


Not fust a cheese, 
a traaition ... 

\; 
Haolam, the most trusted name in Cholov Yisroel Kosher Cheese. f 
A reputation earned through 25 years of scrupulous devotion to quality l' 
and kashruth. \Vith 12 delicious varieties. Under the strict Rabbinical 
supervision of K'hal Adas Jeshurun, N.Y. 

Kosher for Passover · 
Hao lam, a tradition you'll enjoy keeping. Haol ··. 
THURM >>ROK WORCD CH<IBCCO. >NC. NCW WRK," ~ m. Cholov Yisroel 

The Thurm Families 
wish Klal Yisroel a 
11:11\? 112)1jttt111;t 1J1;J 

you can trust ... 

It has to be 

Migdal the new, improved parve 
unsalted margarine r~~ 

Under the strict Rabbinical supervision of K'hal Adas Jeshurun, N.Y. THURM BROS., WORLD CHEESE CO., INC., N.Y. 



The Eisenberg children emigrated with their 
lather, a printer, and their mother. He was stricken 
with a debilitating disease requiring expenst .. 
medical treatment. Kole! America helps pay 
medical costs and subsidizes the meagre Income 
earned by Rachel Eisenberg. 

Moshe S. Is a brilliant Talmudic scholar. He came 
with bis wife and three children to study In an 
ad•anced Yeshl•a In Jerusalem. Kole! America 
proYldes a stipend allowing Moshe to d .. etop 
Into a Torah leader. 

Helpil)lg 
Americans 
In 
Israel 
KOLEL AMERICA, 

Jake P. went on Aliyah as a teenager, stayed and raised a 
familJ A highway accident left him disabled. Kole! Amer· 
lea supplements his dlsablllly payments and proYldes boll· 
day grants and crisis aid. 

Rabbi Meir Baal Haness, is the only group dedicated to 
aiding our fellow Americans in Eretz Yisroel. Especially 
in this Shmittah )'eaf, thousands ofKolel families, elderly 
couples, the ill, widows and orphans are depending 
upon Kolel America for their Rosh Hashanah-Succos 
holiday needs. 

WC proclaim it a 59CT€Q ()Plif/(ltkYJ'lllf)<;Jn evet.y/{r#to 
suppottKolelAmeticq111ostffl1leroos/J! 

Rablll Moshe l'elnstefn• 
Ratibf YaacOY Rndetman• 

-HOt;()1WiYl'llE$1J1lllAl7 
Ratibfvaacow lilln1eneu11f• 
RaMot l.lbalm .11 Scllehtllert 

RA~ .MralKim Pam 
Ratibf Elya Sftl 

Send )bur Generous Donation 'Ibday And Reap The Written Vow Of Our 
Founder, Rabbi Yehoshua Leib Diskin, ZT'L, The Brisker Rav: 

"I will be a Heavenly advocate intercedi11fi for the supporters of 
Kole/ America. They surely shall be inscribed and sealed in the 

Book of Life." 

---------------------------------------------
Here is my Rosh Hashanah-Succos donation to 

D $1000 D $500 D $250 D 5120 D $50 D $25 D $18 0$ __ 
Adopt Large Family Adopt Small Family Support A Couple Sustain A Widow Help A Student Feed A Child Chai For Ule E .. ry Amount Helps 

D Please send me a Charity Pushka 
0 Please send me a FREE Rosh 

Hashanah Food For Life Guide 

Name ___________________ _ 

Address __________________ _ 

City __________ State ___ Zip ___ _ 

Donations to Kole! America are tax deductible. 

KOLIEL AMERICA • The American Rabbi Meir Baal Haness Charity In Israel 
t32 Nassau Street • New York, N.Y. 10038 • (212) 732·1064 / 5422 Sixteenth A .. nue • Broolllyn, N.Y. 11204 • (718) 811·4111 

L---------------------------------------------J 



W e mourn with a profound sense of 
loss the passing of Maran Hagaon 

Rabbi Yaakov Yitzchok Ruderman, 1'.lt 

n:nJ'.1 P'i'.:l founder and Rosh Hayeshiva of 
Yeshiva Ner Israel in Baltimore. For the 
past fifty years, Rabbi Ruderman was a 
towering presence in the Torah world, a 
vestige of an earlier level of greatness, 
exemplifying by his own knowledge how 
vast the Torah is, and how it is possible for 
a single human being to master so much 
ofit. 

A close disciple of Rabbi Nosson Tzvi 
Finkel, the legendary "Alter" of Slobodka, 
Rabbi Ruderman enjoyed a close relation
ship with a number of Gedolei Yisroel of 
earlier generations-the sainted Chofetz 
Chaim, Rabbi Chaim Ozer Grodzenski of 
Vilna, and the Kovno Rav (the Dvar Avra
ham), amongst others-from whom he 
gained guidance and instruction, in the 
classical tradition of shimush talmidei 
chachomim. He arrived in America in 

1931, when he joined his father-in-law, Rabbi Shefte! Kramer, in Rabbi Levenberg's 
yeshiva in Cleveland (transplanted from New Haven). A year later he established Yeshiva 
Ner Israel in Baltimore with five students. Today its student body numbers over 600. 

Outstanding in his encyclopedic knowledge of Talmud, commentary and halachic 
responsa, he was remarkably effective in inspiring the young men under his care with 
his personal accomplishments and his rare hasmada (diligence), and his all
encompassing devotion and paternal concern for his talmidim-from the time they 
entered his yeshiva until many decades afterwards. 

Rabbi Ruderman's imprint on generations of aspiring talmidei chachomim is evi
dent in Torah institutions around the globe that his talmidim head, pulpits from 
where his talmidim give spiritual leadership to their communities, day schools where 
they teach and inspire a new generation of scholars, and communities where they 
provide Torah leadership. In particular he left his imprint on the Jewish community of 
Baltimore, whicq is perhaps singular in its religious renaissance, as a home for young 
Bnei Torah families, a community unparalleled in size and vibrancy in the United 
States, outside of the New York Metropolitan area. Rabbi Ruderman also left his mark 
on American Jewry through the Moetzes Gedo lei Ha Torah (Council of Torah Sages), 
the major policy-making body of Agudath Israel of America, whose conventions he 
graced with his presence and words. He was also deeply involved in Torah Umesorah, 
the National Society of Hebrew Day Schools, whose rabbinical board he led. With Rabbi 
Ruderman's passing at the age of 87 on Shabbos Parshas Balak (July ll), the era of the 
leadership of the European-born-and-bred Lithuanian-style Torah giants in America 
has come to an end. 

A full biographical article will il"'N appear in a forthcoming issue. 
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Dear Friend, 

Sometimes it seems as though every day brings new 
tragedies - tales that test our ability to show that we are part of 
Klal Yisroel, and that we share the suffering of our fellow Jews. 

We take the liberty therefore. of calling you, to help, as you 
have surely done many times in the past. 

S.T. is our American Yeshiva and Kollel product who settled 
in Yerushalayim with his family. After his years of learning, he 
supported his family through honest physical labor. Until 2 years 
ago when he was struck by an Egged bus. It is uncredible but 
true that, despite his continuing disability, Egged's lawyers are 
dragging him through the courts, refusing even to pay minimal 
support for his young family. All the while medical expenses 
are mounting and his family is left destitute, while their father lies 
in bed. 

Y.S. came to America 3 years ago for major surgery. The 
results were only partially successful!, but the expenses were 
huge. Y.S. is not a person who walks away from his debts. After 
struggling to pay as much as he could, he became ill from the 
strain. Now, he and his family are in desperate need. 

We plead with you - dear merciful children of merciful 
parents - join us in helping these two families that are victims of 
tragedy. Amid the many major causes that affect the future of 
our people, let us not be deaf to the weeping of suffering Jews. 
and their wives and children. 

Surely our compassion and generosity to S.T. and Y.S. will be 
rewarded tenfold with heavenly blessings of good health and 
joy for ourselves and our loved ones. 

Very Sincerely Yours, 

'R.g66i Afosfze 'Wolfson 'R.g66i Yeliwfali Oe{6aum 'R.g66i Slimue{ 'Dis/ion 
Torah Vodaath Machon Bais Yaakov Karlin Stolin 

Your checks can be made out to "Beth Aaron" and sent to 
Rabbi Yehudah Oelbaum 

1714 48th Street, Brooklyn. New York 11204 



~Parent, 
We are sorry to 

inform you that we 
have no rootnhfo~ 

urson Mos em 
~':it school this year· 

This isn't a bad dream. 
It's a living nightmare. It is a nightmare happening today. Thousands 

of these letters are waiting to be mailed to parents all across the land of 
Israel. Only the names of the children have not been filled in yet 

rtir.l" "'Qi :'i"M" "'C 
The government budget cutbacks have thrown the Chinuch Atzmai 

Torah Schools system into the severest crisis of its existence_ Entire 
schools. many in outlying areas where no other Tor ah schools exist. and 
classes in every one of the 300 schools and kindergartens in Israel. stand 
to be cut We are faced with the terrible choice of deciding :-:·:-:· ·:: 
which child will be given the chance to live. to learn Torah and 
r:~::· ·-::.~ ·~ which child will be turned away to a life empty of our sacred 
Tor ah heritage. 

And yet if we had the money we could 
accomplish more than ever before. 

Today in Israel greater opportunities exist than ever before_ A new 
powerful spirit of "T eshuva" is sweeping the land. Every day we get hun
dreds of phone calls from parents-many of them with no religious 
backgrounds-begging. crying. requesting. demanding. that we make 
room for their children in our schools "Help us! Save our children! Give 
them a chance to learn Torah!" 

3,000 New Children Already Enrolled. 
The 1987-88 enrollment requires us to open 6 new schools and 18 

new kindergartens in areas that didn't have Torah schools beiore, and to 
add 50 new classes to existing schools. lo make room for these 3.000 
children. If we had the funds. we could enroll another 50.000 children 
today 

Chinuch Atzmai's Terrible Dilemma. 
Now. instead of accepting new children, we face going in the opposite 

direction. After years of great personal sacrifice in bringing thousands of 
children in all corners of Israel into a real Torah Chinuch environment 
and increasing our enrollment steadily to over 40.000 children. we may 
have to tell these children to go back-back to the wilds of a world 
without Torah. without meaning. back to the streets where crime and 
depravity run wild 

"Is Torah only for 
Benai Brak and Jerusalem?" 

That is the cry of these panic stricken parents who face the chance of 
losing their child's seat in our schools. Our resources are stretched to the 
limit. We need teachers. books, classrooms. buildings. 

Ten million dollars today can save 
future generations for Torah. 
You make the choice! 

Torah for 

One Dollar Per Day 
It costs us one dollar to subsidize a child's Torah learning for one day. 

m 
r:=~-, 
L-v'.:..l 

Our goal Is to reach every 
Jewish child in every community 

and settlement in Israel. 

r----------------------
TORAH SCHOOLS FOR ISRAEL 
CHINUCH ATZMAI "'IO 'NJmm 1\ll'IM 1:>"\D 
167 Madiwn Avenue. New Yo,k. NY 10016 (212) 889·0606 

Yes. I want to buy Torah for a child in Israel. Please send me: 
0 a year of Torah for _ child/ children @ $360 
0 a half year of Tor ah for _ child/ children @ S 180 
0 I month of Torah for_ child/children @ $30 
0 _ day I days of Torah for _ child/ children @ $1 



Tll E: NINE DAYS 
My Introduction to Industrial Kashrus 

'!he following letter arrived unheralded at the editorial office of The 
Jewish Observer on May 1, with the article that follows, accompanied by a note from 
the author's Rosh Hayeshivaattesting to the writer's integrity, assuring us that he is 
confident that the article "contains no exaggerations." 

We showed it to several experts in the Kashrusfield. They concurred that while the 
situation described in the article is not typical, it is also not that exceptional. They 
also agreed that publishing it would be a public service, in line with heightened 
concern over kashrus, and the public's right to know and obligation to demand 
improved conditions. -N.W. 
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Dear Editor, l!J"1Y.ll> 

Enclosed please find the article entitled "The Nine Days," which [ am 
submitting for publication. The article describes my recent experience in the 
Hashgocho field and my reaction to that experience. 

I do not intend to malign any person or organization with this article in any 
way. I am, rather, attempting to describe whatI understand to be a problem of 
a national scale which crosses all organizational lines. For this reason, all 
names of persons, places, establishments, and organizations have been 
changed. Additionally, I have written the article under a pseudonym,. and I 
would request that, if you publish the article, no details about me be revealed 
except that I study in an American Kolle!, to protect the identities involved. I 
would like to reiterate, however, that except for the changed names, every 
detail in the article is completely true. 

Thank you very much. 
Sincerely, 
"Gershon Mark" 

The Jewish Observer. September 1987 



I.THE OFFER 

T he phone call could not have 
come at a better time. Only a 
few nights before. I had bal

anced the check book and assessed 
our current financial situation. Our 
cash flow had all but dried up. 

The job descliption. as I under
stood it then. did not seem to place 
severe limitations on my learning. 
Some days would be more work. 
some days would be no work at all. 
The daily pay was not exceptional. 
but it would amount to $20 per hour 
of work and commuting. and this 
seemed reasonable. Once in a while I 
would have to sleep over, but the 
majority of the time I would be able 
to return home. 1 had great hopes of 
continuing my second seder with 
my chavrusa. 

ll.ACCEPTED 

I called "Rabbi Alter:· and told 
him the good news. He welcomed 
me aboard. but admonished me 

not to abandon my new post until 
the end of this three-week kosher 
run. Since it was an exceedingly long 
commute for Rabbi Alter. it would 
place undue hardship on him to 
make an additional tlip to familiar
ize yet another new mashgiach with 
the plant. 

Rabbi Alter provided me with di
rections. We would meet at an inter
section some one and a half hours 
away. and from there proceed to the 
plant. I had thought that the plant 
was very close to our meeting place. 
but once we met. the town of"Nama
zev·: our destination. was still two 
hours away. 

I had much to ponder as I followed 
Rabbi Alter along the dark country 
road. The once gleaming opportuni
ty had now been severely tarnished. 
How could I make a seven hour 
round-trip commute daily? Even if I 
were to stay in Namazev every other 
night. the daily one-way trip would 
be extremely draining. Could I 
abandon my wife with our small 
children for longer periods of time? 
The daily pay hardly seemed like 
adequate compensation for such 
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hardships! Had I not misunderstood 
the location of the plant. and was I 
not absolved of any obligation? In 
spite of all my misgivings. I con
tinued on. Rabbi Alter. who was easi
ly in his sixties, could clearly not 
endure the rigors of such a long 
commute. If I were to back out now. 
the plant would be left without any 
mashgiach. The chillul HaShem 
that would result from this would be 
enormous .... It was a divine decree. I 
hoped fervently that the expelience 
should be divinely accepted, in some 
measure, as an erasure of misdeeds. 
We arrived. 

ID.ARRIVAL 

N orthbridge Chemicals was an 
impressive site, even at the 
advanced hour of 10:30 PM. 

The huge structure was illuminated 
by mercury lights, casting an eelie 
glow across the railroad depot in 
which it was situated. Steam was bil
lowing out of a tower. It seemed that 
the plant was anything but asleep. 
My hopes for a short work-day were 
slowly being dashed. 

We were ushered into a conference 
room. where some fruit had been 
placed on the table as a sorely needed 
refreshment. The boss would be in 
soon.Alter and I took this opportuni
ty to introduce ourselves. I told Rabbi 
Alter that I had no experience in 
industrial hashgacha, but I had 
studied YorehDe"ahforanumberof 
years. Rabbi Alter replied that ex
pelience was much more important 

Rabbi Gershon Mark 

than a knowledge of Yoreh De'ah. 
which had only limited value in 
hashgacha. Our immediate duties 
would be to kasher the facilities 
used in kosher production. Since 
the plant had not been in produc
tion over Shabbos (it was then Sun
day night), the machinery had al
ready remained unused the requisite 
twenty-four hours. We would then 
devise a "fool-proof' system to gua
rantee that the kosher production 
could not be tampered with, releas
ing the mashgiach from the oner
ous burden of constant supervision. 
Rabbi Alter related to me that he had 
been at Northbridge years before, 
when "United Kashrus" had first 
certified the plant. Northbridge pro
duced a number of ingredients that 
were used in over a hundred pro
ducts. Although he had not been the 
actual mashgiachat Northbridge in 
recent years, Rabbi Alter had been 
retained by UK as a technical advi
sor. He cautioned me that he only 
served in an advisory capacity, and 
he assumed no responsibility for the 
kashrus of the product. The actual 
responsibility for kashrush would 
be borne by myself, in my capacity as 
mashgiach. 

For the second time that evening, 
my head was full of questions. Ifwe 
were to devise a "fool-proof' system, 
what system had been operational 
until now? Why did Rabbi Alter 
refuse to take responsibility for the 
kashrus of the plant? Was Yoreh 
De'ah really not required knowledge 
to supervise such a large plant? How 
could we be guaranteed that the 
machinery had not been used for 
non-kosher within the last twenty
four hours? 

My ruminations were interrupted 
by the arrival of "Sal Romano," the 
plant manager. After brief introduc
tions, we discussed the task at hand. 
Rabbi Alter asked Romano as to who 
the manufacturers of the kosher 
source materials were at present. 
Romano answered, and Rabbi Alter 
was apparently satisfied. The ob
vious question crossed my mind. 
How could a non.Jewish plant man
ager, not bound by the laws of kash
rus, be trusted, by word of mouth, 
with the kashrus of the source ma-

9 



terials? I chalked it up to my in
experience. Romano then informed 
us that not all the machineiy had 
remained unused for twenty-four 
hours, and some tanks still con
tained non-kosher material. 

Rabbi Alter told me that I would 
decide the issue. It surprised me 
that a rookie mashgiachwasallowed 
to decide such a weighty matter, 
especially since my knowledge of 
Yoreh De'ah was untested and, in 
RabbiAlter's opinion, not really rele
vant anyway. I asked Rabbi Alter 

solve to call the UK in the morning, 
to confirm that this was indeed their 
policy.American kashruswas saved, 
at least for the time being. 

IV. PLANT TOUR 

U pon conclusion of our preli
minary discussions, we im
mediately began to tour the 

plant and supervise the kashering of 
the equipment. The kashering pro
ceeded without any major problems. 

Although the tanks holding the supposedly 
kosher source materials were all clearly marked, it 
was anyone's guess as to the actual contents of 
these tanks. 

whether the UK relies on introduc
ing a foul-tasting agent to the water, 
to allow kashering in such instan
ces.• He reiterated to me that I was 
the mashgiach, and it was solely my 
decision. I asked Romano whether 
they used detergent or caustic to 
kasher. He said that they had used 
detergent for years. 

Could the introduction of a foul
tasting agent be relied upon, and 
was detergent sufficiently foul-tast
ing to do the job? As I considered the 
issue, American kashrus stood 
breathless. !fl were to decide in the 
negative, hundreds of products 
would be invalidated. On the other 
hand, the reliability of all these pro
ducts would be lessened if I decided 
in the affirmative. My new role as 
protector of American kashrus 
weighed on me heavily. I decided 
that if it was, post factum (b'di
eved), kosher, I had no authority to 
require anything different. I did re-

•under normal circumstances, nothing may be 
kashered if it has been used \vithln the last 
twenty-four hours. This Is because the absorbed 
taste in the walls of the utensil has not yet spoiled, 
and will be re-absorbed by the utensil during the 
kashering process. This new absorption of good 
taste wiU invalidate the kasheting. The addition 
of a foul-tasting agent to the water will spoil the 
taste which leaves the walls of the utensil during 
kashering. Therefore, no good taste will be re
absorbed by the utensil. There exists a difference 
of opinion in halacha regarding this procedure 
(Yoreh De'ah 95:4], 
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I did insist that the covers to the 
tanks be closed as they were kash
ered, and I was particular that the 
water should reach a certain tem
perature during kashering. I la
mented the lack of any manual pre
pared by UK describing the required 
procedures in detail. The success of 
the operation hinged totally on my 
limited mental alacrity at 11 :30 PM, 
which was additionally diminished 
by my exhaustion and hunger after 
the long drive. Rabbi Alter, my 
"technical advisor," provided veiy lit
tle technical assistance that evening, 
himself being more tired and much 
more in need of an early end to the 
day. It was also my estimation that 
he was not well versed in the oper
ations of the plant. and could not. 
therefore, properly supervise its 
kashering. He, in fact, departed an 
hour earlier than I that evening, con
fident that the situation was well 
under control, under the watchful 
eyes of the rookie mashgiach. 

I attempted to do the best job that I 
could, under the circumstances. I 
dutifully followed the transfer lines 
from one vessel to the next. (I later 
deemed this procedure to be unne
cessaiy.) I made a written note of all 
the vessels that had been kashered. 
In spite of all my efforts, I still missed 
many lines and pumps and various 
other tubes and openings through 

which the product would travel. It 
was only after a week of careful 
observation that I learned of all the 
equipment that should have been 
kashered. Again, post factum, it was 
kosher. However, it was not the best 
possible job. Due to the complexity of 
operations at the plant. it seems 
unlikely to me that anyone could 
kasher the plant properly without 
detailed step-by-step instruction. 

During the plant tour, it became 
apparent that a number of problem 
areas existed. As it turned out, the 
UK was aware of almost all of these 
problems, and part of the eventual 
goal was to remedy them. One prob
lem was the status of the various 
hoses used in kosher production. 
Theywere permanently marked with 
the word "KOSHER" in several pla
ces. It had been assumed on pre
vious runs, and it was assumed on 
this run, that these hoses were never 
used for non-kosher production. 
However, this is halachically an un
founded assumption, since the 
kosher hoses could veiy easily have 
been misused. It also proved, in 
practice, to be an invalid assump
tion, as I noticed two "accidents" 
involving the hoses during my veiy 
short tenure. 

Another area of concern was acer
tain tank, directly above which some 
forty different pipe sections ended. 
These pipes carried various kosher 
and non-kosher ingredients. There 
was a concern that non-kosher in
gredients could be added to the tank 
by a direct vertical hose connection, 
and from there introduced to other 
tanks. In addition, non-kosher in
gredients could spill onto the top of 
the tank, which was hot. rendering 
the tank non-kosher. Such an inci
dent occurred during the first week 
of the run. 

The other, and perhaps most seri
ous, area of concern was the verifica
tion of the source materials. Al
though the tanks holding the sup
posedly kosher source materials 
were all clearly marked, it was any
one's guess as to the actual content 
of these tanks. The receipt of mate
rials had been going on unsuper
vised for quite some time. The kash
rus of these materials, and the even-
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tual kash111S of the finished pro
ducts were based solely on Romano's 
word. I again resolved to bring this 
up with the UK in the morning. 

As if the events of the day had not 
jolted me enough, I was to receive 
one final shock before I retired for 
the evening. I became aware that. as 
soon as the kasher!ng had been 
completed, the kosher ingredients 
would begin to be loaded. No proce
dures had been discussed for super
vising the actual production, for that 
was only to proceed once the plant 
had been "fool-proofed.'' It occurred 
to me that at this point, the onlyway 
to guarantee that only kosher ingre
dients were added would be to per
sonally supervise the entire loading. 
My weary body filed a protest, to 
which I acq u!esced. After all. even !fl 
did witness the entire loading of 
ingredients. I still could not attest to 
the kash111S of the product. for the 
contents of the raw materials tanks 
were unknown to me. All the prob
lems at Northbridge could not be 
solved in one evening, and some 
would just have to wait until the 
morrow. 

V. "FOOL-PROOFING" 

T he morning got off to a late 
start. The search for a tam
per-proof production system 

ran into deep trouble. The UK had 
hoped that the system could be 
hard-lined; i.e. all connections would 
be sealed for the duration of the 
kosher run. Unfortunately. this was 
to prove impossible, from a manu
facturing standpoint All hoses had 
to be steam-cleaned in between each 
use. Different lines were also needed 
to transport the product to different 
areas of the plant. and permanent 
connections were not possible. 

An alternative solution had been 
proposed by Rabbi Alter. Since most 
ingredients entered the plant over 
the one congested tank area des
cribed previously, if the non-kosher 
ingredients could be isolated in a 
manner in which they could not be 
easily introduced to the tank. the 
kash111S of the product would be 
guaranteed. The proposal, which was 
then implemented, was to attach 
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and seal extra sections of piping to 
the non-kosher lines, thereby divert
ing the termination of the non
kosher lines from directly above the 
tank-opening to the front of the 
tank. This would then impose a phy
sical constraint such that if the 
operator would desire to add a non
kosher ingredient. he would have to 

would not disturb anyone that great
ly, so weight was simply not a deter
rent. 

Another problem was that 1 later 
discovered an alternate line avail
able to add ingredients into the tank. 
and non-kosher ingredients could 
still be added without laying a hose 
on the tank. The most serious objec
tion, though, was that many ingre
dients were not added into this tank. 
Some were added manually to other 
tanks, and some were loaded through 
other lines .... The proposed deter
rent was actually no deterrent at all. 

In a subsequent phone conversa
tion with the UK that day. this sug
gestion of Rabbi Alter, of relying on 
the weight of the tank and its con
tents, was to become a major com
ponent in the architecture of kash
lllS supervision at Northbridge. The 
three objections to this measure that 
I outlined above would only be dis
covered in the ensuing days. Again. 
the lack of a proper working knowl
edge of the plant's operation precipi
tated a wrong decision by the mash
giach. and by the UK. 

The "fool-proofing" against adding non-kosher 
ingredients depended on monitoring the precise 
weight of the tank and its contents. But it turned 
out that the plant operators were not always exact 
in their weighings! 

lay a hose across the top of the tank 
to reach the tank opening; this open
ing was located near the rear of the 
tank. Since this tank was used to 
weigh ingredients, the hose lying 
atop the tank would affect the read
ing. This weight discrepancy would 
then be a natural deterrent to the 
addition of non-kosher ingredients. 

There were three major objections 
to the validity of this measure. 1 was 
later to discover a hose which had 
taken up almost semi-permanent 
residence on top of that tank. After 
discussions with a member of the 
staff. it became apparent that opera
tors were not always exact in their 
weighings, and the readings could 
be hundreds of pounds off. It seemed 
that the weight of a non-kosher hose 

There were other components in 
the "fool-proofing" plan. In order to 
insure the integrity of the source 
materials received. I would have to 
be present during the loading of all 
the materials into their respective 
storage tanks. I would witness the 
breaking of the seal on the carrier 
before the material would be 
pumped. After a few brief discus
sions with plant personnel. it be
cameclearthat it would be very diffi
cult to witness the entire pumping 
of materials. Ingredients arrived by 
tanker truck or rail car. Although 
Northbridge would attempt to coop
erate, they could not guarantee that 
all shipments would be received at a 
specified time. such that the mash
giach could arrange to witness the 
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It was discovered that Northbridge used a number 
of other ingredients that were not stored in tanks, 
and were unknown to both the "United Kashrus" 
and "Rabbi Alter," the technical advisor. 

pumping. The seals had to be broken 
an hour before the pumping, so that 
the company could sample the pro
duct. This meant that the mashgi
ach would now be needed for an 
additional hour. Once pumping be
gan, a tanker truck was emptied in 
forty-five minutes. However. in the 
case of a rail car, it took up to three 
days to empty. The pumping con
nection could not be sealed for the 
duration of the pumping because 
many times the car would be moved 
to allow access to another rail car. It 
was clear that another system would 
have to be devised. 

In addition, I had not received any 
written instructions as to which 
source materials required this su
pervision. Rabbi Alter had told me 
that certain materials did not re
quire hashgacha, but I would have 
been happier If the UK had given me 
specific instructions. As it would 

later be discovered, Northbridge used 
a number of other ingredients that 
were not stored In tanks, and were 
unknown to both the UK and Rabbi 
Alter. They were mostly inert mate
rials, not requiring any supervision. 
However, the UK had not Issued any 
directive regarding how these in
gredients should be treated. 

VI. AFFIXING THE LABEL 

A nothercomponent of the plan 
was that I would have to wit
ness all final-stage packag

ing of the finished products. This 
would involve witnessing several 
operations, occurring at different 
locations in the plant. Under the 
previous system. the company was 
allowed to affix the kosher labels to 
the kosher products at its discre
tion. The possibility existed that the 
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company could affix kosher labels to 
some non-kosher products. By su
pervising all packaging, it would be 
guaranteed that the labels were be
ing affixed accurately. 

This proposal proved to be quite 
Impractical. The UK had assumed, 
quite incorrectly, that Northbridge 
did not manufacture around the 
clock. In reality, the plant produced 
twenty-four hours a day. During my 
tenure, arrangements were made for 
me to witness some part of all pack
aging operations. Romano confessed 
that it was made possible only be
cause the company had badly mis
managed their production schedule 
for this run. Even with the com
pany's cooperation, I was still able to 
witness only part of each packaging. 
There was still no iron-clad guaran
tee that the company would not use 
some of the available labels for non
kosher products. 

General label control was also 
problematic. Although I was in
structed to place the label-maker 
under lock and key, the production 
of the labels could not be supervised 
properly. The labels were printed 
before each kosher run. The print
ing lasted for a few days. Some 
method still had to be devised to 
guarantee that no extra labels were 
printed. 

Rabbi Alter told me that in addi
tion to the labels, a letter of certifica
tion would be required to accom
pany each shipment. This would 
Insure that the product received by 
the customer was properly super
vised. Since I was uncertain as to the 
contents of the source material stor
age tanks, I felt that I was unable to 
sign a letter that the product was 
kosher. I was doing my best to su
pervise, but I could not guess what 
was in those tanks. I complained to 
the UK later that day that I was only 
being paid for hashgacha; neuius 
(prophecy) would require a much 
larger salary. 

VII. THE PHONE CALL 

I had been clamoring for much of 
the day that I must call the UK 
office and receive clarification as 

to my exact duties. It seemed to me 
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that in order to fulfill all the UK's 
requirements for kashrus super· 
vision at Northbridge, hashgacha 
temidis (permanent hashgacha
that is a staff of three mashgichim}
would be required. Not realizing that 
the plant produced round the clock, 
UK had thought that one mashgi· 
ach was sufficient. The UK had also 
entrusted Rabbi Alter with develop· 
ing the "fool-proof' system, which 
had not as yet been successfully 
designed. 

l also had agreat desire to discover 
the basis for kashrus supervision at 
Northbridge prior to my arrival. It 
was clear that I was to be the begin· 
ning of a more stringent supervision, 
but what had been the justification 
for the previous hashgacha? 

Rabbi Alter did not think that it 
was necessary to call the UK. After 
all. the situation was basically under 
control. He was convinced that the 
scheduling of the packaging and 
receipts of materials could be worked 
out between Northbridge and myself 
to mutual satisfaction. In addition, 
the products produced by North· 
bridge are not edible, and they are 
used in the eventual product in such 
minute amounts that the eventual 
product was kosher, anyway. I must 
admit that the thought had crossed 
my mind that this argument had 
been the justification for the pre· 
vious lax supervision, but it did not 
seem appropriate to certify these 
products as kosher unless they were 
really kosher. 

The phone call was enlightening. 
The rabbi at the UK told me that he 
had wondered, himself, what the 
basis of the previous supervision 
had been at Northbridge. A different 
rabbi at UK was later to confess that 
the situation really had no halachic 
basis at all, but was rather the result 
of years of backsliding. Regarding 
the question of the addition of a foul· 
tasting agent to the water, it was 
indeed the UK's policy to rely on this 
method when necessary. (I was later 
told by a different rabbi that this 
method was only relied upon when 
the non-kosher had not been actu· 
ally non-kosher material, but rather 
had only been halachically non· 
kosher for other reasons. In the 
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situation at hand, however. actual 
non-kosher material had been used 
on the machinery beforehand, and a 
caustic should have been used.) 

The ensuing debate of the prob· 
lems of supervision at Northbridge 
was a see-saw affair. It took some 
time before the rabbi appreciated 
the grm1ty of the situation. When it 
finally set in, he proposed to Rabbi 
Alter that Northbridge be dropped 
by the UK. Strangely. Rabbi Alter 
requested that Northbridge be re-

Alter was an independent consult
ant for a number of kashrus organi· 
zations, and they had requested him 
to personally guarantee the kashrus 
of Northbridge products used as in· 
gredients in products which they 
certified.) The "deterrent" at the cen
tral tank was cited (based on weight 
control). l did not see how we could 
possibly continue giving kashrus 
approval to Northbridge products 
without three full-time mashgichim. 
The rabbi at UK, however. suggested 

The company had been allowed to affix kosher 
labels to the kosher products at its discretion. This 
would change. I would supeIVise all packag;ing, 
guaranteeing that the labels were being affixed 
accurately. 

tained at least through the duration 
of this run. (This request seemed 
very out of place, at the time. After all. 
since Rabbi Alter was not the mash· 
giach for this run, and he was not 
being paid by the UK, what differ
ence did it make to him whether the 
UK certified Northbridge? It was only 
later that I discovered that Rabbi 

that a hashgacha temidis was not 
needed, for if non-kosher was added, 
it could possibly be caught by the 
one mashgiachat large. The rabbi at 
the UK said it was exactly like "yo
tzei v'nichnas," a concept which 
allows a mashigach to leave tern· 
porarily since the workers are always 
fearful of the mashgiach 'simminent 
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return. They would therefore be 
afraid to add non-kosher material 
even in his absence. The exactness 
of the analogy escaped me, for this 
plant worked round the clock, and 
the mashgiach would understand
ably not be there for long stretches 
during the night. It was decided to 
await a decision by the UK rabbini
cal board. 

The decision came through a short 
time later. 'Yotzei v'nichnas"would 
be relied upon for the production. 
However. the mashgiach would have 
to be present for all receipts of source 
material and all final-stage packag
ing. Satisfied, Rabbi Alter was now 
prepared to return home and leave 
me in control. I still raised my objec
tions that it would be very difficult to 
be present for all packaging and 
receipts, but it was to no avail. I told 

Romano. Otherwise. they might 
schedule packaging at a time when I 
would not be there. I told Romano 
that I would arrive the next morning, 
but he shouldn't schedule anything 
too early. When he pressed me for an 
exact time, I told him that I could not 
provide one. As I drove home that 
evening, I wondered whether anyone 
at Northbridge really was concerned 
that I might return that evening. 

VIIl. THE BOSS 

A s in any association, a good 
rapport was crucial. In the 
course of those few days, 

Romano and I would share many 
hours in his office. Sometimes we 
negotiated ways to improve the su
pervision, and other times we just 
conversed about the kashrus situa-

It was clear that I was meant to be the beginning 
of a new, more stringent supervision, but what had 
been the justification for the previous hashgacha? 

Rabbi Alter that the situation was 
much more difficult than I had orig
inally anticipated, and I would ask 
the UK to find a replacement for me 
very quickly. He bid me farewell. 

In some ways, the requirement for 
attendance at packaging and receiv
ing conflicted with the yotzei v'nich
nas methodology. A case in point 
occurred that very evening. I had to 
return home that evening. However, 
1 could not return at 11 :30 AM the 
next morning without first telling 

tion in general. He would always 
stress that he was a religious man, 
and that he certainly did not com
promise the kashrus of the products 
produced in his plant. 

One day, I viewed a company 
memorandum on his desk top. It 
described the company's policy to
wards recent complaints by their 
customers for delays in the delivery 
of orders for kosher products. The 
company declared their innocence, 
as they had not deviated from the 
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UK's requirements during all the 
years of their supervision. The sud
den requirements by the UK for more 
supervision, and the resulting delays 
in production, were all the UK's fault. 

I mentioned to Romano that there 
had been a couple of recent scandals 
in kashrus supervision, and it had 
spawned a new wave of consumer
ism. The new requirements were a 
result of this new consumer aware
ness. Romano reflected that he was 
under pressure from both ends. This 
limited, to an extent. the ability of 
the UK to make demands on North
bridge, for fear that they might drop 
the entire kosher product line. On 
the other hand, Romano noted, the 
kosher product line provided good 
steady business for Northbridge, and 
would not be relinquished so quickly. 

A phone call arrived one day from a 
customer of Northbridge. Their 
kashrussupervisingagencyrequest
ed a plant tour of Northbridge. Ro
mano bemoaned the fact that he had 
ever allowed this customer's kash
rus agency to tour his plant. three 
years ago. He related that he has had 
nothing but trouble since then. It's 
not surprising! He hoped for the day 
that Northbridge would not be ln the 
spotlight anymore. 

Romano asked me whether I 
thought that Northbridge was the 
only plant in the country with such 
lax supervision. He told me that he 
doubted it, which echoed my opin
ion. He emphasized. again, that at 
least his operation was honest. Some 
of his competitors were less than 
scrupulous, in his opinion. He re
lated how he had once chemically 
analyzed a competitor's product in 
order to discover a way to compete 
with him. It was a purported vegeta
ble product and, I assume, had some 
form of kashrus certification. He 
wrote a string of subscripted C's on 
the chalk board. He explained to me 
that animal fats have traces of odd
numbered carbon isotopes, which 
do not occur in vegetable fats. He 
discovered some odd-numbered iso
topes in his competitor's product. 
The point was that the honesty of 
the staff at Northbridge was the real 
guarantee of the kashrus of their 
products, and not the kashrus su-
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The Kashrus of the "Northbridge" products 
revolved on the concept of "yotzei v'nichnas"-fear 
that the Mashgiach may appear at any moment. 
which in theory prevented the addition of any non
kosher ingredient. 

were prepared to drop Northbridge 
from their certification. As I prepared 
to leave Wednesday night on the first 
leg of my seven-hour journey, a rabbi 
at UK told me that they were prepar
ing to close up their operations at 
Northbridge. I asked the rabbi 
whether I should bother returning 
the next morning. He told me to 
return: perhaps an eleventh-hour 
salvation would be forthcoming.As I 
drove away that evening, the sun 
had almost set on American kash11.LS. 

pervision. It was truly a moving ar· 
gument, but it was, unfortunately, 
halachically invalid. 

One day, Romano asked me the 
question that I had been avoiding 
for a while. Would I ever eat products 
that contained the ingredients pro· 
duced at Northbridge? I answered, 
with a sign, in the affirmative. After 
all, these ingredients constituted less 
than l /60 of the final product. and 
were therefore halachically insigni· 
ficant. That factorwas not a basis for 
kash11.LS certification of these ingre· 
dients, but the final product was 
kosher. Also, the present supervi
sion was adequate and promised to 
improve in the future. It would not 
undo the years of lax supervision, 
but. ... Maybe, one day, I would have 
more fortitude. 

IX.SHABBOS 

J ust as Shabbos is different 
from all other days of the week, 
so too was the Shabbos su

pervision of Northbridge to be more 
problematic than any of the other 
weekdays. Would the workers be 
scared of a mashgiach who couldn't 
appear on Shabbos?lt soon became 
apparent that someone would have 
to stay on site. in the plant. for 
Shabbos. Namazevwas not exactly a 
growing Jewish metropolis, and it 
was doubtful that any volunteer 
would be forthcoming. 1 had already 
extended myself by staying until the 
end of the week, but Shabbos was 
out of the question. 

Somehow, the Shabbos issue had 
been overlooked when the doctrine 
of yotzei v'nichnas had been im
plemented that Monday. Perhaps 
other problems had been more press· 
ing: perhaps there was hope that the 
kosher production could be shut 
down for Shabbos. After days of 
negotiations with Romano, an im-
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passe existed. He was not capable of 
halting either kosher or non-kosher 
production over Shabbos. Due to 
the manufacturing processes in
volved. it would cause a significant 
financial loss to Northbridge. 

Romano asked me what the UK 
would decide. I told him that I really 
could not anticipate their decision. 
Basically, the UK had two options. 
They could remove their certifica
tion. This would have unprecedented 
legal effects for the UK and North
bridge. as many companies relied on 
Northbridge as their sole supplier of 
these products. On the other hand, 
the UK could continue their certifi
cation, since it would be no worse 
than the situation which used to 
exist prior to this run. Hopefully, in 
the near future. physical improve
ments to the plant would bring the 
supervision up to the UK's present 
standards. 

It is to the UK's credit that they 

X. THE FINALE 

Good news awaited me upon 
my arrival the next morning. 
The UK had found a volun

teer to stay at the plant for Shabbos. 
Admittedly. it was only a stop-gap 
measure. This run would be com
pleted with Shabbos supervision, 
but the status of future runs would 
have to be negotiated. 

I was also informed that morning 
that a replacement mashgiach had 
been located. He would only be avail· 
able beginning Monday afternoon, 
so I was asked to stay aboard just a 
little bit longer. I requested that the 
new mashgiach should arrive early 
enough in the day to receive a full 
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I, the Mashgiach, was on a seven-hour round-trip 
home .... Was anyone in Northbridge worried that 
I might pop in and catch them red-handed? 

briefing from me before I left. I was 
warned that the new mashgiach 
might be late. because he had pre
vious commitments that morning. 

That Monday was to be an exceed
ingly long day. I stationed myself 
near a second story window. with a 
good view of the parking lot. As the 
hour grew late, my hopes for a return 
home at a sensible hour became 
remote. On the other hand, did I 
really have to remain until the new 
mashgiach arrived? I began work 
that morning at 8:30. Besides a brief 
lunch break, I had worked the entire 
day. If I were to stay until I fully 
briefed the new mashgiach, as I 
eventually did, I would not be able to 
leave Namazev until 11 :30. It was 
almost certain that I was to receive 
no additional compensation from 
the UK for my extended service. As a 
rabbi at UK told me. he understands 
my position. but he does not write 
the checks. Again, I was being re
quested to be the selfless guardian of 

American kashrus. I was to be re
warded with a midnight drive 
through fog and rain and a 2:30 
return home. 

Besides my regular duties as 
mashgiach, I spent my last days at 
Northbridge preparing a memoran
dum for the UK. Included were de
tailed descriptions of the plant oper
ations, kashering procedures, prob
lem areas and the mashgiach 's 
duties. It also contained an analysis 
of material and label control. and 
specific suggestions for an integ
rated system of supervision and 
Inspection which would alleviate the 
need for semi-permanent super
vision and which would make the 
hashgacha at Northbridge abso
lutely halachically acceptable. 

Needless to say, this additional 
project was undertaken as a volun
teereffort. It was originally discussed 
as something that would be nice for 
the UK to have. (My opinion was that 
it was an absolute necessity.) In the 
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end, the UK required the document 
to be rushed to them by night cour
ier. Northbridge was scheduling a 
meeting to discuss physical im
provements to its plant two days 
after I left. The UK needed an analy
sis of the improvements and their 
impact on kashrus supervision, to 
be able to respond to Northbridge"s 
proposals. I spent the day after my 
return finishing the project. The re
sulting memorandum was a highly 
technical twenty-five page docu
ment. Again, the additional work 
was to be mostly uncompensated. 

XI. EPILOGUE 

T he entire experience at North
bridge left me with one last
ing impression. The UK. and 

undoubtedly other kashrus organi
zations, were suffering from an acute 
deficiency of information. A kashrus 
organization should be aware of all 
the particulars of the simplest plant 
which they supervise. It goes with
out saying that the operations of a 
complex plant like Northbridge 
should be fully documented. 

The first step of any kashrus su
pervision. therefore, should be a thor
ough analysis of the plant by trained 
personnel. In the case of Northbridge, 
two weeks of investigation and ob
servation would have been neces
sary. Plants with simpler operations 
would require less time. In no event 
should certification be granted until 
the organization's rabbinical board 
has reviewed every detail. 

After the methods of supervision 
to be employed have been decided 
upon. a written document should be 
prepared incorporating all the find
ings of the investigation committee. 
and all the recommendations of the 
rabbinic board. The most immediate 
advantage of this system is that 
guesswork would be eliminated. The 
organization would now have a clear 
picture of their halachic require
ments. The mashgichim could be 
given detailed instructions, and 
decisions would no longer be at the 
mashgiach's discretion. Most im
portant of all. the quality of supervi
sion could be monitored. 'Years of 
backsliding" would never occur. be-
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cause the requirements would be 
permanently recorded. 

Although it seems almost incon
ceivable that any professional or
ganization would not have written 
records of their clients, this is unfor
tunately not the case with ka.shrns 
organizations. lwonderwhetherthe 
memorandum that I sent to the UK 
was the first such report they had 
ever received. The situation is addi
tionally compounded by the fact that 
large organizations certify hundreds 
of companies.A thorough analysis of 
eveiy plant under supervision would 
take years of energetic effort, and 
would also be an expensive proposi
tion. However, despite the difficul
ties involved, the campaign to im
prove American kashrns should not 
be limited to increased supervision. 
A concerted effort should also be 
maintained to bring kashrns super
vision to the world of pen and paper. 

Xll. WHOSE FAULT? 

By now, the reader must cer
tainly have an accusing fin
ger directed at the villain(s) of 

our stoiy. After all, shouldn't the 
ones responsible for feeding the 
American Jewish consumer hun
dreds of negligibly supervised pro
ducts for years be candidates for 
immediate retribution? However, 
before we prepare the gallows, it 
might benefit us to identify the true 
culprits. 

Not too long ago, my wife returned 
home with a recently published 
children's book. One of the pages 
had an illustration of happy chil
dren near a candy machine, burst
ing with the gastronomical ecstasy 
of the moment. The page was cap
tioned: "Eating kosher foods is a 
mitzva that'ssoeasytodo." It did not 
impress me at the time as an un
usual statement. It was only after my 
return from Northbridge that I real
ized the profundity of the message. 

The children in that book are really 
just representing the greater Ameri
can adult Jewish population. "Keep
ing kosher is easy" is a myth that we 
have been perpetuating for years. We 
have indulged ourselves. We can treat 
ourselves to hundreds of different 
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brands and flavors of cakes, cookies, 
confections, ice cream and snacks. 
Cereals, once limited to a few brands, 
are now available in abundant vari· 
ety. All the basic cooking supplies 
are also in abundance; oils, spices 
and tomato products are never in 
short supply. Almost unbelievably, 
in most cases we need not pay one 
penny more for the kosher product. 
The favorite brands are all kosher, 
and they are available even in the 
most far-flung areas of the countiy. 
Who can not recall finding kosher 
food in the general store while vaca
tioning in some small town? In short, 
we enjoy the convenience; we enjoy 
the variety; we enjoy the low price. 

sonnel. This would cost a bit of 
money. Let us then suppose that the 
committee recommended a semi
permanent mashgiach and im
provements to the plant. The price 
tag has now jumped to hundreds of 
thousands of dollars. If the company 
has some kind of national market, it 
cannot compete due to the added 
costs of improved supervision. Let 
us now suppose that our hypotheti
cal company produced ingredients 
used in many products. Their cus
tomers, who have national markets, 
refuse to absorb the added cost of 
the kosher ingredients. Soon ka.sh
rns newsletters proclaim that tens, 
and maybe hundreds of products 

The children's book had an illustration of happy 
children near a candy machine. The caption read: 
"Eating Kosher foods is a mitzva that's so easy to 
do." Only after my experience in Northbridge did I 
realize the profundity of the message. 

We have exhorted the kashrns or
ganizations to "make it kosher," but 
we have not been equally insistent 
that they make sure that it's kosher. 
The kashrus organizations have 
responded with, in some instances, 
faulty supervision and less than pro
fessional standards. Can we blame 
them? Let us suppose, for instance, 
that the UK would insist on a detailed 
plant analysis. The job could only be 
performed correctly by trained per-

have lost their certification. Would 
we applaud the UK for their vigorous 
defense of American kashrns, or 
would we accuse them of malicious 
tampering with our diet? 

On the other hand, couldn't the 
kashrns organizations assign the 
income from less expensive opera
tions to maintain supervisions to 
cover the extra costs of supervising 
the more complex Northbridge 
operations? 

INSURANCE BROKERS & CONSULTANTS 
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60 I 0 · 15th Avenue/Brooklyn, N. Y. l I 2 I 9 718-851·7000 
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We, the consuming public, have exhorted the 
kashrus organizations to "make it kosher," but 
have not been equally insistent that they make 
sure it's kosher. 

An alternative lo certifying all the 
production of a national brand would 
be to certify only some of its produc
tion. The plant would be fully super
vised for the duration of the special 
kosher production. In some cases. 
non-kosher production of other 
products would have to be halted in 
order to fully guarantee the kashrus 

of the kosher production. Under this 
system, the kashrus of the product 
could be scrupulously maintained 
during the entire production. This 
alternative. however, has some dis
tasteful side effects. These products 
would no longer be conveniently 
available at our neighborhood groc
ery store. In addition, since these 
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The prominent British artish (who is presently studying in yeshiva) was 
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two great leaders. 

The portraits were produced in lithograph on high grade heavy off-white 
textured art paper. They are individually numbered and signed, embossed 
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*The portrait of Reb Moshe zt"l appeared on the cover of The Jewish Observer, October 1986. (The portrait 
of Reb Yaakov Kaminetzky zt"l can be seen in JO November '86 and February '87.) It should be noted that the 
earliest numbers in a limited edition are most prized and valued and these may be secured by early order. 
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products would now be available 
only at the kosher food store. the 
price would undoubtedly rise. 

A number of Swiss chocolates are 
presently manufactured under such 
supervision. They are not readily 
available and they are expensive, but 
their kashrus is unquestionable. 1 
recently heard a very Orthodox local 
rabbi complaining about the in
creased demands being placed upon 
kashrus organizations by kosher 
consumers. He noted that unless we 
are satisfied with what is "halachi
cally" kosher, all of our products will 
have to be produced on a contract 
basis, like the Swiss chocolates. He 
was not prepared for this method of 
kashrus supervision. Are we? 

As a case in point, consider North
bridge Chemicals. The UK negoti
ated with Northbridge a $25,000/ 
year salary for a mashigach. In real
ity, this is very small compensation 
for the work involved and the diffi
culties incurred by the remoteness 
of the plant. The mashgiach will 
clearlynotfeelmotivated to put forth 
any more effort than his meager 
salary dictates. Until the proposed 
physical improvements occur at 
Northbridge, three mashgichim 
should really be required to do an 
adequate job. Even though $100,000/ 
year would have been a more realis
tic estimation of the cost of the 
hashgacha staff. the UK could not 
ask for more than $25,000. Our in
sistence on the price and variety of 
the products which use ingredients 
from Northbridge was the cause for 
compromising its hashgacha. 

Once the UK and other kashrus 
organizations have been somewhat 
vindicated, perhaps we should tum 
our wrath upon the villainous Rabbi 
Alter. Was it not he who could have 
investigated more thoroughly? Could 
he not have given the UK more in
formation. allowing them to design 
stricter guidelines? Although this 
would seem to be a logical approach, 
it really is an injustice of sorts to 
Rabbi Alter and other mashgichim 
like him. 

Rabbi Alter is an extremely reli
gious man. There is, without ques
tion. no doubt that he would not 
consciously compromise the kash-
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rus of anything that he supervised. 
However, Rabbi Alter entered the 
worldofhashgachamanyyearsago. 
The general populace was then ex· 
tremely uneducated. The resulting 
demands on kashrus organizations 
were correspondingly small. Some of 
the mashgichim that developed in 
that environment were never prop· 
erly trained. They were never taught 
to conduct painstaking inquiries. 
They were never taught to be ac· 
countable to the central organiza· 
lion. These mashgichim were al· 
lowed to blaze their own trail, and in 
some cases, they were incapable of 
doing so without professional gui· 
dance. Rabbi Alter's entry into the 
field of hashgacha was an act of our 
ignorance; his continued status as 
an independent mashgiach is an 
act of our negligence. 

Good hashgacha requires compe· 
tent, well· trained mashgichim. Well· 
trained mashgichim require train· 
ing, and training requires money. In 
addition, not everyone is qualified 

for the job. Certain levels of intelli· 
gence and energy are prerequisite. 
Unless hashgacha offers compeli· 
live salaries, qualified candidates 
will look elsewhere for employment. 
In summary, hashgacha will only 
improve when we are ready to finance 
its improvement. Until then, we will 
be the ones truly responsible for 
faulty supervision. 

XIII, RESOLUTION 

A fter we have resolved to take 
a vigorous stance in pursuit 
of higher standards in kash· 

rus, we must search for the proper 
course of action. It might be nice to 
imagine a broad consumer uprising, 
levying strict demands on the kash· 
rus organizations for scrupulous 
kashrussupervision.At the moment, 
however, this strikes me as idle fan
tasy. We are too deeply entrenched in 
the quagmire of American kashrus 
to remove ourselves by our own 
deeds. Could we back up our words 

with concrete actions? Would we be 
willing to forego certain products 
before their reliability could be un· 
equivocally established? It would be 
too difficult to do without certain 
staples such as cooking oils and 
cereals. Even non-essential items 
such as potato chips and ice cream 
have become a cherished part of our 
diet. The Talmudic observation that 
a prisoner can not release himself 
from prison can be apily applied to 
our situation. We most desperately 
need a concerted effort of all con· 
cemed. 

It is time that rabbis, lay leaders 
and kashrus organizations assume 
a sincere and impassioned com
mitment and involvement in up· 
grading kashrus supervision. It is 
everyone's problem-not just the 
other guy's; and so is the solution. 
Only then will American kashrus no 
longer be randomly compromised. 
Only then will the consuming public 
be properly served-both gastrono
mically and spiritually.• 

We would like to extend 
best wishes for .a 

K'siva V'chasima Tova 
Book Club 

825 Forest Avenue/Lakewood NJ 08701 (201) 363-2958 
to all our friends and especially to the Principals, 
teachers and students of the following schools 
whom we have been privileged to serve. 

Akiva/Nashv1lle. TN 
Akiva Academy of Oallas/Dalias. TX 
Akiva Hebrew Day School/Southf1eld, Mi 
Ateret Torah/Bklyn. NY 
Bais Yaakov/Ch1cago, IL 
Bais Yaakov Academy/Bklyn, NY 
Bais Yaakov of Flatbush/Bklyn. NY 
Bais Yaakov of 18th Ave.!Bklyn, NY 
Bais Yaakov of Queens/Kew Gardens. NY 
Sais Yaakov School for Girls/Owings Mills. MC 
Beth Jacob Beth Miriam/Bronx. NY 
Beth Jacob ~ay School/Bklyn. NY 
Beth Jacob East Side/New York. NY 
Beth Jacob High School/M1am'i Bch FL 
Beth Tfiloh Day School/Baltimore. MO 
Bezalel Hebrew Day School/Lakewood_ NJ 
Birmingham Jewish D S /81rm:ngham. AL 
Bnos Israel School/Brooklyn. NY 
C.E.S. Jewish Day School/Rockv1lle MO 
Cheder L.ubavitch!Ch1cago. IL 
Cincinnati Hebrew 0 S/C1nc1nnat1, OH 
Clifton Jewish Center/Clifton. NJ 
Emek Hebrew Academy/No_ Hollywood. CA 
Epstein Hebrew Academy/St. Lou:s. MO 
Hebrew Academy/Phliadelph1a. PA 
Hebrew Academyllnd1anapohs. IN 
Hebrew Academy/Long Beach. NY 
Hebrew Academy. Suffolk Co.!Sm1thtown NY 
Hebrew Academy. TidewaterN1rg:n1a Bch-. VA 
Hebrew Community School/Savannah, GA 
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Hebrew D.S. Montgomery Co./Sliver Spr:. MD 
Hebrew D.S. of E Ct./Norw:ch. CT 
Hebrew Day Institute/Rockville. MD 
Hebrew Acad. of Essex Co./W_ Caldwell. NJ 
Hillel Academy/Binghampton. NY 
Hillel Academy/Passaic. NJ 
Hillel Academy/Denver. CO 
Hillel Academy/Milwaukee. WI 
Hillel Academy of Dayton/Dayton. OH 
Hillel Hebrew Day School/Berveley Hills_ CA 
Hillel Torah N. Suburban/Skokie. IL 
Hillel Yeshiva/Ocean. NJ 
Jewish Center for Special Ed.!Bkiyn. NY 
Jewish Day School/San Antonio. TX 
Jewish Educational Center/Elizabeth. NJ 
Jewish Foundation School/Staten Island, NY 
Kadimah Hebrew Academy/Woodland Hills_ CA 
Kadimah School of Buffalo/Buffalo. NY 
Magen David Yeshiva/Bklyn. NY 
Max Gilbert Hebrew Academy/Dewitt. NY 
Memphis Hebrew Academy/Memphis, TN 
Merrimack valley Hebrew Acad./Lowe!I. MA 
Mesiftha Tifereth Jerusalem/New York, NY 
Prospect Park Yeshiva/Bklyn, NY 
Providence Hebrew D SIProv1dence. RI 
Rabbi A. Gross Hebrew Acad.IMiam1 Sch .. FL 
Rabbi Raymon Yeshiva/Edison. NJ 
Rockland Hebrew Day School!Monsey, NY 
Rudlin Torah Academy/Richmond. VA 
San Diego Hebrew Day School/San Diego CA 

Scranton Hebrew Day School/Scranton 
Seattle Hebrew Academy/Seattle. WA 
Shalom Torah Centers/Matawan. NJ 
Shulamith School for Girls/Brooklyn. NY 
South Bend Hebrew D $/Mishawaka, IN 
So. Penisula Hebrew Day School/Sunnyvaie. CA 
Sullivan Co. Hebrew Day School/K1am1sha Lake. NY 
The Emanuel Streisand SchoolNenica. CA 
The Hebrew Academy/Westminster CA 
Torah Academy of Phila.Ardmore. PA 
Taras Emes Academy/Miami Beach. FL 
United Hebrew Institute/Kingston, PA 
Westchester Day School/Mamaroneck NY 
Yeshiva Academy/Harrisburg, PA 
Yeshiva Beth David/Monsey. NY 
Yeshiva Beth YehudahlSouthf1eld, Ml 
Yeshiva Central Oueens!Flush1ng. NY 
Yeshiva Gedola Cheder/Sou!h Fallsburgh NY 
Yeshiva Ketana of Ocean Ave.!Bklyn, NY 
Yeshiva Kol Torah/Bklyn_ NY 
Yeshiva of North Jersey/Teaneck. NJ 
Yeshiva of Spring Valley/Monsey. NY 
Yeshiva Ohr Elchonon Chabad/Los Angeles. CA 
Yeshiva Ohr Yisrael /Queens, NY 
Yeshiva R'tzahd/Brooklyn, NY 
Yeshiva Rabbi Chaim Berlin/Bklyn. NY 
Yeshiva Rav lsacsohnllos Angeles. CA 
Yeshiva Sharei Hayosher/Bklyn. NY 
Yeshiva Tiferes Tzvi/Ch1cago. IL 
Yeshiva Torah TemimahJBklyn. NY 
Yeshiva Torah Vodaath/Bklyn. NY 
Yeshiva Toras Emes/Bklyn, NY 
Yeshiva R.S.R. Hirsch/New York_ NY 
Beth Jacob School/Montreai. OU 
Torah Academy/Winnipeg Man 
Yeshiva Yesodei Hatorah/Toronto ONT 
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nnN O'P'N nnN ':> 
1)'? O'P1 nnN 11:i11 

''For You, G-d, are true and Your 
word is true and endures forever.'' 

Rabbi A. Scheinman shares with the readers an exam
ination of the concluding phrase of the Rosh Hashana 
section of the Amida-a phrase that we utter eight times 
on the first days of the New Year, associating G-d and His 
word with Emes, truth ... and eternal existence. What is 
meant by this terse expression? Why is "Emes" chosen to 
personify G-d's imprint on Creation and the special nature 
of this day? 

I. DAY OF "EMES" 

0 n the first day of the year. the 
day marking creation. we re
fer to G-d as Elokim Emes

G-d of Truth. What do we mean by 
"G-d ofTruth"?-that He fulfills His 
promises? This cannot be, for that is 
the essence of the second half of the 
sentence 1).!J o~pl nnN 11J1l"-Your 

Rabbi A. Sheinman, who studies in a Kollel in 
Jerusalem, is a frequent contributor to these 
pages. 
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word is truth and exists forever." 
Does it mean that He-as distinct 
from idols-is "the true G-d"? It 
seems unlikely that on Rosh Ha
shana we should address Him as 
the "true G-d amongst other gods." 
One instinctively feels that on that 
day of all days we should not be 
addressing Him in terms of actions, 
attributes, or in distinction from 
idols. Rather we should be referring 
to Him with our most profound un
derstanding of Him, and with our 

deepest perception of His relation
ship to us. 

Truth, then. seems inadequate, for 
while it strikes one as a valuable 
attribute. it doesn't seem to be a 
matter of essence. Furthermore, it 
does not even appear to be a positive 
quality. Kindness, wisdom, strength
these are positive aspects of one's 
character. Truth, however. would 
appear merely to represent the ab
sence of falsehood-not a quality 
that adds or intensifies that which 
exists. but merely an absence of 
corruption. 

A similar problem arises when try
ing to understand the Gemora that 
describes "truth" as the insignia of 
G-d. An insignia is representative of 
the person, his essence conveyed in 
a single mark. How does truth satisfy 
this function? 

One more point. Why do we not 
refer to the element of judgment in 
our description of G-d? ls the day 
not the Yom Hadin?Even the Mish-
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On Rosh Hashana, the day when we are most 
profoundly aware Qf creation ex-nihillo, we are finally 
able to discern that nothing at all qualifies as emes

nothing but G-d Himself. 

na changes its description of the 
Yorn Hadin of Rosh Hashana. The 
other days of judgment enumerated 
in the Mishna are described as days 
on which mankind Is judged in re
gard to water ... grains ... fruits. 
Rosh Hashana. however, is presented 
as the day when "the people of the 
world pass before Him as the chil
dren ofMaron."Why is it not phrased 
simply as, "people are judged on 
Rosh Hashana"? 

ll. "FOR YOU ... ARE TRUE" 

F irst let us define what consti· 
tutes an essential character· 
lstlc of G-d. The Maharal ex

plains that any Divine attribute that 
is shared by human beings cannot 
be referred to as His essence. For 

example, since a person can be re
ferred to as chacham, gibor, or 
rachum-wise, strong or merciful
these attributes cannot constitute 
His essence. Admittedly, His cha ch· 
ma and His gevura are infinitely 
greater than ours. but nonetheless 
both-His and ours-share some 
commonality. True, He has endowed 
us with these attributes and may at 
any instant withdraw them from us. 
But, as long as we possess them, we 
share a point in common, and that 
rules them out as essential charac
teristics of G-d. 

There is only one point that dis
tinguishes totally between the Crea
tor and His creations, concludes the 
Maharal, and that is existence itself. 
G-d exists. He exists ... because He 
exists. His existence is intrinsic.And 
that is why the most essential Divine 
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name is the one known as Havaya, 
from the root hayo-"existence."We, 
who are created, do not have an 
independent existence of our own. 
Creation ex nihillo means that our 
separate existence is not truly our 
own but, rather, is contained within 
the existence of the Creator. Many of 
the Rishonim (early commentators, 
11th-15th centuries) phrase this by 
saying that G-d is muchrach ha· 
metzius-existence imperative. His 
existence has no "cause" or "rea
son." By contrast, we exist "be· 
cause .... " 

Let us, then, redefine emes and 
sheker at its most basic. Speaking 
the truth or lying is only a manifes
tation of emes and sheker. If an 
entity presents itself as something 
that it is not. is that not more of a 
sheker than merely speaking false 
words? If a man dresses in white, 
carries a black leather bag, and treats 
patients although he never studied 
medicine-is that not a much more 
profound shekerthan when one who 
merely lies and says, "l have a medi· 
cal degree"? 

Let us go one step further in our 
examination of sheker and emes. ls 
not a movie, a dream. a mirage, 
sheker itself? These present an 
image of a scene or event. claiming 
existence, while in reality they do not 
exist at all! ls this not a more extreme 
case of shekel'? It is by this "mirage"· 
standard that we measure the emes 
quotient of the entirety of creation. 
On Rosh Hashana, the day when we 
are most profoundly aware of crea
tion ex·nihillo, we are finally able to 
discern that nothing at all qualifies 
as emes-nothing but G-d Himself. 
Everything, in essence, is hevel ha· 
volim-a figment of illusion ... ka· 
chalom ya'uf-dissolving as does a 
dream. Only One remains, and that 
is G·d. Emes as associated with G·d 

The Jewish Observer, September 1987 



is not an attribute nor an assess
ment of the truthfulness of speech. 
Rather, it is that which most pro
foundly defines G-d for us. His 
insignia is indeed emes: nnN 'J" 

"nnN D'P'N 

ill. "1))J D'i'l !lY.lN 11:111" 
''YOUR WORD IS TRUE 

AND ENDURES FOREVER" 

But the above description of 
reality is still incomplete. 
Hashem is emes and He has 

spoken. Each word, each utterance 
of G-d is emes-no less emes than 
G-d Himself, as it were: nr.iN 11:rn 
lYJ o>p1. On two occasions G-d spoke: 
at Creation and at Mount Sinai: and 
one can say unequivocally, "Let there 
be light'' is emes. and ''.Anochi 
Hashem Elokecha-I am the L-rd 
your G-d" is emes. The Creation is 
emes, and the Torah is emes. Inas
much as creation is a dvar Hashem. 
(the word of G-d) and portrays itself 
as dvar Hashem. it is emes. It is a 
truth drawn from the great Truth, a 
truth endowed upon the cosmos: 
removed somewhat from its Source, 
but emes. nonetheless. (By the same 
token. any person or action that reb
els or disassociates itself from dvar 
Hashem is outside of the realm of 
emes.) Thus, the second part of the 
phrase: "u'devarcha emes-and 
Your word is truth." 

What is the test of truth? What is 
the litmus paper by which we de
termine emes?It is the test of dura
bility and permanence: that which 
truly exists will remain so. Those 
things that are but a pretense at 
existence eventually dissipate. The 
dream, the mirage, the hallucination 
are all ephemeral. Shlomo Hame
lech says: lYJ )1'll llY.lN nov-"Lips of 
truth endure forever." (In this vein 
we understand the Midrash that 
Yaakov Avinu, the paradigm of 
truth, lo mes-did not die .... Also, 
the attribute that bestowed immor
tality to the town Luz was the mida 
of emes . ... Even the veiy word mes, 
dead, is a truncation of and sever
ance of emes!) 

In sum, that which exists perforce 
does not owe its existence to the laws 
of cause and effect, and is therefore 
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timeless and enduring. By contrast, 
when something exists only as the 
result of an initial cause, its exist
ence is time-bound, and the day 
must come when it will disintegrate. 
We now can understand the third 
phrase: i>i7 D'Pl ... nnN D'P7N nnN ~J 
" ... and endures forever." 

IV. 1j:>\:Jl !lY.lN ))11 Jl\J 
TOV AND RA/GOOD AND EVIL, 

EMESAND SHEKERI 
TRUTH AND FALSEHOOD 

0 ur deeper understanding of 
emes and sheker gives us a 
new basis for defining and 

distinguishing between tov and r"' 
not merely dealing with the attrib
utes or particulars of tov and ra, but 
contrasting them in terms of their 
very essence. 

Tovwas created as a dvar Hashem 
and therefore exists with that same 
essential quality of emes. Ra, on the 
other hand, exists only as an illu
sion, a fantasy, or a figment of the 
imagination. It may be vivid-more 
vivid than reality. It assaults our 
senses, inflames our passions, and 
obsesses us with desire. But when 
the eager tongue has finally grasped 
the ra, he finds it to be cotton 
candy-disintegrating, and leaving 
him as unsatisfied as ever. It exists 
only on the plane of the senses: let 
the person be stripped of his senses, 
and his powers of reason cannot 

fathom the attraction, the lure of ra. 
As Maimonides says in his Com
mentaiy on Mishna I Chagiga II, l J: 
No passion exists without a short
coming in the person's rational 
faculties. 

The first conflict in histoiy be
tween tov and ra was at the eitz 
hadaas, the Tree of Knowledge, and 
it is there that one can most clearly 
perceive the dichotomy between 
reality as it is, as opposed to the way 
it is presented by the yeitzer hara. 
G-d created the eitz hadaas as a 
poison. and that is the way that it 
should have been perceived. But how 
did Chava perceive the tree? Tov 
le'echol (good to eat) ... ta'avah 
l'einayim (alluring to the eyes) ... 
nechmod l'haskil (desirable as a 
means of wisdom). How so? Rashi 
answers, "vateira ha 'is ha: divrei ha
nachash-and the woman saw 
I through I the words of the serpent." 
The serpent's strength lay in his 
ability to distort the truth and pres
ent a false image of reality. He even 
created the illusion of a mitzva and 
spiritual growth in regard to the 
fruit of the tree. The ra existed ... 
only as the words of the nachash 
presented it. This may be why on 
Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippurwe 
pray for the abolition of the kingdom 
of wickedness as a whole, and the 
"closing shut of iniquity's mouth" in 
particular. For the kingdom of evil 
exists primarily as a projection of 
the mouth of iniquity. 
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CALL NOW 

YOU WON'T MISS A DEADLINE! 

23 



Any characteristic that people share with the 
Creator-strength, wisdom, compassion ... no matter 
on how small a scale-must be ruled out as one qf 

His essential characteristics. 

Chazal (rabbis of the Talmud) 
have alluded to the illusory property 
of ra in many different ways-for 
instance. "No person dies having ful
filled even halfofhis desire" (Koheles 
Rabba 1.13). Of course, since desire 
is not the product ofreality, how can 
one ever find complete fulfillment? 
Also, Chazal have established that 
"Hirhurei avaira" [fantasy] are 
"worse" than the aveira itself. The 
explanation would be that the pur
est form of ra is found only in illu
sion. When the person eventually 
fulfills his desires, ra itself never 
manifests itself in reality as perfectly 
as it did in imagination. 

If the seat of evil and falsehood is 
the mouth, the organ of the ser
pent's seduction, il'!:> ~npn nn':nY ("in
iquity will close its mouth"), what 
element counters this? How do 
Chazal describe the attachment to 
reality that is the hallmark of truth? 
Let us examine a few statements of 
Chazal and see for ourselves: 

• A major difference between 

shekerand emes, according to Cha
zal, is that falsehood has no "feet" to 
stand on-a description of both the 
construction of the letters of the 
word ipv (one leg each) and its in
trinsic properties. The attachment 
to "reality" is manifested by the feet. 
Here. too, the word nr.iN is written 
with letters that each have two feet 
or a firm base. Even colloquially. we 
refer to a realist as someone who 
"has both feet on the ground." 

• Mazikim (demons) are des
cribed as differing perceptibly from 
humans only in the fact that they 
have the "feet of chicken." Their 
appearance is human in every way, 
except that they are lacking in real
ity. Chicken claws are a weak con
nection indeed to emes, reflecting 
the embodiment of ra, sheker, and 
above all. illusion, which is the es
sence of mazikim. 

• Perhaps dearest of all, Chazal 
have compared the satan to an 
armed robber sitting at the cross
roads, robbing wayfarers. Each per-

the becnstcl~ 

1314 Ave. P (side door) 
Municipal Parking - Around the corner 
718-627-8724 

STUNNING UPDATED FALL COLLECTION 
Re-opening Aug 17 with regular hours 

24 

SUll. TUES. ·WED. THURS. 11·5 
FRI. 12·5, MOTZAEI SHAB80S 10-11:30 

EV£S. MOll.·WED. 7:30-10 
APPOlllTMOOS WELCOME 

SALE 1111 SUMMER MERCHAllDISE 
CALL FOR SUMMER HOURS 

son that passes by pays him the 
tribute he demands. Until one day 
the wise man passes by and upon 
closer examination discovers that 
he is ... legless! So. too. conclude 
Chazal. the wise man scrutinizes 
the yeitzer hora carefully and then 
realizes that he is a fraud. 

This can help us understand the 
crucial episode dealing with the eitz 
hadaas, and the punishment meted 
out to Adam. Chava and the na
chash. Adam was created with the 
breath of G-d-pure and emes, and 
thus meant to exist eternally. in line 
with u'devarcha emes v'kayam 
lo'ad. Once he was entrapped by the 
serpent's counsel and partook of the 
eitz hadaas, no longer was he pure 
and emes, but a mixture of true and 
false. real and illusory, eternal and 
ephemeral. It was here that death 
crept in. Every human being eventu
ally reveals this illusory element. this 
flaw .... The haughty emperor that 
deifies himself and cruelly enslaves 
the populace of the world ultimately 
turns into a putrid carcass and, 
eventually. a handful of dust. 

How was the serpent punished? 
He was forced to forfeit his legs. This 
personification of shekerpreviously 
had raglayim. and now he has none. 
From that time on. no person is ever 
completely fooled bythe yeitzerhora. 
Down deep he recognizes that it is 
false and rootless, that it has no base 
in reality. no leg to stand on. Who 
knows? Perhaps neuroses and psy
choses are the healthy reaction of 
the person's sense of truth. as he 
attempts to reject the mound of lies 
and illusions that endeavor to lull 
and to comfort him. 

Since the time of the serpent. this 
has been the eternal battle between 
man and evil. The serpent's strength 
lies in his mouth. the strength of 
seduction (pituy hayetzer) ... fangs 
injecting their powerful venom. Man. 
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for his part, fights back by using his 
inherent sense ofrealityand truth to 
reject the lures of the nachash. How 
is this eternal battle described? 'You 
shall crush his head [withyourfootl. 
while the serpent will attempt to 
smite your heel [with his mouth!!" 
The core of the eternal batile be
tween good and evil is the struggle 
between holding on to the truths 
extant in creation, and falling prey to 
the words of the nachash-the stark 
facts of reality versus the illusions 
spun by the mouth. 

An outstanding tribute to this 
power of inherent emes as symbol
ized by the feet was rendered by 
David Hamelech. '7ll1, 'Jl1 'TIJ\!Jn 

w11nn !1'J';! 'n1N !11J'71n"Icontemplated 
my path. and my feet brought me to 
the House of Study." While David 
Hamelech was hesitant about his 
proper course of action, his feet 
would lead him to the right place. 
(How remarkable that the archety
pal man of truth bears the name 
Yaakov, derived from the word "ei
kev-heel"-so described because 
his first instinctive act was to grab 
Eisav at his point of weakness-his 
heel!) 

V. ROSH HASHANAAND 
CREATION RE-ENACTED 

0 urinsights into the nature of 
emes and shekerat the time 
of creation-proper can help 

us understand their meaning in re
gard to creation-reenacted, on Rosh 
Hashana: While other holidays refer 
to events within a created world, 
Rosh Hashana refers to creation 
itself. Today is the day that we focus 
on G-d as being emes, the only real
ity, the metzius hamuchreches. He 
is Elokim Emes. Not a Divinity that 
acts truthfully or speaks the truth: 
He is true, for He is. We are not 
Period. 

Endowed with this awareness, we 
are immediately awakened to the 
corollary of u'devarcha emes: If G-d 
is truth and existence, then His world 
is the same-an existence that is a 
part of His all-inclusive existence. 
Insomach as we and our world are 
rooted in His words, we too are real 
and do exist. We proclaim G-d' s unity 
in Maleh us (the portion of the tefilla 
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CORRECTIONS & OMISSIONS 

The vignette "But Why Tehillim?" that was featured in last month's 
Jewish Observer was written by Devora Oberman (nee Kramer), a grad
uate of Yeshiva of Brooklyn, who now resides in Lakewood, New Jersey. 

The photograph of the dinnerof Agudath Israel of America on page 46 of 
the same issue was taken by Ed Bernstein of Denver. 
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Durability and permanence are the tests ef truth. 
Those things that are but a pretense of existence 

are destined to dissipate. 

that recounts G-d's majestic rule). 
and we relate His majesty to our
selves as Zichronos (a tefilla that 
recalls Biblical events of Divine 
judgment and mercy)-seeing our
selves within the historical conti
nuum that proclaims Malchus, a 
unit within the reality of G-d. 

most essential distinction between 
tov and ra. We need look no further 
for definitions, distinctions, and dif
ferences. Rather. we have perceived 
tov as existing and ra merely as pre
tending to exist. Emes/tov is firmly 
rooted on the ground, having its 
three raglayim •planted on the turf 

This perspective on Creator and 
Creation brings us to the truest and 

*Each of the three letters of Emes stands on a 
firm base: m:iN. 
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of reality-u'devarcha emes. She
ker/ra shimmers above the ground. 
a magnificent illusion, but void of 
reality. 

That is why the Yam Hadin of 
Rosh Hashana is presented in the 
Mishna in a very different manner 
from the other days of judgment. 
Every other din (dealing variously 
with water. grain and fruit) is a pro
cess of judgment within the context 
ofreali ty. Meri ts are weighted, faults 
revealed. and judgment proclaimed. 
Things can be slightly meritorious. 
very meritorious or completely meri
torious. Not so on Rosh Hashana. 
Things either are there or they are 
not. Either they are real or illusory. 
The Mishna describes this as "pass
ing before Him as ldo I the children of 
Maron." Every creation must pass by 
before its Creator. The "robber with
out legs" !see Midrash before], the 
sheker that has no raglayim. the 
mazikim with their "chicken-like 
claws"-all these apparitions are 
separated from the genuine body of 
creation. Ra is separated from tov at 
its root, at its very base. 

On this day, the blast of the shefar 
proclaims. "Awaken from your slum
ber!" IRambam Hilchos Teshuva]. 
Slumber ... sleep transports a per
son from reality to illusion. For sleep 
is host to the world of dreams, and 
Chazal have described dreams as 
perforce being false or containing at 
least some element of untruth. Just 
as in our world nothing exists with
out at least agrain of truth, so in the 
world of dreams nothing exists with
out a grain of falsehood. And it is 
this world-the slumber of illusion
that the shojar dispels. 

On the Great Day of Ultimate 
Judgment, G-d will reveal Himself, 
"and the kingdom of evil will dispel 
itself like smoke." Then will occur, 
not the destruction of evil but. rather, 
the revelation that it never really 
existed.• 
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The Zionist Congress Elections: 

THE VOTE 
THAT WAS NOT CAST 

"YOUR VOTE IS IMPORTANT" 

S uddenly Torah Jewry's parti
cipation in the World Zionist 
elections became the most po

tent tool available to block the Re
form onslaught against Torah in 
Israel. The Religious Zionists of 
America (Mizrachi)-bolstered by the 
UOJCA. the Rabbinical Council of 
America, and the Young Israel-en
gaged in a costly mail and advertis
ing campaign, pointing out how 
Agudath Israel members, bnei Tomh, 
and others who normally do not vote 
for Mizrachi, should on this one 
occasion vote for the Mizrachi dele
gation in the coming World Zionist 
Congress. because "my vote" pro
vided the only hope for realizing the 
vision of"aproudJewish State ... in 
step with the times, yet living up to 
the commandment, values, and tra
dition of Torah." More important, 
"my vote" would make certain that 
Reform and other anti-Datl forces 
would not succeed in their attempts 
to take over the World Zionist Or
ganization, putting into effect dras-
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OFFICIAL BALLOT 

Q SLATE1-

.,,-.,.,:;ud1e.i 
0 St.ATE 3-ZIONIST ORCANIZATION 

8h':IW¥~~-:.. ••• 
0 SlATE4-STUOENT~RAEt.. 

0 SLATE 5-A ZAIASSOCIATION OF 
R ORM ZIONISTS OF 
A ERICA 

0 SLAT£$-HE 
SE IAR 
lJni Zi 1s1 isioni$ls ol 
Am ~a-Bel•t nisl Yovlh 
019•niia1ion 

Q SLATE 7-THE PROGRESSIVE 
ZIONIST LIST ... Americans 
for P109resslve lu•tf
H•shomer H1U11ir 

SLATE J-REL.IGIOUS ZIONIST 
MOVfMfNT-
AMI -

SLATE t-FFUENOS OF LA80A': 
NA· AMAT, 1.ZA, HADONJM 

A sample slate for the election of American 
delegates to the World Zionist Congress was 
mailed out to members of the Religious Zionist 
Movement. 

tic changes in charity funding in 
Israel. to the detriment of Torah 
interests. 

From the pre-state days, under the 
initiative of David Ben Gurion, the 
Zionist leadership had made peace 
with some minimal demands of the 
religious establishment. Whatever 
its own religious leanings, it agreed 
that control of the rabbinate and 
custodianship over the status quo 
(regarding KashnLS, Shabbos, and 
personal status, such as marriage 
and divorce) be in the hands of the 
Orthodox, and also accepted uncon
ditional funding for social welfare 
programs in yeshivas and other 
Torah institutions. These are being 
challenged today by Reform and 
Conservative groups, who in the 
name of equal representation, are 
asking for official recognition and 
funding for expansion of their pro
grams in Israel. In effect, they are 
demanding that their rabbis be ac
cepted as religious functionaries in 
Israel and that the spurious conver
sions (and divorces) that they con
duct be granted official recognition 
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Solving the Jewish problem by providing Jews with a 
homeland ignores the essence of the Jewish People, 
and therefore fails to prescribe the only course open 

to us for the resolution of its golus condition. 

in the Holy Land. They are even 
demanding-and receiving-mil
lions to spread Reform ideology in 
Israel even where hardly any ins ti tu
tions exist as yet .... They are using 
the money that they contribute as 
blackmail to get the Jewish Agency 
to comply with their demands. 

The election literature argues that 
every vote for Mizrachi can make the 
difference, for the composition of the 
World Zionist Organization will de
termine the make-up of its alter-ego, 
The Jewish Agency. A greater Reli
gious Zionist representation in the 
World Zionist Congress will safe
guard Torah interests through the 
Agency's disbursement of charity 
funds in Israel, and repel the Reform 
onslaught for pluralism. So went the 
argument. 

The Reform threat is real. The 
question is whether the response 
urged on us by the Religious Zion
ists is meaningful or even justifiable. 
To our mind, It is both unconscion
able and purposeless. 

WHY I CAN'T BE A ZIONIST 

Would I. and all the thou
sands of others who con
sciously do not subscribe 

to the political Zionist ideology. have 
responded to the invitation to vote 
for the RZA ballot In the recent WZO 
elections, it would have constituted 
a fraud of the first order-technically 
and ideologically. According to the 
rules agreed upon by all participants, 
the vote was only open to paid-up 
members of the respective organiza
tions within the Zionist Movement. 
(As a matter of fact, Equifax, the 
independent auditing firm that ad
ministered the WZO elections, dis
qualified half of the RZA votes for 
reasons of non-membership. Rabbi 
Louis Bernstein, chairman of the 
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z~~-The Association of Reform 
mmsts of America-IS DIFFERENT 

ARZA IS REFORM JUDA , 
Jbt ZIONIST CONGRESs~M S VOICE AT THE 

ii~~~~Nit!'v\:~DERS OF THE REFORM 
AND SERVE ON OUR~~~~ OUR CAMPAIGN, 

~ A VOTE FOR ARZA 
M£ ,._ . .,...u RIGHTS OF AU. JE:S 1Ji~~ ~~~TTEHE INALIENABLE 

OF ISRAEL, 

Jl,CA -~ 

""""'"' VOTE ~SLATE5 

ARZA and Mercaz told Reform and Conservative Jews that only by voting for their 
denominational slates can they send a message demanding equality with the Orthodox. 

board of the RZA, is contesting 
this-JTA, July 10,13.) 

But why are tens of thousands of 
yeshiva graduates, Chassidim and 
other members of the Torah com
munity not members of a Zionist 
organization? Isn't every Jew re
quired to view Israel as his home
land? ls it traifto go beyond prayers 
for the return to Israel and the resto
ration of Zion, and to attempt to 
translate this hope into a vital fea
ture of one's life? 

This is a concern that rabbinical 
leaders addressed time and again 
during this past century, whenever 
they were faced with exponents of 
the Zionist dream urging the re
claiming of "Palestine" (as it was 
called then) as our national home-

land. The vast majority of Gedolei 
Yisroel rejected-and continue to re
ject-political Zionism, for it pro
posed to solve "the Jewish problem" 
by "normalizing" the Jewish Peo
ple-that is, providing Jews with a 
homeland, and all the other trap
pings of nationhood, without men
tion of G-d, His covenant with Israel, 
and His Torah. This approach ig
nores the essence of the Jewish Peo
ple; it bypasses the cause of its pro
blematic state; and therefore fails to 
prescribe the only course open to us 
for the resolution of our golus con
dition. 

Simply put-as Rav Saadya Gaon 
said ita thousand years ago: 'Weare 
a people only by virtue of Torah." For 
the Jews, the usual conditions of 
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nationhood-land, language, com
mon culture-can be enhanced by 
Torah, but do not make up our spe
cific national identity. Only Torah 
does. If not. how else can one explain 
continual existence as a nation 
throughout nineteen centuries of 
exile and wandering? Moreover, we 
suffered the loss of both Batei Mik
dash (holy temples) and were twice 
exiled from our homeland because 
we failed to honor the Torah and its 
commands. To preserve us in our 
first exile, the cheresh and masgir
the teachers and codifiers ofTorah
were sent to Babylonia eleven years 
in advance of the masses, to assure 
their survival .... Before the destruc
tion of the second Bets Hamikdash, 
Rabbi Yochanan Ben Zakkai nego
tiated for the preservation ofYavne 
and its wise men (among other con
cessionsJ-again. to guarantee our 
people's continued existence. 

Yet the authors of Zionism ignore 
the lessons of millennia by offering a 
formula for nationhood that corres
ponds to that of all other nations. 
They have redefined Jewish people
hood, omitting its primaiy, spiritual 
components-G-d and His Torah. 

By the same token, the cause of 
the suffering and absence of normal
ity, which is Jewry's lot, is spirit
ual-as we say in the Shema* daily 
and affirm in the Mussafprayer on 
every festival: "Because of our sins 
we were exiled from our land, and we 
were distanced from our soil." And 
so must the solution be a spiritual 
one. Focusing exclusively on the pol
itical or social dynamics of golus 
without taking the metaphysical 
into account is like curing a serious 
headache with shampoo. Valuable 
energy is misappropriated, and
worse-the deep-seated malaise does 
not wash out with "superior soap." It 
continues to plague the patient, put
ting his very life into peril. 

It was for these reasons-the refa
shioning of the Jewish people into a 
socio-political-cultural group rather 
than a spiritual entity. and the spur
ious identification and solution of 

•"tfyou harken to My commandments ... you will 
eat and be satisfied .... Beware lest you ... tum 
astray .. you will swiftly be banished from the 
Land~" 
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"the Jewish problem"-that Gedolei 
Yisroel rejected Zionism. 

THE PLATFORM 

P eriodically, the Zionist Con
gress drafts a program lo 
summarize its goals. The 

Jerusalem Program (adopted in 
1968) is printed in the booklet that 
contains the ballots for the WZO 
election: In order to cast a ballot, one 
was told, one must subscribe to the 
Jerusalem Program. This credo af
fords us another basis for demon
strating why a Torah Jew could not 
vote in the WZO elections. The Jeru
salem Program affirms belief in: 

• The unity of the Jewish people 
and lhecentralityoflsrael in Jewish 
life: 

• The ingathering of the Jewish 
people in its historic homeland Eretz 
Yisrael. through Aliyah from all 
countiies; 

• The strengthening of the State of 
Israel, which is based on the pro
phetic vision of justice and peace: 

• The preservation of the identity of 
the Jewish people through the fos
tering of Jewish spiritual and cultu
ral values: 

• The protection of Jewish rights 
everywhere. 
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The complete set of Metsudah Machzorim 

The new five volume set of Metsudan 
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and inspired by the unique. crystal clear. 
linear translation that has made 
Metsudah Publications a standard of 
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schools throughout the world. 

The Metsudah linear translation haS been 
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Holiday Service in orderly sequence. 
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Festival with complete commentaries 
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-~ 
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.......-.CopiesofShavuos ••.•.•••••• @514.95' 
---5 vol set gift box •••••.•••..•• @S7s.oo· 
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How can the Torah community vote "Religious 
Zionist" with any confidence that the NRP will 

represent the interests of the Charedim when the 
record has demonstrated that when push gets to 

shove, the NRP actually joins the opposition? 

If the first point read " ... the cen
trality of G-d and His Torah in Jew
ish life," one would be quick to agree. 
But these are conspicuously absent 
from the Jerusalem Program. re
placed by "Israel." Israel as a place is 
of prime significance. Israel as a 
State is there, to be worked with. 
within, to be safeguarded as the pro
tector of the place known as Israel 
and the people who live there. But 
"central"? Only belief in G-d and 
acceptance of His Torah are central. 

"Prophetic vision of justice and 
peace" is based on living up to the 
Torah's directives on how to lead our 
lives. individually and in commun
ity. as members of a "priestly king
dom and a holy nation." The prophets 
mince no words in calling for fidelity 
to Torah and mitzvos. In political 
Zionism's frame of reference, which 
offers a formula for normalization 
but ignores the Torah's teachings, 
'justice, peace, and prophetic vi
sions" are empty . self-serving 
phrases asking nothing and deliver
ing less. 

One of the best gifts you can 
give Israel this year is 
Sseconds. 

\bte Hadassah slate# 2 

Count to 5, Jn lhat little time you have 
a chanr:e to help shape the future of Israel 
and Zionism. Because 5 seconds is all it 
takes to vote for Hadassah and send our 
delegation to Jerusalem in December for 
the 31st World Zionist Congress. 

For 75 years. Hadassah has been there 
for Israel. It's hard to picture a healthy 
Israel without thinking of Hadassah. Now 
the hand that helps needs a little help, too. 
And all it takes is your vote. 

As for "Jewish spiritual and cultu
ral values," where does one find 
them? The North Tel Aviv street 
scene? (See quotation from N.Y. 
Times.) Universities, that plead for 
equal rights for PLO sympathizers? 

w.:ile Jerusalem has already rolled up its sidewalks and gone to bed at 
midnight Saturday, in Tel Aviv the night is just beginning. Despite 

the late hour, there is a monumental five-mile-long traffic jam along the 
beachfront all the way to port of Jaffa. 
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In the trendy north Tel Aviv entertainment district the outdoor cafes, 
Chinese restaurants, ice cream parlors and discotheques are overftowing. 

On the sidewalk not far from Sam's Surf Shop one recent night an 
attractive woman, with a dog that looks more like a lion on a leash, was 
leaning on a BMW, chatting with a knot of young suitors. Everyone was 
elegantly dressed with not a ya!"lllulke in sight. 

Surveying the scene, Mr. Ze'ev Chafets (an author) pronounced with 
satisfaction, "Now this is what Theodore Herzl had in mind when he 
thought of the Jewish State." 

-Thomas L Friedman in The New York Times, July 21, '87 

The high schools. where. according 
to a recent poll. 50% of the students 
would not hesitate to marry out of 
the faith?To be sure, we are witness
ing the blossoming ofYeshivos, Kol
lelim. Seminaries, and institutions 
serving the growing baalei teshuva 
population, but this is taking place 
totally outside of the Zionist sphere 
of influence. In fact. the government 
is actively thwarting "Jewish spirit
ual and cultural values:· having offi
cially banned representatives of 
baalei teshuva institutions from 
lecturing army officers on spiritual 
values, and having cut back drasti
cally on subsidies to Chinuch Atz· 
mai Torah Schools. 

Protecting Jewish rights? When 
Soviet Jews who desire to leave the 
USSR opt for a destination other 
than Israel. the government is doing 
all in its power to keep them where 
they are. Shamir said it clearly: "If 
they are not interested in Israel. let 
them stay in Russia!" (See 'Where 
Does A Russian Jew Find Refuge?" 
JO. April '87). "The protection of 
Jewish rights everywhere" has been 
the concerns of "golus Jews," and 
still is. Whether in Teheran. Vienna. 
or Moscow, the Zionist movement 
couldn't care less. It only is con
cerned if the Jews intend to immi
grate. And then, only if they are 
Israel-bound. 

In sum, if the gains to be realized 
would be significant. it would none
theless be a breach of integrity to 
cast a ballot as a Zionist. identifying 
with a philosophy that Gedolei Yis
roel for generations have rejected as 
an expression of national assimila
tion: to be a nation like other nations. 
Moreover, the specifics of the Jeru
salem Program are incompatible 
with a Torah outlook on Jewry, Juda
ism and Israel. 

The Jewish Observer. September 1987 



WHY NOT 
"RELIGIOUS ZIONISM"? 

C anonenotapproachZionism 
from a different perspective, 
from that of the religious 

Zionists? Simply stated, no: political 
Zionism is political Zionism, no 
matter how else it is described. 

When the Religious Zionists 
evolved from the Chovevei Tzion in 
1902. a number of Gedolei Yisroel 
took immediate exception to the 
concept. "Return to Zion" is a noble, 
compelling cause, but nationalism
even with a religious presence and 
involvement-is still a reduction of 
the spiritual essence of Kial Yisroel 
to political dimensions. This is un· 
acceptable, no matter how much 
prominence religion is given. One 
cannot create an ideological union
especially one that deals with iden· 
tity-with groups that have a differ· 
ent self-concept. 

Moreover, many contemporary 
rabbinical leaders suspected that 
Mizrachi's founders actually accept· 
ed the central role of "land, language 
and culture" in their own concept of 
Jewish nationhood: they were con· 
tent to relegate Torah to a comer, 
contained within the cultural frame 
of a broader nationalism. Such an 
approach is false in concept and 
dangerous in execution. 

Mizrachi has always argued thatit 
performs a significant function by 

MATANA 
GALLERY 

4906 18th Ave. 
Brooklyn, N.Y. (718) 851-4448 

Jewish books, Judaica, Taleisim 
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covers, records and tapes. lucite, 
silver,semi-preciousstonesandgold 
jewelry. 

ALL AT SUPER 
DISCOUNI' PRICES! 

The Jewish Observer, September 1987 

protecting religious interests within 
the Zionist Movement. The counter· 
argument has been that not only 
does Mizrachi fail in this respect, it 
performs a more important function 
for non-religious Zionism by endow· 
ing an essentially secular movement 
with a patina of religious identity-a 
kosher mezuza on a non-kosher 
establishment. Unfortunately, his· 
tory has proven the challengers 
correct. 

the Mizrachi extracted a pledge from 
the Zionist leaders that Shabbos 
and mitzvos hatluyos baAretz 
(land·bound mitzvos. such as te· 
ruma, maaser-tithes, etc.) would 
be kept on kibbutzim, but this pledge 
was never kept. And-of equal grav
ity-the Zionist Congress in 1911 
proclaimed that all education under 
its influence should propagate a new. 
Twentieth Century faith. based on 
Zionism and nationalism. In opposi-

When people of opposing views 
(regarding adherence to Torah, in 
this case) enter a union, they must 
accommodate each other's sensibi· 
lities-that is, each must comprom
ise somewhat. somewhere. The union 
cannot work without one party or 
the other losing its integrity~Indeed, 

•The Zionist Organization ls a voluntary union. 
By contrast. the Knesset governs Israel, and the 
Torah leadership of the previous generation de
termined that for Charedi Jews to participate in 
the Knesset is an obligation, to safeguard our 
community's rights. 

~~~~;-,~~ 
1406-45th St. 
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Guaranteeing that El Al honor the Shabbos, 
prohibiting unauthorized autopsies, outlawing 

abortions-in all these crucial battles to protect the 
holiness of the Holy Land, the Mizrachi has been silent. 

tion to this, a group of rabbis asso
ciated with Mizrachi (led by Rabbi A 
Kohn of Basel) resigned, many be
coming founding members of Agu
dath Israel. 

Others stayed on, and through the 
years, Mizrachi has bowed to the 
wishes of the secular Zionists on a 
host of issues, many times in defi
ance of its own Chief Rabbinate. Asa 
result, Mizrachi has maintained co
educational classes in its Mamlach
tt-Dati School system, against rab
binical directives; backed the draft 
of women into the Israeli army; re
maining in the governing coalition 
of the State even when State radio 
was granted permission to broad
cast on Shabbos; and recently been 
neutral in the battles to guarantee 
that El Al honor the Shabbos, to 
prohibit unauthorized autopsies, to 
outlaw abortions .... On all these 
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crucial issues to protect the holiness 
of the Holy Land, Mizrachi has been 
silent. Both in theory and in prac
tice, Religious Zionism represents a 
compromise on essentials that can
not suffer compromise. 

CAN THE NRP BE TRUSTED 
TO FIGHT FOR TORAH? 

P utting aside ideological con
siderations, does it make any 
sense. on the pragmatic level, 

for members of Agudath Israel and 
others who identify with the Torah 
community to cast a ballot for the 
Mizrachi (the National Religious 
Party) to represent our interests? 
True, they argue that this is but a 
one-time bid by the Mizrachi that we 
delegate its spokesmen to be our 
spokesmen to stop the Reform from 
denying funds to yeshivas, and to 

You're Readyto Leave 
New York City ••• Bur ... 

You \Vant to continue to havf' a 
choice of schools which offi:.•r a high 
quality of ()rthodox and secular 
education ... 

Yciu \Vant your fi11nily to experience a 
close knit, \Vann conununity dedi
cated to Torah, Avodah and c;ernillus 
Chassodin1. 

You want to be close to your job or 
business in Midtown or lower Man
hattan. 

You \Vant excellent hon1e vnlue \\1th 
the lc)\vest real estate taxes in Ber:t;en 
County ... 

TIIEN ••• 
K'halArlathjeshurunofl>ara1nus, 
under the leadership ofRabl>i Yechez
kel Z\veig, 1nay he <I solution you 
should consider. 

call (201) 262-0797 
or (201) 265-6721 

counter its campaign to bring reli
gious "pluralism" to Israel. But can 
we rely on the Mizrachi to fight for 
Torah in the hostile atmosphere of 
the World Zionist Congress? 

Mizrachi's track record has unfor
tunately been marked by decades of 
assorted waffling and outright bet
rayals on important issues, as we 
have mentioned. This has continued 
to the point where the Mizrachi has 
established a pattern of apparently 
putting political or "national" inter
ests ahead of those of Torah, even 
expressing disdain for those more 
stringent than they are, labeling 
them "black hat" extremists. At this 
writing. we will mention but three 
very recent examples: 

• The Kibbutz Hadati (the Reli
gious Kibbutz Movement-a Mizra
chi affiliate) registered alarm at the 
continuing outflow of the graduates 
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of its religious schools to the "black 
hat" yeshivos (we would call it esca
lation), and has attributed it to the 
"right wing" leanings of the teachers 
of Talmud in its Mamlachti-Dati 
(Religious-National) schools, who 
hail from black-hat institutions. In
stead of celebrating its successes 
with students who opt for a more 
intensive Torah education-or at 
worst, tolerating their choice of an 
alternative type of religious school
ing-it has prohibited the engage
ment of any teachers that enroll 
their own children in Chinuch Atz
mai Schools! Such enrollment is 
evidence of association with the 
wrong ideology, to their minds .... 
Not only are they not overjoyed with 
their students' heightened ambi
tions, they are saying to their Torah 
educators: be content with our lower 
standards, or ship out. (This brings 
to mind the fatal flaw of Mizrachi 
pointed out by the Chazon !sh*: 
Instead of struggling to rtse above 
spiritual mediocrity it has made an 
ideal out of it.) 

• Heter Mechira (relying on sale 
of farmlands toa non-Jew) to permit 
farming during Shmittah, the sep
tannual Sabbatical year. was a bi
de'eved (non-preferred) approach 
drafted by rabbis to deal with an 
emergency situation, an approach 
confirmed by those who continue to 
enact this sale. Yet NRP spokesmen 
unremittingly decry those who 
choose not to rely on this heter-a 
practice that has been growing in its 
following from Shmittah to Shmit
tah (see JO April '87). NRP objections 
have reached the point of sabotag
ing a system for accommodating the 
needs of the more stringently Shmit
tah-observing public! 

An arrangement was made by Is
rael's purchasing commissioner, 
with an assist from the American 
Agudah, whereby US grown wheat 
destined for other lands was to have 
been exchanged for Israeli Shmittah 
wheat, th us sparing Israeli's Charedi 
populace the problem of consuming 
Shmittah grain. This was welcomed 
by tens of thousands of Shmittah 

•As quoted by Rabbi HH!el David in JO, Summer 
87, pp. l l-12. 
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Copy of letter from Chit;{ Rabbi Avrohom Yitzchok Kook :;.".'lit, stating 
that the heter of sale qf land _for Shniiltah is only for extren1e 
emergencies. 

observers as well as by virtually all 
millers and bakers in the land, who 
for commercial reasons prefer to use 
non-Shmiltah grains. 

The plan was leaked to the media, 
triggering a protest led by the NRP, 
which called this accommodation of 
the Charedi populace as totally un
necessary, since the Chief Rabbinate 
supervises the sale of the land to a 
non-Jew. To the Mizrachi, any strin
gency beyond its chosen norm is 
excessive. In effect, the Mizrachi 
says: Do it our way, or not at all .... 
Could the Torah community have 
voted for the Religious Zionists to 
give them the power of attorney to 
act on its behalf? 

• When theJewishAgencywanted 
to require that institutions recipient 
of the charity funds that it handles, 
demonstrate their loyalty lo Zionism 
by pledging (among other items) to 
encourage army service, the yeshi
vos objected: Its students are exempt 
from military service, as per a his-

toric agreement reached with David 
Ben Gurion when the State was 
founded-no different from the "div
inity student" deferment that yeshi
va students exercise in every other 
civilized Western democracy. But 
many members of the NRP political 
leadership condemned the exemp
tion and insisted that yeshiva stu
dents either pledge to close their 
Gemorasand serve in the!DF,ornot 
receive the funds earmarked for 
them! (To its credit, all the Hesder 
Yeshivos joined the other yeshivos 
in objecting to this loyalty oath-see 
Ezriel Toshavi's article in JO Sum
mer '87.) 

How, then, can the Torah com
munityvote "Religious Zionist" with 
any confidence that the NRP will 
represent the interests of the Cha
redim when the record has demon
strated that when push gets to shove, 
the NRP actually joins the opposi
tion? We, for our part, would be will
ing to work with the Mizrachi and all 
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other groups in specific situations 
as long as our integrity is not com
promised, and our interests are not 
sacrificed. But vote for them? Out of 
the question. 

NOW THAT THE RETURNS 
ARE IN 

Now that the WZO election have 
taken place, and the returns 
are in, we harbor no second 

thoughts about not having voted. 
Aside from the fact that neither the 
ideological nor the pragmatic reser
vations about voting have changed, 
there is one other consideration
perception. 

The WZO election was projected as 
a national "religious-preference 
plebiscite." As a result, the Reform 
and Conservatives are crowing about 
their newly projected power, while 
the RZA board chairman is lament
ing the election procedures that dis
qualified many of the RZA votes 
("the biggest heist since the Brinks' 

bank robbery") as "not. , , an election 
matter at all. We view this as an 
assault on Orthodoxy." This under
standing of the election was echoed 
in the headline of a N.Y. Times arti
cle on the topic that described the 
election results as "Lost Ground for 
Orthodox Jews." As if Orthodoxy as 
a whole were assaulted, and all 
Orthodox Jews were the losers! 

The votes cast for the Reform and 
Conservative groups may well reflect 
the totality of their constituency, for 
rabbis in Temples across the coun
try urged their Zionist congregants 
who would be casting their ballots as 
members of the specific Zionist 
group (Labor. Likud) that they iden
tify with, to vote instead "as Reform 
Jews" and "as Conservative Jews." 
By contrast. the Orthodox tally does 
not reflect the numbers of the 
broader Orthodox populace inter
ested in Israel. The broad masses of 
Orthodox Jews did not participate 
in this election. Only one segment 
within Orthodoxy did: the Religious 

Zionists. Even if I and my friends
and their friends-had decided to 
vote in the election. and cast our bal
lots for the Religious Zionists just 
this once (-and next election?), how 
many tens of thousands of Jews who 
refuse to be identified with political 
Zionism because of the havoc it has 
wreaked on religious values. would 
still not have voted? Yet, by voting 
and encouraging others to do so, we 
would have helped foist the false 
impression that the Zionist Cong
ress is some kind of representative 
plenum of Jewish opinion, even 
though a large mainstream segment 
of Orthodoxy does not view it that 
way at all. Farbe it from us to join the 
Reform. Conservative and-yes-the 
RZA in such a charade. The only way 
to fight Reform in Israel is for Torah 
Jews to put parochial concerns aside 
and to unite for the purpose of dec
laring what we stand for, battling 
those who would deny us our rights, 
and adhering to those ideals that 
make Jewry and Judaism eternal.• 

If you are in the market for the finest tailored suits or "Kapotas" 
in the world, you should be shopping at 
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Rabbi Avi Shafran 

REB MOSHE ?11~t 
AND ME 

MEANINGFUL-TO ME, ANYWAY 

I rs a fortunate thing that truth-in-advertising laws 
don't apply to articles and their titles. For I am afraid 
an admission must be made even at this early point: I 

was never a member of Rabbi Moshe Feinstein J"'1's 
entourage-much to my loss-and indeed was never so 
much as introduced lo him. Such being the case, anyone 
attracted to these lines out of desire to glean intimate 
anecdotes about or revealing advice from Rabbi Moshe 
J"'1 will undoubtedly be sorely disappointed. Exciting 
stories about, for instance. the gadol hador's endeavors 
to solve some agunah's problems must, I'm afraid, be 
sought elsewhere. 

Yet I'm less than a total charlatan. The title of this piece 
is really no lie, in spite of my having only seen Reb Moshe 
J"'1 two times, all told. Because, though he may never 
have spoken a word directly to me, he still managed to 

Rabbi Shafran, who teaches in the highschool of the New England Acade1ny 
ofTorah in Providence,R.L. isa frequent contributor to The Jewish Observer 
and other Jewish periodicals. 
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change my life, to become part of it. 
My story is not a wondrous one. It sports no miracles, 

no predictions, no revelations, not even a fulfilled bra cha. 
Nor is it a shocking story. It contains no unexpected 

emotions, reactions. or quotes. 
It might not even be a meaningful story-for anyone, 

that is, but me. 
But for me it has meant much. And I am quite certain 

that nearly every one of the scores of talmidim I have 
been blessed, over my decade as a high school rebbe, to be 
entrusted with has heard me tell not only the tale of my 
"encounter" with Reb Moshe J"'1 but what it meant
and continues to mean-to me. 

I. THE SMILE AND THE WAVE 

I was an eleventh-grade student at an "out-of-town" 
yeshiva high school, which had arranged a class trip 
to New York for the purpose of seeing how matzoh 

shmurah was prepared. in a Lower East Side baking 
establishment. 
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A white crack appeared in the black wall Qf people 
that surrounded Reb Moshe . ... His two hands gently 
parted the blackness, separating two members Qf the 
humanfortress, permitting him to smile warmly and 

wave at the young man in thejadedjeans. 

The alternative being shiur-as-usual, even so educa
tional a day's diversion was happily embraced by my 
classmates and me, though most of us would have 
planned a somewhat different agenda for a day in the big 
city. We were, most of us, not exactly the mesechta
memorizing crowd. 

As it happened though, the matzoh-baking was quite 
Interesting and even, truth be told.jun. Though certain 
of the personnel involved in the baking process waxed a 
bit impatient with some of us as a result of our clumsi
ness and inquisitiveness (we had a penchant for discov
ering where we were not allowed to he-and a talent for 
arranging to be there), on the whole the experience was a 
positive one. Only the squalor in certain areas of the 
"factory" disturbed us, but any queasiness we felt was 
entirely overwhelmed by the efficiency, care, and sheer 
mitzvah of what was going on around us there. 

When our matzoh-baking visit was done, we were 
taken to Mesma Tiferes Yerushalayim to daven Mincha. 
And Reb Moshe was there. 

I wish I could recall that my Mine ha was special, that a 
gadol"s presence had somehow lifted my head above the 
turbulence of teenagehood and allowed me a fuller com
munion with my Maker. Unfortunately, I cannot-at 
least my memory carries no such record. But that, of 
course, speaks only of my own insensitivity. There are 
precious few harder shells to crack than that of a teenage 
boy's perceptions, few harder periods to endure than 
young adulthood. 

Which makes it all the more amazing to me, as I look 
back, that what happened after Mincha that day, subtle 
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as it was, left so seemingly indelible a mark on the 
younger me. 

Reb Moshe seemed to have disappeared. Where he had 
stood davening a moment earlier, now was an undulat
ing mass of black fabric, as rabbonim, talmidim, and 
baalei batim had converged on the gadol. His enormity 
of spirit havingbeen divinely camouflaged in a smallness 
of physical stature, Reb Moshe was entirely hidden from 
our sight, though we were pretty sure he was in there 
somewhere. I. forone, felt somehow cheated. After all. how 
often did I have the opportunity to gaze at the face of so 
great a person? Neither his handsomeness nor his 
radiance had escaped our perception. 

It was then, as I was straining for a view, that it 
happened. 

A young man entered the beis midrash and stood at 
the back of the room, somewhat sheepishly. He was 
dressed even less formally than we: he sported a pair of 
faded jeans, a casual shirt, no tie and a bottle-cap kip pa. I 
have no idea who he was but his nervousness was palpa
ble and while he seemed to want to approach Reb Moshe, 
he did not. 

As I was noting the young man's presence, suddenly, in 
my periphery, a white crack appeared in the black wall 
around Reb Moshe. I turned back to see two hands-at 
about waist level to the human barrier-gently part the 
blackness, and push their way between two coats. separ
ating two members of the fortress. Reb Moshe's head 
followed his hands and, looking over to the shy visitor, 
whom he had apparently espied through a slit in his 
veritable prison's wall, the gadol smiled warmly and 
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waved. The visitor looked relieved, smiled broadly, waved 
back, and left the room. 

That was it, I'm afraid. 
I tried to warn you that the event was not of mythic 

proportions. All the same, I'm sorry if you were disap· 
pointed. But I wasn't. 

Somehow, the demonstration of pure and simple con
cern for another Jew, when he was nothing but another 
Jew, coming as it did from the most revered personage of 
our generation, said something to me about Torah which 
I suspect no amount of blattage (if I may coin a word) 
could possibly have communicated to me at that age. 
Things might not be entirely b'sederwith someone, Reb 
Moshe's smile and wave seemed to ring out in chorus, he 
might not yet have met one's specifications for religious 
development, but a Jew is a Jew is a Jew nonetheless, and 
that fact always demands one's attention, one's love, 
one's concern. 

And the degree of such concern which I saw in Reb 
Moshe that day has been a prime goal of this simple Jew 
ever since. 

BIZARRE QUERY, MAINSTREAM RESPONSUM 

Years later I was to sense a similar, though equally 
subile, insight into that element of Reb Moshe's 
gadlus, in one of the hundreds of responsa he 

wrote which were published. 
It was in no. 79 in the second volume of his Orach Chaim 
teshuvos; the question to which it responds was submit· 
ted by a rabbi who had asked it on behalfof a third party. 

The third party, it seems, was a professional actor who 
performed in theatrical productions, including some 
that ran on Shabbos. His question, asked through his 
rabbi, was a technical one: was he permitted to allow a 
non.Jewish stagehand to remove his (the supplicant's) 
makeup after a performance on Shabbos. 

I'm not entirely sure why Reb Moshe's response to that 
query struck me so. Certainly no talmid chacham would 
ever refuse to answer even an odd question surrounded 
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by odd circumstances. But many might. I think. insist on 
confronting the circumstances and not just the ques
tion. Many might find it difficult to relate directly to the 
isolated question of a questioner who is so obviously 
many light-years removed from the four-amos compris
ing the world he is requesting counsel of. 

Now, Reb Moshe certainly was struck by the context of 
the she'eila. He referred to it, in his response to the rabbi 
who submitted it for the actor, as a she'eila muzara, a 
"bizarre query." So the anomaly of an actor-one per
forming on Shabbos yet!-asking a question about one 
of the Sabbath's technical minutiae, was hardly lost on 
the poseik hador. Nor was the inherent speciousness (to 
understate the issue) of the fellow's professed beliefthat 
by being a performer he would be able to benefit the 
cause of Yiddishkeit 

Neither do Reb Moshe's words (to the rabbi) display the 
slightest naivete regarding the prevalent themes of mod
em theater. So a word of outrage regarding the back
ground of the question-for communication to the 
questioner-would not, one would think, have been out 
of place. 

What was therefore conspicuous (at least to me) was 
Reb Moshe's penetrating perception-expressed dis
tinctly to the rabbi who brought the question before 
him-of the state of the petitioner's mind. 

It would surely not be constructive, Reb Moshe wrote, 
to speak to the supplicant condescendingly. He would 
never accept the suggestion to give up the dedication to 
the profession he has, however misguidedly, embraced. 
There is no point. in other words, in "passul"ing him. 
Rather. Reb Moshe wrote. one must brtng him closer to 
the ideal lifestyle of Yiddishkeit "through the path of his 
natural bent." 

So the answer Reb Moshe recorded, for transmission 
to the performer, was simply the same careful, detailed, 
and supported teshuva that each of his responsa is. After 
identifying the status of the halachic problem involved, 
he proceeded to invoke the rule of safek d 'rabbanan 
l'kula, the precept that a questionable rabbinical prohi
bition is approached with leniency, and allowed the sup
plicant to tell a non-Jew outrtght to remove the makeup. 

CONFRONTATION AND CONSIDERATION 

T here might be students of Reb Moshe's responsa 
who felt that this particular responsum to the 
supplicant was lacking, for its avoidance of the 

more pressing, if unquerted, issue of the supplicant's 
profession and lifestyle. But I am certain that it was the 
overwhelming concern Reb Moshe had for the actor as a 
Jew which led him to take an approach that though it 
might seem shortsighted in the short term, would be the 
most likely one to accomplish the ultimate goal. 

Now, it is wrong to withhold criticism out of petty fear 
of causing hurt. That is, at best, a misguided concern; at 
worst. chanifus (hypocritical obsequiousness). And such 
has no relationship to Reb Moshe's approach.All who are 
familiar with his life know that he never hesitated to 
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It is wrong to withhold criticism out <?f pettyjear <?f 
causing hurt. But being honest needn't and shouldn't 

preclude being thoughtful. 

state the fact of the matter. whether the issue was one of 
halacha or hashkafa (law or ideology). whether a com
munal question or personal one. He always told things 
"as they were," and eschewed the comfort of complai
sance. 

But being honest needn't-and shouldn't-preclude 
being thoughtful.And. especially in our times. tochacha. 
rebuke. demands the most careful thought. An un
developed individual might well be ripe to receive a fully 
honest assessment of his life or any part of it vis-a-vis 
Torah-but then again he might not be. While even a 
"still developing" Jew must not be misled or lulled into a 
self-pride he hasn't yet earned. neither may he be dis
couraged and thereby driven from the very goal he 
shares, however tenuously. with those of us who have 
already "arrived." 

That degree of dedication to all Jews-that bequeathal 
I feel I've received from Reb Moshe'""· could conceivably 
be the single most critical factor for changing the face of 
American Jewry. It might just be one of those factors 
whose full utilization is a special task with which the 
b 'nei Torah of our generation are charged. The move-
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men ts popularwithJews today that ludicrously aspire to 
the title "Judaism" while negating its very essence. are
despite their perceived bulk-undeniably on the wane. 
The Reform enterprise dissipates daily for lack of any 
coherent substance. and grasps shamelessly even at the 
straw of rank non-Jews' membership in an effort to prop 
up its matchstick massiveness. The even more populous 
Conservative structure is rapidly and conclusively 
crumbling under the formidable weight of its increasing. 
glaring inconsistencies. 

And Reb Moshe'""· certainly minced no words regard
ing those groups' claims to the mantle oflegitimacy. even 
as he saw each and every Jew as a beloved child to love 
and guide. He forbade participation in their services in 
no uncertain terms. He considered suspect any rabbis 
who consorted with "counterparts" who subscribed to 
deviant philosophies. 

Yet the chronic, indeed fatal. ailments of the "new Juda
isms" only exacerbate the need for us to reach out to the 
millions of Jews whose associations with those move
ments thus far are the result of convenience or miscon
ception. and who might happily return to Yiddishkeitif 
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only they perceive open arms. It is the anti-Torah move
ment which we condemn: it cannot be the unknowing 
temple member. He or she can be brought to Torah, but 
will not be unless we accept the charge to guide them 
with gentleness, with concern, with ahavas Yisroel. 

We must. of course, be honest. We cannot in any way 
lower the standards of Torah or misrepresent the truth 
in order to accommodate anyone's hangups. But in the 
delicate art of Kiruv Rechokim we Orthodox Jews need 
not force every issue ofimportance at the onset. There are 
levels of Torah-growth and Torah-awareness just as 
there are of Torah-learning. As ill-advised as the learning 
of a Tosajos with a man only recently introduced to the 
Aleph-Beis would be the demanding of the ultimate in 
observance at a preliminary stage. 

Some seek loudly, some quietly, but many Jews are 
seeking. We must help them in their quests. 

SPEAKING TO "LAZY JEWS" 

Not very long ago I was approached by a gentleman 
who represented a group of people who met weekly 
to discuss issues pertinent to their Jewishness. 

They were all affiliates of a "non-Orthodox" congregation 
and felt a dearth of honest intellectual and true spiritual 
stimulation in that environment. So they had been gath
ering in various homes on every motza 'ei Shabbos to 
talk about Jewish ideas or hear a speaker on a Jewish 
theme. 

My visitor wanted me to speak to the group. to address 
the issue of"Orthodoxy's position" on a certain topic. He 
described himself and his comrades as people who, deep 
down, recognized the folly of the movement they had 
bought into, but who were "lazy Jews" (his words!), 
unwilling at present to confront the full reality of a truly 
Jewish life. It would not seem outlandish to assume that. 
for every Jew willing to admit that his affiliation with a 
liberal group is due to mere laziness, there are likely 
scores who know the same but are ashamed to confront 
the fact. Such Jews will only be drawn out of their hiding-
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places when they are convinced we care about them. 
While the man wasn't asking me to speak under his 

congregation's auspices-his was a wholly private group, 
meeting in a private home-a part of me nevertheless 
said 'What do I need this for? These people are set in 
their ways, and admit as much. I'll never change them. 
only make them and others upset at me. I should find 
some excuse." 

Butanotherpartof me proved stronger. It looked at my 
visitor and saw beneath the trappings of modernity and 
religious liberalism a "pintele Yid" straining to com
municate, in whatever small way it could, with the reality 
of being a Jew. 

I agreed to come and. a few weeks later, did indeed 
speak for the group. They asked questions, even argued a 
bit, but were always respectful and undeniably sincere. 
There is little question in my mind that they learned 
things that motza'ei Shabbos they would not likely have 
learned otherwise. And, most importantly, they seemed 
to feel challenged by the fact that they had been shown 
concern by a Jew who represented the Judaism they had 
so thoughtlessly left unexplored: they realized. I think, 
that they hadn't been rejected by me as Jews simply for 
their Jackings in observance, and that fact meant some
thing to them. 

It would be nice to relate a happy ending to that affair, 
some great consequence resulting from my talk to that 
group; I cannot, at least not yet. But I know that an effect 
was had. What more could one reasonably demand? We 
can't sit around waiting for happy endings to make 
themselves apparent. We pass so fleetingly through this 
world only to sow seeds: our participation in all the harv
ests can't be insisted upon. 

The title of this article is, as admitted above, a bit 
misleading. But it's not flippant. 

For after I accepted the representative's invitation, I 
realized that the part of me which had won, which had 
agreed to speak, was a part of me which, boruch Hashem, 
had apparently become a true acquaintance of Reb 
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The IIDpact of AutoIDation 
on the Torah World 

• Everything that G-d created in this world was created 
for His honor (Avos VI). 

hpes, telephones, television, VCRs, speaker phones, car phones, 
automobile tape decks, teleconference equipment, Walkmans, cable TV, satellites, 
computers .... 

Yes, all of these modern day inventions are being used for the furtherance of Torah 
and Yiddishkeit. A large segment Kial Yisroel has realized that every modem day 
invention was given to us by G-d for the spread of Torah, and we should be making the 
most of those inventions. This article presents some of the recent examples of how 
automation is being used for Torah and Yiddishkeit and how readers may take 
advantage of these developments. 

The Telephone Chavrusa 

Telephones are now being used for discussions far 
more productive than Lashon hara (slander): there are 
now, Boruch Hashem. many thriving chavrusasactively 
using the telephone. Chavrusas can now meet for their 
daily learning sedereven when they are miles away. With 
the telephone being so close at hand. chavrusas can now 
schedule their learning sedorim for hours that might 
formerly have been inconvenient (e.g., late night, while 
babysitting). using both hands to punctuate an argu
ment. while a speaker phone carries the voice. 

Mr. Bruckstein, of Rego Park. New York, is a manager responsible for mini· 
computer consulting at Peat Marwick, one of the largest accounting and 
consulting firms In the U.S. 
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Teleconferencing and the Daily Shiur 

Employees at a New Jersey company use their com
pany's internal teleconferencing capabilities to allow 
individuals at their different sites to participate in a 
number of weekly live shiurim Each of the shiurpartici
pants can join the learning sedorim by dialing the inter
nal extension of the teleconference "bridge," which allows 
any number of internal callers to join in the live shiur. 
The same type of facility can include people at other 
locations. 

Computers, Handwriting Recognition, 
and Bedikas STA'M 

Sofrim are using modem day computing technology to 
assist them in checking both new and old Sifrei Torah, 
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Tefillin, and Mezuzos (STA 'MJ. These computers are 
using the latest in handwriting recognition technology 
to help them identify letters that are missing. extra, or 
Improperly constructed. At present, the manual process 
of checking STA'M is prone to human errors of omission: 
sofrim can overlook missing, extra. or improperly formed 
letters I chaserim. yesayros, nifsokirn, and negiyos). In 
contrast, the computer will catch 100% of the extra or 
missing lines. 

According to the Vaad Mishmeres STA'M, the organi
zation responsible for developing this system. in about 
six months to a year, most of the STA'M that its asso
ciates sell, will have been reviewed by computer in addi
tion to one of their sQfrim. 

Computers, Databases, and Kashrus 

Several kashrus organizations are implementing 
computer data bases of products, ingredients, and su
pervising agencies (see JO, Sept '86). The information in 
these databases will be constantly updated to provide 
organizations and Individuals who access it with the 
most current information available on a product's kash
rus status. As a result of the use of these databases, 
changes in the formulation, production, or hechsherof a 
product and/or its ingredients can be immediately 
broadcast to the affected individuals or groups. Formerly, 
it might have taken days or weeks until all of the affected 
parties were provided with the updated information: 
now, it can be done on a much more timely basis. 

Video Cassette Recorders, 
Kirov Rechokim, and Harbotzas Torah 

One device that has become fairly widespread recenily 
is the Video Cassette Recorder (VCR) which allows for the 
recording and playback of both audio and video signals. 
There are VCR tapes that: 

-describe how to inspect leafy vegetables for worms; 
-explain a number of difficult hashkojos, especially 

geared for baalei teshuva; 

-describe the transformation of agriculture in Israel 
during Shmitta; 

-teach non-Jewish hospital staff how to handle patients 
who are Shomrei Torah U'Mitzvos; 

-present the Story of Chanukah; 
-provide an introduction to learning Talmud. 

Lending Libraries, Cassette Tapes, and Torah 

The Torah Tapes Libraries in Brooklyn and Queens 
have shelves stocked with cassette tapes on every con
ceivable Torah topic: Chumash, Mishnayos, Gemora, 
Halacha, Nach, Hashkqfa, Mussar, History, Ein Yaa
kov, etc., etc. There are tapes available at all knowledge 
levels: from stories of tzaddikim by accomplished story
tellers to difficult pilpulim by leading Roshei Ha Yeshiva. 
Individuals may borrow the tapes for any amount of time 
or they may purchase the tapes for a nominal fee. 
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Tape Recorders and the Daily Shiur 

Tapes and tape recorders are probably among the most 
valuable tools being used for the furtherance of Torah. 
Tape recorders are visible fixtures at most shiwim being 
given nowadays. These tape recorders allow both the 
participants in the shiurand those that could not attend 
to listen to the shiur again and again and clarify any 
difficult material or review any points that they missed. 
Like a sefer on the shelf, the tapes can be stored, lent. 
broadcast over a "Torah on the Phone" program, and of 
course, listened to, repeatedly. 

Commuters, "Sony Walkman's", 
Automobile Tape Decks, and Torah 

Thousands of commuters use their commuting time 
for learning by listening to Torah cassettes in their cars 
or on their Walkmans. This time, formerly wasted, can 
now be used productively. The sight of a subway com
muter with a pocket-size DafYomi gemora has become 
fairly common in New York of late. Recently, there has 
been a growth in the number of these commuters who 
are using 'Walkmans" to listen to a taped shiur. 

Computers, She'eilos and Teshuvos 

A large computer in Eretz Yisroel has synopses of 
thousands of she'eilos and teshuvos (halachic res
ponsa) to allow faster research of sources being used for 
the formulation of teshuvos to current day problems. 
The availability of this system allows an individual 
researching a question to review the Rishonim and 
Acharonim (early and later commentaries) that have 
addressed the question or related issues in the past. 
Considering that many of the Rishonim and Acharonim 
being catalogued into the system are not in widespread 
distribution (some are out-of-print while others are still 
in manuscript form), this system allows for a more thor
ough examination of the sources than might be available 
otherwise. 

Computers in Education 

At the Torah U'Mesorah convention last May, there was 
a demonstration of the use of computers for the teaching 
of Torah and Jewish subjects. These programs are still 
new and have not gone as yet into wide public distribu
tion. The Torah community can expect to see growth in 
this area over the next several years. 

Radio Stations, Harbotzas Torah, 
and Kiruv Rechokim 

Radio stations throughout the world are carrying a 
variety of Torah programs that are responsible for being 
marbitz Torah (dissemination) and mekarev rechokim 
(outreach). While there have been Jewish programs on 
radio for over thirty years, only recently, with the Or
thodox community's growth in marketing savvy and 
broadcast quality, has there been an increase in the 
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I GOT MY JOB 
THROUGH 

p1ojcct COPE 
A Division of Agudath Israel of America 

JOIN THE MANY YUNGELEIT WHO 
HAVE FOUND CAREERS THROUGH 

OUR FREE PLACEMENT CENTER 

CALL (212) 363-5660 
Offices located in BoroPark, F!atbush and Manhattan 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
TO OUR CANADIAN AND OTHER 

FOREIGN SUBSCRIBERS: 
Please help us handle your subscription 
requests without delay by submitting either 
an international money order, a U.S. check, 
or your VISA or MASTERCARD number 
with your order. 
We cannot process Canadian or other 
checks not drawn on a U.S. bank and must, 
therefore, return them to the sender. 
Please note that for all subscribers outside 
the USA, a $10 airmailing charge is added 
per year to the discounted subscription 

price: 1 year: $18 + $10 = $28 
2 years: $30 + $20 = $50 
3 years: $40 + $30 = $70 

Your consideration will assist us in the 
smooth flow of subscription processing. 

JO SUBSCRIPTION DEPT. 
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number of programs available, the topics presented. the 
variety of hours at which they are broadcast, and the 
audience to which these programs are directed. 

Cable Television and Torah Issues 

While there traditionally has been about a half hour of 
Jewish programming on the major television networks 
each Sunday morning, these programs never really pres
ented the Torah approach to Yiddishkeit: the programs 
were the television networks' attempts to provide equal 
time for the major religions. Recently, however, there 
have been several programs introduced on cable tele
vision that present exclusively the Orthodox viewpoint 
and approach. 

Torah on the Phone 

In the past few years. as a result of some truly innova
tive. pioneering work by Rabbi Eli Teitelbaum of the 
Torah Communications network. there has been a tre
mendous growth in the "Torah on the Phone" programs. 
Thousands of people use speaker phones to listen to the 
large variety ofTorah programs available over the phone. 
The chart on the next page lists the Torah programs 
available in the New York area, the language in which 
they are presented, and their duration, topic. cost, and 
telephone contact information. 

The chart was constructed to be as all-encompassing 
as possible: it includes programs for all levels, from chil
dren to learned adults. 

First National Scientific Conference on the Jewish Leaming Disabled: 
Call For Abstracts 

P'TACH The National Self Help Organization 
dedicated to bringing our learning disabled 
children into the mainstream of Jewish life 

HAS ISSUED A CALL FDR ABSTRACTS 
for the FIRST NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

focusing specifically on this topic 
to be held at 

THE NEW YORK HILTON 
ON MARCH 14. 1988 

The conference is co-sponsored and 
endorsed by such major institutions as: 

Columbia University 
Albert Einstein College of Medicine 

New York Association for Children with Learning Disabilities 
The Board of Jewish Education 
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Abstracts of original basic and applied research 
not exceeding 250 words are being accepted through 

October 30. 1988 and should be submitted to: 
FIRST NATIONAL SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE, P'TACH 

4612-13th AVENUE, BROOKLYN, N. Y. 11219 
For futher information contact the national office 

at the P'TACH address or call (718) 854-8600 

Readers outside of New York may contact the sponsors 
of these !Jrograms to determine whether these programs 
are available to them locally and to determine how to 
obtain the program. 

Baruch Hashem. there are over 12 hours a day of 
Torah programs available on the phone. 

(If anyone becomes aware of any additions or correc
tions to the chart. please contact the author via mail 
directed to The Jewish Observer office.) 

P.S .... 

There are some who believe that many of these auto
mated learning tools are improper because they do not 
fall into the category of learning Torah ke'nesinoso mi
Sinai (as it was given at Sinai): i.e., listening to a shiuron 
a tape or radio station is not the same as learning from a 
Rav in a live environment. To be sure. the use of tapes. 
videos, telephones. and the like can never and should 
never substitute for a live shiur or beis midrash envir
onment. However. for those individuals who can not 
attend a shiur or those who have time to learn when no 
shiur is available (i.e .. during a subway or automobile 
commute), these learning aids are invaluable and should 
be used to their maximum. 

Nor should this article be taken as promoting the 
acquisition of televisions or VCRs. However. for those 
people who do own a television or VCR, it would be pref
erable that the devices be used for the real reason that 
Hashem allowed man to invent the device. i.e., lichvodo: 
for the furtherance of Torah.• 

Famous 
The Dairy Restaurant 

222 West 72nd Street (212) 595-8487 

Cholov Yisroel • Shomer Shabbos 
Under the Supervision of K'hal Adath Jeshurun 

Open for Breakfast, Luncheon and Dinner 
Catering • Parties • Meetings 
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••• ••• ••• • 
TORAH PROGRAMS AVAILABLE ON THE PHONE 

LANGUAGE 
PROGRAM &DURATION TOPIC COST CONTACT 

Dial-a-Daf 
Yiddish- one hour DafYomi $36 signup; $6 monthly Torah Communications Network 

English- one hour DafYomi $36 signup; $6 monthly 1618 43rd Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11204 

Mishna-on-the Phone l/2 hour Mishnayos $36 signup; $6 monthly (718) 436-4999 office 

Dial-a-Shiur Yiddish and English In English-Ein Yaakov, $36 signup; $6 monthly as above 
Shiurim on various Nach, Halacha, Jewish 
topics-2 hours per day History Stories, Hashko-

fah, Sedra, Holocaust, 
Tehillin1 and more-18 
min. segments- three 
each day 

In Yiddish-Mishnayos, 
Nach, Medrash, Stories, 
Mitzvos Mussar Lectures 
from Rav Schwadron and 
more. 1/2 hour 
segments- two per day 

Dial-a-Halocho 

Halocha Yomis 
English-112 hour 

Shulchan Orech $36 per year 
1883 E. 12 St. 

Yiddish- l/2 hour Brooklyn, NY 11229 
(718) 336-8729 for information 

Mishnayos-30 nlin. Shoina Haluches 
Shoina Haluches Yiddish-1 hour Ein Yaakov-15 min. $32 signup;$5 monthly 1614 43rd Street 

Shulchan Aruch-15 min. Brooklyn, NY 11204 
(718) 435-9898 for information 

Chok L'Yisroel Yiddish-1 hour Chok L'Yisroel Free* (718) 436-1220 to hear tape 

Rambam English-I hour Rambam Free* (718) 735-0441 to hear tape 

Tanya Yiddish- I hour Tanya Free* (718) 735-4377 to hear tape 

Sefer HaMitzvos English-15 min. Rambain Sefer Hamitzvos Free* (718) 363-0450 to heartape 

Chassidus via Yiddish -1 hour Chassidus- 30 min. Free (718) 735-4300 to hear tape 
Telephone Tanya-30min. (718) 493-2000 office 

OhrHaChaim Yiddish-I hour OhrHaChaim Free (718) 436-7799 to hear tape 

Chumash Yiddish-I hour 
Chumash, Rashi, Free (718) 436-6300 to hear tape 
Meforshim, Mishnayos (718) 853-5759 office 

Chumash English-2 minutes Chumash Free (718) 984-4738 to hear tape 

Dial~a-Torah Message English-2 minutes Chumash Free (718) 948-2548 to heartape 

Dial-a-Jewish Story English-2 minutes Stories Free (718) 467-7800 to hear tape 

Dial-a-Halacha English - 3 minutes Halacha Free (718) 967-2586 to hear tape 

(718) 435-0035 English tape 

Dial Hilchos Shabbos English-10 minutes Hilchos Shabbos Free 
(718)435-0191 Yiddish tape 
(718) 972-8261 Council for 
Shmiras Shabbos 

*Sponsored by Lubavitch Prepared by EB 17 Adar 5747 
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A TORAH APPROACH TO ETHICS 

DY RABBI ZE:Cl+Al\llHt ~E:NDE:l 

Including: lggeres haMussar, 
lggeres haRamban, 
and Ethical Narratives 
•12.95 (352 pp.) Clothbound 

Entire 6 Vol. Set A•ailable 
SPECIAL LIMITED OFFER! 

'68 Entire Set 
Single Vot '12.95 (postage incl.) 

Hashkafah Publications, 63-61 Selfridge SI., Forest Hills, NY 11375 
Please send me: 0 Entire 6 vol. set @ SGS set 
O Ethical Personality 0 Anvil 0 Legacy 0 Challenge of Sinai 
0 Halacha and Beyond 0 Torah Faith: 13 Principles. '12.95 ea. 

Addres1 Cny Sla1e Zip 

At this time we 
would like to wish 
our many friends a 

i1 :::i, t:> i1 r.r, n n, i1 :::i., n :J 

Brooklyn Union Gas 

TESBUVAB 
FOR WHOM? 

I'm frum-do I need it? 
WHY? 

Is it really necessary? 
HOW? 

Where do I begin? 
WHEN? 

Is there a special time? 
These and other questions are discussed and answered, 
as you learn about the unique gift bestowed upon Kial 
Yisroel. In the newly released digest in Hebrew, 
containing over 500 divrei Torah. This sefer will turn 
teshuvah from an abstract concept into a concrete 
reality. 

n:nuni 'l'lll i,,, :;,,i,n ni:;,,,i.:i is:io 

Available at your local bookstore or from: 
Rabbi Y. Rabinowitz 

913 Monmouth Avenue, Lakewood NJ 08701 

0))1) '.Jl1 jf:J~ 
lNIX'N.:ll tl'J"l~ ~:J 
~ 'JN\Xl'O!J "1"v.:TtN fllJ jJ':l ~ l1nl1 
i1:J''D'i1 VN1, 'j'1111i1 Pn)'D :J1i1 \BJ 

For Bachurim 17 and up look- fu;;j 
ing for a Mokom Torah with 
special attention to the individual ta/mid in a 
warm atmosphere conducive to hatzlacha be
limud integrated with a Chaburah of Kolel 
Yungeleit of high caliber. 

• Daily Shiurim on the Mesechte 

• Dally Shiurlm in Shulchan Aruch 

• Shiurim in Hashkofa 

• A Night Seder at The Yeshiva. 

For appointment and interview, please call 

(212) 438-0479 
Rabbi Horowitz or Horav Shlomo Braunstein, Menahel Ruchni 

(718) 253-6632 

Bostoner Yeshiva Darkei Noam 
1535-49th St., Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219 

< :--> 
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Letters 
••••••••••• ••••••••••• ••••••••••• 

to the 

Editor 
"CHILDREN IN CRISIS"

IN THE PICTURE 

To the Edi tor: 

How special it was for our family to 
receive phone calls from Atlanta and 
Memphis bringing to our attention 
that a beautiful picture of our 
daughter, Naama Brocha was promi
nently displayed on page 34 of your 
January issue dealing with Children 
in Crisis. The picture shows Naama 
at Camp HASC with her counselor, 
Shuri Camille. 

lam trulysorryforfamilieswhodo 
not keep their children when in
formed of a child's major defect. 

Our family has gained by having 
Naama as one of its members. Our 
other children are especially caring 
and sensitive, and all of our friends 
and family are different people as a 
result of their exposure to Naama. 

She is truly a "Naama Brocha" ("a 
sweet blessing")-a name chosen for 
her many months prior to our aware
ness of the fact that she had cerebral 
palsy. 

MRS. NINA GLICK 
Montreal, Quebec 

REMEMBERING 
SPECIAL CHILDREN 

To the Editor: 

l am writing you this letter of ac
claim in regard to the article entitled 
''A Special Visitor" which appeared 
in the January 1987 edition of The 
Jewish Obseroer. On behalf of all the 
Jewish children who are not as for
tunate as "Chaim,'' l would like to 
thank you and praise you for the 
service the article provided by high
lighting the joys that a family can 
receive through undertaking this 
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vital responsibility. The Greenwalds 
have not only helped enhance this 
youngster's life, but have served as 
an example for all of us to follow. 

Chaim is just one of dozens of spe
cial children who desperately need 
to be remembered and cared for, and 
we therefore need many more fami
lies. like the Greenwalds, who are 
willing to take part in this great 
mitzva. During the past eighteen 
months, Ohel Children's Home was 
unable to provide foster or adoptive 
homes to over two dozen children 
because of the dearth of Orthodox 
families willing to care for them. If 
any of your readers can find it in 
their hearts to come forward and 
help "save" a special Jewish child, 
please call Susanne Kaplowitz or 
Linda Mann at (718) 851-6300. 

SAMUEL FRANKEL, CSW 
Director 
Foster Carel Adoption Sero ices 
OHEL CHILDREN'S HOME & 
FAMILY SERVICES 
Brooklyn, NY 

'))!';1 n1'::ir.in '::111l 
)J ))!l))n )Y.l il1P 

Gemach 
Lahachnossas Kallah 

Pepi Licht 
under the auspices of N'shei Ahavas Chesed 

138 Parkville Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11230 

We are pleased to notify the 
public that we have adequate 
funds for substantial loans for 

chasanim and kallahs. 
For more information please 

contact: 
Mrs. Goldman (718) 633-5005 

NOTICE 
The following is the text of article VI of the 
Beth Medrash Govoha, Lakewood, N.J. 
by-laws, which are currently in full force 
and effect, and are carried out in practice . 

ARTICLE VI 
Beth Medrash Govoha shall maintain a 
nondiscriminatory admissions policy and 
shall at all times be in compliance with 
applicable federal, state and local regula
tions in regard to admissions, accommo
dations. educational opportunity, student 
aid policies and employment. 
Qualified men of the Jewish faith are 
admitted to Beth Medrash Govoha and 
are uniformly accorded all right, privi
leges and benefits, without regard to 
race, color, national or ethnic origin. 
Seth Medrash Govoha shall maintain a 
policy of Equal Opportunities in Employ
ment. 

IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF YOUR 

TEF!LAH, INCREASE YOUR KAVANA 

AND CONCENTRATION FOR SH MONA 

ESREI THROUGH COMPREHENSION 

AND UNDERSTANDING OF THE TEXT 

NOW AVAILABLE 

"B'IUR SHMONA ESREI" 
BY RABBI YEHOSHUA KAGANOFF 

(of Oial-A-Shiur) 

$6 for a 90 minute Tape - $40 set of 8 

Wri1e: Rabbi Kaganoff/7439 Dorcd> Strep\ 

Philadelphia, Pa. 19111 

Or Call (215) 742-8421 (718) 377-5693 

HEBREW ACADEMY 
OF CLEVELAND 

publishes over 50 Educational Items 
for Hebrew Day Schools 

Catalog sent upon request 
Send $LOO for handling to: 

HEBREW ACADEMY PUBLICATIONS DEPT. 

1860 South Taylor Rd., Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118 
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ISRAEL: THE GOOD NEWS 

To the Editor: 

Such people do live among us, and 
I think everyone should hear of it. 

It was close to midnight on this 
past Motzaei Shabbos, when the 
rainstorm caused by the Russian 
nuclear disaster was at its peak in 
and around Jerusalem. We were 
hurrying to take our son-in-law and 
our daughter to the airport to catch 
the 1 AM. flight to New York. We 
were on the highway just outside of 
Jerusalem when our car broke down. 

We all got out, and while my hus
band was trying to fix it, we were 
flagging taxis. But because of the 
stormy night, they were all full, and 

went speeding by. A couple of people 
did stop to ask if they could help, and 
were sorry they had full cars and 
couldn't do anything for us. 

It was getting later and later ... we 
were in real trouble ... and then it 
happened ... another car pulled up 
(also packed to the rafters with kids 
of all ages), and our son-in-law re
peated our story and thanked them 
for stopping. 

But this time was different. The 
driver said he would leave his family 

in our car, take our daughter and 
her husband (and their suitcases) to 
the airport, and return for his family: 
whereupon, his wife (holding the 
infant), and the kids piled out into 
the downpour, and started running 
towards our car! 

This man is a rabbi at Yeshivat 
Bels Medrash LaTorah (B.M.T.) 

In the merit of their good inten
tions, a taxi pulled over. Beautiful 
story, isn't it? RAHELLE SCHWARTZ 

Jerusalem 

TORAH. 
"A 'nlste of Torah" is a Torah leaming radio program ~ 
exploring the Jewish perspective on AIDS, MONEY, 
WOMEN'S RIGHTS, NUCLEAR WAR and other 
critical issues. 

"A Taste of Torah" Every 'lllesday 10:30 PM 98 FM 
Call (718) 376-6325 for FREE schedule and tape listing 

CENTER FOR TEACHER TRAINING 
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----------85 Parkville Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11230 ---------
(718) 338-2834 or 853-5111 

TODAY, AS NEVER BEFORE IN OUR HISTORY-KLAL YISROEL IS SEARCHING FOR LEADERSHIP! 

Join the ranks of Kollel Talmidei Chachomim, who, inspired by the ideals of Harbotzas Torah, are gaining the 
professional expertise in teaching skills to meet the challenges of our time-in the classroom and in the community. 

While continuing to learn in your Kollel by day, the Mercaz offers you nightly courses and lectures by outstanding 
mechanchim and Roshei Yeshiva. 

Substantial fellowships available to all candidates. 
Program begins immediately after Succos. 

Rabbi Raphael B. Butler 
Founding Director 

Rabbi Joel Kramer-Teaching Methodology 
Rabbi Moshe Leibowitz-Hebrew Language 
Rabbi Hillel Mandel-SupeTvised Teaching 

Rav Shmuel Berenbaum N"\))7\!J 
Rav Henoch Leibowitz N"")'\!J 
Rav Avraham Pam N''"'''ll 

Rabbi Joel Kramer 
Educational Director 

FACULTY 

Rabbi Yehudah Rupp 
Recruitment Direcror 

Mr. Avi Shulman-Public Speaking/Time Management 
Rabbi Berel Wein-Jewish History, Practical Rabbinics 
Rabbi Gershon Weiss-Chuma.sh and Navi 

GUEST LECTURERS 
Rav Yaakov Perlow N""'''ll 
Rav Simcha Wasserman N""''\!J 
Rav Motel Weinberg N""''\!J 
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REBAHARONANDTHEGORAL 

To the Editor 

In a letter (JO April '87, P.41) Rabbi 
Shaul Kagan questioned the accu· 
racy of the story of Rabbi Aharon 
Kotler '"'l using the Goral HAGR"A 
lottery. Years ago, after a Shabbos 
Seuda together with Reb Aharon's 
son and successor as Rosh Yeshiva. 
Reb Shneur '"'l, I asked whether 
this story is true. Reb Shneur replied 
that the story is true but the ques
tion for which RebAharon consulted 
the Goral was not in regard to com
ing to America, but rather in regard 
to going to England. 

I then asked: if so. to whom did the 
word "Moshe" in the Goral's reply 
refer? 

Reb Shneur expressed his eager· 
ness to explain this and to relate the 
entire incident, but because a group 
of recently arrived Russian Jews was 
waiting to meet him, he told me that 
it would have to wait for a more 
opportune time. Unfortunately the 
proper opportunity for this did not 
arise before we were stricken with 
his illness and subsequent passing. 

YITZCHOKA PENFIL 
Lakewood, NJ 

. 1"1'T':J.N Ji:J.~1"1 
LOST & FOUND 

WOMEN 
Want to earn high salary;> 

Master bookkeeping 
in just 8 weeks 

with simple course. 

Enrolling now 
for fall course. 

(718) 692-1712 
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PRES. REAGAN APPOINTS RABBI 
BESSERTOHERITAGEABROADCOM
MISSION: President Ronald Reagan has 
appointed Rabbi Chasker Besser of New 
York as one of 21 members of the new 
President's Commission on the Preser
vation of America's Heritage Abroad. 

The Commission's task will be to iden
tify cemeteries and historic monuments 
and buildings overseas that are asso
ciated with the heritage of U.S. citizens 
from eastern and central Europe, partic
ularly those in danger of deterioration 
and destruction. The body will work with 
the State Department to obtain assur
ances from foreign governments that the 
cemeteries, monuments, and buildings 
will be preserved and protected. 

DIGEST OF MEFORSHIM 

,t:,, p? ,n::i ,t:,, p? 
':>"YT illD':ix ':ixmw l";i;;ir.i 

A1'ailable at 

LEKUTEI 
clo Yitzchok Rosenberg 

10 \Vest 4 7th Street, Roorn 503 
Nev.· York, NY 10036 

(212) 719-1717 

20 Volumes on Turah, Perek, 
Medrash, Megilos and Talmud. 

Proceeds of sales distributed 
a1nong \:'eshivos and used for 

reprinting of volurnes out-of-print 

PHICE: $8.00 PER VOLUME 

4916 13th Ave., B'klyn, N.Y. 11219 
(718) 854-2911 

PROFESSIONAL PHOTOS 
OF 

GEDOLIM 
LARGEST SELECTION 
3Y2" x 5" for your collection 

5" x 7" tip to 16" x 20" for display 

ZAVE 
SHER UN 

BIG 
APPLE 
COPY & PRINTING 

CENTER 

87 NASSAU ST 
NEW YORK, NY 10038 

(212) 962-4282 
(212) 267·9478 
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r--------------- n11n\Vn--------------

Mr. and Mrs. 
Berish Fuchs 

and 
Mr. S Mrs. Moshe Fuchs 

wish all of their 
friends and relatives: 
1Dnnn1 1Jn:>n n:i1" i1J\!J? 

iorin.ni i:l.n".n n:lito nlw7 
to 

Rabbi Moshe Sherer 
and his distinguished staff 

to friends of Agudath Israel 
and all of Klal Y isroel 

Mr. & Mrs. Yaakov Rieder 
and family 

L 'shana Tova 
to all 

1Dnnn11Jn:>n n:i1" il)\!JJ 

Best Wishes to all our 
friends and relatives 

for a ffappy, ffealthy and 
Prosperous New Year 

Mr. and Mrs. 
Alan Jay Rosenberg & 

family 
Kew Gardens, N. Y. 

Rabbi and Mrs. 
Daniel Lapin 

and the 
Torah Community of 

Venice, California 
wish all their friends 

a Shana Tova! 

ir.innm 1:in:m n:i '" lll\!17 
:i1" ;::i1 nn;sn 

n:rn~ n~•nm n::i•n::i 

Mr. St Mrs. Yossi Stern 
and family 

Edison, New Jersey 
Mr. lit Mrs. David Lenovitz 

lit /lfoshe 
m:ii o>il!I; 1::im 

Levi lit Davida Reisman 

n:i1" nr.i>:nm n:i>:n::i 
To All Our Relatives and friends 
Moishe, feige lit Menachem 

fRIEDERWITZER 

Mechi lit Duv fendel 
Pnina lit Yitzchok Wilk 

of Yerushalayiim 
n-')'.'ln O'.,'l'11"3 nN:in nl'tl' 

Dallas, Texas 

We extend to all of 
Kial Yisroel 

our sincerest wishes for a 

!Yafloli and Shaine llirsch 
and family 

Best wishes for a 

n:n" nr.i>:nm n:i>:n::i 

Rabbi lit Mrs. Menachem 
Lubinsky and family 

Lubicom 
21 West :38th Street 

New York, N.Y. 10018 



....--------------n11o'lln--------------

Mr. and Mrs. 
David Singer and family 

wish all friends and relatives 
a year of health, happiness 

and prosperity 
amongst all of Kial Yisroel 

n:nt0 n~,nni n:i,n:i 

n:ii\:l n1J,nn1 n:i,n:> 
to all relatives and friends 

Rabbi f( Mrs. Josef Loebenstein 
Vineland, !Yew Jersey 

io.nn.ni i:;.n::i.n n:mci nltv'? 
Best Wishes to all our 

friends and relatives for a 
Jfappy, /lealthy and Prosperous 

!Yew Year 

Mr. f( Mrs. Louis Glueck 

Best Wishes for a 
n::no no>nm nJ>n:i 

11Jnnm 1:in:m n:i11:> m\?J7 
Best wishes to all our 
friends and relatives 
for a happy, healthy 

and prosperous 
New Year 

Phyllis and Chaim Shroot 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Dr. and Mrs. Samuel Fuhrer 
andFamlly 

Wishing all of Kl.al Yisroel a 
happy and healthy New Year 

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Treitel 
&Family 

Los Angeles, California 
.. 

Mr. and Mrs. Berlfamln Katz 
and Family 

wish you 
a Happy, Healthy and 
Prosperous New Year 

772 Remsen Avenue 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

to friends, relatives, and 
Kial Yisroel 

Dr. N Mrs. Baruch Adler 
wish all their 

friends and relatll!e.s a 
n::l1t:1 no•nn1 n::l•n:i 

icnnr11 i:iron n:iite nJ!t'':> 

to all Jews 
wherever they may be 

Hugh Hoffman 
Scarsdale, N. Y. 

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Fried 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

Mr. N Mrs. Rudy Tauber 
Kew Gardens /fills, New York 

10.nn.n1 1:1.n:m n:i1t:1 mw; 
n311W'1 n71Nl mw 

:i1t:1 'i:i1 ,nn?xn 

Mr. N Mrs. Abish Brodt 
and family 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 
I 



..----------------n11nvn--.------------·-.... 
Cong. Kehilath Israel 

of Spring Valley, NY 

Wishing you were here for ... 
Best wishes for a 

Ksiva Vechasima Tova 
The best in the coming year 
and happiness forever after! 

Under the leadership 

to our founders, friends &'.supporters 

:ip!: ,~,~~~, ~;~~~,,i;;:'l.I' ~ 
YESHIVA GEDOLAH ATERES YMKOV of our esteemed 

RabbiAvrohom MeirQluck, N"t>'?'l.I 411 Serena Road · Hewlett. N.Y.11557 • (516) 374-76:14 • 569-7331 

Join our special community-
we glady await your calls. 

evenings: (914) :352-5164, (914) 425-08:32 
day: (914) :356-2947 

. 

,W"JK 'i:::l'i ,1"'i1 i1'i)):l1 i1ii''i1 't:lK'i 
t:IW t:li1 iWK:l 1l'1'1'1 1l':l1ip 'i:::i'i 

liiW1Kt:l mw1 n:.1ui iit:l'lim ii:l'li:::l li:::li:l 

1liii£llt't:l1 )Kt:l"J 1'it:l''iK 

We wish all our friends, 
relatives, and Jews everywhere 

n:.iui i1t:l'lim n:.'li:::l 

Mr. lJ( Mrs. Max Berg 

lforav Yitzchak Knobel, Rosh lfayeshiva 
Rabbi Mordechal Kamenetzky, Menahel 

1T:lliiili1 1:lli:::lli i1:l1tl i1lW'i 

to all relatives and friends from 

Mr. lJ( Mrs. Julius Klugmann 
and f'amily 

461 fort Washington Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. 100.33 

i1J)1W'1 i1'i1~:t rrnv 
to a// of Kial Yisroe/ 

Rabbi lJ( Mrs. 
Chaskel Besser 

n:im nr.i>nm n:i>n' 
from 

Yaakov & Bryna Bender 
and Family 

The Shmuel Oelbaums 

wish friends and relatives 
npinr.:i n::i.iei M.JtV 

Best Wishes 
from 

Irwin Ferber 

Mr. l!t Mrs. Dauid Mendlowitz 

wish one and all a 
n:ne i"it.:i'rini n::i.'n' 

Best Wishes ff1r 
il:ne iiO'nni n::J'n~ 

Rabbi and Mrs. Eli Munk 
Mr. lit Mrs. 

Isaac Kinner 

O L-rd our L-rd 

. 

. 

. 

Mr. l!t Mrs. Chaim J. Banker 

wish one and all a 

n:i11:> nr.i>nm n:i>n::i 
from 

Mr. & Mrs. David M. 
Rubinstein & family 

llow Glorious is Thy lYame 
lfappy New Year 

n:nei iiO'.ilni n::i.'n' Bernard Kuperstein 



,--------------n11n'lln--------------

Mr. & Mrs. Mel Warrenbrand 
Mr. & Mrs. Baruch Katz 

of 
G & Sons Depl Store 
48th St S New Utrecht Ave. 

Bora Parle, Brooklyn 

wish all ffial Yisroel 
n:m:> i11J'l'lnl n::im:> 

ir.innrn i:in:m n:mo nltV7 
Best Wishes to all our 

friends and relatives for a 
/fappy, /fealthy and 
Prosperous New Year 

Mr. IJt Mrs. Chaim II. Leshkowitz 
Mr. (!( Mrs. Yossie Leshkowitz 

n:nu ttt.>'nnl Ill'n:> n:>i:i 

1n31n311 1:131:>31 n:>.11J n:i. \!J'J 
to all relatives and friends 
Dr. & Mrs. Sheldon Zinn 

Phoenix, Arizona 

N:l''i1 Nj:lOlVO i1:llt:l i1Jtt''i 
to Abba and Ima 

from 

JYachum and f'eigie Stein 
Esther, Tsippora, Chaya, 

Bas Sheva, Basya, and Yitzchok'l 

n:11c no>nm nJ>nJ 
: .Jl\!.lln U1lY' n1n\!.11nn m\!17 

nnN i'l'TllN 0?1:> 'l\!.IY'l" 
".C;\!l ll;l ll1>1 nl\!IY; 

Rabbi Dr. S Mrs. Manfred Fulda 
and family 

To all our friends, relatives 
and clients 

Best Wishes to all our 
friends and relatives for a 

Happy, Healthy and Prosperous 
New Year 

ll'ln!l~r.n )"'P o,1!lN 

,on>i>1>1 on>:mp ''' o>;nNo 
.npml:ll ilJ1c ml!l !:>N1v> n>J !:>=>71 

Rabb.IS Mrs. 
Meir Shammal 

Rennert 
wish Kial Yisroel 
ilYll!l'l n7lNl !1ll!I 

Mr. S Mrs. N. Bef!iamin 
Perlman, C.P.A. S C.F.P. 

M:llt!l MC'rlrti iil,f\;:, 

Rabbi and Mrs. M1mlechai Katt 
Chicago 

MlltO Mtl'11Ml ii:l,f\:l 

Mr. & Mrs. Menachem M. 
Shaym>ich 

and family 

Mr. and Mrs. Moishe Katt 
Lawrence, LI. 

n:no no>nm n:i>n:i 
Miriam l!i' Mendy l'rofesorske 

Sora, Yossle,Ari l't Esti 
Staten Island, ff. Y. 

Mr. S Mrs. Lawrence 
S. Bootln S Family 

wish one & all a 
happy & healthy 5748 



Is It Necessary To Help Keren HaSh'viis Now, 
When The Shmitta Year Is Almost Over? 

Well, just think for a moment: To the Israeli farmer who has not 
worked his land for almost a full year, now is when the times are 
toughest. And when the Shmitta year is finally over, it takes several 
months to a year for the new crops to be planted, grown, harvested 
and finally sold. It's no wonder that now is when outside financial 
help is most needed. 

This year, an estimated 3,000 farmers-the largest number in 
modern history-are observing Shmitta. This is due largely to the 
efforts of Keren HaShviis, the major force in Eretz Yisroel that has 
spread the consciousness of Mitzvos Shviis throughoutthe land. 
Under the leadership of Rabbi Mendelson of Moshav Kommemius, 
farmers are helped with substantial cash stipends, alternative 
employment systems, and programs of public education. In fact, the 
budget for this year's campaign has exceeded $6,000,000! 

Now is the time to help these courageous farmers, as the Shmitta 
year draws to a close, and as funds are needed more than ever. 

Don't let this Mitzvah opportunity slip away ... respond today
and generously-so you too will share in this great mitzvah that 
comes along but once in seven years. 

YES! Enclosed please find my tax-deductible donation to join Keren HaSh'viis 
in their holy work: 

0$1000 0$500 0$360 0$180 0$100 0$50 OOther 

Name ___________ _ 

Address __________ _ 

City _____ State, ___ Zip __ _ 

Mail to: 
Keren HaSh'viis 
Suite 1200 
84 William Street 
New York, NY 10038 



Begin the New Year 
with a 

new book 

by Rabbi Elie Munk 
The harmony inherent fn 
Creation. Insights into the 
relationship between the 
physical, the spiritual and the 
ethical. by the renowned 
author of The Call of the 
Torah and The World of 
Prayer. 104 pp./ 
hard cover/$8.95. 

from 

by Chaiky Halpern 
Mihu is back again ~ this 
time with a strange blue 
budgie' A Sefer R1mon 
paperback/$2.50 

by Rabbi Yecheskel Leitner 
The amazing WWII odyssey 
of the Mirrer Yeshiva 
students from war~ravaged 
Poland to Shanghai. China. 
With maps. documents and 
photos. 160 pp./hard cover. 
$12.95/paperback. $9.95. 

by Rabbi Alexandre Safran 
Essays on the Kabbatistic 
meaning and destiny our 
Nation. our Faith and our 
Holy Land. by the Chief 
Rabbi of Geneva. 486 pp.I 
hard cover/$19.95 

by Rabbi Eliezer Gevirtz 
Another 1ntrigu1ng class mystery waiting to be 
solved. by Binyamin Lamm. your favorite boy 
detective_ As funny and 1ngen1ous as its 
predecessor (The Mystery of the Missing 
Pushke). 192 pp_; hard cover. $9 95/ paperback. 
S7 95 

FELD HEIM - publishers of Torah Literature 
for the ivhole faniily 

FELDHEIM PUBLISHERS 

Send for a FREE copy of our catalog. 

200 Airport Executive Park, Spring Valley, NY 10977 914-356-2282-212-219-2215 
Visa & MasterCard accepted •Out-of-Slate Call Toll Free 800-237-7149 

When in Jerusalem visit our Bookstore al: 20 Strauss Slreet. Tel. (02) 233-554 



With our 11no-points, no-application-fee" 
Home Equity Line of Credit. 

You pay no points and no application fee, with a Greater Home 
Equity account and the interest rate is adjusted each month at 
1.75% above the Prime Rate as published in The Wall Street Journal. 

Or if you prefer, your interest rate can be lower-just 1.5% above 
the prime rate adjusted monthly, if you agree to pay a 1-point (1 %) 
origination fee. Still no application fee! 

Either of these Greater "Open Door" Home Equity Accounts lets 
you borrow up to 75% of the equity in your house or condominium. 
You get a low-cost line of credit, secured by a mortgage on your 
home, to use whenever you want, just by writing checks. 

And you only pay interest on the amount you actually borrow. 
This will keep your monthly payments low and may permit you to 
take advantage of a valuable tax deduction. (You should consult 
your tax advisor to determine deductibility.) 

For complete details, visit any Greater branch, send the 
coupon, or call our Consumer Loan Department at 
718-859-8884, 

r-------------~ 

I 
The Greater New York Savings Bank 
Consumer Loan Department 
1550 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11210 

( Please send me full information and an appl\cotion for your "Open Door" Home Equity I line-of-credit. 

I NAME 

I 
ADDRESS 

._..CITY 

I I TELEPHONE 

STATE ZIP 

I 

: @~&ii~G THEG~EATE~ .. I 
L __________________ p-9187~ 

The Greater New York Savings Bank 
MEMBER FDIC 

Consumer Loan Department: 718-859-8884. In Brooklyn: Fifth Avenue, 9th and 10th Streets, 718-965-7500 •Church and McDonald 
Avenues, 718-435-4300 • 18th Avenue and East 2nd Street. 718-435-4100 •Seventh Avenue and President Street, 718-789-4100 •Bay 
Parkway and 67th Street, 718-837-8400 • 13th Avenue and 53rd Street, 718-436-9505 • Neptune Avenue and West 5th Street, 
718-996-4100 • 1045 Flatbush Avenue at Duryea Place, 718-282-7500 • 1550 Flatbush Avenue at Nostrand Avenue, 718-859-5300. 
In Manhattan: Broadway and West 79th Street. 212-873-3730. In Queens: Hillside Avenue at 179th Street, 718-291-3100 In Nassau: 
222 Station Plaza North and 3rd Avenue, Mineola, 516-747-6100. Customer service: 718-965-7526. © 1987THEGREATERNEWYORKSAVINGSBANK 



The apple dipped in honey symbolizes the sweetness we 
feel at this extraordinary time of year. 

Your neighbors at Community National promise to do 
everything we can to make your year 5748 just as rich, 

promising and sweet. And we hope all of our neighbors 
are inscribed in the book of life. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR from 
COMMUNITY NATIONAL BANK 

G:r 
lllMI llllllSlllG 
LENDER 



... to join the broadest coalition of 
Orthodox Jews, headed by eminent Torah authorities, 

for a four-day Torah experience at the 

National Convention of 
Agudath Israel of America 

This year, at a beautiful new location: 

STEVENSVILLE HOTEL 
AND CONVENTION CENTER 

Swan Lake, New York 

Thursday through Sunday 
N"overnber26-29, 1987 
n11 r.J\!Jl1 1?0'.) n-n 

--------------~---------------------------------~------

Please reserve accommodations for. . persons to the 
65th National Conve.ntion of Agudath Israel of. America, 
Thursday through Sunday, November 26.,.29, 19$7 at the 
Stevensville Hotel & Convention Center, Swan Lake, 
New York. 

NAME ---~--'----------'~~-~-~ 
ADDRESS~~---'-----,----.,.-,--c---~~~~ 

CITY --"-------STATE __ _, ZIP ---

TELEPHQNE:Day(_· -·>~---Evening(_·_) ___ _ 

$75 Per Person Deposit Required. Please Enclose. 
(Reservations are subject ta confirmation.) 

I am enclosing 
D Deposit $75 per person: $.'-----'--~ 
5748 Membership Dues: $ 25.00 
TOTAL ENCLOSED $. __ _ 

Check·type of ·accommodation· requested. (Give. first.and 
second choice.) All rates are for !fouble occupancydfaccom-' 
modation requested is not available, next categorywill be 
assigned. 
Rates Pet Person (Por4Days, 3 Nights) 
OEconomy* DStandard OPreferted .DSuperior ·. DOeluxe 

$229 $259 $279 $3Q9 $349 
"These rooms contairt 
_a_semi~private bilth. 

D .Single Occupancy(Limited) $449 

D Wednesday evening arrival at special rate of $50 per 
person (includes full dinner Wednesday evening & 
Thursday breakfast). 

Q Please send information regarding day camp an!f 
children's rates. 

Please ribte that 15% Will be-adde_d to-the bill_toCove~ -augfan.iitJEis. 
It w:ill also include the registration fee and delegate kit. 


