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WHOSEJERUSAI,EM? 

T he prayers, hopes, and yearnings of Jews for mil
lennia have centered on return to Zion and the 
rebuilding of Jerusalem, as the spiritual climax to 

the vicissitudes ofhistory. Both as an abstraction and as 
city of gold-hued stones built on roiling hills-in sym
bolic import and in the specifics ofhalachic guidelines
Jerusalem throbs with sanctity. The site of the Akeida 
(the binding of Isaac), the setting of the Beis Hamik
dash, the seat of David's monarchy, and the place of his 
progeny's eventual return-every inch of the city that 
surrounds this most heavenly of spots on earth is holy. 

As a counterpart to Jerusalem in time, we have the 
Shabbos-the day that G-d made holy to testify to His act 
of Creation and to His rule over the affairs of man. How 
painful, then, is the prospect of organized public desecra
tion of the Shabbos in Jerusalem! 

Every such violation in the sanctity of Shabbos in 
Jerusalem is a stab in the heart of the religious Jew
whether he lives in Jerusalem as (in some cases) the 
eighth generation of families dedicated to the sanctity of 
the Holy City, or he has emigrated to Jerusalem from the 
diaspora to experience a!iya-elevation-in every sense 
of the word, or, thousands of miles away, he has "Yeru-

Ezriel Tushaviobserves the Jewish scene for readers of JO. 
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shalayim" on his lips countless times a day as a focal 
point of Jewry's prayers and a symbol of all that is holy. 

To be sure, there are Jews living in Jerusalem who 
would delight in finding a "fuller cultural life" (in the 
broadest sense of the word) within the city's limits
especially on weekends. They lack appreciation of the 
beauty and meaning of Shabbos, and find its restrictions 
stultifying. So they seek the liberated atmosphere of Tel 
Aviv instead, some hoping to bring it back to Jerusalem, 
precipitating a very ugly crisis. 

These two conflicting views of Jerusalem-the tem
poral city versus the transcendental one-have always 
made for an uneasy truce. Seculartzed Jews have been 
attempting to carve out their own turf in the stones of 
Jerusalem, bringing Western ideals and modes of recrea
tion to the city, often at the expense of Kedushas Shab
bos and in violation of a basic sense of modesty. For 
instance, two years ago, public bus shelters sported pro
vocative swim-suit ads, triggering widespread objection. 
And now, moving picture theaters have begun to operate 
in Jerusalem on Shabbos, and a strong protest is being 
sounded. 

For their part, the non-religious Jerusalemites also 
claim to feel threatened. When the Charedim moved out 
of the confines of Me'ah She'arim, into neighboring 
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Ezriel Toshavi 

If this were merely a matter of lifestyles in conflict, then 
a highly skilled referee could maintain some kind of 

balance between the different forces. But in this case, it is 
the very nature of Jerusalem up for claims. 

City of Sanctity-Under Siege 

Geula, and on to Makar Baruch, Ramot Eshkol and sub
urban Ramot, the secularists protested what they per
ceive as a threatening take-over. And now they are 
demanding the right to enjoy their recreational time as 
they would want-in Jerusalem, any day of the week. 

NO MA1TER FORA REFEREE 

I f this were merely a matter of lifestyles in conflict. 
then a highly skilled referee could maintain some 
kind of balance between the different forces. But in 

this case, it is the very nature of Jerusalem up for claims. 
and a sanctity that should be meaningful to every Jew is 
being threatened with compromise. And even if an arbi
trator were needed, Jerusalem's Mayor Teddy Kollek
who attempted to plant a Sabbath-desecrating sports 
stadium on the hilltop of Shuafot (within cheering dis
tance of Jerusalem's Charedi northern tier), granted the 
Mormons the right to erect Brigham Young University's 
campus atop Mount Scopus. is attempting to convert the 
Old City into a colorful artists' colony. and is now plan
ning an alternative soccer stadium for Jerusalem's 
southern flank-is surely not that even-handed states
man. 

Kollek is a visionary pursuing his very own perverted 
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concept of Jerusalem's role as a cosmopolitan capital, 
alongside Paris, Vienna, and Tokyo, with the Charedi 
population tightly confined to well-defined ghettoes. The 
singular significance of Jerusalem as a sacred city. how
ever. antedates its role as capital of the modem State by 
thousands of years, transcends considerations of com
merce, culture and recreation, and must be the overrid
ing criterion in determining what is acceptable and what 
is not. Even an objective referee cannot settle these con
flicts when they arise, for the character of Jerusalem
the entire city-must always remain inviolate. Thus the 
most recent conflict. surrounding the showing of movies 
on Shabbos in select theaters in the very heart of Jerusa
lem, is all the more portentous. 

A MULTI-FACETED WOUND 

M any factors compound the hurt of this outrage
ously callous action. Beyond the brazen break of 
the sanctity of the Shabbos, the movie houses 

showed R- and X- rated films (the very names of the films 
are too repulsive to mention) as the initial step in bring
ing "Friday Night culture" to the citizens of Jerusalem. 

Beit Agron, at the foot ofRechov Strauss-which runs 
between the Charedi Geula and Mea Shearim neighbor-
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hoods-was selected as one of the movie houses to pre· 
mier the breach of Shabbos ... deliberate provocation, by 
any account. 

The municipal by-laws that forbid places of entertain· 
ment from functioning on Shabbos do permit showing 
of films at cultural gatherings. To conform with the letter 
of this law. some movie houses introduced the filmings 
with short talks-a rather insulting subterfuge, pretend· 
ing to convert trash into culture. 

The Cinemateque Complex. which is in the lead of this 
"cultural upheaval," is headed by non-Jewish Lia Van 
Leer(Quote: "I think it is very important that we stand up 
and fight for our way of life"-from an interview in the 
LA. Times), member of the billionaire Dutch Van Leer 
family, which is also at the forefront of promoting social 
interchange between Arab and Jewish students .... "Our 
way of life"? 

To be sure, this flagrant violation of the Shabbos, week 
after week, called out a strong public protest. Expecting 
large crowds on the first Shabbos of the screenings, the 
police assigned a thousand Shomrei Hagvul border 
police to cordon off the streets leading to the movie theat. 
ers, permitting no more than a handful of protesting 
religious Jews from spilling into the area. 

In a strong expression of unity, rabbinical leaders of all 
segments of Orthodoxy-the world renowned halachic 
authorities Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Auerbach and Rabbi 
Shalom YosefE!yashuv, as well as the official Chief Rab
bis oflsrael, the Chief Rabbis of Jerusalem, the dayanim 
(rabbinical judges) of Agudath Israel and of the Eida 
Hachareidis-joined in agathering of prayer and protest 
at the Kosel Maaravi on Yorn Kippur Kattan, August 24: 
an estimated 50,000 people responded to the call, in an 
outpouring of concern. 

The following week (September 5), large groups of 
Charedim convened at some twenty different locales in 
Jerusalem where public Sabbath desecration regularly 
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takes place, to protest the Chilul Shabbos. The police 
dispatched several anti-terrorist battalions to "keep the 
peace" -swinging billy clubs. spraying yellow-dyed liquid 
with water cannons, hurling tear gas indiscriminate· 
ly-certainly going far, far beyond the requirements of 
containing what was a deliberately peaceful demonstra
tion in the first place .... Some secular press reports 
typically made much of an isolated incident of irrespon
sible youths throwing stones. and headlined their sto
ries: "Charedi Violence." More accurately. the stories 
should have read: "Anti·Charedi Violence." 

On the second last Shabbos of the year (September 12 ), 
Jews from all circles of Orthodoxy gathered at thirty six 
designated spots in Jerusalem to daven Mussa] under 
the sky. as a public expression of solidarity for Shabbos 
... while two more movie theaters opened for screenings. 

SHOCK WAVES 

M any a sensitive Israeli has recoiled in horror 
from the entire spectacle of police battering reli· 
gious Jews, to protect the "rights" of citizens to 

break the law, and desanctify Jerusalem in the process. 
Israel's President Chaim Herzog, a leading Labor figure, 
has personally condemned the opening of movie houses 
on Shabbos in Jerusalem as totally uncalled for and 
inappropriate. Maariv's senior editor. Shmuel Schnitzer, 
highly respected in secular circles, wrote a column decry
ing the attempts to change the nature of Jerusalem, as 
well as the deliberate damage this is doing to the Status 
Quo agreement of 1948. As has been mentioned pre
viously in these pages, this was an agreement drawn up 
by David ben Gurion and the World Agudath Israel 
Movement guaranteeing certain religious features of the 
emerging State-including the cessation of public 
transportation and the closing of places of entertain· 
ment on Shabbos. This was not designed as a temporary 
concession to win the involvement of the Orthodox; it 
was, among other things, a formula for the co-existence 
between staunchly secular and deeply religious Jews !iv· 
ing in the same country, often the same neighborhoods, 
in fact preventing the state from splitting irreparably 
into two. 

Chipping away at the Status Quo·-and these Shabbos 
screenings are part of a country-wide anti -Shabbos cam· 
paign, which includes operating the cable cars in Haifa 
and showing movies in Petach Tikva-can only be a stra
tegy for internecine warfare and disaster. It is an assault 
against a proven, long-standing design for preserving a 
very fragile peace. 

KOLLEK: WHOSE MAYOR? 

T he entire episode would not have taken place 
without the active involvement of Jerusalem's 
Mayor, Teddy Kollek. During the early summer, he 

staged a series of highly publicized Friday afternoon 
interviews with young people driving out of Jerusalem, 
asking them where they were heading ("Tel Aviv"), what 
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Every violation in the sanctity of Shabbos in Jerusalem 
is a stab in the heart of the religious Jew-whether he 

is an eighth generation Yerushalmi, or lives 
thousands of miles away. 
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Original documents of the Jewish Agency's pledge to Agudath Israel 
before Israeli independence, setting the status quo. 

they were seeking ("Exciting night life"), and urging 
them to stay ... a perfect public relations prep for what 
was coming. Moreover, without Kollek closing his eyes to 
the violation of Jerusalem's municipal by-laws, the movie 
houses could never have remained open. 

ls this a case of "the Mayor of all of Jerusalem" siding 
with 2.000 hard-core secularists (500-1,000 movie go-ers 
plus an equal number of Friday night exit-ers), overlook-
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ing ten-times-the-number of visitors that come to Jerus
alem to experience its unique Shabbos atmosphere. and 
ignoring an additional 50,000-100.000 religious Jews 
(those who came to the Kosel on Yom Kippur Kattan, 
plus an equal number of sympathizers who did not 
come)? Perhaps, one might suggest. his concern is to 
keep Jerusalem a lively, vibrant growing city, and
recognizing that datiim and Charedim will remain in the 
Holy City regardless of what cultural changes are intro
duced-he is merely trying to please that element which 
is most likely to abandon the city if its areas of discontent 
are not addressed ... an element that will likely move on 
to other locales anyway when brighter lights beckon . 

This, however, cannot be the case. A recent poll taken 
by the Jerusalem Institute for Research of Israel (which 
is under the Jerusalem Municipality and the Jerusalem 
Foundation, both headed by Mayor Teddy Kollek) asked 
5,000 secular Jews who left Jerusalem, why they left. The 
results were that 3% left Jerusalem because of the 
increasing power of religious Jewish groups; less than 
I% because of lack of places of entertainment; 42% 
because of housing problems; and 25% because they did 
not have jobs. Apparently. he is responding to the gripes 
of 4%, not the sensitivities and needs of the vast majority 
of the secular dropouts-never mind religious Jeru
salemites. 

Obviously, Kollek has his own vision of Jerusalem
beautiful boulevards, imposing buildings, and stadia all 
have their place in his view.As forthe religious commun
ity, Kollek is actually quoted as boasting, "I am extremely 
proud that Jerusalem is the site of the largest concentra
tion of yeshiva students in the world since the destruc
tion of the Jewish spiritual center in Poland." But that is 
not all, for the same Kollek also said, "One Israel Museum 
is worth 50 yeshivos." (Haaretz-Aug. 21) And so, proba
bly, is one movie house ... And so is one Sabbath-movie
go-erworth more than 50 Sabbath observers. If that were 
not the case, the Mayor would try to placate those who are 
leaving for less frivolous reasons, and attempt to improve 
housing. help the jobless find employment. and promote 
the serenity of the Sabbath in the Holy City, instead of 
fostering its desecration and tearing asunder the sanc
tity that is meant to hold the city together. 

Perhaps the depth of the outcry of religious Jews all 
over the world, as well as the objection of others of sensi
tivity and understanding who appreciate the special 
nature of Jerusalem and the delicate fabric of Israeli 
Society-perhaps their cry of pain and protest will move 
the decision-makers, and Jerusalem will be the City of 
Peace, "a city united together," that it is truly meant to be. 

0 
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Rabbi Joseph Elias 

S'l1'tl'E of the S'l~l'E 
A REVIEW ARTICLE 

Two issues, above all else, dominate the news from Eretz Yisroel-the 
conflict between the religious and the secular camps, and the 

controversies over how to assure the political and military security of the 
state in the face of the Arab threat. 

THE SEARCH FOR SECURITY 

A veritable flood of books has 
been devoted in recent years 
to the Jewish-Arab conflict. 

In 1984 appeared From Time Im
memorial, The Origins of the Arab
Jewisb Conflict Over Palestine by 
Joan Peters. It is a hefty and heavily 
documented work-yet it may well 

Rabbi Joseph Elias is menahel of the Yeshiva 
Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch High School for 
Girls and the Rika Breuer's Teachers Seminary. 
He served as editor of the Jewish Pocket Book 
Series, is a member of the Editorial Board of JO 
and is author of the translation and commentary 
of the Artscroll Haggadah. 
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represent an exercise in futility. It 
seeks to show, from official popula
tion statistics. that "Jews did not 
displace Arabs in Palestine": this 
thinly populated wasteland was over
run by Arab immigrants from other 
countries, with British connivance, 
when the Jews began to tum itinto a 
flourishing oasis in the Middle East. 
Hence the author decries the claims 
of the Arabs to being a separate 
Palestinian nation, with a right to 
the land. Yet unfortunately, however 
right she may be, she will not find 
many takers for her ideas. The stark 
fact is that the violent upheavals 
that took place since 1920 have 

created a climate of Jewish-"Pales
tinian" confrontation, exploited by 
the Arab nations and the world's 
diplomats in general, that no scho
larly studies will dissipate. A more 
recent study, Ben Gurion and the 
PalestinianArabs, 1985, by Shabtai 
Teveth. concludes that. despite pub
lic statements to the contrary, Ben 
Gurion very early in his career rec
ognized that the Zionist program 
precluded any accommodation with 
the Arabs. Interestingly, Bernard 
Lewis's carefully researched Semites 
nd Antisemites ( 1986) stresses that 
the Arabs, and the Moslem world in 
general, even though they often 
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repressed and persecuted Jews, did 
not know antisemitism in the clas
sic sense until the rise of the Zionist 
movement, but have now embraced 
it with fervor: "For Christian anti
semi tes, the Palestine problem is a 
pretext and an outlet fortheir hatred; 
for Moslem antisemites it is the 
cause." Thus, the Arab world was not 
inclined in the l 920's to concede 
Palestine to the Jews, and as time 
passed, the conflict has become less 
and less likely to yield to peaceful 
resolution, despite occasional ap
pearance to the contrary. 

This is a point emerging forcefully 
from the pages of, for instance, War
riors for Jerusalem (1984), by Do
nald Ne.ff, a painstaking account of 
the Six Day War, basically hostile 
and biased against Israel, but ref
lecting the pessimism of outside ob
servers about a solution to theArab
Jewish problem as well as the isola
tion of the State of Israel within the 
world community-if we disregard 
the U.SA.-and the feeling that, in 
the absence of peace, it was becom
ing a swashbuckling militaristic 
state. The Lebanon war further ac
centuated this development, partic-

ularly through the tragedy of Sabra 
and Shatilla, the role of Sharon in 
drawing Israel into the war, and his 
image as a ruthless and dishonest 
political general (cf. Israel's Lebanon 
War, by Zev Schiff and Ehud Ya'art, 
1984 ). This situation is reflected in 
the hostility of the media, even in the 
U.SA., to Israel. The Media's War 
Against Israel, by S. Karetzky et al., 
1986. and Uri Dan's Blood Libel, 
1987, the story of Sharon's libel suit 
against Time Magazine, both docu
ment the bias of press and television 
against the Jewish State. Yet here, 
again, no expose will change the 
fact that Israel is caught in a situa
tion where it must either maintain a 
strong military posture, with all the 
dangers and excesses of militariza
tion and the resulting worldwide 
criticism. or agree to a peace that 
may turn out to be a greater danger 
than war. 

The former Irish delegate to the 
U.N,, C.C. O'Brtan, analyzes the op
tions before the Israeli government 
in a brilliant balanced assessment, 
The Siege (1986). The name of the 
book expresses his conviction that 
Israel is under siege from the Arab 
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world and is constantly threatened 
by it-but he also convincingly ar
gues that there is no way in which 
territorial concessions could end this 
siege and assure a permanent peace. 

FIGHT, SURRENDER, OR FLEE? 

I t is against this background that 
the present political scene in 
Israel must be understood: there 

is an element that is frustrated with 
a dream that leads only from war to 
war and chooses to emigrate, another 
that agitates for peace at almost any 
price, and a third that looks to sav
iors like Ariel Sharon or even Meir 
Kahane. Uzi Benziman (Sharon, An 
Israeli Caesar, 1985) is of the opin
ion that, despite the failure of his 
Lebanese plans and the morass into 
which he inveighed his government 
and country, Sharon still has dreams 
to head the government one day. 
While one may well doubt that this 
will come to pass, there is no ques
tion about the powerful and danger
ous impact of his personality-and 
this applies vastly more so to Kahane. 

In a devastating study, Heil 
Kahane (1986) Yair Kotler argues 
that Kahane is in the process of 
building a position of leadership 
and a large following, which is" a dis
tinct menace to Judaism and to 
Israel's society." It is a somber pic
ture that Kotler draws of Kahane's 
personal history, his role in the J.D.L,, 
and his activities before he went to 
Israel. so somber indeed that his 
account appears to cry out for a libel 
action in response-yet no such ac
tion has been taken. But most dis
turbing is the political line that Ka
hane pursues in Israel, combining 
advocacy of Torah observance with a 
radical action program whose ulti
mate implications are not fully 
spelled out but are bone-chilling. In 
a careful expose' in the Intermoun
tain Jewish News, Hillel Goldberg 
shows us a man "who claims to be 
truly, authentically Jewish but who 
... is a renegade, even within his own 
tradition, in advocating (with or 
without intent, as the case maybe) a 
program that entails indiscriminate 
murder of Arabs." 
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Herzl considered the spiritual and religious 
meaning of Jewishness irrelevant, merely a private 

matter for the individual Jew. 

Meir Kahane, he points out, stress
es many true points: the emptiness 
of a nationalism bereft of Torah, the 
hypocrisy of a democratic regime 
that is dominated by an Ashkenazic 
left-wing clique through control of 
the machinery of the State and the 
media, and their drive toward self
destruction through birth control, 
assimilation, and emigration
trends that will assure an early Arab 
majority. Yet, the solution he advo
cates not onlywill not be tolerated by 
the world, but cannot be tolerated by 
us. 

CHOOSING A FRAMEWORK 
FOR SOLUTION 

So how do we answer Kahane's 
final question to anyone dis
agreeing with him: "And what 

is your solution ?" !n truth-and 
that is the point that this wrtter 
wants to make in this review ar
ticle-the message of the books here 
mentioned (and of many others 
which have not been referred to by 
name) is that there appears to be no 
solution that any human being can 
see within the framework of the 
present situation. 

But this forces us to tum our 
attention to this framework itself. 
Theodore Herzl, in putting forth the 
vision of a Jewish State, very clearly 
defined its purpose: the "normaliza
tion" of the Jewish people. If only the 
Jews had their own country, living 
there like all other peoples live on 
their own land, instead of a parasitic 
existence among the nations, anti
semitism and the entire Jewish 
problem would disappear and the 
security of the Jewish people would 
be assured. Herzl considered the 
spiritual and religious meaning of 
Jewishness irrelevant in this con
nection, merely a private matter for 
the individual Jew.And, when Herzl's 
vision became reality, almost exactly 
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to the day that he had predicted fifty 
years earlier, the secular State 
seemed to be the confirmation of 
Herzl's approach, and was enthusi
astically welcomed as the answer to 
the problem of the Jew. 

Indeed, it provided an immediate 
haven to the pitiful remnants of 
European Jewry: it held out the 
promise that Jews-no longerdriven 
and homeless wanderers-would be 
able to find refuge in their own land: 
and to the Torah Jew, in particular, 
it meant that he could freely return 
the sacred soil, and that Torah learn
ing could attain an unprecedented 
bloom there. And yet-while Herzl's 
prediction of the emergence of the 
State came true-the consequences 
that he predicted did not come to 
pass. Where heretofore individual 
Jews were the object of hostility. now 
the State joined them as the target of 
the Jew-haters.And whereas hereto-

fore Jewish communities through
out the world experienced the tradi
tional insecurity of the Jew, now the 
new State became the focus of in
tense enmity and international 
skulduggery. The explanation is ob
vious: our security cannot be at
tained along the lines of secular 
powerpolitics, by material means. 
We are a people through G-d'sTorah, 
and we survive through His provi
dence: to ignore this is 7"1 to invite 
danger. 

At the first convention of Agudath 
Israel of America after the creation of 
Medinas Yisroel, in Hurleyville, N.Y., 
a resolution was proposed "to wel
come the creation of the State and to 
wish Rabbi I. M. Lewin (Minister of 
Social Welfare in the new govern
ment) utmost success in his efforts 
to tum it into a Torah State." Rabbi 
Aaron Kotler7"'1 immediately sprang 
to his feet and urged that the first 
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In creating a secular State, the leadership did not 
produce a Messianic age but a country beset by all 

the sicknesses of a modern secularism. 

part of the resolution be struck: 'We 
have to work with the State in order 
to seek to establish Torah rule, but it 
is not for us to welcome Its creation 
... sometimes a person has to eat of 
Yom Kippur-but he should not 
makea Yomtovout of that." In other 
words, the creation of a State that Is 
a product of secular ideology and is 
governed by it. ratherthan by Torah. 
was a source of deep concern rather 
than jubilation. (It should be re
membered thatfor this same reason. 
Rabbi Kook. the spiritual mentor of 
religious Zionism and profoundly 
committed to Yishuv Eretz Yisroel, 
was opposed to the creation of a 
State.) 

This reserved attitude toward the 
new State (which was explained more 
fully in Rabbi Reuven Grozovsky's 
incisive statements in his Bayos 
Haz'man) was found by many at that 

time hard to understand. Yet the 
passage of time tends to put histori
cal events into a clearer perspective; 
new facets. unexpected ramifica
tions. and a greater objectivity com
bine to provide a deeper under
standing of what happened and what 
it means. Thus. while the flood of 
books about Eretz Yisroel has not 
slackened since the creation of the 
State. they tend to reflect-as we 
showed by reference to some of 
them~a changing tenor about this 
momentous event and its ramifica
tions; as a leading Mapai journalist 
recently put it In connection with 
the cancellation of the Lavi project. 
the period of cocksure conviction 
that "all is possible" is over-and so 
is the time of easy solutions. as we 
have seen. Specifically. the problem 
of Israel's security cannot be solved 
in the existing secular framework. 
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THE INNER CONNECTION 

A nd here we have the inner 
connection to the other issue 
dominating the news from 

Eretz Yisroel, to which we referred at 
the beginning of this article; the bat
tle over Torah. It is not just a Kultur
kampj, as other countries have un
dergone. In creating a secular State, 
the leadership did not produce a 
Messianic age but ... well, a countiy 
beset by all the sicknesses of a mod
em secularism. Yet, though Ben
Gurion had declared, "Let the Or
thodox come and become a majority, 
and I myself will put on a Yarmulke," 
the increase In numbers and influ
ence of Torah Jewiy has evoked the 
most intense hostility and resistance 
from the secular sector-in particu
lar. the media and the academic 
world. The "status quo" agreement 
of 1948 is still around, although 
badly dented, but ever new issues 
arise to provoke battle. Tom Segev's 
1949, The First Israelis, bears elab
orate witness to the fact that from 
the beginning, in dealing with the 
Children ofTeheran and the Yemen
ite Aliya. the machineiy of the State 
has been used to fight religious 
loyalties (this book, a piece of inves
tigative reporting. based on newly 
declassified documents, which 
caused an uproar when it appeared 
in Israel, bears out all the charges 
made at the time by the Orthodox 
leaders). This Is still true-yet we 
know, with utter certainty, that the 
security and well-being of our breth
ren and the entire Yishuv can only 
be assured through Torah. 

Hence. rather than in political and 
diplomatic maneuvers-necessary 
though they may be-we find hope 
and promise in the Torah that flow
ers in Eretz Yisroel. The Gate Behind 
the Wall, a Pilgrimage to Jerusalem 
( 1984) is a moving account ofa stay 
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in Jerusalem by Samuel Heilman, a 
sociology professor at Queens Uni· 
versity. A man whose life is lived in 
two spheres, that of the university 
and that of formal Orthodox ritual, 
he searches-and finds-behind the 
golden stones of Jerusalem the gate 
to the world of true faith, piety and 
meaningful observance. As he en· 
counters Chassidim and Misnag
dim, artisans and scholars, he enters 
into the timeless stream of Jewish 
tradition. No matter from which 
vantage point the reader approaches 
thespiritualJerusalem described by 
the author. his heart will be warmed 
by the glimpses of it that he finds 
here. 

From a very different angle, too, we 
can gain an insight into the spirit of 
Jerusalem by reading Puah Shtein· 
er's Forever My Jerusalem ( 1987), a 
personal account of how the author, 
as a seven-year-old girl. experienced 
the siege and surrender of the Old 
City in 1948. The sharply drawn 
images of the Old City and its people 
have an impact even beyond the per· 
sonal story of the heroine-radiating 
deep felt piety and confidence in G·d. 
a way of life rooted in Torah, divine 
service and kindness to one another. 
(It should be noted that this book, 
beautifullyproduced and illustrated, 
is suitable for children from 10 years 
and up, as well as for adults.) 

Of course, the center of Torah life 
in Eretz Yisroel is the world of the 
yeshivos, flourishing in all parts of 
the country. It has not yet found its 
chronicler, but its influence is ref· 
lected in the Teshuva Movement, 
which has proven most effective in 
putting on record its convictions, 
aspirations and achievements. The 
Jewish Observerpreviouslyreviewed 
Return to the Source, a collection of 
writings for and by baalei teshuva, 
and Waking Up Jewish, Uri Zohar's 
moving account of his return to 
Torah. More recently, Mesorah Pub· 
lications has published Anatomy of 
a Search, by Akiva Tatz, a brilliant 
young South African surgeon. It elo· 
quently mirrors the emptiness of a 
life without Torah. and the compell· 
ing forces that drew the author and 
his friends to a full Jewish life. Here 
is the road to our future.a 
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Rabbi Nesanel Kasnett 

.---....Bl ABBXS 
ESROGTREE 

I. PARADOXES 

C onceming the identity of the 
forbidden eitz hada 'as, the 
tree of knowledge, Chazal 

(Rabbis of the Talmudic era) are of 
several opinions. Among them is 
Rabbi Abba's cited in the Midrash: 1 

From which particular tree did Adam 
and Chava eat? ... Rabbi Abba of Acco 
said, "It was an esrog tree. For it is writ
ten. 'And the woman saw that the tree 
was good for food' (Bereishis 3:6). Go and 
search for a treewhosewood is eaten like 
its fruit. You will find only the esrog." 

Eitz Yosef explains that since it 
does not say that "thefruitwas good 
for food," but rather "the tree was 
good for food," we may infer that the 
tree itself was edible. And it was 
common knowledge that the wood of 
the esrog tree could be eaten, for on 
the basis of that characteristic the 
Sages identify "pri eitz hadar'' as 
the esrog.2 

Rabbi Kasnett. a member of the Koll el of the Mir· 
rer Yeshiva, is author of A Future and A Hope, a 
collection of essays on Sefer BereishiS. This is his 
first appearance in The Jewish Observer. 
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On the third day of creation the 
Almighty commanded the earth to 
produce "fruit trees bearing fruit,"3 

and according to the Midrash the 
intention was that the wood of all 
the trees in the world be edible, tast-

Ing just like their fruit. The earth, 
however, did not obey its Creator. It 
brought forth only "trees bearing 
fruit,"4 but the wood itself could not 
be eaten. Thus, when the time came 
for Adam to be cursed for his sin, the 
earth was punished as well for this 
transgression.5 

In the light of the second Mid rash, 
which reckons the earth's failure to 
comply with Hashem's directive a 
sin, Rabbi Abba's opinion becomes 
most problematic. For he identifies 
the tree of knowledge as being the 
one whose wood was edible like its 
fruit. If so, the earth's non-compli
ance was not total! The tree of 
knowledge ( esrog) was the unique 
instance ojG-d's command having 
been fulfilled. If so, why did Hashem 
forbid Adam to eat from it? How 
could eating from the one tree in 
which G-d's will was indeed mani
fest precipitate man's downfall? And 
further, paradoxically, why did 
Hashem place His stamp of approval 
on all the other, non-conforming 
trees ("And Elokim saw that it was 
good"6 )? 
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II. BUT CAN THE EARTH 
ACTUALLY SIN? 

I n Gur Aryeh, Maharal discusses 
at length the sin of the earth. He 
writes that the earth did not 

disobey Hashem"s command will
fully, since it has no yeitzer hara. or 
evil impulse. Rather. it was unable to 
comply because of its inherent im
perfection. For the earth is a lowly 
creation, unlike the celestial enti
ties. and therefore it is in a constant 
state of imperfection. Similarly, he 
writes. man is naturally prone to sin 
("There is no righteous man on earth 
who does good deeds and does not 
sin"-Koheles 7:20), because he is 
inherently imperfect. since he comes 
from the earth. 

Specifically. explains the Maharal. 
the earth was unable to produce 
trees that tasted like their fruit be
cause the earth itself resembles only 
a pri (fruit). That is. as a lowly mate
rial creation, the earth is sustained 
by beneficial influences that ema
nate from higher celestial sources. 
just as the fruit is nurtured by the 
tree. Therefore. the earth was able to 
give taste only to its counterpart. the 
fruit, but it could not impart that 

quality to the tree. which. as a direct 
benefactor to the fruit that it bears, 
is the counterpart of the inherently 
superior celestial forces. In short. a 
beneficiary (earth) does not give to a 
benefactor (the trees). 

On its surface. the Maharal's ex
planation is difficult to understand. 
Why should Hashem command the 
earth to do something it was incap
able of doing? How could the earth's 
failure to comply be considered even 
an unwitting sin (as Maharal 
claims)? 

ID. HIDDEN PROCESSES 

R eturning for a moment to the 
Midrashic sources, we dis
cover what appears to be a 

conflict. Bereishis Rabba 5:9. cited 
above. states that the earth failed to 
respond to G-d's directive: 
Rabbi Y, the son of Rabbi Shalom said 
that (the earth) disobeyed the command. 
For The Holy One Blessed Be He, told it to 
produce ... "fruit trees bearing frult"
just as the fruit is edible, so, too, the tree 
Itself-and she did not do so: "And the 
earth sprouted vegetation ... and trees 
bearing fruit''-the fruit was edible but 
not the tree. 
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However from the Sifra7 we receive 
a different message: 
From where do we know that in the 
(Messianic) future the trees of the world 
will themselves be edible? The Torah 
states, "Fruit trees" (Bereishis 1:11). If 
Scripture is teaching us that the trees 
shall bear fruit. we already know that 
from the subsequent verse. "bearing 
fruit." If so, why does it say "fruit trees"? 
To teach that just as the fruit is eaten, so, 
too, the tree itself is eaten. 

The essential difference between 
the two Mldrashim seems to be as 
follows: Whereas according to Berei
shis Rabba, verse 11 merely con
tains a command to produce edible 
trees which the earth failed to do. 
according to Sifra it somehow inti
mates a future fulfillment in Messi
anic times. Yet we wonder how Sifra 
reaches this understanding, since 
the plain reading of verse 11 con
tains no allusion to the future. Per
haps it is not inconceivable to say 
that Sifra took its clue from the con
clusion of verse 12: "And Elokim saw 
that is was good." Disobedience is 
"good" if it is only illusory. and if 
hidden corrective processes have 
been initiated and are already at 
work. 

We find an example of this concept 
with regard to the creation of Adam. 
The Torah states, "And Hashem 
Elokim formed ( vayeitzer-spelled 
herewith two Yuds) the man."8 Rashi 
explains that the extra Yud in vayei
tzer tells us that man is created 
twice-once for this world and once 
for the resurrection. Maharal adds 
that the two creations are simul
taneous. In Gur Aryeh he writes. 
"Even though the future creation 
hasn't yet happened. since man was 
created with the potential for it, he 
has now within himself both crea
tions. Thus, one creation was stated 
explicitly and the other was indi
cated by the letter Yud, since it is not 
a completed creation but something 
like a small dot (resembling the let
ter Yud). 

Maharal is stating what for many 
of us is a revolutionary idea-that 
resurrection is not a promised re
ward lying somewhere down the 
road. but an inchoate aspect of every 
Jew's present existence. Right now 
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Failing is a necessary prerequisite for achieving 
righteousness. The actual achievement of 

righteousness comes when the sinner picks himself up 
and struggles to return to his Creator. 

in some minute degree we are all 
olam haba mentchen! This aspect 
actually defines us, distinguishes 
and elevates us, and challenges us as 
well. 

The Gemora compares the righte
ous man to a tree: 

''.And how is the Land ... does it 
haveatree?"IBamidbar 13:20). This 
is what Moshe said to Israel: "Does 
it have a man whose years are long 
like a tree and who protects his 
generation like a tree?'" 

Let us venture to say that just as 
man carries the seed of his own per
fection, so does the tree. That Is the 
meaning of the S!fra. Thus, even 
though as we survey the hillside we 
see only "trees bearing fruit," we are 
actually observing "fruit trees" in 
their incipient stage. Perhaps for 
this reason when Hashem saw the 
work of the earth He considered it 
"good." 

IV. JUSTIFYING THE COMMAND 

Yet, like Adam, the earth did 
sin, for it did not-could 
not-produce the perfected 

form immediately. We wondered be
fore how an inanimate object, lack
ing any inclination to do evil, could 
be considered a sinner. Perhaps that 
question was inspired by a miscon
ception of what cheit sin really is. If 
we understand it to be "transgres
sion" or "disobedience," as Is the 
common notion, then surely the 
earth does not qualify for the role. 
However, theNefeshHaChaimoffers 
a different approach: to sin is to be 
found wanting, deficient, chaser 
(gloss to 1:6). Great things had been 
expected of the earth ("fruit trees 
bearing fruit"), but its immediate 
response was lacking, and in that 
respect it "sinned." But since ac
cording to S!frait produced a poten
tially perfect tree, Hashem'sortginal 
command is vindicated. 
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V. THE NECESSITY OF FALLING 

S een in this light, sin appears 
less the absolute evil, no longer 
the misbegotten offspring of 

man's darker side that has no re
deeming value. For sin is really just 
the failure to achieve perfection, and, 
as the Maharal himself has stated, 10 

man-like the earth-is naturally 
prone to sin because he was created 
in a state of imperfection. And, if the 
Creator made him so, then certainly 
that condition must be a desirable 
one. 

Shlomo Hamelech wrote, "A tzad
dik falls seven times and rises. "11 

The verse may be understood in one 
of two ways. Either, that the fall is an 
aberration, and that the sure sign of 
a righteous man is that he will repent 
and thereby regain his state of 

righteousness after any sin. In this 
interpretation, the "rising" is a cor
rective action. 

Or, and this is the view of Rabbi 
Yitzchak Hutnero""· that falling is a 
necessary prerequisite for achieving 
righteousness, and that the actual 
accomplishment of righteousness 
comes when the sinner picks him
self up and struggles to return to his 
Creator. I heard from a chacham an 
explanation of this: Passing a test of 
devotion without falling could be 
mere happenstance. and as such, 
the person has little more than an 
intellectual connection to that aspect 
of his avoda. If, however, he must 
actively pursue the elusive virtue in 
order to attain it, then we see thathe 
is essentially connected, body and 
soul, to that virtue. In this second 
interpretation, then.falling and ris-
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Resurrection is not a promised reward lying 
somewhere down the road, but an inchoate aspect of 

every Jew's present existence. Right now in some 
minute degree we are all olam haba mentchen! 

ing constitute the essential dynam
ics of man's avoda in this world. 
Hence, there can be no shortcuts to 
perfection. Man must try and err, 
and then try again. He must be pre
pared to be bloodied and bruised
but he will ultimately prevail. Not, 
however, until he has travelled a long 
and tortuous road. 

VI. THE FORBIDDEN TREE 
OF PERFECTION 

I n the opinion of Rabbi Abba, the 
eitz hada'as(theesrogtree)was 
the only tree in the garden in 

which perfection was instantly real
ized-taam ha'eitz kitaam hapri. 
We suggest that precisely for that 
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reason Hashem forbade Adam to 
eat from it. Certainly. Hashem de
sired Adam to be happy. to exist in a 
state of perfection. Nevertheless, He 
created an imperfect man. one prone 
to sin. because genuine perfection 
can be attained only through trial 
and error, through falling and ris
ing. Thus, Adam should have bent 
his shoulders to the avoda of the 
tree of life12 in those few remaining 
hours of the sixth day. His test was 
to resist the temptation of easy per
fection, to eschew the shortcut to 
instant success. And, the Chasam 
Soferwrites in the name of Chazal13 
that. had he done so. he would have 
been allowed to eat from the esrog 
tree-the tree of perfection-upon 
the advent of Shabbos. 

VII. SUKKOS: EXPERIENCING 
THE JOY OF PERFECTION 

T he seforim hakedoshim (sac
red Ii terature) teach that each 
of the three major festivals 

corresponds to one of the three fore
bears of the Jewish Nation. Succosis 
the Yorn TovofYaakovAvinu("And 
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Yaakov travelled to Succos ... and for 
his flock he made Succos"-Berei
shis 33: 1 7). Rabbi Gedaliah Schorr 
'"" has written that Succos is the 
festival whose essence pertains to a 
future era. 14 Since Succos is unique
ly called zman simchasainu-the 
time of our rejoicing-the implica
tion is that on Succoswe experience 
only a foretaste of the infinite, inef
fable happiness that awaits the de
serving in a future world that is 
"altogether good." How do we under
stand this, and how is this idea 
related to the meaning of Rabbi's 
Abba esrog tree? 

"And Yaakov arrived shalem/per
fected" (Bereishis 33:18). After dec
ades of battling the forces of dark
ness and deceit (Eisav, Lavan, Eisav's 
angel), Yaakov returns home a per
fected man. Indeed, he is the ideal of 
perfection (symbolized also by the 
esrog tree) that we seek to emulate. 
knowing full well that we must strug
gle long and hard in the process. And 
against what is this struggle direct
ed? Against our own individual for
ces of darkness and deceit-our own 
evil inclinations. 

David Hamelech has written, 
"Light is sown for the righteous; and 
for the upright of heart, happiness,"15 
which Rav Tzaddok HaK.ohein in
terprets as follows: 16 The Gemora17 

tells us that the yeitzer hara launch
es an overwhelming attack each day, 
and without Hashem's assistance 
one could never repel it. The tzaddik 
(righteous man) is the proverbial 
gibor, the mighty warrior who sub
dues his baser impulses. However, 
he requires and receives "light"
Hashem's assistance-in order to 
do so. Hence, "Light is sown for the 
righteous." However, because the 
tzaddik is engaged in constant, al
beit successful, warfare with his yei
tzer, genuine happiness eludes him. 

"And for the upright of heart, hap
piness." However, for the one who 
has totally eradicated his baser na
ture, who has completely expunged 
the yeitzer hara from his heart and 
thereby achieved personal perfec
tion, comes the experience of true 
simcha. YaakovAvinuattainedsuch 
a state for eternity ("And Yaakov 
arrived shalem"), and we. his des-
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Footnotes 

L Bereishis Rabba 15:8 
2. Succa 35a 
3. Bereishis 1: 11 
4. Ibid., verse 12 
5. Bereishls Rabba 5:9, cited by Rashi. 
6. Bereishis l: 12 
7. Parshas B'Chukosai, chapter 1 
8. Bereishis 2:7 
9. Bava Basra 15a 

cendants, are afforded a taste of it at 
least once a year. For, concludes Rav 
Tzaddok, the succa is the tzilsa 
dehemnusa, the shelter of perfect 
faith in G-d which offers protection 
and temporary refuge from the yei
tzer hara. Thus, blessed on Succos 
with the intimate knowledge that 
G-d shelters us from the e\il forces 
within, thereby allowing us an inti
mation of our own perfection, we are 
naturally infused with the joy of 
ideal existence-something which 
Adam himself was meant to have 
experienced on that first Shabbos.o 

10. Cited above, in Gur Aryeh to Bereishis 1:13 
11. Mishlei 24: 16 
12. See Pri Tzaddik, Chag HaPesach l 
13. Comm. on Torah. parshas Bereishis 
14. Ohr Gedalyahu on the Festivals (Shmini 
Atzeres) 
I 5. Tehillim 97 
16. Pri Tzaddik, Chag HaSuccos 1 
17. Succa 52b 
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David Schaps 

Learning 
from a Computer 

I t is said that the Chofetz Chaim'"" was asked what 
we can learn from a railroad train. "Because of one 
minute's, .. he replied. "all can be lost."What is there 

to be learned from a telephone? 'What is said here can be 
heard there." From a telegraph? "Eveiy word is counted 
and paid for." 1 It has fallen to my portion to expend more 
of the last few years than I would have wished working 
with computers. What is there to be learned from a 
computer? 

The Computer and the Attribute of Justice. Rashi2 
tells us that G-d originally planned to create the world 
with midas ha-din. the attribute of justice, but "He saw 
that it could not stand," and so made midas ha
mchamim. the attribute of mercy. a partner with it. 

We know that no man can measure up to the midas 
hadin; in a veiy touching piyyut3 that is often left out on 
Rosh Hashana, the poet describes how even the greatest 
of men were found lacking. "Adam. formed of dust from 
the earth. comparable to the mighty ones on high ... 

1. I do not know the source of this story; although I have seen it in print, I 
quote it from memory. 
2. On Bereishls 1:1 
3. Ometz adirei kol chefetz, before the Kedusha of Musscif on the first day. 

David Schaps is an American· born member of a Kolle! in Bnei Brak. His 
''A NationofDevourers'' was featured in the Summer '87 edition of JO. 

The Jewish Observer. October 1987 

transgressed His commandment. and He banished him. 
WhenAvraham rose up from the darkness. the world had 
been chaos. base and degraded for twenty generations; 
he showed the stubborn the straight pathway-and for 
saying. 'How shall I know (that I shall inherit the land)?' 
he was judged straight to the line: 'You shall surely know 
(that your children will be strangers for four hundred 
years)' .... Yitzchak. who agreed to be bound as a sacri
fice. found no rest in his old age. and his eyes grew dim 
from the smoke of Eisav's idolatiy ...... 

Granted. then. that nobody is perfect, we tend not to 
think that we are that far off. In fact. I have been told bya 
practicing rabbi that "People like you and me don't vio
late d'Oreisos (commandments of Torah origin)." Ameri
cans. in particular. are fond of the idea that as long as a 
person is "a law-abiding citizen," he is as righteous as he 
need be. Working with a computer has taught me 
otherwise. 

Programming a computer can be complicated. but it is 
not deep. The commands to be given to the computer are 
exceedingly simple: 

"Take the number in place 'B' and add seven to it.'' 
"Do whatever it says in instruction 100.'' 
"Do the next few steps five times." 

The language, too, is simple; in BASIC. one popular lan
guage, the commands above would read: 
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The Jews, like the programmer, 
can make deep errors that do 
not show up at the surface. A 
person may easily mistake his 
worldly success-seeing that 
"his program runs'!.....for spiritual 
well-being. 

"B=B7" 
"GO to 100" 
"FORI=T05" 

How many such commands can a professional pro
grammer write in a day? I was astounded to find out: 
approximately thirty. That is to say, if he works from nine 
to five with a half-hour off for lunch, a single statement 
eveiy fifteen minutes. 

Of course, the work is not really a matter of writing a 
statement eveiy fifteen minutes. The programmer wri
ters about three hundred statements the first or second 
day: the next ten days are devoted to getting the mistakes 
out of the program. It is not that he cannot write more 
than four statements like the above in an hour. It is just 
that. on the average, he cannot get more than four of 
them right per hour. 

The problem is the computer; and the problem is that it 
does exactly what it is told. If the programmer put a zero 
instead of the letter "O" -the computer sees a zero and 
uses a zero. When the program does not run, the pro
grammer will have to examine it again and again until 
he-or. more embarrassing, his boss or his friend
notices the mistake and corrects it. Beginners find their 
first encounter with the machine terribly frustrating: no 
matter how many times you tiy the program, it will not 
run until you have found the error and corrected it. 

What the computer is lacking is a midas harachamim, 
for as it presently operates whatever is done wrong is 
simply wrong-it is never ignored, never forgiven. How 
often can I succeed in doing it right? If the task is 
extremely simple, I am professionally trained. and I have 
no yeitzerthat urges me to do it wrong? On the average
about once eveiy fifteen minutes. 

With this paradigm for functioning under midas 
had in. I wonder: How dare I daven, talking in front of the 
King of Kings for an hour at a stretch without full involve
ment of heart and mind? How do I risk talking freely for 
hours, when eveiy word must be weighed for Lashon 
hara? How do I embark on marriage, taking the respon
sibility of raising children? Praised be Hashem for deal
ing with us with mercy!• 

4. The experience of the programmer shows that it is not only the yeftzerthat 
makes us imperfect: It is in the nature ofbetng finite. The Ohr HaChalm (on 
Berelshts 1:1) explains on this basis those passages of Ghazal that describe 
"sins" of angels and of inanimate objects. 
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The unobservedtlaw. There is more that an observant 
programmer can learn. The humility he has gotten from 
being judged by midas hadin is good, but it is not 
enough. The computer does not accept apologies; it 
requires tikun. How many times checking over the pro
gram are enough? The computer's answer is always the 
same: until you get it right. So the programmer checks 
and checks, and finally finds it -veiy often a simple error 
in a place that he has examined ten times. 

Cheshbon hanefesh, spiritual accounting, is not an 
easier matter. Although a Jew may check over the actions 
of the day eveiyevening, of the week on Erev Shabbos, of 
the month on Erev Rosh Chodesh. of the year on the 
Yamim Noraim-a flaw, even a fatal flaw. can still slip 
through. A person who has worked with computers 
knows: never be sure it is all right just before you've 
checked it over once, or even many times. 

Looking in the wrong place. No computer program is 
anywhere near as complex as a single day in the life of a 
Jew; but it is rare that a person can "take in" the whole of 
the program without knowing where to focus.As he goes 
through the program searching for the flaw that caused 
it to fail, he centers his attention on the place where the 
fault occurred-where, usually, the computer stopped 
executing the program and sent a message that the pro
gram contained an error. Alas, the error is often else
where. The real error is buiied in an entirely different 
area; it simply did not cause trouble until. when the 
program reached this point. everything stopped because 
the structure it had built up was mistaken in the first 
place. 

This, too, is a common problem in cheshbon hanefesh. 
Why did I fail in this matter? Where was my behavior 
wrong in this situation? Sometimes the problem centers 
on what I did in the particular situation; sometimes
much more often than I generally think-the problem 
lies elsewhere entirely, in the ways of thinking and 
behaving that caused me "naturally," even "inevitably," 
to fail in the situation that came up now. In life, we tend 
not to probe past the surface. Yet, the Talmud instructs 
us otherwise, when faced with a problem: Pishpesh v'lo 
matza, yisleh b'vttul Torah5-ifhe has checked into his 
behavior and found nothing wrong, he should presume 
that the problem stemmed from wasting time from 
Torah. Perhaps, indeed, his problem is a punishment for 
wasting time from Torah; or perhaps (as some explain 
this advice) his puzzlement is a natural result of the 
wasted time: Not having learned enough Torah, the Jew 
doesn't realize the deeper faults that must be corrected 
before his efforts can be crowned with success. Study as 
you should, and you will find your shortcoming that 
generated your problem.• 

The program that runs wrong. And a final stage that is 
well-known to programmers: the program finally runs 
from start to finish, and yet that does not necessarily 

5. Berachos Sa 
6. The first is the explanation of most commentators, the second of the Olelos 
Ephraim 
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mean that all is well. On the contrary: the normal situa
tion is that once the programmer has eliminated all the 
flaws that prevented the computer from executing it. the 
program runs nicely. and produces ... well, at first, just 
nonsense: then later. a plausible-looking but wrong 
result. Each of these stages represents progress: first we 
have eliminated all the errors that the computer could 
recognize, then all of those that we could recognize. Pro
gress. But In another sense, each stage is more perilous 
than the previous one. A program that does not run does 
no more than waste a bit of computer time and paper: a 
program that produces the wrong answer may cost mil
lions of dollars, even lives. A good deal of the work of a 
programmer goes Into devising tests to make sure that 
the answers being produced are really the right answers. 
The results are often disappointing ... and illuminating. 

The Jew, like the programmer, can make deep errors 
that do not show up at the surface. A person may easily 
mistake his wordly success-seeing that "his program 
runs"-for spiritual well-being. It can be a dangerous 
illusion: my own experience shows that time and again, 
the successful person is in more spiritual danger pre
cisely because he thinks he is well-off and feels no need to 
change, and refrains from any self-criticism. If you have 
risen, with the help of Heaven, to success, beware: when 
you do well enough to satisfy those around you, that is 
exactly when you have to spend a lot of effort in checking 
and re-checking, Immersed in Torah and mussar, so that 
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When you do well enough to 
satisfy those around you, that 
is exactly when you have to 
spend a lot of effort in checking 
and re-checking. 

you can be sure that you are still on the right path
because the others will no longer notice if you are not. 

The swift simpleton. Popular mythology once des
cribed the computer as an "electronic brain" that could 
"think": In fact. it is only a glorified adding machine. It 
can add two numbers, or compare them to see whether or 
not they are equal: and that is about all it can do, 
although the modern machines have built In some 
slightly more complicated things that the old ones did by 
repeated additions. It is hard to imagine an adding 
machine having so great an impact on our lives. But the 
computer has one extraordinary trait: it does what it 
does at the speed oflight.Asimpleton It Is: its "thinking" 
powers are not as great as those of a five-year-old (who, 
unlike the most advanced computeryet built. can under
stand what his mother says). But by virtue of Its enor
mous zerizus, its swift and accurate performance of its 
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very limited task, it has brought the whole world to its 
doorstep, with dozens or hundreds of people spending 
years to reduce social, economic, scientific, and even 
literary problems to questions of adding numbers and 
comparing numbers. We cannot be as swift as a compu· 
ter; but we can learn from it what a difference zerizuscan 
make! 

WHO NEEDS DEMONSTRATIONS? 

I f, as the Chafetz Chaim said, each machine teaches 
us a lesson, why did our fathers not require the dra· 
matic presentation of these lessons that the tele· 

phone, the telegraph, and now the computer offer? 
Apparently, centuries ago, Jews did not have to be told 
that "whatis said here is heard over there," or that "every 
word is counted and paid for." Only when the scientific 
revolution had given the illusion of explaining every· 
thing in physical terms did we begin to lose touch with 
reality. A sound, people came to think, was only a vibra· 
tion of air; no air, no vibration, no sound. Our prayers 
cannot go up to Heaven, they posited, for the air is just a 
thin envelope around the earth. 

Such an idea was always shallow, confusing Heaven 
with a place and Hashem with His creation, and did not 
have much currency with thinking people. Bu tin the last 
century, some people became sufficiently dazzled by nat
ural science to believe that there was nothing else. This 
was the generation that needed a telephone, so that they 
could be reminded that, indeed, what is said here can be 
heard there. with no vibration, even with no air. In a 
similar fashion, Rabban Gamliel. faced with a literal· 
minded student who laughed at the idea that In the time 
of Moshiach a woman would give birth every day, took 
him outside and showed him a hen.' A simple-minded 
demonstration? Perhaps: for a simple-minded student 
who could understand nothing deeper. 

Our fathers-the best of them-understood the depth 
of the accounting that a person will owe before G-d. We
successful as we are In this world-begin to think that 
surely all is well in the next world, as well. But our spirit
ual accounts are sloppy and neglected, our character 
traits below standard. We need, perhaps, a simple
minded demonstration. 

We are not computers; G-d created us b'midas har
achamim, so thatwe would be able to endure.-How long 
could one last under the exacting demands of midas 
hadin? But He did create us to choose good and reject 
evil, and we are required, no less than the programmer. to 
continue working until, as far as is in our power, we get it 
right. The programmer has one great advantage over us: 
except In the very latest stages, he can usually tell 
whether his program runs properly or not. We, too, will 
eventually know that cheshbon-but not in this world. 
Here, where our decisions must be made, there Is some
thing to be learned from what people do when they really 
must correct the faults, and not just go through the 
motions.a 

7. Shabbos 30b. 
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Eliyahu Mayer 

The Dilemma of an 
Out-of-Towner 
Living In-Town 

I grew up out-of-town, although I did not realize that 
my home town was considered "out-of-town" until I 
moved to New York City almost twenty years ago. I'm 

very glad I made the move, and mywife and I have tried to 
take full advantage of the extra Yiddishkeit opportuni
ties available in "the City." But every now and again my 
wife (also an out-of-towner) and I mourn the loss of Yid
dishkeit opportunities available out-of-town which our 
children may never know. Let me explain. 

AN "OUT-OF-TOWN" TOWN 

T he city I used to call home boasted of a population 
somewhat under I00,000 residents, !0% of which 
were Jews. Although Jews were very prominent in 

politics and the professions, traditional Jewish life was 
relegated to the back seat. 

We had six synagogues in town: two Orthodox, two 
Conservative and two Reform. Unfortunately, the mem-

Ellyahu Mayer is a pseudonym, for a New Yorker who grew up "out of town." 
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bership in these synagogues was equally distributed. 
The overwhelming majority of the Jewish community 
was not affiliated with any synagogue.About a quarierof 
the Jewish community belonged to the Reform temples, 
10% to the Conservative synagogues and the two Or
thodox shuls had a combined membership of approxi
mately 100 families. 

So in terms of numbers. the Orthodox Jews were cer
tainly a minority of a minority, comprising a group that 
could be referred to as statistically insignificant. But 
somehow, the small size of our community seemed to 
strengthen rather than detract from it. 

Of course, we missed the opportunities that come with 
larger numbers. We had no yeshiva in town, and my 
brothers and I had to ride over an hour on a school bus. 
each way, to get to the nearest day school. We were also an 
hour and a half away, by car, from the closest kosher 
pizza shop. There was no seforim store in town so all of 
our seforim as well as yarmulkas, tzizis, havdalla can
dles and lulavim had to be imported from more vibrant 
Jewish communities, nearby. 
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The principal told us to remain "good Jews"; it would be 
necessary, at times, "to swim against the stream." Many 
former classmates decided not to resist the stream and 

eventually flowed away from Yiddishkeit. 

So far, it must sound pretty bleak to an "in-towner." 
But I also gained a great deal from growing up in that 
town. There were opportunities for mesiras nefesh and 
kiddush Hashem that literally knocked at the door eveiy 
week. Let me list just a few. 

Shabbos. We lived two miles from shuL In good 
weather it was about a 45 minute walk through town. In 
the heat of the summer, the return trip was about an 
hour. You just can't walk quickly when the July sun 
shines through a pollution-free sky. But If there had been 
a snowstorm on or just before Shabbos, the walk to shul 
could take almost two hours. Of course there weren't too 
many such times but I remember each one with a warm 
glow of pride. And I can tell you that no davenlng can 
compare to the davening preceded by a two hour walk 
through the snow-against the wind! 

Kashrus. Our choice of stores at which to shop was 
extremely limited. And we always knew that we couldn't 
buy everything in the store either. There was only one 
kosher bakeiy, one butcher shop that was "really kosher," 
and one appetizing store. The owner/proprietor of the 
appetizing store was a veiy friendly man; but honesty 
was not one of his virtues. We had to watch closely as he 
weighed the lox and we never could accept on his word 
alone that something was kosher. 

We also learned, at a veiy early age, in whose homes we 
could eat and in whose we couldn't. It was as taken for 
granted as which streets were one-way and which were 
not. Like our phone number and address this was infor
mation we needed to know at a young age. 

In spite of our many limitations with food, we never felt 
hungiy or deprived. We were proud of our Yiddishkeit 
and never resented its restrictions. But let me tell you, 
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you cannot know what a treat means unless you saw our 
faces on one of those rare occasions when we were 
munching kosher hot dogs on toasted buns! 

Hachnosas Orchim. Virtually no one traveled through 
our town. There was only one reason to be there: if you 
lived there. So if you wanted guests for Shabbos, you had 
two choices. Either you could invite afriend or you could 
tiy to be m'kareiv someone. We did both. 

I'll never forget the Pesach when we had a particularly 
difficult time finding a guest. As a last resort, we called a 
local WASP college and asked them to post a sign: "If you 
are Jewish and need a place for the seder, please call .... " 
Rumor had it that the college did not accept Jewish 
students, or at least discouraged them from applying. So 
we were understandably hesitant about making the tele
phone call. To our surprise, they not only agreed to post 
the sign but someone called. 

The young lady who came to our home that Pesach 
knew only that she was Jewish. We befriended her and 
helped her to make other contacts in our town and else
where. She is now married to a ben Torah and the 
mother of three. 

Succos. How many people bentch on your esrog and 
lulav? You and your children? Literally hundreds of peo
ple used ours. No, they didn't come to our home. My older 
brother would rush out after the seuda on Yorn Tov and 
during chol hamoed to stop people in the street. 

I can remember standing in the street, a shy, impatient 
young boy, as my older brother would stop, question and 
then instruct a passerby. Even on the way home from 
shul, he would be chopping these mitzvos. But what 
Impressed me more than my brother's braveiy was the 
occasional tear I would notice in the comer of an older 
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man's eye as he looked nostalgically at the odd yet famil
iar sight of a lulav and esrog. 

"Do you boys go to yeshiva?" We were always asked. 
'Where? ... Really?" The dialogue was always the same. I 
could not measure my brother's kiddush HaShem then 
nor now, but I can tell you that the lump in my throat is 
enormous now even as I recall these events. 

Perhaps an even greater kiddush Hashem was our 
succa. In our town, years ago, almost no one besides the 
Rabbis had succas. Everyone else used the succa in shul. 
It was so unusual for a layman to have his own succa that 
a reporter from the local newspaper came to photograph 
ours when I was six years old. Years later, baruch 
Hashem, there were dozens of private succas In town. 

After shul, the first day of Yorn Tov, everyone was 
always invited Into our succa for Kiddush. That may not 
sound unusual to an out-of-towner. But what was unus
ual was that everyone came. Every year. There was no 
such thing as only some people coming. In our town, 
when one person made a simchaor gave aKiddush we all 
came. It was our stmcha. 

Of course, our succa wasn't used only for Ktddush. 
After the seuda, we always sponsored a succos party for 
the Jewish children in the neighborhood. We didn't have 
Pirchel or Bnos, but our Sue cos parties grew from year to 
year. As I got older. I remember that the crowd was so 
large that we had to break into shifts: 5 to 10 year olds 
from 2-3:30 and 11 to 15 year olds from 3:30-5. Who 
napped on Yorn Tovafternoon?Wewere too busy! 

Perhaps my greatest thrill was when we decided to 
build the succa on the front lawn. instead of in the back 
yard. I can't tell you how many cars stopped and how 
much Jewishness was drawn out of the woodwork. We 
never felt we were doing kiruvwork. We just felt we were 
being Jewish. That's the way it is out-of-town. 

Torah Education. As I mentioned before, we had no 
yeshiva in our town, so my brothers and I attended a day 
school an hour away. But that day school hadn't been 
always there. In fact. it began in our living room. 

When my parents moved Into town, there was no 
yeshiva or day school within an hour and a half of our 
home. People were concerned; but nothing had been 
done. A parlor meeting was called. Money was raised. A 
board was formed and officers were elected. My father 
was the first Vice President and I entered kindergarten 
the following year. 

Meetings were held In our home not only to raise 
money, but for other community needs as well. At times, 
shul business was conducted in our home. The Vaad 
Hakashrus often met in our home, too. And I always 
looked forward to our turn to host the Chevra Shas In 
our home because my mother always baked a lot of spe
cial cakes for the men. Our home was not just involved in 
Ytddishkeit but because of where we lived, the Yiddish
keit in town revolved around our home. 

As a result, we were never able to take our Yiddishkeit 
for granted, even if we wanted to. We could never forget or 
become complacent because we were constantly chal
lenged by the world In which we lived. Sometimes these 
challenges took the form of aggressive confrontations 
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I see my in-town children growing up with a certain 
complacency, which frightens me. They also seem to be 

developing a distorted view of Thrah life, which is 
very egocentric. 

(I.e. "Hey, Jew boy!!"). Other times, they were more light
hearted, such as when the non-Orthodox Jewish prop
rtetor of the local pet store perennially quizzed us, "So 
when are you boys going to answer my question; are 
camels kosher?" 

These challenges and opportunities strengthened our 
identities and commitment. We learned how to defend 
ourselves, In more ways than one. because we had to, and 
I believe we gained enormously from these experiences. 

SWIMMING AGAINST THE STREAM 

A s I grew older, however, I began to long for oppor
tunities to live a stronger Torah life and without 
so many nisyonos. It was a conscious, albeit 

gradual, decision to eventually make my own home 
In-town. 

During my year in the eighth grade of yeshiva. I 
attended over a dozen bar mitzvas. The menahel was 
Invited to all of them, of course, and he attended almost 
all. His speech was always the same.At the time, I believed 
that he simply did not want to bother preparing a new 
speech for each bar mitzva. Now I realize that the mes
sage was so important that he felt it had to be repeated, as 
often as possible. 

The message was clear and direct. Not eveyone was 
planning to continue on at a yeshiva high school. For 
some, this was the end of the line for their Jewish educa
tion. Therefore, they should always remember that in 
order to remain "good Jews" It would be necessary, at 
times, "to swim against the stream." The Implication 
was, "Don't be afraid to stick out from the crowd because 
of your Yiddishkeit" 

It is, indeed, hard to swim against the stream. After 
growing up out-of-town, I decided that I would make my 
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home In-town so that I could continue my commitment 
to Torah living without having "to swim against the 
stream." Many of my former classmates also decided not 
to resist the stream, only they remained out-of-town and 
eventually flowed away from Yiddishkeit 

LIVING IN-TOWN 

I have been living in New York almost twenty years 
now, and my wife and I are very pleased with our 
decision to live in-town. Our children attend excep

tionally high caliber yeshiva- and Bais Yaakov- schools. 
We belong to a shul comprised almost exclusively of bnei 
Torah I take full advantage of the many shiurim in the 
neighborhood, and my wife is active in more than one 
chessed organization. 

In our neighborhood we are surrounded by stores 
that all sell food with the most reliable hechsherim I 
can find a mtnyan almost whenever I need one. And not 
only are Shabbosand Yam Tovverynoticeablyobserved, 
but you can even feel the quickened pulse of Erev Shab
bos and Erev Yam Tov in our neighborhood. 

Throughout myyears in-town, I have always tried, and 
sometimes succeeded, to view these many Yiddishkeit 
opportunities as a challenge: i.e. Will I sit back and take it 
easy at my old level oflearning, commitment and avodos 
Hashem or will I take proper advantage of these oppor
tunities to grow? I certainly could and should do more, 
but those who knew me twentyyears ago would have to 
admit that I have, Indeed, "come a long way." 

So what, then, is my dilemma? My dilemma has to do 
with my children. They have grown up here, in town.As a 
result, they have never tasted the satisfaction derived 
from trekking two hours through the snow to get to shul 
on Shabbos. They have never felt the rocket-boost of self 
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esteem to be the tenth man on a Friday night, when 
you're only thirteen. They have never experienced the 
surge of spiritual adrenaline that flows in response to the 
challenge of a non-Orthodox Jew with a guilty con
science. And they cannot imagine how good pizza can 
smell when you had to drive an hour and a half to get to 
the kosher pizza store. 

I see my children growing up with a certain compla
cency which frightens me. They also seem to be develop
ing a distorted view of Torah life which is very egocentric. 

This last point was driven home to me not long ago 
when we were out-of-town on a visit. We were all sitting 
around the Shabbos table with our hosts and a young 
man came in to visit. My four year old son was sitting on 
my lap at the time and started pulling on my tie. 

'What's the matter?" I asked, a bit confused by his 
behavior. I then recognized the contorted look on his face 
which meant that he had something to say which he 
would only whisper. So I bent down and he leaned up to 
my ear. 

"Is that man Jewish?" he whispered. 
"Of course!What makes you think that he might not be 

Jewish?" I replied. 
"But he doesn't have a beard-like a goy," my son 

explained. 
Needless to say, I set my son straight as soon as I could, 

that not all Jewish men wear beards. I also pointed out 
that not allfrumJewish men have beards, either. My son 
accepted the beard lesson, on faith. After all, most of the 
Jewish men he sees do wear beards. 

So here, in a nutshell, is my dilemma I want my chil
dren to live in afrum community, literally surrounded 
by so many other frum Jews that they will not have to 
swim against the stream. But, at the same time, I want 
them to accept other Jews with an open, non-critical 
ahavas Yisroel. 

TIKUN HANEFESH 

W e do not have a solution to our dilemma My wife 
and I discuss it often, but we never come up 
with any real solution. Perhaps you, the reader, 

can offer us a suggestion through the open forum of 
these pages. 

In the meantime, I can only present what have been our 
own attempts, albeit wholly inadequate, to find solutions 
to our dilemma. Should our dilemma be shared by other 
out-of-towners living in-town, perhaps they may find our 
program helpful. 

My wife and I have instituted the following program of 
tikkun hanefesh for our family to counteract the side
effects of living in-town. 

Trips to the "wilderness." We make a point of going 
out-of-town, as a family, at least two or three times a year. 
During these trips, we visit other Jewish communities 
which may provide the necessary minyan and kashrus 
services, but which could be considered Torah wilder
nesses compared to New York City. These trips give us 
the opportunity to teach our children how others live so 
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that they can better appreciate what they have. Hopefully. 
our children will take their Yiddishkeit a little less for 
granted when we return from these trips. 

Another benefit of these trips Is for our children to see 
other bnei Torah who don'tlookand dress exactly as we 
do. Hopefully. this will help our children to develop proper 
tolerance for different expressions of Torah life. 

Hachnosas Orcbim. We have made a vecy firm and 
deliberate decision to have guest every Shabbos and 
Yorn Tov. Sometimes, It isn't easy to find them. My wife 
has spent literally hours some weeks calling around to 
find someone to Invite. Baruch Hashem, she has been 
almost always successful. 

As a result, my children are witness to a veritable 
kaleidoscope of Jewcy parading through our house each 
week. Our guests run the gamut from the not-yet:frum, 
questioning college students to yeshiva bachurim and 
seminacy students. 

Our children, by the way, are delighted. Evecy Friday 
they ask with excited anticipation, 'Who's coming this 
Shabbos?" Of course, there are times when they feel they 
would like more attention at the table. But then it gives 
us the opportunity to explain later how their sacrifice is 
enabling them to share in our family's mitzva, how we 
are helping our guests and what we are doing for them. 

Yes, I'll admit it was vecy embarrassing the first time 
my eight-year-old daughter giggled when a baa! teshuva 
stumbled over afewwords of Kiddush. But the next time, 
when a baalas teshuva took fifteen minutes to bentch 
and my daughter reminded her without giggling. to say 
Retza~ my pride swelled. 

After all is said and done, I know that trips out-of-town 
and aggressive hachnosas orchim cannot counteract all 
of the side effects ofllving in-town. So I can only daven to 
Hashem Yisborach that my children grown up with an 
iron-clad commitment to Torah Yiddishkeit even though 
they have not been tempered and tested by the kiln of 
out-town.o 
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Just Passing Through 
by Rabbi Eli Gewirtz 

Yisgadal Vyiskadash Umm ... Shmay 
The scene all too familiar by now 
Probably just lost his father. his mother. 
Can you tell me when to bow? 

The Yarmulka's the giveaway-
It's just not sitting right. 
But we have to give him credit
He's there evecy day and night. 

I'm not sure what did it. 
Maybe something the Rabbi said. 
All of a sudden he felt Jewish. 
Too bad his father's dead. 

Shalom, my name's Zev. What's your's? 
Think it's Chaim, not really sure 
My grandfather was a Levi 
Wish I knew more. 

C'mon, let me help you. 
Your Tefillin, they're on backward 
Ba-rukh Ah-taw, such concentration, 
Better than I've ever heard. 

Ah! The Yiddishe Neshoma 
The spark really doesn't go away. 
Let's invite him over for Shabbos. 
Yknow, we only have till May. 

Then something vecy strange happens. 
Eleven months of being a Jew. 
And just as quick as he came. he's gone
Another statistic ... just passing through. 

It reminds me of the Bar Mitzva boy
Sometimes wish I can get that speech on tape. 
A source of Nachas, or maybe a Jewish leader? 
Then come the checks, the fountain pen, and oh! 

The Big Escape. 

Wait a second, something's wrong 
It's July and this guy's still here. 
Do you think he lost count, or maybe he lost his 

mother now? 
Oh, I'm sorry. I didn't mean to stare. 

You see, our custom sir, is to say Kaddish only 
eleven months, 

And I just happened to remember that you began 
in June. 

Thank you, I already know that 
But you're not getting rid of me so soon. 

Kind oflike the atmosphere here 
I know I've got a long way to go 
There's a lot more out there like me. 
Hey! maybe we can get them to stay, too. You 

never know. 

Rabbi Gewirtz Is Rabbi of Congregation Toras Emes in Twin Rivers, 
N.J .. and maintains a practice as a family therapist. 
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A WINDOW 
TO HI 

The Life and Work of 
Reb Mendel Braclif eld ? 11~t 

The sefer in hand and the circumstances under which 
it was written-the author was a diamond merchant

bear testimony to an unusual man. 

H Is name was Reb Mendel of 
Mishlinltz. His sefer, Yoseif 
Hallel, offers a window to 

Rash!, the classic commentary on 
Chumash (Pentateuch). His persona, 
one might say, serves as the frame 
for that window. The combination of 
the man and his sefer is most re
markable, for Reb Mendel, a diamond 
merchant, was so immersed In his 
studies that visitors to his office on 
Manhattan's West47th Street often 

Dr. Aaron Twerski, a professoroflaw at Brooklyn 
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America's Commission on Legislation and Civic 
Action, is a frequent contributor to these pages. 
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mistook him for a visiting rabbi 
using his host's quarters as a make
shift beis hamidrash It was the 
host and wherever he sat became a 
beis hamidrash Yoseif Hallel Is 
one of the fruits of the labors ofReb 
Mendel's portable beis hamidrash 

THESEFER 

F or many years Reb Mendel 
had been troubled by diffi
culties attending the study 

of Rashi on Torah. In many instan
ces, he could not find an adequate 
explanation for the lashon (precise 

phraseology) of Rashi. Every word 
and every letter of Rashi must be 
weighed and measured. Written with 
divine inspiration, It is the key to our 
understanding of Chumash In his 
study of original manuscripts, Reb 
Mendel came across the first print
ing of Rashi (5235-1476).' 

Reb Mendel's examination of this 

1. Reh Mendel utilizes not only the first printing 
of Rashi to sustain his verification of the text but 
also the Alkabetz edition {5236/ 14 77), the Rome 
Edition {date uncertain). the Zamora edition 
(5246/1486), and the Soncino edition {5246/ 
1486). Constant references are also made to the 
manuscripts that antedate the first printing. 
Their origin and significance are set forth in the 
introduction. 
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closer-to-origin text convinced him 
that small but significant errors had 
crept Into our present text of Rashi. 
He set himself to the task of demon
strating the correct wording of the 
text.2 Almost invariably, he is able to 
establish beyond question why the 
departure from the first printing 
was incorrect.3 Reb Mendel had given 
no thought to publishing a seferset-

2. The classical work of an edition ofRashi, based 
on establishing the correct ortglnal wrtttngs of 
Rasht on Chumash, drawing on his commentary 
on the Talmud, was theworkofAvrohom Berliner 
{ 1833~ 1915). He was of the minority of Chareidtm 
steeped in Wtszenschajt des Judentums. having 
taught at the Rabbinic.al Seminary in Berlin 
under Rabbi Ezriel Hildesheimer. He was also a 
close associate of Rabbi Dr. David Zvi Hoffman. 
the paragidm of the Torah-Im-Derech-Eretz 
scholar-posetk-manhtg. Avrohom Berliner con
sulted over 100 manuscripts ofRashi in vartous 
libraries and private collections, in addition to 
manyearlyprintlngsandcommentartesonRashi. 
Hts revised edition was published tn Berlin in 
1905 (5665) and was reprinted with additions by 
Rabbi Chaim Chavel. Jerusalem 1962 {5722). 
Although his work was exhaustive both in estab
Ushing which sections were the ortginal Rash! 
and which were added by his talmidim. it was not 

ting forth his Insights. His profound 
sense of humility would not permit 
him to consider himself as a me
chaber (an author of a Torah text). 
But, his Rebbe--the Bobover Rov 
N""''l!l-lnslsted that he do so. While 
Reb Mendel was In the midst of 
organizing his manuscript he died 
suddenly. Again the Rebbe stepped 
in and asked Reb Mendel's son Yir-

the last word on Rashi. 
The editions and manuscrtpts of Rashi that 

Reb Mendel consulted included several that Ber
liner did not see. ln addition, Reb Menders lom
dus (analytic skills), depth of reasoning, and 
broad knowledge of Talmud and commentaries 
often brtng him to see the Intended meaning Ina 
cryptic passage in Rashi, and establtsh the rea
sons for the variant texts, occasionally in conflict 
with Berliner's assumptions.• 

'Rabbi Moshe Kolodny.directorofAgudath (srael 
of Amertca·s Orthodox Jewish Archives. 

3. In an appendix to each of the volumes, the 
editors have included a line-by-line compartson
the present text and the text of the first prtnttng 
of Rashl wherever there are discrepancies. so that 
others may brtng to bear their Torah wisdom In 
the process of authenticating the correct girsa. 
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mlyohu to edit and annotate his 
father's manuscript. This striking 
work of Torah scholarship, published 
underthename YoseifHallel, dem
onstrates the fruit of studying Torah 
L'Amito. Nothing but a full immer
sion into the intricacies of this sejer 
can truly capture Its flavor, but a 
brief sampling will demonstrate the 
manner in which Reb Mendel was 
able to authenticate the correct girsa 
(phraseology) of the Rashi text. 

THE CHOICE OF ALL 

A classic example of how a cor
rected girsa resolves serious 
Interpretive difficulties can 

be found in Parshas n'l!I (Bamidbar 
13:3). In describing the personages 
of the Meraglim (the twelve spies), 
the Torah relates >JJ >l!IN1 O'l!IJN o'' 
mm 'N11!1' "All the men [chosen] were 
chieftains of the children of Israel." 
Rashi explains the phrase o>l!IJN o'' 
as follows: mJ>l!ln 111!1' N1pml!I O'l!IJN '' 
l'n 0'1'tl:> nYYJ nnlNl ''.All usages of the 
term o>l!IJN [men] in Scriptures de
note 'men of distinction.' At the time 
that they [the Meraglim] were cho
sen, they were upstanding persons." 

Reb Mendel notes the question 
posed by many commentators-that 
the word o>\!IJN is often used in Scrip
tures when Its connotation is simply 
"men" and not necessarily "men of 
distinction." Rashi's position that 
such usage is uniformly found 
throughout Scriptures appears In
accurate. 

The first printing and other 
manuscripts reveal that the correct 
phraseology of this Rashi should be 
Nm mJ>l!ln 111!1' ,o>l!IJN o''· The words 
N1poJl!I O'l!llN '' are not part of the 
Rashi text. Thus Rashi is not saying 
that the word o>l!IJN always means 
"men of distinction." He is simply 
saying that the combined phrase 
word o>l!IJN o'' In this context means 
··men of distinction.'' His reasoning 
is that the Torah could have omitted 
the word o>\!IJN without compromis
ing our understanding of the text. 
The addition of the word O'l!llN was 
thus to confer a title, so to speak, on 
the Meraglim as "men of distinc
tion" at the time that they were 
chosen for their task. 
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The entirety of 1brah was one seamless web, each 
strand drawingfrom and touching upon another. 

And all of it-every word of Tu rah-had to be 
lovingly retained in his mind. 

WORDSOFFALSEHOOD
ATRUEWORD 

A fascinating example of the 
care that must be taken when 
studying Rashi Is found in 

Parshas>1m1 (Bereishls44:18). When 
Yehuda is speaking to his brother 
Yoseif (whose true identity was not 
yet known to him), he recants the 
travails that Yoseif had put them 
through. In this recitation Yehuda 
relates: 

)j?l JN ll' YJ> >liN 'N i!lNll 
nr.i i>nN1 11Ji' o>i1p1 ;,,, 

'We told our master that we have an 
old father and he has a young son 
born to him in his old age [Blnya
min] and his [Binyamin'sl brother is 
dead." 

Rashi comments on the phrase 
nr.i i>nN1 as follows: 

p!))J ij?YJ i:Ji N~l!l '>n i1Ni'i1 >l!)!l 
0"j? NlilYJ 1, i!llN ON i!lN 

-''N li1N>Ji1 i!lN' 

"Out of fear [YehudaJ permitted a 
lp\!l 1Ji [word of falsehood] to be 
spoken from his mouth. He [YehudaJ 
was afraid that If he would say that 
[Yoself] was alive, he would be told 
(by Yoseif] 'brtng him to me'." 

Drawing on his enormous com
mand of Talmud, Reb Mendel notes 
the lengthy discussion in Shevuos 
(30b, 3la) in which the Talmud dis
cusses the injunction of lpl!l lJiO 

pmn (Shemos 23:7) "Distance your
self from words of falsehood." The 
Talmud explains that one who knows 
that a potential witness is a thief 
may not join him in his testimony 
even if his testimony Is true. Since a 
thief is an unacceptable witness, by 
testifying together with him and 
thus constituting the complement 
of two kosher witnesses, one would 
become a party to an improper result. 
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Hence the Injunction to distance 
oneself from falsehood (viz. testi
mony with the thief]. See Rambam, 
Hilchos Eidus, 10:1. 

The Talmud then relates the fol
lowing halacha: If a disciple Is told 
by his master, 'You know that if 
someone gave me one hundred mo
neh (silver pieces), I would not falsify 
the truth. I have lent another one 
moneh and I have only one witness 
to that fact." If the disciple Is asked 
to join as a second witness, he is 
prohibited from doing so because of 
the injunction pmn lPl!l lJio. The 
Talmud immediately questions as to 
why the author of the ha la cha based 
it upon pn1n lpl!l 1Jir.i: "Since the 
witness is testifying to an outrtght 
fabiication, the source should be the 
prohibition ofbeaiing false witness." 
The clear inference from the Tal
mud's question Is that pmn lpl!l lJir.l 

is reserved for matters which are not 
inherentlyfalse but which may aid 

in causing some deception. A com
plete falsehood is outlawed by other 
sources of the Torah. 

Reb Mendel notes that in five dif
ferent editions of Rashi the text 
reads not P!HJ ip'l' 1li N'~no '"n but 
rather P!lr.l ipw N'>~10 '"i1. The term 
lPl!l lJi is not utilized for a clear 
falsehood. Thus Rashi's text coin
cides perfectly with the Talmud in 
Shevuos. 

THE MAN 

A s stated, the sefer In hand 
and the circumstances under 
which it was wiitten bear 

testimony to an unusual man. In
deed Reb Mendel was known as an 
outstanding talmid chacham, a 
scholar of note of kisvei yad (manu
scrtpts), a tzaddik, a dedicated mas
mid (possessing unusual diligence), 
and a chassid. And he was all of 
these, to a rare degree. 
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Talmid Chacham-yes. But in 
addition to his masterlul command 
of the entire sea of Talmud, he had 
an encyclopedic knowledge of Nevi
im. Kesuvim and all of liturgy. For 
evecy veiled reference In the magnifi
cent poetcy of the Pyet (which com
prises much of the Machzor), Reb 
Mendel had a ready interpretation. 

One meaning came from a Midrash; 
a second from a Yalkut a third could 
be explained with a Rashi in Micha; 
and a fourth was taken from a Zohar. 
The entirety of Torah was one seam
less web, each strand drawing from 
and touching upon another. And all 
of lt-evecy word of Torah-had to 
be lovingly retained in his mind. 
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After World War II. when a small 
group of Bobover Chassidlm were 
sent to Honems, Austria, they found 
themselves on Tisha B'.Av without a 
book of Kinos or Eicha. Reb Yosef 
Shmuel Landau, who was a member 
of that group, bears witness that Reb 
Mendel sat down with pen and paper 
and wrote the Ktnos from memory. 
Coples were quickly made and dis
tributed to the chevra. ... When sev
eral folio pagfs of Mesechtat Babba 
Kamma were made available to them. 
Reb Mendel delivered brilliant, ana
lytical shiurtm His recollection of 
evecy relevant commentary of the 
Ran, Maharsha. and Pnei Yehoshua 
was as fresh as if he had studied 
them yesterday. 

• • • 
A tzaddik denotes selfless devo

tion to the observance of mitzvos. 
Does the word convey how, through 
four bitter years of concentration 
camp, Reb Mendel never once failed 
to don tefi!in, at risk oflife and limb? 
... The cruelty of the Nazis could 
break his body with physical ens
lavement during the day, but each 
night he renewed his spirit as he 
Immersed himself in the study and 
teaching of Torah. 

• • • 
There are other "scholars" with an 

uncanny knowledge of kisvei yodos. 
Yet, does that term adequately des
cribe a man who, upon picking up 
an old volume of a Choshen Mishpat 
(section of Codes dealing with juris
prudence) and looking for a moment 
at the marginal notes, was able to 
tum to his cohort and say, "Shmerel. 
purchase this volume. It is the Cho
shen Mtshpat from which the Pnei 
Yehoshua studied." When others 
later confirmed his opinion, Reb 
Mendel was not surprised. He had 
spotted comments in a marginal 
note that were Identical in both con
tent and style to those of a Chiddush 
of the Pnei Y ehoshua that he once 
had "happened to come across." 

• • • 
Hasmada Is often a life-long pas

sion: When he was just a youngster 
his mother once sent his brother to 
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The cruelty of the Nazis could break his body with 
physical enslavement during the day, but 

each night he renewed his spirit as he immersed 
himself in the 1brah. 

the beis hamidrash at one in the 
morning to see why Mendel had not 
yet come home. His brother entered 
the darkened beis hamidrash and 
found Mendel perched on a ladder 
resting against a tall bookcase. In 
one hand he held a candle and in the 
other a sefer he had removed hours 
before. When his brother called him 
he was startled-surprised that sev
eral hours had passed. Mendel was 
oblivious to all, his full being riveted 
on the Torah he was studying. 

Recently, an acquaintance des
cribed how he had watched Reb 
Mendel take the Meshech Chochma 
from the bookcase in the beis ha
midrash. AB Reb Mendel began look
ing Into the sefer, his concentration 
grew more Intense. The observer told 
me, "I could not take my eyes off 
him-so I watched and watched and 
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watched. Two full hours passed and 
Reb Mendel did not once lift his eyes 
from the sefer." 

When Reb Mendel was niftar, they 
said of him that he was a chassid. 
But, that does not capture his deep 
Emunas Chachomin. When the 
Bobover Rebbe N"""'"' enlisted him 
to assist him in reducing to writing 
the Chiddushei Tomh (novellae) of 
his own father'"" (my grandfather) 
in the Kedushas Tzion, they spent 
several years oflong nights together. 
In the early hours of the morning the 
Rebbe would often times Insist on 
accompanying Reb Mendel to his 
home, several blocks from the Reb
be's home in Crown Heights. Reb 
Mendel would always protest, but 
the Rebbe would insist that he 
wanted to clarify a matter dealing 
with one of the chiddushim When 

HOTLINE 
TO JERUSALEM 

In time of illness, surgery or 
crisis, special prayers will be 

recited al the Western Wall and 
at our Yeshiva in Jerusalem. 

CALL 24 HOURS 
(718) 871-4111 

A FREE PUBLIC SERVICE OF 
The American Rabbi Meir 

Baal Haness Charity 

KOLEL AMERICA 

KADDISH 
Mishnayoth. Yizkor & Yortzeit 

observed with a minyon in our 
Yeshiva Heichal Rabbi Meir 
Baal Haness in Jerusalem. 

CALL 
(718) 871-4111 

132 Nassau St., N.Y., N.Y. 10038 

they reached Reb Mendel's home. he 
would insist on walking the Rebbe 
back home (again to clarify a point). 
And so it went: the chassid and the 
Rebbewalk.ingbackand forth-each 
concerned about the welfare of the 
other-until the Rebbe called it to a 
halt. For Reb Mendel. there was 
nothing to be said after the Rebbe 
had his final say. The Rebbe's word 
was ke'ilu nitno mehar sinai. 

To those of you who never heard of 
Reb Mendel Brachfeld '"~"there is a 
ready explanation. You see, Reb 
Mendel was not a Rav, a dayan, or a 
famed Rosh Yeshiva. He was a busi
nessman who insisted on earning a 
modest living to support himself 
and his family. But he ate, slept and 
breathed Torah. Yoseif Hallel gives 
expression to his all-consuming in
volvement with Torah. His unquen
chable thirst for knowledge did not 
let him rest with an inexplicable 
question. "Moshe Emes-VeToraso 
Em es." It was that search for the 
truth of Torah that more than any
thing provided the fuel for the 
enormous energy that he devoted to 
Torah. When his Rebbe wrote the 
textofhlsepltaph,heordered that it 
read "Kol roz lo onis leL" (No secret 
of Torah escaped him.) No more 
needed to be said. No more can be 
said.o 
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Second Looks at the 
Jewish Scene 

KITZUTZIM: 
Of Statistics and Survival 

It is no longer necessary to convince parents to 
enroll their children in Chinuch AtzmaiTurah 

Schools-only to inform them that these classes 
are available, and they flock to the schools. 

S tatistics never lie or cheat. It is 
those who use them that some
times do. 

Runaway inflation in Israel has 
been arrested by expert economists. 
who of course employ statistics. They 
have studied the figures. summar
ized their findings, divined the 
trends. and instituted kitzutzim
budget cuts-fairly. indiscriminate
ly. across the board. And threatened 
the Torah survival of thousands of 
Israeli youngsters. in the process. 

The budget cuts in the Ministry of 
Education. introduced three years 
ago. were designed to reduce subsi
dies by 3% each year. So far. no dis
crimination against the Chinuch 
Atzmai Torah Schools, except that 
the cutbacks called for Increased 
contributions from the network's 
supporters. 

On top of this. however, other 
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measures were taken. First. the 
government revised its criterion for 
its allotment for teachers· salaries. 
which is based on the number of 
hours of instruction per week, with 
each class averaging 35 hours. The 
total hours of instruction for the 
entire Chinuch Atzmai system in 
5745/1984-5 had been 49.000 hours. 
As part of the kitzutzim, subsidies 
for 1.000 hours were chopped each 
year since 5 7 45, bringing the payroll 
base down to 46,000 hours perweek 
for the current school year 5748/ 
1987-8. The reality, however. went in 
the opposite direction: enrollment 
figures rose, bringing actual in
structional hours to over 52.000 
hours. further enlarging the gap be
tween the schools system"s needs 
and the government's subsidies. 

This year. kitzutzim took on yet 
another dimension, causing serious 
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budgeting problems. The Education
al Ministry. which previously had 
recognized any class that had an 
enrollment of fifteen children, dec
reed that financial support is to be 
withdrawn from classes with an en
rollment of less than 20 students. 
Mamlachti and Mamlachti-Dati 
schools are co-educational; therefore 
communities that they service that 
have enough children to populate a 
class with 18 boys and 15 girls. for 
Instance. find this no problem: 33 
children are more than adequate to 
qualify for recognition and govern
ment subsidies. Lacking 20 children. 
the class will merge with a parallel 
one in a public school in the region. 
In a Chinuch Atzmai-Bais Yaakov 
format. however, this student popu
lation of 18/15 translates to two 
separate classes. each lacking suffi
cient children to qualify for financial 
support. If the class Is indeed main
tained, it is totally at the religious 
community's expense. 

In addition, the newly revised 
criteria for government recognition 
and support ofaschool now requires 
a minimum of 100 children in a 
school: less children, no recognition. 
Again, Torah guidelines. which call 
for separate schools for boys and 
girls, impose insurmountable hard
ships for small communities where 
more than a hundred children. but 
less than 100 each of boys and girls. 
means no school subsidy. 

As a result of these new guidelines, 
400 Torah School classes have been 
disenfranchised by the Misrad Ha-
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chinuch, affecting a budgeting cut 
of 20%, instead of the announced 
3%. 

TRAGIC TIMING 

T his threat of school dosures 
is especially tragic at this time. 
These past few years have 

witnessed a grass-roots awakening 
of young parents, who are now seek
ing a Torah education for their chil
dren. It is no longer necessary to 
convince parents to enroll their 
children-only to inform them that 
classes are available. Families that 
have attended Arachim seminars 
(seeJ.O.April '86), for example, come 
home from these sessions with a 
heightened awareness and deeper 
commitment to Torah Judaism, and 
are demanding chadortm (strongly 
traditional schools) for their child
ren .... Similarly, Rabbi Reuvain El
baz of Ohr Hachaim fame (J.O. Mar. 
'77 & Feb. '80 ), recently barnstormed 
for Torah chinuch for his followers' 
children, an effort that yielded regis
tration of 1500 new children in Chi
nuch Atzmai Schools. But in many 
of these cases-included all 1500 of 
Rabbi Elbaz's registrants-the num
bers were inadequate for government 
recognition. 

This is especially tragic, because 
should no Torah schools be available 
for these children, they may have no 
choice but to enroll in local public 
schools, which are totally void of 
Torah values. This would cause a 
serious setback for the spiritual as
pirations of these families. 

THE REACTION 

T his decree of kitzutzim, with 
ramificationsfarbeyond their 
announced intention, was met 

with an unprecedented outcry: a 
demonstration of 5,000 Chinuch 
Atzmai children-boys in front of 
the Educational Ministry buildings 
in Jerusalem, the girls in the square 
facing the Central Bais Yaakov 
Building (near the Biblical Zoo), 
protesting the closing of their class
es. Since a single set of guidelines 
applied universally is taking a larger 
bite out of the Chinuch Atzmai 
Schools than the Intended 3% re-
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duction, a sense of fairness would 
demand that other criteria be devised 
for the Torah Schools to achieve the 
same bottom line result. The Knesset 
responded appointing a special in
vestigating committee headed by 
Shulamit Alon!, one of Israel's most 
outspoken opponents of Torah Jud
aism! Lest this seem inadvertant. it 
might be worth noting that one edu
cational item was granted exception 
from kitzutzim: programs that fos
ter Inter-school exchanges between 
Jewish and Arab students, which 
have been sharply criticized as a 
catalyst for intermarriage. 

Faced with this financial/spirit
ual crisis, the leadership of Chinuch 
Atzmai decided to bite the bullet. 
maintaining 27 of the 28 disenfran
chised schools. In addition, four new 
schools and twelve new kindergar
tens were opened. Neshamos must 
come first. After all, the spiritual 
survival oflsrael's children must not 
be held hostage to "fair, indiscrimi
nate, across-the-board" budgeting 
cuts, that in truth strike at the very 
heart of their future as Torah Jews. 

How can the situation be reme
died? Through political pleading and 
negotiations. And indeed, Agudath 
Israel's Knesset members have thus 
far succeeded in reducing the bot
tom line cuts to 5%-still inordi
nately large. 

What else remains to be done? 
Through administrative belt-tight
ening measures, and through the 
Increased generosity of supporters 
of Torah, the future will not be sold 
out because of decrees based on 
honest statistics indiscriminately 
applied.a 
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What can be more blindly arrogant than a suggestion 
that people actually change the way in which they've 
been doing things for years, and expect that they will 

listen? In this spirit we present: 

A VERY IMMODEST 
PROPOSAL 

We all rejoice upon learning 
that a friend is getting 
married or making a wed

ding for a child. When we fill out the 
response card, we know well that we 
will be devoting at least four hours to 
this simcha, and yet, in many ways, 
possibly miss much of the main 
event. 

The ceremony can account for any
thing from fifteen to thiriy-five min
utes, depending on how many gen
erations participate in the proces
sion and on the possibility of speech
es under the chupa. 

And then? Then, one hopes to be 
among those who (a) enjoy the wed
ding feast, (bl celebrate with the 
chassan and kallah-which earns 
five blessings for the celebrants (see 
Berachos 5b)-and then (c) bentch 
and participate in Sheva Berachos. 
Too often, after the main course a 
little lip service ls done to the cele-
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bration, and 85% of the guests sneak 
off, usually safely home by the time 
Sheva Berachosappear on the hori
zon. While this truncated scenario 
makes a lot of sense to people who 
are addicted to minimum six hours 
of sleep per night, it does violence to 
the primary purpose of joining in 
the celebration in the first place. 
According to many authorities, one 
is prohibited from leaving the wed
ding celebration before the Sheva 
Berachos. Something, perhaps, can 
be done. It might prove easier to deal 
with the proposed "solution," how
ever, if the "problem" is first out
lined, fixed to a hypothetical time
table ofa typical New York wedding. 

A MATIER OF TIMING 

A chupa, scheduled for 8:00 
P.M. usually begins twenty 
minutes later, and ends at 
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approximately 8:45. At this point. 
chassan-kallahand the guests pari 
company-the couple in yichud fol
lowed by a photography session, the 
guests for entre, "practice" dance 
session, and soup-not to be united 
for another hour to an hour and a 
half. 

The couple's grand entrance to the 
main ballroom can be between 9:45 
and 10: 15, followed by a joyful cele
bration that may last to 10:30 or 
11 :00 P.M. At this point the main 
course is served and consumed by 
the guests, 85% of whom frantically 
signal to travel companions, and 
then leave the celebration to drive 
home. The hardy few that remain 
usually include captive family mem
bers and rugged youths whose bio
logical clocks run on more erratic 
rhythms than those of older folks. 

THE SUGGESTION 

T he suggestion is very minor, 
but most immodest. It calls 
for telling the caterer and the 

photographer what you want, in
stead of the reverse: 

Limit the photography session af
ter the yichud to portraits of the 
chassan and kallah, period. Then 
have them enter the ballroom not 
later than 9:30, for fanfare & rekidah 
(spirited dancing). By 10: 10 the main 
course is served (w/garlic bread sal
vaged from the soup, unserved). At 
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10:30, the second rekidah takes 
place, climaxed by dessert at 10:45 
followed by Birkas Hamazon and 
Sheva Berachos with full participa
tion of all the guests. At 11 :30 a pho
tography sessions for chassan and 
kallah with their families can take 
place. 

DRAWBACKS 

0 f course, not eveiy caterer 
will welcome amateurs tam
pering with his proven for

mula for a "stunning affair that lasts 
a lifetime" (although one would think 
that he might enjoy the compliments 
that would pour in from the first -
time samplers of his luscious des
serts). Also, the photographer might 
find himself inconvenienced by the 
requirement that his crew remain 
for an extra half hour for the family 
shots. 

Ideally, the celebrants should com
pute their own tally of plusses and 
minuses, and decide for themselves. 
Admittedly, by this formula the wed
ding album will show tired faces, 
expressing the fatigue of worn-out 
mechutanim, not responding with 
d~zling smiles to the photograph
ers entreaties. Relatives may right
fully complain that they are being 
forced to stay on later than they 
would otherwise. 

On the other hand, hundreds of 
guests will be spared much of the 
hou~-and-a-half of "when are they 
commg in, anyway?" agony. Also, 
Rabbonim and Roshei Yeshiva will 
not have to choose between partici
pating in the chupa and the first 
rekida. Then they can do both with
out frittering away an hour and a 
half in between the two. Then, the 
bra cha," Shehakol hara lichvodo"
the first of the Sheva Berachos, pro
claiming the gloiy of G-d's creation 
as represented by the size of the 
crowd gathered-will have particu
lar relevance, in the view of the 
number of guests remaining. Furth
ermore, those who would choose to 
remain to the end anyway will have 
an ~;'flier departure, assuring that 
the tomorrow morning" will not be 
a typical "morning after"-surely 
worth something in the plus column. 
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A VERY UNUSUAL SCENE 

T his dilemma brings to mind a 
veiy unusual scene that I 
happened to havewitnessed

twice: a request that the chassan 
take back the wedding band from 
his kallah and repeat the words 
"harei at mekudeshes li ... . " Eveiy
thing was identical In both of these 
cases, except the person making the 
request and his reason. 

On the first occasion, the mesader 
kedushin-that is, the presiding 
rabbi-asked each of the witnesses, 
whose presence validates the mar
riage, if he had heard the groom's 
pronouncement. One did, one did 
not. So the mesader kedushin 
whispered first to the kallah, "Kindly 
return the ring," and then to the pal
ing chassan, 'Would you please take 
the ring back and say It louder as 
you give it to her?" He did. 

On the other occasion, a techni
cian holding a jumble of recording 
equipment under hot lights, at
tached to a tangle of wires, bent dis
creetly toward the sweltering chas
san and whispered. "Could you do 
that again? The audio was off .... 
Thanks." He did. 

On one of these occasions, the 
focus was on a key milestone in life, 
one to which all future events In the 
young couple's life would refer. For 
that reason It had to be repeated to 
be done correctly and well. Which 
one?o 

HEBREW ACADEMY 
OF CLEVELAND 

publishes pver 50 Educational Items 
for Hebrew Day Schools 

Catalog sent upon request 
Send $1.00 for handling to: 

HEBREW ACADEMY PUBUCATIONS DEPT. 

l86!}South Taylor Rd., Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118 

Best wishes for a 
n:n" nonin ,Ol 

aemilas Chesed 
Congregation 

Rabbi Yitzhak Chinn 
1'1clfeesport, Pa. 

FROM FACTORY 
REPRESENTATIVE 

SAVE!!! 
n~VI .,'D11D 

ZAVE 
SHER UN 
ORCHESTRA 

(718) 434-3540 

Also Available As One Man Band 

4916 13th Ave., B'klyn, N.Y. 11219 
(718) 854·2911 

PROFESSIONAL PHOTOS 
OF 

GEDOLIM 
LARGEST SELECTION 
3Vi" x S" for your collection 

5" x 7" up to 16" x 20" for display 
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is proud to announce the newly revised and expanded schedule for 

DIAL-A-SHIUK 
general Torah programming for the entire family 

Every day a two hour program, including five 
lectures, comes to you over your nearest 
telephone. Talented, expert, interesting 
teachers from America and Israel bring you 

a variety of fascinating Torah subjects in 
Yiddish and English. Let your fingertips 
dial the broad world of Torah into your home 
or office any time of the day or night. 

l"l!1111 !1::17Kl"I ,, t"IK l"l!1111 '1b lll<bll< ,,)( 

,,,l n1'JWT.l ll<Ull! 
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tnrnl7l-,11:iix c,,iyiw iKiiuio ll<U"ib 
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ENGLISH PROGRAMMING 
ON THE HOUR 20 MIN. AFTER THE HOUR 40 MIN. AFTER THE HOUR 

i:'"W:lnO & SUN. EIN YAACOV NACH HAlACHA nl~ ,.,n 

MONDAY JEWISH HISTORY OUR TEFFILOS STORIES 

TUESDAY HASHKOfAH PERSONALITIES IN NACH STORIES 

WEDNESDAY THE WEEKLY SEDRA SEFER TEHILLIM HOLOCAUST 

THURSDAY HASHKOFAH CHOVAS HALEVOVOS HALACHA 1l'J'"l ''il 
FRIDAY REPEAT OF WEDNESDAY'S PROGRAM 

(Effective October 17th, 1987) 

All 26 segments available to you for only 86 a month and a one-time 836 registration fee. 
Note: In Long Island, Staten Island, Elizabeth, Passaic & Edison, NJ. the monthly fee Is $12. 

LIMITED llME OFFER 
Beginning Sunday, October 18th through December 5th you can dlal this special 
test number (718) 436-5166 and listen to the English programming schedule. 

Find out why so many have already joined. 

Return to: Torah Communication Network, 1618-43rd Street, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11204 (718) 436-4999 
Please enroll me in Dial-A-Shiur. Enclosed is the one-time 836 registration fee and818 for the first three months, 

Name -------------------------- Tel.--------

Address City ____ State --- Zip ---


