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Since 1848, the quality of Herzog Wines has been appreciated by royalty
as well as those who aspive to it Locared in its new, state-of-the-art winery
in Oxnard, California, the Herzog family produces 2 wide range of wines
combining Old World value and New World rechnology. The “Royal”

wines of Baron Herzog win awards and accolades the world over, from

connoisseurs as well as those looking fora great kosher wine. -

8 GENERATIONS IN EVERY DOTT

@P Produced ar Herzog Wine Cellars + Oxnard, California US AL+ wwwherzogwinecellars.com
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" “There are, of course, points of con-
tact between the National Religious
and Chareidi worlds Many families
can claim cousins and even siblings
in both worlds. During the Simchas
Beis Hasho'eva celebrations in Toldos
Aharon and at the Mosad HaRav Kook
book fare, kippot serugot and black hats
mingle easily. There are prominent
figures in the Chareidi world who have
large followings in the national religious
comrmunity, and even one who regularly
gives shiurim in a hesder yeshiva,

Yet, for the most part, the two reli-
gious communities remain quite dis-
tinct. The demonstrations that attract
Chareidim generally do not attract
the national religious, and vice versa.
Recent discussions about unifying the
right-wing religious bloc before the next
elections did not include the Chareidi

RABB1 ROSENBLUM, WHO LIVES 1N JERUSALEM, 18
A CONTRIBUTING EDITOR 10 THE JEWISH OBSERVER,
HE 18 ALSO IMRECTOR OF THE ISRAELI DIVISION OF
AM ECHAD, THE AGUDATH [SRAE1-INSPIRED EDUCA-
TIONAL OUTREACH EFFORT ANI) MEDIA RESOURCE.

part:es, nor chd it occur t() anyone that

they might.

Points of tension between the two
worlds are abundant. More than twenty
years ago, the national religious educa-
tional system purged Chareidi teachers.
Once, the Chief Rabbinate was viewed
as the almost exclusive province of the
national religious world. Today, it is
more frequently (and exaggeratedly)
described as Charetdi-controlled.

THE PivoTaL POINT:
THE STATE

P I I A e L L

he fundamental division between

the two worlds remains theologi-

cal, and focuses on the question:
What is the significance of the creation
of the State of Israel? Is it reishit tzmichat
genlateinu — the first flowering of the
Redemption — or theologically indeter-
minate? The different answers to that
question, it turns out, have profound
implications even for the interpretation
of the most basic mitzvos.

In June, for example, Rabbi Avichai
Ronsky, the Chief Rabbi of the Israel
Defense Forces, accompanied troops on
a Shabbos mission in Gaza, In response
to criticism of his actions (some of
it from within the national religious
world itself), Rabbi Ronsky replied
with an analogy. He likened himself to
the kohein meshuach milchama, who
accompanied Jewish troops into battle.
He did not defend his presence in terms
of pikuach nefesh — IDF missions, after
all, are routinely conducted without the
presence of arabbi — but solely in terms
of his ability to lift the spirits of the
troops so that they would fight better.

Rabbi Ronsky’s ready analogy of
the IDF to the armies of Yehoshua and
Dovid Hamelech and himself to the
kohein meshuach milchama reflects a
traditional national religious cast of
mind, which tends to view the modern
State of Israel as a renewed Jewish king-
dom. It is safe to say that the analogy
between the chief rabbi of the IDF and
the kohein meshuach milchama is not
one that would have occurred to any
Chareidi poseik.




':”R*lbbmates ritonopoly aver | man 1age
~ ‘Wwas important from the point of view

of national religious ideology because. |

the Chief Rabbinate’s exclusive author-
ity buttressed the claim that Israel is a
“Jewish State.”

In the same vein, Rabb: Goren zmd
officials at Yeshiva University tried to
convince the Reform and Conservative
movements to stop pressing for rec-
ognition of Reform and Conservative
converts in Israel in the fate ‘80s. They
proposed instead a system of joint con-
version panels. Under the proposal, the
Reform and Conservative movements
could recommend candidates to a panel
made up of Reform, Conservative, and
Orthodox representatives. But the actual
conversion would be overseen by an
Orthodox beis din.

Obviousty, the only incentive for the
heterodox movements to accept the
proposal was the assurance that their
candidates would be accepted and con-
verted. But that could only take place if
the beis din made no attempt to ascer-
tain whether the heterodox candidates
intended to become shomrei mitzvos.
Again, ideological considerations were
at play: Official state recognition of het-
erodox converts would have undercut
the national religious view of Israel as
the first stage towards the realization of
a “Torah state.”

Chief Rabbi Goren, in any event,
claimed that kabbalas ol mirzvos is not

During the past five and a half years,
families that made weddings conforming
to the Guidelines, saved many thousands
of dollars in unnecessary expenses.

The Guidelines reduce stress and anxiety,
and enable baalei simcha to enjoy the
spirit of the wedding, rather than being
focused on the excess trimmings.

s The menu for the seuda is
limited to 3 courses followed by a
regular dessert.

* No Viennese table and no bar.

-----------------------------

* The Vort celebration is to be
discontinued. The L'chaim (held at
the time that the engagement is
announced} should aiso not turn

into a Vort. THE MUSIC
THE WEDDING + A band may consist of a maximum
"""""""""""""""" of 5 musicians (one of the musicians

* For typical families, only 400 _ '
invited guests may be seated at the | May act as a vocalist) or four musi-
cians and one additional vocalist.

chassuna seuda. (The Guidelines
make provision for exceptional « A one-man band is recom-
mended.

circumstances ~ see full text.)
* The kabhbolas panim smorgas-
FLOWERS & CHUPA DECOR

bord should be limited to basic
cakes, fruit platters, a modest buf- | * The total cost of these items for
the entire wedding should not

fet, and the caterer’s standard
chicken or meat hot dishes. | exceed $1,800.

FOR THE FULL VERSION OF THE SIMCHA GUIDELINES
WITH ITS RABBINICAL ENDORSEMENTS

AND THE ACCOMPANYING KOL KOREH,
please call 212.612.2300
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s heated as the conversion
issue has always been, it
became vastly more so after

the immigration to Israel which
began in 1990 of between 300,000
and 500,000 non-Jews from the for-
mer Soviet Union, The sudden influx
of such a huge number of non-Jews
again damaged the vision of Israel
as a Jewish State, and was thus a
challenge to both national religious
and even secular Zionist ideology.
Even apart from ideological con-
siderations, that mass immigration
threatened to undermine perhaps
the last remaining base of national
unity — shared Jewish identity.

Both the Ziconist establishment and
a large swath of the national religious
world viewed the mass conversion of
tens of thousands of non-Jews from
the FSU as a high national priority.
Jerusalem Post religion reporter Matthew
Wagner wrote, “Religious Zionists see
mass conversion of tens of thousand of
non-Jewish immigrants from the former
Soviet Union as important in fostering
national and cultural unity.”

The Chareidi world also views the
influx of up to half a million non-Jews

V151tmg Israel? Need "ﬁanspon?
e CHHOOSE —

Menashe Sopher’s

Airport & Limousine Service

Celebrating 12 years of unbeatable service!
QUR FFTICIENT ENGLISH-SPEAKING OFFICE STATFF,
FULIY-LICENSED, INSURED & AIR-CONDITIONED VANS,
DRIVEN BY JEWISH, POLITE DRIVERS,

ARE FAILOR-MADE FOR ALL OCCASIONS
1.718.360.5083
or 972.2.533.3425

sales@msopherairport.com  §&
www.msopherairport.com

In Israel: 02- 533-3425

n -hort there is no rabbinical -fany dust that can be
S pon tens of thousands of non-Jews to turn
: them into Jews. For this stance, the Chareidi world

" has been pilloried by religious Zionists for being
oblivious to the needs of the larger Israeli society
and concerned only with its own narrow self-interest.

to Israel as a major threat to Israel
But it is not a threat that is within
the power of the rabbis to solve. The
miracle of a non-Jew accepting upon
himself or herself the yoke of mitzvos
cannot be mass-produced or subject
to numerical quotas. The halachic
criteria for geirus cannot be altered -
and in the process, the very definition
of what it means to be a Jew watered
down — in order to solve social prob-
lems, no matter how pressing.

In short, there is no rabbinical fairy
dust that can be sprinkled upon tens
of thousands of non-Jews to turn them
into Jews. For this stance, the Chareidi
world has been pilioried by religious
Zionists for being oblivious to the
needs of the larger Israeli society and
concerned only with its own narrow
self-interest,

Prime Minister Ariel Sharon made
the shortening and easing of the conver-
sion process a centerpiece of national
policy from 2003 on, and in pursuit of
that goat left the Chareidi parties out of
his governing coalition. In September
2003, he announced the creation of a
new Conversion Authority, which would
be located in the Prime Minister’s Office,
not the Chief Rabbinate, and would be
headed by Rabbi Chaim Druckman, a
former National Religious Party Knesset
member and head of a hesder veshiva.

Sharon gave the Conversion Authority
the specific mandate to increase the
number of conversions annually. Around
the same time, the Prime Minister called
for a separate conversion fast track in the
army. The Jewish Agency also set up a
four-week conversion course in Eastern
Europe for immigrants before they
arrived in Israel. Finally, government-
funded joint conversion institutes, with
teachers from the heterodox movemnents
as well, were created.

All these initiatives had as their
explicit goal a dramatic increase in the
number of converts, and all depended
for their success on the active support
of national religious rabbis. But equally
obviously, the requirement of kaballas ol
mitzves would have to be fudged some-
how for the quotas to be met - either by
the beis din denying that the acceptance
of the yoke of mitzvos is a requirement
for conversion or by contenting itself
with a pro forma declaration of intent
by the would-be convert. If the national
religious world believes that it is possible
to bring tens of thousands of non-Jews
to full kaballas ol mitzvosin short order,
it would have to explain why it has been
able to produce only a few hundred
ba'alet teshuva over the past twenty years
from among those born Jewish.

No CONVERSION,
No GET NEEDED

he depth of the division between

the Chareidi and national reli-

gious worlds over conversion
was brought into sharp relief in May
when the Beis Din Hagadol of the
Chief Rabbinate upheld the ruling of
an Ashdod beis din that a particular
woman did not need a ger because she
had never properly converted.

The woman in question had been
converted by a bess din headed by Rabbi
Chaimy Druckman, the current head
of the National Conversion Authority.
Rabbi Avraham Sherman, writing
the majority opinion of the Beis Din
Hagadel, upheld the conclusion of the
Ashdod beis din on the grounds that
there had been no sincere kaballas ol
mitzyves on the part of the woman in
question.

But he did not stop there. Rabbi
Sherman also upheld the earlier beis




din’s conclusion that Rabbi Druckman
is not fit 1o sit on a beis din in cases
of geirus. He did so on the basis of an
extensive pattern of Rabbi Druckman’s
converts not becotning shomrei mitzvos.
That pattern, Rabbi Sherman concluded,
established that the batei din headed by
Rabbi Druckman had made insufficient
efforts to ascertain that the candidates
intended to become shomrei mitvos.
That is also known to be the opinion
of the poseik hador, Rabbi Yosef Shalom
Elyashiv,

Rabbi Sherman conciuded that the
dayanini on those batei din were in
violation of the Torah prohibition of
lifned iveir (putting a stumbling block
before a person “blind” to a situation)
by converting those whom it had made
inadequate efforts to ascertain if they
were sincere in their kaballas ol mitzvos—
lifnei iveir both with respect to the ger
himself and with respect to the larger
Jewish kehilla into which he would be
entering as a Jew.

The repeated violations of lifuci iveir,
particularly in their work as dayanim,
rendered them unfit dayanin, accord-
ing to Rabbi Sherman. He further cited
uncontroverted evidence that Rabbi
Druckman had signed certificates of
conversion attesting to his presence at
geiruyim abroad when he was in fact in
Israel. Rabbi Sherman's ruling effectively
cast a shadow over hundreds of geirim
converted in geiruyim supervised by
Rabbi Druckman, at least some of whom
are shomrei mtzvos.

Rabbi Sherman did not write that
Rabbi Druckman was a bad person
or ill-intentioned — just misguided.
Indeed, the strongest argument that
he could marshal for upholding Rabbi
Druckman’s conversions —~ albeit one
that he ultimately rejected - was:
“Because the batei din think that they
are doing a mitzvah, and that they have
mterpreted the Shulchan Aruchand the
poskint better than all the gedolim and
poskint of the generation, and perhaps
they believe that they have the power
to uproot a positive commandment
from the Torah when there is a great
need, and their error rests on the fact
that they saw rabbis from the previous

'i " generation acting with hefkeirus in the |

matter [probably a reference to Rabbi
Goren—ed.] ..., therefore they are inad-
vertent sinners and they do not have the
status of a beis din pasul”

Just how great the tensions created
by the p'sak of the Beis Din Hagadol are
of the Chief Rabbinate was evident at
a conference at Mosad Harav Kook in
the first week of Av. Rabbi Sherman was
scheduled to speak on the responsibility
of the beis dir in the geirus process. But

‘. before he could even begin, supporters

It feels better just to talk about it. That's
why we're here. Qur staff is made up of
caring and sensitive individuals. Together,
we can help you explore your options. We
can refer you to recognized professionals
for counseling, fegal advice or help in
finding a safe environment, We can also
put you in touch with some very special
Rabhbis. But in order for us to reach out to
you, you must first reach out to us.

Confidential Hotline

Do it for yourself.

Do it for your children.

of Rabbi Druckman were on their feet
shouting and unfurling banners.

Eventually a temporary calm was
restored, and Rabbi Sherman spoke.
Sensing the tension in the air, I left at
that point, But Ha'aretz reported that a
brawl subsequently broke out.

On the way home, I passed by Mercaz
HaRav, just a few hundred yards down
the road. Rarely had the brief flicker of
feelings of closeness after the terrible
tragedy there just a few months earler
seemed further away. o)
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{(Toll Free)

718.337.3700

(INYC Area)

Shalom Task Force is a 331(c}{(3) charitabie organization
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onceived by the rabbi of a
Conservasive congregation, and
now endorsed by that move-
ment’s rabbinic arm, the Hekhsher’s

promoters insist that it is not really a

hekhsher, or kashrus certification, at all.
It is, ragher, an “enhancement” of such
certification, an indication that a kosher

product was also “made in compliance
with a set of social justice criteria”
Needless to say, a kashrus certifier
certainly has a right, and in many cases,
a responsibility, to ensure that a food
producing company or food service
establishment seeking its certification
hew not only to the laws of kashrus,
but to other requirements of halacha.
Thus, a bakery that is open on Shabbos,
a slaughterhouse that viclates the dic-
tates of tza'ar ba'alei chayim, or a res-
taurant where tzemius is lacking would
all be rightfully subject to a machshir’s

RaBB] SHAFRAN SERVES AS AGUDATH ISRAEL OF
AMERICAS DIRECTOR OF PLBLIC AFFAIRS AND AS THE
AMERICAN DIRECTOR OF AM ECHA®L, YHE AGUDATH
[SRAEL-INSPIRED EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH EFFORT
AND MEDIA RESOURCE.

10

According to Chazal (Nedarim, 40a), ideas that on
the surface seem entirely constructive can in truth
be quite the opposite. A contemporary case

in point is the effort calling itself “Hekhsher
Tzedek,” or “Justice Certification.”

insistence that the business bring itseif
within the bounds of halacha.

And, of course, there are “social jus-
tice” issues, too, like the forbiddance of
an employer to withhold workers’ wages,
that are of no less concern to halacha.
Tellingly, though, only that category of
extra- kashrus concerns, and animal wel-

fare, seem of interest to the purveyors of |

the planned “Hekhsher Tzedek.”

BRAVE NEW “JUST AND
SUSTAINABLE WORLD”

----- P R R

ore telling still is that even in

the realm of “social justice,”

the advocates of the proposed
non-heksher hekhsher seek less to ensure
compliance with halacha than to sup-
plant it with a broader social agenda of
their own choosing.

Which explains why those advocates
tarned to a “social research” firm, KLS
Research and Analvtics — whose self-
described mission is to effect “greater
corporate accountability and, ultimately,
a more just and sustainable world” - to
create the document setting down the

. conditions for awarding the “Hekhsher
I Tzedek.”

The resulting seven pages lay down
a “strict set of standards” relating to
“Wages and Benefits; Employee Health
and Safety/Relations/Training; Product
Development; Corporate Transparency
land Integrity; and Environmental
Impact” Evaluation of companies, it
explains, will be based on data collected
| from, among other sources, “govern-
: mental agencies, non-governmental
organizations, and the media.”
i “Non-governmental organizations”
would conceivably include groups like
“People for the Fthical Treatment of
Animals,” or PETA; and “the media” —
well, we all know what sort of exemplars of
responsibility that word encompasses.

UNINTENDED
CONSEQUENCES AND
MISCHIEF MAKING

P e e R LS

e American Jews are fortunate
to live in a malchus that is not
only one of chessed, but of
laws. And among those laws are more
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than a few that govern many of the
areas into which the “Hekhsher Tzedek”
seeks to insinuate itself. Federal and state
labor regulations cover wages, safety,
animal welfare, employees’ rights, and
much else. There are, moreover, secular
laws covering areas that halacha may
not explicitly address, In those cases,
the principle of dina demalchusa dina
requires Jews to respect the temporal
faw, and its violation perforce consti-
tutes a violation of halacha,

Thus, faws, halacha and otherwise,
are already in place to ensure proper
treatment of workers, consumers, ani-
mals and the environment, and ignor-
ing any of them renders a company
subject to punitive action by federal
and state agencies. To the extent that
an envisioned new “badge of approval”
simply reiterates those requirements,
it is superfluous. And where it aims
to go further, beyond halachic and/
or governmental strictures, it over-
reaches, and can serve only to make
mischief.

The proposed “ethical” certifica-
tion, in fact, would require or favor
{and, puzzlingly, only for producers
of kosher food, not any other busi-
nesses) things that the law does not
require, like an unspecified number
of paid vacation days, pension plans,
“positive relations with unions,” “pro-
active efforts to have a diverse work-
force,” non-mandatory environmental
management systems, and much else.
However nice those things may sound,
they have no place as the subjects of
even a quasi-hechsher. What is more,
their Implementation— with com-
panies paying not only for the new
requirements but for the new certifica-
tion itself — would raise already high
prices for kosher food, driving some
consumers away from kosher food, and
likely putting companies out of busi-
ness {(and their employees, of course,
out of work) — see opening paragraph.
And one may ask if conservative syna-
gogues and organizations maintain
these standards of “kashrus” for their
own menial emplovees.

THE PLOT THICKENS

L e L
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inally, according to the document,
“essential” for any company seek-
ing to qualify for the "Hekhsher
Tzedek” will be its “willingness to enter
into dialogue with the United Synagogue
of Conservative Judaism (USC]), the
Rabbinical Assembly (RA), and their
partners.”
Those, of course, would be the con-
gregational and rabbinic groups, respec-

tively, of the Jewish movement that has,
through its creative “halachic process,”
effectively erased entire pesukim from
the Torah, and led the vast majority of
its synagogues’ members — our precious
Jewish brothers and sisters — to abandon
entire portions of the Shulchan Aruch
with “rabbinic approval.”

And that is the movement now pre-
senting itself as the arbiter of a “higher
standard” for companies producing or
selling kosher food.
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Even in the realm of “social justice,”
the advocates of the proposed
non-hekhsher hekhsher seek less to
ensure compliance with halacha than
to supplant it with a broader social
agenda of their own choosing.

Here, of course, lies the key to the
matter. Only a naif could miss the
real motivation for the Conservative

movenent s recent front-burnering of |

its Justice Certification. It is a bald
attempt to portray itself as something
other than dwindling and desperate. The
movernent s loss of members over past
years and its embarrassing jettisoning
of yet another passuk of late (this most
recent one sacrificed to contemporary
society’s increasing approval of “alter-
nate lifestyles”) have left it with a well
deserved intensified identity crisis.

As Gary Rosenblatt, the editor of |

the New York Jewish Week, politely
put it “This is just the kind of moral
issue that could inspire and reinvigo-
rate Conservative Jewry, which has lost
members and been divided internally
for the last few years ...

Whether the project has the ability,
despite all else, to inspire and invigo-
rate the Conservative movement Iis
uncertain, to put it gently. What is clear,
though, is that the movement sensed,
and seized, a golden opportunity cre-
ated by the media’s relentless assault on
Agriprocessors, the embattled kosher
slaughterhouse and meatpacker based
in Postville, {owa.

BrLooD IN THE WATER

--------------------------------

he Conservative rabbi who con-
I ceived of the ethical “enhance-
ment” of kashrus was inspired
by a report in the Forward in 2006 that
portrayed the Agriprocessors plant as
rife with harassment, abuse and brib-
ery. Although after his own visit to
the plant, the rabbi admitted to The
New York Times that “We weren't able
to verify everything” that the Forward
had reported, he insisted that he had
discovered “indignities.” He cited lower
wages than those offered by unionized
meatpacking plants, safety training only
in English, and a single-option health
care plan for $50 a week per family.

Although the “abuse” seemed
something less than truly abusive, the
sharks, so to speak, smelled blood in
the water. Before long, the Conservative
rabbinic arm endorsed the “Justice
Certification.”

Then, this past May, Agriprocessors
was the subject of an [mmigration
and Customs Enforcement raid dur-
ing which hundreds of illegal immi-
grant workers were arrested. Some of
those in custody leveled accusations
of mistreatment of workers, and the
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lowa Labor Commisstoner charged that
the company had violated child labor
laws. Agriprocessors vociferously denied
knowingly employing any minor, and
pointed out that it had terminated
four underage employees in 2007 who,
it was determined, had submitted false
documentation. And when the lowa
Labor Commissioner’s Office told the
company that it knew of other under-
age workers at the plant, Agriprocessors
requested that the workers be identified
so that their employment could be ter-
minated, but the Commissioner’s Office
refused to do so.

Coming, though, after Agriprocessors
was accused by PETA in 2004 of cruelty
to animals (a post-shechita practice that
was discontinued after objections to it
were raised) and the Forward story, the
raid set the media - and interested oth-
ers — to salivating. In mere weeks, the
“strict set of standards” document was
publicly issued.

THE BoTrTOoM LINE

--------------------------------

t least to the degree to which it
Amight stimnulate the Conservative

laity to focus on actual kashrus,
we might take some heart in all the
publicity that the “Hekhsher Tzedek”
has garnered. Few consumers already
dedicated to kashrus, though, will be
impressed with the proposed seal of
Conservative “Justice Certification”
approval; they will recognize it as neither
a certification nor just. They know that
halacha standards are already of concern
to kashrus certifiers, and that any
“enhancement” of kashrus - in particu-
lar, at the hands of a Jewish movement
that has shown little respect for even
clear and established halacha itself
represents not a raising of Jewish stan-
dards, but rather, a reaching for some
semblance of a Jewish high ground, a
cynical attempt to stake a claim in a
realm until now uncharted by its new
intrepid explorers. It is not inconceiv-
able that the “Hekhsher Tzedek” seal,
should it ever come to appear on a
product, might even serve to repel con-
sumers - at least those who recognize
it for what it isp’t, and what itis, @
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ELUL: PREPARING FOR A NEW START

RABBI AARON M. BRAFMAN

ONTEMPORARY SOCIETY is changing so rapidly that there is a

generation gap almost every two years. Technological gadgetry

is produced so fast that when one finally figures out how to use
the latest phone or MP3 player, it is on the verge of obsolescence.

14

This has created a situation where one of the greatest
deterrents to sin has practically disappeared. The Gemara in
Berachos 28b relates the following story.

When the Tanna, Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakai, was on his
deathbed, his talmidim came to visit him. They said to him,
“Rabbi, bless us.” (In other words, give us instructions to
live by.) He said to them, “May it be His will that your fear
of Heaven should be as [profound as] your fear of people.”
Surprised, his falmidim said to him: “That’s all?!” To which
he responded, “When a person (commits a sin), he says to
himself, I hope nobody sees me ...

That great deterrent is no longer here. The advent of the

Internet, cell phones, iPods, iPhones, etc. has made it pos- °

sible for one to see and do in privacy what was almost
unimaginable years ago. Thus, one of the major defenses
has disappeared.

Another deterrent that is not as powerful as it shouid
be, or used to be, is the external shemira of tzitzis or
Chassidic garb. When we were growing up, wearing our
tzitzis out was a statement that we were different. It was
like a fence around ourselves because it was something
we had to live up to. Or if one decided to wear a black
hat and a long jacket, it meant a certain commit-
ment. Both are no longer the same. Today, one can
see teenagers with their tzitzis flying, hanging out
in unsavory places and acting unlike bnei Torah.
Tragically, one can see Chassidic-looking Jews in
places where they would have been ashamed to
be seen years ago.

Another loss — the proliferation of frum
neighborhoods, glatr Kosher eateries, and stan-
dardization of learmning and kollelim means

RABBI BRAFMAN, A FREQUENT CONTRIBUTGR 70 THESE
PAGES, 1§ MENAMEIL OF YESHIVA DERECH AYson IN Far
ROCKAWAY, NY.

that we need not develop an ability to withstand nisyonos. Just
as in the physical body — when one does not use his muscles,
they lose their strength and may atrophy - so, too, in our
spiritual being. When we do not ever need to learn how to say
No to anything, our willpower gets weakened. Years ago, we
could not eat everything or go everywhere, and we developed
the strength to say No to the yeitzer hara. Being a frum Jew
required a degree of sesiras nefesh and a willingness to be
derided as a fanatic.

While the growth of Orthodox life is a beracha, it has its
drawbacks in terms of individual growth. Every type of nosh,
every type of food is available with a good hechsheir. Kosher
food is available to the frum traveler in every vacation area in
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Europe, but the rest of the atmosphere !

may not be kosher at all. We must
have Pepsi and Coke for Pesach, and
non-gebroks pizza rolls that look like
chameitz, because we cannot say No to
our desires, even for eight days!

Is it any wonder, then, that teenagers
who have been raised all their life get-
ting everything they want can easily fall
at the first real-life nisayon? If we don't
develop internal strength in adolescents
and adults, we are shortchanging not
only them, but the entire community.

EMPHASIS ON
SELF-INDULGENCE

--------------------------------

ow can we be shocked at what
has happened to many teen-
agers when all they see in the

adult world is a hedonistic lifestyle,
when there are so many enticing ads
using the words “luxury” and “elegant,”
when all the Chinese auctions entice
people to plunk down their money to
win a fuxurious mink, trips to exoftic
travel destinations, and a host of other
luxury items.

Lest one think this does not have a
corrosive, destructive effect, listen to
what the Gra on Mishlei (quoted in
Evven Sheleima) writes: “All sins come
from chemda (desire). ‘Lo sachmod —
Do not desire or covet’ {one of the Ten
Commandments) encompasses ali of
the commandments.” Histapkus—being
satisfied with what one has — is the
foundation of all of Torah.

He also writes {Evven Sheleima
22:11):

“The way of the yeitzer hara s to
entice one to learn, yet also to seek to
fulfill his desires, because if he tries
to stop him from learning altogether,
he would not listen to him. But as
a person gets used to indulging his
physical pleasures, he will eventu-
ally stop learning on his own, for he
will be too occupied with pursuit of
fulfilling life’s pleasures. The yeitzer
hara will convince him that to stop
fulfilling his desires would be harm-
ful to his health, and eventually he
will stop learning altogether.”

Is it any wonder
that teenagers who
have been raised
all their life getting
everything they want
can easily fall at the
first real-life nisayon?
If we don’t develop
internal strength
in adolescents
and adults, we are
shortchanging not
only them, but the
entire community.

This sort of self indulgence perme-
ates every area of life, Jt is not just that
such enticements slowly wean a person
away from learning. Inability to restrain
desires for comfort, luxury, and “things”

leads to refusal to give in to others or

even tolerate differences of opinion.
This is the underlying cause of most
marital discord, and, all too often, mari-
tal breakup, with bitter battling between
people who not so very long ago stood
under the chupa bathed in smiles, love,
and optimism. And the biggest losers
are the children.

So many young couples” divorc-
es, which are on the increase, broken
engagements, and huge numbers of
older singles are a result of a lack of mid-
dos in the areas of ka'as (anger), ga'ava
(arrogance}, histapkus; or the unwilling-
ness to be (in the words of Rabbi Dessler,
o731) a “giver” rather than a “taker” I
have seen this deterioration of middosin
my dealings with voung couples and in
discussions with social workers engaged
in marriage counseling,

Two TYPES OF MUSSAR

--------------------------------

woutld like to suggest a two-pronged
Iapproach that includes both the
classic sussar sefarim and a pro-
gram geared for adults, which would
encompass creating mussar vaadim

(groups) to work on specific areas of rik-
kun hamiddos (character development).
One is for implanting yiras Shamayim,
the other for tikkun hamiddos. The
first strategy, that of learning mussar,
must start at an early age and continue
throughout life.

In several letters, and in stories
attested to by his son Hagaon Rabbi
Chaim Kanievsky, the Steipler Gaon
told people, “One can learn mussar
with young children who are 10 years
old every day from a light mussar sefer,
such as Orchos Tzaddikim - even 10
minutes a day. Over time, this will have
an impact, and eventually, the child will
realize that there is a Ribbono shel Olam,
and the world is not hefkeir {free for the
taking}” Older teenagers could study
Mesillas Yesharim. If it’s not being done
in yeshiva, then parents should make
such a seder with their children.

The Chofetz Chaim in Beis Yisroel
writes about the need for mussar in his
time to counter all the ill winds. He
writes that he spoke to many gedolim-
who at one time were opposed to rmis-
sar — “and they all agree that today, it
is necessary. Therefore, all bnei yeshiva
and ba’alei battim should set aside time
each day to study sifrei yira”

The Steipler is quoted in Halachos
Vehanhagos as telling a yungerman to
have a seder in mussar: “It 1s impera-
tive to learn mussar everyday. Without
it, one’s yiras Shamayim cools off. The
opposition 1o mussar in pre-War Europe
was about some of its methodology, such
as learning it in a special beis hamussar,
or in a loud, plaintive voice, etc. But
everyone agrees that one has to learn
mussar to acquire yiras Shamayim.”

The Chasam Sofer started every shiur
with some Chovos Halevavos, and said,
“Any day that I don't learn mussar, I feel
a coldness in myseif.”

Since the Steipler’s times, the world
has changed so dramatically — not for
the better — and rapid technological
changes intrude into our lives, and
even into mekomos hakedoshim. Now, it
is all the more imperative for yeshivos
and ba'alei battim to learn mussar. The
Mesillas Yesharin’s insight into human
behavior and analysis of the struggles

15




16

SEPTEMDBEHR 2 0 0 B

of life and nisyonos (challenges) of all
facets of hiving are as relevant today as
they were 300 years ago.

But that is not enough. We also need
a program for married men and women
in the areas of tikkun hamiddos.

Most of a veshiva bachur’s life does
not involve dealing with real life nisyo-
nos. As the Steipler said, a bachur spends
hours a day with his shtender, which
does not talk back and is never grouchy,
ete, which is not the case when he gets
married and deals with another person,
or when he reaches the stage of life
when kavod, money and power come
into play. Thus, adults have to set up
va'adim in sefarim such as Alei Shur by
Rabbi Shiomo Wolbe, 7731, where he
has already mapped out sixteen areas
of aveda in middos, with each section
containing material for several weeks of
exercises and insights to work on a par-
ticular area (the author has such a va'ad
with ba'alei battim, which meets once a
week). There are also many sefarim in
both Hebrew and English that deal with
specific areas of middos. Lest we think
that tikkun hamiddos is not critical, the
Gra, quoted in Evven Sheleima {81:12)
writes, “The main reason to live is to be
able to break one’s bad middos”

Rabbi Chaim Vital (the prima-
ry talmid of the Arizal), in Shaarei
Hakedusha, teaches that a person’s
middos are the foundation upon which

everything rests, like the foundation
of a house: “Therefore, one should be
more careful of bad middos than of
performing mitzvos, because if one has
middos tovos, it will be easy for him to
fulfill all the mitzvos.”

INSTANT EVFRYTH]NG

here are tTwo more negative con-
Tsequences of the new technology
and the atmosphere it has cre-
ated. One is the effect it has had on our
physical and mental well-being and, on a
deeper level, our spiritual well-being.
The new gadgetry has created more
stress on people. There is pressure for
instant answers and instant solutions
to all problems. People are connected
to their work and their office all the
time, always online and available to
clients and colleagues, leaving no tirne
for reflection. It has certainly taken
away people’s menuchas hanefesh, which
is so essential to learning and avoedas
Hashem. About a year ago, I was at a
simcha where someone was showing
off his new Blackberry. He was proudly
displaying his ability to sit there and do
his office work, without even having to
go to the office! I didn’t have the heart to
tell him, “But don’t you realize that you
never get away from the office?!!” We
all know of the longer and more hectic
work schedules at all hours of the day
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and night in many fields because we're
all globally connected, no matter what
the time zone.

In the Orchos Chaim of the Rosh (a
compilation of 132 mussar and halachic
statements), which is recited in many
yeshivos (a few each day) during Elul
and Asseres Yemei Teshuva, one phrase
is “qevabmarn o (#100) Do not be hasty
in your actions.” In Kelm, this was
said more slowly than the rest (Rabbi
Nosson Wachtfogel, o1, a talnid of
Kelm, instituted the same in Lakewood)
because the Alter of Kelm felt that this
was a cornerstone of avodas Hashem.
(Those who were zocheh to know Rabbi
Yaakov Kamenetsky, 9¥1, saw this Kelmer
menuchas hanefesh in him. )

There is, however, a second, more
insidious negative effect of all this on
our avoda and learning. That is the
attitude that everything can be answered
and accomplished instantly.

LiFE: A WORK IN PROGRESS

nother very important reason
Afor learning mussar is that one

discovers that life is a work in
progress: a process of striving to con-
stantly grow and improve, There are no
quick solutions, and one learns that one
sincere prayer by an individual is worth
more than all the segulosand proxy tefil-
los being advertised today.

The Chofetz Chaim often told people
{most recently quoted in a Hamodia
interview with one of his few remaining
talmidim), “Why are you coming to me
for a beracha when you can go straight
to the Ribbono shel Olamt” But tefilla
takes effort and sometimes one has to
daven a long time before being answered
{as Moshe Rabbeinu had to daven 40
days and 40 nights for Klal Yisroel to
be forgiven for the sin of the Eigel). By
learning rmussar, one will discover also
that it's never too late to begin.

Someone once came o Rabbi
Chatzkel Levenstein, 51, (the mash-
giach in the Mir, in Shanghai, and then
in Ponevezh} and asked for a beracha for
yiras Shamayim. Reb Chatzkel respond-
ed, “I’ve been working all my life on my
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yiras Shamayint, and you want to get it
with a beracha?”

Rabbi Gedalia Schorr, Y31, once said,
“Today, people want to learn Shas in
one night and sleep that night as wefl.”
Every area of Torah and aveda requires
alifetime of work. But as it says in Pirkei
Avos (6:4);

“This is the way of Torah: Eat
bread with salt, drink water in small
measure, sleep on the ground, live
a life of deprivation — but toil in
the Torah! If you do this, ‘You are
praiseworthy, and all is well with
you' { Tehillim 128,2).7
It is also worthwhile reading the

biographies of gedolim and mussar
perscnalities such as Rabbi Chatzkel
Levenstein, Rabbi Dessler, Rabbi Yaakov
Kamenetsky and Reb Shraga Feivel
Mendlowitz to see how they struggled
and faced many difficulties in life, and
how they forged the basis for their sub-
sequent teachings.

By reading about Reb Yisroel Salanter,
for example, one will learn to bring the
well-being of others into the equation of
his personai conduct. Stories abound of
Reb Yisroel and others doing just that.
1. Being invited by a talmid for

Shabbos, Reb Yisroel made one

condition — that they finish the !

entire seuda and then talk divrei
Torah. The widowed cook came
in after the meal and thanked Reb
Yisroel, saying that this was the
first time she was able to go home
early on Friday night after a long
exhausting week. Reb Yisroel told
the host, “I thought this would be
the case ...

2. Reb Yisroel once washed netillas
yadayim and used only a mini-
mal amount of water. When asked
about this, since it is brought down
in sefarim that one should use a lot
of water, Reb Yisroel responded, “1
looked out of the window and saw
a yesoma carrying the pails of water
from the well. So I said, I should be
machmir (stringent} on her plaitzes
{shoulders)?’”

3. Reb Yisroel once gave up say-
ing Kaddish on his father’s yah-
rzeit (when only one person said

stories about gedolet Torah and mussar
help create an imprint of good middos
and a balanced avoda.

is an eitza for some of us.

Kaddish at a time) yielding to |
someone else, who had a lesser |
chiyuv to say it. When asked why, |
he said, “Kaddish is a zechus for my |
father. Doing a chessed for someone |
else is also a zechus ... perhaps a |
greater zechus” |
A talmid came to the gaon, Rabbi |
Chaim Shmuelevtiz, Rosh Yeshiva
of Mir-Yerushalayim, to complain
that his wife couldn’t seem to get
ready in time for Shabbos, to which
Reb Chaim responded, “So take a
broom and help her.”
A yungerman came to the Steipler
and showed him his daily schedule
of learning to ask his opinion. The
Steipler said, “I see you are a very |
big masmid, but you did not leave |
any time between sedarim to help
your wife. She is not your shifcha
(maid)!” |
These and hundreds of other such

We all need chizuk, and perhaps this

I can’t help but feel that if we all

becorne more sensitive to each other in
real life, we will go a long way towards |
easing some of the heartache in our |
comrmunities. 10]

|
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PREPARING FOR A NEW START

1 VERSCHLEISSER

My friends,

we will oncea
against our che:
“*Ashamnu, we aré
of ...." Picturing t

ore we know it,
s beating our fists l
e evocative words |
Al cheit, for the sin
y in my mind, | hear that |
little voice growing ever louder, commanding my
attention - “Again? Didn't you tell Hashem that it L

|
Do you share my nerves as we approach !

the upcoming Yamim Nora'im and the
month of Elul in which we focus on
teshuva? And are you wondering, “How
can I stand before Hashem repeating
the confession for the same sins that 1
prowmised last year and the year before
never fo repeat?”

tree. One can rectify a sin with the very
object used for the sin by employing it
for a holier purpose, thus “covering up”
the iniquity. The embarrassment Adam
felt, representing the full repercussion
of his act, was alleviated by covering it
with clothing as he sought to return
himself to his previous state of being.
From all of the trees created by Hashem,
only the fig tree could provide Adam
with leaves for garments ~ not because
the other trees would not have assisted
in Adam’s repentance, but because the
only way a proper tikkun {rectification)
could be accomplished was specifically
through the fig tree, as it would perfectly
“fit” the gaping hole caused by the sin
performed with it.

It sounds pretty simple, then, to
accomplish repentance. All I need to
do is to reverse my actions, and use my
respective wrongs to create new rights.
But I know that 1 have done that in
many instances, working on some of
the same issues for a number of years.
And yet, T still find myself in the same
position regarding certain items. What

THE SECOND GARMENT

primary principle for a proper
Afocus on teshuva can be learned

from the first sin ever commit-
ted, that of Adam and Chava. Following
his offense, the very first act Adam did
was to sew garments made of fig leaves.'
Rashiteaches that the reason Adam used
this type of leaf rather than any other
was because the Eitz Hadg'as - the Tree
of Knowledge — from which they par-
took despite being forbidden to, was a fig

NAFTOLE VERSCHLEISSER LEARNS IN YESUvA
Rapsl CHAIM BERLIN IN BROOKLYN, NY. His ARrTt-
CLE, "PRAYING WITH FERVOR,” APPEARED In JO,
SEPT. ‘07,

was over?! How can your soul be defended again
for the very sins that you apologized for last year?
Didn’t you promise not to repeat these wrongs?”
And I think to myself, How did | allow this to happen
again? | remember my strong resolve to be better
this year, my determination to live a cleaner life in
the year to come. What went wrong?

is lacking from this teshuva that causes
it to lapse year after year?

The Torah tells us that following His
rebuke of Adam and Chava, Hashem
personally fashioned new garments
for Adam and Chava’ Considering
that Adam specifically created gar-
ments from the fig tree to facilitate his
teshuva, why did Hashem present him
with a second set of garments? Certainly,
there was great purpose in this set of
clothing that was lacking in the first
set that Adam had created. What was
represented by the clothing created by
Hashem Himself?

LosinG Focus

he Targum Yonasan ben Uziel
Treveais a clue that brings us

to a deeper understanding of
teshuva. He explains® that the material
from which Hashem fashioned these
garments was actually the leather of
the nachash, the snake that enticed
Adam and Chava to sin. This serpent
was a physical embodiment of the evil
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inclination that was external to man-
kind prior to its absorption into Adam
and Chava upon their consuming the
forbidden fruit. Rashi taught us that
the way of rectification is through the
very catalyst that brought one to sin.
Hashert was telling Adam that focusing
on the conduit of sin, the tool of the
yeitzer hara {in this case, the fig tree),
would not alone saffice to defeat the
yeitzer hara. To eradicate this enemy, it
would be necessary to take the yeitzer
hara itself, represented by the snakeskin
garments that He created, and use it to
cover the ill effects of sin in order to
return to the position of sanctity that
existed previously.

This introduces a deeper understand-
ing of sin and repentance. An outcome
of sin is that it feads one to believe that
the object with which the sin was com-
mitted is the actual obstacle, when in
truth, it is the force behind the object,
the veitzer hara, which is the actual cause
of the sin. Obscured spiritual vision
weakens the proper focus on the evil
inclination itself. The most that Adam
was able to do was to fashion clothing
from the fig tree, focusing on the object,
as he was 1o longer able to identify an
external evil inclination; it was now
within him, physically invisible and
difficult to identify. His ability to rec-
ognize the source behind the object of
his transgression, namely, the nachash,
was blurred. The practical reality of
these two levels of repentance in our
lives can be illustrated with one of the
greatest tribufations of our time.

In the not so distant past, a tool of the
yeitzer hara affecting Torah Jewry was
television, an iconic American invention.
As the quality of American program-
ming deferiorated, its detrimental effect
on Jewish society grew. Strong public
sentiment and chinuch brought about
an accepted public hashkafa leading to
communities that, on the whole, are tele-
vision free, and a generation of children
who would not consider installing one in
their own homes. Many, voung and old,
who were accustomed to television, had to
overcowme strong desires in order to remove
the television from their lives. This was
a focus on the object of the veitzer hara.

Those who have focused on the “snakeskin”
approach, in which the successful person uses the
core of this inclination in his endeavor to be a prope
servant of Hashem, identify a defeated enemy in th
challenge that must remain subdued, as it is just a
new cloak for the same old yeitzer hara.

An elevated act would be to not only
remove the television, but to slaughter
the very desire that initially attracted us
to it with such strength. Witnessing the
children who would not bring a television
into their homes, the yeitzer hara sought
to expose Klal Yisroel to the same desire
in a new fashion. This new weapon to
ensnare Klal Yisroel is, unsurprisingly, the
Internet and its accompanying dangers.
There is so much good justifying its exis-
fence — communications and productivity
that have made it a global staple - but at
the same time, the dangers are spiritually
lethal. Listing the pitfalls therein would
not do justice fo the dangers it poses to
the unassuming individual.

Those who have focused on the “fig
feaf” approach to feshuva in regard to
television find that they have to tackle
this new dangerous reality, as it awakens
desires lying dormant inside oneself.
Those who have focused on the “snake-
skin” approach, in which the successful
person uses the core of this inclination
in his endeavor to be a proper servant
of Hashem, identify a defeated enemy
in this challenge that must remain
subdued, as it is just a new cloak for the
same old yeitzer hara.

CHANGE FoORr KEEPS

oth approaches focus on eradicat-
B ing the same wrong - a spiritual

challenge of the evil inclination
to an individual or group - and both
present a method of overcoming the
challenge. The human approach is to
stop performing a wrong act, and use
the tool of sin for good, as that is all he
can do, for he is blinded from identify-
ing the core of the sin. This severs the
ability of evil to influence one’s life with
that particular method. The Heavenly
approach is to aim one’s focus directly
on the invisible root of the yeitzer hara

and the trait he wanted to corrupt, an
turn it into a source of sanctified pur
pose. True change requires this elevate
teshuva, in which we reconnect with ot
Creator to approach life anew.

It does not take anything more tha
common sense for one to identify t
spiritual challenges faced in life; we jus
have to be honest with ourselves. Upaor
recognizing an attack of the veitzer hard,,
a person must respond by cutting off
that venue of sin until he can accom
plish teshuva completely, when he wi
be strong enough not to repeat the s
because he has identified and defeat
its source. In his first step, the individ
creates a garment for himself, coverin
the embarrassment of sin in which h
is cloaked with the object of sin, the

We make “housecalls”

(718) 972-4003
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his teshuva, Hashem provides a second
rarment normally beyond human com-
ehension. This is the clarity to identify
the source of the inclination and change
that very core of desire to a spring of
sanctification by reacclimating it for
good purposes.

Hashem created these garments to
facilitate a teshuva sheleima, a complete
pentance, for Adam and Chava. The
“purpose of these garments was to elevate
man to the greatest level, allowing Adam

KARKA IN ERETZ YISROEL

Call Rabbi Gavriel Beer for information on
obtaining cemetery plots in Beth Shemesh
and other locations in Israet.

sbject he can recognize. Accomplishing |

and his children to erase our sins forever,
so that we never return to them again.
Oftentimes, we are awakened to repent
from our sins, notably during the weeks
preceding the Yamim Nora'im, we suc-
cessfully identify the wrong and resolve
not to enter that realm and repeat that
sin. We don our cloaks of repentance
and sincerely intend to never repeat the
sin, to stop exposing ourselves to the
threat. But it does not last. What goes
wrong is that we fail to don the cloak
that Hashem is holding out to us, the
cloak that allows us te root out the evil
inclination and turn it into an entity
of kiddush Hashem, sanctifying His
Name. Otherwise, our desire still exists;
it is only a matter of time until the evil
inclination finds a new application of
enticement,

NEVER AGAIN

N T R R R Ce e L N

0, where do we find these garments
that Hashem is handing out to us
as we repent with all our being?
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You'Te in geod hands.

Rabbi Yisroel Salanter, the venerable
leader of the mussar movement, teaches
that one must not simply learn Torah;
one has to learn Torah that addresses the
area in which he sinned. Every facet of
life has its respective “Torah” teachings
pertaining to it. Weakness in an area is
exposed when a sin is committed. The
Torah teachings corresponding to the
sin are the garments that Hashem is
holding out; it is the spiritually perfect
fit that rectifies the wrong, covering the
outcome of the wrong, and alfows the
person to rebuild on top of it. Studying
the corresponding laws in the Torah “fit”
the wound caused by sin spiritually as
the snakeskin “fit” the sin of Adam. The
garments Hashem gives us are found in
the words of the Torah. Studying them
properly will reposition the individual
to view the physical world in the proper
spiritual focus once more. Ki karov
eilecha hadavar me'od® — the words of
Hashem are very close to us, indeed;
we need only to reach out and cloak
ourselves in them.

It is up to us to accept the garments
that Hashem is holding out to us to
complete our repentance, to change our
outlook in a permanent way. This is
unquestionably a more difficult accom-
plishment, for we have to break out of
our physical bonds and view the same
physical entity in a totally new, spiri-
tual perspective. But we can be certain
that “Haba litaheir mesai’in 10" - one
who comes to purify himself is granted
Heavenly assistance. We will change
ourselves permanently by wearing the
garments of repentance that Hashem is
handing us, wearing the words of Torah
upon ourselves as we return to Him with
all of our being. Successful repentance
in one area will lead to success in
another area, until we stand with all of
Klal Yisroel before our Creator in puri-
ty, speedily in our days. o

ENDNOTES

1 See Rashi, Bereishis 3,7

2 Bereishis 3,21

3 Ibid.

4 Ohr Yisroel, Iggeres 7

5 Devarim 30,14

6 Reish Lakish in Shabbos 104




"ELUL: PREPARING FOR A NEW START

ANDREW J. NEFF

"i_',REMARKs TO YESHIVA GEDOLA OF
| :;;TEANECK ANNUAL DINNER, JULY 28, zoos

= Many people have asked me xf I knew or sensed what was
' .{happemng Actually, it ‘was just the opposzte “We' kriew we
| ‘were having'a bad year, biit Wé were in a cyclical busmess

'We’d had good years and bad years: 1n fact; my drea~ equi- .
i was havmg a good year, and the ﬁrm was. proﬁtable'ﬁ_ L

L. have deVeioped a different perspectlve Let-me digress’
with a reference to Tehillim. The backdrop for the third perek
“of Tehillir is rather tnusaal, Dovid Hamelech thanks Hashem o
| during the rebellion of Avshalom. As I heard fr _
“Yissoctier Frand, the normai cotirse of' event" 1ot for 4son’
1o rebel against the father. Usually it is : political opponent .-
| of an aide. But these circumstances — _the rebellion by hisson
.| Avshalom < wete extremely | imusual, To Dovid; that wasa’
1. sign that this rebelhon was outside of nature, outside of teva, - -
and that Hashem was watching over him and was 1nvoIved i

Dovid’s life. G-d runs the world. - - : o
~“What happened to Bear. Steams ‘was outside’ of teva
Untﬂ the demlse of Bear Stearns,I knew What my schedule. :
‘was going to be — more ot less < fot the next year orso.l was‘.-_:'
working on. projects through thé year 2010. I was ﬁrmiy in
“control and Tknew what'the future would be

. pa '

' because I'came to reahze Who isin control of the world. The' i
events'at Bear Stearns areall part of His plan You canbeangry.
‘with His plan, but it doesr’f change His plan. At one fevel,
}t s llke gomg to a museum and gettmg a,ngry at the exhlblts

ANDREW NEFE WAS'A SENTOR MANACING DIRECTOR AT BEAR STEARNS, WHERE iiE : :
WAS A srsm:m SECURE‘FEES ANALYSTCOVEHING THETECHNOLOGY SECTOR. DURING = -ﬁ_ L o ? :
g zs n-:ms ON WALI S"ram"r INCLU‘DING £ YEARS ATBEAR S’I‘E’ARNS m—: WAS --happened the week before l’urim Some -C()Iﬂd say, What a

i ._c:n‘ru ONTHE INS‘E‘ITUTIONAL ENVESTOR Au., Sfmn LIST, FREQUENTLY QUOTED m.’ : ffcomcxdence and ek ™ « oW can You seeGad’s lnvolvement in
THE WALL: STREFT JOURNAL AND APPEARED GFTEN ON'CNBCHE NDW LEAR it :

AT':‘H'# YFS}-IIVA GEDOLA OF TEANECK




".m our hves .

«Ye are relative newcomers 1o -
Teaneck We moved here i
¥ about three years ago.1 thmk o
-'the most nnportant force one faces inlife
1s'peerpressure for better or worse ~ 50,
you have to focus carefuliy on what the
peer: pressures are where you Tive and_.
' k.' In Teaneck, there is peer pressure B
to learn. Everyone does it, Every shul |
‘competes to have the best learning. The |
Cobattei ; mrdrashzm are thrwmg, and the
< shiurim attract crowds “That is one of g
: "_the main reasons that we rnoved here. ||
22221 had often thought about taking
. some time off for learning. ‘While our
L -_-chlldren are “frum from birth,” Nancy -
L -and 1 are ba'alel teshuva. 1 have done :
‘many thmgs, butI esaentraliy see myself
' as abit of an idiot savant — that is, T have -~
<" “done the daf’for over 10 years, and .
oo attended multiple. shmnm, but I never :§ -
T -_"_':learned the basrcs tefilla, Gemara with- -,
© "2 out English on the other side, Chumash R
_:wrth Rashi and other mefarshrm S
- 11 thought about taking a sabbatical. -
.. But 1 would only do it when neither of -
‘two.conditions was in play: 1.couldn’t |-
take offafter agood: year, since Ineeded "} <00
just ¢ one more good year, ‘AndIcouldn’t’|
" take off after a bad year, since 1 really |
i i neededa good yeat to take off. Qutside - | -+
~of these:two mutually exclusive COIldl-

: -"-trons 1 would take trme off to learn, -

- Istarted to talk to Rosh Yeshwa Rabbr o
f-:Ehyahu Roberts several months 2 ago.He -
‘and | had started learning Gemara about
“once a week —on the laws of ribbis—but -
‘1 realized it was nof enough to get me

. to where I wanted to be, So we beganto.

: .':_talk about learnrng at the yeshrva with
“some of the boys one or two mornings
a week. 1 think we started to talk about -
this last. November or s0. But - when

a ﬁnancral crrs:s?” Bur that is the story 5
. of Purim ~ a story. where G-d is both -
__hldden and omnipresent G-d’s Name | -
“7is not mentioned in the’ Megilla, but
" that is the point; We don’t need to see .
vasea spht to know that G-dis 'nvolved | arranged a

: S .to speak"
CAS T mentroned I Saw : what had__-_
happened 1o -Bear. Stearns as an "act
of G-d.As we. 1earn, though we never -
: fknow what G-d’s planis, and 1 certai y
' | ‘After a few months, however, a summer - -

_.'mtern from YU -asked me if - could
©get 2 minyan going. Since. it was anew .

-of business, But 1 knew that ‘the me
: sage ~ whatever it is ~is that somethm
is supposed to change. It’s nof business
as"usual. Tronically, T- ‘had a position,’
Af I ‘wanted it, at the new. firm.In fact,
the person ‘who did what 1 did at JP.
‘Morgan corncrdentally resrgned the day .
“Bear went out of business - for entireiy?f".
unrelated reasons. S0 1¢o d_have glided -
.from one spot to.the next - from one.
vine io the next — -with narya ghtch But

. the emarls we get from Hashem aren't
‘always 50, clear That is where prayer o

_.'-1t came down to 1t — I could never ﬁnd :
_.the time.” : -

. Hashem found the t;me for me. He i
"J.cieared my entrre schedule Hashem: o
‘opened up all of - Yy, Mmornings ..
bbaticai year. for _me 50

‘don’t know why Bear Stearns w

comes in.

“But Hashem does answer prayers :
‘Sometimes the answer is murky and ]
-unclear, and sornetrmes itisa smack on |

the side of the head.

including 20 years at Bear Stearns. .+

1 had some great calls and made:. ;
‘people a lot of 1 ‘money . (and may. have__'_
lost people a lot of money at times, as .
well).1 was on the Instrtutronal Investor_
- All-Star team for 16 years, and the Wall
'_'Street }ournai Ail Star_:
g years i S
“But that i not what Iwrll be remem— 3
"bered for from my years at Bear Stearns
~The frum world remembers 'me for

I was on Wall Street for 25 years,

i

'_hesaid R SRR
“Sure Do you want to attend?”- 2
'asked T BRI
2 “No, but there isa problem There B
were issues around securrty with outsrd-._ R
ers coming to a ‘secure’ floor” '

“'So that is how I ended up 1earnmg iR
two hours a day at Yeshiva Gedola of -
'-Teaneck with my excellent chayrusos. ;-

“Being in kollel is not as odd as you_ :
.-'thlnk ‘While ‘there is a generatronai
'Zdrfference {we. tecently had a grand- -
“child), T can ‘talk about strollers and ]
'.pediatrrcrans But just not about dlaper

_'-_changmg I leave that to the next gen- . every. day =

am for nme

frunnrng the Bear Stearns mrnyan o
1 thanks to an emarl_frorn_ one of the_ DI
Jpartrcrpants L L TR

}ust 2 bit of..hrstory

area for the minyan, so it just stopped. -

ilding, | was able to get the conferenee

‘room nexi to ny office, and we were off

S Int fact word ‘got around and.we e

_started artractmg outsiders from nearby__ i
'-f.ﬁrms Theﬂ after a few weeks Igot a. o

_ “What can we do?” 1 asked.

hands : v i
It turns out that there s a law

--that requires a company to provideits -
-'employees wrth reasonable aceommo-"'_' S
dation to prayer. So, while the company -~
-did not want an ofﬁcral ‘Bear. Stearns'_ R
‘minyan, they agreed to givemearoom -
for the Andy Neff meet- "

] ing’=towhich ] could invite some of my o
1 - friends 1o enable me to have a minyan, -
“Hence the minyan, where we regularly "0
‘had 20-30 people and, on a fast day, .
_-when we. had a sefer Tomh We Would_ JERERRY
: 'have more than 100 people EIARTE
~So here is the final i Irony: Bear Steams_ SRR
15 gone, ‘but the mmyan whrch started i

at 245 Park — lives on. Roughly one third "
‘of the attendees were from JP Morgan, "
‘which owned three ‘buildings adjacent, "

to.our headquarters, s0 we simply trans- .-

ferred the management. of the minyan . :
| over to JP.Morgan. So, it. looks likea = o
E_perfeet plan: how to make Bear- Stearns
‘g0 away wrthout 1n' 'fermg wrth the e
'-"ongomg mrnyan -

“When '-Bear R
Stearns was at 245 Park Avenue, there__ Vi
_ "was a mrnyan in the stairwell - owing to R
Lits legacy as.an Olymp:a & York build- "
“ing. That changed when we movedtoa . -
“new building at 383 Madison, Owrng 0
tighter security, there was no common

1 leftitin therr hands and in Hashems _ SRS
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RaBBr ARl Z. ZIVOTOFSKY, PHD AND ARI GREENSPA

MD

Shofaros: Are y All The Same?

INTRODUCTION
he Torah commands one mitz-
vah on Rosh Hashana - to hear
the blowing of the shofar.! We
imagine that the sound is produced by
the ba'al tekia using the familiar, relatively
short, and slightly curved ram’s horn.
But this may not have been the way it
was always done at all times and in all
places. We will explore the background
by examining mosaics, llustrated manu-
scripts, travelogues, broadsides, and of

course, halachic works,
In the Torah there are only two
brief, ambiguous references to the spe-

t The Rambam (Hilchos Shofar L1:1; 3:10;
cf Rambam, Pe'eir Hador, 51 in Rabbi David
Ovadia, 1994 ed. And see his very extensive foot-
notes) writes that the commandment is to hear the
shofar. Rabbi Kafich (on Hilchos Shofar, note 5)
points out that in regard to the mitzvah of shofar
on Yom Kippur of Yoved, the Rambam {Hilchos
Shmitta Veyoveil 10:10) wrote that the mitzvah is
1o blow the shofar. A practical ramification would
be if one blew the shofar with his ears plugged,
in which case he would not fulfill the obligation
on Rosh Hashana but would on Yoveil.

RABBI ZIVOTOFSKY IS TRAINED AS A SHOCHET,
HAS A PH.D. In BIOMEDICAL ENGINEERING AND
TEACHES IN BaAr leaN UNIVERSITY. HE LIVES IN
BLIT SHEMESH, FROM WHERE HE WRITES WIDELY
oN JEWISH TOPICS. DR, GREENSPAN IS A PRACTIC-
ING SHOCHET, MOHEL, AND SOFER. HE LIVES IN
EFRAT AND HAS A PRIVATE DENTAL PRACTICE IN
YERUSHALAYEM. THEY HAVE BEEN CHAVRUSAS AND
PARTNERS IN HALACHIK ADVENTURES FOR OVER 25
YEARS. THEIR LAST APPEARANCE IN THESE PAGES
waAS “"WHEN DO WE BAKE THE MaTZAH THIS YEAR?,
APR. OB,

cial Rosh Hashana mitzvah (Vayikra
23,24, Bamidbar 29,1), and one mention
of the mitzvah to blow the shofar on
Yom Kippur of Yoveil (the Jubilee year)
{ Vayikra 25,9).

Because terua appears in both con-
texts, Chazal linked the laws associ-
ated with all the feruos in the seventh
month and concluded that a shofar is
the instrament for producing the terua
on Rosh Hashana. But there is still little
biblical guidance regarding the species
of the shofar. It should be noted that
regarding the nature of the sound that
the shofar produces, the Gemnara states
{ Rosh Hashanah 27b) that whether it is
thin or thick or dry is irrelevant because
all sounds are kosher for a shofar.*

2 Nowadays, there is a custom to blow the shofar
at the conclusion of every Yom Kippur, either
tashra "t (Shulchan Aruch OC 623:6) ar one lekia
(Rama, ihid.} Some view this as a remembrance
of the once-a-Yoveil Yom Kippur blowing (Kol
Bo, 70). Others reject this reason and provide
alternate rationales (Smag, 69; Tosafos, Shabbos
114b; Shibolei Haleket, Seder Yom Hakippurim,
322y Kaf Hachayim OC 623:32),

3 Rosh Hashana 33b-34a; sce Rashi, 26a s.v. Shehu
keren. Cf Toras Kohanim, Behar, 1:2,

4 The halacha is ruled in accordance with this
staternent {Shulchan Aruch OC 586:6). Aruch
Hashulchan OC 586:13 states that the sound must
nonetheless be loud, although the Kaf Hachayim
(586:49) may disagree with this. Rabbi Shlomo
Zalman Auerbach held (Halichos Shiomo, vol.
2, 2:9 [p. 27]) that if the sound changes in the
middle of a tekia it is not a problem. His students
note that Maharil Diskin and Rabbi Charlap had
a stringency that the sound during any one fekia
should be consistent throughout.

There are several statements in the
Mishna that address the source of the
shofar. The first (R”H 3:2) states that
all shofaros are kosher for the mitzvah
except for one made from a bull’s horn,
and Rabi Yossi seemingly permits even
that. The Mishnah next states (R"H 3:3)
that the shofar used on Rosh Hashana
should be made from a “simple” (i.e.,, not
twisted) ibex horn, and (R”H 3:5) that
Rabi Yehuda said that the shofar used
on Rosh Hashana should be from a ram.
The Gemara (R”H 26b) cites Rav Levi as
ruling like Rabi Yehuda, who said in a
beraisa that on Rosh Hashana a twisted
ram'’s horn is used. The Gemara (Rosh
Hashana 16a) also contains an indepen-
dent statement: “Rabi Abahu asked: ‘Why
is a shofar of an ayil [ram| blown [on
Rosh Hashana]? Because G-d said “Blow
before Me with a ram’s horn so that Iwill
remember the sacrifice of Yitzchak, the
son of Avraham, and I will credit you as

»ny

if you sacrificed yourself to Me.

Mosai1c TILES EVIDENCE

hat type of shofar did the

Jews of the Talmudic and

immediate post-Talmudic

period use? Was it an assortment of

horns like the first Mishnah, an ibex

horn like the second Mishnah, or a ramt’s
horn like those used today?

The oldest surviving mosaic floor in

Israel was uncovered in 1921 in Hamat

29




Teverya, south of modern Tverya, in a
small shul dating from between the third
and the fifth centuries CE. It is today
known as the Severus Synagogue {not
to be confused with a shul of the same
name that Chazal mention as existing in
Rome), and was probably
in use during the period
when the Sanhedrin met
in Teverya. lts exquisite
mosaic suggests that it
may have been the main
shul and thus possibly fre-
quented by members of
that august body. Among
the items depicted in the
mosaic is a shofar that is
dearly a “curved ram’s

Tverj
synagogue horn” (figure 1).
In 1936, the
“Shalom Al Yisroel
synagogue of

Yericho was dis-
covered and is
assumed to have
been founded in
the 6th-7" century
CE. The images on
the 10x13-meter mosaic floor include an
aron hakodesh, a menorah, a lulay, an
inscription reading Shalom Al Yisroel,
from which the synagogue derives its
current name, and a shofar. Here, too,
the shofar is clearly a “curved ram’s
horn” (figure 2).

Jericho synagogue mosaic
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Similar portrayals of shofaros can be
seen in excavated shuls from the same
period that were found in Bet She’an,
Tzippori, and Ashkelon. Even what
appears to be a mikva in Huldah dating
from the late 5" century shows what a
shofar from the period looked like.

These and the many other ancient
mosaic floors that have been uncovered
in recent years provide a wonderful vista
into the worlds of halacha, Midrash, and
the Beis Hantikdash, and give us a sense
of the reality of life during the era of
Chazal and shortly thereafter,

NON-RAM SHOFAROS

L T I B e A L I R I

ecause of a seeming contradiction
between the Mishnaic sources,
there arose two strands of plsak
among the Rishonim. One group saw
two debates in the Mishnayos. The first
is between the Rabbanan and Rabi Yossi
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at Discount Prices
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Left Top: Beit Shean synagogue mosaic
Left Bottom: Tzippori synagogue mosaic
Right Top: Ashkelon synagoge design
Right Bottom: Hulda mikvah mosaic

regarding the use of a bull’s horn, and
the second is between the Rabbanan
and Rabi Yehuda, and seems to be only
discussing preferences. This is the way
Tosafos, the Rosh, Rashba, Ran, Ramban,
Ra’avad, Rokei'ach, Me’iri, and Turunder-
stood the sources. In this paradigm, Rabi
Abahu’s statement is an explanation of
the preferred, not exclusive, source of
a Rosh Hashana shofar. The Shulchan
Aruch {OC 586:1) ruled in this manner
when it states that the mitzvah on Rosh
Hashana is with a curved ram’s horn, but
post-facto, all shofaros, whether curved
or straight, are kosher, although curved
is preferred. Only a shofar from a cow is
always passul.

There is an alternative way to
understand the sources. The Rambam
(Hilchos Shofar 1:1) understood that
the Mishnayos disagree with each over.
He viewed Rav Levi’s and Rabi Abahu’s
statements regarding the ram’s horn as
being exclusive to other shofaros and that
the halacha is not like the first Mishna,
Thus, the Rambam states that the shofar
on Rosh Hashana mustbe from a curved
sheep’s horn and all others are passul
This opinion, while usually attributed
solely to the Rambarm, is also the opinion
of Rav Sa’adya Gaon, the Smag, Hagahos
Maimaniyos, and the Yerei'im,

Despite the fact that even those
authorities who permitted non-ram
shofaros viewed them as non-ideal,
there have been times and places where,
either purposefully or by chance, other
shofaros were the norm.

It is reported that® “Itis a tradition
among the Spanish and Portuguese Jews
to use the horn of an antelope for the

5 Rabbi Herbert Dobrinsky, 4 Treasury of
Sephardic Laws and Customs, Ktav, 1986, p. 331,
{without a source}
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shofar. Thus, it is longer and straighter,
without the many bends that some
shofaros contain.”

There was an interesting shofar con-
troversy in Germany during the early
15% century. Rabbi Yom Tov Lipmann
Muechlhausen (died ca. 1421)° bemoans
the shocking fact that he uncovered —
that for 40 years, the Jews of Germany
had not properly fulfilled the mitzvah
of shofar. All shofaros there were made
by non-Jews and were from goat horns!
Rabbi Muchlhausen arranged for Jews to
make ram’s horn shofares and lamented
that the “curse of Rabbi Yitzchak” {(R"H
16b), that tragedy with follow any year
in which shofar is not blown, had indeed
been fulfilled with German Jewry during
the years they had used goat horns. He
1ssued a public curse on anyone who
makes or utilizes a non-ram shofar, that
applied whenever a ramy’s horn, even of
inferior quality, is available,

The most well-known example of
the use of a non-ram’s horn shofar is
also the most puzzhing. The Yemenite
Jews, who in general follow the rulings
of the Rambam, use what is collogui-
ally known as a “Yemenite shofar,” made
from the long curved horns of the greater
kadu { Tragelaphus strepsiceros), a type of
African antelope.” Rabbi Yaakov Sapir®
of Yerushalayim records in his travel-
ogue that he spent Rosh Hashana 5620
{1859) in Mocha, Yemen, and that he
had with him a ram’s horn shofar from
Yerushalayim that he blew. However, he
says that he also attempted to blow one
of the local shofaros, because there, as
in all of Yemen, they do not have ram’s
horn shofaros, but rather, use the horn
of a yaeil [ibex] (sic) that is two amos
long, spiraled when on the head of the

6 Rabbi Muehlhausen’s letter was repub-
lished by Avraham Berliner in Dvarim Atikim,
Kevod Halevanon, Sept 2, 1869 {26 Elul, 5629],
Halevaron, vol. 6, pages 278-279, 1 thank Professor
Yisrael Yaakov Yuval for this reference.

7 For more on the use of the kudu horn, see: A.
Gimani, “The Shofar and Blowing of the Horn
in the Yemenite Jewish Tradition” [Hebrewl], in:
Aharon Ben-David and Isaac Gluska, Hebrew
Language and Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, 2001,
pages 23-36 and Ari Z. Zivotofsky, “Yemenite
Shofar: Tdeal for the Mitzvah?” The Jowrnal of
Halacha and Contemporary Society, 53 {Pesach
5767 / Spring 2007): pp. 106-124.

& Evven Sapir, 5749 ed., page 165

animal, with a sound that is loud and
frightening.

Rabbi Yosef Kapach's® grandfather,
Rabbi Yechiah Kapach {1853-1932),
a leader of the Yemenite community,
strongiy objected to the use of those
large shofaros because he was concerned
that they were made from a “se’0,”"" a
member of the bovine family, and thus
passul even bediavad according to all
opinions, In 1887, Rabbi Yechezkeil
Shaul-Rofeh, an emissary of the Tiberias
beis din, attempted to clarify the issue
with the beis din, which referred the
question back to Yemen. Rabbi Yechiah
continued to advocate for the use of
ram’s horns and in his shul, ram’s horns
were exclusively used. As late as early

9 Halichos Teiman, 1987, pp. 1112,

i0 See Yoran Seri, Masoref hatargupi shel R”Y
Kapach Lesheimos Ba'alei Chayim Shebemikra,
in Rabbi Yosef Kafih Memorial Volume, Zohar
Amar and Hananet Seri, editors, 5761, pp. 90-91
on the identity of the se’o according to Rabbi
Yosef Kepach. If he thought it & chape, as indi-
cated, then it cannot be from the bovine family.
See She'eilos Ya'avetz, 1:50 that no bovine horn
is acceptable.

| e — |
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1930, he sent a series of
letters to the rabbis of
Jerusalem asking them
for a proclamation signed by the leading
rabbis of Yerushalayim, including Rabbi
Avraham Yitzchak Hakohein Kook, that
the kudu shofaros are of bovine ori-
gin and totally invalid." There is no
evidence that he ever received such a
document.

SHAPE OF THE SHOFAR

LR I R R L B A A N AR A

he shape of the shofar is also

important. The Shulchan Aruch

and Rambam both write that
the shofar should be a spiraled ram’s
horn. In making a shofar, heat is usually
applied to straighten the mouthpiece,
resulting in the familiar shape of a
shofar with a straight section near the
mouth. Although not all poskim were
pleased with this, the standard practice
in many communities was to not only
straighten the distal end, but also to
straighten the spiral at the proximal end,

1t Reiﬂrinted in Gimani, pp. 33 -35
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Shofar used in recent decadles
int the Porto, Poriugal shul




“Left: 250-year-old
Polish shofar engraved
with kabbalistic text
Right: Shofar engraved
- with beracha

leaving a bent, two-dimensional-looking
shofar. This can be seen in pictures of
typical 18"-19% century Ashkenazi sho-
faros in the Encyclopedia Judaica {vol.
14, pages 1445-1446, pictures 1 and 2).
The typical Moroccan shofar to this day
looks like that, as does the shofar that
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has been used in recent decades in the
Porto, Portugal shul (see photo). As
reported by Rabbi Yosef Kapach, there
were Yemenites who were careful not
to straighten it, and through a difficult
and tedious process produced what they
considered to be the only acceptable
kosher shofaros.

Another interesting facet of shofaros
that is less common today is engraving
images and verses on the shofar. At
one time, it was almost normative to
decorate the shofar in some manner.
The Shulchan Aruch (OC 586:17), quot-

ing the Rambanmn, says that those who
paint the shofar to beautify it are doing
wrong. Clearly this was something that
was done in the time of the Ramban
and was stil} done 300 years later in the
time of Rabbi Yoseif Karo. The Rama
adds, however, that it is permitted to
engrave on the shofar, and that seems
to have been the common practice, at
Ieast in Ashkenaz. On the other hand,
the Kaf Hachayim quotes from the
Shulchan Gavo’a that the custom was
not to engrave. Common images found
on old shofaros include rams symbol-
izing the akeida, pesukim, and tefillos
related to the mitzvah of shofar and the
akeida. Figure 5 shows a 250-year-old
Polish shofar, housed in the National
Music Museum in South Dakota, which
is engraved with a long kabbalistic text
refating to shofar blowing. Among the
many interesting shofaros shown in
the Jewish Encyclopedia is one with a
beracha engraved on it.

CONCLUSION

he shofar is not simply a musi-

cal instrument, but rather, a

utensil in our worship of G-d,

and that thought should go into its
origin, shape, and structure. According
to the Gemara (R”H 26a), the blow-
ing of the shofar is called “zikaron” (a
remembrance), and it is regarded as
being akin to the service of the Kohein
Gadol in the Holy of Holies on Yom
Hakipurim(1).?? In 21* century USA,
12 This startling statement is expanded upon by
Rabbi Shmuel Misochatchov {Sheim MiShmuel,

R7H,5674, pages 29-33 in 5764 ed.}, who explains
that the shofar is blown for no reason other than

kudu and oryx horns
are gaining popularity,
possibly because of their
majestic  appearance.
Rabbi Amram Korech,
the last Yemenite chief
rabbi in Yemen, abserved
that the kudu shofar is
beautiful for the mitzvah
due to its length and sound."? Although
undoubtedly kosher,” these horns may
be less than ideal. The Aruch Hashulchan
{OC 586:3) concludes his discussion of
this topic by noting that for fulfilling the
biblical mitzvah, we should not permit
any other shofar [besides a ram’s], and
that is indeed the custom of the Jewish
people.

Omne might be inclined to see in the
kudu shofar a “shofar hagadol,” a phrase
that is found in Tanach and our daily
liturgy as the long awaited herald of
Moshiach. In the 10th beracha of the
daily Amida, we invoke Yeshaya 27:13,
that the great shofar should be sounded
to bring the scattered Jews home to
Israel, as it states: “And it shall come
to pass on that day that a great shofar
shall be blown, and they who were lost
in the lands of Ashur shall come and
the outcasts in the fand of Mitzrayim,
and shall worship the L-rd at the holy
mountain in Yerushalayim.” It should
be obvious that “gadol” in these contexts
means “great,” as defined by its role, and
not necessarily physically large. This is
how it was traditionally understood, as
can be seen in this depiction from the
Mantua (Italy) Haggadah from 1560.

May our blowing of a ram’s horn on
Rosh Hashana this year usher in the
blowing of the true shofar hagadol.

5
{(Italy) Haggadah

that G-d commanded it (R "H 16a}, and that this
parallels the Holy of Holies, the source of fewish
souls, and is diametrically opposite to what the
Golden Calf represented. He further uses this
concept to explain why specifically the shofar
of all the instruments listed in Mishnah Keifim
that are made from a ram reminds G-d of the
akeida.

13 Cited in Gimani, p. 24

14 See Ari Z. Zivotofsky, Shofar mikarnei re ‘cim,
yaeil, ve'aval, Technonin, 27 (5767{20071): pp.
1i2-116.

15 See Plate 26 in Yosef Hayim Yerushalmi,
Haggadlah and History, 1975.

[
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showing

Eliyahu blowing the shofar
heralding the Messiah




TrRE JEwISH OBSERVER

INSPIRED BY

by Rabbi Yitzchok |

Borchardt, oldest |

son of Rabbi Boruch
Borchardt, at a zikaron
for his father at Camp
Agudah on July 6,
2008. It was prepared
for publication by
Reuvain Borchardt,
the author’s nephew.

RABBI YITCHOK BORCHARDT, ONE OF THE SENIOR
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A SON
REMEMBERS
HIS FATHER'S
DEDICATION
TO KLAL
YISROEL

“ABOVE THE CURI
MATZAV :

s et

L

“our mothier, p: She was qmte a young
woman and had not been ilk; her pass-
ing was completely unexpected and
shocked us all. He said to me: “What 1
do bechadrei chadarim (in total privacy),
nobody has to know, and no one will

know. But outwardly, I will appear no

different whatsoever. For [ am oseik bet-
zarchei tzibbur, involved in communal
life; people come to me for advice, to
request favors, and for various needs. If
these people see that I Jook any different,
they will hesitate to approach me when
they need assistance. Therefore, my out-
ward appearance will be unchanged, as
though nothing has occurred.”

This was symbolic of how our father
never lived in any matzavim (respond-
ing to specific circumstances); living

bl Barneh Borchardt

S

in matzavim causes one to be affected
by one particular situation differently
than by another one. Rather, he was
constantly in one overarching matzav:
that of being an eved Hashem, doing
Hashem’s will in whatever manner each
particular situation called for.

Kol ma'asecha yihyu leSheim

* Shamayim: Hashem gave every person

strengths and skills, and he must use
them all to honor Hashermn. Qur father’s
life was a manifestation of this principle.
He devoted every moment to the service
of Hakadosh Baruch Hu. He constantly
emphasized that a Jew must always
serve Hashem — not merely during the
time he davens and learns, but during
the day and the night, whether sleep-
ing or awake. His was a total servitude,
echoing the Jew’s response at Sinai:
“Na'aseh venishma ~ We will do and
we will listen.” He readily performed
his duty, considering no task too big
or too small if it was necessary for the
honor of Hashem, Klal Yisroel, or an
individual Yid.

CAMP AGUDAH -
Hi1s SETTING

P R e e

L R

vanin mikir titzak— man’s actions

in his home has an effect on the

stones in its walls. Camp Agudah
was known as “his place” And the very
stones of the Agudah camps continue
to proclaim our father's accomplish-
ments!

The foundations of camp were built
by our father and others. The strengths
of our father and maother were part
of the foundation of camp’s warmth,
sirncha, and hashkafa. From the day
our father assumed the leadership of
camp, he yearned for it to become an
even greater mekom Torah. This was no
casy task in those days; when he joined
camp, learning sessions were 45 minutes
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per day, and each time a few minutes
were added, it was very controversial
and caused quite an uproar.

After years of effort, in the early
1960s, he was finally able to arrange a
“TT (Talmud Torah) Bunk”, composed
of eight or nine children from the entire
camp who were willing to learn through-
out the morning. Establishing this bunk
was a tremendous accomplishment that
brought him much joy, and this bunk
eventually grew into today's Masmidim
Program, How thrilled he was when,
in later years, new battei midrashim
and bunks were constructed to accom-
modate a growing Masmidim Program,
and year after year ~ during his time as
Camp Director and beyond — he proudly
watched the Masmidim Program grow
with remarkable success.

Despite his heavy schedule — and
through particular hardships in recent
years — he was moseir nefesh to come
to camp every Shabbos, making the
weekly trip upstate even decades after
he had relinquished his formal duties in
camp and was no longer involved in its
decision making. He felt that it was his
obligation to come, and there was virtu-
ally no situation that would cause our
tather to miss a Shabbos in his beloved
camp, While he was extremely family
oriented, attending every family simcha
no matter the time or distance, and was
sure to go to the airport every time one
of his grandchildren left to learn in Eresz
Yisroel, he did not attend the aufruf of
one grandson and the Shabbos Sheva
Berachos of another because doing so
would have meant missing Shabbos
in camp.

MAINTAINING A BEN
ToRAH PERSPECTIVE

L A A

L I I B )

ur father’s hisbatlus (self-nega-
O tion) toward gedolei Torah was

truly awesome. He sought da'as
Torah on every issue, and when discuss-
ing a matter with a gadol, he was entirely
submissive to the gadol’s da’as, unadul-
terated by any prior views he may have
had on the issue. He was instrumental in
promoting the importance of hisbatlus
and kavod for gedolim. He was thus very

involved in arranging visits by gedolim
to camp, so that the children would see
them, honor them, and yearn to reach
their heights.

He was nisdabeik (attached him-
self) to the mashgiach, Rabbi Chatzkel
Levenstein, as a teenager in Shanghai,
where he learned in the Mirrer Yeshiva
upon its arrival there after its miracu-
lous escape from the Holocaust. (He
had arrived in Shanghai several years
before the yeshiva did, after previously
fleeing Germany with his parents and
brother.) After arriving in America, he

was nisdabeik to the gedolim here, par-
ticularly Rabbi Aharon Kotler.

Once, upon returning from a Kenessia
Gedolah (International Conference of
Agudath Israel in Eretz Yisroel), our
father was visibly in a particularly
good mood. When [ asked him why
he was glowing, he toid me that while
there, he had met a man who, by that
man’s own admission, would bother our
father very much about various issues.
This man was a falinid of Rabbi Efraim
Mordechai Ginsburg — a son-in-law of
Reb Chatzkel-- who was our father’s
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rebbi. The man related to our father
that Reb Efraim Mordechai had said
to him, “Don’t worry about bothering
Rabbi Borchardt. You can go to him.
He is a ben Torah. And you can bother
a ben Torah as much as you wish.” Qur
father was overjoyed that his rebbi
viewed him as a ben Torah! Indeed,
all marveled at the amazing ben Torah
perspective through which our father
viewed every issue.

In Da’as Chachma Unmussar, Cheilek 2,
Reb Yerucham quotes Chovos Halevavos,
which states that one’s seichel (intelli-
gence) teaches him what Hashem’s will
is — but only when one is free of biases
engendered by personal desires, for such
desires contaminate the clarity of one’s
seichel. Indeed, our father’s amazing
seichel would ascertain Hashem's will,
for he was free of biases toward personal
desires; his only desire was to vnder-
stand what Hashem wanted of him.

Prominent bnei Torah, mechanchim
(educators), and askanim (active lay
leaders) looked up to him as if he were
their rebbi in matters such as chinuch,
askanus, and simply how one should be
concerned for and toil for Klal Yisroel
with every ounce of strength that he
possesses.

He always stressed how one must work
with all his strength as long as Hashem
grants it to him. Reb Yisroel Salanter
explained the phrase (in Hosher'a 11,1)
“nd’ar Yisroel veohaveihu,” to mean that
every Jew, whether old or young, is
called a na’ar Yisroel - youth of Isyael -
for we must always remain “young” and

father truly personified this trait. He
was always vouthful and enthusiastic,
never pausing to reflect upon what he
had already accomplished, but always
focusing on the work at hand.

Indeed, even as he grew older and his
illnesses grew more serious, his efforts
and motivation would not wane. He

36

vigorous in our service of Hashen. Qur |

He always stressed how one
must work with all his strength as
long as Hashem grants it to him.

Rabkbi Borchardt with Rabbi Aaron Perlow. % w1, Inte Novominsker Rebbe

maintained his superhuman schedule
that would have exhausted a man half
his age and twice as strong until the very
end, when he simply had no strength
left. And that, perhaps, was the great-
est nisayon (challenge) that he had to
endure. He made heroic efforts to still
do all that he could: going to the office
whenever he could, attending important
meetings when possible, and joining
simchos with every last bit of strength
that he possessed.

CELEBRATING THE
GROWTH OF TORAH

is love for Torah was awe-
inspiring. He would constantly
speak about how Reb Aharon

had brought ahavas haTorah to this
country and was responsible for the
tremendous growth of Torah on these
shores - with a clarity and vigor asif Reb
Aharon were still in his presence.

And if chas veshalom there was a
chillul Hashem, whether individual or
communal, 1t would sadden him tre-
mendously.

His only source of sircha came when
discussing or hearing of the growth
of Torah. And what a true simcha it
was! Whether he was stressing to a ben
Torah that Torah is the tachlis (ultimate
purpose) of the world, rejoicing at
the establishment of a new mikva, or
delighting in the news that a new rav
was successful in his position, anything
related to a chizuk in Torah or Kial
Yisroel brought him elation and true
nachas ruach,

Nothing was too small or insignifi-
cant to him. In his Peirush Lemishnayos
on the Mishnah (Makkos 3:16) “Ratzah
Hakadosh Baruch Hu le’zakos es Yisroel,”
the Rambam states that Hashem gave
us all 613 mitzvos so that at least one
mitzvah will be done completely leSheim
Shamayim, without any wlterior motive

whatsoever, Regardless of how small
that mitzvah may seem, performing
at least one mitzvah in that manner is
the only way that one can be zocheh to
Qlam Habba,

And how many of these seemingly
insignificant actions did he perform! He
pursued them, while no one else knew
he did them, or even knew that they had
to be done, His hachnasas orchim (hos-
pitality) was enviable; all felt welcome in
his home, including vagrants of society.
When gedolim or ba’alei battim affiliated
with Agudah passed away, he worked
diligently to make sure that that proper
respect was given to their widows, that
they received proper honor, and were
not forgotten

He was deeply involved in kiruv
rechokim well before it enjoyed its cur-
rent popularity. He mentored college
students who grew to become bnei
Torah or marry brnei Torah. The words
that he spoke were truly in the category
of “Words that emanate from the heart
gain entry into the hearts of others”

At Reb Aharon's levaya, instead of
listening to the eulogies, he and several
assistants walked through the crowd of
25,000 that overflowed a shul that seated
500, searching for rabbanim and roshei
yeshivos whom he would then escort to
their proper seats inside the shul, ensus-
ing that they received proper respect.

CARING FOR OTHERS

................................

ur father’s nosei be'ol im chaveiro
O {sharing the burdens of others)

was astounding. 1 personally
witnessed him fulfilling the Gemara’s
standard of assuming other peopie’s
burdens “ad sheyecheleh — to the point of
becoming ill”! A man once told him of
his terrible misfortunes, and | watched
as he suddenly broke into a sweat, and
developed a fever. He had a heart from
the past generation, While this is dif-
ficult to emulate, we must nonetheless
draw inspiration from him.

When I was engaged, he and 1 went to
Reb Moshe Feinstein and requested that
Reb Moshe serve as mesadeir kiddushin
(officiate) at my chasuna. Reb Moshe
immediately agreed. Afterwards, one




Young Rabbi Borchards [second from right]
with Vaad Hatzalah leaders

of Reb Moshe’s closest talmidim told us
that at that time, Reb Moshe was gener-
ally no longer serving as mesadeir kiddu-
shin, except for chassanim who learned
in his yeshiva. However, he said to his
meshamshim (aides), “Rav Borchardt
iz azoi fil matriach far di tzibbur, mir
darfen zich amal matriach zein far ehm.
— Rabbi Borchardt so exerts himself for
the community at large, sometimes we
must do the same for him.”

ToTAL EFFORT ...
UNTIL THE END

--------------------------------

ndeed, until his very last few days,
Ihe continued on with the greatest
wesiras nefesh.

Now that he can no longer acquire
zechuyos for himself, those who were
close to him should become inspired,
either to fearn a Mishnah or take action,
whatever that may be. He never wished
to cause anyone to exert himself; but
I'm sure he'll be a meilitz yosher (advo-
cate) for anyone who does something
for him now. Each of us — buei Torah,
mechanchim, askanim, and ba’alei bat-
tim — should endeavor to learn from
him to serve Hakadosh Baruch Hu as
long as one has been granted strength
by Hashem,

“Tov acharis davar meireishiso. The
conclusion of a matter is always better
than its beginning” (Kohelles 7,8) The
reishis alone is not sufficient. It must
continually be built upon. The growth
of Agudas Yisroel and Camp Agudah
brought him much joy. His only desire
was that it should continue growing
meichayil el chayil, that Agudah should
continme to be the forum through which
gedolim disseminate their da'as Torah,
that it should be clear that Agudah stands
for “Mi laShem eilail — Those who are
for Hashem’s cause come join me!” and
that its purpose should be nothing other
than to perpetuate kevod Shamayim.

THE JTEWI1sSH

OBSECRYVER

For careful attention to your
individual needs, call us today!

(845) 354-8445

You can! Just call
The Yitti Leibel
H eIpIine.

HO RS

“I'wish I could
speak to a
frum therapist
on the phone

Morzday Fr1d1y .8am - 12pm
Monday- Thlusday Spm Hpm
Sunday ..o 9am Upm 9pm [me

(718) 4357669

(800) HELP—023
{(732) 363-1010
Clevetand {888) 209.8079
Baltimore (410) 578-1111
DIELEOIt ceeerrreenieeen e (877) 435-7611
Sar Diego cuveccvcreereneen. (866) 385-0348
TOTORLD vevreinrireisreranans (416) 784-1271

The Rebbetzin Phylis Weinberg Branch of the Yitti Leibel ielpline
T OhPAT NI TR0 N3 XTI AT o
frhen e &Y

oY RN 11‘! T T 13 e 1
'1,';’;"- ™ 3 ey
Dedicated by Mr & Mrs. Shmuel Boruch Wilhelm

Lakewood ........

‘without giving

my name.”
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Dr. Robert Sreter,MS DDS
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and Prosperous New Year
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' Wishing you a Happy New Year!
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Stop by or eall to find out about aur personalized service and

crstom-taibored fnenctad advice,

'13‘119 '1?3’1'11'11 '13’1"13

'1:111:) '1]?)'7 ' Lublcom Marketmg
S : ' Consulting
Rabbl__H M Felder 1428 361k St. Bidn, NY11218
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Shana Tova U mesuka |
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SAFRIN AssocmrEs
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Dr. and Mrs. Moshe Katz -
Lawrence NY 11559
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