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THEGERRERREBBE 
RABBI SIMCHA BUNIM ALTER 7"Yr 

0 
n Tammuz 7 (July 8), 
Kial Y-isroel suffered an 
irreplaceable loss with 

the passing of the late 
Gerrer Rebbe, Admor Horav 

Reb Sim cha Buntm Alter n:rt:i;;?"n1i:>t. 

Son of the Imrei Emes, Horav 
Avroham Mordechai Alter, who in 
tum was the son of the Sf as Emes, he 
succeeded his own brother, the Beis 
Yisroel, as leader of Gerrer 
Chassidus, in 5737 /1977. 

In many ways, the late Rebbe per
sonified classical Gerrer Chassidus 
through his stress on Torah study
exemplified by his own total immer
sion in Torah; his personal humility, 
marked by brevity of expression; an 
intense avodas Hashem. carefully 
shielded from public eye; full involve
ment in the needs of his each and ev
ery visitor, loyal follower and total 
stranger alike; his dedication to the 
needs of Kial, especially through the 
medium of Agudath Israel, as a mem
ber of the leadership of its Moetzes 
Gedolei HaTorah (Council of Torah 
Sages). 

In many ways, he put his own im
print of Gerrer Chassidus with his 
deep concern over the personal toll 
that mounting financial pressures 
took on the families of his tens of 
thousands of followers in Israel's 
population centers. 

The Rebbe has been succeeded by 
his brother, Horav Reb Pinchas 
Menachem Alter, N""'71!1, who until 
now has been the Rosh Yeshiva of the 
Yeshiva Sfas Emes in Yerusalayim. 

A full biographical treatment of the 
late Rebbe is in preparation for a 
forthcoming issue. 



THEIEWISH 
OBSERVER 

THE JEWISH OBSERVER (ISSN) 0021-6615 
is published monthly except July and August by 
the Agudath Israel of America, 84 William Street, 
New York, N.Y. 10038. Second class postage 
paid in New York, N.Y. 
Subscription $22.00 per year; two years, $36.00; 
three years, $48.00. Outside of the United States 
(US funds drawn on a US bank only) $10.00 
surcharge per year. Single copy $3.00; foreign 
$4.00. Send address changes to The Jewish 
Observer, 84 William Street, N.Y., N.Y. 10038. 
Tel: (212) 797-9000. 
Printed in the U.S.A. 

RABBI NISSON WOLPIN, EDITOR 

EDITORIAL BOARD 
DR. ERNST L. BODENHEIMER 
Chalrm11n 

RABBI JOSEPH ELIAS 
JOSEPH FRIEDENSON 
RABBI NOSSON SCHERMAN 

MANAGEMENT BOARD 
NAFTOLI HIRSCH 
ISAAC KIRZNER 
RABBI SHLOMO LESIN 
NACHUM STEIN 

RABBI YOSEF C. GOLDING 
Buslne$S Manager 

Published by 
Agudath Israel of America 

RABBI MOSHE SHERER 
PRESIDENT 

THE JEWISH OBSERVER does not 
assume responsibility for the Kashrus 
of any product, publication, or service 
advertised in its pages 

©Copyright 1992 

SEPTEMBER 1992 
VOLUME XXV I NO. 6 

6 
Spain-Its Jewish Greatness 
Rabbi Berel Wein 

12 
After the Elections in Israel 
Yonason Rosenblum 

16 
Checking The Credentials of Tzeddaka Solicitors 
Zvi Baruch Hollander 

20 
The Seven Faces of Evil 
Rabbi Yitzchok Adlerstein 

25 
Books in Review 
COLLECTED WRITINGS OF RABBI SAMSON RAPHAEL HIRSCH/ 

MAsTERPLAN/lN His lMAGE/LMNG WITH DIFFICULT PEOPLE (INCLUDING 

YOURSELF)/ ADVICE FROM THE REBBE OF THE WARSAW GHEITO/ 

THE BEN TORAH AND His WORLD/GUIDE TO Mmo-rn IMPROVEMENT/ 

WHAT'S WRONG WITH BEING HUMAN? I 
PATifWAYS TO A PEACEFUL HOME 

30 Second Looks on the Jewish Scene 
WHo's TELLING STORIES TO YOUR Kms? 

EUROPEAN SHECHITA IN JEOPARDY, Joe Lobenstein 

36 " ... " (with or without comment) 
REFORM JUDAISM CoMES TO Moscow 

38 Letters to the Editor 



RabbiBerel Wein 

KE'YS TO THE 
CIIT OF SEVILLE 
SPAIN-

Its Jewish Greatness 
engraved In 

Hebrew. Spanish 
and Arabic -

were presented tl 
the Spanish king 
after reconquest 
by Chrtsttans In 

the 13th Century. 

THE VIEW FROM FIVE 
CENTURIES 

TIS year marks 500 years since 
he expulsion of the Jews of 
pain from their long-standing 

settlement on the Iberian peninsula. 
This tragic event in Jewish history. 
when viewed in historical perspective, 
serves as a warning to all later Jew
ish exiles of the dangers that threaten 
Jewish communities, no matter how 
well settled, influential and deep
rooted they may be. Bigotry. jealousy, 
persecutio11 on the one hand, and as
similation on the other. conspired to 
bring down the home of the 
Sephardim and jeopardize the entire 
House oflsrael. 

A full review of the story of Jewish 
Spain is beyond the purview of this 
article. The great Torah scholars of 
Spain-Rif, Rambam, Ramban. 
Rashba, Ritva and others-each de-

Rabbi Wein. ofMonsey, N.Y .. is dean ofShaarei 
Torah of Rockland County and the Bais Torah 
Academy, as well as Rav of the Congregation Bais 
Torah in the same con1munHy. A popular lecturer 
and wrtter, his Triumph ofSLuuival is a history of 
tJ1e Jews in the Modem era. 
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serves a detailed review of his life and 
contributions. Nevertheless, some in
sight into the glory of Jewish life in 
Spain can be gained from a short re
view of the lives and times of three 
pivotal personalities of Spanish 
Jewry: Rabbi Shmuel Hanagid (the 
Prince), who lived at the beginning of 
the "Golden Age"; Rabbi Yehuda 
Halevi, who ilourtshed as the "Golden 
Age" waned; and Don Isaac 
Abarbanel, a leading figure among 
the Jews expelled from Spain. This 
review, therefore, may add to an un
derstanding of that cataclysmic 
event, half a millennium ago, since 
history is not only a distillation of 
events, trends and forces, or the story 
of individual people and their lives, 
but a revelation ofG-d's role in the af
fairs of man. 

I. SPAIN UNDER MOSLEM RULE
THE LEADING JEWISH 

COURTIER: SHMUEL HANAGID 

T he great Caliph Abd-El
Rahman died in 961, after 
uniting almost all of Spain 

under Moslem control. However, his 

heir was unable to hold his father's 
emptre together, and the country dis
integrated into small. warring and 
unstable states. The Christian en
claves in the north of the peninsula 
and near Barcelona recognized a 
golden opportunity for conquest of 
the South, but they too were badly di
vided among themselves and were 
unable to unite to mount a concerted 
attack. The Moslems nevertheless 
were frightened of the possibility of 
Christian success, and therefore in
tensified their search for talented 
courtiers and administrators to help 
them retain and govern their territo
ries. Thus the Jews were invited to 
participate in government at all lev
els, and the Jewish courtier became 
ubiquitous throughout Moslem 
Spain. This acceptance of the Jew in 
a leading role in society by the Mos
lem majority was one of the hall
marks of the "Golden Age" of Spanish 
Jewry. But beneath the serene ve
neer, the fearsome beast of resent
ment was barely contained. The Jew, 
even at the height of power and pres
tige, was silently, covertly and consis
tently demeaned, because, in his 
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glory, he was reminder to the major
ity population and its leaders of their 
own inadequacies. 

In this precarious time, Shmuel 
Hanagid rose to help the Moslems pre
serve their hegemony over Spain, 
while at the same time strengthening 
the roles and rights of the Jews living 
there. Born in Cordova in 993, he was 
a disciple of Rabbi Chanoch, who 
taught him Talmud, and Rabbi 
Yehuda ibn Chayut who taught him 
Hebrew grammar and Biblical com
mentartes, as well as other languages. 
Shmuel also became erudite in math
ematics, astronomy, poetry and the 
prevailing arts and sciences, and even 

This pattern of envy and 
hatred for prominent 
Jews would hold true in 
the Middle Ages, for both 
Moslem Spain and 
Christian Europe. Golden 
Ages always had a dark 
and tarnished underside 
to them. 

composed Arabic poems in his youth. 
His contacts with his Arab mentors in 
these subjects and his friendship with 
some of his fellow students who were 
of wealthy and influential Moslem 
homes, allowed him to have a window 
into the Arab world. He deftly exploited 
this set of circumstances to his advan
tage during his public career as states
man and political leader. 

As a young man, he was a small 
shopkeeper in Cordova in 1012, 
when civil war wracked the city. 
Though the Berbers were the major
ity population, the ruling community 
was almost totally Arab, and the 
Berbers felt themselves exploited and 
restricted. The Berber Abbasid dy
nasty had been in power since the 
year 759, but by the tum of the mil
lennium, they were perceived by their 
fellow Berbers as being Arab, 
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tyrranical and hateful, and were thor
oughiy despised. In 1012, the bloody 
uprising of the masses toppled the 
Abassids and fully half of the popula
tion was either killed or exiled. The 
Jews, because of their loyalty to the 
Abbasids, who were their patrons, 
suffered most cruelly. Most of them 
fled Cordova, Shmuel among them. 
After a year of wandering, Shmuel ar
rived in the port city of Malaga-part 
of the Kingdom of Granada, which 
had always been governed by the 
Berbers, and had been relative calm. 
Shmuel established himself as a 
shopkeeper but, by Providential guid
ance became friends with ibn-al-Arlf, 
the vizier of the King of Granada. The 
Vizier was so deeply impressed with 
his personality, wisdom and medical 
knowledge that he introduced him to 
the King, Habus. By dint of his ex
traordinary political acumen, com
manding presence and impressive 
moral tone, Shmuel eventually rose 
to become the vizier on the death of 
ibn-al-Arif. 

He was a wanior as well as a dip
lomat, and personally participated in 
many of the battles waged by King 
Habus against neighboring powers. It 
was his keen business sense and his 
mastery of contemporary knowledge 
and culture, however, that advanced 
the quality of l!fe and the prosperity 
of the inhabitants of Granada and 
propelled this kingdom Into the lead
ership of Moslem Spain. 

Torah Scholar, Patron, 
Statesman 

Shmuel's great Jove of Torah was 
evidenced in all his dealings 
with the Jewish community in 

Spain. He authored Torah works, 
among them the famous Introduction 
to the Talmud, which has become a 
classic of rabbinic literature. He was 
the patron of great Torah scholars 
and of yeshivos, and devoted much of 
his wealth and time to the spread of 
Torah knowledge. Under his patron
age, and later that of his son, Joseph, 
numerous immortal Jewish works of 
scholarship and culture emerged, 
which set the tone for Spanish-Jew
ish life for centuries. This spirit of 
learning and creativity, enhanced by 
the great Talmudic insights of the 

Geonim of Babylonia, permeated 
Spanish Jewry so that scholars be
came the true heroes of the age. 

Shmuel's success provoked court 
intrigues, personal animosities and 
anti-Jewish jealousy. With his diplo
matic genius, he was able to over
come all of the cabals and whispers 
and confound his foes, but his expe
Iiences illustrated the dangers inher
ent whenever a Jew rose to a position 
of temporal power in the Middle Ages. 

In 1037, KingHabusdiedandabit
ter controversy ensued between his 
sons as to the succession to the 
throne. Shmuel supported Bodis, the 
eldest son, in his claim, though most 
of the court advisors opposed him. 
When Bodis prevailed, Shmuel be
came the most powerful commoner In 
Spain, and his fame in both the Jew
ish and Moslem worlds soared. At the 
time of his death 1n 1055, Shmuel was 
the most successful combination of 
court Jew, Torah scholar, and leader 
of his people since Mordechai in an
cient Persia, fifteen centuries earlier. 

His success, however, was not 
transferable. Shmuel's son, Joseph, 
succeeded his father, with the sup
port of King Bodis, but he alienated 
the Moslem majolity by appointing 
Jews, exclusively, to high administra
tive office, and maintaining a harsh, 
authoritartan tone towards Moslem 
colleagues and subordinates. Soon 
anti-Jewish and anti-Joseph leaflets 
were circulating among the Moslem 
masses. All of the ills and excesses of 
the government were laid at Joseph's 

At the time of his death 
in l 055, Shmuel 
Hanagid was the most 
successful combination 
of court Jew, Torah 
scholar, and leader of his 
people since Mordechai 
in ancient Persia, fifteen 
centuries earlier. 
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doorstep. In 1066, a surprtse attack 
against Granada by Andalusia nearly 
succeeded, since Granada was woe
fully unprepared for the onslaught. 
Joseph was accused of treason, and 
a rampaging mob slaughtered him 
and most of his family, sacked one of 
his many places (legend has the 
Alhambra as being built by Shmuel 
Hanagid for his son!) and massacred 
some 2000 Jews throughout 
Granada. The great synagogue and 
library built by Shmuel Hanagtd were 
burned to the ground and the surviv
ing Jews of Granada fled for their 
lives. This pattern of envy and hatred 
for prominent Jews would hold true 
in the Middle Ages, for both Moslem 
Spain and Chrtstian Europe. Golden 
Ages always had a dark and tar
nlshed underside to them. 

II. WHEN MOSLEM CONTROL 
WANED-THE SOUL OF SPANISH 
JEWRY: RABBI YEHUDAHALEVI 

Llss than a century after Shmuel 
Hanagid, there arose amongst 

panish Jewry the man who 
was its soul, Rabbi Yehuda Halevi. He 
was a colleague and sometime dis
ciple of Rabbi Yosef ibn Migash, the 
great Talmudist of his time and spirt
tual heir of Rabbi Yitzchak Alfasi. He 
was also a friend and student of 
Rabbi Moses lbn Ezra, from whom he 
learned the arts of language, poetry 
and song, as well as philosophy. In all 
of these matters, the student sur
passed the master. 

For the past nlne centurtes, Rabbi 
Yehuda Halevi has been the poet lau
reate of Israel, the ingenious defender 
of the faith of the Torah and tradition 
of!srael, and the inspired dreamer of 
the redemption and return to Zion of 
the Jewish people. A physician by 
profession, his true vocation was 
teachingTorah and inspiring faith. In 
his youth, his prolific outpourtng of 
poetry sang of nature, love, and hu
man foibles. He later expressed regret 
for using his talents for "wrttings that 
contrtbute to neither spiritual ad
vancement nor intellectual attain
ment." Even in his youth, however, 
the vast majortty of his output was li
turgical and religious. His poems and 
lamentations of Zion, his hymns for 
the Sabbath, and his liturgical com-
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For the past nine 
centuries, Rabbi Yehuda 
Halevi has been the poet 
laureate of Israel, the 
ingenious defender of 
the faith of the Torah and 
tradition of Israel, and 
the inspired dreamer of 
the redemption and 
return to Zion of the 
Jewish people. 

positions for the holidays are immor
tal. His works have become part of the 
Jewish herttage of all groups of!srael 
in all ages and locations. His lyrtcal 
expressions captured the innermost 
emotions and longings oflsrael in ex
ile, struggling to survive and hoping 
somehow to prosper and fulfill its pro
phetic mission. Through his genlus, 
the inexpressible challenge of a na
tional Torah existence was translated 
into exalted language and became the 
guiding formula for all later Jewish life. 

Disillusioned With Honor and 
Worldly Success 

I n spite of his great worldly know] 
edge and honored position in both 
the Jewish and non-Jewish societ

ies of Spain. Rabbi Yehuda Halevi was 
disillusioned by the "Golden Age." He 
sensed that toleration of Jewish 
prominence by the general society was 
only temporary; the glitter of philoso
phy, the arts and politics was wearing 
thin to him. He now wrote: "Be not se
duced by Greek wisdom and secular 
knowledge, which are all flowers but 
bear no fruit." He longed for Zion and 
no longer felt himself at home in 
Spain. His most famous verse of po
etry became: "My heart is in the East 
(the Land of!srael) while I am yet in the 
far reaches of the West (Spain)." He 
openly declared his intent to leave 
Spain and settle in the then-prtmitive 
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Kuzari, published in the Fifteenth Century 
in Italy, with segments stricken out by 
the papal censor. 

and dangerous Land oflsrael. 
In 1138, Moslem persecution of 

the Jews forced him to flee southern 
Spain to find refuge in the Chlistian 
dominated Nort.'1. In 1141, the year of 
the passing of Rabbi Yosef Ibn 
Migash, Rabbi Yehuda Halevi-ignor
ing the advice of many of his friends-
left Spain forever and embarked on 
his journey to the Holy Land. On 
board ship, traveling to Alexandrta, 
Egypt, he composed a sertes of po
ems, ShireiHayrun(Songs of the Sea), 
in which he expressed his faith in 
G-d, his longing for Zion, and his 
wonderment at the beauty and terror 
of the sea. These poems have re
mained classics of Hebrew literature 
till today. 

After a short stay in Egypt, Rabbi 
Yehuda Halevi boarded a ship head
ing for Acre and his lifelong goal of 
Zion. Within him he earned the hope 
and desire of all of!srael to escape the 
increasingly lengthy and bitter exile. 
His footsteps in history end here, for 
his eventual fate is not known. Leg
end has him trampled to death by an 
Arab horseman as he bowed in front 
of the gates of Jerusalem. The poi
gnancy of his story endeared him ever 
more to the Jewish people and solidi
fied his place as one of the eternal he
roes of the saga of Jewish Spain. 

Kuzari, His Philosophic 
Magnum Opus 

ffibi Yehuda Halaevi's great 
ark of Torah philosophy was 
s book, Kuzrui. which used 

the story of the conversion to Judaism 
of the trtbe of the Khazars in the Sev
enth Century as a backdrop for a de
bate between the representatives of 
the three monotheistic religions re
garding the validity of their respective 
faiths. Through the mouth of the wise 
man representing the Jews, Rabbi 
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Yehuda Halevi builds the case of To
rah and the tradition oflsrael. Unlike 
Saadia Goan before him and the 
Rambam after him, Rabbi Yehuda 
Halevi relies little on classic philoso
phy and formal logic, and bases his 
arguments on traditional Jewish 
sources, employing historical continu
ity of the Jewish people and their col
lective recollection of the events at 
Mount Sinai as proof of the Torah's 
validity. I tis this direction of thought
free of the cultural confines and phi
losophies of a specific era- that 
makes the book so original, meaning
ful and timeless. Perhaps of all the 
philosophical works of medieval 
Jewry, Kuzari has best stood the test 
of time and remains vital and relevant 
to modern man. Written in Arabic, and 
translated into Hebrew and many 
other languages, the book conveys in 
cogent and telling language the ideas 
and faith of Torah and Talmudic Ju
daism. Thus Rabbi Yehuda Halevi be
came one of the main conduits of To
rah thought for all future generations. 
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Shtar chov (promisory note) in Hebrew, 
11th Century Barcelona. 

The Jewish Observer, September 1992 

ill. SPAIN UNDER CHRISTIAN 
RULE-THE EXILED MlNISTER, 

MASTER OF TORAH: 
DON ISAAC ABARBANEL 

s the Christian reconquest of 
Spain gained speed, the Jews 
of Spain came increasingly 

under Christian domination. This 
single political fact of life was to doom 
Spanish Jewry. The Christian rulers, 
flushed by their success over the 
Moslems in Spain, viewed the Jews as 
the remaining infidels in their midst 
and set their goal to eliminate them 
from Spanish society. Economic and 
social discrimination, sporadic vio
lence, and ultimately, forced conver
sions at the threat of exile or death 
were now the facts of life that faced 
Spanish Jewry. 

Don Isaac Abarbanel 
stands as a symbol of the 
Jew in exile, who serves 
strange and perfidious 
masters and who is 
successful against all 
opposition, and 
nevertheless remains 
resented, unappreciated 
and eventually punished 
by his beneficiaries for 
his greatness, yet 
triumphant because of his 
spiritual contributions. 

In 1391, a severe wave of violence 
rolled over the Jewish communities of 
Spain, leaving many dead and many 
more converts to Chiistianity in its 
wake. Most of the converts adopted 
Christianity only pro jorma, and re
turned to the open practice of Juda
ism when the situation allowed. The 
grandfather of Don Isaac Abarbanel, 
SamuelAbarbanel of Seville, a wealthy 

merchant and important Jewish po
litical figure, was forced to publicly 
convert to Christianity in the riots of 
1391. His son, Judah, the father of 
Don Isaac, was smuggled out of Spain 
and raised as a Jew in Lisbon, the 
capital of Portugal. There he suc
ceeded in finance, eventually becom
ing the royal treasurer of the court of 
King Alfonso V, of Portugal. In 1437, 
his son, Isaac, was born in Lisbon. 

Isaac studied under Rabbi Joseph 
Hayun and was well known in his 
youth for his prowess in Talmud and 
Biblical studies. He also knew Latin, 
Greek, philosophy, astronomy, math
ematics and the intricacies of finance, 
banking and mercantile credit. Isaac 
was truly a Renaissance person in the 
breadth of his knowledge and inter
ests. In 14 71, when his father died, 
Isaac succeeded him as the treasurer 
of the royal court of Portugal. At the 
same time, he taught Torah in the 
synagogue of Lisbon-his commen
tary to Devarim (completed in 1496) 
was wholly based on his teachings as 
a young man in Lisbon-and became 
the effective leader of the Jewish com
munity of Portugal. He had strong 
contacts in the highest circle of non
Jewish Portugese society and was in
strumental in ransoming many Jew
ish captives abducted by Portugese 
slave-traders and mercenaries. 

By 1481, when he was forty four 
years old, he was firmly ensconced as 
the most important courtier of 
Alfonso V. Alfonso died that year, 
however, and Abarbanel's fortunes 
dropped precipitously. The new King, 
Joao II, restricted the rights of the 
Jews and accused Abarbanel of con
spiring to remove him from the 
throne. Don Isaac escaped from Por
tugal in 1483, and in 1485 was tried 
and condemned to death in absentia. 

Don Isaac took up residence in 
Castile. Bitterly disappointed by the 
treatment he received from Portugal 
after so many years of dedicated ser
vice, he ruefully acknowledged that 
he had perhaps erred in serving an 
earthly master so zealously. He now 
committed himself to greater effort in 
the reaim of Torah, and began his 
classic commentary on Neviim the 
first section, covering the books of 
Yehoshua. Slwjtim and Shmuel was 
completed in 1484. In that year, his 
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Why Was 
''Go/us 
Sephorad'' 
DestroyedP 
Translated from selected passages in Ohr HaChayim, written by RabbiYosef 
Yaavetz (known as T/1£ ChassidYaavetz) who was one of Spanish Jewry's leading 
spiritual figures during the late 15th Century, when the Expulsion tookplam 

'· hy was Go/us Sephorad 
destroyed? Close to 3,000 
aymen were exiled to the 

Isle of Sicilv, and were lost-many were 
killed by the sword, some drowned at 
sea, some by hunger or thirst. Noble, 
aristocratic men, removed from their 
seals of power, naked and locking all 
necessities, they were forced lo beg for 
bread at the gates al the mighty. Who 
can recount aTI the troubles we have en
dured since the year 5752 (1492)? 
Who con describe the new troubles we 
suffer in the Kingdom of Naples, where 
we hove lollen, and G-d hos cast his fi
ery wrath upon us? And we encounter 
neither healing nor good fortune! 

"And G-d said, Because you have 
abandoned My Torah." You are righ
teous, 0 G-d, for Your ways ore 

Ort the tragic road to execution 

just....This evil generation has sinned 
mightily ... with transgressions beyond num
ber. The gravest sin on our hands is that we 
hove indeed abandoned the Torah. Since the 
ea~iest times, Spain did not hove so many 
yeshivas and lolmidim as it did otthe time of 
ihe Expulsion. But these lo/midim were of 
many categories. 

There were those who studied for six or 
seven years under great rabbis, sharpening 
their minds like razors. Aller that, they studc 
ied secular knowledge, "no longer to soy 
[with commitment]: 'The Aron Bris 
Hashem-the Holy Ark of G-d!"' No longer 
do they remember the Torah or refer lo it or 
toke 1t to heart. They regret their earlier 
years [of Torah study], and some among 
them leave religious practice altogether, and 
engage in empty, temporal pursuits. 

Others remained involved in Torah study, 
but only for pilpul, to display their mental 
prowess, "to purify the forbidden sheretz" 
-thus did they spend their days without re
alizing the purpose of Torah study. Never 
mind the ultimate purpose, which is ta 
achieve chossidus (piety), but they did not 
even know the laws of daily religious prac
tice, such as lzilzis, tel1/lin, and issurv'hetter 
(the permitted and the forbidden). 

And even that tiny minoritythatochieved 
whot is expected of them did so for ullerior 
motives (shelo lishma), to be exalted and 
glorified before the simple folk-exemplify
ing the evil of arrogance. Leaving a minor
ity of a minority who were too insignifont in 
number to shield their generation from the 
terrible decree. 

S 
II. 

ome people are inconsistent. At times 
they grab onto books of secular wis
dom, and soy, "This represents the ul

timate goal! For this was man created! I'll 

climb onto o platform of clouds, along 
with the angels." They recognize G-d, 
yetdispensewith lzilzisand tefil/in, succa 
and lulov. Other times they recall the 
words of Shlomo Homelech: "The sum of 
the matter, when all hos been consid
ered: Fear G-d and keep Hismitzvos, for 
that is mon's whole duty" (Kohe/les 
12, 13). "Enlightenmenr' was meant for 
the angels, while mortols are enjoined to 
engage in Torah and mitzvos. 

I coll out to you, noble people. I om 
from Go/us Sephorad, from where we 
were expelled fur our numerous, weighly 
sins. Most took pride in their wisdom and 
good deeds, yet all of them capitulated 
to the pressures to convert [to Christian
ity] when the bitter day arrived. The 
women and the simple folk1 however, 
gave up their lives and their torlunes for 
the sanctity of their Creator. 

Let us examine the Mishna in Avos: 
"Anyone whose wisdom exceeds his 
good deeds ... is likened to a tree who 
branches ore numerous but whose roots 
are few. The wind comes and uproots it 
and turns it upside down" (3:22) .... The 
stress should be on the lotter, serving our 
Crealorwith good deeds, rather than on 
the former, inlellectuolity, which is our 
source of pride. Should we do as the 
Mishna tells us, then our wisdom would 
be preserved. Such people ore superior 
lo ten thousand. Their wisdom remained 
with them and guided them .... 

Those who did otherwise [and did not 
stress service lo G-d through actions], 
found that their wisdom became their en
emy, and they utilized their inlellectuol 
gifis to surrender [to the Church]. Thus 
they were similar lo the tree with many 
branches, and few roots, where their 
branches were the cause of their down
fal I. If they would hove hod fewer 
branches, theywoukl hove survived. Thllt 
is how it was with the simple folk, who 
only "knew" G-d as a part of their heri
toge [rother than through philo5ophical 
speculation]. Their roots, their good 
deeds, survived and they withstood the 
test. They hod fulfilled their quota of 
deeds, in occardance with their minimal 
understanding and knowledge. 

Not so those who were wise in their 
own eyes, whose branches were plenti
ful and whose roots were weak. When 
the winds of challenge blew, it turned 
them upside down and uprooted them 
from their faith l:lnd their Torah; and they 
blasphemed: "Who is G-d that we 
should serve Him?" 

The Jewish Observer, September 1992 



fame as a financier and diplomat hav
ing preceding him, he was enlisted by 
the monarchs, Ferdinand and 
Isabella, to participate in their gov
ernment. He, together with another 
Jew, Abraham Senior of Segovia, be
came the leading tax franchisers for 
Spain and he helped finance the suc
cessful war of Ferdinand and Isabella 
against Granada. Spain now was ai
most completely united under Chrts
tian rule, and saw itself as a major 
world power. Abarbanel was likely re
sponsible for financing Chrtstopher 
Columbus's voyage of discovery as 
well as managing the prtvate wealth 
of the monarchs and the national 
wealth of Spain. 

The magnificent synagogue of Toledo, 13th Century; today, a church. 

The Expulsion 

OnMarch31, 1492,afterenor
mous pressure from the 
Church and its Chieflnquisi

tor, Torquemada, Ferdinand and 

vice as royal treasurer. In 1494, the 
French sacked Naples, and 
Abarbanel's home and precious li
brary went up in flames. He wan
dered to Sicily and then to Corfu, and 
finally returned to Naples in 1496. 
There he completed his commentary 
to the Bible as well as his works on 
Avos and the Pesach Hagadda., and 
numerous philosophical works. In 
1503, he moved to Venice, and there 

The Christian rulers, flushed by their success over the 
Moslems in Spain, viewed the Jews as the remaining 
infidels in their midst and set their goal to eliminate 
them from Spanish society. Economic and social 
discrimination, sporadic violence, and ultimately, 
forced conversions at the threat of exile or death 
were now the facts of life that faced Spanish Jewry. 

Isabella signed the decree of expul
sion of the Jews from Spain. The Jews 
had four months-until Tisha B'Av
to leave or to agree to conversion. The 
Spanish monarchs agreed to except 
Abarbanel and his family from the 
edict. Don Isaac, who had tried 
mightily but unsuccessfully to pre
vent the decrees from being signed, 
spurned the offer and left Spain with 
his entire family. He was able also to 
remove with him some of his wealth 
and his large library of rare books and 
manuscrtpts. 

He settled in Naples, intending to 
devote himself wholly to Torah study. 
But again he was to know no perma
nent peace, for the king of Naples, 
Ferrante J., drafted him into hisser-

The Jewish Observer. September 1992 

too performed valuable service on be
half of the Venetian Senate in negoti
ating trade treaties with Portugal and 
other European powers. 

He sensed the Messianic era com
ing and wrote extensively to 
strengthen the spirtt of his dejected 
Sephardic brethren and their belief in 
Messianic redemption. He died in his 
seventieth year, in 1507, in Venice, 
and was burted in the ancientJewish 
cemetery in Padua. In 1509, however, 
the cemetery was levelled by warrtng 
armies, and no trace of his physical 
remains. But he lives on eternally, 
not in his accomplishments for Por
tugal, Spain, Naples and Venice, nor 
for his great financial acumen, but 
because of his books ofTorah and his 

leadership of the Jewish people. Don 
Isaac Abarbanel stands as a symbol 
of the Jew in exile, who serves strange 
and perfidious masters and who is 
successful against all opposition, and 
nevertheless remains resented, un
appreciated and eventually punished 
by his beneficiartes for his greatness, 
yet trtumphant because of his spirt
tual contrtbutions. 

EPILOGUE 

S panish Jewry struggled to 
achieve and survive. It 
brought the Jewish people a 

great age of Torah and spirtt, and 
made Spain a world empire. Yet the 
dangers to the Jewish existence in 
Spain, which always lurked there and 
sporadically flashed, finally exploded. 
Goodbye Spain, but not Sephardim. 
Goodbye to art, literature, poetry and 
finance as guarantors of Jewish sur
vival, but not to Torah. (See quotation 
from Ohr Hachayim.) Goodbye to 
Marannos and Conversos, but not to 
staunch Jews who remained loyal to 
their tradition and themselves. 

Five centuries later, most 
Sephardic Jews are home in the Land 
of Israel. Spain is no longer a world 
empire, and its contributions to civi
lization have faded over time. But the 
Sephardic Jews remain a strong force 
in Jewish life. Their legacy of Torah 
greatness, vitality, creativity and wis
dom proved to be eternal. In all of the 
Jewish world, their scholars are re
membered and revered, their words 
analyzed and sutdied, and their lives 
memorialized. Through this Torah 
legacy, Spanish Jewry lives till today. 
"And all of you who yet cleave unto 
the L-rd your G-d, are alive until this 
very day." B 
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I. ELECTION FERVOR-A 
HEALING PROCESS 

iViAmeiican Orthodox Jew sur
veying the results of the recent 
sraeli elections might view 

them as a setback for the Orthodox 
community of Israel. The total num
ber of chareidi Knesset members de
clined from I 3 to 11 and, in addition, 
from the moment the results were tal
lied, it was evident that Yitzchak 
Rabin was in a position to form a gov
ernment in partnership with two par
ties-Meretz and Tzomet
whose electoral campaigns 
were largely devoted to at -
tacks on the religious com
munity. He has since then 
repaired relations with Amertca, and 
is very much in command-and 
formed his government without 
Tzomet, but with the chareidi 
(Sephardic) Shas party. 

But there is another aspect of the 
elections that is a source of consola
tion-that is, the reunification on one 
electoral list of the two groups, 
Agudath Israel and Degel HaTorah, 
that had histortcally constituted one 
movement. Beyond doubt, "the bless
ing of peace !which is] equal to all oth
ers" does contrtbute to a degree of 
positive mood in chareidi circles. 

It is impossible to fully appreciate 
the collective sigh of relief over the 
combined United Torah Judaism list 
in the last elections without taking 
note of the toll taken on the religious 
community of Eretz Yisroel over the 
last few years by the breakup of the 
histortc Agudath Israel. Tradition
ally, Agudath Israel has encom
passed a diversity of Torah ap
proaches. And the existence of a wide 
array of groups in one movement has 
been a positive force in causing reli
gious Jews to see their own diversity 
as not just a phenomenon to be tol
erated but as something positive in its 
own light. 

When the religious community is 
divided into a multiplicity of compet
ing parties, as that of Eretz Yisroel 
was for the last four years, it is impos
sible for anyone to remain above the 
fray. Everyone feels compelled to take 
sides, and party affiliation becomes a 
Yonason Rosenblum, a regular contributor to these 
pages, lives in the Har Nof section of Jen1salem. 
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defining charactertstic. The existence 
of many parties inevitably suggests 
that differences are so great that they 
preclude unity. This, in turn, causes 
religious Jews to cast a jaundiced eye 
on the different minhagim and Torah 
approaches of their neighbors rather 
than to see those differences as some
thing positive. 

As much as one is sure that the 
leaders of the Torah world are moved 
by intentions leshem Shomaybn even 
in machlokes (disputes), their follow
ers are not all at the same level. Many 
inevitably find salve for their own defi
ciencies in zealous partisanship and 
the denigration of other groups, which 
further exacerbates tensions within 
the religious community. This is but 
one more reason that the overwhehn
ing majortty of Eretz Y1Sroe1 's religious 
community were so relieved by the for
mation of a joint electoral list. Prtor to 
the elections, cynics charged that the 
religious community preferred its di
visions to unity. As always, however, 
it is the Gedolei Yisroel who set the 
tone for the entire community. The 
widely reported visits of Rabbi Elazar 
Schach N''V'?w to the Vizhnitzer Rebbe 
N"""'1il and the present Gerrer Rebbe 
N"""'1il prtor to the signing of an agree
ment for a joint electoral list brought 
home to one and all that the Gedolei 
Yisroel placed great emphasis on 
achieving an appreciable degree of 
unity in the religious community. 

Yonason Rosenblwn 

As an added gain, the pre-election 
fervor was marked by far less bitul 
Torah in the yeshivas and shuls than 
prior to the previous elections. When 
it came time to vote, however, the re
ligious community responded. The 
percentage of those voting in the reli
gious neighborhoods of Jerusalem, 
Bnei Brak, and several other places 
with large concentrations of religious 
Jews were among the highest in the 
country, demonstrating that the reli
gious community does not need strtfe 
to energize itself. It is the firm hope of 
all concerned that the differences be
tween the Sephardic community and 
other members of the chareidisociety 
will also soon be brtdged. 

A Small Clear Voice 

One of the central functions of 
the chareidi presence in the 
Knesset is not diminished by 

the reduced number of MK's. It has 
often been stressed by Gedolei Yisroel 
that if there is but one religious MK, 

There is another aspect of 
the elections that is a 
source of comfort to us
that is, the reunification on 
one electoral list of the two 
groups, Agudath Israel 
and Degel Ha Torah, that 
had historically constituted 
one movement. 

and he does nothing more than serve 
as the articulated conscience of Is
rael-to protest the unconscio
nable-his presence is worthwhile. 
Such public representation of the 
concerns of the rabbinical leadership 
that is directing them demonstrates 
that a Torah view embraces the fate 
of all Jews, and that the Torah ad
dresses the mundane as well as mat
ters of religious ritual, such as 
Shabbos and KashnLS, and, in one 
measure or another, helps preserve 
the Jewish character of the Ylshuv. 

The Jewish Observer, September 1992 



II. AFTER THE ELECTIONS: 
EXPLODING TIIE MYTHS 

T:e post-elections process of 
coalition building exploded 
some prevalent myths about 

the religious community. The stan
dard portrayal of the religious com
munity in the Israeli secular media is 
of avaricious parasites of the State. 
concerned only with extracting as 
much money as possible from the na
tional coffers. totally unconcerned 
with the well-being of the vast major
ity oflsrael's citizens. A recent edito
rial attack against Rabbi Schach, the 
mostprominentrepresentativeofthe 
Torah world. by the editor of Jerusa
lem Report is typical: "(He is] a cyni
cal, manipulative, self-serving char
acter who thrives on hate and mon
gers it for political advantage. "The in
vective recently heaped on the 
Chassidic Rabbeim of Ger and 
Vizhnitz, since their refusal to back 
the Rabin government, has not been 
any gentler. 

The mass gathering in Yad Eliyahu stadiwn in Tel Aviv, on behalf of United Torah 
Judaism. on the eve of the elections. Partial view of the dais (left to right): Rabbi S. 
Rqful, Rabbi M. Mann, Modzitzer Rebbe, Rabbi Elazar M. Schach (at microphone), 
Rabbi Z. Rotberg, Rabbi Moshe S. Shapiro, Rabbi Y.L. Steinmetz, Rabbi D. Povarsky, 
Gerrer Rebbe, Vizhnitzer Rebbe, Rabbi Shlomo Z. Auerbach N"~. 

The prevalence of this imagery is 
attributable to a number of factors. If 
one wishes to pour forth venom and 
calumny on religious Jews, it is con
venient to first portray them as filled 
with hate and contempt for the secu
lar majority and unconcerned with 
anything affecting their lives. Thus 
self-Iighteous opposition to alleged 
hate becomes the necessary prelude 
to hate-filled invective and chareidi
bashing. It is no accident that attacks 
on the religious community and 

scapegoating of that community for 
virtually eveiy one of!srael's ills, from 
the failures of immigrant absorption 
to the abyssmal morale and high sui
cide rate in the army, were the cen
terpiece of the electoral strategy of 
both the left-wing Meretz and the 
right-wing Tsomet parties in the last 
elections. 

In addition, the portrayal of the 
chareidi community fills an impor
tant psychological need for secular 
Israelis made profoundly uncomfort -
able by the recurrent, widely-publi
ciZed challenges of Rabbi Schach and 
others to identify the continuity be
tween their lifestyles and all of Jew
ish histoiy. As the idealism of the 
oliginal Zionist movement has waned 
and Israeli life become increasingly 
matelialistic and pleasure oliented, 
the self-saCiifice, discipline and ide
alism of chareidi life stands out in 
contrast. To overcome the discomfort 

Not just a cheese, 
a tradition ... 
Haolam, the most trusted name in Cholov Yisroel Kosher Cheese. A 
reputation earned through 25 years of scrupulous devotion to quality 
and kashruth. With 12 delicious varieties. Haolam, a tradition you'll 
enjoy keeping. 

AU ttaolam Oieese products are made in tile U.S.A 
under the strict rabbinical supetvision of: 

The Rabbinate of K'hal Adalh Jeshurun 
Washln...t"n nelahts. !ff 

Cbolo\' Yisroel 

THURMBROS. Haolam WORLD CHEESE CO. INC. 
BROOKLYN. NY 11232 • 
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caused by this contrast, the picture 
of the chareidim as a community of 
indolent money grubbers came into 
being. If chareidimcan be shown to be 
no better than anyone else, then all 
the bite is taken out of the chareidi 
Ciiticism. This is a manifestation of 
the oldest psychological strategy: the 
projection of one's own failures and 
shortcomings onto others. As our 
Sages tell us, "Each one attlibutes his 
own blemishes to others." 

Outside the Coalition: 
A Matter of Principle 

But the attempt to picture the 
religious community as moti
vated only by its own narrow 

interests and as unconcerned with 
the well-being of the rest of Israel's 
citizens has been rendered untenable 
by the refusal of United Torah Juda
ism (the merged forces of Agudath Is-
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If only for exploding prevalent myths about both the 
internal construction of the chareidi community and 
the way that community relates to the secular 
majority, the recent elections and the subsequent 
coalition negotiations must be viewed as a success. 

rael and Degel HaTorah) to rush to 
join the new government, despite the 
fact that every narrowly defined 
chareidiinterest, including the fund
ing needs of its institutions, would 
have been advanced by doing so. The 
sole reason the party refused to join 
the government was its concerns 
about the likely effect of Shulamit 
Aloni as Minister of Education and 
Culture on the country's secular edu
cational system, for the Priine Minis
ter has promised the chareidi schools 
full autonomy in any event. 

Llke all social reformers, Ms. Aloni 
sees education of the youth as the key 
to shaping society according to her 
lights. That is why she insisted on the 
Education Ministry. And as she has 
made clear throughout her long pub
lic career, and reiterated in recent 

pronouncements, the society she en
visions is a secular one, with an edu
cational system designed to guaran
tee that children of non-religious par
ents follow in their parents' foot
steps-and that Judaism be so 
loosely defined that it adds up to 
secular humanism speaking Ivrit. 
(See sidebar.) Thus, for all her pro
fessed belief in the free marketplace 
of ideas, we can be sure that those 
capable of answering her favored 
"crttical interpretations" of Jewish 
texts will find no forum in the Israeli 
state school system. The crtes of out
rage ofMs. Aloni and her cohorts over 
the earlier attempts of the National 
Religious Party's Zevulun Hammer to 
introduce even minimal "Jewish con
tent" into the state school system
including for the first time matertal 

FROM 

~~~~~~~~!~~!~!~~~ 
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prepared by the Conservative move
ment-makes this clear. 

But even given her strong anti-re
ligious bias, Ms. Aloni's ability to fur
ther corrupt the minds of Israel's 
youth is limited. At worst, the intro
duction of the latest "scientific" theo
rtes of Judaism will only strengthen 
the existing predisposition of children 
already eager to believe anything that 
will make the Torah's commands less 
binding. And no matter how much 
Tanach, or other matetial of religious 
content, were to be introduced into 
the schools, it would have little effect 
when taught by teachers for whom it 
is, at best, charming fairy tales and 
at worst an embarrassing reminder of 
our "ptimitive past." 

Yet this marginally harmful effect 
of secular education was enough for 
UTJ to stay out of the government 
despite many pressing reasons for 
joining the coalition. F1rst, the life
blood of the chareidi community-its 
schools-is largely dependent on 
government funding, although these 
allocations fall far short of the finan
cial needs of these religious schools. 
Undeniably, this funding would be 
more effectively protected by partici
pation in the government than by 
enraging the Minister of Education 
by calling for her resignation. Fur
thermore, the present coalition of
fered the chareidi parties an oppor
tunity to gain more control of reli
gious institutions in light of the 
NRP's inability to join the left-wing 
coalition because of its close identi
fication with the settler movement, 
which espouses a "not-one-inch" 
ideology in regard to the terrttortes. 
No such ideological bar existed to 
UTJ's participation, since the party 
has always made clear that it be
lieves that some terrttorial compro
mises are permlssible, if they will re
sult in Jewish lives being made safer. 

If only for exploding prevalent 
myths about both the internal con
struction of the chareidi community 
and the way that community relates 
to the secular majority, the recent 
elections and the subsequent coali
tion negotiations must be viewed as 
a success. But they achieved some
thing much more important: they en
abled us to once again sit together as 
brothers. • 
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ShulamitAlon~ cw-rently of the Meretz Party.formerly the Citizens' Rights Party, 
was appointed as Minister of Education and Culture by Prime Minister Y'11zchok 
Rabin. She has so consistently heaped abuse and ridicule on religious institu
tions, that she has become a symbol of the most extreme anti-religious excesses 
of the secular political lefi. The record is replete with her outrageous statements of 
ridicule, scorn, and wild exaggeration. We offer a sampling of ... 

Quotations From Minister Aloni 1 

... ON KA VOD HAMEIS (THE DIGNITY 
ACCORDED THE DEaASEDJ 

,, ... And along comes Asra Kao5ha [an organiza
tion dedicated lo protect gravesites from desecration 
by orcheological digs, building, and road construction] 
and takes the most stringent view. And instead of 
knowing their place and bowing before [civil] law, they 
start making collections lo further their cause .... 

I believe that in our country the command 'And you 
live by them,' takes precedence over 'Do not leave the 
dead body unburied over night. ' ... There's more than one 
way to resolve problems .... 

Cheirem (excommunication) could be invoked in 
the Gola. If things got tough in one shtetl, you moved 
to the next. Not here. We're all in one big shtetl And 
if you invoke a cheirem, we'll respond with civil war 
because we have no where to go from here. You need 
us, because you live on our backs, with all your sup
porter5 around.'' 

NO MISSIONARY ACTIVITY, EXCEPT ... 
''Knesset member Shaki says that missionary 
groups are using money to coerce people to convert. 
To my knowledge the onfy missionary activity going 
on in this country-with state funds--Ore religious 
Jewish form, in our national school system.'' 

... ON RESPECT FOR THE CLERGY 
Aloni "Not since lhe old Catholic establishment, tho! 

sold absolution of ~ns to non-believer5, has there been 
so corrupt o religious establishment as we have here. For 
money they purchase, they forgive, they liberate, they 
seduce baalei teshuva." 

Nechemias:"MK Aloni, retract that statement! It is 
improper lo speak of rabbis in such a manner!" 

A/ant "I didn't say that rabbis are like the Catholic 
popes of old. I meant the Israeli religious establishment. 
They seduce people to teshuva with cosh." 

Y. Burg: "Your comparison to the old Catholic 
Church is chutzpah!" 

Alon!. ''The Co!holic Church possesses its own in
ternal truths." 

••• ON RABBIS AND RACISM 
''Who needs the Chief Rabbinate? Ws o polttical mo· 
chine lo rubber51omp policies of apartheid to preserve 

the purity of the Jewish nolion .... The Law of Return was 
a socular law enacted lo help Jews come lo lsroel. Now, 
under1he rabbis, people in kibbutzim [non-Jews from Eu
rope] feel compelled lo undergo convmion .... Should a 
secular authority soy there's a offference between Jews 
and non-Jews, thol's racism. Should a rabbi say tt, then 
it's guarding the lotth.,' 

• •• ON THE RELEVANCE OF TORAH 
' 'Ten coses of chareidilerrorwere brought to the Knesset, 
and then disrnissed ... According to their ideology, my blood 
is free, helker. In all the yeshivosthat you fund, they learn 
ond review, that our blood is hefker. 'Whoever does not 
accept the divinity of Torah is not part of Kial Y'ISfoe/, and 
does not require witnesses, or warning or judges lo be ex
ocuted. Whoever kills them does a great mitzva and re
moves a stumbling block.' This they study every week 
with government funding .. ..lt's all in the Rombom. 

To you, perhaps, the beard and tradttional dress re
mind you of your grandfather. But in Europe, a~imilated 
Jews also went to the crematoria. So did Bund membm, 
and momzeirim, and Karaites. We ore the hei15 fo their 
Judaism. The polttical doves [ore ]the heir5 lo the Golden 
Age in Spain, to Spinoza, and many others. The list is 
long. The ordinary Jew is more Jewish, and [more of] a 
creotor of our heritage [than the rabbis] ... ond Moshe 
Shamir's writings, more than all the poges of rabbinical 
pronouncements, which decide whether or not one may 
brush his teeth on Shobbos. Obviously their deliberations 
ore not of our times, not of our place, and do not respond 
toourneeds.'' 

... ON THE SANCTITY OF MARRIAGE 
' '5ome believe in the equatlty of women. You say that 
entering marriage is hofy, but it is on acquisition, a kinyon. 
'A women is acquired lo three woy, and in four ways (sic) 
she acquires her freedom,' [di~ortion of a Mis/mo] is fol
lowed by 'Haw does one acquire a slave? Haw does one 
acquire an animcl?' 

Robbosoi, I just returned from Greece, where they 
have an Orthodox church that survived 500 year5 of Mos
lem rule. And now they have civil marriage as an option 
to religious morrioge, so their church found solutions to 
oll of its problems. Wherever there's compelilion, you'll 
find decency .... We must break the monopofy of the rab
bis, lo give an option lo those who feel denigroled by the 
abhorrent treolmenl they suffer in same of the robbini-

cal courts-the persecution, the torture, the deg
radation, the shameful treatment of women, os 
though they were second class citizens .... She's not 
even accepted as a witne~. I propose that instead, 
those people [who so prefer] be permitted to estab
lish their family, in keeping with law and halocho, 
by staging a celebration, a gathering, with readings 
of Biolik's poetry and perhaps some passages from 
Song of Songs, and through acceptance of their 
peer5, and through mutual agreement, they will 
enter into the lomify chamber, and in this way es
tabhsh a family.' ' 

-ON RELIGIOUS COERCION, 
BRAINWASHING-AND RELIGIOUS LAW 

' 'Rehgiaus coercion pervades all of Israeli society. 
[Among other cases in point:] Not onfy did the 

regional judge, Baruch Yekutteli, refuse ta recognize 
the marriage between a Jewish women and a Chris
tion man (both Israeli citizens), but denied her 
claims of support and billed her for judicial fees-
out-and-out racism!... 

Rdigious coercion of a less brutal but more in
sidious nature exists in schools, through brain-wash
ing and social pressure, under government protec
tion, aimed at indoctrinoling children, and putting 
pressure on their porents .... for example, the sylla
bus in the Pardes public school in Ramal Gan, which 
includes, amongst other items [the following were 
selected from several pages of examples]: 

l. Study aids for Parshot HoShavuo and the 
Hohoroh (this is done in many schools, by ministe
rial decree). 

2. Hohday eves: readings from the Hohoroh 
or relevant Megilla or specific Parsho. 

3. On a lost day, opening readings from ap
propriole texts. 

... 12. Required: to instill a sense of awe on Days 
of Judgment. 

Weekly questionnaires are distributed, asking 
children ii parents cooperated in their 'religious as
signments ... ' 

I hove no abjection lo foiths and confe~ions as 
ethnicity. To eoch his awn. But tt becomes dangerous 
when ii comes to soul-snatching .... ' ' 

PRESERVING THE TRADITION 
''Why protect the tomb of Rochel /meinu? What 
about the Tomb of Rachov Holonoh or Yoseif 
Hatzaddik ?" 

"Why do Jews make such a fuss over Akeidas 
Y'dzdwk(the binding of Isaac, in preparation for his 
intended socrilke)? All peoples suffered!" 

"Judaism needs the services of a Mortin 
Luther"' 
1 All remarks are translated from d!rect quolations 
as recorded in the official minutes of the Knesset. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

T:eddaka, Rabbi Samson 
Raphael Hirsch remarks in 
his commentary on the 

Chumash. consists of those actions by 
which we "soothe, satisfy, [and) care 
for [our fellow, providing) that which 
the other lacks, which is conducive to 
his well-being." An organization like 
the Vaad Hatzeddakos-- the Charity 
Committee of Agudath Israel of Illi
nois-offers a special opportunity to 
fulfill this mitzva. A case in point: 

-Yaakov (not his real name} came 
to Chicago from New York, a member 
of a well-known family in Jerusalem 
Having lost his father early in life, he 
was having a dilJlcult time, struggling 
to care for his mother andfamily. Not 
having had the opporttmiiy of exten
sive schooling, he at times appeared 
gruff and pushy: not the best advocate 
for his truly needy cause. Shortly af
ter his anival in Chicago, his brusque 
manner had antagonized a nwnberof 
individuals in the community. Then 
the Vaad Hatzeddakos stepped in. 

Yaakov talked over his situation 
with Rabbi Shmuel FUerst, the dayan 
of Agudathlsrael, who gently coached 
him in the appropriate behavior. He 
was put in contact with an Israeli 
rebbe atalocalcheder, whom Yaakov 
could trust. With his credentials veri-

Rabbi Hollander is the Executive Vice Prestdenl of 
Agudath Israel of Illinois, and as such, seIVes as 
director of the Vaad Hatzeddakos. 
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fled by the Vaad, and a warm, caring 
support system in place, Yaakov was 
successful in his efforts in Chicago, 
and hopejidly, he will be successfel in 
his jilture, too. 

Like Yaakov, many other charity 
solicitors have been helped by the 
Vaad Hatzeddakos' system of verifica
tion of credentials. Sadly, there was 
another, albeit negative impetus to 
the establishment of the Vaad-the 
con artists who take advantage of our 
tzeddaka. The following short case 
histories illustrate the point: 

"Stretching the truth": A man col
lectingfor fends to care for his sister's 
asthmatic children calls a wealthy man 
for an appointment. During the phone 
conversotton, he emits a woefel groan. 
He can't afford a car or a drtver. he ex
plains, and has been walking all day. 
Sensing something amiss, his host 
asks a neighbor to watch the street 
while he waits in the house for the col
lector to arrive. Sw-e enough. the neigh
bor spots the collector parking his 
rented Coupe DeVille with New York 
plates two blocks away. 

"Check alteration": Going through 
her checkbook before Pesach, a 
housewife realizes, with a sick feeling 
in her stomach. that the $5.00 check 
she had written to a collector last 
month has been altered to show a 
$50.00 debit. The endorsement is in a 
European handwriting, cashed at a 
Brooklyn grocery. 

Shlomo Hamelech's advice, 

"Tzeddaka tatzil mi'maves, charity 
saves from death," is well known. 
Further. we remember Chazafs ex
hortation, "He who wishes to become 
wealthy should increase his dona
tions to charity." But as the above in
cidents illustrate, it is becoming in
creasingly difficult to know whether 
the hard-earned money we're giving 
is fulfilling the mitzva of tzeddaka. 1 

What follows is the story of the Vaad 
Hatzeddakos--the Charity Commit
tee of Agudath Israel of Illinois: how 
it views itself, the systems it has de
veloped, and how it tries to help its 
community truly fulfill the mitzva of 
tzeddaka. 

Il. ORGANIZATIONAL lllSTORY 

I n January, 1992, the Vaad 
Hatzeddakos began operation. 
With its inaugural posters an

nouncing, "In a soft economy, every 
charity dollar is precious; in Chicago, 
it just became better protected, as 
well," the organization began verifying 
credentials of charity collectors. The 
state of tzeddaka-giving in Chicago 
was similar to that in every other city 
in North America: people gave, but it 
was getting more difficult to give, and 

i According to the Gemorn(BabbaBasra9b) Rashi: 
V'yihiyu, it is precisely with this fate that Yirmiyahu 
curses the people of Anasosh who were trying to 
kill him. He asks the Almighty, MEven when they 
overcome their evil inclination and attempt to give 
charity, send them unworthy individuals so that 
they will receive no n1ertt from their act. H 
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stories about fraudulent collectors 
were all too common. 

Yet, the Vaad's primary function. 
tn the mtnds of its founders. was not 
simply "to check out meshullachim" 
Rather, it based itself on the words of 
the Shulchan Aruch in Yoreh De' ah 
251:10:" ... if one who is naked 
comes and says to us. 'clothe me,' we 
first check him out [to seeJ if he is a 
fraud. And if we recognize him. we 
clothe him immediately." 

While it was certatnly important to 
protect the community from fraudu
lent charity collectors, the Vaad 
Hatzeddakos deemed it more impor
tant, both in moral and physical 
terms, to provide the needs of those 
truly in need. The existence of 
fraudulent collectors had not only 
hampered the community's ability to 
fulfill the mitzva of tzeddaka It also 
made life for the vast majority of hon
est collectors tnftnitely more difficult. 
Thus. by validating the credentials of 
legitimate charity collectors, the Vaad 
could create an environment where 
these individuals would be "recog
nized" in the community in the 
Shulchan Aruch's sense. Armed with 
this knowledge, members of the com
munity would meet their needs more 
readily. and with confidence. 

Nonetheless, the Vaad's concern 
for the first half of the Shulchan 
Aruch's dictum should not be under
stated. From its inception. the Vaad 
took seriously the charge to "check 
him out." 2 

In fulfilling its goal. the Vaad went 
to great lengths to ensure that the 
community realized that its services 
are voluntary. Unlike early printed 
reports that described the Vaad veri
fication as being a mandatory "iden
tification card," which all solicitors 
were required to receive before they 
could collect funds, the Vaad 
Hatzeddakos stressed that it ls not a 
beis din that passed on the worthi
ness of a cause, nor did it favor any 

2 Indeed, Rabbi Shmuel Fuerst, poinled oul that 
this effort is ztkui ha-rabbim He noted that Rabbi 
Shlomo 2'..alman Auerbach, N"V"7\!1, rules that one 
who gives charity knoWingly lo a fraudulent solici
tor is guilty of violating the Torah's prohibition of 
l!fnei iver, of placing a stumbling block in front of 
his friend (Tzeddaka U'mi.shpat 2:57). By giving 
charity in such a situation, one is encouraging his 
friend in his fraudulent ways, whose attitude be
comes, ~Why not?-lt pays!" 
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particular charity, institution or indi
vidual. Rather, the Vaad offered a ser
vice, open to anyone, to verify creden
tials. It was the will of the broader 
Chicago Jewish community, by de
manding such verification, that made 
the Vaad's imprimatur so necessary. 

How the System Works 

Tie Vaad's system of verification 
f credentials is a two-step pro
ess. Upon application and 

payment of fees (a non-refundable 
$25 fee was required, at least at the 
outset, to cover administrative costs), 
a collector receives a yellow-hued 
temporary authorization to collect 
funds. It indicates that the individual 
has presented his credentials to the 
Vaad, but that no positive verification 
has been obtained. Upon verification, 
the collector is given a green 14-day 
authorization. 

These forms must be returned be
fore a collector can leave the city, and 
no copying is pennltted (although the 
Vaad provides a copy upon request at 
no fee). The copy can be used outside 
the city for reference purposes only, 

but never the original. The Chicago 
Vaad cannot presume to provide veri
fication for cities that have no input 
into the process. But the Vaad is cur
rently engaged in negotiations with a 
number of other Midwest cities to de
velop a jointly-supervised regional 
verification and authorization card. 

The two-step process, while per
haps more cumbersome, was an at
tempt to solve a difficult problem. On 
one hand, the Vaad hoped to avoid 
any procedure that might inhibit the 
ability of a collector to solicit funds. 
Hence, it was vital to create a check
ing system that would allow the col
lector to begin his work as soon as 
possible. On the other hand, the Vaad 
requires corroboration from live ref
erences, a process that can preclude 
an immediate response (in foreign 
cases, verification may take two-to
three days). Another approach would 
have been to issue a conditional au
thorization that does not purport to 
verify a collector's credentials. To pro
tect itself from frauds, the community 
members contribute only in script, 
and upon final verification, a check 
for the amount of the redeemed scrip 

is then sent to the collector. For a va
riety of reasons, both administrative 
and philosophical, the Vaad decided 
against this option. 

Instead, the Vaad Hatzeddakos de
cided to issue immediately one con
ditional authorization, but to require 
that it be returned and be replaced by 
another as soon as verification is pos
sible. This would avoid delay in the 
collector's schedule, but the commu
nity would know that he has been 
verified. To insure that no mistakes 
would be made in recognizing the two 
levels of authorization, two dtfferent 
colors, yellow and green, were used. 
Since most collectors wish to have 
their credentials verified (and thus be 
considered "recognized" in the com
munity), the current trend has been 
to send the credentials and applica
tion fee to the Vaad in advance so a 
green verification can be promptly is
sued. Without advance notification, 
the Vaad required at mtnimum a 24-
hour checking period. 

Finally, the Vaad recognized the 
role that use of checks provide in the 
ongoing verification process. When 
one wlites a check for a collector made 
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payable to the Vaad and is sure to 
write either the collector's name or his 
permanent Vaad l.D. number in the 
memo space, the Vaad's job is made 
much easier. By making the check out 
to the Vaad, the individual is requir
ing the collector to maintain contact 
with the local vertfication agency, con
tact which is vital if any questions 
arise. Numerous cases have arisen, 
such as the first example at the begin
ning of this article, where honest indi
viduals unfortunately find a need to 
embellish their story. By requiring 
them to maintain contact with the 
Vaad, they can be warned, and helped. 

Moreover, by writing the name or 
l.D. number of the collector on the 
check, the Vaad can track the collec
tor even if he cashes the check 
fraudulently outside the city, even if 
the check amount is altered, as in the 
second example. 

ID. CONCLUSION 

Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky, ':>"~'s 
first employment in North America 
was as a collector for a yeshiva. He 
was provided with a list of past do· 
nors and copies of their previous do
nations. Once, he approached a busi
nessman and askedfor a certain do
nation, as per his iriformation. 

"I'm sorry," the businessman re
plied toReb Yaakov, "but according to 
my records, I never gave your institu
tion a donation in the amoW1t you've 
mentioned." 

"I see," Reb Yaakov said, realizing 
that his information had been "doc· 
tored" by the yeshiva o.ffice to show 
greater donation amounts, so as to 
elicit a larger contribution. 

"But that's abight," the man contin· 
ued. "I can still gtve you a donation for 
a lesser amoW1t." 

"No you can't," repliedReb Yaakov. 
"But you said you were a collector 

for this yeshiva," the businessman 
asked, now corifilsed. 

"Not anymore," Reb Yaakov said. 

U nfortunately. some of the sub
terfuges in use today have 
been around a long while. 

But, institutions such as the Vaad 
Hatzeddakos, combining diligence 
with concern for their fellow Jews, 
can make a real difference to both col-

The Jewish Observer, September 1992 

lector and donor. Checking the cre
dentials of charity collectors can be a 
prudent caretaking of mamon kodesh 
and not a ma'aseh Sodom 

In the final analysis, community 
support has fueled the initial success 
of the Vaad Hatzeddakos. When the 
community demands credentials vert
fication, reports discrepancies in thetr 

cashed checks (either in endorse
ments or amount), and refuses to ac
cept Inappropriate behavior, it en
sures that individuals who engage in 
such practices will not cast aspersions 
on the vast majority of honest, ehrlich 
collectors. Jewish hearts and hands 
are open and want to give. Tirrough 
projects like this, they can, and do. • 
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Rabbi Yitzchok Adlerstein 

based on Maharal, Nesivos Olam 

THE DIFFICULTY OF KNOWING 
THE ENEMY 

Tie first step in doing teshuvais 
o inventory our faults and 

shortcomings, and to recognize 
how comfortable a home within us we 
have given the yeitzer hora. The next 
part is considered much more diffi
cult: determining how to evict the un
welcome tenant. Is it really so? 

In the larger world out there, very 
few people-including the evildoers
actually see themselves as evil. What 
one man considers evil is another's 
sacred crusade to save humanity. 
Many of the bloodiest chapters in his
tory were authored by people con
vinced they were acting solely for the 
greater good of mankind. Their con
fusion can be traced back to Eisav. 
True to his name, he saw himself as 
asui- done, completed, perfected
even while leading a decidedly unholy 
existence. 

We may feel that this has nothing 
to do with us, for we know evil when 
we see it. We clearly recognize its ugly 
face, and know when we are listening 
to its chief spokesman, the yeitzer 
hara. 

Or do we? Chazal (the rabbis of the 
Talmud) apparently did not think so, 
as we find in a brief, enigmatic pas
sage in the Talmud, which the 
Maharalexplains in his writings 1: 

The yeitzer hara has seven 
names. HaKadosh Baruch Hu 
called It "Evil," as it Is said, "The 
yeitzerof man's heart Is evil from 
his youth." Moshe called It 
"Are~" as It Is said, "Circumcise 

Rabbi Adlerstein gives a shiur in the Yeshiva of Los 
Angeles, and heads the institution's outreach efforts. 
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the aria of your heart." Dovld 
called It "Tomei," as It Is said, 
"Create for me, G-d, a heart that 
Is tahor (the opposite of tamei)," 
Shlomo called It "Enemy," as It is 
said, "If your enemy Is hungry, 
feed him bread, and If thirsty, 
give him water to drink. For you 
will heap fiery coals upon his 
head .... " Yeshaya called It "Ob
stacle," as it is said. "Make a 
path! Make a path! Clear the way: 
remove the obstacle from the 
way of my people." Yoe! called It 
"llidden One," as It Is said, "I will 
distance from you the hidden 
one." (Succa, 52a) 

Maharal's explication of this 
Gemora says much to us about our 
greatest adversary. 

NO PLACE FOR EVIL IN IUS 
SCHEME 

G-d simply calls the yeitzer 
hara "Evil." This is not a tau
tology, but a measure of the 

distance between Hashem and evil. 
As mortals, we claim to know very 
little of the essence of Hashem 
Y'isborach. What praise we offer Him 
comes from the few choice phrases 
that G-d Himself presented to us in 
Tanach. 

One of the things we can say with 
confidence is that Hashem is good. 
Completely, utterly good. Evil is thus 
the absolute antithesis of Hashem. His 
polar opposite. No word conveys such 
complete negation to what G-d is, to 
His most observable characteristic. 
With evil there is no common lan
guage, no shared vocabulary, no har
mony that grows out of counterpoint. 

1 Nesivos Olwn. Nesiv Kooch Ha· Yeitzer. perek 1. 

On a deeper level, the Rishanim 
have shown us that the existence of 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu is unlike any 
other. All other existence is "acciden
tal," meaning that it need not really 
be, just by the nature of things. The 
existence of Hashem Yisborach, 
though, is essential. It is the only 
thing that simply must be, and that 
makes all other existence possible. 
Nothing exists outside of Him; He in
cludes all of existence. 

Where does evil fit in? Simply 
put-it doesn't! Where Hashem "is," 
where He is evident, where His Pres
ence is allowed in by us (in the words 
of the famous aphorism of the 
Kotzker)-there is no evil. Evil is not 
something, it is nothing: a place void 
of the he-ara of Hashem. the Divine 
illumination. How does Hashem re
gard evil? As non-existence. 

THE OTHERNESS 
OF THE EVIL IMPULSE 

Moshe called the yeitzer hara 
"Arel" -uncircumcised. The 
act of mila separates be

tween worlds. More than fulfill a 
mitzva, it forms a different being. A 
new kind of person and a changed 
destiny is taken from the lap of the 
sandek. 2 The nations of the world 
saw in the sign of the covenant an 
2 The Alshech (Bereshis 34:14) explains the insis
tence of the Shevatim that the entire City ofShechem 
submit to Bris Mila, not just those who wanted to 
many Jewish women. The GemomNedmim38 says 
that one who vows concerning Mthe circumcised" in
cludes all Jews, and excludes all non-Jews, regard
less of the presence of an orla. "You remain an orel 
even if you submit to circumcision." the Shevattrn 
told Shechem. "To become a namul, your entire cul
tural millieu must change. All your countrymen 
must submit to milaat the same time." 
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In the larger world out 
there, very few people-
including the evildoers
actually see themselves 
as evil. What one man 
considers evil is 
another's sacred crusade 
to save humanity. 

unbridgeable chasm dividing people 
from people. So did we. 

Arel therefore connotes "other
ness." Moshe's rejection of the yeiJzer 
hara is not, cannot be as complete as 
that of HaKarlosh Baruch Hu Moshe 
is basar ve-dam He is of this world, 
as is the yeiJzer hara. But the two are 
not fellow travelers. They share the 
same stage, but never exchange lines. 
Moshe stares at it, and sees some
thing entirely and essentially foreign. 

There is yet another scenic vista 
Chazal left for us in this landscape. 
The mechanics of mila reveal some
thing of its nature. Arel literally 
means "stopped up, covered." The 
mitzva of mila exposes what is other
wise concealed. 

The arers spirituality exists only in 
potential. Mila actualizes the Jew, lib
erates his ability to realize his poten
tial. The restrictions of Torah life do 
not confine and smother, but set free. 
By bonding the Jew with his Creator 
and His blueprint for life, the indi
vidual beauty of his unique neshama 
can shine with its own special luster. 
A cacophonous din accompanies life 
withoutTorah,theproductoffrenetic 
activity. But there is no subtle 
melody; there is no music. 

We can therefore see a second al
lusion in the word arel. It means a 
denatured existence, a life of impo
tence, stripped of real power and sig
nificance. Relative to the greatness of 
Moshe, the yeitzer hara simply has 
nothing to say. Where others hear a 
menacing voice, Moshe detects noth
ing but a harmless kvetch 

The yeitzer hara to him is a pitiable 
wimp. 
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CLOSE, BUT REPULSIVE 

D avid saw the yeitzer hora as 
tomeL Evil now looms closer. 
The narnulis not an arel and 

can never become one. The tahor 
however, can quickly lose his distinc
tion, and slip into tuma. The yeitzer 
hora is no longer a Martian invader, 
an intruder that does not share a 
common reality. He has learned to 
speak our language. 

Nonetheless, David looks at evil 
and sees something repulsive, 
abhorent. He sees something potent 
enough that It rots and corrupts all 
that comes in contact with it. Its ne
farious power is contagious. Because 
It is so potent, It must be kept at bay. 
1Wna Is not just to be avoided, it Is 
banned from the mnchaneh, removed 
from the company of men. Moshe 
could regard the yeitzer hora as an Ir-

relevant busybody, lrying to poke its 
diabolical nose where there was no 
room for it. David could not dismiss 
it. He knew it too well. But familiarity 
bred a devastating contempt. It pre
cipitated fierce determination to keep 
the fellow off the block, before he ru
ined the entire neighborhood. 

AN INTOLERABLE YET 
UNDENIABLE PRESENCE 

S hlomo hated the yeitzer hora. 
He could not and would not 
tolerate it. Of course, he could 

neither ignore it as did Moshe. En
emies are very much part of our 
world. They are as natural, as human 
as we. ("Hath not a Jew eyes? Hath 
not a Jew hands, organs, dimen
sions, senses, affections, passions?" 
asked . Shakespeare's Shylock. 
Grudgingly, the antisemite would ac-

Volume 5, the concluding volume of the classic 
Metsudah Kitzur Shulchan Aruch has just been 
published. 

This volume contains the laws that govern Jewish 
life from the cradle to the grave-from the laws 
of marriage and childbirth to the laws of 
death and bereavement. This book should 
be a part of every Jewish home! 

The complete Metsudah Kitzur 
Shulchan Aruch is now available in a 
magnificent 5 volume boxed set. It 
makes an ideal gift for Bar Mitzvah, 

knowledge some human attributes of 
even the detested Jew-enemy!) 
Shlomo understood, though, that the 
siren song of the yeitzer hora did not 
beckon to a good place. The yeitzer 
hora was his enemy. Enemies do not 
keep your best interest in mind. You 
try to avoid confrontation when you 
can, and strive for victory when you 
must engage them. His father, David, 
felt that slugging it out with the 
yeitzer hara usually led to a Pyrrhic 
victory at best, since the very meeting 
with the yeitzer hora was corrupting, 
tomei. You can walk away from a 
plunge into a garbage dump, but re
minders of the encounter will invis
ibly waft in the air trailing you. 

Shlomo's attitude towards the 
yeitzer hara was vigorously 
rejectionist-but it was different from 
his father"s. You expect to meet up 
with the enemy every now and then. 
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One of the things we 
can say with confidence 
is that Hashem is good. 
Completely, utterly good. 
Evil is thus the absolute 
antithesis of Hashem. 

Are we not all soldiers in service of 
Hashem? Are we not to ready our
selves for imminent combat? That is 
what soldiers are for. It all comes with 
the territory. People argue about the 
yeitzer hora; "Hashem expects us to 
live in a real world. We train hard and 
long to be able to prevail. We carmot 
always disengage." Compared to that 
of his father, this was a changed per
spective. Some of the emotional 
charge was lost between generations. 

NOT TO BE IGNORED ... 

Y eshaya called it "an obstacle." 
You don't ignore obstacles. 
Neither do you tolerate them 

when you can safely remove them. 
On the other hand, obstacles do not 
pursue you like enemies do. They do 
their thing in dormant silence, jaws 
agape to swallow you up. You avoid 
obstacles, but you don't have to lose 
sleep over them, unless the two of you 
are on a collision course. You keep 
your eyes open, and tiy to stay out of 
their way. The yeitzer hora should be 
avoided, to be sure. But it no longer 
menaces like a marauding night 
stalker. You resist, you fight, you run 
from it instinctively when you see it. 
Other times. you pay it no heed, as 
you slip into a mistaken sense of se
curtty. 

INSCRUTABLE, BUT 
BURDENSOME 

Y chezkel saw it as "a stone." The 
yeitzerhorahas become a bur
den, dead weight, impeder of 

quick progress. It is not so much that 
the yeitzer hora thwarts you from get
ting where you want to go. It just de
lays, saps you of energy because you 
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must bear what does not really be
long. A useless appendage, it slows 
fleet-footed advancement. There is no 
prejudgment of its tntrinsic value. Its 
badness is sensed 1n its burdensome 
nature, without full awareness of the 
moral wreckage that it leaves behind. 

What sort of burden is it? We rec
ognize that we do not like it being 
there. It does not quite belong. But we 
no longer can articulate the nature of 
its tnsiclious designs upon our lives 
and souls. On those occasions that 
we take honest inventory of our
selves, we admit that we are not the 
people we want to be. Our lives are 
out of synch with the goals and mod
els we set. Our souls are laden with 
sloth and paunch. We are spiritually 
sluggish and out of shape. 

With more penetration, we learn 
that we cannot blame others for all 
our failure. We are burdened by the 
dross we have ourselves collected. We 
feel it weighing heavily. We recognize 
patterns, voices from withtn that con
stantly beckon to the same blind al
leys. We do not like them. But they 
remain inscrutable, not showing their 
faces. We understand and detest the 
consequences of following them. but 
fail to charactertze the Beast articu
lating them. 

ELUSIVE, EVASIVE, PERVASIVE 

T here is one final step. Yoe] 
termed it "the hidden one." 
The nature of the yeitzer hora 

is now shrouded in mystery. We are 
back to the "lamah zeh tishal lishmi' 
of Eisav's malach-'Why do you in
quire of my name?" Many people have 
no idea at all about who the yeitzer 
hora is, or how it works. All they can 
do is sense that not all they do is pre
cisely the way they want it to be. We 
are not fully in the driver's seat. 
Something within us pushes us into 
situations and relationships that we 
are later embarrassed about. Our lips 
form words that hurt others, and 
pain ourselves when we reflect upon 
them. We rush to speak or act-and 
dissociate ourselves in the aftermath. 
"Could 1 really have said that?" 

Why can we not keep to our reso
lutions? We nod our heads at the ad
vice of others, smile at a story of 
gadlus of a tzaddik and yearn for 
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With more penetration, we learn that we cannot 

blame others for all our failure. We are burdened by 

the dross we have ourselves collected. 

making it part of ourselves-and then 
do precisely the opposite. We wonder 
which of our voices is the authentic 
one. ls it the collected, deliberate, sc
ber one we hear when we consider 
things dispassionately, or the shrill, 
cynical voice we hear from our lips 
when the pressure mounts? 

GROWTH IN RECOGNITION, 
STRENGTH IN PREVAILING 

F or many. the most that they 
can hope for is the recognition 
that there is scmething lurk

ing inside that robs them of their con
trol and resolve. It remains a faceless 
stranger, despite its comfortable 
abode in the most private and pro
found recesses of our psyches. If only 
we could get a better look at him! 
Then we might see him for what he is. 

We might learn of his aspirations and 
ambitions. We would learn, and our 
tolerance would evaporate. We would 
learn, slowly, gradually, one step at a 
time, that this stranger's presence is 
burdensome; that it diverts us from 
our true goals; that it does enough 
damage to us to deserve our enmity 
and scorn; that it infects and con
taminates by contagion; that it looms 
as the eternal opposite and complete 
stranger to our real selves. And in 
time, we can see it from the distance 
as the polar opposite of HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu, to Whom we long to at
tach ourselves. 

It all starts with one simple recog
nition: there is something inside that 
just does not belong, and we must be 
mevakesh rachamim--plea to G-d 
that He give us the strength, the per
severance, and the tools to prevail. • 
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T he central importance of 
Chinuch, the education of our 
children, in the life of the Jew

ish family and of our people as a 
whole, was highlighted at the very be
ginning of our history, when Avrohom 
was praised for commanding his chil
dren to go in the way of G-d. Today 
we can happily note that Chinuch is a 
dominant concern within the Torah 
community. As a result, there is also 
a great demand for guidance in this 
field. Hence a special welcome is due 
to the most recently published vol
ume of the Collected Writings of 
Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch, the 
seventh in this seiies, which ls de
voted to Torah education (Feldheim, 
New York-Jerusalem, 1992. $19.95). 
The Rabbi S.R. Hirsch Publication 
Society and the Rabbi Dr. Joseph 
Breuer Foundation (whose staff 
translated and prepared the author's 
wntings). which sponsor the publica
tion of this seiies, made an extremely 
wise decision in devoting each volume 
to a central theme, and the current 
volume is of particular value. It has 
been said that Rabbi S.R. Hirsch was 
not a philosopher but an educator ... 
that he was not interested 1n abstract 
theory as much as in assuring that 
Torah should be the guiding force in 
Jewish life. This objective he pursued 
biiiliantly; thus, the thirteen essays. 
"Thoughts on Jewish Education," 
which make up the second part of 
this volume. provide a great deal of 
incisive practical guidance to parents 
and teachers. 

Home and school must indeed 
work closely together. and the home. 
in fact, has to take the piimary re
sponsibility. This is one of the basic 
piinciples, eloquently spelled out 1n 
the first part of the volume, composed 
of fourteen essays devoted to "Piin
ciples of Jewish Education.'' What is 
the goal of this education? The author 
stresses that we live in the modern 
world, and can and must deal with 
it-and that the prerequisite and con
dition for this is thorough and ongo
ing Torah study, which must always 
furnish the absolute standard by 
which to conduct our lives. 

Among the many ideas discussed 
in the fourteen essays are the inad
equacy of what is commonly called "re
ligious education" as an adjunct to 
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public school education, and of aca
demic Judaic Studies (then called the 
Science of Judaism); the duty to fos
ter Torah commitment already in the 
first years ofa child's life, and the cru
cial role of parental example; and the 
obligation of both community and 
parents to give the fullest support to 
the Jewish schools. Many of the issues 
touched on are much discussed in our 
days, such as the role of women, and 
the need to understand the nature of 
the child and to respect him. 

A great deal of attention is natu
rally given to the relationship between 
Jewish and general studies. As Rabbi 
S.R. Hirsch defined it so very clearly 
in his commentary to Vayikra 18,5, 
Torah studies must enjoy absolute 
piimacy, with other studies serving 
as auxiliary aids to the fulfillment of 
our Torah-defined task. The reader 
may note that some of the essays do 
not emphasize this point as clearly as 
others; in outlining the contiibutlon 
that general studies can make to the 
child's education. they sometimes 
seem to grant them an equal role with 
Hebrew studies. However, the editors 
explain that (as noted by Rabbi Jo
seph Breuer in publishing one of 
these articles) the articles in question 
were oiiginally wiitten for the annual 
reports of the Hirsch Schools, in or
der to acquaint a wider public, as
similated or non-Jewish, with the na
ture of the Jewish school, and this 
naturally affected style and empha
sis. Yet, they are of value by throwing 
light on what can be gained from gen
eral studies. 

I n line with his educational goals, 
the first work of Rabbi S.R. Hirsch. 
Horeb, addressed itself to the 

thinking young men and women of 
his time. It sought to present to them 
a comprehensive picture of Torah 
teachings that would give a frame
work and structure to their vision of 
the world and their life in it. 150 years 
have passed, and not only the prob
lems faced by. the younger generation 
have changed in many ways but also 
their way of thinking and expressing 
themselves. Horeb is a timeless clas
sic of great depth and has profound 
lessons for the seiious student; how
ever, many a contemporary reader 
may well find that relating it to his 
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own concerns demands more effort 
than he is prepared to make. 
Masterplan, subtitled "Judaism: its 
program, meanings, goals," by Rabbi 
Aryeh Carmell (published by Jerusa
lem Academy Publications: Feldheim, 
New York-Jerusalem, 1991, $19.95 
h.c.,$16.95 p.b.) is an effort to follow 
in Rabbi S.R. Hirsch's footsteps by 
presenting the mitzvos as a unified 
system designed to give meaning and 
value to our life, and to do so in a 
manner readily understandable to 
today's audience. 

Thus, the author essentially follows 
Rabbi S.R. Hirsch's innovative classi
fication of mitzvos by function, though 
he diverges from it in some respects. 
Of particular interest to this reviewer 
was the fact that Rabbi S.R. Hirsch's 
definition of chukim. (laws of justice 
toward things subordinate to man, 
such as the earth, plants and animals, 
etc.) which some have considered 
strange, speaks so clearly to us today, 
when we are so much more conscious 
of the role of the environment and all 
its animate and inanimate parts in the 
Divine plan for the world. 

Generally, Rabbi Carmell makes 

sure to relate to changes that have 
taken place since Rabbi S.R. Hirsch's 
time (e.g. his discussion of the State 
oflsrael). His style Is simpler, and he 
adds stories and parables to illumi
nate the application of the ideas dis
cussed to practical life. Also, due to 
the availability of so much popular lit
erature on halacha(muchofitspectfi
cally listed in the notes appended), he 
keeps his statements of halacha very 
brief. While all this makes his work 
very readable, a few points are stated 
so briefly as to be easily misunder
stood (e.g., his explanations of Pru
zbul). This reviewer also would have 
liked to see some reference to Techias 
Hameisim in the excellent epilogue, 
which seeks to pull all details together 
and to define the final goal of world 
and man. But all this does not take 
away from the value of this volume 
which is, without any question, a 
great contribution to the presentation 
of Torah to a generation that seeks 
enlightenment; its overall function, 
the many striking insights that can 
be found throughout the book, and 
the marmer of presentation, all play 
a role in this respect. 

E ducation must obviously be 
based on an understanding of 
human nature. In His Image 

by Rabbi Naphinli Wiesner (Mesorah 
Pub!., Brooklyn, 1992, $15.95,h.c., 
$12.95 p.b.) provides a comprehen
sive insight into the teachings of our 
Sages concerning the nature of man 
and his ways of functioning. The au
thor deals with both the features that 
all men share and the individual fea
tures and acquired characteristics 
that distinguish them from each 
other. The reader will find detailed in
formation on concepts that he is sure 
often to have wondered about, such 
as the soul, the Yetzorim (not blind 
drives but consciously motivating 
forces), and freedom of choice, which 
is the basis of all human life (this re
viewer would have liked to see the 
author specify to what extent his pre
sentation refers only to Jews). In the 
latter part of this work, Rabbi Wiesner 
points out the practical implica
tions-the meaning of Torah-moral
ity, as against secular man-made 
morality, and basic principles of edu
cation, applied to parent-child and 
teacher-student relationships. There 

T hese are among the most crucial ethical and Halachic issues of our day, and affect the lives of every individual. 
Rabbi Nacbum Sauer, Rosh Kolle! of the Yeshiva of Los Angeles, has developed a series of 70 in-depth tapes on 

Medical Halacha, using primary sources. Each topic is analyzed in a clear and lucid style from its Talmudic sources down thru 
contemporary responsa, with the various Halachic opinions presented on each issue. The following is a partial list of tapes. 
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No. 'TITLE No. TITLE 
0 SM 1 Categories of Illness on Shabbos 0 SM 31-33 Definition ofDeath, Organ Transplants(3 tape series) 
0 SM 2 DeterminingPikuachNefesh 0 SM31/38 Triage, (2tapeseries) 
0 SM 3 Pikuach Nefesh on Shabbos 0 SM 39/ 40 Abortion, (2 tape series) 
O SM 4 Returning from an Emergency on Shabbos 0 SM 41 Abortion, Part 3; Nature of the Prohibition 
0 SM 6 Use ofBeepers and Telephones on Shabbos 0 SM 42 Abortion, Part 4: Explanation of Rambam 
0 SM 1 Trading Rounds and Partnerships on Shabbos 0 SM 43 Abortion, Part 5; Rape, Adultery, Measles 
0 SM 8 Partnership with a non-Jewish Doctor; S'char Shabbos 0 SM 44 Abortion, Part 6: Before 40 days and assorted questions 
0 SM 9 Stress as a Factor in Pikuach Nefesh 0 SM 45 Artificiallnsemination, by Husband 
0 SM 10 Mental Illness and Pikuach Nefesh 0 SM 46 Artificial Insemination, by Donor 
0 SM 11/12 Donating Blood, Dieting, Cosmetic Surgery, (2 tape series) 0 SM 47 In Vitro Fertilization (!VF) 
0 SM 24/25 Hazardous Procedures, (2 tape series) 0 SM 48 Surrogate Motherhood 
0 SM 26/21 Suicide, (2 tape series) 0 SM 49 Genetic Testing 
0 SM 28-30 Passive Euthanasia, (3 tape series) 0 SM 67 AIDS and Halacha 

For a complete list send for a brochure. Each tape is approximately 90 min. long. Each tape costs $6. 
Whole medical series: $400. Shipping costs billed separately. 

Name ____________ Address _______________ Phone ________ _ 

Send check to: Rabbi Nachum Sauer, c/o Yeshiva of Los Angeles, 9760 W. Pico Blvd. Los Angeles, CA 90035 
A series of 58 tapes on Choshen Mish pal Uewish Business Law) is also currently available. Send for brochure for complete listing. 
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is a wealth of passages from Chazal 
(indeed. it would be very worthwhile 
if the next edition would include an 
index ofrabbinic sources). Special at
tention is also given to Teshuva in 
general, and the Teshuva movement 
in particular. There is also a comment 
on the roots of neuroses, a subject of 
great concern to us today, which is, 
alas, too brief to provide much help. 
Overall, this is a work that will greatly 
enrich its readers, be they parents, 
teachers, counsellors or those merely 
seeking an understanding of basic 
Torah thought. 

T:he problem of emotional 
disturbances, of neuroses and 
psychoses, receives treatment 

in a remarkable new volume by 
Miriam Adahan, Living with Diffi
cult People (including yourself), 
published by Feldheim (New York
Jerusalem, 1991, $17.95). The au
thor set herself a double aim: to help 
the reader cope with his own prob
lems, and live with-and help-oth
ers who suffer from such problems. 
To this end she lists and analyzes the 
different forms, minor and severe, 
that emotional disturbances take; 
she traces their roots, with special 
emphasis on the role played by child
hood experiences; and she points out 
how the Torah helps us to avoid emo
tional problems and to cope with 
them when they arise. The source of 
all trouble, Mrs. Adahan suggests, is 
our "Mitzraytm" mentality, the source 
of erroneous beliefs about ourselves, 
others, and life in general, and the 
destructive habits that flow from 
them, which we adopt early in life and 
which must now be replaced by the 
spiritual ideas and values of Torah, in 
order to feel loved and loving and to 
experience joy in life. The negative 
feelings that we harbor about our
selves and others, results of the 
"Mitzrayim" mentality, are at the root 
of the personality problems that we 
encounter. 

But this book does not preach. It 
helps the reader concretely ptnpoint 
these negative feelings; and guides 
him in how to overcome them. She de
votes a great deal of atiention to such 
common problems as anxiety disor
der, paranoia, and depression-in 
oneself as well as the people one lives 
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with. At the end of the book she sum
marizes what she calls coping tech
niques. Central to them, and to the 
book in general, is her emphasis that 
the closer we connect to G-d the easier 
our problems become. Mrs. Adahan 
does not present the coping and heal
ing process as easy; she stresses the 
role of counselling and spiritual sup
port groups. But her book, by itself, 
will be of great help to the aftlicted as 
well as a source of crucial guidance to 
parents and teachers. 

T:tally different in its starting 
point, approach, and goal, and 
yet driving home many of the 

very same lessons, is A Student's 
Obligation, Advice From the Rebbe 
of the Warsaw Ghetto, an excellent 
English translation of the classic 
Chovas HaTalmidim, by the Piacenzer 
Rebbe, Rabbi Kalonymus Kalman 
Shapira (Jason Aronson, Northvale, 
N.J. 1991, $28.00). On the title page 
of the original edition, the Rebbe ex
plained that "the purpose of this work 

is to penetrate tnto the depth of the 
student, to reveal his soul, to train 
him in Torah, divine service, the ways 
of Chassidut, and to bind the soul to 
G-d." In the lengthy introduction, 
subtitled "A discussion with teachers 
and parents," the author explains 
that chinuch is not a purely intellec
tual exercise, a conveying of knowl
edge or directives, but involves 
"stimulating the growth and develop
ment of what each child is suited for 
by his very nature." The true educa
tor has to "uncover the soul of the 
child and ignite it so it will bum with 
heavenly fire, upwards, toward the 
holy." If our youth strays from the 
path, we cannot avoid the blame; it is 
our task to lead it in the right man
ner, guided by an understanding of 
the student's nature and needs. 

The balance of the work discusses 
both the problems we have to face (la
ziness, selfishness, false humility, and 
other ills of the soul) and the strategies 
we must pursue to overcome them. In 
that connection, he emphasizes what 
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Chassidus contributes to him who 
chooses this "unique way of serving 
G-d," by Influencing the soul, in 
prayer, in song, and Torah study, to
ward the heights of holiness. As one 
reads the foreward, which traces the 
author's life through the years of the 
Holocaust till his martyrdom in 
Treblinka, it is very evident that he 
himself embodied the Chassidic ideal 
in Its highest form. But even those 
who follow a different road to Avodas 
Hashem will be deeply inspired, and 
gain great wisdom and concrete guid
ance from the author's words. 

e guidance needed by the as 
piring Ben Torah, which 
Chovas HaTalmidim provides 

in such an elevated and profound 
manner, has many different aspects 
and can be offered in many different 
ways. This Is illustrated by The Ben 
Torah and ms World, by Rabbi Yoe! 
Schwartz (Jerusalem, Yeshivas Dvar 
Yerushalaylm, 18 Rabbi Blau St .. 
1990, $8.00). Originally published in 
Hebrew, as one of a series of essays 
by the author on different aspects of 
Judaism, this book focuses on the 
world oftheyeshiva---0n the relation-

Bring to Ute the World of Mitzvos with Lessons, Crafts, Activities and Songs. 
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ships to teachers and fellow-stu
dents, on the ways In which excel
lence In Torah can be achieved, 
proper study methods, and the role of 
Mussar. Finally, the author deals with 
the yeshiva student's place in society, 
his distinctive life style, and the ways 
in which to reach out to others. Rabbi 
Schwartz has distilled here much of his 
Torah wisdom and his experience in 
guiding innumerable students to a re
alization of their goals and the achieve
ment of their striving as Bnei Torah. 
Concrete and down to earth, his words 
will be of particular value to the new
comer to the yeshiva world; but all 
readers will be enriched by them. 

I n different ways, all the educa
tional works here reviewed stress 
the injuction of Chazal that "the 

light hand must draw close" in our 
relationship to children and stu
dents, and that great harm is done by 
negative approaches. But Is there not 
a need for discipline? Assuming so, 
how are we to go about it? Rabbi Meir 
Munk, head ofYeshivah Taras Emes 
in Bnei Brak, some years ago pub
lished a book on the subject, which 
was immediately accepted as a clas
sic. It has now been published in En
glish: Sparing the Rod, A Torsh Per
spective on Reward and Punish
ment in Education (Mishar Pub!., 
Bne!Brak, 1989, $10.00). The author 
discusses the tools available to the 
educator to achieve his overall goal; 
there is a need to be strict and to re
spond to wrongdoing-but It must be 
done in the right way. The great value 
of this book lies in Its specificity; the 
author deals with the different op
tions available, in light of the rabbinic 
sources on the subject. Supplemen
tary essays deal with the role of the 
home and the parents. An annotated 
bibliography of rabbinic writings on 
chinuch will be particularly useful to 
parents and teachers. This Is a must 
book for them. 

yvisit to a Hebrew bookstore 
will bring us face to face with 

vast number of teaching 
aids and student guides, both in He
brew and English. Most of them are 
concerned with the material we seek 
to teach; for instance, an Interesting 
and valuable new project consists of 
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a weekly sheet. Al Hadaf. containing 
clarifications and elaborations of is
sues in the week's DafYom~ drawn 
from rabbinic works (published by 
the Kolle! of Yeshiva Kehillos Yaakov, 
52 Francis Place. Monsey, N .Y. 
10952). In contrast, we find much 
fewer publications devoted to stu
dent growth and character develop
ment. A booklet that will be of help 
in this respect is the Guide to 
Midoth Improvement by Naftali 
Hojjher (Mosad Eliezer Hoffner, dis
tributed by Feldheim Publishers, 
1991. $4.95). Starting with "Annoy
ing others" and ending with "Saving 
others from being suspected," the 
author deals with most issues that 
can arise between people, listing 
points to be remembered and prac
tices to be avoided. in each case giv
ing the rabbinic source. This is an 
excellent source of guidance for pu
pils, who will find it easy to learn and 
profit from. 

What's Wrong With Being 
Human?. Notes from the 

battlefield of hwnan relation
ships. by Rabbi Yisroel Miller 
(Mesorah Puhl .. Brooklyn, 1992, 
$15.95 h.c.,$12.95 p.b.), is a collec
tion of thirty one essays-most of 
them related to specific Sldras-pro
viding suggestions on how to deal 
with interpersonal issues in a mature 
Torah way. Eminently readable and 
flavored with the author's gentle wit, 
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these essays draw on a large variety of 
sources. from Chazal to the great 
Mussarteachers, and formulate guid
ing principles to remember in such 
fields as marriage, parent-child inter
action, doing for others, social pres
sure (both the light and the wrong 
kind), and many others. The author's 
ideas are not only quotable..-more im
portant, they will remain in the 
reader's mind for his own use. 

Pathways to a Peaceful Home, 
by Rabbi Eliyahu Porat 
Teherani (pub!. by the author, 

Bnei Brak, 1990, $13.50) is an En
glish adaptation by Esther van 
Handel from the author's, Altifeinu 
Mesubalim (another part of this work 
was published earlier, under the 
title, Pathways to Peace of Mind). 
Rabbi Teherani is not only a Rav and 
Rosh Yeshiva; he has for many years 
been sought out by innumerable 
people from all walks of life seeking 
help in solving their problems. This 
book distills his wisdom and expeli
ence in marital counseling. The key 
to marital peace, he suggests, lies in 
(l) knowing human nature and, in 
particular, one's spouse, and (2) ac
quiring a mature outlook on life. 
Drawing on Tanach. Talmud and 
later Rabbinic literature as well as 
many stortes of Gedoltm, the author 
clarifies the basic needs that hus
band and wife have, and the proper 
way to respond to them. The reader 

will be struck again and again how 
realistic and practical the ap
proaches are that are here sug
gested, whether they deal with show
ing respect to one's spouse or deal
ing with the faults of one's partner. 
The second part of the book deals 
with parents and children. address
ing separate chapters to each, and 
the last part is devoted to a closer 
look at three topics-one's relations 
to fliends and relatives, the manage
ment of anger, and the right and 
wrong way of rebuke and cliticism. 
This is a precious book that should 
be put into the hands of every 
couple. especially those who stand at 
the beginning of their marriage. • 
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SECOND 
LOOKS 

''No one was ever corrupted 
by a book," New York's 
Mayor Jimmy Walker was 

known to have said. We beg to differ. 
Books have more force than the 
Mayor thought. After all, the power of 
the written word is such that it can 
transport the reader to other times 
and places, and-in effect-put the 
reader inside the skh. 0f the story's 
protagonist. Thus the " er of the 
tale, thetellerofthestory, mhavea 
strong grip on your imagination, lead 
you through experiences that nor· 
mally would never be yours, to see 
things from a perspective outside of 
your mindset, and even contrary to it. 
In addition to being stimulating and 
challenging, reading a book or a story 
can be dangerously misleading, too, 
as we shall point out. 

Many of us may recall, with 
warmth and nostalgia, how we ea· 
gerly picked up a sought -after book in 
our youth, and-many hours later
closed it with a sigh of fulfillment and 
lingering regret that it's over .... Now, 
as we watch our children do the 
same. we relive some of this-except 
that many things have changed in the 
interim. 

First of all, the moral code that gov· 
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erns contem
porary literature is so pennissive that 
virtually nothing is regarded as un· 
printable. Byeurrentstandards, por· 
nography can only be labeled as 
such, if at all, because of visual depic· 
tions, not because of the verbal con· 
tent. Nor are there necessarily villains 
in much modem fiction, only victims, 
and no moral message. We must thus 
become more sophisticated in our ap· 
proach to recreational reading. We 
must be vigilant for indiscriminate 
filth and degradation-some subtle, 
some overt-more sensitive to the val
ues stories convey, more discriminat -
ing in what we and our children read. 
A reader who cares will peruse the 
text, examine the author's track 
record, and check the credentials of 
the reviewers who rave over a book, 
before taking a copy home. 

Also, the proliferation of home· 
grown Judaic literature now offers 
enough of an alternative to pennit the 
cautious reader or parent the luxury 
of saying "Not this one," since there's 
always "that one" on the shelf, as a 
substitute. One need not be afraid of 
saying "No" too often if a respectable 
alternative is on hand. 

II, lllSTORICALFICTION, WITHA 
FEMINIST SPIN 

T:e emergence of Judaic litera· 
ure also has a downside. In 
he process of rejecting so 

heimishe
sounding names, sold 

in the spiritual safe zone 
of Sf'.forim stores. But 
not always should 
such books earn our 
trust, much less our 
embrace. 

This is especially 
so in historical fie· 
tion. where familiar 
names, documented 

events, and revered personalities are 
given a spin in accordance with the 
author's own vision-many times 
pursuing an agenda far afield from 
that of the heroes he or she is portray· 
ing, leading the unsuspecting reader 
into what appears to be frtendly terrt· 
tory, which just might be strewn with 
ideological land-mines. 

A case in point: They Called Her 
Rebbe, Gershon Winkler's fictional 
treatment of the life of the Maiden of 
Ludomir, Chana Rochel Werber· 
macher. Now, little is known about 
this woman except that she distin· 
guished herself in her avodas 
Hashem (Divine service}, eventually 
took kvitlach (written petitions, in the 
manner of a Chassidic Rebbe), re· 
mained single for almost her entire 
life, and died in her nineties in Eretz 
lTsroe! at the tum of the century. In 
Winkler's vivid imagination, she be· 
comes a teen-aged Talmudic whiz 
who intimidates rabbis with her 
bekiyus, performs faith healing for 
Ukrainian peasant women, kicks her 
husband of a week out of the house, 
and otherwise lives the fantasies of a 
Jewish feminist, Berkeley-circa 1970. 
So what? Well-as the Wall Street 
Journal put itin its front-page feature 
article on Winkler ("Circuit-Riding 
Rabbil'sJ ... Flock With Black Sheep"-
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July 21. '92)-the book jacket, inno
cently enough, shows "a young 
woman in a babushka reading by the 
light of an oil lamp." And therein lies 
the trap. The Chana Rochel of 
Winkler's projection is not an inno
cent of by-gone times. but an 
anomaly. IMng a distortion ofhistory. 
presented in a way that is bound to 
confuse the kids attracted by the in
nocent cover, or lulled by the imprint 
of a reputable publisher, into assum
ing the book's acceptability. 

The Journal article happens to 
shed much more light on the book by 
describing the author as a self-con
fessed "flexidox" rabbi who was "once 
Orthodox (but] ... grew disenchanted 
with traditional teaching IO years 
ago." As such, he is depicted perform
ing a marriage between a Catholic 
groom and Baptist bride (he swapped 
his yarmulke for a coonskin cap for 
that one ). 1 

How would you expect a person 
like this to present the Maiden of 
Ludomir? Would you invite him to 
your daughter's school for story-time 
hour? 

m. WITH AGONY AND ECSTASY, 
YOUR FAVORITE B.T. 

nother topic of popular writing 
s the progression of the baal 
eshuva from non-believing, 

non-practicing Jew to fully commit-
ted yeshiva/ seminary student. Such 
stories can incorporate all the ingre
dients of challenge, drama, and dis
covery. 

They can broaden the readers' un
derstanding of the heroes' struggles, 
and can equip them to relate to real
life baalei teshuva with empathy and 
patience. Moreover, baalei teshuva 
invariably bring fresh insight to es
tablished traditions-a mixture of 
mature insight and child-like won
derment-<limensions the bom-.frum 
may often miss in their own religious 
life. And their incredible mesiras 
nefesh in malting radical changes in 
life dwarfs the puny pains of adjust
ment and self-improvement the rest 
of us go through. Besides, the baal 

1 If n1on> evidence of his non-nonnative views is 
nePded, the reader is referred to Winkler's anti
halacha essay in Mon-ient {April '92) called ~stuck 
halachah." 
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We must be vigilant for 
indiscriminate filth and 
degradation-some 
subtle, some overt
more sensitive to the 
values stories convey, 
more discriminating in 
what we and our 
children read. 

teshuva and the not-yet-frum can 
gain both instruction and catharsis 
from reading of the struggles of oth
ers of similar background. In addi
tion, the authors often have the ben
efit of advanced secular education; 
thus they frequently have well-honed 
writing skills, and can bring excite
ment and immediacy to the printed 
page by virtue of command of lan
guage and style-elements too often 
lacking in some of the sloppy prose 
that passes for popular Judaic litera
ture. 

Here, then, is an old art form ap
plied to a late-twentieth century phe
nomenon, with much purpose and 
commendable success. All this has 
been amply demonstrated by such 
books as Uri Zohar's compelling 
memoir Waking Up Jewish, the rivet -
ing personal accounts in Altiva Tatz's 
7he Anatomy of a Search (ArtScroll/ 
Mesorah). Rachel Pomeran1z's excel
lent novel Wildflower (CIS). Rabbi Avi 
Shafran's gripping account of an 
American Ger. Migrant Soul ffargum), 
and Anna Gotlieb's recently pub
lished collection of delightful essays of 
discovery, Between the Unes (CIS). 

Even Agle Bauer's Black Becomes 
a Rainbow (Feldheim). an as-of-then 
non-observant mother's chronicle of 
her relationship with her less-than
considerate daughter on the latter's 
road to observant Judaism, is in
structive-in coaching young baalei 
teshuva in how to deal with their par
ents, by negative example-and ca
thartic-for both generations in
volved. 

The genre does have problems. In 
fact, some concerns are almost built -
in. For to be authentic, and to exploit 
the "return-to roots" phenomenon for 
all its inherent tensions. a book must 
portray the neophyte's struggles, his 
doubts and hesitations. This can 
make for great story-telling-but it 
also means that the reader will share 
vicariously in the same conflicts, nur
ture the same attachment to earlier 
lifestyles and convictions. and engage 
in the same struggles as the heroes. 
True, the happy ending can justify it 
all-for the author. But for the reader 
(unless he or she is actively Involved 
in outreach or going through similar 
struggles), some details of the trip 
from alienation through doubt to 
resolution can be corrosive. 

For example, Tova Mordechai's 
Playing With F1.re (Bash Pub!.) is an 
engrossing account of a young 
woman's valiant search for spiritual
ity, beginning in her youth as the 
daughter of a fundamentalist 
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To be authentic, and to exploit the "return-to roots" phenomenon for all its inherent 
tensions, a book must portray the neophyte's struggles, his doubts and hesitations. This 
can make for great story-telling-but it also means that the reader will share 
vicariously in the same conflicts, nurture the same attachment to earlier lifestyles and 
convictions, and engage in the same struggles as the heroes. 

preacher in England, her later years 
as a seminarian and then as a char
ismatic preacher herself, and on 
through her discovery of her Jewish 
identity (her mother is a Jewish 
woman). to her complete evolution 

into a committed Orthodox wife and 
mother of a Jewish family. It is a 
heady, inspiring denouement. The 
fine points of her infatuation with the 
founder of Christianity, which forms 
the first half of her autobiography, 

32 

• Capture the essence • Discover new dimensions 
• Master the meaning of our Yomim Tovim 

with cassette tapes from 

Rabbi Michel T werski shlit"a 
of Milwaukee 

Join him in his travel through 
the words of Chazal and 

other Chassidic, Mussar and 
Kabbalistic works. 

Allow these lectures to bring relevance, 
excitement and fervor to your 

Yorn Tov experience. 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Volume I includes 
sessions on the foll~wiqg 
holidays: 

0 Elul 0 RoshHaShana 
o Yorn Kipptir UiSuccos 
0 Chanukah J.]Purim. 
o Pesach OShavuotls 
OTisha B'av 

To order all nine tapes, 
send $45 to: 

COnlJregation Beth Jehudah, 
2700N. 54th St., 
Milwaukee, WI 53210 
(414}442-5730. 

Fpt individual tapes, send $6.00 
per tape. 

Prices include shipping 
and handling. 

Each volume is packaged in an attractive album. 

however, recounting how she 
achieved some sort of spiritual uplift 
through her Christian devotions, may 
be helpful to certain searching indi
viduals, but can only prove deeply 
disturbing and distasteful to the reli
giously committed Jew. In this era of 
full disclosure, when the more re
vealed the better, it may sound 
strange to take exception to being told 
too much about a person's life. Yet a 
number of readers have told this 
writer: "Why do I have to stumble 
along with her through her spiritual 
involvement with other religions? It 
took me days to rid my mind of those 
accounts!" 

This rejection of the study of other 
religions is in line with the Rambwris 
clear prohibition against such in
quiry: "G-d commands us to avoid 
reading such books [that describe 
alien forms of worship], and not to 
contemplate [such worship], or any 
aspect of it.. .In this regard it says, 
'[take heed] not to inquire after their 
gods saying, How do these nations 
serve their god?' IDevarim 12,3]-that 
one should not ask regarding their 
method of worship, even though you 
do not follow it. for this causes one to 
turn after it and to behave as they do, 
as the passage concludes, 'So I wili do 
likewise.... --Hilchos Avodas Kochavim. 2:2. 

*** 
T itles, themes, publishers, book 

jackets, place of sale are ali fac
tors that influence us in our 

constant search for "another great 
read" for ourselves---0r for our chil
dren-in our desire for escape, insight 
or inspiration. Here we add words of 
c.aution: Caveat emptor. Do a thorough 
investigation before you invest money, 
time, and suspension of disbelief in 
someone else's view of the world. You 
may be getting much, much more than 
you bargained for, and not ali of it spiri
tualiy enriching. • 
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PLEASE HELP SUSTAIN THOSE 1 

WHO HELP SUSTAIN US. 

spiritual sustenance f()r the 
Jewish people con1es through the 
learning of 'rorah. And those who 
have chosen ro 1nakc -rorah srudv 
their life's devotion help give rhc, 
world the s.ustcnance jJ_ needs to 
come closer to c;-d. 

Unfortunately, in these hard 
econornic rimes in Israel, hundreds 
of devoted ralmcdai chachomin1 

71.1e Fo1111ders (Jf Ezras ffJrClh -I 

!l~C 
,._.,..... '"""''~""'"''" ,,_,,, . ....,, ) 

inil 
,.,,...,....,, ............... """"''"""" ll ,....,.,_'1•-··· ~ ...... , .......... ...,,. .. ,... "'""""'""""'"" 

and their Eunilies are unable to 
afford the barest necessities of 
physical lite. They struggle every 
day to pay for food, clothing and 
housing. There are those in need 
of expensive medical treatment. 

Others need to help a young 
won1an become a bride. Or send 
an orphan to school. 

For over 77 years, Ezras "rorah 
has been there ro help. We provide 
fa1nilics \Vith Yon1 "fov stipends, 

01 ercn11rd1t! t"o!1d1!1m1.1 11111 /iir11/! .1d1oi11r'., /.111111,' 111 

!er11wile111 

free loans, funds for en1crgency 
rnedica! needs, hachnosas ka!lah 

assistance, aid for ne\v-born 
children, help for Olim from 
Russia and orher countries, free 
loans here in A111erica ... and the 

needs go on. 
"fhis Ne\V Year, please give as 

n1uch as you can so rhat \Ve n1ay 
continue to help those who give 
us .so n1uch. 

Tl-IE HU!vV'.1\1 SIDE 
( )F T()RAf-1 PUll.Al'VT!-/R(JPY 

j :.:J 1-:i1;liKe 10-:11:-:t'\~r(:il Schobr~~';:-accepl: t:!\ dedu;l:n:;1i:11:- - -

I ,.J s ,r, CJ s -2 '.J s 200 :.:.i Sirin :.:.i s 
t.J Plea.'>l' send 11w an Ezras Tnr:lh Pocket l.u·ach_ .\I: crn11rihl1li(>Jl i~enclosed. 
:.J I \Hiuld like 10 pledge S to Fzras Torah. 

l\-1akc check payable ro: \ame 

Ezras 'forah Address 
23 5 East Broadwav 
New York, NY I 0002 Cit\ State Zip I 
(2 l 2) 227-8960 Phone 

'------~--------'------------------------_J 



arid events, we are 
told, take place 

because of the bearing 
they have on Klal 

Yisroel. Natural catastro
phes, political upheavals, economic 
fluctuations, then, all have implica
tions to the welfare of the Jewish 
People, and we would be wise to 
take note of them. After all, the 
disintegration of the USSR not only 
affected the millions of Jews of the 
Soviet Republics, but continues to 
have ramifications in regard to 
Israel's unique role in the Middle 
East and its special relationship 
with America. And the current 
economic crunch has far-reaching 
effects on the financial viability of 
our institutions of Torah study and 
chessed Thus it should not come as 
a surprise that the emergence of 
the European Common Market and 
its evolution into a unified Euro
pean Community should also effect 
the Jews living in member nations. 
The following article, by Joseph 
Lobenstein, of London, examines a 
very specific area of Jewish life 
touched upon by EC policies. 

Mr. Loebenstein has been active in communal af" 
fairs for a number of decades, as chaimmn of the 
External Affalrs Committee of Union of Orthodox 
Hebrew Congregations in Great Britain, Vice-chair
man of the Brttish Af,~dah, Executive n1ernber ofU1e 
Agudath Israel World OrganiZation. Conservative 
Party Councillor in Hackney"London, and a regular 
colunmistin the Jewish TribwieofLondon, Agudalh 
Israel of Great Britain's weekly newspaper. 
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Joe Lobenstein, MBE 

European Shechita 
in Jeopardy 

Taking On The Animal Lobby 

T:ose who have been engaged in 
Anglo-Jewish public life during 
the past half century will hardly 

recall a five-year peliod during which 
the shechita problem-attempting to 
control and eventually outlaw Jewish 
Jitual slaughter of antmals for kosher 
consumption-has not raised its ugly 
head. No sooner has one parliamen
tary onslaught been successfully 
overcome, but what a new so-called 
animal welfare lobby starts an anti
shechita whisper campaign. which in 
no time finds its way to the front 
pages of the national media. 

There are two factors that have ex
acerbated the issue in the United King
dom in recent years. One is the 
evergrowlng strength and aggressive
ness of the "pro-animal" lobby. It 
started from relatively small begmnings 
and now complises close to a million 
sympatlllzers. And. as a senior politi
cian said to me recently: "No political 
person can ignore a million votes ... 

The second is the growing en
trenchment of the United Kingdom 
within the European Community, 
whose laws are having a notable im
pact on Blitish life and its legislative 
system. \Vhereas in the past, an anti
shechitacampaign in Brttain could be 
contained by lobbying among Brttish 
politicians. Church leaders and a va
riety of commercial and environmen
tal interests, the "catchment area" has 
now been extended to assume enor
mous proportions. For instance, 
Greece. Spain and Portugal, which are 
membersofE.C., havenoJewishcon
stituency to speak of, and have no 
need to adjust their policies to accom
modate a Jewish electorate. Yet they 
and numerous other European coun-

tries have a forceful voting base within 
the new European Establishment. 

Constant vigilance at the Euro
pean level therefore becomes tmpera
tive in our effort to avoid any serious 
upset on the shechita front. 

Dual Challenge in Britain 

F:r us in Brltain, this has pre
sented a dual challenge. For 
the past two to three years. the 

very powerful and influential "animal 
lover" lobby has been pressuling the 
Government either to outlaw shechita 
altogether or at least to limit and stig
matize it to such an extent that it be
come impractical. For the benefit of 
overseas readers, I should explain 
that U.K. legislation prohibits the 
slaughter of animals unless they are 
pre-stunned. The law. however. has 
a specific exclusion clause for ani
mals "slaughtered by Jews for the 
consumption by Jews, and Moslems 
for the consumption by Moslems." 

A massive attack on shechita 
lights in Blitain was launched in the 
late 'SO's and early "90-s by the Farm 
Animal Welfare Council (FAWC). This 
Government Agency, responsible to 
advise on animal welfare, has no Jew
ish representation and is strongly bi
ased against shechita This Council 
was determined to ··go forthe kill" and 
recommended that shechita without 
re-stunning should be outlawed. As 
an alternative, it recommended that 
all meat slaughtered by a religious 
method should be clearly marked. 
This has particular bearing on hind
quarter meat. which is sold on the 
non-Jewish market. The effect of 
such legislation would have been the 
cessation of shechita, as "labelling·· 
would have stigmatized meat to such 
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For the past two to three years, the very powerful 

and influential "animal lover" lobby has been 

pressuring the Government either to outlaw shechita 
altogether or at least to limit and stigmatize it to such 

an extent that it become impractical. 

an extent that Gentiles would not 
have purchased it, with the result 
that the plice of Kosher forequarter 
meat would have become so exorbi
tant that most Jewish housewives 
would not have been able to afford it. 

Anglo-Jewish representative orga
nizations lobbied government minis
ters, with the result that the FAWC 
recommendations-including that 
demanding labelling-were thrown 
out, with one exception: the Govern
ment insisted that the rotating re
straining pen, holding the animal 
whilst shechita is performed, be out
lawed, and be substituted with a pen 
that keeps the animal in an uprtght 
position (shechita m'umedes). Al
though some OrthodoxRabbonlmex
pressed their qualms over this en
forced change, the leading Rabbin
ates, including that of the Union of 
Orthodox Hebrew Congregations, 
have given it their approval. 

All was well, then, on the shechita 
front until the European agitators 
raised their heads, and tried to 
achieve in Europe what they failed to 
achieve in Blitain. 

A European Shechita Board was 
established, which very actively and 
effectively maintained contact with 
leading politicians in Brussels and 
Strasburg, explaining the humane-
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ness of shechita and highlighting the 
hypocrisy-reminiscent of Hitler's 
Germany in 1933-which promotes 
imaginary animal rtghts at the ex
pense of human lights. After many 
months of negotiations, the E.C. Com
mission decided not to impose any re
strtctions on shechita and to allow ev
ery country to decide for itself the 
mode of animal slaughter. TIJ.is con
firmed the status quo, and satisfied 
the Jewish communities all over 
Europe .... But it did not satisfy the 
"animal lovers." At a recent meeting of 
the E.C. Agrtcultural Committee, they 
again introduced four anti-shechita 
amendments which were defeated. 

Under the Wire 

t a plenary meeting of the Eu
ropean Parliament, which 
took place early in July of this 

year-minutes before the closure 
time for new amendments-four anti
shechita amendments were handed 
in, signed by 22 M.E.P's. 

The debate took place on Monday, 
July 6, and whereas the substantive 
anti-shechita amendments were de
feated, theonerequirtnglabellingofrttu
ally slaughtered meat was carrted by 
172 votes to 56. 'This could have devas
tating consequences, if put into effect. 

'The redeeming feature of this-sad 
story is that the European Parliament 
has no executive powers. These are 
vested in the all-powerful Commis
sion and there is a long procedure be
fore the subject will appear again on 
its agenda. Duling this time much 
explanatory work has to be under
taken at E.C. Government level and 
one has to muster all one's optimism 
and maximum bitachon that ultimate 
success will be achieved. 

What a sad reflection that Euro
pean legislators are still blinded by an 
imaginary love of animals, which is 
rooted in the Nazi text books and pro
paganda machine, which caused so 
much horror and bloodshed to hu
manity in Europe of half a century 
ago! • 

Unde Moishy, 
Mordechai Ben David, 
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T:e major obstacle to be sur
mounted in attempting to 
bring Torah to the Jews of the 

former Soviet Union is the ignorance 
and suspicion bordering on hostility 
toward religion that they harbor, the 
legacy of three generations of Com
munist rule and indoctrination. Once 
this shell is penetrated and the pintele 
Yid, deep within, is reached, the re
sponse can be overwhelming. As dif
ficult as this scenario can be, it can 
also be extremely rewarding. 

Recently, a new factor has entered 
the scene, which makes the picture 
much more difficult: the active pres
ence of Reform Judaism in Moscow. 
('lbis phenomenon was described in 
the articles by Rabbi Pinchas 
Goldschmidt, Rav of Moscow, and 
Rabbi Yaakov Bleich, Rav of Kiev, in 
JO, Jan. '92.)NowtheJewinMoscow 
searching for his roots, may instead 
encounter the shallow substitute of a 
Judaism without Sinai. In some set
tings, Reform representatives may 
camouflage their extreme departures 
from tradition, but if you should 
think that this has happened in Rus
sia, the evidence is to the contrary. 

Last March, a small leadership 
group of the World Union for Progres
sive Judaism (read: Reform) went on 
a "mission to Moscow," under the di~ 
rection of the Union's President 
Donald Day and Executive Director 
Rabbi Richard G. Htrsch. Thetr main 
purpose was to examine the current 
status and the potential of the build-
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Reform Judaism 
Com s to Moscow 

\. 

ing which the Mos
cow municipality 
had granted their 
"Congregation 
Hineini." Mrs. Richard 
Scheuer, who was a 
member of this mission. 
kept a chatty. informal 
12-page journal of their 
experiences during their 
week in Moscow. In addition 'i\I . 
to visits to museums, GUM de- \ \· .. .: 
pariment store, the theater, and \"I\\\ 
choice restaurants, there were '\\. 
some serious concerns on their ~ · 
agenda. She writes: ) 

The city authorities have given{ 
the congregation a building : 

', ! 
\ 

for 49 years, subject to certain ' 
conditions. The building is in an ' , , 
excellent location near the ring l \~· 
road and Malaya Bronnaya. Dick ~ 
mrsch explains that the authori-
ties agreed to the lease in com-
pensation for rescinding an ear
lier offer to turn over a former 
Jewish synagogue (the Poliakoff 
Synagogue) for Hinelnl's use. 

The government is in the pro
cess of turning over church and 
other religious properties to the 
religious organizations that for
merly owned them. Returning 
synagogues to Jewish groups is 
part of this policy, but there Is 
much dispute over who is en
titled to what property. The 
Lubavltcher forces have arrived 
in Russia and are proselytizing, 
wherever they meet Jews. The 
Orthodox rabbi of the major Or
thodox synagogue in Moscow has 

launched a nasty attack on Re
form Judaism, and Dick Hirsch 
enclosed in our packets a clip
ping in which the Orthodox 
leader, Rabbi Pinchas Gold
schmidt, condemned the Reform 
movement as "spiritual imperial
ism" and urged Russian Jewry 
not to recognize it as an authen
tic form of Judaism. Goldschmidt 
further called on the govern
ments of the new CIS states not 
to return pre-revolutionary reli
gious buildings to any groups 
other than the Orthodox. After 
the offer on the Pollak.off syna
gogue was withdrawn, Dick 
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This is indeed a unique 
moment in Moscow's 
history. The question of 
who will determine the 
spiritual destiny of the 
Jews of Moscow-and 
all of the CIS, for that 
matter-is up for grabs. 

Hirsch and his colleagues located 
another building with claim to 
former "Jewish" use. It once, in 
its history. served as a Jewish 
music school. The problem is
can the building be converted for 
the congregation's needs? 

(After exploring the building 
that the municipality is making 
available to Congregation 
Hineini,J ... our cars were waiting 
and drove us to the site of the fa
mous Moscow McDonald's for 
lunch. Dick and I were not the 
only ones for whom this would be 
the first McDonald's hamburger, 
ever! Our visit in preparation for 
meeting Mr. George Co hon, the 
Canadian who is head of Moscow 
McDonald's, Dick Hirsch had 
been meeting with Mr. Cohon and 
hoped that he would offer advice 
and support to the Hineini 
project ... Buoyed by fries and 
hamburgers, we returned to the 
hotel. 

And then there was Shabbos in 
Moscow: 

The Hineini congregation con
ducts a service on Erev Shabbat 
at the Dom Kutltury Automobol
istov. It shares the space with 
other ethnic and cultural groups, 
and as we mounted the stairs, we 
passed through a huge room de
voted to a dlsco ... Buffeted by this 
assault on the ears, we found the 
congregation. some 60-70 people 
jammed into a room. The service 
was conducted by Zinovy Kogan 
with the enthusiastic assistance 
of two women cantors. Some of it 
was in Hebrew, but much of it was 
Russian. Bella [Mrs. Richard 
Hirschi said later that she found 
this very large indeed; she had 
never heard the service spoken or 
chanted in her native tongue. 
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The congregants seemed rela
tively young; many couples, 
some with children ..... 

We all convened later at a well
known Russian restaurant. the 
Slavianski Bazar. The group met 
in a large private room which was 
lavishly decorated in the Russian 
folk style. Dignitaries from the 
city government, the congrega
tion and Jewish groups joined us 
and there were lots of toasts, 
blessings and greetings .... 

On Saturday morning. we set 
out for the major Orthodox syna
gogue in Moscow, at the Moscow 
Central Synagogue on Archipova 
Street ... Rabbi Goldschmidt en
countered Dick Hirsch during the 
services and invited him to meet 
when it was over. While some of 
the men were waiting to meet 
with the Rabbi, Bella, Menachem 
and I took one of the cars and 
drove around a bit. 

On Purim we met with Dr. 
Michael Chlenov, VAAD coordi
nator and Dr. Roman Spector, 
another V AA.D leader. Dr. 
Chlenov is an anthropologist, an 
expert on the Russian Jewry and 
the issues facing it ..... Chlenov 
said that the current scene in 
Russia resembled a veritable 
"Klondike," with every conceiv
able Jewish organization from Is
rael and the United States pros
pecting for influence and con
verts. The VAAD is committed to 
pluralism for all the Jewries in 
the new CIS; it wants to build a 
creative, indigenous Jewish life 
within the new countries. It has 
worked together with the World 
Union toward this goal. Unfortu
nately, both Misnagdim and 
Hasidim are united against the 
Reform movement, and against 
the VAAD as well. 

And then the farewell on Wednes
day: 

We tried to thank Dick and 
Bella for their indefatigable en
thusiasm and unfailing aid in all 
manner of situations and that 
they had done a fantastic job of 
introducing us to Moscow, to 
the new Jewish community 
struggling to take root there, 
and affording us a glimpse of 
this unique moment in the 
city's history. 

This is indeed a unique n1oment in 
Moscow's history. The question of 
who will determine the spilitual des
tiny of the Jews of Moscow-and all 
of the CIS, for that matter-is up for 
grabs. With active Orthodox involve-

ment. the future of this community 
can be with those who celebrate Jew
ish life in keeping with the guidelines 
of Torah, in synagogues and study
halls; in short, those who keep Juda
ism alive. Or it can be with those 
whose Jewishness is experienced in 
houses of worship conceived in 
McDonald's and the Slavianski 
Bazar, and in egalitarian services led 
by women cantors-those leading 
their "flock" to a dead end. 

It may seem to be a matter of who 
makes the greater investment of time. 
money. talent and effort.They may 
have the flnancial edge. but we have 
the resources of Torah and-hope
fully-the talent and mesiras nefesh 
lo teach it. • 

~ ::,~::,~ 

~ AUntORS & ~RTISTS ~ 

authors and artists to submit 
manuscripts and artwork for 
evaluation We seek manu· 

' scripts in all areas of Judaica 'I 
fJ publishing with originality, ' 

creativity and high Hterary 
standard. Our editors develop 
and highlight the individuality 
of the author and our graphics 
department gives each book 

t its own identity. 
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tterst~e r 
HELPING "THE CHILDLESS 

POOR" IN BALTIMORE 

To the Editor: 
In June. 1989. The Jewish Ob· 

server distinguished itself by publish
ing 'The Lifestyles of the Childless 
Poor," and then following it up with 
some touching and instructive letters 
on the topic (Dec. '89). 

Among the paths pursued by 
childless couples is consultation at 
fertility clinics. 

The infertile Orthodox couple pre
sents a particularly unique situation, 
because methods of diagnosis and 
therapy in In Vitro Fertilization (!VF) 
must accommodate halachic man· 
dates. Therefore. each advance in re
productive technology must take the 
couple's religious and medical needs 
into serious consideration. 

4916 15th Ave., B'klyn. N.Y. 11219 
(718) 854-2911 

I thought that it would be of inter
est to your readers to learn that. in 
anticipation of these requirements, 
Sinai Hospital of Baltimore discussed 
every aspect of its new !VF program 
with appropriate Orthodox commu · 
nity leaders. including Rabbi Samuel 
Vitsick. chaplain of Sinai Hospital 
and Rabbi Moshe Heinemann. of 
Agudath Israel of Baltimore. In a pre
opening inspection of the !VF labora
tory, the committee members were 
given a detailed review of the 
program's methods and procedures. 
The members were satisfied that 
agreed-upon protocols and proce· 
dures are consistent with halacha. 

We believe that we are one of the 
first hospitals in the country to take 
such steps while the lab was still be· 
ing planned. 

PAUL UMANSKY, 
Manager. Public Relations 
Sinai Hos pit.al of Baltimore 

Baltimore. MD. 

MORE ON THE ORIGIN OF THE 
TERM "DAAS TORAH' 

To the Editor: 
Rabbi Yaakov Feitman's trenchant 

review of Daas Torah (JO May 1992) 
requtres one correction. He cites Prof. 
Gershon Bacon as attributing the ori· 

lt•\l:J::fi< 
CLINICAL.PsYCHOLOG!.ST 

DR.BENZION 
SOROTZXQN 

N.Y. STAT£ LICENSED 
ADULTS 

AND 
CHILDREN 

(718) 219--386'1' 

gins of the term Daas Torah. in its 
contemporary meaning, as signifying 
the authority of gedolei Torah in all 
matters. to "the early leaders of 
Agudath Yisroel." 

To my knowledge the earliest use 
of Daas Torah in its contemporary 
meaning was in 1883 by the gaon 
Rabbi Ylsroel Salanter. founder of the 
Musar movement, in a letter. written 
just a few weeks before Reb Ylsroel 
died, to Rabbi Yaakov Lipschutz, the 
secretary of Rabbi Yltzchok Elchanan 
Spektor, Kovna Rav. Reb Ylsroel re
ferred to his son-in-law holding acer
tain unspecified opinion on a com
munal matter, but formally nullify1ng 
his opinion in favor of Reb Yisroel's 
"Daas Torali'. (mevatel da'ato mipnei 
da'ati, da'as Torah). This letter is to 
be found in Iggeros u·Michtavim, ed. 
Shraga Wilman (Brooklyn. 1970). let -
ter #62. p. 70. 

Reb Yisroel also uses "Daas Torah" 
in one of his undated letters. but its 
use there is not necessarily in the 
contemporary sense. The undated 
letter is in Ohr Yisroel. ed. Rabbi 
Yitzchak Peterberger (Vilna. 1900). 
letter #7, p.53. 

Was Reb Yisroel's use of the term 
Daas Torah passed to early leaders of 
Agudath Israel? There is ctrcumstan
tial evidence that it was: 

One: Rabbi Lipschutz, the recipi
ent of Reb Ylsroel's letter. was active 
as a pioneer in the Agudath Israel 
Movement. from its early days when 
it was known as Knesses Yisroel. 
through the founding conference in 
Katowitz in 1912. He was also in
volved in the Agudah publications. 
Levanon and Madia. This would 
make him a logical conduit for pass
ing this term from Reb Yisroel to 
Agudath Israel. 

PERSONAL 
PROBLEMS? 

Call the 
Yitti Leibel 
Help-Line 

(718) HELP-NOW 
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Two: A confidant of Reb Yisroel 
during his stay in Germany was 
Rabbi Dr. Naphtali Ehrmann. whose 
son, Dr. Solomon Ehrmann, was an 
early leader of Agudah. Perhaps the 
term was passed from Reb Yisroel to 
his confidant, who passed it to his 
son. 

Three: Rabbi Chaim Ozer 
Grodzenski, an early leader of 
Agudath Israel who used the term 
"Daas Torah," married Reb Yisroel 
Salanter's granddaughter. ln fact. the 
shidduch look place right around the 
time ofReb Yisroel's letter of 1883, in 
which the expression was used. Reb 
Yisroel refers to his son-in-law. but 
does not name him. The context, 
however. strongly suggests that it was 
Rabbi Eliyahu Eliezer Grojenski, a 
dayan in Vilna whose daughter it was 
that Reb Chaim Ozer martied. The 
term might have been common in the 
communications between Reb.Yisroel 
and his son-in-law, and naturally 
passed to the grandson-in-law Reb 
Chaim Ozer. 

Back-dating contemporary mean
ing of the term Daas Torah by some 
30 years does not detract from Rabbi 
Feitman's thesis, but only strength
ens it. As in many areas. Reh Yisroel 
was ahead of his time in "recogniz(ing] 
the need for Torah interpretation of 
sWifUy moving events." 

RABBI HILLEL Goumrnc 
Denver, Colorado 

Rabbi Goldberg, editor of the lntennounlain ,Jew· 
L<>lt News. has written three books on the Musar 
n1ovcnwnt. indudin~ the recc>ntly wkased 11/wni· 

naling the Genemlions: l•)vm Ifie Mi<:ldos f.!f tlw Pa· 
1rtard1s and !he Matriarchs to the Mussar17iiukers 

q(OiirTime(Ar!Scroll. 1992). 

MORE VIGILANCE TO PROTECT 
TRADmONAL BRIS MlLl1 

To the Editor: 
In the April '92 J .0., Ben 

Abraham, R.N. rightfully warned in a 
letter to the editor of the groWing anti
circumcision network, which has 
been expanding and actively trying to 
prevent the performance of routine 
circumcision in the U.S. on the 
grounds that it is barbaric, unneces~ 
sary and risky. They have tried to in
fluence major medical societies and 
insurance companies, and they've 
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used the TV networks and national 
radio to spread their message. This 
negative publicity about bris has 
taken a great toll among less-affili
ated expectantJeWish couples. 

In an effort to counter the anti-cir
cumcision rhetoric, the 'Tradition!" 
project was developed in 1987 by 
Rabbi Yehoshua Krohn, a certified 
mohel from New York. Its goal is to 
disseminate Torah-tnie information 
about bris via a host of educational 
means: a broadcast quality video en
titled "Circumcision? or Bris! Sur
gery? or Simcha!" (VHS & PAL), a pro
fessionally written informational 
booklet, presentations to Hebrew 
schools and adult education pro
grams and a national toll free "800" 
telephone line for information. 
Gedolei HaTorah have endorsed the 
program. 

'Tradition!" highlights the advan
tages of bris over medical circumci
sion. It seeks to actively disseminate 
the pro-bris info available from a mul
titude of authors and to have the sub
ject included in outreach curricula for 
the assimilated and for new in1n1i
grants. Current evidence of the health 
benefits is made available. But. above 
all. it is stressed that bris rnila is not 
simply a n1inor medical procedure 
that Will go in and out of fashion: it is 
our tradition, our heritage. We must 
work together to preserve it! 

C.R.Moss. RN. 
Balttrnore. MD. 
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