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-~bank you, O G-d, for having placed our lot among those who dwell in Houses 
of Study and . .. not among those at the corners. 

For we arise and they 
arise. We arise for words of 
Torah and they arise for folly. 

We labor and they labor. 
We labor and recei.ve reward, 
and they labor and do not 
recei.ve reward. 

We race and they race. We 
race to the World-to-Come 
and they race to the void. 

FROM IDE HADRAN PRAYER 
RE07FJJ AT IDE SIYUM 



A Historic Demonstration qf Love jor Torah 

The most commonly spoken com
ment on the massive gathertng of 
some 20,000 Jews in New York 
City's Madison Square Garden to 
celebrate the Siyum Hashas qfDaf 
Yomi, was: ''There are no words to 
capture the feeling of being there." 
When the descriptive power of 
words falls short, one is forced to 
resort to metaphors, to use other 
expertences as a means for convey
ing the elusive. And in some cases, 
the metaphor actually does a better 
job qf conveying the truth. 
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"THIS IS SINAI" 

he Immortal words of Rabbi 
Aaron Kotler J"~l· were strik
ingly relevant: "So many mitz-

vos are zeicher leyetzias Mitz
rayim. commemorative of the Exo
dus from Egypt. Receiving the Torah 
at Sinai is no less important, no less 
crucial to the forming of Klal Yisroel 
than the Exodus. Why are there no 
mitzvos zeicher le kabbolas ha
Torah-to commemorate the sem
inal event at Sinai? 
•ctted by Rabbi Elya Svei at the Slyum 

"Because (said Reb Aaron) Sinai 
is an on-going event. Just as 'the 
sound of the shofar [at Sinai] grows 
increasingly louder' (Shemos 
19,19), continuing to this very day. 
so is Receiving the Torah an on
going experience, accessible as an 
Immediate reality to whoever 
reaches for it" .... This gathering 
to celebrate the Siyum Hashas was 
Mattan Torah. 

Can one think of a more unlikely 
Mount Sinai than Madison Square 
Garden? Filling several blocks in 
Manhattan's West 30's, host to 
sports events, rock concerts and 
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circuses: yet on April 26, its doors 
were thrown open to streams of 
Jews coming to celebrate a distinc
tively Torah event. . . . But then 
again, what was Mount Sinai before 
Mattan Torah ... but the Desert of 
Sinai? And after the Revelation. it 
was once again the Desert of Sinai. 

THE ANTICIPATION 

ow does one prepare !Or an 
exciting, once-in-history 
event? Kial Yisroel slept on 

the eve of Mattan Torah. Not Dan 
Nitzotzi, a Dqf Yomi regular from 
Brooklyn. who writes: 

The Siyum HaShas cost me a lot of 
sleep. 

No. I am not on the Agudath Israel staff. 
I did not spend countless hours planning, 
organizing and arranging the event
though I surely envy the zechus of those 
who did. The success or, G-d forbid, 
failure of the event was ln no way my 
responsibility-though In my heart I 
prayed thst all would go well and thst the 
mammoth Kiddush Hashem thst was 
anticlpsted would become a reality. 

I bad dllBculty sleeping the night before 
the Siyum, simply from excitement. The 
thought thst on the following evening, I 
would be joining twenty thonsand other 
Torah Jews In an ezpression of Kavod 
Hashem. Kavod Hatorah. and achdus 
(unity) left me tingling with a kind of ez
cltement thst I bad never ezperienced. 

I did not lmsgine wbat I was In for. 
A stray thought crossed my mind as the 

bour of the Siyum approached. The first 
concern was the weather. 1he previous 
day bad been rainy. The following day was 
to be bot and humid. Slyum day was 
picture pcrfect, a cloudless sky, moderate 
temperatures, a refreablng breeze. When 
Rabbi Meir Shapiro's Daf Yomi propossl 
bad been accepted at the first Knessia 
Gedoioh, the Chofetz Chaim bad ssid thst 
this development "bad brought joy In 
Heaven ... I wondered: Was the beautiful 
weather G-d's way of showing His pleasnre 
over the Siyum thst was soon to begin? 

THE "WALLS" OF SINAI 

number of other elements 
underscored the "Sinai" 

pect of the occasion. The 
commentaries draw constant paral
lels between the Mishkan (the 
sanctuary of the Midbar) and the 
Giving of the Torah at Sinai. That 
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peak moment of Revelation was 
somehow preserved in the configu
ration of the Mishkan: Mattan 
Torah and the Mishkan were equi
vaiencies. In that case, asks the 
Meshech Chochma. what at Har 
Sinai corresponded to the walls of 
the Mishkan? He answers: The 
people were the walls Qf the "sanc
tuary" Qf Har Sinai. 

Entering the Garden and feasting 
one's eyes on the floor filled with 
people. stretching to the stands. 
which rose upward to the very top 
of the auditorium, one understood 
the concept. The people were the 
walls Qf the "sanctuary" Qf Har 
SinaL 

In fact. one participant nudged 
this writer in the ribs, and pointed 
to the panorama: "See that crowd? 
Double or triple it, and you have one 
Sheivet one of the Twelve Tribes. 
Twelve such huge assemblages. and 
you have the 600,000 Jews at Mat
tan Torah." 

"That makes this crowd only a 
small fraction of Sinai. Are you try
ing to cut things down?" 

"Just the opposite. I feel that we're 
part of something much, much 
bigger. Don't you feel it?" 

mE "AM ECHAD" CONCEPT 

" yichan sham Yisroel 
neged hohor-and Israel 
encamped beneath the 

mountain" (Shemos 19.2). From the 

singular form of "encamped" (vayi
chan). Chazal deduce that the vari
ous Shevatim. the myriad individ
uals of Kial Yisroel, were united, as 
one, at Sinai. 

The main motivating purpose 
behind Rabbi Meir Shapiro's Daf 
Yomi proposal was-even more than 
harbotzas ha Torah-the concept of 
unifying all of Israel by studying the 
same page of the Talmud on the 
same day. As one participant (Dr. 
Yaakov Salomon) wrote: 

"When the accountant in San Diego, the 
cheder Rebbi In Monsey, the jewelry 
merchant in Antwerp, and the Rosh 
Yeshiva !n Bnei Brsk are all tolling over 
the same Tosqf os In Kesuvos on the same 
day, a most commanding bond is formed. 
When the same ioqulslttve and deductive 
offerings of Ravloa aod Rav Asbl are 
shared byTslmudlsts across the globe, no 
prereqalsites for admission are posted. 
Age, heritage, tradition, competence, and 
yarmulke fabric or color all become 
lnconsequentlsl. Only the willingness to 
learn Is required for those who wish to 
experience the privilege of charter mem
bership In the Am HaSefer-the People 
of the Book! A prominent Rosb Yeshiva 
can find himself sitting nezt to a modest 
ba'al habayis on a plane, yet they can 
regsle for hours, learning the Daf Yoml 
together. It's happened many a time. (One 
such In-flight incident was described at 
the recent Convention or Agudath Israel 
of America by a princlpsl In just such an 
lmprompto stody session, the Telsbe
Cblcago Rosh Hayeshiva, Rabbi Avro
hom Chaim Levin.)" 
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Rabbi Yaakov Wetnbel!] (Ner Israel}, Rabbi Aaron Schechter (Chaim Berlin), Rabbi 
Binyomin Paler (M'kor Chaim), Amshinover Rebbe, Rabbi Zelig Epstein (Shaaret 
Torah}, Rabbi Moshe Sherer, president qf Agudath Israel qf America-sponsors of Daf 
Yomt and organizers of the Styum Celebration. 

Tehtllim before and after the Siyum, led 
by Bluzhover Rebbe (Rabbi Zvi Spira) 
and the Vyelepole Rebbe (Rabbi Yosef 
Frankel}. 
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This Kial Yisroel component was 
vividly obvious in tbe mix at the 
Siyum celebration; for, indeed, they 
came from California, Toronto, 
Mexico City and Kansas City ... 
Sephardi, Ashkenazi, and generic 
American. Many a kipa seruga in
termingled with Yeshivishe "black" 
and Chassidic "Jong"; they came 
from Yeshiva Rabbi Isaac Elchonon. 
and from the likes of Torah Vodaath 
and Beis Medrash Govoha, and they 
came from groups such as Bobov, 
Ger. Klausenberg, Skver and Vizh
nitz. In his greetings to the Siyum 
Rabbi Moshe Neuscbloss, the Rav 

of Skver, reported how some 300 
residents of New Square (a Chas
sidic community In suburban Rock
land County, N.Y.) are engrossed in 
Daf Yomi ... how they fill corners 
in their schedules and the cracks 
in their day with study of the day's 
Daf in small impromptu groups: 
during the break before tekias 
shofaron Rosh Hashana, in the few 
minutes before the Rebbe joins 
them at the tisch. ... 

"KLAL" AND "PRAT"
COMMUNITY AND INDIVIDUALS 

he Kial Yisroel aspect of the 
gathering seemed to interface 
with the specific messages 

that the speakers addressed to each 
individual in their speeches. Rabbi 
ElyaSvei(RoshHayeshiva, Yeshiva 

of Philadelphia) drew on the inter
pretations of the Maharal and, later, 
the Beis Halevi. that described the 
individual Jew as the receiver-and, 
then. the transmitter-of Torah 
Sheb'al Peh. And what serves as the 
klqf, the specially treated, conse
crated parchment on which the 
sacred words of Torah are im
pressed (corresponding to the 
parchment of the Torah scrolls)? 
The mortal mind and heart that 
analyze and study Torah, the tongue 
that articulates the Oral Law-they 
are the klaj. (Which listener failed 
to shudder at the implications of 
being a klaffor Torah!) 

Rabbi Aharon David Dunner, 
Dayan of Hisachdus Kehillos Ha-



Charediin, London, underscored the 
discipline required to adhere to the 
Daj Yomi schedule day in, day out. 
He related how two gaonim of their 
time, Rabbi Yitzchok Elchonon 
Spektor (Kovna Rav) and Reb Itzel 
Blazer (Petreberger) in their youth 
had entered a competition: which of 
the two would complete the entire 
Mesechte Succa first. beginning 
after Maariv on Motza'ei Yom Kip
pur. Reb Yitzchok Elchonon hurried 
home, quickly ate the festive meal, 
and rushed back to the beis mid
rash-to find Reb ltzel already there! 

Reb Itzel finished the Mesechte 
first. Since they were not permitted 
to converse until both had con
cluded the Mesechte, it was only 
later that Reb Yitzchok Elchonon 
discovered that Reb ltzel did not eat 
more quickly than he had. He had 
remained in the beis midrash right 
after Maariv to embark on his 
assignment, and thus finished first. 
Every lapse in time remains with a 
person as a on-going deficit, waiting 
for correction-especially in Daj 
Yomi! 

REFRESHMENT IN THE DARK 

n conducting the actual siyum 
on the final Mesechta of Shas, 
Novominsker Rebbe, Rabbi 

Yaakov Perlow, quoted the Rebbe 

Reb Bunem of P'schis'cha, who had 
commented on the verse in Eicha: 
"bamachashakim hoshivani, G-d 
placed us in dark and desolate 
places." Chazal (the sages) com-
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ment that this "darkness" refers to 
Talmud Bavli. The P'schis'cher says 
that hoshivani in this context 
comes from the term meshivas 
nefesh, restoring and refreshing the 
soul. Thus, the Prophet tells us that 
in the wake of destruction, exile, 
degradation, and darkness, G-d 
granted us one way to restore and 
refresh our souls. He gave us Tal
mud Bavli. Torah Sheb'al Peh has 
inspired, stimulated, and comforted 
Jewry throughout the exile, in 
countless situations that would 
have broken us without it. R'Meir 
and R'Yehuda, Rovo and Abaye 
speak to us every day. They chal
lenge us and hearten us. At Madison 
Square Garden theywere our guests 
of honor. We came to pledge loyalty 
to them and they, through their 
successors. came to restore and 
refresh our souls. 

Rabbi Shimon Schwab, Rav of 
Congregation K'hal Adath Jeshu-

run, New York, pointed out how 
elevated one becomes through invol
vement in learning. He recalled how 
his Rebbe, the Mirrer Mashgiach, 
Rabbi Yeruchem Levovitz, held up 
a volume of Gemora, exclaiming, "Is 
there another printed book in the 
entire world like this, in which every 
word, from cover to cover, is Emes
truth?" More (said Rabbi Schwab), 
the Oral Law is characterized in 
the Birkas HaTorah as "Chayei 
Olam-etemal life." And-further
the Aramaic term for Torah is 
Rachmona, derived from the 
Hebrew word for mercy. Imagine, if 
you will, the Torah student groping 

to understand a passage of Gemora. 
He is not on the verge of drowning 
in a churning sea of information. To 
the contrary. he is afloat in the Yam 
Hatalmud, a veritable ocean oflove. 
mercy, and everlasting life! 

TO TAKE THE PLUNGE 

he ameliorative powers of 
Torah were projected by Rab
bi Elya Fisher, Rosh Kolle! 

Ger, in his has'chala of Mesechte 

Berachos: The hour for reciting the 
Shma at night is defined in the first 
Mishna of Shas by a tangential 
reference to the time when Koha
nim who had been tomeh may eat 
teruma, which is on the evening 
before their kapora (sacrificial 
atonement). In its very first lesson, 
he said, Shas is telling us that one 
should not wait until being totally 
purified before partaking of holi
ness. He should start as soon as he 
can, plunging Into Torah study even 
before one feels "spiritually ready." 

OF JOY AND SORROW 

onflicting elements of festiv
ity and awe seemed in con
stant tension, much as the 

Maamad Har Sinai Involved a 
ratzah vesha,,_magnetic attrac
tion and awe-inspiring retreat. The 
aisles of the Garden floor were 
aswarm with kids, craning their 
necks, stretching their legs, snap
ping pictures, scouting for the 
refreshment stand, and ultimately 
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joining the masses in an unforget
table Maartv. (See the letter from a 
second grader at the end of this 
article.) 

The role of the children at the 
once-in-seven-years Hakheil gath
ering of Klal Yisroel was the point 
of reference for Rabbi Osher Green
feld, Rav and Rosh Kollel of K'hal 
Imrei Chaim, Vizhnitz, Montreal: 

'Why do the children come? To give 
reward to those who bring them." 
This Is not to be understood In the 
passive sense, but as part of the 
children's active ascent toward their 
goal of eventual spiritual maturity 
and greatness. The Hakheil expe
rience becomes impressed on their 
minds and they begin to strive for 
growth .... The same father that 
brought his children to this gath
ering wtll serve as a role-model for 
them when he closes the door on 
day-to-day distractions and concen
trates his energies on mastering the 
Daj And the children will again take 
note and dream of the day when they 
will do the same. 

By striking contrast. recurrent 
references were made to the 6 
Million Kedoshim, counting a mil
lion children among them. This was 
in keeping with the decision of the 
Moetzes Gedolei HaTorah of Agu
dath Israel of America, fifteen years 
ago, to dedicate the Siyumim to the 
memory of the Kedoshim, Chazan 
Dovid Werdyger's rendition of "Keil 
Molei Rachomim" seemed to soar 
through the rafters of the Garden, 
directly to the Kanfei Hashechina. 
taking the Omeins-and the 
hearts-of 20,000 Jews with him. 

The Kaddish, led by Rabbi Mor
dechai Lubart, who had been a 
talmid of Rabbi Meir Shapiro in 
Lublin, had immediacy to one and 
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all, bringing to mind the words of 
Rabbi Yosef Harari-Raful, Rosh 
Yeshiva of Yeshivat Ateret Torah, 
who quoted the Chazal: 'When the 
people of Israel gather en masse, 
hear words of Aggada from their 
sages, and answer 'yehei shmei 
rabbah mevorach,' HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu rejoices in heaven and 
says to the angels: 'Come and look 
at the nation I created unto me
see how they praise me!' " Indeed, 
the thundering "yehei shmei rab
bah mevorach," punctuating the 
largest such gathering ever in close 
to 2,000 years, is perhaps the most 
accurate and pithy summary of the 
event. 

Among the Siyum's participants was a 
friend of mind whose religious observance 
bas grown steadily over the past two years. 
He told me, "I've been to the Garden many 
times-for all kinds of nonsense. I will 
never again attend another Knick or 
Ranger game. To go to the Garden for such 
things would be to taint the wonclerful 
memories of what I've just ezperienced. 
You have no Ides what thls night bas done 
for me." 

I bad hoped to get a good night's sleep 
that night. lnstesd, I lay awake relhing 
the evening and wondering how I could 
hold on to those precious few hours 
forever. The aDBwer to this, I finally 
realized. had been offered at the Siyum. 
Rabbi Dunner had said that for a momen
tary hisorerus to leave a lasting elfect, 
one must resolve without delay to adopt 
some form of self-Improvement. Rabbi 
Dunner called on us all to increase our 
commitment to Torah study. Rabbi Svel 
bad concluded his address with a call for 
an increase of Kiddush Sheim Sha
mayim in our everyday lives as an ezten~ 
slon of the great Kiddush Hashem in 
wblch we bad parUcipated. Responding to 
these calls was the key to holding on to 
the Siyum for the rest of our lives. The 
n- day&, weeks , . , and years, If well 
conceived, could now from the night's 
Inspiration. 

DAN NITZOTZI 
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Dr. Meir Wikler 

Personal Reflections 
on Being There 

FEBRUARY 12, 1990 
The Garden? Do they really expect 

to fill Madison Square Garden? 
Only a small spark of credulity 

flickers through my skepticism. so 
I reserve a ticket well in advance of 
the ninth Siyum Hashas of the Oaf 
Yomi. 

Surely. though. all 20,000 tickets 
will never be taken! But at least I'll 
be able to sit with my friends. 

APRIL 26, 1990 
4:43 p.m. I had planned to leave 

my house at 4:30; but I couldn't 
really be that late. There's Rabbi P. 
also heading for the subway and he's 
always on time. 

I reach the station and see ... a 
long line to buy tokens?! It almost 
stretches out the door! ... Maybe 
this will be well-attended, after all. 

4:51 p.m. I board the "F" train. 
It looks more like 2:00 p.m. coming 
from Manhattan on a short Friday 
than it does like 5 p.m. going to 
Manhattan on a Thursday. But, 
then again. this is a very unusual 
Thursday. 

5:26 p.m. Exiting the 34th Street 
station. approaching the Garden, I 
see the streams of b 'nei Torah 
flowing into rivers. Clearly distinct 
and obviously recognizable, they 
hustle past but do not mix with the 
other pedestrians. like oil spilling 
over water. 

Dr. Wlkler is a psychotherapist and family 
counselor in private practice. A resident of 
Brooklyn, New York, he is a frequent contributor 
toJ.O. 
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5:30 p.m. I'm a half-hour early
and look at the crowds! The excite
ment is quite tangible. One young 
boy starts running In eagerness and 
is scolded by an usher, "Slow down 
there! You've waited 7 1h. years for 
this event. You can wait a few more 
minutes!" 

5:32 p.m. Someone is approach
ing me with a smile whom I do not 
recognize. He asks if! have an extra 
ticket. I openly regret that I cannot 
accommodate him. while I secretly 
congratulate myself for having 
acquired my ticket well in advance. 
(I discover later that close to 5.000 
last minute requests for tickets were 
turned down by Agudath Israel!) 

5:34 p.m. Tickets are being 
checked now. I'm entering the doors. 
Amazing how smooth all of this is 
going. I've just been handed an 
impressive looking program book
let. An awful lot of people must have 
put an enormous amount of work 
to make these arrangements. 

5:40 p.m. I spot kosher snacks 
at the refreshment stands; and look 
at the souvenir booths-they're 
selling pocket-sized Gemoras! ... I 
had better look for my seat. I've never 
been here before. 

5:47 p.m. Here it is: Gate #15. I 
walk through and then it hits me 
like a shock wave all at once-the 
sight of 20,000 Torah Jews. They did 
it! They really did fill the main arena 
of Madison Square Garden! 

5:58 p.m. I'm settled in my seat. 
A few more surprised staccato 
greetings of friends. Now they're 
starting-on time! I just can't 
belleve it ... "Amain, y'hai shmai 
rabbah. ... " When can you daven 
Mincha with 20.000 Jews? The 
scoreboard flashes, "Don't forget 
Ya'aleh Vyavo." 

6:15 p.m. Hey. where are the 
ladies sitting? My neighbor points 
to the balcony. It's as if the Garden 
were built just for this occasion. 
Perhaps it was .... Perhaps it was. 

I am suddenly humbled at the 
awareness of meriting to see partial 
fulfillment of the prophecy: 

"And their land shall be 
like a general's dwelling 
in Judah." (Zechariah 9,7) 
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On the verse. Rabbi Yossi Ben 
Chanina commented. "These [are 
referring to I the theaters and arenas 
of the gentiles in which the princes 
of the Jewish people will eventually 
teach Torah to the multitudes.'' 
(Megilla 6a) 

So why shouldn't the Garden 
house the largest Torah assembly in 
modern times? 

6:20 p.m. The first speaker is 
being introduced and I glance at the 
program. My eye runs down the list 
of gedolim from all parts of the globe 
and all corners of the Torah world. 
My mind's eye. however, is struck 
more by the names that do not 
appear, of those Torah personalities 
who had graced the platform of the 
eighth Siyum Hashas-those no 
longer with us, and those unable to 
come. 

AB the program unfolds, I feel as 
if I'm on an escalator. which I want 
to slow down but cannot I want to 
take in the enormity of the crowd, 
pay close attention to the words of 
each speaker. adjust my binoculars 
for a better view-all at the same 
time. 

Some speak in Yiddish, others in 
English; and one speech is delivered 
in Hebrew. No one is being left out 
and everyone is able to hear at least 
one speaker address the assemblage 
in his or her "mamma loshen." 

~tij "'$> "l'IAl!fiJr~~~ff~ll~il~t~?.'£11" ~ i 

~ o"-'ii,,,.,.,. I 

-~~ · .. ~~· '"' ·~. 
(!!. .... r.,,t .,...,~~:~ .. 

1 
•. '(~ir,~.,~·,,)·i i ·, 

·~ rJ ,_:,,n ~~·::ri 'h~f.-.:.1,: 
7:31 p.m. A musical interlude: 

Regesh offers a dazzling rendition 
of "Habeit Mishomayim Ure'eh," 
unaccompanied as per Sefira. The 
words and melody conjure images 
of other times and other places 
when Jews were not as fortunate as 
we are tonight. 

Some speeches touched me more 
than others. But one common 
denominator united all of the dra
shos: the emotional intensity of the 
speakers. These were. truly. "words 
which flowed from the heart," which 
added voltage to an already electri
fying experience. 
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8:48 p.m. Keil Mohlai Racha
mim-i have heard it countless 
times before. But tonight. it was as 
if all six million neshamos were 
being heard through one voice. I 
catch sight of a Rosh Yeshiva wiping 
away a tear. 

8:54 p.m. I should be hungry. yet 
I'm in no rush to get home. 20,000 
people missed their suppers tonight 
but no one is leaving early. " ... We 
will sing Ani Ma'amin to be led by 
Hesby Grunberger, a son of sur
vivors." The idea strikes me as 
almost corny. at first. But lam taken 
by the feeling in the voice. then by 

the sound of 20,000 gentle echoes, 
and finally by the words themselves. 

I am deeply moved. l turn aside 
and sheepishly wipe away a tear. AB 
l turn back, I see Rav ... on the 
dais unabashedly taking out his 
handkerchief. I am no longer 
ashamed of my tears. 

8:57 p.m. " ... Only one minyan 
for Ma'ariv," was repeatedly an
nounced. The concept seemed lud
icrous. Who is going to listen? Then 
it sounded like a logical plan. Finally, 
by the time it came to daven, the 
idea of one minyan felt like a moral 
imperative. 

It is a weekday Ma 'ariv but there 
is nothing vochadik about it. Who 
will ever forget that "Sh'ma Yis
roel"? It is Yorn KippurinApril. Yes. 
as Rav Schwab. N"l:1'?v, had said, this 
is the ultimate triumph over the 
Nazis. 

9:27 p.m. I am swept along with 
the flow of the exiting crowd. But 
I do not want to leave. I am keenly 
aware of not only having witnessed, 
but also having participated, in a 
genuinely historic event. • 



When the apeeches were over, a Garden 
broadcast booth · beeilDle · the "blmab 
booth" for Ma~arlo. the e'VeldDg sentce. 
Not. your ordhlllry Ma'arlv. but one ltt 
wbieh 20,000 people clavened together. 
.Tbe aound otthe Shemat08e up f'l)>m the 
floor. You could feel the lcaoana, the 
coueentratlon, the Intensity. During the 
Amlda; the - of blacl< stoOd as one, 
ahucklblg: white program pages with the 
Mincha and llfa'ariu lllOt9lees priJ1t"4 ou 
them darted back and fOrth, a .,...ooI of 
the purity or prayer. 

llack at our cat, wbiCh .,..... patked on 
the Upper West Side in response to pl
to avoid ·-ir tnto midtown, I dlSco
-4 that aomeone bad gotteo into the 
trunk and made off with a briefcase that 
""'1tained pounds of oftlce papers and 
aome plane ti-. Tbe .ti- can be 
replaced. American Expresa Uill8 me. The 
papers? Somebow, theyaeemallttle lealJ 
Important uo"1. 

-Jay Kaplowitz, 
LI.Jewish Wor!d,May4,'90 

D D D 

The subway trains were filled with 
people holding on to the event, shar
ing their impressions With one 
another in their hushed conversa
tion. Two fellows In a comer, ignor
ing the soft chatter, were concen· 
trating instead on the opening page 
of Mesechte Brachos. 

Perhaps they understood how to 
hold on to the event better than the 
others. 

D D D 

Among the Russian Jews that 
were offered courtesy tickets from 
Agudath Israel was Sasha P., ol'ig
inally from Bobroisk. His transistor 
set that offered simultaneous trans
lation ofthe proceedings in English 
did not seem to clal'ify things too 
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much. Yet, at the conclusion Sasha 
seemed overwhelmed. His Amel'ican 
fl'iend asked him if he had gained 
anything. 

"Yes," said Sasha, "one important 
fact. I see that we Jews are all one 
people. I can see that everyone here 
ls not from Boro Park, and not 
everyone dresses the same. But we 
are one." 

D D 0 

There's a new twist on the services 
offered by MTA. since the Siyum. 
The Manhattan-bound Long Island 
Railroad train that pulls out of the 
Inwood, L.l., station at 7:14 · e\lery 
morning has a speeial section in the 
third car-"M.T.A," standing for 
Marbitzei Torah Associates. Six
teen of the eighteen seats In a glass
walled section are taken by Dqf 
Yomi regulars. They must carry 
their own Demora and a monthly 
commuter pass, so the conductor 
will not interrupt the shtur-given 
by Rabbi David Kadosh, who is 
on his way to his position as a 
Salesman of copying machines. The 
group includes several Lawrence 
residents. who dove bacll: to Inwood 
so they will not miss the first four 
minutes of the shtur. 

Should the group-organized by 
Arye Markowitz-expand to a full 
one hundred, the entire car will be 
theirs, Including the PA system for 
better amplification. 

ON A WJNGANDADAF 

I t can be safely assumed that 
each DqfYomtgroup will some

. how convey the vast feelings of 
gratitude that it must harbor for its 
Rebbe, who endowed them each 
with the incalculable gift of Shas. 
But Los Angeles knows how. to do 
things with a flair. The six L.A 
maggidei shiur were flown to New 
York on Thursday. the day after 
their own communlly-wlde celebra
tion. The plane was scheduled to 
land at 4:30; late, but not too late 
fora helicopter to whisk them from 
La. Guardia Airport In Queens to 
Midtown Manhattan .. So the six 
made it on. time for Mincha in the 
Garden. 

LETTER TO TBEJEWISBW.EEK 
May4, '90 

Laat Thursday my father took me to the 
Sftlum Hashas [the completion of the 
Talmud celebration) at. Madison Square 
Garden. It.,..... ....,. attang<l beeaUlle I go 
there fOr basketball games. There were 
20,000 Jews Cheering for HC1$hem. not 
fOr the New YorkKnlcb. 

My father and I llrat went b> pick up 
the rash hayeshiua from. the Denver. 
Yesblft, Who fl"" in all the way just fOr 
the SI.yum. 'We took him to the lliyum 
beeause It .,..... a great milzlla. It .,..... 
fwllly. becaUlle in the Kn!ckalocker room 
there .,..... a lot of rash yeshivas and 
tabbls, but their coach - Hashem. All 
the popcorn and candy at the candy 
stands .,..... kosher. A .lot of. the tabbls 
spoke 1n Ytcldlsb but my father 8lld 1 
rented radloiJ that made all the Yiddish 
tnrulnto English. .MaJl1Rabbls spoke and 
the Cl'OWdsaid Teha«mfOr the lllx million 
.that died .in the Holo"!lmt. and we alao 
said 'hhllllm for the Jewish people that 
are still In Russia. 
It .,..... so nice that ao many Jews 

davehed in.one room together • .Mt.father 
told me When the Bais BaMlkdosh [Holy 
Temple].,..... up, all theJewsfrom aro1111d 
the. world wonld. come together in one 
room. This night.,..... thesamefeellngllke 
the Bats BaMlkdashl 1he best part of the 
Whole night - When 20,000 people 
screamed all t.ogether "Y}t4y sh'may 
rabba ••• • !the words from Kaddlsh
"May 0-d's great UiUDe be bl-..d ln this 
world and .the .11m1•1. I .,..... llC8red. but 
Iheldmyfather'shandrealtlgbt. we both 
had goose pimples. 

I figured out that the next Styum 
BaSlms will be in HftD-and•a-hali'years 
and ru be us :yeua o14.· 8lltt . .....,,,.. old 
enoUgh to learn a dqf ...ery day alao. 
Maybe by then the .Moshia<>h will.be here 
and 'ft will all go to the~ BIUll!kdash 
in YerWlhalayim fOr the tenth .Sftlum 
Ballas. . 

Moshe Plahwe!Cher 
Second Grade-Yeshiva: North Jersey 
Teaneck, N.J. 

0 0 0 

Rabbi David Stavsky of the Con
gregation Beth Jacob of Columbus. 
Ohio, made certain to attend tb.e 
Slyum. as a tl'ibute to his late father 
who had led a Dqf Yomi group for 
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decades in Manhattan's Lower East 
Side. Rabbi Stavsky's vivid report of 
the Siyum so Inspired his congre
gation that his Talmud class took 
out a full-page display ad In the 
Columbus Jewish Chronicle declar
ing proudly, 'We identify .... " 

0 0 0 

A correspondent (Shmuel Katz) 
wrote The Jewish Observer of his 
impressions, based on the Kabbal
istlc Seftra references attached to 
each of the days surrounding the 
Si yum. That entire third week of the 
Sef!ra is identified with ttferres
splendor; and tiferres is associated 
with the third of the patriarchs, 
Yaakov, who "dwelled in the tents 
of Torah study." So It was a week 
of Tiferres-Torah. The specific day 
ushering In the celebration was 
"gevura shebe'ttjerres-the disci
pline of splendor,'' surely an apt 
description of the prerequisite of 71h 
years of unwavering commitment to 
Torah that the eve of the Siyum in
volved. The night of the Styum was 
tlferres shebe'tlferres-a com
pounded celebration of splendor, of 
a Torah-goal splendidly realized. 
The following day was "netzach 
she'be'tlferres-the triumph (or 
eternity) of splendor." To be sure, 
this Is attested to by those who em
barked on the Tenth Cycle of Daf 
Yomi, perpetuating the never-end
ing cycle of a conclusion followed by 
a new beginning. 

0 0 0 

Rabbi Pinchas H!nhprm>g (Chief Rabbi 
ofMontrealJ, whobadsmdledlnYeabifts 
Cbachmel Lublin, uuder Rabbi Meir 
Shapiro, heard the following from Rabbi 
Shapiro: Rabbi Shapiro bad put forth the 
Dqf Yomi Idea at the ltlleula Gedolab In 
Ellul 5683 (1923). DqfYomibegallafew 
weeks later on the night of Rosh Hashana 
1Wo weeks after Rosh Hesban•, Rabbi 
Shapiro receiTI>d a letter from hill sister, 
who wrote that on the night of Rosh 
Hashana, their deceased mother had 
appeared to her In a dteam and aald, 
"Tonight In Heavett, l was presented with 
acrown.• 

It may well be that on this past Rosh 
Chodeah Iyat (April 26), Ilhe was pres
ented with yet another crown. 

DAN NITZOTZI 
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The View 
from the Gallery 

I n the December, 1982, edition 
of The Jewish Observer, we 
printed a letter addressed to 

Rabbi Chaskel Besser from a dis
appointed woman. We quote in part: 

I would like to extend to you, as chairman 
of Agudath Israel's DafYomi Commission, 
a hearty Maze! Tov on the occasion of 
Siyum HaShas .... I realize that a tremend
ous amount of planning and thought go 
into such a program and I have no doubt 
that it will be a memorable event. 

I was gravely disappointed to discover 
that this mass celebration was being 
limited to men only. The Gemora asks, 
"How do women merit? In that they send 
out their husbands and sons to the Beis 
Midrash to learn Torah." If there are men 
who learn Gemora daily-with a chavrusa 
or as part of a shiur, if there are maggidei 
shiur who not only give a shiur but also 
spend time in its preparation-then there 
are women behind the scenes who encour
age these men to learn. 

As the wife of a maggid shiurin DafYomi 
(and a mother of young children}, I felt 
terribly slighted to see that I was excluded 
from such a historic event. I take great 
pride in my husband's learning and just 
as I would expect to be present at an event 
marking his professional achievement, so 
too, so much more so, I would want to 
participate in this simcha. 

I am sure that I write in behalf of other 
women. as well, who not only have a share 
in their husband's learning, but are the 
catalysts who allow that learning to take 
place. 

I hope that Agudah will realize their 
mistake and I look forward to the next 
Siyum Hashas when l will sit with other 
women like myself at a Mass Torah Gath
ertng and receive chizuk from Gedolim for 
all that we do in behalf of Torah. 

(Mrs.) Libby Schwartz 
Brooklyn. N.Y. 

The lady's request reflected a long
standing bond between n 'shei 
chayil and the men's pursuit of 

Rabbi Chaskel Besser, chairing 
theSiyum. 

Talmud Torah. In fact, the Bnos 
Agudath Israel of Poland had sent 
a letter of congratulations and an 
expression of kinship (with a con
tribution enclosed) to the Yeshiva 
Chachmei Lublin upon the First 
Siyum Hashas, which was cele
brated there. In addition, women did 
attend the Siyum celebrations. as 
the line indicated in the poster for 
the First Siyum in Lodz's Philhar
monic Hall declares: "Special Gallery 
Reserved for Women." 

In any case, the editorial response 
to the letter read: The next Siyum 
HaSh,as will take place in Yerushalayim. 
where the largest facilities available will be 
used. Barring Moshiach's arrival until 
then. Agudath Israel of America has 
reserved the main arena in Madison 
Square Garden on Sunday. April 22, 1990, 
to celebrate the Ninth Siyum. A special 
section is being set aside for women. 

The Editor 
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The event took place four days 
later than promised. but the spon
sors were otherwise true to their 
word. In his report (carried by JTA 
and the Jewish Week). Jonathan 
Mark noted that this time. 

'Women were allowed to attend, though 
seated in the Garden's blue seats-the 
top-level balcony that for one night made 
the arena resemble a two-tiered syna
gogue . ... These seats, usually the pro
vince Qf the most vulgar hockeyfans, now 
was home to modest and predominantly 
young yeshiva girls who appreciated both 
their historic tnclusion and the stunning 
panoramic view of the packed hall." 

ANOTHER LETTER, 
7 1h YEARS LATER 

W e here present a current 
letter from the same lady 
correspondent who wrote 

in 1982: 
I am sure that I speak on behalf 

of the thousands of women who 
attended the Ninth Siyum HaShas 
when I offer a hearty Yasher Koach 
to Agudath Israel for an unforget
table event. To have stood among 
20.000 Jews who had all come 
together for only one purpose. the 
purpose of Kavod HaTorah, will not 
be forgotten by anyone in 
attendance. 

In addition, I must also offer my 
own personal hakoras hatov for a 
promise kept. As the author of a 
"letter of complaint" written to the 
Oaf Yomi Commission at the time 
of the eighth Siyum HaShas 7'h 
years ago, I must especially thank 
all those involved in the planning 
this year's event for including 
women in the celebration. 

While it is true that women were 
admitted to the gathering because 
of all that they do to support the 
learning of Torah. I believe that our 
presence that night was not limited 
to our roles as supporters, as op
posed to learners. The ninth Siyum 
HaShas was an event for Klal 
Yisroel-it was a moment in current 
Jewish history which affected all of 
Knesses Yisroel. Those present that 
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night can testify that the air was 
charged with an excitement and joy 
for what was being celebrated. And 
what was being celebrated was not 
an event for individuals but. rather. 
a simcha for Jewry at large. 

In addition, the gathering was 
dedicated to the memory of the Six 
Million Kedoshim who lost their 
lives in Churban Europa. When the 
yeshivos and batei midrashim of 
Europe were destroyed. it was not 
merely a loss for the Roshei Yeshi
voswho taught there or for the men 
who had learned there. It was an 
immeasurable loss for Kial Yisroel. 
The Ninth Siyum HaShas was a 
tangible statement that "The eter
nity of Israel does not lie," and that 
declaration should have been expe
rienced by all. 

"ME? I DON'T LEARN 
DAFYOMI!" 

I must, therefore, state my disap
pointment with those women 
who, upon being asked whether 

they would attend the gathering, 
proclaimed, "Me? Why should I go? 
I don't learn Oaf Yomi!" To those 
women I would like to say: 

Yes-it is true that we do not learn 
Gemora. nor do we have any aspi
rations to do so. Yes-it is true that 
our role in limud Hatorah is one 
of support rather than actual learn
ing. Yes-we can each reach per
sonal self-actualization through the 
many mitzvos granted to women, 
and we can try to excel in chessed 
and do things that only women can. 
However, we would each be quite 
remiss if we did not realize the tre
mendous responsibility we women 
have in supporting Torah and of 
being ozros to our husbands. For a 
home to be one of Torah. a home 
where the importance of learning is 
stressed, a home where Torah values 
are the only values, we must turn 
to the akeres habayis for accoun
tability. If the woman of the home 
realizes her potential in making 
Torah the most important thing in 
her home, if the woman of the home 
desires her husband and sons to 
learn, then she will communicate 
this to her husband, and, together, 

they will work to bring this desire 
to fruition. 

Living in a materialistic world 
calls for constant effort on behalf of 
everyone to buck the desire to have 
all the things we see. But if Torah 
is truly what we women want in our 
homes, then our husbands can 
engross themselves in learning 
without feeling that they are depriv
ing us of those things we may want. 

No, women did not have to attend 
the Siyum HaShas to have such 
feelings. But coming to such an 
event could have only helped to 
solidify such thoughts in everyone's 
minds. 

WHY THE GIRLS CAME 

I was also encouraged by the 
presence of students from the 
girls' high schools that did come 

to witness what took place. Girls are 
encouraged to marry boys who are 
learning in yeshivos and are im
bued with idealism for the sake of 
Torah. What greater aid can any 
mechanech offer his students than 
that of experiencing a lesson taught 
through one's senses! Since we truly 
want our girls to put Torah above 
all else-not only when it is fashion
able, but throughout one's entire 
lifetime-it served as a lesson par 
excellence for the girls to come to 
the Siyum HaShas and catch the 
fire of exhilaration that burned that 
night! Classes of preparation before 
the Siyum and then follow-up dis
cussions after the Siyum could have 
brought home a feeling that mere 
words could never achieve. 

High School seniors of today are 
the mothers of tomorrow-the very 
mothers whom we ask to bring up 
another generation of bnei Torah. 
Thus the young women in attend
ance must have gained immeasur
ably by being brought by their 
schools to experience their class
room teachings. 

Be'ezras Hashem. there will be 
another Siyum HaShas, and those 
who missed this year's event will 
have another chance to be present 
n11 ,N in the future. 

(MRS.) LIBBY ScHWARTZ 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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Rabbi Aaron Lopiansky 

A GEM CALLED YASHPE 
A Tribute to the Late Mirrer Rosh HaYeshiva, 

Hagaon R' Binyamin Beinush Finkle ? 11~n 

THREE FACETS OF SILENCE 

The stone of Binyamin on the urim 
vetumim (the High Priest's breast plate 
of twelve precious stones} was called 
yashpe. This gem's name conveyed a 
message: Binyamin had known that 
his brothers had sold Yoseif, and yet 
he did not tell his father. This ts the 
message of yashpe-he had a mouth 
[yesh peJ and yet he remained silent 
... Shaul Hamelech, a descendent qf 
Binyamin, maintained the tradition: 
"He did not reveal that he was anointed 
king." And so. too, Esther: "Esther did 
not reveal her birthplace" (Midrash 
Tanchuma Vayeitzei 6). 

T he Midrash needs explana
tion. Why would someone 
who kept quiet be called 

yeshpe (he has a mouth); should he 
not be called etnpe (he is mouth
less)? 

Two answers suggest themselves. 
First, one who keeps quiet because 
he does not have what to say is not 
in possession of the quality of 
shtik<L It is only one who does have 
what to say-"yeshpe"-and yet 
keeps quiet, who is praiseworthy. 

One can suggest another, deeper 
answer. There are tzaddikim who 
retreat from the world and become 
recluses. They talk to no one and 
have no business with anyone. 
Thus, they are protected from 

Rabbi Lopiansky is the son-in-Jaw of Rabbi 
Beinush Finkel '"~n. 
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wrongdoing, but they are also 
unable to form any bond with those 
around them. They may not be 
transgressing in the sphere of bein
adam-lachaveiro (interpersonal) 
mitzvos, but neither are they fulfil
ling them. They may be doing acts 
of chessed, but they are unable to 
give that warmth and friendship 
that comes only through speech and 
communication. By contrast, we 
have Yeshpe: He has a mouth; he 
talks and communicates, yet behind 
the words ... so much silence. 

This was the late Mirrer Rosh 
Hayeshiva, Hagaon Rav Binyamin 
Beinush Finkel '""· So much 
warmth, so much wit, so much 

wisdom. And yet so much silence! 
And, indeed, every word was a gem. 

As Rabbi Nasson Tzvi Finkel 
""'"'"'said: "Everyone looked at him 
yet no-one saw him; everyone knew 
him, yet no-one understood him." 

But shtika-silence-can express 
Itself on many levels. There Is the 
silence of not telllng anyone about 
one's own good deeds. That Is one 
level of shtika, and the one most 
easily understood by people. 

There is a second level that en
joins one not to exhibit his knowl
edge of Torah unless a real need is 
served by doing so. Thus the 
Gemora (Bava Metzia 23bJexplains 
that one should deny that one is 
learned even if asked directly. Tosa
fos (Kiddushin 30) distinguishes 
between cases where one is the only 
person available to pasken or teach, 
as opposed to circumstances where 
that need has been met. This, too, 
was the general approach of Reb 
Beinush vis-a-vis the bachurim in 
yeshiva. He felt that questions 
directed to him in learning had 
other addresses where they could be 
answered; and he usually fended 
them off with some witty remark. 
Very rarely did he become involved 
with a bachur in a sugy<L 

There Is yet a third level of shtika 
of which much less Is known. The 
Rambam in Hilchos De'os states: 

A person should increase his shtika 
. . . and also his words of Torah and 
worldly wisdom should be few and their 
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contents plentiful. As Chazal have en
joined us, one should teach his students 
in a brief manner ... and he should teach 
his disciples softly, without shouting 
and without volume or elaboration. 
(De'os 1,4,5) 

It is difficult to envision a more 
apt description of his method of 
teaching of Torah than this passage 
from the Rambam He loathed the 
verbiage often used to present 
sevaros (rational explanations). He 
made it a point to explaln a sevara 
in as few words as possible, prefer
ably one or two words. Similarly, he 
never changed the inflection of his 
voice in a shiur. He would say the 
most brilliant and intricate chesh
bon in the same tone of voice that 
he used for reading the opening 
quotation from the Gemora. 

These principles of his made 
listening to his shiur difficult, 
except for the select few. Reh 
Nochum Partzovitz7"" (see JO, Dec. 
'87) once remarked to a now-promi
nent Rosh Hayeshiva. 'You're wise 
in making the effort to understand 
Reh Beinush's shiur. I gained much 
from his shiurim they opened many 
a sugya for me." And true to this 
evaluation, Reh Nochum would have 
his son Raphael repeat for him Reh 
Beinush's shiureveryweek. 

A grandchild once came to him 
with a halachic question. "I don't 
know," he replied. "Go to a poseik. 
the people who usually answer such 
she'eilos." 

His grandson offered, "I saw that 
the Mishna Berura says thus and 
thus. I guess that's what I'll 
do." Reh Beinush shrugged his 
shoulders and then said, 'What do 
you think the Pri Megadim for in
stance, would say about this?" 

A quick look at the Pri Megadim 
showed that his psak was different 
from that of the Mishna Berura, 
marshalling strong proof. 

"I see," said the grandson, "one 
should do like the Pri Megadim" 

"And do you think such and such 
sefer wouldn't help in this case?" 
parried Reh Beinush. 

A look at that sefer showed that 
he refuted all the Pri Megadim's 
proofs. This game went on until an 

Yeshpe: 
He has a mouth; 

he talks and 
communicates, 

yet behind 
the words 

so much silence 

entire halachic sugya had been con
structed, all on the basis of nonchal
ant, indirect pointers. All this con
cealed within an "I don't know" of 
his! 

He completed Shas dozens of 
times. and Mishnayos hundreds of 
times. The sets of Mishnayos in his 
house were totally shredded. One 
morning in shul, the gabbai, Reh 
Yitzchok Glatzer '""· approached 
him. "Shalom Aleichem Reh Bei
nush," he said, "we had a problem 
in Mishnayos Taharos last night. 
Perhaps you could help us with 
pshat" 

He hesitated a moment and said, 
'You have those Mishnayoswith ... 
extensive explanations on pshat 
don't you?" 

"Of course, we do,'' he replied, and 
brought one over. Reh Beinush 
opened it and had the gabbai read 
it, coaxing him through the rougher 
parts. When they finished, Reh 
Beinush turned to him, "Now, 
thanks to you we both understand 
it." It had never occurred to the gab
bai that Reh Beinish could have 
read the Mishna to him by heart ... 
even in the middle of his sleep, and 
that he had learned that very Mish
na that day or the day before. 

Similarly, in the halls of the 
Yeshiva, he constantly focused the 
spotlight on Reh Chaim Shmulevitz, 
Reh Nochum, and the other Roshei 
Hayeshiva. avoiding it for himself. 
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AMASTERATELUDING 
DETECTION 

I t was not only from the public 
at large that he was a shosek 
(silent). As warm and outgoing 

as he was, so much of him was 
hidden. At the shiva, hundreds of 
people came. their identitya mystery 
to the family. Some of them would 
introduce themselves and tell of 
their connections with Reb Bei
nush. and some would sit quietly in 
the tumult and then leave. Even 
people who were known friends of 
the family told stories that no one 
had ever heard before. 

One of the Brisker Rav's children 
sat and related at length about the 
special fondness the Brisker Rav 
(Reb Yitzchok Zev Soloveitchik) had 
for Reb Beinush. The Rav was 
impressed with both his brilliance 
and genuine Ylras Shomaylm and 
held him as 0''.l'lif.'il '\n'>::i 'N'.Jn. espe
cially close. The Brisker Rav once 
called him in and handed him a 
packet of his own notebooks. He told 
Reb Beinush, "I would like you to 
review these by 1:30 and then we'll 
speak." At 1:30 Reb Beinush came 
to the Rav. and for an extended 
period of time, the Rav listened to 
his critique of the chiddushlm he 
had perused. He had never told any
one of this incident; it was common 
knowledge that he was close to the 
Brisker Rav, but nothing else was 
ever mentioned. 

The Ponevezher Rosh Hayeshiva, 
Rabbi Elazar M. Schach """''"'· 
characterized Reb Beinush as a 
person "who disseminated Torah, 
who was at the helm of a community 
of hundreds of bnei Torah, and dur
ing whose tenure the yeshiva grew 

so large that there was simply no 
more room available in the bets 
mldrash; one who was personally 
involved in raising up every single 
one of those bnel Torah, especially 
supporting and encouraging the 
masmldlm 

"From where did the ability to 
achieve this stem. if not from his 
great virtue· of 'walking humbly'? 
Everything was done without pub
licity, modestly, without anyone 
knowing or hearing iof his activi
ties]. He made an effort not to be 
conspicuous, and withdrew from 
the public eye. And all of this with 
a graciousness to everyone and 
rejoicing in the joy of others. He 
inherited this quality from his great 
father; it is the best quality that a 
person can possess." 

His reticence extended beyond his 
dealings with prominent members 
of the Torah world. An old Sephardi 
woman knocked loudly on the fam
ily's door days after the shlva. 
"Please," she said, "you must tell me 
about the Rabbi that passed away
was he tall with a white beard .... 
Did he pray every day at the Kosel? 
. . . Vaslkin (at dawn)?" When 
answered in the affirmative, she 
broke down sobbing. After she 
regained her composure, she 
explained that for years she had 
lived a wretched existence, standing 
in the heat and rain by the Kosel, 
collecting alms. What made life 
bearable was the good-natured jokes 
that the tall Rav traded with her 
every day. Yes, she had heard that 
the Mirrer Rosh Hayeshiva had 
passed away, but she couldn't 
imagine that this was he. He seemed 
so easy going and unassuming that 
she did not think he occupied any 
posi tlon or rank of note. Only when 
she finally asked someone at the 
Vaslkln minyan about "her friend" 
did she learn the truth. 

She was by far not the only one. 
Many of the people who came to be 
menachem ave! explained that the 
pictures in the newspaper revealed 
to them for the first time the identity 
of their friend and benefactor. 

Indeed, it is the trait of Binyamin: 
"Not to reveal his royalty" ... "not 
to tell anyone of her birthplace." 

The Jewish Observer, May 1990 



The Alter qf Slobodka Rttbbl El!e2er Yehuda FirtkeL 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH Ytsroel together with the Brisker 
Rav's family. 

Jn 1941,Reb EliezerYehudasent 

.
·.R·· .··. ..e· b.·. Bi·n• yo. ml·n· Be.· •.n.us·h· .Fi.nkel. his son to the Chazon lshto clarify 

Wl!S born in 1913 to his the. dateline problem in Japan, in 
father, Haga.on Reb Eliezer regard to the convening of the 

Yehuda Finkel, Mirrer Rosh Haye- Shab!Jos. The Chazon !sh was ex
shiva, son of the famed Alter. of tremely impressed with his bril
Slobodka. Reb. · Nosson TzVi. Finkel liance and y!ras Shomayttn. They 
His mother, Rebbetzin Malka. was became close, and the Chazon Ish 
a daughter of Reb Eliyahu Baruch was instrumental In his marriage to 
Kamai,RavandRoshRayeshivaof the daughter of Rabbi Shmuel 
M:lr, recognized a8 one of the greac Greinerman, the Chazon lsh's niece. 
test gaonim of his time. From an For many years he lived in Bnei. 
early age, Reb Beinush Wl!S known Brak, commuting to Jerusalem· to 
as a brilliant child and his father say his weekly shlurin Mir. In 1965, 
taught him major sections of Shas. With his father's pellra., he. became 
Ashe~older,hlsfatherarranged the Rosh Hayeshtva, as his fathe!' 
for him to spend time With various had willed For twenty.five .years he 
gec!Qltmofh1sgenera.t1on,lnctud1ng carried the burden of the Yeshi1ill 
the Chofetz Chaim, Rabbi Shimon alone, .and saw the Yeshl.1ill grow 
Shkop. and the Brisker Rav. ln. almost tenfold from its orlglnall25 
1940, the family reached Eretz lalmiditn. 

Not ju~t.a cheese, 
a trad1t1on... .~· 
Haolam, the most trusted name in Cholov Yisroel Kosher Cheese. A 
reputation earned through 25 years of scrupulous devotion to quality 
and kashruth. With 12 delicious varieties. Haolam, a tradition you'll 
enjoy keeping. 

AU 11aclam Ch~ue pre duct• a~ und•< Ill• •Ir let Rabt>ini<:al •up•r. l•i<m cl 
V.S,o\.1 Th• Rabbinate or !\"ha! Adath Juhurun. Washington l1•!shto. MY 

SWITttll!AftD, Ka bbl AHohom Y. 5ch!esinsor. Ckne•a. 5wll<erlano Cholov Yisroel 

THURM BROS. H I 
WORLD CHEE.SC. CO.INC. ao am NEW YORK, N.Y 
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THE LEADERSHIP OF THE 
YESHIVA 

R eb Beinush's silence was not 
limited to any particular 
area of act!Vity. His entire life 

was built around a core of shtika. 
When Rav Elazar ben Rabbi Shimon 

passed away, Rabbeinu Hakadosn 
offered to marry his widow. She refused 
. . . and he asked her. 'What did he 
do that I don't do?" 

She replied. 'When he would sit 
down to study Torah, he would study 
as much as he needed. He would then 
say. 'Let all the sl![fertngs qf Israel 
descend upon me!'-and they would 
affiicthim. Whenthetimecametostudy 
again, he would say, 'Let each one 
return to its place.· " 

Rabbeinu Hakadosh replied. "I will do 
the same." He called upon them (the 
sufferings} to come, and they des
cended upon him. He later bid them to 
take leave, but they would not leave 
him (Kohelles Rabba 11,6) 

The greatness of Rav Elazar was 
such that he could endure the suf
fering of Kial Yisroel without 
drowning out his own learning and 
growth. By contrast, once Rabbeinu 
Hakadosh became Involved in 
Israel's woes. he could not rid him
self of them. 

Reb Beinush dedicated his life to 
Torah and privacy, while not shirk
ing the burden of responsibility to 
the public. From the time he mar
ried, he would arise at I AM. and 
learn until vasikin; for decades he 
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would go to the mikva before dav
ening, until forced to stop by illness. 
These were the hours when he could 
learn "as much as he needed." He 
could not count on learning undis
tracted during the day, when people 
with problems or yeshiva affairs 
might Intrude. Ifhe felt that nothing 
pressing would come up, he would 
slip away during the day to a tiny 
unnoticed shul In Me'ah She'arim 
where he would continue his learn
ing undisturbed. He felt it In bad 
taste to have his Rebbetzin declare 
to visitors, "The Rosh Hayeshiva is 
busy learning and therefore cannot 
see you." He therefore alternated his 
day between "learning as was 
needed" and "accepting the suffer
ing of Israel." 

This formula meant that the 
Mirrer Yeshiva was run on the 

BETH 
SHIFIU. 
INSTITUTIONS 

With the many activities for Jews who need Judaism, BETH SHIFRA came 
through again! 3 Ccimmunity Seders were given free to the general public, who 
consisted of newly arrived Russian immigrants, the Homeless, the Widows, 
Widowers, the Jewish Poor and Needy. 

The 3 Community Seders were held at the Jewish Center of Brighton Beach and 
Beth Shifra, and was open the whole eight days of Passover. It was catered by 
Melrose of Brighton Beach. 

Beth Shifra, and its staff, helped distribute several hundred packages to the 
Jewish Needy in the boroughs of New York. 

The Purim Party & Seudah, which drew over 1000 people to the Jewish Center 
of Brighton Beach, sponsored by Beth Shifra, was a remarkable success! 

There were 9 "Brisses" in which seven teenagers participated. Beth Shifra has 
made a strong impact in the Brooklyn Community. 

Tltese Are Some Of The Programs We Run 
For The Poor And Russian Families 

•Free Legal Aduice •Jewish Films •After School Programs •Bar Mitzuah Lessons 
•Jewish History Classes• Job Placement• Karate• Boy Scouts• Business 
School• Brisses Performed• Kids Enrolled Jn Yeshiua •Kindergarten• Chupas 
Performed• Speakers Bureau• English Classes• Matchmaking• Religious 
Instruction. 

Beth Shifra is endorsed by many leading Rabbis and organiza .. 
tions. Beth Shifra ie tax deductible and needs your help. They 
are located at BETH SHIFRA, 3044 Coney Island Avenue, 
Br-ldy•, N.Y. 11235, (718) 646-4959. 

Endorsed by: 
• R' Shmuel Birnbaum • R' Mordechai Gifter • R' Avroham Pam • R' Aaron Schechter • 
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unique basis of an adam gadol 
making decisions that are usually 
left to executive directors. His daas 
Torah created rigid restrictions, but 
never did he allow hardships or en
ticements of expediency to overrule 
what he deemed to be the guidelines 
of truth and integrity. 

NO YESHIVA MONEY 

H Is first principle was that in 
order to make honest and 
clear decisions. he could not 

take money from the Yeshiva. It 
would be too difficult to separate 
one's own interests from those of the 
Yeshiva. He therefore rented out a 
small flat that he had received as 
his dowry, and instead lived in a 
watchman's hut attached to an lee 
factory, In a desolate area on the 
outskirts of Bnei Brak. Since this 
made a watchman unnecessary, his 
family lived there rent free. They 
lived In abject poverty. For one 
period, three children would alter
nate wearing the same coat, depend
ing on who was feeling ill. The family 
would subsist on leftover oranges 
from surrounding orchards. The 
money received from the rented-out 
flat allowed him the independence 
he felt necessary to make Torah 
decisions. 

When he began delivering shiurim 
in the Mirrer Yeshiva, his father, 
Hagaon Reb Eliezer Yehuda (Lazer 
Yudell Finkel, forced him to accept 
a salary. A while later he lamented 
to his nephew. Rabbi Simcha Zissel 
Broyde (today, Rosh Yeshiva of 
Chevron): "I don't know what to do 
with my son Beinush! He takes the 
salary I give him, but I've noticed 
that by the time the year passes, the 
money finds Its way back into the 
Yeshiva account." 

"But how does he manage?" asked 
Reb Simcha Zlssel. 

Replied Reb Lazer Yudel, "I don't 
know.'' 

Not only did he not take money 
for his living expenses, but he even 
returned reimbursements for his 
expenditures on behalf of the Ye
shiva. After his third trip to the 
States, he confided to his Rebbetzin, 
"It's the third time I've been to 
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His daas Torah created rigid restrictions on the 
Yeshiva's financial a.ff airs, but never did he 
allow hardships or enticements qf expediency 
overrule what he deemed to be the guidelines qf 
truth and integrity. 

to accept a discounted price In 
payment for the loan! 

Two days later he was back. "Tell 
me." he greeted the businessman. 
"how's business these days?" 

"Fine n11J," he replied. 
"Who bought such-and-such 

goods today?" he persisted. 

America and ;in~ I've managed to 
scrape together my own money to 
do sol" His father had forced him 
to take the ticket from the Yeshiva
yet six months later he called his 
son In: "Don't think that I didn't 
figure out that the extra money in 
the Yeshiva account Is because you 
replaced the money spent on the 
ticket." 

DISTANCE FROM "RIBBIS" 

AA second important princi
ple was his refusal to have 
dealings with anythinl! that 

even smacked of ribbis (usury). 
When a close family member pressed 
him for a hetter on usury. he com
mented, "Besides the issur involved, 
there is also the Gemora that says: 
'Anyone who takes usury Is in effect 
saying that Moshe Rabbeinu Is a 
fool v•n. for had Moshe known how 
profitable It is, he would have 
allowed it!' Also. the Gemora 
declares that one's financial affairs 
collapse as a result of usury, and 
that too concerns me!" 

The Yeshiva desperately needed 
an additional floor on Its building. 
Someone had managed to arrange 
a heavily subsidized loan that would 
be unlinked to the cost-of-living 
index. a very rare accomplishment
In inflation-ridden Israel. this 
amounted to a give-away. Reh Bei
nush reluctanily accepted the terms 
of payment. agonizing for days over 
how to word the hetter iska. Finally 
the big day came and he traveled to 
Tel Aviv with his daughter to pick 
up the loan. When they arrived. he 
told his daughter, "I can't do it: It's 
playing with fire." And he turned 
around and went home. He had to 
find other sources to finance the 
building; all to avoid becoming 
involved in ribbis. 

The Jewish Observer. May 1990 

"So and so," was the reply. 

A Yeshiva supplier was once 
robbed of all his money. He had no 
capital to buy stock and his liveli
hood was endangered. Reh Belnush 
felt that the Yeshiva had owed him 
hakoras hatov (a debt of gratitude) 
for the years that he had faithfully 
served the Yeshiva. and lent him 
enough capital to begin his busi
ness again. A while later, Reh Bei
nush visited him to purchase some 
items. "Ah, I have a great price for 
you, Reb Belnush," declared the 
grateful businessman. Reh Beinush 
blanched and excused himself say
ing that he didn't think he needed 
anything. He found it unthinkable 

"And at what price did you sell?" 
he asked the unsuspecting dealer. 
When the reply came, he declared. 
''That Is the price that you'll charge 
me, not a penny less!" 

His wariness of ribbis was the 
reason for his seemingly strange 
custom of going daily to the bank. 
He had a constant dilemma: the 
Yeshiva would issue checks to 
suppliers, who would sometimes not 
cash them for a while. To keep 
shekalim In the bank for more than 
a few days would mean losing the 
gain in the galloping exchange rate. 
On the other hand, allowing a deficit 
to accumulate would mean paying 
ribbis-even more unacceptable. 

Are You Looking For A Yeshiva 
For Your Son Which: 

I" has classes small enough to alfow for 
individualized instruction/ 

I" emphasizes mastering the textual material in addition to 
ncovering ground?· 

I" creates individualized learning programs for each Ta/mid? 

If so took into 

MESIVTA YERUSHAS AVOS! 
Mesivta Yerushas Avos is housed beautifully in the heart offlatbush at 

1326 Ocean Parkway. 

Interviews Now In Progress For 
Freshman Class Elul • 5150 

Registration Limited 

Board of Sponsors: 
Harav Zelig Epstein, shlita 
Harav A. Henoch Leibowitz, shlita 
Harav Avraham Pam, shlita 
Harav Aaron Schechter, shlita 

Rabbi Moshe Kamin, Rosh Yeshiva (718) 575-8074 
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The solution? Trudging up the hill 
to the bank, day after day, to deposit 
the precise amount necessary! 

(There was one more reason for 
his constant trips to the bank. Tzed
daka collectors are always embar
rassed by the vast amount of small 
change they carry. Whenever they 
purchase something, they are 
marked as beggars. Should they go 
to the bank to exchange their coins 
for bills, they are usually tossed out. 
So Reb Beinush would daily make 
the exchange for them.) 

He was similarly careful about 
other prohibitions involving the 
money the Yeshiva was receiving. 

A close friend of the yeshiva put 
a great deal of effort into convincing 
a widow to pledge a large sum of 
money from her husband's estate. 
Reb Beinush accompanied him to 
pick up the check, "Do the children 
know about this?" asked Reb 
Beinush. 

"It's all right, they rely on me for 
all financial dealings," she said. 

"I'd rather you ask. I can return 
tomorrow to pick up the check," Reb 
Beinush replied, eventually '1osing" 
this contribution, to the dismay of 
the close friend of the Yeshiva. 

The friend was reassured only 
after Reb Lazer Yudel later praised 
Reb Belnush's handling of the affair. 

BUILDING ACCORDING 
TO THE NEED 

H is third principle was a 
unique daas Torah con
cerning the proper alloca

tion of Yeshiva funds. It is based on 
a Yerushalmi: 

Rav Chama and Rav Hoshea were 
strolling and viewing the synagogues 
qf Lod. Said Rav Chama to Rav Hoshea, 
"See how much money myforefathers 
invested in these beautiful syna~ 
gogues!'' 

Rav Hoshea retorted. "See how many 
lives they destroyed in building these 
synagogues! Could they not have found 
people to sit and study instead for that 
money?" (Yerushalmi, end of Pe'ahJ 

A dynamic young man was en
gaged to manage the Yeshiva prop
erty. He approached Reb Beinush 
with a proposal: "There is an oppor
tunity to build, if you buy this plot 
ofland. Let's tiy and get it." 

Reb Beinush shrugged him off. 
The fellow was persistent, and came 
back time and again, badgering him 
with. "All the institutions are build
ing" ... 'We must build," etc. 

PINCHAS MANDEL 
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Over 35 Years Experience in Kvura in Eretz Yisrael 

•Dedicated to Kavod Haniftarwith personal 
responsibility throughout service 

•Highly recommended by Gedolai Hador 
- Here and in Eretz Yisrael-

1569 • 47th Street, Brooklyn, New York 11219 
Day & Night Phone (718) 855-5121 

Honesty - Integrity - Reliability 
CHESED SHEl EMFS, -il~ W)derstood and practiced by one att1VP in the industr~rmorethan ha!f'a century. 

Taharas Hanittar Should Never Bf' Commercialized 

Reb Beinush: 
"Explain to me how 
one more word Qf 
Torah will be studied 
by erecting a new 
building, and I will 
immediately commit 
myself to the project" 

Finally Reb Beinush replied, "Ex
plain to me how one more word of 
Torah will be studied by erecting a 
new building, and I will immediately 
commit myself to the project." 

Indeed, the Yeshiva's building is 
a mosaic of patches. If there is a 
genuine need for something, it Is 
added per immediate need. One 
does not build a building first and 
then later make use of it. 

He similarly chided someone in 
the office for requesting certain 
equipment, "Remember, the office 
was built to serve the Yeshiva and 
not vice versa!" 

But above all. it was the bitachon 
with which he ran the Yeshiva that 
was outstanding. He and he alone 
was responsible for a budget that 
had swollen to several million dol
lars annually. He bore the burden 
alone even when it meant taking 
hundreds of thousands of dollars In 
short term loans. 

Lying on his deathbed, he was 
asked how the Yeshiva would con
tinue to have money. He replied, 
"Don't depend on him!" The listener 
struggled to tiy to divine who this 
terrible him is that had so let down 
the Yeshiva After a few minutes of 
words and phrases it became clear: 
Don't depend on the hims of the 
world. Remember, it is Hashem who 
provides, through the hims that are 
His honorable agents. An over
reliance on an individual takes away 
the trust and belief in Hashem! 
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IUS LEGENDARYCHESSED 

R eh Beinush's chessed was 
. . legendary. But so much of it 

was natural and continuous 
that unless one looked. for It, one 
wouJd.not have noticed it.Jn his two 
small rooms in Bne!Brak. he found 
the time .and abill1y to raise dozens 
of other children together with his 
family. Some of them were proble
matic, some were disturbed, yet all 
were cared for as if they 'Were his 
own children, even marrying off 
some of them. 

A. neighbor of his had lost his 
eyesight for a few weeks; he who 
would .sit . learning With him· for 
hours. 

The late Rebbetzin Sarah Yaffen 
~"' lived on the floor below .the 
Flnkels inYerushalayim. Theycared 
for her like a mother. Several times 
a day; Reb Beinush would drop In 
to ascertain that she had taken her 
medicines, that she had eaten. that 
she wasn't lacking anything. Some
one once walked into RebbetzinYaf· 
fen's house and found a workman 
spraWied un.der the heater with a 
wrench in hand. The visitor was 
sho.cked to see thatthe workman 
was the Mirrer ROsh. Hayeshiva! 

A poor Working-class neighbor In 
Bnei Brak had :voung. cllildren who 
were having difficuiiyln school.Who 
would SPend hours upon hours 
tutoring them so ·that the yeshiva 
would accept them? ..• AneighbOr 
had his water disconnected because 
he could not afford t6 pay the bill. 
The poor folks were frantic and did 
not know where to turn.Aboutahalf 
hour later, the water began potiring 

,-a;;;::i-M~:;--1 
. I 
I Looking for I I Wann Devoted Rebbe I 
I to teach 5th grade Boys. I .
1 

Experience preferred. For I 
confidential interview call from I 

I 
9:00 AM to 2:00 PM 914-356-4610 

1
. 

or 914-352-1010 I 
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from the.faucet. Onefamilymember 
.became suspicious of the '.'miracle" 
and he ran up to check the water 

· tanks on . the roof to divine the 
source of the "miracle." A pipe led 
from Reh Belnush's water tank to 
their water tank. supplying them 
with water. 

His concetrJ. went beyond the 
physical and material needs of 
others •. He underato()(f what depres
sion and despairmean, and focused 
on alleviattng them. 'rypi.cal is. the 
stozy of someone who came.during 
the shtooand said,"You don't know 
who Reb.Beinush ts; oilly ourfamlly 
can appreciate his greatness." 

When pressed for details, he reluc~ 
tantly recalled: "My .father '"' had 
been·a wealthy businessman and a 
philanthropist,. and our hti11se was 
a center of actiVity. One day he suf.. 
feted .a terrible business· reversal, 
and worse, legal entanglements 
made our father the subject of a 
police investigation .. Within a .day, 
my father became·• a leper ... t>eople 
who had beeh part of()urhousehold 
for.years siI!)ply shook.off theft ties 
and deserted us .. Suddenly Reb 
Beinush-a nodding acquaintance 
before~began dropping in daily, 
spending time with our father, 
joking and talking. He helped clear 
the legal entanglements and helped 
put him back on his feet.again. In 
that dark Period,. he was the sole 
source of light and warmth in our 
family:' 

He was an ohev shafomaridrodef 
shal61Jt. No one can rememhei; him 
getting angry or losing his te111per. 
Hls.patiencein dealing with difficult 
people was such. that he usUally 
wore. out their contentiousness 

FOR BURIAL PWfS 
IN ERETZ YISROEL 

CONTACT 

CHEVRA 
OSEHCHESED 

of Agudath Israel 
84 William Street 

New York, NY 10038 
Phone (212) 797-9000 Ext. 37 

rather than they his .patience. He 
also had.a kna<:k for helping others 
In situations of entangled relatio11-
ships. A while before Reh Lazer 
Yudel '"~1 was nifto:r(passetl. away). 
he assigned Reb Beinush.a compll· 
cated inherita11ce )>roblem to 
mediate. Sever.al brothers. had 
inherited .a lal'ge amount of money, 
and th~ Internecine battles .. wei;e 
threatetting to break out1nto major 
warfare. The mediation was. to no 
avail, as each of the brothers stub
bOrnly clung to . his position. Late 
one evening, Reh Beinush knocked 
on the.door .of one of the brothers. 
The surprised fello\\t oPen~ the 
door and Reh Beinush fuctiVely 

· asked if an:vone else was ln the 
house. When .assurecl that no one 
was there, he entered.and sat down. 
He began by . eJ,:platnlng • to that · 
brother that he-and, inde<!d only 
he-was right, buttressing hi.s argu
ments with more.·proofs. The 
brother was Visibly relieved.· "But 
you know, shalom ts . a. vezy. big 
mitzva. and one. must be prepared 
topayfora mitzva.Justasonep:fy& 
f~r a tulav and esrog.andfor matz()S, 
one must pay rightfull)'-.earned 
money for shalom. •Let's allocate 
20% for buying shalom." 

The brother agreed. After all, he 
wasn't against tn.ttzoos, so long as 
the money was rightfully his. Two 
other hrotheri; had a .visitor . that 
nlght..and an~thertwObrpthershad 
a visitor the next. rtight. Needless .to 
say. the case 'o/a8 resolved, each side 
feelirrggood about the magrtanltnity 
of his act; Many years later. one of 
the brothers remarked that the.only 
one that understood·him·was Reb 
Beinush. 

Rabbi Aryeh Schechter 

SOFER S"TAM 
1235 49th St. 

Brooklyn, NY 11219 
e make "housecalls." 

•

(718) 972-4003 

l.P. :i-·j~ .. 
/ - -,b;:)ft.i " 
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SILENT SUFFERING 
THROUGH ILLNESS 

A s he lived, so did he pass on 
to his eternal life. In time of 
ultimate test, he did not 

waiver. About three months before 
he passed away, a diagnosis was 
made that he needed major surgery. 
A proposal arose that he go to the 
U.S. for the surgery. He agonized 
over the decision and refused. His 
reason was: "Think of the chillul 
Hashem that will result, If people 
will think that 1 used the Yeshiva 
money for my personal benefit!" 

Although the progress of the 
disease Inflicted terrible pain on 
him, he never permitted it to show. 
He refused to accept painkillers 
because they made him drowsy. For 
someone who values the gift of 
de'ah (intellectual discretion) that 
Hashem had crowned man with. no 
comfort is worth the price oflosing 
one's de'ah. It was only as his con
sciousness dimmed that his face 
became contorted with pain. It was 
clearly evident that he spent his 
energy maintaining a normal ex
pression on his face as long as he 
was conscious. The people who 
visited him were treated to the same 
dose of wit and laughter that was 
his hallmark during his healthy 
days. People usually left in a better 
mood than when they had arrived. 
Very few guessed how desperate his 
situation was, for his countenance 
belied It. Reb Beinush's demeanor 
reflected a comment of his grand
father, the Alter of Slobodka, on a 
Gemora: 

Approaching his city, Hillel heard 
screams emanating from there. He 
proclaimed, "I am certain that they are 
not coming from my house." The Alter 
asks: "It says that one is not allowed 
to pray in regard to a situation that has 
already passed. Thus after one hears 
that an accident has occurred. one may 
not pray. Let it not be at my house! if 
so. how could Hillel have prayed that 
the screaming not be from his house?" 

The Alter answered: ''This was not a 
prayer, but rather a statement Qf fact 
When he heard the screams, he knew 
that the calamity had not occurred in 
his house ... for in his house they do 
not scream. No matter what the 
circumstances." 
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Reb Beinush also refused any as
sistance in physical activity. He 
would never ask anyone to bring 
him something, nor permit some
one to help him with his coat. He 
would not enter a door that was 
opened for him. If he dropped a coin, 
he would invariably put his foot on 
it to prevent others from bending 
down to get it for him. 

So long as he could physically 
stand up on his own, he would do 
so unaided. The day after his 
surgery, he told his son-in-law, who 
wanted to help him Into bed, "The 
most I'll let you do is hold the bed 
so it doesn't roll." It was only when 
It became impossible for him to 
move his legs that he would allow 
himself to be taken off the bed. 

He then spoke of things in a way 
that he had never spoken before. 
About a week before his petira, two 
old friends of his passed away. He 
was not told about it, he saw no 
newspapers, and no one spoke 
about it in the house. He woke up 
and said, "Too many funerals are 
taking place ... (of such close people) 
... such strange events are happen
ing lately." He spoke about "the 
daf' (covering one daf Gemora 
daily) that he had tried so hard to 
establish in yeshiva. He had felt for 
many years that the pace oflearning 
In the Yeshiva could not possibly 
produce talmidei chachamim: Was 
It acceptable that someone who 
learned for decades in one of the best 
yeshivas in the world, at a time of 
relative tranquility, would only 
kn~ twenty blatt in each of eight 
mes'f?chtos (tractates)? He had tried 
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every means at his disposable to 
guide the Yeshiva Into finishing a 
mesechte each z'man, and then 
encouraging the avreichim (mar
ried scholars) to finish other 
mesechtos. He tried convincing the 
talmidim; he tried monetary incen
tives, and finally he refused to accept 
any new members to the Kolle! who 
did not undertake to finish the 
mesechte. A short time before his 
petira, he awoke and exclaimed, 
"The kedusha of a mesechte! If only 
people would realize the kedusha of 
a mesechte that is completed 
from cover to cover!" 

* * * 
He once awoke from a deep sleep 

and turned to the person sitting 
nearby, "Do you know what a pood 
is?" 

"I think it's a measure of some 
sort," (i.e. it is a large measure of 
volume in Russian/Yiddish) was the 
reply. 

"But do you know what kind of 
a measure? It's enormous ... people 
come up there with what they think 
is a whole pood of good deeds ... 
but don't they realize that they are 
standing in front of the ultimate 
beis din? When beis din finishes 
scrutinizing his actions, he is lucky 
if he is left with a handful ... a mere 
handful. This is the Gemora of 
Ashrei mi shebah Lekan v'talmudo 
beyado--fortunate is he who comes 
here with his learning in his hand 
because by the time beis din is 
finished with him, he is lucky to 
have left ... talmudo beyado--the 
bit he holds in his hand." 

One night shortly before his 
petira, his sleep seemed very rest
less. He spoke In an animated tone. 
"I am obligated to do it ... but I 
didn't accept the obligation ... but 
if people think I am obligated then 
I am, nothing will help." This con
tinued the entire night. The next day 
he picked up a phone and called 
someone in the U.S. He spoke with 
a force and clarity that he had not 
managed in a relatively long time: 
He arranged an important chessed 
for an individual, and his sleep 
became tranquil once more. This 
was for an obligation that did not 
exist, but which others might have 
thought was binding. 

On Tuesday, 18 Shevat, the nurse 
noticed a change In his breathing. 
He hurriedly called in ten people to 
say Krias Shema, when someone 
remarked that Reb Beinush's yar
mulka had fallen off. They gingerly 
replaced it (one must be careful not 
to move a goses). He opened his eyes 
for the first time In three days. As 
they began saying Krias Shema, his 
lips moved silently. At the seventh 
"Hashem Hu HaElokim" he took 
his last breath and his eyes closed. 

HOTLINE 
TO JERUSALEM 

In time of illness. surgery or 
crisis, special prayers will be 

recited at the Western Wall and 
at our Yeshiva in Jerusalem. 

CALL 24 HOURS 
1 (800) 545-PRAY 
A FREE PUBLIC SERVICE OF 

The American Rabbi Meir 
Baal Haness Charity 

KOLEL AMERICA 

132 Nassau St., N.Y., N.Y. 10038 
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T he last time I saw Reb Bei· 
nush Finkel. I had been 
standing In the office of a 

travel agent In downtown Yerusha· 
layim negotiating a last minute 
change of a return ticket, when it 
began to rain, a real heavy rain, a 
Yerushalayim Malkosh. Glancing 
out of the window Into the street, 
I was astonished to see the Rosh 
Yeshiva of the Mir Yeshiva passing 
before my eyes In the soaking 
downpour. Immediately I grabbed 
my umbrella, pushed out into the 
rain and thrust it over his head. He 
looked at me; then he laughed. 

There was always something very 
moving for me about Reb Beinush's 
humor. It was as unique among his 
qualities, as he was himself unique 
among others. Reb Beinush 's 
humor was not mean or cruel or 
cynical. It was Innocent. It was 
startling, erupting as it suddenly 
would from a somber physiogo
nomy. It could bring a healing to 
your heart, just like the laugh of an 
infant. 

LATE FOR THE SIMCHA 

I 
remember a Sheva Brachos 
in Reb Chaim Shmuelevitz's 
apartment in the Mir Yeshiva. 

They were all there, of course, the 
entire m!shpacha, crowding along 
the tables that had been connected 
together into one long table, run· 
ning through the whole apartment, 
so that they would all sit together. 
All were there except for Reb Bei· 
nush. Reb Beinush came late. Now, 
he davened every morning Vasikin 
at the KoseL which requires coming 
on time. I can picture him making 
his way through the still, dark 
streets of Yerushalyim, pausing to 
drop a coin in every outstretched 
palm, crossing the street not to miss 
one ... and then doing the same 
thing again on the way back, just 
in case. 

But for the Sheva Brachos, Reb 
Beinush came late, and there was 
no room left at all. And so Rebbetzin 
Miriam, his sister, chided him on 

Rabbi Perr, whose articles have previously 
appeared in these pages. Is Rosh Hayeshlva of 
Yeshiva Derech Ayson, Far Rockaway, N.Y. 
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his lateness and set up a little table 
for him in the hallway, a table that 
through the jammed open door 
touched, and was part of, that one 
Jong table where all the others sat 
together. 

And there Reb Beinush sat in 
solitary splendor, in the hallway, 
with an appropriately serious ex
pression on his face, because people 
were delivering droshos. But his 
eyes danced with mirth and great 
joy at the unbelievable thing that he 
had just pulled off. He wasn't sitting 
at the head of the table. 

When it came to bentching, Reb 
Chaim, of course, honored Reb 
Beinush to lead, to which Reb 
Beinush responded that he hadn't 
yet finished eating. 'We will wait 
until you finish!" Reb Chaim 
decreed. 

"But I haven't even washed yet," 
Reb Beinush answered. Someone 
else bentched. 

THE LIGHT TOUCH
IN HIS WAY 

A. nd you shall walk in His 
ways," the Torah teaches 
us, and tzaddikim have 

always done so consciously, pur
posefully, and even unconsciously, 
on the strength of their righteous 
instincts. 

When a tzaddik has been born 
with a particular character trait. he 
will tolerate it, he will encourage it, 
only when he knows that it Is right, 
something appropriate for one who 
serves Hashem 

So it was with Reb Beinush's 
humor. He was born with a gift of 
laughter and he used it to lighten 
for others the struggles oflife. It was 
a chessed on his part, a Divine-like 
quality. As It Is said about the 
Creator Himself, "He gives light to 
the earth and to those who live upon 
it." 

Reb Beinush's humor was but one 
form of chessed. of a person who 
practiced many forms of chessed
and the most profound forms of 
chessed. 

In their last years, Reb Avrohom 
Yaffen and the Rebbetzin lived In 
the same building-one flight 
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down-as Reb Beinush and his 
family. The Finkel family and Reb 
Beinush himself were in and out of 
the Yaffen apartment all day long, 
and after a while an electric bell was 
installed between the two apart
ments, to summon someone when 
needed. 

It was Reb Beinush who was with 
Reb Avrohom Yaffen when he 
passed away. They discussed 
together the question of whether an 
attempt should be made for one last 
visit to the Kosel. 

And it was Reb Beinush, who after 
her husband's passing, gradually 
began to guide the Rebbetztn in her 
many activities, her fundraising to 
support the Kolle! and to publish 
the sefortm. her distributions of 
tzeddaka and her thousands of 
chassodtm-all this, in addition to 
his own massive responsibilities. 
And when it happened that a family 
member would suggest a different 
course of action on some matter. she 
would defer in favor of Reb Bei
nush's opinion: "Ich hob matreh 
fahrdemAibishten (I'm afraid of the 
one above)." 

And one couldn't help but feel a 
touch of awe that the Rebbttzen 
used the word "Aibtshten" for Reb 
Beinush .... Having lived a long life 
surrounded by tzaddtkim. she was 
a matven on what real tzidkus is. 

So the Rebbetztn followed Reb 
Beinush's advice. And what advice 
it must have been! The advice of a 
Torah giant whose incisive and 
critical thinking was evident in 
eveiy conversation. 

THE UNCOMPROMISING LIGHT 
OF TRUTH 

I once asked Reb Beinush about 
the reliability of a recently pub
lished biography. since he had 

known the subject of the biography. 
"Lies." Reb Beinush responded. 

"Just lies." And he motioned with 
his hand to end the discussion. 

"Lies?" I asked in amazement. 
"Perhaps exaggerations, but lies?" 

"Not exaggerations! Lies!" Reb 
Beinush insisted. 'What lies do they 
tell?" 1 asked. 

'Well, for one .thing," Reb Beinush 
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answered, "they write that he looked 
like a Malach." 

'Well. what's wrong with that?" 1 
asked. 

'What's wrong with that?" he 
answered. 'What do they mean 'he 
looked like a Malach? Did they ever 
see a Malach? Do they know what 
a Malach looks like? Lies. Just lies." 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Besides bringing light to oth
ers, Reb Beinush also used 
his humor as a gentle way of 

expressing his ahava as an expres
sion of personality in which there 
was no discernable ego. "Perhaps we 
should change your name," Reb 
Beinush was asked in his last 
illness, referring to the ancient 
practice used for the critically ill. 

"It already was changed." the sick 
man answered gravely. 

"It was?" 
"Of course, it was!" Reb Beinush 

answered. "They call me 'Rosh 
Yeshiva'!" 

A TIME TO SAY GOODBYE 

I t's almost two decades now 
since my wife and I were In 
Yerushalayim for my sister-in

law's wedding, where arrangements 
had been made for us to stay with 
the families of the Mir Yeshiva. A 
few days before the end of our visit, 
Reb Beinush asked me if I intended 
to say goodbye to him before I left. 

"Of course," I answered. "J'll come 
the day before we leave to say 
goodbye." 

"No good," said Reb Beinush. "The 
Inyan of saying goodbye requires 
that you say it on the day that you 
leave." 

I had once heard something sim
ilar regarding a certain Mekubal 

and you couldn't know about Reb 
Beinush. He was someone who 
could also have leanings in such 
direction. I now had a problem. We 
had to leave before dawn to make 
our plane. 

'Well. where is the Rosh Yeshiva 
going to be at around five in the 
morning?" I asked cautiously. 

"Oh. I'm up," he answered. 

"If the Rosh Yeshiva is up, I will 
come to him to say goodbye," I said 
with relief. 

"How will you be able to come to 
me?" he asked. 

"J'll be going to the airport by taxi 
and rn have the driver pass by on 
the way." 

"But this is your first time in 
Yerushalyim. and you don't know 
how to direct the drtver." 

"But I do!" I argued, and I went 
on to descrtbe to him how to get 
from the Mir Yeshiva to 11 Slonim. 

'You'll be very rushed and you'll 
forget," Reb Beinush persisted. 

"I will be rushed," I assured him, 
"but I won't forget. J'll leave extra 
early, and I'll be there around five 
in the morning." And with that, the 
conversation ended. 

On the morning of our departure 
we were up extra early. after only a 
few hours of sleep, and we packed 
the last of the things into our valises. 
I shlepped them down the stairs to 
the outside door where the taxi was 
already waiting, the drtver beeping 
his horn from time to time. 

I opened the door to step out, and 
there in the pre-dawn dark stood 
Reb Beinush. 

"Rosh Yeshiva," I exclaimed In my 
astonishment, "what are you doing 
here!" 

There is sob in my heart when I 
remember his chuckle and his 
words. "I was afraid you'd forget.''• 
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THE IMPERATIVE TO MEET THE 
NEEDS OF THE IMPOVERISHED 

A cts of chessed, aimed at ful· 
filling the needs of others, has 
reached unrivalled heights 

in recent times, but in one partic
ular area our communities as organ
ized entities have fallen short. We 
are not reaching out as we should 
to the lonely, the unattached, and 
the baa! teshuva ... to the geirim 
(converts), white and black ... to 
Jews from other neighborhoods 
who visit our shuls. To this list, we 
can also add the Russians and 
Iranians, who are not lonely and 
unattached, but have yet to be 
embraced and mainstreamed into 
our society. The first step to correct· 
ing this deficit ls to better under· 
stand the importance and scope of 
this obligation. 

ham escorted the malachim: "And 
Avraham went with them to send 
them off' (ibid, 17). The Torah then 
records how Avraham implored G-d 
to forgive the iniquities of Sodom 
and Amorah, concluding with: "And 
Avraham returned to his place" 
(ibid, 33). 

It would seem that there is deep 
significance in that G-d's appreci· 
ation of Avraham's "keeping the 
derech Hashem" Is given in this 
particular context, beginning with 
the chessed of hosting the mala· 
chim and escorting them as they 
departed, ending with Avraham's 
praying for the survival of the cities 
of the plain. This significance can 
perhaps be best appreciated by 
examining how the Rambam deals 
with the mitzvos of doing chessed. 

AN OVERVIEW 
Whenever a person performs an 

act of chessed, in one measure or 
another he or she ls emulatingAvra
hamAvinu, the "foundation of ches· 
sed" for all time. In addition, he is 
fulfilling two separate commands of 
the Torah's 613 mitzvos. In fact, 
these two distinct aspects of ches
sed are Implicit In the Torah's ac
count of G-d's trtbute to Avraham 
Avinu: "For I have loved him because 
he commands his children and his 
household after him that they keep 
derech Hashem (thewayofG-d), do· 
Ing chartty and justice, ln order that 
G-d might then brtng upon Avra· 
ham that which He had spoken of 
him" (Bereishis 18,19). 

This poignant description is given 
after the Torah tells us that Avra· 

A DUAL APPROACH TO 
CHESS ED 

T he Rambam descrtbes the 
obligation to perform chasso
dim (acts oflovlng-kindness) 

in two different manners. In the laws 
dealing with giving comfort to 
mourners, he wrttes: 

"It is a mitzva of rabbinic origin to 
visit the sick, to comfort the bereaved. 
to escort the dead and bury them .... 
to rejoice with the brtde and groom, and 
to provide them with all their needs. 
These are acts of kindness that one 
performs personally. and they have no 
prescribed measure. Even though these 
mitzvos are all of rabbinic ortgin, they 
are included in (the Torah command) 
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'Love your neighbor as yourself.' What
ever you would want others to do on your 
behalf, you should do for your brother. 

"The reward for levaya {accompany
ing departing guests) is greatest of all. 
This is the law that Avraham Avinu es
tablished, the path of chessed in which 
he conducted himself: He provided 
wayfarers with food and drink and ac· 
companied them las they departedl."
Rambam. Hilchos Eivel 14: 1·2 

The Rambam's singling out of the 
mitzva of levaya with the expres
sion "the law that Avraham estab
lished" begs for clarification. And 
indeed, in the first chapter of Hil· 
chos De'os. he elaborates on it as 
part of the obligation to emulate the 
waysofG-d: 

"'And you shall go in His ways'--Just 
as He is merciful, so should you be 
merciful . ... And how sh9uld a person 
accustom himself to these attributes [of 
mercy and loving-kindness] until they 
are ingrained in his nature? He should 
repeat these acts ... again and again 
until they become easy for him to do, 
without hjs feeling them as burdensome 
or difficult, and they become ingrained 
in his soul. ... They !i.e. the above 
attributes] are called the way of 
Hashem That is what Avraham Avinu 
taught his children, as it is written, 'For 
I have loved him because he commands 
his children .... that they keep the way 
of G-d.' Whoever goes in this path brings 
goodness and blessings upon himself, as 
it is Written: 'In order that G-d might 
then bring upon Avraham that which 
he had spoken of him'" (Hilchos De'os 
l: 6,7). 

Each of these two discussions in 
the Rambam centers around a dif· 
ferent pasuk (passage) in the Torah; 
the first, on "Love your neighbor as 
yourself," and the second on 'You 
shall go in His ways.'' There is a 
profound difference between the 
two. 

The first is an objective command, 
centered on others-one should 
endeavor to fulfill the needs of the 
deprived. By contrast, the latter is 
subjective, focused on one's self
one must try to emulate the ways 
of the Almighty. In the event that 
there Is no one in need of chessed, 
then no actions are called for by the 
first imperative. The second one, 
however, is always demanding that 
the person strive to grow In his 
emulating the derech Hashem and 
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when faced with the lack of a person 
or object with which to do chessed, 
the true baal avoda is dishear
tened. It Is for this reason that G·d 
had seen fit to send travelers to 
Avraham when he was without 
visitors, for he was without any 
format for following the derech 
Hashem(seeRashi,Bereishis 18,1). 

This Is further evident in the 
Zohars comment on Avraham's es
corting the malachim that visited 
him when he was recovering from 
his bris: If he knew that they were 
malachim why did he bother es
corting them? The ultimate purpose 
of levaya-accompanylng depart
ing guests-is to protect them from 
any possible harm that may await 
them, and being malachim they 
needed no protection. The Zohar 
replies that although he knew that 
as malachim they did not need 
levaya. he nevertheless acted as he 
always did when dealing with 
humans. For such was expected 
when going in the derech Hashem 

One could thus surmise that, In 
the main, Avraham's acts of loving
kindness were aimed at emulating 
G-d's ways, rather than merely at 
fulfilling his neighbor's needs. 

And it is in response to this 
specific act of levaya that G-d ex
claims: "Shall I conceal from Avra
ham what I do?" His lifework ts to 
emulate Me; there is no better 
method for him to become closer to 
Me; so I must reciprocate that 
closeness: "Shall I conceal from 
Avraham what I do?" 

THE COMMUNITY'S ROLE 
INCHESSED 

I t is worth noting that at the apex 
of this act of chessed of levaya, 
Avraham establishes his place 

of tejilla (see Berachos 6b: 'Whoever 
establishes a permanent place for 
his tejilla is assisted by the G·d of 
Avraham"-Bereishls 19,27: and 
Ramban, on Bereishis 23, 2, regard
ing Avraham's returning to "his 
place I of tefilla]"). This was his bets 
hamidrash. where he would return 
again and again to offer his tefillos 
to G-d ... presaging the communal 
dimension of perpetuating Avra-

ham's devotion and service to G-d. 
Perhaps this is why, In Hilchos 
Tzeddaka. the Rambam comments 
that wherever Jews live. they form 
charitable institutions to take care 
of the needy, Introducing his 
remarks by citing the pasuk that 
attributes to Avraham the capacity 
to "command his children after him 
to do tzeddaka" (Bereishis 18,I9). 
Thus, continues the Rambam there 
is no kehilla without a charity fund 
(MatnasAnt'im 10:1). 
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It would seem that the Imperative 
for this communal effort is based on 
a fundamental concept stated by the 
Zohar: "G-d, Israel and the Torah are 
one." If the individual must emulate 
G-d's ways. the community by its 
veiy nature should be in constant 
emulation of G-d. After all, "Chad 
hu-they . . . G-d, Israel and the 
Torah ... are one." 

As a tzibbur, we have an obligation to mobilize 
our resources to help all those in need, including the 
singles amongst us." 

As a tzibbur, we have an obligation 
to mobilize our resources to help all 
those in need, including the singles 
amongst us. In responding to the 
obligation of providing a person 
with "asher yech'sar 1<>-(withl all 
that he is lacking," one must include 
a lifemate in the list. When in 
consonance with Kesher (an Ortho-

dox match-making service) our shul 
made an effort to help some singles. 
there was an outpouring of letters 
from scores of people thanking us. 
So many said that they had felt that 
they had been abandoned by the 
community. This is one of the 
highest forms of tzeddaka that one 
can do-and some poskim hold this 

What does 
your organization 

have to show for itself? 
You can say all you want ... but the best way to get people 
involved is to SHOW them! 

No other communications technique has the ability to involve 
its audience as videos and slide shows - and no other studio in 
New York is as involved in videos and slide shows as Zelman. 
Zelman Studios can handle the entire production from creative 
concept thru writing and photography. 

For portable presentations Zelman Studios can prepare a 
completely self-circulating, self-contained projection unit that 
can literally tell your story, by itself, anywhere. 

So call today, for a free brochure and 6-minute demonstration, 
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to be a chiyuv tztbburi, a communal 
obligation. 

OTHER COMMUNAL 
OBLIGATIONS 

T here are other tzibburobliga
tions In the field of chessed: 
When Ohel Children's Home 

could not find a foster home to place 
a black Jewish child for many 
months. Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky 
'"" commented that if the Kapish
nltzer Rebbe had been alive. we 
wouldn't have had this problem; the 
Rebbe was a tzibbur person and he 
would have created a solution .... 
When Ohel or Bais Ezra opens up 
a home for retarded adults. this gal
vanizes the community. Everyone 
says, "Qf course it's necessary, but 
in a d![ferent part Qf the communi
ty. please. Not mine." Those who feel 
a sense of responsibility, say, "We 
want it in our community!" Tzibbur 
conscience means that we fund and 
help all these institutions and 
projects; that eveiy shul maintain 
a list of people who can host a guest 
for a Shabbos meal. It means that 
we establish committees to help 
others learn with a chavrusa; to deal 
with singles, with lonely people, with 
baalet teshuva ... and that during 
the week, we daven with a minyan, 
as part of our sense of attachment 
to the tztbbur. 

By developing ourselves in fulftl
ling our individual obligation of fol
lowing the derech Hashem. as well 
as in being part of the communal 
process of going in the derech 
Hashem, we can be sure of bene
fitting from the guarantee of bring
ing goodness and blessings to our
selves, as the Torah promises; "That 
G-d might then bring upon Avra
ham that which He had spoken of 
him" (Beretshts 18,19). • 
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Yaakov Salomon, C.S.W. 
---·--····--- ·--··--··---- ··--·--··------------

I. THE SCOPE OF THE PROBLEM 

A new era has clearly dawned. 
While claims of total Isola· 
tion from the narcissistic 

tugs of Amertcan culture would cer· 
tainly be an overstatement, Torah 
Judaism has not surrendered! 
Chessed projects In nearly every 
category imaginable have abound
ed, reaching unanticipated heights. 
Bikur Cholim, Dial-A-Chavrusa, 
hachnosas kallah, Hatzolah, kiruv 
rechokim, The Yittl Leibel Helpline, 
Gemachs etc. have all emerged as 
a formidable collective response to 
the "Me Generation."' 

And yet, our purview might still 
be too narrow. We might do well to 
adjust our blinds (both proverbial 
and vertical) somewhat and discover 
who it is that is living light next 
door. 

Chances are (and the odds are 
growing) that person might be in 
his/her late 20's, 30"s or even 40's, 
and single. The unattached Ortho-

Yaakov Salomon, CSW, is a psychotherapist in 
private practice in Brooklyn and an editor for 
the ArtScroll Mishnayos Series. This article ts 
based on a presentation at a Symposium in the 
recent national convention of Agudath Israel of 
Amert ca. 
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dox population, Including divorcees 
and widows, besides those who've 
never expertenced the kedusha of 
a chupa, is swiftly becoming greater 
In numbers and In pain than any
one could have ever predicted. But 
someb<Jw, veryfewofus really notice 
them. 

Statistics reflecting the actual 
number of singles who are Ortho· 
dox, are unreliable and ambiguous 
at best ... depressing and tragic at 
worst. Indisputable, however, is the 
fact that many thousands of high· 
functioning, sensitive men and 
women in our midst to suffer im· 
measurably from their spouse-less 
status. Many choose to suffer in 
silence. Others simply have no 
choice. As one single woman put it, 
"Please be extra careful with my 
feelings ... I have no one waiting 
at home to cry to." 

And their anguish is rarely self· 
contained. More often than not, 
there are heartbroken and confused 
parents whose agony frequently 
surpasses that of their older, single 
children. Even siblings and extend· 
ed family are not immune to the 
"long arm" of complexities caused 
by the trtbulations of being single 
in a community and a herttage that 
is so family ortented. 

The purpose of this article, then, 
is to highlight some of the problems 
that are peculiar to frum singles, 
inject some theory as to why we fail 
to notice them sufficiently, and offer 
some suggestions for amelioration 
of their pain. 

• Loneliness 
The Ribbono Shel Olam did not 

create this world for man to live 
alone. Companionship and affection 
of marriage are Incontrovertible 
Ingredients for happiness on this 
world. And while loneliness and 
isolation are, unfortunately, all too 
commonplace even within certain 
marrtages, only the single himself 
can ever expertence the full impact 
of life alone. 

Among the singles I have known. 
both professionally and otherwise, 
the experience of loneliness is 
practically universal. 

One woman, divorced for four 
years, found herself at home one 
Yorn Tov ... alone: 
"There I was in my dining room making 
Ktddush for myself on the second night 
of Yorn Tov-unsure of the halacha of 
saying Shehechtyanu ... or whether I 
really even wanted to." 

Another women described the 
loneliness this way: 
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'What really hurts is the loneliness of 
canying all the responsibilities alone; 
not having anyone to share concerns 
with-minor concerns. minor worries, 
incidental problems-and the minor 
triumphs. Also, lacking someone to 
whom I am the most important person
not to be making a major difference to 
someone else's life. To feel that ifl weren't 
there, no one would really notice the 
difference. I often wonder if I'll ever get 

married and why Hashem would let me 
be alone; and then I wonder how soon 
Moshiach will come ... 

Do we trnly fathom the depths of 
their loneliness? Commiserating 
with a single with a remark like: "l 
know how lonely you must feel," is 
usually regarded as downright in
sulting. 

30 

~----------~ 

NOW AVAILABLE 
TO AGUDATH ISRAEL MEMBERS 

COMPREHENSIVE 
MAJOR MEDICAL 

HEALTH INSURANCE PROGRAM 
Available to New York State residents only 

For Information Call: 
212-797-7388 

Between 9:30 AM and 12:30 PM 

ARE YOU MOVING? 
IS YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS PRINTED 

INCORRECTLY ON THE JO MAILING LABEL? 
We need your help to ensure proper delivery of the JO to your home. Please 
attach current mailing label in the space below, or print clearly your address 
and computer processing numbers that are printed above your name on the 
address label. 

ADDRESS CHANGE FORM 
(Affix label here) 

Name ______________________ _ 

Address _____________________ _ 

City, State, Zip ___________________ _ 

Date Effective---------------------
Please allow 6-8 weeks for all changes to be reflected on your mailing label. \11/E Will NOT BE 

RESPONSIBLE FOR BACK ISSUES MISSED unlE>ss you notify us 8 week~ prior to your move. 

• Estrangement 
In a world so totally geared toward 

marriage and children, singles feel 
disjointed and strange-or perhaps 
more accurately. estranged, since 
that Is what our treatment of them 
suggests. Somehow they just don't 
fit in. 

A 34-year-old explained it this 
way: 

··1 feel so out of place in shul with 
everyone wearing a tallis except me. But 
the worst is Simchas Torah when 
everybody brings their kids-and I 
watch them dancing, sitting on their 
Tatti"s shoulders and laughing. And I 
say, Wow-I should be doing thaV. But 
I just don't know if I ever will." 

One 36-year-old single woman 
told me: 

"No matter what you do, you're not 
really part of the community. Maniage 
is the greatest sense of belonging that 
you could have; after that. there's a 
community. But you're not really viewed 
as a full-fledged member of the Kial 
Yisroel! Frankly, I can't remember 
having sinned so badly, that I should be 
36 and still single ... 

Further alienation Is often 
caused, Inadvertently. by the mar
riage of a close friend, when a host 
of mixed feelings emerge within the 
friend who remains single. As one 
woman put it: 

"Honestly speaking, ifs a big loss 
when a friend gets manied. I find I have 
to walk a very fine line between mourn
ing that loss and trying to be happy for 
the other person-not letting my disap
pointment get in the way of their joy." 

• Condemnation 
Most glaring, however, is the 

feeling the singles get of blame and 
condemnation for their predica
ment. Frequently. seemingly inno
cent exchanges with others reflect 
an undercurrent of the position of 
many. that their single-hood Is their 
own fault and they must bear the 
responsibility for it and be punished 
(see "'This Side of the Fence" in this 
Issue). 

• Stereotype 
Many of us are guilty of lumping 

all singles together into one giant 
stereotypical profile-as we tend to 
do with certain professionals, races, 
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or Bais Y aakovs. Time after time I 
hear the familiar refrain of the 
singles saying: 

'We're people, we're individuals. Find 
out who I am: judge me by my merits. 
Labels can't be used to define individ
uals-it doesn't tell you who the person 
is:' One woman descrtbed the commun
ity's evaluation as simply. "You're a child 
until you're manied." 

II. NEGLECT: WHY? 

I f. as was previously noted, we are 
so mindful and prudent with 
our chessed responsibilities 

towards other less-fortunate souls, 
why is it that the singles somehow 
come up short? Clearly, our "over
extended"" schedules do not curtail 
our vigilant involvement in other 
areas! 

Ignorance. you say? I think not, 
since one would have to be totally 
blind not to notice them wherever 
we go. 

Oh no, singles. It's not as if we 
don't know you exist We see you. 
... We see you in shul-on both 
sides of the mechitza; without a 
tallis, without a sheitel or a ring. 
We see you in the bakery buying 
one small egg challah on erev 
Shabbos. We see you on visiting 
day in camp, walking alone, or in 
a bungalow colony, driving into the 
parking lot with your sub-compact 
Mazda without irifant seats in the 
back. Oh, we see you. ... Or do we? 

Well, we must see you. We often 
comment: "There's Srully-is he still 
around?" "There"s that divorced 
woman-what's her name? Ach-so 
young, nebbich." So we do see you. 
It's just that we'd rather not! You 
make us feel guilty for not doing 
more. You make us feel unworthy 
for having what you don't have. You 
make us feel inadequate because we 
don't really know what to say to you 
or, perhaps more important, what 
not to say to you. So we play it safe. 
We ignore you. 

Or we tend to play down the 
situation. Almost everyone who 
discusses shidduchim has an inter
esting way of referring to the pro
posed individuals. It's usually: "I 
have a nice boy for you to meet," or: 
"She"s a really good girl.'" 
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"What really 
hurts is the 
loneliness 

Qf carrying all 
the responsibilities alone; 

to ]eel that if I weren't there, 
no one would really notice 

the difference." 

These people might be 35 or 40 
years old, but they are still referred 

to as "boys" or"glrls"-or as a "fein
er bochur" or a "shayna maidel.'' 
Ifs as If we all want to believe that 
they're really adolescents. . . . Of 
course, a 20-year-old boy, once he"s 
married, Is suddenly a "Yunger 
Man"! 

It's a collective denial designed for 
the comfort of all. We call them boys 
and girls to keep them young, negate 
the truth, and thus dilute the Im
perative. But the stark reality is that 
the ascendancy of the single popu
lation is a terrible discomfort and 
a tragedy for everyone. 

One patient of mine, a single man 
in his late 30's, revealed durtng a 
session that for the previous three 
to four months, he had begun leav
ing shul during kriyas haTorah. 
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'Tm just sick and tired,'' he said. "of 
hearing the gabbai's voice calling me for 
an aliya. referring to me as 'habochuf 
or 'hachosson.' The ktbbttztng that 
follows hurts too much." 

This vignette Is not meant as a 
vote for changing the sacred "Hil
chos Gabboyis," but rather as a 
glimpse into the beaten psyche of 
a veteran single .... We can at least 
empathize. 

And we Ignore this Issue for 
another. perhaps more sensitive 
reason. We feign unawareness to 
delude ourselves Into believing that 
we and our families are immune to 
this "singles disease." But, of course, 
such Is not the case. 

Last year my wife and I were 
privileged to be among the hosts of 
a Shabbaton. sponsored by the 
Kesher organization. 

Approximately foriy high-func
tioning, frum eligibles were able to 
meet In a non-pressured Shabbos 
atmosphere.At ShaloshSeudos one 
young lady, 28 years old, spontane-

Many Qf us are guilty 
Qf lumping all singles 
together into one giant 

stereotypical profile 
-as we tend to do 

with certain professionals, 
races, or Bais Yaakovs. 

ously rose to thank the hosts for 
their efforts and hospitality. It was, 
she said later, her public speaking 
debut. "Although I didn't find my 
bashert this Shabbos,'' she said, "I 
thank you for trying. And In the 
merit for your efforts, may you and 
your children never be faced with 
the sadness that we experience 
everyday." 
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She sat down In the quiet room. 
But the thoughts of all the hosts 
spoke out loudly. "Until now we 
thought we were practicing gemil
las chessedfor them Nowwe realize 
how scared we are for ourselves." 
Suddenly it wasn't just them .... 
It could also be us. 

ID. SHAPING THE IMPERATIVE 

W:en singles are asked what 
he community should be 

doing for them, there Is 
little unanimity In their responses. 

One 35-year-old fellow told me, 
''The best thing you can do for 
singles Is help them not be single 
anymore." 

On the other hand, one 34-year
old woman said, "When we want to 
get married, we will. Hakadosh 
Baruch Hu takes care of that. We 
just need help surviving until then." 

But a few basic guidelines are In 
order. These measures must be 
prefaced, however, with the state
ment of fact that the repair process 
has already begun. Organizations 
such as Kesher have begun to 
address the needs of this special 
group. And everyday, more and more 
sensitive and caring individuals are 
opening their homes, their hearts, 
and their mouths In demonstration 
of support for the unattached. But, 
It's not enough. 

OUTREACH: 
One obvious necessity is the 
need to seek them out. Singles 

will rarely approach you and force 
their own integration. Most people 
know many singles. besides the 
countless familiar strangers that we 
frequently encounter but never dare 
approach. Extend a hand to them. 
A smile. An invitation. Make them 
feel wanted. 

"It's nice when people are recep
tive when I Invite myself over for 
Shabbos," one single told me, "but 
it doesn't compare to getting a call 
from them that says Tm thinking 
of you. You mean something to us:" 

And those fortunate families (and 
there are many) who do share a 
Shabbos meal, a Purim Seuda, or 
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a dreidel game with those who 
usually sit alone, agree that their 
own family life is enhanced immea
surably. Yes. Givers are takers. 

MATCHMAKING: 
Compiling a list of the Do's 
and Don'ts of matchmaking is 

better left to more qualified and 
experienced persons and to more 
space than this article permits. Un
fortunately. we often hide behind 
our imperfections and decide to 
forego "redding shidduchim" en
tirely. 'Tm not good at that sort of 
thing," may be an honest remark. 
but it's still an invalid excuse. 
Having doubts about one's capacity 
to be the perfect parent is hardly 
reason enough for not having child
ren. And yet. the shadchonus indus
try is often treated with such fra
gility-as if there is no room for 
error. 

Kiruv rechokim, a process of 
increasing complexity and special
ization, is nevertheless one that 
everyone can be a part of. notwith
standing the expected blunders that 
may ensue. Similarly. most people 
that are quite capable of recom
mending that two people should 
meet. rarely even try it. Of course. 
careful consideration and good 
common sense are prerequisite for 
any proposed match-making. but 
laser-optic surgery it is not. Any 
"damage" done is rarely irreparable. 

Ironically. it is often those people 
who do not venture into this terri
tory. who are also the best connected 
and most likely to know the most 
people. No license or semicha 
required. 

Just remember the reply that the 
Chafetz Chaim gave. when his 
talmid complained that he had no 
desire to learn. "What's the prob
lem?" asked the Rebbe. "So learn 
without desire!" 

Try it! 

TAP ANATURALRESOURCE: 
Include singles in your voca
tional, social, and organiza-

tional projects. Far too often, qual
ified, sensitive and dynamic 
candidates who happen not to be 
married are totally ignored when 
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Those fortunate families 
who share a Shabbos meal, 
a Purim Seuda, or a 
dreidel game with 
those who usually 
sit alone, agree 
that their own 
family life is 
enhanced 
immeasurably. 

Givers 
are takers. 

opportunities for employment and 
organizational fulfillment arise. 

Intelligent, often brilliant singles 
are not even considered, when their 
selection-had they been married
might have been obvious. Not to 
mention that their schedules are 
frequently less time-restrictive than 
those with large families. They're a 
vibrant but untapped resource to be 
used in all sorts of school, commun
ity and chessed projects. They just 
need our encouragement. The out
come is usually zeh nehaneh v'zeh 
nehaneh-everyone gains. 

ACCEPTANCE: 
Finally, and perhaps most 
significantly, singles need to 

feel accepted. And that requires our 
calling upon an old fashioned skill: 
Listening. We need to remind our
selves that they are people-not 
statistics. 

Some shadchanim act as if it is 
their life's mission to get someone 
married-somehow, forgetting that 
they never got to know that person. 
Yes, we would like slnglehood to gain 
the status of an endangered species, 
but sometimes we forget that they 
are people-not bald eagles. 

As one single put it: "The best 
people to talk to are those who don't 
judge you. What hurts the most is 
that in order to stay alive, I have to 
use defense mechanisms all the 
time." 

One of the simplest and most 
poignant comments I heard about 
this was from a woman who said, 
"I was so happy when I got married, 
so I could please one person instead 
of the whole world!" 

Inquire-don't interrogate. Lis
ten-don't judge. Validate-don't 
incriminate. Consult-don't insult. 

So when you wrap yourself in your 
tallis tomorrow morning-think 
about those who don't. 

And when you put on that shei
tel-make sure it doesn't cover your 
eyes.• 
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Miss Anon 

This Side of the Fence 

As a single woman in her late 
twenties, I would like to share with 
you my feelings about the pres
sures of being single in the frum 
community, and how some qfthese 
pressures can be eased. Although 
I am wrttingfrom afeminine pers
pective, I'm sure many aspects will 
apply to men, as well. 

EXPLODING THE MYTHS 

S o often we hear someone say, 
"Such a lovely girl-why Isn't 
she married yet?" Comments 

like this aggravate our frustration 
with our single state. Being married 
Is a central concept in Yiddishkeit 
It Is considered not only a major 
mitzva, but a condition of life that 
the Ribbono Shel Olam prescribes 
as necessary for optimal function
ing as Torah Jews and as human 
beings. Since marriage Is con
sidered to be the normal state of 
existence, being unmarried is 
viewed as "abnormal." So people re
late to singles, at least subcon
sciously, as they would to a person 
missing an arm or leg; they feel sorry 
for them and don't quite know what 
to say. Often people with the best 
intentions say hurtful things, and 
this only widens the "Great Divide" 
that exists between married people 
and single people. 

To begin with. I would like to 
explode two widespread myths 
about single people: 1) There Is 
something wrong with them. 2) It's 
their fault that they're not married. 

The author of this article was born "out-of-town," 
and attended a women's seminary in New York 
City. We have respected her request for 
anonymity. 
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Upon meeting older single people, 
we want to know what their "prob
lem" Is. With the exclusion of indi
vidual situations, the contrary Is 
usually the case. Not only Is there 
nothing "wrong" with older singles. 
but they are often high caliber 
people. My single friends are con
scientiously committed to Yiddish
keit and would make wonderful 
wives and mothers, and 1 consider 
myself fortunate to be in their 
company. Yes, there are a lot of 
wonderful single people around, and 
our first step as a Torah community 
is to give them the benefit of the 
doubt. 

On to Myth No. 2: When people 
ask. "Why isn't he/she married?" 
there is the intimation that it is the 
single person's fault. Actually, this 
question is no different from any 
other question In life for which there 
are no ready answers: 'Why was that 
person in a car accident?" 'Why did 
so-and-so make a fortune in busi
ness?" 

We are trained to believe in Hash
gacha Prattis-that G-d has a plan 
for everything. Somehow shiddu
chim is perceived differently. as 
though the single person is to blame 
for his own sorry state. Yet It is often 
no more a person's fault than other 
life situations beyond their control. 

We often feel these vibrations from 
the most well-meaning people who 
try to help us, and we immediately 
put up our defenses. It is saddening. 
indeed. that in an area where people 
need to work together the most. the 
schism seems to be widest. When a 
person requires other kinds of help, 
we don't question the need for a 
warm hand and sympathetic smile. 
Why should we be any less under
standing of singles? 

Singlehood is lonely. Despite 
having loving parents and good 
friends, a single person is still very 
much alone emotionally. and in 
solitude must face the major deci
sions of her life as well as her 
emerging identity as a person. In our 
community this is complicated by 
the fact that we must be concerned 
with what people think about us
about the way we dress, talk and 
act-for fear that an unfavorable 
remark may get around and "spoil 
our chances." It is never a completely 
natural existence. 

ELIMINATING NEGATIVES 

T here are many positive steps 
to be taken to break down the 
communication barrier and 

ease tensions, and they begin by 
eliminating the negative. When deal
ing with single people, especially 
concerning shidduchim, there are 
some key phrases to avoid: 

"You are too picky." 

This line is the all-time hands
down winner of the Most Hated 
Remark Award. If you are sincerely 
interested in bringing two people 
together and you care about others' 
feelings, don't ever say this to 
anyone. It causes alienation. 

If you were about to invest mil
lions of dollars, which could either 
make you or break you, would you 
do It lightly? No one questions the 
urgency of caution when entering 
financial risk for gain; and yet how 
much greater Is the investment we 
make in a marriage-an investment 
that is priceless and one that has 
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the potential for greater spiritual 
returns than we can ever imagine! 

"Pickiness" is a relative term. I'm 
not referring to hair color. s1yle of 
glasses, or width of hat brim, but 
to such matters as compatible 
values and perceptions in life. Is this 
being picky? Then a single person 
has eveiy right to be picky. She will 
spend the rest of her life with the 
person and the framework she has 
chosen. 

The areaofpersonali1y is also cru
cial. No matter how well one knows 
the principals, one can never make 
a decision about what is "right" for 
someone else. 

"You have to compromise.H 

This is a restatement of the "too 
picky" indictment, implying that 
older people are unrealistic and that 
they do not need to be as happy or 
fulfilled in marriage as those who 
married at a younger age. There may 
be a positive message somewhere, 
but it sounds and feels like a put
down. 

"She doesn't really want to get 
married anyway. She's too happy I 

too busy with her csreer." 

This statement. besides being 
painful, is also false. Everyone 
wants to get married. Being alone 
is unnatural and oppressive, and 
even physically harmful. I don't 
know anyone who is happy being 
single, no matter how cheerful she 
may seem to be. 

And then, we are warned not to 
"get too happy," the implication 
being that if we enjoy our work or 
get too "comfortable," we'll become 
satisfied with our singlehood. 

Many people mistake a person's 
active single life for a confusion in 
priorities. In most cases, it is a brave 
attempt to lead a productive life and 
to achieve personal growth in the 
interim before marriage. Most mar
ried people are unaware of the tre
mendous strength it takes to main
tain good spirits and to be involved 
in worthwhile projects without the 
support and friendship that only a 
spouse can provide. As singles, we 
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walk a veiy fine line between want
ing to reach out for comfort and 
guidance, and the need to project a 
strong image and a sense of control. 

As far as our jobs go-if lucky 
enough to have good ones, we are 
veiy thankful, and they are in no way 
contradlctoiy to our priorities. Mar
riage and family are first for us, and 
in the meantime, we are veiy grate
ful for all the benefits provided by 
our jobs (many of which will come 
in handy in our married lives). These 
include the opportuni1y to mature 
socially, the sharpening of ethical 
awareness, the refinement of mid
dos, the improvement of skills. and 
last, but not least, the self-esteem 
and independence that come from 
earning a living. We count our bless
ings while we wait. 

Also, please remember that you 
never see a total picture. No one sees 
all the private and often painful 
hishtadlus that goes on behind 
closed doors in a single person's life; 
the heartfelt talks with friends and 
mentors. the self-searching, the 
tefillos, and the many, many tears. 
All of this is hidden from view. 

The Torah does bid us to be happy 
at all times, no matter what the 

circumstances, and we tiy to take 
that directive seriously. Happiness 
doesn't necessarily mean that we are 
content with our status. 

HEnjoy yourself.tt 

This pre-date advice, though well
meaning, is illogical. Going out is 
not fun-oriented-although time 
pleasantly spent can be a fringe 
benefit. For non-Jews, dating is a 
social activi1y, but for us it is a 
means toward tachlis-a serious 
goal. 

As a rule, dating is anecessaiyevil. 
and it can be severely stressful. After 
being brought up on a lifetime of 
strict separation of the sexes, we are 
suddenly told to go out and find a 
husband/wife, and not only that, 
but we should "relax and enjoy 
ourselves"! 

The dating situation itself is an 
emotional Catch-22. Both people get 
all dressed up and are on their best 
behavior. Eveiyword is weighed and 
stored. so that ordinaiy comments, 
which would be bypassed in daily 
conversation, become dispropor
tionately important and/ or mis
construed. There is also a lot of 
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Inspection going on, no matter how 
much anyone wants to deny this. So 
after an average of three hours of 
being thoroughly investigated, dur
ing which our performances may 
rival those of anyone on or Off 
Broadway, we then say goodnight 
and close the door on someone we 
may never even see again! 

There is so little opportunity to see 
the other person In a normal con
text. (I sometimes even find myself 
praying for a flat tire just to depart 
from the script.) We probably know 
our co-workers better than we know 

our prospective husbands/wives 
before we marry them. 

We're aware that when people tell 
us to enjoy ourselves before a date, 
they are only looking for a way to 
wish us luck. Perhaps "Hatzlacha" 
would be more appropriate. 

HWhat do you have to lose? 
It's only one evening." 

No date is "only one evening." 
Each one involves much prepara
tion, as well as pressures of some 
sort A single person's careful con-

sideration of a prospective shid
duch, and her decision about 
whether to continue a relation
ship-or to begin one at all-should 
be respected. 

HSo, what's new with you?tt 

We know that people are inter
ested in our welfare and do sincerely 
want to see us married. But there 
are other aspects to our lives. When 
someone asks us "what's new," they 
usually have only one topic in mind, 
and it gives us the irritating feeling 
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that our only worth as a human 
being is in marriage, and that 
nothing else we do could possibly 
be important. 

I have been extremely grateful for 
the few Shabbosos 1 spent with 
families where the topic of dating 
did not come up once. These people 
were just as concerned about me as 
anyone else, and would be the first 
to call me if a suitable name came 
up. But in the meantime we talked 
about my ideas, my job, my outside 
activities and friendships. my 
efforts to be a good person. They 
made me feel worthwhile, and be
cause of that I am most comfortable 
talking with them, in particular, 
about shidduchim 

"How's your social life?" is a re
lated question. but one that is ob
viously more direct-and intrusive, 
unless asked by someone who is 
really a close frtend (in which case 
it would certainly be worded in a 
gentler way), especially when no con
crete help is being offered. I would 
never go up to a married person and 
ask. "So, how come you don't have 
any children?" By the same token 
I would like my privacy to be respect
ed. Dating is a sensitive, personal 
issue and should be treated as such. 

6'Listen to me •.. , " 

Not always spoken, this message 
is often conveyed by body-language 
or inflection: the single person is not 
really capable of making good judg
ments and should take others' 
advice. 

Of course we need advice. just like 
any one else. and we often seek it. 
And we are willing to listen-espe
cially when we feel we have been 
listened to. But many times advice 
is forced on us without regard for 
our own feelings. In certain situa
tions I sometimes wonder why my 
own adult judgment is not consi
dered as sound as that of a married 
person who may be five years my 
junior. 

A case in point might be the 
person who is seeking to marry 
someone who wants to live in Israel, 
and is constantly admonished "not 
to limit herself." She is not neces-
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sarily unrealistic. Nor will she defi
nitely wind up in Israel. What it does 
mean is that living in Israel is 
central to her value system, and not 
just an item on the notorious 
"checklist," Dismissing this hope as 
unrealistic. or even petty, is a dis
missal of much of what the person 
stands for, and is counterproduc
tive, 

Many of us find ourselves at the 
mercy of too much good advice. We 
are pushed and pulled in so many 
directions, frightened into thinking 
that we may have "missed" our 
basherte, or that we did not make 
the right decision-in general, dis
couraged from developing confi
dence in our own sense of judgment 

OF GRATITUDE AND POSITIVES 

Let my complaints not eclipse 
my gratitude to the very many 
who try to help us, Perhaps 

some positive suggestions can 
further help these sincere friends in 
their efforts, 

• Please realize that there are 
many single people around you, and 
they need your help. This may be 
a neighbor's son or daughter, or an 
out-of-towner In the apartment next 
door, with no family nearby and few 
contacts. We singles are painfully 
aware that we are almost totally 
dependent on the help of others to 
get married-not a pleasant situa
tion for anyone to be in, and one 
that you can alleviate with just a bit 

of thoughtfulness. Shadchanus is 
not just the province of profession
als; it's everybody's private mitzva, 
and it should be done responsibly, 
This means following through on 
suggestions, collecting the neces
sary Information, returning phone 
calls, and listening objectively to 
feedback. 

• Next: Listen, Sometimes an 
open ear can be the most valuable 
gift you can give anyone. 

• And then-perhaps most im
portant of all-treat your single 
friend just as you would anyone else. 

• One final thought: Singlehood 
should not be considered a wasted 
time period. It can be very positive, 
And it can serve as significant 
preparation for marriage-if viewed 
that way. Single people develop 
strengths and awarenesses in life 
that would otherwise remain dor
mant, often becoming more sensi
tive to the needs of others. I am 
certain that I will be a better hostess 
for having so often been a guest, and 
that I have already become a better 
listener. 

Being single can even be seen as 
a chessed. We always learn that 
HaShem gives nisyonos to those 
who can pass them; it is a testimony 
to my friends' character that they 
have been given the opportunity to 
demonstrate their faith, and that 
they have done so admirably. 

May we be granted the opportun
ity In the near future to implement 
our own suggestions-from the 
other side of the fence. • 
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EDUCATING OUR CHILDREN 

Compared to other areas of 
Torah literature, the field of 
Jewish education has suf

fered from neglect. True, textbooks 
for Torah studies and teachers' 
guides for specific subjects can be 
found. But the parent or teacher, 
looking for guidance in how to deal 
with the children for whom he is 
responsible, often feels painfully 
that he needs more help than he can 
find in the available books. Though 
we have had opportunity in the 
columns of The Jewish Observer to 
comment on the writings of Avi 
Shulman, of Miriam Levi and of 
Miriam Adahan, it is a pleasure to 
take note of a number of books that 
have recently appeared in this field. 
They include works on the halachos 
of education, on the proper gui
dance of children, and on the per
sonal experiences of parents and 
teachers. 
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WORKS OF HALACHA 

Successful Chinuch, by Rabbi S. 
Wagschal, edited by Mrs. M. 
Daresky (Feldheim, New York
Jerusalem, 1988, $5.95 ), a guide for 
parents and educators. 

This is the work of an experienced 
educator and talmid chacham The 
author has drawn on his many years 
of educational work in Gateshead to 
provide succinct rules for "bringing 
up children according to their way." 
While he touches on a large number 
of topics-and, in the Hebrew foot
notes, provides most helpful refer· 
ences to Torah sources-the reader 
would often want a fuller discussion 
of the issues. Such topics as learn
ing handicaps, the child in a single
parent family. or professional coun
seling, are only touched on lightly, 
or not discussed at all. On some 
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other topics. brevity leads the 
author to make recommendations 
that may not fit the exigencies of 
every community or child, as the 
author himself warns (e.g. his 
recommendation that a boy should 
start to read between four and five, 
and start Chumash between five 
and six years of age). Thus it would 

4916 13th Ave., B'klyn, N.Y. 11219 
(718) 854-2911 

be wrong to expect this slim volume 
to answer all questions that arise 
in child-rearing. However, the 
author's points are all thought
provoking; they will alert the reader 
to the important issues to be con
sidered and lead him to adopt a 
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Torah perspective on them. That is 
a very real and significant contrtbu
tion to Torah education. 

Shma Beni, a Halachic Compen
dium on the Laws of Child-Rearing, 
by Rabbi Dovid Weinberger, with 
halachic appendices by Rabbi 
Chaim Pinchas Sheinberg and by 

1 Rabbi Nissan Alpert'"" (published 
by the author, Lawrence, NY. 1988, 
$14.00). 

Rabbi Weinberger. unlike Rabbi 
Wagschal. did not set out to wrtte 
a practical manual on Chtnuch but, 
rather, to gather from the four parts 
of the Shulchan Aruch the most 
relevant halachosconceming child
ren and their education. In seventy 
sections, the author covers a truly 
vast gamut of halachos, and the 
Hebrew footnotes provide sources, 
elaborations, and dissenting opin
ions. It is noteworthy that the 
author In many places cites hala
chic decisions of Rabbi Sheinberg. 
his grandfather, which he himself 
heard from him. 

It is important for the reader to 
keep in mind that he is dealing with 
a halachic work. and that the appli
cations of the halachos may require 
further exploration and elaboration. 
Thus e.g .. on p.41, Rabbi Sheinberg 
is quoted that "it would appear that 
there is no obligation for a child to 
ask for forgiveness for any wrong
doing" before Yom Ktppur; the 
absence of such a halachic obliga
tion, however, would surely not do 
away with the importance of making 
a child apologize as part of his 
training in mtdos. Likewise. the 
halachtc obligation of a child of six 
or seven to daven Shmone Esrei 
three times a day (p.24) must be 
seen in the context of the child's 
ability to fulfill this obligation. 

To properly understand the hala
chos given, it is Important that the 
reader consult the Hebrew foot
notes. One example: the author 
writes in the text. p. 92, that "there 
are differences of opinion among the 
posktm (halachtc declsors) If !girls] 
may study the Oral Law"-it is the 
pertinent footnote that makes It 
clear that none of the posktm 
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approve of their studying Gemora, 
with its pilpul and shakla vetarya. 
Though the notes are comprehen
sive, the study of the multitude of 
dinim gathered here will inevitably 
lead the reader to further pursue the 
topics raised, and seek clarification 
of new questions that will arise (e.g., 
if a child is not required to seek 
atonement for sins on Yom Kippur, 
what is the nature of his recitation 
of Viduy?). 

VALUABLE SUGGESTIONS 

I n an entirely different vein, 
Rabbi Y. Sklar, a supervisor in 
the Chinuch Atzmai school 

system, has published a pamphlet, 
A Collection of Pedagogic Articles 
on the Teaching Qf Limudei Kodesh 
(Ner La Torah Puhl., Bnei Brak, 1989 
$15.95 ). The essays, dealing with 
methods of teaching Gemora and 

the weekly Parsha, as well as imbu
ing children with Yiras Shomayim, 
reflect the experience of a veteran 
educator. The recommendations 
offered are down-to-earth and 
abound with practical examples. Of 
course, these brief articles cannot 
take the place of a comprehensive 
manual on the teaching of the 
various Limudei Kodesh. which 
unfortunately has not yet been 
written. But a teacher will find here 
many helpful suggestions for which 
he will be indebted to the author. 

THE MOTHER'S ROLE 

T he raising of children can be 
discussed from many differ
ent vantage points. Straight 

from the Heart byTebillaAbramov 
(Targum Press, Southfield, Mich., 
1990. $1 1.95 ) focuses on a very 

specific point-the role of the 
mother in nurturtng a child. From 
a Torah perspective, she deals with 
the crucial importance of mother 
love and the joyful bond between 
mother and child, stressing in this 
context the contributions made by 
nursing (to which a large part of the 
book is devoted). 

Raising Children to Care, a Jewish 
Guide to Child Rearing, by Miriam 
Adahan (Feldheim Pub!., Jerusa
lem/Spring Valley, 1988, $16.95 ). 

In contrast, this book deals with 
the whole broad sweep of bringing 
up children. It is a work that every 
parent will find immensely valuable. 
The author's goal is to make the 
parent aware of the fundamental 
principles essential to successful 
parenting. She stresses the need for 
parents to maintain healthy self-
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esteem which will enable them to 
deal with the child In a thoughtful 
and constructive manner (It is the 
guilt-ridden insecure parent that 
can not cope). And she suggest ap
propriate techniques for the prob
lems and crises that Inevitably arise 
In bringing up a child; the table of 
contents shows the wide range of 
situations discussed-often with 
specific reference to rabbinic sour-
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ces. Throughout the book, personal 
examples and experiences are cited 
that help the reader visualize and 
concretize the author's Insights. 
This is, Indeed, the distinguishing 
feature of this book: It deals with 
fundamentals but brings them 
down to the practical level of daily 
living. Parents will discover here 
that their problems are not unique 
and they will find help In coping 
with them. 

DISCIPLINE WITH LOVE 

O neofthemainpointsofMrs. 
Adahan's book, the need for 
"firm discipline with love," is 

the central theme of Sara Chana 
Radcliffe's The Delicate Balance, 
Love and Authority in Torah Parent
ing (Targum Press, Southfield, 
Mich, 1989, $15.95). Her chapters 
on conveying love, creating trust. 
and establishing authority. discuss 
In a down-to-earth manner the right 
and the wrong ways of pursuing 
one's educational goals (throughout 
the book the author actually offers 
sample parent-child dialogues in 
two versions, the right and the 
wrong one). There will surely be no 
reader who will not reflect on how 
he or she usually handles the situa-
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tlons that are here described. Of 
particular Interest Is the final chap
ter, devoted to the molding of the 
Torah personality. The author 
stresses that, in addition to love and 
authority, direction Is essential: 
parents must know, and guide the 
child toward, the goal that must be 
pursued-the creation of a Torah 
personality. She particularly deals 
with the development of midas, an 
issue with which every parent and 
educator struggles. All in all, this is 
a most readable work that Is sure 
to earn the gratitude of all its 
readers. 

REMINISCENCES OF A 
TEACHER 

W:ile the books reviewed so 
ar concentrate on princi

ples and approaches to 
chinuch, we also happily welcome 
two works that deal with chinuch 
from the angle of the actual expe
riences of a teacher and a mother, 
respectively. Reaching the Stars, by 
Ruchama Shain (Feldhelm, Jerusa
lem/Spring Valley, 1990, $15.95) 
presents the reminiscences of a well
loved educator on a lifetime of 
teaching, In and out of the class
rooms. We see her hesitantly taking 
her first steps in her career as a 
beginning teacher; developing her 
methods and, In particular, her 
understanding of "the stars," each 
of the children entrusted to her: and 
the satisfactions and successes that 
she gained, thanks to her concern 
with her charges. While the book is 
very personal (even containing 
many letters written in tribute to the 
author), it conveys a general mes
sage: Chinuchmust be based on love 
and concern for the children with 
whom we are given the opportunity 
to deal. 

THE PERSPECTIVE OF 
A PARENT 

T he perspective of a parent Is 
presented in Growing With 
My Children.A.Jewish Moth

er's Diary, by Sarah Shapiro (C.l.S., 
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Lakewood, 1990, $16.95 ). As indi
cated in the subtitle, this book grew 
from a diary kept by the author in 
connection with a workshop con
ducted by Miriam Levi (author of 
EjfectiVe Jewish Parenting, re
viewed in JO, Dec. '86). It does not 
claim to be a manual for raising 
children. nor a full account of the 
Shapiro family's life; its purpose is 
to focus on the problems and chal
lenges of bringing up children. In 
this book-which it is impossible to 
read without being deeply moved
the author chronicles the dally 
problems she encountered. and her 
struggle to deal with them. We are 
tempted to ciy with her over her 
failures and frustrations-and to 
rejoice as. slowly but surely. she 
scores more and more successes, all 
the while of growing In her self
masteiy and the realization of the 
Torah values to which she is so 
fervently attached. Mrs. Shapiro's 
readiness to discuss failures and 
"back-sliding" lends a special poig
nancy to her book, for it brings into 
It a realism that we can appreciate. 
and also hope for all of us-if she 
could do it. perhaps we also can. As 
helpful as it is heartwarming, this 
work is veiy readable. and even 
funny in spots; but underneath, it 
may be seen as a powerful Mussar 
text. 

TWO BOOKS FOR WOMEN 
reviewed by Lisa Herman 

R eading English is all too 
often relegated to the aca
demic realms-for those 

between the years of 6-18, or to the 
business place from the hours of 9-
5. I often suggest to my students. 
however, that reading can be for the 
sheer pleasure of the experience. not 
to mention the added element of 
relaxation. If reading is to become 
a habit, it follows that there must 
be good material available for this 
pursuit. Such a volume is Reflec
tions, a collection of poetiy and 
prose by Miriam Dansky of Gate
shead, England (published by Tar
gum/Feldheim $10.95). 
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The reviewer's simple words are 
lifeless compared to the strength of 
feeling Mrs. Dansky stirs up as she 
depicts the human strength of 
ancient and modern Jewish heroes 
and heroines, from Adam Harishon, 
and Chanah, to a Bar Mitzva boy in 
1939, and an "aging aunty." The 
author highlights the elements of 
spirituality of each the Yamim 
Tovim. individually, and refocuses 
our mind's eye to the kedusha in 
the face of the physical degradation 
of the Holocaust; It is unlike any
thing I have ever read. 

The beauty of this collection lies 
both In its form and its content. Mrs. 
Dansky uses her pen and the well
chosen word to paint images, evoke 
memories and capture the essence 
of our collective consciousness as 
Jews. At once sensitive and sensit
izing. this book is a gift: worth giving 
and well-worth receiving. 

Wildflower, a novel by Rachel 
Pomemntz (Bristol, Rhein and Eng
lander, Princeton, NJ .. Distributed 
by C.l.S. Distributors $1 7.95 ). 

Here is the "kosher" answer to 
what to read on a long languid 
summer afternoon or while recup
erating from a bout of the flu. 
Wild.flower Is the spell-binding first 
novel by Rachel Pomerantz. The 

author sensitively and plausibly 
portrays the intriguing and intri
cate details of five major characters 
whose lives are Intertwined: Bar
baro, a young college graduate who 
explores Judaism and later marries 
Chaim. a yeshiva student and pian
ist; Ronny, their foster child; and 
Aviva. her long-time friend who 
marries Danny, Barbara's cousin. 

Against the evocative panorama of 
Jerusalem, the reader meets Jews of 
various levels of religious involve
ment and observance, all of whom 
are trying to come to grips with the 
challenges of life. interpersonal 
relationships and decision-making. 
The choices these individuals make 
are made veiy real by the author's 
fluid style and vivid depiction of 
human behavior. The reader learns 
of the subtle experiences of a ba'al 
teshuva and a mother's disappoint
ment in her daughter's change of 
life-style; one also feels the suffering 
of a young couple's childlessness 
and the painful realization of a 
father lost between two generations. 

The scope of this novel necessi
tates a somewhat terse development 
of plot and character, in favor of 
small vignettes. The fast-paced 
ending unites the characters and 
strengthens the book. Her following 
novel is eagerly anticipated. • 

Mrs. Herman lives in Brooklyn where she teaches 
English in a Beth Jacob High School. 
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MATANA 
GALLERY 
4906 18th Ave .. Brooklyn, NY 

(718) 851-4448 

Jewish books, Talleisim, Mezuzos, 
personalized Tallis bags, 

Te/ii/in bags, Yarmulkas and 
Cha/ah covers, cassettes, /ucite, 

sterling silver, Judaica and jewelr~, 

ALL AT SUPER 
DISCOUNT PRICES! 

MON,-WED 4-6 P.M 
TUES,-THURS, 7-9 P.M 

AGUDAIH ISRAEL 
HALACHA INQUIRY 

TELEPHONE LINE 
(212) 363-8133 

SPONSORED fN THE CONFERENCE OF 
AGUDATH ISRAEl BRANCH RASBONIM 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 
THE AGUDATH ISRAEL DEPARTMENT 

OF TORAH PROJECTS 
(212) 797-9000 

If YOU KNOW 
somebody who is sincerely 
ready to affix a mezuzah on 
his (or her) doorpost and to 
put tefillin on every day, but 
has no money, call between 
8 P.M and l 0 P.M 

(718) 853 2318 or 
(718) 853 2297 

We will l"YH assist them 

Rabbi & Mrs. M.Y. Blau 
1459 4oth SI., Brooklyn, NY 11218 718 853·2318 
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with and 

without comment 

BRINGING JUDAISM TO 
THE JEWS OF RUSSIA 

0 ver the years, The Jewish 
Obseroer has been featuring 
articles about the awaken

ing of Jewish awareness in the 
USSR• and reporting on efforts to 
bring Yiddtshkeit to those who are 
captives of the Communist 
system,*• 

The obstacles have been Incred
ible-over 70 years of Marxist Indoc
trination, resulting in a deep unwil
lingness to accept any kind of belief 
In a deity; constant surveillance; 
and, until recently, threat of arrest
and yet, somehow, the efforts bore 
fruit In fact, the students of the 
shlichim to the Soviet Union of 
yesteryear are today the teachers 
and leaders of outreach to Soviet 
immigrants in Israel and America. 

How delicate an undertaking this 

•Beginning wlth:"Is There Shabbos in the Soviet 
Union?"-May'72: Dr. Herman Branover's "From 
RJga to Jerusalem" -Feb. '73. 
•• Most recently,"A Summer Kolle1 In Russia" 
(March '89),and In last month's JO, Rabbi Moshe 
Elsemann's "Dawn Breaks Over Yurmala". 

W€ are in ihe pio_cesS oJ 
prepdring a booklet, entitled: 

"tHE KEY 10 FERTILITY" 
Coping with A(iv~ity 

If you have first hand information on 
the subject; and/0r if you \J\IOUlcl .be 
interested in reviewinfi-our-rrianuscriPt 
in order to comment and off et ,input: 
please write: 

POBox82, 
Staten Island, NY 10309 

outreach Isl How absolutely certain 
one must be that everything taught, 
quoted, or stated-that every ges
ture-is absolutely, Incontrovertibly 
correct! After all, this encounter is 
"Sinai" for Ilya and Scnya. How 
careful one must be to be Informa
tive, Inspiring, and yet not threat
ening! How rewarding the efforts 
can be, when successful! 

What, then, Is one to make of the 
following? We quote: 

Reform Rabbi to Teach 
at Israeli Orthod°" Unlveralty 

Samuel Jaffe is a Reform rabbi. Bar Ilan 
University in Ramat Gan, Israel, is an 
Orthodox school. 

The ideologies maybe different, but there 
is a thread that's about to tie this rabbi 
and school together. Jaffe, spiritual leader 
of Temple Beth El in Hollywood, has 
become the first Reform rabbi ever to have 
an endowed chair in his name at the 
university. 

"This is a unique thing, especially with 
the divtsiveness tn Jewish Life," said Jaffe, 
who plans to retire from Temple Beth El 
next year after more than 30 years as its 
spiritual leader. 

The chair will be called the Rabbi Samuel 
Z. Jaffe Chair on Judaism in the Soviet 
Union. As that name suggests, Jaffe will 
be headed to the Soviet Union for three 
weeks in July to teach Jewish history and 
philosophy to Soviet Jews planning to 
emigrate to Israel. If enough Soviet Jews 
enrolled in the program are in Israel by fall, 
Jaffe will continue his teachings with them 
in Israel. 

-Jewish JoumaL 
So, Florida, Alan Kravitz, 

If you learn in a 
Yeshiva Gedolah 

Beis Medrash 
or Kolle! 

and are not yet receiving 
The Jewish Observer 

at a substantial discount, 
call (212) 797·7394 

, to arrange for a 
group subscription 

Minimum order Is 10 subscriptions. 
Magazines are shipped In bulk directly 

to the Yeshiva, Coordinator Is entitled to 
a free subscription, Call 'lbday!!! 
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A TIME TO BUILD 
JEWISH HOSPITALS 

To the Editor: 

As a relatively new member of the 
staff, I feel constrained to reply to 
the observation, by Mr. Levi Reis
man and yourself, In the February 
issue of The Jewish Observer con
cerning the use of Federation funds 
for hospitals. In this letter, I refer 
only to Beth Israel Hospital. 

I believe that there is a real benefit 
to the Orthodox Jewish community 
to have a hospital which serves only 
kosher food to Its patients and staff 
(i.e. does not just have "a kosher 
kitchen" as some of the others do) 
and has an active chaplaincy ser
vice, which provides an opportunity 
for a daily minyan to all patients 
and staff who are able to participate. 
In addition, the availability of a 
Sabbath elevator demonstrates the 
concern that Beth Israel has for the 
needs of the Orthodox Jewish Com
munity. Most important, however, Is 
the fact that all of our staff receives 
in-services education regarding an 
understanding of the needs of the 
observant Jewish Community and 
their special requirements. 

I am sure you are well aware that 
New York hospitals are under much 
financial stress at present. External 
support is essential for their con
tinued survival. Taking into account 
the particular services provided by 
this Hospital, Federation support 
appears entirely appropriate. 

It should be added that the Hos
pital also plays an important role in 
responding to the needs of the 
Russian-Jewish population immi
grating to this country. This follows 
the tradition of Beth Israel and 
brings to mind the purpose which 
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gave rise to Beth Israel's formation 
a hundred years ago. Some of the 
current actlvies include training of 

immigrants and making arrange
ments for special health care, for 
example in the provision of clrcum-

YOUR CAR II ISRAE£ 
TYPE OF CAR 

, . 

Yeshiva Ohr Chodosh 
MAILING ADDRESS: 440 9th Street • Lakewood, NJ 08701 

WHAT ARE WE? A Yeshiva High School 

endorsed by leading Roshei Yeshiva and Rabbanim 
that provides personal attention to every student in a 

warm and caring atmosphere. 

' - WHOM ARE WE FOR? Bochurim from Yeshiva Backgrounds who 

I 

will benem from an alternative to the intense and rigorous Yeshiva High 

School curriculum, and who aspire to become true B'nai Torah. 

WHAT DO WE OFFER? Experienced Rebbeim who will enhance 

the students' love of learning and Yiddishkeit. A secular department that 
will stress courses geared to business application and life skills. 

Supervised dormttory faciltties with an in-residence dorm counselor. 

WHERE ARE WE? Located in the Lakewood, NJ area, we will tap 

the resources of this great Torah community to provide friendship and 

role models from dedicated Torah people. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND APPLICATIONS, CONTACT: 

Rabbi Binyomin Friedland 

(201) 363·2248 

Rabbi Vose! Gelbwachs 

(201) 364-5712 
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. . . FOllSALE: 
Your 2000 sq. ft. dteam house 1.n Israel! 

Giant f,?rches, huge living rm, mod. kltdten, lg. breakfast 
rm, 2~ balh, baiement storage & stlldy. Beautiful Jllfd 
w/fruit & cine trees; pan.oramlcview. Only 1$ min. 
W of 1erusa em in Klryat Telz ·Stone, .a; fl\lm community 
w/a g. Americanglarion, w/I~ own sh1~ & 
medical facility & ls(BalsYal«w &clteder). ent 
ttan& to )eruWem .$165,000. · · . · 

... 301·358-8520 or 02-343'716. 
;, '' •' . 

for YOUR 
FUNDRA/S/NG or 

PROMOTIONAL CAMPAIGN 
CONSIDER a 

CUSTOM DESIGNED 
LUA CH or DIARY 
(718) 851-1314 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 
TO OUR CANADIAN 

AND OVERSEAS 
SUBSCRIBERS! -The simplest way to pay for 

your subscription is through 
VISA or MasterCard. They 

change your payment Into USA 

currency without any sur· 
charge. We cannot accept for· 

eign checks (even Canadian 

checks in $U.S.), only checks 
drawn on a bank in the U.S.A. 
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cislons according to halachic 
practice. 

NATHAN W. LEVIN. M.D. 
Chief 
Dtvtston of Nephrology & Hypertension 
Beth Israel Medical Center 
New York City 

RESPONSE 

In discussing the New York City 
UJA-Federation's extraordinary 
$1.7 billion Capital Campaign, com
parison was made between the $895 
million earmarked for hospitals as 
contrasted to $24 million for "Jew
ish Educatlon"-much of which is 
not even remotely Torah education. 
While hospitals are essential, and 
Beth Israel is certainly amongst 
those that are most responsive to 
Jewish needs in the New York area, 
the future of American Jewry clearly 
depends more on meeting the needs 

of the rapidly expanding yeshivas 
than it does on providing expert 
medical facilities under Jewish 
auspices. Yes, health care is essen
tial, but Torah education is the sine 
qua non of the Jewish future. And 
the 27-to-l ratio of assignment of 
funds certainly testifies to Federa
tion's total lack of sensitivity to this 
axiom. 

Another point. Without the sup
port of the organized Jewish philan
thropies. there will still be hospitals. 
And if there were no Beth Israel 
Medical Center. v•n, there would still 
be an NYU, Columbia Presbyterian, 
etc. 

But without Jewish support, 
there will be no yeshivas or day 
schools. And without yeshivas or 
day schools, there Is no Jewish 
tomorrow. 

L.R. and N.W. 

i1c•10~l, C"n rlln 11J'llf' 

Talmudical Academy fl' Baltimore 

Yeshivas Chafetz Chaim
Talmudical .Academy 
is accepting applications to our High 
School dormitory program from moti
vated bochurim looking to develop into 
serious Bnei Torah. Our program offers: 

• limited size shiurim with regular and advanced tracks. 
• concerned, experienced Rebbeim. 
• individualized and personalized attention. 
• a modern dormitory facility on a beautiful ten-acre subur

ban campus. 
• fully accredited General Studies program. 
• interaction with the vibrant community of Baltimore. 

:For rurtb.er information ])lease call or write: 
Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim-TalmudicalAcademy 

4445 Old Court Road 
Baltimore, Maryland 21208 

( 301) 484-6600 
Rabbi Menachem Gold, Menahel 

The Jewish Obseroer. May 1990 



THE REDEMPTION OF ESTHER 
AND QUOTING THE SOURCE 

To the Editor: 

My article, "Megillas Esther and 
the Nuremburg Trial," which was 
published in the March. 1986, issue 
of The Jewish Obseroer. drew paral
lels between the hanging of the Nazi 
war criminals in the year 5707 and 
the fate of Haman's ten sons. I 
attributed to the late Belzer Rebbe 
, .. ,. the connecting of the year of the 
trial '""'" with the three identical 

letters of the sons' names that are 
written smaller than standard. 

I have since learned through 
correspondence with Rabbi A Asher 
Hirsch of Jerusalem (formerly of 
Congregation Ben Mayer of the 
Bronx, N.Y.), that he had already 
called attention to this remarkable 
remez (allusion) years prior to my 
article, and to the Belzer Rebbe's 
comment. I would like to share this 
original source with your readers. 

NOSSON M. MUNK 
Brooklyn. N. Y. 

Miriam Borchardt 
Cami> Scholarship Fund 

Sponsored by Agudah Women of America 
14 WIWAM STREIT, NEW YORK cnY tOOSI 

I :r I 21 163-1940 

HOW CAN WE 
LET THESE CHILDREN DOWN. , , 

CASE #67 
Ffll'llfll lff1' HOME. -DEfmllY 1U. "GMllDPAftfNTS MEfD 
AUl>ITf fflOM <MING fOfl 1WO --

CASE #75 
MO'lllfll IUSY ClllllHG '°" -OfllDMN UNDfll JllRff. ffl'l1ffll 
WOllllS DAY - NIGHT TO MAKE 
fNOS MEET. MUOI TfNSIOH IN 1llf 
HOME. 1WO OUlal IOYS Nftl! Cll!.V>. 

CASE #105 
YOUNG IMMIGAANT IOY LOVES ..-1NG. M88f IS WOMlfl> HEWllL 
IORCKTTOMH RNDMnZVOSINNOTINPROPERSUMMEft RTMOSPHEM. 

Through the MIRIAM BORCHARDT CAMP SCHOLARSHIP FUND, 
Agudah Women of Amerlqi prQVides assistance to children Who must 
get away to camp. For these boys and girls camp is no luxury, but a 
necessity. 
HELP US HELP THEM ! 
This·isJn~ntc.ampatgnofAgudah\llomMolfld.Jhocatic:wuattpaidditectfytowHChrl.errt'llgiou~•. 
~ lhr 1«ipienl wilt attend. All <ontnDubons •e u•-ckductiblc. 

----------------------------:9!!~'$!!!~::;1 
Va:Sf fwut to hrfp Chlldten beneftt from a camp eJlpl'rlente. Please enroU me as a Sponsor Of 
Ille MIRIAM.eoitCHARDT CAMNCHOLARSHIP f1JND, ' 

___ s1s-..._,.s2s __ s36 sso __ s12 __ s100 
NAME _________ ADDRESS. _____ _ 

City/State Zip Code Phone 
~~~- ~~~~~-

Please make )Out thKk payable to: 
AGUDAH WOMEN OPAMIRICA - CAMP f1JND 

84 Wiiiiam Sllft~ New York City 10038 
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1b Relive the Unforgettable 
Moments of a Historic Event: 

Whether you were part of 
this unique demonstration of Kiddush 
Sheim Shomayim and Kavod HaTorah, or 
were unable to be there, you will want to 
have a copy of the official recording of 
the entire proceedings, to hear every 
inspiring word spoken, every stirring 
note sung, every "Omein Yehei Shmay 
Rabb a" proclaimed. 

Get your copy now of your 
COMMEMORATIVE TWO-CASSETTE SET 
encased in an attractive customized 
binder, including a copy of the Souvenir 
Program that was distributed at the 
occasion. Only a limited number of sets 
available. Submit your order while the 
supply still lasts. You will treasure this 
commemorative set for years to come! 

Jhis commemorative sit has 
been produced by popular request as a 
public service, and is available for an 
SIS contribution for each set (plus S2 
postage/handling). 

An excellent gift item. Order 
extra sets for friends and family! 

AGUDAm ISRAEL PUBLICATIONS DEPARTMENT 
84 Williams Street, NYC 10038 

Enclosed please find my contribution d 
$ for_ sets ($18 per set) of the 9th 
Siyum Hashas of the Daf Yomi recording. I am 
including $2 additionaJ for postage and handling. 

Name:------------

Address: -----------1 

City, State, Zip: ----------1 

Check or money order must accompany this coupon. 
Please allow 4 weeks for delivery. 

Proceeds will be utilized to furtlR!r the study of Daf 
Yomi throughout the nation. 
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