


~ Rashi'sJOVEN IS produced under the supemtsion <ff 
~ Rabbi Gavrial Zinner and the Chef K 

Park11ged in an elegantjrosted boNle. 
Trimmed with gold foil. 

RA.SHI 
ALL THE REST IS COMMENTARY 

For more information 
on the full line of Rash! wines, 

call 718-265·7151 



The Spirit of Yesterday 
The Promise of Tomorrow 

-~-- -- -

~ 
Friends of Project ORA 

sanz Organization 
of TZFAS 

5407 - 19th Avenue, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 11204 

Any and all conrribulions to Pro/ect Ora are lax deductible and most apprecrated. 



VESI II WIY-
st In TORAH VODAATH, 

America's ·Pre .. eminent Yeshivaand Meslvta 
Reai investment opportunities with guaranteed 
returns come along only once in a lifetime. Now 
you have the chance to participate in one of the 
best investments possible: the future course of 
American Jewry .. 

Scratch the surface of the leading members 
of the Orthodox community: the scholars, the 
Roshei Yeshiva, the Rabbis, the professionllls, the 
communal leaders. Underneath the outer veneer 
you'll find the mark of a.Torah Vodaath education. 
The outstanding scholarship. The unmistakable 
middos. The unique synthesis of Turah living 
in today's world, Itis no accident that so 

many prominent Jews in every walk of Hie spent 
their formative years at Yeshiva Turah Vodaath 
and Mesivta. 

These men are making a difference in our 
world. And now you can make a difference in their 
world, By supporting the school that has given 
Jewish leaders their solid.foundation for seventy 
years. And will continue its tradition of educating 
and preparing young men in the ways of Turah, 

Take stock in the future of Yeshiva education. 
Invest in Yeshiva Torah Vodaath and Mesivta by 
attending our gala Dinner. 

DllllNl!R COMMl1T£E 
Edward ~iss, Chllitrilt11i 

Hymie Muller, Jonah Blumenfruchf 
Co-Chaitmen 

·vESHIVA n:P\Y1 

TORAH VODAATH nD11 n11n 
AND MESIVTA Nn:11nnn1 

JOURNALCOMMrrnlE 
SroH Setger, Cha1tiii11n 

Dr. Ari :Edf:lstein,-Yoel Ehtenreich 
Co·Chalrmen 

seventietf?..91, nnualrflinner 

Sunday, May 14, 1989/9 Iyar 5749 
The New York Hilton/Fifty Fourth Street and Sixth Avenue 

HONORING 

Mr. & Mrs. Shiya Hollander 
GUESTS OF HONOR 

For their continuing leadei:sblp and service to the Yeshiva 

Mr. Menasbe Stein 
Keset'lbrah AW.rd 

Rabbi facob Fink Mr. & Mrs. Menacbem Waisbrod 
'lbrah Vodaath Man of the lrear Parents of the Year 

Rabbi Yebosbua Balkany Mr.·Abrabam Mordowitz 
Rabbinic Alumnus of tire Year Professional Alumnus of the:Year 

------------------------------------------------------
Call 718-941-8{)()) for a complete prospectus and dinner invitation. 

Read prospectus carefully before investing. 

NOTE: Buying shares through this fund.raising campaign does not 
confer any voting rights or management privileges within Yeshiva 
Torah Vodaath and Mesivta. 

AD DEADLINE-APRIL 28, 1989. 

Name 

Address 

City ________ State ___ Zip __ _ 

Phone jHome) (Bus.) ____ _ 
Solicited by ______________ _ 



THE JEWISH OBSERVER (ISSN) 0021-6615 Is 
published monthly except July and August, 
by the Agudath Israel of America, 84 Wiiiiam 
Street, New York, NY 10038. Second class postage 
paid In New York, N.Y. NY Subscription $18.00 per 
year; two years, $30.00; three years, $40.00. Out
side of the United States (US funds only) $10 sur
charge per year. Single copy $2.50; foreign $3.00. 
Send address changes to The Jewish Observer, 84 
William St., N.Y., N.Y. 10038. Tel. (212) 797-9000. 
Printed In the US.A. 

RABBI NISSON WOLPIN, EDITOR 

EDITORIAL BOARD 

DR. ERNST BODENHEIMFR 
Chairman 

RABBI JOSEPH ELIAS 
JOSEPH FRIEDENSON 
RABBI NOSSON SCHERMAN 

MANAGEMENT BOARD 

NAFTOLI HIRSCH 
ISAAC KIRZNER 
RABBI SHLOMO LESIN 
NACHUM STEIN 

RABBI YOSEF C. GOLDING 
Business Manager 

Published by 
Agudath Israel of America 

RABBI MOSHE SHERER 
PRESIDENT 

THE JEWISH OBSERVER does not assume 
responsibility for the Kashrus of any product or 
service advertised In its pages. 

© Copyright 1989 

APRIL 1989 
VOLUME XXll/NUMBER 3 

6 
Integrity and Faith in the Market Place 
Rabbi Shimon Schwab 

11 
The Guy at the Next Computer Terminal 
Rabbi Ze'ev Kraines 

17 
" ." (with and without comment) 
Focus on the Baal Tesh uva Scene 

21 
Rebbitzin Henkin and Me 
A Story by Joanne Jackson Yelenik 

25 
"I am G-d-1 and No Other 
A Pesach essay by A. Sheinman 

31 
Depth of Vision in Interesting Times 
Rabbi Avi Shafran 

39 
P.S. 
Answering the Fifth Question, Bas Yehuda 

30 
Poetry 
Do You Feel You're Being Watched? 
Bracha Druss Goetz and Chana Zelasko 

43 
Books in Review 
The Hirsch Haggadah/Haggadah Geresh Yerachim/ 
The Sephardi Haggadah 

45 
Letters to the Editor 

52 
Index to Articles, Volume XXI 



he following article is adapted from an address by Rabbi Shimon 
Schwab N"IJ'J'IJ, Rav of Khal Adath Jeshurun (Washington Heights, N.Y.), presented to a 
conference for accountants sponsored by Agudath Israel of America and the Cheshbonot 
Society. The opening remarks were meant for those present at the gathering
accountants-but the thrust of Rabbi Schwab's message is of value to men and women in 
all walks of life. 

Integrity and Faith 
IN THE T PLACE 

A PROFESSION OF INTEGRITY 

A ccounting Is considered a 
highly dignified profession. 
based as it is on public trust 

in the integrity of men and women 
who apply a strict code of ethics to 
their activities. After all, the public 
relies on the financial statements 
and judgments of these profession
als in many areas. 

The conscientious CPA may 
encounter difficult problems, which 
might affect his own livelihood. At 
times, he might be forced to give up 
a well-paying client because his 
sense of right and wrong does not 
permit him to put his name to a 
financial statement that he consid
ers fraudulent. For the Orthodox 
CPA, there might be more than one 
occasion when he must jeopardize 
his relationship with a client if the 
halacha does not permit him to be 
a party to financial deals that are 
prohibited (which has already been 
discussed by talmidei chachamim 
who are expert in the field, in the 
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earlier sessions). Even a CPA who 
is not merely attesting to financial 
statements or situations, but is 
acting in his capacity as advisor to 
his client as to how to best invest 
his money, or performing other such 
financial services, may encounter 
challenging situations. There are 
times when one must put his foot 
down and warn his client gently but 
firmly that a particular approach is 
shady or outright dishonest. some
thing that is not only forbidden by 
the law of the land-dina d'mal
chusa-but that is directly assur 
min haTorah, and in some cases 
involves the possibility of Chillul 
Hashem For example, there is a veiy 
fine line that separates legitimate 
tax avoidance from prohibited tax 
evasion. 

Your client may not always appre
ciate your ethical stringency, which 
prevents you from becoming a party 
to any wrong doings, with the result 
that he 1"n may not want to retain 
your services any further, which 
might spell a loss .of parnassa 

(sustenance). Following these guide
lines calls for genuine mesiras 
nefesh, a commodity that is rather 
rare in our generation. It therefore 
may be in order to define briefly the 
Torah concept of pamassa, and our 
attitude of massa u'mattan b'em
una-doing business in good faith; 
and at the same time, to elaborate 
a bit ongezel-thieveiy-in general, 
and gezel akum in particular. All 
of these are closely aligned with the 
worst of all transgressions, Chillul 
Hashem-or, on the other hand, 
with the zechus and distinction of 
an opportunity for Kiddush 
Hashem 

A BACKGROUND 
OF LIMITED ASPIRATIONS 

P ermit me here to inject a per
sonal note. 1 was brought up 
as a child of parents, grand

parents and great-grandparents 
who all were business men-yere'im 
u 'shleimim, G-d fearing, upright 

The Jewish Observer. April 1989 



~--------------·-··---

people. Until the age of twenty-seven, 
I was so naive as to believe that run
ning a business for the sake of par
nassa meant no more than to strive 
to make a decent living, to pay all 
debts on time, to put some funds 
aside for various contingencies, and 
to give generously to tzeddaka. As 
for the monthly tefilla for "asher 
vekavod-riches and honor," it was 
never aimed at acquiring great 
wealth and public honor. Rather 
wealth was defined in Birkas Ha
mazon (Grace After Meals)-" lo 
lidei matnas bassar vadam. v'lo 
lidei halavaasam"-not to be in 
need of any gifts, handouts, char
itable loans, not to be beholden to 
anyone for assistance. Pursuing my 
business or profession was in keep
ing with the guidelines of, "Eizeh' 
hu ashir, hasome'ach b'chelko-
Who is wealthy? He who is satisfied 
with his lot "(Avos N,l). This is the 
philosophy that I inherited from my 
parents and grandparents. 

And what type of kavod does one 
pray for? That I not suffer bizyonos, 
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not do anything shameful that will 
spoil my character or sully my repu
tation, but to remain all my life a 
decent. righteous and straight indi
vidual ... to be generous, a baa! 
tzeddaka, and not be the object of 
insult and embarrassment. This 
was the kavod I sought, and nothing 
more. 

straight. But I was cautioned not to 
overemphasize the last word 
because he was a businessman. 

I. in my naivete, asked: What does 
that mean? 

It was then revealed to me that. 
in this country, a businessman is 
somebody who works veiy hard, day 
and night. to make as much money 

Whenever I earn money or I am successful 
in my profession or my business, I am having a 
direct encounter with the Ribbono Shel Olam. 
And if I become wealthy, it is His doing .... 

Then, when I got older and I came 
to these shores, I learned that I was 
wrong: As a newly arrived rabbi. I 
was asked to officiate at a funeral 
of a wealthy person who was 
unknown to me. Before the hesped, 
I inquired about the niftar, and was 
told by his relatives this man was 
a shomer Torah u'mitzvos, an ish 
tam v'yashar-wholesome and 

as possible, to earn much more than 
he or his children will ever need. 
Then, observing the world around 
me, I came to realize that the harm
less, legitimate pursuit of pamassa 
could escalate until It becomes an 
avoda zara, a deity that one wor
ships to the extent that eventually 
one identifies himself with one's 
financial enterprises; and without 
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worldly possessions. life loses all 
meaning. 

It is clear that the Torah concept 
of pamassa is quite different. In 
parshas Vayechi, both Midrash 
Rabba and Tanchuma tell us: 
"Gedola hapamassa yoser min 
hage'ula"-In terms of our relation
ship to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, 
pamassa is even greater than 
ge'ula. Making a living involves a 
greater intimacy with G-d than 
redemption from danger, because 
ge'ula is effected through a malach, 
In keeping with "Hamalach hagoel 
osi mikol ra." That is, G-d dis
patches a malach to redeem us from 
all evil. But parnassa is delivered 
by Hakadosh Baruch Hu, the 
money I earn is given directly from 
His hands, without the intervention 
of a malach: When I obtain a job, 
whenever I earn money or I am 
successful in my profession or my 
business, I am having a direct 
encounter wtth the Ribbono Shel 
Olam And if I become wealthy, it 
is His doing .... Everybody is familiar 
with the Gemora: "A person's entire 
income is decided on Rosh Hashana 
and confirmed on Yorn Kippur" 
(Beitza l 6a). And we refer to this 
in Birkas Hamazon, when we 
request that our pamassa come 
directly from Hakadosh Baruch 
Hu's hand, "Your full hand, [Your] 
open, holy, generous [hand] .... " In 
fact, the Gemora (Pesachim 118) 
characterizes Chapter 136 in Tehil
lim as "Halle! Hagadol-the Great 
Hallel" because of one verse: "He 
gives food to all flesh, His kindness 
is eternal." And the Gemora goes on 
to describe the Divine throne as 
hovering above the world. from 
where He apportions food and sus
tenance to all His creatures. 

BUSINESS AS USUAL, 
WITH "EMUNA" 

On that awesome day when we 
will each be called upon to 
give a personal accounting to 

the Heavenly Tribunal, the first 
question will be: "Nassasa v'nesata 
b'emuna? Did you conduct your 
business dealings with emuna"? 
The word "emuna" has two mean-
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ings: 'Were your dealings done 
honestly?"-and 'When you were 
engaged in business, did you pos
sess emuna in Hakadosh Baruch 
Hu?" In other words. did you believe 
that G-d "feeds and provides for 
all'' -that Hashgacha pratis (Prov
idence) rules?-that there is Some
one observing you?-listening to 
what you are saying and thinking. 
and that all that you do is being 
recorded for future reference? 

Following these guidelines of 
accountability, one may conclude 
that if I have the zechus to enjoy 
a pamassa that is free from all 
possible infractions, no chillul 
Shabbos v'Yom Tov, no chillul 
Hashem no sheker, no gezeL no 
ona'a, no oshecl<, no ribbis-no 
cheating, robbing, swindling or 
duplicity-and I am not lazy in my 
hishtadlus, my honest efforts to 
make a decent living, then I have 
every right to have bitachon (faith) 
that. "He who gives me life, will give 
me sustenance." And If I succeed in 
my efforts, then I know it was not 
kochi v'otzem yadi-not my know
how, not my intelligence, not my 
energy, not my hard work. Any 
success that I achieve is to be 
attributed to "It is He who grants 
you the prowess to amass a fortune" 
(Devarim 8,7), as He said so clearly: 

"Mine is the silver, Mine is the 
gold" ( Chaggai ). Indeed, He alone 
gives us the intelligence. the 
strength to labor. the astuteness to 
determine what is good in the long 
run. for as the Targum Onkelus 
explains "prowess" in the above 
passage in Devarim: "G-d gave you 
the counsel to amass holdings." We 
cannot take credit for our ingenuity 
or intelligence. It all comes directly 
from G-d. 

And should I fail in spite of all this. 
I must accept the loss with emuna 
because all comes from Him. And 
throughout. I maintain the firm 
bitachon that He will not let me 
down. and that my financial diffi
culties are temporary; I have a right 
to be mispallel-to pray-to have 
bitachon that my trust in Haka
dosh Baruch Hu will not go unre
warded. Shlomo Hamelech says it 
clearly: "He who has trust In G-d 

deserves much blessing, but he who 
rushes to get rich [unscrupulously] 
cannot remain blameless" (Mishlei). 

From this discussion, we must 
draw the conclusion that those who 
resort to cheating, trickery. disho
nesty, and fraud-gezeL sheker, 
and ona'a-while they sometimes 
may have the outward appearance 
of being G-d-fearlng Jews, in fact 
they are irreligious. They lack 
emuna, for they do not believe that 
G-d "feeds and provides for all." They 
may well be strict In their obser
vance of certain mitzvos, bu tin their 
business dealings they reveal that 
they are kofrim in Hashagach 
pratis: They certainly do not believe 
that G-d wants them to lie and cheat 
and takewhatls not rightfully theirs 
so as to obtain their sustenance, 
their great wealth from Him. This 
would be blasphemy. What they are 
actually doing. then.is conducting 
their business affairs as though He 
does not exist itn7n! 

We are required to say the song 
of praise "Ashrei" three times a day 
because it includes the pasuk: 
"Pose'ach es yadecha umasbia 
lechol chai ratzon" ( Tehillim 
145,16). If we fall to say it with 
kavana-proper concentration
we must repeat it, to hammer into 
our consciousness that Hakodosh 
Baruch Hu opens His hands to 
satiate all living creatures, accord
ing to His will. Permit me to expand 
on this. 

Exactly fifty-seven years ago, at my 
Sheva Brachos, an elderly man who 
was a grandson of Rav Samson Raphael 
Hirsch '"" recounted an incident from 
bis youth. As be was taking bis grand
father for a walk, bis grandfather asked 
hlm the meaning of the phrase "masbia 
l'chol chai ratzon." It should read, 
"masbia ratzon l'chol chai-He 
satiates the desire of all Jiving crea
tures~ .. or "'masbia chol chai b 'ratzon
He willingly satiates all Jiving crea
tures." Rav Hirsch then explained that 
the word "ratzon" here was related to 
the expression "Yehi ratzon"-that the 
matter be rat2ui lecha, pleasing to You. 
It is In this spirit that ratzon is to be 
understood in our prayers for suste
nance. In fact, this phrase from 
• Ashrel" contains the quinteasence of 
pamassa-wby some obtain It and 
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''If anyone sin and commit a trespass against G-d 
(in a.financial matter) . ... " (Vayikra s,211 

Rabbi Akiba teaches us that when one fails to abide by 
a transaction involving witnesses, his sin is against the 
witnesses as well. But when there are no witnesses, G-d 

is the Third party-and should either party renege, 
the trespass is against Him. 

others do not: G-d grants ratzon
favor-to those whom He chooses to 
grace with it. This applies to the beggar 
at the door, the professor lecturing in 
college, the merchant selling his pro
duct and the professional selling his 
services; lf the Individual Is not liked 
and does not find chein and ratzon in 
the eyes of others, he will remain poor. 
Many a famous painter whose works of 
art sell for millions of dollars today, 
starved to death because during his 
lifetime his paintings simply did not 
find ratzon. The public did not respond 
to them. 

Parnassa, then, represents direct 
intervention of G-d, grsnting the in
dividual ratzon. It Is a response that 
cannot be forced, or gained through 
manipulation. And lf I am liked or 
appreciated, it Is "miyadcha hame
le'ah, hapesucha, harechova-from 
Your full, open, broad hand• It comes 
directly from G-d 

HOLY MONEY OR UNHOLY 
PROFITS 

I n regard to funds given to tzed· 
daka. we paraphrase an expres· 
sion from the Torah: "shekel 

hakodesh, sacred money." This is 
based on a Gemora that "some tzad
dikim consider their money more 
precious than their body, than their 
life, because they did not ever extend 
their hands to take anything that 
was not rightfully theirs" (Sotah). 
Now, the Torah defines shekel 
hakodesh as esrim geira hashekel. 
In the vernacular, we say twenty 
shillings to the pound. a hundred 
cents to the dollar, meaning that 
evety cent in that dollar belongs to 
me al pi din, in accordance with 
Torah law. It is clean, pure money, 
and that is what is meant when the 
Torah tells us that G-d wants shekel 
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hakodesh to construct the sanctu
aty. 

People often ask, if emuna dic
tates that evetything comes from 
the hand of G-d, why do people who 
are involved in shady business 
practices-people who steal and lie 
and commit all kinds of thievety
become wealthy and successful, and 
most of the time go undetected? 
Don't they also get their pamassa 
from the Ribbono Shel Olam? The 
answer is "No!" Emphatically NO! 
They receive it from the Sitra 
Achra-That is to say, evety sin that 
a person commits creates forces of 
evil-kochos hatuma. which is 
called sitra achra, the other-world 
order which exist only to test us, to 
tempt us, and 1"n eventually to 
punish the evil-doers. The magnif
icent mansion that was built with 
money tainted by dishonesty, or the 
good times that are paid for by tax 
fraud or other forms of gezel and 
ona 'a, all come from kochos 
hatuma, which tum eventually into 
forces of destruction: hu hasatan 
hu hamalach hamaves, either in 
this world or in the world-to-come
which is far worse. 

The guilty party may contribute 
vast sums to tzeddaka and perform 
certain mitzvos veiy rigorously, but 
these will not help him, for the Torah 
tells us lo yikach shochad. that G-d 
does not accept bribes. This, Chazal 
explain, even includes the bribety of 
mitzvos. As for his wealth, it does 
not come from G-d. It comes from 
an unseen Mafia, so to speak, from 
the kochos hatuma. There is no 
reason to envy the dishonest and 
fraudulent, for-as the passage from 
Mishlei states: "Birkas Hashem hi 
sisasher-Only the blessings of G-d 
make one truly rich." 

"GEZEL": THE PARAMETERS 

"Gezel" is defined loosely as 
"theft" or "loot." The Cho
shen Mishpat includes 

under this rubric all monies that do 
not belong to a person al pi din. In 
a case where Reuvain does not know 
the din, and a beis din that is 
empowered by the Torah paskens 
that Reuven must give a contested 
sum of money to Shimon, and 
Reuven does not follow the psak of 
the beis din, then his money is 
gezel. In other words, one must 
avoid any property held without 
justification as though it were 
outright stolen funds. 

The late Brisker Rav. Reb Velvel 7"~t, 
asked, "What prompted Yosef to give 
the money back to his brothers, and put 
it into their sacks?" He answered, 
"Because he wanted to make sure that 
they would come back." Someone 
present at the shiur asked him, "They 
would have come back anyway-con
sidering the famine, their need for food 
would drive them back. And besides, 
their brother Shimon was taken hos
tage. They had to return to redeem him. 
Why did he find It necessary to put 
money in their sacks to make sure 
they'd come back'?" 

The Brisker Rav answered, "The ten 
brothers were Shivtei Kah-the fore
bears of the Ten Tribes. We cannot 
fathom the depths of their bitachon
their trust in G-d. Pemaps, thought 
Yosef, they would decide to ride out the 
famine: G-d would not forsake them and 
they would not die of hunger. Nor would 
He forsake Shimon: G-d would even
tually cause him to be released from 
prison. But Yosef knew that should his 
brothers have in their possession 
money that was not theirs, they would 
certainly come back. Shivtei Kah 
would not want to keep any money that 
does not belong to them al pi din. 
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AN OVERLOOKED OPINION 

Much of our business deal
ings are carried on with 
non-Jews. Since some pos

kim are of the opinion that halachic 
guidelines for business dealings 
with Jews are much more stringent 
than the norm, some business 
people are less than scrupulous 
when dealing with the general 
public. I often wonder why people 
who are so machmir (stringent) in 
regard to a yesh omrim (a differing 
opinion) in Orach Chaim and Yoreh 
De'ah (sections of Codes dealing 
with ritual law) simply ignore the 
yesh omrim in Choshen Mishpat 
(business law) regarding gezel 
akum Indeed, the Choshen Mish
pat paskens clearly that it is forbid
den, based on the Gemora in Babba 
Kamma. Furthermore, the Shul
chan Aruch says that if a person 
evades payment of his taxes for 
which he is liable, he has trans
gressed Lo sigzol (Ch. 369). As to 
ta'us akum taking advantage of 
mistakes made by non-Jews, the 
Be'er Hagola (Ch. 266) says. return
ing money to a gentile if he makes 
a mistake in my favor is praise
worthy, for then non-Jews will come 
to admire Jews for their integrity. 

This decision was wrttten in the 
Middle Ages, a primitive time when 
many non-Jews were illiterate and 
could not calculate properly, and it 
was very easy to take advantage of 
them. In this context, the Be'er 
Hagola wrttes in an uncharacteris
tic manner: 

"I am writing this down for future 
generations, for I have seen many who 
have become wealthy through errors 
that gentiles have made. But I have also 
seen bow they have lost their money 
agsin, and have left nothing for their 
heirs, as is recorded In Sefer Chassi
dim. Those that sanctified G-d's Name 
by returning gains msde through the 
error of others became weslthy and left 
much of their riches to their cbildren." 
{This applies. of course, to mistakes 
made by the computer. as well.) 

How rewarding it must be to live 
a life of integrity and inspire recog
nition from others in regard to the 
sanctity of His Name! 

Webster's Dictionary lists a verb 
"to jew," which is defined as "to 
cheat, to be engaged in sharp prac
tices." Of course this is an anti
semitic response to conduct that 
constitutes a Chillul Hashem-but 
the bottom line is uncontestably a 
Chillul Hashem I live with the hope 
that there will be a new edition of 
Webster's Dictionary that will say: 
"to jew: to be scrupulously honest. 
to be decent" -that would be a literal 
Kiddush Hashem We must bear in 
mind that when one has Chillul 
Hashem on his hands, neither 
teshuva (repentance), nor Yorn 
Klppur, nor yesurtm (suffering) help 
to achieve full atonement ad yam 
moso, until the day of his death. To 
this, the Gemora says, "No credit is 
given for good deeds I to counteract 
the effects ofl Chillul Hashem even 
if it occurs by mistake "(Kidushin). 
The Sifri in Haazinu says, "Even
tually, G-d forgives all sins, but-by 
contrast-He exacts immediate 
punishment for Chillul Hashem" 

Not just a cheese, 
a tradition ... 

In this context, I feel duty-bound 
to mention that there are 11"J a great 
many cases of Kiddush Hashem in 
the field of business dealings 
between Jews and non-Jews, and 
between irreligious Jews and devout 
Jews. Quite a number of such cases 
are known to me, and I stand up 
in reverence for those who are 
mekadesh Sheim Hashem in our 
times, which otherwise are full of 
cases of colossal Chillul Hashem A 
recent article in The New York 
Times dealing with the owners of 
a particularly large real estate firm, 
stated that "because they are strictly 
Orthodox Jews, their word is their 
bond." And they are trusted univer
sally. Now that family's legendary 
tzeddaka is, indeed. shekel hako
desh. It is a model of nasassa 
venasata b 'emuna for all of us to 
emulate. And if their example will 
find many followers, it might deflate 
the scourge of worldwide anti
semitism 

In parshas Ki Seitzei we read, 
"False measurements, false weights, 
cheating in business, is an abomi
nation in the eyes of G-d" (Devarim 
25, 13-19 ). Following immediately is: 
"RememberwhatAmalek did to you." 

Rashi tells us that this grouping 
of mitzvos teaches us: "He who 
cheats with measurements and 
weights has cause to worry over the 
onslaught of enemies." On the other 
hand, Kiddush Hashem by honest 
Jews, by Torah Jews, such as the 
CPAs who have assembled In respect 
for Torah and Its teachings, gives 
us the right to hold our heads high 
in the presence of our enemies. • 

Haolam, the most trusted name in Cholov Yisroel Kosher Cheese. A reputation earned 
through 25 years of scrupulous devotion to quality and kashruth. With 12 delicious 
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Rabbi Ze'ev Kraines 

The Guy At The 
Next Computer 

I t's not unusual these days to 
hear of non-observant Jews 
meeting over lunch in a posh 

midtown office for a Parsha talk 
given at lunchtime by some noted 
Jewish educator. Jn fact, there are 
now several organizations in Man
hattan alone that specialize in 
outreach to the non-observant pro
fessional at his workplace. 

But, let's face It. For every teaching 

Rabbi Ze'ev Krahles, a former co-director of the 
Jewish Learning Exchange in Monsey, ls pres
ently Assistant Rabbi in Brtth Sholom Beth Israel 
Congregation in Charleston, South Carolina. 
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challenge being met by these ded
icated few. there are countless 
opportunities in the workplace that 
go unanswered. Certainly. the suc
cess of "office kiruv" presents a 
stirring challenge for the growing 
number of yeshiva-educated Jews 
who find themselves behind the 
blinking "shtender." 

Actually, on many counts the 
"non-professional" outreach teach
er has an advantage over the itin
erant office rabbi. The professional 
generally comes in contact only with 
people who have already expressed 

an interest in Jewish learning. or 
who have been referred. The ]rum 
co-worker can. over a long period, 
bring out an interest that is in its 
first. uncertain stages. So much of 
the ice-breaking that is necessary 
between a rabbi and a non-observ
ant Jew has already taken place be
tween co-workers. The professional 
kiruv teacher must cultivate a 
rapport through meetings at weekly 
and monthly intervals; the "non
professional" can be a constant in
formal influence. 

True. not every religious Jew is 
suited for the multifaceted mitzva 
of kiruv rechokim His non-observ
ant brother may be puzzled by the 
most elementary fundamentals of 
Jewish belief and require a teacher 
who can deal with his questions 
with the sensitiVity and sophistica
tion that come from experience. He 
may also need specialized personal 
counsel to help him make a smooth 
transition to observance. He cer
tainly will require a consistent role 
model of religious integrity. and not 
every ]rum person will feel comfor
table in that position. 

There is one isolated aspect of 
kiruv, however, that is our sacred 
responsibility, with all our imperfec
tions. In fact. it is part of our daily 
commitment in the "Shema Yis
raer·: learning Torah with our fellow 
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Jew. As we study together. we are 
not setting ourselves up as a holy 
sage, for we are engaged in some
thing "bigger than the both of us." 
If we are unschooled in the special 
skills of outreach, we should simply 
limit our teaching to areas in which 
we feel confidence. 

THE OBLIGATION 

T hough a cursory reading of 
the Rambam in Hilchos Tal
mud Torah might lead us to 

believe that the mitzva to teach 
one's fellow Jews in only incumbent 
upon scholars, 1 the Vilna Gaon in 
his commentary on the same hala
cha in Shulchan Aruch2 brings 
sources that clearly obligate every 
Jew to share of his Torah wlth the 
less fortunate. One of the Midra
shim the Gaon quotes is based on 
a passage which we read in the 
Haftorah ofYom Kippur. 

"Slice for the hung111 your bread . .. " 
(Isaiah 58,7): There is no hunger 
like he who hungers for words of 
Torah and there is no bread but 
words ef Torah ... From here they 

As we study together, 
we are not setting our
selves up as a holy sage, 
for we are engaged in 
something "bigger 
than the both of us." 

deduced: if there is a man who 
understands the Torah. he should 
bestow itfor his own wisdom shall 
increase ... and who does so will 
surely be rewarded. ... 3 

Rabbi Simcha Wasserman '""'''"' 
has many times taught publicly that 
the GRA cites this Midrash to show 
that even if a Jew has a loaf for 
himself. he must give a part of it to 
his fellow Jew. 

Indeed, one does not need to be 
a scholar to teach a Jew " ... the 
Shema and the tefilla. and teach 
him every day one pasuk and one 
halacha and encourage him in the 
mitzvos ...... as the cited Midrash 
goes on to enumerate. 

AN URGENT REMINDER 
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generation. in accordance with the directives of the Gedolei Hadar. 

SCHOOLS and YESHIVOS: 
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interested in having testing done for students. 
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(718) 384-6060 or (914) 783-1370 
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CHEVRA DOR YESHORIM, INC. 
160 Wilson Street. 1-B, Brooklyn, NY 11211 

Readers of The Jewish Observer 
will surely remember Rabbi Moshe 
Feinstein's now famous call to 
religious Jewry to give maaser (a 
tenth) of their time for outreach 
teaching, just as they give of their 
resources. In an address to Zeirei 
Agudath Israel (JO June '73, 
reprinted in the recent 25th Anni
versary issue), Reb Moshe ruled: 
''.As in charity, where one has an 
obligation to give O(le tenth ef his 
income to the poor, so must one 
spend a tenth of his time working 
on behalf ef others. bringing them 
closer to the Torah. if one is en
dowed with greater resources, he 
must correspondingly spend more 
ef his time with others." 

To Its credit, the world of the 
yeshiva has produced most of the 
dedicated teachers and volunteers 
in outreach today. But Reb Moshe's 
call was to every Jew who had the 
good fortune of receiving a Torah 
education to share of his treasure 
with others. 

Clearly. there are great numbers 
of yeshiva-educated working men 
and women who love the Torah and 
their people no less than their peers 
in chinuch. Is it not the natural 
expression of love of Torah study to 
want to introduce others to the 
beloved? Why then do we feel 
unequal to the task of the outreach 
tithe? 

THE OBSTACLES 

T he sad truth is that many 
religious Jews. in order to 
survive in a hostile culture. 

have placed religion together wlth 
politics-safely off the list of 
approved topics of conversation 
wlth their non-observant brethren. 
Their experience has shown that the 
non-observant co-worker might very 
well react defensively and even 
angrily as such discussions inevit
ably point out his own lack of 
commitment. The religious Jew 
might rightly assume that his fellow 
is very far from changing his lifestyle 
to honor the strictures of Jewish 
tradition. These concerns, however. 
do not negate the prospects that the 
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estranged Jew might very well desire 
his own special part in the study of 
the Torah. Our sages tell us that 
whoever studies Torah in front of 
an Ignorant Jew is considered as if 
he had violated his betrothed in 
front of him.4 No matter how distant 
a Jew may seem from Judaism, he 
may still be stirred by the authentic 
expertence of Torah. 

Frankly, not every discussion of 
religion must pose a threat to the 
secular Jew. Though much of the 
matertal covered in a JeWish edu
cation relates to the practical obser
vance of the mitzvos, there is a good 
deal of attractive and engaging 
subjects and texts that will not 
directly challenge his life-style, but 
Will most assuredly influence him 
for the good. Just as we ourselves 
have studied areas in the Talmud 
that have little bearing on our 
practical behavior, in the belief that 
every contact With the divine word 
has an ennobling effect. so must we 
have faith that religious issues need 
not be tackled head on in order to 
brtng our brethren back to obser
vance. In the words of the Midrash: 
" ... let them forsake Me, yet study 
My Torah, because as they engage 
in it the light Within it Will return 
them to the good."5 

Nor should the religious Jew be 
embarrassed to tell his learning 
partner that he doesn't feel qualified 
to handle sensitive questions about 
JeWish faith. He should simply state 
that having been raised in a reli
gious environment, he either was 
not bothered by the questions or has 
solved them for himself in ways that 
he finds difficult to verbalize. There 
are so many books available that 
deal With these types of questions 
in an enjoyable way that one may 
easily refer the inquisitive student 
to these resources and not have to 
handle every question himself. 
Many observant Jews have turned 
their uneasiness With answertng 
hashkaja questions into a positive 
learning challenge. In the process of 
meeting that challenge, they have 
introduced themselves to a new 
world of seforim and sQ[rim that 
have brightened up their own appre
ciation of Torah. 
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THE POTENTIAL STUDENTS 

I t is unfortunate that many mis
takenly feel that only the Jew 
who seems to have the potential 

to change his life around fully is a 
likely candidate for outreach work. 
College students and JeWish cult
members should not be the only 
market for the Torah's message. To 
encourage any Jew to begin Torah 
study is in itself a great accomplish
ment and Will in almost every case 

bear fruits in his greater observance 
of the mitzvos. Though we may 
never have the ego trip of being able 
to claim credit for our office mate's 
total transformation, the influence 
of our Torah With surely be felt in 
myriads of ways that we don't have 
to be aware of. "A little bit of light 
pushes away a lot of darkness." 

Many an observant Jew in the 
workplace is afraid to get involved 
with a co-worker, because that 
involvement might brtng to broader 
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social interaction. He may feel that 
It is in the best interest of his family 
to insulate them from the pop 
culture within which most non
observant Jews live. He may likely 
fear the sticky kashrus problems 
that could arise, should his student 
wish to reciprocate the hospitality 
offered to him. Moreover, he may 
simply be too busy with the respon
sibilities of family, livelihood and 
personal learning to take on an 
adopted kinw family. If these are his 
concerns, he is free to limit himself 
to a learning relationship and per
haps ultimately direct his partner 
to a kiruv professional or organiza
tion who can meet his student's 
other needs. Alternatively, he may 
find that opening one's home to a 
fellow Jew enriches one's life and the 
lives of one's family (as long as the 
dust of avoda zara is left on the 
doormat).6 

WHAT TO LEARN 

! firmly believe that most edu
cated Jews require no reminder 
of their obligation to share of 

their Torah with others and no 
reassurances about the possible 
negative effects of starting up a 
relationship with a non-observant 
brother. They simply have no tech
nical experience in how one goes 
about learning with a beginner. 

Many may have the impression 
that the first thing a beginner is 
interested in Is proof of the Torah's 
veracity. Though, to be sure. there 
are kiruv organizations that accen
tuate these issues, it is my expe
rience that, perhaps unfortunately, 
these are not pressing issues for the 
average American Jew. The recent 
success of Hebrew reading crash 
courses and beginner's services 
across the country are clear indica
tions that our brethren are more 
likely to simply be embarrassed by 
their lack of familiarity with the 
rudiments of Jewish identity and 
knowledge. It is generally only after 
the Jew, through learning, begins to 
realize that he should really be more 
observant, that he becomes con
cerned about the objective truthful
ness of the Torah. 
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Is it not the natural 
expression of love of 
Torah study to want to 
introduce others to the 
beloved? Why then 
should we feel unequal 
to the task of outreach? 

FormanyJews, then,simplygoing 
through an ArtScroll Siddur with 
them, in English or in Hebrew, is 
an ideal learning relationship. There 
is so much new information in the 
Siddur for the average beginner, 
that one does not have to strain to 
recall all the vertlach in one's 
repertoire. Again, it is never a crime 
to be frank with your student and 
admit that you either don't know 
how to answer his question, or have 
forgotten. 

Of course, there will be many Jews 
whose road to Judaism will not lead 
through davening. They will be 
drawn to Jewish study at first purely 
for its intellectual stimulus. Though 
the mussar implications of this ir
reverent approach may put off many 
a prospective teacher, the sages of 
Israel were not daunted by it.' 
Though mental aerobics is certainly 
not the ultimate goal of Torah edu
cation, it is certainly one of the more 
tried and true she'lo lishma mot
ivations that have brought Jews to 
lishma. 

A natural vehicle for the intellec
tually active beginner is Talmud 
study, with the excitement of Its 
controversy and the rigor of its logic. 
It is also a natural teaching instru
ment for those of us who spent more 
time with a Gemora than with 
Siddur commentary! Technically, 
however, it is also the most difficult 
text to teach in the work 
environment. 

The Jew with a bit of a back
ground who will usually delight In 
remembering little phrases of his 
Hebrew as he goes over the Siddur, 
will generally be discouraged by his 

encounter with Aramaic. For him, 
the Steinsaltz edition of the Talmud 
with its punctuation and vocali
zation could be quJte refreshing. 
There is always the possibility of 
having the student follow the argu
ments without a text as the teacher 
presents them, but this may prove 
frustrating In a sugya of even 
average complexity. Many outreach 
educators resort to the ultimate 
yeshiva no-no: photocopies pages of 
the handy-dandy Sonclno transla
tion. Given the time and skill lim
itations of the working person on 
lunch break, its path of instant 
enlightenment may be the wise one. 

BEYOND GEMORA 

Maimonides is a well-respect
ed figure In the general 
society and it has a good 

ring when you ask an intellectual 
if he'd like to study his thought in 
the original or even in English. Try 
the introduction to the Mishne 
Torah, the laws of Klddush Hashem 
(Y esodei Ha Torah 5 ), selected chap
ters in Hilchos Deios and Hilchos 
Teshuva. the first chapters of Hil
chos Avoda Zara and Tefil!a, which 
have all been translated. The laws 
of Sanhedrin are often fascinating 
to a beginner, especially to attor
neys, and the laws of tzeddaka 
(Matnos Aniim 7-10) have a broad 
appeal. These translations are not 
as readily available, but a Jewish 
librarian could certainly help you 
locate them. Again, one could always 
learn from a Hebrew text and pro
vide a running translation. 

Ironically. Chumash is one of the 
hardest texts to teach to a beginner. 
Though the emunos and deos that 
we absorb from Rashi study as 
children are central to Jewish con
sciousness, the colorful Midrashim 
that we treasure may seem Incom
prehensible to the beginner. If one 
Is not ready to deal with statements 
such as "I think Rashi's wrong," he 
should choose carefully with whom 
he'll learn Chumash. 

Fortunately, we live In an age 
where more and more texts are 
available in English. Many begin-
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ners will find It enjoyable to learn 
through a tractate of Mishna either 
in Hebrew or English. Always let the 
student do some of the reading to 
grant him the dimension of being 
Involved In the oral tradition. Let 
him read the simple Hebrew texts 
as often as possible. Reading a He
brew text, however haltingly, means 
having a relationship with one's 
heritage and somehow connecting 
with Jews across the generations 
who have studied the same texts. 

The true beneficiary of all this is, 
of course. the teacher. Besides the 

great rewards stored away in the 
world-to-come for those who teach 
Hashem's Torah to others, the Jew 
who teaches finds his own learning 
deepened In the process. Spending 
so many hours in the sterile envir
onment of the corporate workplace, 
it certainly is uplifting to know that 
one's presence may be instrumental 
in effecting a kiddush Hashem. 

As Torah-educated Jews, we have 
so much to offer the world of steel 
and glass. There are so many hungry 
souls who wait to share our bread 
at lunch-break. 

So the next time you see Shmerl 
at the water cooler. try: 'You know. 
I've been meaning to ask you ... 
have you read this book?" lt'sagood 
one-liner; one that Avraham Avinu 
would be proud of. • 

1. Mishna Tomh. Hilchos Talmud Torah 1:2: It 
is a mil2va on each and every chacham to teach 
every- student. 
2. Y.D. Hilchos Melamdim 245:3 Biyur HaGRA 
ad hoc 5. 
3. Tanna Dvei Eliyahu Ch. 27:1 (author's 
translation}. 
4. Pesachim 49b. 
5. Pesichta Eich a Rabba 2 {author's translation). 
6. See Rashi Bereishis 18.4. 
7. See Michtav MeEliyahu Volume III, pp. 362-3. 
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'Ifie Fddheim Collection of Haggados: 
Let Us Join You at Your Seder. 

A Contemporary Classic 

Drawn from Hirsch's classic commentaries to 
Chumash, Tehillim, & Siddur, as well as from 
the famous Nineteen Letters, Chorev and the 
Collected Writings, this magnificent selection is 
deftly interwoven with the Haggtu:lah text
providing readers with a unique and memorable 
learning experience. 

The English text is newly translated and 
tu:lapted for the modern reader making Hirsch's 
profound ideas easily accessible to all. 

Hardcover $15.95 Paperback $12.95 

THE SEPHARDI 
HAGG ADAH 
by Rabbi Jonathan Cohen 
The text includes an English 
translation, traditional 
commentary and a complete 
guide to the laws of Pesach and 
the seder according to the 
Sephardi Minhag. 

THE LEHMANN 
HAGG ADAH 
by Rabbi Marcus Lehman 
This popular haggadah is 
known for its rich and ex
pansive commentary; an in
spiring text worth studying not 
only Pesach-but all year 
round. 

THEKAFRA 
HAGG ADAH 
This full color, illuminated 
Haggadah written in beautiful 
calligraphic script is an ideal 
gift-and it's attractively priced! 

THE CHILDREN'S 
HAGG ADAH 
by A.M. Silverman 

A perennial favorite with 
children at the seder: large 
print, full text, full trans
lation-and full color, pull out 
illustrations! 

SECRETS OF THE 
HAGG ADAH 
by Rabbi Matisyahu Glazerson 
With his insightful analysis of 
Hebrew letters and numbers, 
Rabbi Glazerson sheds light on 
the more mystical aspects of 
Pesach and the Seder night. 

YAY'NO SHEL TORAH by Rabbi Binyomin Adler 

This contemporary classic draws upon the wisdom of many 
Sages throughout the centuries, compiling their insights into a 
choice selection-brief and easy to follow. In Hebrew only. 



Focus on the Baal Teshuva Scene 
A REVOLVING DOOR? 

T he Baal Teshuva Movement, 
we are told, Is In serious 
trouble. True enough, from a 

visit to Ohr Somayach. Kol Yaakov. 
Aish Hatorah, Machon Shlomo, 
Sharashim. Neve Yerushalyim-or 
any of the other burgeoning yeshi
vas. seminaries, and drop-in centers 
all over Israel and In America, from 
sea to shining sea-one would never 
know it. 

So why the Angst? A front-page 
stoiy in a number of Anglo-Jewish 
papers-In New York. Philadelphia. 
Baltimore. Chicago. and Los An
geles. among others-bemoaned (or 
celebrated) the "Return of the 
Returned," in which David Margolis 
describes the plight oflapsed baalet 
teshuva. 

While no one can argue that there 
are not some serious problems
notably shidduchim-whlch may 
result In some drop-outs from the 
baal teshuva scene. one wonders 
why the incidents of failure are the 
stoiy. and not the drama of dls
coveiy and reunion with one's lost 
heritage. Has the full panoply of suc
cess stories already been explored? 

The article does make the point 
several times that there are no 
statistics available on the subject. 
yet there's no shortage of sweeping, 
negative generalizations: " 'Ktruv is 
big business-as much as $200 
million a year,' ... estimates 
Orthodox Rabbi Yitz Greenberg. 
director of CLAL .... 

"Jn Greenberg's view the system 
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of ktruv Is largely a failure. 'The 
greater percentage of baalei te
shuva don't stay,' he claims. But he 
. . . can produce no statistics. and 
other observers dispute his views." 

The case histories that the article 
cites are either of people who 
changed radically Into-and then 
out of-Orthodoxy, or people who 
never fully connected with their new 
environment and therefore slipped 
away. Both types of situations are 

One woman said, "I 
didn't want to feel 
good. I wanted to know 
what was good:' 

familiar to kiruv workers, and are 
usually dealt with on an as-you
come basis. with vatylng degrees of 
success. But they hardly represent 
the prototype baal teshuva. and for 
the author and some of the people 
he interviewed to present them as 
such is dishonest and a disservice 
to all involved. 

Yes. some comments are on target: 
When Greenberg says, "The more 
drastic the change the less stable it 
is," one must agree. And when 
others (Rabbis Ephraim Buchwald, 
Meir Fund) point out that "the 
outreach rabbi must demonstrate 
that there are different ways ofbeing 
Orthodox," there Is no argument. 
But It Is quite different when Green-

berg adds that "the ktruv movement 
often errs by aiming at making the 
returner an Orthodox sectarian 
rather than just a more Jewish Jew . 
'Our experience at CLAL,' he says. 
'is that if you provide people with 
multiple models-from non-observ
ant-more of them will distribute 
themselves along the spectrum than 
If you offer them only one bigjump." 

Obviously, Greenberg Is using the 
extreme cases of maladjustment 
and defection as a format to plug 
his trans-denominational activities 
through CLAL. which embraces all 
forms of Judaism-including these 
that deny Sinai and ignore the 
Creator-as all being valid. Why a 
syndicated journalist should give 
prominence and credibility to un
substantiated allegations from a 
source with his own ax to grind Is 
a source of puzzlement! 

OF FAIRNESS AND BALANCE, 
JOY AND PAIN 

ortunately, other journals are 
taking note of the baal te
shuva phenomenon with a 

much more balanced view. Of 
course. not eveiythlng is rosy, but 
fairness prevails. An article in the 
Bnai B'rlth Jewish Monthly (March 
'89) features a sympathetic report 
on "When Children Return to Reli
gion How Do Families Cope?" by Iris 
Weisman. She treats with humor 
and sensitivity both the painful void 
in the lives of baalet teshuva who 
no longer have a home to go back 
to. and the dismay of assimilated 
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parents who thought that they had 
given their children "everything," 
only to find them seeking instead 
the heritage that the parents had 
abandoned. 

While Weisman interviewed quite 
a broad array of people in regard to 
the possibilities of compromise be
tween warring generations, she 
quotes (among others) Rabbi Shlo
mo Porter of Baltimore's Eitz Chaim 
Center-who is cited as promoting 
a "shalom bayis approach (keeping 
peace at home)"-as pointing out, 
''The children are limited in their 
compromise, the parents are unlim
ited in theirs." 

Surprisingly. the media's un
blinking focus on feminism-which 
has long been thought of as an 
enemy to traditional Judaism-has 
recently come up with several ac-

Surveying the scene 
through the eyes 
of the media is not 
always gratifying. 
One often encounters 
opinions of "experts" 
who are far from 
knowledgeable. 

counts of accomplished Jewish 
women who have found solace in 
their faith. In "Modem Women Ex
plain Return to Orthodoxy" (LA 
Times. Feb. 7, '89), Gary Libman 
offers three profiles-an advertising 
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executive, an artist and a physi
cian-in various phases of return. 
Judith Margolis, the artist, does not 
find exclusion from Saturday events 
confining. To the contrary. "There 
Is a tremendous amount of pressure 
to be an artist," she said. "There is 
no clear definition of success. Finan
cial reward is undependable and you 
have onlyyour own will to encourage 
you to keep doing it. ... By keeping 
the Sabbath, I take one day when 
I cannot be striving .... It's a day 
when I have to rest. It energizes me 
enormously." 

As for the strictness of taharas 
hamishpacha: 

"Her career and marriage also has 
been helped, she said, by Orthodox 
laws that put some limits on inti
mate contact between married cou
ples .... 'I think an artist needs a 
certain psychic privacy to be crea
tive. Orthodox practice ... allows a 
person to have time alone. I expe
rience myself. And that turns out to 
be supportive of creative work.' " 

Another example of positive repor
tage on the feminine scene is "An 
Orthodox Paradox," by Lisa Watts, 
featured in a recent issue of the 
Northwestern University Alumni 
Magazine. Here, the author deals 
with a study by sociologist Debra 
Kaufman, which probed: 

'Why embrace orthodoxy? What 
attracts secular and often formerly 
feminist women to such a tradi
tional and seemingly anti feminist 
setting? Why accept the ancient 
Jewish laws which women cannot 
interpret or change?" 

Kaufman found a number of sur
prtsing answers: 

"The common thread running 
through their lives before conver
sion was a sense of spiritual mean
inglessness. They all expressed con
cern about the lack of clear rules and 
expectations in marital, familial, 
and sexual relationships In secular 
society. Before their conversion to 
orthodoxy, for example, many had 
met men who were unwilling or un
able to make lasting commitments. 

"One woman said, 'I didn't want 
to feel good. I wanted to know what 
was good.' Kaufman says such 
statements summarize the dilemma 
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for many women, that the self 
cannot be the arbiter of truth for 
them. 'For them,' says Kaufman, 
'truth has to be connected to some
thing larger than themselves.' " 

NEGATIVE VIBES 

S urveying the scene through 
the eyes of the media, how
ever, is not always gratifying. 

Too often one encounters opinions 
of experts on the field who are far 
from knowledgeable. For example, a 
JTA feature story dealing with 
"Jewish Authors Respond to Rush
die Threat." which ran in Anglo
Jewish papers across the country 
during the week of March 1, in
cluded a gratuitous slap against Or
thodoxy, in general, and baalei te
shuva, in particular, in a quotation 
from Anne Roiphe. Her qualifica
tions? 

"Anne Roiphe, has written a novel 
on the newly Orthodox and essays 
on the implications of the Holo
caust." Ms. Roiphe is touted as an 
expert on the newly Orthodox, since 
after all, "she wrote the book." Yet
in private correspondence with the 
writer of these lines-she admits 
that she never set foot in a baal 
teshuva yeshiva, even though such 
an institution serves as the scene 
of a major part of the action of her 
novel! 

In the final analysis, a baal 
teshuva story is bound to be an 
exciting, even breathtaking, soul
wrenching account. Ten baalei 
teshuva offer the material for ten 
such stories, and a thousand such 
people can be the subjects of a 
thousand such inspiring accounts. 
For example, Uri Zohar's Waking Up 
Jewish, and the individual chapters 
of Akiva Tatz's Anatomy of a 
Search, each demonstrates how 
gripping in individual ways each 
personal account can be. The only 
problem with the general media is 
that, on occasion, the writer enters 
the scene with a bias, and then the 
entire story is askew. We register 
alarm and cry foul when the story 
Is distorted. and we welcome those 
who care enough for truth to tell the 
story as It is, even if they show some 
of the warts. • 
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Joanne Jackson Yelenik 
-----·---------------~ 

Rebbitzin Henkin and Me
A Story 

T he departure lounge of the El 
Al terminal is full. I try, with
out too much success, to 

divert my attention from the knot 
in my stomach and the tightness in 
my throat, by looking around and 
discovering who my son's traveling 
companions will be. Here, an old 
women is being embraced by two 
toddlers. Over there, in the corner, 
a middle aged-man gently touches 
the cheek of a younger man who 
resembles him strikingly. Small 
groups huddle together, talking 
enthusiastically and then, without 
warning, falling silent. Suddenly, it 
hits me. The departure lounge is a 
metaphor for galus. The history of 
our separations, whether voluntary 
or involuntary, is dramatized and 
recreated in this airport setting. My 
eyes return once more to look upon 
the sweet, handsome face of my son. 

He is leaving now, for the second 
time in five months, to go to yeshiva 
in Israel. His first departure, in 
August, was so overwhelming as to 
be indescribable. This visit of two 
weeks, to share in a family simcha, 
emphasized the reality of the good
byes, but also left my husband and 

Joanne Jackson Yelenik is a teacher and writer 
living in Washington, D.C. 
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One of the luxuries of 
being a baalas teshuva is 
that one can adopt along 
the way any number of 
pseudo-relations. 

me with wonderful memories and a 
clearer understanding of what our 
son's yeshiva life is like. We embrace, 
each of us trying to be braver than 
the other." 'Til Pesach," my son says, 
and the Jewish calendar I have come 
to love takes on still deeper meaning. 
"Gey gezunt und kum gezun~" I 
say, remembering from an unknown 
past, and the salutations of my 
father and aunt, the few words of 
Yiddish I mastered, and which 
remain in my sub-conscious mind 
for occasions like these when Eng
lish is useless. 

As I stand watching the now 
empty space where my son stood on 
the security check line, my glance 
takes in the many black-coated 
figures boarding the plane. At least, 
I think, he Will have a minyan. The 
thought makes me smile for the first 
time in what seems like hours. I 
guess I am becoming a real Yiddishe 
Mamma. 

Once again I scan the figures in 
the departure lounge, those with 

whom I have shared such a peak 
moment. I search out the women in 
sheitels and the men in kipot and 
hats. They look familiar to me, or 
maybe it is that I just long for 
companionship. My eyes rest on one 
man accompanied by a small child, 
his daughter. He smiles. As remar· 
kable as it may be, it turns out that 
we do know one another. His Wife, 
who has just boarded the plane, is 
a friend of mine. My husband and 
he exchange greetings. I begin to tell 
him some of my feelings. "Let me 
tell you a story," he says. The vision 
of this family's Shabbos table 
appears before my eyes. I remember 
our discussions on Yiddishkeit 
lasting far into the night. Almost all 
of them begin With this man saying: 
"Let me tell you a story." 

"There was this very famous and 
revered rabbi from the Lower East 
Side: Rabbi Yoseif Eliyahu Henkin, 
by name. He was very Wise. When 
this rabbi was about twelve years 
old, he was asking questions that 
proved very difficult to his teachers, 
and he realized that he had ]earned 
all he could in the tiny shtetel where 
he Jived. He decided he had to go 
to a large yeshiva all the way on the 
other side of the country from where 
he Jived. Times were hard, and he 
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had no money. so he chose to walk 
there." 

I think. What could it have been 
like for him walking in the freezing 
cold. across a land? What if his 
shoes jell apart? Perhaps he was 
able to make the hard decisions for 
the Yidden of his times because qf 
this walk that he took at twelve 
years old. 

'You know," the man continues, 
"when you were talking now about 
your son. and when you happened 
to mention even the number of the 
seat he was assigned. I thought of 

SLICED 
MUENSTER 

this rabbi's mother and of how little 
she knew about what was happen
ing to her son while he walked from 
one end of the country to another 
to reach yeshiva." 

As we continued speaking, I felt 
more and more the presence of this 
woman: What did she pack for her 
son to carry with him? What 
thoughts of him did she have as 
she went through her daily chores, 
as she thought qf him when she 
prayed? What would this woman 
think of us, the mothers of today's 
yeshiva boys? Would she smile at 
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the voluminous packages qf food 
substances and clothing articles 
sent from America to Israel? Would 
she think we were foolish? Would 
she marvel, as I do, at the blessing 
of the telephone bringing our sons' 
voices to us? Would she tenderly 
remind me, who is new to this way 
of life. qf the tradition of sending 
one's son off to yeshiva? Would her 
voice join with those qf my own 
grandmothers and great-grand
mothers who wouldjoyously clasp 
me to them telling me how happy 
they were to know that in today's 
world of choice that my son and 
I had chosen the old pattern. which 
is tried and true? 

One of the luxuries of being a 
baa las teshuva is that in the search 
for one's jrum past, one can adopt 
along the way any number of 
pseudo-relations-that is, those 
from our common Jewish ancestry 
whose life histories touch you or 
provide you with something that 
you do not have from your own 
background. In such moments, like 
this one in the airport lounge. one 
welcomes someone new to the family 
tree. just as I now make Rebbitzin 
Henkin, with all due respect and 
affection, one of my own. My sense 
of her missing her son, of her long
ing for him. of her wondering how 
he was progressing in yeshiva, is as 
much a part of me as is my sense 
of my own grandmother's efforts to 
make cheder a pleasant experience 
for my father, which unfortunately 
it was not. and of my grandfather's 
devotion to a Law which he could 
study in only the most elementary 
fashion. 

Yes. Rebbitzin Henkin is a wond
erful addition to my store of figures 
who. by the example of their lives, 
teach me how to set priorities and 
formulate goals. Yes. it is good to 
have Rebbitzin Henkin as a re
source. good to be able to call up her 
memory and the strength of her 
character on cold. winter nights. 
and before lighting candles on 
Shabbos. Oh, and yes. it will be good 
to have her with me. in my heart 
and soul, at other times, in the 
departure lounge of the El Al termi
nal.• 
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ASheinman 

I Am G-d-
I And No Other 

A Pesach Essay 

AN ACT OF DIVINE 
INVOLVEMENT 

"One more plague, and then 
the Egyptians will drive 
you away from here" 

(Shemos ll,l). This plague, break
ing the Egyptian's strangle-hold, is 
the death of the first born, makas 
bechoros. One would expect that the 
act that succeeds in breaking the 
Eygtians would be the most dazzling 
display of Divine forces of all, yet the 
death of the firstborn does not seem 
to constitute any more significant 
a challenge to G-d's powers then 
dever, the plague that wiped out the 
Egyptians' animals, for Instance. It 
is not more "difficult" to snuff out 
a human life than to kill an animal. 
True, much is made to G-d's discre
tionary powers, In that He made 
distinctions between the firstborn 
and the other children, to kill the 

Rabbi Sheinman, a frequent contributor to 
these pages, studies in a Jerusalem kolle!. 
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The "'!en Utterances 
of Creation" cloaked 
the world with ten 
layers of veils that 
totally obscure the 
presence of G-d in 
His creation. 

former; but, then again, other 
plagues distinguished between the 
Israelites and Egyptians. Is it Jess 
spectacular for water to tum Into 
blood for an Egyptian, and remain 
water when in the possession of an 
Israelite? 

Another important aspect of 
makas bechoros seems to be the 
constant emphasis by Chazal (rab
bis of the Talmud) that it was G-d 
and G-d alone Who performed this 
plague. Thus the repeated empha
sis: "I will pass over Egypt ... "(She
mos 12,12): "I-and not a malach; 
I-and not a saraph; I-and not an 
agent. I am G-d" (Haggadah). How 
would we distinguish between a 

plague enacted by G-d and one per
formed by an agent? Would it have 
been of any difference to the Egyp
tians If they were being killed by an 
angel or if they were the objects of 
Divine "personal" attention? 

The Sefer Hamelamed (a Rishon) 
explains that "angels or seraphim 
kill through the medium of a sword, 
disease or fire, while G-d kills in 
middle of the sleep, when a person 
is least awake and conscious." Thus 
makas bechoros, which was carried 
out by killing the firstborn in the 
midst of their sleep, was perceived 
as an act of"! am G-d." (Perhaps this 
is the reason for the timing of 
"midnight," for this is the very midst 
of the "sleeping" time.-AS.) 

The explanation of the Sefer 
Hamelamed leaves us perplexed. If 
anything, it would seem to be a 
greater feat to kill someone when he 
is up and in full strength than when 
he is asleep and helpless. Where do 
we see the unique "hand of the 
Almighty" in the timing of this act? 
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CREATION AND PLAGUES, 
CONCEALMENT AND 

REVELATION 

T he Chidushei haRim (Rabbi 
Yitzchok Meir of Gur, 1799-
1866) once commented, "The 

ten plagues converted the ten proc· 
lamations of creation (asam maa
moros) Into the Ten Command· 
ments." This means to convey that 
before He began the process of 
creation, G-d was all that existed
as an all-encompassing, all-per
vasive presence. Then, with each 
proclamation of creation, He 
brought into the world one layer of 
veiling after another, each one 
serving to conceal the overwhelm
ing, undeniable presence of the 
Creator. Until finally-after all ten 
utterances-He was fully enveiled in 
the natural order of the world, so 
to speak, totally beyond perception. 

With the final plague of m.akas bechoros, the 
·~ni" of Pharaoh was overpowered and yielded 
to the full realization of ''That they may know 
that Ani-1-am Hashem!" 
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Each aspect of creation seemed to 
maintain Its independent existence 
by what appeared to be its own self
contained dynamics, thereby effec
tively disguising the role of the 
Creator. "Ten utterances," then, 
means that the world is cloaked with 
ten layers of veils that totally obs
cure the presence and the role ofG-d 
in His creation. 

Pharaoh and Egypt, espousing a 
totally material-centered philo
sophy, proclaimed that everything 
that exists is totally within their 
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domain: "The Nile Is mine and, 
indeed, I made it," boasted Pharaoh. 
The "mine" and the"!" were one and 
the same. Each plague inflicted on 
Egypt served to shatter another 
layer of the illusion of "mine" until 
the eventual revelation that behind 
each layer of creation stands a 
spoken command of Hashem. The 
water, the light, the cattle, the 
crops-everything, the plagues dem
onstrated, is solely in G-d's hands. 

But the concept goes much 
deeper. Not only is the "mine" (as 
a to tally independent entity) a denial 
of G-d, but the "!" is the most 
unyielding stronghold of self
validity. A person who has attained 
an extremely high spiritual level 
may declare "all is the Almighty's," 
but It is almost impossible to dis· 
cover that person who can reach the 
highest level of self abnegation, and 
honestly proclaim, "I am naught!"
Or as the Maharal says, "It is 
impossible to conceive of one's own 
non-existence." 

This offers an approach to under· 
standing a puzzling statement in 
the Gemora (Succah 53), which 
quotes Hillel as proclaiming, "If I 
(Ant) am present, then everyone is 
present." How does this declaration 
conform with our concept of Hillel 
as the paradigm of modesty and 
humility? 

Rashi explains that ''.Ani" is one 
of the Names of G-d, and Hillel was 
referring to G-d's presence. One 
might wonder how the word "Ani" 
is to be understood as one of G-d's 
Names. For the person who is the 
paradigm of humility, however, and 
knows that there is no "!" unless G-d 
wills it, "!" Is a synonym for the 
Almighty! It was, indeed, only 
because of his humility that Hillel 
could declare that "Ani"-1-means 
G-d, for without G-d, "!"do not exist. 
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DEATH AND "I" 

W:en an angel takes a per
son's life, he is to be under
tood as succumbing to an 

Invasive force, resulting from a 
struggle of sorts between the "!" of 
the individual and the outside 
threat of the malach, angel, saraph 
or whatever form the life-threaten
ing force takes. When a person 
sleeps. however, his neshama Is en
trusted with G-d; then, there is no 
need for Him to actively pluck away 
the person's soul. Rather, He simply 
refrains from returning the soul to 
him. This is an expression of the 
overwhelming presence of "Ani 
Hashem"-not that G-d lacks the 
power to destroy all life. should He 
deem It desirable. Rather, life only 
exists as a manifestation of His Will. 

Another example of "Ani'' used to 
denote a central and exclusive 
repository of control is found when 
Pharaoh told Yoself: "Ani Pharaoh, 
and other than you no man shall 
raise his hand. etc." (Bereishis 
41,44). 

Pharaoh invested Yoseif with the 
powers of regency, but the "Ani'' of 
Egypt was still Pharaoh's alone. 
With the final plague of makas 
bechoros, however. the "Ani'' of 
Pharaoh was overpowered and 
yielded to the full, uncompromising 
realization of ''That they may know 
that Ani-i-am Hashemf' 

This will help us understand the 
importance of Moshe Rabbeinu's 
warning that makas bechoros will 
take place "kachatzos halayla
near midnight," as opposed to G-d's 
statement of"bachatzos ... precise
ly at midnight." Rashi explains that 
only the omniscient G-d can be pre
cise, while Moshe-as a mere mortal, 
speaking to other mortals-ren
dered it "at about midnight." Since 
humans can not possibly determine 
the exact moment of midnight. the 
Egyptians just might assume that 
midnight had passed and then 
would deny the miraculous nature 
of the plague when it does strike. 

Rash i's explanation is puzzling: Is 
it less remarkable for all the first
born to perish at 12:03 AM. than 
at the stroke of midnight? Death, 
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however, should be understood in 
terms of a process of change from 
one existing state to another, which 
must take place within a span of 
time. For instance, to fire someone 
who is engaged as a worker. one 
must either tell him personally. 
write him a note. or otherwise 
convey the decision to him. Firing 
him is an assertive act and must 
take place within a framework of 
time. By contrast, a worker whose 
contract expires at midnight. 
December 31. is engaged until that 

This volume contains the laws of Shabbos 
translated in the clear. concise style that 
is the hallmark of every Metsudah Publica
tion. 

Beginning with the laws and customs of 
erev Shabbos. this volume will guide you 
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for our time. 
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moment, but not beyond. His termi
nation of employment is instantane
ous. for it does not require any 
action. To the contrary. it would 
require an act to maintain him. 

Similarly. had a passage of time 
been involved in snuffing out the 
lives of the first-born. that undoubt
edly would have been an act of an 
angel killing a person. But makas 
bechoros was instantaneous. It was 
the result of G-d withholding life 
from undeserving humans when He 
decreed that the time had arrived 
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for their "contract" for continued 
existence to expire. 

This understanding may help 
reveal a profundity that lies behind 
a sharp retort of the Rogatchover 
Gaon (Rabbi Yoseif Rosen. 1858-
1936 ), who was famous for his terse. 
cryptic remarks. He was once asked: 
'Whatismeantbytheprophecythat 
the firstborn would be killed pre
cisely at midnight? If one cuts an 
object into two. there is no midpoint. 
only a break separating the two 
halves. Similarly. if we divide the 
night into two halves, where is the 
midpoint?" 

The Rogatchover replied: "Death 
(by the hand of G-d] also does not 
occupy a specific point in time. A 
person lives-and then he is dead 
There is no dying per se. Therefore. 
during the first half of the night they 
were alive. And during the second 
half of the night they were no longer 
living!'' 

The retort of the Rogatchover 
exemplifies his legendary clarity of 
thinking and sharpness of expres
sion. But a profundity lies beneath 
the quip. Death imposed by a mal
ach/saraph involves a struggle of 
sorts between the agent and the 
victim. This period can well be 
described as the "dying process." 
The deaths in makas bechoroswere 
a cessation of living and, indeed, 
that passage was a non-event, and 
occupied no point in time. 

SO PIVOTAL A PLAGUE 

T his understanding of makas 
bechoros helps shed light on 
another facet of this plague. 

Chazal say that each plague inflict
ed on the Egyptians spiritually 
healed Israel in some measure. 
Today we have no lasting commem
oration or even clear knowledge of 
what these refuos (cures) were. 
Makas bechoros, however. has left 
us a legacy of mitzvos: for instance. 
the sanctity of the first-born animal, 
the redemption of the human 
bechor. and redemption of the 
bechorof the donkey. Moreover. this 
one plague is singled out among all 
ten for special mention as one of the 
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Twenty Six verses of Hallet 
Hagadol ("ki le'olam chasdo-His 
mercy is etemal"-Tehillim 136). 

The significance of this maka lies 
in its role as the concluding 
plague-and the concluding thera
peutic act for Kial Yisroel-ln the 
series of ten. This can be understood 
In the context of each maka as 
destroying an outer layer of obfus
cation of the emes-truth. Every 
such removal of a defensive layer 
may bring us closer to truth. but it 
does not necessarily reveal the Inner 
core of truth. For example, a psychi
atrist may succeed in breaking 
down one of a patient's many outer 
defense mechanisms. Even though 
he has demonstrated the fallacy of 
that particular layer of defense, he 
has not yet revealed the true person 
within. Only when he peels away the 
final layer, do the two elements 
emerge simultaneously: the false
hood is exposed and the real person 
is revealed. 

Similarly, all the makos. in tum. 
disproved one illusion after another. 
That itself was an element in the 
progression of refu'ah, but no last
ing kedusha could emerge from 
such piecemeal revelations. Only 
when the point of origin of Egypt's 
pretentions to pre-eminence-its 
claims to bechora-was cracked, 
only at that point was the bechora 
of Israel revealed, as "Bni bechort 
Yisroel-My first-born son, Israel!" 
... And just as "Ani Pharaoh" was 
exchanged for the "Ani Hashem." so 
was the bechorofEgypt (symbolized 
by the first-born chamor) replaced 
by Bni Bechort Yisroel (symbolized 
bytheseh). • 

CORRECTION 

The _ru-ttde "Setting ~ Record 
Straight,'' by Gershon Kranzler, 
(JO Nov. '71) was reprinted in the 
Twei;ity·Fifth Anniversary edition 
of The . Jewish Observer out of 
iiequence, To be read properly, one 
must proceed from the bottom of 
P.59 t~p.62, until_thewords "the 
Kli;ig oi' Sweden d_ls-" at wh_ich 
point pages 60 _and 61 are to _be 
re;i.d, beginntngwith "patched .•.. " 
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Rabbi Avi Shqfran 

Depth of Vision 
In Interesting Times 

THEMES ON OUR MIND 

"May you live in Interesting 
times," goes the Oriental 
curse; but the Jewish 

perspective, while hardly less sensi
tive to the dangers inherent in 
history's vicissitudes, is a radically 
different one. The Jew faithful to his 
heritage knows that astoundingly 
more lies between the lines of the 
newspaper than on them. The Torah 
Jew examines the events of the 
times in which he lives, and plumbs 
them for a deeper appreciation of his 
Maker, and a deeper understanding 
of his people's-and his own
mission in life. For him, the evidence 
provided by "interesting times" is 
stimulating and invaluable, too rich 
and riveting to ever be a bane. 

The times which today's elders 
have seen have, without question, 
been interesting ones. While the 
average person-even, unfortu
nately, the average Jew-might 
characterize them as confusing and 
shocking times, the keen veteran 
who has witnessed the events of the 
years sees through a clearer lens. 

The Jewish world was blessed 
recently with the publication of 
eighty-seven Hebrew essays, origi
nally published in Yiddish in Dos 

Rabbi Shafran. who is a Rebbe In the high school 
of the New England Academy of Torah in 
Providence. R.l., is a frequent contributor to The 
Jewish Obseroer and other petiodlcals. 
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Yiddtshe Vort. written over the past 
thirty-five years by Rabbi Moshe 
Sherer, the president of Agudath 
Israel of America. The collection is 
no mere assemblage of monographs. 
It is, instead, a sparkling window on 
recent history, a choice and rich vein 
of authentically Jewish perspectives 
on every event and issue of true 
Import to the Jewish world since 
(and inclusive oil the Holocaust. 

Rabbi Sherer's book is called Bi
shtei Einayim-'With Both Eyes." 
Though that title refers to an inter
pretation of a Gemora in Massechta 
Shabbos that defines a certain level 
of maturity as the ability to proceed 
from exclusive self-concern to the 
turning toward one's larger envir
onment, it could as well refer to the 
special depth of vision afforded 
stereoscopic creatures. For the 
essays in the collection and the 
attitudes they embody-the Daas 
Torah of the gedolim of our cen
tury-provide the depth of field only 
our Torah and its champions can 
possibly purvey. They render "inter
esting times" illustrative times. 
There have been fearful times and 
happy times, terrible times and 
encouraging times, In the forty-five 
years that Rabbi Sherer has been 
with Agudath Israel. But they have 
all been important times, and to read 
essays written decades ago and 
experience in them the freshness of 
today's headlines, to absorb words 
penned far In the past and recognize 

Some comments on 
the appearance ef 
Bishtei Einayim
representing 
thirty-jive years ef 
observing the Jewish 
scene from a 
leadership position. 
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The families of our ancestors didn't stand at 
the foot of Mount Sinai and enter a covenant 
with the Creator, only to decay into a victim
people kept alive by the hatred of others. 

In them the glimmer of undeniable 
foresight, is to experience nothing 
less than the vitality and integrity 
of eternal Torah. From insights on 
the holidays and the Jewish 
calendar, to remembrances of great 
Torah personalities, from observa
tions of the Israeli scene to descrip
tions of Agudath Israel's origins and 
evolution, Rabbi Sherer's every 
essay holds a bounty of perception, 
from which every Jew in our time 
could receive considerable intellec
tual and spiritual nourishment. 

The Sefer Hachinuch presents 
the fact that there are six mitzvos 
temidios, "constant command-

ments," thoughts which are to 
comprise the unchanging back
ground of a Jewish mind. It might 
well be said that there are in every 
generation ideas whose import 
make them, in their own way, addi
tional "data" that should have a 
place in every committed Jew's 
consciousness. 

The themes that run through the 
essays in Bishtei Einayim are 
themes that. though born in the 
past throbbingly live in the present, 
and need to be impressed on the 
future. It would do us all well to savor 
them and strive to understand 
where we are as Jews, and where we 

It's been an 
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are to go from here, to recognize 
what the particular holy responsi
bilities of Jews dedicated to Torah 
in our interesting times are. They 
are responsibilities we can never 
allow ourselves to forget, the mitzvos 
temidios, so to speak. of our age. 
When one thinks of the events of the 
past five decades, several come 
immediately to mind. 

POST-CHURBAN: WOKING 
BACK, WOKING AHEAD 

More than any other, the 
label "post-Holocaust gen
eration"" is the one append

ed to Kial Yisroel today. So it is 
hardly surprising that so many Jews 
themselves have defined their Jew
ishness exclusively in terms of their 
parents', grandparents', or their 
own survival of the world's most re
cent assault on the Jewish nation. 
But. as Rabbi Sherer points out In 
a 1986 essay entitled "The Empty 
Plate of Holocaust Judaism" (p. 290), 
"remembering what Amalek did to 
you" is but one of the Torah's com
mandments; and while it colors our 
existence today in the special way 
It must have our ancestors" In the 
Sinai desert and In ancient Persia 
at the time of Mordechai and Esther. 
it alone does not define the Jewish 
identity. Our ultimate victory isn't 
accomplished, Rabbi Sherer notes 
in reference to the Demjanjuk case, 
by hanging another emasculated, 
frightened Nazi, nor even the last 
one, but by carrying the Judaism 
that Hitler so deeply despised into 
a bright and powerful future. 

When Jews assert their Jewish 
identity with candles and memorial 
ceremonies for the victims of the 
Holocaust, another essay, "Soul
F1ame and Torah-Light" (p. 309) 
suggests, the source of their tears 
Is surely the Jewish soul In the 
depth of their being. But if their 
conception of Judaism is limited to 
the Jews' survival of their enemies, 
It will assuredly prove a sterile 
definition for the future. In the 
former essay, Rabbi Sherer reminds 
us that. like the "Yahrtzeit Yidden" 
who made only guest appearances 
in the shulsof the past, that identity 
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will necessarily fade into oblivion. 
The six hundred thousand families 
of our ancestors didn't stand at the 
foot of Mount Sinai and enter a 
covenant with the Creator of the 
universe, to decay into a victim· 
people kept alive only by the hatred 
of others toward them. We are a 
nation, as Rav Saadia Gaon wrote, 
only by virtue of our Torah. 

The general Jewish world is out· 
raged, and rightfully so, by diabolical 
"revisionist historians" who talk 
about "the 'myth' of the Six Million," 
that same essay notes. We observant 
Jews, who have pulled the discarded 
tefillin from the Atlantic, bear the 
further, holy responsibility of con
vincing that world of the even 
greater slander of speaking of "the 
'myth' of the Six Hundred Thou
sand." 

It is a responsibility we can never 
allow ourselves to forget. 

TORAH-BASED 
ACCOUNTABILI1Y 

D uring the war years, those 
who deigned to speak for the 
Jews in this countiy spoke 

at the same time, and with consid· 
erably more force, against those 
Jews who remained faithful to the 
Jewish heritage. A particularly 
powerful 1983 article entitled "The 
Subject Comes Full Circle" (p. 294) 
recalls that the Torah Jews of the 
time had, after all, an entirely 
different approach to the horrors of 
the era, horrors that became all the 
more horrible with eveiy passing 
day. Following the guidance of the 
giants of Judaism with whom Kial 
Yisroel was then blessed, the Torah 
community responded in a radically 
different way from that of the 
ostensible "Jewish Leaders.'' The 
timidity of those "leaders" before the 
halls of the State Department, their 
dread of unnecessarily disturbing 
the President with the matter of the 
destruction of Europe's Jews, Is now 
well-established and has been amply 
documented in books like Thy 
Brother's Blood and The Unheeded 
Cry. 

The truly Jewish response put the 
salvation of "even a single soul," in 
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the words of the Gemora, at the top 
of its agenda, as its first, desperate 
priority. To which end the Torah 
community, while feverishly at
tempting to alarm the higher echel
ons of the United States Govern
ment with the gravity of the situa
tion of the Jews overseas, that essay 
illustrates, simultaneously organ
ized shipments of food to Jews in 
Europe. Groups like the American 
Jewish Congress protested loudly 
when Agudath Israel refused to 
accept their own response of refus
ing all shipments of food or supplies 
to Nazi-occupied countries, a deci
sion, in effect, to starve the patient 
to kill his cancer. 

Many seized the inspiration of the Six Day War, 
and thus gave birth to the teshuva movement. 
But others drifted back to business as usual ... 

The initial apathy and cowardice 
of the secular leaders of the Amer
ican Jewish community, as well as 
their eventual misguided "action" in 
behalf of their less fortunate broth
ers and sisters overseas, stand in 
agonizing contrast to the pure and 
selfless determination and dedica
tion evident in the every move of a 
Rav Michel Dov Weissmandl, Elime-

lech Tress or Recha Sternbuch; they 
pale pitifully before the collective 
empathy and action of the American 
Jewish sub-culture who looked to 
superhuman souls like Rav Aharon 
Kotler, Rav Reuven Grozovsky and 
the other Gedolim of the time for 
an understanding of what needed 
to be done. 

Much of the general Jewish world 
is oblivious to that contrast, even 
with the ample information now 
available to it. That world's perspec
tive has been effectively dictated by 
its establishment, the same estab
lishment which now almost daily 
accuses the Torah world of uncon
cern for other Jews. The events of 
forty-five years ago proclaim a 
powerfully different reality. While 
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Stephen Wise sat comfortably for 
months on information whose sup
pression caused daily deaths, b'nai 
Torah refused at all costs the refuge 
of silence and complacency. They 
alone stood for Jewish principles, for 
the love of their fellow Jews. and they 
did so powerfully and selflessly. 
Torah, not secular "Judaism," 
showed true love for others then. 

We bear the holy responsibility to 
remind, reassure and demonstrate 
to the Jewish world without. that 
such is no less the case today. 

Another responsibility we can 
never allow ourselves to forget. 

OF LAND, WARS, AND TESHUVA 

After the Holocaust, what is 
likely the major rallying-point 
for the larger world Jewish 

community is the existence of the 
State of Israel. The Torah commun
ity has bravely borne the brunt of 
criticism for its rejection of secular 
Zionism as the modem moshiach. 

In a slander that long preceded the 
recent spate of international sland
ers directed at the Jewish state, 
Jews outside the Torah-sphere have 
accused those within it of an iniq
uitous lack of concern for Eretz 
Yisroel, maligning in one fell swoop 
the daily, tearful prayers of "and to 
Yerushalayim Your city, in mercy 
return!" of hundreds of thousands 
of aching hearts. Somehow the 
accusers construe our dedication to 
truth as a lack of love. But truth is 
what nourished us for millennia. 
And that dedication to truth is pre
cisely what kept the desire for our 
land so unrealistically alive in every 
century we have been denied It. And 
truth requires us to face the uncom
fortable but crucial fact that the very 
concept of a secuiar state is diamet
rical to true love for Eretz Yisroel. 
Judaism is not, as the Second 
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Zionist Congress declared it, "a 
private matter." Our people's fate 
depends on its faith. That is the 
thesis of the 1978 essay entitled 
"Zion, Yes; Zionism, NO!" (p. 230). 

The land Itself cries out for our 
recognition of the truth. The Six
Day War, we are reminded in an 
essay written shortly after that 
conflict, "Miracle and Trial" (p. 276), 
was not simply astounding; it was 
a miracle, one recognized as such 
by Jews and non-Jews alike at the 
time. Even hardened secularists 
gushed, and for the first time in 
modem history the Jewish people 
emoted happily in unison. The 
chance was there, waiting for every 
Jew to seize it. Yet another article 
from those years, "The Western Wall 
Is Talking TO US" (p. 28 I ), describes 
how heads that were unaccustomed 
to being covered bowed in reverence 
and awe at the sight of the kosel. 
Their eyes shed genuine tears, and 
their lips kissed the stones, soul
mates resurrected from the dead. 
Never in recent memory had so 
many felt the message, even if 
unsure of its actual content. 

Many did indeed seize the chance, 
and thus was the teshuva move
ment born. But countless others 
drifted back to business as usual, 
even after, six years later, we were 
reminded on a Yorn Kippur that a 
Jew is not allowed the corrupt 
luxury of complacency. 

Israel has a future. but that future 
doesn't lie in the rejection of its past, 
in a self-denying frenzy of rejection 
of precisely what makes Eretz Yis
roel special; this is the subject of a 
1954 essay, "The Loaf and the Staff' 
(p. 288). Torah is the missing 
ingredient-the only ingredient 
with nutritional value, and Jews 
who know that can never pretend 
otherwise. 

At the same time, though, Rabbi 
Sherer observes in "Zionism as 
Anti-Semitism" (p. 234), we can 
never abandon our brethren under 
siege. Even if we cannot defend or 
accept secular Zionism's essence, 
we have the obligation to defend the 
lives and security of Jews every
where. Whether the enemy is one 
poised for a military attack or armed 
with the more subtle but equally 

dangerous weapon of words, the 
Torah world stands to act in the 
defense of the Jew assailed by our 
every common enemy. 

But when the travesty of words 
belched forth from Nations United 
against the Jewish people, words 
which equated Zionism-its catch
ward for Judaism-with hatred and 
racism, we Torah Jews felt more 
than outrage, that essay continues. 
We felt a memory stir and recalled 
that the first mouth to utter that 
contemptibility about Judaism was 
neither Arafat or Kaddafi, but one 
Chaim Cohen, the Israeli Supreme 
Court Chief Justice who, in 1964, 
compared the Torah's laws to "the 
racist Nuremberg Laws." 

That irony is one we need to take 
fully to heart. one which Jews 
everywhere must come to appre
ciate. Just as the others must accept 
Torah Jews' uncompromising love 
for Eretz Yisroel, even as we refuse 
any cheapening of its full historical 
destiny. 

Such is yet one more responsibil
ity we can never allow ourselves to 
forget.• 
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FRANCHISING THE 
FRAUDULENT 

I t is a sign of the confusion of 
modem times that the supreme 
challenge of the Jewish world 

today is one almost baffling in its 
essential silliness. With the pom
pous name of "Pluralism," it mas
querades as a formidable opponent 
of the Jewish past, yet its clothes 
are not unlike the famed emperor's 
new ones. 

The Reform movement, to its 
credit, has consistently made no 
bones about its utter rejection of the 
past. The logic of its claim to being 
an alternative "Judaism" played an 
insignificant pan in wharever sue-

cess it has enjoyed, compared with 
the infinitely more effective strategy 
of allowing the individual to judge 
what we would like to consider 
divine. 

Not so the Conservative move
ment. only recently frightened into 
coalition with its former enemy, 
Reform. We are reminded in a 1979 
essay, called "Mutiny in the Name 
ofG-d" (p. 262), that it put forth from 
its inception a claim of fidelity to 
the beliefs and system of the Juda
ism of the ages. In the very name 
it chose for itself, it claimed, lay the 
description of its goal: the conser
vation of Judaism, the rescuing of 
the past from an American future 
it could not reasonably be expected 

the hat rack 

36 

5416 16th Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y. 

--i(718) 871-2278 r: p ' --
. , ·.' ..... '\ [I':""( s=rE=r=so=N'=:.]J 

"'' ... f . ~====fl 
~ .--;ti::;·:c.;::· ~ • HABIG 

KANGOL • LONDON FOG 

CAPS• TIES 

INSURANCE BROKERS & CONSULTANTS 
Commercial, Industrial, Residential, Life & Health 

WJELGJJERlV§lSS 
6010 · 15th Avenue/Brooklyn, N. Y. 11219 

• PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • 
• QUALITY INSURANCE CARRIERS • 

• COMPETITIVE PREMIUMS • 

BARBARA GOLDGRABEl'l/HESHV SCHWEBEL/EZRA HES 

to survive at all. 
It would have almost been under

standable in, perhaps, the l 950's to 
have given that movement a half
chance for appearing to stay true to 
its declared goals. Yet the leaders of 
the world of Torah unanimously 
stood against it, in no uncertain 
terms, and warned the less astute 
or more naive among us that the 
movement's principles were no 
more substantial than a Hollywood 
set-piece, illusory and hopeless. This 
is the theme of a related article, 
"How Long Will They Rebel?" (p. 
250). 

Who would have dreamed then, 
the essay asks, that a mere thirty 
years later, we would witness the 
travesty of a movement pledged to 
conserve reading entire verses out 
of the Torah, deciding matters of 
halacha on the bald-faced basis of 
what its membership would prefer, 
and then proceeding to "legislate" 
the same? 

Klal Yisroel was not unperceptive 
for its lack of prophets; as always, 
our gedolim saw the future. 

Just as they did when they warned 
against any official recognition of 
the others, knowing how recklessly 
misleading such an action would be 
to the Jew on the street as well as 
to the leaders of those movements 
themselves. While many ostensibly 
Orthodox Jews hoped to bring the 
Torah-rejecting movements closer 
to truth by joining them on 
religiously-based boards and in 
rabbinical organizations, ignoring 
the clear guidance from Judaism's 
true leadership, they succeeded only 
in communicating a recognition 
they never intended. Thus, that 
article continues, were sown the 
seeds of the outrage felt today by 
innocent but ignorant would-be 
Jews who suddenly find their 
adopted religion "disenfranchised." 
The mistaken impression that the 
modem "McJudaism"s ever were 
enfranchised is the unfortunate 
offspring of Orthodox rabbis who 
should have known better than to 
ignore the wellsprings of daas 
Torah with whom they were blessed 
to share years on earth. 

The correction of that faulty 
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Impression is perhaps our ultimate 
responsibility to the larger JeWish 
world today. We can never allow 
ourselves to forget it. 

THE VIEW FROM 
ABOVE THE MAZE 

Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzzatto, 
In Mesilas Yeshartm creates 
a model for how a Jew 

should regard his guides through 
life, those who have broken out of 
the prison of Imperfection, which Is 
the initial lot of every person. The 
true talmid chacham Torah scho
lar and leader, is like the man who 
stands above the garden-maze 

through which another stumbles. 
What seems a promising path for 
the man among the hedges, may be 
but a well-disguised deadend. And 
what seems an unlikely road to the 
exit may be just the way out. The 
one who stands above it all and gives 
direction to the unfortunate pri
soner is his only source of hope, and 
sure to bring him to his goal. If only 
he heeds his guidance. 

There are those today. as always 
there are, who hear out the daas 
Torah of the true leaders of authen
tic, eternal Judaism and sit in 
judgment on the words they hear, 
gauging them by their own stand
ards and understanding. Some see 

the guidance as radical, others as 
reactionary. Some hear the words as 
too strong, others as not strong 
enough. 

What has given the Torah com
munity its strength through the 
ages, what continues to give it its 
strength today. is its recognition 
that. whatever its individual's per
sonal feelings may be, the gedolim 
are the final arbiters of what is right, 
in life no less than in legalities. We've 
never been misled yet. and we never 
Will be. 

We owe Rabbi Sherer a debt of 
gratitude for eighty-seven demon
strations that we're on the right 
track. in these interesting times. • 
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The Rebbe. In the two cen
turies that have passed since 
the Baal Shem Tov, the 
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absorbing work, Rabbi Tzvi 
Rabinowicz, himself a scion 
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BasYehuda 

chometz, then his endeavors will 
serve as a merit and a protection 
from sin for the entire year. When 
we consider how much there is to 
gain, our work load seems to lighten. 

WHEN SHOULD WE START 
MAKING PESACH? 

Answering the 

M rs. Zitter's Grandma al
lowed herself four weeks, 
while nowadays many 

women devote months to the task. 
There may be justification for this. 
Let us not forget that Grandma had 
a small, simple dwelling and had 
much help from her family. More
over, Grandma's home was her 
castle-no outside job. or regular 
social obligations that would leave 
her with little time or energy for 
housework. Starting with Pesach 
preparations on the day after Purim, 
then. is a very flexible rule, depend
ing on the number of family mem
bers, the size of the house, and the 
availability of help. 

Fifth Question 
PESACHJOY 

THROUGH SWEAT EQUITY 

I n last year's Adar-March edition 
of The Jewish Obseroer, Mrs. 
Emmy Stark Zitter faulted our 

present-day Pesach cleaning patt
ern and ended with an emphatic 
"DAYENUf' To a certain extent. Mrs. 
Zitter may be right. Some people do 
overdo their preparation anxiety. 

Referring to Pesach cleaning as 
"mass insanity," however, calls for 
some comment. I would suggest that 
nashim tzidkanios can do full 
justice to their call to duty, and yet 
look forward to a Pesach that will 
be a "Chag Kosher Vesome'ach" 
filled with joy, rather than in a state 
of exhaustion. After all. when G-d 
took us out of Egyptian bondage. He 
exchanged our bricks of loam for 
bricks of brilliant sapphire-our 
mitzvos. Far be it from any of us to 
echo the wicked son who sees 
nothing more than toil in our 
beautiful, elevating mitzvos! Look
ing at Pesach preparations through 
the spectacles of Reb Levi Yitzchok 
Berditchover. instead, can make our 
labor much easier to bear: Once after 
tekias shofaron Rosh Hashana. Reb 
Levi Yitzchok exclaimed: "Sweet 

(The writer of the above letter prefers anonymity. 
She is a graduate of the Bais Yaakov in Pressburg 
and taught at the Seminary there after her 
teacher had been deported, as well as in various 
schools in the USA) 
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Father of mercy, if the angels that 
have been created with the blowing 
of my shofar are weak ones. then 
may the holy and healthy angels who 
are created through the hard work 
of our people before Pesach-replac
ing teKia, SHevorim, tRu'a, teKia 
with Kratzen (scratching), SHoben 
(scraping), Reiben (rubbing), and 
Kashren of the vessels in honor of 
Pesach-may they be good advo
cates for us!" 

It is also stated that if a person 
is scrupulous as much as possible 
(as required) with the removal of 

On the other hand, Grandma 
assumed chores that our generation 
has long dispensed with. Who 
koshers more than a few silver 
goblets for Pesach? In the past. 
families were forced to kosher pots 
and pans! Grandma also made her 
own wine and borsht. and her work 
on the chickens started right after 
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they had been slaughtered (pluck
ing. koshering, etc.). Bearing in 
mind these taxing circumstances, 
we may feel a bit Jess self-pity. 

Mrs. Zltter also describes a case 
where a baalaboste was forced to 
prepare her home for Pesach in less 
than two weeks. This does not
should not-create the norm. When 
koshering meat, soaking should 
take a half hour and the salting one 
hour, yet In case of a true emergency, 
a rabbi may permit about half of this 
time. Still, which truly observant 
woman would purchase her meat on 
a Friday afternoon so as to rely on 
this emergency procedure! 

True, the rug shampooing and 
other such operations may be done 
after Pesach, for, Indeed, "dirt is not 
chometz." However, Pesach. more 
than any other Yorn Tov, should be 
celebrated in a beautiful atmos
phere. Our homes should resemble 
royal palaces. The best vessels 
should adorn our table. We should 
purchase new wearing apparel, 
whenever needed, in honor of the 
Yorn Tov, and appear at the table 
dressed in our best. Why not include 
the carpets? One more point. Since 
we always have to figure on emer
gencies, starling Passover prepara
tions much earlier is certainly a 
virtue. 

Mrs. Zltter suggests that making 
a snowman is a more gratifying 
winter activity than becoming 
involved with Pesach work. Is it 
wrong If a baalaboste decides to go 
through her attic, instead. thereby 
working up wholesome perspira
tion? It Is said that the perspiration 
that results from baking matzos 
atones for many sins. Working 
mothers and those with several 
small children may wisely start 
cleaning the attic, painting and 
shopping before schedules-and 
stores-become prohibitively 
crowded. 

Many women go to needless 
extremes, we are told, just to Impress 
friends or in-laws with their piety 
and their baalebattshkeit Perhaps 
all they want Is a sympathetic ear 
and encouragement. Mrs. Zitter's 
words expressed sympathy. Let 
mine be recorded as encourage
ment.• 
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The Hirsch Haggadah, with com
mentary compiled and adapted from 
the writings of Rabbi Samson 
Raphael Hirsch (Feldheim, 1988, 
N.Y.-Jerusalem. $15.95 h.c .. $12.95 
s.c. 

Rabbi S.R Hirsch never wrote a 
commentary on the Haggadah; 
however, his voluminous writings, 
notably his commentary on the 
Chumash and his essays on the 
Jewish year. contain a wealth of 
ideas on the Seder and the Hag
gadah. Some years ago Rabbi M. 
Breuer published Nachlas Hasar. a 
Haggadah with a commentary 
drawn from Rabbi S.R Hirsch's 
works, and this has now been tran
slated into English by Mrs. K. 
Paritzky and Rabbi L. Oshry. 

It is inevitable that the selections 
chosen do not form a continuous 
and complete commentary (such 
passages as Slifoch Chamas'cha 
are not discussed). However. taken 
together. they present a profound 
and comprehensive insight into the 
lessons to be gained from Pesach 
and from the Seder in particular. 
Moreover. many of the passages in
cluded have an importance quite 
apart from their relevance for Pes-
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ach-e.g. the discussion of the 
meaning of Boruch or the impor
tance of questions and answers in 
the education of a child. 

The editors have provided detailed 
directions for the observance of the 
Seder, and included such special 
features as the order of the Pesach 
Sacrifice and of its consumption 
(recited by many people on Pesach 
eve and during the Seder meal). and 
the times for the disposal of cho
metz. etc .. for Jerusaleum and New 
York for the next 18years. Thus they 
have created an Inspiring and 
handy work. 

Haggadah Geresh Yerachim. com
mentary and guide to the appreci
ation and observance of the Seder 
Night. by Rabbi Gershon Harpenas. 
translated by Uri Cheskin (Mishar 
Pub!. Co., Bnei Brak. 1987) 

This Haggadah stands out from 
others. at the very first glance, by 
the original lay-out of the text. which 
is designed to aid the proper under
standing of the text and to highlight 
words or passages requiring empha
sis. At the bottom of each page run
ning explanations. succinctly 
phrased, clarify the meaning of the 
text and the observances. Eighteen 

FOR BURIAL PLOTS 
IN ERETZ YISROEL 

CONTACT 
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OSEH CHESED 

of Agudath Israel 
84 Wdliam Street 

NewYork,NY10038 
Phone (212) 797-9000 Ext. 37 

short chapters appended to the 
Haggadah provide more detailed 
fascinating insights into the mean
ing of the Seder, its historical 
observance. and the laws and cus
toms of the evening. A chart pro
vides the times relevant to Pesach 
observance for a number of years 
ahead, and another one gives the 
volume measurements for the Seder 
(as is well-known. there are different 
opinions on this subject; unfortu
nately the author does not explain 
whom he followed In giving the 
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A flexible summer pro
gram examining selected 
topics in Medicine and 
Jewish law through in
tensive study of Jewish 
sources, open to. Doc
tors, Medical Students and 
others in related fields. 
Courses include personal 
learning, workshops and 
seminars with prominent 
Rabbis and Medical au
thorities. 

For details of this (and 
similar programs) please 
apply immediately to: 

HaRav Yaakov Weiner, 
Dean of Bet Midrash 

1 Hapisga St. 
P.O. Box 16121 
Jerusalem 01161 

Tel: 424-880: 423-230 
FAX: (972-2) 221954 
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This is an URGENT APPEAL 
to aid mothers in Eretz Yis
roel who are in dire need to 
furnish their new born infants 
with layettes, blankets, sweat
ers, etc. 

Endorsed By 
Rebetzin Ra she I Krawiec - Mrs. Dora Weiss 
Rebetzin Dobe Levovitz- l~cbetzin t:stcr Shain 
Rcbctzin Bessie Safrin-f\ebetzin Baila Suzholz 

We also furnisl1 !i111'11s lo rwcdy kal!as 

CONG OHEL YIT7.CHOK 
202 Hewes Street. Brooklyn. NY 11211 

(lilx Deduct1bit'I 

In merit of this great mitzvah may the Al-mighty bless you in all walks of life. 

t1··nn ;v ,,~,,3'!1 nn~v~ t1"nv:i 
:nivnn ll:lun 11N? N~' i1'')1:::t 

!11'i''' n~N 
D':t"!> '~ttl:l l'i''01 D'Vl .,"'r'O~ 11U'l:t'0~1'1 ~:t ~)I 

"J1i'l .,,ti ?)I 0 11:::tr.>.,::n J1 11!:llJ 31).,~i' 311.,)lil ??1:> 
0'!:>Yl1tir.>n 0'l'lYi1 ?y 311::>.,Yr.>1 

?N.,iv' ?iv ):ti ?iv 1!1"1131 'iv11'11 

~"i"~f 'i'~l~i' !1i'3'' !1.,11 l1N)1'1 ,,.,,~ 
11)1""1 1'1.,111 11:1'ttl' ttlN., 

'11171)1 N.,pr.>J 0'lPY - :li'Y'? :nr.>N .,!:>ti n 11r.>YJ) 
o•i!:>o:i ni·~in ?::i:i l'Wn? 

: 7iiM n'11/M1 nii!m 

Z. Berman Books 4520 17th Ave. Brooklyn, N.Y. (718-871-5316) 

44 

YAVNE SEMINARY ... 
A TEACHER'S TEACHER 

For the committed student of every level -
a unique, time-proven approach to learning. 

• 
Under the auspices of 

the lbshei Yeshiva of Telshe 

Rebbetzin Chaya Ausband - n?;im 

• Now accepting inquiries and applications 
for S'tJ)1 I Sept. '89 

Yavne Teachers' College 
2470 Bishop Road I Wickliffe, Ohio 44092 

(216) 321-4635 / (216) 371-8566 

measurements, some of which 
puzzled this reviewer). While this 
Haggadah will be of interest to every 
Jew, it will be of particular value to 
those seeking to master the basics 
of the Seder, its ideas as well as in 
practice. This is truly a case of the 
conduct of the Seder made easy. 

The Sephardi Haggadah, and laws 
of Pesach and the Seder, by Rabbi 
Jonathan Cohen (Feldheim, N.Y.
Jerusalem, 1988, $13.95 h.c., $10.95 
s.c.) 

This is a beautiful book, both in 
content and presentation-and it 
fulfills a particularly crucial role as 
a guide to the Sephardi text and 
observance of the Seder (it even in
cludes the different versions of Btr
kas Hamazon of Aleppo and Bag
dad). Yet, at the same time, this 
Haggadah will also serve the Ash
kenazi user, who will appreciate the 
clear English translation, the 
detailed treatment of many halachic 
points, and the explanations offered, 
many of which are not easily found 
elsewhere. 

Introductory chapters deal with 
the preparation for Pesach, includ
ing such topics as koshering vessels 
and kitchen appliances (where 
excellent practical directions are 
given) and ta 'ants bechorim, all with 
special reference to Sephardi prac
tice. Further guidance is provided 
by appendices on the measure
ments for the Seder, the checking 
and cleaning of lettuce (a detailed 
discussion based on the work of 
Rabbi E. Falk); the proper way of 
netillas yodaim, which is often 
ignored; and the rules for tevilas 
keylim. For every halachic state
ment. full references are given to the 
pertinent sources . 

The Haggadah itself comes with 
a very readable and clearly laid-out 
translation, and careful and com
prehensive directions, in English. 
The concise explanations given at 
the bottom of each page are drawn 
from a wide variety of Ashkenazic 
and Sephardic commentators. Four
color plates, In the Sephardic style, 
add a beautiful aesthetic note to this 
work.• 
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Letters difficult to distinguish one from the 
next. Others are so poorly written 
that it would not be possible to teach 
a class about form, style or structure 
from them. Therefore, unless we are 
satisfied with inferior materials and 
poor teaching, unless we are content 
to give our students busy work to 
keep them in school until they are 
of marriageable age or have met 
government requirements. or until 
we can develop our own body of 
literature, we must deal with the 
alternative, secular reading matter 
and secular literature. 

to the 

Editor 

NEEDED: MORE 
PROFESSIONALISM 

IN JEWISH UFE 

To the Editor: 

As a veteran of more than twenty
five years in chinuch. and more 
particularly as a teacher of junior 
and high school English for a large 
portion of that time, I was especially 
interested in some of the articles in 
the Sivari (May) 5748 edition of The 
Jewish Obseroer. 

Rabbi Reisman's analysis of the 
adversarial relationship that too 
often takes the place of a partner
ship between parent and teacher 
struck many responsive chords in 
this ex-teacher. Rabbi Reisman 
eloquently verbalized many of the 
frustrations felt by all teachers in 
the Yeshiva system. not just reb
beim, and I whole-heartedly support 
his entire presentation. 

Nevertheless, I cannot but wonder 
how much of the adversarial rela
tionship could be relieved if the 
schools were run more profession
ally. While many rebbeim and 
teachers are truly professionals for 
whom chinuch is a deliberately 
chosen vocation, despite poor work
ing conditions, pathetically low 
salaries, and so on ... many young 
people in the field have no training 
in methodology, child psychology, 
theories of learning, lesson prepa
ration, how to ask questions, 
methods of discipline, etc. While a 
rebbe may be steeped in his subject 
matter. it is equally important that 
he know how to convey it; i.e. that 
he be a professional. 

Professionalism, I believe, is also 
at the heart of Yaffa Ganz's article 
about juvenile publishing, and that 
article too is well formulated ... 
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Which brings me to Rabbi Kasnett's 
article .... 

No one could argue with Rabbi 
Kasnett's thesis that, ideally, read
ing material provided by a school 
should reflect its Torah values. 
Rabbi Kasnett mentions that a 
student edition of The Twins was 
prepared for that purpose. Unfortu
nately, to the best of my knowledge, 
on a high school level, proper teach
ing materials do not exist. While I 
do not claim to be familiar with all 
the Judaica published, those books 
with which I am familiar are not 
appropriate for the classroom. They 
may be fine extra-curricular read
ing, but for the most part they are 
not "teachable." With all due respect 
to the tzaddikim depicted in the 
various biographies available today, 
for example, the books detailing 
their lives are imitative of each 
other, simplistic and just plain 
boring. They look very attractive, but 
having read several, one finds it 

A case could be made that, for the 
past couple if generations, Bais 
Yaakov type schools-those are the 
schools I know-have, in fact, taught 
Shakespeare, Dickens, Twain. etc,. 
and the Gedolim have not, to the 
best of my knowledge, vocally 
objected. The classics were used to 
develop the critical abilities of the 
students, to study the character 
development, literary form and 
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structure. and as models of good 
writing. none of which can be taught 
in a vacuum. The literature also. 
perforce. reflected the historical 
periods against which they were set. 

with their respective morals, socie· 
ta! patterns, etc. In the hands of a 
good teacher. and particularly a 
frum teacher. literature became a 
means to explore ideas. values. etc .. 
distinct from ours. as well as a 
means of learning about historical 
periods. political trends. geographi· 
cal differences. and so on. The litera
ture was a clue to our understand
ing of the world around us. and gave 
us. indirectly, a means of commun
icating with others outside our own 
community. Did it mean that we 
took on the behavior of Huck Finn 
or Sydney Carton or Elizabeth 
Bennett? Hardly. No more than we 
would take on the behavior of the 
amoeba we studied in biology class. 

4916 L~th Ave., B'kl)11. NY 11219 
(718) 854-2911 

What is being proposed ·now is 
that we not expose our children to 
the literature of the secular world. 
Obviously. we want to protect our 
young people from the ugliness, 
immorality and decadence around 
us. If only we could! However. can 
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we guarantee that they will never 
have contact with anything beyond 
the four walls of our Torah-oriented 
society? Won't they eventually have 
to leave that shelter to go to work. 
enter a subway car, communicate 
with neighbors, speak to doctors. 
fight for equal rights? 

Perhaps it would be wiser If. 
instead of withdrawing Into our 
shells, we trained professionals to 
teach. from a position of strength 
and knowledge of the Torah world. 
those skills and ideas that add 
texture and breadth to our under
standing, encouraging intellectual 
development, curiosity. and flights 
of Imagination. Questions and chal
lenges would most certainly arise, 
but there are answers to the ques
tions. and challenges can be met. 
Then. perhaps. we could develop our 
own body of literature based on a 
standard of excellence and commo
nality not easily found today. 

(MRS.) EVE ROTH 
Lakewood. NJ 

YITZCHAK KASNETT RESPONDS 

While I appreciate Mrs. Roth's 
assessment of the recent surge in 
biographies, there are certainly 
several books that are eminently 
suitable for use in the yeshivos
particularly Reb Nachumke, by 
Shimon Finkelman (Mesorah Pub
lications). whose struggles in per
sonal growth and development 
allows for greater reader identifica
tion than is found In many of the 
other books. There are, in fact. a 
number of novels available whose 
literary quality make them unques
tionably appropriate for use in the 
classroom. These novels present the 
reader with the Jewish view of the 
non-Jewish world. and certainly 
that is as valid as comprehending 
the world through the eyes of Gen
tile writers. If not more so. 

I disagree with Mrs. Roth's con
tention that literature should be 
used as an analytic tool "to explore 
ideas. values, etc.. distinct from 
ours." We are not asking the stu
dents to analyze life in an objective 
manner. maintaining a professional 
distance from the material being 
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studied. We are asking the students 
to learn this material, committing 
their minds and emotions to the 
content, in order to support the 
active interaction of the reader with 
the text being read. thus employing 
the reading process to achieve 
maximum results. For if this is not 
the purpose, then why teach at all? 
This active appreciation of the 
characters and their dilemmas 
allows literature to create a far more 
lasting impression upon the reader 
than would one's concern for the 
amoeba, regardless of its impor
tance as a biological phenomena. 

In as much as writing is the 
natural outcome of the reading 
process, a student should be mot
ivated to write from conviction, 
employing his or her life experience 
and emotions; how could one teach 
writing as if it were in a vacuum? 
One is able to sustain the students' 
interest in writing (while developing 
an ever greater appreciation of the 
writing process) when whatever is 
written is a meaningful expression 
of one's own being-yet this vital 
element is missing all too often in 
the literature being taught at 
present. 

The fact that we cannot shelter 
our children (and ourselves) from 
the society around us, including the 
fact that our people will have con
tinued contact with members of 
other groups, does not therefore 
relieve us of the duty to educate and 
preserve our identity and ideals. On 
the contrary. this ls the very foun
dation for enabling us to success
fully survive the encounters we will 
have. What good is crawling into a 
shell for protection if the structure 
itself is not fortified or fully con
structed? Now that the level of 
morality in society at large has 
become so unprincipled, it ls incum
bent upon us to ascertain that we 
in the yeshivas do not reinforce 
whatever negative influences our 
children are exposed to outside their 
schools and homes. 

Yes, the need to publish Judaica 
of high literary quality is greater 
than ever; and yes, progress is being 
made-take, for example, the recent 
publication of The Marrano Prince, 
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by Avner Gold, published by CIS, a 
new historical fiction that may well 
have established a new level for 
Judaica literature. I single out The 
Marrano Prince, for I deem it 
appropriate for use at the high 
school level (with a comprehensive 
student study guide soon to be 
published). The Marrano Prince is 
the eighth novel in the Ruach Ami 
Series, and with the significant 
revisions now completed on the first 
two books. the series represents an 
important breakthrough in the 
English curriculum for grades seven 
through nine. 

On the other end of the educa
tional spectrum. Reb Yitzchak's 
Jewel, by Rabbi Nasson Scherman. 
published by ArtScroll, is an excel
lent addition at the second grade 
reading level. Here we have an 
exceptional example of text com
bined with art work that vividly and 
clearly supports the young readers' 
developing comprehension skills. 

It is with continued efforts such 
as these that we will indeed be able 
to preserve our ideals and educate 
our children in an effective and 
efficient manner. Far from disagree
ing with Mrs. Roth's premise, I 
concur that the greater the degree 
of professionalism implemented in 
our classrboms, the greater the 
impact our Torah ideals will have 
in our children's lives. 

YITZCHAK KASNEIT 

Rabbi Aryeh Schechter 

SOFER S"TAM 
1235 49th St. 

Brooklyn, NY 11219 
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THE"REBBE"SHORTAGE 

To the Editor: 

One of the most glaring absences 
from Rabbi Rupp's article (Teaching 
Our Children") from the list of 
reasons not to go into chinuch was 
the pamasa aspect. It stands to 
reason that a Yungennan leaving 
Kollel to fulfill his idealism in 
chinuch will eventually wants to 
also find a reasonably lucrative 
position in order to fulfill his pledge 
of "I will provide" in the kesuba. And 
yet, unfortunately, chinuch is 
definitely far from being a "rags to 
riches" career. How many stories are 
told of a special, warm, friendly, 
devoted rebbe, who went to law 
school or into accounting or.or.or~, 

Ruchama Seidman Fund, 
Ph.D. 

N.Y.S. Licensed Psychologist 

(718) 252-3440 
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because he couldn't support his 
growing family on the chinuch 
salary .... Perhaps the main onus 
of better salaries lies with the 
administrators and their respective 
boards and fund raisers. 

Added appreciation by parents 
could ease matters also. An 
acquaintance whose monthly salary 
at least doubles mine, once looked 
at me with a sneer. and remarked, 
'Well, why should you get more? 
You're only a glorified babysitter!" 

When a family needs a doctor, 
chalilah, for a medical matter, 
there's no question that the money 
will somehow come. Yet in paying 
for chinuch, many of us, even me 
at times, feel honor-bound to 
explain why we can't afford more, 
and shouldn't be forced to pay more 
per child. (Average costs of tuition 
per child here are $40-$50 monthly, 
$20-$30 for lunches, $25-$40 for 
round-trip transportation.) Thera
pists receive $50-$80 per session, 
and rebbes who are molding most 
of the healthy children's futures 
receive $5-$10 per hour. 

Teaching Tashbar is a zechus, no 
doubt about it. 1 hope more and 
better rebbes and principals enter 
the field both here and abroad. Yet 
I hope also that as time goes on, 
community leaders, administrators, 

FE IVEL 
KIRSHENBAUM, 

Ph.D. 
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Investment Adviser 

MONEY 
MANAGEMENT 

Fee only. 
No sales or commissions. 

(914) 352~1919 

fund raisers, and all who are 
involved in public funding, come to 
realize that aside from the tremen
dous satisfaction that accompanies 
hard work, better wages would make 
chinuch a much more attractive 
field to enter and enjoy. "Minor" 
problems such as discipline in the 
class and lack of self-confidence 
would fall by the wayside, and with 
Hashem's help we and the next 
generations would profit from our 
efforts. 

!SAMAR FRIEDMAN 
Jerusalem 

The author has been a Talmud Torah 
teacher for 5 112 years and is the author 
of Yaakov's Sheep on Parshas Vayetze. 

P.S. There were other points in the 
article that I'm concerned about. 
and interested in lending a helping 
hand. 

l. Competent principals and 
rebbes are constantly being sought, 
even here in Yerushalayim. Good 
chinuch is a worldwide goal, and as 
elusive here as everywhere. 

2. The first year out of Kolle! is 
definitely rough. "Be a masmid, 
talmid chacham ... " is a far cry 
from "Hold the crayon this way," 
"Stand in the corner .... "Yet many 
mechanchim survive, and become 
excellent examples for other 
Yungeleit 

B"H 

SEEWALD'S 
ALL MAKES 
&MODELS 

Everybody Drives 
A Used Car! 

(718) 604-CARS 
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PLUGGING THE TEACHING 
PERSONNEL DRAIN 

To the Editor: 

Rabbi Rupp's recent article, be
moaning the lack of an adequate 
supply of qualified mechanchim to 
staff our country's fast growing 
chadarim and yeshiva day schools, 
called for Yungeleit in kollelim to 
realize how much ihe children In 
primary education really need their 
talents and that these young men 
should take up the challenge and 
become rebbeim. This is all well and 
good from the community's stand
point. 

But there is another side to the 
coin. What are we, ihe community, 
doing to make the job positions 
more desirable for the applicants? 
We are all aware ihat virtually no 
mechanech anywhere in the coun
try can subsist on his salary alone, 
particularly in the large cities where 
living and housing expenses are 
enormous? Furthermore, it is well 
known ihat spending the entire day 
with thirty seven-year-olds for 
extended periods can sometimes be 
very frustrating, and after a time can 
cause one to lose one's motivation 
or self-respect to the point that the 
rebbe says to himself: 'What am I 
doing here?" How do we of the 
community face these issues and 
convince our young teachers that we 
care about their needs also? 

One of the most promising solu
tions to these problems found its 
prototype in Los Angeles four years 
ago as the brainchild of Rabbi 
Berish Goldenberg, a menahel at 
Yeshiva Taras Emes. Since then, the 
concept has been successfully 
copied in other parts of the country 
with remarkable results. 

The reasoning went as follows: 
What are the two most important 
ingredients that the average rebbe 
finds missing in his life as a mecha
nech? 1) Adequate pay, and 2) a 
feeling of self-realization in terms of 
one's personal goals. Now, most 
yeshivas are stretched to the limit 
with budgetary restrictions, so 
direct salary increases in LA were 
out of the question. In addition, the 
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cheder environment was fine for 
teaching of children, but it left no 
room for the rebbe himself to grow 
in his own learning. Therefore, it 
was decided to establish a kollel for 
mechanachim, which would be 
independently funded and in which 
the mechanchim themselves would 
be able to have time to prepare as 
well as to learn with chavrusa in 
a regular kollel setting. This was the 
start of the Mechanchim Kolle! in 
Los Angeles. 

Over the past four years, the Kolle! 
has grown to include sixteen Yun
geleit (yes, Yungeleit). When they are 
in yeshiva, they are rebbeim. but 
when they come to learn in Kolle! 
every day, they are their old selves. 
shteiging In learning and forgetting 
about the frustrations of trying to 
get Moshie to keep his eyes on the 
Chumash and not in his friend's 
lunchbag. Each person is paid a 
generous stipend to learn two hours 
in Kolle! five days a week. There are 
now four different yeshivas repres-

. 

ented by rebbeim in the Kolle!. Of 
course there are those rebbeim who 
have other outside commitments, 
which do not allow them the time 
to learn in the Kolle!, but for those 
who want the opportunity (and 
most do want), the option is 
available. 

And how are the results of our 
endeavors? Last year we had sixteen 
rebbeim in the cheder. Not one has 
left! How many yeshivas can match 
this? And Los Angeles is not Bora 
Park or Monsey! Most of our 
mechanchim are away from their 
families and friends, and it is no 
easy feat to get top quality rebbeim 
to move West when there are so 
many openings available back East. 
This year we have eighteen full-time 
rebbeim. We are again hoping for 
the same results. And how do the 
mechanchim feel about this oppor
tunity? Ask our Yungeleit! 

CHARLESJ. ABBOTT. M.D. 
Los Angeles. Cal. 
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WANTED: MORE "RABBEIM" 
FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION 

To the Editor: 

Your article "Teaching Our Chil
dren. A Growing Need/A Growing 
Opportunity" (Sept.'88) was highly 
informative and timely. The only 
omission was the crying need/ 
opportunity for special education 
rabbeim. 

While some schools have difficulty 
getting Shomer Shabbos rabbeim. 
it is exponentially more difficult to 
get qualified Shomer Shabbos spe
cialists in remediation. The result 
is a landscapes strewn with children 
who abandon their roots, and fam
ilies in distress. Paradoxically. since 
Orthodoxy decided to tackle this 
problem and has allocated money to 
the cause. the problem of finding 
personnel has become acute. A 
recent half-page ad (for a rebbe!) in 
your journal demonstrates the des
perate need. 

Many children are so near yet so 
far. precisely because of a growing 
need for qualified Bnai Torah with 
a special education background. 
The field is desperate for the intel
lect and refinement of a Kolle! 
Yungerman. The best and brightest 
in the modem spectrum of Orthod
oxy go for MD's and MBA's, not for 
SER's (Special Education Rebbe). 
The cream of our crop are to be 
found in the KolleL If we can get 
some of them to dedicate their lives 
creating living Torah spirits from 
dry bones, "our Chinuch system will 
be truly integrated and total. 

Flatbush Tie and Belt Center 
FINE MEN'S AND BOY'S TIES 

At Substantial Savings 
(718) 645-4765 I3AYLA GEWIRTZMAN 
(718) 336-3236 1869 East 12th Strea 

(bcnvccn Ave. R & S) 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11229 

The motivational argument 
smce you're leaving the Beis 

Hamidrash anyway stay close to 
Torah" should be paraphrased 
"Since you're leaving th.e Beis 
Hamidrash anyway, RESCUE chil
dren for Torah." 

Some potentially excellent special 
educators shy away from the field 
due to a common misconception. 
They visualize teaching kriyah to 
retarded children for the rest of their 
lives, which is not what they 
"trained" for. Yes. it includes that 
too, but it also encompasses all as
pects of chinuch 

Looking back over a twenty year 
special education career, my stu
dents include those who were learn
ing disabled children, and are not 
yet Daj Yomi learners, and other 
bachurim who are academically 
above in average in regularyeshivos. 
Yes. the first Dqf in Perek Tefillas 
Hashachar took us four months; 
however. after we "broke through", 
they were learning in regular 
yeshivas. 

While training is necessary in 
today's complex environment. the 
best and the brightest in chinuch 
learned the trade by osmosis from 
their parents and master teachers. 
Rav Preida didn't have special edu
cation training. Dedication is the 
word. Who in today's chinuch world 
ever repeated a pasuk or a concept 
400 times? 

100? 
50? 
The lesson of Rav Preida, quoted 

in the article, is most applicable in 
today's rushed modem world; the 
first and most important prerequi
site in special and regular educa
tion. which The Kolell world is 
famous for: PERSISTENCE. 

When the bracha and vision of 
Rabbi Pam N''\J'Ol'.I will be a reality, 
many of the millions of Yiddishe 
Kinderlach and their parents will be 
faced with a dilemma, and a veiy 
serious question: "Do we educate, 
and how do we educate the 10% of 
the children who need extra help?" 

Part of the solution can be found 
between the four walls of Kolle! Beis 
Hamidrash 

RABBI SAUL KLEIN 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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REMEMBERING GATESHEAD 
AND RABBI MOSHE SCHWAB 

To the Editor: 

Thank you for Rabbi Berkovitz's 
reminiscences about Gateshead 
(Nov. 88). There must be many 
readers for whom both the article 
and the pictures will have awakened 
feelings oflove and gratitude. There 
was indeed something very special 
about those few square blocks of 
dust and grime, which touched us 
all deeply, and where it n:iattered. 

I was sorry that there was no 
picture of Rabbi Moshe Schwab )"'1, 

nor an assessment of the profound 
influence that he exercised over 
every aspect of the Yeshiva. 

Things were very, very different in 
those days. The bachurim who came 
to the Yeshiva had, for the most part, 
absolutely no concept of what it was 
that they were supposed to do or to 
become. Most of us had attended 
non-Jewish schools and happily 
absorbed the ethos of the English 
school-boy, than which nothing 
could be further from the ben Torah 
whom Gateshead wanted to pro
duce. It fell to Reb Moshe's lot to 
mould this often depressing and 
unwilling dross into the thing of 
beauty for which Gateshead became 
justly famous. 

From our vantage-point today, it 
sounds incredible, but for many 
years R'Moshe said a shmues every 
single night, tearing at our insides, 
bringing tears to our eyes and joy 
into our hearts, as he opened worlds 
for us of which we had known 
nothing at all. Night after night he 
called out a Maariv from somewhere 
inside us, which left us shaken
and changed. He knew a secret. 
Across the barriers of a Yiddish 
which we could hardly understand, 
a kappote which we couldn't really 
appreciate, a cultural ambience 
which was totally foreign to our 
cricket-addled minds, he reached 
out, and touched us. 

It was a beautiful article. Thank 
you once more for waking sweet 
memories in at least one former 
Gatesheader talmid. 

MOSHE M. EISEMANN 
Baltimore, Md. 
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The writer oj· the above letter is 
Mashgiach of Yeshiva Ner Israel. and 
author Qf the ArtScroll translation and 
commentary to Yechezkiel and Divrei 
Hayomim. 

We refer the readers to the biographi
cal article on Rabbi Moshe Schwab, 
featured in JO, April, '81. which also 
appears in The Torah World. 

HOTLINE 
TO JERUSALEM 

In time of illness. surgery or 
crisis. special prayers will be 

recited at the Western Wall and 
at our Yeshiva in Jerusalem. 

CALL 24 HOURS 
(718) 871-4111 

A FREE PUBLIC SERVICE OF 
The American Rabbi Meir 

Baal Haness Charity 

KOLEL AMERICA 

KADDISH 
Mishnayoth, Yizkor & Yortzeit 
observed with a minyon in our 

Yeshiva Heichal Rabbi Meir 
Baal Haness in Jerusalem. 

CALL 

(718) 871-4111 
132 Nassau St., N.Y., N.Y. 10038 

SECLUDED 
OCEANFRONT 

VILLA ON 
TROPICAL ISLAND 

• 3 Bedrooms 
• Private Pool 
• Fully Stocked Pantry with 

Kosher Groceries 
• Fulltime Staff of Two 
• Car with driver 

IDEAL FOR FRUM COUPLE 
OR FAMILY 

Call For Free Brochure 
(718) 336·2760 

Tochnit 
BAISYAAKOV 

Bayit Vegan, P.O.B. 16406, Jerusalem, Israel 

A seminary program for the Bais Yaakov 
high school graduate. 

• Intensive program of Limudei Kodesh • Outstanding mechanchim 
• Tiyulim • Warm atmosphere • College accreditation 
• Teacher training pro.gram \Vith certificates 
• Emphasis on midos and character 

For more information contact POB 16406 
Jerusalem Israel 02-424-792 

or call: 718-846-4695 or 718-441-9495 

Rabbi Mordechai Adelman Menahel 
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Hirsch, Nov. '88 

Jews In USA The Struggles of the Jew in 
Golus/Rabbi Mordechai Gifter, Feb. '88; 
The Jew in Golus; How High a Profile? I 
Rabbi Shimon Shwab, Feb. '88;An Open 
Letter to Dr. Norman l.amm/Professor 
Aaron Twerskl, Apr. '88; Being Truly 
Jewish in a Society of Plenty/Rabbi 
Beret Wein, Apr. '88; The Sweet Golus/ 
Rabbi Chaim Dov Keller, June '88; An 
Open Reply to Professor Aaron Twerski/ 
Dr. Norman Lamm. June '88; A 
Rejoinder/Professor Aaron Twerski. 
June '88; A Fire in Flatbush: Not 
Kristallnacht. But .... Nov. '88; Letters. 
Nov. '88; The Crooked Mirror Ill; The 
Media's Anti-Orthodox Campaign/Nis
son Wolpin, Dec. '88; Legators and 
Heirs/Nahum J. Duker, Dec. '88 

KrlstallnacbtReflectionson Kristallnacht/ 
Rabbi Gevirtz, Rabbi M. Munk and 
Naftoll Hirsch, Nov. '88 

Marriage Halacha: The Structure For 
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Sholom Bayis/Rabbi Reuven Feinstein, 
Mar. '88; Sholom Bayis; Keeping It 
Together/Rabbi Yissocher Frand, Mar. 
'88; When Crisis Looms/Dr. Aaron 
Twerskl, Mar. '88 

Media The Crooked Mirror Ill; The Media's 
Anti-Orthodox Campaign/Nisson Wol
pin, Dec. '88 

Modem OrthodoJ<y An Open Letter to Dr. 
Norman Lamm/Professor Aaron 
Twerski, Apr. '88; An Open Reply to 
Professor Aaron Twerski/Dr. Norman 
Lamm, June '88; A Rejoinder/Professor 
Aaron Twerski, June '88 

Narrattve "Today I Put On Tefillin "/Eliyahu 
Mayer (S.L.), Feb. '88; Fire And lee; 
Another Wartime Stmy/Avi Shafran, 
June '88; A Walk On A Hot Summer's 
Night. Sept. '88; Two Teller-Tales of 
Chessed/Hanoch Teller, Sept. 88; 111 
Visit Him ... Next Time/Hillel Goldberg, 
Oct. '88; Hachnosas Orchim in the 
Hospital/Mrs. Galla Beny, Oct. '88; "One 
Body, One Heart"/Dr. Meir Wilder, Oct. 
'88 

Out-of-Town Letters, Feb. '88 
Personalities Rabbi Shaul Yedidyah Elazar 

7"::nofModzitz/YehudaNathan,Feb.'88; 
Rabbi Yehuda Aszod 7":::1l: Rav, Teacher, 
Battler for the Integrtty of Torah and 
Jewry/Giti Weissmandl, Oct. '88; A 
Tribute To Mr. Avrohom Kohn i1"}1. Nov. 
'88; Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch 7">1/ 
Rabbi Joseph Elias, Dec. '88 

Pluralism Open Letter to Dr. Norman 
Lamm/Professor Twerskl. Apr. '88; An 
Open Reply to Professor Aaron Twerski/ 
Dr. Norman Lamm. June '88; A 
Rejoinder/Professor Aaron Twerski, 
June '88; The Secular Route to Religious 
Sovereignty/Ezrtel Toshavi (S.L.), Sept. 
'88; Rabbi Yehuda Aszod 7":::1t: Rav. 
Teacher, Battler for the Integrtty of 
Torah and Jewry/Giti Weissmandl, Oct. 
'88; Chanukah, Fuel and CLAL/Rabbi 
Irving Greenberg (W.W.C.J. Dec. '88 

Poetry To a Former Foster Child/David 
Ben-Zvi, Feb. '88; FrtdayNight Kiddush/ 
Joanne Jackson Yelenik, Mar. '88; 
Candles/Chaim Feinberg. Mar. '88; 
Between The Braids/Bracha Druss 
Goetz, Sept. '88; Life's Autumn/Baila 
Susholz, Oct. '88; Autumn Just Seems/ 
Balla Susholz, Oct. '88 

Psychology Of Guilt and Self-Esteem/ 
Rabbi Shimon Grama with Batsheva 
Grama, Apr. '88; Letters. Sept. '88 

Religion Emet Ve-Emunah, Conservative 
Style/Rabbi Alan J. Yuter (S.L.), May '88 

Reform Legators and Heirs/Nahum J. 
Duker, Dec. '88 

Sbabbos Frtday Night Kiddush (poem)/ 
Joanne Jackson Yelenik, Mar. '88; 
Candles(poem)/Chaim Feinberg, Mar. 
'88; Between The Braids(poem)/Bracha 
Druss Goetz, Sept. '88; If Only/Hillel 
Goldberg, Dec. '88 

Social Comment The Jew in Golus: How 
High a Profile? /Rabbi Shimon Shwab, 
Feb. '88; Preventing a "Chol Hamoe<l" 
Fiasco: Practical Guidelines for Suc
cessfully Entertaining Children/Meir 
Wilder, Mar. '88; Answertng the Fifth 
Question: How Much Pesach Is Too 
Much Pesach?/EmmyStarkZitter, Mar. 
'88; Of Yarmulkes And A Rabb! At the 
Lords/Howell Raines (W.W.C.), Mar. '88; 

Being Truly Jewish In a Society of 
Plenty/Rabbi Berel Wein, Apr. '88; 
Kiddush Hashem In The House of 
Lords/Dr. Jacobovitz, Apr. '88; Letters, 
Apr. '88; "Congraduations, It's All Over"/ 
Bernard Fryshman, Dec. '88; An Open 
Letter To My Neighbor On The Block, 
Dec. '88 

Soviet Jewry The Heroic Women of Ra.mot 
Gimmel/Yisroel Spiegel [P.S.), Mar. '88 

Splrlmal Heroism Fire And Ice; Another 
Wartime Stmy/Avi Shafran, June '88 

Teahuva "Anna Hashem-I Beseech You, 
0 G-d ... "/Rabbi A Scheinman, Sept. 
'88; The Road Home: A Women's Pers
pective/Mrs. Leah Kohn, Sept. '88 

Torah Education Rebbe and Father. A 
Spirttual Partnership/Rabbi Shmuel 
Dishon, Apr. '88; School And Home; 
Partners or Adversaries?/Rabbi Yaakov 
Reisman, May '88; A Little Mamme 
Loshon About ... Yiddish/Dr. Bernard 
Fryshman, May '88; "Mamme Loshon" 
Is Precious. But Is It Talking To Us? I 
Rabbi Yaakov Bender, June '88 

Torah Im Derech Eretz Rabbi Samson 
Raphael Hirsch '"~t/Rabbi Joseph 
Elias. Dec. '88; Torah Im Derech Eretz; 
Torah Proper or Hora' as Sha'ah/Dr. Leo 
Levi. Dec. '88 

TJ'ansl•tion and Adaptation The Struggles 
of the Jew in Golus/Rabbi Mordechai 
Gifter, Feb '88; A Cry From the Heart/ 
Rabbi Elazar M. Schach, Oct. '88; No 
Recipe for Half-Baked Judaism/Yisroel 
Spiegel. Dec. '88 

Weddings Letters. Apr. '88 
Women Answering the Fifth Question: 

How Much Pesa.ch Is Too Much Pes
ach?/Emmy Stark Zttter, Mar. '88; The 
Road Home: A Woman's Perspective/ 
Mrs. Leah Kohn. Sept. '88; Between The 
Braids{poem}/Bracha Dross Goetz, 
SepL '88; A Tribute To Mr. Avrohom 
Kohn n"}I, Nov. '88 

World War ll "Today I Put On Te!lllin"/ 
Eliyahu Mayer (S.L.), Feb. '88; Fire And 
Ice: Another Wartime Story/Avi Sha
fran. June '88; Reflections on Kiistal
InachURabbi Gevirtz, Rabbi M. Munk 
and Naftoli Hirsch, Nov. '88 

Yesbivos Rebbe and Father. A Spirttual 
Partnership/Rabbi Shmuel Dishon, 
May '88; School And Home: Partners or 
Adversartes?/Rabbi Yaakov Reisman. 
May '88; A Little "Mamme Loshon" 
About ... Yiddish/Dr. Bernard Frysh
man. May '88; A Meaning-Centered 
Approach to Reading/Rabbi Yitzchok 
Kasnett, May '88; "Mamme Loshon·· Is 
Precious. But Is It Talking To Us?/Rabbi 
Yaakov Bender. June '88; Teaching Our 
Children: A Growing Need, A Growing 
Opportunity/Rabbi Yehuda Rupp, Sept. 
'88; Yeshiva Students and Military 
Service in Israel/Ezrtel Toshavi, Oct. '88; 
A Cry From the Heart/Rabbi Elazar M. 
Schach, Oct. '88; Letters, Oct. '88; 
Gateshead "The Jerusalem of Eng
land"/Rabbi Berel Berkovits. Nov. '88; 
"Congraduations,lt's All Over" /Bernard 
Fryshman, Dec. '88 

Yiddish A Little "Mamme Loshon" About 
... Yiddish/Dr. Bernard Fryshman. May 
'88; "Mamme Loshon·· Is Precious. But 
Is It Talking To Us?/Rabbi Yaakov 
Bender. June '88 
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Open a Home Equity line of Credit 
and get a special low rate. 

Unlock the equity you've built up in your home with a Greater ·open 
Door" Home Equity account. 

And get a Greater deal while you're at it. 
For starters, you'll pay only the Prime Rate for the first year of the 

loan. After that, you pay the Prime Rate plus 11'2%, with an annual 
2% limit on interest rate changes. During the lifetime of your loan 
your interest rate will never be greater than 6% above your initial 
rate or less than 7% per year. 

What's more, you pay no points or application fees. And your 
interest charges may be fully tax deductible. 

All of which makes it more attractive than ever to borrow up to 7 5% 
of the equity in your house or condominium-giving you a low-cost 
line of credit secured by a mortgage on your home. b use whenever 
you want, just by writing checks. And you only pay interest on the 
amount you actually borrow. 

For complete details on our ·open Door" Account, just open the 
door 1o any branch of The Greater, send in the coupon, or call our 
Consumer loan Department at 718-859-8884. 

r-------------
1 

The Greater New York Savings Bank 
Consumer Loan Department ,,, ./ 

I 
1550 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn. NY 11210 ~~=.c - · 

Please send me full information and an application for your "Open Door" Home Equity I 
J !ine·of-credit. J 

i [E:.~, -- - - - ~,; ~ --~- ,~~ ~- ~ i 
I @~~)~G THE "'.'.)E E"'.'.) I 
I The Greater New Yark Savings Bank '\. '\. ,. I 
L M~Bf,!!;?1.s.... - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - !2. .!!~ _J 

Consumer Loon Department: 718-859-8884. In Brooklyn: Filth Avenue. 9th and 10th Streets. 718·965-7500 ·Church and McDonald 
Avenues, 718-435-4300 • 18th Avenue and East 2nd Street. 718-435-4100 ·Seventh Avenue and President Street, 718-789-4100 ·Bay 
Parkway and 67th Street, 718-837-8400 • 13th Avenue and 53rd Street, 718·436-9505 • Neptune Avenue and West 5th Street. 
718-996·4100 • 1045 Flatbush Avenue at Duryea Place. 718-282·7500 • 1550 Flatbush Avenue at Nostrand Avenue. 718·859-5300 
In Manhattan: Broadway and West 79th Street. 212-873-3730. In Queens: Hillside Avenue at 179th Street. 718-291·3100 In Nassau: 
222 Station Plaza North and 3rd Avenue, Mineola. 516-747-6100. Customer Service: 718-965-7526. ·c 19ss 1Ht GRtA1rnNtwY011K sAv1Ncs BANK 



.Pf..·i.t..~r:ll~r. • ·>.1,:i1• ' ·.; .•.. ·· ......... ;\~. 
'l'fl·~1i:;~~RNf!IL1£ 
WITB}·reo . R 
HAS~iq~;~~~qq~ 
'flfA'f ;lNSelRES 
THE SOUL ..... 

'tll~;~~t'tQ~ahLav-Ueadet•of ~~f i~~·; ;~! .)~/!••·············· .. · 
A.n A.rcfiltectand. Build.er of.Torah:in.A.mericaand. Israel. 

lrviflg ~ifli~haJ;~.ftre, ifl 
his. soulrthe1f:.i~~·~f!f.1[{il).·At a 
,ou.~gmtt.~he0~~k~t~ 

.. deel> sJ>.irf~lri.~~af.ihtJJ~h 
peo.JJle '1.iJfl/~~~·h~ilifet!'J . 
he!J?i~g~~tel~~e!J'S•~th 

":~!f~~'J?tlll'\'1"1~1)13: ··.••·•·····•·••• ··•l·.rtf>:•tl;~·thelife ~flrf?ing · 
~illt istptt~.#te~P
mettct;of~~~Judii~ in 
A~intkis centut:Yi [fom 

thete$i;ue oftlwusaruls of li~ 
. .@ring .. the HolOC4usno laying • 
• •.tl!efoµridatiollS of a s~re 

Torah life on these shotes. 
This. S!fperb bio~aphj, 

>~tten by his son, is a 
mtz.~ificent document, fr()m, an 
his~IU' well as Torah 
nas.hl<ftf a perspective; a fitting 
ti;i:1'Ufe to a man whOse impqct <ln 
the]eliiish world will beJeltJor 
gen,er:~tiollS to come. 

'''!'This bOol<, wrJ.ttelt !ry my very . 
~ifrlimd:. Will !ii. ~{ W/ilt b<me~fll? 

·• Pliznt ""'"' f<ltlru:iaiii>ri of'T o~h .... · 
Hru.hlcl!fafi·i~t¥.~rt< of all tfu>•~.~ 
Will read it: •. . ••• . . > ·• ...• 

· Ra.\' Moshe Feinstein :!t''l 

1.,f, tll<>sr ~if,.g;i~~. <U.i• ~,;Rabbi 
M<llli,< ~i11i,. '.•.~dqle a fine thing !ry 
writing o..~k al>oUi his W/iltfathtr, 
tt"l-his life's ai:t.s and gr&tt works t.o 
~Tor<lh in ~l}SA, and his efforts 
"""'1"l$saving the refugees, Torah 
schoktrs 11"'1 otht!~.dt;ring the war. 

lta.'I'. Efuar M. Shaeh shlita 

, .• It's~ tl,at ~present day 
Tor<lh'!'Ofk! be.aclJUllinted With.an 
individual wlW did i<1 much t.o e'stl1blish 
true Torah val!ies in.this 
~' ,.l'tlblication .of the book will, 
therefore, be ll kiddush shern Sh11mayim. 

Rav~.Giftetshlita 

I wai;/1ucinal,"!(~nd ihs#red ~ A. Fire 
In H~ ~Ji;troml!lerul it highly. Read 
it! !;will mooe:iou;Jt wil\ i"'l>ire '"'" 

•&\f A\'h>hont Pam shlita 


