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Based on an address by
the Novominsker
Rebbe, Rabbi Yaakov
Perlow X "0"2v,at the

recent national

convention of Agudath
Israel of America

Inspiring Love

For Hashem

Through Our
Actions

I. THE CRITERIA FOR
SELF-JUDGMENT

obligation to cause the Name
of Heaven to be more loved
through our actions?”

This is not a question that one can
answer with a simple “yes” or "no,” for
the question relates to the entire To-
rah community as it exists today-—
how we live, how we educate our chil-
dren. what the hopes and dreams of
parents and children are, and what
means Jews employ to attain their
goals in life.

Moreover, the question is phrased
in a way that leaves the impression
that we are not meeting the challenge.
To accept that implication, and then
to be forced to explain how and why
we are not meeting the challenge, is a
most unfair assessment of our pre-
cious Torah community. And I might
also add, that the annual conventions
of Agudath Israel—gatherings to hear
divrei Torah and divrei mussar, where
several thousand people seek to be
admonished and uplifted and in-
spired to higher Torah challenges—
are in themselves a public kiddush
Sheim Shamayim that reflect a yearn-
ing {or higher values, and a quest for
direction in how to achieve and main-
tain higher standards in Yiddishkeit,
how to rectify our shortcornings. how
to polish our rough edges, and how to
improve our lives.

But the directive t'hei Sheim
Shamayim misaheiv al yadecha in-
volves much more. Everyone is familiar
with Rashis commentary on the verse
Vahavta U'ref’'acha kamocha (Vayilaa
19.18). drawn from Toras Kohanim
{chapter 45}, “R Akiva says, Thisisa idal
gadol b'Torah, afundamental rule inthe
Torah’'s worldview.” But, later in the
same passage in Toras Kohanim, Ben
Azzai states that the verse “Zeh sefer
toldos Adarmn” (Bereishis 5,1) reflects an
even more fundamental rule. The com

“I s our cormmunity fullfilling its

The Noveminsker Rebbe. a member of the
Moetzes Gedolel HaTorah {Council of Torah Sages)
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Noveminsk-Kol Yehuda, in Brooklyn. This essay
was prepared for publicalion by Rabbi Zvi Boruch
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Israei of Ulinois. His article, "Checking the Creden-
tials of Tzeddaka Solicitors,” was featured in JO.
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mentaries explain the words of Ben
Azzai as referring o the end of the verse,
“b'yom b'ro Eloldm Adlam bidmus Elolam
asa oso™—~that G-d made man in His
image, and it is this that Ben Azzai ar-
gues takes precedence as the basicidea
in Torah thought, the “klal gadol”

Actually, the concept that man is
created in the Divine image is set out
in a variety of verses that appear ear-
lier in the Torah, such as: “*Na'aseh
Adam b'tzalmeinu Iddemuseime—let
us make man in our image”
(Bereishis 1,26); or: “Vayivra Elokim
es ha'Adam b’'tzalmo—and G-d
made man in His image” (Bereishis
1,27). Why then would Ben Azzai, in
referring to this coneept, cite a verse
four chapters later?

Perhaps the explanation of Ben
Azzai's statement in Toras

of Ben Azzai: the story of one’s life
must be a sefer Torah.

This, then, is the question that ev-
ery individual raust ask himself, if he
is to properly analyze whether “the
Name of Heaven is being more loved
through his actions” What kind of a
sefer Torah am [ writing with my life?
For when one leaves this world, the
Gemora tells us (Avoda Zara 17b)
“gevilin nisrafim-—the parchment is
burned, [but still] osios porchos
b’'avir—the letters remain to arise
skyward.” These letters represent the
eternity of our neshamos, our souls.
All the letters and words and verses
in our own sefer Torah, which, as
Ramban teaches us, are all combina-
tions of the names of Hashem, all

. these Divine Names should permeate

this manner, what will people say
about him? “Fortunate is his father,
who taught him Torah! Fortunate is his
rabbi, who taught him Torah! Woe to
those who do not learrt Torah! He who
learned Torah, how pleasant are his
ways, how refined are his actions!”
About him the Navi says, (Yishayahu
49.3) “And He said to me, You are my
servarid, Yisroel, inwhom I amglorified”
{Yoma 86a).

11 assessing our image as a Torah
Icommunity. I would suggest that

we see a mixed, imperfect picture;
a picture with a great deal of light but
also containing dark shadows.

First, il is a healthy sign of a ma-
ture person and a mature community
to engage in self-criticism. But before
we criticize, we must first appreciate
the background that puts that criti-

cism into proper context.

Kohanimrefers to a differ-
ent concept. Rather than
referring to the end of the
verse, Ben Azzai indeed is
referring 1o the words at
the beginning of the
verse, “Zeh sefer toldos
Adam.” According to the
explanation of the
Ramban, the word “sefer”
refers to the sefer Toral.
To Ben Azzai, the verse is
telling us that it is in the
Torah that we can find toldos Adam,
the reflection of human existence in
all its complexity.

But Ben Azzal also saw in these
words an implicit obligation: just as
the Torah reflects our life, so must we
Live a life that reflects the Torah. A
Torah consisis of parchment with let-
ters; the days and years of our lives
form the parchment of our sefer To-
rah, while the mitzvos and the
maasirm tovim that we do, each ac-
cording to his own capabilities, are
the letters and words written on the
parchment of our lives.

When one lives an entire life, he
has completed his “sefer Torah.” The
story of his life, his “foldos Adam,” is
either a kosher sefer Torah, or G-d
forbid, one unfit for use. Ifhe has ful-
filled rnitzvos and ma'asim tovim, he
has written kosher letters with alil the
taws of hiddur, of scribal beauty; but
if he lived a life far from Torah, it is as
if he has erased some of the Divine
names in his Torah. This is the “idal”
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Every individual must ask himself, if he is
to properly analyze whether “the Name
of Heaven is being more loved through his
actions”: What kind of a sefer Torah am |
writing with my life2

the atmosphere, illuminating not
only our life, but society’s status as
well.... The klal gadol of Ben Azzai is
nothing other than the recognition
that all people, all space, and all hu-
manity is meant to give testimony to
the truth of the eternal oneness of
G-d as proclaimed by His unique
people, Israel. To the extent that our
lives are an example of kavod
Shamayim, to that extent have we
passed the test of “t'hei Sheim
Sharnayim misaheiv al yadecha.”

II. TAKING STOCK OF OUR
STRENGTHS

We learned in a Braissa: “Vahavia
es Hashem Elokecha—And you shall
love Hashem your G-d” (Devarim 6,5):
{This implies] that the Name of Heaven
shoudd be mare loved through your ac-
tions. You should study and serve
talmidei chachamim, yowr business
dealings shouid be performed with hon-
esty, your speech should be in a pleas-
ant tone. And if one conducts himselfin

If, indeed, we would not
have grown into a com-
munity that is so invelved
in Torah study and service
of Torah scholars, we
could not engage in intro-
spection, assessing our-
selves whether we have
perhaps not fulfilled our
obligations regarding t'hei
Sheim Shamayim
misaheiv al yadecha. In-
deed, the critique would
be that much deeper, that much
worse, that much more serious.
Rather, it is specifically because of
our growth that our responsibility is
that much greater. It is a result of our
success as a Torah community that
we can demand from ourselves that
the Name of Heaven should be all the
more deeply and profoundly loved
throughout the world by our actions.
Thus, we must first appreciate the ac-
complishments of our community,
and in so doing, we must offer thanks
and praise to the Almighty, if we are
to criticize ourselves and identify our
shortcomings.

Second, we may not overlook the
fact that, indeed, our community has,
in the last twenty or thirty years, defi-
nitely succeeded in promoting the
idea that the Name of Heaven be more
beloved. One need only consider the
many projects of tzeddalca and out-
reach, largely ignored before, and not
practiced today in similar measure by
any other segment of the Jewish

b
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population. Is there any group, any-
where in American Jewish society to-
day, that is involved in bilcur cholim in
the way that our devoted women are?
Is there any other group in American

who are in the trenches, who are on
the frontiers of Torah Yiddkishieit in
the “out-of-town” communities, have
succeeded over the years in reshap-
ing the lives of thousands of Jews,

phrase the Gemora, in extolling the
integrity, the honesty, and the virtues
of the American Agudat. The debt of
thanks that we all owe is boundless.

IH. IMPERFECT

Jewish society that cares
for its needy with the de-
gree of sensitivity as do
the countless
charity or-

ganiza-
tions for
hachnosas

kalla, medical .
needs, and the
needs of orphans and wid-
ows that exist in our
midst? Is there any other
group in America today
that operates communal
EMergency rescle services
with the same intensity of
self-sacrifice as do the
members of the Hatzolah
emergency organizations? Is there
any other group that cares for the

spiritual and the physical welfare of

Russian Jews, here and in Russia, as
much as our Torah community?
Have other Jewish groups founded a
single day-school, secondary or even
elementary school, for Russian Jew-
ish children? It's simply not known
that the several thousand Russian
Jewish children who are being edu-
cated in the six or seven institutions
in the New York City area are being
cared for almost exclusively by our
commumity’s lay leaders, over-worked
and over-burdened as they are.

In kiruw recholcirn, in cutreach, it is
the products of our yeshivos and our
Kollelim, our rabborim, our laymern,
who have succeeded in bringing back
thousands to the derech Hashem,
with warmth, concern and goodness.
The teachers and educators of our
day, the most under-appreciated
group in our commurity, who have
sacrificed their lives and forsworn any
degree of affluence only for the sake
of perpetuating Torah and the tradi-
tion of our forefathers—these people,
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We may not overlook the fact that,
indeed, our community has, in the last
twenty or thirty years, definitely
succeeded in promofing the idea

that the Name of Heaven be more

beloved. One need

only consider the

many projects of

hundreds upon hundreds of Jewish
families. Is this not t’hei Sheim
Shamayim misaheiv al yadecha?
And finally, we are gathered as
members of an organization that is
the home for Torah. for mitzvos, and
for holiness, an organization that car-
ries the holy name, Agudath Israel.
Anyone [amiliar with the work of
Agudath Israel, anyone in the halls of
government, anyone who really
knows the degree of successful
shtadlonus Agudath Israel has devel-
oped in the last 40 years—not only in
terms of the benefits that we have
reaped, as individuals and institu-
tions, as Torah Jews, but for the ad-
miration and respect and reverence
that the Agudath Israel representa-
tives have gained in the gentile
world—anyone aware of all of this
cannoi help but marvei at the
kiddush Sheim Shamayim these ef-
forts have achieved. Those of us who
are farniliar with these ongoing efforts
and resulis have seen the non-dew-
ish community in Washington sing a
continuous song, “Boruch Hashem
Eloket Shimon ben Shetach.” to para-

tzeddaka and outreach,
largely ignored before,

and not practiced today in similar
measure by any other segment of the
Jewish population.

MEMBERS OF AN
IMPERFECT WORLD

his still is, however, an
imperfect world. And
we, too, are an imper-

fect community.

First, we must know that
implicit in the obligation to
cause the Name of Heaven to
be more loved through our
actions is the obligation not
to have the Name of Heaven
desecrated through those
actions. In that connection, |
deem it imperative that I
herewith register a strong
mecha’a (protest) against an
English-language weekly
newspaper, which reaches a
vast number of homes. Inre-
cent weeks, this paperhada
hand in steering through Al-
bany a so-called "Get Law,”
ostensibly crafted for the aid
of agunos, women who are
halachically prohibited from remarry-
ing by recalcitrant husbands. The
gedolei haposikim{leading authorities
in halacha) in Eretz Yisroel have ruled
that any get given under the duress
of this Get Law has a suspicion of be-
ing invalid as a "get me'usa.” a forced
get. This paper has been carrying on
a slander campaign against the daas
Torah of these gedolei Eretz Yisroel int
a most ugly manner, going so far as
to ridicule their psaic. A grave halacha
she’eila is thus cavalierly being de-
cided by this newspaper! Blind sup-
port of this bill treats this—an issue
of utmost severity, dealing with the
holiness of the marital relationship,
the holiness of the nation—in a most
improper and imprudent manner.

We must recognize that the chilld
Hashem here is tremendous. First of
all—in the words of Rabbi Shlomo
Zalimam Auerbach, R"oow—this law is
not a takana (remedy), it is a sakana
{danger). Second of all, it is a case of
“megelah panim b'Torah shelo
ihalacha,” defying Torah law in a
brazen manner, virtually trampling
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on the Torah. Third, this shame in-
flicted on the Torah, this ridicule of
Rabbanarn—these towering figures
from Eretz Yisroel—is so severe, that
it calls for a vehement protest from
each and every one of us.

In yet another issue, the travesty
of justice in the Lemrick Nelson case
has aroused us all to indignation,
pain, and protest. But that indigna-
tion is most dangerous if'it is allowed
to go unchecked. If the language used

in protesting against the behavior of ‘

government officials, whether con-
cerning the situation in Crown
Heights or the loan guarantees for Is-
rael, is abusive and inflammatory—
such as branditg government offi-
cials as murderers, racists or anti-
semites, or generally vilifying them-—
such remarks are the opposite of t'hei
Sheim Shamayim misaheiv al
yadecha, and can even put our com-
munity at great risk.

If Jewish leaders, spokesmen, and
the popular media purport to repre-
sent the feelings of our community,
they must draw the line between pro-
test and hysteria, between indigna-
tion and dangerous speech. They
must comport themselves with dig-
nity and discretion, with a clear
mind—and they must seek

Koheles (12,10): “kasuw yosher divrel
emes-—~words of truth written with
straightness, with righteousness.”

As it is with a sefer Torah, whose
words of emes must be written with
straightness, so too, the words of our
sefer Torah, the actions of our lives,
must be endowed with a straight-
ness, with a righteousness, and not
be “krum,” crooked. Qur acts “for
Heaven's sake” need also be endowed
with righteousness and purity, with
truth and uprightness. We dare not
see Jewish names or names of Jew-
ish institutions associated with false-
hood, thievery, or fraud. nor with
chilltd Hashem. How shameful it is to
hear from others—whether they be
Jews of non-Jews—"How corrupt are
the deeds of so-and-so who studied
Torah, how revolting are his actions!”
Our community’s greatest challenge
is to guard ourselves from this type of
chillu! Hashem.

IV. CONCERN OVER MISUSE OF
OUR LEGAL SYSTEM

raise an issue that requires our
serious attention and that bears
directly on the challenge before us at

I deem it extremely important to

Orthodox Jews and sorme Orthodox
lawyers to defame and vilify the sa-
cred institution of hatei din b’Yisroel,
of Jewish ecclesiastic courts. Not only
do people refuse to respond to a sum-
mons from such courts, not only do
people refuse to obey the decisions of
these courts, but they resort to secu-
lar courts, before and after a din To-
rah, in the process destroying the
credibility and prestige of the Jewish
legal system,

The following quotation {rom a
brief submitted by an Orthodox law-
yer on behalf of his client, seeking to
upset a p'sak din of a duly-consti-
tuted beis dinof talmidei chacharmim,
says more than my descriptive
phrases: “I am now no longer under
the thumb of a biased. corrupt, un-
fair, and fraudulent beth din.,” 1t is
well-known that secular judges are
shocked at the extent to which Ortho-
dox Jews will go to undermine the de-
cision of a beis din, up to and includ-
ing poison pen lefters against
rabbonim. This is a tremendous
chillul Hashem.

In a somewhat different situation,
a husband suing for a civil divorce re-
fused to give his wife a get. This man’s
lawyer, an Orthodox Jew, testified

upon examination by the

Torah guidance. And our To-
rah community must let
them know, one way or the
other, that it will not tolerate
statements that incite non-
Jews, There are Torah guide-

lines for such situations, and
we have been witness to fhey must d!’GW
statements and actions that H
are an affront to our tradition the lme beiween
and worldview. p rotest cmd

In the laws concerning the .
writing of the sefer Torah, the hysi'erlq , beiween
halacha states that one is not

allowed to write any letter, no
matter how well-formed and
beautifully inscribed, without

first making a guideline in the . .

S e e, Must comport themselves with dignity

tate thesmoothwritingofthe  and| dliscretion, with a clear mind—and ~ degrees
aiter 15

entire line. Only after etching
the line, can one begin to
write a sefer Torah. This law
requiring a previous guideline

is a halacha 'Moshe m'Sinai, a stat- | all times. “t’hei Sheim Shamayim

ute presented to Moshe at Sinai, and
our sages cite a supporting verse from
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indignation and
dangerous speech. They

Bf Jewish leaders, spokesmen, and the
popular media purport to represent the
feelings of our community,

they must seek Torah guidance.

misaheiv al yadecha.” In recent years,

| it has become the practice of some

court that, “not all Orthodox
rabbis require a get to be
given before a woman re-
marries, and there have
been Orthodox rabbis who
perform such marriages,
even intermarriages....”

This from an Orthodox
lawyer, mind you. He even
subimitted a statement
by a Reform rabbi,
with three aca-
demic

name, assert-
ingthat”...inac-
cordance with the Talmudic
principle of dina d'maichusa dina, the
civil divorce is recognized not only civ-
illy but also religiously, and each party
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is free to remarry civilly and reli-
giously. . . ." Rachmana U'tzelan,

The corruption of unscrupulous
people, unfortunately shomrel
mitzva, has resulted in the desecra-
tion of the Almighty, the desecration
of the honor of the Torah, and the
desecration of the honor of the Jew-
ish People before the legal profession,
before the secular world.

Admittedly, the subject of batei
dinim today is a double-edged sword.
People have complaints about differ-
ent rabbonim, dayanim, borerim, and
to’anim (functionaries in the beis din}.
This is not the place to explore this
sensitive issue. Butd would like to re-
call for public consuinption how more
than twenty years ago, Rabbi Moshe
Feinstein, %', remarked in my pres-
ence that in these times it is
preferrable to go to a standing beis
din of three, in contrast to resorting
to borerus (where each party to the
dispute selects one judge, and the two
judges appoint a third}—a beis din of
zabla’a. Such courts, while well-
grounded in halacha, are subject to
many pressures and pitfalls, whereas
a totally neutral beis din, where none
of the individual members of the
court is chosen by either of the dis-
putants, is more likely to function
smoothly, and to arrive at judgments
in line with Torah principle,

Years ago, I had the merlt to sit on
a beis din with Rav Breuer, 31 and
yibodel 'chaim tovim, Rav Schwab,

rpYow in K'hal Adath Jeshururn. The

atmas hadin, respect for the Law, the
mora Shamayim, the fear of Heaven,
the trembling before the realization of
hamishpat UElokim hu (Devarim
1,17), that judgment is ultimately the
exclusive realm of the Almighty,
which prevailed in that beis din, was
simply overpowering. One could truly
sense the presence of G-d as Jews
came for a din Torah in that court.
Understandably, that beis din com-
manded the respect and the obedi-
ence of the litigants.

I would suggest that the time has
come for the leadership of the Torah
world, along with Agudath Israel, to
establish a high-level beis din
tzeddek. Made up of individuals with
the hightest credentials, talmidei
chachamim, both young and old,
these dayanim will alternate and

8
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and respect that din Torah requires.
Such a respected beis din will pro-
mote fulfillment of the verse,
“Tzeddek, tzeddek tirdof—Pursue
only justice” (Devarim 14,20), as our
sages have explained it: “haloch achar
beis din yafa—search after a worthy
court.” It would be fearless, just, and
dignified; it would win the allegiance
of the entire Torah community. More-
over, it would help reinstate kavod
Torah, emes, din, and shalom in our
midst. And it would certainly help us
alt fulfill “that the Name of Heaven be
made beloved through you.”

Whenever an Orthodox

Jew interacts with the gentile
world——in business, in the
professions, or in society at-
large—he represents Torah
Judaism as a whole, and he
is judged accordingly in the

- eyes of man and in the eyes

- of Gd.

V. AN EVER-PRESENT
OPPORTUNITY

’j l .'\he Shivchei HaBesht relates of
an incident when the Baal
Shem Tou was standing at the

amud, leading the services. Suddenly

he left the amud and went out of the
shul to the market, where he pur-
chased a wagonload of firewood from

a non-Jewish peddier. After the man

delivered the wood to shul, the Baal

Shem Touv paid him for the merchan-
dise, adding a few coins for the deliv-
ery, and then gave him a drink of
whisky. Overwhelmed by the Beshi's
generosity, the peddler shouted,
“Blessed is the G-d of the Jews! Had
a non-Jew pruchased the wood, he
wouldn't have given me anything ex-
tra for the delivery!”

Later, the talmidim of the Besht
asked him why he had interrupted his
davening for this foray into the mar-
ket. He explained in response that he
had sensed that there was an indict-
ment in the Heavens against the Jews

serve the community with the honor | of the villages for taking advantage of

. the non~Jewish peasants in their busi-

ness dealings. He was seeking a
means to negate this accusation, and
the wood peddler's vocal praise of the
Jews performed that task.

In keeping with the Baal Shem
Tov's teachings, that when one men-
tions criticisms of Klal Yisroel, one
should immediately mention their
merits, as well, ] offer an incident re-
garding one of the finest bnet Torah 1
know. When this young man is late
for work, he often takes a taxicab. He
has made it his practice to leave the
cab one block before his destination,
at a subway station, to allow the cab-

. bie to easily pick up another fare. Not
. long ago. another young Jew stepped

into the cab as the first one left. As he
entered, the Hispanic driver said, in
utter amazement at the kindness
shown to him, "Now I understand
why G-d chose the Jewish people!”
This story challenges us to realize
the truth—that the opportunity of
kiddush Shem Shamayim is present
at all times. It also reminds us about
a vital fact of which we should never
lose sight: that whenever an Ortho-
dox Jew interacts with the gentile
world—in business, in the profes-
sions, or in society at-large—he rep-
resents Torah Judaism as a whole,

. and he is judged accordingly in the

eves of man and in the eves of G-d.
We thus must aspire constantly, by
our lives, by our daily conduct, to
conform to the description of the
Gemora of one whose business deal-
ings are honest, whose speech is
pleasing and respectful: that it be
said of us—"Fortunate is his father
who taught him Torah, fortunate is
his rabbi who taught him Torah.”
May [ conclude on this positive
note: with all of our shortcomings,
we are nonetheless a holy people
who wish nothing more than to im-
prove in all areas of holiness, “to find
favor in the eyes of man and G-d.”
May the Almighty only see our posi-
tive traits and ignore our failings—
for it is the evil inclination that is the
cause of all our errors. Our only de-
sire is to do Hashents will. May He
help us fulfill this wish, so that the
verse can truly refer to all of us in
saying: “You are my servant, Yisroel,
in whom I am glorified.” l
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everal months ago, in response to a =

he'aflo (halachic query) presented by |
'Agudath Israel of America, the foremost
sepor poskim {halachic decisors) of today — |
Rabhi Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, shlita and
Rabbi Yosef Sholom Elyashiv, shlita — tssued
written teshuvos {responsa) stating that New
York's new 1992 “get law” presents serious
halachic concerns, and should not be permit-
ted to stand as enacted.

“From the moment it became clear that the
new get law did not enjoy a broad halachic con-
sensus, and in fact had generated considerable
hetdachic opposition, Agudath Israel of Amnerica
has endeavored 10 pursue a constructive reso-
lution of the very serious problems it raises.
Those endeavors are ongoing, and appear (o be
moving forward in a positive direction. We con- |
tinue to be haopeful that an acceptable resolu-
tion will be reached that will enjoy the broadest
possible base of authoritative halachic support.

“It must be recognized that the issue here |
concerns not the specific case of a particular |
individual, but a law that affects the entire re-
ligtous Jewish community. Any such law
must gain across-the-board support from re-
spected poskimof all circles. This indeed was
the approach that was followed before the in- |
troduction of the original New York get law —
which was enacted in 1983 and is totally un-
related to the new 1992 law. It is the ap-
proach to which aBl responsible parties who
truly seek to help alleviate the tragic plight of
agunos should be committed with respect to
any legislation in this highly sensitive and
complex area of halacha. |

“Agudath Israel deplores the mumerous mis- |
staternents of all kinds that have appeared in L
the press and elsewhere concerning this mat- ]

ter, as well as all other iiresponsible tactics that
are not directed at resolving the problem con-
structively,

“In particular, we are perturbed by efforts to
disparage the leading halachic authorities of
our time. Insinuations that these authorities
acted improperly in ruling on the issue because
of their lack of understanding of the English
language are not only incorrect; they are pro-
foundly offensive. Public accusations, such as
the charge that these universally respected
poskim improperly changed their viewpoint in
response to pressure exerted by opponents of
the law, are not only false; they attack the in-
tegrity of our greatest scholars. For the sake
of the honor of Torah and its sages, these types
of insinuations and accusations must sfop.

“We call upon all segments of the community
to cease and desist from Issuing inflammatory
statements that can only further exacerbate
tensjons over this issue, and make it more diffi-

! cult to resolve the problem constructively.”

Editor's Note:

In order to clarify the issues and circum-
stances surrounding the controversial new New
York “GetLaw”,

The Jewish Observer intends In a
forthcomintog edition to publish a full analy-
sts of the new law, Inchuding a review of the
teshuvos of the gedolei haposkim in
Yerushalayim and the role played by Agudath
Israel of America under the leadership of its
Moetzes Gedolel HaTorah. However, such an
analysis will await the outcome of the ex-
tremely sensitive, currently ongoing efforts to
resolve the problem cooperatively and con-
structively.
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Yonason Rosenblum

]

Electioneering in the Holy Land

L

e campaign for the positionof |
Chief Rabbi (Ashkenazi) of is-

rael is now winding up, with
the elections scheduled for the end of
February. For the first timme since the
creation of the State, the National Re-
ligicus Party (Mizrachij, which had al-
ways been pretty much able to pick
the Chief Rabbi, is not a member of
the government coalition, and the re-
sult has been the most open cam-
paign ever for the position.*
Unfortunately, the openness of the
campaign has not been a factor in in-
troducing honest debate to the pro-
cess. Instead, charges and counter-
charges concerning dirty tricks and
anonymous leaks to the press of

defamatory information—some of |

which would not have been out of
place in the most recent American
presidential campaign—have been

Yonason Rosenblum. a regular contributor to
these pages, is currently working on a full-length
blography of Rabbl Yaakov Kamenetzky, 21, and
is completing an English-language adaptation of
Aui Hayeshiva, a biography of Rabbi Chaim
Volozhin. both to be published by ArtScroll.
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N
glecting a Chief Rabbi
for Israel

. e

hurled back and forth by the rival
parties. Finally, the head of the elec-
tion board had to cali on the two lead-
ing candidates to conduct a cam-
paign benefiiting the office they seek.

As aresult of the rough and rowdy
campaign, whoever emerges victori-
ous will find himseif in a job that has
lost even more of its lustre. The sta-
tus of the Chief Rabbinate has suf-
fered immensely in the eyes of the
general public after successive re-
ports by the State Comptroller Gen-
eral making clear that anyone who
relies on the kashrus supervision of
the Chief Rabbinate does so at his
own risk, and the admission by the
Secretary General of the Religions
Ministry that many kashrus inspec-
tors are “third- or fourth-rate” and the
only qualification of some is a beard
and a kippah. The current election
campaign can only expedite that pro-
cess of delegitimization.

Secular Israelis relish news stories
that “prove” that the religious are no

better than they are, and have greatly
enjoyed the spectacle of rabbis run-
ning for office—if the widespread me-
dia coverage of the elections is any in-
dication. Buf they know in their heart
of hearts that voting, especially by an
electorate largely innocent of any
knowledge of halachaor mitzvaobser -
vance, is not the way rabbis ought to
be selected. When they read in the
paper of political maneuvering of the
various parties—e.g., one newspaper
reported that the Labor Party electors
would support the NRP's preferred
candidates for Chief Rabbi in return
for NRP support for their candidate for
President—they wonder what this has
to do with choosing a Chief Rabbi.
With one major exception, news

‘There are 150 electors who select the Chief Rab-
bls. Seventy of these are drawn from the ranks of
leading municipal officlats and are almost al non-
religlous. Another seventy are rabbis, and ten ad-
ditional electors are selected by the Minister of Re-
ligions, Because the Minister of Religlons was al-
ways from the NRF and because the Ministry con-
trolled afl the local religious counctls from which
the seventy rabbis were largely drawn, it controlied
the process. Labor Minister Uzl Baram (Marach)
was the Minister of Religions at the start of the elec-
tion process, and the Ministry is now headed by a
Deputy Minister from Shas.
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stories about the candidates have
concenirated more on their army ser-
vice and that of their children than on
their halachic expertise. The glaring

Rabbi Shiomo Goren telling any re-
porter within earshot for the last
three months that all the present
candidates for the office are “from the
rainor leagues,” and have been cho-
sen “for their talents in public rela-
tions” rather than psak halacha. The
Chief Rabbis, he says, must be
among the outstanding halachic au-
thorities of the time, authorities
whose opinions will be accepted
throughout the world and who stand
on an equal footing with any author-
ity the chareid{ world has to offer. It
is certainly ironic to note that the very
man who once taunted the roshei ye-

shiva and gedolet haposkim of Eretz |

Yisroel and abroad by asking, “Who
elected you?" when he was criticized
by thern when he occupied the Chief
Rabhinate, is now calling for the elec-
tions to be called off if they will result
merely in the selection: of a talented
media personality!

1.

e current campaign points to
] one of the inherent problems
exception has been former Chief |

with the Chief Rabbinate: the
selection of religious authorities by a
secular electoral body. The major
hazard of this procedure—aside from
the affront of the procedure per se—
is that the Chief Rabbi, as a function-
ary of the State, may come toviewhis
role as finding ways to be helpful to
the State when the halachais seen by
important segments of society as pos-
ing a "nuisance,” This pitfall should
be obvious, for elections are the
means by which the secular society
controls the Chief Rabbis. Candi-
dates for the post of Chief Rabbi, if
they wish to be elected or reelected,
are encouraged to present them-
selves as "halachic problem-solvers,”
and the election process brings home
to them the message that they are not
being chosen for their objective ex-
pertise in halacha.
The internal tensions in the idea of
a Chief Rabbi, who is at once an
elected state functionary and an ex-

pounder of the Torah, were inherent
from the beginning. From its incep-
tion, the Chief Rabbinate was meant
to serve a variety of potentiatly con-
flicting interests. For religious Zion-
ists, who imbued the Jewish state
with pre-Messianic significance, the
absence of a religlous component to
the state apparatus was an obvious
impossibility. And for secular Zion-
ists, the Chief Rabbinate was de-
signed to provide a patina of
Yiddishkelt that would endow their
enterprise with legitimacy by placing
it within the continulity of Jewish his-
tory. At the same time, they recog-
nized that the Chief Rabbis could not
always he counted upon to do the bid-
ding of the secular state and sought
ways to circumscribe their power so
that the price of their religious
shtempelwould not be too high. Elec-
tons were their chosen means.

The inherent unacceptability of the

| very concept of the Chief Rabbinate led

Rabbi Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld to pro-
claim a day of national mourning and
fasting on the day of the selecting of
the first Chief Rabbi. “If some of us to-

=
Feldheim proudly announces the appearance of the
newest volume in the Hebrew-English MISHNAH

BERURAH: Volume 1-B The Laws of Tefillin

Volume 1-B Laws of Tefillin, covers
chapters 25-45 in the Orach Chaim. These
chapters encompass the laws of Tefillin
and also contain the complete Mishnas
Sofrim—dealing with the precise laws of
how to write every Hebrew letter,
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features that have made this series so
popular: A meticulous translation of both
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the English translation facing the original
Hebrew on every page, extensive sup-
plementary material, bibliography, and
glossary.
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of the Orach Chaim is available in four
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—complete in four volumes, Laws of Daily
Conduct 1-A—dealing with laws upon
arising and laws of tzitzis; Laws of Daily
Prayer-—Vol. 1-C & 1-D; Laws Pertaining to
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both a regular as well as a large edition.
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graduation gift.
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day fail to see the danger of a secular
force controlling a rabbinical body,”
Rabbi Sonnenfeld warned, with grim
foreboding and prophetic insight, “in
the years to come all will agree.”

By the time of his selection as first
Chief Rabbi even Rabbi Avraham
Yitzchak HaKohein Kook, who
openly identified with the Zionist
Movement, had come to recognize
the inevitable tension in his new po-
sition. The day after his election, he
declared, “It is becoming clear that
those whom we expected to help us
in establishing the Rabbinate wish to
gain control of it. We have seen their
ambition to become the determining
factor, a situation which is certainly
unacceptable. We are lovers and
pursuers of peace, but it should be
clear that we cannot compromise on
basic principles. Our principles are
no less sacred to us than are the
secularists’ to them—and we shall
not hesitate to defend them.”

Il

e process by which some can-
didates for the post of Chief
Rabbi may attempt to convince

their electors that they have the reg-
uisite flexibility for the post was best
exemplified by the selection of former
Chief Rabbi Goren in 1972, His se-
lection was a cateulated effort to pre-
serve the fragile religious status quo
that had prevailed since the founding
of the State and under which author-
ity over marriage and divorce was
conferred upon the Chief Rabbinate.
That status quo was threatened by
the refusal of the Chief Rabbhinate to
sanction the marriages of the Langer
brother and sister to their respective
flancees on the grounds that the two
were mamzeirim. Three separate
batei din, including the Supreme
Rabbinical Court of the Chief Rabbin-
ate, had already adjudicated the is-
sue and each had reached the same
conclusion: the unfortunate brother
and sister were indeed mamzeirim. In
the wake of the ensuing publc out-
cry, a bill was introduced in the
Knesset to establish civil marriages in
Israel where there was a halachic bar
to the marriage. But Prime Minister
Golda Meir, desperate to preserve the
illusion that the Jewish nation and

the modern state of Israel are
coterminous, begged the bill's spon-
sors to withdraw it pending the up-
coming elections for the Chief Rab-
binate, which, she assured them,
would obviate the need for legislation.
The secularists could be assured of a
new occupant for the office, by virtue
of newly enacted term- and age-lim-
its that were passed to make certain
that the then-current Chief Rabbi,
who was not sufficiently compliant,
would be safely out of office.

Rabbi Shlomo Goren, meanwhile,
in a series of speeches and interviews,
sought to prove to the selectors that
he was the man for the job for finding
the halachic way. “The government
can be conducted according to the
halacha, but the rabbinate is obli-
gated to find in the halacha all possi-

Candidates for the post
of Chief Rabbi, if they
wish to be elected or
reelected, are
encouraged to present
themselves as “halachic
problem-solvers,” ...

bilities of leniency....The permanency
of the halacha is based on its flexibil-
ity, and this flexibility can be ex-
tended if serious problems face us,”
he said, and then went on to excori-
ate extremists in the Rabbinate for
sullying its image by failing to dem-
onstrate the requisite flexibility. (See
JO, Dec. '72.)

The story is already well-known of
how Rabbi Goren proceeded shortly
after his selection as Chief Rabbi to
convene a secret beis din, which ruled
that the brother and sister were not
mamzeirim, and then called a press
conference to announce that he had
married them to their respective fian-
cees, {See JOJan.'73.)

Rabbi Goren went on to render
many other valuable “services” to the
state. In the Seidman case, the gov-
ernment was threatened over the is-
sue of whether a Reform convert, who
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had then been married in a civil cer-
emony to a koheinand who lived on
anon-religious kibbutz, would be rec-
ognized as a Jew under the Law of
Return. Rabbi Goren saved the day
by personally converting her, despite
the fact that she had repeatedly
stressed that she saw no reason for
an Orthodox conversion and had no
intention of keeping mitzvos. “In the
field of conversion, there is a tremen-
dous range of flexibility in halacha,”
he assured the public.

It was thus with considerable jus-
tice that supporters of amending the
law governing the selection of the
Chief Rabbis to grant Rabbi Goren a
third five-year term protested the
Knesset's failure to recognize how
faithfully he had kept his part of the
bargain. “How could you be s6 un-

..and the election
process brings home to
them the message that
they are not being
chosen for their
objective expertise in
halacha.

grateful and permit him to be de-
posed from office when he did so
much for your cause by releasing the
Langer brother and sister from their
stigma as mamzeirim?” one member
of the Chief Rabbinate Council com-
plained to a Liberal Party MK.

The Chief Rabbi as halachic
problem-solver

he theme of Chief Rabbi as
T halachic problem-salver con-

tinues to run through the
current campaign as well, Various
candidates have attempted to appeal
to certain segments of the electorate
with clearly-coded hints. To their dis-
may, however, they have discovered
that in this era of rapid communica-
tions it is impossible to tell one audi-
ence something without another con-
stituency, less favorably disposed to

The Jewish Observer, February 1993
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that message, also hearing, Thus, for
instance, one candidate told an ob-
scure kibbuiz movement journal,
that as a theoretical matter, civil mar-
riage would avoid certain problems of
husbands who refuse to grant gittin
because no get would be required to
dissolve such a marriage. But when
the interview was widely reported
elsewhere, he had to issue a steady
stream of “clarifications” denying that
he favored civil inarriage.

Considerable interest was gener-
ated this year by the presence of a
woman on the board of electors for
the first time. When she was asked
whether her inclusion might present
any halachic problems, she answered
plausibly that she could not see why
“since the selection process has noth-
ing to do with the halacha but only
with the laws of the State.” More sig-
nificantly, she gave a clear insight
into the philosophy of “Where there is
a rabbinic will there is a halachic
way” that governs the choices of secu-
lar selectors {and many of the reli-
gious ones as well). She described her
commitment to choosing the candi-
dates who will find the “solutions in
the framework of halacha suitable to
modern life,” and listed a series of is-
sues concerning the status of women
she would be presenting the candi-
dates with an eye to hearing “what
halachic solutions they have to offer.”

It is certainly painful to find in the
selection of Chief Rabbi for the Holy
Land, echoes of the political consid-
erations of U.S. Senators who con-
firm the selection of a Justice for the
Supreme Court on the basis of his
opinion on specific issues rather than
on his standing as a respected legal
scholar!

Iv.

0 matter how problematic the

selection process of the Chief

Rabbi and no matter how low
the public esteem of the Chief Rab-
binate in the eyes of the Israeli pub-
lic, the office nevertheless is a power-
ful one and one with much potential
for appreciable accomplishment.
Rabbis of considerable stature and
unquestioned fealty to Torah obser-
vance, such as Rabbi Kook, his im-
mediate successor Rabbi Isaac
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Herzog, and a number of others, have

held the position in the past, and it is '

not impossible that such a person
might do so again, even this year.
And even if the Chief Rabbi is not
among the most eminent poskim of
the generation,if he is nevertheless an
articulate voice for Torah to the secu-
lar population, exemplary in his per-
sonal life, committed to upgrading re-
ligious standards in areas like
kashrus supervision, marriage and
divorce, personal identity and con-
version, and to ascertaining the
halacha with respect to the many
crucial issues he will be called upon
to decide, without allowing himself to
manufacture piskel halacha on de-
mand, he could do considerable good.
Indeed, it is of-

vance or by explicitly forgoing the
halachic requirement that converts
must make an unegquivocal cornmit-
ment to kabolas mitzvos. Only the
bright glare of publicity prevented
this plan from being implemented.

® The Chief Rabbinate maintains lists
of rabbis around the world whose
conversions are recognized as valid,
That power can have far-reaching
consequences and allow for the eva-
sfon of local batei din most familiar
with the case. In one notorious
case, a wealthy, non-observant
South African Jew wanted to marry
a non-Jewish former beauty queen,
The South African beis din rejected
her conversion application. But the
couple did not give up, She trav-
elled to Europe where she suc-
ceeded in short

ten insufficiently
understood how
much influence
the Chief Rabbi
has even on those
living outside of
Israel, as the fol-
lowing recent ex-
amples indicate.

® Former Prime
Minister
Shamir in coali-
tion negotia-
tions preceding
the formation of
his government
in 1987 committed himself to pas-
sage of the so-called “Who is a Jew
Law.” The government, however,
was unprepared for the outraged re-
sponse of Reform and Conservative
Jews abroad to defining a Jew for
purposes of the Israeli Law of Return
in halachic terms. Ashkenazi Chief
Rabbi Avraham Shapiro, acting in
conjunction with the Rabbinical
Council of America and Rabbis
Norman Lamm and Louis Bernstein
of Yeshiva University, undertock to
solve the government's problem.
Their proposed solution was to set
up a joint conversion panel in
America which would have Reform,
Conservative, and Orthodox repre-
sentatives, and which would recom-
mend "appropriate” candidates for
conversion to an Orthodox bets din.
Despite various disclaimers, that as-
surance could obviously be kept in
practice only by eschewing any
genuine inquiry into the candidates’
present or intended mitzva obser-
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The internal tensions in
the idea of a Chief
Rabbi, who is at once an
elected state functionary
and an expounder of the
Torah, were inherent
from the beginning.

order in obtain-
ing a certificate
of conversion
from a former
Chief Rabbi of
the Israel De-
fense Forces,
The Chief Rab-
binate then is-
sued a certificate
that the rabbi
whoe had per-
formed the con-
version was rec-
ognized as quali-
fied, with clear
knowledge that
that certificate
was to be used in South Africa to
challenge the refusal of the South
African rabbinate to accept the
wormnan as a convert.

@ The Chief Rabbinate must also cer-
tify any kosher products imported
into Israel. Improperly used, that
power can undercut high-quality
kashrus supervision abroad. The
rabbl mentioned in the preceding
case was subsequently forced to re-
sign from the European Conference
of Rabbis as a consequence of his
conversion procedures. Neverthe-
less, he continues to maintain a
large kashrus supervision organiza-
tion in Europe. Despite the Chief
Rabbinate’s knowledge of his forced
resignation from the European Con-
ference of Rabbis, it has refused to
withdraw recognition of his hechsher
or even investigate the quality of his
supervision. The effect has been to
undermine legitimate kashrus su-
pervision in Europe.
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® The repercussions of some of Rabbi
Goren’s most interesting halachic in-
novations contimze to be felt today,
more than ten years after he left of-
fice. One of these was the unprec-
edented concept of a conversion “on
condition"—the famous Paula Cohen
Case. While inn office, Rabbi Goren
converted a woman living on a non-
religious kibbutz “on condition that
she continue to live in Eretz Yisroel"
She subsequently moved to England
and married a kohein in a Reform cer-
emony. When the London Bels Din
refused to recognize her conversion or
permit her children to be admitted to
adewish school, she sued the London
Beis Din in civil court, relying on
Rabbi Goren’'s conversion. Even
though Rabbi Goren hirnself revoked
the conversion due to Mrs. Cohen's
viclation of his “condition,” the secre-
tary to the current Chief Rabbi wrote
to the civil court that inasmuch as
Pauta Cohen's conversion had never
been revoked by the Chief Rabbinate,
it was still valid, failing to mention
that the original conversion had no
halachic validity.

The above-mentioned Paula Cohen
case highlights another aspect of the

i
}
i
}
i
i

Chief Rabbf's considerable power:
Whatever the credibility of the Chief
Rabbinate in the eves of the
halachically knowledgeable world,
the Chief Rabbi of Israel will ineviia-
bly be viewed as the ultimate author-
ity by the secular courts abroad.

Finally, the Chief Rabhis of Israel are
recognized by the Rabbinical Coun-
cil of America, perhaps the world's
largest Orthodox rabbinical organi-
zatlon, as leading halachic authori-
ties. This status is not merely theo-
retical. In the recent debate over use
of “brain death” as a halachic crite-
rion for determining death, the opin-
ion of the Chief Rabbis relying on
this “criterion” was widely cited by
the RCA. What was widely ignored
was that the Chief Rabbis’ decision
was the sort of compromise fre-
quently forced upon them by the
need to demonstrate the ability of
halacha to answer modern prob-
lems, without at the same time ap-
pearing to countenance its outright
abrogation. Thus they theoretically
approved use of “brain death” as a
criterion for organ transplants, on
the one hand, and at the same time
imposed a long list of restrictions on

i
i
i

its application, making it highly un-
likely that it would be relied upon by

those following their psak. But for
Israel doctors wishing to perform
organ transplants and the pro-
nouncements of the RCA, only the
hetter was ever noted.

Although these examples are of
the adverse usage of the powers of
the Chief Rabbi, they nevertheless
indicate how important the selection
of a qualified candidate is for all of
world Jewry. Even with the best of
the candidates emerging as Chief
Rabbi, however, a dark cloud will for-
ever cast its shadow on the office be-
cause of the process by which the of-
fice holder is selected. Not only be-
cause he will, in one measure or an-
other, be beholden to the secular el-
ements that put him in his position;
but because the procedure is such
that, eventually, the Chief Rabbinate
could be occupied by a Conservative
rabbi. At that point, essays will not
have to be written to explain why
Rabbi Sonmnenfeld fasted seventy
years ago. ||
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Rabbi Nachman Bulman
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review
essay on
Shemesh
Marpei,
by and about
Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch 5

A HEALING SUN

s there anything lefl to be said on

Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch?

The work before us answers in a
ringing positive. It emerges from
Shemesh Marpei that despite the
wealth of printed material by and
about Rabbi Hirsch, much of what
was generally known on the subject
was superficial and distorted. It
should be noted that Shemesh Marpei
is not an apologetic work. It is an in-
tellectual study, for all the passion of
its convictions; it attempts to teach,
1ol to persuade.

Rabbi Buiman, ncled thinker, author, and lec-
tarer, serves as Rav of Kiryat Nachiliel of Migdal
HaEmek, in Upper Galilee. and as Menahel
Rucharniin Yeshiva Ohr Somayach, Jerusalerm.

The Jewish Observer, February 1993

Recognition should be given to the
patron of Shemesh Marpet, the ven-
erable Rabbi Shimon Schwab of K'hal
Adath Jeshurun in the Washington
Heights section of New York City,
where Rabbi Schwab is the fourth
rabhinic guardian of the Hirschian
legacy.

Rabbi Elivahu Meir Klugman, a di-
rect descendent of Rabbi Hirsch, pre-
pared this sefer for publication. con-
tributing much original work of schol-
arship, primarily in the book’s fourth
section.

The publishers of Shemesh
Marpei, Mesorah-ArtScroll, have to
their credit a technically and aestheti-
cally superb achievement.

SOME QUESTIONS

abbi Hirsch is celebrated for
his valiant battle against Re-
orm, his heroic refusal to join
in a united Kehilla with anti-Torah el-
ements, his Torah Im Derech Eretz
ideology, and his prolific writings.
From the distance of gver a century,
however, {hese achievemenis seem to
overshadow the more conventional
facets of his leadership. Thus, doubts
about Rabbi Hirsch's credentials as a
Rav have heen articulated as ques-
tions, questions that Shemesh Marpet
puts to rest.
The questions:

B What was Rabbi Hirsch's stand—
ing as a lamdan and genuine
Moreh Horaah?

# Was he a Torah-thinker with
unique formulations of Torah
truths, or an apologist and po-
lemicist?

B As a“scparatist,” was he guilty of
breaking Jewish unity?

B Were his Chumash and Tanach
commentaries works of scholar-
ship or sermonics?

B Did he intend his Torah Im Derech
Eretz ideology as a temporary
emergency measure or as an ap-
proach of enduring validity?

M How deep was his love for Eretz
Yisroet?

B Did European Emancipation of
the Jew dilute his longing for Di-
vine Redemption?

To appreciate how Shemesh
Marpet resolves these questions, let
us examine this work through its four
sections:

1. 120 leshiwos [Responsa), hith-
erto unpublished, on the four
parts of Shulchan Aruch;

2. Chiddushet haShas {nove] exposi-
tions on Talmudic themes), culled
largely from the Hirsch Chumash;

3. Letters and commuiications;

4. Anextensive biographical review
of Rabhi Hirsch's life and work,
and an in-depth treatment of the
major issues he confronted in
his life.

Comprehensive indices, source
references and a bibliography are
provided at the work’s close.
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I. HIS HALACHIC WORKS:
THE TESHUVOS

he two halachic sections of
Shemesh Marpei contain

some 600 references to the

two Talmudim, Rambam, Shulcharn |

Aruch and classic She'eilos

u'Teshuvos. The sheer range of eru-
dition that they reflect in the whole
range of halachic scholarship, is a
relatively unknown aspect of Rabbi
Hirsch.

The list of Rubbonimwith whom he
corresponds in the feshuvos inchides

| many of the leading Torah figures of |

i his time, such as the Dayan of
Nikolsburg, R. Moshe Letb Kaiz; R.
Yaakov Ettlinger of Altona (the Aruch
LaNer, R. Hirsch's teacher); the Ravof
Sighet, Hungary; the Gaon, R. |
Avraham Bing of Wurtzburg (Rabbi
Hirsch was 22 years old at the time});
and the Gaon R. Yehuda Asad of
Semnitz, Hungary.

Most of the teshuvos published in
Shemesh Marpei—a fraction of the |

i many he wrote—were addressed to
Rabbonim of Kehillos. Written origi-
nally in Hebrew, they were composed

B Highest standards of Kashrus
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in the classic Rabbinic mode, but
were not prepared by Rabbi Hirsch
for general publication, and should
not be relied upon without further re-
search. What emerges clearly and in-
disputably, however, is the broad eru-
dition and decisive scholarship of
their author, as well as the wide es-
teem in which Rabbi Hirsch was held,
in his time, as a respected rabbinic
authority. (See, for examiple, the
words of the Ksav Sofer, quoted in
Rabbi Klugman’s chapter on Rabbi
Hirsch's term as Chief Rabbi at
Nikolsburg—pg, 289.)

At this point, a guestion emerges:
How did Rabbi Hirsch become a mas-
ter of Torah learning? His life story
reveals little to explain how he at-
tained the level of scholarship exhib-
ited in his teshuvos,

At the age of 22, he was appointed

What emerges clearly
from these halachic
Responsa is the broad
erudition and decisive
scholarship of their author,...

fo the Rabbinate of Oldenburg, where
he spent eleven lonely, but fruitful,
years. Following his years in
Oldenburg, the demands and endless
struggles of the Rabbinates of Em-
den, Nikolsburg, and finally Frank-
furt, drained his physical and emo-
tional energies, far beyond normal
human endurance. After having ac-
quired a remarkable command of To-
rah scholarship under his great
teachers, the Chacham Yitzchok
Bernays and Rabbi Yaakov Ettlinger,
he most likely developed in every area
of Torah learning during his years in
Oldenburg, Quotations from his dia-
ries, cited in the biography section of
the work, seem to bear out this as-
sessment.

At his funeral in 5649/1888, the
pupils of his school carried copies of
the sixteen Torah works that he had
authored. The first of them was writ-
ten in Oldenburg. Most were written
in his later rabbinates.
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The Bases of Halachic Authority

ere is yet another unique as-

I pect to these teshuvos. Of
course—as teshuvos should—

they reflect striving for objectivity,

rather than the effect of social pres- |

sures. Of course, they faced the tra-
vails of the age with the sovereign
mandate of Torah to govern Jewish
life. Of course, they deal with precise
detail in all spheres of halacha.

But one category of teshuvos in
Shemesh Marpei has special distinc-
tion—those that deal with changes in
halacha advocated by Reform, in
which he shows legal bases for the
concept that halachais not subject to
human reform.

Three such teshuvos are notewor-
thy in their scope, and brilliance of
analysis and exposition.

...as well as the wide
esteem in which Rabbi
Hirsch was held, in his
fime, as a respected

rabbinic authority.

1. Orach Chayim, Teshuva 2 (p.2}

In response to the Rav of Worms :

The issues: the permissibility of
deleting various passages from the
Siddur, innovating prayers and read-
ings in German, permitting organ
music in shil. Some ninety sources
are cited from Shas and Poskim, and
are masterfully brought together in
an organic whole, with Rabbi Hirsch's
conclusion an unqualified negative.

2.and 3. Yoreh De’ah, Teshuvos 46
(p.51), 52 (p.64):

On distancing ourselves from de-
nial of Torah—I{i.e. on the prohibition
of membership in a Reform commu-
nity that also provides for Orthodox
needs):

The latter two teshuvos relate to a
tragic and crucial episode in Rabbi
Hirsch's life-work. Many of the fasci-
nating details appear in an excerpt of
Moreinu Yaakov Rosenheim’s mem-
oirs quoted in Chapter 7 of Rabbi
Klugman’s biography.

The Jewish Observer, February 1993

When Rabbi Hirsch was called to
Frankfurt, all of the city's Jews—in-
cluding the religious ones—were re-
guired by law to pay taxes to the Re-
form-controlled Kehilla of Frankfurt,
the only legally recognized kehilla.
These funds were used for all com-
munal needs, including the mainte-
nance of Reform institutions.

In 5636/1876, a law was passed
permitting individuals to withdraw
from the recognized communities for
reasons of conscience, and to form
alternative commmunity organizations.
At that point, the Reform leadership

feared the loss of major revenue from
hundreds of families, and announced
a plan designed to outflank the
newly-found freedom of choice for
Orthodox Jews: The Reform con-
trolled kehilla was prepared to apply
such membership taxes toward Or-
thodox needs, thereby--it hoped—
making secession from the general
community unnecessary. In fact, it
supported an Orthodox congregation,
its rav, and eventually funded a ye-
shiva. Rabbi Hirsch emphasized that
Jews whose Judaism was based on
the principle of Torah Min HaSha-
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mayim could not in conscience ac-
knowledge the legitimacy of a Jewish
community that embraced the rejec-
tion of that principle. His opponents
glossed over this objection and re-
garded it as inconsequential—or
worse yet, intolerable fanaticism.
When Rabbi Hizsch issued a psak
halacha prohibiting Orthodox mem-
bership in kehillos that included a
Reform component in its makeup, a
majority of the Hirsch Kehilla felt torn
over the implications of secession,
contemplating with dismay the per-

sonal and social wounds that would
Hkely result. All except 100 families
maintained their membership in the
regular Kehilia. Only an influx of reli-
gious families into Frankfurt gave
Rabbi Hirsch's Kehilla its eventual
majority. Unexpectedly, the anti-se-
cessionists received sanction for their
viewpoint from one of the leading rab-
binic figures of the German Orthodox
community—the sainted Rav of
Wurtzburg, Rabbi Yitzchok Dov
(Seligman Ber) Bamberger. Rabbi
Bamberger had himself been one of

before
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389 rabbis who prohibited member-
ship in a Reformn community {in the
instance of Vienna). In the case of
Frankfurt, however, he held that the
willingness of the Reform community
to accommeodate Orthodox needs was
sufficient to free its leadership from
the status of deliberate heretics, en-
dowing it, instead, with a status of
“captive children” {cit.) (that is, those
who from childhood were raised and
educated in heresy).

Rabbi Hirsch felt crushed by the
devastating blow, coming as it did
from one whom he had deeply ad-
mired. Broken-hearted, he fought like
a lion for his truth. Among others,
Rabbi Ezriel Hildesheimer of Berlin
and Maharam Schick sided with
Rabbi Hirsch. (The reader is referred
to the chapter on this topic, in the
fourth section of this sefer, for a de-

Rabbi Hirsch was not
only Ravand teacher. He

- was the central spokesman

for “old” Judaism in the
“new” Western world....

tailed account of this dispute.}

The halachic issues dealf with are:

1. The status of heresy, and the
status of “captive children.”

2.  Whether a Rav from another
community could negate a prohibi-
ton of the local Rav, on the presump-
tion of greater halachic scholarship.

3.  Thehalachic obligation, both
individual and communal, to dis-
tance oneself from heresy.

The distinguishing mark of these
teshuvos is that the issues are de-
fined and attacked halachically
rather than from the hashkafa view-
point usually associated with Rabbi
Hirsch.

Today, there are few self-contained
local kehillos, so that some of the pas-
sion of this controversy has abated.
It is commonly accepted that if some
degree of Orthodoxy survived in the
general, non-separatist commurii-
ties, it was the effect of the Hirschian
communities. In the post-World War
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I world, the remnants of Wurtzburg
joined Frankfurt, not the other way.
This phenomenon came to the fore
when a broad aray of Rabbonim and
Roshet Yeshiva joined in issuing the
historic psak against Orthodox par-
ticipation in the “interdenomina-
tional” Synagogue Council of
Arnerica, 37 years ago.

II. HIS CHIDDUSHIM: CHUMASH
AS A PORTAL TO SHAS

en Rabbi Hirsch came to
Frankfurt, it was a commu-
nity with no yeshivos. While

he had succeded in establishing the
Realschule for primary and interme-
diate levels, it was left to his son-in-
law to remedy that deficiency. Rabbi
Hirsch had endeavored to inspire and
edify adults through teaching the

... This is evident in the
third section of
Shemesh Marpei, “In
The Battle-lines Of The
Living G-d.”

ideas and faith principles of Judaism,
orally and in writing. On the testi-
meny even of his detractors, his elo-
quence and inspirational effect were
peerless. But Rabbi Hirsch wanted to
teach Torah from a text, not simply to
preach and lecture, and his major in-
strument for such learning was
Chumash. Indeed, the second of the
two halachic sections of Shemesh
Marpei draws primarily from the
halachic sections of his Chumash
commentary.

His mastery of the requisite refer-
ences in Shas and Rishonim to the
halachic provisions contained in the
Chumashis breathtaking, Indeed, he
succeeded in teaching the Shas foun-
dations of the range of mitzvos
through the vehicle of teaching
Chumash. Thus, Shemesh Marpei
will make a major contribution to-
wards enhancing appreciation of the
Hirsch Chumash, particularly the
halachic exposition of the mitzvos. In
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. deeper understanding of the life prin-

the process, many will acquire a | as a marvelous iniroductory vehicle,

especially since Rabbi Klugman “in-
ciple of Torah Judaism: that the Oral

Law is not a historic evolution from
the Written Torah, but that it is the
objective, G-d-given explication of the
Written Torah, rooted in the precise |
wording of the text. And Rabbi Hirsch |
is appreciated, not only as a baal
machshava, but as an expositor of
the lomdus of Chumash.

For Bnei Torah unfamiliar with
Rabbi Hirsch’s classic work on
Chumash, Shemesh Marpeican serve !

attaching Talmud to pasuk, he has
arranged his progenitor's halachic
expositions of the Chumashin the or-

Shas.
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verted” the Master’s design: Instead of

der of the Mesechtos (tractates) of

The “bottom line” that emerges
from the halachic section of Shemesh
Marpetis that Rabbi Hirsch was both
Rav in the classic sense, and Rosh
Yeshiva to an adult, lay society bereft
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111. DISPATCHES FROM THE
BATTLE-LINES

abbi Hirsch was not only Rav

and teacher. He was also the

entral spokesman for the

*old” Judaismit in the “new” Western

world. This is evident in the third sec-

tHon of Shemesh Marpet, “In The Battle-

lines Of The Living G-d.” The title is fit-

ting, for every letter and treatise is writ-

ten in fire. The limits of a review-essay
allow for mention of only a few.

Letter 1: A defense of bris mila and
an advocacy of excluding from the
community those who reject this
mitzve.

Letter 2: A major treatise—in re-
sponse to the convening of a Reform
Rabbinical conference in
Braunschweig—5604/1844. Reform
pretense to authenticity and learning
is demolished, while its assimilatory
motives are clearly exposed.

Letter 6: On the Jewish illegiimacy
of the “Alliance Israelite Universelle,”
a forerunner of later atternpts to set
up world-wide community organiza-
tions not based on Torah principles,

Letter 8: On appointing Conserva-
tive Rabbis to serve Orthodox
keehillos. An exposé of how Conserva-

i

tism camouflages its true position,
and wants hoth to "have its cake and
eat it.”

Letter 10: On combatting decrees
against shechita without compromis-
ing halachic requirements.

Letter 12: A statement addressed
to Rabbi Tzvi Hirsch Kalisher of
Thorn.

Rabbi Kalisher stood in the fore-
front of the then-nascent “Chovevet
Tezior” movement, which advocated
the upbuilding of Eretz Yisroel
through human, “natural” effort, as
a precursor of Divine Redemption. He
repeatedly urged Rabbi Hirsch to give
him major support.

Rabbi Hirsch dissented. He in-
stead rooted his messianic faith in
“the approach of his forebears” who
held that self-correction and growth

. towards spiritual perfection are alone

the proper contribution of Kilal Yisroel
towards Divine Redemption. He held
that while Jewish energies should be
directed to ease the hardships of
those who lived in Eretz Yisroel, there
was no room for messianic factors in
such activities.

Nevertheless, Rabbi Hirsch as-
sured Rabbi Kalisher that he would
never speak out publicly against the

latter’s views, In major degree, Rabbi
Hirsch's apprehensions that the
Chibas Tziyon movement would be
captured by forces that would wish to
secuiarize the character of Klal Yisroel
in Eretz Yisroel, have sadly come true.
(For more on this topic, see Rabbi
Klugman's article in JO, Feb. 90.)
Letters 13 and 14—to Rabbi Ezriel
Hildesheimer: Concerning secular
studies in Yerushalayim, Rabbi Hirsch
affirmed: "I think that just as only in

. Berlin is it possible to arrive at a fixed

view as to what is good for Berlin, and
just as only in Frankfurt is it known
what is good for Frankfurt, likewise [is
it true that] only our brothers who dwell
in the Holy Land, and their rabborim,
can know what is suitable...and could
bring them blessing.”

In Letter 14 Rabbi Hirsch urged
greater respect for the position of the
Sages of the Holy City than that ac-
corded to individuals like Heinrich
Graetz—the Conservative historian
“who had degraded the honor of
Chazal,” and who now was defaming
the Torah community in
Yerushalayim.

In further letters, Rabbi Hirsch ex-
pressed dismay over the violations of
Shabbos and kashrus, to which
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would-be settlers in Eretz Yisroel were
being led. Nevertheless, he issued an
enthusiastic call for financial support
for the new Yishuy. His final public
letters, issued in the last days of his
life (Teves 1889), were for contribu-
tions to help farmers in Eretz Yisroel
_observe Shmitta.

Letters of Admonition
and Guidance

Rabbi Hirsch's letters reveal a
strong yet warm touch:

Letter 23: To a young rabbt on how
to function—in relation to his duties,
in upholding Torah ideals, in enhanc-
ing the personal find social well-being
of his community, in self-growth, in
Torah learning. Rabbi Klugman sees
this letter as his ancestor's personal

manifesto as an oseik b’tzarchei |

tzibbur be’ermuna.

Letters 24, 25, 26, 27 {see opening
quote of Vayehi Biyeshurun Melech):
Concerning one who refused to give
chalitza to the wife of a deceased
brother, because of financial claims,
Rabbonim seeking strategies to deal
with recalcitrant husbands in aguna
issues may find some excellent guide-
lines in these letters.

Letter 22: An exchange between a
baker in a Moravian town and Rabbi
Hirsch, on whether Shabbos could still
be kept in accord with “modem” times,
as in earlier times. Rabbi Hirsch’s
“pity” on his correspondent for his Iack
of appreciation for the eternal value of
keeping Shabbos in accordance with
halacha has a rueful tone.

On Kehilla Matters

s the master buiider of the pro-

totype kehilla, Rabbi Hirsch,

in his writings, provided a
blueprint for such a structure:

Letter 36: A discussion of the ver-
nacular as a language of instruction
in the synagogue, as opposed to its
use as a language for prayer.

Letter 45 to the independent
Kehilla of Strasbourg is a study in
contrasts. Rabbi Hirsch advises
against declaring the shechita of the
general kehilla as treff, yet suggests
internal building of the independent
institutions so as to be able to deal
from a position of strength.
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On Saving Russian Jew . . .
9 e Discussion on—and learning

of—Shemesh Marpei will fil

In extensive correspondence with
the Rav of Kovno, Rabbi Yitzchok .
Elchonon Spektor (much of it | Mmany hearts with the beracha:
written in cryptic code as a protection | Blassed is Hashem Yisborach that
against “evil eyes”), Rabbi Hirsch is essed ] achtha
heavily involved in efforts to alleviate | He sentus such as Rabbi
the persecution of Russian Jewry ; :
e G, 19, 50, 58) Shimshon Rc;?hc'::el Hirsch,

In 47 and 48, we find an an- | zecher tzaddik livracha, to

nouncement of “A Day of Fasting and
Prayer” for Russian Jewry. (See a let-
ter by the sainted Alter of Kelm, Reb
Simcha Zissel, on the impact of the
fast day, in “Rav S. R. Hirsch,
Mishnaso Veshitaso,” published by
the Ezra youth orgahization, p. 183.)
He even petitioned the German Em-
peror to intercede with the Russian
Czar (his uncle} on behalf of Russian

illuminate our paths in His world!
L |

from the Mussar school (Reb Itzel
Peterburger) to the Rebbe of Bobov,
from the Maggid of Vilna to the
sainted Rabbi of Yerushalayim, Rabbi
Shmuel Salant-all the colorations of
Torah Judaism are represented in
Rabbi Hirsch's correspondence.

Jewry (Letter 51). The reverence and affecton with
which they address Rabbil Hirsch are

Correspondence with the Gedolim | most eloquent testimony to the rare
of his Generation esteem in which he was held by the

leaders of our people. Equally impres-
sive is the seif-effacing humility and
burning love of Torah and Am Yisroel
that mark Rabbi Hirsch's letters.

ere are letters between Rabbi
Hirsch and a full panorama of

Torah leaders of the time— |
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V. “VA'YEHI BIYESHURUN
MELECH (AND THERE WAS A
KING IN ISRAEL)"

he crowning effort of Rabbi

I Klugman's work is his biogra-
phy of Rabbi Hirsch: his for-
mative years; the rabbinates in which
he served, and his historic achieve-
ments int them; the educational insti-
tutions he built, and their seminal
impact on Terah education; his Torah

i works (e.g., The Nineteen Letters, the

Chorev on mitzvos, the Chumash
Commentary, the Tehillim Commen-
tary, The Collected Writings), which
restored the honor of Torah Judaism
in Western Europe; his ideology of
Torah Im Derech Eretz, which re-
mains to this day the crux of many of
the currents and counter-currents in
Orthodox life. Furthermiore, the aura
of austerity one often associates with
German rabbonim is significantly
softened by the touching picture
Rabhbi Klugman projects of Rabbi
Hirsch the educator, friend of youth,
and beloved father and grandfather.

Because of the vast panorarma pre-
sented in Va yehi Biyeshurun Melech,
all of its chapters deserve extensive
review. Two of the 15 chapters, how-
ever, are particularly noteworthy:

Many brands of combination or
synthesis of “Torah and...” have
raised the banner of Torah Im Derech
Eretz, or sought to wrap themselves
in its tallis. (A careful perusal of the
presentation of Rabbi Hirsch's Torah
Im Derech Eretz brings to mind a
pithy remark attributed to the Brisker
Rau %31 *T don’t mind them saying
my Torah in their names. But when
they start saying their Torah in my
name...."”}

Rabbi Klugman demonstrates

with chapter and verses that:

1. To Rabbi Hirsch, TorahIm Derech
Eretzwas not a hora’as sha’ah, a
temporary concession to the
times. It posited the total subju-
gation of every area of life to the
rule and molding power of Torah.

2. Torah Im Derech Eretz involved
the primacy of Torah over Derech
Eretz, with the latter serving as an
essential auxilliary resource, It
was not meant as a synthesis of
two co-equal components.
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3. Rabbi Hirsch never sanctioned

unrestricted study of works based

on minus and apikorsus (heresy
and denial of Torah).

4. The relative proportions of time
and emphasis given to Torah
studies and secular studies in
Frankfurt were a result of gov-
ernment coercion in Germany.
Elsewhere and in different condi-
tions, Rabbi Hirsch’s personal
preference was guite different.

5. Ewventhough Rabbi Hirsch viewed
Torah Im Derech Eretz as a fulfill-
ment of the injunction L’sakein
olam bemalchus Shakai—to per-
fect the world with the Almighty’s
sovereignity—he did not actively
promote the ideology for world-
wide export. He deferred to the
Rabbonim of each locale to judge
which forms of education were
suitable for them—as indicated
above.

It, of course, can be debated
whether Rabbi Hirsch would have ap-
plied his teachings to a derech eretz—
a social system like ours — in which
immorality, corruption, and hedonism
so pervade the atmosphere.

A second noteworthy contribution
of this biography is the tenth chapter,
in which Rabbi Klugman exposes us
to his progenitor's view of das
Wissenschaft des Judentums, also
know as Chochmas Yisroel. This
pseudo-scientific approach to Juda-
ism endowed the early Reform
movement's deviance from Torah Ju-
dalsm with an “intellectual” basis.
The real ideological basis of this
school was a blatant anti-rabbinic,
anti-talmudic stance. Rabbi Hirsch
conducted a full-scale exposé of the
scholarly shallowness of their work
and pointed out the pre-conceived
nature of thelr “conclusions.”

Rabbi Klugman points out a little
known fact: Rabbi Hirsch opposed ef-
forts to deal with this type of scholar-
ship even on an Orthodox basts.

Discussion on—and learning of—
Shemesh Marpeiwill fill many hearts
with the beracha: Blessed is Hashem
Yisborach that He sent us such as
Rabbi Shimshon Raphael Hirsch,
zecher tzaddik livracha, to iluminate
our paths in His world! ]
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Eis Ratzon

ing, and the shul has some 20

people saying Tehillim. That num-
ber increases steadily and by 5:30, over
300 people, ranging in age from seven
to seventy, are in shul with Tehillim in
hand and a heart full of yearning, Ev-
eryone is davening to Hashem.

Yom Kippur! Right? Almost. Not
Yom Kippurim but Purim itself. With
an increasing awareness of the power
that our tefilios on Purim carry, no
one wants to miss a once-in-a-year
opportunity.

We all know about tzeddaka on
Purim. According to the laws of
tzeddaka a recipient of tzeddaka
monies should be checked for worthi-
ness except on Purim which, accord-
ing to halacha, is a time that
{one should give to anyone who asks).
While this aspect of tzeddaka on
Purim is quoted in Halacha, a hum-
ber of seforim mention this same quote
of with regard to tefilla also, asking
Hashem to give to ud. Anyone be-
seeching Hashem on Purim is an-
swered. Even though, throughout the
year, whenever we beseech Hashemn,
He always listens to us;and helps in
our time of need, however, our prayers
are measured, depending on their
quality and the guality of the one who
is offering the prayer. On Purim, how-
ever, all one mustdo is ask and he will
be answered—excluding no one.

It‘s not yet four o'clock in the morn-

OUR SAGES SAY

*On Purtm, Hashem decreed to fill
the needs of each and every memberof
the Jewish nation for thetr good.” (Imri
Noam p.65)
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“On Purim, Hashem shows a great
amount of mercy...prayers can go all
the way...without scrutinizing whe’s
sending them.” {Nidvas Pi p.8}

“The mitzva of glving tzeddaka in-
discriminately on Purim is scrupulously
kept by Hashem, and He dispenses
tzeddaka o anyone that asks, and for
whatever they ask for.,” (Pri Tzaddik
p.94)

“We read in the Megiliah, ‘These
days are remembered and fulfllled’ re-
membered by Hashem, so that all re-
quests are fulfllled.” {Toras Emes p.73}

“On Purim each year Hashem senels
us the same help as He sent with the
miracle of Purtm. Whatever prayers are
sent to Hashem by Klal Yisroel are ac-
cepled.” (Divrel Yechezkel p.31)

One Purim Reb Mordechal of
Lechovitch announced, “Today, every
outstretched hand Is filled, whoever
wants something, ask now!” {Toras
AvVOs p.76)

The Shem MiShmuel {156677) prob-
ably says It strongest: “We find that
Haman was more powerful than
Achashvetrosh.” This power was in-
cluded amongst Haman’s possessions
that were later given over to Esther.
This capability comes back, year after
year, and every Jew has the power to
implore Hashem to destroy the
“Haman” in each of us.

his interpretation of “Whoever
T asks on Purim receives” to in-

clude asking of Hashem. too, is
viewed by many people as “a nice
vort.” Few, however, take it to heart—
to actually beg Hashem on Purim—
amidst being mekayim the other mitz-
vos of the day. Each person has his
or her trials and troubles, which are
sent to us by Hushem specifically to
awaken our awareness of His ever-
presence in our daily lives, and to ask
from Him all that we need. When

Purlm comes around, it is the most
opportune time to utilize every
minute of the day, which will defi-
nitely bring results. Stories of suc-
cess resulting from tefillos on Purim
are in great abundance.

Once on Purim, Rabbi Naftoll, the
“Smichas Chachomim,” recelved a
message from his governwor, asking him
to pray for him concerning Important
matters which threatened the whole
town. Reb Naftolt conducted the Purlm
meal with speclal ecstasy as befits
Purlm and his tefllla was answered to
the governor's satisfaction. The as-
tounded governor confronted Reb
Naftoli with gratitude and confusion,
asking him to explain his actions. Reb
Naftoli explalned: “We are commanded
to be as happy as we can on Purim. If
we_ fulftll G- d's will, then He fulfills our
wiil.” (Divrei Shmuelp.130)

With the introduction of this
awareness, an ever -increasing num-
ber of people have adopted an intense
“Purim schedule.” Purim eve after the
Megiliah, they cut the night short only
to rise in the wee early morning
hours—from midnight and on. These
early hours are spent in prayer say-
ing Tehillim and pouring out one's
heart to Hashem (in Yiddish, English
or any other language}); confinuing
after this with Limud HaTorah until it
is time to daven Shacharis. They then
are mekayim the other Mitzvos
Hayom, with an unsurpassed
simcha.

All those who spent their Purim in
this manner experienced a significant
fulfillment in what they were
mispaliel for; their Simchas Purim was
to no end.

This ad was paid for by Iriends of Kial Yisroel.
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Lynn M. Berkowitz

]

YOUTH ON THE RHINE

here is a popular misconcep-

tion among many American

Orthodox Jews that Torah-ob-
servance was virtually unknown in
this country prior to the great mass
migration from Eastern Europe that
began in the 1880’s, and that even
those few who remained strictly ob-
servant were not acknowledged or re-
spected by their contemporaries or by
the outside, non-Jewish world. Yet
there arose, during the so-called

Mrs. Berkowitz, of Scuthfield, Michigan, is work-
ing on a novel about Jews and the Civil War, Her
article. “The Rabbi of the Potomac.” was featured
in JO. Nov. 92,
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“German period” of American Jewry
(1830-1880), a leader of such dy-
namic energy, enormous talent, un-
shakable devotion to Torah, extraor-
dinary yiras Shamayimand diligence
of character that he has been called
the most outstanding American Jew
of the Nineteenth Century. He was a
teacher, a preacher, a writer, a news-
paper editor, an outspoken champion
of Jewish rights and a firm and faith-
ful believer of Torah min haSha-
mayim: Isaac Leeser,

Isaac Leeser was born on Decern-
ber 12, 1806 {5566}, in the town of
Dualmen on the Rhine, near Neuen-
kirchen. Westphalia, the son of Uri
ben Eliezer, a butcher, and his wife

Sarah. {The name of Leeser derives
from the grandfather Eliezer.) Isaac's
mother passed away when he was six
years old, and Uri Leeser then moved
with his three small children into the
home of his parents. Isaac fondly re-
membered his grandmother, Gitla, “a
sage among women,” pious, intelli-
gent, modest, and loved by all who
knew her. Isaac and his younger
brother Jacob attended cheder in
Diilmen, taught by Rabbi Benjamin
Jacob Cohen, and later on Isaac
studied with Rabbi Abraham Suiro,
Chief Rabbi of Miinster, a fierce oppo-
nent of the new Reform ideology that
was just then beginning to spread
among German Jewry. Isaac ab-
sorbed his teacher's fiery zeal for tra-
ditional Torah Judaism {rom which
he never swerved. He completed the
study of several volumes of Shas un-
der the instruction of Rabhbi Sutro,
and also studied for a short time in a
secular gymnasium, but did not goon
to attend university.

FAREWELL TO DULMEN

ith the death of Uri Leeser,

followed a short time later by

grandfather Eliezer and
grandmother Gitla, the three young
Leeser children, Leah, Isaac and
Jacob, were left destitute.

For a time, family members in
Dilmen supported the orphaned
Leeser children until they received an
invitation to join their uncle, Solomon
Isaac Cohen, the brother of their
mother, Sarah. Cohen had emigrated
to America in 1789 and was a suc-
cessful merchant in Richmond, Vir-
ginia. In America, he had changed his
name to Zalma Rehine {pronounced
Rhing), after the town of his birth, and
was married to Rachel Judah, a
Sephardic Jewess with family con-
nections to the well-known Seixas
family. When Isaac and his younger
brother Jacob arrived in America—
their older sister, Leah, remained be-
hind—Zalma Rehine enrolled them in
a [(non-Jewish) private grammar
school. At age cighteen, Isaac Leeser
became a clerk in his uncle’s store,
but he continued to study both Torah
and secular subjects on his own.

Zalma Rehine took his two Ger-
mhan nephews to Richmond’s Sephar-
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dic congregation Beth Shalome,
where his brother-in-law Isaac B.
Seixas was chazzan. Young Isaac
Leeser assisted him in teaching
young children, and from time to ime
officiated as reader:during services.
He adopted the Sephardic minhag
and cantillationn. While in Richmond,
Isaac also made the acquaintance of
Israel Ber Kursheedt, the son-in-law
of the venerated Rev. Gershom
Mendes Seixas. Kursheedt had stud-
ied in the yeshiva of Frankfurt-on-
the-Main, and was recognized as the
most accomplished Talmudic scholar

in America, although he had never

Isaac’s arrival in Richmond,
Kursheedt moved to New York, where
he helped to found that city's first
Ashkenazi synagogue, congregation
B'nai Jeshurun.

WITH PEN IN HAND

ithin a few years, Isaac

i)i} Leeser had so completely
mastered the English lan-
guage, that he was able to write a pas-
slonate and eloguent defense of the
Jewish people in response to a fero-

cicusly Anti-Semitic article that had

=

Torah learnin
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. received semicha. Shortly after | appearedinthebondonQuarterlyRe—

view and reprinted in a New York pe-
riodical. He subrmitted this article to
John Pleasants, editor of the Rich-
mond Whig, who published the re-
sponse. Thus was launched the jour-
nalistic career of [saac Leeser.

This fervent defense of traditional
Judaism, appearing in a major secu-
lar publication over the byline “A Na-
tive of Germany,” attracted the atten-
ton of Jews and gentiles alike. The
Sephardic congregation Mikveh Israel
of Philadelphia learned the identity of
“A Native of Germany” and invited the
young man to serve the Jewish com-
munity as a chazzan. Isaac was at
first reluctant to accept such a pres-
tigious position, but as he later ex-
plained, "Knowing my own want of
proper qualification, I would never
have consented to serve, if others
more fitting in point of standing, in-
formation or other qualities had been

! here: but this not being the case (as

is proved by there being yet two other
congregations at least in this country
without a regular chazzan) I con-

sented to serve,”!

RAISING THE STANDARD OF
JUDAISM IN PHILADELPHIA

eeser became, by default, the
virtual mara d’asra of the Jew-

ish commumity of Philadelphia.
Besides teaching Hebrew to private pu-
pils, he officiated at weddings and at fu-
nerals, cotwvened a beis din to admit
converts, and rendered decisions on
matters of halacha as far as his knowl-

. edge pertnitted. In more complicated

halachic matters, he referred she'eilos
to Israel Ber Kursheedt or to Chief
Rabbi Solomon Hirschell of England. In
addition, he may have referred she'ellos
to the only other rabbis in America dur-
ing that early period: the itinerant
meshudachimwho came from the Holy
Land to raise funds for the poor Jews
of Eretz Yisroel.

Leeser continued his literary activ-
ity, in 1833 publishing his first major

- work, Jews and the Mosaic Law, an

expansion of his original defense of
Judaism in the Richmond Whig. He
recognized the need to educate Ameri-

. can Jews In their own religion using

Lo Letter from Isaac Leeser to Chief Rabbi Solomon

Hirschell of England, 1834,
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the language of the country, and to
strengthen Jewish cbservance gener-
ally. To further this objective, he intro-
duced what was considered a radical
innovation at the time; the delivery, in
English, of lectures and discourses
during the Sabbath moming service.

In 1834, tragedy struck. A small-
pox epidemic swept Philadelphia, and
Isaac became infected by the deadly
disease. Jacob Leeser, coming up
from Richmond to nurse his brother,
was also taken ill and passed away.
Isaac eventually recovered, but was
left nearly blind and facially disfig-
ured by the disease. The young
woman he had been courting broke
off their engagement, and after this
heartbreak Isaac Leeser remained a
lifelong bachelor.?

He threw himself back into his
work of furthering Jewish education.
In 1837, together with Rebecca Gratz,

Bt was Leeser’s original
intention to organize a
Jewish all-day school, but
as not enough students
could be enrolled for such
an ambitious venture,
Leeser settled for a Sunday
School.

of Ivarihoe fame, Leeser established
the Hebrew Education Society of
Philadeiphia. It was Leeser’s original
intention to organize a Jewish all-day
school, but as not enough students
could be enrolled for such an ambi-
tious venture, Leeser settled for a
Sunday School. At first, the only Bible
available for instructing English-
speaking American Jewish children

? Whiteman, Maxwell, "The Legacy of lsaac
Leeser,” Jewtsh Life in Phlladelphia 1830-1940,
Philadeiphia: Ishi Publications, 1983. ! is not
known: whether she broke the engagement be-
cause of Leeser’s disfigurement, or because her
father, a wealthy Sephardic aristecrat, objected
to his daughter's marriage to a lowly “Tedesco”
(Ashkenazi). She remained a spinster, teaching
at the Hebrew Education Society under the di-
rection of Rebecca Gratz, and writing books for
Jewish chitdren.
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i was the King James version. Rebecca |

Gratz and her staff of young women
teachers used glue pots and scraps of

i paper to paste over non-Jewish con-

cepts, while Leeser began working on
an English translation of the Tanach
according to the traditional authori-
ties, a project that would take him al-
most two decades to complete.

In the meantime, he realized that |

American Jews were desperately in
need of other inspirational and in-

| structional material in English. In |
1837 he published a collection of his |

addresses and discourses (he re-
frained from calling his English lec-

tures “sermons”), in 1838 a Hebrew

. primer in both Sephardic and

Ashkenazic versions, and a year later
his Catechism for Jewish Children.
This unpretentious little book, dedi-
cated to Rebecca Gratz, presented the
basic concepts, obligations, customs
and practices of Torah Judaism in a
simple, question-and-answer format
that could be used by educators even
today. In 1850, he published Descrip-
tive Geography and Brief Historical
Sketch of Palestine, an English trans-
lation of the work by the Jerusalem
gaon Rabhi Joseph Schwarz. Leeser
saw the urgent need for a publication

A gy
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society that could publish quality
Jewish literature in English for both
adults and children. He established a
Jewish publishing house in 1845 that
produced a nurnber of works, but the
warehouse burned down in 1851 and
virtually all production was halted.

LAUNCHING THE OCCIDENT

is considered by many to be his

major contribution to American
Jewish life: an English journal of Jew-
ish thought, called The Occident and
American Jewish Advocate, This
monthly magazine, which he contin-
ued to edit throughout his life, was
the first Anglo-Jewish paper {0 be
published in America, and the only

In 1843, Leeser embarked on what

| one published during the 19th Cen-

tury to remain consistently loyal to
the standards of Torah and halacha
throughout its entire publication.
The Occident went 1o subscribers
throughout the Western hemisphere
and Europe. Jewish emigrants in re-
mote outposts on the frontier were
delighted with a journal that encour-
aged them in their religion, though
they may have neglected their obser-
vance for years. Wrote an enthusias-
tic reader in Belton, Texas:
“..I am sorry to say that I am a
Poor Scholar I cane not express my
feeling with the Pen—when I acci-
dently came in Posession of such
valuable inphomation as containing
in Your valuble Occident....] am sorry
to say that I was ignorent.... am in

outright Tzdokoh.
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l Leeser did not shrink

from controversy, and
very early on made it
clear that The Occident
stood on the side of
traditional Torah
Judaism, and in
opposition to Reform,
which was just
beginning to sprout in
the New World.

this contiry 15 Years. But nearly all
that Time was spent hear & in mexico
& California. I am happy wery happy
Indeed to See that our True riligion
has a Publick advocate. I cane not
findwords to express my feelings...
belive me to be a True Jew & a Friend
o our Caus.™

This Jew, isolated on the Texas
fronter, asked to subscribe to The Oc-
cident and also ordered Leeser's En-
glish Tanach translation and a
machzor. Other readers wrote to
Leeser for advice in finding work that
would allow thern to observe Shabbat.

Leeser himself frequently trav-
elled around the country and visited
most of the Jewish communities

i East of the Mississippi River, report-

ing his visits in The Occident. On one
trip to his “home town” of Richmond,
in 1859, he was pleased to write:
“Rev. Mr. Bermann, of the Polish
Kahal Kenesseth Israel, has estab-
lished a mikvah, which has long
since been a desideratum in Rich-
mond. We also learn that it does not
remajn unused....”*

The Occidentusually contained an
editorial as its leading article, followed
by a sermon that had been recently
delivered in one of the congregations.
For the first few issues, Leeser sup-
plied his own sermons, and later fea-
tured sermons of other Rabbis, espe-
cially Rabbi Abraham Rice of Balti-

3] etter tolsaac Leeser from IsaacJalonick, Belton,
Bell Co. Texas, May 28, 1853. Document on file in
American Jewlsh Archives.

4 The Oceldent, May, 1859, vol XVILL
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more.* Book reviews, historical
sketches, poetry, news items and an
occasional piece for children filled out
the pages. Although the magazine
was in English, occaslonal letters ap-
peared in German, written for the
benefit of recent immigrants, and
some scholarly, rabbinic articles and
poetry were printed in Hebrew. As
The Occident became popular, an ad-
vertising section was included. In
1859, Leeser turned his magazine
into a weekly newspaper, but the out-
break of the Civil War and the loss of
his Southern readership as a resuit
of the Unijon blockade put an end to
this experiment and The Occident re-
sumed its monthly format.

CONTROVERSY, ADVOCACY, AND
LITERARY SHOWCASE

r I \he pages of The Occident are a
treasure-chest of American
Jewish life in the mid-19th

Century, filtered through the eyes of a

committed, traditional Jew. In the very -

first issue, Leeser solicited congrega-
tional histories from his readers, so
the journat is a valuable document of
early American Jewish history.

Aware of the use of his journal as
a learning tool, especially for women
and girls, he encouraged talented
wornen to submit articles, stories and
poetry for publication. In this man-
ner, he acquainted the public with the
works of Grace Aguilar, Celia Moss,
and Rebekah Hyneman.

Leeser did not shrink from contro-
versy, and very early on made it clear
that The Occident stood on the side of
traditional Torah Judaism, and in
opposition to Reform, which was just
beginning to sprout in the New World.
Most of the polemics in The Occident
are directed against Reform leaders
who had claimed sorne Orthodox cre-
dentials for themselves, Even as early
as 1843, there were other Reform
clergymen in Europe who had already
gone the full gamut of radicalism,
even to the extreme of the present
day, by advocating interfaith mar-
riage and the abolition of circumci-
sion. Such men were virtually out of
the fold of Judaism, and Leeser felt
that there was little to be gained from

5See The Jewish Observer, Jan., 1975
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any controversy with them. This was
not the case with such men as Isaac
Mayer Wise, Max Lilienthal, and
Gustavus Posnanski, who demanded
recognition from the Orthodox com-
munity and infroduced their reforms
into what were strictly Orthodox con-
gregations. The Cincinnati temple
where Isaac M. Wise functioned as
minister contained a mechitza until
1866, and the men prayed wearing
tallis and with covered heads. Even
after the adoption of the Reform
“Minhag America” prayer book for
Sabbath and weekday services,
Wise's congregation continued to use
the Orthodox Roedelheim machzoron
Rosh Hashana and Yomn Kippur. Com-

mented a European visitor to Cincin-
nati in 1859: “Perhaps they were
afraid that G-d was awake on those
days and they might be the worse for
it in G-d's judgement.”®

In those days, the Trojan horse
used to transform an Orthodox syna-
gogue into a Reform temple was the
organ. Many German emigrants who
clamored for organ music and a choir
of mixed voices to enthance the service
did not understand the reason for the
prohibition of instrumental music, or
kol isha, and even the most sincere
Orthodox opponents were unable to
articulate the halacha. Leeser, in The

SBenfarmin, IsraelJ.. Three Years in America, 1859-
1862, Jewish Publication Society, 1956, v.1, p.310.
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Leeser recommended
that mashgichim be
appointed to supervise
the production of oil,
and to place their seal on
each bottle of olive oil:
the first kashrus labeling.

Occident, attempted to clarify the is-
sue, and solicited the opinion of
Rabbi Abraham Rice, who was then
the only ordained Orthodox Rabhbi in
North America. The Reform craze for
organ music and soprano voices
caught on, and spread like wildfire.
Other innovations quickly followed.
In the words of one historian:
“Reform, for the sake of Reform,
was totally unrabbinic, hut it created
an excitement; its innovations held a
feeling of modernism and convinced
many [Orthodox Jews] that deviation
was permitted and progressive....
Congregations learned that they
couid get the answer they desired to
theirinquiries by asking the right per-
son; in common law this is called ‘fo-
rum shopping’; in Jewish life this is
called hefkerus [a-free-for-all].””
Leeser would allow the advocates
of Reform to state their positionin ar-
ticles for The Occidenit, and then he,
or other readers, would controvert
their views. But under no circum-
stances would he permit personal at-
tacks or name calling. When Max
Lilienthal, angry because his at-
tempts to introduce Reform Judaism
and secular education into the
yeshivos of Russia had been thwarted
by the firm opposition of the Tzemach
Teeddelk and his Chassidim, referred
to the Lubavitcher Rebbe and his fol-
lowers as “fanatics,” Leeser chided
him: “...we do not approve altogether
of the tone with which Dr. Lilienthal
expresses himself of the Russian
rabbis,..one can have no cause to ac-
cuse the other of fanaticism, any
more than he ought to be charged

? Sharfman, [. Harold, The First Rabbi, Malibu:
Pangloss Press, 1988, p.3683: used with permis-
sion.
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with too rauch liberality. It is unfor-
tunately this want of toleration...
which works so much mischief
among our pecple.”™

EXPANDING THE
ORTHODOX AGENDA

eeser bemoaned the lack of

Jewish education as the pri-

mary cause of confusion and
non-observance. No yeshivos existed
in the Western hemisphere, and the
few day schools that had been estab-
lished in the larger cities were sparsely
attended. Most of the formal instruc-
tion was conducted in congregational
Sunday schools. He was seconded in
this by Reverend Samuel Myer Isaacs,
the minister of B'nai Jeshurun in New
York, and by Major Mordechai Manuel
Noah, who was the first to urge,
through the pages of The Occident, the
establishment of a “Hebrew College,”
where Jewish young men could re-
ceive a classical education without be-
ing forced to submit to Christian prac-
tices, then required at other colleges
and universities. The need for acad-
emnies for girls and young women was
another urgent priority. The establish-

ment of an American yeshiva was a |

goal that Leeser struggled for all his
life.

Kashrus was another problem fac-
ing American Jews in the mid 1800's.
Apart from flour and oil, few products
that required special supervision
were manufactured commercially.
Major Noah was the first to inform the
readers of The Occident that a scien-
tific method had been devised to test
the purity of olive oil, which unsecru-
pulous importers were mixing with
lard and selling to Jewish consumers.
Leeser recommended that mash-
gichim be appoeinted to supervise the
production of oil, and to place their
seal on each bottle: the first kashrus
jabeling in America.?

The urgency of establishing a local
source for ritual objects such as ko-
sher esrogimled to a lively discussion
in The Occidentas to the validity of the
West Indian citron for use in arba
minim. To enhance his slipping repu-
tation as a halachic authority, Dr.

® The Occident, 1843, vol. T, p.142.
® The Occident, October 1844, voLII, p.347-349.
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Max Lilienthal was machmmir in this l
one instance: he paskened that the
West Indian esrogwas pasulfor ritual
use, on the grounds that these cit-
rons were grafted from lemon stock.
Leeser solicited the opinion of Rabbi
Abraham Rice, whose authority he
revered, and the Baltimore sage ruled
that the West Indian esrog was ko-
sher for arba rminim. Other readers of
The Occident joined in the esrog con-
troversy, each one expressing his
learned opinion. One enthusiastic
subscriber. signing his letter Emeth |

dedicate The Occident to nothing else
but discussions of halachic topics.
Isaac M. Wise, recently arrived from
Bohemia and already flexing his Re-
form muscle, thought such hairsplit-
ting a waste of time: “{Emeth}... wishes
ajournal of this enlightened age shall
fill up its pages with discussions
about esrogim murkavim and lard
oill...Are we Chabotnic [Lubavitcher]
Chassidim?":°

To Leeser and his audience, dis-

**Sharfiman, op cit, p. 225.
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cussion of such minutiae was essen-
tial to the proper observance of Juda-
ism in America: “If the public were not
constantly educated and made aware
of the importance of these mitzvot by
concentrating on the details of their
observance, not only the entire festi-
val of Succos but eventually all the
rituals, all the Yomim Tovim would be
neglected and forgotten.”

CONCERNS AT HOME
AND ABROAD

ivil liberties were important

topics in The Occident. While

human rights were taken for
granted in America, there was a great
concern for the plight of Jews in other
parts of the world, particularly in
Russia and Poland. In 1858, when
Edgar Mortara, a 6-year-old Italian
Jewish boy, was taken away from his
parents after being secretly baptized
by his Catholic nurse, the Jewish
world erupted in protest. At a mass
meeting in New York, Samuel Myer
Isaacs called for the formation of an
organization to protect the religious
liberty of the Jews in America and
abroad, a call which was seconded by
Leeser in The Occident. A year later,
the Board of Delegates of American
Israelites was established, with
Leeser as its vice-president.

In addition to protesting the
Mortara kidnapping and the Ameri-
can treaty with Switzerland, which
upheld a Swiss law that banned Jews
from living in certain Swiss cantons,
the Board of Delegates also worked
for Jewish rights in America, in 1861
selecting a Rabbi, Dr. Arnold Fischel,
to serve as a civilian chaplain for Jew-
ish soldiers in the Union Army. {See
JO, Nov.'92.)

THE BATTLES CONTINUE

ack in Philadelphia, trouble

was brewing between Leeser

and Congregation Mikveh Is-
rael He was at times difficult to get
along with, and his sermons were
long-winded and tedious. In 1850,
matters came to a head. Aviclous ca-
nard, anonymously circulated, cast
aspersions upon Leeser's mode of liv-
ing alone in a boarding house owned
by a Christian woman. Although no
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one implied that Leeser ate non-ko-
sher food or violated the Sabbath, he
was required by the board of trustees
to sign a document promising that he
would conduct himself “in strict accor-
dance with Jewish lIaw” as a condition
for renewing his contract. Leeser, feel-
ing that his integrity had been wrong-
fully impugned, refused to sign. That
Rosh Hashana, after conducting the
service with great devotion, he stepped
down from the pulpit and never re-
turned to Milweh Israel.

He threw himself into his work for
The Occident and his publishing ac-
tivities. Six years later, a group of his
friends founded the Congregation
Beth El-Emeth, and invited him to be-
come its minister. He accepted, and
served this congregation faithfully
until the end of his life.

During this time, the polemic war-
fare against the forces of assimilation
continued in the pages of The Occi-
dent. Isaac Mayer Wise established
his own journal, dedicated to the dis-
semination of progress, enlighten-
ment, and reform, and to dispel the
“forces of darkness” represented by
his arch enemies, the “hyper-Ortho-
dox,” led by Leeser, Rice, Raphall and
Mowy. He assembled unto himself a
crowd of followers, empty men, who
were, according to the son of Rabbi
Mowy:

“Hazanim, ex-shochatim, teach-
ers, young men who had looked in
upon a yeshiva but found the acquisi-

tion of knowledge of the Torah too
onerous a task, and even laymen who
for some reason or other sought these
positions rather than follow the voca-
tions they were trained to or take up
a peddler’s pack as did or had done
most of their co-religionists. These
gentlemen quickly assumed the title
of Reverend and ere long the Reverend
Doctor. Wise—with his geniality, gen-
erous disposition and eagerness to
make friends, adherents, followers,
for his cause— was very liberal in be-
stowing the degree of Doctor {which
was not specified) upon the few who
were too modest or too timid to as-
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sume it themselves. An article revil-

ing Orthodoxy and its defenders was

sure to be so rewarded."!!

Wise had called for the establish-
ment of a Rabbinical Conference, to
he held in Cleveland in 1855, which
Leeser and Hlowy at first applauded.
Illowy soon realized Wise's true inten-
tions, and withdrew his support for
the function, and warned Leeser not
to attend. Leeser argued that he was
required to attend as a journalist.

Hlloway, Henry, Sefer Milchamot Elokdm, Berlin:
Poppelaur, 1814, p.5-6.
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Perhaps to pacify his Orthodox oppo-
nent, Wise proposed the first and sec-
ond plank of the Cleveland platform:
that the Bible which was received at
Sinai is the revealed word of G-d, and
that the Talmud contains the logical
and legal developments of the Holy
Scriptures, and that its decision must
guide Jews in all matters of practice
and duty.

Satisfied that the Conference was ‘

under control, and that the Reform
tendencies of Wise were not as radi-
cal as he had feared, Leeser returned
to Philadelphia. As soon as he was
out of sight, the Conference got down
to business: a vote was taken to abol-
ish chalitza; mezliza, tzitzis and
tefillin were likewise sacrificed to the
Moloch of assimilation. Leeser, out-
raged at this treachery, rebuked Wise
and his cohorts:

“Reformers! Why did you deceive
us when we wanted to be one again
with you?...to please us or to deceive
us, you adopted our platform, but in
your hearts you sneer atit, You do not
believe in ceremonies....Yes, the ris-
ing generation, young America is be-
fore you. We confess that you will
have plenty of followers. We have seen
something similar, Eighteen centu-
ries ago there was one Nazarene to
one thousand Israelites, and now it is
the reverse...."t?

AN AMERICAN VISION

ven more than the treachery of
E the Reformers, Isaac Leeser
deplored the constant quar-
reling and disunion that prevailed
among the Orthodox congregations.
The tendency of emigrants to segre-
gate themselves into minuscule con-
gregations in even the tiniest commu-
nities was to him a weakness. He had
a vision for American Jewry as form-
ing another Golden Age, as Spanish
Jewry had once represented: a syn-
thesis of Sephardic and Ashkenazic,
Polish and German culture—
uniquely American, and yet still ut-
terly loyal to the standards of the To-
rah, enjoying justice and prosperity.
Instead, disorder and indifference
prevailed. The reform movement
gained acherents by default as new
immigrants found that observance of
the Sabbath and dietary laws stood in

?Sharfiman, op cit, p.324-325.
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e had a vision for
American Jewry as
forming another Golden
Age, as Spanish Jewry
had once represented: a
synthesis of Sephardic
and Ashkenazic, Polish
and German culture—
uniquely American, and
vet still utterly loyal to the
standards of the Torah,
enjoying justice and
prosperity.

' the way of their material success. For

many new arrivals, the lavish, mag-
nificent temple, with its trained choir,
English-language services, “farmnily”

seating and rigidly enforced rules of

decorum, represented the very
epitome of upward mobility. Leeser
advocated enforcing similar decorum
in Orthodox congregations—the dis-
orderly behavior, talking during
davening, arriving late and leaving
early, that prevailed in many syna-
gogues appalled and dismayed him as
disrespectful in the extreme. There
were three remedies to correct the ilis
that afflicted American Jewish society:
education, education, and education.

In the last year of his life, Leeser
saw the fulfillment of his fondest

¢ dream: the establishment of Maimon-

ides College in Philadelphia, an acad-

. emy dedicated to the training of

For careful attention to your
individual needs, call us today!

(914) 354-8445

young Jewish men as teachers,
chazanim, shochtirn, and mohelim, in
addition to providing a full curricu-
lum of secular studies. An institution
dedicated exclusively to the study of
Torah lishmowas not on the agenda-—
American Jewry had far to go to reach
such a rarified atmosphere.

Worn out physically, but not spiri-
tually, Leeser never lived to see the
flourishing of his dream. Soon after

| the establishment of Maimonides

College, he succumbed to throat can-

cer and passed away at the age of 62.

The final act of his life was to prepare
the next issue of The Occident and to
provide a guide for its final year of
publication. Two loyal disciples,
Moses Dropsie and Mayer Sulz-
bacher, edited The Occident for one
vear after Leeser's death, and then
the magazine ceased publication.
Without Leeser’s genius to guide it,
the Maimonides College soon closed
its doors, and Congregation Beth El-
Emeth also disbanded.

CLEARING THE WILD PRAIRIE
S0 OTHERS MIGHT PLANT

eeser’s life may seem like a fail-
ure, since none of the institu-
tions that he guided during his
lifetime survived long after his death.
But what he accomplished during his
life was to clear and plow the wild
prairie, so that others might plant
and reap the fruit. The Occident was
to many Jews a pillar of fire in the wil-
derness of the New World, guiding
them in the steps of their ancestors,
and his English translations provided
many with Jewish books that they
could read in no other language.
Leeser's grave is in the cemetery of
Beth El-Emeth on Market Street at
55th in West Philadelphia. His con-
gregation erected a lavish monument,
a bit too grand perhaps, for a man
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kniown in life for his modest ways. The
white marble obelisk conttains four
inscriptions, two in Hebrew and two
in English. The main English inscrip-
fion reads:
THE REVEREND
[SAAC LEESER
FIRST MINISTER OF THE
KAHAL KADOSH BETH EL EMETH
FORFORTY YEARS A PREACHER OF
THEWORD OFG-D
BORN AT NEUENKIRCHEN PRUSSIA
DECEMBER 12TH 1805
DIED AT PHILADELPHIA
FEBRUARY 157 1868
MAY HiS SOUL REST IN PEACE

The Gemorarelates in Yomnma; When
the poor man, the wealthy man, and
the wicked man appear before the
Heavenly Court, they are each asked
why they did not cccupy themselves
in Torah. If they use their personal
status as an excuse, they will be chal-
lenged by three tzaddikim—Hillel,
Rabbi Ben Harsum and Yoseif-—re-
spectively, Yet another person with an
excuse too frequently heard, is the
immigrant to America: I came to a
foreign country, not speaking the lan-
guage. There were no yeshivos, no
Torah teachers, no jobs to be had
without working on the Sabbath. I
was a viclim of circumstances.”

Isaac Leeser will come forward to
challenge the American immigrant. #

¥ The date on the monument is incorrect., Leeser
was born in 1806,
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Letters.:-Editor

THE PRICE OF A BAAL TESHUVA:
THE KEDUSHA OF AHOME
..AND A CHICKEN

To the Editor:

Along time enthusiast of The Jew-
ish Observer, ] was upset by some of
the statements in your kiruv sympo-
sium {"The American Jewish Experi-
ence,” Dec. '82).

Rabbi Buchwald writes that “for
the price of a chicken you can make
a baal teshuva.” This is a dangerous
over-simplification. The irreligious
person you are bringing into your

home for Shabbos has spent his life |

steeped in the poison of the decadent
American culture, which Rabbi
Buchwald so vividly portrays. Rabbi
Shenker, describing his experience
with frreligious children, says that
“Just about every conversation is pre-
occupied with lewdness and immo-
rality. Any alternate topic quickly
leads back to this same subject.” We

may speak to them divret Torah, but |

they will inevitably discuss what is on
their minds. (T am talking from expe-
rience!) The final cost of this possible
baal teshuwa is the kedusha of one's
home—and one piece of chicken!

And now my second criticism. The
theme of Rabbi Kokis's article is that
"We have tremendous untapped re-
sources for kiruv within the yeshivos
and Kollelim of our communities.”
Rabbi Haber, too, concludes his ar-
ticle by imagining what the world
would look like if half of ail talmidel
chachamimbecome involved in kiruw.

What they have neglected to imag-
ine, though, is the impact that this
would have on the yeshivos, Kollelim,
and aforementioned talmidei
chachamim. For while Rabbi
Buchwald is correct in claiming that
living in Telz, Ohio, or New Square,
and drinking Cholov Yisroel does not
inure one from being affected by
American culture, toiling in Torah
does! [ know many people in Lake-
wood who are completely unaware of
“the Board of Education’s inmovative
approach to solving the spread of
AIDS,” and the other topics your writ-
ers referred to.

Obvicusly, those devoted people
who are bringing Jews back to
Yiddishkeit are doing them a great

Through carefully reasoned lectures that reached thou-
sands of Neshomos with their depth, clarity, and compas-
sion, Rabbi Yitzchok Kirzner, *f was a key figure in giving  did in so many others. Select a tape that speaks to you from
committed Jews a profound appreciation of their heritage,

Xy MTom R
Rabbi Yitzchok Kirzner, 57Xt

His Legacy Lives On ...

Tapes that inform, enlighten, inspire

as well as a key Kiruvpersonality, This is your opportunity
to have his words ignite the spark in your Neshomo as they

$5.00 plus $.75 postage, per tape. To request a free catalog or to order tapes, please call
Mr. Feinstein - (516) 486 - 1764 or Mrs. Kirzner - (718) 234 - 9370, evenings

a library of over a 1000 cassettes. Sample listings below.
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chessed and Klal Yisroel a service. We
need even more kirup activists. But
more so, we desperately need more
Torah and talmidei chachamim in
America.

One maore point, Our yeshivos are
not exactly “untapped resources.”
Here in Lakewood, for example, nu-
merous Yeshiva'leit are being
mekarev and learning with scores of
people, from Twin Rivers to Margate
to Princeton, N.J. Boruch Hashemfor
them. But Baruch Hashem also for
the precious Yeshiva'leit who are in-

volved exclusively in limud haTorah.
RaABBI AHRON NOTIS
. Lakewood, N.J.

Rabbi Kokis responds:

Iappreciate the opportunity to pro-
vide a little more clarity to the vital is-
sues that Rabbi Notis raised In his let-
ter. One statement in my article has
certainly been confirmed: that “a call
to action to get involved in kirup” is
likely to be misunderstood....

I certainly did not mean to suggest
that individuals be snatched from the
Bels Hamidrash and sent to the “fromnt
lines” of outreach. But if the growth
of a talmid chacham will include a
breadth of emuna, yiras Shamayim
and chochmas chaim, the emerging
divrei Torah that he teaches will shed
light upon issues that plague our gen-
eration. And those who hy virtue of
talent and personality will choose at
some point to become involved in
keiruv will have powerful tools for In-
fluencing their fellow Jews: divrei To-
rahand chochma through which they
themselves have grown.

From personal experience, I be-
lieve that—without a doubt—the
single most valuable and effective re-
source that I draw on in guiding
talmicim is the wealth of divrei Torah
that the Mashgiach Rucharil of Yeshi-
vas Be'er Yaakov, Rav Wolbe, X"0bw,
taught us. But his shmuessen and
vaadimwere directed toward our own
growth: nurturing the desire to strive
for greatness in Torah, and develop-
ing an understanding for the chal-
lenges that we ourselves must deal
with in order to achieve that growth.
Most of my chaveirim who are in-
volved in Harbotzas Torah teach in
“conventional” yeshivos; a few of us
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work with ba'alei teshuva. All of us,
I'm sure, draw on the same resource.
I a sense, Kruv suffers from an
image problem; we too often associ-
ate outreach with back-slapping,
plzza-fests, and picnics. While there
certainly is a need for breaking the
ice, and making a non-fium Jew feel
“culturally comfortabie,” the real
work is one of substantive grappling
with serious issues. We must com-
municate effectively the Torah’s vi-
sion of man and his purpose, and
how only a life of shmiras Torah and
mitzvos fulfills that goal. There is no
"how-to” manual to accomplish this
In ten easy steps; an intelligent,
thinking individual will be skeptical of
canned answers that are merely
parroted from a “kiruv manual.”
Who, then, but a talmid chacham
knowledgeable in hashkofas haTorah
is equipped to deal with such issues?
There could be factors that may
cause a ben Torah to hesitate getting
involved in learning with non-reli-
gious Jews. But it is a national trag-
edy and a diminishing of kavod
HaTorah if the fear (or reality...) of not
having what to say is one of them.

“Untapped resources” in the
yeshiva world

My comment about “untapped re-
sources” was not referring to any
mosad of Torah, as an institution. I
am well aware of the wonderful suc-
cess of the Lakewood-based outreach
efforts. The resources to which I al-
luded were the individuals, not the
buildings. If the scope of aliya and
gadlus that are strived for within the
walls of the Beis Hamidrash don't in-

ORCHESTRAS

(718) 377-6627

clude a depth in emuna, Yiras
Shomayim and binyan ha’adam,
then I'would humbly suggest that the
definition of the term “talmid
chacham” has been sorely reduced.
A serious look at the writings of Reb
Yerucham Levovits, Rav Eliyahu
Eliezer Dessler, or Rav Yitzchok
Hutner, %31 (for example), would be
strongly recommended.

Let there be no mistake about it:
also agree that a yeshiva or kollel is
not a training ground for a “career” in
keirup (nor, for that matter, in being a
Rosh Yeshiva). The sole definition of
a yeshiva is a place that is designed
for the aliya baTorah, in the fullest
possible sense, of its talmidim. But
while this defines the yeshiva as an
Institution, the process of growth of
individual talmidim leads gradually
toward Klal Yisroel. As Chazaltell us,
it is characteristic that at some point
a talmid chacham benefits most by
sharing the divrei Toralvwhich he has
absorbed — “u'mitalmidal yoser
mikulam.” The condition of Klal

Yisroel will be immeasurably en-
riched if among those talmidim who
will help their rebbetm grow, will be
the many thousands whose lives

have not yet been exposed to Torah.
RaBB! BEN TZION KOKIS
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NO EXEMPTIONS FROM THE
CALL TO KIRUV

To the Editor:

Permit me to expand on some of
the reactions to the terrible toll that
assimilation is taking on our cormmu-
nity, as per the JO symposium on the
topic {Dec.’92). First of all, a visitor
from a worldly background who
spends a few hours on a Shabbos in
a Torah home will be struck by the
warm family environment, where
commurication and concern cross
generational barriers, in stark con-
trast to family relationships in gen-
eral soclety. (When is the last time
their family sat around the table two
or three times in a twenty-four hour
period, sang and talked together, and
enjoyed each other's company?) The
guest discovers Glam Hazeh along
with Olam Habba. In such an envi-
ronrnent, people are especially open
to Torah thought and a life of mitzvos.
A simple vort, an ethical implication
from the Sidra, an ingenious
gematrya—we would call them
parpara’os, just trimmings—any and
all of these reveal the wisdom and
beauty of Torah to the uninitiated,
Add historical insights and anecdotes

of Gedolei Torah, and these erstwhile |
outsiders become intrigued. Who but

a talmid chacham is best equipped to
deal with such people? Could one in
all honesty shunt them off to the folks
who discuss football scores, the lat-
est news, and the theater at their
Shabbos table? Who is more capable
of making Chumash or Pirkel Avos
relevant to today's world? Who could
better generate the enthusiasm for
genuine Yiddishkeit and convey the
truth of "Dracheha darkei noam—
[Torah's] ways are pleasant,” than
one who is personally caught up in
this enthusiasm?

As for the possible pollution effects
of worldly people at one’s table, I sug-
gest that the host can—and should—
set the tone for discussions at the
meals, and where possible, screen
guests in advance.

The number of would-, could-, and
already-did intermarrieds is enor-
mous. [t's impossible to shrug off the
responsibility for them to “kirunwork-
ers.” I've heard calls to action by
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Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky, and |

Rabbi Moshe Feinstein "yr as well as
from Y3 Rabbi Avraham Pam and
Rabbi Shimon Schwab nv¥w. None
of them was content with only mak-
ing more talmidei chachamim (still top

on our agendal), and forgeiting about
the rest of Kial Yisroel. None of them
ever waxed defeatist or said that any
of us is exempt from efforts at out-
reach. We lay people as well as active
members of the yeshiva community
can be involved in table-talk kirup at
no personal loss in time or kedusha,
and with the benefit of immeasurable
personal gain. All it takes is a few
minutes on Shabbos or Sunday to
show sorneone the beauty of Toral.
Of course, you have to believe it your-
self before you can be mashpia on

1F you wish to bbtain a fist of
* the tapes please send a sell

another person.
4916 13th Ave. Bklyn, NY. 11219 And it does work.
(718) 854-2911 NocHUM DICK
Brookiyn, N.Y.
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A PRODUCT OF LAKEWOOD
KOLLEL'S KTRUVEFFORTS
SPEAKS OUT

To the Editor:

As a baal teshuva who was active
in kiruv during my undergraduate
vears at Princeton University, [ was
pleased to see that you devoted
much of your December '92 issue to
the problem of assimilation in
America. The articles were tirnely
and provocative, and I hope that they
will spark greater numbers of people
in the frurm cormmunity to get more

| involved in outreach efforts. How-
| ever, two elements were missing

from the discussion.

It is crucial to recognize the fact
that the college campuses of America
are where assimilation and intermar-
riage are especially raging out of con-
trol. Most American Jewish youths
arrive at college with a shallow under -
standing of Judaism, and when they
are confronted with the depth of Ivy
League secular scholarship, they rap-
idly assimilate.

At Princeton, Jewish students
were invelved In everything from
Bahai meditation to the Anglican
Church to the Gay and Lesbian orga-
nization, Two of the heads of the
Princeton Evangelical Fellowship, a
Christian missionary group, were
Jewish students who converted dur-
ing college. It is on the campus in
particular that we are losing so many
thousands of Jewish youth every
year, and it is on the campuses that
more outreach must be done.

When I was at Princeton, young

| men from the Lakewood Yeshiva
i would come to campus every week to

learn one-on-one with interested stu-
dents. This provided many people
with the opportunity to learn Torah
regularly and intensively for the first
time in their Hves, and it dramatically
affected those involved. It would be
admirable if more yeshivos and
kollels would undertake similar pro-
grams of outreach.

Secondly, none of the articles on
kiruv and assimilation mentioned
the role that Israel programs have
played and can play in bringing
. people closer to Judaism. Iknow of

| many people who are now religious
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Jews, myself included, for one very
simple reason: a trip to Israel. No
one leaves Israel unmoved, and es-

pecially not young, impressionable |

Jews., We must put pressure on or-
ganizations such as UJA to expand
and broaden the range of Israel pro-
grams which are available. I urge
your readers to get more involved in
kiruv efforts. The Jewish community
is rapidly losing many bright and tal-

Again, ah groisen yeyasher ko'ach!

RABBEI JOSEPH KAMINETSKY |

_ (Theauthor of this letter was found- | i Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshivat Hevrat
ing National Director of Torah

. Ahavat Shalom, Yerushalayim, one of

Umesorah.)

P.S. This makes me recall the time

that Rabbi Moshe Sherer and I
shared a room at sormne kind of con-
ference. I showed him a great picture

I had of Reb Eichonon. And since |
. had never met him and Moshe did, }

ented young Jews. Only a concerted
and determined effort on the part of |

the frum community can help to re-
verse the tide,
MICHAEL FREUND

New York Ctiy
- Tothe Editor:

REMEMBERING RABBI SIMCHA
WASSERMAN N

To the Editor:
Kudos to you on your fine presen-

tation of some moving articles on Reb Tarot cards, or the casting of horo-

Simcha Wasserman, ¥t (Dec. '92). It

was a great honor and privilege to

have had Reb Simcha's friendship,
guidance and inspiration in those
early days at Torah Umesorah. Andl
couldn’t help being moved by his de-
votion to his great father Tn—as well
as by his determination to see the life
and work of Reb Elchonon put into

book form and to found a yeshiva in

his memory.

I'wish that I would find the time to
record some instances when he over-
came obstacle after obstacle o real-
ize the dreams that motivated him
year after year—and day after day. !
was moved and inspired by his deter-
mination to get things done,

It all came to me in a flash when
he insisted, back in 1945-46, that }
take him to the depot  somewhere
in East Flatbush, from where the
seforim saved from Himmler were
distributed. Torah Umesorah was
given the task of distributing the
seforim to the yeshivos--by a
group called “Tekuma Letarbus
Yisroel-—-Jewish Cultural Recon-
struction.” Almost the first sefer he
opened contained the name of his
great and martyred father 7™n. Re-
ally remarkable!

Someone will somneday write the
story of his great life. May his soul be
blessed!
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i which may involve issureld'Oraisa. A

. foundin approbations to the recently

gave him the picture.

POSTSCRIPT TO REVIEW OF
“FAITH AND FOLLY"

York, one can see evidence of the cul-
notices, advertising establishments
reading of palms, crystal balls and

scopes, and so forth. In neighbor-
hoods where frum Jews are in the

conspicuously absent. Or are they?
Recently the frum comumnunity has

bheen deluged by people garbed in the

manner of talmidet chachamim of our

. time, self-proclaimed holy men in
¢ possession of special knowledge and |
powers that enable them to foretell |

the future and affect a person’s des-
tiny. These visits are well announced

- in advance through advertisements

in the Anglo-Jewish press and plac-

ards in the streets, which proclaim

that these holy men are available to

the public with their stock of kame'as
{amulets), bottled waters, and various |

methods of divination. What the ad-

vertisements do not state, however, is |

the price, which can run to the thou-
sands of dollars, and in a case known
to the writer, could have involved
hundreds of thousands of dolars.

Leading halachic authorities of our |

generation, covering the entire spec-
trum of the religious community,
have condemned these practitfoniers

for their use of means and methods
that have been banned by the |

Gedolim throughout the last several
hundred years, means and methods

compendium of their views can be

published sefer Tamim Ttheye, by the
Gaon Rav Yaacov Hillel. HaRav Hillel

the largest Sephardic institutions of
advanced Torah study in the world

anda recognized authority in Toras

nigleh and nister. This sefer has been

| published m English under the title

Faith and Folly, which was reviewed
in your publication, My lines are thus

a postscript of sorts to your review.

Yet it is very much within our tra-

dition to seek the blessings of the

chachamim. But how is one to know

who is an authentic chacham, and
| who is a charlatan? HaRav Hillel

| brings the words of the Meshech
Walking through the streets of New

Chachma at the start of Parshas Bo,

- which state that a person of out-
tural diversity of the City—including |

standing wisdom and virtues is first

‘ noticed and appreciated by the
. that proffer advice based upon the |

chachamim of his generation. Only

after this recognition does he become
i known to the masses, However, per-

sons of questionable character are

first noticed by the masses, and only
, majority, such establishments are

after such recognition do they be-

. come known to the chachamim. Their

counsel has always been: if a bless-

. ing is wanted, seek it from a talmid

chacham recognized by the Gedolei
Hador, not from any person claiming
special powers or abilities, especially
one who conditions his blessings on

| the payment of money.

RaABBI MOSHE JOSEPH
Brooklyn, New York
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