Reb Simcha later served as the rav of responsibility of developing these 
I the city of Tzefas. bachurim. He created a special shiur I . I I Reb Yerucham once came to the real- for them in Chumash with Rashi, in , 
I ization that years earlier he had made addition to the private shmuessen he 

1

1 

I the mistake of not fully appreciating one gave them whenever necessary 
! of his students. Reb Yerucham said then Rabbi Dovid Povarsky recalis, "!was I 
I hthadt had he befen yoLhmger, he wo~ld havhe ohnce at the heahling bbaths in Riga at . 

'
I a to resign rom is position 10r sue t e same time t at Re Yerucham was I 

a mistake. He added that if the Alter of there. My roommate was from a wealthy 
f Slabodka would have heard about this family, and had spent a number of years 

1

. 

I 
mistake, he would have reprimanded pursuing secular studies. Reb Yerucham .

1 him harshly for it. drew him close and spoke to him at 
· length, but every time I would enter I 
I "REVIVAL OF THE DEAD" the room when the two were speaking, I 
I · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · Reb Yerucham would stop talking and I 
I lliYeruchamgaveeachindividuaJ wait until I left. He was afraid that I was I 
I udent a unique chinuch tailor- offended by this, and he therefore pla- I 
I ade to his needs. For instance, cated me by saying, "You don't need to I 
1
1 

he gave special treatment to a group of hear what I am telling him. My discus- I 
Chassidic bachurim from Warsaw and sions with him are only for the purpose 
Lodz, giving them a chinuch different of removing from his heart that which 
from that which he gave to students he absorbed during his studies in the 
from other places. He also gave special Gymnasium:' ( Yishmeru Da'as p. 244) 
attention to students of average ability, When asked how he had become 
according to their needs. such an ardent Chassid of Reh 

During World War I, Reb Yerucham Yerucham, one student replied, 
met the Alter of Novaradok, who was "With regard to the dead people 
working feverishly to establish a net- revived by Yechezkeil, there is a dis-
work of Beis Yosefyeshivos throughout agreement among Chazal whether 
Russia and Poland. The Alter told Reb the people actually rose from their 
Yerucham that in the past year alone, graves and sang shira or if the story I 
he had founded twenty yeshivos, and was merely a parable. The Gemara 
he inquired, "And what has our master (Sanhedrin 92) states that Rabbi · 
done in that year?" Yehuda hen Beseira got up and said, I 

'I am a descendant of those people, 
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The following story is related in 
Adam Bikar as well: 

A new student arrived from the 
West. On his first evening in Mir, 
he visited the home of someone 
who came from the same country as 
he. The host, who had an academic 
degree, asked his guest, "How old do 
you think I am?" 

The guest told him what he 
thought, and to his surprise, his 
host responded, "I am two-and-a
half years old now. The day I met 
the mashgiach, I became a new 
person, and that was two-and-a-half 
years ago." 
Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe, one of Reb 

Yerucham's outstanding students, writes 
in his introduction to Alei Shwc 

"When this author was young, a 
storm wind brought him into the 
presence of a giant of a man, our 
master, the light of our eyes, whose 
words revived the dead, our teacher, 
Rabbi Yerucham Halevi in the holy 
Mirrer Yeshiva. He [the author] 
was small, and small he remained, 
never meriting to enter the category 
of Reb Yerucham's students, those 
great men. Nevertheless, he, too, was 
transformed into a different person. 
For a few years, he merited seeing 
and hearing our master, until he 
ascended to Heaven, and for a few 
more years, he merited being drawn 
close by the greatest of his students, 
until the storm wind came again and 
dispatched him to a distant land. 
From that day until today, he has 
not stopped seeking ways to recre
ate in himself the exalted feelings of 
awe, joy and enthusiasm of holiness 
that were aroused in his heart in the 
presence of our master and his great 
students." 

CHUMASH WITH RASH! 

A
s mentioned, Reb Yerucham gave 
a special shiur in Chumash with 
Rashi for foreign bachurim who 

come to learn in the Mirrer Yeshiva after 
pursuing secular education. 

He explained that ideally, it would 
be appropriate for all of the stu
dents of the yeshiva to study Chumash 
with Rashi. This was the practice in 
Volozhin from the days of its founder, 
Reb Chaim Volozhiner. Reb Yerucham 
explained that by learning Chumash 
with Rashi, a person can acquire all 
of the foundations of emuna. Since 
ancient times, Jewish youth studied 
Chumash with Rashi over and over 
again, but the need was more pro
nounced in foreign bachurim who 
came to yeshiva after acquiring secular 
education and were still lacking the 
foundations of emuna. 

In these shiurim- which later formed 
the basis for the six volumes of Da'as 
Torah - Reb Yerucham shed new light 
on the Chumash. He showed how it is 
possible to glean practical lessons for 
living from every word in the Torah. 
"In all of Pardeis [the four levels of 
understanding the Torah], there is not 
one bit of knowledge for the sake of 
knowledge alone;' he would say. "There 
are only instructions to teach people 
how to merit eternal life." 

Reb Yerucham added that a per
son who applies himself regularly to 
the study of Chumash with Rashi will 
acquire great spiritual wealth. IJ;J 
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