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In the Middle of Boro Park Are Special Families. 
They Are Waiting For A Miracle 

It hurts ... bearing a sick and helpless child. 
It hurts more ... not being able to give it the 

proper care. 
It hurts even more ... the turmoil suffered by 

the brothers and sisters. 
Mishkon is helping not only its disabled resident 

children; it is rescuing the siblings, parents
entire families from the upheaval caused by caring 
for a handicapped child at home. 

Retardation and debilitation strikes every-

where-even among the finest families in our 
community. Many families are still waiting for 
the miracle of Mishkon. 

Only you can make that miracle happen. 
Mishkon. They are our children. 
Join in Mishkon's campaign to construct a 

new facility on its campus to accommodate 
additional children. All contributions are 
tax-deductible. Dedication opportunities 
are available. Call 718-851-7100. 
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The Bluzhever Rebbe, 
Rabbi Israel Spira '''~t 

The Bluzhever Rebbe receiving campers at Camp Agudah 

We go to press grief-stricken with the report 
that the late Bluzhever Rebbe, Horav Yisroel Spira n:Y1'.l? p)i~ "l:n 

is no longer with us. 

T he Bluzhever Rebbe was 
many things: Rav, Rebbe, 
quintessentialsurvivor, warm 

heart. Wise counselor. embodiment 
of courage an.d inspiration, Torah 
leader. Chassidic tzaddik. 

For. five . years of unspeakable 
torment. be was under the Nazi 
jackboot, in ghettoes, concentration 
camps, and slave labor camps. 
Books and articles have been writ
ten about his extraordinary ability 
to remafo spiritually strong and to 
help others maintain their faith. Of 
such an "Israel" has Hashem said, 
1N!ll'1N 1~ 1\!!N ~Nil!!>, lsraeLfor tn you 
d6 I take pride (Isaiah 49:3 ). 

When the horrors ended, he estab
lished his residence in Brooklyn, 

and replanted the tradition ofDinov 
and Bluzhov-of Galician Chassi
dus-which had come close to 
extinction but which would not die. 

The Rebbe was a distinguished 
member of the Moetzes Gedolei 
HaTorah (Council of Torah Sages) 
of Agudath Israel of America for 
decades, as well as an active member 
of the organization's Nesius (pres
idium) for a number of years: indeed, 
his colleagues valued his penetrat
ing insight along With his warmth, 
Wisdom. and wit 

He was one of the very few among 
us-perhaps the last one-who had 
attended the first Knessia Gedolah 
as the leader of a community, 
Indeed, at the 7th and 8th Siyumei 

HaShas of Daf HaYoml in .New 
York, in 1975 and 1982. he recalled 
how the Lubliner Rav. Reh.Meyer 
Shapiro '"~'· had introduced Dqf 
HaYomi ;:it that First Knessia 
Gedolah. 

The world and the JeWish people 
have changed considerably in the 
hundred years since his birth, but 
he ws a five-generation-long chain 
that tied us fast to that world of 
Torah, Chasstdus, and Yiras 
Shomayim 

Because he was here, we are here. 
111:1. 1.,:n 1n~ 

Adetatled biographical tribute to 
the Bluzhever Rebbe is .in prepa
rationforpublication in ajorthcom-
ing issue. · 
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PROVIDENCE AT THE 
GATES OF ENTRY 

I t was a very heated meeting in 
the Rabbi Jacob Joseph School 
in the early l 950's. The East Side 

neighborhood in which the yeshiva 
was located was inundated by an 
illiterate immigrant influx. Jewish 
parents who until then had been 
satisfied with the neighborhood 
public school education decided to 
send their children to Yeshiva Rabbi 
Jacob Joseph, and applied for scho
larships. The majority of the 
members of the Board of Directors 
were adamant: "These parents 

Rabbi Shmuel Bloom is the Executive Vice 
President of Agudath Israel of America. 
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Shmuel Bloom 

_ PPORTUNITY KNOCKS, 
~""" •. 

aren't interested in Jewish educa
tion. They just want to get their chil
dren out of the deteriorating public 
schools. If they want to use us as 
a private school, let them pay for it." 

The prevailing mood of the meet
ing was against giving them scho
larships until Irving Bunim asked 
for the floor. "I don't understand you 
people," he said. "The Ribbono Shel 
Olam uprooted a million people 
from their native habitat and 
brought them to the East Side of 
New York just to push these Jewish 
children into a yeshiva. And you 
want to defeat His master plan by 
refusing them?!" Once again the 
legendary Irving Bunim had saved 
the day. 

Today, perhaps we should be 
saying: "The Ribbono Shel Olam 
brought Premier Gorbachev to 
power, turned over the entire Com
munist world, made the Soviet 
economy dependent on help from 
the West, and forced the Russians 
into a position where they have to 
let the Jews emigrate-just so that 
the Jews of the Soviet Union should 
not be lost forever to their people. 
What. now, is our response?" 

BEYOND THE FIRST RESPONSE 

Our first response is that the 
best place for Soviet Jews is 
Eretz Yisroel. Despite the dif· 

ficulties associated with resettling 
in Eretz Yisroel, we can be fairly as
sured that the new immigrants will 
remain Jewish and marry within 
the fold. 

Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky '""at 
a convention of Agudath Israel of 
America remarked that perhaps the 
zechus hakiyum of the State of 
Israel is that after the Holocaust. 
when the Jewish refugees were in 
despair and could have fallen prey 
to the scourge of intermarriage, the 
fact that so many Jews immigrated 
to Israel took away the opportunities 
for them to be lost among the 
nations of the world. This is cer
tainly true of the Russian Jews who, 
having lived in a society where 
intermarriage was rampant. now 
have the opportunity to settle in 
Israel and live among their brethren. 
Unfortunately, though, they are not 
seizing that opportunity. Other 
than those who became baalei 
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teshuva in Russia and settle almost 
exclusively in Eretz Yisroel. the 
overwhelming majority are opting to 
settle in our communities in the 
United States-more than 50% in 
New York City and its environs. So 
the burden of a response falls upon 
us. 

There are those who said our 
community would not or could not 
respond. After all. from 1976 
through 1980, when the Russians 
first started arriving on these shores 
in large numbers. we had thought 
that all we had to do was open our 
arms to them and they would return 
to their long-lost brethren and 
forgotten traditionswithjoy. We had 
thought that all we had to do was 
give them the opportunity to send 
their children to yeshivos and to 
come to our shuls, and they would 
jump at the opportunity. We found 
out that we were wrong. We found 
out that the Communists in large 
measure had succeeded in smoth
ering the Pintele Yid within many 
of our brethren. Seventy years of 
teaching atheism had made its 
mark. 

Rabbi Eliyahu Eliezer Dessler in 
Michtav Me'Eliyahu discusses the 
concept of "tamu zechus Avos
the zechus Avos has ended," 
explaining that it does not refer to 
a specific era in Jewish history. 
Rather, it refers to that point in an 
individual's alienation where he 
loses that rich spiritual heritage 
that had been implanted in his 
spiritual genes by Avrohom, Yitz
chok and Yaakov. Each individual 
who uproots the character and 
midosthat are his heritage has tom 
asunder his special relationship 
with his forefathers. 

In those earlier encounters with 
Russian Jews, we had felt that we 
had met up with genealogical Jews 
who for the most part, and through 
no fault of their own, had been 
ripped away from the faith of their 
forefathers. We brought them to our 
homes for Shabbos meals and for 
the Pesach Seder. But they did not 
care to come back. We offered them 
yeshivas and they did not enroll. We 
knew that they were not to blame, 
but we also felt that we had lost the 
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key to open up a successful relation
ship with them. And so many of us 
turned off. 

We pointed to the millions of 
dollars and tens of thousands of 
man-hours that were invested by 
programs such as Agudath Israel's 
Project RISE (Russian Immigrants 
Services and Education). We re
membered bringing an outstanding 
mechanech from Eretz Yisroel to 
design educational programs for 
our long lost brethren. Project RISE 
organized an "Adopt a Family" 
Program and asked American fam
ilies to "adopt" their Russian coun
terparts to care for "all" their needs. 
Reb Yaakov Kamenetzky called 

Be'er Hagolah Institutes 

together the menahalim of all ye
shivas and insisted that each yeshi
va open one class for Russian stu
dents. Untiring volunteers worked 
to organize Be'er HaGolah. when it 
became clear that a school for 
Russian children was necessary. 

But after all that and much. much 
more. we asked ourselves how many 
true "success stories" do we have?* 

Of course. it could also be strongly 
argued that the conventional defi
nition of "success" does not apply 
to efforts on behalf of Soviet Jews. 
That could make a difference in our 
attitude. If there are more Jews who 

•Lest one think that I am tn'eh al ho'rishonos
let me clearly state that even one "success story" 
might be worth all the effort. I C'an personally 
attest to one such "success story:· My daughter 
is married to a young man who was born in 
Moscow, immigrated from the Soviet Union in 
1974, enrolled in the Yeshiva of West Queens, 
went on to Chafetz Chaim High School and 
learned in kollel in Yeshiva Ohr HaChaim. 

entered the covenant of Avrohom 
through an authentic brts or have 
experienced an increased Jewish 
consciousness and therefore will 
not intermarry, or have a positive 
feelings about Y!ddishkeit so that 
their children will go to day 
schools-does that not also qualify 
as success? As one valiant worker 
with Russian Jews told me in 1978: 
'We must make them mechalelei 
Shabbos before we can hope for 
them to become Shomrei Shabbos." 

But there was still that gnawing 
question. Were those measured 
degrees of "success" sufficient to in
spire our community to take on the 
giant task that is before us? And 

there is a second question-can we 
develop strategies that would allow 
us to be even more successful in the 
future? 

And now. as the new wave began 
to arrive, individuals and groups did 
respond with active, positive 
approaches. Be'er HaGolah Insti
tutes. the school that was created 
to educate Russian immigrant 
children in New York City. under
took major new expansion. . . . 
Several community leaders in 
Queens galvanized the community, 
and began funding special classes 
in the local yeshivas and Bais 
Yaakov schools; and when these 
classes became saturated, they 
organized a new school-Torah 
Academy of Queens .... Agudath 
Israel of America's Shoroshim 
Agency added new members to its 
directorate. engaged additional staff 
members. and expanded its activi-
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As one worker with Russian Jews put it: 
"We must make them mechalelei 
Shabbos before we can hopef or them 
to become Shomrei Shabbos." 

ties .... Local Jewish community 
councils and other neighborhood 
groups have called together leaders 
in each community to see what 
could be done on the local level. ... 
Day Schools and local kiruv pro
grams throughout the country 
organized Russian programs. 

CAN WE BE COUNTED ON? 

But the question remained, 
could we count on the sup
port and assistance of the 

broadest Torah community? 
Erev Rosh Hashana the Ribbono 

Shel Olam gave us an opportunity 
to prove ourselves. The usually ef
ficient H!AS (Hebrew lmmigrantAid 
Society) and NYANA (New York 
Association for New Americans). 
agencies funded by the United 
States Government and the Jewish 
charity dollar to resettle the Rus
sians, dropped the ball. 

On a day that set a record for the 
number of immigrants arriving in 
a 24-hour period (arranged to meet 
September 30-end of the Federal 
fiscal year, further complicated by 
September 29 coinciding with Erev 
Rosh Hashana) over 1800 new 
immigrants arrived at John F. 
Kennedy Airport. 

Although most of the newly-ar
rived immigrants were temporarily 
assigned into Manhattan hotels 
that were arranged for them until 
they could be placed in local neigh
borhoods, fifty families-close to 
150 people-were left with all their 
worldly possessions on the pave
ments of J.F.K Airport. The super
visor in charge had gone home early, 
locking in the trunk of his car the 
computer printout that listed the 
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proposed destinations of these fifty 
families. The exhausted NYANA 
workers at the scene were besides 
themselves. Men, women and little 
children who had been travelling, 
some for over 24 hours, to a country 
that they had never set foot in 
before, with all their belongings at 
their feet. were in their charge. And 
they did not have the slightest idea 
of what to do with them. 

Our community responded, alert
ed by two young people who had 
come to the airport to greet the Rus
sians. The phone lines started 
burning. From all parts of New York 
City, cars began arriving at Kennedy 
Airport to take newly-arrived Rus
sians families to a warm Jewish 
home to inaugurate the New Year. 
It took until 4:00 AM, but every 
family was placed. 

The Young Israel of Staten Island 
discovered late Friday afternoon 
that 60 Soviet families were placed 
in a welfare hotel in Staten Island 
that area residents feared lacked 
electricity. hot water, refrigerator 
and locks on the doors. The excuse 
for resettling to such an ill-suited 
place, according to Mark Handel
man, NYANA's executive vice
president, was that "we were faced 
with a crisis situation and we had 
to pull a rabbit out of a hat. It was 
better than having them walk the 
streets." 

And our community responded ... 
15 of the 60 families were moved to 
the homes of local Jewish families. 
On Sunday afternoon, the second 
day of Rosh Hashana, 300 congre
gan ts from the Young Israel walked 
for an hour to the hotel. There, they 
conducted Mincha services and 
blew the shofar for the Soviet Jews. 
They also brought along challa, 

soda, cake and warm greetings. 
It was one of our finest hours and 

a tremendous zechus to cany us 
into Rosh Hashana .... But what 
now? 

Within a few days, most of the 
displaced families reported to their 
originally assigned hotels. NYANA, 
although red-faced by the incident, 
was efficiently back on track with 
their resettlement plans. 

Some of these families, because of 
their warm, positive experience with 
religious Jews, will seek to settle in 
religious neighborhoods and send 
their children to yeshivas ... most 
of the others will slip back into the 
rat race to the American Dream ... 
but our first question was ans
wered-given the proper direction 
and motivation, ourcommunitywill 
respond. The spirit of oheiv es 
habrtyos u'mekoroon laTorah is 
still alive in our community-even 
as it applies to the Russian Jew. We 
still had to prove that this effort 
could be sustained, but at least we 
were encouraged. 

LEARNING FROM 
PREVIOUS ATTEMPTS 

T:e second question is per
aps the more difficult one. 

How can we learn from our 
previous experiences so that this 
time around we can be more sue~ 
cessful? I propose three principles 
that I have gleaned from extensive 
discussions with many people who 
are active in the education of Rus
sians-especially Rabbi Aryeh Kat
zin, one of Eliyahu Essas's original 
group of baalei teshuva in Moscow 
who, after settling in Eretz Yisroel 
was brought to America to work 
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a 

(a} Sinai Academy, (b} Sinai Summer Day Camp for 
Russian Children, {c) Torah Academy of Queens, (d) 
Rabbi Avraham Pam in Be'er Hagolah Instttutes. (e) 

Shoroshim Night Kollel. ifJ Shoroshim Children's Yeshiva~ 
Prep Program~ (g} Rabbi Aaron Schechter at 13e'er 

Hagolah. (hi Sinai Academy. 
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with Russian Jews, and has founded 
Sinai Academy, a high school for 
Russian boys located in Brooklyn: 
and Rabbi Moshe Baudilovsky, an 
expert in Oriental languages in 
Leningrad University, who had gone 
to Eretz Yisroel. became a baal 
teshuva and a talmid chacham, 
was brought here by Agudath 
Israel's Vaad L'Hatzolas Nidchei 
Yisroel, and is now the director of 
chinuch and programming at 
Shoroshim. 

1 l The family approach-We can· 
not lose sight of the fact that the 
Soviet Union is a country that 
breeds lack of tmst. 1 ts citizens have 
been taught not to tmst in G-d. They 
certainly don't tmst the govern
ment. They have learned to be 
suspicious of their neighbors. The 
only ones in whom any tmst is left 
is family. This family bond is there
fore much stronger than in our 
American culture, and it is almost 
folly to attempt to make one family 
member Torah observant (i.e., a 
child) when the other members (the 
parents) remain aloof. Any program 
of Russian kiruv must be family 
oriented. It is for this reason that 
Shoroshim requires parents who 
want to enroll their children in 
elementary school classes to take 
courses at night, which will expose 
them to the same curricula as their 
children are studying by day. Those 
parents who are willing to come at 
least three times a week are paid 
stipends as members of an "evening 
kollel." That is why Torah Academy 
of Queens makes regular Shabbat· 
onim where the parents of the 
children in the school are exposed 
to American Shomer Shabbos 
families. 
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Shoroshim 

That is why Rabbi Aryeh Katzin 
of Sinai Academy invites the parents 
of his children every Shabbos to join 
him in a Kiddush, which lasts hours 
and is filled with Divrei Torah and 
chizuk delivered in their native 
tongue. 

Rather than teaching individuals 
to fight the traditions and culture 
of their family, today we have 
learned to unite the family through 
the taste of Torah. 

f.110111 
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2) The second principle is that we 
must realize that Russians are not 
Americans with a different lan
guage. The immigrants come from 
a culture that is different in many 
ways from ours. They, for instance, 
are voracious readers and are 
greatly influenced by the written 
word. They have different attitudes 
towards authority, to the concept of 
friendship and status. They are a 
proud people whose intellectual 
batteries must be charged in order 
to influence them. It is for that 
reason that wherever possible, we 
must use Russian Bnei Torah to 
work with the new immigrants. As 
Rabbi Moshe Baudilovsky com
mented to me, "A seven-year-old 
child in one of our classes came over 
to me and said, 'These traditions are 
very nice, but I don't believe in G-d!' 
To how many American educators 

would that child have admitted his 
problem? And if the child did, how 
many Americans are equipped to 
handle it? " I had four answers to 
his question:· added Baudilovsky, 
"because I arrived where I am 
through the same path that this 
child is travelling." 

Unfortunately there aren't 
enough Russian mechanchim to go 
around, but we must use the few 
who are available as consultants to 
guide us as to how to organize and 
plan our work. We must also max
imize the capabilities of those 
Russian mechanchim who are 
available. Rabbi Moshe Baudilovsky, 
for instance, is preparing a bi· 
weekly Russian newsletter on Jew
ish topics that Shoroshim is distri
buting nationally. Rabbi Aryeh 
Katzin is now taping a weekly 
program on the Parshas Hashavua 
in Russian that Shoroshim has 
made available to the community, 
"Dial-a-Oaf' style. This type of 
Russian programming for Russians 
was severely lacking in the past. 
There must be a linchpin in our 
activities now. 

3) The third principle is to my 
mind perhaps the most important. 
The Ridvaz came to America in 
1902. In the introduction to his 
teshuvos, he describes the terrible 
state of Yiddishkeit in Chicago .... 
Forty years later, Rabbi Aharon 
Kotler '"" noted that the situation 
had not improved. He then proposed 
a solution: If we could arrange for 
ten young men to sit and learn 
Torah in the community, b'kedusha 
u'betahara, they could cause a 
revolution in this country. Rabbi 
Aharon Kotler 7"~l made a reality of 
this proposal when he created Beth 
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Medrash Govoha, which indeed did 
trigger a Torah revolution in this 
country. 

In 1976 Rabbi Naftoli Neuberger 
travelled to Iran and brought back 
twelve boys to learn in Yeshiva Ner 
Israel in Baltimore. This nucleus 
became the teachers of hundreds of 
boys and girls who were forced to 
escape their native country years 
later. Under the direction of the 
Iranian Rescue Committee, they 
formed a partnership with dedi
cated Americans who contributed 
teaching and administrative abili
ties and talents, that joined to 
arrange for hundreds of Iranians to 
enter yeshivas and Bais Yaakov 
schools, in many cases emerging as 
outstanding talmidim in their insti
tutions. This group is now presiding 
over a renaissance of a Torah
oriented Iranian community. 

And didn't Eliyahu Essas, by 
studying Parshas Hashavua with 
several friends in Moscow, set off a 
major revolution among these same 
Russians who we say are so difficult 
to work with because of their 
grounding in atheism? This tiny 
group has grown into a community 
of hundreds of Bnei Torah, Shomrei 
Torah U'mitzvos in Eretz Yisroel 
and the Soviet Union today! 

These precedents demonstrate 
that the best formula for success is 
to try to develop a nucleus of young 
immigrants into true bnei Torah, 
and thereby serve as the greatest 
hope for the future of Russian 
Jewry. Creation of a cadre of such 
leaders must be a primary objective 
of ours at this time. It is for this 
reason that Rabbi Aryeh Katzin has 
already sent two potentially out
standing talmidei chachamim to 
study in Yeshiva Ner Israel in Bal
timore, and that Shoroshim has 
started an evening kollel for bud
ding leaders .... It is for this reason 
also that Agudath Israel's JEP 
(Jewish Education Program) has 
recruited Sinai Academy students 
to work under the direction of 
American bnei Torah to encourage 
other Russian children to enter 
yeshivas. It is never too early to 
teach them that their responsibility 
goes beyond themselves and 
extends to helping others. 
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE 
INDIVIDUAL 

B eyond doubt, the organized 
Orthodox Jewish commun
ity, from our national organ

izations to our local day schools, 
neighborhood shuls, and Jewish 
community councils must take 
major steps to reach-out to the 
Russian Jewish influx. But what 
can individuals do? 

1 The menahalim of yeshivas 
claim that, in addition to 
severe limitations of space 

and resources, the parents in the 
mainstream yeshivas are unhappy 
about their children mixing with 
non-religious Russian children. I 
am confident that this opinion 
represents a vocal minority, at best, 
and that the silent majority believe 
that the best chinuch for their 
children is one that teaches a 
responsibility for Jews who did not 
have the opportunities that they are 
blessed with. I would urge each 
parent to call his children's schools 
and ask what the school has done 
for the Russians in the community. 
And tell the menahalim that you 
would welcome Russian children, 
either in your child's class. or if that 
is impossible, at least in a special 
class convened in close proximity to 
the school. Your call should be 
accompanied with an offer to per
sonally help the school, if there is 
anything that the menahalim feel 
that the parents could do to help. 

Organizations respond to the 
sensitivities and demands of its 
constituency-which is made up of 
individuals, like you and me. First, 
then, we must insist that they must 
give top priority to meeting the 
needs of our Russian brethren. 

And there are other things that 
each individual can do. Here are a 
few suggestions: 

2 Call your local Jewish Com
munity Council and find out 
what they are doing, and how 

you can help. Most local councils are 
involved in social service programs, 
to provide newly-arrived Russians 
with clothing, furniture and other 
basic necessities. There are things 
that you can do to assist them. 

Thisfamily bond 
is much stronger 
than in our Amer
ican culture, and 
it is almostf ally 
to attempt to 
make onefamily 
member Torah 
observant-a 
child-when the 
other members
the parents
remain aloof. Any 
program of Rus
sian kiruv must 
be family 
oriented. 
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It is never too early to 
teach young Russian Jews 
that their responsibility 
goes beyond themselves 
and extends to helping 
others. 

3 Call or write Shoroshim and 
ask for their materials so that 
they may be used In your local 

communities. These include: 
a) The bi-weekly Shoroshim news

letter. This Russian language news
letter reviews the messages of the 
Parshas Hashavua for the two 
week period, contains interesting 
articles on Jewish heritage and 
basic Judaism. Edited by Rabbi 
Moshe Baudilovsky, it is an inval
uable tool for schools and kiruv 
organizations working with Rus
sian Jews. 

b) Cards are available for distri
bution to Russians, to urge them to 
listen to a message in their native 
tongue about their heritage. Every 
week features a new message, pres
ented by Rabbi Aryeh Katzin, who 
has been broadcasting these mes
sages Into the Soviet Union through 
the Voice of America. The tapes will 
also provide them with practical 
ways of following up and learning 
more about Judaism. 

c) Shoroshim has made available 
a "shelf' of basic seforim and texts 
In Russian so that newly arrived 
Russians will feel more comfortable 
when they come to your shuL Speak 
to your shul and school about 
purchasing such a library of Rus
sian language books and seforim. 
The cost is only $89. 

12 

Shoroshim Children's Yeshiva-Prep Program 

4 Most of the people who work 
with Russian families don't 
believe that the way to the 

hearts of all the Russians is to invite 
them to your homes for a Shabbos 
or Yorn Tovmeal. The Russians have 
a different culture and different 
habits, and they feel uncomfortable 
not knowing what is going on. There 
are, however, groups that have been 
working with Russian families who 
now have learned "when to sit and 
when to stand. when to cry and 
when to laugh." Such families 
should be paired up with American 
fam!l!es to spend a Shabbos or a 
Yorn Tov in their homes. In fact, It 
is for this type of Russian that active 
groups are searching for host fam
ilies in their local neighborhoods. 
Let your children invite to your 
home the Russian children who are 
in their classes, children of the same 
age level with similar interests. Let 
them offer to help these children 
with their homework. 

5When we are successful in 
organizing programs for Rus
sian children or placing them 

in yeshivas, for a period of time they 
must have private tutoring to assist 
them. Call your local yeshiva or day 
school and make a family project out 
of helping tutor Russian children. 
Men, husbands, wives. sons and 
daughters can all help. What a 
beautiful idea for a family project! 

STRETCHING OURSELVES 

e Torah tells us that when 
he daughter of Pharaoh saw 
he basket containing the 

baby Moshe floating in the water. 
she stretched out her hand to reach 
the child. Rashi explains that a 
miracle transpired and her arm 
stretched to a length of many feet 
to allow her to reach the child. The 
commentaries ask: 'Why did Pha
raoh's daughter stretch out her 
hand in the first place? Didn't she 
realize that her arm was not Jong 
enough to reach the child?" 

The Kotzker Rebbe explained that 
Chazal are teaching us that 
because she saw it as her respon
sibility to reach out as far as she 
could, Hakadosh Baruch Hu 
endowed her with the supernatural 
ability that allowed her to "reach" 
the child. 

Let us too extend ourselves with 
all our abilities and in the most 
effective manner of which we are 
capable, and we can have the con
fidence that Hakodosh Baruch Hu 
will give us the ability to reach the 
children and the adults. • 
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A· T·I·M·E · F·O·R · M·U·S·I·C 
PART III 

---~------·-·1 

STARRING 
AVRAHAM FRIED I' 

WORLD PREMIERE 
~ HARMONY ~ ""ll•llliil 

A MUSICAL BLEND OF ACHDUS 

INTRODUCING 
YISROEL LAMM AND THE 
fERUSALEM BANDSTAND 

---

fKe HASC Summer 
Program provides edu
cation, training, and 
clinical services to 
physically and men
tally handicapped 
children and adults. 

TICKET PRICES: 

$1000- 7Wo Benefactor 
Tickets-Includes honorary 
citation in Stagebill . . 

$720-1\.vo Sponsor Tickets-In· 
eludes honorary citation in 
Stagebill. 
$250 - $180 - $100 - $50 

-Thr ticket 
All contributions are tax 
deductible. 

IN A SPECIAL BENEFIT CONCERT 
FOR THE CHILDREN OF 

THE HASC SUMMER PROGRAM 

SUNDAY, fANUARY 21, 1990 
AVERY FISHER HALL 

LINCOLN CENTER 
7:30P.M. 

A Sheya Mendlowitz Productio11 

A Suki eJ Ding Presentation 

Music by Neginah Orchestra 

TICKET OUTLETS: 
Brooklyn: 
HASC 
1311 Fifty-Fifth Street 
718-851-6100 

Mostly Music 
4914 Thirteenth Avenue 
718-438-7322 

Queens: 
Giftworld 
72-20 Main Street 
718-261-8233 

.CTo Sponsor a child. 
Advance Sponsor 
tickets, or further 
information, call 
718-851-6100 

A SPECIAL EVENING FOR SPECIAL CHILDREN 



Chaim Shapiro 

RABBI 
BORUCHBER 

LEIBOWITZ 
n:J1:t'.:I P'1~ l:J~ 

Fifty Years Since His Passing 

REINFORCING THE IMPRESSIONS 

TJe close of a fifty year period 
s marked by Yoveil-the 
ubilee Year. In his commen

truy on Chumash, Haamek Davar. 
the Netziv discusses the Yoveil 
directive. "And you shall return. 
every man, to his possessions, and 
every man to his family shall you 
return " (Vayikra 25,10). Even if a 
person does not have any property, 
he returns to his family roots. as all 
the family members gather together. 
The final word In this Yoveil com
mand. "toshuvu-you shall return," 
appears to be redundant for the 

Rabbi Shapiro, a talmid of Reb Baruch Ber, 
currently a Baltimore resident, is a frequent 
contributor to these pages, For additional 
information on this subject. the reader is referred 
to the author's "My Years With Reb Boruch Ber" 
(JO, Dec. '70) and "The Kamenitzer Partnership" 
(JO. Oct. '80). His autobiographical account of 
his experiences in World War II, Go. My Son, was 
recently published by Feldheim. 

The incidents described in this artlde were 
collected from various people, notably, Reh 
Baruch Ber's great-grandson. Rabbi Baruch fk>r 
Grozovsky. of Lakewood, N.J. In addition. many 
anecdotes were heard from Reb Koppel Wolpert 
(Kelmer). 
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Reb Baruch Ber, his son. Reb Yaakov 
Moshe and his nephew Reb Sholom 
Leibowitz 

opening word-veshavtem-al
ready calls for a return home. But 
of course it does have a message: 
One might apply the first command 
to the year of Yoveil alone. Each and 
every man should return to his an
cestral possessions and his family 
for the duration of the Yoveil. and 
then go back to his previous place 
of alienation. Thus the repetition: 
Bringing together all family mem
bers to their rootplace will correct 
the cause for their being scattered 
all over, and they will henceforth re
main permanently connected with 
their families. 

This Fifth of Kislev marks fifty 
years since the petira (passing) of 
Reb Boruch Ber Leibowitz. the late 
Rosh Hayeshiva ofYeshiva Knesses 
Beis Yitzchok of Slobodka and then 

Kamenitz. whose shiurim are 
recorded in the classic Birkas 
Shmuel. Ideally, a convention of all 
his talmidim should have been 
convened, to re-unite us all. But if 
a physical convention is impossible, 
then every talmid should at least 
endeavor to live through a spiritual 
get-together in his mind: With eyes 
shut in a secluded room. he should 
relive his memories of basking in 
the glow of the Rebbi, when he 
achieved an understanding of amito 
shel Torah (the true meaning of a 
Torah thought), when his shining 
face expressed the joy of perfecting 
a clear. deep sevora (explanation of 
a concept). 

Remember his delight when. in 
great excitement, he expressed his 
feelings over a commentary on the 
Gemora, with: 'What a delicious 
Rashbo!" Then, immediately cor
recting himself: "It is Ellul, and I 
must do teshuva! The entire Torah 
is so geshmak (delicious)! How did 
I dare single out one Rashbo?" 
Remembering that. the talmidim 
permit their minds to dwell on those 
"heilige words." 
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But do the talmidim transmit 
these feelings of awe to their child
ren?-to their talmidim? Do they 
realize that there is almost no one 
left who remembers those precious 
impressions?-no one who relives 
those experiences. those feelings? 

The vagaries of life take their toll. 
separating chaveirim. disassociat
ing frtends. cooling off old warm ties. 
Thus the binding theme of Yoveil 
is relevant even in our days-espe
cially in our days, when there are 
so few of us left. To draw on the 
Netziv's interpretat!on-"that they 
shall return permanently to their 
family. to correct the causes that 
separated us"-let us reinforce the 
deep impressions our Rebbi made 
on us. 

THE PERSONIFICATION OF 
''TEMIMUS" 

D oes any one remember the 
temimus shel kedusha of 
the Rosh Yeshiva-his unim

peachable sincerity? 
Rabbi Moshe David Danishevski 

had been Rav and Rosh Yeshiva in 
Slobodka. but when he became deaf 
and dim of vision in his old age. he 
invited Reb Baruch Ber to succeed 
him as Rosh Yeshiva Slobodka was 
a suburb of Kovno, which in those 
days boasted a population of talmi
dei chachamim, baalei battim 
lomdim, and geonim (a highly 
educated lay population). They all 
flocked to Slobodka to hear the first 
shiUr of the famous Reb Baruch 
Ber'l. talmid muvhok (prime disci
ple) of Reb Chaim Brisker. They had 
expected a profoundly deep lecture. 
and the shiur proved disappointing 
to them. They registered their com
plaint with Rav Danishevski, who 
was a giant in Torah in his own 
right. "Whom did you select as a 
Rosh Yeshiva?-a mediocrity?" 

The Rav went directly to Reb 
Baruch Ber to convey to him the 
disappointment of the Kovno lom
dim: this was not what they had 
expected. 

Reb Baruch Ber in his temimus 
replied. "I don't understand. Do you 
expect me to violate halacha? The 
halacha states quite clearly that a 
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Seated with the Rosh Yeshiva: the Kaminetzer Rav, Rav Reuvain Bernstein; the 
Mashgiach, Reb Nqftali; his son Reb Yaakov Moshe. Standing in the background l'"l"J) 

a young Reb Chaim Grozovsky. 

merchant should not display the 
better quality merchandise up front, 
while hiding the goods of lesser
quality underneath. This would be 
ona'a (cheating). Rashi quotes the 
Midrash to this effect (Bamidbar 
13,17). You surely don't expect me 
to cheat the public!" 

Some would dismiss this as nai
vete. but to us it demonstrated our 
Rebbi's perfect emuna in the words 
of Chazal (Rabbis at the Talmud). 
and complete subservience to 
ha la cha. 

A MATTER OF JUSTICE 

W en Reb Moshe Danishev
ki was niftar, a meeting 

was called in the Yeshiva 
building to choose another Rav. Reb 
Chaik'l the shochet ascended the 
bima and forcefully presented his 
case: "What are we looking for? For 
whom are we searching? We have 
with us the gaon and tzaddik Reb 
Baruch Ber. Let him be our Rav!" 

The crowd backed his proposal 
unanimously. This suggestion was 
not as spontaneous as it seemed, 
however, for on the spot, a completed 
ksav rabbanus (contract) was pres
ented to him! Reb Baruch Ber asked 
the assembly for time to think over 
the offer. He then whispered to the 
bachur accompanying him, Koppel 
Kelmer, "Please take me to Reb 
Moshe Mordechai's house." Reb 
Moshe Mordechai Epstein, an 

undisputed gadol, was the dayan 
of Slobodka, and Reb Baruch Ber 
considered him as having first claim 
to the position: so he personally 
delivered the contract to him. 

"You are the bar metzra (next in 
line)," said Reb Baruch Ber to Reb 
Moshe Mordechai. 'You are entitled 
to the Rabbonus of Slobodka more 
than I. So here is the Ksav Rabbo
nus. It is yours even though it 
carries my name." 

Reb Baruch Ber then returned to 
the assembly. and announced in a 
booming voice, "Maze! Tov! We have 
a new Rau! Moreinu Verabeinu 
Horav Reb Moshe Mordechai 
Epstein! Maze! Tov!" 

DEPTH OF CHARACTER-MIDOS 

m Baruch Ber's daughter 
ecame engaged to a young 
an from Kremenchug, who 

was considered one of the best 
bachurim in the Yeshiva. As was the 
custom in those days, the kalla's 
father presented the chassan with 
anewsuit.anewhatand a "tzibbale 
watch" (literally. an onion 
watch"-a large pocket watch att
ached by a gold chain to a vest 
button). Since it was not considered 
proper for an engaged couple to stay 
together in the same town, the 
chassan transferred to the Yeshiva 
in Volozhin until their projected 
wedding date. But after several 
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weeks, the chassan sent back the 
watch, suit and hat, and broke the 
engagement. 

young man had hurt his daughter, 
and the letter might be tainted with 
prejudice. He therefore asked them 
to approve the letter. He read it aloud 
to them and they all agreed that it 
was free of any ill feelings; only then 

If someone were something of a 
lamdon, Reb Baruch Ber would 
describe him as a gaon; the more 
accomplished in learning, the more 
grandiose the title. Reb Chaim Ozer 
Grodzenski once explained this 

Some time later, the Rosh Yeshiva 
received a letter from the young man 
relating that he had a possibility of 
entering into another shidduchand 
receiving a Rabbonus, but he was 
in need of a letter of recommenda
tion from the Rosh Yeshiva. Would 
he comply with this request? With
out hesitation, Reb Baruch Ber 
wrote a letter praising the chassan 
as a potential RabbiAkiva Elger, and 
then dispatched Koppel Kelmer to 
call at once Reb Moshe Perkovitz, the 
Mashgiach of the Yeshiva, Reb 
Shlomo Paretzer (Heiman-later 
Rosh Hayeshiva of Mesivta Torah 
Vodaath), Label Slonimer, and Yis
roel Filipover (Goldman-known in 
the Yeshiva as "the junior Ohr 
Somayach" for his brilliance; he 
later served as Rav in Wilkes Barre, 
Pa.). 

Reb Baruch Ber explained to the group that 
his letter of recommendation may not have 
been written as well as it should have been 
since the young man had hurt his child. He 
the ref ore asked them to approve the letter. 

Reb Baruch Ber explained to them 
that his letter of recommendation 
may not have been written as well 
as it should have been since the 

did he send it off. (The young man 
eventually became a famous Rav, 
wrote a commentary on Talmud 
Yerushalmi, but never had chil
dren.) 

EXAGGERATION IN TITLES 

S ome people faulted the Rosh 
Yeshiva for exaggerating in 
p;s letters of recommendation 

and in his semicha certifications. 

YESHIVA RABBI SAMSON RAPHAEL HIRSCH 
RIKA BREUER TEACHERS SEMINARY 

CONGREGATION K'HAL ADATH JESHURUN 

The Marriott Marquis 
New York City 

February 11. 1990 

G U E S T 0 F H 0 N 0 R 

Rabbi Joseph Elias N"IJ''"' 
Principal Beth Jacob Hif!h School 

Yeshiva Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch 

Principal. Rika Breuer Teachers Seminazy 

tendency: "To Reb Baruch Ber, 
Torah is as overwhelmingly impor
tant as money is to others." 

For instance. when a person has 
a half-million rubles, people will call 
him a millionaire. And should he 
possess a million, people will des
cribe him as a multi-millionaire. It 
is human nature to exaggerate in 
regard to items that people admire 
and value. Reb Baruch Ber valued 
Torah above all else, and thus, a 

A!ljriends of Torah are invited to help celebrate and pay tribute 
to Rabbi Elias' leadership in Torah Chinuch throllflhout the world 

For Journal ad and Dinner reservations call 
(212) 568·6250 
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person who had even a small mea
sure of Torah was fortunate beyond 
any reckoning in the eyes of the 
Rosh Yeshiva. 

CALCULATIONS 

T:aditionally. semicha was 
only conferred by Rabbonim, 
never by a Rosh Yeshiva, for 

the halacha prescribes that only a 
person who has semicha can give 
semicha. Just as a professor in 
Medical School may teach medicine 
without being qualified to write a 
prescription. so. too, did many a 
Rosh Hayeshiva lack a semicha. 
without in any way reflecting on his 
ability to teach Torah. Thus, when 
the Chofetz Chaim was preparing 
for his trip to Vienna to take part 
in the Knessia Gedolah (World 
Congress) of Agudath Israel, he 
could not get a passport, for he had 
no semicha to back his claim that 
he was traveling on a religious 
mission. How could one explain to 
a Polish non-Jew that the leader and 
mentor of all rabbis never "gradu
ated" rabbinical school. was never 
ordained as a rabbi, and had no 
piece of paper to show for his 
accomplishments? The organizers 
of the Knessia Gedolah rushed to 
Vilna. where Reb Chaim Ozer wrote 
out a semicha for him .... Similarly. 
when the R idvaz left Slutsk for 
America, the townspeople invited 
Reb Isser Zalman Meltzer, the Rosh 
HaYeshiva of Slutsk, to become 
their Rav. He protested that he did 
not have semicha; so Reb Chaim 
Brisker wired him semicha by 
telegram. 

Reb Boruch Ber was one of the 
few Roshei Hayeshtva who did have 
semicha. for he had served as a Rav. 
When he was in Holusk. in 1900, a 
former talmid-whose parents were 
divorced-asked him for semtcha. 
As was his custom, Reb Boruch Ber 
wrote out a document for him, full 
of exceptional praises. but in refer
ring to the applicant's father. who 
was one of the great Rabbonim in 
Russia, he merely said "Horav." The 
applicant was deeply disappointed. 
"Rebbe," he pleaded, "!wish that I 
knew half the Torah that my father 
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Reb Baruch Ber with Rav Aharon Kotler 
in Dacha (sum mer retreat) 

knows. and you title him merely 
'Horav,' while you lavish so much 
praise on me!" 

Replied the Rebbi 'You'll surely 
show this document to your mother. 
Ordinarily. she would have loads of 
nachas, but also loads of pain. The 
way I wrote it. she'll have loads of 
nachas, but very little pain." 

His concern for the sensitive 
feelings of a Bas Yisroel was truly 
phenomenal. 

AHAVASHATORAHAND 
MODESTY IN TORAH 

b Boruch Ber had such 
oundless love for talmidei 
hachamim, that he would 

embrace and kiss each one he met. 
He even extended this love to their 
sons and grandchildren. On one 
particular occasion, a modern
dressed. clean-shaven man with a 
modish hat, looking far from the 
typical ben Torah, paid him a visit. 
The RoshHaYeshiVa welcomed him 
with great love and affection, to the 
puzzlement of everyone in the 
house. It turned out that he was the 
grandson of the Rav in Ozevitz. This 
Rav once had erred in a psak 
halacha. so he decided to leave his 
position to return to his studies in 
yeshiva for twt.lve years, plus one 
year of practical halacha (shimush) 

ILLUMINATE 
the laws of Olanukah with 
Moznaim's vocalized text of the 
Shulchan Arnch and Mappah. Oearly 
and accurately translated by R3bbi 
Aryeh Kaplan. The Laws of 
Chanukah includes a digest of 
major commentaries, _.._.,.,,". 
as we!! as many 
important responsa 
including such \ 
contemporary works 
as those of the 
renowned R3bbi 
Moshe Feinstein. zt"L 
Extensively examining 
custom as we!! as law, 
The l..aw.s of Chanukah provides 
the reader with a deeper insight 
into al! aspects of the Festival of 
Lights. $6_00 

BRIGHTEN 
your youngster's Chanulmh with the 
whimsical, magical, thoroughly 
delightful The Chanukah 
Adventures of Yossi Ille Dreamer. 
Written by Leibe! Estrin and 
illustrated by David Sears. this book 

is an enchanting 
addition to the 
popular Moznaim 
library for young 
readers. Join 
loveable Yossi 
as he conjures 
up character 
after character 
in the Chanukah 

story and finally 
dis(overs the tme meaning of 
Chanukah - and all our holidays. 

$7.50 

Plomaim Publishing 
4304 · 12th Avenue 

Broooklyn. N.Y. 11219 
(718) 438-7680 (718) 853-0525 
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under Reb Binyomin Diskin. During 
all the years of his absence, the town 
kept the rabbonus open for him, 
until his return! In admiration for 
this amazing Rav and the most 
remarkable town, Reb Boruch Ber 
showered love and affection on this 
Rav's grandchild. 

• 
Reb Boruch Ber once said in a 

shiur: "Reb lsser Zalman learns 
pshat in Rambam this way. I learn 
pshat in another way. And even 
Reb Isser Zalman himself admitted 
that his pshat is the better one." 

THE REBBl-AND ms REBBI 

b Shalom Leibowitz, the 
Rebbi's nephew, also served 
s his right hand. He would 

review the Rosh Hayeshiva 's shiur 
for the public; he helped prepare the 
Rebbi's seforim for publication; he 
was also the Rosh Hayeshiva's 
companion whenever he had to 
travel somewhere. Once, on the way 
to a siyum hashas celebration, the 

Rebbi complained, "Gevalt I have 
nothing to say!" 

At the simcha Reb Boruch Ber 
delivered an extraordinary Dvar 
Torah. Reb Shalom, who was accus
tomed to his uncle's greatness, was 
awe-struck. Asked Reb Shalom, 
"The Rebbi was worried that he has 
nothing to say. and he said such 
marvelous Torah!" 

"Ay. Shalom, Shalom," the Rebbi 
replied, "usually 1 am metzamtzem 
(take pains) to saypreciselywhat the 
Rebbi [Reb Chaim] would find 
acceptable. and eliminate the rest. 
This time, I did not have a chance 
to select and reject, so I could say 
wagon-loads of Torah." 

• 
He was a gifted baal menagen. 

When he davened Musafim on the 
Yomim Noraim, the sweetness of his 
voice and his teaiful rendition 
combined to make an unforgetta
ble experience. One Purim, a 
bachur remarked to him that Reb 
Chaim Brisker could not carry a 
tune. Reb Boruch Ber's intense love 
and respectfor Torah extended to 

The Rosh Yeshiva in discussion with 
two talmidim at the Dacha 

his father and his Rebbi. And now 
someone had insulted his Rebbil 
He became ghostly pale. After a 
tense five minutes, which seemed 

An indispensable companion for Chanukah ... 
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PATTERNS IN TIME-Chanukah 
by Rav Matis Weinberg 

A guide to Chanukah as hidden in talrnudic, rnidrashic, and rabbinic sources. 
• A dramatic and moving picture of the historical processes that created Chanukah, 

spanning time from Gan Eden through the Messianic age. In a delightfully eclectic 
structuring of rich sources, this book uncovers a hidden Chanukah-illuminating 
along the way some of the central concepts in Torah. 

• This is a work infused with awe for the teachings of Chazal, exposing the multi
leveled architecture they created to lead us through the bewildering multiplicity of 
details and layers of meaning in the Torah. 

• A relevant and sensitive examination of assimilation and divisiveness in the Jewish 
people, this is a book you will want to read time and again. 

• 381 pp.; $16.95 hardcover. Also available: Patterns in Time-Rosh haShana 

" ... Awesome words with the pawer to uplift the heart above, full of wisdom and pure yiras 
shomayim." Rav Ya'akov Yitzchak Ruderman zt"I 

n ... rich in content, glowing with depth and breadth .. " Rav Shlomo Wolbe shlit"a 

"Every word built and based on Cho.zal, with enormous range, profound analysis, and ex-
traordinary attention to detail. .. " Rav Simcha Zissel Broide shlit"a 

.1\vailable <it'.all Jewlsh:bbokStotes or <lirec_t from: 

FELD HEIM.PUBLISHERS 
200 Airport Execrit,ive Paik, Spring Valley, N.Y. 10977 
\eL\914)356-2281 (.'.foll free 800-237· 7149 

Vi,;a & MasterCard accepted 
Send for your free copy o'f 

our new Jubilee catalog. 
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more like an hour. he broke out in 
a smile and commented, "A person 
is created with maalos and chisro
nos. positive and negative attrib
utes. When Heaven gave my Rebbi 
his vast koach haTorah-his un
usual abilities in understanding 
Torah-there was a necessity to 
give him a chisaron, too. so he 
wasn't able to sing.As for me. I have 
no maalos. Heaven had to grant me 
something ... so I can sing ... 

• 
It seemed as though Reb Baruch 

Ber actually succeeded in emulating 
his Rebbi's way of thinking. When 
still a bachur in the Yeshiva of 
Volozhin. Reb Baruch Ber learned 
bechavrusa (in partnership) with 
Reb Zelig Reuvain Benges-eventu
ally the Rav of the Eida Hacharei
dis in Jerusalem. Once. their voices 
thundered in sharp disagreement 
over how to interpret a passage in 
the Rashbo. Reb Chaim passed by. 
listened to both sides and gave the 
final verdict: "One should say the 
Rashbo like Reb Reuvain. but one 
should learn it like the Slutzker"
a reference to Reb Baruch Ber who 
was from Slutzk . 

• 
Reb Baruch Ber once saw a tal-

mid reading an article in Moment 
Magazine, a Warsaw-based publi
cation that ridiculed religious 
concepts. He reprimanded the 
young man. and was visibly upset 
for the following week. Someone 
attempted to console the Rosh 
Hayeshiva. arguing that Torah 
protects its studentsfrom harm. 

"Torah. yes," responded Reb 
Baruch Ber. "But my Rebbi /Reb 
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With eyes shut in a secluded 
room, every talmid should 
relive his memories of basking 
in the glow of the Rebbi. 

Standing: Hts son, Reb Yaakov Moshe and son ts law, Reb Moshe 
Bernstein. Seated: Rav Reuvain Grozovsky. 

LAKEWOOD. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
SOUTH BEND. 

Under the guidance of Rabbi Rcphael Moshe Gettinger, a product of both the 
Lakewood and Philadelphia Yeshivas, the Rabbi Naftali Riff Yeshiva in South 
Bend, Indiana, in just a little more than a year, has blossomed into an important 
Torah Center. The Yeshiva has 40 students in the Beis Medrash and High School 
from across the United States, Canada and Europe. With the emphasis on 
growth in studies and in middos, the Yeshiva last year completed the tractates 
of Pesachim and Makkos. As the student population at the Yeshiva increases, 
straining the facilities, the first of several buildings on the drawing boards is 
under construction and is to be in use soon as the new Beis Medrash study hall. 
1~his new 4,800 sq. ft. structure adds to the five buildings that have been pro
viding the physical plant for the Yeshiva on a lovely 12 acre campus complete with 
Beis Medrash, Library, Dormitory, Dining and Recreational facilities in a lovely 
small-town setting, and has received the endorsement of leading rabbinic figures 
in America. 

Registration is now open for Elul 5750 I August 1990 for 
9th & 10th grade High School and Beis Medrash 

SOUTH BEND, INDIANA 
3207 S. High Streef, Soufh Bend, IN 46614 (219) 291-9014 

Rabbi -Aabbinleal Advisory Board-
Rabbi Y. Eichenste!n-Chicago, !L Rabbi Y. Perlow-Brooklyn, NY Rephoel Moshe Gettinger 

Rosh Hoyeshlva/Deon Rabbi J. Enas-Monsey, NY Rabbi B. Rothman-Cherry Hill, NJ 

Rabbi 
Yisroel Gettinger 

Rosh Hoyeshiva/Presldent 

Rabbi Ch. Fasman-Los Angeles, CA Rabbi A. Schechter-Brooklyn, NY 
Rabbi E. Gettinger-New York, NY Rabbi E. Svei-Philadelphia, PA 
Rabbi $. Kaminetsky-Philadelphia, PA Rabbi N. Wachfogel-Lakewood, NJ 
Rabbi L Levin-Southfield, Ml Rabbi B. Wein-Monsay, NY 

Rabbi Y. Weinberg-Baltimore. MO 
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WITH YOUR 
BUSINESS 
ANO PERSONAL 
INSURANCE" 
/RV/NG SAFRIN 

INSURANCE 

Monticello (914) 796-1500 
Monsey (914) 425-1985 

AN URGENT REMINDER 
FROM 

CHEVRA DOR YESHORIM 
YOUNG PEOPLE OF MARRIAGEABLE AGE MUST BE TESTED 

in order to prevent !he scourge of Jay,Sachs disease from striking the.next 
generation, in accordance with the directives of the Gedolei Hador. 

SCHOOLS and YESHIVOS: 
Please call 718-384-2332 if you are 

interested in having testing done for students. 
Genetic counseling is also available. 

Call for an appointment: 
(718) 384-6060 or (914)783-1370 

Confidentiality assured. 

CHEVRA DOR YESHORIM, INC. 
160 Wilson Street, 1-B, Brooklyn, NY 11211 

SINAI ACADEMY 
Yeshiva High School For Russian Immigrants 
In cooperation with 

VAAD C HATZOLAS NIDCHEI YISROEL 
Opens Communications Between Brothers 

\ 
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DA! f'lfE§~ 
I WOULD LIKE TO 
LEARN RUSSIAN 

Classes in 
conversational Russian 

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 
SINAI ACADEMY 

1400 W. 6th ST. (NEAR. 65th ST.) IN BROOKLYN 
Separate Classes For Men & ladies 

FOR INFORMATION CALL (718) 256-7 400 

Chaim] said that when someone 
reads sifrei minnus (heretical 
works), his Torah-study is not 
Torah." 

• 
Reb Yona Minsker, a talmidofReb 

Baruch Ber and chaver of his son
in-Iaw and successor, Reb Reuvain 
Grozovsky, had emerged as one of 
the gedolim in Mir. At the outbreak 
of World War II, when the yeshivas 
of Poland took refuge in Vilna, Reb 
Yona would discuss topics in Tal
mud with Reb Baruch Ber. (During 
this period of time, Reb Baruch Ber 
davened in a small, obscure shtiebel 
in deference to Reb Lazar Yudel 
Finkel, Rosh Hayeshiva of Mir, 
whose group occupied an imposing 
shul in Vilna.) Reb Baruch Ber 
listened to Reb Yona. offered his own 
approach, but admitted that he had 
heard yet a different approach to the 
contested topic in the name of the 
Brisker Rav, son of his revered 
Rebbi, Reb Chaim. Reb Baruch Ber 
added, 'Tl! have to figure out some 
way to reconcile our views"-even 
though the Brisker Rav was his 
junior by a dozen years. 

'Why?" asked Reb Yona. "So you 
disagree with the Brisker Rav. Is 
that so terrible?" 

To which Reb Baruch Ber com
mented, "J pity you bnei Torah. that 
you take me to be the bar plugta 
(an equal disputant) of the Brisker 
Rav!" 

AHAVAS YISROEL 

m Baruch Ber judged him
lf quite critically-'When I 
II stand before the Heav

enly Court, and they will ask me, 
What merit have you brought with 
you?' what shall I answer-Torah? 
Is my Torah knowledge worthy 
enough to be mentioned?-Fear of 
Heaven? Are my deeds worthy of 
that description? There is only one 
thing I could possibly claim-that 
I loved every Jew with all my heart. 
Whenever I walk in the street and 
I see a Jew, one thought comes to 
me-'a blessing on his head!'" 
(quoted in Marbitzei Torah Umus
sar, by Aaron Surasky) 
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In those days, every baa! agolla 
(wagon driver) carried along a 
futter-pieces of hide for the pas
sengers to wrap themselves. for 
protection from the elements. Once 
a bachur came to say goodbye 
before going home for Pesach. 
Asked the Rebbi, "Do you have a 
coat? 

"No," was the reply. 
"Then take my furcoat it will 

keep you wann." 
The boy refused, knowing well 

that a chassan receives a peltz 
f urcoatfor a wedding gift expecting 
it to last a lifetime. He wouldn't 
dare think of taking the Rosh 
Yeshiva's coat 

Grunem Landau was present 
and he could not understand the 
Rosh Yeshiva's insistence that the 
youngfellow take thepeltz, and not 
make do with the pieces Qf hide in 
the wagon. 

"What's my yichus (special sta
tus) over the young man?" asked 
Reb Boruch Ber. "The fact that I 
study Torah ?-So does he! I am not 
superior to him!" 

• 
Most every kitchen in Eastern 

Europe had a clay oven. The main
tenance trade was mostly in non
Jewish hands, but there were a few 
Jewish clay-oven-masters. Once, 

The Rebbi turned white. Imagine 
robbing a man of his birthright as 
a Jew! He lowered himself to the 
floor. kissed the man, and begged 
his forgiveness a thousand times. 

• 
Reb Boruch Ber's intense love and 
respect for Torah extended to his 
father and his Rebbi. And now some
one had insulted his Rebbi! He became 
ghostly pale. 

when her oven broke, the Rebbetzin 
called in a Jewish tradesman to fix 
it. The next morning. when the 
Rebbi entered the kitchen, he 
noticed a man on the floor fixing the 
oven. He greeted him in Polish: 
"Dzien dorbry panie (Good morn
ing, sir)." 

The man replied, "Gutt morgen, 
Rebbi." 

Reb Koppel Kelmer recalls how 
a man came to Reb BoruchBer with 
a chicken she'eila I a question 
regarding its kashrusJ. There were 
several dayanim in Slobodka, and 
since Reb Boruch Ber served exclu
sively as Rosh Yeshiva, he thought 
it improper to encroach on the 
domain of others. So he asked, 
'Why did you come to me? We have 

HEAR BEREISHIS AS NEVER BEFORE 
with Rabbi Yissocher Frand 

Introducing the ~ccond series of powerful, moving . .Jiiurim by Rahhi Yissochcr Frand. Magid Shiur al Ner Israel 

Yeshiva in Baltimore and one of today\ most dynamic young speakers. 
Recorded from his popular weekly shiur at Baltimore's Agudath lsrneL the 1apes put yl'>U into the bai~ mcdrnsh 

with Rabbi Frand. You·ll journey through the development of Halacha from the Chumash through poskim 

to current responsa. Each 1ape concludes with 20 minu1cs of Hashkafa and ethical application~ related 

to that Parsha. 

BEREISHJS: SERIES II 

[J Hereishis-Anificia! Insemination [J Toldos-Non-koshcr Medicines and the Birchas 

[~j Noach-Ma'ariv and Mit7:vos In the Land Harciach (Scents) 

Of the Midnight Sun CJ Vayeitzci-Honoring Parents Who Arc Not Observant 

[J Lech Lccha---Bris Milah: The Metzitzah [] Vayishlach-Tomhstones: Ha!achic Questions and 

Controversy 

[J Va~·eira-The Tzava'ah (Last Wll! and 

Tes1amen1) of Rabheinu Ychuda 

Haclrnsid 

[J Chayei Sarah-Superstition In Halacha 

Answers 
Cl Vayeishev-Katlanis: The Twice Widowed Woman 

D M;keit,-Pcoh;h;"o"' o"';og T;m" of c,;," 
[] Vayigash-The Uses of Snow In Halaclrn 

[] Vayechi~--The Yissocher-Zcvulun Partnership 

TO ORDER , send $7 per tape (includes shipping and handling). OR send £65 for the entire Bereishis: Series IL all twelve tapes (a $84 value). 

A catalogue listing all of Rahhi Frand's tapes will be included with each order. Make check payable to Yad Ycchlcl Foundation. P.O. Box 51 !, 

Owings Mi!l~. MD 21117-05 ! 1. Tc!. (30! )358~04!6 U.S. funds only. 

Nam c -----------------------------------Add res s -·---------------------------------·-------C i t y ________________ $tat e ___ Zip ___ _ 

(ALSO AVAILABLE AT EICHLF.R'S AND OTHER FINE BOOKSTORES) 

Yad Yechiel is a qualified non-profit organization dedicated to the memory of Reh Yechiel hen Reh Nachman Dovid HaLeivi. 

The Jewish Observer, December 1989 21 



dayanimfor your purpose." 
Answered the man, "I went to Reb 

Moshe Mordechai Epstein, and he 
wasn't home. I went to another 
dayan-a!so not home. Rebbi, your 
psak is good enough for me." 

Reb Baruch Ber asked the man 
to sit down and then whispered to 
Koppel, "Take the chicken and 
we'll cross the brtdge to Kovno. to 
the Dayan. Reb Lazer Lemer." 

The dayan was overwhelmed by 
the visitor. They embraced, kissed, 

was almost in tears, mumbling, 
"What are we going to do now? The 
poor man has one little chicken for 
Shabbos. and we have to ·inform 
him that it's treifl" 

As they entered the house. the 
man fidgeted, and asked ner
vously, ''Rebbi, where have you 
been? And what about the 
chicken?" 

With a broken heart. Reb Baruch 
Ber asked, "Do you perhaps have 
another chicken?" 

Reb Boruch Ber commented, "I pity 
you bnei Torah, that you take me to be 
the bar plugta (an equal disputant) of 
the Brisker Rav!" 

and began to discuss Torah topics. 
forgetttng about the chicken-until 
Koppel finally tugged on his Reb
bi's sleeve and quietly asked, 
''What about the chicken?" 

"No, Rebbi. I spent my last ruble 
for that chicken." 

The Rebbi went into the kitchen. 
removed a chicken from the boiling 
pot, wrapped it up and handed it 
to the man. "Here is a chickenfor 
you, and have a gutn Shabbos. As 
for the other chicken.feed it to your 
dog." 

The Rebbi placed the chicken on 
the table, and after a quick glance, 
the dayan pronounced it treif. On 
the walk home, Reb Baruch Ber 
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THE YI'l"I'Y LEIBEL 

HELP-LINE 
A Free Service of the Yitty Leibel Chesed Fund 
•·Marit~problems? 
• Overpowering stress? 

• Fear .of break-down? 
•Parent-child friction? 

l)oyou have problemslikethese and are afraid or ashamed to talk to 
anyone?, ... Do you want a trained, wise, warm professional who will 
talk,to ¥OU on the phone? 

SomeoftheTorah.cotnmunity's highly sk!Hed psychologists, social 
workers, and therapists are ready to help. Your consultation will be 
ttMted with the utmost discretion. You may remain anonymous if you 

· prefet,.They understand. They'retrained. They have Ahavas Yisrael. 

H 0 u 
Sunday through Friday 
Sunday, Monday, Tuesday 
Wednesday, Thursday 

R s 
8:00-12:00 Noon 
9:00-11:00 PM 
8:00-l l:OO PM 

Dial (718) HELP,NOW (435-7669) 
This pto)_ect has:bl!en approved_ by leading Torah authorities. 

For informatkm pnlyeaU (118)435.7706. 

When the Rebbetzin returned 
from the market she checked the 
pot on the stove and found it empty. 
She knocked gently on the door of 
her husband's room so as not to 
disturb himfrom learning, "Baruch 
Ber'l," she said. "I know it's very 
hard to catch a live chicken-she 
flies, she jumps. But how did a 
dead chicken ever fly out of a 
boiling pot?" 

From within, the Rosh Yeshiva's 
voice said, "Get another chickerL I'll 
tell you the rest later." 

OF LOVE, PAIN, AND ETERNITY 

Rlb Baruch Ber was strongly 
opposed to reading newspap
rs: in fact, their secular, 

anti-religious editorial slant made 
their mere presence repulsive. Dur
ing Hitler's early years, he was seen 
scanning a newspaper. When asked 
about that in view of his rejection 
of papers, he said, "Jews are suffer
ing. I must read about their prob
lems so I can share their pain."* 

Several years later. the same 
talmid saw him push a newspaper 
off his table with the back of his arm, 
avoiding direct contact out of abhor-
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rence of its contents. "But Rebbi," 
asked the talmid, "don't you care to 
find out about Jewish suffering?" 

He responded, "One must share 
in every individual's pain. If we deal 
in the suffering of such large 
numbers. however. it becomes 
impossible to relate to the individ
uals. and we become numb, indif
ferent. and callous." 

• 
Reb Boru.ch Ber often expressed 

his vast love for his children and 
grandchildren. Of course, he had 
boundless nachas whenever one of 
them asked a kushya, or gave a 
good teretz. And what did this 
loving Zeide give his grandson in 
honor qf his Bar Mitzva? Money?
He had none. Seforim?-Impossi
ble to buy. According to Rabbi 
Chaim Grozovsky, his grandson.for 
his Bar Mltzva, his grandfather 
gave him a kiss, a bracha, and 
advice: to cry when he says ''Atta 
chonein le'adam daas"-the prayer 
for wisdom. 

• 
Among the many hundreds of 

talmidim of the Yeshiva ofVolozhin 
were some who later turned to 
Haskalla (such as the poet Chaim 
Nachman Bialik). In regard to those 
of his former classmates who spe
cialized in the "scientific study of 
Judaism," Reb Baruch Ber said, 
'The Maskillim know when and 
where Abaye was born, and when 
and where Abaye died. We know 
where the heilige Abaye lives! Right 
before our eyes in the heilige 
Gemorar' 

Reb Isser Zalman used to say. 
"Reb Baruch Ber is the Rebbi of our 
generation. And his Torah will live 
and be studied until Moshiach will 
come." 

We know where our Rebbi lives
in his heilige seforim and in 
yeshivas around the world where 
they are studied with great effort, 
awe, and joy.• 

*His son·in-law. Reb Reuvain Grozovsky. carried 
on Reb Boruch Ber's concern to share in the 
tzores of his fellow Jews, and from the !ate 30's 
through the war years, Reb Reuvain was 
immersed in hatzalah (rescue) efforts-espe
dallythrough the Vaad Hatzala, and later as head 
of Moetzes Gedolei HaTorah (Council of Torah 
Sages) of Agudath Israel of America. 
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and$AVE 
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save up to 47% off the single· 
copy price (a savings of over 
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scribe for, the more you save. 

And this introductory offer is fully guaranteed. You have but to ask and you will receive 
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If You Think all KosherChickens 
are the Same, ain! 

At Empire Kosher, we breed them, hatch them.feed them, grow them 
and process them. That's the Empire Kosher difference. 

Consider the Empire Control• 
At Empire Kosher, the world's largest producer of
naturally grown, kosher poultry, we've been process
ing chickens for over 50 years with strict adherence to 
the laws of Kashruth. We've been doing it without 
hormones, without artificial ingredients and without 
growth stimulants u long before consumers became 
concerned with what they're eating. 
In today's world of highly processed foods where 
labels read like a chemistry textbook, our Empire 
Kosher poultry is still grown and processed naturally. 
We use only cold water which we believe helps keep 
contamination and bacterial 
growth to a minimum. 

From breeding to finished 
product, we consider Em
pire Kosher's tota11y in
tegrated process unique 
among kosher poultry 
processors in the United 
States and possibly the 
world. Of course, the entire 
process is under uncom
promising Rabbinical super
vision. 

Consider the Breeding· Not every 
breed of chicken is suitable for the kosher process. 
Consequently, Empire Kosher has been instrumental 
in the development of an exceptional breed of chick
en, exclusively created for the demanding kosher 
market. The special Empire Kosher chicken is express
ly chosen for its superior eating quality. At our breed
ing farm, our geneticists hand-select stock for the 
leanest Empire Kosher chicken possible, with thinner, 
less fatty skin and more meat. Empire chickens are 
allowed extra time to develop maximum flavor, result
ing in the world-famous Empire kosher excellence. 

Consider the Hatching. Every chick· 
en used in Empire's Grow-Out program is hatched 
in our own facility. Every single chick leaving our 
hatchery meets Empire's uncompromising stand
ards for the highest kosher quality. 

Consider the Feeding • All feed used 
in the growing of Empire Kosher poultry is 
produced by our own feed mill under Rabbinic 
supervision. From the purchase of only the best 
raw grain to the exact formulation of the highest 
quality, all natural feed, and the manufacture of 

complete and nutritionally balanced feed ra-
tions, Empire Kosher is in control every step 

of the way. Empire Kosher relies on a net

work of local farmers to raise our ko

sher chickens to our exacting stan

dards. Proper care and feeding of 

Empire's chickens are carefully 

monitored throughout the grow

ing process. In accordance with 

the Jewish dietary laws, all animals 

must be humanely treated. Thus, Empi

re's special poultry is allowed freedom from 
cages and allowed to roam in chicken houses. 

Consider the Processing· Our 
processing plant is the most modern kosher 
poultry plant in the United States. It is especially 
designed for kosher product flow. Under constant 
Rabbinic supervision, Empire Kosher strives for a 
minimum of product handling to bring consumers 
everywhere an assured quality kosher product. 
Often, USDA approved poultry is rejected by 0-U 
Rabbinic supervisors. Therefore, only unques
tionably kosher poultry which meets all the stand
ards of Kashruth carry the Empire "Symbol of 
Excellence" wing clip. 

,Special 

THE QUALl1Y OF A PRODUCT IS ONLY AS GOOD AS ITS COMPONENTS COW 
.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--1\\7ATER1--~~ 
THE CHICKEN OF TOMORROW-TODAY 1-800-EMPIRE-4 PrOCRSsed 





MECHON HAHOYROA 
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ONE OF THE MOST 
INNOVATIVE TORAH PROJECTS 

OF THE 20TH CENTURY 
IS THREATENED WITH EXTINCTION 

14 years of existence with the most fruitful results. 
THIS IS WHAT MIGHT COME TO A HALT: 

• 40 kollel fellows studying from early morning to late at night 
• Completion of the entire shulchan aruch, starting from choshen mishpat and even haezer 
• A daily beis din active in Bora Park and Monsey 
• Dayanim, to assure impartiality, receive no recompense 
• Daily shailos from rabbonim and baalei batim on the most difficult subjects 
• Deeds, contracts, wills, prenuptial agreements, pruzbel, heter iska. 

All prepared halachically and legally 
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Rabbinical Court & Adjudication and Institute for Halachic Research 
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Bais Din (914) 352-8444/5 Bais Horoa (914) 425-7498 



Judaica vs. the Classics 

in the 
Yeshiva English Department 

Curriculum 
A Letter & Response 

To the Editor: 
Among the numerous articles in 

The Jewish Observerregarding cur
riculum and text books in yeshivas, 
two advocated the use of ,Judaica 
(JO May '88, by Rabbi Kasnett and 
Yaffa Ganz). I would agree that 
secular literature is faulty in con
tent. yet Orthodox-spawned litera
ture is not without its problems. 

Before focusing on 'Why can't 
Avrumie read?," which was the 
theme of Rabbi Kasnett's article, we 
should rather ask: 'What is the 
purpose of his secular educa
tion?"-and then choose texts 
accordingly. Is the goal to get 
A vrumie to college? Then certain 
texts must be used, and the question 
is How? If not, then the sole purpose 
is to teach basic reading skills while 
keeping Avrumie isolated from non
Jewish culture; for this, Judaica 
might suffice. But if the goal is also 
to prepare our children to face non
Jewish culture with guidance and 
caution, Judaica defeats the 
purpose. 
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When consulted on the idea of 
using Judaica to teach English 
language skills, the Satmar Rebbe 
'""· responded in the negative, 
explaining that we must clearly 
distinguish in the minds of the 
talmidim what is kodesh (sacred) 
and what is chol (secular). The use 
of Judaica literature will totally 
dissolve this havdala and is there
fore not acceptable. In the broader 
yeshiva world. we are confusing the 
children. On the one hand, we 
present them with a college-oriented 
curriculum, and a regents diploma 
is a necessity; on the other hand, 
college attendence is discouraged. 
Of course Avrumie can't read. He is 
getting confused messages: "You 
must study secular subjects," and, 
"It isn't really all that important." 

I would like to point out other 
problems regarding the use of 
Judaica. First of all, as Yaffa Ganz 
writes, we would need to raise a large 
group of Orthodox writers. I wonder: 
as a nation that has gone through 
many stages and wanderings, and 

has produced hundreds and thou
sands of sefortm. we are acknowl
edged as the "people of the book." 
We never had any tradition of 
fiction! Stories of Gedolim, yes; 
fiction. no. 

A second point: if the yeshiva 
distributes Judaica as part of its 
curriculum, the books will have a 
definite stamp of kashrus upon 
them: and as thenuthors proliferate, 
so too will the standards. It is far 
easier to say, 'We are now learning 
non.Jewish culture. It is not our 
culture, it is not our values, but 
being in golus, we must study this," 
than saying, "This Judaica is . not 
kosher because we are more Ortho
dox: the author isn'tjrum enough." 
Or: "He calls himself Orthodox, but 
really isn't." 

A final point: some children are 
voracious readers, and read any
thing and everyihing they can get 
their hands on. The public library, 
which was once a decent source of 
reading material, is today a hazard-

( Continued on page 30) 
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h.c. $11.95 

ew from Hanoch Teller ... 

Stories & recollections from the colorful 
Chassidic Court of the Bostoner Rebbe 
The BOSTONER • A Chassidic Rebbe in 20th century 
America-especially one as public and as prominent as 
Rabbi Levi Yitchok Horowitz-is bound to have some 
extraordinary stories to tell. And he does! 

Combine those stories with the masterful and enter
taining writing style of Hanoch Teller, and you have a 
book of unparalleled inspiration. 

Culled from over 40 years of communal service, these 
stories are engrossing, vivid, and uplifting; they provide 
readers with a glimpse into the struggles and drama, the 
sorrows and joys, that comprise the life of a Jewish leader. 

As the Bostoner Rebbe says in his own Foreword: "If 
this book will encourage its readers to reach out and 
touch the lives of others-<layenu)" 
208 pages with over 36 pages of rare and memorable 
photographs 

nd if one new book from Hanoch Teller 
is not enough .. . then here's another! 

PICHIFKES: stories heard on the road and by the way • 'Pichifkes' is a 
yiddish term that connotes small, precious curios, and this latest collection from 
Hanoch Teller is a treasure chest of such precious gems-true stories of faith, 
courage, and hope. 

Rabbi Teller is a globe-trotting, modern-day Maggid, and wherever he goes he 
hears new, inspiring stories. He's gathered these many stories heard 'from around 
the world' and he's put them into another brilliant volume. 

As always, each story is skillfully crafted, illuminating a point of Divine 
Providence or paying tribute to human courage and kindness. You won't want to 
miss the inspiration and the excitement-of 'Pichifkes.' 

companion volume to the 
contemporary classic-CHALLENGE. 

ENCOUNTER: Essays on Torah & Modern Life 
Edited by H. Chaim Schimmel & Aryeh Carmell • Here are 18 incisive 

essays dealing with the Torah's perspective on such topics as faith, miracles, ethics, 
societal issues, science, Eretz Yisroel, and much more. 

Among the authors contributing to this volume are: J. David Bleich, Herman Branover, Aryeh. 
Carmell, Cyril Domb, Immanuel Jakobovits, Leo Levi, Alvin Radkovsky, and prominent others. 

ENCOUNTER is bound to stimulate as much discussion as its predecessor-if not more! h.c. $18.95 



ords to stimulate the Jewish mind and heart. 

STRIVE FOR TRUTH II The ethical works of Rabbi Eliyahu Dessler are truly unique. Like a prism, Rabbi Dessler took in light from the 
masters of Torah 'hashkofo' throughout the ages; and like a prism, Rabbi Dessler illuminates these eternal teachings for the contemporary 
Jew-inspiring them with his own clear and penetrating vision. 

We are proud to announce the appearance of STRIVE FOR TRUTH-PART 3 (which concludes the translation of Mich/av Me-Eliyahu
Volume 1) . 

. Here is a volume of inspiring thought-insights into free will, the world of nature, the yetzer, repentance, the unity of Creation, and 
much more-all rendered into a matchless English by Rabbi Aryeh Carmell. 

Strive for Truth is must reading for all those who desire to expand their understanding of the Jewish mind, the Jewish heart, and the 
Jewish world·view. -, 

Part 3-h.c. $14.95 11it~· 
p.b. $11.95 \ 

3VotumeSet 
in attractive slipcase $39.95 

ew .. .from the 
author of Shira 's 
Summer and 
Shira's New Start. 
THE ENCHANTED 
CIRCLE II Rivkah Seltzers 
hobbies are unlike those of her 

h.c. $12.95 p.b. $9.95 classmates, and because she 
. does not share their interests-she does not fit into their 
·enchanted, friendly circle.' 

Then Rivkah stumbles upon the unfortunate plight of a 
neighbor: Mr. Fine, an old bookseller, is being unjustly 
threatened over a rare manuscript he possesses. Rivkah thinks 

of a plan to save Mr. 
Fine, but can only 
succeed with the help of 
family and friends. 

The result is a story 
that successfully 
weaves together many 
strands of thought: It's 
exciting, charming, 
deeply insightful, and in· 
structive-all at the 
same time. 

The Enchanted 
Circle, by Libby 
Lazewnik, will delight
and enchant-young 
readers everywhere. 

SHARING A 
SUNSHINE 

UMBRELLA II Mimmy 
and Simmy are at it 

again ... and that's good 
news for young Jewish 

readers! 
While jumping rope 

one day, Mimmy and 
Simmy get into an 

argument and end up 
not talking to one 

another. It takes a wise 
teacher and a bit of 

cloudy weather to bring 
them back together 

again. 
Told in the ini

mitable style of Yaffa 
Ganz and delightfully 
illustrated by Harvey 

Klineman, this book has 
a lot to say about the 

supreme value of 
'peace': a wonderful 

lesson for children-told 
in a wonderful way! 

h.c. $8.95 

TEASERS, lWISTERS, 
STUMPERS 11 Everyone enjoys a 
good riddle, and this book is full of 
them-Torah riddles that is-easy 
ones, hard ones, and genuine 
stumpers. They ask you to identify 
well known people, places, events, and 
items-relating to Jewish life and 
history. 

All the riddles are written in 
engaging rhyme and are accompanied 
by colorful illustrations. Here's a book 
that's great fun and great learning, 
guaranteed to get the gears in your 
child's mind turning. 
h.c $8.95 



Qr course Avrumie can't read. He is get
ting confused messages: "You must study 
secular subjects," and, "It isn't really all 
that important" 

ous place. Many of the books are not 
fit to read; how many of today's best
sellers would have been banned a 
mere twenty years ago! And so we 
have Judalca for non-required plea
sure reading. But if Judaica be
comes the required school reading, 
then something else will become the 
pleasure reading, something we'd 
really rather not have our children 
read. 

A possible interim solution: I have 
used readers published in the 60's, 
which the boys (and my own child
ren) find readable, enjoyable and not 
contradictory to Torah values. If the 
yeshivas would get together and de
mand more of those readers, the 
textbook companies would un
doubtedly republish them. 

Rabbi Asher Sabo 
Forest Hills, N.Y. 

Rabbi Kasnett responds: 

Answering Rabbi Sabo requires a 
comprehensive treatment of the 
entire subject of literature in the 
yeshivos, in addition to the points 
raised in his letter. I would therefore 
like to deal with several other 
arguments against my proposal to 
use English-language Judaica in 
the reading programs in our yeshi
vas and day schools, but first 1 will 
address Rabbi Sabo's comments: 

Rabbi Sabo's point-"the need to 
distinguish in the minds of the 
talmidim what is kodesh and what 
is chol"-is a doctrine unique to the 
Satmar school system, and the 
solution he offers is relevant to that 
system alone. My research into 60's 
literature, for example, did not lead 
to any inspiring discoveries. The 

ARE YOU MOVING? 

' 

,. 
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danger lies, of course, in the 
humanist-oriented texts in Science, 
Social Studies, Literature, etc.-the 
very heart of the problems of non
Jewish literature. Although isolated 
stories may be innocent of overt 
conflict with Torah values, research 
into the use of such books, includ
ing the possible publication of 
anthologies of specific stories, does 
not lead to promising results. In the 
final analysis, the texts of the good 
old days were not Torah inspired nor 
were they representative of Jewish 
culture. They are chol in the worse 
sense of the word. And while the 
children may find the stories enjoy
able, Rabbi Sabo makes no mention 
of significant acquisition of the 
critical reading and writing skills, 
which is the goal of the Language 
Arts program. Our purpose is not 
to entertain in a rarefied atmos
phere, but to educate while preserv
ing our identity and culture, and, as 
reported in my previous article, all 
of this has been the documented 
outcome of using meaningful 
Judaica. 

1 would add that 50% of the 
reading process involves the back
ground information the reader 
brings to the text The greater the 
reader's identification with the text, 
the greater his empathy, and the 
more maximization of the reading 
process is insured. The end result 
is the ability and desire to write from 
conviction, from what is meaningful 
to one's self. This foundation of the 
reading-writing process (found in 
the use of Judaical is still missing 
from the 60's literature. 

As for the skills to be gained from 
the old basal readers and their 
accompanying teachers' guides, I 
can only quote Professor Diane 
Ravitch of Columbia University, who 
said in her critical review of basal 
readers in the spring of 1987: "The 
only thing more inane than the 
basal readers themselves are the 
teachers' guides that accompany 
them." This same contention is 
found in the publication, Becoming 
a Nation of Readers: The Report of 
The Commission on Reading. Our 
yeshivas would do well to imple
ment a sequential reading and 
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writing curriculum that is system
atically implemented throughout 
grades 1-8, with the teaching of 
dictionary skills and the use of a 
Thesaurus. Forget about the basal 
readers of the 90's-or the 60's. 

OF ENDS AND MEANS 

bbi Sabo argues that the 
yeshivas are confusing the 
tudents because they offer 

a college-based curriculum. That is 
not the relevant issue. Rather. what 
is of importance is the attitude with 
which yeshivas approach secular 
studies. If such studies are deni
grated as "treif," the students will 
not acquire skills from the easiest 
of curricula. On the other hand. if 
the skills and knowledge that are 
taught are appreciated for their 
practical value, then what does it 
matter if it is a college-geared 
curriculum? The skills gained can 
be useful without continuing in 
college. Indeed, the more formidable 
the skills gained in math, reading, 
writing, and so on, the better. 

It is far simpler to screen Judaica 
for kashrus than to use corrupt 
texts with accompanying memo
randa on their manner of implemen
tation. Upon assessing its needs, 
each yeshiva can review the books 
available. and decide what is suit
able for each class. The greater body 
of available Judaica fits fairly well 
within the broadest borders of 
acceptability, so existing differences 
in choices of texts will not brand a 
yeshiva using one book or the other 
as "more-"or "less:frum" than 
another. Of course, there are some 
texts that should be avoided, and it 
is up to the school to make those 
discriminating choices. My Reada
bility List of Judaica has recently 
been updated to include over 300 
books by grade levels. It is being 
published this fall by Rabbi Eli 
Teitelbaum of the Torah Commun
ications Network, and distributed 
by Torah Umesorah. 

I have no fears that we will soon 
run out of "kosher" reading mate· 
rial, which will force our students 
to resort to the local public library. 
Use of Judaica in the classroom will 
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send a powerful message to the 
publishers and allow the schools 
even greater say over the quality and 
type of texts (educational and 
recreational) published. We are in a 
free market and the consumer does 
wield power. 

FROM Tl!U•Asl' TWO s1~\1'~1 RAS~~$ . 
1975 ahil:1982. 

The sevel'lth Slyl.flll Hashas 
(5736'1975) 

INTRODUCTION TO THE 
GENTILE WORLD 

NavOminskef_Rti!bbe~ Rdi_v-,Y, ~kilitrltieftky, Rav, :Ali. :FeJn~'tein, 
Blvshover Rebb1!!. :Robbi~hrl!ftlfeld,

R bbi Saba's contention that 
we need Gentile literature to 

uide our children "to face 
the Gentile world with guidance 
and caution" is one that treads 
upon a mistaken, oft-cited path. 
There is no need to understand the 
Gentile world on its terms. Instead, 
we need responsibly written litera
ture by Orthodox writers that will 
strengthen our children, to make 
them impervious to the non-Jewish 
culture. 

In the Sabo scenario, who is giving 
the guidance, and who is monitor
ing the caution? Are the Rosh 
MesiVtos and principals of the 

'Robbi M. t:;Hrer:--

Th~ Eighth Sly~i;t' Hqshll$ 
(574301982:) 
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MALOHN 
MIFAL 

Grand Reopening 

All new beautiful rooms, with 

kitchen facilities, in heart of 

Boro Park for day or week. 

Near Shuls, take-out foods, etc. 

Profits to Mifal Torah Vodaas. 

Help Sfardishe youth return 

to Yiddishkeit through Torah 

education in Yerushalayim and 

Tveria. 
Call 

(718) 851-2969 

yeshivas ketnnos expected to review 
each and eveiy English book in the 
curriculum, and then issue guide
lines concerning their use and inter
pretation, to be presented to the 
English staff (Jewish and Gentile), 
implementing the blueprint of this 
"gentle acclimation"? I do not be
lieve that the principal of any 
mesivta or yeshiva ketana is cap
able of canying out such a task. And 
even if it were done. would a mash
giach be present in eveiy classroom, 
during eveiy session, to see that the 
guidelines are being followed? I find 
the idea undesirable and im
practicle. 

l(eep Your Family Healthy! sinl'e 1928 

Buy gift certificates for 

FREEDA® 
VITAMINS 
The ideal gift for the health of vour loved ones. 
Freeda will ship throughout the United States to your 
children, parents, brothers, sisters aunts uncles 
cousins and even your mother-in-la'.w. ' ' 
Write for free brochure to: 

FREEDA VITAMINS 
36 E. 41st St. N.Y.C. 10017 

or call toll free 
1 (800] 777 .3737 

and keep your family healthy! 

Freeda produces over 2?0 Vitamins, ¥lnerals and Amino Acids to cover all your vitamin needs. Our vitamins 
are made on the premises under strict pharmaceutical and kashrus standards Freeda Vitamins are parve 
and vegetarian and are under the Rabbinical Supervision of the Orthodox UniOn. 

• No sugar • No sulfates • No coal tar dyes • No starch • No salt filler • No animal stearates 
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HOW 
NECESSARY ARE 

"CLASSICS"? 

this point, I would like to 
address some related ques
ions raised at the Torah 

Umesorah convention this past 
spring, where I chaired a panel 
discussion between the directors of 
the major Judaica publishing 
houses and an audience of educa
tors concerning the development 
and production of Judaica suitable 
for use in the yeshivas. A prominent 
administrator from a Bais Yaakov 
school presented her view that 
"classical" literature is essential for 
teaching children how to read and 
write properly. This is a commonly 
held point of view. In a recent letter 
to The Jewish Observer in response 
to my article on the use of Judaica 
("A Meaning-Centered Approach to 
Reading: An Assessment of Judaica 
in Light Of Recent Educational 
Research," The Jewish Observer, 
May 88), Mrs. Eva Roth, a Lakewood, 
New Jersey, educator for many years, 
presented this same viewpoint, in 
addition to her contention that such 
works are no more harmful to the 
ethical-moral development of our 
children than is the amoeba that is 
studied in Biology. In fact, she 
claims that one can use literature 
to illustrate what one should avoid 
in life. 

Addressing the first claim, that 
our children "need" the classics to 
learn how to read and write. this 
seems to be a deeply-ingrained 
conditioned reflex whenever a 
threat to this age-old, unquestioned 
practice emerges. I find it ironic that 
the people who are writing the 
Judaica that is being rejected in 
favor of the classics were themselves 
educated under the influence of 
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classics. If this system works, aren't 
its products capable of good writ
ing? I get the feeling that we have 
a sophisticated knee-jerk reaction 
that has very little regard for fact. 
... In my view. knowledge of the 
classics is simply not a factor in 
good writing. 

By the way. one of the better 
writers of present-day Judaica grad
uated from a Chassidishe Yeshiva 
in Baro Park, never saw the inside 
of a college, and learned to write well 
without any in-depth study of the 
classics. Instead, a 10th grade 
English teacher, who conveyed the 
power and beauty of effectively-used 
language, inspired our young 
author. 

Rabbi Yosef Reinman of CIS Pub
lications (Lakewood, New Jersey), 
commenting on the use of classics 
at the recent Torah Umesorah con
vention, pointed out that fiction is 
the medium through which the 
Gentile conveys his culture and 
world outlook, and in this context. 
a specific work is considered a 
."classic." Yet, it is patently impos
sible for Shakespeare to have had 
in mind all of the commentary 
explaining his works. Instead, the 
social critics offer their views of the 
world through their own works-as 
well as through the works of others. 
An author's work can earn the 
enviable title "classic," depending 
upon the incisiveness of his insight, 
and its openness to various inter
pretations by others. 

Parallel, yet distinct from this, are 
classic literary writing styles that 
can be taught without compromis
ing the moral-ethical development 
of our students. The two teachers 
who inspired me to learn to write 
may well have been relics from a 
time when teachers knew their 
English language and could convey 
it with a singular sense of simplicity 
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HOW 
HARMLESS 

THE CLASSICS? 

and beauty. Somehow, just some
how, it never was as difficult and 
overbearing to learn as it seems it 
should have been. Perhaps this is 
because they were experis in their 
field; this same experiise is what is 
needed in the yeshivos to produce 
good writers-not exposure to the 
classics. We have no need for an 
alien tradition of fiction to serve as 
the vehicle for social commentary, 
for our the Torah, holy and immu
table, is our source of culture. 

A t this point, I would like to 
comment on Mrs. Roth's 
argument that non-Jewish 

literature is basically harmless, 
which I feel is misguided, for the 
Torah is replete with warnings 
against the detrimental influence of 
Gentile culture. Perhaps we should 

Help your child grow strong Torah "roots" with 

I AM SO BIG! 
A happy start in learning • MITZVOS • MIDOS • SIDROS 

l'l'Oti~»ille l'rojectioas· 
Feature· Video Presentations 
far your Organization 

Milstein Media Films 
4415 14th Ave. • Brooklyn, NY 11219 
(718) 972-8600 
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Publishers should prompt authors to 
write with a literary purpose, and not to 
attempt to "upgrade" an inferior text 
through a heavy-handed use Qf higher
level vocabulary. 

Which 

Comes 

First? 

D Watching Your Weight 
D Achieving Wealth 
D Singing Hashem's Praises 
0 Long Life 
D Prayers for Health 
D Motivation 
D Thanking Hashem 
D Thanking Your Parents 
D Sending Away Birds or 
D Not During Davening ... 

These Torah Guides 
are available by mail 
and at some stores. 

Write Yeshiva Fund, PO Box 82, 
Staten Island, NY 10309 

• If you have not yet seen any of 
these, send for a free sample. 

• For one, send $5.00, for three, 
send $13.00 

• As a sponsor of $100, we will 
send you all 10 listed and more 
In Israel Contact: 

Goldberger, Tl Pines Street, Jerusalem 
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mandate the reading of Haw· 
thome"s The Scarlet Letter as a 
good way to teach our boys and 
girls not to engage in illicit relation· 
ships! Surely the emotional impact 
qf desires so contrary to a Torah· 
true life will have no adverse effect 
on the students. Not for a minute 
would there be a sentiment of 
sympathy for this heroine of Amer· 
ican literature. After reading about 
such grossly decadent behavior, 
would some of the students not, if 
for only a fleeting moment, see 
nobility in the author's portrayal of 
a woman who raises the weakness 
of the flesh to ever greater heights 
of acceptance? ls not the pen might· 
ier than the sword in implanting a 
message that fairly implodes within 
the mind and emotions of the 
reader? 

A PRAGMATIC, 
NOT EMOTIONAL 

APPROACH 

I would like to clarify several 
issues concerning Judaica and 
my advocacy of its use: 

I. My assertion that Judaica be 
used in the classroom is not based 
entirely on a religious need, but also 
on a statistical assessment of its 
efficacy as a learning tool, after a 
thorough review of the recent 
research concerning reading and 
literature. The results of this study 
were presented in The Jewish 
Observer (May, 88). 

2. I have never suggested that all 
Judaica at present is suitable for use 
in the classroom, though clearly 
there are many texts that are 
appropriate for school use. (I have 
written comprehensive Student 

Study Guides for four of them: The 
Marrano Prtnce at the high school 
level, The Twins for grades 6 to 8. 
Chaimkel The Dreamer at the 5th 
grade level, and Reb Yitzchak's 
Jewel at the 2nd grade level.) 

3. l, too. am critical of the lack of 
good literary technique exhibited by 
many of the authors. 

4. In private conversations with 
the publishers. l have conveyed the 
need to prompt authors to write 
with a literary purpose, and not to 
attempt to "upgrade" an inferior 
text through a heavy-handed use of 
higher-level vocabulary. 

5. In addition. I have continually 
expressed to them the need to 
publish books in a manner that 
represents the book's true reading 
level. with art work that clearly 
supports the comprehension 
process. 

The preceding five points are a 
clear, if not inclusive, statement 
concerning my approach to Judaica: 
it is research-based, it is pragmatic, 
it is not emotive. 

A letter of support for the devel
opment and use of Judaica. includ
ing an unequivocal statement as to 
the adverse influence of secular 
works. was sent to me from the 
Telsher Rosh Yeshiva. Rabbi Morde
chai Gifter. Nf'D'7W. I quote: 

March31, 1989 

DearRabbiKasnett, 
It iS, indeed, a pleasure to 

write you a letter of support and 
encouragement for your work 
in creating books in English for 
the study of English in the 
secular departments qf our day 
schools. 

The fairy tales qf Anderson 
and the High School EngliSh <?[ 
Shakespeare are destructive ef 
Torah values. You are, there
fore. to be highly commended 
for your efforts. I look forward 
to work on the High School 
level, built upon Torah and 
Chazal. 

Rabbi Mordechai Gifter 

I look forward to fulfilling his 
mandate. 

Yi tzchok Kasnett • 
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good pay and benefits 

Boro Park, Bensonhurst and Flatbush Area 
full-time live in positions only 

Project OHR Inc. 
(Office for Homecare Referral) 

1308-40th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11218 (718) 853-2700 



Your Neighborhood bank joins 
the entire Boro Park Community in joyful 

celebration of the Festival of Lights. 
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Yaakov Lavon 

THE JEWISH LIGHT ARTILLERY 

PENETRATING FLAMES 

T:e scrape of a match, a touch 
o each twist of cotton-shut 
he door of the glass box 

containing the lamps quickly before 
the wind puts out the flames! Step 
back, and watch the light of Am 
Yisroel glow and brighten. I heave 
a deep sigh of satisfaction, of reas
surance that the world is not all 
darkness after all, and then tum 
down the block. It's time to look at 
the menoros ofYerushalayim. 

The evening air is chilly but crisp 
and clean, and in my puffy, short 
American jacket I'm warm enough. 
True, it looks a bit out of place. but 
I feel at home in my ancestral capital. 
Anyway. Chanuka is a time for 
thinking about more than externals; 
its light was never meant for exa
mining the physical world. It pene
trates deep down. beyond where eyes 
can see. 

1 proceed down the block. slowly. 
looking at the doorways glowing 

Yaakov Lavon studied in Yeshivos Ohr 
Somayach and Netzach Yisroel in Jerusalem, and 
currently serves as the sq[ erSTaM for the Yeshiva 
community ofYeroham, in Israd's Negev. 
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with a soft light. So blatant. yet so 
gentle; so stubborn. yet so peaceful; 
so stem. yet so inviting. It's hard to 
remember what agony and blood
shed Chanuka recalls; the glow of 
oil lamps seems to wash away all the 
pain. leaving only the joy of a mitzva. 
Shemen sasson-who could think 
of spear and shield now? I know 
what we rejected back then, how 
once and forever we said No to evil. 
but Chanuka seems only to say Yes. 
Yes to holiness. 

The evening air feels full of light. 
and the people's faces answer it 
back. Now is the time to put the 
finishing touches on the teshuva 
you never quite completed on Yam 
Kippur and Hoshana Rabba. Now 
you can say Yes to Torah and holi
ness, Yes with a smile that echoes 
the flicker of the little lamps. These 
lamps are filling the world with light, 
repelling the darkness that perhaps 
only this morning you thought 
would soon swallow everything. The 
morning sunlight in all !ts strength 
could not shake off that feeling; 
these tiny wicks flickering in cheap 
shot glasses say what the sun 
cannot. 

SO MUCH YOU CAN DO WITH 
OLIVE OIL 

I t's amazing what you can do 
with a can of olive oil. Those 
Greeks could think of no higher 

use for it than to smear it on their 
precious bodies. Most people just 
think of it as a food-what would 
salad dressing be without it? But 
there's so much more you can do 
if you know how to think clearly. 

Most people, no doubt. wouldn't 
see it our way. "What? Go back to 
oil lamps when you have electric
ity?" they would say. 

'Well. it's not for seeing by," you 
would explain. 

'What? Light a lamp that you're 
not even going to use?" they would 
ask. appalled. 

But what's the use of trying to 
explain yourself to scoffers? The 
Chashmonaim did not wait until 
they were "understood," but took a 
more drastic course and hewed to 
the line in spite of the difficulties 
involved. And out of those an
guished years of desperate strife 
shines the eternal light of Chanuka. 
I look around me; there are the 
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menoros of Yerushalayim. A bold 
statement of pirsumei nisa. Who 
needs to offer any explanations? 

This sort of attitude may not go 
over veiy well at the negotiation 
table. but it fits Yerushalayim like 
a glove. It is an attitude uniquely 
Jewish, uniquely the opposite of 
eveiybody else's. uniquely stub
born-uniquely right. "Why was 
Avraham Avinu called 'Ivri'? 
Because all the world was on one 
side and he was on the other." All 
Jews follow Avraham's lead. but in 
Yerushalayim they do it better. 
Maybe it's because they've had so 
much more practice. By now they've 
got it down to a rule of thumb: just 
read the morning papers and do the 
opposite. Maybe it's a bit overdone; 
I won't argue the point. But any 
expression of Jewish spirit is bound 
to be unyielding; that's the sort of 
people we are. The Chashmonaim 
were certainly an unyielding clan. 
and their fierce and uncompromis· 
ingfaith won their war for them. You 
can't expect a Yerushalmi to com· 
promise: it was the compromisers 

who. after a day of naked wrestling 
in the gymnasium. went to offer up 
a pig as a sacrifice. Extremism 
makes sense when you're fighting 
a war. Why not be extremely faithful. 
extremely holy. extremely G·d fear· 
ing? That is Jewish patriotism; and 
it's usually the turncoats who mock 
at patriots. 

A GENTLE, WARM 
BOMBARDMENT 

orner turned. and down 
hrough Beis Yisroel: a calm 
ea of lights. tranquil in its 

evening glow. Half an hour's worth 
of oil is enough lechat'chila. as first 
choice. and for Heaven's sake. it's 
expensive stuff; but no one ever puts 
in such a little bit. Hours after 
sunset, the menoros still express 
their quiet defiance. pitting their 
spindly wicks against the armed 
might of the world. ls this any way 
to fight a war? It is the Jewish way. 
and we need apologize for nothing; 
the Greek way is dead, and we are 

still here. The eternal light of Chan· 
uka burns on, stubbornly minute. 
endlessly valiant. Hour after hour 
the lamps burn on, shedding their 
ceaseless barrage against a world 
entrenched in its materialism and 
selfishness. Yerushalayim is the 
main battle-front of this war. It isn't 
enough to put the menora in the 
window: it goes right out into the 
doorway, carrying the battle into the 
other camp. You can't walk in the 
streets without being bombarded 
from all sides, a gentle, warm born· 
bardment that strokes your soul 
lovingly even while it blasts your 
materialistic leanings. This is a war 
that says Yes, not No. The Jewish 
way. 

No wonder, then, if people feel that 
half an hour is simply not enough 
for the nightly bombardment. 
There's a war on, you know; eveiy 
moment available must be used to 
fight the enemy. Eveiy Jew who sees 
the pirsumei nisei, even for a 
moment, is another "casualty"; 
another soul that has felt the soft 
embrace of the light of Chanuka. 

Y ad Eliezer has already made 500 weddings 
for desperately poor couples - entirely 

because of you. 
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Pausing by a doorway, I remember 
what I heard about the Brisker Rav. 
He had lived a few blocks from here. 
and his doorway was just across 
from the doors of a cinema. The way 
he saw it, this was a strategic 

position for bombarding the enemy 
encampment. So he would fill his 

· lamps with so much oil that they 
would still be burning when the 
audience came out from the last 
showing. This is the meaning of 
pirsumei nisei, he said. 

That was thirty years ago. when 
I was a baby; here in front of me, 
today, is this doorway. Obviously a 
poor man's dwelling: the wooden 
door is stained and splintered, the 
hinges sag, the stone frame is worn 
and cracked. But the menora is 
clean and bright, and instead of the 
usual shot glasses. it has little tin 
tubs in it. filled to the brim with olive 
oil. A man of small means. no doubt, 
but he knows what to do with the 
little that he has. These lamps are 
obviously meant to bum all night 
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until dawn; he will miss no chance 
of striking a blow for the soul's 
liberty. 

The tubs are made of cheap, flimsy 
tin; you don't build tanks out of stuff 
like that. We do, because we look not 
at the jar but at what it has within 
it. The same olive oil that filled the 
holy menora in the Beis HaMik· 
dash fills these little tubs, and 
HaShem has promised that even if 
that menora should be quashed, 
this one never would be. A little tub 
of oil certainlydoesn'tlook imposing 
compared to a tank, but the Divine 
light of Torah is more potent ammu· 
nition than all the tanks and planes 
in the world. Just as the menora, 
hidden from view inside the Temple, 
sent its light bursting out of the 
Temple's windows into a world that 
needed it, so the oil in these little 
tubs sends its soft rays out into a 
world desperate for something more 
than the material. Never mind the 
oil-look at what strength is hidden 
within it! A Divine promise of 
victory; the light of Torah, of the 
Jewish soul: sparks of teshuva 
floating about our heads; the power 
of holiness and purity that overcame 
contaminating Greek hands, renew· 
ing the light of the Holy Temple 
beyond all hope. All this is hidden 
within that pale liquid, floating in 
those cheap tubs, burning silently 
from those spindly cotton wicks, in 
a tin lamp hanging from an old and 
shabby door in a run-down neigh. 
borhood of a sleeping city. How can 
we lose? 

A BATTLE TO BE FOUGHT OVER 
ANDOVER 

N:t that we have won yet; 
ather, this is a battle that 

must be fought over and over 
until Moshiach ends it. In this same 
holy city there are people insane 
enough to call an athletic meet a 
"Maccabiah"; while you're at it. why 
not serve "white .steak" at a Bar 
Mitzva feast? (Some do!) And I have 
seen packages of Chanuka candles 
with pictures on them of the Chash
monaim dressed like Greek ath· 
Ietes-the ultimate perversion. Oh, 
there is plenty left to fight. 

These days. I live in a small town 
in the Negev beleaguered round 
about with so many "cultural cen· 
ters," "youth centers," and other 
ploys of the modern-day Hellenizers 
that one can perhaps be excused for 
sometimes wondering if we will ever 
win. But Chanuka comes, and my 
feet lead me out of the house and 
down into the streets, where from 
every window and doorway the brave 
little llghts flicker. Torah glows all 
around, the light that will never be 
quenched; for "floods of water can
not quench love." The gentle caress 
of the Torah's light comforts, and 
promises that it is stronger than all 
these seeming bastions of material· 
ism. I walk and walk in the clear 
clean evening air, and the lamps 
shine forth with a light that reaches 
deep into the soul, nourishing it for 
another year of living the war for 
holiness.• 

CAMP S'DEI CHEMED 
INTERNATIONAL 
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Some Jews Can't Afford 
The Necessities Of Life, 

LET AWNE DEATH 
We all want to believe that our grandparents' generation represented 
the last poor Jews. Unfortunately. the reality belies the dream. The 
hundreds. even thousands. of dollars required for the simplest 
funeral and burial are beyond the means of so many of the most 
indigent members of our community. If not for the HEBREW FREE 
BURIAL ASSOCIATION, many poor Jews would live in fear: afraid that 
when they die, their bodies would be consigned to a mass grave on 
Potter's Field. 

According to our traditions, the body that contained a soul 
deserves our respect even when the soul is no 
longer there. The funeral need not be 
opulent-in fact, simplicity is the rule. But it 
must be dignified. That's what the HEBREW 
FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION offers to every Jew 
in the metropolitan area. A simple funeral and 
burial in a consecrated Jewish cemetery. The 
kind you would want for your own loved ones. 

Unfortunately, the cost of providing even 
the simplest funeral have escalated dramati
cally in the past year. We must now pay several 
hundred dollars more each time we bury a 
poor Jew than we did only twelve months ago. 
Money that must be raised because we will 
not tum anyone away. 

Every Jew. regardless of his standing in life, 
deserves to be treated with dignity in death. 
Since 1889, the HEBREW FREE BURIAL 
ASSOCIATION has assured that no Jew die 

/ 

unnoticed by his brethren, that no family be forced to lay a loved 
one to rest in a mass grave in a pauper's cemetery. 

And with your help we will continue our mission. So that no Jew 
need live in fear that his death will be the beginning of a nightmare 
instead of the end of a life. 

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION 
Gerald E. Feldhamer, President 

Executive Committee: Lawrence Gorfinkle, 
Jack M. Gross, Stanley Kaplan, 
Melanie Shimoff Kwestel, 
Alan A. Manheim, Ph.D. 

Executive Vice President 
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Bracha Dross Goetz 

A HELLENIST LEFT STANDING 

It was the twentyfifth of 
December 

And when she closes her eyes she 
remembers 

Just how it was. 

A Jewish girl from Queens 
Had fulfilled her secret dreams 
Decorating that bright.forbidden 

tree. 
A Jewish girl from Queens 
Had fulfilled her secret dreams 
She helped hang tinsel merrily. 

Her boyfriend'sfamily 
Was friendly as could be 
They hadfun watching her 

delight 
Her boyfriend's family 
Was friendly as could be 
By the fireplace they sang carols 

that night 

Then they piled into the car. 
It wasn't veryfar. 
Greetings called to those they'd 

pass. Then they piled into the 
car. 

It wasn't very far. 
Each year the family went to Mid

night Mass. 

But there in a church pew 
She didn't know what to do 
As everyone else bent down to 

kneel. 
But there in a church pew 
She didn't know what to do 
In those moments. was her future 

sealed? 

Mfs. Goetz, a published author, was represented 
by a poem, "Between the Braids," in JO, Sept.'88. 
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Trembling. alone, she stood. 
Still uncertain if she should. 
What stopped her from kneeling in 

that place? 
Trembling alone, she stood. 
Still uncertain if she should. 
The word ''Jew" was stamped on 

her face. 

The twentyfifth makes her 
remember 

Because it's Kislev-not 
December. 

She almostfell, like Hellenists of 
old. 

The twentyfifth makes her 
remember 

Because it's Kislev--not December 
Once she. too, chose tinsel. not the 

gold. 

So radiant-hidden away. A 
golden light. still pure today. 

Flashing bulbs can't come near its 
glow. 

So radiant-hidden away. 
A golden light still pure today. 
Her Jewish home shines with a 

warmth they couldn't know. 

For now ten years have past 
Ten Chanukahs spin by so fast. 
And as my children light. my story 

seems less real. 
For now ten years have passed. 
Ten Chanukahs spin by so fast 
Standing by lights, I whisper 

thanks 
I didn't kneel. 

jiit?:J.' 
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JEWISH DISPUTE 
RESOLUTION, INC. 

* P'SHARA helps resolve 
disputes without 

the need for civil lawsuits. 

*P'SHARA offers mediation 
and arbitration 

in a manner acceptable to 
Halacha (Jewish law) 

and civil law. 

*P'SHARA offers confidential, 
cost effective, prompt and 

impartial proceedings. 

For more information write or call: 

P'SHARA 
JEWISH DISPUTE RESOWTION, 

INC. 
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THIS FEBRUARY, VISIT THE NEW 
ISLANDS ••• ON THE HUDSON 

1 I I I I I I~ 

..,.-1 I I Ill ill°' 

Come to the newly designed islands at the 
International Jewish Festival 1990 . 

• Judaica Art Island 
I • Kosher Gourmet 

Island 
• Simcha Island 

• International Boutique 
• Community Service 

The East Coast's biggest 
celebration of Jewish life, 

Feb 17-20, 
Passenger Ship Terminal, 

12th Ave. & 48th St. 
1,000 car parking 

General Admission $7 per ticket 
No children under 6. No Strollers 
Make checks payable to 
Eventful Enterprises, Inc., 
21 West 38th Street New York, NY 10018 

TICKET AND EXHIBITOR INFORMATION: 
<::'. (212) 764-4330 or 1-800-822-EXPO 

r-------- Ticket Order Form---------, 
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I Address ______________________ _ 

I City . State Zip ____ _ 

I No. of Tickets Total Amount _______ _ 
I Please enclose a business-sized stamped, self-addressed envelope. 

I Mastercard and Visa accepted. Acct. # I 
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"From Beirut to Jerusalem, 
by Thomas L. Friedman" 

Behind the prize-winning by-line 

LOST INNOCENCE 

W:en the name "Thomas L. 
Friedman" began appear
ng on Middle East stories 

in the N. Y. Times in 1982. there was 
a sense of relief bordering celebra
tion in Jewish circles-At last one 
of our own is covertng the region! 
Now we can expectfaimess and 
understanding in the Times stories 
covering Israel! 

But the "scoop" exposing General 
Arik Sharon"s passive/permissive 
role in the atrocities at Shatilla and 
Sabra (in September. 1982) was 
signed "Thomas L. Friedman." In 
fact. this was the first in a series 
of N. Y. Times stories that provoked 
a prestigious Jewish weekly to 
wonder (in print) if there really is 
a Thomas L. Friedman. or if it were 
just a nom de plume contrived by 
the Times editorial staff to disarm 
its pro-Israel readership .... 

But then Thomas L. Friedman 
won the Pulitzer Prize for his cov
erage of the war in Lebanon. and it 
was obvious that he was indeed a 
real person. Moreover, Friedman 
was then reassigned to Jerusalem, 
where he earned himself another 
Pulitzer, as well as several other 
awards for his reporting on the early 
stages of intifada, as part of Israel's 
"on-going agony of dealing with the 
'spoils of the '67 War." Today, at 32, 
he is The New York Times' chief 
diplomatic correspondent. in Wash-
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ington, and very much the darling 
of the Jewish lecture circuit. But 
what about that need to tell "all the 
news that's fit to print." even when 
it can hurt-and hurt deeply
Israel's security? And what about 
some of the nasty coloration in the 
coverage of "ultra-Orthodox" activ
ities and concerns in the Jewish 
State? Did they simply evaporate in 
the hot lights of prize awarding and 
adulation? 

Friedman's recently published 
chronicle of self-discovery, From 
Beirut to Jerusalem, purportedly 
tells it all: He started out as your 
budding chalutz from 'round the 
comer for whom high school in 
Minneapolis was "one big celebra
tion of Israel's victory in the Six-Day 
War." In fact, he describes his book 
"as the story of an American Jew 
who really was suckled on all the 
heroic myths of Israel, particularly 
after the 1967 war. He goes to Beirut 
during the Israeli invasion, then 
goes to Israel and discovers that the 
Israel of the l 980's is notthe Jewish 
summer camp of his youth." Or, in 
another description, it's "the story 
of a Minnesota boy who goes to 
Beirut and discovers that they do 
things there that they don't do on 
Northwest Airlines." 

This is wonderfully refreshing, for 
now the average Jewish reader can 
identify with Friedman's developing 
awareness that not all is the way it 
should be. In fact, it is almost a 
reversal of the State of Israel 

MATANA 
GALLERY 
4906 18th Ave .. Brooklyn, NY 

(718) 851-4448 

Jewish books. Talleisim. Mezuzos. 
personalized Tallis bags. 
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ALL AT SUPER 
DISCOUNT PRICES! 
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VISA or MasterCard. They 

change your payment into USA 
currency without any sur
charge. We cannot accept for

eign checks (even Canadian 

checks in $U.S.), only checks 

drawn on a bank in the U.S.A. 
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Professor Jerold Auerbach of Wellesley College chal
lenges the claim of reporter Thomas Friedman, author of 
From Beirut to Jerusalem, that his intense anger at 
Israel made him a better reporter. "Indeed, the distorted 
Times coverage of Lebanon makes a mockery of his 
assertion. During the three months following Sabra and 
Sbatila, the Times carried 190 stories about the massa
cre, 48 on page 1. ... Three years later, when Shiite mil
itia slaughtered the same number of Palestinians in the 
same camps, the Times coverage was miniscule by com
parison (one eighth as many stories and column inches) 
What bad changed? Israel couldn't be implicated in the 
second massacre." FROM CAMERA 

calendar, wherein the euphoria of 
Yom Haatzmaut is followed by the 
mournful mood of Yorn Hashoa, 
instead of the other way around. , , , 
After a confrontation with com
mander of IDF troops in Lebanon, 
Amir Drori, Friedman "buried Drori 
on the front page of The New York 
Times, and along with him, every 
illusion I ever held about the Jewish 
state." The life-long celebration of 
Independence Day is over. 

Having lost his political inno
cence, Friedman takes the trusting 
reader along. 

ON THE OTHER HAND 

B ut this is not the entire story. 
In fact, it may not be the story 
at all. According to Bertram 

Korn, Jr., who is the regional direc-

tor of CAMERA (Committee for 
Accuracy in Middle East Reporting 
in America), things are not so 
simple. In the autumn of 197 4. when 
Klal Yisroel was mourning the 
dozens of school children slaught
ered by PLO terrorists in Ma'alot and 
Kiryat Shemona, Yasser Arafat was 
invited to speak before the General 
Assembly of the UN. to the horror 
of all freedom-loving people in this 
country. On this particular occa
sion, Jews of all shades and persua
sions-including Agudath Israel of 
America-joined in a Rally Against 
Terror, one of the largest outdoor 
demonstrations on record, with 
several hundred thousand partici
pants protesting the dignity being 
accorded this murderer. 

The only exception in this wall
to-wall protest was a "handful of 
Jewish radicals at Brandeis Univer-

CALL (212) 363-5660 
Offices located in BoroPark, Flatbush and Manhattan 
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sity. operating under the name 
Mideast Peace Group. Eleven of 
them signed a letter, taken directly 
from the literature of the Jewish 
leftist group Breira, denouncing the 
Rally Against Terror. The letter, 
which was published in The Bran
deis Justice on November 12. 197 4, 
charged that the rally would only 
reinforce Jewish anxiety and con
tribute to Israel's further isolation. 
It demanded that Israel negotiate 
with all factions of the Palestinians, 
including the PLO-including the 
faction whose hands still dripped 
with the blood of the martyred 
schoolchildren." (Remember, this 
was in 197 4, not 1989.) 

One of the eleven signatures was 
Tom Friedman. ''While Friedman's 
odyssey from campus radical to 
prominent journalist is in no way 
unique, it is a past he now appears 
to deny. In his bestseller's autobi
ographical introduction, and in 
interviews which have appeared 
following the book's publication, 
Friedman's gone out of his way to 
construct an account of his personal 
political evolution which. in light of 
the foregoing, is highly misleading." 
(quotes from Korn.) 

This suggests that instead of 
having lost his innocence, Friedman 
was never tainted by political inno
cence, but only assumes it as a ploy 
to help his readers suspend disbelief 
and identify with his conclusions. 
In the words of Bertram Korn, "the 
evidence suggests that Tom Fried
man may have left the Mideast Peace 
Group, but that the Mideast Peace 
Group never left him.'' 

THE RELIGIOUS SLANT 

By contrast with his radical 
political bent, Thomas L. 
Friedman does not attempt to 

bury his anti-chareidi bias in his 
past, but presents it in full view. for 
the readers to inspect. In what 
Friedman calls "my journey of spir
itual discovery in Israel," he includes 
a number of interesting stops, 
including the Bar Mitzva celebra
tion of a cousin. The boy orders 
white steak, a euphemism for pork. 
Says Friedman: 
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"I couldn't help but chuckle. We hadn't 
been out of the synagogue more than 15 
minutes before the bar mitzva boy was 
sinking his teeth into pig meat. strictly 
forbidden by Jewish dietary law. I wasn't 
offended. I don't keep kosher myself. I was 
simply struck by the irony of the moment. 
But I was the only one who seemed to take 
special notice of his order." 

More significantly, Friedman 
interviewed Rabbi Eliezer Waldman 
a leader of Gush Emunim. and 
founder of Kiryat Arba. His verdict: 
the man suffers from Messianic 
problems. He lives in the future. 

to their attachment to Israel. and now they 
are undiscovering Israel for the same 
reason. It is not romantic enough for them 
anymore. It was transitory. It was an 
infatuation. What is lasting. attractive and 
compelling is the Torah ... 

For a moment Friedman seems 
deeply impressed with the Ohr 
Somayach approach, but he never 
goes further, to visit Mir, Ponevezh, 
Ger or Slonim. And then he blithely 
dismisses the entire Yeshiva com
munity as living in the past. 

HOTLINE 
TO JERUSALEM 

In lime of illness. surgery or 
crisis. special prayers will be 

recited at the Western Wall and 
at our Yeshiva in Jerusalem. 

CALL 24 HOURS 
1 (800) 545·PRAY 
A FREE PUBLIC SERVICE OF 

The American Rabbi Meir 
Baal Haness Charity 

KOLEL AMERICA 

Having lost his political innocence, 
Friedman takes the trusting 
reader along. 

KADDISH 
Mishnayoth, Yizkor & Yortzeit 
observed with a minyon in our 

Yeshiva Heichal Rabbi Meir 
Baal Haness in Jerusalem. 

But this is not the entire story. In 
fact, it may not be the story at all. 

CALL 
(718) 871-4111 

132 Nassau St., N.Y., N.Y. 10038 

He also joined Rabbi Nota Shiller 
in Yeshiva Ohr Somayach. to sit in 
on a class of twenty young men, an 
assemblage that, wholesome in 
appearance, struck him like a fra
ternity meeting. 

'What are you doing here?" I asked them 
all point-blank. "You're not supposed to be 
in a yeshiva. That's not why Americans 
come here. Where've you been? You're 
supposed to be on kibbutzim, draining 
Swamps. dreaming about being an Israeli 
fighter pilot, chasing girls down on the 
beach. What is this?" 

The answer came as if from one man: 
"Mr. Friedman, that was your genera

tion-not ours." 
Ya'acov Asher Sinclair, a 38-year-old 

Englishman who decided to take a break 
from his cosmopolitan life in London to 
investigate religious life in Israel, put it to 
me straight: "Unless you have some other 
agenda going on. to come here and be a 
hero, well ... I don't think it's got that 
romantic image anymore," said Sinclair, 
With no hint of regret. "What were the 
figures last year? Some 8,000 Jews came 
and 24,000 left. Who are the ones leaving? 
They are the people who grew up with the 
secular side of Zionism, which has proven 
vac·uous, unfulfilling. and nonsustainable. 
There was a certain kind of romanticism 
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unique and groundbreaking volume: the 
MEIR/ on KIDDUSHIN-in English 

For the first time ever, In English lrans
lafion, the enfire commentary of a Rlshon on 
a traclate of Talmud. 

Students familiar wUh the works of the Rl
shonim know howtundamental the Melri is to 
understanding the Gemoro: He breaks 
material down into Its component parts; he 
provides brief introductions before each 
tractate, perek, Mishna, & topic-and then 
develops his presentation in a clear & or
ganized way. 

And now-to facilitate the sludyo!Talmud 
in English-you have the entire TRACTATE KID· 
DUSHIN-ACCOROING TO THE MEIRI. This work 
is a complete & expanded English adap
tation of the Melri: it preserves all that the 
Meiri wrote, but reworks the material explaining It In contemporary terms. 

The texf is beautifully & meticulously laid out-conveniently outlined, with foot
notes-handsomely bound, and enables English speaking students lo penetrate 
beyond a basic understanding of the Gemoro. 414 pp. H.C. $19.95 
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BEUR SETUMOS BE RASHI: 
• True to its name this Perush explains clearly all 

especially difficult Rashis. 
•Written by DR. PINCHOS DORON, scholar and Talmid Chochom 
• Enthusiastic Haskomos from: Rabbi Moshe Feinstein 

Rabbi Yaakov Perlow (the Novominsker Rebbe) 
and from Rabbi Schwab (of Washington Heights) 

• It has the enthusiastic support of the Lubavitcher Rebbe shilta, 
who is a well known authority on Rashi. 
•Besides drawing on over 20 Classical and Modern commentaries 

on Rashi, in most cases the Beur adds original illuminating 
insights into the ideas inherent in Rashi's Comments. 

Available at all Hebrew Bookstores and P. Doron (718) 853-8715 

the hat rack 
5416 16th Avenue, Brooklyn, N .Y. 

(718) 871-2278 
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CAPS• TIES 

ARTSCROLL PRESENTS AN ENCYCLOPEDIC 
LOOK AT THE BEARERS OF OUR TORAH HERITAGE 

The Early Acharonim 
Biographical sketches of the Prominent Early Sages 

and Leaders from the 15th-17th centuries 

exhaustingly researched and years in the making, this book 
tells the stoiy of Torah through the Jives and works of 300 
Acharonfm. 

It was a time of momentous change. The era of the Rishonim 
was over. The map of Torah began to shift eastward, to Poland, 
Bohemia, and Moravia; to Eretz Yisrael and Turkey. 

Torah is indestructible, and this book helps us understand why 
and how it prospered through every challenge and crisis. 

This book should be read and kept as a constant reference. With maps, charts, and 
extensive indices. By Rabbi Hersh Goldwunn. Hard cover $15.95 Paperback $12.95 

Available at your local Hebrew bookseller or direct from publisher: 

Mesomli.Publkations, Ltd: 4401-2nd Av./ Brooklyn, NY 11232 / (718) 921-9000 

Direct mail: Please add $1.95 per order postage & handling; NYS residents add appropriate sales tax. 
Jn Israel: J. Grossman-Mesorah Mafitzim I Rechov Harav Uziel 117 / Bayit Vegan, Jerusalem 

For ultimate clarification. Fried
man consults his "own rabbi, David 
Hartman, founder and director of 
Sholom Hartman Institute for 
Advanced Judaic Studies," a quasi
Conservative establishment. Hart
man confirms Friedman's suspi
cions: Waldman offers "a politics of 
fantasy and ... [Ohr Somayach) a 
politics of regression." 

Friedman then quotes Hartman 
on his prescription for Israel's 
spiritual future: 

"I have to interpret my tradition in a way 
that can flourish in a political sovereign 
state. Now what kind of state do I want? 
I want a political sovereign state that 
respects freedom of conscience. How do I 
know that? Does Judaism say that? Some 
Orthodox rabbis here say democracy is not 
a Jewish value. I say I don't care if Judaism 
says democracy is a value. This is a new 
political value that I have acquired. Liberty 
is an important political value. Autonomy 
and personal conscience. too. are impor
tant values that America has taught me. 
I see the work of our institute as trying 
to find ways in which classical Orthodox 
Judaism can absorb these new, very 
important political values into itself 
without destroying itself. 

"My Sinai is not a closed book. My Torah 
lives in dialogue with the world. I say all 
the wisdom of the world was not found in 
Sinai. Sinai is my point of departure, but 
I don •t remain there. From Sinai I learn 
from the world and I absorb the world into 
Sinai. That is the difference between 
modern religious Zionists and the hare
dim. They say, 'Everything is in the Torah. 
I have nothing to learn from the world. I 
live in the world, but I don't value the world. 
It has nothing to offer me. I don't have to 
rethink my position on Torah because of 
what Kant wrote or Kierkegaard or Freud.· 
That is not how I see it. For me Israel. and 
Judaism, should be the foundation from 
which a Jew can absorb the best values of 
the world and learn from them-without 
losing their particularity," 

When 60'-70's liberal sensitivities 
are the foundations upon which 
Sinai Is to be constantly reinter
preted, you have the views of Tho
mas L. Friedman, Pulitzer Prize 
winning reporter, telling the news 
as he see it-a long, long way from 
Sinai, and even quite a distance 
from objective journalism. 

N.W.• 
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By tapping the equity they've built 
up in their home, Jim and Marion Rich of 
Nassau County can make their dreams 
happen. 

Their low-cost line of credit-secured by 
the mortgage on their home-can be used 
for whatever Jim and Marion want. When
ever they want it. Just by writing a check! 
They' II only pay interest on the amount they 
actually borrow And that interest may be fully 
tax deductible. 

What else is greater about a Greater Home 
Equity Loan? 

"It's easy dealing with The Greater;· says 
Marion. "One person saw the whole loan 
all the way through'.' 

For more information, stop by 
any branch of The Greater New. 
York Savings Bank, send in 
this coupon, or call 
1-800-333-4787. 

The Greater New York Savings Bank 
Attff Ken Gundersen, Consumer loan Department 
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Letters 
••••••••••• ••••••••••• ••••••••••• 

to the 

Editor 
"The Lifestyles Qf the Childless 

Poor" (June, 1989), describing the 
personal pain and anguish of a 
childless marriage in our family
centered society, inspired an unus
ually large volume of mail to the 
editorial office of The Jewish 
Observer. Many of the letters were 
of a personal nature, and the 
writers requested anonymity, sim
ilar to the author Qf the original 
article. A sampling Qf these letters
most of them with name with
held-appears below. 

THE "MITZVA" OF SENSITIVITY 
IN SPEECH 

To the Edi tor: 

I am writing in reference to the 
article encouraging mothers to be 
more sensitive in the remarks to 
women who are unable to have 
children: For example, a harmless 
statement by a mother. 'We're going 

to do this with the children, and 
then this with the children." can 
cause the childless woman pain. It 
is important to note that this 
example is part of the larger problem 
of ono'as devorim-that under
publicized mitzva not to cause 
anyone pain with words. 

Now in this case I am sure that 
most of the mothers did not realize 
the effect of their words. However, 
it is incumbent upon us to become 
more aware of other's sensitivities 
and the potency of our words. 

This article made us aware of one 
situation. We must expand our 
sensitivity into all areas of everyday 
life. To do this, I highly recommend 
Rabbi Zelig Pliskin's book, The 
Power of Words, which deals specif
ically with this commandment. If 
you've read Rabbi Pliskin's sefer. 
Guard Your Tongue, which talks 
about the laws of Lashon hora, then 
you're now ready for the next step. 

MICHAEL KLARBERG 
Bayside, N. Y. 

NOW.AVAILABLE 

48 

TO AGUDATH ISRAEL MEMBERS 

COMPR.EHENSIVE 
MAJOR MEDICAL 

HEALTH INSURANCE PROGRAM 
Available to New York State. residents only 

For·InformationCall: 
212-797 ·7388 

Betweeh 9:30 AM and 12:30 PM 

A MATTER OF DISCRETION AND 
OPEN COMMUNICATIONS 

To the Editor: 

Please allow me to respond direct
ly to Anonymous, author of "Life
styles of the Childless Poor": 

Virtually none of us has the ability 
to control our fertility, try though 
we may. Birth control often fails, and 
many an akeres habayis has 
proven her doctors wrong by sud
denly becoming pregnant. Mother
hood chooses us; we do not choose 
motherhood. So, Akara, you are 
justified in complaining that con
versations and remarks made by 
your peers are inappropriate and 
should be modified or dropped 
altogether, so as not to exclude you 
and other akaros. Would we boast 
to a legless man how good it feels 
to dance and run? Or complain to 
him that our new shoes pinch? 
Such talk would seem cruel and so 
the concept must be applied in all 
similar circumstances. even when 
we tend to forget about the other 
person's "handicap." Good mussar 
for us all. 

Just one point: To be sure, you 
crave a child of your own, but in the 
meantime think of other ways in 
which your maternal love can flour
ish. Many children-even frum 
children-are throwaways, latchkey 
kids, abused or neglected. Why not 
dig deep into your heart and see if 
there's room for a great chessed like 
adoption or foster parenting? 

Perhaps, Akara, I am in your shul/ 
kollell chevra. Perhaps I am the fool 
who blunders through our conver
sations with all the grace and charm 
of a bull in a china shop. So let me 
advise you here and now that the 
way to arrest my insensitivity is not 
to write articles. (I'm willing to bet 
that the woman who boasted to you 
at the Bar Mitzva about her son read 
your article and exclaimed, 'What a 
clod! I'd never say a thing like that!") 
People are, by their nature. defensive 
and full of denial. If, therefore, you 
don't like something I've said or 
done. you must tell me, to my face, 
so that I can ask your forgiveness 
properly, and perhaps become closer 
to you in the process. 
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Communication will start the 
healing process; ultimately, com
munication will bring Moshiach. 

BASKOHAIN 
Baltimore, Md. 

UNDERSTANDING OTHERS, 
EVEN THOSE WHO HURT US 

To the Editor: 

My heart goes out to the anonym
ous writer of "Lifestyles of the 
Childless Poor." Who can fathom her 
pain. as she continues to live with 
this frustration! Rachel Imeinu has 
described for us the same senti
ments that this woman endures, 
and this writer amplifies those 
feelings. Thank you to the editors 
who chose to enlighten us to the 
need of greater sensitivity, a lesson 
that hopefully we will all learn. 

There is another side of the coin. 
Although I experienced a few child
less years, they have faded into 
memoiy. So I do not come to con
demn the author, l"n. only to suggest 
that if she could possibly dip into 
superhuman recesses of strength 
and judge others favorably, she 
would find that they are not cruel, 
although they may be thoughtless. 
Is it fair to say that the stories of 
nashim tzidkanios are oversha
dowed by a few foolish words? These 
friends do not know how to act. but 
they do not want to hurt and some
times cannot figure out the "right" 
response. Did the girl who said that 
she was going to call her babysitter 
realize that those words were like 
daggers? Did that comment really 
exclude her from being one of the 
rachmonim? Obviously. people need 
to be educated ln what to say. It 
takes tremendous fine-tuning of 
middos to be able to creep into 
others' skin and see life as they do. 
This woman is requesting others to 
see how she will react before they 
speak. Perhaps she can make an 
effort to see things from their 
vantage point and see them all as 
friends whose desire is to make her 
happy; but they cannot deny that 
they have children. 

Perhaps articles like this should 
be accompanied by directives on 
how to act, not only how not to. In 

The Jewish Obseroer, December 1989 

addition, this woman should con
sult a Rav or baalas eitza (coun
selor) to discuss and tiy to find 
meaning in her nisayon. Then she 
would come to realize that "yesha
rim darchei Hashem"; although 
G-d's ways may be incomprehen
sible to us, they are all part of a 
Master Plan. This concept is vital to 
our emuna. The wonderful book by 
Rabbi Zelig Pliskin, Gateway to 
Happiness. may also be helpful to 
the author. It pains me so to see 
someone living in constant misery 
when the advice of such a book 
could be of help. 

Due to the sensitive nature of this 
topic. I too would appreciate remain
ing anonymous. 

BALTIMORE. MD. 

A MAN'S POINT OF VIEW: 
A PROVOCATION FOR PRAYER 

To the Editor: 

I am someone who went childless 
for a number of years of marriage, 
as has the author of "Lifestyles of 
the Childless Poor" (J.O. Tammuz 
5749). At first it was my wife who 
felt the pain of not having children. 
She was the first of her graduating 
class to mariy, yet her friends who 
married later were the ones becom
ing mothers. Month after month. 
she turned our home into a house 
of mourning. But soon I began to 
feel the pain. as well. My wife, in her 
desperation, began to blame me for 
our situation. We had no success 

' ', _>,'/ ' 
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Sjfbjger SuUs You Best 

with the fertility specialist, and I 
began to fear that we would never 
have children. Then one day we were 
helping a newlywed couple to tovel 
dishes in a mikva, as were the 
kalla's older married sister and 
brother-in-law. As thoughts of being 
childless crowded upon my mind, 
the sister of the kalla turned to us 
and said, "It's late. l don't know 
about you, but I have to get home 
to my kids." Such words can cut like 
knives into one who is sensitive over 
not having children waiting for him 
at home. 

Yet, all that Hashem does is for 
the best, and there must have been 
a good reason forthe torments !was 
feeling from my wife and the pain 
l felt from this woman's words. We 
have a similar episode in Tanach. 
Elkana had two wives, Penina and 
Chana. Only Penina had children, 
and she advertised this fact for no 
other reason than to provoke Chana. 
In the words of Tanach, Penina 
"vexed her sore. to make her fret." 
Pretty insensitive, wouldn't you say? 
Hardly the making of a tzadeikes. 
Yet our Chazal say that Penina was 
a tzadeikes. From where is this 
derived? The Tanachcontinues," ... 
year by year when she (Chana) went 
up to the house of Hashem, so she 
vexed her; therefore she wept." 
Penina knew that the best way 
Chana could acquire children was 
through Chana's own outpouring of 
supplications from a broken heart. 
Penina intentionally brought Chana 
to tears so that Chana could offer 
them when she went before the altar 
of Hashem. 

Now. if I were not required by 
Torah law to judge others favorably, 
I could say that the stinging words 
spoken by my wife and this other 
woman were not said with as pure 
a motive as were Penina's words to 
Chana. But that would not make 
their words any less functional. 
Baruch Hashem that they pierced 
me like swords! I ached from then 
on, and the following Yorn Kippur 
I cried and screamed and poured out 
my heart to Hashem for help. I do 
not believe my bitterness to have 
been anymore out of place than was 
Chana's. I finally believed the words 

I'd often mouthed about the matter 
being entirely in Hashem's hands. 
And I relegated the infertility spe
cialist to the function of a test and 
a means to hide the miracle. 

So if it hurts any childless woman 
when I say that Hashem has since 
blessed us, then it's for the best, and 
please don't waste that priceless tear 
on anger at a friend. 

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 

A COPY IN EVERY OFFICE 

To the Editor: 

I think a copy of the article should 
be placed in every obstetrical wait· 
ing room and mikva in Bora Park, 
Flatbush, and Lakewood. 

Perhaps if we show compassion 
towards those of us not fortunate 
enough to have children (yet), 
Hashem will have compassion on us 
and bring the Ge'ula swiftly. in our 
days. 

ROBERTS. MOSKOWITZ. M.0., 
FAC.P. 
Brooklyn, N, Y. 

CHILDLESSNESS: 
A SOURCE OF STRENGTH 

To the Editor: 

Please allow me, also a childless 
member of a "shul!kollel/chevra," 
to share my thoughts on "surviving 
this adversity with faith." 

Childless does not have to be 
equated with poor. Such an attitude 
is depressing and defeatist. Child
less couples are in fact quite rich, for 
we have unique opportunities 
which others aren'tafforded.Admit
tedly, some situations are at best 
uncomfortable-''How many children 
do you have?"-and at worst, 
prompt a deluge of tears. But how 
many people have the opportunity, 
the zechus, to cry with emotion and 
fervor to Hashem while waiting for 
something sweet, as opposed to 
coping with a bitter situation? 

We have the challenge of learning 
tojarginnen yenem-to rejoice over 
the blessings Hashem has bestowed 
upon our friends. We are challenged 
to internalize the Chazal that 
instructs us that one person can't 
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touch that which Hashem has 
prepared for his friend-hence we 
call our friends who have just given 
birth and wish them a mazal tov, 
with fullest sincerity. We rejoice in 
their simcha, thanking Hashem 
that they are not going through that 
which we are enduring. 

A friend calls and discusses or 
even "kvetches" about nausea, 
sleepless nights. and even "ungainly 
appearances." We in our situation 
must realize that these apparent 
trivialities and berachos for which 
we are longing are indeed a strain. 
These are our friend's nisyonos
trials which tax her peace of mind, 
patience, health and. yes, even her 
joy of life. We can offer suggestions 
as opposed to hanging up and 
blaming her for being insensitive 
and unfair. 

It is important for our peace of 
mind to be busy-and we have the 
time to involve ourselves in chessed 
and tzorchei tzibbur (communal 
undertakings),which our peers wish 
thev would have. 

G-d longs for tefillos. Through 
them we can develop a close and 
deep relationship with the Creator. 
One can feel a sense of warmth and 
care when one listens and hears a 
voice saying, "Listen, my dear, dear 
child, I'm doing what is best for you. 
Do you want Me to give you some
thing not in your best interest?" 
And we can answer back in our 
tefillos-"Hashem, please send me 
children. But if You don't. I know 
that this is what is best for me. 
Please give me the strength to 
withstand this test." 

Such are the treasures of the 
childless rich. 

CLEVELAND. OHIO 

CHILDLESSNESS: A "NISAYON" 
TO PROMOTE GROWTH 

To the Editor: 

As we are in the midst of our own 
nisayon (test) With infertility, I was 
especially interested to read your 
article entitled "Lifestyles of the 
Childless Poor." 

I fully understand the sorrow and 
pain of the "childless poor." It is true 
that others' lack of sensitivity 
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causes me great anguish. But when 
one is properly dealing with "adver
sity with faith," one does not merely 
"survive" (as your cover suggests) 
but one has the opportunity to grow 
and reach greater heights in avodas 
Hashem. 

In fact the word nisayon itself 
comes from the root word nes-a 
banner to be raised up high 
(Tehillim 60). The Ramban ex
plains that the purpose of a nisayon 
is to bring out a person's potential 
strengths, not l"n his weaknesses. 

We personally have found this to 
be the case. Although I would never 
ask for such a nisayon, there is no 
doubt that it has strengthened my 
relationship with G-d. Of course, 
there have been tears but "Those 
who sow in tears reap with joy." 

Each person has his own nisayon. 
There is no doubt that it is a 
nisayon to maintain a cheerful 
attitude when constantly nauseous 
or tired from sleepless nights. Like
wise, shidduchim pose numerous 
hurdles to be overcome. Infertility 
has its own unique difficult points. 
It is a very private issue that on an 
individual basis is not and cannot 
be discussed openly (for reasons of 
modesty). This fact causes people 
with infertility problems to feel 
isolated and frustrated with no 
outlet. 

Let us not make light of the 
ntsayon of the next person, but 

rather use it to appreciate what we 
do have. while at the same time 
sensitize ourselves to the feelings of 
others. 

JERUSALEM 

AS THE CHOFETZ CHAIM SAID 

To the Editor: 

We. too, are struggling with child
lessness. We are in line for an 
adoption, but it seems to be a long, 
long time until our tum comes. In 
the meantime, someone recom
mended the Chofetz Chaim's book
let Shem Olam to us, and my 
husband and I spent time studying 
it together regularly. It ls reshaping 
our thinking, and I strongly recom
mend it to others in our situation. 

Los ANGELES 

LINK UP WITH A RAV AND A 
SUPPORT GROUP 

To the Editor: 

We would like to thank the woman 
who bravely shared her grief and 
pain concerning her infertility, and 
commend you for bringing this real 
problem out into the open. 

As two individuals who have 
personally struggled with the pain 
of infertility, and as clinical psychol
ogists who have worked with infer
tile couples professionally. we would 
like to share some additional infor-
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mation about infertility that might 
be helpful to infertile couples, their 
families and friends. 

Couples experiencing infertility 
are dealing with more than just a 
physical medical condition. The 
stress of infertility and its treatment 
has a profound emotional impact on 
couples. Marital and social relation
ships, job performance and feelings 
of self-esteem often suffer. Anger, 
frustration, grief and isolation are 
common. 

We have found that the pain of 
infertility is intensified when cou
ples feel like they are alone in their 
struggle and when they lack approp
riate information concerning med·· 
ical options and alternatives. 

When couples feel isolated, it is 
extremely helpful for them to seek 
out support groups where they can 
share their feelings and experiences 
with others who are in the same 
situation. 

If couples are experiencing emo
tional difficulties, they should not 
hesitate to consult their Rav and 
follow through on any recommen- ' 
dations for counseling. 

Further, since diagnosis and 
treatment of infertility can be 
extremely complex and imprecise, it 
is imperative that couples take an 
active role in their treatment. They 
can do this by becoming informed 
consumers: educating themselves, 
becoming involved in the decision 
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2NEWITEMS 

Tape on 
What Bracha is 
Required for an 
EARTHQUAKE 
Halacha & Hashkafa 

Booklet on 

$6.00 

·.;11 ·, .. SENDING BIRDS FREE 
M Mitzvas Shiluach Hakain 

52 

-a merit for longevity, 
offspring & wealth $4.00 

·BdihJtt1nsfOT $9.60, ·sen.a t.o:. 
Yeshiva Fund 

Box82, S.J., N.Y.10309 

making process and having an 
adequate medical referral list of 
competent fertility specialists. 

A general clearinghouse for infor
mation, books, medical referral lists, 
support groups and counseling 
hotlines is run by RESOLVE, a 
national non-profit self-help organ
ization which serves the needs of 
infertile individuals. In fact. Resolve 
of N.Y.C. runs support groups for 
Orthodox individuals and/or cou
ples which are led by Orthodox 
leaders. (Phone #212-971-8538) 

We would like to urge infertile 
couples to support one another and 
to realize that they are not alone in 
their suffering as they pursue their 
goal of becoming parents. 

JOEL COMET. Ph.D. 
SARA L.F. BARIS. Psy.D. 
New York City 

A WORD FROM THE AUTHOR 

To the Editor: 

First of all, I thank you from the 
bottom of my heart for printing our 
"message to Kial Yisroel." I also am 
grateful to you for sending me the 
responses, which moved me to tears 
and reminded me of the special 
nation I belong to that cares enough 
about its fellow members to take the 
time to comfort and strengthen. 
Each time I read the letters. ending 
with "I daven for you ... May you 
be blessed ... ," 1 truly marvel at 
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the uniqueness and compassion of 
our people. Even the ones who 
criticized my "oversensitivity" still 
ended their letter with a tefilla and 
a beracha. We are deeply grateful for 
all the tejillos that will now be said 
on account of the article which you 
published. You have created a bond 
between people who do not even 
know each other, or even each 
other's names!! 

I also write to ask you to please 
print the letter written by the widow. 
The stories she tells make me feel 
silly for crying over mine! She 
opened my eyes, and there are many 
more eyes to be opened. 

MRS.ANON 

THE SILENT SUFFERING OF THE 
ORPHANED POOR 

To the Editor: 

Anonymous did a great thing. She 
deserves to be commended! She had 
the courage to do what so many 
others would like to do-she was 
mezakeh the rabbim. 

How many times I had wanted to 
scream out for the world to hear; 
how many times I almost wrote "that 
letter." I desperately wanted to 
inform the "elite" of our society of 
the hurt they were inflicting upon 
my family, and upon so many others 
in a similar situation. Somehow, I 
never had the courage. Now she 
paved the way for me. 
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REAL BEAUTIFUL 
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My story is different from hers, 
but I feel her pain. It embraces the 
entire being and is so tormenting 
that you sometimes feel that you can 
not go on. 

I lost my husband when my child
ren were young, and the suffering 
is still undescribable. I don't refer 
to my personal anguish of crying 
myself to sleep night after night with 
wony and loneliness. I don't even 
refer to what my children painfully 
missed-a father's hug, a father's 
kiss, sitting on a father's lap, a father 
bentching them Erev Yorn Kippur, 
a father leading them to the chupa. 
All that is expected. I sadly and 
painfully refer to the hurt and 
suffering wrought about by the 
chinuch world, which made my 
children's fate so much worse than 
need be. Who can keep track of the 
countless times the children barely 
managed to open the door, after 
their day in yeshiva and school, 
before they burst into uncontrolla
ble sobbing! 

Let me share with you a mother's 
pain at hearing her yesoma relate 
in a quivering voice, "Mommy, the 
Melava Malka for fathers will be in 
a few weeks. They come around 
every day announcing that all the 
fathers must attend: every child 
whose father will attend will be 
entitled to a door prize. There will 
also be a drawing for a grand prize. 
But remember, no prize at all if your 
father does not attend. Mommy, I 
just can't hear about this Melava 
Malka any more, I can't ... I can't." 

Where is the chinuch sensitivity 
to be directed, if not at yesomimand 
yesomos? Me lava Malka for fathers 
and luncheons for mothers are 
important fund-raising events, so 
there is no choice but to make all 
those aforementioned announce
ments. Why can't the announce
ments include any other members 
of the family: grandfathers, uncles, 
older brothers, or even close friends 
or neighbors, as long as that person 
represents that particular child? 
The same would hold true for the 
girls' schools. No one would feel left 
out, and no one would be so terribly 
hurt. Besides, how many children 
are doubly punished when their 
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fathers or mothers are sick or 
otherwise cannot attend the specific 
function? 

Why must the yasom be contin
uously exposed to: "I expect all the 
fathers to chazer with their sons; 
no excuses." And then Erev Shab
bos, the boys are told, "Remember 
to tell your fathers the divrei Torah 
at the Shabbos table. Oh, will your 
fathers have hana'a when they will 
hear how nicely you know the 
Chumash and Gemoraf' 

Wouldn't it be more befitting to 
address the class a little differently 
when there is a yasom in its midst? 
Must his wound be reopened and 
cut deeper time after time? 

At the beginning of the school 
year, information cards are distrib
uted to the students. My children 
leave blanks by their father's name, 
to be told: 'You forgot to fill in your 
father's name. What's the matter, 
you forgot it or something?" 

Amongst the cruelest incidents 
involved a teacher who knew of my 
daughter's situation, and called her 
up to recite the "Mah Nishtano." 
When my daughter just shrugged 
her shoulders. obviously not being 
able to say "Tatte. laben," the 
teacher stated. "Ah, so you don't 
know it-you had better study it for 
tomorrow." The following days were 
repeat performances with the 
teacher progressively showing more 
annoyance. . . . Every year before 
Pesach, she relives this scene with 
tormenting anguish. 

What makes some rebbeim and 
teachers behave In these ways? 
Sometimes it is just due to lack of 
thinking, but other times it is based 
on a new progressive trend in 
education; make believe the child Is 
like all other children, otherwise 
you'll cripple him or her. Perhaps it's 
okay for the rebbi and teacher to 
play "make believe," but the child 
coming home to a one-parent home 
does not live in a make-believe world. 

Please don't misunderstand. My 
children and I do not want to be 
singled out. We want to be treated 
normally, but consistant with that 
which would be considered normal 
for our situation. Dear rebbi or 
teacher. please don't consider my 
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child a problem, but don't tum him 
or her into a problem, either. 

Did you ever stop to think why 
there are so many warnings in the 
Torah regarding the treatment of 
yesomim? The Ribbono Shel Olam 
knows the human psyche best, and 
certainly desires normalcy for the 
yasom, yet gave so many prohibi
tions .... Principals, rebbeim and 
teachers should set an example for 
the rest of society. Is it any wonder 
that this sensitivity is missing 
amongst people of all ages? Girls 
sitting around fantasizing how they 
will feel when their father will dance 
the mitzva tanzwith them while the 
yesoma does not know which way 
to turn. Or the tzeddaka collectors 
who insist that they must see the 
father, and the mother will abso
lutely not do. The list goes on and 
on .... 

No doubt, no one means to hurt 
anyone. but 1 somehow feel that the 
Ribbono Shel Olam expects more of 
His chosen nation. If principals, 
rebbeim and teachers will make a 
conscious effort to emulate Him, 
then the rest of Bnei Yisroel, which 
is really an Am Kadosh, will take 
their cue from the example setters. 

NEW YORK CI'IY 

• 
COMMENTS FROM LILLIPUT: 

BIG DESIGNS IN SAN JOSE 

To the Editor: 

I read with excitement Mr. Neus
tadt's "Modest Proposal" in your 
September issue. As he noted. Jews 
are leaving the Soviet Union in 
larger numbers than ever. 

In San Jose, with a population of 
over 30.000 Jews, 900 Soviet fam
ilies settled this last year alone. 
They. and our Jewish Russian 
brethren who preceded them, are 
blending into the American scene 
very nicely-too nicely. 

The local Jewish community has 
seen to many of their physical 
needs-pamassah, transportation, 
housing. furniture. etc. But their 
spiritual needs, in our understand
ing of the phrase. are a long way 
from being met. Except for possibly 
one or two individuals. none of these 

immigrants have been introduced 
to such concepts as Shabbos obser
vance. kashrus, and taharas 
hamishpacha. Many young Jewish 
Russian men and women are on the 
road to intermarriage. Their child
ren attend public schools, or in a 
few cases. they have been admitted 
to private prestigious Catholic or 
other denominational schools. The 
secular San Jose community has 
accepted these immigrants with 
open arms and ls desirous of offer
ing them a taste of. and absorbing 
them into. theAmerican wayoflife
with all its many facets. 

Fortunately. there is a small. but 
steadily growing oasis of Torah 
Judaism in this vast Northern 
California desert. Our kehilla. Con
gregation Am Echad, was adopted 
twelve years ago by the Rav and 
Rebbetzin A H. Lapin who arrived 
from Johannesburg, South Africa 
The Rav is a nephew and disciple 
of HaRav Eliyahu Lopian, '"~l. The 
Rav first established his Beth M!d
rash Keser Torah (where he gives 
shiruim for the men and women), 
followed by several other important 
Torah institutions, including the 
Beth Din of San Jose, N'shei Agu
dath Israel of Northern California. 
and the Gan Torah School. 

The Rav's approach of teaching 
Torah by example discourages the 
"leap of faith," whereby a person 
proclaims to be ]rum one day. and 
the next day it may well be forgotten. 
A person should be firmly en
trenched in Torah and Yiddishkeit 
before he can reach out to others. 
That is why Mr. Neustadt's "modest 
proposal" struck such a harmoni
ous chord. 

This past summer we were suc
cessful in organizing Bar Mitzvas 
for two Jewish Russian teenage boys 
who might not otherwise have had 
a Bar Mitzva. We are endeavoring to 
interest Jewish Russian immi
grants to send their children to the 
Gan Torah School. Hopefully, .these 
children will be assimilated into a 
Torah way of life. They in tum, and 
we, will have a positive influence on 
their parents. As Mr. Neustadt 
stated. "Obviously, the focus should 
be on the children, since they are 
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the most receptive .... " 
The proposal sounds excellent for 

New York. and G-d willing. it should 
meet with much hatzlacha. These 
ideas, in spite of the difficulties and 
uphill struggle, are being incorpo
rated Into the San Jose Torah 
community, as well. 

MRS. JORDANA NOVICE 
Administrator, Gan Torah 
San Jose. CA 

MESSAGES FROM 
A DEAF BOY'S COUNSELOR 

To the Editor: 

While the average issue of The 
Jewish Observer has a considerable 
amount of thought-provoking mate
rial, I never felt a need to write In 
until I read "Teachers, Labels, and 
Mirrors" by Dovid Wax (June '89). 
Aside from the Inspiration we can 
receive from any physically chal
lenged individual's perseverance 
and achievement. there are far 
broader lessons for educators and 
parents. How many of us have been 
victimized by teacher's sarcasm or 
unconstructlve discipline? 

Low self-esteem is not a condition 
to be ignored: the results can be 
quite serious. Think for a minute, 
how many friends from yeshiva/ 
shul/neighborhood have become 
Indifferent to Judaism? How many 
are no longer observant? Were these 
the kids who were a little different, 
who were teased by their peers. or 
put down In school or at home? In 
my experience with college-aged 
youth, I have found the correlation 
between low self-esteem and unins
pired observance to be quite high. 

What to do Is, as Mr. Wax suggests. 
recognize EACH student as special 
and unique. Educators and parents 
must realize that though there is a 
need to discipline, there is no need 
to withhold love. Reb Chaim 
Shmuelevitz commented that Pin
chas was singularly capable of being 
the zealot ONLY because he was a 
son of Aaron who personified Aha
vas YisroeL How often do mechan
chim or parents over-concentrate on 
law enforcement and neglect 
reinforcement? 

Teaching ourselves and our child-
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ren to believe in G-d Is insufficient. 
This phase of education must be 
carried a step further; we must teach 
how to believe In ourselves. to have 
our children/students recognize In 
themselves their value and worth. 
We must communicate the notion 
that "because I am commanded to 
serve G-d, IAMWORTHY of standing 
before Him, not in terms of I deserve 
it but in terms of self-worth. innate 
human nobility. And as G-d's crea
tion, I may never give up on myself 
nor feel that I am too lowly a creature 
to serve Hashem" 

Dovid Wax's article goes a long 
way to convey this often neglected 
but essential element of chinuch. 
Hopefully, we all can learn to look 
for the "white teeth.'' 

(RABBI) BINYAMIN ANTIN 
New York City 

CORRECTION 

The lead article In last month's JO 
(Nov.'89), "The Pursuit of Happiness, 
Social Decay . •• and the Jew, "by Rabbi 
Aaron Brafman, was publlsbed In Incor
rect sequence. through technical error. 

To read the article in proper sequence, 
after the quotation from Doresh Moshe 
(p.6,col.2), "tocreateastableworlcl. "skip 
to the first paragraph on page 7, beginning 
with "In other words. . . . " At the end 
of the article, go back to the final para
graph at the second col .. page 6, begin
ning: "Perhaps the solution •. , " until the 
", .• and yet not succumbing to its traps." 

We believe that It would be worth the 
elfort. 
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CLASSIC KOSHER 
COOKING 

by Sara Finkel 

" ••• the Mamma of books 
on Jewish . cooking. Sara 
Flnkel. •. has produced a 
truly. cl.assic cookbook." 

YOUR JERUSALEM 
"For the kosher cook ••• 

this work Is a discovery of 
the first magnitude." 

ASSOCIATION of JEWISH 
LIBRARIES NEWSLETTER 
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$'medium potatOes 
1 small onion 
2 l•rg• eggs 
3 tablespoons 'florir, sihed, optional 
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l tab1eSpoon oil 
oil, for ffylng' 

Grate potatoes and _Onion finely. 
Let stand_ for 5 minutes and 

squeeze out excess liquid, Stir in 
remaining ifigredie'nts; Fty ih hot oii 
on both sidtis until _goideh -brown: 
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FOR YOUR 
INSPIRATION 

AIZER K'NEGDO I THE DELICATE 8Al.Ar!CE 

THE INFINITE CHAIN 
Rabbi Nathan T. Lopes Cardozo 
A rever!lnt and fascinating pre' 
sentation of the oral tradition, 
the mitzvot, the Talmudic rules 
of interpretation, and many 
little-understood facets of the 
oral and written Torah. 

The many readers delighted by Aizer 
K'negdo, Sarah Chana Radcliffe's warm 
and witty book on shalom bayis, will wel
come her newest work. The Delicate 
Balance .. takes a penetrating look. at 
childrearing and how to achieve that 
"delicate balance" between a child's love 
and fear of his parents. Aizer. K'negdo 
and The Delicate Balance are .important 
reading for every Jewish family. 

SOMETHING 
FOR EVERYONE 

Available at your local bookstore. 

LEGACY OF GOLD 
by Raphael Sackville 

A courageous Jewish English· 
man keeps his faith against all 

odds in the wilderness of the 
nineteenth century Australian 

outback. A powerful first novel. 
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