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Pirchei Agudas Yisroel of America 

  

 לרפו״ש ר׳ יוסף בן איטא חיה, ור׳ אלטר חיים בן יהודית, ור׳ ברוך מרדכי בן טעסיל, ור׳ אברהם בן רחל, ור׳ מתתיהו חיים בן עטיל  
 ולרפו״ש לאה בת שרה ריבא, וביילא ברכה בת אסתר ורחל בת חיה ביילא בתוך שאר חולי ישראל

 
Yahrtzeits of our 

 ְגדֹוֵלי ִיְׂשָרֵאל
אלול  ד׳  

5603 - 5686 
1843 - 1926 

 was born in Latrimentz ר׳ ֵמִאיר ִׂשְמָחה ַהּכֵֹהן זַַצ״ל
(near Vilna), Russia to ר׳ ְקלֹונְמּוס ַקְלַמן, a 
wealthy merchant. At the age of seventeen, 
he completed his classic ֶמֶׁש: ָחְכָמה, but his 
father advised him against printing it at that 
time. He listened to ר׳ ְקלֹונְמּוס and never 

printed the ֵסֶפר in his lifetime. He was seventeen when he 
married ַחּיָה, the daughter of ר׳ ְצִבי ַּפְלִטיֵאל Makovsky of 
Bialystock. For the next 23 years, he learned day and night. 
In 1888, at the request of the ֵּבית ַהֵלִוי, he became ָרב of the 
 of Dvinsk. For nearly forty years he served as the ָּפרּוִׁשים
beloved leader of ְּכַלל יְִׂשָרֵאל and was one of the ְּגדֹוֵלי יְִׂשָרֵאל 
that founded ֲאֻּגַדת יְִׂשָרֵאל. His brilliant and classic work,  אֹור

 considered one of the greatest works of its ,ָׂשֵמַח ַעל ָהַרְמַּב״ם
kind of all time, is studied in all יְִׁשיבֹות today.   

  

 
 

 

Understanding Davening 
 לע״נ ר׳ משה בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

…ְלָדִוד ה׳ אֹוִרי ְוִיְׁשִעי   
 A psalm of David,  

  (ְּתִהִלים כ״ז) … is my light and my salvation ה׳
It is a widely accepted ִמנְָהג to recite this ֶּפֶרק in ְּתִהִלים from  רֹאׁש

 which ִמְדָרׁש is based on the ִמנְָהג This .ְׁשִמינִי ֲעֶצֶרת until חֹוֶדׁש ֶאלּול

explains: ה׳  — ה׳ אֹוִרי  is my light, refers to ְויְִׁשִעי ,רֹאׁש ַהָׁשנָה — 

and my salvation, refers to יְִצְּפנֵנִי ְּבֻסּכֹה ,יֹום ִּכּפּור — He will hide 

in me in His shelter, refers to ֻסּכֹות. The implication is that on 

 helps us see the light and gives us the opportunity ה׳ ,רֹאׁש ַהָׁשנָה

to do ְּתׁשּוָבה. On ה׳ ,יֹום ִּכּפּור provides us salvation by forgiving 

our sins. When the יֹום טֹוב of ֻסּכֹות arrives, we have been 

forgiven for our sins; ה׳ shelters us from our enemies and other 

dangers, just as ה׳ sheltered our forefathers when they were in 

the ִמְדָּבר — Wilderness.  
 

  

 
 

 
  

Torah Thoughts Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah  
(with kind permission from Rabbi Scheinbaum) 

eא תֵֹסף ָעָליו ְוeא ִתגְַרע ִמֶּמּנּו (ְדָבִרים יג:א)… ֵאת ָּכל ַהָּדָבר ֲאֶׁשר ָאנִֹכי ְמַצֶּוה ֶאְתֶכם   
 The entire teachings (lit: word) that I commanded you � you shall not add to it and you shall not sub-

tract from it. 
 Every ִמְצָוה in the ּתֹוָרה has its own purpose[s] and ד׳ in His ultimate wisdom knows exactly what we need 
to fulfil our ַּתְכִלית, mission, in this world. R' Samson Refael Hirsch זַַצ״ל explains that the ּתֹוָרה is ד׳’s instruction 
manual to teach us how to perfect our character and thus resemble ד׳ in this world. Subtracting or even adding to 
 R' Yitzchok ,מצות on ספר would create an imbalance in the Master Plan. In his soon to be published ִמְצֹות s’ד׳
Weiner ַׁשִליָט״א defines each ִמְצָוה according to R' Hirsch’s principal and offers many inspirational anecdotes to 
bring out the purpose of each ִמְצָוה. Below are a few explanations that are found in the writings of the ִראׁשֹונִים 
regarding this ִמְצָוה. 
 The :ִחּנּו explains that ד׳ is synonymous with perfection and everything that comes from Him is perfect. 
One who wants to add or subtract from the ּתֹוָרה is actually challenging ד׳’s perfection. [Editors note: This is 
similar to the famous words attributed to the יְִׂשָרֵאל ְואֹוַריְָתא ְוֻקְדָׁשא ְּבִרי: הּוא ַחד הּוא :זַֹהר — The Jewish nation, the ּתֹוָרה 

and ד׳ are one. Subtracting or adding to the ּתֹוָרה would be equivalent to ַחס ְוָׁשלֹום subtracting from or adding to ד׳.] 
 The Abarbanel explains that this ִמְצָוה proves that the ּתֹוָרה is not a man-made system that a person can 
add to. When we refuse to add to it, we are testifying that the ּתֹוָרה is Divine and comes directly from ד׳. [Editor’s 
note: When we live our lives based solely on His ִמְצֹות, and only His ִמְצֹות, we are living testimony  that ד׳ knows 
what we really need.] 
 The ְספֹוְרנֹו explains that one may want to add something that his contemporary culture thinks is good 
and even a ִמְצָוה, but this is wrong and immoral. For example certain cultures thought that sacrificing their 
children to their god was a moral thing to do, but it is really wrong. [Editors note: In our times we are witnessing 
how man-made laws are constantly being redefined. Good and bad is really defined by the needs of the genera-
tion, and man-made laws are written to define what is good or bad. A law that some action was unacceptable in 
previous generations and people were judged and punished for it can be changed in a man-made law system 
and all previous generations can become wrong.]  
 The Radvaz explains that this also means we are forbidden to edit the text of the ּתֹוָרה. If it was ever 
allowed to be edited, then the text would become an object of debate and controversy and it would not be the 
supreme authority. Also, if we would be allowed to edit the ּתֹוָרה then the first thing that would be removed would 

be the parts that do not honor the Jewish people like the sin of the golden calf. [Editor’s note: imagine if each 
generation had the opportunity of what should and should not be written in the ּתֹוָרה. Which parts would 

be left?]  

 

 

 was ר׳ ֵמִאיר ִׂשְמָחה ַהּכֵֹהן זַַצ״ל 
offered the position of ָרב of 
 s’ר׳ ְׁשמּוֵאל ַסַלנְט after יְרּוָׁשַליִם
 in 1906, but he bowed to ְּפִטיָרה
the entreaties of his ְקִהָּלה to 
remain in Dvinsk. Twenty 
prominent leaders of Dvinsk 
wrote to יְרּוָׁשַליִם as follows: 
“...We, of the Russian ּגֹוָלה in 
the city of Dvinsk, rise up in 
response to the report that the 
 wish to take away ְּבנֵי יְרּוָׁשַליִם
our ֶרִּבי, our teacher ... not only 
will they destroy us, but [it will 
destroy] the entire ּגֹוָלה for 
whom he is the ֶרִּבי and the 
address for all who seek the 

 ”;ד׳ word of ,ְּדַבר ד׳
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 לע״נ לאה בילא בת אלכסנדר משה ז״ל, לע״נ אסתר בת יהושע ע״ה,  לע״נ ר׳ דוד שמעלקא בן אברהם אביגדור ז״ל, לע״נ שפרה בת ר׳ מרדכי ז״ל
 לע״נ ר׳ אברהם אליעזר בן ר׳ נתן בנימין ז״ל,  לע״נ ליבא ע״ה בת ר׳ דוד זאב הי״ד,  לע״נ טשרנה בת ר׳ מאיר ליבער ז״ל

 לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י,  לע״נ הב׳ מתתי׳ ע״ה בן יבלחט״א משולם זישא הלוי נ״י
 לזכות לשידוך בקרוב לר׳ מנחם צבי בן איטקה שליט״א  ור׳ אברהם בן זיסל בתי׳ שליט״א

ר׳ ֵמִאיר  ִׂשְמָחה ַהּכֵֹהן 

 

PAI NEWS 
 

Due to tragic events taking 

place in ארץ ישראל and around 

the world, please try to say 

extra תהלים for אחינו בני ישראל in 

all of our תפלות and before/

after all of our learning and 

doing מצות. Every תפלה counts! 

In the זכות of the collective 

  

 

 

 This week’s issue is sponsored by: 

Rabbi Yosef & Rivka Gesser & Family 
 לע״נ ר׳ יוסף בן ר׳ אהרן יארצייט כ״ז מנחם אב

 
 This week’s learning program is dedicated 

 לרפואה שלמה לר׳ יוסף בן איטא חיה שליט״א
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 לע״נ לאה בילא בת אלכסנדר משה ז״ל, לע״נ אסתר בת יהושע ע״ה,  לע״נ ר׳ דוד שמעלקא בן אברהם אביגדור ז״ל, לע״נ שפרה בת ר׳ מרדכי ז״ל

 לע״נ ר׳ אברהם אליעזר בן ר׳ נתן בנימין ז״ל,  לע״נ ליבא ע״ה בת ר׳ דוד זאב הי״ד,  לע״נ טשרנה בת ר׳ מאיר ליבער ז״ל
 לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י,  לע״נ הב׳ מתתי׳ ע״ה בן יבלחט״א משולם זישא הלוי נ״י

 לזכות לשידוך בקרוב לר׳ מנחם צבי בן איטקה שליט״א  ור׳ אברהם בן זיסל בתי׳ שליט״א

  
 הדלקת נרות עש״ק
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 קריאת שמע 

 סוף זמן תפלה 
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 :Questions of the week ַרִׁש״י 

1. When freeing an ֶעֶבד ִעְבִרי, one should give him more than he deserves. 

Why? 
2. Who are the four recipients of הקב״ה’s ְּבָרָכה if we complete our 

responsibilities to the יָתֹום ,גֵר ,ֵלִוי and ַאְלָמנָה? 

Answers 

1. Because when we left ִמְצַריִם, we received from הקב״ה twice: once from  ִּביזַת
 after the splitting) ִּביזַת ַהיָם and then a second time by (before leaving) ִמְצַריִם
of the ד״ה ְוָזַכְרָּת ) (יַם סּוף … — 15:15). 

2. Your son, daughter, servant and maid servant are the four (of ours) that 
correspond to the  יָתֹום ,גֵר ,ֵלִוי and ד״ה ְוַהֵלִוי) ַאְלָמנָה … — 16:11). 

For sponsorship or comments, please call: 718 972 2188 or Fax: 718 506 9633. 

 

 sֶקיeה׳ ֱא sלֹו ִּכי ִּבגְַלל ַהָּדָבר ַהּזֶה יְָבֶרְכ sְּבִתְּת sא יֵַרע ְלָבְבeנָתֹון ִּתֵּתן לֹו ְו…  
 “You shall surely give him, and let your heart not feel bad when you 

give him, for because of this matter, Hashem, your G-d, will bless you ; ( ְדָבִרים

 (טו:י
 The ּתֹוָרה is teaching us a significant lesson: ְצָדָקה is our insurance 

policy. It protects us, as it prevents any evil from coming close to us. 
 The following story is just one of countless episodes that recount the 

remarkable consequence of giving ְצָדָקה. We must add that, as in all instances, 

there are many variables which play a role in a given situation. However, in the 

following episode we do see how giving ְצָדָקה with ְמִסיַרת נֶֶפׁש, utter devotion and 

self-sacrifice, literally saved a life. 
☼ ☼ ☼ ☼ ☼ 

 A very special ַּתְלִמיד ָחָכם, a kollel-fellow who devoted himself to ּתֹוָרה 

study to the fullest extent, was learning at home. It was a very special home — 

but, alas, a very poor one. The couple had been blessed with fourteen children. 

Obviously, money — and even food — was at a premium at this house.  
 The well-mannered children played quietly while their father was 

learning. Even the younger ones were invited to join the game to keep them 

from disturbing their father. 
 Their favorite game was hide and seek. It did not take too long before 

the young children became experts at finding great new hiding places. The 

children were looking high and low for the youngest child, who had eluded 

everyone and was not found in any of the usual hiding places. 
 A poor woman, in desperate need of food, knocked on the door. 

Answering the woman’s knock was the kollel fellow himself. 
 “I need a piece of chicken,” cried the woman. 
 In truth, the kollel-fellow felt sorry for the poor woman, but he really 

did not have very much to offer her in the way of food. 
 “I am terribly sorry, my dear woman,” he replied, “but I cannot help 

you. I have two chickens in the refrigerator which I have put away for the 

upcoming יֹום טֹוב, so that my family can enjoy the festival with a small piece of 

meat as prescribed by ֲהָלָכה. This is all we have for the entire family.” 
 “Please, I am begging you, I have not had a piece of meat in such a 

long time. I crave a small piece of chicken,” she implored. 
 A few moments passed and the young man decided that this woman’s 

health was certainly as important as his ִׂשְמַחת יֹום טֹוב, celebrating the festival 

amid joy. If she was so obsessed with eating a piece of chicken that she would 

beg him so profusely, then she should get it. 
 “Ok, I am going to give you a piece of chicken,” he said as he left her 

to go to the refrigerator for a piece of chicken. 
 Suddenly, there came forth a scream from the kitchen, as the young 

man opened the refrigerator door and beheld a shocking sight. His three-year-
old son had somehow hidden himself inside the refrigerator and had been 

trapped there. His lips were already blue, his skin had turned pale, his 

breathing was shallow and labored — but, he was still alive! A miracle! 
 the emergency rescue team, was immediately summoned and ,ַהָצָלה 

they began to resuscitate the young child, as they hurriedly transported him to 

the hospital. 
 With the help of ה׳, they succeeded in saving his life. All because of a 

piece of chicken. The gesture of giving ְצָדָקה, going out of his way to help a 

woman in need, saved the life of his child. 

 *In ר׳ ִסימֹון ְּבֵׁשם ר׳ ֶאְלָעזָר ,(ָּפָרָׁשה לד) ַוּיְִקָרא ַרָּבה asks on the words  א ִקְּדמּוe ַעל ְּדַבר ֲאֶׁשר

 because of the fact that they did not greet you with ,(ְדָבִרים כג:ה) ֶאְתֶכם ַּבֶּלֶחם ּוַבַּמיִם...

bread and water…Did ְּכַלל יְִׁשָרֵאל need their bread or water? For 40 years they 

had the ָּמן, the ְׂשָליו ,ְּבֵאר, and were protected by the ַעּמֹון .ַענְנֵי ַהָּכבֹוד and מֹוָאב were punished ( אe

ִּבְקַהל ה׳…יָבֹא ) for defying the basic etiquette of offering the travelling nation some 

refreshment. Says the ִמְדָרׁש, if the עֹונֶׁש for an unneeded ֶחֶסד was so severe, imagine the עֹונֶׁש for 

avoiding a real ֶחֶסד opportunity.  
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the ֵסֶפר ַאֲהַבת ֶחֶסד is far more extensive and 

A Loving Kindness Moment:  חלק ב׳ פרק ז׳ —ֵסֶפר ַאֲהַבת ֶחֶסד  

In conclusion, the ָחֵפץ ַחּיִים warns of the severity of avoiding ֶחֶסד by explaining a difficult קֶֹהֶלת ַרָּבה ) ִמְדָרׁש
 ,ד׳ denying the basic principle of Judaism.  If ,ּכֹוֵפר ְּבִעיָקר is being ֶחֶסד that states: refusing to do (ָּפָרָׁשה ז:ד

the ultimate ַּבַעל ֶחֶסד, wrote the ּתֹוָרה which is based on ֶחֶסד, then those who avoid ֶחֶסד are ּכֹוֵפר ְּבִעיָקר. 

  

Living with the Torah 
Life Saver 

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah 11 (with kind permission from Rabbi Scheinbaum) 
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*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of 
the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study. 

*Halacha Corner:  
 ִהְלכֹות ִעְנָיֵני ְדיֹוָמא: ֹראׁש חֹוֶדׁש ֶׁשָחל ְּבַׁשָּבת

• In מּוָסף of ַׁשָּבת רֹאׁש חֹוֶדׁש we say  ַָאָּתה יַָצְרּת instead on ִּתַּכנְָּת ַׁשָּבת. There 
are many that add זֶה ָקְרַּבן ַׁשָּבת ְוָקְרַּבן ַהּיֹום ָּכָאמּור to introduce the added 
 .ֶהְפֵסק if these words are a ְמֻסָּפק is ִמְׁשנָה ְּברּוָרה The .רֹאׁש חֹוֶדׁש of ָקְרָּבנֹות

• The ְּבָרָכה of  ַָאָּתה יַָצְרּת ends with: ְמַקֵּדׁש ַהַּׁשָּבת ְויְִׂשָרֵאל ְוָראֵׁשי ֳחָדִׁשים. If 
one forgets רֹאׁש חֹוֶדׁש and ends ְמַקֵּדׁש ַהַּׁשָּבת, then ְּבִדיֶעֶבד, he is יֹוֵצא. 

   
 fought valiantly against the reform ר׳ ֵמִאיר ִׂשְמָחה ַהֹּכֵהן ַזַצ״ל

movement. In 1860, he wrote (ָחְכָמה, פ׳ ְּבֻחֹקַתי ֶמֶׁש) that those 

who forget their origins, thinking “Berlin is ְירּוָׁשַלִים”, are doomed 

to destruction. During WWI, many Jews left Dvinsk to a safer 

haven. He did not join, explaining that he would stay as long as 
there was a ִמְנָין of Jews in town. “?װֶער װֵײסט װָאִסיז ּבֶעסֶער ― 

Who knows what is better? —  יֶעדֶער ּבָאמּבֶער הָאט זַײן אֵײגנֶער
 ”!Each bomb has its own exact address ― ִּפינקטלֶעכֶע ַאדרֶעס!

Sage Sayings 
Source: Heard around the Shabbos table 

 

 
 

 Focus on Middos בס״ד
A letter from a Rebbi (based on interviews)  

Dear  Talmid, 
 of his ְּגדֹוֵלי ַהדֹור was one of the leading ר׳ ֵמִאיר ִׂשְמָחה ַהּכֵֹהן זַַצ״ל 

time. In Dvinsk, he received visitors from the entire region, and was 

frequently consulted on issues affecting the community at large, including 

Poland and Lithuania. He repeatedly refused offers for the ַרָּבנּות in various 

large cities, including יְרּוָׁשַליִם, New York and Kovno.  
 His brilliance in ּתֹוָרה was evident as a young child, and can be 

seen through his original writings on the ָּפָרָׁשה written at the tender age of 17 

years old. In 1906, someone claimed to have discovered, and published, two 

 which had been considered to have been lost for ַּתְלמּוד יְרּוַׁשְלִמי of the ַמֶּסְכּתֹות

hundreds of years. Many ְּגדֹוֵלי יְִׂשָרֵאל embraced the work, and one even wrote 

a ֵּפרּוׁש on it. ר׳ ֵמִאיר ִׂשְמָחה (as well as the Rogatchover ָּגאֹון, the Gerer Rebbe 

and several others) was one of the prominent ַרָּבִנים who discovered the work 

to be nothing more than a very clever forgery. He denounced it as such and 

was proven correct.  
 To what did his parents attribute the ְזכּות of having such a chid? 

His father was ר׳ ְקלֹונְמּוס ַקְלַמן ַהּכֵֹהן, a highly respected, wealthy merchant 

from Latrimentz, near Vilna. His home was always open to any of the many 

visiting ַרָּבנִים and ר׳ ְקלֹונְמּוס .ַּתְלִמיֵדי ֲחָכִמים helped the travelers recover their 

strength before continuing on their way. 
 One such wayfarer, who stayed for several months, was the ר׳  ,ָּגאֹון

 of Titkin. When he finally took his leave, he blessed his host ֵמִאיר ִׂשְמָחה זַַצ״ל

with the fervent hope that he would have a son who would be a credit to his 

parents and a light of learning to ְּכַלל יְִׂשָרֵאל. In 1843, his ְּבָרָכה was fulfilled. 

The childless couple, ר׳ ְקלֹוְנמּוס ַקְלַמן and his devoted wife, named their only 

son ֵמִאיר ִׂשְמָחה, in honor of their one-time great guest and well-wisher. 
 My ַּתְלִמיד, when you perform a ֶחֶסד, you often will see how you 

will actually be helping yourself. You will be adding זְכּוִתים and planting the 

seeds of  ַָמִׁשיח. Through acts of ֶחֶסד, we will be זֹוֶכה to see our ְּגדֹוִלים, 

including ר׳ ֵמִאיר ִׂשְמָחה זַַצ״ל. 
 יְִהי זְִכרֹו ָּברּו*!

 ֶרִּבי Your  ,ְּביְִדידּות
 

 

 

 


